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SPEC-I AL E ·D JTION
Churches of Christ at Work
PASTORING THE FLOCK
Otto Foster*
Some ten different designations are applied to the workers
in the church of our Lord commonly referred to by Christians
as "elders."
Pastor (Latin), meaning shepherd in Anglo-Saxon, . fefers
to tending and feeding the flock. "Overseer" in Greek means
the same as "bishop" in Anglo-Saxon. Only the pastoring, the
shepherding, the overseeing _b y the elder can we consider
in this short article.
We find always a plurality of pastors, and God so ordered
in his chureh. These pastors (elders) were to, "Feed the flock
of God"-the church. Of all the work that is given to these
overseers, none .i s more important' than proper feeding. In
becoming shepherds they are to watch over and feed the flock
of God. This proper feeding brings them under the most sacred
obligation kn0wn-to guard and maintain · the honor . of God,
to keep his teaching and his service pure from all innovations,
to feed the flock with the pure milk of the word of God that
it may grow spiritually. Since these sheep must be properly
fed and the pastors are to do it, or see that it is done, it is
' ~ stated that these men are to be "apt to teach."
If the congregation goes astray for the want of proper
food, the elders (pastors) are at fault. This does not mean
that only fundamentals must be taught; they should strive
to teach their flock to observe all that God commands. They
should impress upon the brethren that they stand for something; that Christ lives in them and that they must be about
their Father's business, carrying out the command of Christ
to preach the gospel to all the world insofar as within them
lies that power; that God's great love, on whieh they feed
daily, teaches them to shar e it with others. In no other way
*The author is aR elder of a h alf century of serv ice in the
kingdom. He has been to dozens of churches to help them in
training eld e r s . Many churches would- do well t o have a week
of spec ia l c lasses for eld ers in the ch urch. B r other Fo ster is a n
e lder of the Central church.

can they be saved. Therefore, the teaching of the flock properly requires the shepherds to teach the giving of their means
liberally, regularly, cheerfully, and persistently, that the use
of that which God has given them may hel'p save their souls
(Mark 8:35, 36). God g~ve us all that we possess. -Will we
damn our souls by using it to try to buy the pleasures of. sin
for ·a season? (Matt. 25:30).
If the pastors teaeh the congregation to properly live, they
must be examples before them in living and giving. The
shepherd leads his she-e p (Psalm 23). "Take heed unto yourselves," Paul said to the elders from Ephesus, "and to all the
flock." Pastor the flock, but look to yourselves first; see that
you are an ensample (1 Peter 5:3).
"Tend the flock"-shepherd or pastor the flock. The imagery here is beautiful. Th1! church is the flock, Christ is the
chief Shepherd, and the elders are the under-shepherds. As
the shephe:ud leeds his flock and protects them from wild
animals, thieves and · robbers, so the elders must care for the
church. They must protect it from evils without and within.
If there is a hobbyist in the congregation, the elders should
not give him recognition as a public teacher and should pre_vent him from sowing discord among brethren, insofar as
such is possible. They should keep out false teachers. They
must -,guard againSt all teaching and practices that rll\st on
human authority, for such vitiate the service of God and
defile the spiritual nature of the taught and cut them off
from the blessings of God, which come to men only through
the aJlpointments of God unmixed with human inventions and
traditions.
"Take the oversight"-In keeping with God:s plan, all activities of the church are to be directed and supervised, in
the proper spirit, by the elders. This does not mean that they
shou1d do all the w5rk themselves. Instead, they should delegate it to others; for by becoming active in the Lord's work
the others grow and develop spiritually. It is the duty of the
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elders to see that these activities a»e properly performedthis is pastering tjle flock.
The modern "pastor system" that seems to be the tendency
in many churches today is regrettable. The preacher is not to
take the place and do the work of the pastors. Usually he is
not one of them.
"Rule well"-as overseers it is in order and necessary for
decisions ~ be made, for work to be outlined, etc. That certainly is the work of the overseer. In the doing of such work, ·
.he will have to study and know the individual members of
his flg.ck and their ability, as. well as their willingness and
desire to work in the church. These elders should rule their
flock in somewhat the same manner that a kind, tactful, yet
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firm and watchful father rules the family. Certainly they are
not to usurp authority or to become puffed up with a feeling
of self importance (1 Peter 5:3). That would disqualify the_m
to serve. They are to watch in behalf of the souls of the flock,
and that requires constant watchcare over each individual; advising with them, praying with and for them, hearing and
keeping their confidences and giving careful and considerate
advice.
Oh! the responsibility of a pastor of a congregation of
Christians; but how wonderful to work with them and with
Christ, the chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4).
Clebmne, Texas.

IMPROVING THE SINGING
· Horace Coffman*
The first great step toward lietter singing is to awaken
the members of our Lord's church to the urgent need for
improvement. The statement that "all are in agreement that
we should improve," is incorrect for even among some leaders of the church we find an attitude that "we are doing well
enough." In fact congregations are often commended and song
leaders complimented by elders, preachers, or member'S when
the singing is very poor. Evidently they are unaware of how
bad it is.
We need to improve our singing because God commanded
that we sing and he knew that good singing would lift us to
higher planes of spirituality. Each act of worship ordained of
God has its place and fills a need in our lives. Therefore, nothing else can take the place of good singing. To neglect our
singing is just as disastrous ,!iS to neglect the Lord's Supper,
prayer, or any of the other acts of worship.
Through the ages God has asked for the best from each
individual who would be well pleasing unto him. Under the law
of Moses a lamb for sacrifice had to be the best from the
flock. In our time it is not enough just to worship, but we
must worship him in spirit and in truth; not enough just to
pray, but pray with the spirit and understanding; not enough
just to sing, but sing with the spirit and the understanding.
We can be lost for not singing! But you say, "Our congregation sings." Are you sure? Does it really sing? When a group
of Christians pay little attention to the meaning of the words
of a song, they have in' great part sung it without the spirit
and the understanding. We must sing scripturally to be acceptable.
Now we come to the "self-justification" phase of this study.
Many say that they cannot sing, or else · sirig. too poorly to
try. Others try but excuse their continued feeble efforts on the
grounds that they do not have the ability 'to improve. When
Timothy was commanded to ·study, would he have been excused
from this command on the grounds that he had never learned
to . read or perhaps did not read very well. Neither can we
neglect God's command to sing simply because we have never
learned to sing or because we sing poorly. With sufficient effort and. time you can, not only learn to sing, but you can
continue to improve. Some learn more rapidly and some sing
more beautifully than others, but remember that God requires
of us according to our ability. Let us start using more of our
ability in learning to carry out God's commands.
Following are a few suggestions for improving our singing.
No doubt there are many others that you think of. Use them
for the improvement of the singing of the church:
The Song Leader
1.

Select good songs that are appropriate for the occasion

• Associate minister, Broadway Ch ureh of Christ.

and for that specified part of the service for which they are
intended. 2. Select your numbers long enough before service time
that you can become more familiar with the words and the
musical score. (Note: The ability to sight-read rapidly is a
wonderful asset, but even a leader with this ability can do
much better if he really knows his song; preferably without
the book).
3. Stand erect, speak to be heard (when announcing the
number or making any comment), look toward the audience,
preferably during the entire song.
4. Pitch the song accurately or at least so it is easily singable. Sing with confidence and manifest the time with a baton
or with your hands. It will help you and the congregation.
5. Humbly remember you are the leader. Your action, spirit, and attitude will be reflected in your congregation, therefore, try to be a good example.
6. Be ready to commend and encourage signs of improvement; but always press on toward perfection.
The Preacher
1. Preach on the subject of singing and its importance in
the life of every Christian.
2. Be a good example by singing with the congregation as
you await time to arise and preach the sermon. ·
3. Commend the song leader and the congregation when
they sing well. It will encourage them and cause them
do
even better.
4. you are a man of great influence, so push the singing
program of the church, also, just as you do other phases of
the work.
.
The Elders
1. Look with favor on efforts to improve the singing. Provide ample opportunities for all ages to .l earn how to sing
and to sing better.
2. Provide singing schools, song drills, or singing normals.
Encourage teaching of songs and sight . reading in year-:rounc'
classes.
3. Encourage your song leaders.
4. Remember that over a .Period of time interest and at-
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tendance will increase because of every good effort. Don't
become discouraged.
The Congregation
1. Sit erect, watch the leader, and stay together.
2. Let the spirit of the song be part of you. Put your
whole being into it. Sing unto the Lord.
3. Sing the best you can no matter how it may seem to
others. However, take advantage of every opportunity to im-
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prove your best.
I would encourage all to do some long-ran.ge planning. Start
now, but remember that the improvement we need in our
singing is attained a little at a time; week by week. Evenr
effort to improve will bear some fruit and some day ea~h
congregation will see its singing a real glory to God and a
blessing to man.
Lubbock, Texas.

EFFECTIVE PERSONAL VISITATION WORK
Otis Gatewood*
Many members of the church are dead spiritually. They do
not r~ad their Bibles, pray, or attend services regularly, except on Sunday mornings. And why? In my estimation it is
because they are not given any definite work to do in the
church.
We have found in the church in Germany that the members
who ate given some definite work to do as soon as they are
baptized grow and develop, but those who remain inactive grow
weaker and ultimately quit coming to . church· altogether.
It is impossible to keep all of the members of the church
active unless they are given personal work to do. SQrmoP..s
can be preached on the need of personal work, but these will
not do any good unless members of the church are given
some leadership in showing them what to do.
We have found here in Germany that one. of the best ways
to get personal work done is to have a definite work evening. We use 'l<uesday· evening because it is soon after Sunday and we therefore can contact the new people who were at
church the last Sunday as soon as possible. We do not leave
personal work on a voluntary basis. We select definite members of the church and ask them in writing to meet with : us
on a definite evening for work. If you make a public announcement ln church inviting all the members of the church
to come, very few if any will be there. And often with such
a public announcement the least qualified will be present and
those with the best ability will never come. But by a written
invitation ;ach one invited will make a special effort to be
present. There is a denominational church in Detroit that is
known as the largest church in America. They attribute their
growth to one work evening each week. Members of the church
of Christ meet often to worship and study the Bible, but very
few churches have work evenings where the members are
given some active part in the chw:ch.
After personal workers come together on a particular evening naturaYy the question arises of how their work is to
be assigned. One of the poorest ways for them to do personal
work is to go from door to door calling on total strangers.
One of the best ways is for them to visit the non-members
who attended church services. If your congregation and community is small, the best way to get. these names is to ask
tvio · or three members of the church to meet all non-members
who come. ~f they know the people who come they should make
a list of the non-members who attend. If strangers come~ those
responsible sHould go to these visitors and ask them to sign
a guest book or visitor's card. If the congregation is large a
public announcement should be made asking all visitors to
sign cards or guest book. In large congregations it is also
good to get the names of visitors in the different Bible
classes. Much of the personal ·work should be built around .
these people who thus have shown an active interest in the ·
church by attending.
Before the meeting on Tuesday night, the evangelist and
someone should get together and decide how the work should
be done. Two people should visit together, and here in Frankfurt the names of those to be visited are written on blank speets
*For a detailed discussion of this theme read the author's book,
"You Can Do Per,.onal Work."

of paper with whatecver information is available about eooh
person. Each two peroonal worl;:ers are given about four different names on four dilferent sheets of paper. These sheets
are placed in a folder with the names of the an.es to do the
visiting on the back of each folder. This simplifies assi~
ments, for each personal worker has in writing the work lie
is to do . After a short talk by the leader and a prayer the
work can be started with little loss of time. After each vil>it
the -personal worker should write out a description of the
visit on the sheet. of the person he visited. Those folders should
be returned to the evangelist and the person in charge n<>t
later than the Wednesday night at prayer meeting after the
visits are made on Tuesday night. The leader in personal work
can t ell from the written reports what should be done in future visitS! with each- contact.
Several things should be observed ·by those doing the personal work. When you first go to
home, after you introduce yourself. you should say that you come from the church
of Christ and that you wish to tell them how glad the church
was to have had them in the services last Sunday. Try to
est~blish some personal contact between you and the family,
and tell them that you would like for them to meet your family. Then the next Sunday be sure to watch for the people,
_and if they are present be sure to remember their names and
greet them. Invite them and the children to come with you
to the Bible classes. If they are not present the next Sunday,
be sure to go back the next Tuesday and see why they were
absent. If they are interested in Bible study in their howe,
go back each week and keep teaching this family until they
are converted. It is best as soon as possible to invite them to
your home. If possible, invite other members of the f!hurch
at the same time so that their acquaintance with members of
the church will be broadened. Be sul'e to stay in contact with
a good prospect when you have found one until you have converted him. Don't think that you must find a new prospect
each week. As the personal workers get all the conta-cts the}'
can take care of other members of the ehurch Sh{)u]d be
signed to new prospects. In this way all the members of the
church can be kept busy.
.But such a program must have someone w lead and direct
the personal workers. Even i! all the personal w;orkers (}o n9t
meet each week, the leader should know what is done and
should see to it that something active is do11e each week by
each personal worker with his c ontacts. At least onae each
month all personal workers should be called together by the
leader and reports before the other personal workers should
be made about what each has done and the progress that is
made. If such meetings are not held regularly the interest in
personal work sags and dies.
·
Many preachers work themselves to death trying to do all
the personal work in a congregation. It's much better to use
such a program to keep the members of the church busy. It
takes a lot of work in planning, but such activity is good for
the members. It causes them to be more interested, to read
their Bibles regularly, pray often, and be in church every time
the doors are- open. Brethren, we can give the church ~ new
spiritual awakening with such a w<>rk evening and work program.
Frankfurt A.M., Germany.
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ELDERS MUST WORK
John G. Yo\lll1Jg*

The duties of elders as given in the Bible lay upon them
serious obligations. These obligations should not be taken
lightly. They have to do· with the welfare of the church and
the spreading of the gospel. I believe the work and progress,
the peace, the growth, and the strength of Christ's church
depends upon the strength of the eldership to a large extent.
· An elder should be devoted to his task and willing to devote
ftime and serious thought to his office. He should be unselfish,
:ready at all times to labor and anxious to be used. When true
,devotion exists among elders, and abounding love of the church
'is present, and courage to go forward is abundant, then the
cllurch abounds unto every good work. Lacking such love,
devotion, or courage, the church will lack the leadership
needed to strengthen and expand the kingdom. An elder, selfish
of time or lazy of mind or body will fail to perform his obligations. He should be willing to give of his time and thought
and planning that the church might be a busy workshop for
the Lord.
·
The planning of the work of the congregation should be
with broad vision. "Where there is no vision the people perish."
Every phase of activity should be planned : the minister with
his preaching and teaching and visitation, the Bjble school,
vacation schools, singing, radio work, revival meetings, fellowship meetings, local co-operating work, establishing new
congregations, aiding needy congregations, Negro work, Mexican work, U. S. mission work and foreign mission work. All
these need to be planned if they are to be done by a church in
a businesslike and orderly way.
Now the planning of these are good, but the stimulation and
encouragement of the whole membership that they may feel
that they have a necessary part in them is better. Christians
grow by work. I am convinced that they will usually accepf
a challenge to good work and acc_om.plish it and be ready again
•The !).uthor is a res pected elder in one of the most active
churches in the nation which meets at Sears and Summit in
Dallas, Texas. Its annual contribution is over $100,000 per year.
He is also Chairman of the Board of Southwestern Christian
College at Ter r ell, Texas.

!_

and again for further challenges to do Christian work. This
has been proved many times over in the one congregation that
I know best.
Devoted members come and ask to be given work. Members
move to a congregation and need to be given a task. Of
course the · Lord puts every Christian to work, but the elders
can · specify and encourage. An elder who cannot or will not
shoulder and discharge these obligations should ask to. be
relieved.
An elder should strive to know the membership. He should
1
know their strength, abilities and capabilities; their weaknesses
. and temptations, that they may be used to the utmost in "'
church activities and that they may be strengthened in living.
An elder should be availabl e for counseling in time of need.
He should be so versed in knowledge that he can be of aid.
He should be approachable, peaceful, steady and full of hospitality, in the broad sense, that his counsel will be sought.
"A shepherd" is one of his descriptive names.
Elders should plan the work of the church. Deacons working under their supervision can be given many duties and
they in turn can utilize many other members in their work.
Thus an ever widening circle of workers wili be laboring for
the cause.
Members sometimes leave a congregation because, they say,
"There was no work for me to do" or, "They are not working ..,
and I want to be where work is being done."
The elders must maintain the teaching and preaching of the
gospel in its purity and simplicity and be ever on guard against
error. They should therefore have knowledge of truth that a
deviation therefrom is recognized. This requires working with
the word; study, and devotion. They should be working examples in teaching and life.
.
Purity of teaching, shepherding the congregation, planning
for ever-increasing activity, the encourll$ement of the saints,
the converting of others to work in the kingdom, these are all
a part of the worthy work of elders. Courage, vision, faith,
love and devotion should be their attributes.
Dallas, Texas.

IMPROVING QUALITY OF BIBLE SCHOOL WORK
Alan Bryan•

Ofteu we are conscious of the need to increase the quantity
of our work in Bible school but f:til to realize that the quality
of our teaching program must be improved constantly. Failure
to do this will not only defeat the primary aims of the Bible
school in leading souls to Christ and in fostering Christian
growth· and · development, but also will eventually hamper the
quantitative growth. Increase in quantity often comes easy and
quickly. Improvement in quality comes about only through constant and long periods of planning, tireless preparation, work
and evaluation.
We in the church today have been very conscious of the
need for numerical growth but often we have left th~ possibility of our improving the quality to mere chance. E lders
in every congregation to which God has delegated the "feeding of the fl ock" should realize that God expects them to see
*The author g ives practically full tim e to working with the
teachin g program of the church a t Broadway and "T", Lubbock,
Texas. Th ey ave rage 1100 in Sunday mornin g classes and have
an annua l week of teacher training . There w ere 1300 in vacation
Bible school.

I

that teaching is done and that sueh teaching is improved week
by week, ye~r in and year out.
We, as elders, preachers, and teachers entrusted by God
with the teaching of sou\s, must .answer to · God not only as
to WHAT we teach, but BOW we teach. ~d will hold th'
man accountable that neglects the HOW just as much -ist L
man that neglects the WHAT. When the church everywhere
realizes that improvement of quality is not only necessary but
is possi'bie in every in stance, more and better teaching will be
done. ·Here are some practical suggestions for the improvement of the quality of Bible school work:
1. Elders can better prepare thef\'lselves to do this all important job of overseeing the spiritual nourishment of the
flock by attending lectureships, . teacher training courses and
similar services held at congregations and colleges throughout
the brotherhood. Every worthwhile article or book published
in the field of teaching should be studied carefully by elders.
This will do much to increase the vision of the bishops and to
train them in the actual supervisio·n of the phase of church
work.

j
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2. Every opp-o rtunity to get qualified men to speak to the
local congregation on the educational work of the church should
be used. This will include special one night services, special
series, or similar occasions.
3. A constant training program should be conducted in
every congregation for the training and development of present and prospective teachers. Too often one is selected to teach
because he or she is willing rather than because he or she is
trained and qualified for such a task.
4. Regular teachers meetings, both of a general and a departmental nature, should be held. The elders should consiantly confer with all teachers as to the work being done and
the improvement .of such.
5. The church can facilitate further training by providing
_ a lit>rafy of teacher training materials and by encouraging
each teacher to build up a personal library in his or her particular field. The adage, <~Reading maketh a ready man" is
tl'Ue in Bible school teaching also.
6. A constant visitation program should be carried on in
every class of the Bible school. Every teacher should visit
every home at least once every three months. The co-teacher,
or assistant, should . supplement this visiting by aiding the
teacher in visiting absentees and prospective members. A parent of one of the children in each class can be selected as a
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visiting teacher to help further in a constant visitation pro- '
gram.
7. A close contact must be maintained at all times between ·
teacher, pupils, and the homes of the pupils. This can be done
by such mediums as open house (services conducted on a week ·
night when parents are allowed to observe classroom procedure), teacher-parent conferences, ana meetings attended by
teachers and :{larents in discussing the work of the Bible.
school.
8. A constant program should be carried on in educating
the entire congregation on the work and possibilities of the
Bible school. This can be done through the church bulletin,
letters sent to · church members by the .e lders or preacher, and
sermons.
9. A constant study should be made by both elders and
teachers of materials being used and . other materials that
mi-ght be used in the teaching program of the church. Teachers can learn to produce . materials well suited to certain needs .
for the local congregation.
These are but a few suggestions that might help to improve ·
the quality of Bible school work. One has truly said, "We are·
what we have been taught to be." The better man, therefore,
is the better taught man. God being our helpers, we can
· through constant work and prayer do a better job of teaching souls the way of Christ.
.

TRAINING BI BLE ·rEACHERS
Leonard Mullens
Alert elders are always watching for any right way to 'increase the amount of good the church does. These overseers
have the high responsibility of conducting the Bible school
in such a way that God is glorified, the church edified, and
souls saved. Whatever can be done to improve the work of
Bible teaching deserves their attention.
The quickest and best way to aid the work of the Bible
school is by improving the teaching. But the only way to improve the teaching · is through the teachers in the classes. This
calls for training the teac}jers in their high and holy calling
of breaking the bread of life to those who come.
Teachers are made, not born. Regardless of the native ability that God has granted to any individual, that talent can be
improved. Many people in the church today could develop into
fine Bible teachers if only the incentive to prepare can be
furnished them. Here then the SUDervisors of the church are
faced with the responsibility of providing the necessary training in order to make this great work of teaching more effective. This is not to say that many devoted men and women
·in the past have not done untold good by teaching hungry
sou1s the truth, nor to reflect upon the earnest sincere efforts
of any teacher now striving to teach, who may not hav~ had
1.ny teacher training. It is, though, rather obvious that those
.vho now do a good work without any training could do an
even better work with the right kind of help.
The question comes: "Does the church have the right to
teach teachers how to teach?" Certainly implied in the command of Christ to teach is found also the right of the elders
to provide that which will make the teaching more effective.
We are not now discussing what is to be taught. That is not
within the province of this matter. The gospel is to be taught.
This goes without saying. When we study methods of teaching, and ways of presenting the truth to the various age levels
in the Bible classes, we only improve talents God ha,s given.
;

That there is a need for such training has been rather widely
recognized in the church, and does not here neeq much discussions. How shall this training be given? When ·shall it be
given?

•

First, we may suggest that every congregation ought to
conduct regular meetings for the teachers. These should be
conducted .under the supervision of the- elders of the church.
At this time, the work of the Bible school in a general way
may' be set before the teachers, and a portion of the time de- .
voted to a study of those things that will help the teachers
to improve their work of spreading Bible knowledge to their
pupils. In just about every congregation there ought to be
someone found who has a knowledge of the principles of teaching, and who can set these things before the teachers. If not,
the,n, the elders can select a man from outside the local church
to aid the teachers in such work.
What ought Bible teachers know? It goes without saying
that they should and must know the Bible. A teacher cannot
teach what a teacher does not. know. Let us train the teachers
in Ol.d and New Testament history, and see that each one
has a broad, general working knowledge of the entire word
of God. Let us insist that teachers know first the principles
of the Bible. It is much better to have a teacher who knows
the Bible than to have one who kTiows all the best method!;1,
but who does not have any working knowledge of the truth
of God. Let us train the teachers in human nature; in the
human mind, and its workings. Let us endeavor to impress
upon the teacher of a Bible class that eaeh pupil is an individual soul.
Teachers need to be trained in the best methods of teaching. How mflY this be done? Good books that set forth these
methods may be purchased by the church and placed in the
church library, or circulated among the teachers in the school.
These may then be discussed in the . regular meetings. For
$25.00 a dozen excellent books on teaching methods can be
acquired. Or, as suggested above, a good man or woman to
aid the teachers can be brought in from outside to assist in
this work. Again, a good correspondence course can be prepared for home study on the part of the teachers that will
train them in the use of better methods. The elders may also
arrange for the teachers to visit other local churches of ChriSt
wehre they may observe good teachers at work, and so be in. struc.ted by example .
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It may . even be necessary to instruct these teachers in the
rudiments of the English language. Words are vehicles of
thought. This shows us the importance of our teachers using
the words of our language in such a way that the truth is
clearly set fo rth for the minds and hearts of the pupils. Let
eaeh teacher be instructed in tme historf of the specifie denominations that exist about us. It is especially important that all
·teachers from the junior age level on up be able to handle
.and to refute false doctrine. This will call for a study by the
·.teacher of the beliefs and practices of the v£rious religious
tS\lC.ts.

As you may now realize, the field of information related to
teacher training is quite a broad one indeed, and the work of
teacher training requires time and effort. It is only possible
for us to make suggestions that will stimulate your thinking.
When shall these periods of training for teachers be {:Onducted 7 This will have to be left up to the ~udgment of the
local bishops. For those teachers who are already teaching, some
night during the week will have to be selected. The regularity
of such meetingS' will also be determined by local circumstances. Or, a ·class of tr-aining teachers how to teach may be
held on Sunday evening ·just before the evening worship bour,
if desired. A class fgr prospective teachers could even take
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place on Sunday rooming, although this does not seem to be
the best thing to do.
In a city or in a locality where enough local churches are
close together, these congregations rna¥ coo,perate in having
special times for teacher training. All the teachers can come
together in a central place, and outstanding teachers of the
different departmen't s of work can be brought in for these institutes. This is a wonderful way to improve the teaching
work of the local church. However, such a joint effort, held
usually for about five nights once or twice a year, ought not
to substitute for the meetings for training in the local congregation itself.
How great are the rewards for the sincere Bible teacher!
How tremendous are the responsibilities of 1Jhose who speak
f<;>rth the words of life! Let us recall that the quality of our
teaching is to be measured by the fruit that it bears in the
lives of those taught. If it does not affect the Jife, and change
it into the image of God, we have faiied. For this reason, a
teacher must first be sound in life and ' character personally.
No amount of training crut ever take the place of real Christianity in the heart of the teacher. Remember you are not just
a teacher, but a teacher of the Bible! May God help you to
be just that.
Dal.Jas, Texas.

·A GOOD PUBliCITY PROGRAM CAN HUP FORWARD THE LORD'S WORK
Ralph Bumpass*

The laundry business has something in common with the
Lord's bt~in e s s. That may sound like an absurd statement; but
in the laundry business, everybody is a prospect. Every family is a pr·ospect. Every person who wears clothes' and gets·
them dirty is a prospect. It does not matter if that person is
washing his own clothes on a bohrd or carrying them tp a
laundryette. No matter what he i:s doing with his clothes at
the present time, he still remains a prospect for the power
laundries.
That same fact holds true in the Lord's business. Every creature is a prospect for the church of the Lord. The gospel of
Christ is for every individual, so each and every person is
definitely a prospect.
Second, there is a certain amount of prejudice- against power
laundries. There are people who say: "Don't send your: clothes
to a power laundry. They will tear off the buttons, tear up
your shir~s, lose your clothes, or wear them out. They won't
pay their claims, and they even wash your shirts in the same
washer and the very same water with other people's · shirts."
Now what do ·some people say about the church of Christ:
"Oh, that group thinks that they are better than anyone
else's denomination. Why, those bigoted folks over there believe they are the only ones who can preach the gospel of
Christ! They believe that they are the only ones who are right.
They ev~n teach water salvation."
Both of the statements above are misconceptions based on
prejudice. Let's considel· briefly the first one dealing with the
laundry industry: Do the· power laundries wash yocr .;;:h irts
with the other man's shirts? Are different bundles of clothes
washed in the same machines in the same water? What difference can that make, since every washer of clothes is passed
through nine to twelve different waters, at varying degrees of
tempera£ure. Certain chemicals and disinfectants are used on
all clothes so that when the last rinse water is drained off
your socks and shirts; the bacteria count will be less than in
the tap water of your own fawcet at home. So_you can see
*Ralph Bumpass is owner of the Bluebonnet Laundry in Lubbock, Texa,s. He Is an active· member of the Southside Church of
~1st, and interested In see.lng the church do a better job of
teaching the public.

how sanitary it is when you send your clothes to a power
laundry.
Now Jet's look at the statements often made about the
church : It has been said that the church of Christ may think
they are better than anybody else's denomination. In the
first place, the church of the Lord is not bound by any denominational teaching
any form.
is not a denomination,
but it ind udes all of. the saved people of the earth. It is not
bound by denomination al lines or sectarian teaching. Its teaching is much broader than that. Still, some of these prejudices
remain.
How can these types of prejudice be broken down? That
is one of the problems that faces e2·ch of us who are eoncerned
with or interested in the furthering of Christ's work in the
community. I would suggest a strong, public relations program
-adve1tising; if you please!

m

n

It has not been too many years ago that a woman's smoking
in public was considered bad or immoral. People in general today do not feel that is true. How has SU'Ch a change come
about? The · cigarette companies have broken down that idea.
Billboards on every highway carry the picture of a beautiful
woman smoking a cigarette. Thei1! a1:e advertisements in the
newspapers and on the screens in moVie theaters. Constant
repetition of women's smoking cigarettes in an attractive__!!ght
l1ave softened the people's viewpoint and influenced them tv
accept a woman's smoking t&day:. Some of us might personally
believe that a ·woman should not smoke; still the general public has begun to accept it because of advertising.

Another modern-day industry which is . just growing by
leaps and bounds spends millions of dollars annually in selling
its product-old, hard liquor! At random recently, I clipped
ads related to whiskey from a newspaper in West Texas, and
I found that one entire page had been used in that newspaper
by different concerns who were adve1tising liquor in an attractive manner. Such statements as these were used: "The
highest flavor"; "a gift of beauty, a joy forever"; "celebrating its 82nd Christmas of old-fashioned goodness." There were
many others, and all of them contributed to a magnificent
public relations program, a good selling job. We need to ad-.
0
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vertise tke church in an attractive, effective manner! Advertising does not cost, it pays!
_
'1.Y!• how do we go about planning our pr.ogram for the
Lord's Wfk? A group of us get togethel'-the elders, the
deacons, a~da_ few other interested persons, and we draw up
a budget. We lit such things as preacher's salary, salaries
for janitors, missionwork, orphan hol!_les,· utilities, and so on;
and- we come right on drf!:: to every item. o~ expense .we can
think of, even to the payme~ on the bwlding. And JUst. be, "'"leone may ask the question:
f ore we close out the meet1•
th
"11
ng, so ... .,, Th
"Aren't t here some hidden expenses'
en, an? er WI suggest that miscellaneous expe nse b e a "td,ed.
miscelr And
R m. that
p
Ianeous expense, you will find our pJ, 1c _e1ations rogra~.
Under that item will be found our ad~rtis1~g fund. That IS
just about the way ·that we go about pl.Jlnmg for our publiCity program for the forwarding of the -LOrd's work.
Some of you may well feel that
t• :tiot compete on the
..
we mus .. b
Wh
t'~
same basis as the two industries
t"
d a ove.
Y no ·
men 10ne t
"f th .
b
These industries know that the more they -~ e~si y eir pu lie relations program, the more the sale c-·· the1r products. c?ntinues to grow. Their belief in th eff ,.veness of adverhsmg
'
e
ec . d rti
t .
leads them to increase their number of a ve semen s m relation to the increase in the sale of the{ • r_oducts.
The churches of C:hrist have been ruiUlmg an ad in the
Lubbock, Texas, Avalance Journal for a pe~od of ten years,
and I personally want to commend the brethren :?r having
started this ad. This weekly ad is a step in the right direc+,:on, I believe. But the congregations have gro·wn from four to tee:
and have not increased this ad perceptibly. We should have a
half-page!
·
The question might be asked: What do you think we ought
to spend on advertising? If you have your building completely
fillec;l eveiy Sunday, if you have chairs in the aisle and people
are looking in the windows and in the doors, and there. is no
room for another person to get into the building, then I believe that we should spend at least five per cent of our entire contribution for a good public relations program.
Frankly, with no more advertising than we have done in the
last ten years, I think we could very well spend ten percent
of our entire contributions on advertising alone. I would estimate the total contributions in Lubbock to be around $350,000
annually. Thus, we should be spending $35,000 a year on an
effective and mtensive public relations program.
I firmly believe that we should be using one-half a page
in the daily paper each , week for the ad, "The Churches of
Christ Salute You." A similar sized ad should be put in the
weekly .paper. These two ads - would probably cost ali of the
churches about $10,000 per year. The remaining $20,000 could
well be spent on radio, ~levision, direct mail; and other media
for advertising the church of the Lord in an attractive light.
Remember, advertising does not cost, it actually pays.
Some of the brethren might offer this criticism: "We don't
need more advertising. What we need is to preach the word
of the Lord." I certainly agree that it is true that we must
~ontin'.le to preach the word ~f the Lord. The word of God is
.he seed of the kingdom and you plant that seed in the hum_an
heart. It is just like planting a cotton seed or a grain of
wheat. When you plant a seed in the soil that has been carefully prepared, it brings forth after its kind. And that is also
true with the word of God. Plant the seed of the kingdom in
the heart, and it brings forth after its kind or it brings forth
a Christian.
·However, notice that we have left one part of the parallel
off. We have forgotten all about the preparation of the soil.
The farmer who goes out to scatter his seed would have a poor
harvest if he failed to soften up the soil, get the weeds out,
or .Prepare the soil for the seed to bring forth. The same thing
· is true with the r.uman heart. It needs to be prepared. Prejudices
should be broken down through a good publicity program before the seed is planted in the heart. Once that has been. done,
a Christian is more likely to be horn. A person who has no

Page Seven

prejudice in his heart will come nearer accepting what the
Bible teaches than the one whose thinking is based on prejudice.
Advertising will aid greatly in this respect if it is well designed and prepared.
The failure to do necessary advertising may also have a
harmful effect, as may be illustrated by the following story:
A man went into the fish market business.- He put iri a
beautiful fish market, and he placed a large sign outside,
stating FISH FOR SALE HERE. It was a large sign and a
very beautiful one, and the proprietor was filled with great
hopes of success.
One morning, a man came along who was in a negative
mood like some of the brethren who always wish to object
to something. This man told the proprietor that he would like
to ask a question.· Of course the proprietor wanted to hear it
because he was eager to please all. The man asked if he
had fish for sale anywhere but there, and the proprietor answered : "This is the only place I have fish for sale." Then
the man said: "Well, you don't need HERE on the sign. All
you need is FISH FOR SALE."
The proprietor, who wanted to please everybody, went out
and painted over the HERE and left this sign for the public
to see-FISH FOR SALE. In time another man came along
and asked if the owner had fish for any other reason than for
sale, When the- owner responded that was the only reason
he had fish was for sal~ the second man said, "Well, you
don't need FOR. SALE on your sign. FISH is all you need
for you are only going to sell them."
Again, the proprietor, eager to please, painted over the
FOR SALE. He knew that no one could object to that beautiful
sign F ISH. But lo . and behold, another man came into the
market and said, "I notice you have a huge sign outside that
ays FISH. Why, you can smell these "boogers" a block away.
~ don't need that sign out there." So the proprietor painted
over the word FISH. He f~lt .that perhap~ he did not need any
sign at ail. Df course, soon the man went ·broke and was out
of ~siness.
'
The moral of the stf.>ry is obvious: The laek of effective
advertising can also hav'e-~ harmful effect. So, let's give the
Lord's work the kind of pubJicity program it needs for furthering its growth in our c~mmunity. Remember, good advertising does not cost, it paysl
-~----. Lubbock, Texas.

Books That. Should Be in Every Home
The Bible,.. Book by Boo.k, by J . D. Tidwell, giving Analyses, Outlines and Notes on every book of the
Bible. A po·pular guide to Bible study in secondary
schools and colleges -----------------------The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volume·a, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars -------Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ------------------------Commentary on Mattli.ew and Mark _
by J. W. McGarvey ------------------------Commentary oli Matthew by ·a Leo Boles ---------Commentary on Luke by i. S. Lamar -------------Commentary on Mark by C. E. W. Dorris ---------Commentary on Luke by H. Leo Boles ------------Commentary on John by C. E. W. Dorris-----------Commentary on Acts by H. Leo Boles -----------Commentary on Romans by Lipscomb and Shepherd__
Commentary on Revelation by John T. Hinds -----Co-mmentary on_the Gospel of John by B. W. Johnson
Comm~J}tary on the Book of A-ets by J. W. McGarvey
Commentary on Hebrews by Milligan -------------Send all orders to:
FmM FOUNDATION PUBLISIDNG HOUSE
Austin, Texas

Box 't7

2.60
25.00
2.50
3.00
$3,00
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
2.60
3.00
3.00
3.60
2.50
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EDITORIAL

Tuesday, February 10, 1953
G. H. P. SHOWALTER, JWiior

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooopoooopoooooooooopooooooo opooo~o

S P E C·l A L ISSUE
large number of churches ~{ordered a thousand
copies each and many others-500, 200, or a
smaller number of COJ?~s. These will be distributed
in places where thy. wiJ.l be read, and we feel
sure that great g.!2'd will be accomplished.
Already s.ome r~ve suggested that we bring
<;mt the enti~e SJi=J.es of articles in a pamphlet
form that w1ll l,e convenient to read. We are
asking all of our readers to communicate with
us immediately a_s to how many copies of such
a tract th?y are n a position to handle.
For copies of th;.s issue of the Firm Foundation send $1.75 or fifty copies or $3.50 for 100
copies or $35.0J for 1,000 copies.
We ~t>preciate the fine articles prepared by
t, ese brethren and extend our -thanks for this
)ervice.

We present with pleasure this special issue of
the Firm Foundation examining from several
standpoints by a number of capable writers the
great subject of the "Charch of Christ at Work."
The editorial direction of this issue is in the
hands .of Brother M. Norvel Young. Brother
Young has done a fine piece of work on his part,
and the writers have contributed matter that we
believe will be read with interest and profit by
the many thousands of people who have the OPportunity of reading the Firm Foundation.
As we go to press, we are trying to take care
of all orde:rs that have been received or that may
be received during the present week. On this account, we urgently ask ·aU who would like to
have any number of copies to write us or wire
us ; and we will be prepared to fill _al~ orders. A
I

---

WOMEN AT WvRK IN THE CHURCH
.

Anna Roberts
,
In one of my college classrooms .t"here hung this motto: "I
they can do. I heard a gospel preacher, who had made the
want you to grow to be as beautiful as God meant you to be
change from the group who oppose Bible classes and other
when he thought of you first." lkd's first thought of womam
practices to work with us, say that he had seen women in
was as a helpl!l!~!._~r~-~. .Jl{nce holy women will never lose
those groups who usurped the authority of men by their atsight of what God meant them to be when he thought of them
titudes, speech, and actions far more than some women who
first. The very nature of her creation-being taken out of
were teaching God's word in classes. Woman can, by her atman-adds to the closeness of ·this relationship to him. Every
titude, f ail to be in subjection though she may never step outtime the word "woman" is spoken it is a reminder that she
side her sphere in the usual sense of the word.
was taken out of man-literally bone of his bone 3.l'.d flesh of
What then is woman's part in building up the church? Let
his flesh.
us remember that a Christian woman's every activity is done
The name which the first man gave his- \vife is also sigas a . member of the church as she is in the church whether
nificant: "Eve, the mother of all living." So, from the beshe be at work at home or elsewhere, in her social life or
ginning, woman's responsibilities were twofold: helpmeet and
in working with groups in various capacities. I sa}'l the first
mother. Any activity in which she engages today is or should
work of womeJ;t in building up the church is the building of
be but .an enlargement of these two obligations.
a truly Christian home. Only insofar as this is done can the
church be built up according to the more than a dozen ways
The apostle Peter says that the holy women aforetime adornS!poken of in this special issue. In the primary sense it is the
ed themselves with the incorruptible apparel of a meek and
mothers of men that train elders and Gleacons, gospel preach-'
quiet spirit (1 Peter 3:4). Holy women realize that spiritual
ers, and singers, that win fri ends for the church and teach
at~re takes precedence over the outward adorning. One who
stewardship.
wore the robes of a queen told her son that the clothing of a
A national organization for women has for the past several
worthy woman are strength and dignity (Prov. 31:25).
years been conducting a survey called, "The Cost of Neglect
Recently I heard (by transcription) Bi'other Homer Hailey
Program," wherein it is attempted to measure the harm done
preach a sermon on elders and their work. He said we h~ve
to children as a r esult of many mothers' working away from
stressed the qualifications of elders to the extent that we have
the home during World War II. Statistics are not necessary.
almost lost sight of the work of elders. Might there not be
If you have seen one instance of a sad result you know the
a parallel with woman's work in the church. Stress has been
cost was too great.
.
put ort what women cannot do until many think there is nothI like the meaningful words which the Holy Spirit via the
New Testament writers used to speak of Christian women:
*The author Is the wife of Luther Roberts, evangelist of the
Chaste, meek and quiet spirit, reverent, not slanderers, teachers
church In Corsicana, and has had much experience In teaching
women's classes, women Bible school teachers and as dean of
of that which is good, sober minded, kind, keepers at home,
women at Abilene Christian College.
full of good works, laboring in the gospel. Ponder these words,

...'
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But remember also that while these specific things are said of
women, every statement in the New Testament (except the
ones specifically addressed to men) pertaining to spiritual
growth and service is spoken to woman as well as man. Certainly woman has restrictions placed upon her. For that she
should be thankful. In a spiritual as well as a literal sense
woman's work is never done. Christian women do · not have
time to be bored (which a popular columnist says is the most
·wide&pread disease of the modern world), to be lazy, neurotic, or even phlegmatic.
What can and should women be doing? Maintain peaceful,
comfortable homes where strength of character an_d fear of
love for God can be implanted in the lives of those who dwell
therein. Be sure that you and your family do not miss an opportunity to receive both inspiration and information from
every service in which the cong~egation assembles. Be a good
neighbor; - maintain the respect of the people in your community. Render any worthwhile service which you are called
upon to do by the elders of the church or by those appointed
by them for certain works. And if you are not called upon,
fi~d something to do. It is ever present. Visit a sick neighbo;r
or friend-or a well one .who needs encouragement and who
might be receptive to the truth of God's word. Women in the
church can maintain a "welcome wagon" such as many cities
have, not in the sense of taking material gifts to newcomers
in the city but in the capacity of going into the homes of newcomers and making them feel welcome and creatin.g within
them the desire to be associated with such as you are.
Or again, grow flowers and add •beauty to life or vegetables
and fruits that give strength to our being, remembering that
thereby we are being God-like, as it was he who planted the
first garden. Or make garments as did Dorcas and be full
of good works and alms deeds. Or help someone to learn the
way of the Lord more perfectly as did Priscilla. Never let
your mind stop . growing. Remember we are C()mmanded to
think, to grow, to study, and to exercise our senses suffiaiently
to discern.
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Work willingly with your hands even if it means rising .early
as was said of the worthy woman. Give food to your household
(Prov. 31). This very week in two discussions with couples
who w:_ere having difficulties the statement was made of the
woman: "She never prepared a decent meal." Give tasks to
your maidens (Prov. 31)-teach those young girls in your
household to be (like you) keepers or workers at home. Teach
your sons to have respect for the home and for womankind.
"Remember that any cha-racter building or civic organization,
whether it be P.T.A., study club, boy or girl &eouts, or a small
sewing club, is secondary and should be kept in its place. If
ever there is a choice to make between attendance at same-.
thing of this kind and a meeting with God's people, you have .
no choice. Christian women are to seek first the kingdom of
God.
Offer your horne as a place where wholesome recreation may
be planned for your children and their friends, or plan it yourself. Do not feel that it is the obligation of their teachers or
of the church to make all of the provisions for their entertainment.. Work toward the development of yourself and your
family in what someone has called, growing on the square;
that is, in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and man.
Be conscious of the fact that while the physical and· mental
needs Of both you and your family are important, the spiritual
needs tower above them and that the fulfilling of the physical
and mental needs should but serve as means to the one great
end-building spiritual chaJ;acter.
,
Both time -and space fail me to tell of other good works
which holy women may pursue, but may we sum it all up as
the gospel writer did of Jesus-to go about doing good.
An ancient proverb cow1sels: ''If thou hast two pence, spend
one for bread and with the other buy hyacinths for the ·soul."
There is a · balance in life between bre-ad and food for the
soul and holy women will strive to find and maintain that
balance and help others to know of its worth and beauty.
Corsicana, Texas.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES IN DOrNG PERSONAL WORJ(
Wayne Hargrove*
Until recently I was an "associate rninis.t er'' in a large coRgregation in Houston, the South's largest city. I ·directed the
singing and taught classes regularly and preached when the other minister was away, but one of my major t~sks was "personal work." Some of the problems · I have faced and experiences I have had are presented herewith for whatever they
may be worth to the reader. Not all of tha individuals mentioned are -members of the congregation where I labor.
In this city of more than 600,000 souls, this city to which
multitudes have come to find employment, "to buy and sell
and get gain," to attempt to lose themselves and their prob.o
le~ in this cosmopolitan mass of humanity-here are found
all types of people. In this city are found the native and the
foreigner, the rich and the poor, the cocksure and the bewild~red, the ambitious and the discouraged, the triumphant
and the frustrated, the sincere and the dishonest, the highly
educated and the ignorant, the indifferent and the interested.
We ask every visitor at worship to give us his name, address, business, and religious affiliation on a "visitor's c~rd."
Then we ministers make personal calls on as many of tp.ese
individuals as possible. Frequently we are called on to advise
with members of the church concerning their personal problems. Also, we are asked often to hel-p with the problems of
friends and acquaintances of members. Numerous letters are
*The author is now evangelist · for the McGregor Park church
in Houston. He still devotes much time 'to personal 'work.

1

received from anxious mothers ,and fathers all over the na·tion asking that we visit their son or daughter in an effort
to interest them in the church. Visitation in the more than
fifty hospitals here 'present all sorts of mental, moral, and
spiritual prqblems.
My personal work, of course, is scattered all over this
sprawling metropolis. The calls are made sometimes in homes
of people, sometimes in the offices, shops, stores and factories where they work. New streets and subdivisions in such
a rapidly growing area sometim.es make addresses hard to
find. I drive an average of more than fortY' mil~ per day
within the city limits. One visit is often fifteen ·or twenty
miles across town from the other. Not infrequently the call
that requires two hours of driving and hunting is in vainthe person sought has moved and left no address. On a recent
afternoon (in very hot weather) I drove thirty-five miles
making nine ca}Js and found no one home. One of the individuals had moved just thirty minutes before I arrived, and
had left no address. Sometimes I make as many as ten attempts before I find an individual. ~ometirnes I make more
calls than that before getting .the person alone in a situation
where I ·can talk to him or her perS()nally. But how profitable
is all the time and work expended when that person is baptized into Clnist OT is brought closer to God. Truly, "Our
labor is not in vain in the Lord."
so·m etirnes personal calls are made just in the nick of time.

-
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I bad been told that a certain young man was very' troubled
and depressed because his wife had left him and had taken
their child. One afternoon I made an appointment to take
him home from his work. His condition was more serious than
[ had been led to believe. He was ready to commit suicide.
Mter more than two hours of reasoning with him I convinced
him that . God, not suicide, was his solution.
On another occasion, I spent many sessions of several hours
each discussing personal domestic problems with a young man
and "his wife. The only time i could visit with b_o th of them
. together was between . ll:OO p.m. and 2 :00a.m. As a result,
however, the couple stayed together and later she was baptized.
Stark tragedy is common in a city such as this. One of the
most acute problems here (and most other places, I suppose)
is alcoholism. A few months ago I was studying in my office
when the phone rang. It was a man in his middle thirties,
a member of the church (not a member of the congregatiQn
where I preach). He said, "I need some help. I need a whole
lot of help." I said, "What's the trouble?" He replied, "I've
been drunk for thirty-two days. I'm an alcoholic. I've tried
all the medicines-l've tried just about everything, but I'm
:getting worse. I've lost just about all the faith I ever had.
I'd like to talk with you." I assured him that I would be glad
to talk with him-and did later, when he was more sober:
Because of drink, he had lost his job, his health, his wife, his
sons, his self-respect. Now he has gone on to anQther city, to
be with his sister's family-in a final desperate effort to rehabilitate his life and his soul.
Sometimes the personal worker is involved in awkward situations. Once it fell my lot to introduce two wives (both members of the Lord's church) to each other. They lived in different cities, but both had been married (or so they thought)
to the same man for years. Neither knew about the other.
The truth came to light after the husband had been apprehended by the law and sent to prison on several -fel<my convictions.

sliip and become active in a congregatio-n, allowed the flame
of their spiritual lile to flicker and be snuffed out by the
world's infiltrating influences, and now apparently are beyond
reach.
As most personal workers do, I sow in all kinds of soil.
The crop is discouraging when I plant in the ro-cky and thorny
soil and by the wayside, but there is a great deal of good soil
-honest. and good hearts who respond. The young woman
whose· heart was opened when prejudice had been dispelled,
the fine Jewish woman who accepted Christ, the Canadian
who left darkness and .came into the light, ·the French student priest whose face shone radiantly after his obedience to
the gospel-these cause one to "thank God and take courage."
Sometimes personal work becomes very personal-very intimate. One man I do not think- I shall ever forget. He was
troubled. I visited with him in my car. Several times we had
lunch together. Day after day we talked for hours at a time,
discussing the Bible and how it was the answer to his problems. He had broken God's laws promiscuously. Gradually "he
came to himself." But he did not see how he could do Christ's
will in his personal life-it looked impossible to him. Finally,
putting my arm around him, I told him that I loved him like
a b»e>ther, and said, "You can, you must! God's way is the
only way out!" With tears streaming down his cheeks, he
said he would try. The man obeyed the gospel. He became anxious to know and to do God's will; his whole purp(>se in life
had been marvelously changed "since Jesus came into his
heart." Just one such experience as this make a lifetime of
personal work worthwhile.
Personal work requires sacrifice. The hours between 5:00
and 10:00 p.m. are often the only opportunity to see individuals alone. As a result, many social engagements must
be foregone, and many evenings must be spent away from
the family. But, candidly, is anything more important? Souls
that are lost may not otherwise be saved.

On still another occasion, a drunk husband in my presence
threatened to kill his Wife, and, to demonstrate his ability,
threw his knife across the room into the baseboard moulding.
I had an QiJportunity to divert his attention long enough for the
wife to pick up and hide the knife.
Of course, most of the above-mentioned individuals are not
members of this congregation. But a minister in a large,
centrally located congregation walks into _many situations such
as these while doing personal work. One afternoon I visited
two non-members. One was an agnostic nearly ninetY,. years
-old (-reputedly worth fifty million dollars) and the other was
a poOT young woman who was desperateiy i;n need of financial assistance.

As has been suggested, many discouragements face the
personal worker. I think of the dozens of worldly-minded
young men and women who liave rejected the Christian way
because they prefer t~e broad way. I see the scares of members who came to the city years ago, failed to place member-

-
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"Down in the human heart, ·
Crushed by the tempter,
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore;
Touched by a loving hand,
Wakened by kindness,
Chords that were broken will vibrate once more."
Frank!r,~ I would not trade my opportunities to touch the
souls of men and women through the personal touch, the
friendly heart-to-heart conversation. Men and women, boys
and girls need God-and this is an effecti;ve means of bringing them to him. Jesus used this method. He left us a;-example. Let us follow in his steps.

Houston, Texas.

.. _a_a_a_u.-a-.J_D_,~_a_a_~:~_n_a_n_'l_n _ _,_,_n_n_a_o_n_n_lli_U_a_ •

A BOOKLET ON OVERCOMING SORROW

Batsell Barrett Baxter

CHURCH BUS FOR SALE. About 36 passenger body, 1949 Chevrolet chosis. In good
mechanical condition, about

16000 miles.

Price $1000. Anyone

interested

pleose

contact NORTH HOUSTON CHURCH OF ,CHRIST, 2625 Oeoms, Houston 16, Texas.
Or call F. G. Jones, MY-7195.

Pr each ers are often called upon to help
thQJ>e who are In sorrow. Some of us have
f elt the n eed of some attractive printed matter with scriptures and brief messages of
comfort to leave with the bereaved. A 40page bocklet designed to meet this need has
just been published. It contains articles by
such write rs as Frank L. Cox, Harold
Thomas, R. C. Bell, J. :p. Sander~ Elbridge
B. Linn, S. P. Pittman, E. H. ~Jams, and
Leonard Burford. Those who have suffered
sorrow will appreolate this mater!al. Copies
can be obtained froin the Firm Foundation.
Price, 10 oents.
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WINNING FRIENDS FOR THE CHURCH
Willard Collins, Vice President, David Lipscomb College

A destructive tornadQ tore through Fayetteville, ·T ennessee,
in the spring of 1952. The auditorium of the church and the
preacher's home were demolished, but in a few hours, in spite
of their loss, the members of the church of Christ had set up
relief stations and were on the job as ministers for Jesus.
Neighboring congregations sent money, clothing and food, and
the Lord's church in Fayetteville served Christ by helping
others. In so doing they won many friends for the New Testament church. The $iO,OOO spent and the many truckloads of
clothing distributed were given in the name of the Savior.
A Qongregation that ministers to the needy wins friends
for the church. A few years ago when I was preaching in a
meeting for the Tenth and Bell congregation· in Shawnee, Oklahoma, one of the members there told me of an experience of
a congregation in Texas. A family began attending the services in this congregation, placed their membership since they
had just moved to that town, but after a few Sundays they
stopped attendin&".
Upon investigation, the leaders of the congregation found
that this family was very needy. The man, wife, and children
lived in a barn at the edge of town, and the father had be-come ill. Immediately this church rented a house in town,
moved the family out ·of the barn and sent for a physician.
When the husband was well, the members helped him secure
a job. The family was deserving and worked as faithful members of the congregation.
Many people in a Texas town who were not members of
the church heard of- this ·assistance given to the needy.· '.Phis
ease won friends for Christ. Some started attending the services, heard the gospel and became Christians, because the
great purpose of winning friends for the church is to save
the souls of the individuals. Jesus gave the key by teaching,
"For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many" (Mark
10:45). It is so easy tQ forget that the Christian life demands
service to others.
Case in Davidson County
Elders of the White Creek Church of Christ in Davidson
County, Tennessee, have an understanding with the County
Welfare Department to furnish the church names of the needy
in their community. Members of the church are taken and
cared for by the church and those who are not members receive ·a ssistance tb the extent that this church is able.
Individual members of the congregation can win friends for
Christ and his church. One big reason for the growth of the
church in Waterloo, Indiana, is a Christian physician who in
his work has refeiTed deserving, needy cases to the church
for assistance. The Waterloo congregation has won friends, -'
many such have been baptized after being taught the gospel,
and this congregation ·in that mission field is on the march.
One of the preachers in Lubbock, Texas, keeps a .Jist of
"Prospects and continually works to win their friendship and
-c;,nfidence, that he might lead these to Christ with the gospel.
When I worked with him in a meeting, he carried me to homes,
newspapers, and bank offices, business houses, and teachers'
offices as we sought to win people for the Master. This plan
is productive there. It may take ten or fifteen years to win
some in this way, but a diligent preacher can do much for
the kingdom in this way. I was impressed by a bank president
who told this preacher, "In ·au of my years in this office, you
are the first one to eve:r visit me to taik about tlie salvation
of my soul, and I appreciate it."
Vacation Bible - schools are proving an effective medium in
the Middle Tennessee area for encouraging children of nonmembers and their parents to attend the services. I have a
friend who preaches . in Nashville who is effectively winning
friends for the ~burch by writing letters to the members of

bereaved families when death comes. He secures his information from the daily newspaper. Think of the contacts that
Christians can make in the hospitals, schools, nursing homes,
and institutions for the needy and distressed.
But none of these contacts are effective unless those who
make them are "the sal.t of the earth." An unbeliever must
see Christ in the Christian if visits are :>uccessful. It is very
difficult to convert a goed moral man who isn't a Christian
when he knows a so-called Christian who isn't a good moral
man of integrity.
Nashville, Tennessee.
DEAD FLIES IN THE OINTMENT

T. B. Crews
"Dead flies caq15e the ointment of the apothecary to send
forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in
reputation for wisdom and honor'' (Eccl. 10:1).
Put an attractive bottle of expensive perfume on the counter
as a display and every woman who likes perfume will be attracted by it, tempted to buy it, and probably would but for
the price. Put a dead fly in the same bottle of perfume, display it on the same counter, cut the price in half and no
woman Will want it. The same perfume in the same bottle,
none taken out or none added to, just the addition of one little
fly. Hardly any amount of price slashing will cause it to sell.
It lost its beauty, its power of temptation, when the fly was
added. Thus the bottle of perfume can regain its value only
when the fly is removed and even then those that knew that
the fly had been in it will not want it. Such is life.
The Christian life is beautiful, attractive, honored and admired. Even the greatest enemies of Christianity cannot help
but be attracted by the beauty of the life of one who really
lives up to the principles of it. The friendly smile, willing hand,
benevolent attitude and consecrated life of a Christian is recognized by all and adorned by all but the most hardened sinners
and usually by most of them. Now to that life, add a word of
slander, a night of drunkenness, a theft or an act of adultery
and what do you have? Forgotten are the days of beauty, attractiven·e ss and honor and in its place comes suspicion and
doubt. Yes; like the dead fly in th~ ointment the life emits
no longer the sweet smelling odor that attracts but the scent
of a thing that stinks.
The gospel is the sweetest story of the most perfect life,
offering the most to men of anything at his disposal. In its
purity" and simplicity it offers salvation to the lost, a home
for the wanderer, freedom to the captives of sin and hope
for all concerned. Why is it that the world is so attracted to
do"Ctrines that have added something to the gospel? It is not
possible to add to the gospel (Gal. 1:6-8~, without facing a
curse. Why will the person attracted by a perfume, turned aside
by a fly; attracted by a Christian life, turned aside by a sin,
still be attracted by a doctrine which has pervert&d the gospel of Christ?
Corsicana, Texas.
BOOKS THAT SHOULD BE IN EVERY HOME

The Life and · Times of Jesus the Messiah, · 2 volumes__ 6.60
Vincent's Word Studies in the New Testament, a fourvolume set. A knowledge of Greek is not required
•'> explore the deepest riches of the New Testament
if the student uses this famous work by Vincent 20.0il
Order from Firm FolUldation, Austin, Texas

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas
Box 77
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THE USE OF PRINTED MATERIAL
M. Norvel Young, Associate Editor, Firm Foundation- Minister, Broadway Church pf Christ, Lubbock, Texas

Brother L. P. Bennett and his wife have given a million
dollars and more than a half century of service to the cause
of Christ. He never had the opportunity to spend one day enrolled as a student in scholll. But he gained a good education
independently, and learned to read by studying an old copy
of Ashley S. Johnson's sermons. Of course he learned the gospel while he was learning to read. Consider the power of the
printed page for good!
One of the great bottlenecks to the continued growth of
the church is the lack of qualified elders, preachers, and teachers of the Bible. There are some 15,000 churches of Christ in
' the United States alone, but only about 7,000 4Pl~n who are
preaching publicly. It takes time to grow up a generation of
consecrated, well-grounded, loy?l gospel p_reachers. The brethren have money to build buildings, money to support many
more preachers, but the full-time laborers are few. How . apt
is Jesus' statement: "The hm:vest inqeed is plenteous, but the
laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he send forth laborers into his harvest" (Luke 10..;2).
Verily the harvest is plentiful today in these United States,
in Japan, 6-ermany, Italy, and dozens of other lands.
A well-prepared, effective gospel preacher can build a
church of the Lord in any one of 10,000 communities in this
country where there is no church of any kind. Often this can
be done within a few years so that the church will be selfsupporting. The bottleneck is in the lack of such men to go.
Let us pray that the Lord will send us more laborers. Let us
challenge our young men to give full-time service in preaching the gospel at hom~ and abroad!
In the meantime the printed page offers one way in which
brethren can multiply the effectiveness of the few preachers
and teachers among us. Through gospel articles in newspapers
(at reduced rates for churches), through attractive and brief
tracts, through larger pamphlets for those already interested,
and through books, we can sow the seed in thousands of homes.
Who knows where another L. P. Bennett lives waiting for
the gospel to be put into his hand in printed form. More
people are reading and more people know how to read today
than ever before in history. God has blessed his children with
money more than ever before. The printing presses are able
to produce beautiful and effective tracts that people wm read.
What hinders us using the printed page as powerfully as the
Seventh Day Adventists are doing, or the Christian Scientists,
or the Roman . Catholics? Why not good gospel articles in
every newspaper in the land just as we· are putting the gospel
on_ the radio in all the major cities:?
1. First, we need to use the talent of Christians who are
versed in printing and advertising. Our tracts need to be done
by professionals who know how to set them up, how to illustrate them, how to print them. Then the pure word of
1
the ·L ord will be read. No matter how true the message, it
does not do any good in a tract if the tract _isn't read.

