





















































14 Debate Notes on Instrumental Music in Worship

a. What about Moses and his striking the rock in Num. 20? On a
previous occasion God had authorized his striking the rock
(Exodus 17). This time he merely said “speak” to it.

III. The General New Testament Argument.
Argument:

The fact that instrumental music is mentioned 44 times in the New Tes-
tament, and not once condemned or once spoken against proves that the
inspired writers had an opportunity to place inspiration against it, but
failed to do so.

1. Passages that mention instrumental music (Matt. 9:33; 24:31; Luke
15:25; 1 Cor. 14:27-8; 1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16; Rev. 1:10; 4:1;
5:8; 8:1-2; 8:6-8; 8:10; 8:12-13; 9:1; 9:13-14; 11:15; 15:1-2;
18:22).

2. Other scriptures which in all probability teach the use of the instru-
ment (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; James 5:13).

3. Anything mentioned in the New Testament is mentioned for one of
three purposes.

a. To uphold it.
b. To condemn it.
a. To be neutral about it.

Answer:

The fact that they are mentioned, also proves that the inspired writers had
an opportunity to place inspiration for the use of the instrument in the
worship, but they failed to do so [or, were not authorized to do so].

1. The number of times it is mentioned apart from New Testament
worship doesn’t prove anything. The Sabbath is mentioned 58 times
in the New Testament. When did God say, “Thou shalt not observe
the Sabbath Day”?

2. The instrument is not once mentioned in connection with the wor-
ship of the apostolic church.

3. On “Psallo” in the passages which opponent says in all probability
teach the use of the instrument, opponent has forsaken his “aid” ar-
gument. If the word includes the instrument, you can’t please God
without it, and everyone would have to play upon some kind of me-
chanical instrument in order to “psallo,” if the instrument is included
in the word.
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In the part of the chapter under study, instead of exhorting them to
do several things unto edifying, Paul is showing the need of one cer-
tain thing [prophesying] instead of another [speaking in tongues] (cf.
1 Cor. 14:4-5).

This one point — that prophecy is preferable to speaking in tongues
— is the sole theme of the first 25 verses.

Verse 26 begins an obvious break in thought. Here Paul tells them to
avoid confusion by giving every man his turn.

Notice what they did when they came together — “Every one of you
has a psalm, has a doctrine, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an in-
terpretation.” Nothing said about any of them having a pipe or a harp
!

Paul’s mention of pipes and harps are in illustration to emphasize
the one point in the first 25 verses.

a. Paul does not say that pipes and harps need to be understood or
else they will not edify inn the church.

b. This is simply a truth or principle about pipes and harps wher-
ever, whenever, and for whatever purpose.

Paul’s application is solely to the point that they should “utter with
the tongue words easy to be understood” (cf. vs. 9).

If opponent’s application of Paul’s illustration is correct, then the
fact that he mentioned in this same connection the soldier preparing
for battle, that would put “physical war” in the church.

And when Paul uses the Olympic games as an illustration in 1 Cor.
9:24, that would put the prize-ring and the race-track in the church.

And in 1 Cor. 9:9, when he says not to muzzle the ox, that would put
oxen into the church.

XX. Argument Based on Matthew 9:23.

Argument: Flute players are mentioned.

1. The minstrels were playing the flutes at the ruler’s house where the
maid lay dead.

2. Here is an example of instrumental music at a funeral service.

Answer:

1. This is not an act of Christian worship.

2. Jesus told them to “make room.” He put them aside!