2. Secondly, we need to persuade churches to put sizable
amounts in their budgets for the production and purchase of
good tracts, or gospel articles in the papers, or pamphlets.
Often only 1 p~rcent of the budget is so allocated. Why not
10 percent? Good, sound, appealing, attractive . gospel articles
do not cost, they actually pay in results.
3. Thirdly, we need to learn to properly distribute the litera1ure which has been produced. It is not enough to hand it
out after services. The tracts need to be mailed to homes, or
personally given to friends, or put in newspapers and magazines that are read. Distribution spells success or failure.
Tract racks can be put up in waiting rooms, doctor's offices,
beauty and barber shops, and similar locations. Army camps
offer an effective pla.ce for distribution. If we get the living
word of God to enough people in a medium which assures
their reading, then we may be sure that his word will not
return unto him void. It will get the job done. Brethren, let
us lift up our eyes and see the harvest, and multiply the effectiveness of the laborers by the use of the printed page.
ARE YOU USING GOSPEL LITERATURE?
Are you personally taking advantage of the gospel literature which is available? First, are you taking several good
gospel papers in your home. Of course you . are probably receiving the Firm Foundation weekly. If not, you will benefit by the news and practical articles it carries. But have you
thought of taking the (;hristian Woman for the women in the
family? It is a 34-page monthly written by women for women and edited by Winifred Showalter. Then are you subscribing to the 2'0 th Century Christian for the young people in the
home? It is · a 38-page monthly in attractive cover with brief,
practical and inspirational articles and specializes in having
about eight special issues on definite themes each year. GGspel papers will help your home. They cost so little compared
with the daily paper and they stimulate interest in the spiritual values of life.
. Is The Church Using These Pamphlets
Is the church where you worship using these attractive ·
pamphlets to give to church members and visitors, to dis..
tribute to prospects prior to gospel meetings. Churches like
Belmont A venue in Nashville, Proctor Street in Port Arthur,
Skillman Avenue in Dallas; Idalou; Sunset and Broadway in
Lubbock; Borger; Hereford; Corpus Christi; San Angelo, and
dozens of others are using these with good results. H~re are
the ones available: "Understanding the Bible," "The New Tes. tament Church," "God's W~y of Salvation," "The Alcohol
Problem," "Making Christian Marriages Work," "Overcoming Sorrow," "One Christ for One World," "Worldliness." Each
pamphlet is 38 pages with back- printed in color with pictures.
C0st 10 cents each. Order from Firm Foundation.

BONDS

Church
Furniture
*Pews

Chancel
*** Opera
Chairs
Activity Buildings
* Sunday Sc:haol Rooms

*Shades

Forrast Dunlap Public Seating Co.
Rl-i69!i

DALLAS 2114 . Jackson

Limited quantities and maturity. dates of Broadway Bonds left. Previous advertising
successful, and Bonds going. Act now, first responses get best choices of bonds.
·
Approximately $20,000.00 left of $70,000.00 issue, secured by property valued in
excess of $150,000.00.
$100 and $500 bonds, bearing 5 percent interest payable semi-annually. Maturity
dotes from 9 to Blf2 years. Some maturing each six months during this period, July
1, 1961 to January 1, 1966.
Building in final stages of construction. Pointing and finish work to begin soon. Bonds
must be sold within thir.ty days.
Good investment for child's education expense in college, good savings, etc.
For further information write, NORTH HOUSTON CHURCH OF CHRis;!', 2625
Deoms, Houston 16, Texas. Or call ldus England, Mu-7341, or A. B. Corley, Me-lnO.
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CONDUCTING EFFECTIVE GOSPEL MEETINGS
Reuel Lemmons*
The age of gospel meetings is not over. rt is not true that
effective gospel meetings can no longer be held. It is true
that times have changed -until it takes an entirely 'different
approach to the problem to provide the results we once had.
Now we gather sheaves the year__ round rather than look for
the entire year's harvest during the light moon in August.
Now, the aftermath of a meeting may provide as many "results" as the actual campaign. But gospel meetings are here
to stay. The effective gos peJ meeting can still be a most powerful means of spreading the gospel, interesting people, saving souls, and strengthening the saints.
Meetings that fail do so because they are not prepared for.
Unfortunately, perhaps, a · meeting can almost "happen." A
preacher, a singer, and a crowd equal .a meeting in the average mind. Most of the responsibility is on the preacher and
singer, and they are usually strangers. Some sort of service
wili1 be carried on by them, and no local person feels the
meeting will fail if he doesn't fly in and make it a success.
T>Oo many times the only preparation for a meeting is an announ~ement to the assembly of the church, a little ad in the
local paper and somebo.d y to open the door and turn on the
lights. Sometimes the meeting is half over before it leaks out
that one is beng held.
A meeting is a success or a failure before it starts. The
average evangelist has sized up the prospects for a good meeting before the congregation reaches the chorus of the first
verse of the first song. If the church is ready for a meeting,
nearly any preacher can hold a good one. If the church is
not ready, no. preacher, however talented, can make it a success. Meetings are usually foreordained and predestined before they are born to either a success or a failure.
A preacher cannot hold a meeting by himself. Don't ever
hlre a man to confidence that it leaves the entire meeting
up to him to hold. Rather, hire a man that every member of
the-congregation is afraid cannot do the job. Then each member, rather than see th~ meeting fail, will get out and do
something. When this happens anyone can hold a good meeting. Really, the preacher doesn't have as much to do with the
success of a meeting as most folks give him credit for having. The success or failure of a meeting lies with the church
-not the preacher.
A congregation should sta1t well in advance to prepare for
a meeting. First, the church itself must be prepared. The memBership must be made to WANT to have a meeting. Defeatism must be eliminated. The, "We're going to have a meet•Reuel Lemmons has served as one of the local ministers of
the Central church in Cleburne for the past eight years. He has
preached to hundreds of thou sands over the powerful Laurence
Marques Station in East Africa.

ing, but there probably won't be any additions" oomplex must
be banished. Enthusiasm must be generated. An air of expectancy must be made to hover over the group like that
which permeates a community before the circus comes to town.
The plans for every individual member must be made to
coincide with the plans for the meeting. Work must be shifted.
Trips must be postponed. Personal pleasures must be sacrificed. We've got ten days' work to do that cannot be inferfered with.
We . must plan to see that the ·children hear this ' man. It
will be an experience they will always cherish. We will have
the Smith's home with us for dinner during that time. WetU
take the Jones with us Tuesday night. We'll call the Browns
and ask them to go. We'll write the folks and have them come.
Every one of us· will pray like this wl\.ole thing depended upon
God, and work as if the whole thing depended upon us.
Gospel meetings are conducted in the interest of souls. You
will be selling the gospel to people who will die lost without
it. Keep in mind the prospects. Plan a meeting to reach, interest, and convert people. The lost souls-some of them are
your kith and kin. The visiting evangelist does not bear all
responsibility for ·the souls yet unsaved in y>Our community.
Advertise the meeting! You dM't have many meetings each
year. Spend some money on it! Study effective methods of advertising used by others. Not all advertising is effective.
Reach the community with more than an announcement. Make
the advertising personal. Make it definite. See that it has
pulling power. Make it ring with sincerity. Engineered advertising has a great advantage over a two-by-four box with
the preacher's picture in it.
Pray for the meeting. God wi.U hear the prayer of a saint
for a sinner! Pray for those who do not pray for themselves.
Pray for those who are laying the COI'Igregational plans for
the meeting. Pray for the evangelist. Pray for yourself that
you may have wisdom enough and zeal enough to be able to
save some lost soul on your own initiative during the meeting
Pray without ceasing. Pray in faith. Pray with the Spirit.
Pray publicly. Pray privately. Pray early. Pray late. I believe that our. prayers, thus uttered, can and will bring to
our aid powers and possibilities, and swing wide doors of opportunity, that our feeble hands could never have swung. A
series of cottage prayer meetings in ten or ·fifteen homes· a
week in advance is very helpful.
Then, work for the meeting. It 'is' your meeting. Its "results"
will be your harvest. Be thoughtful, watchful, and CO>Operative at every service. Be friendly, be courteous, and considerate to- those who come. Be -unself{sh, be enthJ,LSiastic, and be
helpful during the whole meeting. Make the meeting something

Comfort With Simplicity
Beauty With Character
· The modern simplicity of l. l. Soms'
Church Furniture lends an atmosphere of
beauty and comfort. Pews, Altars, Pulpits,
Baptismal Fonts, Wood Carvings, lecterns,
Rails - all designed to your exact specifications.
Expert Ins~a llo tion
·

Fast Delivery

Write for Catalog
River at LaSalle

Waco, Texas
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you will be proud of; som~thing you will remember; and something from which you will benefit.
Effective gospel meetings do not just happen. They are- not
something that you can order in a package from Sears and
Roebuck. They are prayerfully planned and patiently perpetrated. We have unfruitful meetings for the same reason that
we have unfruitful lives! You cannot . pay for with money
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what it takes the soul of a man to produce. You cannot buy
so much preaching for so much pay and expect an effe<:tiv.e
-gospel meeting. The soul of a man and the soul of a church
must also go into- a. meeting to make it a success, for after
all, as Solomon said : "The spirit of 'man is- the candle of the
Lord."
Cleburne, Texas.

USE OF RADIO
James W. Nichols*
Radio is just one of several means of preaching the gospel.

It is effective and economical, but not necessarily the most
effe<;!tive or most- economical.
The first thing that we must realize, above all, in radio
evangelism is that we must make our manner as simple as
possiole. I well remember a series of lectures by an outstanding authority in the radio f ield. Every lecture was started
with these words: You must be simple! The average adult
radio listener in the United States cannot define the word
"adult."
The second thing that must be considered is that the majority of the listeners have no real interest in religion at all.
Only approximately half of the people in the United States
hav~ any religious affiliation, and of course, many of these
whv are af:!'-!llated !1ave no real interest. Therefore, to keep
the listener from turning the dial, we must try to present the
gospel in such a way that it will attract interest. This does
not mean, however, that there needs to be any leaning toward
sensationalism, for if the gospel is presented in an earnest,
sincere, simple manner, it is as effective and interesting as
any person would desire it to be.
Every -scriptural style of t eaching should be used for an effective program. We should t each in song, in sermon, and in
the reading of God's word. This was God's plan, and it is still
the mo::;t effective, whether the service is conducted in sight
or by radio. The songs by radio will instruct and inspire and
exhort as effectively as they do in our church .buildings. ~y
correct interpretation of the scripture we can lead men not
only to believe the word of God, but to love it and to respect
it. .
In sern:~on, our. appeals. should be as forthright as they are
from the pulpit, with a special exhortation to_ obedience that
day. Many. radio programs fall short of accomplishing the de*The auth o r preach es four and one - half months each year on
th e ''He rald of Truth" radio program over · the Ame~ican Broad-ca~lng Com_pall'Y's network with more than 225 stations carrying the message. Remember this program. In your prayers that
its wonderful potentlalltie~ for good may be realized and that
tens Of thousands m a y be r each e d for Christ. ·

S-K FIXTURE & CHURCH FURNITURE
BOX 1466

Tel. 2514

sired results -because of the failure of the speaker to recognize
the need of trying to move the audience to action.
It should -be kept in mind, however, that the average listener's attention cannot be maintained for longer than liS
minutes of steady speaking.
The results of radie work are hard to measure, as are the
results of every other phase of preaching. There are very few
cases in which we can attribute the conversion of a person
solely to pulpit work, personal work, or Bible classes. Neither would it be right to say or to believe -that thousands will
be converted solely by radio evangelism. But it is a very effective and economical means of opening the door to the
hearts of men. It is estimated that it co_sts two-tenths of one
cent to reach one person with the nation-wide radio program
known as the "Herald of Truth" for 30 minutes. The response
that has been received to this program indicates the effectiveness of radio evangelism. On an average of -125 to 150 letter_s
are received every day·. Numerous instances could be cited of
conversions in all sections of the nation, some as a result of
radio te;lching alone, others as a result of the program planting the seed first with pulpit work and personal work _helping
to bring aqout the conversion. At least two congregations have
been established in a six-month period as a result of follow-up
of contacts from the national radio program, "The Herald af
Truth." Then~ of ·cours·e, the number of sermons that is requested by both members of the -church and interested nonmembei's, indicates the effectiveness of radio evangelism. There
are about 8,000 to 10,000 sermons that are mailed each month
-eopies of sermons that are preached over the radio program
known as "The Herald of. Truth."
In closing, may it be said that this writer does not believe
for one moment that a national radio program is the· only way
to carry o:n radio evangelism. Local radio programs should not
pe discontinued in the interest of a national program, but the
two together can and should be effective working mates for
·. the cause of Christ. Brethren, let us use every means that is
right to preach the word, redeeming the world and our own
souls.
Abilene, Texas.

eo., INC.
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MANUFACTURERS
Highest Quality Church Furniture
Direct dealing with churches. All kinds of church furniture sold on positive
guarantee. The many Churches of Christ which have purchased ohurch
furniture from us _will testify to the quality of our work and the reason.
>~.-blsness of our prices. It will be a pleaaure to give any information whieli
you may want concernin~ your church furniture needs.

WRITE OR CALL JOHN W. HEDGE
686 .KIOKAPOO STREET

JACKSONVILLE, TEX..-'lS

TEL. 2-7127

DURABLE-strong steel frame
SAFE-can't tip, pinch, snag
COMFORTABLE-extra-wide
and extra-deep seats, backs
FOLD QUICKLY, quietly, snugly
SEAT STYLES-formed plywood, durably lacquered;
or vinyl-plastic upholstered
Write Dept. 130
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY
World's Leader in Public Seating
2930 Canton St., Dallas 1, Texas
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THE LOCAL PREACHER AT WORK
Clifton Rogers*
A Preacher
"From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 4:17). "He
opened his mouth and taught them" (Matt. 5:2)-preaching,
teaching-tl>is is the very heart and soul of the evangelist's
activities. Provided a livelihood (1 Cor. 9:7-11) so that he can
devote his entire time and talent to his Master's cause, his
feeling of devotion and responsibility keeps him working (2
Tim. 4:5), with a keen sense of urgency. And although he
has many calls for his time, although he earnestly helps in
the planning of congregational activities and in pushing the
work, although he gives of himself to charitable ends, he
keeps in mind that primarily, fundamentally he is an evangelist--a proclaimer of the glad tidings. "Preach the word"
-(2 Tim. 4:2). "Give heed to reading, to exhortation, to teaching" (1 Tim. 4:13).
Preaching
Pulpit Preaching. A great opportunity affords itself in the
proclamation of the gospel of Christ in a public way. The
evangelist views t his opportunity as a strong responsibility
to preach Christ and his way to the very best of his ability
upon every occasion. This is no time for theorizing or conjecturing-"Preach the word." This is no time to tickle the
ears of men-preach the truth boldly, without fear and without
any touch of compromise. This is no time for hesitancy and
vagueness-preach the word precisely and pointedly. In this,
of course, there is no ·place for crude sarcasm intended to insult and humiliate, no place for softly spoken words designed
to provoke laughter at sincere people. The attitude of the
apostle Paul can always be maintained: "The Lord's servant
ml!£t not strive, but be gentle towards all, apt to teach, forbearing, in meekness correcting them that oppose themselves"
(2 Tim. 2:24, 25); consider also 1 Thess. 2:7, 11). Truth and
personality are so closely related in a sermon that listeners can
hardly sep~rate the message from the attitude of the man
proclaimin.g it. Thus, ·it is vital that the truth be preached in -the right way, with the prayerful desire that it will reach into
the inner man ·unto ultimate conversion. It is easy to tell, but
hard to "make all see" (note Eph. 3:9).
"In Season, Out of Season." As a general rule, conversions
will be in proportion to the preaching done in a given locality.
Hence 1 additional opportunities are grasped or created for
such work. Radio programs, whether daily or weekly, open
many doors to the truth. Funerals, weddings, and other special
occasions afford furt~e.r opportunities for teaching the fullness
· of Christ's way. Prayerful consecration assures that the minister mai'ntains a strong sense of urgency at all times (note
2 - Tim. 4:2-5; Acts 20:18-20). This certainly does not insist
that effort should be made to revolutionize a situ;:ttion overnight. Time ·and patience will be required to do a. ·thorough
job of preparing the soil, sowing the seed, and cultivating that
which has been sovm. ·
Teaching
Bible Classes. Definite, systematized classes are arranged
to meet the peculiar needs of the congregation. The evangelist
has a prominent part in this teaching program, but an extensive field still awaits for personal teaching in homes, in
the churcl'i study, etc. Whether one earnest soul or a group
is involved, many such classes can be taught each week if
serious effort is made toward that end. One conversion always
leads to other opportunities.
author has done an outstanding work in Humble Road
• n, an<l at Port Arthur. The church where be works has
erage of per capita giving and attendance. More
days a week.

/

- Counselling. Many hours of the evangelist's time are devoted to quiet periods of counselling those with special problems. Teaching is provided the doubting and the inquiring, ·encouragement is given the troubled -and the wavering, comfort
is extended the sorrowing. Some of this may_ tak:e };}lace in
the minister's study., but much of it will be in the homes of
those to whom the compassionate man of God .thoughtfully
goes in his earnest desire to be a true servant of Christ.
Writing. Constructive teaching is -done each week through
the church bulletin, outlines and lessons for class _work, ar~
ticles for periodicals and newspapers, material for tracts an<l
books. Moreover, scores of letters are written-some in.struc.
tive, some encouraging, some comforting, some 'complimentary.
This is additional work, but it is highly productive work.
J

A STUDENT
Learning the Bible
"Give diligence (study) to present thyself approved unto
God, a workman .that needeth not to be ashamed, handling
aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15) requires that an
evangelist never neglect his careful and continuing study of
the word of God. Nothing can take the place of a· readyknowledge of the Bible if he is to declare the whole counsel:
of God (Acts 20 :27). Congregations which have been built by·
promotionalism-increasin.g in numbers while receiving a star~
vation diet from a preacher who is too busy to study-will:.
soon be awakened_ to the lack _of spiritual fervor among the.
members. So the minister maintains an established t~me for
study as closely as possible-even though each day seems to.
have too few hours and each week too few days-and know!.
edge is built upon knowledge as the years quickly pass.
Living the Truth
"Be thou an ensample to them that believe, in word, in
manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity" (1 Tim. 4:12) ,
Here is a discip.le, a learner, a follower. The teachings of his.
Master become part of every fiber of his being. On his kneea
in his closet or by his office desk he prays fervently every
day that he may live what he teaches, that he may have th.e
wisdom and strength to meet his personal problems and those
imposed upon him in his work with his brethren (note Jamea
1:5; 2 Cor. 11:28). Gradually and surely- through study., pray~
er, and experience-he grows in. spirituality (note Eph. 3:20,
21). In his godliness of life _people are able to see that he
walks with an abiding sense ·of comradeship with God (2 Cor,
6:1). In· true meekness he realizes that he is indeed but ' a..
humble servant of Chlist (1 Cor. 3:5-7), having dedicate<t
himself to building upon the ~nly foundation (1 Cor. 3 :10-15) ,
More and more his life is characterized by .lessening ambition
· for place and position-less of self and more of Christ-look~
ing forward to the day when he shall lay it all aside tg be
with the Lord whom he served through the years.
Port Arthur, Texas.
~
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AN EVE.N DOZEN REASONS FOR A'ITENDING

34th annual ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE BIBLE LECTURESHIP, February 22-26, 1953
.

.

•

Nine main lectures on "The Church at Work'' by the following men: Glenn L. Wallace, Robert G. Jones, Clifton Rogers, Delmar Owens, Leonard Mullens, Paul Wallaee, Willard Collins, James D. Willeford and Carl Spain.

•

First-hand reports from the church's missionary ttctivities in 10 foreign lands, including In·dia, as well as scores of reports .from all parts of the United States and Canada.

'•

Nineteen classes to be held four afternoons, one hour drtily, on subjects related to the
church's work, including s~cial classes for women as well as those designed primarily for
preachers, elders, Bible teachers and song leaders.

•

:Panel discussions on the following four topics: "Worldliness in the Church," "The Value of
Christian · Education," "Being a Christian in the Business World" and "The Fruit of the ·
Spirit."

•

Film and slides of Palestine by Paul Edwards of Miami, Fla.

•

Sermons by the following Abilene Christian . College p_reacher-students: Avon 'Malone of Ft.
Worth, Everett Ferguson of El Campo, Paul Earnhart of McAlester, Okla.! and Wesley
Reagan of Tucumcari, N. M.
·
·

•

Preachers-Elders Dinner and other opportunities for enriching fellowship.

•

Exhibits and displays on accomplishments of local church work, mission 'York, homes for
orphans and aged as well as exhibits of publishers and Abilene Christian College.

•

Chorus from Southwestern Christian College and an address by Grover C. Washington, Dean.

•

Choruses from Boles Home, Tipton Home and Abilene Christian College.

•

Abilene Christian College Ex-Students'

.•

Luncheon~

,;

·

Programs by the Abilene Christian College Symphony Orchestra and Band.

We are anticipating several thousand visitors and are hoping you win & .among our number at what we believe will be one of our most practical Lectureships. You will find the program ,
profitable for your information, inspiration and edification.

Abilene Christian College
"Emphasizing Christian Living"

.
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The Fight of Faith
Paul said, "Fight the good fight of faith; lay hold -on eternal life." Of himself Paul said, "I have fought a good fight;
I have kept the faith." It is in the life of Paul more than in
any other New Testament character, that we see the meaning
of the "good fight of faith." Paul suffered much for the
gospel of Christ. He constantly pressed the battle in Jesus'
name. No hardships or obstruction could cause him to cower.
It is rather striking how ready Paul was for anything thatmight happen to him. He was ready to live and he was ready
to die; ready for prosperity and ready for adversity; ready
to be a free man and ready to be a prisoner of the Lord. Paul
did not recognize emergencies; he was alert to all situations.
When he got into trouble, he depended on the Lord to get him
out. The thing that made him strong in the battles of life
was his unremitting faith in Christ. By the help of the Lord
he was master of all situations.
It is not easy to fight an invisible enemy. In the fight of
faith, the enemy is often out of sight. Worldly-minded people
wor.der what we are doing when we struggle. with an unseen
foe. They think. we are lueside ourselves. They regard us as
visionary and unrealistic. They think our faith is fantasticnot founded in reality. When these worldly people see one
fighting a battle of faith, they regard it as a case of halleucination: Many think there is no battle if they cannot see
the fire and smoke, and hear the rumble of cannons. In carnal
warfare men walk by sight-in spiritual warfare they walk
by faith. The conquest of our own hearts and adverse circumstan.ces is regru·oed by many as only a sham battle.
Whe~ Paul knew his earthly life was done, three things ·
made him r~dy to die. First, he had fought a good fight. I
reckon Paul was one man who could say he had done his
best. Not many can say that at the close of life. Paul had
preached nothing but the truth. He had preached all the ·
truth. He had not shuned to declare all the counsel of God.
Second, Paul had finished his course.' And this does not only
mean that he was through with life on earth, but he had completed his work. Death finds many not half through -with
their work. Third, Paul had kept the faith. These things made
him ready to die. By these three rules all men can prepare
to die.
Sowing and Reap·i ng
A great many people shrink from the interpretation of
destiny in ~he light of the way they live. They do their best
to ignore consideration of the connection between character
and destiny.
But this is a law as fixed and inexorable as God himself.

Q

W. M. DAVIS

Many things in the Bible teach it. Paul says, "Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap." It does not require argument to prove
this. It is a self-evident truth. All men, women and children
know that whatever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
Anyone with a speck of knowledge knows that one can never
raise oats by planting corn.
.
· What ·are we sowing in the field of life? Why should ~nyone
deliberately sow bad seed in his own life? That is exactly
what many are doing. · Those who have common sense know
that they. must reap what they sow. If they sow to the flesh,
they must reap corruption. The only way to reap everlasting
life is to sow to the Spirit. Life is the seed time, eternity
is the harvest. Death, like a narrow sea, divides our present
life from our future life. It does not change the truth for
men to put far away from them these solemn thoughts. The
clock of time is ticking fast; the day of life will soon be
over, then what shall the harvest be?
5842 Monticello, Dallas, T F'<as.

Sunaay, "The Lord's Day!"
J. Luther Dabney
I don't know that anyone in the church of Christ ever questioned the statement that the Lord's day in Revelation 1:10
refers to the first day, or the day on which Christ arose from
the dead, until I read Brother· Wilkinson's article in the Firm
Foundation. I knew that Adventists contend that it is Saturday, or the Sabbath. It isn't difficult to see why they would
hold this view since if they could prove it, ·then they could
prove that John was in some way observing the sabbath,
therefore we ought to do the same: It isn't difficult to see
that there is some logic in their position. Since God gave
man the Sabbath, and since he called Lord G<;>d, certainly it
isn't difficult to see how one might logical1y . speak of the
Sabbath as Lord's day. The weakness of such reasoning, however, becomes evident when we remember that this is a New
Testament statement, and was made after the law had been
nailed to the cross and taken away, · including the .observance
of the Sabbath. One would have to be hard pressed to take
such a position, the statement being found where it is in the
New Testament. He w;ould have to use far more imagination
than reasoning to prove such a claim.
Christ 'is Lord now, and since he arose from the dead on
the first day of the week, and since it was upon this day that
the disciples have from the beginning met together to worship him, is there any wonder members of the church gen-
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erally conclude that "the Lord's day" is the first day? But,
supposing a thing does not prove it. Here we have a missing
link that we are attempting to mend by logic. The missing
link according to Brother Wilkinson is found in ·s uch passages
as Psalm 118:22 and John 8:56. In these passages "my day"
and "this is the day" do not refer to any particular day of the
week, but to this dispensation. Grant that they do, it does not
follow that this is t h e meaning of Lord's day. Did David and
Christ refer to the same day John does in Revelation? If so,
John meant to say, "I was in the spirit in this dispensation."
Let us substitute the definition for the· words u~red and ' see:
"I, John, your brother and partaker with you in the tribulation and kingdom and patience which are in Jesus, was in the
isle that is · called Patmos., .for the word of God and the 'testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit (in this dispensation) and
I heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet." Would that
make sense to the churches in Asia when they read it. John was
telling them how, where, why, and when he received the Revelation. If he meant to tell them that he received it during
this dispensation, I am sure they knew less after reading
. what he said than before. They knew what year, month, and
week he was there, but they did not know on V,:hat day of
the week he received it.
But this is only inductive reasoning and is based upon that
which seems most logical. A thing can seem very logical and
still be wrong. Some think they know positively that Christ
is coming back to earth to rule and reign in Jerusalem. How
do they prove it? By inductive reasoning, and what to them
evidently seems logical. The frailty of the human mind is
such that it cannot always be relied on in the absence of
positive statements. To Brother Wilkinson the state of reasoning he has built up may seem as certain as a statement of fact. ~
And as for me, as I see it, I would go on believing that the
"Lor~'s day" could be nothing else than the first day. I confess, that so far as the Bible is concerned, my views rest upon
inductive reasoning, and does not enable me to supply the
missing link except by logic. It stands therefore that the most
logical view is the one most likely to be correct. The difficulty
is: what is logical to one mind is not logical to the same degree to another. So what?
Brother Wilkinson's worst blunder is stated in these wo·r ds:
"The Lord's day, used by the apostle John in the tenth verse
of the first chapter of the Revelation cannot, in the light of
any recorded information, either secular or divine, refer to
the first day of the week or any other -day of the week." The
statement, ~'Any recorded information, either secular or divine," is a rather broad one, all must admit. In fact it is too
broad, for the meaning of "the Lord's day" in Revelation has
challenged the research and thought of some of the greatest
minds of this dispensation. The very absence of positive information in the New Testament has led men to search the
ancient records of th~ past to ascertain the exact meaning.
In the "New Archaeological Discoveries," by Cambden M. Cobern, page 36, I find this: "He (Deissmann) howed more fully
also that the so-called 'Hebraisms' of the Bible could, in almost every instance, be paralleled in the secular non-Jewish
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papyri, e.g., 'name' occurring with the meaning of 'person':
'Lord's day' finding its exact parallel in 'emperor's day.' "
Since the emperor of Rome was worshipped, a day had been
named on which to worship him. When Jesus became Lord of
heaven and earth, what was more logical than that Christians
should call the first day, the Lord's day, just as the pagans
called the day on which they worshipped the emperor, the
emperor's day?
Again, on page 128 -cobern says, "All of this, a s Deissmann
shows, throws a brilliant light . upon the adjective, 'the Lord's,'
that is, 'belonging to -the Lord,' as used in the New Testament. So ordinarily used, the 'Lord's day' meant 'emperor's
day.' So 'Chri~tian' meant originally an imperial slave, or
soldier belonging to the divine Christ, just as 'Caesarian'
meant slave or soldier of the Caesar. In the same way 'freedman of the Lord' (1 Cor. 7:22) corresponds to 'freedman of
the emperor, and the phrases so common with early Christians,
'friend of Christ' and the 'acquainte d with God' correspond exactly to the words in the inscription 'friend of the emperor'
and 'acquainted with the emperor.'"
We may conclude from the following quotation from the
letter of Barnabas, that Christians during the second century,
knowing that the time for observing the Sabbath had long
since past, leaned a little backward in making sure that
everyone understood that they worshipped the Lord on the
first day instead of the Sabbath. Barnabas says, "Your new
moons and Sabbath I cannot endure.'' "You see what he
means: it is not the present Sabbaths. that are acceptable to
me, but the one that I have made, on whieh, having brought
everything to rest, I will make the beginning of an eighth
day, that is, the beginning of another world. This is wp.y we
also observe the eighth day with rejoicing, on which Jesus also
rose from the dead, and -having shown himself ascended to
heaven" (The Apostolic Fathers, chap. 15, vs. 8, 9).
Now back to Cobern and a quotation directly to the point
from the Didache, under the heading, "The Lord's Day· and the
Sacrifice" Cobern first comments saying: "It is noticeable
that there is no commandment in this document to keep the
Sabbath, and that already ' at the end of the first century
Sunday is the sacred day of worship." He then quotes from
the Didache as follows: 1. "And en the day of the Lord come
together and break breaa and give t~anks, having before confessed your transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure."
2. "Let no one who has a dispute with his fellow come together with you until they are reconciled, that your sacrifice
may not be defiled." 3. "For this is that which is spoken by
the Lord: In every place and time offer me a pure sacrifice,
for I am a great King saith the Lord, and my name is wonderful among the Gentiles."
When one reads a statement like the above, ".A;nd on the
day of the Lord come together and break bread and give
thanks," from a document as ancient as the Didache has
been proven to be, we know that Brother Wilkinson hadn't
.read enough before making the statement, "'The Lord's day,'
used by the apostle John in the tenth verse of the first chapter of Revelation cannot, in the light of any recorded information, either · secular or divine, refer to the first day of the
week." It is easy for any of us to speak more than we know,
and to know less than has been recorded.
674 Ceylon Street, Eagle Pass;, Texas.
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Ra I ph L. Stirman
Ralph L. Stirman departed this life Tuesday night, December 30, 1952, as the tragic effect of a polio attack. Interment was in Austin Memorial Park, January 1, 1953. His
wife, Ruth, their two little daughters and his father and
mother, Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Stirman of Wichita Falls, Texas,
survive him.
Ra~ph was 31 years of
age but he had lived a full
life. He grew up in Wichita Falls, where he finished
high
school. His· undergraduate work was done in
Harding College. From
ther e h e went into the
service of his country,
serving three years and a
half in· the Navy, but everywhere he was stationed
he found the church, if
one was in the community,
and helped a number of
small congregations i n
their singing and teaching.
His graduate work was
in the University of T'e xas
where he received a degree in architecture. After
graduation he locates\'. in Abilene for a while, where he
worked on the plans for the new church building at Abilen~ .
Christian College. He · designea several other church buildings which stand as a memprial to his interest in the church
and his ability as an architect. He was devoted to the church
and always loyal, using his varied talents in the service of
our Lord . He directed singing, both with small groups and
large congregations. He was an unusually capable teacher of
young people and worked with them untiringly, doing ·an
extraordinary job with the young folk in the University Avenue church in Austin, where he was located at the time of
his death.
f.
In all his activities Ralph Stirman was a genuine Christian. He was a living demonstration of the principles of Chris-
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tianity. His influence was felt in a number of congregations
and in the lives of a great host of · friends who mourn his
untimely passing.
Funeral services were conducted from the University Ave. nue church at Austin, Texas, where Brother R. B, Sweet
spoke comforting words from th'e Holy Scriptures to the
friends, brethren, 'and loved ones of our ·departed brother,
so suddenly called from our fellowship, and brotherly association to depart and be with Christ which i~ very far
better. Our grief is the more intensified when we think of
one so well educated, specially in the Scriptures, so young
in years and so active and capable, and so interested in
church work, being called in the very morning of life from
our association; yet · we realize that we will soon follow him.
To his loved ones we extend our love and sympathy, and
commend them to the grace o:t God whose exceeding great
and precious promises are revealed in the Bible.
G. H. P. SHOWALTER
"FILL OUT LONG FORM 1040-IT'S ONLY
ONE MORE PAGE
Wayne Hargrove
March 15 is just around the corner. It is not too early f·o r
us to be working on that important Income Tax Return for
1952. In the interest of the Lord?s cause, this article is written
to remind us that filling out Long Form 1040 instead of shorter
forn1s, most of us can save considerable income tax-possibly
several hundred dollars.
Saving on your income tax is not "beating the government."
The official instruction pamphlet which your government
mailed you .recently states on page 3:
"The law expects you to pa.y YJOUr correct tax-no more
-no less. It will pay you to think for a moment which ·
of these three types of returns is the best ... in your' -case."
Many of us live in homes for which we are paying via an
F.H.A. or similar loan. Most of this Jean payment (in most
instances) each month goes for interest and taxes, which are
deductible in figuring income tax. The figures used below nre
for a somewhat typical member of the congregation where I
preach in Houston, Texas-a man with a wife and two children and a 1952 income of $4200, <>r $350 per month. According to the tax table, this man already has paid $311 tax; this
amount was taken from his paycheck before he received it.
But this man can receive a sizeable refund if he will fill
out one more page of his Income Tax Form 1040. Assuming
that this man is buying a ca:r and is buying a home on which
he has a mortgage of approximately $8000, he has the following approximate deductions:
Interest on house mortgage ................................................ $350
Interest on car loan, fence loan, and ilVterest figured
into the insurance on house (if insurance is paid
monthly) .............................................................................. 110
City, school, st ate and county taxes paid in _
house payment .................................................... :..........,... 120
Poll taxes and car ·license .............................................. :.. .. 20
State gasoline tax ( 4c per gallon on 500 gals.) .......... 20
)

Deductions ............................. -;--....................... $620
If the above is all he has to deduct (assuming he gave not
one penny to the . church), and if he had no other deductible
expenses (which is unlikely)., his tax figures $261.96, and he
could receive a refund of $49.04.
If he contributed ten per cent ($420) to the church, his tax
would be $168.72, and his refund would be $142.28.
If he contributed twenty per cent ($840) to the church
(which the government by law last summer encouraged us to
do), his tax would be only $75.48, and his refund $235.52.
The above case does not include other interest, casualty loss-
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· es; thefts, busir;ess deductions, or miscellaneous deductions
such as dues to union or professio.n:al societies, safety equipment, certain tools, etc., which may be deducted. Neither does
it include any medical or dental expenses; all such expenses
in excess of five per cent of income (in this case, aH over
$210.00) are deductible in figuring tax.
Your situation will vary with the locality where you live.
This is only one example. If your income taxes already have
!leen deducted from your salary or wages, or if you still owe for
your 1952 tax, check and see hqw much you can save or have
refunded. Whatever your income was for 1952, if j'IQU are the
average member, it is likely that you do not really owe as
much tax as the standard tax table shows.
It is your duty to look into your t ax situation, even if your
income tax already has been withheld from wages. Every
penny we have is the Lord's money; we are merely stweards
(1 Cor. 10:26; Psalm 89:11). "As every man hath received the
gift, even so minister the same . . . as good stewards . • ."
(1. Peter 4:10). "Moreover, it is required in stewards, that a
man be found faithful" (1 Cor. 4:2).
_
Figuring and claiming tax deductions requires a little pencil
figuring with the hands. It is even possible that Ephesians 4:
28 might apply : "Let him that stole steal no more: but rather
let him labor, working' with his hands the thing . which .is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth."
By saving income tax, we will have more to contribute to
the Lord's -work; . and the more we contribute to the Lord's
wo1'k, the less income tax we- will be required to pay. This is
assuming that most church members give less than twenty
per -cerit-and I think that's a safe assumption.
· Brethren, think on these things!
AOO PLANNING HUGE LECTURE PROGR.Ul
FEBRUARY 22-26, 1953

. J. D. Thomas
The 1953 Lectureship at Abilene Christian College on
"The Church at Work" is planned to be the greatest in size
and scope of any that we have ever h,ad.
Whereas we used two auditoriums last year for dual-
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programs with much success, this year for the evening lee- ¥
tures we are planning to use three a~ditoriums with simultaneous programs.
Arrangements are being made to enlarge · seating arrangements in Bennett gymnasium, and it, toge ther with Sewell
auditoriuin and the auditorium of the College Church of
Christ, will be used to take care of an unexpected 6, 0 0 0 to
7,000 people. Over 4,000 were in attendance at the 1952 lectureship.
There will be s ix different speakers for the evening weekday lectures, and each man will speak twice so that the audience will have a choice and an opportunity to hear the ·
ad-dress 'that interests them most. There will be missionaries
from the various mission fields with up-to-date reports of
the activities in their field. This has always been one of the
main features of the ACC Lecturship.
A new feature to be incorporated this year will be a series of panel discussions in Sewell auditorium each afternoon where various phases of the theme, "The Church at
Work," will be discussed. Th·ere will be an exchange of views
at these meetings and an opportunity given for questions
from the floor.
As in previous years, the "Opportunities in New Fields,"
meeting under the direction of P'aul Southern, will be con-.
tinued · each day at 11 a.m.
What we believe will be one of our most useful features
in a series of classes considering the practical aspects of the
work of the church which will be conducted each day at
the same hour by instructors who are especially competent
in these fields. These classes will include:
Teaching the Pre-School Age, Teaching the Primary
Grades, Teaching the Juniors, Teaching the Intermediate .
Group, Teaching Children t~ Sing, Teaching Women's Classes,
Personal Work for Women, Handling the Church's Business
Affairs, Problems of the Preacher, Elders and Their Work,
Modernism and Archaeology, Building the ~ermon, Directing
Congregational Singing, The Restoration Movement,_. Sound
Doctrine, Establishing New Congregations, Organizing and
Supervising the Bible School, Visual Aids for Use in the
Bible School Work, The Church and Young People.
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Each person will select the class that he feels will profit
him most and attend that same class each day for the four
days in order to get the most benefit from it. It is expected
that these classes, or similar ones, will be repeated from year
to year so that in the cou_rse of time each person can have
an opportunity to have specific training in several areas.
The. largest preachers-eld.ers dinner ever held is planned
for Tuesday evening of Lectureship Week and will be held
in the gymnasium at 5 p.m. A short program will be given.
Last-year over 800 elders and preachers from throughout
the United States attended the dinner.
Several choruses and musical organizations will be used
at various times during the week, and another new feature
will be found at one of the afternoon hours when four student-preachers of Abilene Christian College will deliver especially prepared sermons. ·
There will be an alumni luncheon during the week and
special features for the ladies who are visiting on the campus.
Any inquiries, suggestions, or other correspondence con!!erning the 1953 lectureship may be addressed to J. D.
Thomas, Lectureship Director, Abilene Christian College,
Abilene, Texas.

Studies In Galatians (No. 2)
R.C.Bell
Since the Galatians had been led to doubt Paul's apostolic
authority; and as everything depended on it, he confidently
affirmed in the first verse that his_ apostleship, independently of all human intermediaries, derived personally and directly from, "Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him
from the dead." As if to ask, "Can Peter, James, and John
have better authority than that?" He deemed this poi;lt so
important that he made, as we snail see, three a-rguments,
covering about a third of Galatians, to establish it.
The salutory sentence; consisting _ of five verses, full of
elementary Christian doctrine, continues: "Grace to you and
peace from God the Father, -and our Lord Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for our sins, that ·he might deliver us from
this present evil world, according to t:he will of our . God
and Father." This scripture teaches that the grace and will
of God, as executed in Christ, "Who gave himsel~ (the ultimate in giving) a ransom for all,'' procure for all men who
will accept it as God's free gift the threefold blessing of
redemption from sin, deliverance for this evil world, and,
"The peace of God, which passeth all understanding." What
a blessing! Where are our tears of gratitude?
God's Two Governments
God's government for humanity from the beginning has
always been a theocracy-that is, a monarchy over which
God himself is sole and absolute Monarch. Howev.er when
men rebel against this government, God suffers them, under
the leadership of the archrebel Satan, to set up a provisional,
secondary government, as he suffered the Jews for a time
because of their "hardness of heart" to put away their
wives; but from the beginning it hath not been so" (Matt.
19: 8). Under Moses, God permitted,. as expedients, both divorce and secondary government. Though he has long since
abolished the former, he still permits and uses the latter,
according to his sovereign will.
This primary spir,itual go¥ernment is, "The kingdom of
heaven"; these secondary, worldly governments are "the
kingdoms of the world." In saying to Pilate, "My kingdom
is not of this world .. . " (John 18:36). Christ made a sharp
distinction between the two, and made them incompatible.
It was these "kingdoms of the world" (Matt. 4:8), in the ·
aggregate that the devil, "the deceiver of the whole world"
(Rev. 12:9), and "the god of this world" (2 Cor. 4:4), offered Christ. These same kingdoms Paul here calls "this present evil world." Founded in rebellion to God, they all con-
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tain the seeds of d ecay and death within themselves, and,
as the Bible teaches, God will destroy them as such, after
they have served his purpose. "That God may be all in all,"
this will leave only God's eternal, spiritual kingdom in its
solitai:y grandeur and perfection.
Deliverance "from this present evil world" means much
more than remission of sins, or justification, whicli to us
Christians is always a glorious, motivating, past event. Christ
tells when and how justification comes: "He that heareth
.my word, and believeth him that sent me, hath eternal lite,
and cometh not into judgment · (with the world), but hath
passed out of death into life" (John 5: 24). "There is therefore now no condemnatio-n to them that are in Christ Jesus"
(Rom. 8:' 1). We are called out of the world, and are separate
from worldlings in life, in death, in resurrection, in judgment, and in eternal d estiny. We are in this world, but as
strangers in a land occupied by the enemy. We "are not ot
this world" even as Christ is "not of this world" (John 17:
14). During our sojourn on earth as colonists of heaven, "Our
citizenshfp is in heaven; whence we also wait for a Savior"
(Phil. 3:20). Father Abraham, as a pilgrim of earth seeking
"a better country; that is, a heavenly," could have but
little inter-est and part in th~ God-doomed Canaanitish civilizati-on amidst which he lived a century in tents. Evep. so
are we delivered from unequal yokings with their frustrations, from strivings after wind with their emptiness, !rom
the waste, the brutality, and the desolation which so largely
make up "this present evil world." All this gain and freedom on earth, with "new heavens and a new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness" to come. Who would not be a Christian pilgrim?
A Perverted Gospel
In the first two chapters of 9alat1ans (the personal part),
Paul's concern is to restore the Galatians' confidence in him
as an authentic apostle, chosen·, qualified, and sent by G<>;<J.
As we have already seen, Judaizers_ had persuaded them
that Paul did not preach "the whole counsel of God."
After the salutation, Paul, without defining it, refers to
a deadly perversion of gospel doctrine in their midst. Since
the heresy strikes at the wisdom and throne of God, the
grav·ity of the situation justifies hi.s strong language: "But
though we, or an angel from heaven, should p-reach unto you
any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let
him be anathema (accursed)." Then in the next verse as if
to assure them that what he was saying, .instead of being
the hasty, explosive words of an angry man, were the sober,
measured words of a most earnest man, he deliberately spells
out the curse again. The Galatians and all men since, therefore, may know that if Gabriel from heaven, or Paul back
to earth, should come to preach, they would have noth}ng to
add to what Paul had already preached unto them. How
the impressible Galatians must have solemnly read on to learn
the nature of their error which Paul took so seriously.
Evidently Paul's enemies had said that he was an unprincipled, popularity-seeking opportunist. Evil men by misrepresentations, twisted meanings, and half truths can :always make out a case, even w.hen their victim is Chr-ist or
Paul. We judge from Paul's reply, "If I were still pleasing
men, I could not be a servant of Christ" (v. 10); th·a t his
traducers probably said they could sustain their indictment
by the fact that he circumcised Timothy, but refused to
circumcise Titus, in conformity to policy instead of conscience. For simplicity, compression, and completeness, this
answer is an incomparable statement of the immutable, fundam ental Christian truth that the interests of men-pleasers and
of Christians cannot be reconciled. May we not be thankful
that since Christians unto the end of time must suffer
similarly, this extreme case of silch vile slander and persecution occurred long ago whtle Paul was .still living to make
his stabalizing and com,forting answer?
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Financing The Church (No. 7')
Jack Meyer
In coming to the final essay in this series of "Financing the
Church," space is too limited to warrant a lengthy paragraph
in summarizing the argum~nts here presented. You who care
to, may consult the previous numbers for that informatio;n.
Hence, let us move at once to a study of 2 Cor. 9:7:· "Every
man accordiirg as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful
giver."
People · have abused the "as God hath prospered him" of 1
Cor. 16:2 to ·wrest the Scriptures into encouraging a haphazard contributing, having no certain plan as to either percentage or amount_. But the passage just quoted ruins that
twisting of scripture, and demands a definite amount--either'
· in precise fi-gures, or particular· percentage. The Spirit has
PaJll to specify that our contrib;ting must be according to
purpose. Contributing according to purpose will · demand a
plan. For a _person to say that "I purpose to ·give as I ·am
prospered," is not to fulfill the scriptural demand. If that is
all that the apostle meant by specifying giving according to
purpose, there would have been no point to saying that. He
had already given the instruction about giving · as prospered.
The addition of according to purpose is to show that they
were to purpose the amount. The scholarship of the world
will unite in showing_that this is the point of the passage. If
you have ever been mixed up and duped into saying that you
are satisfying the scriptural demand by saying that you purpose to give as p1·ospered, ask God to forgive you and resolve
n.e~er to be guilty of that again.
Again that always-occurring quibble sticks up its selfish
head, saying: "But I can't purpose a definite amount. I don't
know exactly what my income will be." Two facts ruin that
· argument, and plaee a question over the one making it. First,
the fact that .an income is changeable does NOT prevent a
definite purpolie, because the contributor can purpose a definite petcentage. That will take care of the · amount. (The man
in busines9 would, of course, figure his cost of business, and
then figure his personal income. Or, if his salary is set as a
part of the cost of his business, he still has a personal income). Second, the United States government through its income t ax laws has proved that all people c::w compute a definite amount as a tax on income, even when the income is
variable. If a man can figure his definite obligations to the
government, he can to the Lord. And the government even has us figuring estimates in advance. The man who can do
this for the government, and denies he can do it· for the Lord
through kis church, just simply can't convince anyone that he
is' playing· honest with his Lord_.
If one absorbs the spirit of the remainder of 2 Cor. 9:7,
one will have no tro'il)Jle purposing,. pl-anning, deciding a definite amount or percentage. Paul says that the contributing is
to be cheerfully done, not grudgingly or of necessity. He who
contributes only through fear or duty needs to see how selfish,
narrow, and shrunk he is. He_ needs to see something of the
sacrifice and love of Christ, to learn the meaning of gra titude,
and then he will cheerfully give. 1 Cor. 13:1-3 shows that
Christian service without love is neither Christian· nor profitable. The church will be amply financed when members contribute ]'egularly, int o the church t reasury, purposing to give
more than the J ews under the law, according to abilit y, definite am~mnts of percentages, out of a sense of gratitude and
love, not forgetting to do so with self-denial.
Birmingham; Alabama.
Johnson's People's New •restaJnent in two volumes: One
set $6.00; 6 sets $30.00. We can supply large orders by return mail.-Firm Foundation.
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Opportunities In Maine

J . Harold Thomas
The church in Bangor, Maine, has been assured the opportunity to purchase broadcasting time on the first televisiop. station to operate in the state of Maine. This station
began televising February 1st. The time purchased by the
church will be available not later than March 1st.
This station will be the only TV station in the state of
Maine for two years according to announcements from the
FCC. The area it serves includes sixty percent of ' Maine's
nearly one million population. This means that the church
through this program can reach thousands of homes with
which it has no contact through any other channel at the
);}resent time. The TV program will have no competition for
TV hearers. Our radio programs, which are accomplishing
much good, ·have to compete with other radio stations in
Bangor and in Houlton, Rockland, Waterville, Augusta, Lewiston and Portland.
The cost of the fifteen-minute teleca.St on a one-year contract basis is to be $54.00 per week. The ch~rch. in Shacklett,
Ten·ne-ssee, has already sent funds for the initial program.
The church in Pegram, Tennessee, has sent a contribution
nearly suffiCient for the second telecast and. has promised
~ · 10.00 monthly for one year. Some individua.la in Washington, D.C ., have promised $25.00 per month for a year. The
total monthly cost will be $215.00.
A television audience is a quiet and attentive audience.
The opportunity to be seen and heard in these thousands of
homes is second only to that of entering those homes personally to discuss religion with these people. Our small number ~f workers could not enter these homes-so many of
them-for years. It is a wonderful opportunity for us-and
a wonderful opportunity !or you . Won't you ·help us? And
beyond any financial help you may give-pray for us that
we shall wisely and fruitfully use this great new open door.

THE CATASTROPHE IN HOLLAND
Answering inqmnes from many, .we are
advised there is no need of clothing for the
destitute; there is sore need on the part of
the Government and of individuals for
money, of course. Brother Harry Payne's
fine article detailing important matter of
interest reached us just a little too late to
appear in this issue; look for it next week.
None of the Paynes or their helpers have
. suffered loss, nor were either the church
buildings at Haarlam, or Amsterdam, damaged. Brother Payne reports' that their obligations and opportunities have been greatly
increased as a result . of the great national
disaster.- G. H. P. SHOWALTER.
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M. Norvel
One Way To Show Our Gratitude To God
Let us notice one way we can show our gratitude for God
and 'for his spiritual blessings in Christ. We cannot give God
anything directly that would repay him for his gift to us of
his only begotten Son. But we can show our appreciation for
Christ and the church which Jesus bought with his own precious blood by sharing the blessings with others. We can carry
the "good news" of the way of salvation to those who have
not ·yet heard of it.
Last week we saw Paul and Silas begin an evangelistic
tour of Asia Minor. Today let us take up this study in the _
16th chapter of Acts. I hope you are reading the book of Acts
as we study these lessons in it. Paul had a vision and saw a
man of Macedonia (the northern section of Greece) standing
"beseeching him, and saying, Come over into Macedonia and
help us" (Tcts 16:9).
Paul concluded that it was his duty. to take ship at Troas
and go to Macedonia and preach the wonderful news of Christ
to them. He did without delay and found some very sincere
women just waiting to obey the gospel.
The lesson for all who are new-born creatures in Christ is
that we must share our blessings with others. New Testament
Christianity is intoosely evangelistic and missionary in its
spirit. A Christian who has been baptized into Christ for the
remission of his sins (Acts 2:38) canno.t afford to be content
to go to 'fOrship each Lord's day, study his Bible, pray and
enjoY' the peach of Christ by himself. He must heed Christ's
command to "go . . . teach ali nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I command
you" (Matt. 28:19, 20).
That is why churches of Christ in. America are constantly
seeking to preach simply New Testament Christianity to more
and more people in every corner of this land, and to preach
the same gospel in Germany, Italy, Japan, Africa, Canada,
South America, India, and around the world. The same New
Testament that tells us that God loves us and graciously prepared salvation for us through the death of his Son on the
cross, tells us that he loves all men. If we want to show our
appreciation to God for giving us an abundant life here in
Christ and eternal life in heaven, we must sacrifice to share
this message with others.
''Come over into Macedonia and help us." This is the cry
of millions of sincere people in the world today who are in
darkness spiritually and earnestly desire to know God. Men
like Otis Gatewood in Germany, and Harry Robert Fox in Japan, and Cline Paden in Italy, tell us of thousands who eagerly study the Bible when they are introduced to it. Through
the efforts of Christians in Texas alone, thousands have come
in contact with the simple plea for a return to New Testament Christianity with no creed but Christ, no rule of faith
but the Bible. Other tens of thousands are waiting to hear the
gospel. Will you not trust the Lord Jesus Christ today and
confess him before men as the Son of God, repent of your
sins, and be buried with your Lord in baptism to rise and walk
a new life sacrificing your time and ability and money that little children now in pagan homes may grow up to become
Christian men and women. The call still rings out: "Come over
and help us."

Young

coholic pr.oblem for the purpose of ·h elping to combat this
evil of our modern a~e .
Men like Timothy (}'Shanahan, director of the Southwest
Clinic Hospital in Lubbock, Texas; Paul Southern, a director of the Texas Committee on Al.c holism; and Frank Pack,
Professor of Bible at Abilene Christian College, have col. laborated together in order to make this ·issue a reality.
EvQry member of the church should get one or more copies
of this pamphlet. Elders, ministers, and church workers can
help in widely circulating this issue by distributing copies
.to high schools, colleges, welfare workers, and to the general public. Order from Firm Foundation, Box 77, Austin
61, Texas. Send $1.00 for one dozen copies.
Lubbock, Texas.

SISTER COLLINS DONATES SITE FOR HOME

Ida S. CoUins
Sister Ida S. Collins in a late picture. She .h as set a wonderful example in giving this land worth some $:!00,000 for
this home to be built while she lived to see it.

SPECIAL P AMPm..ET ON "THE ALCOHOL PROBLEM"
· Mont Whitson
The January issue of the 20th Century Christian is devoted entirely to the subject of alcoholism. The editor and
staff have presented an unbiased, objective study or the a!-

The above picture shows Sister Ida S. Collins (above center)
with her pa rents, Brother and Sister W .· G. Nairn, pioneer
residents in Lublxlck, Texas. The picture was . made in 1909.
The administratien building of the new home will be named
for the parents who are now deceased.

.(
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The Passing of _Brother M.. 0. Daley
Marshall Olla Daley was born February ~. 1869, in Union county, Kentucky. He . moved with his parents in 1877
when he was about eight years old, to Florence, Texas, and
maintained the old family homestead until about five years
ago, which was about seventy years.
He and his wife were baptized during a meeting held in
Florence by Brother J.D. Tant in August of 1888. He preached
his first sermon in Florence in February of 18 91, and afterward preached for the church in Florence for more than
twenty years. Following this, he preached for churches in
San Antonio; Little Rock, Arkansas; Comanche and Hollis,
Oklahoma; Brownfield and Mission, Texas, ·a nd the last eight
yep.rs of· his miiiistry was at Rock Springs, Texas, from
which place he retired from regular preaching at the age of
seventy-six.
He has held meetings in Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama,
Mississippi, and of course, many 'in Texas.
He died in San Antonio, Monday evening, November 10,
at about 7:30. Survivors include a son., V. F. Daley, Boerne;
four daughters, Mrs. R. E. Kirk, El Cam.po; Mrs. W. M.
Blakey, San Antonio; Mrs. Ken Wallace, ;Monroe, La., and
Mrs. L. P. Kleinoeder, Washington, D.C. ; two grandsons and
two granddaughters and two great granddaughters.
Funeral services were conducted at Florence, Texas, by
A. Hugh Clark and G. H. P. Showalter.
The following address was delivered by Brother Daley at
the Abilene Christian College Lectureship of 1951, and at
the request of the family was read in its entirety to the large
crowd assembled for · the funeral. It ·was impressive in its
content and solemnity. Brother Daley was one of our greatest
gospel preachers, and one of my most devoted personal
friends.--G. H. P. SHOWALTER.
MY BODY-ITS VICTORY
Brethren and friends: With genuine appreciation I
grasp this op_portunity so generously afforded me, to
talk h·e art to heart with you about a m.atter that grows
dearer to me as life's shadows rapidly lengthen. That
matter is MY BODY'S VICTORY.
BORN-DIED. Little words are they-just four letters
each! Y~t, in the vocabularies of men there are none bigger.
None bigger, because of the wonderful human possibilities,
and the far-reaching consequences they suggest. They re-p resent the "Alpha" and the "Omega" of life-of your life, and
mine. They record the beginning and the ending of a series
of ViQtories and defeats of which life is made up, beginning
with possible victory, and ending with seeming defeat. So
closely associated- are we with our bodies in all the epochs
of life, that, naturally, we attribute to them an all-important
part in life's warfare. In so doing, we may have erred at
some point-more than likely have. But let us hope the error is pardonable, since we are all guilty! We have a feeling
within, that without them, ultim a te victory cannot come."
The feeling is well-nigh universal, as is also the question:
Is it based on fiction, or upon truth?
I love m y body. Even though it be a mystery to m e, I love
it: I saw it grow and develop, as it did day by day, 'til it
reached manhood's mouii:taintop, whe re it proudly lingered
for a time. In sadness, I saw it turn, slowly at first, then
with increasing speed, down life's sunny slop.e. Its growth
was a matter· of pride, because every gain made less probable the d efeats I detested, a nd gave increased promise of
the victories I craved. Its decline, sharpened the desire to
turn back the lengthening · shadows-if possible. If not that,

then, for someone to lift the curta~n before me, and let me
have just a glimpse into the beyond. What shall I do? Shall
I rush in search of the fabled Fountain of Youth, so eagerly
sought, but never found, by the countless millions before
me? History, bGth ancient and modern, says Nay. Shall I
muster all the reserve forces at my comm.and, set them in
battle array, steeled for one mighty and decisive charge, and
turn defeat into victory? Something in me says, "Do it."
"Bring up _the reserves" is on my lips, but the command dies
ere it is born, just as it did in all those gone before me.
Everywhere I turn, there's a crepe on the door!
But what did they do? Just what you -and I are doing. In
sheer desperation we repeat the question so ofter ask"e d by
them......:"Is there no escape for me?" I've escaped tlhus far!
But 'where are my co-laborers of yesterday, my bGyhood friends
and schoolmates, the parents that gave me a being in the
world?. Where are those who taught and encouraged me, and
showed me the road they had traveled, when I was young?
A sympathising poet, with a fellow--feeling, has tried to help,
thus" Just what we are we cannot tell,
Our time is short on earth to dwell,
A bubble on the wave t oday,
A shadow soon to pass away.
- But wher_e it goes· no human knows,
Except in earth must decompose,
And there return to mother dust,
As God, its maker said it must."-(Dennls)
-and trailing back, as his voice dies away, comes, "As God,
its maker said it must," in whispered sadness. No escape for
you-or. for me! "Tomorrow," there'll be a new-made m.ound
on the hillsid~ and some friend or loved one will place a
block or stone at its head, and inscribe thereon, "Born- Died"
-died, because, "My maker said I must." " In Adam all die."
"By one man sin entered into the world, and death l!Y sin,
and so death passed upon all men." Back yonder in time's
first war, upon grounds of Adam's choosing, the battle was
lost, and man's defeat ,was fated-we must die. Is ~p.an ' s
defeat God's defeat, too? If so, the title of this discourse is
false-there'll be no victory. And down to defeat - I go with
every atom of my being rebelling, and crying out: "There'll
be another day."
Will there really b~ another. day-another day for me?
· ~ Yes" you tell me, "The spirit returns to God who gav.e it."
Is that all? The spirit is only a part of me, and such a victory would be · a victory only . in part, which would be. no
victory at all. Niothing in me is satisfied with the answer.
Must I go "to dust" depending upon a God who, if he too,
accepts the defeat, is as weak as 1?. llid the God that made
me so exhaust hims elf that he has no power left by which
he could overrule the consequences of one sin? If so, what
must it be when he is confronted with the sum total of
earth's millions? I know that God, himself, inflicted the
penalty of sinful man's defe·a t, and that he is enforcing it
with unerring precision. I know that he could have rung
down the curtain of finality upon the awful scene by casting
sin and everything it had touched, its author, and its children, into Tophet and walled it up, and a rched it over, and
let if rankle in its own corruption in eternal isolation. But
he didn't, and iiur living presence is the proof. Instead of
eternal s ilence, I h.e ar 'li.im say: "So in Christ shall all be
made alive," and, "He that raised up Chris t . from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies/' And again, "Thy
dead men shall live, together with my body shall they arise."
Desire buds into hope; and •h ope sees a star!
Just here, the favore4 sons of those who scoffed at Paul's
Mars Hill mention of the resurrection of the dead, and those
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whom Paul warns Timothy against-philosophers and scientists, so called, with affected pity, attempt to correct my
ignorance by deluging me with theories-and plunging mQ
into deeper despair! From whence came this gloating arrogancy of science, that it should with complacency, ravish
all the finer instincts of a human being, and rob it of faith?.
No science is as yet perfect. It is still in its swaddling ·
clothes. It has been the business of one age tG modify and
improve the science of the past age. The future age will but
expose the learned follies of this. Must t:his old Book, the
Bible, hoary wijth the age of centurtes, written by the "finger
of God," born at Sinai and completed amid tb.e splendors
of the Apocalypse, whose footprints are seen in the crumbling
dust of earth's wrecked and ruined greatness, fly the stage
before the gorgeous diction of a philosophy, whose foundation is as shifting as the desert sands? One distinguished for
his learning has modestly affirmed that, "None of the nighest, the essentially spiritu~l facts of man's knowledge and
experience fall within the scope of what is known as scientific proof. Hence, when one demands scientific proof of
immortality, it is as if he demanded the linear measurement
of a principle, the troy weight of an atom, or the color of an
affection."
"The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God," declares Paul in warning against basing faith upon the wisdom
of man. The resurrection of the dead being peculiar to Christianity, 11-nd ~aving nothing analogous in nature, has been
a favorite object of attack by every school of skeptics since
its announcement. They denounce it as false because it involves a mystery. And a mystery with them is an absurdity.
Yet I know of no class of critics who revel with greater
satisfaction in mystery than do they. Is every mystery an absurdityf If so, there is nothing true in Christianity, since
about every truth dear to the Christian there clusters some
of the mysterious. As the profound technicians they would
have us believe they are, they, nevertheless, convict themselves of confounding mystery as to fact, and mystery as to
mode--two essentially different things. A thing may be
very Clear as to fact, yet mysterious as to mode. To the Sadducees Jesus said, "Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures,
nor the power of God." Of Agrippa, Paul asked, "Why should
you think it an incredible thing that God should raise the
dead?" In both passages, the resurrection of the dead is declared to be a fact, but the mode is not mentioned. Then
again, a matter may be a profound mystery in one age, and
made perfectly plain in another, as is affirmed by Paul of
the facts of the gospel.
From Calvary, Christ journeyed to the hadean world, and
while there, broke the bars of death, and came forth a
conqueror, bringing, "Life and immortality to light." But,
if through the work of Christ, the soul only is immortalized,
then the shout of victory, supposedly from the other shore,
is but the swan song of disembodied spirits from the sunless
vales of despair. In New Testament times the controversy
was about the body, not the spirit. "How are the dead raised
up?" is a ready questiqn with those who would delve into
the musty past, and join hands with the hea then philosophers
of Paul's day, whose mission was to confuse rather than enlighten. They admitted the immortality of the soul, but denied it to the body. Yet, they complained of a11 unequality of
things, saying, "The sun went down at night, and rose again
in the morning, but their friends go down into the gloomy
darkness of death and rise no more." They saw upon the
face ol. every mysterious providence which swept the earth
in bold and living colors, the pencillings of immortality;
they felt the truth attested within by instinctive shrinking
back from annihilation. Still, the tomb was invested with
an eternal darkness, and. the body surrendered to a perpetual sleep. With them the night of death was starless.
There was no anticipated morning whose auroral splendors
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would break upon the darkness of the grave, and hang the
rainbow of hope over the dust of the dead.
A victory like that would be but a tantalizing phantom.
Offer it to the widowed wife as she pillows against a heaving
bosom, the lifeless form of a husband just gone, as she vainly
tries to coax him into speaking to her "just one more time."
That body not be raised? Tell this sordid story to the sister,.
as she gazes upon the shatteFed form and obliterated features of a brother beloved, t:hat that form and face will
never be restored to happy recc:>gnition again. Tell the m(}ther,.
Wlho .baptized her boy with blessings and sent him to war's
bloody front, where he fell and was buried, uncoffined, in
some unknown grave, with no block, stone, or vine to mark
his resting place, that he will never come to her arms again,.
Tell the bereaved of earth-fathers, mothers, and orphansthat there will be no resurrection of the dead, and a universal shriek -will rend the air and crack the vaulted heavens,
till God in heaven hears and feels, and angels weep in pity.
Such a victory would shatter the dreams, and blast the hopes
of earth's sorrowing children, whose weeping would elicit
. far more sympathy than "Rachael weeping for her children,"
who refused to be comforted.
Go stand by Bethany's new-made grave of the long ago,
and hear the quivering voice of Jesus, which will one day
pour its trumpet thunders through the vast carnal h<>use
of the dead, ana bid its sleepers awake, as he did that day.
Hear the shout of joy springing from the sorrowing, bleed-.
ing hea1·ts of Martha and Mary as they clasp to their . bosoms
the sheeted, but now living form of Lazarus. Draw near~
and peer over the garden wall, in the early dawn, while the
dew drop glistens in the morning light, and hear the shout
of gladness, as Mary rushes to clasp in fond embrac.e thenewly risen Lord, and learn a lesson that will remove forever the canker. of doubt from the soul, and exact the gloom
of despair from a sorrowing heart, and plant instead, tileever-blooming rose of joy. These are both. a pledge and a.
tithe of the "good things ~<>d has in store for those who
love him."
Again, and again, it is asked, "How are th.e dead raised?"
Let Paul answer: "Who shall change our -vile bodies, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things
to · himself" (Phil. 3). "He that raised up Christ from the
dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies" (Rom. 8). The
resurrection of the body is here promised. The combined power of the God-h_ead is pledged to its performance. That
power that confounded chaos with order, and laid the foundation deep down on nothing, and sent its towering columns
into empty space, crowned with constellations· of worlds,
propped against the throne of God; that pc:>wer which carpeted creation's temple with ·e merald, roofed it with azure,
and lighted it with ten thousand suns; that power which
drives the planets along their orbits, and hurls the arratic
comet to kindle its fires on the dark altars of night where
suns never shine; that power which s·hakes the earth, shivers
its granite, ruptures its strata, overturning mountains and
upheaving its . valleys-that power is pledged to raise me
from the dead. Can it do it?
Ah! my friends, the key to the grave is in high and powerful hands. Yet, you tell me of powers great and terrible,
other than t:hese just mentioned! Are you doubting still?
See the triumphant son of Mary standing in the dazzling
splendor of day's new-born light, holding aloft the "keys of
death," and hear him proclaimed, "The first fruits of them
that sleep." It's God's pledge _to a trembling world that vi-ctory will come. Suspense is ended . Christ has conquered,
and the battle is won. Victory over all that was lost. It is
not a you-take-the-body-and-I'll-take-the-spirit compromise.
It is victory. Do not tell me I am wrong in this. You talk
about wonderful power! You may tell me o.f a power that
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can still the raging storm and soothe out the rolling billows
of an angry sea. You may tell me of a power that can reach
out and pluck the stars from their withering vaults of night,
and I'm an interested listener. But I grow weary when you
tell me that that victory, for which all sigh , is complete while
my body lies mouldering in a grave lost to man and forgotten of God.
God'~ pledged power will one day be ex.erdsed. The last
day will come. · The sun will refuse to shine, and' the stars
will hide their faces : The moon w.fll .r oll up to heaven turned
to blood, and hang ·her crimson liv~ry upon the wings of
night. The earth will reel as doth a drunken man, and· mountains of woe will lodge upon her heart, the trump of God
shall sound.. Old Time, the father of centuries, and the tomb
'builder of generations, will drop his scythe and break his
glass, careen and fall, a giant in ruins. The dingy king will
drop his scepter in ringing fragments on the damp pavements
of the grave. The antiquated dead will start jnto life from
their ashy urns and funeral pyres. Pyramids of ·granite and
crypts of marble will be rent in twain to let the rising bodies
come. Mummies will fling off the trappings of centuries and
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pour from their vaulted chambers. Inquisitions will rock
upon their foundations, while the dead stream from their
dungeons. Wanderers will shake off their winding sheets of
sand and rise from the desert, while Old Ocean will heave
and swell with its teeming millions.
Our village churchyards and family burial grounds will
be deserted. Leveled and long forgotten graves will be opened.
Abraham will shake off the dust of Machpelah and rise with
Sarah by his side. Patriarchs, prophets, Jews and Gentiles,
saints and sinners, bond and free, rich and poor, fathers,
mothers, children, all-all from Adam down will come forth.
God's pledge has been redeemed. And all the saved, all around
the world all together will hail this: redemption's grand consummation, with one proud anthem, whose choral thunders
rolling along the paths of space, will shake the universe with
its bursting chorus-"0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave,
where is thy victory?" Victory! My body has risen! Victorious body of mine! Hallelujah, we shall rise.
(.Prepared specially, and delivered at Abilene Christian
College Lectureship, February 24, 1961. Corrected by Mrs.
Ed. Molloy. M. 0. Daley).
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Joe H. Morris, 21t07 Ky Avenue, Paducah,
0. K. Alexander, 2612 Mission Street, Fort
Worth 9, Texas: I have some time !or gospel Kentucky, January 26: In spite of much
Illness attendance at Clements Street was
meetings this spring and summer.
good yesterday. One was baptlzoo at. the
John w. Plgg, Gunter; Texas, February 2: morning hour.
Being with the splendid people In Kingston,
J, T. Marlin, Fourth and Elm Streets,
Oklahoma, yesterday was Indeed a delight.
Swee twater, Texas, January 19: Thre.e were
James R. Burns of Fort Worth has ac- b ap tized and two placed membership at 4th
cepted the work at Burkett, succeeding and Elm Sunday. Our work Is progressing
Clifford Wilson, who recently moved to nicely. One for baptism today.
.Munday, Texas.
Frank .J, Dunn, Dallas·, Texas, J'anuary 30:
Albert A. Gonce, Jr., 1010 S. Pugh, State Nineteen responded to the invitation at Peak
College, Pennsylvania, February 2: In the and East Side during January, including
last fifteen days we have had two additions; two baptisms. Kenneth Boyd, our co-worker, preached two Sundays at Shadyvale,
one baptism and one restoration.
where ten responded with two baptisms.
Floyd Embree, 1203 Merchant, Artesia, New
J .. Odes Forshey, 1308 E. Jefferson, Boise,
Mexico, January 31: This past week, two
Attendance here has
have been baptized and two Identified here. Idaho, January 26:
been hindered some by sickness the past two
Our work continues with good Interest.
Lord's days. Three came by transfer yesA remodeling program will soon
Howard Casada, Great Bend, Kansas, Jan- te day.
uary 26: Three came for baptism at the be under way to give us more class rooms
evening service here yesterday. All of them and added seating space to the auditorium.
were married people. Prospects are good
o. 0. o. Newton, Rochester, Texas, Janufor the work here this new year.
ary 30:
We moved to Rochester, Texas,
Doyle Banta, Box 205, West Helena, Ark- January 22 to begin work with the church
It promises to be pleasant.
The
ansas, January 31: We are of! to a fine here.
start In every way for this year.
This church at Royse City is in need o! a preachmonth we had one baptized, two restored, er. If you are interested, write Curtis Ratcliff, Royse City.
and four by membership.
B. E. Bnwcom, 926 North C. 9treet, ArkBen West, Lampasas, Texas, January 30:
ansas City, Kansas, January 25: Four were The editorial in the February 3 issue of
baptiz ed, one was restor ed, and one placed the Firm Foundation, "Religious Image s
memb ership during January.
The work and Pictures" is an impressive thought. I
moves forward.
believe we sho1,1ld be guarded In the use of
any pictures.
It is a thought•provoking
Cleon Lyles, Little Rock, Arkansas, Feb- editorial and I am glad to read it. Thank
ruary 2: Eight were baptized, four placed you for it.
membership and one was restored at th.e
Downtown church (6th at Izard) the past
Wm. J. Wlmley, Box 228, Bedford, Indiana,
month.
February 2: We begin a six weeks train ing course in s in ging, Tu esday night, with
Granville Jones, Box 364, Stinnett, T exas, two sessions per week.
Four have been
.January 31: Th e last t'wo Sundays In Janu- baptized during January; also one restored
ary there were e ight baptisms, thr ee restora- a nd one by rhemb'ership. Thirty-five were
tions, and one to place m emb ership.
The added from all sources during 1952.
We
future is bright for the church in this place. e nt er the New Year with encouragement for
When coming this way, stop and worship continued growth. Much sickness has r e with us.
duced our audiences lately.

H. c.· Welch, Bolton, Texas, February 10:
For the benefit of Individuals who correspo nd with me, my address has been changed from 206 So. 22nd St., T emple. Texas, to
Star Routoe, Bett:on, Texas ..
Edward J. Cnddock. Gadsden, Alabama,
January 24 : The December meeting In this
city• closed with 12 baptisms and 84 restorations. Levoy Bivens Is ·doing a grand work.
In 1952 I preached 365 sermons, conducted
22 spec ial courses and . 40 family forums.
There were 450 baptisms and restorations.
I begin January 25th in Foley, Alabama.
John w. Hedge, Jacksonville, Texas, January 28: My work with the church at Rush
continues to be pleasant. Since last report,
ten have taken membership and two have
been restored. Our young men are rapidly
developing into teachers In the work.
I
will speak In the lectureship at Lufkin next
week.
Brooks Terry, 23H Overton Road, Dallas,
J an uary 29: Durl,ng 1952 at the church on
Overton Road, ninety people answered the
Invitation.
Of this number 15 were baptized, 42 placed membership, 13 were restored and placed membership, and 20 were
restored.
In the month of January !our
placed membership.
0. ·c . Lrunbert, l-309-9th Avenue S. E., Decatur, Alabama: I will begin a series of
five lectures on Catholicism tonight with
Eastside church In Sheffield, Alabama.
I
will also deliver a similar s·e rles with the
East Point, Georgia, church March 9-13.
There were two baptisms and one restoration at our morning servioe yesterday.

W. M. Grooms, Keller, Texas, January 30:
Reuel L emmons of Cleburne will ·be with us
five nights, February 9-13, In a m ee ting arr anged for special lessons to the church
member, Subjects will be along the line of
Finances, Organization, etc. These l essons
will be worth driving mil es to hear. We
invite brethren to share this !east with us.
Clande A . Guild, 2701 E. Belknap St., Ft.
Worth 11, T exas, January 30: January was
a good month at the church of Christ in
Riverside, Fort Worth. There were twentyfour responses to the In vita tfon: 13 restorations, 5 baptisms, and· 6 placoo membership.
My first meeting this year will be with
Thomas Campb'ell at the church in Anson,
T exas.
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OUver C. Cunningham, 1224 East Main
Street, Shawnee, Oklahoma, 'J anuary 26 :
East Main had an average Bible School attendance in January o! 198 per week, In
spite of the flu epidemic. The average per
week In January o! last year was 160 per·
w-eek. My address after February 25th w!ll
be 406 Chestnut Street, Cookeville, Tenn.
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IL L. Matheny, Goldsmith, Texas, January
19: We moved here the first week In January, 1953. The church here is very strong
and active. They have much work planned
for this year. We are happy to be here and
work with these good people.
One man
obey ed the gosp'e l last S~nday evening.

Lynn Cook, Third
A.

and

Bennett

Streets,
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Clifford s. OweiUI, 309-Tarnworth, Drive,
Nashville, Tennessee, January 28: Last week
I was called to the horne of my paternal
grandfather where he made the good confession and was baptized Into Christ. He
is 84 years aid and now seriously ilL Pray
for him.
Clifton Trhnble, 10<8 West Pawley Road,

w. Chls-. H5 Highland Park, Lebanon, Booneville, Arkansas, January 19: Beginning Oak Ridge, Tenn., February 3: On January

Tennessee, January 30:
We are thankful
. again to report eight additions to the Highland cengregation during the month o! January, four baptize d and four identified. Also
an Increase beyond expectation in attendance and contribution. The work here is
pleasant and most rewarding, and we shall
not stand idle until every person in this
city knows that we are interested in th·e m,
and that we care for their souls.
Oscar Smith, Sr., 6447 Pinehurst Drive,
Houston 3, Texas, January 301: We moved
Into our new church building In Oak Forest
• tn November, and since that time our Bible
school attendance has grown, and our
crowds are much larger than they were.
The new church building Is located at 1333
Old Wakefield Road, and Is near the Oak
Forest addition.
We are anxious for our.
friends in Oak Forest to visit us. About
ten have taken membership _with us recently.
Joseph Sherman, 709 East Third Street,
Kinsley, Kansas, January 19: I preached
January 4 at El Monte, Call!ortila, and baptized one there that day. I also preached
Ill South Tucson, Arizona on the trip. I
broadcast !rom station KVGB, Great Bend.
The broadcast began more than two y-ears
ago, and is now sponsored by the Kinsley
congregation. A number of congregations
and Individual Christians, have made this
program possible, Saturdays, 8:15-8:30 A.M.
1690 kcs. KVGB. The work here Is pleasant.
Hornee N. Mann, Hohenwald, Tennessee,
Route 1: I preached among the small congregations In 1952, as follows: Rush, Seiber
Chapel, Little Swan, Branch and Riverside,
In Lewis County; Topsy, Mt. Hope and Morrow Valley, In Wayne County, Tennessee;
o-ne service with Old Salem, Franklin County; Tennessee, near :8eanscreek, Tennessee.
Younger preachers hold meetings -!or these
places each year with some additions to
th~ church.
Most all are small congregations.
Sister U. G. Wll~n. Box 192, Comanche, Oklahoma, January 26: "Lord's day was
a great day with the church here. Brother
Allison preached a wonderful s ermon on
"Unity." It Is great when we can have
Bible unity. At 2:30 in the afternoon, the
monthly Stephens County church of Christ
singing met here. We had wonderful singIng. Singers from d!!!eren t plac es had an
opportunity to lead.
Our new church Is
large and was well filled. Brother Allis on
Is doing great work . Love to. the Firm
Foundation.
Wtlbnrn Whittington, Mt. Pleasant, T exas,
January 19: We h a d a fine day at the North
Jeffe rson congr eg a tion S>"este rday, d espite
muoh illn ess. Thr ee adults ob ey ed th e gosp el
in th e evening s ervices. This mak es a t o t a l
of nin e t een addition s sinc e . I mo ved h ere
the fir s t of las t Jun e. Co nditi o n s h e r e in
the church ar e improving s teadily and th e
..,.ark is plea s ant and e ncouraging. List en In
on our Sunda y mornin g radio progr a m at 8
o'clock, 960 on your diaL Bill Thompson of
Lufkin will be with us in our spring meeting Apr!l 20-2~.

28, 1953, I completed 1.3 months of work with
the Joseph Avenue congregation in Na?hville.
During 1952 there were sixty-two
r esponses to the invitation. A n ew record
of 288 was set in Bible Study. During January, 1953, three were restored and one placed
membership. Brother Paul C. Mills, Jr., will
succeed me at Joseph Avenu'3. On February
1, I began work with the New York Avenue
congregation In Oak Ridge, Tennessee. The
prospects !or future growth here are good.
Harold Truex, P . 0. Box 183, Piggott, Ark- Please visit us when passing through. ·
ansas, February 2: I baptized two young
ladies not long ago. In September, 1952 I
J. P. Thornton, 700 Allisop. Avenue, Canon
led singing !or my !ather, Milton E. Truex, City, Colorado, February 3: We had 30 reIn a meeting. I have completed one year sponses In the local work during 1952. 0!
of college work at Freed-Hardeman College. this number twelve were baptized, five
I have also completed one half year of r estored, and thirte e n identified. Eight have
college work at Harding College at Searcy, been baptized thus far this year. The outArkansas. When school is out in June of look for the work' -Is encouraging.
The
this year, I would like to hold some meet- elders would like to have correspondence
ings or I would consider working with some with faithful gospel preachers wbo plan to
congregation until school starts In the fall. pass through Canon City this year and wou l d
I have been preaching about five years.
be willing to speak on a. Lord's Day or a
Wednesday evening.
Tourists will find a
A.. H. Bryant, 14:45 Nogales, Del Paso friendly w e lcome and simple New Testament
Heights, California, January 31:
Wednes- worship near the Royal Gorge. The church
day evening, at our mid-week Bible study, meets at 320 N. 5th Street.
two, husband a"nd wife, were baptized. These
were very !lne young folks and have a
Mnx T. Neel, 2700 Pine Avenue, January
promising future. · A week ago on Lord's 27: We had another good day here at Herday another husband and wife recently !rom ring Avenue last Lord's day, with four beTahlequah, Oklahoma, made a confession o! ing restored. Sickness has about subsided,
wrongs and asked !or membership with us. and we look forward ·to renewed Interest.
Plana ! o r a new auditorium here are find- The Parent-Teacher Training Course sponing much favor and we are hopeful will sored by most o! the churches In Waco, got
soon be well underway. We are happy In under way last night In a splendid manner.
our work with these fine Christians on the Brother Wilburn C. Hill o! Wichita, Kansas,
West coast.
is the director. There were as many .as ten
different towns represented subortantiall:r,
John w. Hedge, Jacksonville, Texas, Jan- the very first service. The Lord willing, I
uary 28: To the many churches o! Christ am to be with the church In Ennis, March
which have patronized S-K Fixtures and 23-29 inclusive, In a gospel rne&tin&". Pray
/Church Furniture'" Company, In their pur- !or us!
chase of their church furniture through my
A
solicitation, I want to say Thank You, and
P. D. Wilmeth, 808 Harnvasy Lane, Tyler,
to Brother Showalter, who carries the ad Texas, January 31: Two placed membership
!or this fine reputable company, regularly and one was b a ptized last Lord's Day: Our
in · the Firm Foundation, we want to say budget was presented to the congregation
Thank You !or helping us to make our- and a fine spirit prevails. 1953 bids !air to
selves known to the brotherhood In this be a great year. My first rneetln~,j;. Is at
way. Our Increasing sales o! church furni- Henderson, Texas March 23rd. April 19thture to the churches o! Christ, as w ell as 26th will find me at Magnolia, Arkansas,
to oth e r religious groups, Ia the evidence and May 4th-10th at Hearne. Our Spring
or th e material anP, workmanship which L ectur eship is sch eduled for March 8- 13.
go es into our products.
A program will appear els e where in the Firm
Foundation.
Brother Antonio Ochoa will
George T. Jones, 2401 Pease Street, Vernon, speak here on Sunday afternoon February
T exas, F e bru a ry 4: The Houston and Pease 15th at 3 o'clock.
We anticipate a full
church Is sending a prea c her . to Opelous a s, house.
Louis ia na.
Bill Crews of Lake Charl es,
Louisia n a w ill m o ve th er e March 15, fully
A. H. Bryant, 1445 Nogales, ..Del Paso
s upp orte d by this c hurc h. H e will b e th e H e ights, Ca lifornia : We are happy to reseco nd p r each er in L o uisiana s upport ed b y port som e f a vorable progr ess being made
this churc h . J. R . Colv in is in hi s s econd in the church here in Del Paso Heights.
y ear at Ringg old, Louis iana, and doing a n Th r e e aduits m a d e a confes sio-n of wrongs
exce ll ent w ork. Op elo u sas "Is a city of 25,- y es terda y s tatin g a neglect of duty for their
000. Th e con g r eg a ti on th ere is a littl e over a ction.
A numb er of n ew c o n g r e gations
a y ear ol d a nd co mposed of a b o ut twenty- have had th e ir b eginning on the W est Coas t
f ive m emb e r s, m os tly wom en.
Sin ce th e r ec e ntly. Th er e r e mains a great lot of work
p r esentat io n of a bud get, o ur c ontributi on s to b e don e, but th e church of Chr is t in this
h e r e h a v e increased a bout f orty p e r c ent. a r ea is d efinit e ly on a m ov e f orwa rd. MeetOur e nla rged program in cludes a dally radi o ings are b e ing c onducted in s everal· congreprog ram over our loca l s tation. . L a t ely, g ations n ear h er e , by visiting preachers
th ere have b een three additions by res t or a - now. Let us go forward with more oourage
ti on and memb ership. Hora ce W . Busby will a nd d e termination. Souls must be g 11rneted
b e h er e in a m e~ ting F ebrua ry 15- 22.
for the master.
the first of March I w11! begin work with
the church In Harrisburg, Illinois.
The
church In Booneville is one of the best In
th e sta te in many respe ects. Perfect unity,
excell e nt eld e rs and working members. In
the past year ·better than thirty-five h a ve
answer ed th e invitation. They will need a
pr eacher to take my plac e. If anyone Is
interested you may contact Brother L. R.
Johnston (Elder) .
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D. D. Woody, 1"27 Oakwood Dr., Baton
Orlan MilleT, 302 S. Denver Street, JackIJECTURESHIP
son 9, Mississippi, January 30: January 7th Rouge 9, Louisiana, January 30:
Interest
Bluff Dale Church of Christ-7:15 Nightly
brought to a cJ..pse my labors with the Rob- in the Lord's work in Baton Rouge Is
Singing--sunday, Feb. 22 at 2:30 P.M.
inson and Faulkner church, Conway, Ark- growing. New faces are seen in our audiansas. In the closing days of the work ences most every Sunday. People are comT. E. Crunpbell
there, six were baptized into the kingdom. ing to see and hear for themselves. Our
F.eb. 23-J. P . Willlams-"The Love of God." It was a pleasure to labor for .the cong;re- local radio broadcast on Sunday rn.o_rning
Feb. 2i--claude McClung-"Joy of Serving gation in the town where I was born and at eight-thirty and the Herald of Truth on
the Lord."
to work among "horne folks." Conway Is in Sunday afternoon at one o'clock are getting
Feb. 25-Glenn Colllns-"Responsibilities of position to do much for the Lord In that our message to the people.
During the
Elders to the Church And the community in the years to come. I trust eight days, January 18-25, five were added
ChuTch to the . Elders."
that they will. On January 18th, I began to our membership, three by baptism and
Feb. 26-Joe Malone--"The Responsibilities work with the West Capitol congregation two by transf!)r.
The church Is working
of Parents and Children.''
in Jackson, at which time there were two and growing.
Feb. 27-Roy Devers-"A Shameless World." baptisms and one to place membership. The
Feb. · 28-Ralph StarUng-"A Lost Pocket- brethren here have an aggressive program
Theron N. Bohannan, 6429 Orion Avenue,
book."
of work outlined for 1953; we are anticipat- Van Nuys, California, January 31: The Lord's
Mar. 1 -James Scott (M<nn.)-''That Beau- ing a good work among them.
work has now passed its third anniversary
tiful Home"; (Evening) "Effecin this Jocal!ty. We have, during this time,
tual Doors/'
David 0 . Sprague, 401 N. 6th, Lawton, Okla- been meeting in the rented Women's Club
Mar. 2 -Reuel Lernmons-"A Way Which homa, February 4: Last week I received news bui'lding of the community. In spite of obSeerneth Right."
that my application to the Chaplaincy in stacles that were thrown in tile path of ever
Mar. 3 -Lewis Hogue-"Brel!,d ot Lite.''
the Army has been accepted and that I am marching truth we have grown tremendMar. (. --claude Gulld-"A Sad Funeral."
to report to active duty beginning Febru- ously.
These human obstacles have been
Please come and bring someone with you ary 8, 1953. About March 20, I shall (Lord hurtled and from a small group of faithand hear these great lessons.
willing) be located at Camp Polk, Louisiana. ful Chri~tians of about thirty we have
It is my wish that those who have loved grown to about one hundred and twenty·ones or know of friends that_ are members five or thirty since August, 1951. Under the
HINES-T9TTY DEBATES
of the church of Christ Jesus and are sta- plain and powerful p'reaching of the gospel
tioned at Camp Polk, would write to me by Brother Robert E. Byrd we have wit.J. Lee Hlnea
Paden City, West VIrginia, February 5 their names that I might contact them. nessed many baptisms and restorations. The
and 6.
Otherwise, I may not be able to contact all congregation has appo-inted elders and - ne..:t
Gar!ield Heights church house, Indianap- whom I should. At this t -I me, mail should week, · the Lord will!ng, will see us pouring
olis, Indiana, March 12th and 13th.
be addressed to 401 N. 6th, Lawton, Okla- concrete in the foundations of our new
Subject:
Institutionalism.
I at!ir-m at morna. It Is my desire to thank all brethren church building. Our new building will have
Paden City and Brother Totty at _Indianap- for the confidence you may have In me and a legal seating capacity In the auditorium
olis.
l pray earnestly that I may fulfill this con- of two hundred and fifty-two persons, plus
fidence In a good ministry for Christ and six class rooms. Much of the labor on the
building is being donated by the brethren
J. Enimett Wainwright, 1330 South Third In help to brethren in the Armed Forces.
of the congregation a nd the interest and
Street, Las Vegas, Nevada, January 31: One
baptism on the sixth Lord's day ·with this
A. R. Holton, 145 -Fifth Avenue, North good feel!ng Is running high on the part of
tine group, largest audience since the min- Nashville · 3, Tennessee, February 4: We are all. The Lord has been so very good to us
Istry of Brother B. L. Bedwell more than glad to announce to the brotherhood that all and to him be all the glory.
a year ago.
He wlll be speaking during Bill Davis of Dallas, Texas will be the song
February.
I will - be assisting - two tine leader at the camp meeting and that he will
groups, Oildale and Exeter In the San "J oa- teach a course on Hymn Appreciation. He·
quin Valley of California. The trustees have will also · be able to give valuable help to
the property In Las Vegas In excellent con- JlOng leaders. We would like to hear from.
dition according to authorities at the ab- young men over the nation who would like
stract office, the court house, and bank. to prepare for song leading under one. of
The congregation authorized them to en- the best In the nation. Let us hear from.
large the building by doubl!ng capacity of you If you can arrange your time to be with
Central YMCA Auditorium
auditorium, making special preparation for us for an intensive stud,y at Blue Ridge.
19 S. LA SALLE ST.
mothers and babies, and a two-story annex There w'ill also be Bible Classes.
There
providing class rooms on the ground "floor will be classes in Teacher Training for
and l!ving quarters upstairs. I have post- teachers of all ages and groups. There will
Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
poned my planned work for British Isles be an opportunity to learn of the great open
Worship, 11:00 A.M. and 2:00P.M.
and will return to Las Vegas March 1st to doors of the church in North and South Carassist the excellent servants of the Lord ex- olina. Brethren who are preaching in these
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30P.M.
tend th.e work of righteousness according two states will give us first-hand inforrnaWORSHIP WITH US
to the New Testarn!)nt pattern.
Brother •tion a ·b out the needs and opportuniti es in
V. M. (Bud) Watson of San Diego pioneered these two states. R eservations for the Blue
here; he is encouraging us In every possi- Ridg.e, North Carol!na, Camp Meeting, July
ble manner.
18-24, are b e ing accepted now.
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CHURCH OF CHRIST
DOWNTOWN
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S-J{ FIXTURE & CHURCH FURNITURE CO., INC.
JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS

BOX 1466

Tel. 2514

CIDCAGO, JiLL.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
UO S. Michigan Ave.- Room 500-A
Sunday-10 and 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.

MANUFACTURERS

Thursday-7 :30 P.M.

Highest Quality Church Furniture
Direct dealing with· churches. All kinds of church furniture sold on positive
gu?-rantee. The many Churches of Christ which have purchased church
furniture !rom us will testify to the quality of our work and t he reason ..
&bleness or our prices. It will be a pleasure to give any informa tion which
you may want concerning your church furniture needs.

WRITE OR CALL JOHN W. HEDGE
886 KICKAPOO STREET

IAOKSONVILLE, TEXAS

TEL. 2-712'7

B~OOKLYN,

NEW YORK

CHURCH OF CHR1S'l'
800 St. Marks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WJI,T.J.AM N. FRYE~Evangelut
RO G ER W. HAWLEY-Ev angeltrt
ltlunday-10:00 A.l\1. and 0:00 f'.JL

Wednesday-7:80 P.l\1.
Phone1

PfteJOident 4-4738
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Jesse Lewis, 306 Southeast Monroe, Idabel, Okl'ahoma, Phone 182R:
Having fin!shed two of the most fruitful years of my
ministry, I feel that it is time to move on.
I am leaving one of the b es t churches. it
has been my pleasure to work with. Since
coming here we have baptized about thirty,
appointed elders and deacons and built a
new bricl;: building with a seating capacity
of 340. Any church inter ested in my services may write or call me h ere. Any preacher desiring a change would certainly be
wise to contact the elders here. The right
man can do a real work h ere.
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had never h ad a more enjoyable work than
this. Th e Pleasant Valley congregation is
a good one filled with ·fine people. Brother
Paul Lusby is following me there. He is a
good ·preacher and will help them much.
Our association with the otl!er preachers,
Curtis qamp, Russell Ingalls, Hoyt Houchen,
Arthur Golden , Jack Mackey, and D. Glover
(colored), was e njoyed to the fullest. The
seven congregatio ns of the L ord's church
in Amarillo are strong, loya l churches. Their
•elders are good men. The work there has
a very bright futur e. I shall always r e m ember my brethren tbere.
Address all
future mailing in -care of the church, Grand
\oV, Dale Pearson, Grand and Palm, Ponca and Palm, Ponca City, Oklahoma.
City, Oklahoma, February 4: Last Lord's
Day, February 1, was my first day with the
Walter Nichols, 709 Adams Street, Portsfine brethren here at Ponca City, Olclahoma. mouth, Ohio, January 20: I concluded two
The ser:vices were most enjoyable and im- years work with tho Grant and Summit
pressive. The church here has a nice new Stree t church here November 16. Since that
building w ith adeq uate classroom space for time I have been selected by the churches in
the t eaching program, a fine group of elders this area to do full time mission work in
with ability and vision to carry on a good the vicinity of the Atomic Energy Plant.
program of work. I succeed M. W. Chaffin. The Plant site Is sixteen miles north of
Brother Chaff in has done a g.o od weir!<, Portsmouth, but our work will tal<:e place
and is well thou g ht of among the brethren. in a part of four counties.
We want to
We are anticipating a very pleasant worlc begin a Bible study class in Piketon and
We left Amarillo with many regrets, fo.r we "Wa,·erly, just as soon as we can f ind a
place to m ee t. ')"he churches in this area
can see a wonderfu l opportunity with thlrCOMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
ty thousand workers moving into this secWe keel) on hand regularly a supply o. tion, th erefore, they are supporting me to
fresh, pure unleavened bread tor communlor work full time in that vicinity. We are
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small car interested in the souls of those mov ing into
ton and thr ee o~ these cartons to the lararel this section and we want to h e lp them.
earton--all carefully sealed so it will keeJ Ther efore, if you have relatives or friends
:lnde!ln!tely Every congr egation should have moving h ere, please contact me at the above
on hand a good supply .at all times. !'rloe add<ess, or phone me at Portsmouth, 4-073·1.
I c!0sed a good meeting at Crum, West VirLarg ~ cartons, each, $2·:36, postpaid.
g inia, January 14. The interest and attendII'IJ"m Foundation PnbU.hiJJ.&' Botu~e
ance were good throughout the meeting .
A.natln, Te%IUI
Brother W. G. Corns has done a fine work
there, and it was a pleasure to work with
him through the meeting.

-A. CheEOter Grhn<'s, 1548 Heights Blquevard,
Houston, Texas: Thirteen have been added
to the Heights congregation in the past
five weeks of the new year. · Two were baptized last Sunday and four by membership.
0ur Bible School attendance .for th e n~w
year:.._ has averaged 325 per Sunday, with an
aJ.l-time high of 344 on the 11th of January.
Our balcony was us ed for the first time in
regular services last Sunday. Next Sunday
marks the beginning of my fo.urth year with
this splendid congregation. Brother Anthony
Emmons, of Sheffield, Alabama, will be with
us in a meeting the first two Sundays in
March. Brother Emmons on'ce labored with
this congr-egation and is loved and admired
by a ll Its members .
Bill Kinney, Box 252, Forsan, Te;»:as, Janua ry 19: This is to reDort to the Flr.m Foundation that as of F ebruary 2, 1953, my work
with the church here in Forsan, Texas, will
be terminated. Our work has been pleasan t;
ties have been made . tha t are prec ious', encouraging, and lasting. But we reave, feeling a lso that our n ew work will be challenging a nd profil_able in the Lord. I next begin
lab orin g with 'the church in Itasca, Texas.
"'e trust that we may- combine our efforts
with those of the saints there, with the
result that all may glorify the Master. May
we ~ver pray that his will be done. vVe
welcome you to visit with us and with the
church in Itasca w h e n you come our· way.
My mailing address will be: Box 295, Itasca,
Texas. At the present time no definite arrangements h ave been made with another to
come for the work. Inquiries should be addressed to one of the following eld ers : 0. W.
Fletcher, Sterling Cit;v Route, Big Spring,
T exas; V. L. Bennett,- Box l84, Forsan, Texas;
.Erda Lewis, Sterling City Route, Big Spring,
Texas. P. S. One lady was baptiz ed at ;ervices last eveninf' This unites the family in
Christ J esus.

BONDS

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

:- cium;s EOUiPMINI··co.-:

"": : ·--. B¢.1t.on, Te~·as ·; :" ,:;.

Limited quantities and maturity.· dotes of Broadway Bonds left. Previous advertising
successful, and Bonds goir.g. Act now, first responses get best choices of bonds.
Approxim~tely $20,000.00· left of $70,000.00 issue, secured by property valued in
excess of $150,000.00.
$100 and $500 bonds, bearing 5 percent interest payable semi-annually. Maturity
dotes from 9 to 13 V2 years. Some maturing each six months during this period, July1, 1961 to January 1, 1966. Building in fincil stages of construction. Pointing and finish work to begin soon. Bonds
. must be sold within thirty _days.
Good investment for child's education expense in cQIIege, good savings, etc.
For further information write, . NORT-H HOUSTON .CHURCH OF CHRIST,. 2625
Deams, Houston 16, Texas. Or call ldus England, Mu-7341, or A. B. Corley, Me-1770.
~~ -

Comfort With Simplicity
Beauty With Character
The modern simplicity of L. L. Soms'
Church Furniture lends ·on atmosphere of
beauty arid comfort. Pews, Altars, Pulpits,
Baptismal Fonts, Wood Carvings, Lecterns,
Rails - all designed to your exact speci fications.
Expert Installation
Fas-t Delivery

Write for Catalog

~
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River at LaSalle

Waco, Texas

•
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CONFESSION AND RESTORATION
FELLOWSHIP

OF

Speaking in behalf of the San Pablo con, gregation-we, the elders, confess that in
regard to our difficulties "!ith the Richmond
church we have sinned against God and
the Richmond church. We therefore repent
and ask ·God and the Richmond church to
forgive us.
We, the elders of the Richmond church,
¥Onfess that we have sinned in the handling
of th e trouble betwen the two groups of
Christians, San Pablo a nd Richmond. We
repent and ask th e forgiv e ness of God as
well .as the forgiveness of 'Christians everywhere.
We are happy to announce that all disagreements between the aongregati~ns of
the church, San Pablo and Richmond, California, have been settled. · Both sides have
con.fessed their sins one to the other; and
satisfactory agreement has been reached,
and fellowship has been established between
the two groups.
We, the undersigned elders of the congregations, San Pab'!.o and Richmond, California, agree to the above statements.
Elders o! the San Pablo congregation
W. F. Corley
Joe E. Davis
Barney Nichols
Elders of the Richmond congregation
Clyde B. Holly
J. C. Ramsey
L. J. ·Parr
Mack Lyo11, 501- West 16th, Ada, Oklahoma,
· January 29 -: Su'nday, February 1, will mark
the beginning of our second year with the
Southwest Church in Ada' During our first
year there were sixty-one responses to the
Lord's Invitation.
Twenty-eight of these
were baptized, twelve restored and twentyone placed membership here.
Attendance
and contributions have greatly Increased
and we anticipate a profitable year ahead
of us. · When you are In this area, worship
with us.

FOUNDATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The Church of Christ at Hh & K Streets,
Grants Pass, Oregon is happy to recommend
Brother Charles Degenhart, Jr. as a sound
gospel pre·acher. He and his good wife have
labored with u s since June 1, 1952. He Is
l eaving us to la bor elsewhere because of
our inability to adequately support them.
Th ey both iive the gospel he preaches. Since
beginning with us, we have had nine responses to th e gospel invitation.
If some strong congregation would h elp
.support a m a n h e re, ·we can furnish hous e,
utiliti es and $1 6.00 ])er we ek. Any pr eac her
interested, write Brother H. A. Beltz, Rt. 2,
Box · 677, Grants Pass, Oregon. Please give
references.
Authorized by the church at January
business meeting.
4th & K Church of Christ
Signed by
Otis V. Medart
H. A. Beltz
A. M. Carter

Joe IL Morris, 2707 Ky Avenue, Paducah,
Kentucky, February 2: Attendance continues
to grow at every service. One baptized and
.three by transfer of membership at Clements
Street yesterday.
Fred Peeler, Lampasas, Texas, January 13:
I wish to report the cause of Christ, located

at Copperas Cove, Texas. This town Is locat ed betw een Lampasas
and T emp le, ln the
1
edge of the large . Fort Hood Army Camp.
The camp covers about 200,000· acres and
has over 6,000 Army buildings, a lso joins the
Gray Air Base. Many thousand boys aPe here
from all over the United States. The church
at Copperas Cove is composed of some 35
members, but others are moving into Copperas Cove and are helping with the church.
The church at this time is trying to build
and have started a nioe small building, will
s eat some 150 people. But th e members need
$2,000 to help complete the worlr-If strong
churches will -send $5.00 to $10.0'() or more if
able it will help the local members to complete the building and strengthen the caus.e
very much . My wife and I met with the
urch January 4.. Brother .and Sister R. L.
Dean Rhodes, Box 3H, Eden, Texas, January 19: Attendance and contribution has in - Mc.Pherson went with us: They have been
creased some here, but no.t as much as the living in Houston and were members of the
zealous ones would like. A man and his wife church at Lawndale Ave . He ha:s a grocery
gladly received' the word and were baptized store here now. Mr. and Mrs. Karah L. Huth~ re yesterday. They begin with much zeal ton and children from the Arlington Heights
which we pray will continue. If so many church of Christ Have just moved to Copdid not lose the "zeal of their first love," peras Cove from Fort Worth. We also found
there would be no limit to the growth of the Brother and Sister L. G. Pole there. He Is
church. Visit us, you will find a welcome iteaching Bible for the church. His home Is
Sinton, Texas. A young Brother Curtis Hayes
here.
Is preaching for the church. Anyone able
Ebb Randol, West First and Avenue F, and willing to help in this work can send
Muleshoe, Texas: I appreciated so very much their donations to the following men memyour letter addressed to the preachers of. bers, who have charge of the Bulldllllg
the gospel. It is words of encouragement Funds: M. A. Hooten, L. A. Whitt, and James
like these that makes life worth living. I Hall. We are all backing this work.
want to express to you my personal appreciation for the work that you have done and
are doing. I have been reading the Firm
A WORTHWHILE BOOK
Foundation ever since I have been old
enough to read, which dates back to .the
early days of this century. May God's bless·lngs continue to be upon you.
By LUKE MILLER

STRONG'S

EXHAUSTIVE

CONCORDANCE

PLAIN SERMONS

1809 Pages

, $11.75
Thumb Indexed
Edition

of tlte J!lb!e
By James Strong
The only complete concordance of the English Bible, Strong's
presents every word in the Bible in the passage in which it
occurs--and in exact alphabetical order. The one unfailing
authority in its special field, Strong's is really four complete
books in one-The Main Concordance; a Comparative Concordance in which the Authorized Text is compared with
certain Revised Versions, both English and American; a
Dictionary of the Hebrew Bible; and a Dictionary of. the
Greek ..,Testament. The standard concordance of all ume,
complete and unabridged.
·

.
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FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHIING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin, Texas

$12.75

Popular Negro Evangelist of
the Church of Christ

A Series of "Gospel Sermons"
Delivered at Austin, Texas
Interesting biographical
sketch. These sermons
are filled with pathos
and are beautiful in
their simplicity an d
strength, and rich in
homely convincing illustrations.
' Stenographically reported. No preacher can
get along quite as wen
without this new, latest
.B o ok
of
Sermons.
This amazingly successful evangelist has almore than 2,000 people.

Price only 50-cents
Firm Foundation Publishing House
Austin, Texas
Order Form
Send me .................... copies, Miller's Sermons.
Name :........ .......................................................... .
Address .............................................................. ..
Amt. Enclosed $....................... .
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H. McDonald, Rising Star, Texas, January
12: The church here has enjoyed a very good
year In 1952. Due to the work of the Elders,
who ·are God-fearing men, and who move
cautiously endeavoring to keep peace and
harmony, y e t lqoking ahead and using all
means to the upbulldlng of the kingdom,
and to glorify God, the church has be e n able
to grow. There have .been several improve m en ts to the building, and to the lots. We
have enjoyed a continual growth in Bible
,study attendance. Our Ladi es ' class h as a
31 average per meetin g for the year. Th ere
have been twe nty-three baptized, seven restored · and five by .membership. We have
had thre e successful mee tings by Brother
Mack E;erchevllle, Brother 0. M. Reynol.ds,
Brother A. F. Waller. Even though we have
lost several families due to th e drouth, we
have gained in many ways over 1951. Our
contribution was $1,141.67 or an average of
$96.00 per month more than 1951. We have
had two added this month, and one to confess faults. Our program for 1953 • besid es
our home work is $50.00 per month tp the
support of Brother Varela in Mexico, $30.00
to Orphan homes, and $10.0-o to The H erald
of Truth. "All praise and glory to God."
When passing our way worship with us.

Give a

Gift

FIRM
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THE · OTHELLO

LECTURESHIP

LECTURESHIP

Chester ;L. Hewitt
Beginning De cember 25, 1952, the congregation at Oth ello, Washing·ton, held a three
day Lectureship, which was well attended.
Twelve speeches on the general theme of
attitudes were given and well received.
Fourtee n preachers were present at some
time during th e Lectureship and delivered
some fine · speech es. Th ey were Omar Bixler, Moses Lake, Washington; H. W. Prior,
Spokane, Washington; Morris May, · Sunnys id e, Washington; Hal Hougey, Omak, Washington; Seth E . Rehl{op, Wenatchee, WashIngton; J. C. Bunn, Port Orchard, Washington; Charles Andrews, Vancouver, Washington; J. 0. Golphenee, Wenatchee, Washington; . Kenneth Shrable, Moses Lake, Washington; Virgil W. Jackon, Moses Lake,
Washington; Fred A. Talley, Kingman, Arizona; Durwood Biggerstaff, Coeur D'Alen e,
Idaho ; Sam May, Othello, Washington; and
Chester L. Hewitt, Othello, Washington.
Members from several other congregations
were in attendance. We feel much good was
done. Plans were started to make this a
y early lectur eship.
In connection with the Lectureship, a
week's meeting was held.
The preaching
was · done in a fine way by Durwood Biggerstaff of Coeur D'Alene, Idaho. Several
non-members were in attendance and seemed
to appreciate the good lessons. ·

To Your Church

** Seating
Shades

Cushions
*** Chancel
Draperies
Items
Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
See and Select at:

Rl-3595

DALLAS

2126 Jackson

A NEW EDITION

GOSPEL
Sermons
We have just printed
a. new edition or

James D. Willeford, 18 South Marquette,
Madison 4, Wisconsin, February 2: I have
jus't received word from Sister Virgil Wartick of Amberg, Wisconsin that a good high
school teacher-preacher ls needed in her
town. This would be a wonderful opportunity for a strong Christian man to earn his
living and help up a promising congregation.
The Amberg congregation is about
ready to buy a nice church bullding and
this wlll Increase the possibilities for
growth.
Several people are Interes ted in
obeying · the gospel, but the church must
have a good leader if lt ls to make progress.
If any man is interested he should write
Sister Wartick, Amberg, Wisconsin.

H. I. Taylor, Evangelist
The Northside church of Christ, Austin,
Texas, announces a Lecture Program, Mon•
day, F ebruary 16, through Friday, February
20, 1953.
Monday-February 16-Roy E. Stephens,
Burnet, Texas-"Prayer."
Tuesda y-February 17-Cecll Hill, San Antonio, T exas-"Giving.''
Wednesday-Februarr 18-Leathel Rober ts, Au s tin, Texas-"Worship.'.'
Thursday- February 19-T. J. Ruble, Belton, T exas-"Perso nal Evangelism."
Friday-February 20-A. Hugh Clark, San
Antonio, Texas-"Love, The Solutibn of Our
Ills.''
The services will begin at 7:30· P.M. and
every one is cordially invited to attend.

------0•------

CHURCH AT HALE CENTER, TEXAS,
ENDORSES GEORGE DARLING FOR
COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS WORK

James Baird
At the present time Brother Darling is
making an effort to raise his own support In
order to begin work with the church ln
Coffeyville, Kansas.
He is planning on
moving to Coffeyville within the next few
weeks. T·he letter below reflects the belief
of the Hale Center congregation in Brother
Darling's ability to do a n ee ded work 'in a
n eedy field .
"Dear Brother Baird,
'We of the church of Christ in Hale Center,
Texas are writing the following information
concerning George Darling that brethren
elsewhere might be of assistance to him In
his missionary work in Kansas.
"The Hale Center congregation has con. sen ted to help Brother Darling in the Kansas endeavor with partial support of $125.00'
'a month.
Brother Darling has faithfully
worked with ·this congregation for two
years and the members are fully acquainted
with his zeal, his pulpit power and hls constant interest in the saving of souls. We
wholeheartedly recommend this man to the
congregations wishing to furnish support
to . a very wothy cause. In Christian love,
HERB SWINNEY-for th e church."

TIMMERMAN'S LECTURfS ON CATHOLICISM
Cloth Bound
PRESENT PRICE ONLY $1.00
*JUST OFF THE PRESS-Addresses by S. F. Timmerman, Jr., evangelist in Catholic Belgium, delivered in the 1952 lectureship of
churches of Christ of Denver Colorado, and published by the
Sherman Street congregation.

"GOSPEL SERMONS"

By R. N. HOGAN
Evangelist, Churches of Christ
Brother Hogan is known far and wide
and is scarcely less esteemed and appre~
ciated by the white people than those of his
own race. Thousands have heard him in
his wonderful appeal to the people, and
.thousands have· been converted to Christ
through the delivery of his Great Sermons.
Every friend of the cause of Christ and
every member of the churches of Christ
should have a copy of this great book. It
is a large book of sermons of 245 pages.

$1:oo

lier copy, prepaJd
Order from:

Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

*SUPERB IN CONTENT-"! can say that I have never seen any discussion of the points covered by Brother Timmerman that excels
his treatment of these points . . . I unhesitatingly pronounce
them the best for beginners in the study of Catholic error that
I have ever seen in print."-G. C. l'lREWER.
*EXTRA LOW IN PRICE-Only because of quantity printing, neither
author nor publishers receiving royalty, and publishers doing the
retailing. Profits, if any, will go to Belgian mission work . Price
will have to be increased if and when the book is sold through
dealers. So ordet• now!
-Order From-

SHERMAN STREET CHORCH OF CHRIST
Box 4046, South Denver Station
Denver 9, Colorado
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."GOD'S PICTURE GALLERY"
60 LONG Detailed Sermon outlines. The best
he could accumulate during 27 years of preaching. They are ready to be Preached and Taught.
Cloth bound, 176 Printed pages. Price $2.25.

II
"I ONCE STOOD WHERE MOSES STOOD"
One hundred and seventy-six pages of FULL
MANUSCRIPT REVIVAL SERMONS. Several times as many as 10, 20 or 30 people have
obeyed the Gospel at one service when these
sermons were preached. Cloth bound. ~rice
$2.25.
FRED
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Box 84, Fayetteville, Arkansas
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New and Different Work Book on ROMANS.
It has an outline of the entire book of Romans,
an outline of each chapter, 10 completion, 10
fill in the blanks, 10 true and false, and 10 yes and no questions on each chapter in
Romans. It is prepared for Young People and adult classes. Where it has been used
it has generated more intere~t and caused the students to study much more than anything that is available. Price 40 cents in any quantity.

] -

~

Printer Promises Delivery on Book No. 1, Last Week in Feb. The Other Two Will

[

Be Ready in March.

[

]]

PLEASE order one or more copies of each of these books now so I can apply the
·
money to th~ cost of printing.

·[

]

PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE OF THE TWO SERMON BOOKS
IS $2.00 EACH PREPAID. ORDER FROM AUTHOR
Box 84, Fayetteville, Arkansas
/
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Austin, Texas; Tuesday, February 24, 1953

[ $3.00 Per Year in Advance

National Weekly, World -W ide In Mission, Definite In Policy-the Defense of the Ancient GoarD&! Del1Tered to the llablt& Ua·
der Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Found& Uon of 3od Standeth, h&v1n• thla 11eal: The Lord IaoweU.
th em that are hls"-(1 Tim. 1:19).
•
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w: M. DAVIS
Instrumental Music
Since the church of Christ has a nation-wide radio program
there is a revival of certain issues in our distinctive plea.
People now want to know about some things the church of
Christ teaches. There was a period of very little inquiry concerning our position respecting instrumental music in the worship, but again there are many people asking why we do not
use instrumental music in cnurch services. They are not
asking this for the sake of controversy, but because they want
to know the truth. Many who are listening to "The Herald of
Truth" program are honestly seeking for the true way. Using instruments of music is such a popular practice among
the denominations that many who are not informed on the
subject have come to think that we have a valid reason for
not using it, and they wan t to know what it is.
The church of Christ is not made up of a group of members who do not like to hear instrumental music. Many who
are members of the church are professional musicians. This
subject has been an issue of cont roversy, for centuries, not
only in the church of Christ, but in n early all . the denominations. The Greek Catholic church does not use instrumental
ruusi c in its worship. Orthodox J ewish Synagagues do not
use it. One branch of the Presbyterian church does not use
it. If you ask a well informed Roman Catholic on what ground
they justify the use of i•n strumental music in the worship, he
will tell you it was made valid by an edict of the pope. H e
will not claim that there is N ew Testament authority for it.
In the Roman church the pope has the right to change the
laws of God or to make new laws. If their claims for his
infallibility and his relationship to God are correct, he does
have the right to change laws or make laws.
The majority of people, including the pFeachers of denominations, are not informed on this subject. They try to find
authority for this practice in the New Testament when it is
not there Then some people think that a religious practice
is not wrong, unless it is specifically condemned in the Bible.
Instead of this, any religious practice that has no authority
in the New Testament is a sin.
Excess Weight
A fat man cannot reduce his weight by reading books on the
subject. I have seen people who were trying to reduce their
weight, but kept on eating foods the docto1: had forbidden.
If one is to reduce, he must abstain from foods that make him
:fat. Some people try to be Christians by continuing in sin.
Paul says, "What shall we say then, shall we continue in sin
that grace may aboundJ God forbid" (Rom. 6: 1). EYidently

some of the Romans thought they could not be saved by grace
if they quit their sins. Some people now try to be Christians
by repenting of some of their sins, not all of them. If a man
does not repent of all his sins, he does not repent.
Paul told the Hebrews to "lay aside every weight." Those
who ran in races kept weights on their feet while they were
training. It would be impossible for them to win the race if
they kept the weights on the race course. So they took them
off before the race started. Many Christians fail in the race
of life because they carry weights. They do not lay aside all
sin wh en they start in the divine life. Because they do not
give up the things that hold them back, they fail in the race.
·Christians should search their hearts for lurking evils that
r etard their progress in the Christian life.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Confessing and Following Christ
Hoyt Bailey
Coming into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus "asked
his disciples, saying, whom do men say that I the Son ,of .man
am ? And they said, some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets"
(Mt. 16 :13-14). It should be observed in this connection that
·J esus was not pleased with their explanation of who he is.
Inasmuch as· Jesus is not John the Baptist, Elias, Jeremiah
or some of the other prophets, he was not satisfied with their
answer. But modern religious thinking would approve all theu
mis-judgment of who Jesus is. For present day teaching is
that one belief is as good as another belief, that one faith
· is as good as another faith, that believing one church to be
right is as good as believing that another church is the right
church, and modern day thinking is that one has a right to
his own choice. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, would not permit
such thinking to go un-challenged while he was: upon the earth.
Christ did not approve the answer, or explanation of who he
is. "He saith unto them, but who say ye that I am? And
Simon Peter answered and said, thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God" (Mt. 16:15-16). Jesus Christ did not accept
anything less than the confession that he is the Son of God.
.W ho has the right to declare that there is nothing in a name?
Had there been nothin~n a name during the days of Jesus'
personal ministry, why didn't Christ accept either of the names
suggested for him by the various individuals? Why didn't he
go along with the idea that anything and any name is agreeable in the realm of religion? Did Christ approve the idea
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that he should be thought of as John the Baptist, or Elijah, or
Jeremiah, or one of the other prophets? Do you find in the
text indication of Jesus wishing to be called by any name and
thought of as wearing different names?
"
Jesus demands• a confession of him as· God's Son. He says:
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will
I confess also before my Father who is in heaven. But who,soever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before
;my Father who is in heaven" (Mt. 10:32-33). The apostle
Paul said: "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom. 10:9).
These and many other passages emphasize that Christ must
be confessed by individuals· upon· this earth if those individuals
expect to be confessed by Christ in heaven. For one to confess
,some human creed, to confess some ordinance, or some method
of accomplishing things, or to confess a certain form of church
.government is not confessing Jesus Christ. When the life
:Of
the apostle Peter was hanging in the balance, he said to the
1
court assembled: "If we this day be examined of the good
deed done to this impotent man, by what means he is made
1'whole; Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of
~srael, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye
)crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth
this man stand here before you whole. This• is the stone
iWhich was set at nought of you builders, which is become
i!;he head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:9-12).
When Jesus sought to teach his followers concerning the
bread of life, "From that time many of hls disciples went
back, and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus un:to
the twelve, will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered
him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life. · And we believe and are sure that thou art that
,:christ, the Son of the living God" (Jn. 6:66-69). It was after
Peter confessed, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
)God" that "Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjol].a: for flesh and blood hath not revealed
~t unto thee, but 'my Father who is in heaven. And I say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
mY church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"
.(Mt. 16:17-18). Jesus Christ nowhere commanded 'P eter to
get a group of people to cast a vote eit her in favor or against
him respecting the confession that he had made.
Confessing Christ one confesses him who ~xercised power
over nature, power over disease, power over demons, and power
over death. He confesses him who has all authority in heaven
and earth. For "he taught them as one having authority,
and not as the scribes·" (Mt. 7:29). After his resurrection,
." Jesus came and spake unto his disciples, saying, all authority
is given unto me in heaven and in earth" (Mt. 28:18). The
one who confesses Jesus Christ confesses the head of the· New
'Testament church. It is Jesus Christ who said: "I will build
my church" (Mt. 16:18). God "gave Christ to be head over
,all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him
that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1 :22-23). The one confessing
Jesus Christ as God's Son confesses the Savior of tl1e soul.
The angel said: "Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall.
save his people from their sins" (Mt. 1:21). Confessing the
Saviour of men one also confesses the Saviour of the church.
/'Christ is the head of the church: and he is the Saviour of
the body" (Eph: 5:23). Confessing Jesus Christ as God's Son
means confessing him as the found~tion of the church. "For
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 3:11). The person confessing Christ
confesses the one builder of the church. Christ said: "I will
~lliild my church" (Mt. 16:18). Individuals confess the author
and finisher of their faith in confessing Jesus Christ (Heb.
12:2). It is confess Christ willingly or be forced to confess
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him at the judgment. "Wherefore also God highly exalted him,
and gave unto him the name which is above every name; that
in the name of Jesus every knee should bow: . . . and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
,of God the Father" (Phil. 2:9-11). Again in Rom. 14:11 "As
I live, saith the Lord, to me every knee shall bow, and every
tongue shall confess to God."
Acceptable confession of Jesus Christ must be coupled with
obedience to him. The eunuch not only confessed Christ with
the mouth, but he obeyed him in baptism. One truly confesses
Christ by obeying him. For Christ is the author of eternal
salva tion unto all who obey him (Heb. 5:9) .
Those confessing and following Christ during the first
century of Christianity entered the church or were added to
the church by obeying Christ. After the sermon preached in
:the name of Christ by Peter, the hearers "were pricked in
th'eir heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles,
linen and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto
them, repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remissiOIIII of sins . . . Then they that
'gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day
there were added unto them about three thousand souls .
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved" (Acts 2:37-47).
The apostle Peter misunderstood the sacrifices included in
:\following after Christ. When "Jesus began to shew unto his
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many
.'things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised again the third day. Then Peter took
him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee,
Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But he turned and said unto
Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence un:to me:
i;Eor thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those
:that be of men" (Mt. 16:21-23). It is of interest to note that
an apostle made a serious mistake here. The Lord authorized
such be put in the backgreund. Christ said to Peter, "Get thee
'behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me." Peter had
'.Just confessed that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God,
and Christ pronounced a blessing UJ?On that confession. This
,incident here should be such as to remind followers of Christ
.that there is a serious danger of falling from one's steadfastness in Christ Jesus. The apostle Paul warned: "Wherefore
1et him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1
iCor. 10:12). The Simon who bewitched the people of Samaria
heard the preaching of the evangelist Philip. "Then Simon himself believed also: and when: he was baptized, he continued
.w ith Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs
:which were done" (Acts 8:13). Surely Simon became a Christian if anyone in Samaria did. The Bible plainly says that
he "believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued
_:with Philip." Men who believe the doctrine of eternal security,
~nee in grace always in grace, or once saved always saved
,:cannot harmonize their belief with New Testament teaching •
. simon desired to obtain: the power of imparting the· Holy
;Spirit through the laying on of hands, but such a thought was
a wicked thought. The apostle said: "Repent therefore of
this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of
•thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou
art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. Then
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,answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that
none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me"
(Acts 8:22-24). This man had an evil thought after he was
,baptized. His evil or wicked thought needed to be forgiven,
or the punishment was to come upon him. This man was not
1commanded to be baptized anew or baptized a ~econd time in
~rder to obtain forgiveness because he had been baptized before
·this occurred. He was to repent and pray for forgiveness.
Every erring child of God is taught to repent and pray for the
;forgiveness of his mistakes along the way of life (Jas. 5:16).
· It is Jesus who says: "If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Mt.
16:24). In confessing and following Christ, we are taught
"Be ye all likeminded, compassionate, loving as brethren, tenderhearted, humble-minded : not rendering evil for evil, or reviling for reviling; but contrariwise blessing;' for hereunto were
ye called, that ye should inherit a blessing. For he that would
love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from
evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: And let him tum
away from evil, and do good; Let him seek peace, and pursue
Jt. For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his
~ars unto their supplication: But the face of the Lord js upoill
them them that do evil' (1 Pet. 3:8-12).
The apostle asked, "For what glory is it, if when ye sin,
and are buffeted for it, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye shall take it patiently, this
is acceptable with God. For hereunto were ye called: because
Christ also suffered for you leaving you an example, that ye
should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth" (1 Pet. 2:20-22). This pass·a ge affirms
that one is not to glory in being buffeted for sin. It shows
that suffering for wrong doing or for sinning is of no value
in the sight of God. The passage goes on to say, "But if,
when ye do well, a;nd suffer for it, ye .shall take it patiently,
this is acceptable with God." Following Christ in living a
Christ like life is the thing that pleases God. Christ lived in
such a way as to be pleasing unto to God and by so doing left
us an example, "that we should follow his .steps." Everyone
~eeking to follow Christ should keep in mind that "Christ did
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth."
Paul said to Titus: "But speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine: That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate,
sound in faith, in charity, in patience. The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false
accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; that
they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers
at home, good obedient to their own husbands, and young men
are in all things to shew themselves a pattern of good works"
(Titus 2:1-8).
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sceres of villages and many thousands of people were protected by three dikes. These dikes were trustingly named
by the Hollanders, "Wakker" (meaning awake). This dike
stood against the sea as first protection; the second they
named "Dromer" (meaning dreamer). This was in case the
first dike should break); the third, as sure protection, was
named "Slaper" (sleeper). The safety or' the people depended upon th.ose three dikes, the Watcher, the Dreamer,
and the Sleeper.
But that night what was considered as a "one-in-a-million"
chance happened. Just as the North Sea moved into what
the Hollanders call the "Springtij" (spring flood stage),
the water, already lying high against the dikes, :was lashed
to a raging fury by the winds of hurricane force. The dikes,
taking a terrible pounding from this double menace of high
tide and storm, began to crumple! First, the Watcher, then
the DTeamer, and finally the Sleeper, gave way. In some
villages walls of water eighteen feet high swept down upon
the now helpless people. In other villages, it crept slowly,
but agonizingly higher and higher, until the people were
forced first to attics, then to housetops, others to the tree
tops, where many of them stayed for three days or more.
Within just a very few hours, tens of thousands of people
were completely cut off from escape to higher grou~d, isolated in places where their very lives were in danger, not
only from the rising water, but from the freezing weather
that followed immediately after the storm.
Sunday, February 1, National Emergency!
By Sunday ·morning, February 1, the news of the disaster
had spread over all The Netherlands,. and a state of national
emergen~y was declared by the government. The thoughts
of the people undoubtedly followed the history of the country
back to 1421 when the dikes broke and 100,000 lives were
lost. The courage now, with which the Hollanders have
gone about relieving the suffering of their fellowmen and
the repairing of dikes, during the last eight days, typifies
the courage that has enabled them and tl).eir forefathers to
fight off the sea for centuries. Their courage is now much
strengthened, because working side by side with them are
friends from France, Belgium, America, Germany, and many
other countries.
Who Can Estimate 1the Damage?

Men Against the Sea

It is hardly possible to estimate the material damage .that
the flood has caused. Land won from the sea by hard work
over many years, land that had at last been made productive, that had finally been stocked with all kinds of livestock-has now in a 24-hour period-been reclaimed by the
sea! And with it, it took the productivity of the soil, the
livestock, and many of the people who had worked to build
the land. One-sixth of the total area of this little country has
been inundated by salt water. Even after the dikes have
been rebuilt, it will take years to recondition the land for
good !arming. And then, there is the greatest loss of allsome 1400 men, women, and children have lost their lives!

A terrible catastrophe of which you have all heard has
shaken the Netherlands. Heartbreakingly, the story of the
magni!icent struggle of the Dutch people against the sea
is not always a story bf victory. Sometimes the sea gets
the upper hand, and when it does, the story that follows is
always one of untold sorrow.

Members of the Church Sate
The Payne and Richardson families live in Haarlem. My
w.ffe and I live in Bilthoven, two miles from Utrecht. The
damaged and flooded areas is some 60 or 70 miles from
both places. None of the other members of the church live
in the danger area.

Trltb~Y in the Psovince Zeeland
In the province Zeeland (made up of a number of small
islands in Southwest Holland in the vicinity of Rotterdam),
many people went to their beds on Saturday night, January
31, never to rise again. A wind that had begun softly to
sway the tree tops on the previous Tuesday, gradually increased in might until by s ·a turday night it had re~ched its
peak, a hurricane force. Most of the little islands with their

Yes, You Can Help!
Financial help is by far the most appropriate. More than
enough. used clothing, so badly needed the first few days.
was given by the Hollanders themselves, and also by people
of other countries. But the sufferers have lost everYthing!
They must 11tart from "scratch" now. But remember, brethren, in Holland your dollars is f3 .80 (Dutch guilders). Every
si·n gle thing that these unfortunates must have can be bought
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Page Four

FIRM

FOUNDATION

in Holland , and with the advantage of exchange it can be
bought cheaper than you can buy it there.
Is that true
of clothing? Yes! Furniture? Yes! Food? Yes! A.n d what
they buy her<3 will be more suitable for this country and
climate, and it will be what they actually must have!
You brethren will utlderstand that explanation, we know,
and ther efor e, if you wish to help directly in this time of
crisis among these people, we , suggest that you make it financial help. Contributions may l>e sent to Brother Payne or
Richardson, Spruitenboschstr. 9, Haarlem, and to me, Prins
Hendriklaan 7 2, Bilthoven. Mark your contributions for
this purpose as "emergency funds for disaster." We will see
that your money helps some individual, or individual family,
and perhaps in this way, through your generosity, some soul
may be led to Christ.
There Are Other Broken Dikes
Now let me tell you of some other dikes that need working on her e in Holland. These are the dikes of Faith and
Obedience , concerning God's word. These dikes have grown
very weak and have broken before the w inds and waves
of indifference, skepticism, worldliness, modernism, and denominationalism. Because of these broken d~k es , millions of
souls have been swept out into eternity-lost, without hope.
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Those dikes are still broken and just one thing can rebuild them: the pure and simple gospel of Jesus Christ. We
hope to do a lot of rebuilding this year, 1953. We are going
to need your h elp to do it, your help in prayers and finances!
But we believe that we can count on you.
Evacuees in Services
Last Sunday, February 8, we were happy· to have six adults
and three children, evacuees fr 6m the flooded area, in our
services. This made the total attendance 24, a new record.
The previous record was 23 on December 14,· 1952. Our average attendance for the Sunday morning service since our
beginning of full-time work is 18.9, and with the coming of
spring we hope to see this average increase. Pray with us,
brethren, that the church may spread here in Holland.
Notice: This message is from the elders of the Central
Church of Christ in Victoria, Texas.
The chur ch here is making a financial contribution to the
"emergency fund for disaster." If you desire, you may send
your contributions to the Central Church of Christ, located
at 907 N. Cameron Street, Victoria, Teldis, and they will
be forwarded to Holland.-The elders, N. W. CRISP, D. W.
PONTON.

The Work At Arcadia, California

Above you have a very good view of the house of wo.rship
at Arcadia. When we came here the first of November,
19 50, they had been worshipping in this building for only
a short time-the · pews had not been fastened down, no
carpet strips for the aisles , classrooms not provided for,
the gro.uJ;Jds not well kept, and a general cleaning up around
the building sorely needed. What they some.times call the
dedication day ' came a Lord's day or two after we got here,
at which time Joe W. White and Claude Lauraine, two who
had much to do in getting this work started, were present,
with their wives. Brother White deliv..ered the address, and a
very fine sermon it was, suggesting that we had just entered
the land and it now remains to be taken. Today, January
21, 1953 , with a few more things that have to be done, we
feel that we are making some prog ress, but the carpeting
has to be put down yet, and several other unfinished thin gs
to be attended to. The collections and attendance have almost
doubled. We thank God and have our hearts set on going
onward and upward .
Why 'Ve Are Here
Tiie exact date I cannot now give, more than saying that
years ago two of what I shall call my "Atlanta boys," with

their w ives, came here and joined my old fri end, Esty Turner
and his wife l1{ith a few other faithful souls in launching
out for Christ and the salvation of souls. Brother White for
three years helped me during the summer with the Atlanta
work while he was in the Nashville Bible School, during
the days of the lamented H. Leo Boles; and he found him
a wife in the person of Dura Bell Stroud, niece of one of
our elders. They were united by me in holy wedlock in
Brother Stroud's home and lived for a while in Georgia.
Claude Lauraine, a Georgia boy, was married to Lucile Harwell in~ the Harwell home. They came to this state and were
together in this work . In addition to this, Brother and Sister
Harwell spent a winter or two here and helped with the work.
The Harwells were charter members o·f the work in Atlanta,
and Brother Harwell was ·not only an elder but treasurer
until failing health demanded that he turn the treasury into
other hands. While Sister Harwell was here she .started what
th ey called, "The Friendship Club," which club continues
here in her m emory. Such a club had its beginning among
" th e women of the West End church in Atlanta. An who
were here when this dub was started remember this good
woman with d€ep appreciation for her love for the cause
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of Christ. James Harwell, another one I love to speak of as ,
"One of my' boys" spent some time here as m inister. We
would love t o name every pr eacher, every soul who has contributed to this work, but space forbids this. I am here because my boys preceded m e, and came with the distinct
und erstandin g that I was coming just to preach on Lord 's
days, etc., and not get tied up again in local church work.
I had spent fourteen years with the West End Avenue congregation in Atlanta, starting with only twenty-five members and left Atlanta with three going congregations and
ten others established at other places. Then some two years
at Sichel Street church in Los Ange les, from which the
Central church was established and the Japanese congregation, too. Then to Russell Street where we lived for twentyeight years and seven months. I stayed with that work until
it sent me to the hospital to die, but God brought me out
of it all. But know this : These people are good to me, restraining me f r om do ing anything except th e few things that
I can do better than others. They even furnished a driver
to take me places. But the work was so much ne eded that
I lost my head and dived into it and had to go back to th e
h.o spital, which undoubtedly was providential; for certain it
is, I have come to know how to eat to liv~really not eat
for any other purpose, and I now believe I will see my one
hundredth birthday. For I have never felt better in all my
life. The only work I now do is to preach Sunday morning
and night, if I feel like it, and take care of my Bible classes,
along with Sister Ralph Chase, one of the best teachers I
have ever known. Just a few words about this work, and I
Close this bit of history.
An Interesting Story
One who claims to be a "free lancer"; that is, he repre. sents .no organized religious group, found a vacant lot and
undertook to construct a small building on it and get together the children of the community in a Sunday school.
Only a few of the people in the immediate vicinity fell in
with it at first , but it had some growth. Two families, who
are now with us, fell in and did a g reat deal in helping
financially and with r eal hard work. But some scruples came
to their minds about some of the things this minister did,
so they pulled out. One of these families organized a Bible
class in their home , and, fortunately , called our Sister Chase
to teach it. One night after attending prayer meeting, I was
called out of bed to meet Sister Chase with six members of
the class to be baptized. This I did, h aving there two of our
elders and their wives. Brother Chase did the baptizing.
While he was ba ptizing the women, one of the husbands
who came wit h th em said to me: "Brother Hall, I was baptized when quite young in the Christian church and I want
to be baptized ." I at once asked him the question: "Do you
believe with your w h ole heart that Christ is God's Son?"
His a n swer was: "I most assuredly do." Then I said: "Please
go t o the men's dressing room and pr epare for baptism ." We
keep our dressing rooms with a supply of ch a ng es, both for
men and women for most any number that want to be baptized. Brother Chase was almost through with the women
by the time he made th e necessary changes , and baptized
him. There are other things that should . be told in connection with t his baptizing, but space forbids. Suffice it to say
th at the influence of this class had so permeated the members of this little church-a number baptized being t eachers
- that some seven or eight others wanted to be immersed,
so the preacher hurried them off to Pasadena and there immersed them. B ut a number of these have come to us-all
with but one or two exceptions-and they were baptized "for
the remission of their sins." For certain it is that anyone
who is converted under th-e teaching of Sister Chase is baptized "for the remission of s ins." The husbands of these
women were turned over to me and we have baptized practically all of th em. The two good people who organized the

Page Five

class for t he women got busy and organized ·a class of men
for me to teach on Tuesday nights. As stated , a number of
these men have been baptized, and just last Lord's day, January 18th, I baptized one of the · men, with his wife, into
Christ.
But th er e is another inte·r esting story. One Lo rd 's day,
I did my best to drive home that any wife wh<Jse husband
is not a member or husband whose wife is not a member,
and does not prayerfully work and pray for their conversion
is not just what Christ wants them to be. I drove it home t<>
fathers and mothers who strive so hard to educate and prepare their sons and daughters to go out and make money
and fail to make just as earnest effort-which effot-t should
be greater-to prepare their sons and daughters for eternity,
co uld not be called a true father and mothe r. The next
Lord's day, the head of the second family to which reference
has already been made, came to me and s a id: "BrotheT Hall,
your sermon last Lord's day so stirred me that my wife and
I have gotten all of our relatives to j oin u s in a Bible class
in our home and we have called on Sister Chase to teach
it." T hink of the joy that came to my heart when, while unable to go to the baptizing, they informed me that they w~re
assembling at the church house to baptize seven from this
class and one other from a class Sister Chase was teaching
in her own hom e, a nd five of the number baptized were son
and wife, sister an d husband, etc., relatives of these two
godly souls.
Nothing has so electrified our work as this. I have about
thirty in one of my classes and fifteen fine men in another
class in the home where this class work began. Sister Chase
teaches from four to five classes each week-one of which
is about 25 miles fr om Arcadia, and other classes are called
for. Another brother and his wife t(){)k Scripture Studies,
Volume 1, an d went to a home and ·studied it through, and
all of that family were baptized-father, mother, and daughter, and they have another family about ready for baptism.
Perhaps it should be said that when we came to Califo rnia, we rented a house just across the street from Pepperdine College and I was with Brother Nagai ·and Ishiguro
on Wednesday nights with the Japanese bre~hr en and drove
out to Arcadia for the .. Lord's day morning and evening services. But this seemed to be a little too heavy for me, so we
moved to Arcadia in the fall of 1951. I taught for two hours
each week there until the Lord knocked me down again and,
in this way said slow up. So that work had be-en dropped and
my time is d evoted now to preaching twice on Lord's days
and helping with the class work. This work r·e minds me so·
much of the way I got the Atlanta work to gro wing so well
as the work at Sichel Street, abo ut which w ork I will give,
in more detail in the "Story Of A Life or Compound Interest
in Religion," the manuscript fo r which book Brother John
Allen 'H udson has been waiting more than two years. I began the story on New Year's Day and shortly after observing
my seventy-fifth birthday. I a m hoping to have it completed
before this year ends, the Lord willing.
In closing, may I ask our friends, everywhere this is r ead,
to pray for continued strength that I may a:ccomplish what
is so dear to my h eart. To say that I have a joy that is unspeakable ( 1 Peter 1: 8), and a peace that goes beyond un·
derstanding, expresses it mildly.-S . H. HALL.
NEW TESTAMENTS AND BffiLES
If yon are interested in buying Bibles and Testaments
that are suitable for use in your church building, remembtr.
we have them for iirunediate shipment: Bold type New Tes·
taments
x4 y.; x6 y.;, 2-colored heavy tag covers. Prices: 50
copies, $5.00; 100 copies, $10.00. Please observe these prices
and the quantities. As packed and handled the b(){)ks are
not offered a.t these prices on smaller quantities.
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Studies In Galatians (No. 3)
R. C. Bell
After at least one return visit to the congregations he had
f ounded in Galatia during his first visit to that district: Paul,
busily evangelizing other places, heard that Judaizing wolves,
;piously alleging that they were better informed than\ Paul,
were working havoc in the Galatian churches.
' These designing, false men, "wiser for their own generation than the sons of light," could make out a reasonable case
against Paul before the facile Galatians. There is ample evidence in Galatians and the Corinthian letters to show that their
chief line of attack was that Paul was only an upstart, i·n!erior
apostle, independent of and out of fellowship with the real,
original · apostles; and that he kept his disciples subordinate
to other Christians by withholding from them truth essential to
their full development. (Imagine how the proud, hot-headed
Galatians would boil at that!)
The diabolic cleverness of these "deceitful workers" is beJ;ler understood when ·it is remembered th~t ministers of the old
'serpent, who "beguiled Eve in his craftiness" ( 2 Cor. 11:3)
by persuading her that God was withholding good from her,
"also fashion themselves as ministers of righteousness" ( 2 Cor.
11:14) in Corinth, Galatia, Moscow, Rome or Washington to
serve the fiendish ends of their demonic master. To overthrow
the souls of men, the ministers of the Devil have never needed
better strategy than the Father of lies used in Eden.
Paul Explains
The small amount of truth in the lying accusations of Paul's
detractors made these slanders all the more formidable. By
giving the truth that Paul was independent of the real apostle's
a fata). twist, they had something so plausible, a·nd yet so false,
that it could be used against him with deadly effect. At the
saine time, however it furnished skillful Paul a good occasion
to set all fairminded men rjght on a vital matter.
· Paul's explanation is the boldest and fullest statement of his
apostolic commission. He concedes, as charged, that he saw
none of the apostles before he began preachi·ng, and tells why:
"For I made known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel
which was preached by: me, that it was not after men, nor
was I taught it, but it came to me through revelation of Jesus
Christ." ·Paul here reminds the Galatians that the gospel
which they heard from . him was not of human origin; nor did
he acquire it by the customary educational methods of men;
but it came to him ·directly from the risen, living, reigning
Lord in heaven. Hence, the conclusion that in apostolic knowledge and authority, he, at least, could not be ('a whit behind
the very chiefest apostles" (2 Cor. 11:5) follows inevitably.
In the next five verses, to support this affirmation of divine
instruction and ordination, Paul shows that he could not have
learned of Christ, either before or after his conversion, in an
ordinary way. Befor~, with characteristic energy and zeal
he so persecuted "beyond measure . . . . the church of God"
that no Christian could have even thought of trying to win him.
After, instead of going "up to J erusalem to them that were
apostles before" him to confer with "flesh and blood," he
"went away into Arabia."
Paul in Arabia
Christ said to Paul: "For to this end h ave I appeared unto
thee, to appoint thee a minister and a witness both of the
things wherein thou hast seen me, and of the things wherein I
will appear unto thee" (Acts 2 6: 16). Thus, did Christ pledge
himself to be Paul's fut ure teacher. Following this initial
appearance, five more appearances, selecting fields of labor,
enGouraging in prison, sustaining in shipwreck, and revealing
the future, are recorded in the books of Acts. Furthermore,
Paul to prove to the Corinthians that his apostleship was
bona fides speaks of "visions and revelations of the Lord,"
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'a nd mentions one very special occasion when he was "caught
:UP into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words" (2 Cor. 12:
1-4). Now, we know how .Paul learned "the deep things of
God" which caused Peter to write: Paul also, according to the
jwisdom given to him, wrote . . . some things hard to be
:Understood" (2 Peter 3:15, 16).
According to Galatians, part of the three years that elapsed
between Paul's conversion and his seeing Peter, Paul spent in
Damascus, and the remainder in Arabia. His reason for going
to Arabia may be ascertained, I think, with reasonable certainty from the first chapter of Galatians.
1 Probably the life of no man has ever been so wrecked and
so rebuilt as Paul's. Skeptics have always failed as miserably to account for his revolutionized life as for Christ's resurrection. No horizontal line of natural cause and effect can
explain it, for it was caused by an original act of supernatural grace, coming down from God.. Much vital Christian
truth flashed into Paul's mind at the time of his conversion:
· the despised Nazarene was the Messiah; he had arisen from
the dead, and was even now speaking to him from heaven.
Dying Stephen had talked with him. Consequently, Paul's life,
which he had so laboriously built up to lofty eminence, lay in
ashes. Crushing guilt and terror fell upon his soul as he
\recalled his contempt for Christ and the innocent men and
women he had tortured. To learned, successful, proud Paul,
Damascus was the loss of everything. All he had prized in
;[ife suddenly became mere refuse.
But Paul had more to learn and to suffer. God's schooling
!fol' his "chosen vessels" includes solitude as attested by Moses
in Midian, the Baptist in the wilderness, and John on Patmos.
Even so, Paul needed time and quiet for soul work. "The nurse
of full-grown souls· is solitude." Could there be a fitter place
than lonely Arabia and Sinai 'where fasting Moses received
the law ami despairing Elijah heard "a still small voice" that
made him feel still smaller? Surely, some of Paul's "visions
and revelations" came to him in Arabia. To help him understand the Old Testament, the letter of which he had masiered
without getting a taste of its spirit, woul.d not the . Lord from
heaven commune with him and aid him, as he on earth before
his death communed with and aided the other apostles? The
Bible would soon become to Paul another book, From every
:page new meanings would leap out at him. Must it not have
amazed him exceedingly to realize that he so grossly, and for
so long, had missed it all?
If you have m~t secured your copy of the new edition
of the Revised Standard Version of the 'Bible, we are now
in position to fill all orders. - Buckram binding, $'6.00;
Leather binding, $10.00.

Box 77

FIRM ,FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas

READY FOR MAILING .•

"THINGS T0 C0 NSIDER"
This new book must be seen to be fully appreciated. Every chapfer is filled with the richest gems of thought on spiritual things.
It is a veritable treasure house of inspirational matter on the great
th emes f the Bible. Every subject considered is presented in
simplicity, clearness and power. One is impressed ti>at LOVE for
lost souls is the controlling purpose of the writer. The opprocKh
on all the great subjects considered is one of kindness, sympathy
and a desire to help.

Price: $3.50
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. BOX 77

AUSTIN 61, TEXAS
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible SayJ
A Declaration of Independence 1900 Years Ago!
We are all familiar with the declaration of independem:e of
1776, but many are unaware that 1900 years ago the apostles
declared the independence of every Christian from the law of
Moses!
Continuing our study of the history of the early church in
Acts, chapter 15, we find that some of the Jews wanted to .force
the Gentile converts to be circumcised "after the manner of
Moses." Actually this rite was a symbol of the whole law of
Moses which these Jewish Christians wanted to bind upon all
Qhristians. Peter expressed the will of the apostles when he
rose and said: "Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a
yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers
nor we were able to bear?" (Acts 15:10). James agreed with
this and ordered a letter written to the Gentiles in Antioch
commanding them to abstain from "pollutions of idols, and
from fornication, and from things strangled, and fr<J.m blood."
These were all practices of the pagans around them. This
meant that the Christians were no longer to be troubled about
keeping the law of Moses concerning the sabbath, or circumcision or any other provisions of it, but were to keep the law
of Christ.
1t is easy to understand how the devout Jews had a hard
time giving up the law of Moses. Paul devotes many paragraphs
to answering the arguments of the Judaizing teachers who
would make· Christianity just an appendix to the Jewish faith.
The strange thing is th3,t even today many sincere believers
in Christ want to bind the yoke of Moses upon Christians in
the keepi.ng of the Sabbath, tithing as a legal requirement,
and other ordinances. Paul clearly taught that Jesus nailed the
law to the cross, "blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it o.ut
of the way, nailing it to his cross ..." (Col. 2:14). The law was
our schoolmaster, or tutor, to bring us to Christ our Teacher,
but "after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster" (Gal. 3:24).
But some other sincere believers have ,go.ne to the other extreme and have taken the position that followers of Christ are
under no law at ail. The Scriptures plainly teach that although
we are not under the law of Moses, we are under. the law of
Christ! "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law
of Christ" (Gal. 6:2). Jesus' law is light compared with the
law of Moses, but it must be obeyed. He said: "If ye love me
ye will keey my commandments." The best in the moral principles of Moses' law are included m Jesus' law. James said:
"But whoso looketh into the perfect Jaw of liberty and con~nueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of
the work (doer that worketh), this man shall be blessed in
his deed." So let us have "faith which works by love" in
Christ!
I VISITED TURLEY

Hugh McCord
Some five years ago I first visited the Turley Children's
Home, and I have since told others of it publicly and privately, and I have thanked God for giving such unselfish
principles into the hearts of Tulsa Christians as to cause
this work of faith and labor of love to be built. And God
is not unrighteous to forget this noble endeavor which saints
have shown toward his name, in that they have ministered
to little ones, and do minister. Neither have the brethren
forgotten, for gifts from near and far have come to bless
and to encourage. And outsiders, on whom some ChristianitY.
has "run," have helped helpless ones.

The elders of the Main Street church in Tulsa have the
oversight of Turley. Other congregations and individuals send
money to the Main Street elders. It takes much to feed -and
clothe 2 2 boys and 15 girls. It is not that Main Street elders
have a work too big for themselves and then "saddle" it off
on the churches, saying, "It's your baby." Neither do the
other contributing congregations and individuals surrender
their independence, nor say they have done their duty, when
they send checks. It is only that the Main Street church is
doing what it can, and if others want to cooperate they are
welcome, and more good is done.
I wish I could say I have always taught only the truth,
but I cannot. I have been wrong and I covet the help of
the brethren in keeping me stra.ight. As I re-study priyate
organizations (whether Bible colleges or orphanages) I do
not find precept or example or necessary inference for their
support from the church treasury. That they have a right to
exist I affirm, but let their support be from private sources.
Of course Bible colleges cannot be put under elderships, since
their field of work goes beyond the pattern laid down for
God's churches. But the work of remembering the poor· is
within the divine pattern, and thus may scripturally be pursued by the churches. Why then cannot all the orphanages
be placed under elderships and let the local elders be the
trustees for each home? Such certainly cannot be questioned,
and would bring harmony.
PEPPERDINE COLLEGE LECTURESHIP
ANNOUNCED FOR MARCH 16-20
Joseph Welles White
The 11th annual lectureship of George Pepperdine College
will be held em the college campus March 16-20. The theme
of the lectureship is "Christianity and the Ethical Foundations
of Our Society."
After a careful consideration, the date of the lectureship for
1953 will b eseveral weeks later than formerly. We have made
this change for two reasons:
First it will come at' a more advantageous time for the faculty and the students of the college. The new date will not
be near either the beginning of the term, as formerly, or near
any examination period. The second reason is that most of
the college lectureships are very close to one another in time,
which makes it difficult for brethren at a distance to attend
two or more lectureships if they desire to do so.
Our chief speaker for this year will be Brother Burton Coffman, Washington, D. C. As has been our custom, he will speak
at the fiv e night sessions. His specific subjects will be: "Christianity and Democracy," "Christianity and Human Brotherhood," "Christianity and Capitalism," "Christianity! and Peace,"
and "Christianity and the Church." He will also teach a class
at afternoon sessions. This course may be taken for college
credit, if desired.
This year our daily sessions will feature a practical work.s:hip which will deal with methods and techniques useful in
local church activities. Such matters of interest as the use of
record0rs, church bulletins, educational materials and the like
will be treated. The discussions will be l ed by brethren who
have done an outstanding work- in the respective al'eas. Not
the least inte~egting f eatures will consist of demonstrations
of r ecorders, mimeograph machines, etc.
As in previous years, we wil:l provide lodging for those who
come from a distance. Those who desire a printed program or
further information may address me at George Pepperdine
College, 1121 W. 79th Street, Los Angeles 44, California. We
extend a cordial invitation to all to be with us during the week
of March 16-20.
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Casilla de Correo 185
Montevideo, Uruguay
Feb. 11, 1953

A NEW. CHURCH HYMNAL
The Firm Foundation Publishing House is bringing out in the near future a new hymn book which
is an answer to a strong demand for a book that
will not only centinue the publication of a careful
selection of the great songs that will never die, but
include a large number of recent compositions by
late writers and present writers. We are going to
have quite a number of songs that have never before
been printed and plates are being made already. These
new songs will represent the work of several of our
young singers who have become noticeable not only
as song leaders but as composers. And here is a special request: We are asking that all of our song
leaders write us giving a few of their choices of
songs that they think should go in the book. This
applies also to any others who would like to see in
the new book their favorite hymns. But please write
us early; the' work of compilation is going right forward and we are hoping to be able in a short time
to announce actual date of publication. The committee having the work in charge will welcome mention
of your favorite song, and you will be glad to see it
in your book.

HOPEFUL PROSPECTS IN SOUTH AMERICA
Many of our readers are under the impression that
not only Mexico and all of Central America, but all
of the vast expanse of South America is wholly given
to Catholicism. It is true that in most of these states
the Catholic religion predominates, and has control
of political affairs to such an extent that little and
sometimes no progress is being made to restore the
teaching of the New Testament, and even the protestant denominations are making little headway toward
establishing their churches and schools. Brother D.
H. Hadwin is now getting settled down to his work
in Uruguay and gives a good report of conditions and
of the prospects for the future. There is little doubt
that the cause of Christ will go forward in a good
way if several families will be found willing to go
to that field to join Brother Hadwin and his group
in a persistent effort to preach the gospel and establish the church. Our readers will be interested in the
following report just received from Brother Hadwin.
We shall endeavor to keep our friends posted as to
·the needs and the progress of this work in a new and
promising field. It offers opportunity f0r young
preachers and for churches that are in position to do
more than they are now doing in the work of the
Lord.

FIRM FOUNDATION
Box 77
Austin 61, Texas, U.S.A.
Dear Brethren: We arrived here December 13 after
being 30 days on the water-a very pleasant and interesting trip. We should have let you know through
the paper about our arrival here long before this,
but there has been too much to do in getting settled
in a strange land. We did not get our typewriters out
of customs for nearly six weeks, so that put a damper
on the writing business. We do not have our portable
radio yet.
After staying in a hotel, we were able to find a
suitable house (it is really a ground floor apartment)
in a good location, and move into it January 3. It is
practically impossible to rent furnished houses or
apartments here, so we have had to bu.y furniture.
We have a six-room house. The dining room and living room have a large opening between them, and are
big enough to accommodate a small group for services. We are within two blocks of bus lines to all
parts of the city. Bus fare is only three cents, and
the service is good.
We are very well pleased with Montevideo. It is a
beautiful, very modern city, all buildings of fireproof construction. The people here look very much
like the people in a large city in the U.S.A. In fact,
Uruguay is a melting pot of the world, very much
like our own country. The people are friendly, and
they have a warm feeling for the U.S.A. Perhaps our
biggest problem will be their general indifference toward religion. Catholicism is not much of a problem
here, compared to other South American countries.
We were just reading after a Catholic writer, and he·
was bemoaning the fact that the Catholics are in the
minority and are diminishing. A Methodist preacher
who has been here 30 years tells us that perhaps 60
percent of the people have been "baptized" as Catholics, half of these may attend church once or twice
a year, and only -about 10 percent are faithful.
Floyd Decker's brother and family have been very
friendly and helpful to us. Mr. Decker has lived here
for some 30 years, and is well known and respected
throughout the city. He is a rancher, and has served
in the American Embassy.
/

We have recently placed advertisQments with the
English lang uage newspapers to see if we can contact any members of the church who may be living
here, but as yet vv:e have received no replies. We will
try the Spanish papers later. If you know of any
members of the church living here in Montevideo,
please write us, giving us their names and addresses.
We live at Charrua 2636, but please mail your letters
to our post office box as follows: Casilla de Correo
185, Montevideo, Uruguay. Please send all letters by
air mail, which is ten cents from the U.S.A.
Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of
the Lord may run and be glorified, even as also it
is with you.-Faithfully yours, D. H. HADWIN.
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Help In Time of Need

Montgomery Bible College-Adieu

Harry E. Payne

(The following is a copy of a speech which was delivered
by Vice-President Johnson at a special ceremony at which
time the name of Montgomery Bible College was changed
to Alabama Christian College.-Rex A. Turner).

The Christians in Holland have had opportunity to demonstrate their faith by their works this week-end (January
31 through February 2). As you have in all probability
already read in the newspapers, there has been a state of
distress and dire emergency along the coasts of Western
Europe and of England, due to terrific westerly and northwesterly winds. The seas have been unusually high and the
tides at a record for this century. Much of the island province
of Zeeland (southernmost coastal province of the Netherlands)
is covered with water ... and, of course, many thousands of
people are stranded and homeless. The d eath toll, at present
count, numbers around 400. (Now it numbers almost 1500
-J. W.)

With the cries of distress and the pressing need for help
to rescue stranded and unfortunate, every possible agency
has been called on to assist in the evacuation and care of
these homeless people. In the midst of it all the church of
our Lord here, though small in number and severely restricted in means, has been able to lend a hand. We had
some clothing left over, in the storeroom at our building in
Amsterdam. This was immediately given (on Sunday, February 1) after the flood emergency on Saturday night. Some
quilts, which had been donated by various ladies' classes
of chur-ches in the U.S.A., are being given to the needy. Food
packages will be offered as needed. Also we at Haarlem and
Amsterdam are making it known to the city authorities in
our respective cities that our church buildings will be available to care for some of t~e evacuees. And with this werk
of our hands and hearts go also our fervent prayers that
the many others who yet remain in danger may be rescued
and helped.
We cannot now tell j_ust what will be the outcome of this
tragic situation. But we hope that the Lord will also use
us all to his glory in our preferred help. We are deeply
thankful that God has preserved all of us (the Richardson,
Adams, Payne, and Bakvis families . . . and, as far as we
know, all members of our three congregations) from harm,
and that we are in a state to help in this time of need. We
are thankful too, to you brethren there in the states who
regularly help us in this mission field, through your monetary contributions and through your prayers and other means
of assistance. Our quilt supply and stock of warm clothing
is exhausted. Also our funds for benevolent work are far too
short. We shall appreciate any assistance you can lend to
help out in this time of need.
(Note: The abeve was written by Brother Payne on February 2, and naturally doesn't tell the whole story. Since it
was written there have been additional storms, and many
thousands more have been made homeless. The death toll
now stands at about 1500 and is expected to rise above the
2,000 mark. Let us as Christians come to the aid of these
stricken people, and hold up the hands of these our brethren in the work they are trying to do. The more we contribute now, the more opportunity they will have to preach
the gospel to these people after the catastrophe is over.
Surely if these our brethren are willing to make the sacrifices
that they will have to make to care for these people in
their own homes, then we ought to qe willing to give them
the financial assistance that they so desperately need to
carry on. Please urge the congregation where you worship
to make a special contribution to this work.-JIMMY WOOD)
Contributions may be sent to the Northside Church of
Christ, Box 443, Odessa, Texas, and will be forwarded immediately to · our brethren in Holland.
Spruitenboschstraat 9, Haarlem, Netherlands.

Mr. Turner, distinguished guests, and students.
This is the last time I shall ever address you concerning the
history of Montgomery Bible College as a living entity. Within
the hour the name Montgomery Bible College shall begin to
fade from the memories of men and shall take its place among
the names and things which have served well their purpose,
but which time and circumstances forced to give way to the
march of progress.
The history of Montgomery Bible College has been that of
constant struggle, hard work, and steady growth. Nothing
spectacular or phenomenal has been accomplished. We are a
small school and have but little that. strikes the eye, but we
have been smaller and have had less. What has been achieved
is the result of the labors of a sacrificing corps of teachers,
a faithful board of trustees, a loyal group of students, and
the kind providence of our gracious' God.
Montgomery Bible College is the partial fulfillment of a
dream-a dream I first mentioned to John L. McDonald, who
has from the -beginning been a member of our board-a dream
which has taken shape in the form of grounds and buildings
, and equipment and hearts and consciences of young men and
women-a- dream which can find its remotest realization only
in the aeons of eternity.
Montgomery Bible College was first publically .announced
with assets of less than $250. A conservative estimate of the
value of the 27 acres of land and the property upon it today
would exceed $200,000.
Ten and one-half years ago, we had one building--our present home economics building-where were, and this will astound
you, our classrooms, auditorium, offices, and boys' dormitory!
Nine buildings have been added to the original one--three
small teachers' homes, a library building, a boys' dormitory,
a girls' dormitory, a dining hall and the building where we
are now. Most of the work on these buildings has been done
by student labor. Every hour of work put into this particular
building was put here by students. This building is now being
used for classrooms, but was planned for and will later be
converted into a married students' dormitory.
In September, 1942, our students numbered 23. We have enrolled over 350 students this year from 13 states, from California to South Carolina and from Florida to Iowa. Through
our decade of history no college student has been turned away
from our door because of the lack of money.
Our offerings for the first year were senior high school
and one year of college work. By popular demand we have
continued to increase our offerings until now our program includes the six years of accredited junior college work, and a
four-year program of college Bible instruction.
Our greatest asset and our chief pride and joy are our
students who have gone out into the various vocations and
professions of life and have made good, who have established
Christian homes, and who are living examples of the spirit
of Montgomery Bible College.
With the change of name and through the vicissitudes of its
future existence may thls school never lose the spirit and
purpose which prompted its beginning and to which it was
originally dedicated.
Johnson's People's New Testament, 2 vols. __ __ ______ G. OoThe same in lots or six sets ------------------ 30.0(}
Outlines of Bible History by B. S. Dean ------------ 3.~0
Box 77

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas
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Quentin A. Dunn, Box 273, Eldorado, Texas, February 1~: Some work on the floors
in the churc•h building has recently been
completed. We will have a gospel meeting
March 16-22, with Raymond DeSpain o!
Willis G. Jernigan, 140'1 Ash Street, Com- Blanco, T exas, doing the preaching.
We
merce, Texas : The work here continues to are anticipating a great meeting.
prosper. We had another baptism last Sunday.
c. B. Thomas, Corpus Christl, Texas, January 30: We have In the congregation here
James E. Cooper, Route 1, Box 46-B, Val- a young man who is a splendid song direcley Station, Kentucky, February 11: There tor. He would like to spend the time this
have been two baptized, two restored, and summer in that work, either with one con- ,
Anyone Interone to place membership with the Valley gregation or in meetings.
Station church s.lnce my last report. We ested In contacting this young man may
are still meeting In the Valley High School, write to me and I will put him In touc'h
but hope to get our building this summer. with them.

:~I_____F_RO_M__T_HE__HA_R_V_ES_T_F_I_EL_D_____I
G. H. P. Sllo-..·nlter reports two baptisms
.at Bastrop, T exas.
Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, February 11:
One bapti~ed last Lord's day.
The house
was filled at both hours.
238 in classes.
:206 present Wednesday night.
TELEGRAM-Junction, Texas, February 2:
Marshal Davis will conduct meetings at
Tenth $treet Church of Christ, Junction,
Texas, February 15 through 22-W ALTE·R
W. LEAMONS.

Oliver C. Cunningham, 1331 E. 11th St.,
Shawnee, Oklahoma, February 13: "Lately
two , have been baptized and one restored
at East Main. The Lord willing, my work
with th e Willow Street congregation, In
Cookeville, T en nessee, will begin March 1.
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa At this writing, my successor has not been
Drive, San Antoni~, Texas, January 27: One selected.
was baptized and two placed membership
with us during the past week. The West
A. E. Wiekhnm, 210 Hill Street, Roscoe,
Avenue church continues to grow.
Ohio, February 9:
The congregation at
I
East Main Street in Coshocton is moving
Cluls. E. Pnrker, 711- Blackworth, Miami, along well with good Interest.
Yesterday
Oklahoma, January 31: One baptized and I spoke to two splendid audiences and was
four added by transfer of membership dur- greeted by more new faces. L ots of sicking January. We were greatly hindered by ness. Let us all work and pray while It
sickness In the city.
Is day.

Gilbert Allan, Brownwood, Texas, February 15: The work goes along ln 1 a very fine
way here at West Baker. One was restored
and one placed membership today.
When
in Brownwood, come and visit with us.

Ralph R. Givens, 555-12th St., Yuma, Arizona, February 4: Attendance at all services Is good. Many outsiders are listening
to our radio program. A man and his wife
were baptized Sunday morning.
Jei;Jse Lewis, 306 Southeast Monroe, Idabel, Phone 182R : I have finished two years'
work here and desire to make a change.
I am thirty-five, have a wife, and three
children. I have been preaching about eight
years.
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San Antonio, Texas, February 12:
Four responded to the invitation at West
Avenue Sunday. I am to assist the South
Side church In B rownwood in a meeting
March 20-29.
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San Antonio, Texas, February 4: Two
were baptized at the West Avenue church
Sunday. We have made definite plans to
conduct two Sunday morning services, beginning March 1. The congregation is growing much faster than we expected.
ltlalcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Huntington Park, California, February 10: In
the past three weeks three more have been
baptized, one has been restored, and five
have placed their membership with u s. In
the congregation her n ew records continue
to be set.
Paul T. Dunn, 35 Piedmont Avenue,
Charleston, South Carolina, F ebruary 4:
.Another answered the Invitation and was
burled with her Lord In the same hour of
-the night at last Sunday's eve nin g service.
'This makes a total of three baptisms since
-coming here in October. Truly the Lord
·is blessing our efforts.
Barton Dn."Vis, 447 West Ross, Farmington,
New Mexico, February 4: F'ive placed membership here at Northside last Sunday. Two
oth ers have placed membership and one has
be1m baptized since last report. We l ost one
of, our fine elders last week. 'Those who
know E. M. Knox realize our loss with his
moving back to Fort Worth.

Texas H. Stevens, 1815 Melbourne, Dallas,
T exas, January 30: The Lord blesses the
church In the Elmwood section of Dallas
with some Increase a11 along. Three were
baptized Into Christ here this month, though
·the epidemic of sickness reduced crowds
and contributions. We thank God for his
blesslpgs and invite all to visit us when
In Dallas.

Mrs. u. G. Wflkinl!on, Box 192, Comanche, Oklahoma, February 15:
The church
here seems to be gaining In Interest and
moving along In a splendid way.
Brother
G. W . .Allison is 11- wonderful teacher. Many
old timers and Bible scholars call him one
of our best preachers. He does a splendid
work among the people o! the town and
C. W. Scott, 301 N. W. 52nd St., Miami, community. Love and best wishes to the
Florida, January 13: N. B. Hardeman be- Firm Foundation and. Its readers.
gins with us at 7th Avenue for ten nights
'March 1st. We look forward to a good
M. R. PhJlllps, Victoria, Texas, February
meeting and all congregations of this area 11: Th e work of the Lord in Victoria Is
attending. A man and his wife were bap- ·still progressing. We are having responses
tized Sunday night.
Another young man a t almost every service. The two congrewas restored and his mother placed mem- gations her are growing and the work of
bershlp at the morning service.
the Lord here is In the best shape that I
have ever known it to be in.
When in
"\V. H. Price, 235 South H Street, Exeter, VIctoria, visit u s at 907 North Cameron
California, February 11:
Brother J. E. Street, just off the Houston highway, two
Wainwright began the preaching In a meet- bloclts south on North Cameron Street.
Ing with the church In Exeter the 9th to
continue through the 22nd. We are having
Robert Goodman, Box 308, Overton, Texas,
large crowds with Interest running high . January 28:
Since last report two have
The meeting in Selma In which I will do been baptized here. Brother Paul Wallace
the preaching begins the 16th and continues Gladewater, was with us In a m eeti ng, No·to February 25.
vember 24-December 3.
Despite sickness
and dally inclement weather, we had good
Robert A. Bolton, Lometa, T exas, Febru- crowds. The lessons were rich In scrlpturs.l
There were two
ary 6:
With Jay W. Channell planting, truths and application.
Brother Robert Turner,
yours truly watering, and God giving the acknoweldgment.
increase,' two obeyed the gospel and two Prescott, Arizona, will be with us April 15were r esto red In a recent m eeting with 26 in our next meeting.
the 4th and Blackburn church In Brady.
Plan to stop and worship with the Lometa
Durward Boggs, 7825 Hillard, Dallas, Texchurch when traveling through Central Tex- as, February 3: Seven were added to our
a~.
congregation during January by membership
and restoration. c:>ur attendance during the
C. E. ltlcGaughey, 2407 Lincoln, Spring- month was a little below average due to
We have a.
field, Missouri, February 12: Just closed a excess ive amount o! illness.
good meeting a.t Phoenix, Arizona, Eastside meeting March 8-15 with Brother Morris
Th e future looks very
congregation.
Twelve were baptized, five Moore preaching.
were r estored and on e placed membership. promising for the church in this community.
J. D. Rothwell is doing a good work with When In Dallas we would like to have you
that congregation.
Th e coperation fr9m with us at Pleasant Grove Church of Christ .
other congr egations was god.
My next
meeting is at Lamesa, Texas, and then I
H. I. Taylor, Austin, Texas, February 4:
go to Beacon Hill, San Antonio.
The work at Northside progresses in a good
way.
During January six were baptized
Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, February H: and seve n identified themselves with us.
Two baptized and one Identified.
206 at Last Lord's day three placed membership.
prayer meeting Wednesday night.
238 in We ~xpect to begin construction of a new
Bible classes Lord's day, offering near $600. auditorium to seat 900 in the very near
Our Lord's day services are held in the future. The church here supports the dally
high schoo l gymnasium. Workers are build- preaching of the gospel on KTBC-590 KC
ing our new and enlarged church house of -6:45 A.M. We have been on the air daily
Austin cut stone.
It will seat near 600 for nearly two years. The location o! tbe
when finished . It is the second building In building is West 43rd Street and Avenue B.
When In Austin visit with us.
three years. -

'
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IR. P. Drennon, Fort Sumner, New Mexico,
February 6: I am home again after being
in the hospital one month. While I am not
entirely recovered, there is a possibility that
I will pull through. I want to· thank the
brethren and friends for their many cards,
letters, telegrams, flowers, and cash. May
God bless each of you for remembering me.
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NOTICE TO PREACHERS

The elders of the church in C osbyton,
Texas, wish to advise that they have already
selected a local preacher for the work there.
Cline B. Drake, formerly of Lorenzo, Texas,'
moved to Crosbyton January 21- to take up
the work there. The elders appreciate the
interest being shown by the various preachPreston Cothnm, 2000 Oakland Blvd., Fort ers who have written regarding the work.
Worth, Texas, February 12: One was bap----0•---•M INISTER URGENTLY NEEDED
tized • and three refjtored and placed membership at mid-week service last evening.
L. p, Pitts, Ase't Treasurer
Our Bible school is now averaging better
A relatively young congregation In the
than 300 and our contribution about $650.
We now h ave about 375 members. Hulen Carolinas is In immediate need of a gos_pel
This congregatio n is not large,
Jackson of Dallas will do the preaching in minister.
our spring meeting in June. I am to be however, prospects for growth are very
A man interested In rendering a
at McCamey, Texas, the latt er part of March. good.
service in this mission field will find an
Dick Biggs, Cyril, Oklahoma, February 9: energetic, zealous, congregation with which
The work at Fletcher is coming along in a to labor, a new, fully eq uipped church
very fine way. Since my last report three bu!Jding, and a modern minister's home ad·
have been baptized into the Lord. Interest jacent to the church. Write Central Church
and atte ndanc e In the work are good. We of Christ, Box 131, Spartanburg, S. C.
are planning an extensive program of personal work, in which we plan to visit every
Bnsll c. Dorn.n., Ferris, Texas, February
house in the town by the time our meeting
7: The Ferris church begins a radio broadbegins March 16 with Brother Floyd Spivey
cast next Sunday morning, February 15, over
of Colorado City, T exas, doing the preachStation KGKO, at 8:15' o'clock, from Dallas.
Ing.
This station is a new radio voice for this
Bill Tbomp•on, Lufkin, Texas, February area. It operates on an assigned freqaency
9: Friday evening we concluded the best of 1480 kcs, with a power of 1,000 watts, and
meeting that has been' conducted In Lufkin may be heard throughout this area. This
in more than four years that I have been program will be known as "The Gospel in
here. Enthusiasm and attendance were at Song." We would appreciate it if you wlll
an all time high as we heard Merle Bryant, announce this broadcast. LM us have a word
Roy L. Foutz, John ·w. Hedge, H. E. John- as to its reception.
~ton , and Cled E. Wallace preach. Six addiPuul D. Murphy, Box 645, Bastrop, Louisitions at Fourth and Groesbeck yesterday,
three baptized, two by membersh!u, and one ana, February 14: Another good day h ere
Sunday. Two Baptists were baptized; one
re<:la!med.
confessed sins, and one was restored. Last
Robert P. Cooi>er, 2201 Gordon Street, Wednesday night a lady renounced the erHopewell, Virginia, February 4:
A sixty rors of the ChristiaQ. Church and became
year old man ·was baptized here Sunday identified with the true church. That brings
night. He was formerly a member of the to a total of 124 r esponses to the invitation
"Pilgrim Holiness" sect. He had been hear- here during the past ten months. We feel
Ing our dally radio program. This program greatly encouraged. V. E. Howard will be
Is now over a year old. We are receiving with us for a me eting the las.t two weeks
encouraging reports from it. Attendance is of April.
holding up well here In spite of a severe
epidemic of flu and other sickness. When
K. :ttl. Kelly, Box 436, Alice, Texas, Febin this vicinity visit with us. The church ruary 2: Yesterday was a good day fo·r the
meets at 300 West Cawson Street.
church here in Alice. Our attendance and
contribution were at an all time high despite
V. C. Turner, 209 S. W. 3rd, Bethany, Ok- •the loss of seventy who have moved to
lahoma, February 5:
The growth of the other fields. Two have been baptized sevBethany congregation is very encouraging. eral have confessed s in s and seven placed
One hundred and thirty have responded to membership since our last report.
The
the invitation during the past twenty-five church has a good program for the mid-week
months. Our attendance and contributions Bible study, there were 141 present last
are on an increase. Everything points to a week. Brother Guy N. Woods will begin his
continued good work. Our spring meeting P"!-rt of our spring meeting March 26th. We
will be April 6-15 with Brother Sterl A . Wat- Invite all who are in this section to attend
son of St. Louis, Missouri, doing the preach- this gospel meeting.
ing. Visit with us when you are in the
Oklahoma City area.
Mnck Stlrman, Box 346, Duncan, Oklahorna: In !ive consecutive services, beginning
Rufus R. CUfford, Lawr e nc eburg, Tennes- Sunday morning, February 8, there have
see, F ebruary 9: H. A. Dixon, Pr es ident of be en three restor e d and ten baptized at the
Freed-Hardeman College, and Alvand Dun- Eastside congregation in Duncan.
One of
kleberger, Editor of the Nashville Banner, the number was a man eighty-one years of
preached here while I was In a meeting age, an invalid who was immersed while
with the Timb e rland Drive church of Luf- sitt ing in a chair, and was lifted from the
kin, Texas.
Thr ee w ere baptized and one baptistry.
Th e e ntire John Sanner family
placed memb ership.
I had invitations for of five (the younges, age 15) were bapm ee tings this year from both congregations tized last Sunday morning, February 15.
in Lufkin, and I offered to hold both meet- Nothing recently h as brought sucn joy and
ings on the same trip, preaching first for enco uragement to this congregation.
The
the old church, but it was not satisfactory. Eastside congregation has volunteered to
All of the services of the meetings, except contribute $50 per month to the support of
two, were broadcas.t, and many visitors at- Brother L. E. O'Neal, who is returning to
tended as a r es ult. One was baptized here the Philippines. The Westside congregation
while I was away. A. Hugh Clark, of San has assumed the support of the O'Neals, and
Antonio, T exas, will hold our m ee ting her e we are happy a nd proud to have a part
April 5-12.
in this most promising work.
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Tom E. Wallace, P. 0. Box 7, Hobbs, New
Mexico, February 12: This_ Lord's day we
move into our fifteen new classrooms. We
are justifiably proud of them.
We have
composed a new church roster and have
nearly five hundred active members In the
congregation.
Brother Wesley Mickey of
Fort Worth will conduct our meeting In
April. In the past six weeks there have
been eighteen baptisms and ten restorations.
L. E. Garner, 50·8 Green Hill Drive, Benton, Kentucky, February 13: The last Sunday in January brought to a close over two
years of pleasant labor with the church ill
Vinita, Oklahoma. The last night I preached
.t here thre were baptized. We began our
labor with the church in Benton the first
Lord's day In February. One was baptized
last Lord's day. Three of the ·last four per·,sons that I have baptized have come from
the denominations.
When visiting in or
near Benton, worship with us.

C. B. Glm•gow, Box ~06, San Felipe, Texas, February 12:
I have preached three
Sundays at Sealy, Texas, with one middleaged man confessing his sins and restored
to fellowship. We had good crowds and the
finest M: tention.
Brother E. L. Stern, a
good gospel preacher, has b een preaching
for these good people over five years and
they love him and his good wife very much.
If a cngregation within a hundred miles of
Sealy needs and desires Brother Stern's services, write or phone him at Sealy, Texas,
as he is now thinking of making a change.
J. 0 • .Jones, 1014 Berch Street, Little Rock,
Arkansas:
I have begun work with the
Pulaski Heights church In Little Rock after
more than eight years with Normal church
in Memphis.
February 8th completed my
work this this very wonderful church. This
wonderfu l congregation will always be near
and dear to me. Their future is truly bright.
The elder s have asked me to return for a
meeting.
One was baptized, two restored,
and one placed membership on February
8. The opportunity here is very great, and
everyth in g seems to be In read.iness for a
good work. Eldon Dilbeck did a good work
here and is loved much by every one.

R. v. Wood, Box 673, Crane, Texas, February 9: The work of the Lord moves along
in a very fine way here in Crane, Texas .
Att endance at a ll services are at an allitime high.
The 250 new opera chairs ln,stalled last fall are now just about all filled
for both of the Lord's day services. The
midweek service averages about 135, and
part of the Wednesday evening service is
devoted to singing. We have a fine group
of young people, and some twenty boys
lead singing each
Wednesday
evening.
Brother G uy N. Wood will be with us In a
meeting beginning February 27. Any one
in driving distance Is cardially invited to
attend this meeting.

w. H. Hale, 1601 East l 9th St., Cheyenne,
Wyoming, February 4: The work In Cheyenne is going fine. We had an overflowing
crowd last Lord's day morning, and a nice
crowd Lord's day evening, and our Wednesday evening crowds are increasing. We
are very proud of · the progress that the
good brethren are striving to make, but of
course as every one l<nows the church is
not as strong in the w es t as it is in some
other locations. The brethren here are trying to build a minist er's home, but it is going to be mighty hard financially. If any
one who r eads this is able to send help,
please send it to the elders of the Church
of Christ, Cheyenne, Wyoming.
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W. S. Wiley, 50<3 E. Huisache St., Kingsville, Texas:
The congregation in Grape land, Texas, i,s badly in need of a preach er.
Th ey are not asking that some other con gregation support a preach e r for them, but
that some brother who is able to partially
support himself for a while come and work
with them. Grapeland has, with the excep tion of about three years out of the twentytwo years that I have known the church
there, be en of more service to the preachers
working th ere than they have b een able to
be to the church. This is tru e for the r ea son that n'ine of the eleven preachers who
have done any appreciable amount of work
there during those twenty-two years, were
just beginning their work as preachers. Th e
writer began his preaching life there twenty-two years ago, being also the first man
to locate and work with the congregation.
I know that the brethren there were a f a r
greater blessing to me than I was to them.
Hulen Masters, now preaching the gospel
in Vermont, grew up there and m a de his
first talks in the services there. Guy Caskey, now preaching in Africa, was there and
at the · nearby Midway congregat ion, encour aged to become a gospel preacher.
The
Denman brothers were given much strength
and e ncouragemen t by the G ra p e land church
as they began to develop as prea_s:hers o!
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A WORTHWHILE BOOK

PLAIN SERMONS
By LUKE MILLER
Popular Negro Eyangelist of
the Church of Christ

A Series of "Gospel Sermons"
Delivered at Austin, Texas
Interesting biographical
sketch. These sermons
are filled with pathos
and are beautiful in
their simplicity and
strength, and rich in
homely convincing illustrations.
Stenographically reported. No preacher can
get along quite as well
without, this new, latest
B o ok
of
Sermons.
This amazingly successful evangelist has already baptized more than 2,000 people.

FOUNDATION

the Word. Others who began there, after
having been r eared elsewhere are John Tee!,
Avis McCloud, Earl Miller, and Barney
Thompson. The church has remained small
thr o u g h the years, but there is no way to
fully es timate the great good coming from
th e ir willingness to serve young preachers
by helping them get started in life as
preachers. Th e church has a nice, well located building and a small, though nearly
ne;W preacher's home. Th ese are both paid
for. They need a m ature man who can supply about one - th ird of his support for a
li ttle while. I pray that such a man will
get in touch with t h e m.
Alfred Caskey,
the father of Guy Caskey, a nd Henry Lewis
Masters, brother of Hulen Masters, are the
elders. Having remained in con stan t touch
with the church th e re through the years I
fe e l able to commend, without r eservations,
the group there as a deserving people.
Arthur U. Johnson, 1414 Briggs Avenue,
Parsons, Kansas, J a nuary 26:
Brother U.
R. Forrest is working hard here. I believe
he is g e tting th e two congregations closer
tog e ther. Love, fellowship, cooperation and
zeal accomplish great things if given a
chance.
Distribution of free tracts by
Brother Brewer's new magazine can become
a wonderful work if brethren will get behind it and make a few sacrifices to support it. Th e r e are a lot ot things we can
do without in order to supp_ort this movement for saving souls. Others put out millions of free tracts; why should not churches of Christ do the same when surely they
hav e the truth? I hope these tree tracts
will not only oppose error but also preach
a saving gospel to millions.
Let's make
good use of the many wonderful things the
Lord has blessed us with by preaching the
gospel to others... It will give happiness
throughout life here and hereafter.
Joe Preston, Box 96, Duke Oklahoma, February 2: After a little over a year's labor
with the congregation here at Duk e. I have
t erminat ed my work h ere and will begin
with the church at Wheeler, Texas next Sunday February 8th.
During our stay here
there have b ee n seventeen baptisms and 3
confessions of wrongs.
We are leaving
many friends near and dear to us here but
we know that we shall have the same kind
of friends in the church at Wheeler. We
anticipate a great work with the church
at Wheeler. On March 1st through the 8th
the writer will conduct a gospel meeting
there. It is also our plan to conduct one
or two meetings for some congregation not
too far away who is not able to support a
meeting for th e ms elves. My successor has
not been named h e re at Duke. If there are
any who are inte res t e d in the work here,
contact Elders of the church of Christ in
care of Woodrow Reeves at Duke.

Amt. Enclosed $....................... .

Neil R. Lightfoot, Lakeview Church of
Christ, Waco, T exas, Janua ry 31: Last Wedn es day night we e njoy ed an excellent sermon preached by Brother J erry C. Mathews.
For forty-nine y ears Brother Mathews had
b een a n ordained Baptist preacher. We at
L a kevi ew r ejoice that he is now one with
us in Christ. His, indeed, is an unusual
story. Brothe r Mathews, when a young man,
was baptized "for the remission of sins."
Aft er he became a Baptist preacher, he baptized others "In the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost for the remission
of s ins." On one occasion he affirmed In
public debate against anot h er Baptist minister that baptism was essential to salvation.
Durin g the course of his life as a
Baptist mini ster, Brother Mathews wrote
numerous articles for r eligious periodicals
of his brethren, and even published several
books.
After years of constant study of
the Scriptures, Brother Mathews gradually
came to r ealize that human denominations,
being governed by human creeds and wearing human names, were antithetical to God's
purpose on earth. About ten years ago, he
renounced his communion and severed hi:!!
association from the Baptists, and became
in his own words, a "free-lance preacher."
When I came In contact with him several
weeks ago I endeavored to show him that
the Scriptures teach that the individual
must do his work through the local congregation-that the Father is glorified through
the church. When Brother Mathews fully
r ealized this, he publicly denounced the error ot his way. Notwithstanding his past
denominational ties, the elders of the Lakevi ew congregation pronounce this man sound
in faith and doctrine; his sermon Wednesday night was almost e ntirely composed of
Scripture quotations.
At the ripe age of
sixty - seven, Brother Mathews is yet strong
in body and mind. He has a l)urniong desire
to preach the gospe l in its a ncient purity
and simplicity, and is praying that the Lord
wil l op en to him "doors of utterance." Let
it be known to the brotherhod that Jerry C.
Mathews now "preacheth the gospel which
he once destroyed!"
compan ion
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Send me .................... copies, Miller's Sermons.
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Wyndnl H. Hudson, Box 130, New Deal,
Texas, January 29: Durin g the past three
weeks we have h ad four r esponse s to the
gosp e l call.
Three were r es torations and
one bapti sm. Last Lord's day we engaged
Brethren Jack Hardcastle and Joe R. Chish olm in a Round Table Discus s ion concerning Elders a nd Th e ir Appointment.
The
discussion was well attend ed and proved to
be of great value. Another such program
has been planned for this coming L ord's day
with Brethren Cline Drake a nd C. B. Holmes
as directors of the discussion. This m ethod
of inviting a preacher and a n elder is very
effective.
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Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, February 3:
One baptised and one restor ed from non-class
group Lord's Day. The house was filled at
both hours. 232 In Bible classes, 190 at midweek service. Gro und is being cleaFed this
week in preparation to star·t our new church
building in enlarging our r ecently built auditorium to seat near 600. Interest is good
in all our work. The whole group works
harmoniously as they have done through
the years. The writer is finishing his fifth
year of ministry with the growing group.
A substantial increase in salary as of February 1 is appreciated. I hope only that I
can deserve such expressed confidence and
proved worthy before God. We are not void
of mistakes and if God were not merciful
we would lose hope.
Fred W. McClung, P. 0. Box 84, Fayetteville, Arkansas, February 2: Since my last
report we lost In death one of our elders,
Brother D. B. Hebberd. Three have been
baptized, seven restored and four have placed membership. Wednesday I am to preach
the funeral of Sister S. D. Bryant at Anson,
Texas. I have never known a woman to
try harder to be a faithful Christian since
I converted her from th e Baptist Church
about two years ago. Make your plans to
attend the "Young Peoples Camp" and "Old
Fashioned Camp Meeting" on top of Mt. Sequoyah, h ere at Fayetteville, in the beautiful Ozark Mountains July 11-19. S end in
your reservations not later than June 15th
to Church of Christ, Box 84, Fayetteville,
Arkansas. If you can teach or preach durIng this meeting then notify us at once.
Charles M. Adams, Box 285, Cleveland, Ok lahoma, January 26: I have in the months
that have passed visited different congregations in the inter es t of using the newspap er of th e ir cities and communities, along
with other m eans such as the radio, etc., to
preach to the untold thou sands that will
never attend church services where the
truth is preached. We write a short article
for our own paper. The cost Is not very
much when we consider the great number
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of people who read the paper. The Interest
is further evidenc ed by the great number
of letters and telephone calls that come to
us.
Also our attendance and interest is
much increased. We are happy to report
that the church in our city Is growing In
every good way. One baptism here yesterday. May I urge all who read tl:!ese lines
to investigate the wonderful opportunity
that is offered through the newspaper of
yo ur own city to preach the gospel to the
masses,
The Roman Catholic ~hurch Is
gaining many followers daily as a result
of the prl•nted page. Are you concern ed ?
Your reaction will det erm ine your Interest
in preaching the gospel to this vast audience.
·walter E. Bankes, 2 South Tasmania, Pontiac, Michi g an, January 30: Pontiac, Micl:)igan, had a good year hi 1952: Eighty respon's es, with 40 baptisms. Our house (seating 300) overflows, with peace a nd harmony.
Plans call for a larger and more satisfactory church home in the near future as
cle:ss rooms are bulging and facilities are
inadequate. A lectureship of one week precedes our meeting with Allen Killom, of
Spri·n gfield , Tennessee.
Preachers C. C.
Burns, Hobart Ashby, Harold Hawley, Ken
Maynard, 0. li>. McKendree, and Roy Wilson,
in order named, preach in our lecture series
beginning February 2nd.
The church at
Rochester, Michigan, was estab lished last
year by Pontiac, and we will be happy to
co ntact your friends in the Rochester Area,
as well as Pontiac.

One was baptized and two were restored recently. My work with the church at Coos
Bay came to a close last week, and we
moved to Astoria to build the chur.ch. Our
work began today with one man making the
confession and being baptized at the morning service.
H .e had formerly been a Baptist. Thus we got off to a good start. We
have a good nucleus consisting of a few
faithful brethren who started meeting r egularly last summer. The church meets In
the Hughes-Ranson Funeral Chapel. We are
much encou raged over the prospects.
It
will be necessary for me to do secular work
to support my family In this work.
My
work here is under the direction of the elders at Eugene, but the church there Is not
able to help me financially. If any who
r.ead this know of members here or at
Tongue Point Naval Base near here, please
give me their nam es and addresses.
We
ask your prayers in the work here.

Urban Qox, 409 West Elm Street, Tyler,
Texas, January 28: I attended a fine singing for fil'st time a,t North Jefferson Street
congregation at Mt. Pleasant, Texas, last
Sunday afternoon. The house was full of
singers and listeners. Visitors came from
Pittsburg, Mt. Vernon, Hughes Springs, Sulphur Springs, T alco, Paris, Cookville, Daingerfield, Rocky Branch, Bethel, Winfield,
Blodgett, and possibly other congregations.
We hope and pray that this will open up
th e way for more singing schools. Bethel
was for years the leader in song serv ices
and fine meetings and has sent out several
preachers and singers from Titus County.
The singers will m eet there Sunday evening.
Arley E. 1\loore, Box 984, Astoria, Oregon: More tra ining in song work Is needed in
Near ly thr ee years ago we moved to Coos the church, The harvest is white and g rain
Bay to establish a congregation.
During ready for singing t eachers and singers in
this time th e church grew from five to forty the vineyard.
members. Twenty-one were baptized, eight
were r es to red, and forty-two placed memRoss W. Dye, 40·8 N. Marshall, Oklahoma
bership. Th e church began meeting in my City 10, Oklahoma, February 3: During the
home, but now has a nice building, with first five weeks ot 1953 we have baptized
complete facilities that will be adequate for tour, three have been restored and two have
some time.
This building Is almost paid been identified.
Our bu!lding Is now finfo r. When this and another small debt Is ished and already Is quite an asset to the
paid, the church will be self-supporting. work.

Ill\ 1111\\ 11m IIIII\ IIIII\ 1111\\ 1111\\ <1111' .il11l\ Y11l\l

!111\\l

ll/11\\ /JII\\!lll\\i/11\1

1}~\\0, .~

~

READY FOR DELIVERY

THE WALLACE- KETCHERSIDE
DEBATE
PRICE $3.00
ORDER FROM-

TELEGRAM BOOK
608 Pear.dale Lane

! l\lrll l"TCi \\Ill! l1!fli

co

0

Long.view, Washington

' l1!fli 111rtl \11fll l\110 lWli llllLHWlf 1\llP--lliUUl!ilt

~
~

Page Fourteen

FIRM FOUNDATION

Don Nell•on, 867 East Center, Provo, Utah,
February 5: Brother Onls F. Case was with
us In a gospel meeting beginning January
25th and continuing through February 1st.
Brot~r Case is the regular evangelist for
the church in Cortez, Colorado. His lessons
from God's Word were a source of strength
and encouragement •to Christians, as well as
instructive In the way of salvation to our
many visitors. This was the· best-attended
meeting we have had In Provo, which can
be accredited to extensive advertising and
personal evangelism on the part of the m embers. On th e last day of the meeting one
young lady accepted the Lord's invitation
and was burled with him In baptism. We
are praying that several more will soon be
ready to follow her example. One highlight
to get the meeting off to a. good start was
a singing held here the first Sunday of the
meeting. Almost equal numbers were present from Salt Lake City, Ogden, and Provo.

A NEW EDITION

GOSPEL
Sermons
We have juat printed
& new edition of
"GOSPmL SmRMONS"

By R. N. HOGAN

Plans are being made to have a singing
every mont):l at one ot the congregations In
ord'e r to build up fellowship and to promote
the Lord's cause in Utah.
Our building
fund has grown to $1303. With the aid of
fellow Christians in other places we were
able to add $245 to this fund last month.
We are hoping to have enough In the near
futur e to b e able to formulate some deflnite building plans. We now have twenty
members and all are pulling together, but
your h e lp is vitally need e d. At your earliest
convenience, please send your contribution
to the church of Christ, 86.7 E ast Center,
Provo, Utah. The Broadway church, Lubbock, T ex as, continues to support my wife
and me in this work. The elders of that
congregation are to be comme nded for, their
great program of evangelism.
Monroe Tharp, El Paso, Texas, February
6•: Fourteen people were added by transfer
and one by baptism to the Montana
Street church during J anuary.
Preliminary drawings h ave been mad e of a
planned extension to our educational bullding which will add three classrooms and
two rest rooms. At present we have only
eleven classrooms, but we are using the
office for a class, and with the auditorium
class we hav e a total of thirteen Sunday
morning classes. Quite a number of service
men who are stationed at Fort Bliss and at
Biggs Air Force Base are worshipping with
us h e re We are happy to have the names
of all whom we should contact while they
are here. All who wish us to contact men
in the services here may write us, giving
nam es and addr~sses of the men.
J. D. Pinkerton, 7306 Marcell, Austin, Texas, February 9: On January 27th I moved
to . Austin to labor with the church that
meets at 81 San Marcos Street of this city,
This work Is beinnlng in a. very pleasant
and encouraging manner.
Both services
yesterday showed an increase In attendance. At the morning service, three were
restored to their first love and were added
Ito our number. Two of these, a husband
and wife, were a.t one time Identified with
the Anti-Bible class brethren. When visiting In the capital city, we shall be glad
to have you worship with us.

Evangelist, Churches of Christ
Brother Hogan is known far and wide
and is scarcely less esteemed and appre:ciated by the white people than those or hi•
own race. Thousands have heard him in
his wonderful appeal to the people, and
thousands have been converted to Christ
through the delivery of his Great Sennons.
Every friend of the cause of Christ and
every member of the churches of · Christ
Dillard Thurman, 1200 E. Richmond, Fort
should have a aopy of this great book. It Worth, Texas, February 8: I have accepted
is a large book of sermons of 245 pages. the work with the Highland Park congre-
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Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Herbert L. Ne"•man, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San Antonio, T exas , January ,20:
M/Sgt. Edward A. Nash, a former member
of the West Avenue church in San Antonio,
Texas, is now stationed at Itazuke Air Base
in Japan. No church of Christ services were
conducted at Itazuke Air Base when he
arrived; h ence, h e becam e very interested
in finding other young m e n who wanted to
worship as the New T estam e nt t eaches. He
located several church m embe rs who had no
place to worship, and now they are meeting
for worship at Strip Chapel on Itazuke Air
Base.
Anyon'e knowing of othe r church
members at the sam e location should write
th e m and urge them to attend the services.
Brother Nash may be reach ed by telephone.
His numb er Is Itazuke-66164.
Granville Jones, Box 364, Stinnett, T exas,
January 19:
Three baptisms last night,
making a total of 30 r espo n ses to the invi tation since Augu st 1, 1952, when we moved
here from La verne, Oklahoma. Thirteen of
<,t hese have been for baptism, ,ten identifyin g
as Christians, and seven restorations. This
congregation has a mind to work, and God
has been good to us in giving the increas e
to our working forces. Attendance has Increased to the extent that our seating capacity Is taxed to the limit. A building
fund has be en included in the new budget
for this year. Also included In the budget
Is a. program of mission work. This congregation will send me for two mission
meetings this year; so if we can assist you
In this way, contact either Arthur Johnson
or W . •o. Blakeney, elders, or myself. It is
a pleasure to work with this congregation.
R. c. Copeland, Jr., Clarendon, Texas, January 20: I continue to enjoy reading the Firm
Foundation. We are now in our third year
with the congregation here.
The budge t
and plans for 1953 are better and bigger
than before, and there is a bright future
for this congregation. I have some time
open for summer meetings. Congregations
Intereste d, please contact me early so a
schedule can be completely arranged. Two
books that should be in every Christian home
are C. R. Nichol's Preacher of Righteousness
and Preachers of Today. Th e book about
Brother Nichol Is an Inspiration to all young
preachers and the book about preachers
wlll help all of us to be better acquainted
with the great work preachers are doing.
Brother Tilllt 8. Teddlie Is scheduled to be
with us again In the summer meeting. He
did a wonderful job here last summer. May
we press onward and actually travall for
souls.

gation In Fort Worth and look forward to
a pleasant and profitable ministry with
these people. I shall continue the publication of Gospel Minutes. The circulation Is
growing :steadily and we are gratlfit\1 with
Trine Starnea, Box 6()12, Waco, Texas, Febthe reports of good accomplished.
ruary 3: We are In our fifth year of pleasant
work with the Columbus Avenue congregation here. A highly successful Parent-Teacher training course was concluded last Friday night. Four Waco churches cooperated.
They are: Columbus Avenue, Herring Avenue, Lakeview and South Waco. An average
ot 315 attended each evening session. TeachThe modern simplicity of L. L. San,.'
el1S participating were: Wilburn C. Hill, diChurch Furniture lends an atmosphere of
rector, Reuel Lemmons, Adults; Sister E. A.
beauty and comfort. Pews, Altars, Pulpits,
Sowders, Pre-School; Sister Frank Pack,
Baptismal Fonts, Wood Carvings, Lecterns,
Primary; Sister Luther Roberts, .Juniors;
Rails - all designed to your exact speciSister C. A. Buchanan, Intermediates. Our
fications.
gratitude Is hereby publicly expressed to all
these capable and inspirational teachers.

Comfort With Simplicity
Beauty With Character

Expert lnsMIIation
Fast Delivery

PREACHER NEEDED

Write for Catalog
River at LaSalle

Waco, Texas

The church at Stigler, Oklahoma, desires
the servic es of a gospel preacher Immediately. Please send references. Contact Mr.
Joahua Fisher, Stigler, Okla.
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BEESON-Johnny Beeson was born January 21, 1900, at El Reno, Oklahoma. He
lived In Grady County, Oklahoma, most of
his llfe. Mr. Beeson was a member of the
16th & Florida Stl."eets Church of Chl."ist at
Chickasha, Oklahoma, and died in Vallejo,
California, of a heart attack April 9, 195 2.
Services were held in Chickasha.

• •
WHITT-On Tu esday afternoon, Septe mber 30, B roth er L. V. Nobles and I conducted
funeral services for a fellow preacher. Brother Charles lDlmore Whitt died suddenly of
a heart attack at his home in Olney on
Monday.
Funeral services were conducted
at the church house in · Cherokee, T exas.
Burial was in the Hannah Cemetery n ear
Cherokee.
B roth er Whitt became a m emb er of the church at th e age of sixteen at
San Benito, Texas, under the preaching of
Brother Foy Wallace, Sr. For the last nine
years, Brother Whitt had been very active
in preaching.
He s e rved as ministe r for
congregations at Kirbyville, Sweetwater,
Crane, Laird HJll and Olney, T exas ; and at
Waldo, Arkansas. He was married to Mis s
Neva Elpise Beasley of Chase, Louisiana, on
February 12, 1942.
He leaves his widow
and thr ee small children, Eugene, Ann, and
Sue; also his mother, Mrs. Belle Whitt of
Cherokee; one broth e r, John Whitt of Tyler;
two sisters, Mrs. Mary Christian of Port
Arthur, and Mrs. Jessie Beasley of Lla no .
Brother Whitt was a Christian gentl e man
and · a splendid preacher of the gospel.
I
think I knew him and his work well, having been very closely associated with him
both in Arkansas and in Texas.
Agua Dulce, Texas.

him to say, "Goodbye." Surviving Artice In
addition to his wlf& •are his mother, ',Mrs.
Otis Le& Laird, and sisters, Mrs. John Hen!>Ch&l, and Miss Patricia Ann Laird. It was
my privilege to conduc·t Military and Chris tian rites in the F .t. Sam Houston National
Cemetery, San Antonio, Texas, on D ecember
29, 1952. Assisting with lovely hymns was
a quartet from the Harlandale church. The
big congregation of relatives, classmates,
friends, and at least one former minister bespeak the esteem In which he was held by
those who knew him best.
"The flight of another airman h s ov e r,
his battles are all fought, his victories
all won, and as ln. other days he lies
down to rest awhile under the arching
sky awaiting the bugle's call.'"
FRANK TRAYLER
Chaplain (Major), USAF

•

HUKEL-Brother D. Lee Hukel departed
this life at Dallas, Texas, December 17,
1952, and was buried there on the following
day.
Funeral services were conducted at
the Preston Roads church of Christ In Dallas by the writer, assisted by Brother Melvin Wise who read the scripture and Brother Hulen Jackson who lead in prayer. Brother Hukel is survived by his wife, Mrs. CharlS,Y Hukel, and four daughters: Mrs. Frank
Heath, Amarillo; Mrs. Cecil Boyd, Petersburg; Mrs. Wilma Aday, Dallas; and Miss
Mary Hukel, Dallas.
Brother Hukel was
a son of J. S. Hukel, one of our pioneer
preachers.
He was born in Missouri, in
November, 1882, and came to Erath County,
Texas, while very young. We grew up on
our father's farms adjoining, and it was his
request that I conduct his funeral. He was
always interested In the study of the Bible
and activities of the church. He began local work In 1923, making many sacrifices
for the cause of Christ. He worked at Slaton, Clarendon, Crosbyton, Stamford, Coleman, and other places. I think he was most
successful In evangelistic work, baptizing
thousands in central Texas. He possessed
a brilliant mind. He was aa successful busIness man, and a teacher In public schools.
These talents he sacrificed for Christ. In
his life I saw Christianity at work. In his
passing a rich heritage has been left be~
hind. Some day, by the grace of our Lord
we shall meet again.
STANLEY GIESECKE
Hico, Texas.

LAIRD-Artlce Lee Laird, 2nd Lt., USAF,
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Otis Lee Laird on
August 27, 1929, In Huffsmf.th, Texas. His
father preceded him in death.~ Artlce was
educa;ted in the public school at Tomball,
Texas, and at Sam Houstott State Teachers
College, where he majored In Journalism.
His ambition for the future was to be a
publisher. After finishing the Officer Training School of the United States Air 'Force,
Lt. Laird was married to Miss Patricia Ann
Cloud, daughter of Colonel and Mrs. Howard
H. Cloud. Their wedding was solemnized In
the Base Chapel at Ft. Sam Houston on December 27, 1961.
They departed shO'l't!Y
thereafter for their first assignment-Larson Air Force Base, Moses Lake, Washington. It was there that death came suddenly
to our beloved Brother in Arms, and also In
Christ. With happy plans fo·r reunion with
his beloved wife and loving family, he
boarded the !11-fated plane for his last flight
- the last flight for 87 other men also. On
December 2()1, his spirit winged its way to
our God and Creator, and the reunion with
his loved ones has been postponed awhile.
We belleve that retun1on will take place
some day as surely a.s we. b e lieve God's beautiful promises. Artlce was a Christian, havIng been baptized in July, 1944, by Brother
M. Roy Stevens,. As a Christian, he was a
good Airman, a good husband, and we be lieve he would have been a good father to
the baby he had known was to arrive at
his home soon. Artice did not go to our
Maker empty-handed. Through hls good Influence his wife has embraced the faith, and
has found the peace that passes all understanding. Though he lived only 23 years,
the world Is b&tter for his life, and having
done right by his country, his family, and

Agustin G. Figueroa L., Apdo. 24818, Adman 59, Mexico, D. F., Mexico, February 6:
Anyone coming to Mexico, please make sure
you have the right address where you can
find the brethren and meet with them for

Since there is not any church
building, so far, the services have to be·
carried on In my home. So, when you come,
please be sure not to ask for the church,.
for more than likely you will fail to get
any accurate information. Beginning February 1, my address was changed to: AveInsurgentes 1657-10'1, Mexico, D. ~ · There
is a drug store in the same building, and
you can dial their phone number and ask:
~ hem to call me.
The number is 24-56-98.
Also, you may write to me, addressing your'
l e tters to Apdo. 24818, Admon. 59, Mexico,.
D. F. Th e work here continues to prosper
some. Th o ugh we have met with a few bad
breaks and hard times, as ever, we have put.
our trus.t In God and he has been merciful
and kind to us, granting us more prospec\s
for bette r results in our efforts. We keep·
receiving lists of names of people who have
been baptized elsewhere and this, of course,.
is a great help. Also, some have moved tothe Capital from other cities throughout theStates. We ask you to continue to remember us in your good prayers, that our Lord:
may see fit to bless our humble efforts and
grant us the great blessing of seeing a nice
strong con,gregation of his church established in this great capital. May his grace
and love be with you.
Neall Mnrshnll, . Fort Worth, Texas, February ~: The year 1952 was another record
year, in every respect, for the church hereat Diamond Hill.
There were 24 baptisms, 26 restorations, and 28 identified
'themselves. The average Bible study attendance, per Sunday, rose from 135 in 1951 to183 In 1952. The average contribution, per
Sunday rose from $181.35 to $291.24.
Our
budget for 1953 calls for an average of
$300.0{) per Sund3.Y. Not only have we met
this but gone beyond.
The average contribution since the beginning of the year
has been $319.98. Several have. been baptized
since my last report, including one Catholic
man In his fifties, and a couple from the
Baptist church. In a business meeting of
all the elders and deacons, it was agreed
that greater unity and harmony prevail here
than has ever been known. For all this we
bow humbly before God, expressing our
thanks.
Levi Gentr:r, Box 369, Huntsville, Texas,
January 30: During the last month of . the
year four were baptized here. This brought
to twenty the number of baptisms during the
year, and twenty others were either restored or identified with the local congregation. Our first meeting tor this year
will come In April. Brother Tex Williams,
of Boles Home, Quinlan, is to be with us:
April 12th through 19th.

S-K F'IXTURE & CHURCH FURNITURE CO., IN£.
JACKSONVILLE, TBXAS
Tel. Z514

MANUFACTURERS
Highest Quality Chureh Furniture
Direct dealing with churches. All kinds of. church furniture sold on poatttn
guara.ntee. The man;v Churches ot Christ which have purchased church
furniture from us will testify to the quality of. our work a.nd the reason. '
&bleness of our pric~. It wUl be a pleasure to give any information whieh
you may want concernin~ your church furniture needs.

WRITE OR CALL JOHN W. HEDGE
880 K.IOKAPOO 8'I'RIDft'
~~B,TEXAS
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BOOK REVIEWS

True Peace of Mind. The Preachers In the
Pew. God's Service Station, and others.

P. D. Wilmeth

THE ' PRESIDIDNTS, Men of Faith.
By
Bliss Isely. W. A. Wilde, 131 Clarendon
St., Boston, Mass. pp. 284. 1953. $3.75.

NOT A SPARROW FALLS, and Other SerHere Is a volume that took years to
mons. By Paul Quillian. Abingdon -Cokes- produce.
It Is the result of twenty-two
bury Press. Nashville, Tenn. pp. 156. 1952. years of r esear ch, and n ow here it is. Th e
$2.00.
author confesses that had he realized the
magnitude of his task before beginning, he
Here is a book o! sermons !rom a highly would n ever have begun. Force of circumgifted Methodist preacher, Dr. Paul Quillian. stances for other articles, books and p e He was the preacher for the First Methodist riodicals, caused him to side-step the final
church in Houston, Texas, the largest church production of this book.
But he always
In Methodism. At the time of his death, he came back to his first love and here is the
was scheduled to become associated with fascinating stories of the presidents. Th e
Southern Methodist University In the Per- thes is of th e book has to do with the "relikins School o! Theology.
These fourteen gious faith" of each president. It is inte rsermons came !rom the heart of the man, esting beyond words.
as he preached them to a large congregaAny one w ho e njoys biography on a high
tlon.
The sermons were record ed at the level, and with facts to supplement the
time of their delivery.
13tory will not want to miss this book. It
There Is a movement and a f ervo r in each will find a happy audience among high
message that grips th e read er as he r eads school, a nd college students who may b e
the printed m essage.
This Is Methodist interested in American history. This scribe's
preaching at Its b est. There is the touch of Junior High School boy Jound enjoyment in
the, human appeal in these sermons. Each this volume while convalescing from an illsermon has a dynamic to it that commends n ess. The story of each president is at once
lt. No preacher will read this volume with - captivating. The author begins with George
out finding a seed-thought for his own Washington, and concludes with th e pressermonic preparation.
There Is the sense ent incumbent, Dwight D. Eisenhower.
o! counse l of guidance in each message, for
Never before has anybody written a book
the m any areas of life. Some of the chapter about the Presidents like this one, so throbheadings will intrigue our readers: Not a bing with romance and action, with sufferSparrow Falls .. The Worth of the Individual. in g and bravery, with service and triumph.
Take Care of Your Heart. A Healthy Hu- Complete with full page photographs of
mility. To Restore, Not Condemn. Achieving each President and a comprehensive ind ex.
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THE PEOPLE'S NEW TESTAMENT
With Explanatory Notes by
B. W. JOHNSON

$3.00 Each
THE SET

$6

I

00-- 6

sETs

$30.00

OUR PERENNIAL BEST SELLER
A New Testament with material usually found
in Bible dictionaries, sacred geographies, concordances, etc., condensed in brief explanatory
notes wherever there are difficult passages . . .
allusions to the countries in which the scripture
was written, history of Israel and surrounding
na tions, geography of Palestine, and other Bible
countries are made more clear by Mr. Johnson's
painstaking exactness. For more than 50 years
Christian families have relied on this set of books.

[

WHAT MAY BE FOUND IN EACH VOLUME
The King James Translation; The Revised Translation; Bible References; Comments on the Text;
Introduction to Each Book; Harmony of the
Gospels; Mops in Colsrs; Many Other Helps.

[

1,054 Pages ... Cloth Binding
[
[

Vol. I
THE GOSPEL and ACTS

Vol. II
THE EPISTLES and REVELATION

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE

[, 3110 Guadalupe Street

P. 0. Box 77

]
]
]
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"C. R. NICHOL, PREACHER OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS"

By
MAUD JONES UNDERWOOD

Published By
THE NICHOL PUBLISHING COMPANY,
Clifton, Texas
\

This book Is a source book for the history
!or the churches of Christ !or the last hal!
century. 1906 is the date given for the first
federal census of the churches of Christ as
a separate body. The force that led to the
separation had been at work for half a
century. C. R. Nichol began preaching at
a time when th ese issues were being determined.
The progress of the churches o!
Christ In the Southwest has been determined
by m e n like Brother Nichol. His debates
and his clear preaching and his life have
been stabilizing influences that have enabled
the churches of Christ to make progress.
This book gives the background of a most
interesting half century.
A number of
younger men have written concerning Brother Nichol. Th ese writings are given in the
book. These younger men give a vi ew of
his life from m any different viewpojnts.
Young ·m en have followed him with great
devotion.
His influence upon th e church
has been great. I value this book as a
so u rce book. History that i s close to us is
sometimes misunderstood.
Another interesting feature of this b·ook
is the diary . This diary covers quite a span
in the life of Brother Nichol. We are told
in the book that this came about as a r equest from his father. This type of literature is most interesting. Historians tell us
if it were not for this kind of material the
life of John Wesley would not be near so
great. ·Wesl ey l<ept a diary and it is not
only a source of ch'Nrch history but is a good
comment on the every day life of the period.
This diary of C. R. Nichol is an insight not
only into his activities but gives a background for the economic a.nd social history
of the day. We have learned just recently
that there may be in existence a diary kept
by Alexander Campbell, up until now it has
not been found.
Th ere is some hint that
his family may have destroyed it. If so
there may be a page lildng in the story of
Alexander Campbell.
Mrs. Underwood has rightfully pointed out
that C. R. Nichol is a preacher of righteousn ess. Anyone who wants first hand informa.t lon concerning one of the most amazing
chap ters in human history will want to read
'this book.
This amazing chapter is the
progress of a group of people who at the
turn of the century were without leadership , were without houses to worship in and
were spoken against everywhere.
Th ese
amaz ing facts will be noted by anyone who
will take a journey across our country and
see the influence and progra·m of th e
churches of Christ.
Friends of ours may order their copy from
.the Firm Foundation Pub. Co., Box 77, Au s tin, Texas.

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure unleavened bread for communlon
~ u rvoses.
Eleven wafers to the small carton and three of these cartons to the lar~rer
·~art on-all carefully sealed so it will keep
Indefinitely. Every congregat!c:-n should have
?n hand a good supJ)ly at all times. Prloe:
Lar ge cartons, each, $2.36, postpaid.
Fl.r-
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Austin, Texas, Tuesday, March 3, 1953

[$3.00 Per Year in Advance

National W ee kly, World-Wide In Mission, Definite In Policy-the Defense of the A.nclent Gol!P&l DeliTered to th• &.lata. Ua·
der Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Founds. t!on of 3:od Standeth, havin• thle eeal : Th• LOrd lltlloy•U.
them that o.re hls"-(3 Tim. 1:19).
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W. M. DAVIS
Helpful Adversity
All adversity is not helpful, but some of it is. Very few
people are able to see the benefits of adversity at the time
it is happening. An inspired writer declares, "Now no
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby" (Heb.
12:11).
I think the truth of this passage of Scripture has been experienced by the majority of people who try to live right.
Men are blind to the profitableness of affliction while they
are under its lash, but in years to come its peaceable fruit
of righteousness becomes apparent-it is usually called "a
blessing in disguise." When Joseph was in prison on a false
charge that was disgraceful, the future blessing of this adversity was not visible. He probably could not see the hand
of God in his affliction. It lobked mor-e like a misfortune than
a blessing. But all Bible readers know that Joseph's grievous
experience turned out to be a great event in the history of
God's people. And the imprisonment of Paul and Silas at
Philippi looked like a misfortune, , but it gave Paul a great
opportunity to preach the gospel in a new field.
Jesus said, "Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to
have thee, that he might sift you as wheat" (Luke 22:31).
Evidently this was an extremely bitter hour in the life of
Peter. Peter thought he was right in his supreme confidence
in his own ability to meet a bad situation. He told the
Savior that he was ready to go with him to prison and to
death, but in fact he was not ready to go with him anywhere.
In a few hours Peter denied that he knew Christ . . For this
he afterward "went out and wept bitterly." Like a great
m.any people now, Peter gave himself credit for having more
courage and stability than he actually possessed. On this
point Paul gives a timely warning-"Wherefore, let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed, lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12).
Peter thought he knew his OWill ability to resist temptation,
but he did not know all the tricks of the devil.
Source of Strength
A common weakness of men is to fail to recognize the true
source of their strength. When the Israelites approached the
borders of Canaan, their hearts were filled with fear. They
ascertained the strength of their enemies, and compared it
with their own weakness. Their blunder was to leave the Lord
out of their calculations. It caused them to turn back, and
wander in the wilderness.
Paul says, "Be strong in the Lord, and i-n the power of his

might" (Eph. 6:10). Every time a group of people figure on
doing the Lord's work by their own wisdom, they make a failure. When the children of Israel made an alliance with
Egypt to fight against the Assyrians, they failed; because
the Lord was their only strength in such an undertaking.
Paul says, "I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13). Paul was constantly ready to
!fight the battles of life, but he looked to the Lord for victory.
He waged his warfa:~;e in the name of Christ. He used only
the weapons the Lord put in his hands. At no time did he
depend on his own wisdom and strength. John writes, "And
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith"
(1 John 5:4). This is the victory we all need. The strength
of the Lord is available to men in his inspired word.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

"A Dangerous 'Ism' "
Claude A. Guild
We have a few brethren promulgating an ideology which
does not sound good to this eldership at Riverside, Fort Worth,
IT'exas. It is being advanced by a few that the only sin the
the sinner commits is to reject Jesus Christ. They do not
believe the sinner is held accountable for his attitude toward
the gospel or testament of Jesus Christ (I plan in the conclusion of this article to state the motive back of this "ism").
It is a pleasure for me to affirm the scriptures teach that
when the sinner rejects Christ, he also rejects the law of
Christ. I believe the two are inseparable.
First, this affirmation is sustained with the language of
John 1:1-2, 14, 17: "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word :was God. The same was
in the beginning with God--And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory as of the only begotten ' from the Father), full of grace and truth-FQr the
law was ·g iven through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ." The word "Word" · is capitalized in the text,
indicating divinity. This Word became flesh and was full of
grace and truth. Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ,
hence Jesus Christ was the one John had in mind who became
flesh and was the Word with God in the beginning. They
:are inseparable. "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake,
the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48).
Brother David Lipscomb in commenting on this passage,
said, "Christ and his doctrine are inseparable; to receive his
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doctrine is to receive him and to reject his doctrine is to
reject him-one who was not saved by the word of G<>d made
known through Christ would be condemned by that word.
r.I'hese words will be the standard by which in the last day all
~&hall be judged-The word is now the rule of living and it
shall be h ereafter the rule of judging" (Commentary on John,
Pages 202, 203). One who would try to separate Christ from
his testament or the law from the lawgiver could very ably
separate the eye from its color or the blue from the firmament.
·
Second, this "ism" ill defines faith. "So belief cometh of
hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Romans 10:17).
r.I'o believe that the sinner r ejects Christ but is not obligated
to submit to the testament of Christ is a Baptist definition
of f aith-giving mental consent to the existence of J esus
Christ. On the other hand, the sinner must be taught that
to accept J esus Christ, is to accept him as a person and everything he taught; even Mark 16 :16 and Matthew 19:9. Cain
was not a man of faith, however, it does not mean that he
rejected the Omnipotent J ehovah. The truth about it is, he
belfeved in God but did not believe what God said. "And in
process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit
of the ground an offering unto J ehovah" (Gen esis 4:3). Adam
and Eve were driven from the garden; not because they didn't
believe in Jehovah, but because they didn't believe in what
God had said (Genesis 2:15-17).
Third, this "ism" betrays the coming of Christ. These heretics make Christ responsible for sin. If the only sin the sinner commits is to reject him, God did the world injury by
sending him to us so that h e could be r ejected. Too, they
fail to realize sin was here four thousand years before Christ
came. I have been taught to believe "Every one that doeth
sin doeth also lawlessness ; and sin is lawlessness" (1 John
3 :4). The King James Version says, "For sin is the transgression of the law." This would be a transgression of J olm
8:24 (rejecting Christ), a transgression of Acts 2:38, or any
other principle in the law of the lawgiver.
Fourth, things that are equal to the same thing are equal
to each other. This is an hypothesis; although simple in its
application, yet very true in geometry. Christ and his word
are both called Light (Psalms 119:105; John 8:12). Christ
and his word are equal to each other. Christ and his word
are both called Truth (John 14:6; 17:17). Christ and his
·word are both called Life (John 14:6; 2 Peter 1:3; 1 Peter
1:23) . Again I say, things that are equal to the same things,
are equal to each other.
Fifth, the advocates of this "ism" are unable to reckon with
this question: What made individuals sinners in Bible times?
The illustrations are in profusion and they are unimpeachable.
What made Paul a sinner? Hear his testimony: "For I had
not known coveting, except the law had said, Thou shalt not
covet" (Romans 7:7). Understand, I believe it is a sin to
r eject J;esus Christ, but I will very v ehemently deny t his is
the only sin the sinner commits. Paul said his difficulties
arose over covetousness.
The apostle Paul established the church in Corinth (Acts
18:8). Now, Paul, what made these citizens of Corinth sinn ers ? Hear him in his. first epistle to them, "Or know ye
not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor ab users of themselves with men,
nor thieves, nor covetous·, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such w ere
some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but
ye were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Chri:;t, and
in the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor: 6:9-11). There is no doubt
about it, these Corinthians were held accountable for more than
rejecting Christ and had made serious transgressions. They
were fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, covetous, drunkards,
etc. (Some of the champions of this "ism" would dare say the

•

Tuesday, March 3, 1953

sinner could violate some civil statutes, but not the law of
God! May I ask where is the civil statute that forbids covetousness or reviling)? This thing becomes irrefutable with
Paul's inspired statement, "And such were some of you."
Paul wrote the brethren in Colosse and described well thei-r
condition before they became children of God. "Put to death
therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which
is idolatry; for which things' sake cometh the wrath of God
upon the sons of disobedience: wherein ye also once walked,
when ye lived in these things; but now do ye also put them
all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking out
of your mouth: lie not one to another; seeing that ye have
put 'off the old man with his cloings, and have put on the new
man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the image
of him that created him" (Colossians 3: 5-10). He said these
Colossian brethren once walked in fornication, uncleanness,
passion, evil desire, covetousness, which is idolatry, and then
says, "But now do you also put them all away; anger, wrath,
malice, railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth." He
exhorts them that "Though they lived in these things," when
they became Christian, they "Put off the old man." H.e also
states that the new man is renewed by a knowledge of the
will of God.
This is a good time to insert the motive for this doctrine.
It could not be stated any clearer than in a recent letter to
me from Brother G. C. Brewer, "This interpretation that
some are putting on God's word in order to excuse adulterous
marriages, is one of the worst p erversions of God's word that
I have· ever come in contact with in my experience of a half
century. It is inexcusable and dangerous. I condemn it unsparingly." There's the answer: A few brethren who have
too many wives or who have friends who have entered into
unholy marriage r elations, are trying to excuse themselves or
others from the law of marriage ordained by God in the very
beginning and would destroy the meaning of repentance to
the alien sinn er by saying the sinner cannot reject Christ's
law but only reject Christ.
This "ism" is und·e r the description of the apostle Paul,
"For the time will come when they will not endure the sound
doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves
teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears
from the truth, and turn aside unto fables" (2 Timothy 4:3-4).
This "ism" heretofore has oniy appeared on the horizon in Riverside, but this eldership henceforth will consider this a heresy.
Remember these words, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my saying, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
I spake, the same shall jlJdge him in the last day" (John .12:
48).

---------0,---------

"The Way of Salvation"
L. R. Wilson
"If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God"
( 1 Peter 4: 11) . This is a scripture that all of us have
flaunted in the t eeth of the sectarians many times, yet few
of us heed it. Most of us violate it every day, and in nearly
every sermon we weach.
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We deride, belittle, and ridicule the denominations for
talking about "joining the church," "getting religion," and
"ope-ning the doors of the church." Then we talk about "the
plan of salvation," "responses to the invitation," and the
number of "restorations" we had. We "skin the sects" for
their use of such terms as, "Methodist preachers," "Baptist
members," and "the Presbyte·r ian manse." Yet we talk freely about "church of Christ members," "church of Christ
preachers ," "church of Christ picnics," and the "church of
Christ parsonage." What's the difference?
What right have we to belittle others for the use of terms
which they cannot find in the word of God, while we use
a lot of other terms that a re not found in the word of God?
The reply may be that the idea is there. The idea of some
of the d enominational terms are just about as close to the
word of God as some of the terms we use. It is true that
many individual Christians have come to use te·r ms such as
"church of Christ members" in a sense that most of us
preachers would not approve. But what are we doing to
·teach them better ? Furthermore, we use a number of terms
ourselves which are just about as foreign to the word of God
as some of the terms that denominational preachers use. A
good illustration of this is our use of the term, "The plan of
salvation."
There are very few preachers among us who have not
preached on this subject. In fact, most of us have written
tracts and articles on it. I have before me Young's Analytical Concordance to the Bible, and I am unable to find the
word "plan" in it anywhere. I may be told that the idea is
there anyway. I am a little doubtful if the idea is there, in
the sense we usually think of it. I fear too many of us think
of the "plan of salvation" as a mere series of steps to be
taken in one, two, three, four order only. Salvation is not
a mathematical formula. It is not the product of a set of
rules, to be observed in a mechanical fashion. This is not
said to discourage the emphasis ordinarily placed on "faith,
repentance, confession, and baptism." It is rather said in the
hope that we may place greater emphasis upon these living
principles which undergird our entire way of life.
The New Testament often uses such terms as, "I am the
WAY, the truth, and the life" (Jno. 14:6), "Thou made
known unto me the WAYS of life" (Acts 2: 2 8), "Wilt thou
not cease to pervert the right WAYS of the Lord?" (Acts
13: 10), "These men are the servants of the most high God,
who show unto us the WAY of salvation" (Acts 16:17 ),
"This man was instructed in the WAY of the Lord . . .
whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him ·
unto them, and expounded unto him the WAY of God more
perfectly" (Acts 1 8:25, 26), "And about that time there
arose no small stir concerning the WAY" (Acts 19:23), and
"I persecuted this WAY unto the death" (Acts 22:4). In
view of these and numerous other terms which emphasized
the "WAY," would it not be more proper to talk about "the
way of salvation," "the way of life," or the "way of the
Lord"? If we a r e going to speak as "the oracles of God"
we shall be compelled to change our wording:
Salvation is not a "formula" to be adopted, but a complete
change of thinking and living. Indeed, it is "a new and living way" (Heb. 10:20). Once we get this idea clearly in our
minds, Christianity means much more to us than it does
when we look upon it in a mechanical or mathematical-like
fashion.
With regard to the many other terms we use which are
not found in the word of God, surely we can improve upon
both the verbiage and the thought as well. For example,
would it not be much better to talk about "members of the
body of Christ" than the denominational idea of . "church of
Christ members"? In many instances we might use such
terms as "Christians," "members of the church," "the followers of Christ," "the disciples," or numerous other terms
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that have a far less sectarian connotation than the trite, sectarian terms which we have gotten in the habit of using.
Nearly all of our preaching brethren agree to these facts,
but what are we doing to teach our people to "speak as.
the oracles of God"?

The Church's .Part in Building Citizenship
B. G. Yount
Citizenship is a relation which each person holds to his
society, both by nature and by training. Citizenship is a status
conferred by birth, but it is also a function created by education. For there are citizens, and there are good citizens. One
must be prepared for the requirements of his citizenship in
order to be a good citizen.
This recog nizes the responsibility as well as the privilege of
a person's citizenship. Society confers blessings and demands
-if it is a good society. The demands of society upon its
members are determined by the nature of that society. A
society is like a person in that it is a living organism and
it has a character. What it wishes to be and strives to become
fixes the responsibility of its members. Thus, when we know
what is a good society, we shall then know also what is good
citizenship. Good citizenship will be the individual's effort to
make his society what it ought to be.
In the first place, a good society is a self-sustaining society.
It has· the power to maintain its life, its existence. It is a
strong society. Now, since a society partakes of the character
of its citizens, a strong society is composed of strong, independent, self-reliant citizens. They bear their own burdens,
pay their own way, stand on their own feet. To this end the
church has always made a worthwhile contribution. Christianity dignifies- honest work, and refuses to condone slackers.
"If any will not work, neither let him eat." Work is good
for the individual, for in his work a man is using his energies
constructively. Work is man's way of maintaining his life,
and it shares the dignity and worth of the life it serves to
maintain. The work itself may range from the menial to the
great professions, from physical toil to artistic creation, but
it can nonetheless be significant. To servants, Christianity
says, "Whatever ye do, work 4eartily as unto the Lord."
And the masters are warned: "Ye have a Master in heaven."
Thus, the status of individuals at th~ opposite poles of society
is dignified and given meaning. There is a special appropriateness in this teaching of the church to the conditions of today. For society is being weakened by a parasitic growth that
saps its vitality and in the long-run is fatal to its life. Certains ones have come to expect their society to be responsible
for them, rather than to think of themselves as responsible
for their society. They want hand-outs, or they want special
economic privileges, or they want subsidies. This "give me"
complex is a far cry f rom the sturdy, proud, economic hardihood of our forefathers. And there is a tell-tale strain that
is evident on the face of our society.
In the second place, a strong society is a cooperative society . .
There is an admitted tension between the competitive aspect
of society, necessarily involved in the economic independence
of its citizens as just described, and the cooperative aspect.
But a strong, dynamic society is always able to blend these
conflicting elements into a higher harmony. The Christian
:tradition of' citizenship training goes back to the beginning
to God's first questions to man-sharp, searching questions
that fastened forever on mankind his primary responsibilities.
"Where art thou?" and "What is this. thou hast done?" God
asked Adam and Eve when they were attempting to dodge
their personal responsibility. "Where is thy brother?" God
demanded of Cain, who was trying to edge out of his social
responsibility. And these questions are still pressed upon us
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in tha t order. We are responsible, each for his own life, but
also :(or the lives of others. The strong are always obligated
t.o help the weak. So that, rather than leaving the weak to
pull society down to their own level of weakness, we are concerned to lift them up to share the strength of the whole. In
our society, therefore, we regard the weak , as unfortunate,
but still worthy of help to achieve their true di gnity of personal independence and self-.reliance. "Bear ye one another's
burdens" is the teaching of the word. Since a society cannot
claim to be stronger than its weakest citizens are strong,
then it is of tremendous importanee that society sees to it that
its weaker members are provided with the opportunities to
becom e stronger. The spirit of the community .is to be seen in
the spirit of mutual concern and helpfulne5s that is exhibited
by the members of the community. None lives to himself nor
for himself if he is a good citizen.
Another side .to this communal spirit is its interest in supporting community programs that are designed for the general
ibenefit. The P. T. A. is a community buifder of recognized
worth. There are other programs that start with the youngsters and include the oldsters, all depending upon the interested suppart and participation of the , members of society
for their effectiveness. A · good citizen recognizes that his
time and energy belong in part to community projects.
Finally, a strong society is a healthy so~iety morally. Its
citizens must be reliable, honest, trustworthy. Where they
are not there is confusion, suspicion, fear, and disorder of
every kind. Immorality is a disease that must be isolated,
doctored, and overcome. When infections are rampant, society
is sick. It can die. Our society today needs desperately to
find healing foi' the ills contracted from the unscrupulous,
the irresponsible, and the corrupt. Their putresence is appalling. As Dr. Willard L. Sperry, in tlte Vircginia Quarterly
Review, has said, "The most E.obering f~ct in the world is the
general decline of conscience." We are suffering the ills of
pervei'ted consciences now. This is evident in that many
follow "the best policy", rather than asking and answering
honestly the basic question of all: "What is· r1ght ?" The
church i1o1sists on this high moral principle. It is· the teaching
of the Christ that no man is moral until he professes his allegiance to what is right and holds inflexibly to what is true.
The Christian man goes beyond the question of what is !ega'"!
to . what is moral. He does not ask what can he do, but rather
what should he do. He knows that truth and right cannot
be bent to devious ways of dt:aling. His moral roots extend
backward through history to Moses, who, upon denouncing
Pharaoh's oppression of the Israelites and rounding up the
oppressed for ''history's first labor walk out," received a set
of ten commandments which made high ltnd pressing demands,
socially and personally, upon the people. The Christian remembers how Amos , the Prophet, hurled rebukes at the easy
evils of his day, and how Elijah, Nehemiah, Jeremiah, :tfosea,
and Micah were scourgers of social and political sin. He is
inspired by John, called the Baptist, who issued a rousing s~m
mons to repentance, not only to individuals; but so pointedly
aimed at high placed sinners that they had to ~hop off his
head to silence his tongue. From the Lord he hears the words:
"Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt hath lost its
savor, wherewith shall it be salted? . . . . Ye are the light of
the world." And he never forgets that his Lord is "the way,
the t ruth, and the life." He knows that the springs of his
morality are hidden in the Lord himself. In this fact is the
power of the church's teaching and life. When men forget
Jesus Christ, they forget t h e constraints that hold them true
to rjght and faithful to truth. Modern times hav·e shown us,
as ancient times have not, that "where there is no God, there
is no man." Hum an values go h an d in band with the divine.
When one is lo.:;t, the other is fo rfeited. What we need today
is a consciousness of God, that we may also be conscious of
the values, the needs, the di gnity of man.
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The Pacific Christian
J. Emmett Wainwright '
"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words
and fair s peeches de'ceive the hearts of the simple" (Rom. 16:
1-7, 18).
Iderutity. The above scripture has been subjected to much
abuse by. extreme partisans; it has been avoided by many, and
made void by others. Who is qualified to do the marking?
Whom dis qualified to be marked? Whose marking meets the
scriptural standard of divine recognition? Those who cause
"divisions" and "o·f fenses" contrary to the teaching of Christ
as handed down (tra dition) by the inspired apostles. Not' divisions among f actions; nor offended offenders of partisan
patronage. Those who use subtle m eans, by direction and indirection, ,of reaching the gullible with s1,1ave (sweet) whisperings--talebearin.g ; brazen or subdued speech which is ·designed to smear the non-partisan in the mind of the innocentsimple. Many would-be markers have wound up badly marked
by clear thinking Christians who are acquainted with the
word of God and humanity>-including the brethren.
Hon~red! Humble and worthy servants of the Lord )lave
been highly honored by three groups of partisan bigots; honored by indirection and exclusion, that is: (1) The speculators who wrest the Scriptures to their own destruction. (2) The
Amalgamists-those endeavoring to merge divergent religious
gr:o ~p s, for or against some human theory, while compro~rusmg on many other errors. (3) The Exclusivites who delight
m parading their self-righteousness as regards means, methods and expedients-rendering unlawful that which is lawful.
Sadly,. the ancient sects of the Israelites-Pharisees, Sadducees,
He~o?Jans, Zealots, and Essen.es have been e:;;:cavated and persomfied; archaeology at its worst. Alas! Some of us have been
seriously marked with many operations on our bodies; scarred
lungs and hearts. Our minds have been scarred with human
blunders because of inefficiency and poor judgment in matters
, incidental-reminders which helped us improve along the rugged
pathway. We contemplate righteous judgment by him who justifies and condemns (Rom. 14:1-12) .

Dedication. "Let your conversation be without covetousness;
and be content with SJUch things as ye have: for he hath said,
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall
do unto me" (•Heb. 13:5, 6).
547 East Walnut Avenue, El Segundo, Calif.
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9:15-10:00 a.m.
10:20-11:20 a.m.
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Tuesday8:30- 9:15
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Is The Young Man Absalom Safe?-Ben F.
Greenhaw
The Christian's Interest in Youth-Hoyt
Bailey
The Spirit of Compromise-E. Winston Burton
Realizations-Herbert Dickey, Jr.
Lunch
Lord's Supper-Floyd Decker
Church Problems-Franklyn Camp
The Church and The Public-Hoyt Bailey
The Conscience-W. C. Quillen

a.m. The Teaching Program of the Church-Leo
Snow
9:15-10:00 a.m. My Life's History-R. C. White /
10:20-11:20 a.m. Open Forum-Gardner Hall
11:20-12:05 p.m. The Deaths of the Bible-A. L. Butler
12:05- 1:45 p.m. Lunch
1:45- 2:30 p.m . Lord's Supper-Floyd Decker
2:30- 3:15 p.m. My Brethren, These Things Ought Not to
Be-Franklyn Camp
7:30- 8:30 p.m. Preaching Out of the Overflow- Gus Nichols
8:30- 9:30 p.m. The Rich Man and Lazarus-B. C. Goodpasture
.Wednesday8:30- 9:15 a.m. North Central States Offer a ChallengeArthur W. Francis
9:15-10:00 a.m. Preaching Out of the Overflow-Gus Nichols
10:20-11:20 a.m. Open Forum-Gardner Hall
11:20-12:05 p.m. The Prodigal Son-B. C. Goodpastu~e
12:05- 1:45 p.m. Lunch
1:45- 2:30 p.m. Lord's Supper-Floyd Decker
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2:30- 3:15 p.m.

LECTURE PROGRAM
ALABAMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Formerly
Montgomery Bible College
Montgomery, Alabama
March 9-13, 1953
Monday8:30- 9:15 a.m.
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The Christian and His Body-Dr. Jerre Watson
7:30- 8:30 p.m. The Bible and Archaeology-Paul Matthews
8:30- 9:30 p.m. Are · Our Christian Colleges An Insult to
Christ ?-Crawford Allen
Thursday8:30- 9:15 a.m. Why Not Do It Here?-Arthur W. Francis
9:15-10:00 a.m. The Christian and His Body-Dr. Jerre Watson
10:20-11:20 a.m. Open Forum-Gardner Hall
11:20-12:05 p.m. The Customs and Superstitions of the Mexican People-Agustin G. Figueroa
12:05- 1:45 p.m. Lunch
1 :45- 2:30 p.m. Lord's Supper-Floyd Decker
2:30- 3:15 p.ni. The Problems of the Church in MexicoAgustin G. Figueroa
7:30- 8:30 p.m. The Church-The Espoused Bride- James R.
1
Cope
· 8:30- 9:30 p.m. God's Eternal Purpose-John T. Lewis
Friday8:30- 9:15 a.m. Recreation-Who Should Provide It?-Ervi;n
Driskill
9:15-10:00 a.m. Counselling Young Preachers-James R.
Cope
10:20-11:20 a.m. Open Forum-Gardner Hall
11:20-12:05 p.m. Christian Courtship arrd Marriage-C. w.
Whitten
12:05- 1:45 p.m. Lunch
1:45- 2:30 p.m. Lord's Supper-Floyd Decker
2:30- 3:15 p.m. The CHurch and Evangelism-Carroll Ellis
7:30- 8:30 p.m. The Problems of a Christian College-Don
Morris
8:30- 9:30 p.m. The Contributions of a Christian College to
Society-George S. Benson
If you have not secured your copy of the new edition
of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, we are no\v
in position to fill all orders.- Buckram binding, $6.00;
Leather binding, $10.00.
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Studies In Galatians {No. 4)
R. C. Bell
Rven when Paul writes about himself, his self-effacement
!before God in both nature a nd religion is apparent. In na'ture: "God, who separated m e, even from my mother's womb";
~in religion : "And called me through his grace, to reveal his
:Son in m e, that I might preach him among the Gentiles"
t1: 15, 16 ). In writing a bout himself, his purpose is ever to
glorify God, never himself. Paul felt that Go d had set him
apart, at the very beginn!ng of his life, from all other men
as his particular apostle to the Centiles. He saw no more
place for human merit. in his religious than in his fleshly
life. Both were gifts entrusted from God . "When God gets
ready to do something great for fallen man, he begins with
a baby." Cosmopolitan Paul surely was a divinely prepared
and appointed man unto the apostleship for Gentile nations.
How many such appointed servants God now has scattered
over the earth is something to think about. "Is anyth ing too
hard (or too good) for Jehovah?" (Gen. 18:14) .
In the closing verses of chapter one, P'aul proves that he
needs neither instruction nor authentication f r om other apostles: first, before he saw an apostle, he preached successfully
in Damascus (Acts 9:29-3 5 ); seco nd, when he first went to
Jerusalem three years a fter his conversion, he saw none of
"the twelve" except Peter; and third, after this short, inconse quential visit with Peter he independently executed an
extended, fruitful ministry in Syria and Silicia. He might
have told the Gat"atians that he also brought the gospel to
them, without further contact with th e apostl.es.
During all these years the churches of Judrea, thou gh they
had not met Paul, knew the story of his life, "and glorified
Go·d in" him. In Paul's writing the Galatians that Judrean
brethren, who had never seen him, thanked God for him,
I think I see gentle rebuke and tender plea ding for the alienated Galatians, who had known him in closest, personal intimacy, and who had until so recently loved and trusted him
fuUy. Paul was shocked and deeply hurt by their capricious
desertion of him and the gospel. Not this human hurt, however, but the fact that "the truth of the gospel" was endang&red, accounts for his determination not to compromise
the independence of his apostleship.
Paul 's object in the first two chapters of Galatians is to
s.how that he, individually and independently, received his
apostolic commission from Christ after he ascended to his
Father, just as. the original apostles , collectively, received
· theirs from him before he ascended . In the first cha pter, he
boldly affirms that upon this prime fact he stakes his authority as an aj}'ostle, gives historical evidence that his work
was approved by GoQ, and takes oath ("before God, I lie
not") that his affirmation and collateral proof are true .
How earnest, positive and final he is about the apostleship
being two·f old. Now, he is ready in the second chapter to
make his second argument, namely, that the church in Jerusalem formally endorsed him as an independent apostle. with
a new work from God.
Paul Vindicated in Jerusalem
(Gal. 2:1-10)
The unity and fellowship of the church in Antioch, . composed largely of Gentile Christians, was soon disrupted by
the coming of legalists; "deceitful men," from Judrea, who
taught the · necessity of circumcision for Gentile disciples. Inasmuch as this heresy perverted Christianity so as to destroy
its very foundation principle, "Paul and Barnabas had no
small dissension and questioning with them" (Acts 15:2).
But it was the wisdom and will of God that this constitutional
question pertaining to the all-sufficiency of his grace in
·Christ should be taken to Jerusalem, where the church began, that "the apostles and the elders, with the whole church"
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there, guided by the Holy Spirit, should go into the matter
thoroughly, and with deliberation and finality hand down a
decision once for all. Consequently, under God's overruling
providence, "The brethren (at Antioch) appointed that Paul
and Barnabas . . . should go to Jerusalem . . . about this
qu es tion" (Acts 15:2). (These passages in Calatia and Acts
refer to the same occasion, supplement each other, and should
th erefore be studied together) .
Let us now consid er the use Paul makes of this divinely
prearranged, pivotal meeting in his second argument to
establish his independent apostleship. He says that he "went
up by revelation" to Jerusalem, taking with him Titus. Titus,
being Paul's Gentile fellow-worker who had never been circumcised, would be a test case in the atmosphere to bring
out the Christian truth .
Some in the meeting who did not understand how differently grace and law work in the human soul, probably
thought that much ado was being made over a small matter,
but to Paul, who saw into the heart of things, greatest issues were involved. With him it was a matter of life or
death, for if the de cision should be circumcision for Titus,
"the truth of the gospel," Christian liberty, and his years
of work among the Gentiles would all be lost. But he so
skillfully presented the whole truth and so boldl:y stood his
ground against the troublemak ers "privily brought in, who
came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ
Jesus, that the y might bring us into bondage," that the church
decided Titus, having access to all Christian privileges and
blessings already, could "press on unto perfection" without
being circumcise:d. Therefore, Christianity, free from restrictions of rite and race, is a universal religion.
Moreover, Paul tells the Galatians that the other apostles
imparted nothin g to him .. Rather, when they saw that God
had entrusted him with the apostleship to the Gentiles as
he had Peter with the apostleship to the Jews, and when they
saw the grace that was given to him, Peter, James, and John,
" They who were r eputed to be pillars," gave him and Barnabas "the right hands of fellowship." Doubtless the Judaizers
in Galatia had said that the leaders in Jerusalem stood with
them, but Paul by showing instead that they were with him,
turned the tables on them. Paul's vindication and triumph were
incomplete. The perverters of the gospel suffered a crushing
defeat. When the church in Antioch, where the question came
to a head, heard of the divinely ordained division of the
apostleship between Paul and Peter, and other results of the
meeting, "they rejoiced for the consolation." Neither Antioch
nor Galatia nor any other place of any time or country
should have never been troubled again by the mixture of
the systems of law and grace.
Lands of the Bible, 624 pages, one of the greatest
books written by J. W. McGarvey - ----- ---- -Commentary on the Entire Bible
. by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown ------------Commentary on Hebrews by Milligan -------------Fourfold Gospel by McGarve;v-Pendleton ----------The One-Volume Bible Commentary, covering the
entire Bible by J . R. Dummelow -------------Commentary on Romans by Moses E. Lard ---------Commentary on the Book of Romans
by R. L. Whiteside ------------------------Commentary on First Corinthians
by Lipscomb-Shepherd -----------------------------Commentary on Second Corinthians and Galatians
by Lipscomb-Shepherd ---------------- - ------------Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians
by J. W. Shepherd ____ ___ _---- -------- --------------

4.50
7.95
2.50
3.50
5.00
3.00
3.00
3.00 '

2.50
3.00
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible

Say~

A Business-Woman Converted to Christ!
Does this title sound familiar? You might think we were
talking about some respected business woman of today. But
jWe are talking about a business woman, a saleswoman for
·expensive purple cloth, who was three hundred miles away
from her home on a business trip. She is Lydia, and you will
.read of her conversion to Christ in' Acts 16:14-15.
You remember that last week we noticed · that Paul saw a
man in a vision saying: "Come over into Macedonia and help
us." He came to Macedonia (northern Greece) and to the
Roman colony-city of Philippi. He went out to find Jewish
worshippers on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath. But instead
.of a man he found a group of women worshipping God according to the old Law of Moses. Paull preached Christ to her
and the Lord opened her heart to receive the gospel that was
>preached and she and her "household" or companions with her
were baptized.
In this simple account of these women obeying the gospel we
have the first story of the church of Christ spreading to the
continent of Europe. Small beginnings are not to be despised.
This small beginning grew on the continent of Europe until
millions became simple New Testament Christians. This beginning resulted in more impact upon the life of Europe than
the marches of Caesar, Charlemagne, Napoleon, or Hitler.
Who can tell what will be the impact of the planting of this
same seed of the Kingdom, the Word of God, in the hearts of
.s incere people in Japan, China, Germany and France, Italy,
and Africa today?
Let us notice one or two questions that may be asked about
this case-history of conversion. First, some have wondered
,w hy these moral, religious women needed to obey the gospel.
They were living in ~od conscience before God according to
the law of Moses. Why did they need to change? It matters
not how mO'ral one may be, he or she needs to hear the gospel
of Jesus Christ, to bilieve in him as the Son of God, and
trusting him, rQpent and put him en in baptism (Gal. 3:27).
So we plead with all good, moral citizens not to depend upon
.their own morality for salvation, but to throw themselves upon
the mercy of God through Jesus Christ. If morality alone iS
tenough to save us, then Jesus died in vaim on the cross.
1 Secondly, some wonder how the Lord opened Lydia's heart?
Nothing in the text indicates a miracle. The Lord knew of
her sincerity as he did of Cornelius' and guided Paul to her
to preach the gospel which "is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth . . . " (Rom. 1:16). Paul explains this further by saying that it pleased God by the
"'foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor.
1:21). If you will sincerely read the gospel or hear it preached
today God will grant you an open heart to believe and obey
it as Lydia did.
Thirdly, some have wondered if the househoM of Lydia included infants and if this passage authorized infant baptism?
There is no reference to infants. It seems from verse 13 that
her household consisted of "women," · who probably helped
her in her business. Meyer states that of the baptism of infants "no trace is found in the New Testament." Neither the
New Testament nor secular history bears witness that infants were ever baptized in the first century. Jesus said:
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved . . ." (Mark
·~6:16). Children do not need to be saved because they are
not yet guilty of sin. Baptism for infants grew out of the
later human doctrine that children are born in sin and damned.
The Bible doesn't so teach. New Testament baptism is only

for penitent believers. Children are innocent of sin and are
not old enough to l(elieve. They should be brought to maturity
by devoted Christian parents who teach them the way of the
Lord.

"When I Was A Child"
John W. Hedge
In the Firm Foundation, issue of November 25, there appeared an article by Brother Robert P. Stewart under the
above heading. The article has to do with the attitude of
certain brethren toward others whom they regard as teachers of error in the churches of Christ. Brother Stewart tells
us that there have been "whispering campaigns" and "printed
reverberations" carried on and that such has resulted in "some
fine preachers and other brethren being 'black-balled' in the
brotherhood," and adds that "such is nothing short of emanations from the pit." Continuing he says, "The mf>st effective
way at present to turn a sizable portion of the brotherhood
against a man is to call him a name: 'Premillennialist,' 'modernist,' 'softie,' etc. To call one a 'premillennialist' is probably
the most popular way to damage a man's influence in the
church. The reason for this is that in recent years much has
been done to make known the error of this pseudo-theory, and
yet there are many among us who know little or nothing about
it."
To the above I would add that it is certainly wrong to
falsely accuse anyone whether in "whispering campaigns,"
"printed reverberations" or otherwise. But if there be those in
the churches of Christ who are actually guilty of teaching
premillennialism and modernism, is it wrong to "mark them"
by calling them what they are? Do we not need to safeguard the churches against the inroads of error? If one is
not tuilty of teaching these and other errors in the churches
it would be an easy matter for that one to defend himself
against all fatse charges b.y "reproving and rebuking" those
who are actually guilty of such. I am persuaded that the
apologetic attitude of certain "fine preachers and other brethren" for those who actually teach these errors is the · thing
which has led to the charges referred to in Brother Stewart's
' article. When those who teach the "pseudo-theory" of premillennialism are held up as "martyrs" and "persecuted" such
strengthens the hands of the wicked and he will not turn
from his way. I'd rather have my lot cast with those who are
reproving and rebuking such teachers than .to be aligned with
those who are apologizing for their disastrous work in the
churches. Church discip!.ine of false teachers can never be effective so long as we have those who apologize for it. We
need to remember the admonition, "If there come anY' unto
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into yolH'
house, neither bid him Godspeed. For he that biddeth him
Godspeed is a partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John 10, 11).
.Jacksonville, Texas.
Campbell-McCalla Debate, one of the greatest or
Campbell's debates --- - - -- - ------------------ 3.00
Campbell-Owen Debate on Infidelity --------------- 3.00
Manual of Church History, Newman, one or the most
popular, 2-volume set ----- ------------------- 6.00
The Search for Ancient Order, Earl West,
Vols. 1 and 2, the set ------------------------ 8.{)0
'
Johnson's
People's New Testament, 2 vols. ---------- 6.00
The same in lots of six sets ------------------ 30.00
Outlines of Bible History by B. S. Dean ------------ 3.00
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WORLD WIDE EVANGELIZATION
The world today sorely needs the glorious gospel of
the Christ. It needs his law, his teaching, his promise
of life and hope. The gospel of the first century was
carried to all the world. This was the order of the
Savior in the great commission, and the apostles faithfully carried out their Lord's instruction. They went
everywhere preaching the word with a confidence,
diligence, and persistence that became the amazement
of all the peoples in all lands. They were fully persuaded that their message was from heaven, and that
it was world-wide and age-lasting, and they faced the
most obstinate, determined and persistent opposition
with a calm, resolute determination and an unconquerable courage that led them through the most violent
persecution and even to death in defense of the gospel they preached. Never were men mor consistent
and united in what they taught and more courageous
in its proclamatism.
And today it is the same gospel that the world needs.

The apostles of our Lord in the first century of the
Christian era were sent forth to herald the glad tidings to the whole creation. The people of that day and
age are all gone; they slumber in the dust to await
the resurrection. And all the generations succeeding
one another during the centuries since that time were
entitled to the precious message of hope in the gospel of Christ. What is our attitude toward our obligations and duties in view of the fact that through
God's good and gracious providence, we have heard the
gospel, and share heaven's benevolent promises in the
pardon of our sins and the salvation of the soul? Most
assuredly as faithful men in Christ we are under obligation to the extent of our ability and opportunity to
preach the gospel to all the world. At the present time
much is being done to tell the glad story in many
parts of the world and thousands are being saved. In
this we rejoice and our hearts go out in gratitude to
all of those who are engaged in a service at once so
important, so benevolent, so grand and glorious. They
should have ouT cooperation, our prayers and fellowship.

ST. JOHNS, NEWFOUNDLAND

FROM UVALDE, TEXAS

Alvin 0. Stevens
I have corresponded with a small group of service personnel in St. John's, Newfoundland, recently who have done
what I did not do while I was there. They h ave begun the
Lord's work in that country. I feel the Lord himself had a
hand in it since all has worked out so timely. (Their work
begun and our preparation being complete in June).
The few Christians meeting in St. John's (15) have informed me that $300 per month would cover the "bare necessities" of an "economizing couple." The few that meet
there (15) feel they can support one couple to the extent
of $ 15 0 per month. Think of it! If 15 people l ove the Lord
enough to sacrifice and enable his church to be planted in
Newfoundland, surely of the one and one-half million (roughly) that claim they love the Lord, we shouLd be able to
raise $450 a month to enable those who really desire to
work with these people an opportunity to fulfil the r esponsibility we all have to the Lord.
In short, two couples are ready and desirous to go to
Newfoundland in June of 19 53 to preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ. They are anxious that some zealous and experienced
preacher and his wife go with them to lead them in the
work. One of the young men has spent a year • among the
people and knows many of their ways and habits. Finances will
run $300 per month per couple ($150 already promised by
the 15 service personnel and families.) Oversight of the
work is something which must be a<:cepted by some s trong,
interested elder ship.
We pray that all will earnestly consider our plea and let
us hear from you. We are willing to furnish you with all
the information we have and will obtain in the future. Pray
for us whether -you can support us or not.
•
Box 454, Station A, Searcy, Arkansas.

The ch urches in Southwest T exas are growing, but there
is still much to be done. There are many small, weak con.:.
gregations and then, vast areas without a member of the
church. I r ecall with pleasure at many times, going out with
faithfu l gospel preachers where there were few or no members at all, pitching our tent, going among the people, calling their attention to our work and mission and bringing together large crowds to hear us preach and sing the .gospel.
Fifty-tva men were baptized in one such meeting. Plain,
sound preaching, coupled with good gospel singing made the
occasion of many people dedicating t he ir lives to the service
of Christ. I am destitute of words to express my esteem and
appreciation of such preachers. They seemed to have a love
for the souls of men, and were imbued with a sort of godly
jealousy-not willing for the devil to take such a heavy toll
of precious souls. They did not seek the smooth, even places,
but rather chose the hard, difficult places. May the Lord
reward them for their devotion to him . There are millions of
young people, and perhaps as many adults, ready to hear the
story of the cross right here in our reach. The work of leading people to Christ affords much joy, happiness and comfort.
A preparation of heart, as well as an ability to teach and
preach, is involved in such work. Chirst would say, "Why
stand yo u here all the day idle. Go out into the highways
and hedges and constrain them to come in" (Luke 14:23).
How. many vacant lots and shady spots on the banks of
the rivers are there where people. should be 'g athered and
taught the way of salvation this spring and summer?
REPORT FROM CAMP KOKURA
\

The wo rk at Camp Kokura, Japan , was started in August,
1952, with services being held each Sunday at the Camp
Kokura chapel, and mid-week Bible study being held in one
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of the homes. Our crowds vary from about eight to a high
of about sixteen. We are favored on occasions with men
from Korea who are visiting in Japan on leave. It is believed that we would have more visitors if members of the
church in the states who have relatives in Korea would tell
them of the work in Kokura. Kokura has one of the three
rest centers for Korean fighting men, so if you have a friend
or rel ative in Korea! please notify him of the work here so
if he does come to Camp Kokura he can contact us .•
In December, 1952, we baptized a soldier (Pfc. Robert
Kenn erman from Alabama) and on F ebruary 11, 1953, we
baptized a Japanese student who has been attending our
services regularly for several months. We were very happy
at his obedience, and pray that he may be a source of reaching other Japanese. We plan to put him in touch with some
of the regular missionaries in Japan, in order that they may
lend encouragement to him, and po;;sibly result in his attending the Christian school at Ibaraki, Japan.
.
As the situation now stands, all of the members who att end regularly and take an active part in the work will be
returning to the states during 1953. We are praying that
others may move in t-o this area to carry on the work.
Brother Doyle White, a Warrant Officer, stationed at th e
U. S. Army Hospital in Fukuoka (.A.PO 1105, c; o P.M., San
Francisco, California) has started a work at Itazuke Air
Base, about ten miles fro~ Fukuoka, and about 50 miles
from Kokura. If you know any members ·Of the ch urch in
that vicinity, please have them contact Brother White at
the hospital or at his home at Itazuke Air Base.-ROLAND
JOHNSON, 1st Lt., Hq . 44lst CIC Det., APO 3, cj o P.M.,
San Francisco, California; 0. V. RIPLEY, SFC, 8048th AU,
.A.P'O 3, c;o P.M., San Francisco, California.

ANOTHER "OAK RIDGE" BEING BUILT IN
SOUTHERN OIDO

E. L. Flannery
The federal government has already begun construction
on the one billion two hundred and nineteen million dollar
atomic plant in Pike County, Ohio. Workers will be pouring
into \ this area in increasing numbers, reaching an estimated
peak of nearly 30,000 in about two years . When completed
the plant will need at least 4000 operators. Many members
of the church of Christ have worked on all previous A.E.C .
projects, at Oak Ridge, Tennessee; Augusta, Georgia; Richland , Washington, and Paducah, Kentucky. The church has
been g reatly strengthened in all places where these atomic
projects have been built by the government. We hope such
will be true in Southern Ohio, where digression swept so
clean some decades ago. To enable Chri:;>tians to easily find
a place of worship we list below all churches within close
range of the atomic project. Brother Walter Nichols, who is
working w4th the congregations of Scioto County, has been
designated to contact Christians moving into the Piketon
area. His address is: 709 Adams Street, Portsmouth, Ohio.
He is able to supply information concerning the churches
herein listed, as well as any other congregation even in a
wider circle than m entioned here. Let me strongly urge all
parents to write Brother Nichols if you have Christian children moving to this project, giving him their names and addresses. They need not miss a single Lord's day assemb ly.
Following is the list of towns, addresses, and people to be
contacted:
Portsmouth, Ohio, Grant and Summit Streets, Bill Fain,
minister, Ed Bachman, elder; Sciotoville, Ohio, Harding Avenue, Alvin C. Bullington, minister, Roger Brady, elder;
Friendship, Ohio, one-half block off U.S. Rout-e 52, Drew
Book, Buena Vista, Ohio; Lily Chapel, 12 miles east of
Portsmouth on State Route 140, Everett Lemon, Wheelerburg,

Ohio; Sunshine, 2 miles ·south of Minford on State Route 3 3 5,
D. L. Coriell, Rt. 2, Sciotoville, Ohio; Chillicoth!'l, Ohio, 1 90
South Hickory Street, one block off U.S. Route 35, E. H.
Bethel, Route 3, Chillicothe, Ohio, . or. phone H. Hooper,
3-0378, Chillicothe; Golden Gate, Ohio, 7 miles southwest of
Chillicothe on State Route 8, Francis Brofft, Route 8, Chillicothe; Elm Grove, 15 miles west of Waverly and one mile
west off State Route 77 2, L. M. Gleason, Route 1, Piketon;
Jackson, Ohio, Memorial Building, Broadway and Walnut
Streets, Raymond Foster, 75 N. Bennett Street; Bethel, Between McArthur and Hamden on State Route 75.
(Save this list of congregations for further reference)

FROM JOHN F. WOLFE

My last two meetings with churches in Mexico resulted in
ten baptisms. The six who obeyed the gospel at Jimenez included a man who will have much influence for good, and
two splendid young men.
On arriving in Jimenez, the first thing I noticed was a
printed "Open Letter" plastered prominently on a wall. It
was signed by the leader of a Catholic organization and denounced Brother Rodriguez, our preacher there, as a heretic
and false teacher. It appealed to almost every prejudice, and
concluded with the assertion that the people would never
give up their religion or be de-Mexicanized -through the influence of dollars sent from the United States of America.
Notwithstanding such tactics, Brother Rodriguez has gained
the respect of a majority of the people, including town officials and businessmen. The church there is growing.
Sabinas, where my next meeting was held, is a thriving
town in Northern Coahuila. Brother Lazaro Cisneros preaches
for this congregation of about 30 members, though without
any regular support. The last Sunday of the meeting we
held our Bible school on the banks of the river, fbllowed
by the baptismal service for the four who had confessed
their faith.
This church, though small, is active in service. Two of the
sisters have regular days for visiting, and one of the men,
Brother Romulo Cantu, has begun a mission work in the
near-by town of Agujita where he has had as many as 36
present to hear the gospel. I promised to return to this field
in May.
I shall continue to devote much of my time to these mission meetings among our churches in Mexico. Next week I
will be in Matamoros, then two weeks in Torreon. Churches
interes ted in spreading the gospel in Mexico are invited to
have fellowship. Special need at present is for support for a
few of our Mexican preachers who are preaching with no
promise of help whatsoever, and at great sacrifice. Write me
if you are interested.
1353 W. Levee Street, Brownsville, Texas.

TIDRD ANNUAL LECTRUESHIP AT CENTRAL CHRJSTIAN
L. R. Wilson
The third annual lecture program will be held March 30
through April 2 at Central Christian College in Bartlesville,
Oklahoma. The theme will be, "Faith Working by Love."
There will be five sessions each day, beginning at 10: 3 0 each
morning. The schedule will be as follows: 10:30 a.m., 11:1!>
a.m ., 2:30 p.m., 3: 15 p.m., and 7:30 p.m.
A special feature of the lectureship this year will be a series of panel discussions each afternoon at the 2:15 period.
Speakers will be assigned particular subjects to discuss at
these panel sessions, after which it will be open for questions
and general discussion.
A wide range of speakers is being selected to participate
this year from a large state area.
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Houston P. Hollis, Metropolis, Illinois,
Joe H. ltlorris, 2707 Ky Avenue, Paducah,
Kentucky, F'ebruary 16:
Good attendance February 16: Two were baptized yesterday,
and interest with one baptiz ed at Clements hu sband and wife. The work continues hsre
in a very fine way. F'loyd Deck e r will be
Street yesterday.
with us in a meeting beginning first SunCleon Lyles, Little Rock, Arkansas, F eb - day in Ap r !!.
ruary 19: The church in Nashville, Arkan.sas, closed a meeting a few days ago in
ltlartin Kamstra, Box 143, McCamey, Texwhich I preached. Five were baptize d and as, Februar y 16: One was baptized and one
one was r es tored. My brother, Robert, is restored in McCamey during January. One
doing good work w ith this church.
was baptiz ed and one r esto red during recent
·six night mission meeting in T exo n. Five
Ross ,v, Dye, 408 N. Marshall, Ol<lahoma were baptized in mission m ee ting last fall
City 10, Oklahoma, F ebru ary 1&: One was a t Rankin, Texas.
baptized and one restored h ere yesterday.
:ttl. E. Wal<lrum, Box 446, Santa Rosa, New
We had a ne,w r ecord attendance in Bible
School, and every phase of the work Is on Mexico , Feb ruary 18: 'l'h ere have been four
the increase.
ba.ptisms r ecently. Attendance has h eld up
well through th e winter. Tourists plann in g
Cornelius C. Abbott, 401 N . Park, Semi- to come through Santa Rosa should stop
nole; Okla homa:
Four were b a ptized and over for worship.
'.rhr ee of the l eading
four placed m e mb ership h e r e during Janu- highways, 66, 84, 54, come through h ere.
ary. We broke all records las t Sunday In Brother Grandol Forehand of Las V~as
Bible study attendance and contribution. holds our meeting April 5-12.
Two placed m emb ership.
Nyal D. Royse, Norma ndie Avenue at 64th
James A. Cox, 512 Earl Garrett Street, Street, Los Angeles 44, California, January
Kerrville, Texas, February 13:
The work 6: Many inquiries have come in and acat Kerrville is certainly encouraging.
In cording to plans we are to leave New York
the past two weeks there have b ee n five June 15 and arrive bacl< here July 3. Space
baptisms and two restored.
The attend- is very scarce and we are making every
ance and interest sems to be on the incr ease. effort to materialize the trip this month.
Tha t will insure our res ervations. I will
ltlalcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Hunt- keep you posted about the trip from time
lngton Park, California, February 16: Yes- to time.
terday three more w ere added to the congregation. A young couple were baptized,
A. R. Holton, 145 Fifth Avenue, North,
and a lady plac ed membership. The Lord Nashville 3, Tennessee, February 16: Cen is prospering us, indeed.
tral Church of Christ, Nashville, Tenness ee,
,s pent $7,38()-.35 for benevolent purposes in
Silas Trlvlett, 812 Clark, Marlin, Texas, th e city of Nashville outside of the United
February 19: Two placed membership and Charities. This was the largest contribuone was baptized here recently. We have tion of any church in Nashville for this
visitors from many places who come here purpose. This work is carried out by Mrs.
for th e mineral baths. Buy you a home in J. B. Isom U.nder the direction of the elders
this friendly town of 7,0'00 population. The of the church.
climate in this part of Texas is grand.
Sam ~Iedford, Route 1, Box 456, Creswell,
Paul T. Dumm, 35 Piedmont Ave nue, ·, oregon , February 16: The London Church
Charleston, South Carolina, February 16: We of Christ, twelve miles south of Cottage
.are happy to report one restoration and four Grove, and 35 miles from Eugene in the
to place membership in the past two weeks. Willamette Valley, wants a preach er who
-Ground is being broken today for a bulld- will support himself partially and preach.
1ng for the colored congregation in Charles- They will pay twenty dollars a week and
.t on. Truly the L ord is blessing our efforts. have a furnished house close to the church.
For further information, write E. M. McJames W. Huggins, Box 72, Gunter, Texas, Ewen, Black Butte Route, Cottage Grove,
February 16: Four have placed membership Oregon.
with the Co llege Hill church since the first
of th e year. One of the four came from
w. F. Showers, Box 104, Pleasanton, Texthe Christian Church, two from the anti- as, February 16: Robert C. Welch, former
class church and one moved to the Home. minister here and now of Louisville, KenWhen near here, come and worship with tucky, will preach in our spring meeting
us and visit the Home for the Aged.
which begins on Sunday, March 22, and
A. E. Findley, R efugio, Texas, February
16: The church here has asked us to remain another year and gave us a raise in
salary. Brother C. R. Nichol will hold our
spring m ee ting April 1-12. We are fortunate
in securing the services of this great man
of God. We have ordered more seats to accommodate our increased attendance.
Oliver ltlurray, 421 Oaklawn, Lafayette,
Louisiana, February 19:
Please note the
change of dates of our singing school and
gospel m eeting. We had announced them
to be March 23-28 and May 4-1 5. The corrected dates are: Singing school with T. A.
Nicks, March 15-2 2; gospel m eeting with
Gus Nichols, March 23-April 2.

closes on Wednesday, April 1. Nine have
r esponded to the Lord's invitation since the
first of the year with four of these for baptism. I shall be with the church in Fritch,
Texas April 13-23. John Broseh is the ministe r there.
Earl E . McCord, Corning, Arkansas, February 19: We had two restorations February 8. Brother Edgar Knaeble, a German
boy, who i s studying at Harding College,
was with us and preached at the eleven
o'clock and evening services. Brother Marshall Corn e r will be with us in July for our
m eeting. I have some time not t aken y et
I could help you in your meeting l ead ing
th e singi ng or teaching the congregation to
s ing better.

J. D. Plnk<'rton, 7036 Marcell Street, Austin, T exas , F ebruary 17: Both services l ast
Sunday showed an in crease in attendance.
Four were restored to the ir first love at
the morning serv ice, two men a nd their
wives. One young m a n confessed wrongs
a t the evenin g service. Our place of worship is at 31 San Marcos Street, which is
two bloc l<s sou th of East First and one
block east of Bast Avenue.
Herb Slvinney, Box 7, Coleman, T exas,
February 7: Please notice my change of
address. I am now working with the church
in Coleman, T exas. Brother Dan Fogerty
l eft the church in splendid order. The Coleman church has five qualified eld ers and
twelve active deacons. We ar e enjoying a
mid-week attendance of over 300 with over
600 in Lord's day morning s ervices. One
has been baptized and two have been restored to their first love since last week.

Walter W. Leamons, Junction, Texas, February 8: Here at T enth Street church we
are busy in preparation for the meeting to
be conducted by Brother Marshall Davis,
minister of the Fairgrounds Road church
in San Angelo. In addition to 48 hours a
week spent in secular work, the good Lord
gives me strength and opportunity to visit
the sick, bury the dead, and . proclaim the
uns earchable riches of Christ. What more
could one want of life?
Lee Starnes, 1238 E. Bennett, Springfield,
Missouri, February 16:
On January 9, I
underwent surgery in Willls-Knighton Memorial Hospital in Shreveport, Louisiana.
Recovery has been speedy, and I am now
r eady to get into the work again. I am
anxious to be busy preferably in evangelistic work. I have some very choice time
open for meetings. If you need a meeting,
please contact me at above address. I will
go wherever needed.
I would especially
like to have some meetings in Texas.
Robert A,. Hawkins, 2129 Madeira Drive,
N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico, February
19: The seven months old Netherwood Park
congregation here in Albuquerque moves
along nicely with new records set in some
department nearly ev<!ry Lord's day.
The
m e mbership has a lready reached 125, and
the contribution is near $2.00 per member.
Recently four have been baptized and several restored and identified with us. The
:·s pirit of the work is the finest which is
certainly an inspiration to all.
John H. Banister, 3014 Skillman Avenue,
Dallas, Texas, February 18: During January twelve were added to this congregation;
eleven being identified and one baptized.
Three have been baptized the last week
with about six or eight placing membership.
Interest and attendance are good. The annual city wide Teacher Training Courses
of the Dallas churches of Christ will be
held here at Skillman Avenue church March
2-6. All churches in this area are invited
to attend. Batsell BarrP.tt Baxter holds our
~Spring meeting March 15-22.
R. c. Copeland, 01arendon, Texas, F e bruary 15:
The Firm Foundation is getting
better and better as time go es along. The
special issu e was wonderful. Brother Young
a nd all who helped with that edition are
to be commended. Some of the subscribers
here asked m e to write and t ell you how
much tl)ey enjoy th e Firm Foundatio n. Keep
up your good work. We are well into our
third year with this congregation.
Good
prospects for the future growth of this
co n gregat ion, and the d esire to grow spiritu ally gives us encouragement.
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Paul S. Gray, P. 0. Box 573, Bowie, Texas,
February 9: Attendance and contr ibution s
are holding up well in spite of sickness.
One as been baptized this year.
March 1
Weslie Mic k ey of Fort Worth begins our
spring meeting. March 15 - 25 I will be In
a meeting at Nocona. April 12 I begin at
Beckley, Vlrest Virginia, and April 26 at
Seventh Avenue in Columbus, Ohio.
J. T. 1\larlin, 1503 McCaulley, Sweetwater,
Texas, February 16:
Two were baptize·d,
one placed memb ership and three were restored from the Christ ian Church here yesterday.
Those repudiating the errors of
the Christian Church were an elder of the
First Christian Church here, his wife, and
.mother. Our Sunday ev e ning services are
now being broadcast over KXOX each Sunday evenin g from 6 to 7 o'clock.

w. L. Fritts, 1707 W. Sth, Texarkana, T exas:
The interest at Rose Hill Church of
Christ continues to be very good. We are
now working in the s ixth year with this
fine g roup of Christian people. Since the
first of this year, we have baptized thirteen, and had five to confess wrongs, and
two to unite with this happy and growing
congregation.
Our new auditorium was
filled to almost overflowing last Lord's
day. We are having a well filled house at
every service. We would be glad to have
you visit u s.
Dale Sexson, Box 47<1, Andrews, Texas:
Since moving here six m0nths ago, we closed
out the year with s ixty additions in our
work. Preston Cotham just recently closed
a meeting here in which fifteen were added; eight by baptism. Among those baptlzed one had been a skeptic and two were
formerly Baptists.
Since the meeting one
has been baptized, one restored, and new
attendance records set for Bible Study and
worship. Palmer Wheeler of Memphis, Texas, will be with us in a sing in g school the
latter part of March. Interest and attendance are at an all time high in Andrews .
Wyndnl II. Jlutlson, Box 130, New Deal,
Texas, Fe,bruary 12: I am planning on a
return trip to Italy come June of this year.
Any cong r egations interested in this mission program might contact me at the above
address. References are Joe R. Chisholm,
Box 786, Brownfield, elder of that church;
Harrison Mathews, Harris and Irving, San
Angelo, Sponsors of Carl Mitchell; New Deal
Church of Christ, abova address; and M.
Norvel Young, Broadway, Lubbock.
Our
support has not all been promised as of
today, but I feel s ur e there are many who
would contribute if they were informed. It
was my privilege to labor in Catholic rtaly·
for 32 months, and I am indeed anxious to
return there with my wife, and take up my
labors once again.
E. W. Stovall, Edmonton Road, Glasgow,
Kentucky, February 16: Since my last report there hav e been two baptisms, two
r~storations, and five to place membership
with the church here. There are many others who are almost ready to obey who are
sectarians. We have had over forty additions to our local congregation since I came
here the first of May. The church is en joying its greatest progress at this present
time. We are doing more work than ever
before.
Our contributions are the highest
in the history of the church. We are conducting a daily radio broadcast, and the
results are gratifying. We are being felt
over the coverage. When passing through
our section plan to worship with us. You
will find a welcome.
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E. C. lUcKenzle, Box 1164, Montgomery,
Alabama,- February 16: Our work at Ca toma Street continues t~ make steady prog ress. Last Wednesday night I baptized a
Baptist husband and father . Yesterday a
man and his wife placed membership with
us.
The fut>are seems bright and we are
happy in his service.
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I ever saw.
Th'e y could hardly get the
groceries in the kitchen, and they received
seventy-five dollars in money. He has r e covered from his operation and is preaching twice a month at Nolanville. He should
b e wh ere he could preach and labor with
some congregation all the time.
He and
his wife are faithful servants of the church
-pay or no pay. If you have a friend or
John G. Bills, 4133 Middl es ex Drive, San relative whom you wish to convert, send
Diego 16, California, F e bruary 16: We had me the name and I will send a copy of my
a very profitable day with the Linda Vista book.
The church here has paid for it.
congregation yesterday. Nine responded to
h e aven's invitation.
'l'hree of the number
Dale Sexson, Box 174, Andrews, Texas:
were baptized into Christ. They all came The church here sponsore d me in a meeting
from the sect world. One was a Catholic at Ok e ene, Ok lahoma.
The church there
and one a Baptist.
The first Sunday of is getting started but doing well. Six were
March, the Linda Vista congregation will baptized during the meeting.
In Andrews
be five years old. We have had 928 re- eleven have placed membership, one restored
sponses in all, with 225 being baptized into a nd seven have been baptized the past
Christ. More than 100 came from the Cath - month.
This makes thirty-four additions
olios, and all but fifteen came from the since the first of the year. Attendance and
sect world.
Glory to God!!
contribution records have been broken since
the first of the year. Our building is full
Leon Savage, McKinney, Texas, February every Sunday.
21: The work with the Davis Street church
in McKinney is becoming a great challenge.
T. B. Crews, 105 Hardy Avenue, Corsicana,
The work Is certainly on the upward move. Texas, February 10: Sunday night a young
We have a daily radio program (Monday- husband, father of two children, was bapFriday).
This program is over our local tized into Christ. When I moved here !a
station KMAE and can be heard for a 100 October of 1951 I conducted a short eight
mile radius. Much interest is being mani- day meeting. In that meeting the wife of
fested by the radio work, and we are look- this young husband and father was baping forward to a great worlt this year. ' tized along with another grown young l ady.
One has been baptized in direct results of All three of these baptisms were the result
the radio work, and others are about ready. of personal work done by one of our very
Truly when Jesus said,
"Teach them to fine families here at the North Beaton
observe all things whatsoever I have com- Street church.
Other families here have
manded you, and lo I am with you always." likewise done personal work which has reIn connection with our radio work we offer sulted in baptisms during the time I have
the audience the free correspondence course. labored here.
Pulpit preaching must be
Many are enrolled.
When in McKinney, done but I sincerely believe that individual
worship with us.
evangelism is the most effective and last in g.
D. H. PerkJns, 2,005 South Lincoln Street,
Denver, Colorado, February 18: The church
Elton D. DUbee!<, 1335 G r a n a da Drive, New
at this place is encouraged with the high - :Orleans 22, Louisiana, February 18: Please
est average attendance for regular services notice my new address. It has been chan ged
in the history of this congregation.
Re- because of some re-zoning in our part of
cently both the morning and evening serv - the city. We began our work with the CarIces on Lord's day surpassed all previous rollton Avenue ch urch in New Orl eans the
attendance records for regular services. On last week in January and are persuaded
February 8, a fine man who is now up in there is every reason to expect an Interestyears was baptized, and a woman formerly !ng and profitable work during our labors
of Texas came to us by transfer of mem- with this group. So far this month three
bership.
The Lord willing, I will be en - have p·laced membership, two have confessed
gaged in meetings soon as follows: Mule - faults, and one has been baptized. Howard
shoe, Texas, March 1-11; Melrose, New Mex- A. White, Nashville, T en ness ee, served this
ico, March 12-22; Alamo, Tennessee, April congregation for more than e leve n years.
10-19; and at Fuller Avenue, Dyersburg, For his labors we are grateful. John Davis
Tennesse, April 19 - 29. Th e Denver area l ec - Is also serving this church as local minister.
lt:ures will be conducted from March 30 to Should you have relatives or friends in our
April 3.
city who sho uld be contacted, write us at
the above address.
A . c. Jluff, 1222 S. 49th, Temple, Texas,
Artltur U. Johnson, 1414 Briggs Avenue,
February 9:
Yesterday, February 8, was
my birthday, and it was a glorious day. I Parsons, Kansas, February 18: Hundreds,
had the pleasure of preaching last night yes, thousand-s , are passing into eternity
to a large a udi ence at the Central church. unprepared to meet the Lord. What can we
They told me that I spcke forty-five min- do about it? We can, first of a ll, set a
utes but I am feeling fine today. I asked good example so our efforts will bring
for a letter shower, but I received a flood. good results. We can hand out tracts, leafBut it did not wash me away . Th e mem- l ets and good religious papers like the Firm
b ers of the Central Church wrote me about Foundation a .nd others.
We can show a
forty cards and each had from five cents Chri'lt-like attitude when strangers meet
to $1.00 in it-$11.50 in all-to apply on with us . We can urge all people we talk
books for me to give to the unsaved, which with to tune in our radio broadcasts, ex I appreciate more than anything that I have plaining that they will r eceive the truth
received. I am enjoying my Talking Bible and no harm by so doing. Everybody can
very much. It enables me to sit and listen pass out cards, leaflets, etc. I ·am trying
to the reading of Scriptures all I want to. to do this kind of work by printing cards
I am now 89 and in the prime of life. I and small tracts at a low cost. I well re am enjoying the fellowship of the Central member an elder who, in our social meetchurch.
Brother Max R. Crumley is the ings. used to say, HBrethren, time is passpreacher and a good one too. The church ing." So it is, and our opportunities will
pounded Broth ~ r and Si s ter F. L. Paisley soon be gone. Pray for more self - sacrific last Thursday night and it was the largest ing workers.
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Th e work of this congregatio n goes for ward under the capable oversight of Brethren Raymond Smith, Alpheus Roberts a nd
Jim Tuggl e.
Brother Joe R. Hunter h as
supported h imself and preached for this
gro up for a numb er of years.
The good
work of both Brother a nd Sister Hunter is
evidenced by the knowledge and zeal of
both you n g and old in this congregation.
Brother Hunter is now getting a much needed rest from worlc in the pulpit.
When,
and if, the circumstances permit his r esu mW. G. Kllugnum, 401 North Springfield ing the work of an evangelist, I heartily
Avenue, Anthony, Kansas, February 12: recommend him for the work.
Since last November I have be en preaching
L. Arnold Watson, 7350 Chase Road, Dearwit h th e small band of faithful in Kiowa,
Kansas, only on Lord's day mornings. Some born, Michigan, February 19: On February
former leaders moved away, others passed 1, two were baptized (former Catholic and
to their reward until there are on ly three Luth e r an ) and two restored. Other prosm en left to do anything publicly. They need pects a r e building up. So far our weekly
a full - time man to live and work with them. contributions are above our 1953 budget,
My present circumstances and age prevent th e highest in this congregation's history.
me from doing the r ound - the -clock work Our spring m ee ting begins March 15 with
that any consecrated, conscientious preach - Hugo McCord of Bartlesville, Oklahoma. My
er of the New Testam e nt gospel must do first meeting will be with the Northside
these challenging days. Often, these days church in Wichita, Kansas, in April, then
I all but convulse in tears of joy as I hear to Twin City congregation, Kansas City,
and r ead of the many fine, stalwart young Kansas, immediately following. Next week
men and women in the Lord who are spread- T shall attend the Abilene Lectures, Abi ing the kingdom of our Lord throughout lene, T exas.
the world. Thank God!
tueh·iu J. Wise, 4216 Stanhope Avenue,
Dallas, Texas , February 22 : "During Feb Josepll w. Baker, 4147 Lorna Alta,- San
Diego 5, California, February 1: Since our ru ary we enjoyed sp l end id progress at the
Preston Road Church.
Fifteen people re last report the church at Imperial Beach
sponded to the invitation; five were baphas had nineteen baptisms, sixteen of them
tized, five were restored, and fiv e placed
in the past six weeks. Thes e results are
membership . With 460 members our averfrom the work of the members of the church
age Bible School attendance was 403 per
who make personal contacts from door to Sunday for the month. Brother Bill Patdoor. To God goes all the glory as he has terso n is a fine co-worker. He gives his
greatly blessed our labors.
Our work at full tim e to our Bible school work and
Coronado is progressing nicely and some teaching program of the church. The Lord
of those baptized were from this place. willing, I shall be witl1 the church in TipTwo were formerly Catholics. In the not
ton, Oklahoma, in a g·ospel me e ting from
too distant future we are planning to esMarch 22nd through April 1st.
tablish anoth er church in San Di"ego leaving
this work in th e hands of a competent,
Tice Elldns, Alamogordo, New Mexico,
sound and faithful minister.
We are also
February 15: The church here is doing fine
looking forward to a meeting 'w hich we
with our new preacher, R. B . Ranl<in. He
hope will edify the church and h e lp in the
is very good and well liked. Brother Ransaving of the souls of the lost. Pray for
kin began January 1 doing all :he evanus and this work .•
gelistic worl<: because I became totally un able to help him. · I was laid u 1J January
C . D . Smith, 411 S. Main Street, Kerm it, 4th with pneumonia, which activated an
I am . now working old h eart a il ment, a"d this m'Ll<es s evc,n
T exas, February 13:
with the Westside church in Kermit. This
is a smay ":roup of working,t..Christians,
NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA
now meetmg m a remodeled b arracks , build ing which is much too small for our pres- Church of Christ meets at Catalpa Avenue
ent needs. We have begun construction on and Kecoughtan Road. Route 60, between
a 40x70 foot building and plan to use the Newpot:t News and Hampton, VIrginia. Teleold building for class rooms. This is going phone 22037 Newport News. Address 1124
to be quite a job for this small group, but 25th Street, Newport News, Virginia, B. H.
with God's help I believe we can make it. Atkinson, Minister.

Clarence A. Price, Bryson, T exas, Febr u ary 11: I am now in my fourth year of
very profitabl e work with this good church,
but I believe I would lik e to make a change.
I am forty years old, have a faithful wife,
and three sons, all Christians. Churches in
T exas, Oklahoma, and Arkan sas may con tact me here a t Box 347. The elders and
I would appreciate it if preachers who a r e
l ook in g for a place would not in quire into
this place until I announce my leaving later.'

weeks since .[ have walked a step. Three
goo d doctor;:J, one a specialist in heart and
lung ailments, declare I can never so much
as walk safely again in this altitude. So,
when you read this, "Ma" Elkins a nd ' I will
be in San Diego at sea level, hoping to recover.
We shall travel by train.
A son
living there will provide room for us, and
we w ill hope for the prayers of hundreds
of kindred souls who a lso know what it
means to grow old and sick and forced to
leave home.
All our mail, papers, etc.,
should be addressed to 4428 Gresham Street,
San Diego 9, California, after you read this.
May we meet some day in a home where
no . partings will come. Love to every one.
Jesse F. Wisemtu1 , Box 436, Salem, lUinois, February 17:
r have been working
with the church here since the first of November.
The worl<: h e re is pleasant and
has improved in many ways.
The Lord
willing, I will do the preaching in a gospel
meeting at Mt. Vernon, Illinois, March 1-11.
Brother Grover c. Ross of Portales, New
Mexico, will do the pr eaching in a meeting
at Salem April 17-26. We invite brethren
who are in driving distance to attend these
special services.
M. C. Cuthbertson, 2208 N. Richey, Tucson, Arizona, February 16: The work with
the Country Club Road church continues
with excellent attendance and interest. One
young man was baptized and several otherwise recently. A number of weel<: -day or
evening Bible classes are being conducted
by m embers of the church. I go to Marana
for a Thursday even in g class each week.
Brethren John Whitehead, Homer Wolfe,
and C. C Gobbel are preaching for the other
churches in Tucson.
----------------------
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Ira B. Sandusky, 3395 Highland Avenue,
February 10: "\Vork of the c.hurch in Beaumont at all the congregations going forward with fine harmony and peace with additions as we go on. South Park brok e
all r ecord s last year with total offerings
averaging for each Sunday $468.92 and for
six month s after we came, $483.50 average.
We have set the budge t for 1953 at an all
time high of $600 p e r w ek. We plan mor e
outside work for 1953 t han has been don e
in the past, and a t the same time keep up
the debt retir ement as in the past. Bible
class attendance is on the increas e with us
as th e av er age for January was 201 and
last Sunday we had a new record of 220'.
We press o n with faith and prayers to the
future. I can hold two meetings this summer or fall if anyone wants me for th e ir
work.
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be trained to do . Of cou rse, some are stationed h ere who never come to the meeting
house. Th e re is no way to find them unl ess pare nts or friends will send u s names
a nd addresses. Then we will do our best
to get them to be faithful here und e r difficult circumstances as perhaps they were
at home where it was easy. Please send
n ames and add r esses to me at 1732 Keeaumoku, Honolulu, T. H.

H. E. SeldmeyCT, Gainesville, Texas, February 6 : The work at Broadway continues
to grow. Since the first of the year two
h ave been baptized, three have made confessions of sins, and two have been • added
by transfer of m e mbership.
I just concluded a series of lectures at the Spring
Grove church <m "The Church at Worlc."
One was baptized. The Spring Grove church
is about e ight miles east of Gainesvl'lle.
F. B. Sh<'I>berd, Sw ee twa ter, Texas, Feb- When coming through Gainesville, worship
ruary 11: I had the privilege of doing the with us.
preaching in twenty-nine m eetings last
year. I trav e ll ed approximately 25,000 miles.
Bill lUurtln, Devine, Texa·s , February 11:
At the ur ge of the sa ints h er e, the eld ers L.'l.st Sunday evening I was invited to speak
of Central in Los Angeles and a f ew inti- at the evening service at the Grove Avenue
mate friends, I consented to come to Hono- Church of Chr ist in San Antonio. A large
lulu for one year, perhaps more. This seems a udience was in attendance and three came
to be a splendid group with which to be forward for baptism. The church in Devine
associated. Approximately eighty-five per- is growing steadily and we are planning a
cent of the members are service people. me eting in March to be held from the 16th
This means a transi e nt group.
A few through the 22nd. Brother Rainey 1of Housmonths, one year, at the most five.
We ton will do th~ preaching.
Brother Loss
lose a doz en members within the next few Caddell and Brother Virgil Harrell will lead
weeks.
Before July 31 there will be an- th e singing. We are print in g a weekly bulother doz en or more to l eave. It is greatly letin which we feel will be of interest to
refr eshing to be associated with these young the congregation. I shall attend the L ec men al}d women.
Th ey are eager to do tureship in A\>ilene.
anything they are capable of doing or can
Uollie B. Rankin, Box 465, Alamogordo,
New Mexico, F ebruary 10: I b egan workWANTED-A compani on for a Chriptian in g with the congregation tha t meets at
9th and T exas Avenue on the first Sunday
woman who is a semi-invalid. For further in January of this year.
Th e attendance
information, pl ease contact Lewis Gray, Box has been gradually increasing each Sunday
even though we had quite an epi demic of
117, .Brookshire, Texns.
flu.
Last Lord's day our morning crowd
was a record for this place. Three were
baptized last week, with three more coming
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to us by transfer of m e mbership.
Other
members of the church, who are in the
service are b~lng transferred to the airbase
here a nd are worshipping with us. We welcome them and want to extend this welcome
to others who may be sent here, to come
and worship with us. Brother Tice Elkins,
who has labored long and diligently with
this congregation, has been ordered by the
doctor, to leave this climate for a low er one.
He will be leaving us soon to go to his
son's home in San Diego, California. I am
s ur e that all his m a ny friends will join
with us in our prayers for him.
When
passing through Alamogo rdo, stop and wor<ship with us.
Glen Pace, P. 0. Box 3.19, Malvern, Arkansa:s, February 6: Brother W. Curtis Porter
will meet Hoyt Chastain, Missionary Baptist, in Malvern, Arkansas, April 14-17 for
night discussions.
The Baptist people are
advertising this discussion as one of the
great debates of this era. Little need be
said of Brother Porter's ability to defend the truth, for he perhaps, is without a peer.
A great numb er of Baptists think highly
of Mr. Chastain. It was he of whom the
late Mr. Ben Bogard said, "He knows more
than I know, for I have taught him all I
know, and he h as gained much knowl edge
besides." The discussion will be in the Secon d Baptist church, where Mr. Chastain has
preached and taught the doctrines he will
try to defend, for the past eight years.
Brethren here will open their ho~es to visiting brethren.
Questions to be discussed
are the usual Baptism and Apostasy issues.

U. D. Simmons, Corpus Christi, T exas,
February 11:
Th e elders of th e Furman
Avenue congregatio n in Corpus Christi make
this report of the "Way of Truth" program
that goes out to regular listeners in tw~
ty-four states over KWBU, 1030 oo the dial,
at 6:30 A.M.
We a re now in the ninth
month of this program, a nd our mail indicates that we have a great numb er of listeners in many places. Th e greatest amount
of mail has come from Texas, Alabama,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Oklahoma. We are preparing poster advertising
COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
at the present, which can be delivered to
These
We l<e"D on hand regularly a supply o' congregations within two weeks.
·resh, pure unleavened bread tor communloJJ posters are designed to give some facts
>urpose s. Eleven waters to the small car· about the program. It is our hope that
·on and three of these cartons to the larlfer congregations will write us ~or the posters
' arton-all carefully sealed so it will keel' a nd place it on the bulle tin board in the
·nde!lnltely. Every congregatl-t:'n should havt church building. We will be glad to fur-n hand a good supply at all times. Price nish any information to anyone about the
program.
Address all correspondence to
· .arge cartons, each, $2.36, postpaid.
"The Way of Truth," P. 0. Box 3531, Corpus
Firm Foun<lntion Publisblng House
Christi, Texas.-Elders, Church of Christ,
Austin, Texas
Furman & Staples.

S-K FIXTURE & CHURCH FURNITURE CO., INC.
JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS

BOX 1466

Tel. 2514

MANUFACTURERS
Highest Quality Church Furniture
Direct dealing with churches. All kinds of church furniture sold on positive
guarantee. The many Churches of Christ which have purchased church
turniture from us will testify to the quality of our work and the reasona bleness o·f our prices. It will be a pleasure to give any information which
you may want concerning your church furniture needs.

WRITE OR CALL JOHN W, HEDGE

L.:.~==~ ::~~::~::~~~~~-~~~ ~·.~~_.J
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FIFTY YEARS

OF HOUSTON PROGRESS gregational singing.
A special chorus of
-seventy-five voices is to be directed by
Clyde P. Findlay
Brother R. J. Stevens, evangelist of the
Fifty years after Brother J. · D . Tant held church of Christ in Lindale.
Brother James W. Nichols who is to begin
his tent meeting here in 1903, fifty churches
of Christ can be counted today in Greater a meeting that day at Pierce and Baldwin
Houston . This fact is to be observed with Streets church is to be the speal,er. The
a special Herald of Truth program originat- program is to be recorded by a special crew
ing on March 22, from Houston. Houston of technicians coming to Houston for that
Music Hall has been secured for 3 p.m. on purpose, and then broadcast at the usual
that day and a tremendous crowd is ex- hours. Brother Hoyt B. Smith of Pierce and
pected to attend and to participate in con- Baldwin is cl'fairman of general arrange -

REVISED STANDARD BIBLE
- A NEW REVISIONWhy you'll turn to this Bible twice as often
Easier to understand. Obscure, old-fashioned
phrases are gone. Language is clear and
vigorous, as it is in the earliest manuscripts
known. In the Revised Standard Version, the
true meaning of many passages will be clear
to you for the first time.
Beauty preserved. The Revised Standard
Version retains all the majestic beauty Qf
the King James Version.
More accurate. Earliest available manuscripts were used-some, recently discovered, were 1000 years older than any previously used.
Easier to read. Large, readable type is set
in two well-spaced columns. Poetry is printed
in verse form.
Discover how this new authorized version of
the Bible can bring you richer understanding of God's word ... help you find peace
of mind and soul.

Tuesda,y, March 3, 1953
ments.
Homecoming day is to be observed at
Pierce and Baldwin on the closing day of
the meeting, March 29th. Pierce and Baldwin, formerly known as old "First Church,"
the oldest church in Houston, is inviting
former members to be present for services
on that day, with a special service at 3 p.m.
-~-·0•---

A . R. HOLTON TO CONDUCT CHURCH
WORKERS TRAINING SCHOOL AT 16TH
STR,EET CHURCH OF CHRIST,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
A. R. Holton, Minister of Central Church
of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, will lead
in a school at the 16th Street Church of
Christ in V\rashington, D .C., April 5-10·. This
school is designed by the elders to furnish
information and inspiration to the leaders
and teachers and the worlcers in tha church.
Mrs. A. R. Holton will teach a class of
women on Women's Wor]{ In The Church.
A ~acuity of local people will be formed to
reach every age group in the T eacher Training Program of the Church.

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

;? GRIGGS ~ EOUIPMENi;co.

./.:·· :'~ Belton,-. Texus_=~~~-~<·,;:~1•_:·

,
A NE.W EDITION .

Please send me the Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible in the
edition(s) and quantities indicated below.

0 Buckram edition. Bound in finest maroon buckram, Sturdite spine
stamped in genuine 23 karat gold. 51h" x ;.i". $6.00 per copy.

0 Leather edition. Bound in rich black genuine leather, with red under
gold edges and ribbon marker, stamped with genuine 23 karat gold.
Individually boxed. $10.00.

0 Two-volume Old Testament. Matches the large one-volume New Testament. Large, clear type set across the page. 5" x 7;.i", bound in attractive blue cloth. $5.00 set of two volumes.

0 Matching New Testament. $2.50 per volume.
N arne _________________ ________ ____ _: ____________ _____ ______ __ _____ _

Address
City ------------ --- ------- -------- ------ State ------------------____Check or cash

____Charge
Please add a~y city or state sales tax.

GOSPEL
Sermons
We have just printed

a new etlltlon of
"GOSPEL, SERMONS"

By R. N. HOGAN
Evangelist, Churches of Christ
Brother Hogan is known far and w ide
and is scarcely less esteemed and appre:.
ciated by the white people than those of his
own race. Thousands have heard him in
his wonderful appeal to the people, and
thousands have been converted to Christ
through the delivery of his Great Sermons.
Every friend of the cause of Christ and
every member of the churches of Christ
should have a copy of this great book. It
is a large book of sermons of 245 pages.
$1.00 per copy, prepaid

Order from :

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING 'HOUSE
P. 0 . Box 77, Austin, Texas

Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77, Austin 61, T exas
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DEBATE

ON CLASS QUESTION
WOltlEN TEACHERS

FIRM
AND

NIGHT LETTER-Midland, Texas, February 16, G. H. P. Showalter: There will be a
debate held at the South Side Church of
Christ at Midland, Texas, beginning March
3rd, continuing through the 6th, between
J. Erving Waters and F. R . Stanley. Each
evening at 7:30 p.m. The proposition to be
discussed will be the class question and
women teachers.
There was a discussion
held here last November on the cup question between these two speake~;s. We w e re
well pleased with the conduct of both men
and the job done by Brother Stanley. We
are lool<:ing forward to a good debate and
one that will be both profitable and enjoyable.
Respectively yours in Christ-The
elders of the South Side Church of Christ,
Midland, Texas, M. R. Sharp, Bill Bradshaw,
W . R. Pringle, L. L. Nicholls.
Erven Harris, 18478 Fleetwood Avenue,
Castro Valley, California:
The work in
Hayward was started by the brethren in
San Leandro, California.
The following
men were appointed to serve as elders: R.
B. Williams, John W. James and R. K. Todd.
A hall was rented and the first service
held December 24, 1950. Brother James did
the preaching part time for the first few
months.
The worl{ grew and prosper e d
under his efforts. The writer held a meeting for them in July of 1951 and was in vited to locate with them and devote full
time to the work. They have purchased a
preacher's home, located at 18478 Fleetwood
Avenue, Castro Valley. In January of 1952
they bought a meeting house from the
Grace Lutheran people at 307 Soto Streets
in Hayward.
Since .our coming here over
one hundred have been added to the con-
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gregation. We found it necessary to start
another work in Centervi lle. Brother Roy
Steele was selected to do the preaching
there, and is doing a good work. I just con eluded a twelve night meeting with them.
Three obeyed the gospel, one was restored,
and one placed membership. Their attendance at the present time is in the sixties~
They are purchasing a lot and will start
plans for building in the near future. We

are in the process of enlarging the auditorium here in Hayward.
When this is
completed we will be able to take care of
the crowds for some time.
I have never
worked with a more enthusiastic e ldership.
Four more deacons have recently been appointed. Since starting here we have had
three gospel meetings.
I held the first
one; Lloyd Meyer the second; and Will M.
Thompson the last. The future looks bright.

WIDE RIM BREAD PLATE

10 inches in diameter
Highly polished aluminum
bread plate ------------$~.86

NARROW RIM BREAD PLATE
9 inches in diameter

Highly polished aluminum
bread plate ------------$1.66

The Ideal
NON-COLLECTING TRAl'

11% in. Dia., Interlocking, Dn•t
Proof. Can be stacked eight higb
on one base.
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 36 plain glasses ____ $8 .00
Highly polished alumin,um tray
with 14 plain glasses ____ 9 .0(•
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray--- - .. - - -· 2.IH!
Highly polished aluminum
!!tacking ba~e !or above
tray ______ _ _______ _.. ______
7 (•
~-

A WORTHWHILE BOOK

PLAIN SERMONS
By LUKE MILLER
Popular Negro Evangelist of
the Church of Christ

A Series of "Gospel Sermons"
Delivered at Austin, Texas
Interesting biographical
sketch. These sermons
are filled with pathos
and are beautiful in
their simplicity an d
strength, and rich in
homely convincing illustrations.
Stenographically reported. No preacher can
get along quite as well
without this new, latest
B o ok
of
Sermons.
This amazingly successful evangelist has already baptized more than 2,000 people.

Price only 50 cents
Firm Foundation Publishing House
Austin, Texas
Order Form
Send me .................... copies, Miller's Sermons.
Name .................................................................. ..
Address .............................................................. ..
_............................ ) ..................................................

Amt. Enclosed $...................... ..

ALlJMINUM OFFERING PLATE

10 inches in diameter
They have a heavy felt pad; maroon or g.reen.
Highly polished aluminum
offe.ring plate __________ $ 2.00

Our Special
SELF-COLLECTING CUSIDONED
TRAY
13 ~ inch Diameter

Highly polished aluminum tray
with 3 6 plain glasses _ ___ $! 0.6 1)
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 11.6(1
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray______ S.Zi
Highly polished aluminum
stiJ.cking base for above
tray - - -- ------------- 3.00

COMMUNION GLASSES

Plain glass,
No. 2, 1~ inches tall (also 1%
inches tall) per doz._ _ ___ $1. 20
Our No. 2 glass must be used with
wooden trays.
Gold band glasses,
No. 3, 1% inches tall, per doz. _ $1.86
Aluminum cups, per dozen ........ $1.50

ALUMll'."UM COVER WITH
MALTESE CROSS

(Furnished with Maltese cros!IJ
Greek cross or plain knob) .
Engraving on covers (block)
_______________ 10c per lette:r
Initials only 25 cents each

Order From
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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FOR ALL BIBLE CLASSES
AND HOME ·STUDY . . .

$3.00

LESSONS PREPARED IN VIEW OF THE NEEDS OF YOUR BIBLE CLASS
These books have proved helpful to both teacher and student and are gaining an ever-increasing circulation. Thousands have been used successfully in Sunday classes, vacation Bible schools, young people's
meetings~ ladies' Bible classes, mid-week prayer meetings, and home study, by churches large and small.
BffiLE TOPIC STUDffiS: Lessons on twenty-eight of
the most vital subjects. Guides the student into a knowledge of what the Bi):>le actually says, rather than what
men have said about these ·subjects. Albert C. Trent says,
"I have used your book, BffiLE TOPIC STUDIES, in
young people's class work. I think it is the best I have
seen." Lawrence B. Hood says, " BffiLE TOPIC STUDIES
is outstanding."
CHURCH STUDIES : Twenty-six lessons on the name,
origin, doctrine, organization, work, and worship of the
church of Christ. Joe D. Scarborough says, "This book
has created more interest and enthusiasm in our ladies
class here in Pecos, than any book of lessons that we have
studied." Leslie G. Thomas says, "I can truthfully say
your recent book, CHURCH STUDIES, is one of the best
of its kind that I have ever seen." F. F. Conley says, "Your
outline on CHu:RCH STUDIES is being used here with
marked success. It is the best I have examined." Franklin
Latham says, "We have been using CHURCH S'I.'UDIES
for ten weeks and think they cannot be beaten."
OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES: Twenty-six lessons in Old
Testament history, from Creation to the Restoration of the
Jews. Makes the Old Testament easier to understand and
to remember. A short historical background is given at the
beginning of ea<:h lesson, followed by a series of questions
with scripture references for the answers. Fred B. Walker
says, "Sur class is really enjoying your OLD TESTAMENT
STUDIES. It is exactly what I have needed for my Sunday morning classes."
N'EW TESTMIENT STUDffiS: Twenty-six lessons in the
life of Christ and the history of the early ch urch. This is
the first in a series of six books covering the entire New
Testament. This book covers Matthew, Mark, Luke, John,
and Acts. Willie H. Johnson says, "We have used your
book, NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES, and have found it to
be of the best. The elders feel that they are the type of
study th a t many members of the church need."
LESSONS IN ROMANS: Twe1;1ty-six lessons of this book,
covering the entire Roman Letter, will help the student to
understand and appreciate Paul's great theme: "The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth." Alonzo Williams says, "This is a contribution
to both the Bible class and the pulpit. The lessons grab
attention, inspire a study of the text and hold th e mind
to the centr a l point of Paul's most profound epist • '

LESSONS IN FIRST AND SEOOJO) CORIN!THIA.NS AND
GALATIANS: Twenty-six lessons, covering every chapter
in these three letters of Paul, and dealing largely with the
troubled conditions in the churches at Corinth and in
Ga1atia. Diligent study and application of the principles
emphasized in these lessons will settle many disturbances
in the church today.
LESSONS IN EPHESIANS THROUGH TITUS: Twentysix lessons, covering every chapter in Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, First and Second Thessalonians, First
and Second Timothy, and Titus. These lessons are d esigned to help the student acq uire a knowledge of the
everlasting principles of Christian living as set forth in
these eight letters.
LESSONS IN PHILEMON THROUGH JUDE : Twentysix lessons covering Philemon, Hebrews, James, First and
Second Peter, "First, Second and Third John, and Jude .
A study of these lessons is strictly a study of the Bible.
The answers to the questions are found in these letters.
REVELATION S'£UDIES : Twenty-six lessons covering
the entire book of REVELATION. B. C. Goodpasture says,
"It is sound and instructive; well adapted to class use and
home study." George DeVoll says, "I have never seen a
better study of REVELATION." Harry Pickup, Sr., says,
Its value as a treatment of the entire text of this difficult
book is inestimable." J. A. McNutt says, "The author lets
the book speak for itself, There is no comfort here for
the speculator. It should be widely used in class work in
teachin g this difficult book."
BffiLE LESSONS FOR CHILDREN IN PRIMARY
GRADES: Twenty-six iessons. The three most effective and
fruitful methods of teaching little children-stories, memory work, questions and answers-are combined in every
lesson . I. R. Wilson says, "I want to commend you. for the
good work you dia in putting out this work book for the
primary children. I consider it one of my best books and
lecommend it to everyone that comes in." Mrs. D. H. McDonald says, "I would like to tell you that I am using this
little book in my children's Bible class. I ·think it is the
best of its kind that I have ever seen or tried yet."
Elders, preachers and teachers who have used these
books recommend them highly. Guy N. Woods says, "This
excellent series of Bible lessons was prepared by one of
the ablest preachers in the brotherhood, and has been tested
in actual use not only by him, but by many others over a
period of several years. The lessons are simple in structure
and are designed to send one to the original source, the
Bible, for the answers.

PRICE: Single copy, 35c; three copies, $1.00; four or more, per copy, 30c
(AlllO books for $3.00)
All Orders Are Filled PromJ)tly

Order From CECIL B. DOUTHITT
P. 0. Box67

Brownwood, Texas
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($3.00 Per Year in Advance

National W'eekly, World- Wide in Mission, Definite in Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Under Present Management fot· last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Knoweth
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)

~<Q>~·

W. M. DAVIS
Freedom From Fear
"Four Freedoms" has been a frequent subject of politicians
and statesmen the last few years. One of these is "Freedom
From Fear." The best thinkers have been working on this
project for ten years or more, but fear is more prevalent and
persistent now than when they started. This is just another
instance ·of man's wisdom. The human method has failed
to get the answer.
Those \~ho ignore the word of God never find freedom from
fear. John says, "Perfect love casteth out fear." Only a .
man inspired of God would write that-how can love cast
out feai·? The majority of people will not believe a thing,
unless they can see how it works. Many people think they
have tried this and found it to- be a failure. But their failure
was due to the absence of perfect love. They tried it the
Christian Science way and it gid not work. Perfect Jove is
not easy. to get. A shallo~, selfish love will not attain this
end. If we have perfect -4ove we will serve God with the
deepest devotion; we will be honest with all men. We will
return good for evil, love our enemies, and pray for those who
despitefully use us. If we do this, there will be no reason to
have fear.
The writer of the Hebrew letter says, "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such
things . as ye have; for he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee; so that we may boldly say, The Lord is my
helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me" (Heb.
13:5, 6). Men try to banish fear and anxiety by neutralizing
the power of adverse circumstances, but that conception only
leads us - to trust in our own wisdom.
In trying to make themselves secure men often tear down
the bulwarks of their defense. When we face a hostile situation, our first impulse is to take a sword and cut off the ears
of our enemies. But Jesus told Peter that was a sure way
to fail. The strength we need for bad situations is not to be
found in any human contrivance, but in the word of the Lord.
Very often men crave power over their enemies, when they
need power over themselves.
Complainers
Maybe there are · some things we arc justified in complaining about, but we usually complain to the wrong person, or
about:_ the wrong thing. The Israelites always suffered when
they chided with the Lord. They tried to find fault with the
Lord when the. ~rouble was in themselves. In all my years
as a Christian and minister of the gospel I have come in contact with people who prophesied that the church is headed

for the rocks. They thought this way because the church did
not go the way they thought it ought to go. There is a lot
of complaint about worldly church members and imperfect
elders. I had a good friend in a congregation where I preached
for several years--a great complainer, he was. In his own
estimation he was sound to the core. But he would not bear
close inspection. He gave the young people "down the country" for their worldliness. On the other hand he was wellto-do-had made a success financially. People inside the
church and outside said this man would do anything to get a
dollar. He had a reputation in the church for stinginess, and
in the world for dishonesty and trickery. He was a loud ~om
plainer against worldliness, but at the same time he was very
worldly-a covetousness man-an idolater. "Let him that is
without sin first cast a stone."
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.
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Jesus Answers His Critics
Hoyt Bailey

Ftom a study of the twenty-second chapter or Matthew,
we note that both the religious and political oults sought
to entangle Jesus. Among those involved in this effort were
the Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees, and a scribe or the
law.
The Pharisees had heard the parables of Jesus, and they
were for the time silenced. However, they could not overcome the desire to entangle Jesus. It was seldom that the
Pharisees and Herodians were allied together sufficiently to
work together. This political group was usually at enmity
with that religious group. On this occasion, we learn that
they agreed together to plot against Jesus. The Pharisees
sent some of the Herodians with thei~.: own disciples to try
to entangle Jesus .by flattery and a question.
The scripture says: "Then went the Pharisees, and took
coun~el h.ow they might entangle him in his talk. And they
sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying,
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way
of God in truth, neither car est thou for any man: for thou
regardest not the person of men. Tell us therefore, what
thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give · tribute unto Caesar, or
not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why
tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? · Show me the ' tribute money.
And they brought unto him a penny. And he said unto
them, Whose is this image and superscription? They say
unto him , Caesar's. Then saith h'e unto them, Render there-
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fore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto
God the things that are God's. When they had heard these
words, they marveled, and left him, and went their . way"
(Matt. 22:15-22) .
Those coming to Jesus on that occasion sought to encourage Jesus to give either a yes or no answer to their
question. A yes or no answer would have brought Jesus into
disfavor with one or the other of the groups. Their suggestion that Jesus · regards not the PE;~rson of men was apparently
mea:nt to emphasize tha t Jesus is impartial. He has no consideration of rank, station, ·or power ; neither is J esus biased
in judgment, words, or a ctions. That group would give a
little credit to Jesus with the hope that such would help to
entangle him. They praised him with the view of encouraging him to answer without fear of offending the Roman authorities. They said: "Tell us therefore"; "Because you are
~ truthful and im partial, give us your unprejudiced opinion about this much-1isputed question." Those people assumed to be simple-minded inquirers, who came to J esus to
have a perplexity r esolved. Luke describes their r ea l character: "They sent forth spies, which should fain themselves
just men, that they might take hold of his words. " By askinlJ concerning the lawfulness of the payment, they do not
inquire whether it was expedient or advisable to m ake it,
but whether it was morally and religiously right to make
such payment. This question was much debated between these
opposite p'a rties. The Pharisees were strongly opposed to
foreign domination, and thought it derogatory and sacrilegious
for the peopl~ of Jehovah to pay taxes to a fore ign and
heathen authority. The Herodians, OJi. the other hand ·submitted without reserve- to the supremacy of Rome, and, for
political reasons, silenced all nationalist and ultra-patriotic
feeling. By putting this question, the disputants thought to
force Christ into a dilemma, where he must answer directly,
"yes" or "no," and where, which ever reply he made, h e would
equally offend one or the other of the parties into which the
• state was divided. If he affirmed th ~ lawfulness of the tax,
he would lose his popu•l arity with the mass of the people. If
he gave
negative reply, he would be deemed an enemy of
Rome and a pr omoter of seditious views, a nd be liable to be
handed over to the civil power for the punishment of treason.
Those cults did no t entangle J esus with t heir wicked
plot. He per,ceived their wicked intent at once. Those wicked
individuals had n ot t ho ught of J esus detecting t heir plot,
no r had t he Pharisees and Her odians expeded an a nswer t o
t heir question except ·by "yes" or "no." Of course, Jesus
gave them an answer· to their question, but he asked them
a question, saying: "Why' tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?" Jesus
asked about the tribute money, and he asked them concerning the "image and superscription" on the coin. When
Jesus was told that the "image and superscription" was
Caesar's : "Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar's ; and unto God the
things that are God's."
Beinlg subjects of Caesar, it was their duty to submit to
his demands, and to pay the taxes which he had a right to
levy. This was his answer to their insidious question . Jesus
did not take either side in the controversy; he uses facts
as t hey are, and points to habitual practice as a sufficient
solu tion t o their difficulty. His reply was a wise and simple
one, but it gives a lesson for a ll time. No plea of r eligio'!l
can hold good against l awful a uthority. Th er e need be no
conflic t bet ween r eligion a nd politics, n o conflict bet ween
the church and the state. Let a citizen do : his duty to God,
and he will find his obligations to the civil power are in
harmony with the will of God. Let the state respect the
rights of God and of conscience, and there will be no collision between itself an·d the church, but both will peaceably
cooperate for the good of the community.
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The answer Jesus gave them caused them to marvel, because he utterly frustrated their plot. It was the practice of
the s tate to compel obedience to its laws, but the church
places obedience upon a voluntary basis. There was nothing
im; the words of J esus which indicated treason, or nothing
of an unpatriotic nature, therefore, his questioners withdrew.
The Ph arisees and Herodians having withdrawn, we note
thE;~ Sadducees making plans to ensnare Jesus. They make no
delay coming to Jesus, and they have what is in their own
mind an unanswerable question. Scripture say~ : "The same
d ay ca me to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no
resurrection, and asked him, Saying, Master, Moses said,
If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his
wife, and ·raise up seed unto his brother. Now there were
with us seven brethren: and the first when he had married
a wife , deceased , and, having no issue, left his wife unto
his br other : Likewise the second also, and the third , unto
the seventh. And last of all the woman died also. Therefore
in the r esurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? for
t hey a ll had her. Jesus answered and said unto them , Ye do
err, n ot knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. For
in th e r esurrection they neither marry, nor are ~v en in
mar r iage, but are as the angels of God in heaven" (Matt.
2 2 : 23- 30 ) .

J esus gives an answer to these Sadducees which was different fr om the one they expected. J esus went to the root
of their misunderstanding. He saw two main reasons why
they did not know the answer to their own question. His
explanation was, "Ye do err not knowing the Scriptures,
neither the power of God." Jesus went on to explain, "For
in the r esurrection they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven."
J esus gave those individuals an answer which caused
them t o be astonished .. This shows us that Jesus had the
a nswer for the Sadducees as well as the Pharisees and Heradians. The time of questioning had not ceased though the
form er questions had been answered without in any way
en tangling J esus.
"B ut when the Pharisees had hea rd that he ha d put the
Sadducees t o silence, they wer e gathered together. Then
·one of ' them, which was a lawyer , asked him a question,
temp tiRg him , and saying, Master, .w hieh is the great co mmandment in the law? J esus said unto him, Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all t hy hear t, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind . This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unt o it, Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets" (Matt. 22:3 4.40). Though
there were more than six hundred precepts or r equirements
in the Old Covenant, Jesus knew the command that the lawyer needed at the time. Every individual should learn to
love the Lord our God with all the heart, soul, and mind,
and to love one's neighbo~ as himself. After those questions
were propounded and successfully answered, Jesus asked some
questions: "Saying, What think ye of Christ? Whose Son
is he? They said unt~ him, The son of David . . He saith unto
them, How then doth David in the spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord , Sit thou on my r ight hand,
till I make thine . enemies thy footstool? If David then call
FIRM FOUNDAT ION P ub lished Weekly by the Firm Foundat ion P u b li sh ing Ho us e, Austin, T ex as, G. H . P. Showal ter, E ditor.
Su bscr iption Rates : 1 Year ------------------------- -----$ 3.00
4 Yeare ------ ----------------- - - - ---- ------ ---- ---------- 8.0 0
10 Years ------ -------- -----...:----------- ------------------- 15. 00
Clubs of 6 or more, each --------- ---------- ---------- - -- 2.00
Entered as second-class matter APril, 1886, at the I'ost Office
at Austin, Texas, under act of March 3, 1879.
Off ice of Publication, 3110 Guadalupe street, Aus tin, Texaa.
Advertising rates sent upon request.
FIIUI FOUNDATION• PUBLISHING HOUSE
1110 Guadalupe Street, Austin, Texas

Tuesday, March 10, 1953

FIRM

Page Three

FOUNDATION

him Lord how is he his son? And no man was able to answer
him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth
ask him any more questions" (Matt. 22:42-46) .
Those individuals looked only at J esus as an earthly being
rather than thintd of him as the Messiah of prophecy. Though
Christ was the seed of David, he is also the Son of God.
When J esus a,~ked them, "How David could call him Lord?"
such a question could not be answered by them. "No man was
able to answer him a word." They could not refute Christ's
arguments; they would not receive and ponder them; so they
held their peace. Had they had a reai d esire to be instructed,
they would have profited by the present occasion; coming to
the light with honest and good hearts, they would have
been enlightened: But this was far from their wish , so they
went away empty. They perceived that they could gain no
advantage over Christ by su ch methods of attack. Pharisees,
Sadducees, and Herodians had all suffered defeat, and they
dared tempt him no longer by questioning.
Christians should profit by Bible questions and scriptural
answers. The apostle said to Christians: " But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready al'\Vays to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in y<>u with meekness and fear" ( 1 Peter 3:1 5 ). Let
us examine carefully a few questions which pertain to our
being Christians and living the Christian life. The question
is frequently asked: "Why are you a member of the church
of Christ?" Tho13e who really want a Bible answer can find
from Matthew 16: 1s- that Christ built his church, and from
Romans 16: 16 that local congregations are spoken of as
"churches of Christ." We can see from Acts 20:28 that Christ
purchased the church with his _own blood, but it is the blood
of Christ which cleanses from sin ( 1 Jno. 1: 7), Therefore,
in order to have our sins cleansed by the blood of Christ, it
is necessary to be in the church built by Christ. The sav6d
are added to the church (Acts 2:47) , and -Christ is Savior
of the body which is the church ( Eph. 5 : 2 3) . Why shouldn't
you become a member of the church of Christ? You can
read of it in the New Testament. You do not read of denominational churches being approved by Christ. It is Jesus
who warns that every plant which my h eavenly Father hath
not planted shall be rooted up (Matt. 15: 13) .
We a r e frequently asked·: "Why do you h ave the Lord's
Sup per ever y Lord's day ? Ever y first day of the week? " This
is because we seek to fo llow the example left us in the New
Testament. Acts 20 :7 _points out plainly that this was a
weekly observan ce d uring the days of the apostles. Therefore , if children of God are to do t he will of God acceptably
now, we m ust fo llow the pat tern left us by the early Christians . Some claim that having the Lord's Supper every Lord's
day tends to make it too common, but the same New Testament teaches that we are to lay by in store upon the first
day of the week according to 1 Cor. 16:1 , 2. You can very
easily learn that those who claim it too common to take
the Lord's Su pper every week, do not make the same claim
that it makes it t oo common to take a collection every week,
or even t wice every week. Why not let us respect and follow
t he example left us in the New Testament?
Yo u may be one who wishes to ask why we do not use
some for m of m echanical ins trumental music in worship. W e
a re taught to do things by the authorit y of Christ (Matt.
28 :18), and to do all things in the name of Christ (Col. 3:
17). If you will get your New Testament and begin searching, you will find that Christ neither commanded the use
of mechanical instruments in worship, nor do we have an
approved example for the use of mechanical instruments in
Christian worship, neither is there a necessary inference for
their use now.
Irving, Texas.

Our Littfe Mountain School
Hoskinston, Kentucky
S. H. Hall
The most of our readers, I am sure, have heard of this
school. It was in March, 1945, through the influence of the
lamented H. Leo Boles and at the urgent inv:it~tion of Brother
Bill Browning, Neon, Kentucky, that I went to Hoskinston to
look the fi eld over and see if we could get the trustees of that
little school to turn it over to me, and those who w<>uld be
associat ed with me, to change it from the faith and practice
of the Chri'stian Church to a school governed by New Test ament teaching . This I succeeded in accomplishing, and the
articles of agreement have been published in this paper shortly
after taking it over. The history of the work from then till
now I can not cover mor e than to say I have never, in all of
my life, ma de great er sacrifices and taxed my physical and
mental strength more than I did in getting this school going
as it should. In the effort I did a thing that I had often done
before, viz., assumed financial ·responsibilities that but few
would have assumed. At one time, I had my name on notes
amounting to $4,000.00 with not one thing to secure me except
my Lord. But we won out. Having nothing but kerosene
lamps for Ji.ghting purposes, I set about to get the electric
current extended from Hyden, the county seat of Leslie County, eight miles away, to the school. This was accomplished
in just a few months. Then to install running water, so that
hot and cold water could be had in all the rooms. It took
money! When we started we thought $5,000.00 would do the
job, but it multiplied this amount. Suffice it to say, we soon
had a school as well lighted and with modern conveniences
equal to our city schools'. Tell me not that this was not the
steepest hill I have ever climbed. But, thank God, it was done,
and to my Lord it is all attributed. But enough of this.
Its Present Status
Since leaving Nashville and coming to California, about
three years ago, this school }.as been on my heart, but I was
forc ed to turn it over into the hands of another. Just recently, I wrote Brot her Bill Browning, the man who is resPQnsible for the school falling into my hands, and also wrote his
J:>rother, Orie, who now lives at the school and is responsible
f or such teaching as t he New Testament gives us being taught
there. I here give Brother Bill Browning:'s report qated
J anuary 29, 1953 :
Dear Brother Hall- As to the school, it seems to me it
is in the best condition ever, at least in some respects.
1. We are getting $900.00 more a year from t he
county than we did before, and I see no reason why this
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should stop when we take back over in full swing next
August.
2. The new county Superintendent is for us 100%.
3. Orie has run the school this year and has reduced
the debt $2,000, and if the donations come _in as they
have been the last part of 1952, we will be out of debt
when the school closes in May.
4. We have some mountains yet to climb(1) · Find a preacher and his wife who will come
here and let his wife superintend the girls'
dormitory and he be the principal and govern
the Bible Department. And along with this.,
a preacher who is capable of. teaching and superintending the )Joys' dormitory. He can be
married or single. This is a must--help us
find the men.
(2) We must have a gym. The boys' dormitory
needs to be _improved. This will' cost around
$1,000. Now this is possible, and it is a must,
if we run this school as it should be run.
There is no n&ed of our playing in this school
business.
(3) . Within four or five years we will have an
outlet of twenty-five miles more territory to
cover with our bus. This will give us one
hundred more community children. It would
be a shame and disgrace for those who love
New Testa ment Christianity to let such an
opportunity slip through our fingers. We just
cannot afford to let this happen. The thing
we Sl'\W five years ago is but two years away
if we work now as we should.
Now, Brother Hall, use yo.ur own judgment about what
I am about to say. Write an article for the P.apers,
preferably the Gospel Advocate and the Firm Foundation. My appeal that was published in the Firm Foundation brought us $1,100.00.
Write me. I like to hear from you and Sister Hall.
Let me know when you will be at David Lipscomb College." '
I give this excerpt from Brother Orie's letter-"Bill
and I got back from Nashville attending the lecture
series at D.L.C. We went to see . if we could find a qualified man for this job here but failed. Of course, you
know what we need. Do your best for us."
Only a few words in reference to it all. First, -the Lord
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willing, I will be at David Lipscomb College the last of- May
and first of June. I shall do my best to be in · a board meeting
of our Little Mountain School while there, and I, with others,
are on the hunt for the teachers we need. Willard Collins,
Vice President of David Lipscomb College, is on the. board with
me and I hope he can go with me. 1 am sure I have found
our man.
Now, to you who have helped us before, and others who have
not become rope holders for this sorely · needed school in the
mountains of Kentucky, take it to God in prayer and get a
check to Bill Browning, Neon, Kentucky, P. 0. Box 486. Make
your check as large as possible. Those who ha~e been helping
and all who see this, not only send a check, but solicit checks
from others. May God stir the hearts o:f' those who love such
work, to Rave on hand, when I visit the school, money for all
needed purposes. Some who may be qualified . to meet the
needs as principal and superintending the boys' and girls' dormitories, may see this and be interested. - If so, write Brother
Br owning at once and send a copy of y.our letter to me here
at Arcadia, California, P. 0. Box 863. But remembeT we want
your record as to soundness and godly living, hence, send
references.
I close by asking our friends, everywhere, to join us in your
prayers in behalf of this school. I wanted to give a picture
of the grounds and ·buildings, · atong with the last graduation
cl ass that I had the privilege of seeing in 1949-sixteen of
them, and Brother Batsell Baxter delivered the class address.
We are thankful to know that graduates from this school are
out doing a great work as teachers, home keepers and in the
business world. Remember ·to send all donations j;o Bill Browning, P. 0 . .Box 486, Neon, Kentucky.
We believe Brother Hall has a call that merits consideration
from our liberal~minded readers.-G.H.P.S.

--------0--------

The Catholic Church Strikes Again
This Time to Stap a German Broadcast on Radio Saarbrucken
Otis Gatewood
We all have been hearing of thE difficulties the Catholic
Church has been making for our brethren in Italy. This week
their efforts to stop the truth affected us here in Gennany.
They stopped the broadcasting of the gospel in Germany on
Radio Saarbrucken.
Several months ago we leamed through the Pan American
Broadcasting. Company in New York that we could buy time
on Radio Sam.'brucken. On March 4, 1952, they wrote as follows:
"Radio Saarbrucken, operating commercially since November 1949 . . . has ·decided to accommodate a limited number
of religious pr ograms. With costs surprising low, you will
undoubtedly wish to bring your message to the people throughout Germany, German-speaking Switzerland, the Saar, Alsaice-Lonaine in their native tongue . . . to a people who
have suffered through a long war and a · difficult post-war
existence. Many churches that were destroyed in the war
have never been rebuilt, and your inspirational messages can
do much to restore and renew the faith of people who have
known real misery."
We contacted the Pan American Broadcasting Co. immedidiately and asked for the times that were available. On April
9, 1!:52, Radio Saarbrucken wrote us as follows:
"From the Pan American Broadcasting Co. we received a
letter dated April 1, 1952. . . With this letter I should like
to offer you our services and to tell you that we are ready to
give you all details on behalf of our station . . . . "
A contract was signed to begin broadcasting September 1,
1952; and t.he church in Vemon, Texas, agreed to pay for
the broadcast. Scripts for the first broadcast were sent Radio
Saarbr ucken- June 27th and for programs 2, 3, a:nd 4 August
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28, 1952. However, the broadcast did not begin on September
1st. Because of different excuses from the station, · our program did not begin until the first Friday in January, 1953.
The delays were attributed to political changes in the Saarland, but in talking to one of the officials of the station he
told me the real reason. He said that an old Catholic priest
was on the board of directors and had opposed the beginning
of our program. But the man said, "He is now dead, so
you can begin."
One letter said: "We apologize once more for needing so
much time to get things through but you certainly know that
the Saar problems are rather complicated, and that not only
on pehalf of politics."
Another letter said: "For your private information, the
chief difficulty with starting the. program lay in the - power
of the local Catholic Church which is not interested in any
rival religious teachings in South Germany."
But in spite of this opposition, through the efforts of some
young men who suffered much in intolerance during the last
war, our program was started. Bxother Dieter Alten of Mannheim and Brother Fred Casmir• of Heppenheim did the preaching and we cut our songs and announcements in our own
studios here in Frankfurt. No attack of any ldnd was made
on. other religions, we were extremely cautious to be kind and
inoffensive for we knew the conditioll.s of the land where we
were broadcasting. Our messages were positive. The first
sermon was "Back to the Old Paths," the second, "The Authority of God's Word," the third, "Righly Dividing the Word
· of Truth."
·
Radio Saarbrucken is a small station of only 20,000 watts,
but the reception was good and we were greatly pleased that
we received over fifty letters from the first two broadcasts.
Some of the letters read as follows:
ORTA, Julie
Eschburg 106
Post Graufthal
13 - Rh.
Gemeinde Christi
Radio Sal'!-rbrucken
Saarbrucken

24. 1. 1953

I take the liberty, dear Sir, to write you that I have listened
to your radio program . also today. We do need the word of
God and a strong faith in the present turbulent time, and all
week long I afu happily waiting for this half hour, and would
not want to miss it any more, anri will endeavour to spread
the news of your program wherever I have a chance. Last
week I also listened to yom· broadcast, and I am sorry I
missed the first two programs, however, I will be listening to
you again this coming Friday.

'
Frau Witwe
D. Hoffmann
Limbath b-Homburg - Saar
Friedrichstr. 12
An die
Gem~inde Christi
Saarbrucken

Page Five

FOUNDATION

I salute the Church of Christ
in heart-felt thankfulness,
Orta, Julia
Eschburg 106
Post Graufthal ( 13 Rh.)

24. 1. 1953

I herewith take the liberty to contact your Christian Church
for information to what Christian Brethrenhood do you belong?
Have listened to several sermons over the radio already, and
I am very much interested in the Bible lessons and the wonderful songs. I have also called the attentiO'n of a .friend to
this broadcast, who is now also listening to your belil-utiful
sermons and songs every Friday over Radio Saarbrucken. I

beg friendly to let me have more information. I too belong
to a Christian Brotherhood, and every 14 days a visiting
preacher is coming here to lead our meeting in a small auditorium.
Are you by any chance the Apostolischen?
With Christian greetings,
Sincerely yours,
Frau D. Hoffman, Wwe.
Limbach
~
Hermann W ahrenberg
Saarbrucken I
Bruchschneidersdell 5/ I.
23. January 1953
Gemeinde Christi
c/o Radio Saarbrucken
SUBJECT: Bible Correspondence Course No. 1.
Your radio broadcast has touched me deeply and is the reason to get in touch with you today . . With my soul in distress,
allured (attracted) by the sound of youth times, when I was
happy and felt safe and secure under ..tbe protection of Jesus,
and was filled with urgent desire for· peace in God, I follow
my inner urge an d request you for further information. Soon
there will be night when nobody can work, therefore attend
to things soon, to which your conscience drives you! The
grace and fo r giveness of God is greater than the sin which
is mighty in me. J esus Christ has come into this world to
make free the sinner s, .this I believe and understand, and I
will finally be serious and convert myself and confess, that
Jesus Christ is the Lor d, to the glory of God, the Father!
Amen!
H. W ahrenberg
August Andre
Dudweiler I Saar
Neudweilerstr. 20
Gemeinde Christi

23.1.53

~adio-Saarbrucken

I just had to write you and let you know that· the sermons
and songs you broadcast via Radio Saarbrucken each Friday,
move me deeply. Please let me know whether you alr~ady
have a congregation in Saarbrucken or whether you intend
establishing one there. At what time and where do you hold
your worship services?
Frankfurt A.M., Germany, January 30, 1953.
Ple.ase send me the first lesson of your Bible Correspondence
· Course, because it is my wish to become an ardent servant in
the work of the Lord.
Thank you very much for your kindness,
Sincerely
s/ August Andre
So you can see that great interest was· manifested in the
broadcasting of simple New Testament Christianity from the
beginning. The radio ;tation officials tell me that they received no letters of complaints concerning our program. But
week before last, one of our friends called me and said that
a storm was on among the officials of the radio station and
that I should come over. He said he knew that no objections
had come from the listening public, for such objections would
have been addressed to Radio Saarbrucken and would have
come to his office. The objections were coming from some~me
who knew personally the high officials in the government and
the station. One Catholic Priest (Abba-de-Nys) even went
so far as to talk to one of -our friends who had worked so
hard to get our program admitted. Our biend told the priest,
"You should not object to the broadcasts of the Church of
Christ. · The money they pay helps make it possible for us
to ~et you broadcast free!"
The priest seemed to be satisfied, but evidently he was not.
Last Monday, we received the .following letter:
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"I am so sorry that I have to tell you that a decision of
QQyernment came through telling us that we are no longer
allowed to broadcast the Chureh of Christ feature. I am
hastening to tell you that yesterday, Friday, January 23,
1953 is your last time on the air. It would be useful if you
<Could come to see the gentlemen in question who are responsible for this decision in order to talk to them and to try to
.convln.ce them."
Brethren Bennett, Mingle, Casmir, and I went over last
-Wednesday and talked to these officials, and urged them to
allow our broadcasts to continue. We called the Pan American Broadcasting Co. and urged them to send a cable urging
the officials to allow us to continue. In conversation with
the man in N. Y., he said, "I am not a bit surprised that your
broadcast is canceled. You know why and so do I."
Yes, brethren, we know why. The great disturbance arose
from Brother Alten's second sermon on "The Authority of
the Word of God." The Catholic Church does not recognize
the Word of God as authority. To them the Catholic Church
is authority and God's Word is true only becaus·e and when
the Catholic Church says so. Such a simple message caused
a storm and resulted in our being forb idden to preach on the
radio even though we were paying for our time.
The radio announc·ed Friday that because of technical difficulties our program would no longer be heard at that time.
That's the SaJme excuse Stalin gave for the Be rlin blockade.
The Catholic Church cries long and loud about freedom of
religion in America where she is in the -minority, but in lands
where she holds the power, she denies .religious liberty to all.
The Catholic Church complains much about mistreatment of
her priests and cardin;:tls behind the it'On curtain but she does
not hesitate to treat those, where she has the power to do so,
the same way.
Brethren, every morning at 7:30 ' here in Frankfurt, over
the American Forces Network, a station supported by taxpayers' money, the Catholic Chun:h preaches her doctrine
boldly and with no apology, and this free of charge. Taxpayers in America who do not believe the Catholic doctrine
are thus forced to support the preaching of Catholic doctrine.
I went to tbe chaplains' office here to ask for some free time
on the station, with equal privileges. He was a Catholic and
ordered me ·out of his office and said, "If there is any available time on A. F. N., I'll take it. "
Yes, the Catholic Church forces us to support the preaching
<>f Catholic doctrine by taking our tax supported ·radio station that isn't supposed to be used to propagate any denominational doctrines, and when she has the power she throws us
out of her offices and forces us from radio stations _where
we are willing to pay and are supposed to have religious freedom.
The Saarland is looking to America for financial help, and
her constitution guarantees religious freedom, but such clauses
are in European constitutions now only to court the help of
America.
MT. SEQUOYAH CAMP OF THE OZARKS
July 11-19, 1953
GENERAL DAILY PROGRAM
' 7:00 a.m.-Breakfast in . the cafeteria
-8:30 a.m.-General Assembly a~d Devotion-all ages.
9:00-1.0:35 a.m.-A choice of courses-classes, all ages.
10:45-11:40 a.m.-Supervised and planned recreation
12:00 Noon-Lunch in the cafeteria.
REST
l :30-2:30 p.m.-Supervised and planned recreation.

3:00-6:00 p.m.-Sermons by 5 different pre,achers
(not more than 20 minutes)
6:45 p.m.-Dinner in cafeteria
6:30-7:30 p.m.-

Tuesday, March 10, 1953
1. Teacher Training groups
2. Specialized training for elders and deacons

3~ Specialized training for preachers
8:15 p.m.-Brother R. N. Hogan (colored) wfll preach to
whiteyand colored

Special tourS! to nearby scenic points and fishing trips will
be arranged with guides.
Some teachers, preachers, counsellors and matrons will be
selected from our visitors. Will you be available? What
would you like to do ?
. RESERVATIONS
Please make your reservations now if you can. Write to
Church of Christ, Box 84, Fayetteville, Arkansas, for further
information. All reservations should be sent in before June
15, 19-53.

----0•----CENTRAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE THIRD ANNUAL
LECTURE PROGRAM; MARCH 29-APRIL 2
,Theme:

"Faith Working Thr()ugh Love" (Gal. 6:5)

March 297:30 p.m .-Faith in the Inspiration of the . Scriptures-James
0. Baird
March 3010:30 a.m.-Duties and Responsibilities of the Elders-B. E.
Lemmons
11:15 a.m.~Our Love for God as Manifest in Our LivesStafford North
2:30 p.m.-Planting the Gospel in New Fields-William J.
Shackelford
3:15 p.m.-Panel Discussion: The Need in the North Central
States-Arthur W. Francis, Jr. and Gordon J.
Pennock
7:30 p.m.-Faith in God and His Divine Plan-James D. Bales
March 3110:30 a.m.-Duties and Responsibilities of the Preachers-Robert B. Hawkins
11:15 a.m.-Our Love for the Church as Manifest in Our Loyalty to It-O. J. Russell
2:30 p.m.-Organizing the Church for Work-:-W· W. Tynes
3:15 p.m.-Panel Discussion: Central Christian College, Its
•
Plan s and Purposes-L. B. Clayton and L. R.
Wilson
7:30 p.m.-Faith in Christ and His Divine Teachings-James
W. Reynolds
April 1·10 :30 a.m.-Duties and Responsibilities of the TeachersLeonard Tyler
11:15 a .m.-Our Love for One Another as Manifest in Our
Attitude-Peny Cotham
2:30 p.m.-Planning a Comprehensive Program to Include
Each and Every Member-Harvey W. Scott
3:15 p.m.-Panel Discussion: Friction in the Local ChurchCause, Prevention and Cure-Otis Webb and
Charles EJ Parker
7:30 p.m.-Faith in the .Holy Spirit and His Divine Workings
-George Bailey
April 210:30 a.m.-Duties and Responsibilities of Each ·and Every
Member-Frank Smith
11:15 a.m .-Our Love for Souls as Manifest in our DeedsRoy H. Lanier
2:30 p.m.-Cooperation Between Churches-Loyd Connell
3:15 p.m.-Panel Discussion: Planning an Effective Dail:»
Vacation Bible School-Wilburn C. Hill
7:30 p.m.-Faith in the Church and Her Glorious Triumph-John Banister
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible

Say~

PREACHERS HEARD SINGING IN JAIL!
Just as Jesus was persecuted for doing the will of God so
his disciples should not be surprised to be persecuted for righteousness sake. Jesus taught us in the sermon on the mount
that we should rejoice and be _glad when men persecute u.s
"f-or his sake" for great is our reward in heaven:. So Paul
and Silas·were able to sing praises to God aft.er they had been
beaten with many ·stripes and locked in stocks in the inner
prison at Philippi. Such faith should inspire all who follow ,
Christ to have courage in this day of open opposition to the
Bible and the church in many lands!
Reading the last half of the sixteenth chapter of Acts we
find a marvelous miracle c,ccurring. God was not unmindful
of .his two servants who had the faith to pray and sing even
in jail. A great earthquake shook the prison and opened ali
the doors and loosed the bands of the prisoners. The warden
of the pl1son had been asleep. He awakeiled to see the prison
doors open and thought that the prisoners had all escaped.
According to Roman law he would be killed for allowing this
to happen, so he drew his sword to commit suicide. Paul
sensed the situation and cried out saying, "Do thyself no
harm, for we are all here."
Although the jailor was presumably a pagan he knew that
Paul had 'been preaching some kind of salvation. The miracle
had convinced .him that God was with Paul so he fell doWn
and cried: "Sirs, what. must I do to be saveil?" Paul an·
swerea in these wonderful words·: "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house."
Of course the jailor had to learn about Jesus and Jesus' will
for him before he could trust in Jesus as the Son of God and
~egin walking in the Way of life. So "they spake unto him
the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house" (Acts
16:32). This means that Paul preached to him the same gospel
Peter preached on the day of .Pentecost. He told him that
Jesus is the Christ, that he di~d for our sins, and was raised
!from the dead and is now at the right hand of God. Of course,
Paul told the jailor to repent, although repentance is not specifically mentioned. Peter told those on Pentecost to "Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the -name of Jesus Christ
lfor (unto) the remission of sins . . ." (Acts 2:38). We know
that Paul told him to be baptized because "he took them the
same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway" (Acts 16:33). We don't
know where he took them. It may 'have been to the river
where Lydia had been praying or to one of the pools the Roman houses contadned. But we can see how important Paul considered baptism in that he baptized the ones he had taught
"'the same hour of the night." In no instance in the New TeSrtament do we find ~nitent believers postponing baptism for a
single hour.
This account throws light on the comprehensive meaning
of. "beliElving on the Lord Jesus Christ." It does not mean
fnerely "faith" in the sense of an intellectual assent. It means
faith or trust which leads one to obey Christ's commands.
Faith is a continuous attitt'lde. Repentance is faith changing
our will. Confession of Christ is faith speaking. Baptism
intQ Christ is faith acting. Prayer is faith communing with
God. Living the daily Christian life is faith serving.
·;

May we plead with you to follow the example of this Roman
jailor. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with all your heart.
Confess your faith before men. Repent of your sins and be

buried with your Lord in the likeness of his death, burial, a:t;:~d
1·esurrection (Romans 6:4). Then you can rejoice as the jailor
did. Then you can let Jesus lead you every day walking in
the light as Jesus is in the light "and the blood of Jesus
Christ" will continually cleanse you from all siru (1 John 1:7).
We stand ready to assist you at any hour of the day or night.

JACK MEYER IN SPECIAL LECTURES
AT CENTRAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
L. R. Wilson

From February 2nd through the 6th, Brother Jack Meyer,
now located with the Homewood church in Birmingham, Alabama, gave a special series of instructions to the young
men who are preparing to preach ..
_ Brother Meyer had these young men under him for approximately four hours a day for five days. During this time
he covered a wide range of subjects such as the place of
a preaclier in a congregation, his relations)lip to the overseers, and to the membership in general; he talked about
the preacher's library, how to build and use it; he emphasized the importance of studying the .B ible, having a set
time for studying it, and for doing everything else that the
preacher has to do; he also discussed the need of recreation, physical exercise which the preacher should take, his
time with his own family, and how to meet his own personal probl~rus. In another series of talks, Brother Meyer
pointed out numerous pitfalls against which every preacher
must guard. These included such as disappointments, a defeatist attitude, taking sides in personal matters, too much
"confidential" talk, allowing one's self to be "used" by other
people, over emphasis on s8me pet subject or project, ·etc.
He then outlined the different types and programs of work
a preacher is called upon to do, and gave some. excellent
suggestions on how to get such, jobs done. A short time was
allowed at the close of each session for questions and discussions by the class.
At each of the chapel services Brother Meyer talked on
the New Testament church, and the distinctive features which
differentiate it . from all humam seo11s. Both the fiaculty and
student body pronounced his work "good, ·a nd very good."
He gave to our young men some very "down to earth" advice
which should help · them materially in preparing fo.r thejr
work. This is but another service that Central Christian College is seeking to render to our young men who come here
to school. It is our plan to bring other outstanding men here
from year to year to give some special lessons to our young
men who are preparing to preach. Those who have served
the congregations for a long period of time in the capacity
of preaching the gospel know first hand about the problems
that preachers face. Men who have met them successfully,
and have been able to render the greatest service among our
people should certai.nly be heard by those who expect to
follew similar work.
Brother James 0. Baird, Dean of Central Christian College,
and who taught nothing but Bible at David Lipa.comb College
for a number of years, will head our Bible work next year.
A number of our staff assist in Bible and in Biblical tea"ching. W'e are constantly striving to strengthen all departments
of our work, but especially in Bible teaching. since this is
the core of any Christian school, we cannot give too much
emphasis to it.
Quite a number of students are · already making their
plans to attend Central Christian College next yea.r. Tb8
future of our w'Ork looks bri.ght.
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THE LECTURESHIP AT ACC
The, annual lectureship the last week in February,
1953, is now a matter of hist0ry. Always largely attended, this year holds the distinction of having the
largest attendance in the history of Abilene Christian
College Lectureships. The attendance according to
registration was approximately 4500 people from
about twelve or thirteen different nations besides
the United States. At the annual fellowship meeting
of visiting preachers and elders, there were nearly
1500 present participating in the social contacts and
getting acquainted procedure ot that interesting hour.
The preachers present had a record of having preached
from a very few years each, on up to sixty-one years.
Two in the number attained the maximum years of
service. Brother J. D. Thomas, master of ceremonies
at this meeting, as well as the director of the entire
program of the iectureship, should be mentioned favorably for his very unusual activity and work and
eminent success in his accomplishments. There were
meetings of different kinds -in different · halls and
auditoriums practically all the time during the day
and until late in the evening.
These lectureships, which by the way, simply amount
to not}(Ing but gospel s~rtnons on the great themes
of the Bible, were very highly interesting and instructive. Reports from the various countries of Europe
where the gospel is being preached - France, Belgium, 1Holland, Italy, Germany, England, and perhap~
some other states - were of special importance to
those in the homeland who are suppo~ting these gospel preachers and teachers in these lands. Quite anumber of ahurches in the United States are able ' and
willing and are happily engaged or interested in these
fields of evangelism in a very satisfactory way. Also
a number of brethren from among the most faithful
and acceptable in the United States are going abroad
or have gone ·and are engaged in this work. Suspicions and implications under such circumstances are
always arising in regard to whether the work will
be carried on in a scriptural way. This makes these
_brethren really more careful in their work. And after
all, it is creditable to those who are faithful to be on
the -watch in regard to the matter of the sound doctrine of Christ and church government. The idea that
·a new organization is being formed among the churches for doing work in any land, whether ours or any
other place, has apparently no foundation in fact.
Churches are forwarding funds to the work of preaching the gospel; and . this has been the case, whether
in this country or other countries, during the history ·
of the Restoration Movement. The departures that

G. H. P. SHOWALTER, Editor

were made some - years ago involved the organizing
and operating of home missionary societies, foreign
missionary societies, and a large number of other sO.:
cieties on a large scale which, of course, involved the
establishment of ecclesiasticisms with organizations
and officials unheard of or unknown in the New Testament. But the ~ work that has been more recently
done by our brethren abroad has not in any way affected the local autonomy of the churches of Christ,
and the methods of forwarding funds have been in
ways that seem safe and scriptural. Much of this
support is sent direct through the postal service and,
while that service was not available in the days of
the apostles, its scripturalness is not challenged. For
one congregation to forward money by its own members or members of another congregation or elders
in another congregation is certainly in keeping with
the teaching of the New Testament.
The lectureship from a standpoint of the addresses
made was quite acceptable to those interested in Christian Education and was excellent in the cause of our
Lord Jesus Christ in a general way. A college is, of
cqurse, an institution of men, as such, while it may
serve a useful purpose, can very well be imperfect in
many ways. Teaching is a business that is necessary
and has always been so regarded. E,ven children have
to learn language and have to learn everything else
that they need and do not know. Paul went to school;
and his father seemed t0 have picked out the best institution of learning in his day in the school of the
g-reat educational leader, Gamaliel, at Jerusalem. The
leading lectures will be published immediately by the
Firm Foundation Publishing House, and a sufficient
number will be printed to accommodate all orders that
are sent in at an early date:
Sister Showalter and I had the privilege and blessing of attending a portiol}. of these lectures, which
were very enjoyable, interesting, and instructive: I
was extended the courtesy of an invitation to sit in
w_ith the Board of Regents of ACG and was much
pleased with the deliberation on important matters
under consideration by the college. I extended my congratulations to the board for the adoption of a resolution adding a full Graduate Department to the college. This will be quite an accommodation to a ~arge
number of graduate students who prefer, and can now
take their work at ACC instead of having to go to
other . schools to complete their graduate work. President Don Morris and his associates in the large faculty, hatve a great opportunity and a great responsibility in· the administration and operation of the large
program now laid out before the school for the future.
Our prayer for them is, that they may, in all things
be guided by the wisdom that is from above. ·
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AN APPEAL FOR
ST. JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND

J. Harold Thomas
Fro m G-reenland's icy mountains,
From India's coral stTand
Where Africa's s1~nny fOuntains
Roll down th eir golden sand,
From many an ancient river,
F1·om many a palmy plain
They call us to d eliver ·
Th eir hands from error's chain .

Br other C. G. McPhee, of Beamsville, Ontario, and
I have just returned from St. John's, Newfoundland.
There are approximately fifteen members of the New
Testament church meeting faithfully there. All but
one of those meeting are in the Air Force and
are stationed at Fort Pepperrell, or the wives of such
men.
These men and women are truly an inspiration.
Their faithfulness is more challenging than sermons
and should appeal to the church everywhere. They
propose to make their stay in Newfoundland the occasion for the firm establishment of a church there
- the first and only church of the churches of Christ.
Already two of these men, with the consent of their
- wives, have asked for extended duty in this land thousands of miles away from their homes and loved ones
in order that they may make a larger contribution
to this cause. These men and women have not only
proposed to make their enforced separation a means
for God's glory and the salvation of men - but they
have asked .for a longer stay so that they may be
able to serve more. They are missionaries in as true
a · sense as any preacher might be who proposed to
bear Christ's gospel to a distant land. ·one man and
his wife who will be in a position to return to the
states and to their home, which they already own, and
draw comfortable retirement pay, are giving thought
to staying in Newfoundland until a self-sustaining
church is a reality.
These Christians are pledged to give liberally to support this work. With no more than eight salaried members they assure $200.00. monthly out of their own
contributions for · the support of the work in St.
John's.
The group is a studious group. They love God's
word. It is a group of willing workers in the public
services. Ray Faires preaches good sermons. Charles
Caldwell leads the singing well. Kenneth Smith, Jim
Reeves and Willard Weidner read the Scriptures publicly, lead public prayers and teach the Bible. Other
men and women of the church are active and eager
to be more active in teaching and personal work as
they have opportunity.
Two eminent needs appear in St. John's. A suitable
house of meeting is needed. Property values are so
advanced that the best and cheapest solution is to
purchase a lot and build a small building - a building which will be a complete unit of a larger and final
plant. Qne result of our trip was the selection of an
ideal lot and an application for the purchase of it
from the St. Jol:ui's Housing Corporation. We have
every reason to believe that the board of the Corporation will pass favorably on this application, but, if it
does, we can expect the building site to cost little if
any less than $5000.00 - and it may be more. We
hope and pray that the lot will be secured and that
a building wiH. be erected on it during 1953.
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And - men must go to St. John's to evangelize
the city and the island. There should be at least one
man of proven ability, of experience and of a thorough
knowledge of God's word to go. I do not know of one
such man who is willing to go. I know many such men
who will not go. I could list their names- an imposing
list- men whom I love and who are widely loved and
respected - but they will not go to St. John's or to
aJny other such field. They will go only where there
are already well established and prosperous congregations -where there is already a good building or the
immediate prospect of one. Or they will go only to
serve in established schools or other such enterprises
that offer a double measure of security and prestige
as well as a "greater opportunity." I may misjudge
some men on my list - but after my errors are corr ected there will st ill be a long list of the most able
and notable preachers who will not go to any place like
St. John's, Newfoundland.
Perhaps someone I misjudge will go - or some
worthy man whom I do not know. God grant someone
·
to go!
.
· If you are willing to help these wonderful Christians
who are so eager and willing and zealous to preach
the gospel throughout this Canadian province, write
to Captain Kenneth L. Smith, 81 Goodridge Street, St.
John's, Newfoundland.
516 Union Street, Bangor, Maine.
TEXAS NORMAL SINGING SCHOOL
Sabinal, Texas
Texas No1mal Singing School at Sabinal, Texas, is dedicated
to training song leaders for the churches of Christ.. Our 1952
session brought us men and boys from seven states. Our
dormitories were filled to capacity with the finest Christian
men and boys· that could possibly be rallied together.
For 1953 we are expecting an even larger enrollment than
we had last year. In order to take care of everyone who
wishes to come, we have enlarged our quarters, making the
third time we have had to expand. We have had near. 400
students to enroll from 17 states in our brief history of s'even
years. W~ feel this is a work worthy of your attention.
If Y<>U a re interested in training as a song leader, song
writer, or teacher, do not get our work confused with other
singing normals. We welcome your inquiries that we may
send you more literature. If you are already acquainted with
our program and wish to send in your reservation it is now
time to register. . We take men and boys from the age of 12
arrd up. The cost for the entire program, room, meals and
instruction is only $65.00 and we request a deposit of $5.00
of this amount to be mailed in with your reservation. School
will open June 7th to the 20th of this year. Send all mail to
our winter office, P. 0. Box 293, Cry..stal City, Texas.
Commentary on the Entire Bible
by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown ------------Commentary on Hebrews by Milligan -------------Fourfold Gospel by McGarvey-Pendleton ----------The One-Volume Bible Commentary, covering the
. entire Bible by J . R. Dummelow -------------Commentary on Romans by Moses E. Lard ---------Commentary on First Corinthians
br Lipscomb-Shepherd ------------ ------------ -----Campbell-Owen Deba:te on Infidelity --------------Memoirs of Alexander Campbell -----'--------------
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a small group in a difficult field and th e
presence of v isitors will be of great encouragement to us. We are still In n eed of
help on ou r building fund. One of the greatest hindrances to our work here Is the lack
of a meeting house. If each reader would
send a donation, even If only one dollar, it
would m ean much to us in our efforts to
build.

l'llartin Kamstra, McCamey, T exas, March
Gilbert Allan, Brownwood, Texas, March
1: Five were baptized and o n e res tored at 1: Today marks a year that I have worked
:McCamey, T exas, during F ebruary.
w ith the West Baker congregation here In
Brownwood. During this time one has been
Dill Thompson, Lufkin, Texas, February baptized, seven restored, a nd two placed
·27: One baptiz ed on Febru ary 15, and one membership. The. Lord has richly blessed
A. c. Williruns, Sand Springs, Oklahoma,
Februaq· 24: We began with the Central
baptized and one restored February 22.
the work here.
Church h ere F ebr uary 22. The church shows
Monroe E . ~awley, 3413 S. Alabama Ave., a fine inter es t in its work in this city. One
B • . E. Bawcom, 926 North C Stree t , F ebT u ary 2;/5:
One was baptized, two placed Milwaul< ee 7, Wisconsin, February 27: The placed· membership a t the morning service.
membership a nd three wer~ r estored during church In Milwaul<ee, which m ee ts a t 1457 We hope to hav e a good work with the conFebruary. Every phase of the work Is on N. 35th Street, h as had four baptisms r e - gre gation and community. I begin a meetcently.
The colored congregation es tab- in g at Olton, T exas, March 2, and at Gruver,
.an upward trend.
li she d last summer is growing sp lend idly. Apr il 1.
Dill Cnvender, 7724 Mohawk Drive, Dallas. It meets at 2153 N. 8th.
Jno. K. Lnnier, Seagoville, Texas, Febru~exas, February 27:
Four h ave recently
H . E Evans, L eonard, T exas, February 28 : ary 26 : Brother David Walker of Dallas
-obeyed the gospel at the Love Field church.
One was form erly a Baptist and.,one a Pr es - The church of Chr ist of L eon ard, Texas, is fill e d his appointment at Pleasant Grove
d es irous of secur ing the services of a middle Church of Christ last Lord's day. Brother
b yt erian.
aged gospel minist<>r for local work.
He Willard Morrow will be in a meeting at
David Allnn, Brownwood, T exas , F ebru- must b e of sound doctrin e and be ab le to .Crandall, next wee!;:.
I am engaging my
.ary 22:
Th e work goes a long in a very furnish references.
If in terested, contact time for 1953 now as song director. I will
fine way here at Austin Avenue.
Three me.
go anywhere. L et me h ear from you at an
·were b aptized and one r estored this past
early date.
week. Come and visit with u s when you
Tom E. Wallace, P . 0. Box 7, Hobbs, New
<)Orne our way.
Mexico, F ebruary 28: Th ere have been eight
Elbert R. Garretson, 1110 East Santa F e,
baptisms and three restorations th e past Fullerton, California: We have moved back
Tom Walker, 1135 Hollywood, Dall a s, Tex - two Sundays. This makes a total of 139 to work with the chu rch here for the second
as, February 23: Yesterday was my 50th for 21 m onth s wor l<. Th e Hobbs church a nd time. Bo th inte r est an d attendance are good.
anniversary as a preacher. The church at the Parkview church of Odessa begin con - We a nticipate good things. 0n e was bapMt. Tabor provid ed flowers for the pulpit struction of a building in Chihuahua City, tized a few days ago. Our training class es
and presented m e some ni ce gifts. Above Mexico, soo n.
for m en and boys are jus t starting with good
a ll, there was a good crowd.
interest and some are coming in from surClnude A. Guil<l, _2701 E. Belknap Street,
rounding p laces. We en j oyed our work with
Fred F. Gibson, P. 0. Box 72, Dickens, Fort Worth 11, T exas, March 2: Fifteen
Caruth e r s and appreciate them highly.
Texas: I accepted the work her e February placed membership, seven were r es tor ed
1. I r es ' gned my position as assoc iate with and two were baptized during the month of
w . A. Holley, Port Arthur, T exas, Februthe Lampasas church the last of January to F ebruary at the ch-urch of Christ in Riverary 25: I am now in my fourth year with
take full time work h E:re.
One r estored side, Fort Worth. Broth er L. D. Webb of
. the DeQueen Boulevard Church of Christ.
Portland, Oregon, is with us in our spring
the first Sunday.
The faith of all of our memb e rs continue
meeting at the present time. We had 662
to grow, and we . are expecting to accomplish
Choice L. Bryru>t, 165 So. 15th St., Salem, in Bible study classes las t Sunday. My next
great things for the Lord during this new
Oregon, February 21:
We have baptiz ed meeting will be In Anson, Texas, with
year. Rec ently we have had two baptisms.
two more inmates In the Oregon State Pen- Thomas L. Campb e ll.
The Lord has blessed us wonderfully, and
itentiary of recent date. Br.other W. E. Irwe have m ade much progress. By the grace
Robert D. Bankes, 810 Houston Street, Kilvine is to serve us as visiting evangelist
of God we s hall keep on keeping on.
gore, Texas, March 2 : In th e last two
in a special campaign March 1 - 4.
months th e r e h ave been nine res ponses h !\::-c
Oliver C. Cmmlng-ham, 406 Chestnut St.,
Cl1arles E . Ge•ltry, Box 375, Lamar, Colo - at Houston and Broadway. T wo were bap Cookeville, Tennessee, February 24: Today
rado, F ebru ary 25: Since January l there tized, six placed m e mbership, and one con the movin g van l eaves Shawnee fo r Cookehave been two baptisms and on e r estoration. fessed wrongs. A Lecture Seri es will b<l
vine. On l ast Thursday, a soldier, hom e on
An Increase in attendance In th e Bib l e study co nducted April 13-17 on th e theme, "Teachleave, was baptized. Sunday a husban d was
and evenin g services reflects the increased ing God's Word Through Bible Classes."
bapt iz ed and his wife restored. At a spe i nterest by the m embers.
c ia l se rvi ce Monday night, a wife was bapBoyd C. Glover:' At the time I write thi s
!tized and her husband restored, an o the r
J. T. 1\Iarlin, 150 3 McCaulley, Sweetwater, the c hurch of Chri st in Sudan is in n eed of
husband and wife restored and a widow re'l'exas , F ebru ary 23: One was baptized a t a preach er to move here some time after
stored.
4th & Elm yesterday. This was the 30th March 9. Th ey will h ave a n ew two-b~d
baptlsm In the past three months. I will room hom e for a preach er to move into if
James L. Eubnnks, Box 252, Forsan , :rexbe with the church at Crawfordsville, In- deal goes through as w e ll as one. of the
diana, in ·a meeting beginning March 23rd. ni ces t church buildings to be found. Any- as, F eb ru ary 20: On F e brua ry 8, we began
on e Inte r es ted may contact I. R . Boren or work with the congre gation In Forsan. The
members have a mind to work and we are
John W. Plgg-, Gunter, Texas , F eb ruary V. G. Wood, Sudan, Texas.
:trusting that the Lord will bless our efforts.
23: It was a pl easure to preach on Lord's
Thomas B. Warren; Galena Park, T exas, Th e e lders here are V. L. Bennett, 0. W .
days during February in Kingston, Oklahoma. Brother Grady Cooper expects to begin March 2: W e invite everyone In the vicinity Fletcher, and Erda Lewis. We are looking
a. ministry with them March 1st. May God of Houston to be with us lr\ the ope ning forward to a profitable work for the Lord
'bless his labors with that spl endid people. s ervice In the new auditorium of the church In th e coming months. When In this part
in Galena Park, March 29. The buildin g is of the state come and worship with us.
A
E. c. _ McKenzie, Box 116·~. Montgom ery, located at Third and Holland Streets.
DIU lUcCown, 176 Ohio Street, New BraunAlaqama, February 23: Five placed mem- series of Bible lectures with a diff ere nt
bership · with the Catoma Street cong:rega- .s p eak e r each evening will begin that day fels, F eb rua ry 24: The lO<)al congregation,
tlon yesterday morning. There is consider- to continue through April 10, with no serv- numbe ring less than 100, Is releasing Its
ministe r from local responsibiliti es and supable sickness h ere, but our attendance Is ice on Saturday evening.
porting him in three-Sunday meetings. I am
holding up remarkably well.
R. V. Scott, Tunica, Mississippi, F ebruary t o be with the church at Natick, , MassachuTexas H. Ste-.·ens, Dallas, Texas, February 24 : Reginald Ginn of Meridian, Miss issippi, setts, April 12-26; ·Nixon, Texas, MaY, 10- 24
27: During F ebru a ry, seven were added at will be with us In a gospel me e ting fr om a nd at Gonzales, 'Yexas, July 5-19. Thl:s work
the Elmwood congregation In Dallas, one March 16-25. I will begin the m ee ting on Is all with small congregations needing as being baptized ·and one restored. The elders Ma rch 15th.
Services will be conduct e d s istance.
In addition, the local group Is
continue to lead scripturally and well. Plans each evening In the Tunica County Court m a king possible work among the colored
for a new meeting house progress nicely. House beginning at 7:45 p.m. Brethren and in New Braunfels in June. This Is truly a
How wonderful are God's blessings!
friends are urged to be with u s as we are missionary-minded congregation.
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J. P. Williams, Rt. 11, .Bi>X 19 8, Ft. Worth ,
Texas, February 23 : During the month of
February nin e answered the invitat io n call
here .at Lake Worth. Three were baptized,
five id ent ifi ed, and one confessed fault. For
these we give God the glory, and press on
to g r eater things for his cau se. The annual
Fort Worth l ect ur es will be held March 16 20. Three l ectures will be given daily. We
invite you to come and enjoy this feast with
us here in Fort Worth.

FOUNDATION

Zacatecas, Mexico. We are also having fel lowship in the H.erald of Truth. Broadcast.
We plan to continue all of th ese woJCl<s
while erecting our ~arger building. We had
some two hun.dred to respond to the invitatlon this past year of which s ixty-nine were
baptisms.
Du.forll Holt, 1621 Mitchell Street, Humboldt, T en nessee, F ebruary 23:
Th e work
in Humboldt b eg ins with good int e r es t. Five
have been baptized since we arrived thE:
latter part of J anuary. With the people r ecovering from flu our attendance has increased. The church appreciates the good
wo'rlc done b y Brother Paul Hall who la bored with these good brethren for four
years .
When pailslng through Humboldt,
worship with us at 1613 Mitchell Street. My
meeting (mission) ·in Kentucky in J an uary
r esulted in three coming out of the Christian Church, one member restored, and one
baptized. The grejl. t mission f ie ld of Southeastern Kentucky is showing great growth
with Corbin as the center for radio preaching and contacting the listeners.

Dill lUcCown, 176 Ohio Street, New Braunfe ls, '.r exas, February B5: Our worl;: in New
Braunfels c·ont inu es to show progress.
I
am no w in my fourth year with the church
at this place. My book of e ight radio ser mons exposing the fallacy of the Oneness
Ho lin ess, and Pentecostal people on the Holy
Spirit, One God, D ivine Healing, and Mira. cles is now being distributed.
Price: 50c
per copy, postpaid. Ord er from me at above
address.
J. F. Doggett, 1001 Meadow Lane Street,
Tyler, T exas, February 2 7 : Since last report one has been baptized here at the
Crescent Heights congregation. We are lookIng forward with pleasure to our spring
meeting with Brother Ray Chester of Vernon, T exas, who is to be with us in April.
It is good to be associated with P . D. Wil m ~t h and L. L. Gieger in the work in Tyler.
The peace, coo peration and fellowship between the three congregations seems to be
of the Yery best. Worship with us when
In Tyler.

W . .D. Black, . Box 152, Evant, Texas, F ebruary 23: Through the month of February
I have preached at San Saba each Sunday,
supplying for them till the ir preacher could
get there on Mar ch 1. Brother A. C. Knight
from Mason is to begin his labors with
them. San Saba is a good church to worl;:
with. Some of the "salt of the earth" are
there. It was ind eed a p leasu re to l abor
with them. I am available for appointments
anywhere in reach of Evant in the coming
months. I am to be with the church at
Leand er the fifth Sunday in March. All - day
services. ' All in reach are invited.
Joltn G. Dills, 4133 Middlesex Drive, . San
D iego, 'californ ia, February 23:
We had
a very profitab le day at Linda Vista today.
Two responded to the invitation. One was
baptized int o Christ, and one •· es tored to
her fir s t lov e. Next L ord ' s day, Linda Vista
s h a ll have dinner together a n d singing In
the afte rn oo n.
Thi s is in memory of the
fifth year of her existenc e. Nine hundr ed
twenty-nine responses for th e five years,
abo ut one -third of them baptisms.
I am·
to be In T en n essee th e firs t half of Augu ~ t
In a m ee ting. I would like another meeting
before and after. If lnte r e,sted, write me
at above address.
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Frank Trnyler, Chaplain (Major), U .S.A.F.,
P. 0 . Box 207, Boern e, Texas, Mar ch 2: I
concluded twenty-eight months of duty at
L ackland A ir Force Base, San Antonio, T exas, yesterday. During February, nine men
were bap~ized, and one was restored. L king back over the past tour of duty, I notice that I have held 130 services for our
brethren , with a total attendance of 17,506,
making an average week ly atte nd ance of
134. During that time, 80 men have been
baptized and 60 have been restored. I am
l eaving for the Far East the first part of
April, so I would like to have the names
and APO addresses of you r l oved ones over
in the Far East. Please send to my Boerne
address right away. Since I am in the Air
Force, it is lik ely I can contact airmen with
greater ease, but I shall do my b est.
'Vayue Harg'l'o'•e, 5317 South Park Boule vard , Houston 21, Texas, February 26: We
than!<- the Lord for the remarkable progress being made here at the MacGregor
Park congregation.
We have had thirtynine additions (including seven baptisms)
during -Janu ary ancl February, br in ging our
membership to 190. Nine were added last
Sunday.
Our Bible School attendance the
past four Sundays has been 211, 319 , 234 and
246, _respectively, each a r ecord. Our Sunday morning worship attendance is .almost
3Q,O. Our contrib u tio n s have been $488 , $540,
$544 ancl $1154 during Feb ruary. Our building Is less than four months old, but we are
planning to add anothe r large unit immediately. 'Tw e lv e preachers and teache r s f r om
eight congregations in the Houston area
will lecture and demon:;trate methods and
materials In our Teach er. Training Course
March 9-13. Visit with us when you are
in Houston.

C. L. ~faxwell, Gonzales, Texas, February
24: The work h e re is thriving. Two restorations, one baptism, and four by memb e rship the past three weel,s. The church
here is trying to establish a colored cong r egation but h asn't reached the point where
we can assume all ex penses attached in
such an effort. If we could secure a good
co lor ed preacher right no w, I b eli eve the
co lor ed . people 'of this city would respond
to such a meeting in a great way. If some
well established congregation would shoulder this responsibility the church here would
cooperate in every way possible.
If any
individual wishes to assist, a nd wants to
'\V. Rny Votaw, P. 0. Box 605, So u th Housmake an dffering to help us g e t in position
We have been
to have this meeting, they may mail their ton, Texas, February 26:
offering to W . W. Kennedy, 1430 N. Hamil- blessed in our first year with the church
ton, Gonzal es , Texas.
here in South Ho u ston . ~ There have been
well over one hundred responses this past
In the
J . Emmett Wain,..-rlgltt, 1330 South 3rd year with Increases on all fronts.
Street, Las Vegas, Nevada, February 28 : past year we have been ab l e to extend our
Two meetings in California, Oildale and resources to the J apanese work in Ibaraki,
Exeter. Three w e re baptized; excellent fel- the Mexican worl< in McAllen, and the col Also, with the
lowship of congregations and preaching. Ef- ored work in Louisiana.
ficient elders at both places, and two capa- backing of this and oth er congregations in
ble gospel preachers-C. E. Franklin and Louisiana, I was able to conduct a threeWilliam Price. Plans for n ew building in week m eeting in "Leesv ille, Louisiana, which
Highland section of O il dale under way; and resulted in a loyal congregatio n of a bout
the need of enlarged quarters in Exeter 30 members b e ing organized and th e comr eceiving active attention.
Brother B. L. pl ete disbanding of th e pre - millennia! group
Bedwell of Barstow, Cali fornia, d id a good and the disposal of t h eir property. We have
worl< here during my absence. Some mor e recently agreed to buy ·three adjacent lots
have be en joyfu lly readjusted. Peace and here in South Houston for the construction
progress, in p aths of rig ht eou s n ess , are at- of a preach er's home a.nd more parking
;tract in g and drawing ho n est observ ers. W e ,f;pace. If you know of members of the
are vez.:y grateful for wo rds o f encourage- church stat ion ed a t Ellington Field, please
m e nt f rom a multitud e by l et t er a nd word-- contact u s.
visitors!

I

Oltnrles A. Holt, Jr., B ox 607, M t. Pleasant, T exas, F ebruary 24: I a m to engage
The n ew co n g r egatio n which was started, Mr . A. J . Wall, Pastor of the First Baptist
in south Pasadena, T exas, so m e five m onths C hurch in Turl ey, Okla hom a , in a four -n ight
ago, is steadily growing. They have had d eb a t e, March 23-26. The d eba te will be
over two hundre d In Bible classes already. conducted in Turley. The first two ni ghts
Brother G:arl McCullough, f ormerly of Groes- wi ll be h e ld in the Baptist building and we
beck, T exas, is pr eaching for th e n ew con- will discuss tota l depravity and th e operagregation.
The Sh aw Street congregation ti on of the- Holy Spirit. •.rhe last two night s
Is again filling the building to capacity, will be co nducted in the building of the
Very soo n, we must r e turn to two services c hu rch of Christ and we will discuss the
on Sunday morning.
We hav e purchased plan of salvation. This should prove to b e
so me lots adjoining our present prop erty a . very Interesting di scussion.
We urg e
and pla n to erect an e ig ht hundred sea t everyo n e in the vicinity of Turl ey to a tauditorium by the la tter part of this year. t e nd. - Turley Is six miles north of downWe sent the John Hadleys to Stuttgart, town Tul sa, on North Peoria Avenu e . BrothGermany, this year a nd a r e s upporting them e r Earl :r. Cotton, 426 E. Pine, Tulsa, Is th e
with th e help of the Broadway congrega- preacher for the church In Turley. Write
tlon In Houston.
We are als o providing him for any further lnfo'l'ma tlon. Plan to
half of the s upport for Pedro Davila in attend ' the debate.
Gordon 'reel, Box 1029, Pasadena, T exas:

CHURCH FURNITURE
Consult us for high quality pews
a nd pulpit furnitur e , and let us help
you with your seating arrangement.

S-K CHURCH FURNITURE CO.
Box 30, Jacksonville, Texas
John W. Hedge, Representative
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in Plains, Teixas. Included in our 1953 bud get is $150.00 per month to his support. Th e
church in Plains is n ew but is making steady
and substanfial growth. Lots hav e been purchased for a building and this seems to b e
itheir immediate n eed. Th ey now meet in
the old courthouse in Plains. Luth er Roberts
from Corsicana, Texas, is to b e there In a
meeting in March. He is being supported in
this meeting by the church in Spur, T exas.
We have planned to build a building for the
colored people of our city this year. For
;some time this church h 'ls been supporting
the superintendent of the Frascati Orphans
Home, Frascat!, Italy. Brother Carl G. Hecker, of Winters, T exas, is In his first year as
sup erintendent, and is doing an excellent job.
The Home Is under the oversight of th e eld'1'• .T. FinleY, Lubbock Road at Oak Street, ers of ·this congregation.
Brownfield, T exas, February 27: Th e worl{
Norman H. Beaman, 14906 Winthrop, Dehere moves along nicely. There have been
" Th e
five r estored, five identified, ·and two bap- troit 27, Michigan, February_ 16•:
tized since th e ~irst of the year. Our meet- Strathmoor congregation contributed over
Of this total, $6 ,000
ing is the week of March 8-16, with Dean $24 ,600 during 1952.
Brookshire from Plainview, Texas, doing the was spent for missionary a nd benevolent
Supporting the Hugh Mingles in
preaching. In addition to h elping with a work .
daily radio program over s tation KTFY, work German·y Is the l eading missionary project
is being done outside of our own local ter- of the congregatio n at present. Th e J. C.
ritory. This congregation h e lps support Shewmakers in Africa, the Po.tter Orphan
Brother Cecil Allen, minister of the ch urch Home, the "Herald of Truth" program, and
Michigan missions are other projects included in our 1953 budget. The church is also
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
making an extr a effort to wipe out a $22,000
CHURCH OF CHRIST
indebtedness on her property.
Since the
first of th e year th ere h ave been nine addi 800 S. llfarks Avenue
t-ions, four by baptism and five by transfer
Brooklyn 13, New York
,
of m e mb ersh ip. Our vaca tion Bible school
WILLIAM N . FRYER--Evangelist
is schedu l ed for J une 22 through July 3.
ROGER W . HAWLEY- Evangelist

Garvin lU. Toms, 419 South Jackson Street,
Lima, Ohio, February 11: With the ground Ing of the Lima church In the fundamentals
of the gospel and th e completion of its
build ing this congregation is entering what
may be called a second stage of growth.
The patient and hard-worlting disciples
here, assisted by the Seventh Avenue church
in Columbu's , Ohio, have come a l ong way
in planting the cause of Christ in th is northwestern Ohio mission field. Now that the
congregation has been permanently estab lished, September 1 will bring to a closa.
almost three years of labor here for this
wr iter. Although some locations are un der
consideration, my new field of labor has
not b een determined.

Snnday- 10:00 A.M. and 6 :00 P.M.
Wednes<lay-7:30 P.lll.
Phones: PResident 4-4736

Church
Furniture

** Chancel
Pews
*

* Shades
Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
Rl-3595
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Jaclt llle-yer, 1525 Sutherland P lace, Birmingham, Alabama, F ebruary 23:
Central
Chri st ian College, Bartlesville, Oklahoma,
invited m e to g ive a serie:; of iectures, Feb ruary 2-6, to the young preachers. After
the first class on Monday night, there were
three classes da ily, tota lling thirte en lect ur es. We dealt principally with the everyday m~chanics of doing the work of a gos pel preacher who spends the major part of
his time working through a congregation.
Detailed outlines of the speeches were distribut ed to the classes. Preacher .st ud ents
were excused from classes In most cases ,
assuring us of a large attendance. I spoke
also to the chapel audien ces for four days
on " Th e New T es tament Church." The en-

Tuesday, March 10, 1953
tire course totalled twenty hours of lectures. I hav e n ever spent a 5-day period
which ap peare d to m e as profitable as this
one. The associations and work combined
H:o m a l{e t his a "refresher course" fo r m~.
The college, under the presidency of L. R.
Wilson, h as made almost unbelievable progress in phys ical equipm ent, faculty, an~
student body. At the found a tion is a n unusually good board of directors, under the
c h air m a nship of L. B. Clayton of Oldahoma
City. Individuals far and wide should be
making r egular contributions, no matter
h ow smali-or large."
Roy Burgess, Maysvill e, Alabama, Febru_a ry 26 : Th e meeting in Elkhart, Indiana,
was well attended by outsldeTs and Interest
was very good fr om the start to the finish.
The n ew b uild ing i s completed and the small
congregatio n is happy and expects considerable growth in the futur e. Two were bap tized and two restored who had been mixed
up w ith the Christian Church.
Brethren
fro m many places helped with attendance.
Our work in Maysville goes well.
'1'0 WHOlll IT 1\IAY CONCERN

We, the undersign ed elders, a re asking
that you print this letter so that the brotherhood m ay !<now f u lly the condition of
Brother Ti ce Elkins.
Brother Elkins has
ser:ved this congregation long a nd faithfully, as well as many othe·,· congregations of
the church in many parts of the country,
a nd his more than fifty years in the Lord's
service has been very fruitful.
But the
doctor says now that his work is over, that
he will nev er be able to preach again. In
fact , that he must l eave this place and this
climate, or h e will nev e r so much as wall{
·across the room again.
He has ordered
Brother Elkins to the coast In order to
ever leave his bed. He will be l eaving just
as soon as h e is ab le to travel, a nd will
stay with hi s son in California for an indefinite period. Our prayers go with him as
we are sure the prayers of many of his
fr iends w ill , that the Lord will bless him
and r esto re him to his health, If it be his
w ill. (Signed)
JAMES R. COOPER
E. A. ROBISON
Alamogordo, N: M.
TWENTY CONVERSIONS IN ONE WEEK
E . HeCtor Zamorano

The

SD N Theory of ¥usic
(RUDIMENTS) -·

1J S'ldemaiic eo.wz,4e oftJmbueciion Ut: tlt.e
l)}.~eHiaL P~

Size: 6x9

68 Pages

oJ }'iu4ic

Price: 35 Cents Per Copy

Firm Foundation Publi~hing House
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

A g r ea t me e ting was just held in Post,
Texas, f r om th e sixteenth to the tw entieth
of F ebruary In which 12 persons were baptized and thr ee w ere to be baptized the foll owing ~unday . Thi s Is another Mexican congregation in our field. Brother H. R. Zamorano, who labors for the L ord In Lubbock,
T exas, amo n g the Mexicans, valiantly preach ed th e glorious gospel night after nig·ht.
Brother Emeterio Rubio, a former Baptist.
preacher, rec ently convert ed into the church
of Christ, was l eft in charge of the work,
which would be sponsored by the American
church of Chr ist in Post, T exas. Brother
Zamorano has preached much in mission
fields, helping to establish new congregations In several places. He is the ed itor of
EL CAMINO, a m onthly publication in SpanIsh.
In Lubbock on February 22, eight per s ons
were baptized Into Chris t by Brother Zamorano. The work has started the new year
In a very pl eas ing mann er. Th e m e mbers of
the Spanish-s peakin g church unite in thankIng God a.nd the American churches of Christ
In Lubbock for their part in this wo rk. May
the Lord keep blessing the work and we
pray that more souls may be wo n for Christ.
P.ray !or us.
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Gnrvbt :u. Toms, -419 South Jackson Street,
Lima, Ohio, February 11: L. H. Andrews
of Athens, Alabama, will preach in a m eeting at Lima March 2-12. The attendance
had been small until last Lord's day, owing
to some Influenza in the area. On a recent
trip to Florida, it was my privi-lege to speak
at Covington, Ke ntucky, where Jack P. Lewis preaches ; .at Dade City, Florida; at Green
Cove Springs, where Paul Breakfield labors;
Arlington, where C. Lester G!lar works; and
Willow Branch, w:here J . C. Townsend has
recently gone to worli; in th\) Jacksonville
area.
All of · these churches seem to he
"on the march."
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.James ,V. Rel'>>olds, 135 Vernon Place,
Pueblo, Colorado, February 16: I was with
the chur.ch in La Junta, Colorado, for four
nights, -and large crowds attended the serv ices there. The brethren in La Junta show
great interest in developing the cause in
that town, and nearby communiti es.
A
preacher has b een selected for that work. I
was with th e church in Lara mie, Wyoming,
February 2-8 where John Franklin i s the
preacher. Thi s school town has some very
fine brethren working. Of course, they are
in n ee d of improYements on their building
but they do have a determination for the
saving of souls. It was · good to see their
worl< in progress.
Timotl•~ D. Crews, 105 H ardy A\-enue, -Corsicana, Texas, February 18: From h enceforth - when I m ake a report or write an
article I will use the above name instead
of just my initials as I h ave been doing.
Since my initials are T. B ., I am oftentimes
mistaken for two other pr eachers. My uncle, Brother Thornton Crews, is in Cushing,
Oklahoma, but will soon be in Pensacola,
Florida.
Having the initial "T." in my
name has caused me at times to get letters
which were meant for him.
Brother Bill
Crews, son of Thornton, and a double first
cousin of mine, is - just comi) leting his first
local work at Lake Char l es, Louisiana, and
will soon move to Opelousas, Louisiana, supported by Houston and Pease church of Vernon, Texas. Since the second initial in my
name is "B", I am oftentimes confused with
Bill who reports under that name. Several
year s .ago Brother Thornton Crews . wrote'
an artiCle to the paper from Houston when

BAPTISTRY PAINTINGS
Work Fully Guaranteed
Prices Reasonable

W. A. PARSONS
Route 1, Seymour, Texas
G. Tilhll:llt Prince, 307 Evans Avenu e , Val-lej o, Californ ia, February 23: I made a r eport
a few £lays ago and have had l e tters from
old friends whom we had not m et in sev er·al years. We are_ g rat ef ul f o r a li of our
f riends and for all \he nice l etters and ca r ds ,
we have r ece ived s ince Mrs . Prince has be e n
111. You can n e ver know l:ow much comfort
came to me through your l e tters and cards.
Mrs . Prince is home n ow an d seems so much
impr·oved. Continue to pray for her r ecov ery. In the near futur e we plan to give up
the " ' ork in Sto c kton, where we haYe b een
preac hing the past three years. \ Vith Mrs.
Prince's eon dition as it is we can't mak e a
long mov e nor can we afford t o get somewhere where w e would not have access t o
Kaiser Foun_dation or Permanente Hospital.
A s we are m Pmber s of Permanente, they
know Mrs . Prince's case and hav e a record
of h er illn ess f o r the past four years. May
t he Lord bless Ch risti a ns in every place.
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he and I both lived there, regarding. this
same matter.
At that time his son was
s till in high school. I could probably profit
by taking advantage of this lik eness In
initials but it might not be of much help
to Thornton or Bill.
The work here at
North Beaton Street is looking tip with the
most e ncouraging attendance we - have had
all winter.

Luther G. Roberts, 2110 W. 2nd Avenue,
Corsicana, Texas, February 18:
One was
uaptized here at West Side the past Sunday
night. The work continues to be very pleasant hera. Beginning March 9, 1 am scheduled to do the preaching in a meeting with
the church in Plains, •rexas, the place where
lh e r ecent exp losion occurred In which one
was killed ·and several others Injured. The
meeting is to be conducted in th e court
house.
Bret hren within driving distance
of Plains are urged to attend the meeting
and otherwise to h elp us preach the gospel
in this community.
'l'horn-ton C:re·ws, Box 411, Cuah in g·, Olda-

homa, February 19: The first of November
1951 , I rr.oved to this splendid little oil city
to see if I could help the church with its
program and plans.
They had erected a
real attrac tive brick building a little over
a year before that date. They had made
some real progress during the last three
years in comparison with what they had
done in the past. I think we have made
cons id erable progress during the months
that I have bee n here. During i952 we had
two excellent meetings with G. K. Wallace
and Roy Foutz. Many out of town visitors
were in at t e ndance every night of these
meetings. A good many visitors from the
c ity of Cushing also attended . I think we
a r e having more visitors now than at any
time in the hi~tory of the congregation. \'Ve
baptized thirboen in 1952 . and restore.d ten
a nd had tw e nty - six to identify themselv es
with the church here. Two have been baptiz.;d in 1 953 and four have been r es tored
a nd one identified. One of the restoration s
was a man who has done much work if\
this s·ection in the last twenty years. H e
and one of the elders h ere had had a differe nce since before I -came here. With this
matter properly settled, it should b e a great
help to th e cause. we have worked out
the la r gest budget in the hi s tor-y of the
c hurch for 1953 and so far have exceeded It
by a good margin. Too, we have rais ed in
money, groceries, and clothing well over
$20:0.00 worth of stuff for two families that
we wanted to help.
We have started a
weel<IY Radio Program QVer the local Broadcas t Station KWHP. It has just been erected and is a 1,000 watt station. It can be

heard for more than one hundred miles.
Too, they plan to erect a nice preacher's
home in 1953. For more than twenty years
I have wanted to buy a small acreage near
some of . our children and settle down.
I
have had hay fever ever since I left the
gulf area. So, in June 1953, I am to begin
work with the new Bellvlew congregation,
in Pensacola, Florida. They have just fin:ished - a meeting house with a number of
class rooms a nd an auditorium that will
s eat more than three hundr:ed people.
I
baptized many of the leaders of this firie
little church when I lived In Pensacola a
number of years ago. I have bought five _
acres of land and will erect a nice house
on it just as soo n as I get moved down
there. I anticipate a profitable and pleasa nt work there. - We have two daughters
living in Pensacola. The folks here have
contacted three or four preachers, but so
far as I know have not employed either of
them. If you s hould desire' correspondence
relative to the work, write me and I will let
you know about the matter.
William C. Jllort<>n, % The Tipton Home,
Tipton, Oklahoma, February 23: For seve ral months I have been working with two
fine country congregations, one at Lake
Cr ee k, north of Granite, Oklahoma, where I
preach every other week. At Lake Creek,
Brother L. J. Norman has started a very
s u ccessful young people's study class that
meets every Wednesday night at the church.
Th e good people at Lake Creek are among
the most cooperative I have ever had the
pleasure of working with. Brother -Church of Sentinel, Oklahoma, fills In the other
Sundays, and togeUJer we feel that some
progress is being made.
The other two
Sundays in the month, I preach at Hess,
Oklahoma, a crossroads town nine miles
w est and south of Tipton. Since preaching
there, I have started their :first Wednesday
night prayer services w h ere we are studying the Book of Acts, verse by verse. The
first meeting, we had 28, the next 38, the
next 45, the next 46, then 50, and our goal
n ext time is 55.
The people at both of
,t h ese good churches have a mind to work
and everyone seems optimistic abo u t the
work. If in eith r of these places on the
Lord's day, worship with us.
John W. Frnnklln, 1730 _Custer Avenue,
Laramie, Wyoming, February 23:
The
church h e r e recently conducted a very fine
meeting with James W. Reynolds of Pueblo,
Colorado, doing the preaching.
We feel
that Brother Reynolds did a splendid job
in strengthening the church and teaching a
number of outsiders who were in attendance.

Comfort With Simplicity
Beauty With Character
The mode'rn simplicity of L. L. Sams'
Church Furniture lends an atmosphere of
beauty and comfort. Pews, Altars, Pulpits,
Baptismal Fonts, Wood Carvings, Lecterns,
Rails - all designed to your exact specifications.
Expert Installation
Fast Delivery

Write for Catalog
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llurrny lUarshall, 321 South 15th Street,
Frederick, Oklahoma, February 16:
Our
work at South Side church progresses in
the Lord. Recently two fine young men
w e re baptized, and a young mother restored.
Our gosp e l meeting with Brother George
Step h e nson of Wichita Falls in Novemb e r
was a g reat help to us. In it, we had ·two
baptisms, o ne r esto r a tion, and t wo place d
m embership. We now have our new pews
of gum in blond finish, with matching rostrum furniture, a gift from Brother and
Sister S. P. Bennett of the other congregation here.
Good interes t and attendance
here. The drought and folks away (no industries h ere) hav e affected our work, but
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we are making steady progress. Last year
we m a d e m a ny improvements In the bailding, ins id e and outside. Our summer revival in th e City Pari< w!ll be July 19-29
with Foste r L. Ramsey of Tipton. Do you
h ear our r a dio pro grams Thursday at 11 ;45
a.m. over KTAT, Fr ed erick, 1570 on the dial,
and also S unday at 8:15 a.m. when we have
a program wit h th ~ ether congregation
here? vVh e n you pass this way, stop and
worship with us at 15'th and Balsam. Watch
for th e b ig sign ju s t b efore ·you cross the
railroad track, as you come in to Frederick
from th e south.

Frankston, Bullard, Zion Hill, Kilgore,
Chandl er, West Erwin Stree t a nd Crescent
Heights congregations of Tyl er. Surely we
can see the need of more singings lilte this
everywhere in the church. Of c o urse, each
congregation is se pa r a t e, y e t we can do
much go od by m eetin g a nd s in gi n g praises
to our Lord tog ether mor.e often. I eell
song boolts and rudime nts. May we l earn
to Jov e bea utiful gospel sin g in g more eaoh
da y . The nex \ singing will be a t Chandler
the third Sunday in April.
LUSAKA, NORTHERN RHODESIA

B. G. Dobson, Box 529, Vivian, Louis.iana:
H. E. Pierce
Th e fir st serv ice was. held in our new building yesterday. It has a seating ca pacity of
I left Lusaka by train on the third ot
'VANTED-A c ompanion for a Christia n 260. Gf course, it !s p oss ibl e to seat 30{) January for Capetown wher e I was to re·
o r mor e with th e u se of chairs In Isles. celve our new Willys station wagon for
woman who is a semi-invalid. For further Sunday morning it was r a ining. However, which we had been working, hop e ing, prayInformation, pl ea se contact Lewis Grny, Box there were 99 in classes with 150 to 175 ing, and pati e ntly waiting for fifteen
for wors hip service. Our contribution was m o nths. I arrived In Ca petown a t noon on
$338.0 0.
This building fills a long time J a nuary 6 to find that th e s hip carrying
117, Brookshire, Texas.
need of the brethren here, not so much b e- the station wagon had d ock e d that morning
cause of numbers, but rather because of at six. While waiting for th e c ustoms agents
the pr ess in g n eed of a bette r place in which, and the Willys deale r to get th e sta tion wagto w ·orship. Wh e n passing this way stop 1on clear e d through c ustoms a nd serviced for
and w ors hip with us. The location is on .the road, I went· to Grassy Park and visited
highway 8 in th e north section of town.
with th e George M. Scotts, aged missionaries
to Africa. Although physica.lly f ee ble the
FOR EVERY NEED AND BUDGET
Urban Cox, 322 West Wilson Stree t, Tyler, Scotts are of good cheer and are continuing
Pulpit and communion sets, fonts and
T exas; Ma rch 1: Last Lord's day evening ito hold th e banner .of the Lord high In
lecterns available for early delivery.
I had the pl e a s ure of again attending a Ca petown. God bl ess the se nobl e souls, they
Chancel furniture, carvings, Bodiform
Pews, folding chairs, tables and Sun ..
singing at the · church of Christ building have don e a great work in Africa. I preached
day School furniture also available.
in Troup, T exas, which is had once a month each of the three nights I w a s there and
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each third Sunday from place to place. the congregation gave about $34 to the
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY
2930 Canton St.
Dallas 1, Texas
Christians, friends, song leaders, a,nd prob- building fund for our new church in Lua bly oth<>rs were present from Jacksonv!lle, saka. The Scotts had already made a personal gift of about $140• to this funq.
At 1:30, January 9, I dr•)V e onto the Great
North Road l eaving Capetown. I drove on
a nd .night a nd until late Saturday afternoon.
I r eached Pretoria wtth almost half of my
drive behind me. I located the Martel Pettys
and spent the week end with them. I was
With Explanatory Notes by
privileged to visit the church there on the
B. W. JOHNSDN
eleventh and to pr each for th e m that night.
The Don Gardners and the Pe.ttys have done
a wonderfully fine work in t his cap ital city
of the Union of South Africa. The brethren
at Peak and .E ast Side, Dallas , an d the others who are supporting this work · have a.
right to f eel very proud that th ey have such
a fin e group of wo rk ers on the j ob over
h ere. Th e c hurch in Pr e toria is in great n eed
OUR PERENNIAL BEST SELLER
of good property and a building of their flWn
so the work there will n ot be hindered In
A New Testament with material usually found
its fin e m a rch forward. Anyon e contemplatin Bib le dictiona ries, sacred geog rap,hies, con ing th is very outstanding work may feel
cordances, etc., conde nsed in brief explanq,tory
assured that it is quite worthy of all the
notes wherever there are difficult passoges . . .
support that can be given. J\Iay the· Lord
allusions to the countries in which the scripture
move you to do all you can for it.
was written, history of Israel and surrounding
When I got into Southern Hhodesia on
nations, geography of Palestine, and other Bible
the thirteenth , I found flooded rivers everycountries are made more clear by Mr. Johnson's
where. I drove through a lot of water all
painstaking exactness. For more tha11 50 years
that day and was finally stopped by the
Christian families have relied on this set of books.
Gwaai River which I couldn't drive through
or go around. I camped on the bank of the
WHAT MAY BE FOUND IN EACH VOLUME
river, with many other travelers, from Tuesday ni gl1 t until Friday morning. I arrived
The King James Translation; The Revised Transback home Friday ni g-ht 'at dark. We are
lation; Bible References; Comments on ·the Text;
very happy that the L ord h as prospered our
Introduct ion to Each Book; Hormony ' of the
wo rlt here with th is fine n ew station wagon.
We are truly grateful to a ll our good brethGospels; Maps in Colors; Ma-ny Other Helps.
r en who have h ad a part in malting it possible.
'[
Vol.I 1,054 Pages , •. Cloth Bin
ol. II
My urgent appeal for help was most graciously r espo nd ed to. We r ece ived a total of
$451 from congr eg-ations and individ'uals in
THE GOSPEL and ACTS
THE EPISTLES and REVELATION
many parts of the U. S. for wh ich we are
most humbly and truly grateful. Our financial situation is greatly improved eve:ri with
[
the extra expense of bringing the station
wagon ft·om Capetown.
The Lord has blessed the Lusaka work
P. 0. Box 77
[. 3110 Guadalupe Street
Austin 61, Te~ wlth four baptisms in January.
Box 1016, . Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia.
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circle and made Its abiding impression upon
all who knew her. Three of her sons and ·
their fam!l!es are useful workers in th<J
congregations where they wor.s hip. H er
daughter is a faithful memb er of the church,
and one son, who preced e d her· in death,
was a fine Christian boy. She was a constant
worker w ith her husband, an e ld er of the
church in Urbana, and her chief co nc er·n was
for the growth of the church. Her patience
in suffering and h er constant cheerfulness
during the last years of her life were inspirational, Her passing is a great loss to
the church in Urbana, where she h ad been
.so active, and to the Lord's people through··
out Central Illnois. Members of the family,
strengthened in faith by her passing, have
pledged th emse lves to even greater service

I

---PERRYMAN--OHioe Madona Perryman ·was
a precious Christian mother. Her light has
shown forth in the Madill, Oklahoma, church
for many years. Mark MacAlhaney of Oklahoma City, Wil>llam 0. Hall, minister or
the Madill church, and I conducted the services at her homegoing.
JNO. W. PIGG

• •

S'UMNERS-Sister J. S. Sumners , 68, fell
d ead February 10, 1953, while walking near
her home east of London, T exas. Funeral
services in Community Hall, London, were
conducted the following day by the writer.
Interment was In Red Creek cem etery. Her
husband and two sisters, Mrs. Birda Cabler
of Junction, and Mrs. Roxie McFarland of
Sutherland Springs, T exas, survive. Sister
Sumners was a faithful Christian.
WALTER W. LEAJ.WNS
Junction, Texas

Page Fifteenin the kingdom as they look forward tomeeting her again.
CHARLES CHUMLEY

* * •
NICHOLs--Funeral services for T . B ..
Nichols, 70, were held from the Methodist
Church, Junction, February 5, 1953, the
writer officiating.
Mr. Nichols, a nativeof Kendall County, Texas, spent the greater·
part of his life in Kimble County. He died
at Refugio, T exas, February 3. Survivors·.
Includ e two sons, five d aughters, nineteen
grandchildren,
eight
great- grandchildren,.
five sis t ers and numerllus nieces and neph-·
ews. Several members of this large family
are members of the N"w Testament church •
WALTER W. LEAMONS; •
Junction, Texas.

* • *
KELLEY-Erma Zoe Kell ey was born November 12, 1897, at Cory, Indiana, and passed
away November 21, 1952, at Urba na, Illinois. In 1916 she married Victor W. Kelley,
and to this union five children: four boy s
and ons girl, were born. Sister Kelley was a
faithful member of the Lord's church. Contented with the place th.) Lord had given
h e r, she was a "worker at home," devoted to
the welfare of her husband, of her chlldren,
and of the church. Consequently, her influence spread far beyond her own faml!y
JUST OFF THE PRESS

"Outlines of Sermons and Inspirational
Talks" by M. C. Kurfees. Sixty-six outlines
of sermons dellvered at old Campbell Stree t
Church, and talks at old Nas hville Bible
School. Printed on fine g rade paper and
handsomely bound in Kivar No. 5. Price $2.00.
Order from: Bill Tlwmpsou, B.ox 337, Lufkin, Texas.

Individual seats

Curved rows
WRITE FOR

·ms is the Bible which "unfolds" the Bible.

T

In its
• nearly 2000 pages all helps are included. It is
the easiest to understand and to use of all Bibles.
That is why religious leaders of all Protestant denominations enthusiastically endorse it. Ministers, teachers, students, parents and children have. at their
fingertips, in this compact. comprehensive volume,
every Bible fact needed.
Style

•

Cash

PRICE LIST
Price
Genuine
·
Imported
M~>rocco
100
Leather, Divinity Circuit Binding, Leather Lined ... ·.......... $24.95
60 Fabricated Leather, Dickson
Grain, Divinity Ci~cuit Binding, .
Leather Lined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.95
30 Dicksoncraft, Simulated Leather
Binding, Leather Lined, Semiflexible, Straight Edges, Round
Corners ... ... . ......... ·, • . . . 16.95
~
No.

NOTE: The above pdces include transportation charges.
Size: S%"x8o/s"xl %". Names stamped in gold extra at
SOc per line when cash in full accompanies order. Thumb
Indexing is extra at SOc net. Printed on Fine India Paper,
with red under genuine gold edges, (Printed in U.S. A.j

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keel) on hand regularly a supply o:
fresh, pure unleavened bread for communloJJ
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small car·
ton and three of these cartons to the larffe!
carton-all carefully sealed so It will keer
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.ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
EMPHASIZING
Christian living in doily Bible classes and doily ·chapel services and where 96 per cent of the 1952-53 student body and all teachers
of all courses ore members of the church.

II
•

•

Ill

I Was ·Sick

And
Ye Visited

Me.
. ••
Matt. 25:36

M. Sewell, M.D.

Dr. Marjorie Sewell, the only medical m1ss1onory among members of Christ's church, has just returned from Africa to study tropical
medicines for a year in Tulane University. She will return to Africa after the year of graduate work.
Sister Sewell was converted from sectarianism while o freshman in Abilene High School and immediately after graduation entered
nurse's training. After graduating from school of nursing she come to A. C. C. to serve as school nurse. She is the sort of person
who has the energy and ability to do two .Jull-time jobs at once. After two years as school nurse and pre-med student she entered
me~icol college in 1946 where she attended classes. by day and nursed ·by night to pay expenses.
In June, 1950, she received on M.D. degree and departed the some month for Africa. She joined the staff of Nhome m1sston as
doctor of the human body and of the eternal soul. She i5 the health guardian not only · for 350 boys and girls in the mission
but also for a Iorge surrounding area. In addition to her. medical services and Bible teaching in the mission, she has oversight of
the •girls' dormitories, sports and the work program. Their training in work consists of gardening, building, sewing, cooking, laundering, etc. As a doctor, her chief concern is with Malaria, Bilftaria, and maternity co5es. In her absence, patients of the mission
and surrounding area must be carried 36 to 48 miles to the nearest government clinic. Relative to her work she says: "It is most
gratifying · to help these physically ailing people and to teach so many girls who soon will be marrying and making homes. From o
class of 35, just concluded, they went ~ome to many ports of Southern Rhodesia to influence others for ChristianitY. Only two of
the class left without obeying the Gospel. To assist people in getting and staying well in soul and body is sotisfy.ing and I thank
God for the privilege." This happy life of service and the hope of on eternal reward account for the sacrifice she is making. Her
ma terial support is a modest subsistence wage . As o doctor in her native country she could earn m·any t imes her present pay.
The Couse of Humanity, not to mention the Couse of Christ, needs immediately many llJOre medical missionaries of Dr. Sewell's
competence and spiritual stature.
Abilene Christian College's pre-med deportment is one of the very best. Send us your nome and address and let us furnish details.

ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Fully Accredited

Abilene, Texas

Emphasizing Christian Living
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W. M. DAVIS
Borrowed Trouble
" Who shall roll us away the stone f rom the door ?" This
question was asked by the women who went to the tomb of
Jesus to anoint his body. .But the stone was alre1ady rolled
- away, and their difficulty was only imaginary. Itn their work
UH' the Lord men sometimes imagine the doo.r has been closed
and a · stone against it. So they do nothing about it. When
we contemplate the duties of life, we may see many sltones
that need to be rolled away, but aJ<me so formidable as to
paralyze hope.
·when people are not in a frame of mind to do the Lord's
will, they hunt for excuses-they look for a stone against a
cl{)sed door. They magnify disadvantages-make mountains
owt of mole hills. God does not require a man to do something
e can't do. When the Lord "commands a thing to be done,
it is a sure thing that we ara able to do it.
Some people keep themselves in perpetual misery by thinking of the trouble they had yesterday-, those they are having
today, and those they expect to have tomorrow. Borrowed
trouble never brings a person anything worth having. It is
the product of a distorted imagintation. Tha t was. the trouble
with the Israelites when they said they could :not conquer
the inhabiJtants of the land of Canaan. All their enemies were
giants-big stones• that they could. not .ron away. So they
chose to wander in the wilderness. When church members
spend ·t heiT time looking for easy ways to live the Christian.
life-looking for detours around •a pparent obsta cles-they
make a failure. The pakh of least resistance is not the road
to heaven.
Encguraging Words
J esus said to his disciples, "Let not your heart be troubled;
ye believe in God, believe also in me." Thomas and others
were borrowing trouble. They could not see how the Lord
could achieve his pufposes by dyi:n.g on the cross. They ha d
the wron g idea about the kingdom he h>ad promised to establish. They would believe in Christ only if he would ask them
to believe what they already believed. And when people study
the Scriptures to find what they already believe, they usually
miss the truth.
The J'har:ise·e s professed to believe in the r esurrection of
the dead, but when it came to a test concerning Christ, they
rejected what they claimed to believe. The disciples were
troubled in heart because they had a weak faith concernin,g
the resurrection of Jesus. They were astonished when they
learned that he had risen fro m the dead.
The most encouraging object of hope is the resurrection of
the dead. If this idea is destroyed, men will live in despair.

"For j f the dead rise not, then is n ot Christ risen. And i!
Christ be not raised, your f aith is vain; ye are yet in your
sins. Then they also which are f1a,llen a lee_p in' Christ are
perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we a.z:e
of all men most miserable. .But now is Cln·ist risen from tire
dead, amd become the first f r uits of them that slept" (1 Cor.
15:16-20). The resurrection of Christ is the greatest fact in
history. It gives more comfort to troub1ed hearts than anything else.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Jesus Condemns False Leadership
Hoyt Bailey
Some of the strongest words ;)f condemnation are found
in the twenty-third chapter of Matthew. Let us note here
the first twelve verses of this chapter. "Then spake Jesus
to the multitude, and to his disciples, Saying, The scribes and
the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat : All therefore whatsoever
they bid you observe, that observe and do; but not after their
work: for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders;
but they themselves will not move them with one of their
fingers. .But all their works they do fur tO' be seen of men:
they make their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their
garments, And l{)ve the uppermost rooms at feas•t s, and the
chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the markets,
and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. .But be not ye called
Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are
brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: foT
one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called
masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. .But he that is
greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever
shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted."
We learn from the reading that Jesus spake to the multitU(;le
and to his di§ciples. In his discourse, he warns -against the
pretended religious zeal of the scribes and Pharisees. These
are the ones who were supposed to keep the law as delivered
by Moses. The scribes had guarded carefully the writing of
the law, but there was a~ great need for more than the written
law. Jesus saw the need of putting into .practice what was
written. It is right and scriptural to keep that which is writ-ten, to guard cru:efully what the Lord has commanded, but
the Lord demands more, Jesus demands that Christians do hiswill according as it is written
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The ones who guarded the ·law of Moses are spoken of as
"The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat." · Such
were the authorized expounders and teachers of the law. The
scribes were the party chlefly denoted; they were of the
Pharisaical sect; hence the addition, "and the Pharisees.;' It
is because of their authority as appointed teachers of the law
that Christ gives the command: "All therefore whatsoever
they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not after their
;works: for they say, and do n~." All that they taught according to the laws was to be observed and obeyed. However;
their evasions were not to be regarded. Jesus warned his
disciples and the multitude not to do after their :works, "They
say, and do not." The Lord warned his followers to distinguish between their preaching and their practice. Though the
scribes scrupulously guarded, kept pure and unaltered the
.text, it was their failure to live up to the law which Jesus
censured. Jesus shows their evil example in two particulars
-their principle was "words, not deeds", and ostentation in
religion-"They say, and do not." They enjoined obedience
to the law in the minutest particulars, and yet they themselves
1neglected or evaded it.
' Jesus pointed out that they would 'Bind heavy burdens and
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but
they themselves will not move one of them with their fingers."
They imposed such regulations with all thei;r crushing weight .
and severity upon others, demanding obedience to unreasonable
iregulatiohs, thus putting "a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear."
Such is a great · fault in our modern day, because so called
.. religious people, sometimes religious leaders, are willing
for burdens. to be borne, but such religious people wait for
the other person to bear such burdens. Burdens are to be
borne, but they are to be borne by one another. "Bear ye
one another's burdens; and so fulfil the law of Christ. For
if a man think ·himself to be something, when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself. But let every man prove his own work, and
then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. For every man shall bea:r; his own burden;' (Gal. 6:2-5).
Those people of whom Jesus speaks in this twenty-third
chapter of Matthew wanted to be seen of men. ' For Jesus
said: "But all their works they do for to be seen of men:
they make broad tneir phylacteries, and enlarge the borders
of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts,
and the chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the
market, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi." The };leathen
religions have captured the attention of the press, movies,
radio, and television. This spirit which existed during the
days of Christ upon earth continues to exist during the twentieth century. Whatever it takes to attract the attention of
men, religions of heathen origin will find those attractions.
Such will do things of one nature or another in order to be
seen of men. Whatever it takes for them to keep in the news,
to keep themselves before the people, they will · do those
things. A bad principle in the religion of the scribes was that
of ostentation and v:anity. Doing things . on the basis of outdoing someone else, doing something which will attract the
attention of more men, is not doing things necessarily in
harmony with the teaching of Christ. The preaching of the
gospel Js not to be on the basis of popularity, but to please
God while leading men to submit to the 'vill of God.
Jesus offers proof of those religious people wanting to be
seen of men. He says: "They make broad their phylacteries,
and enlarge the borders of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,
And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi,
Rabbi." It is said that the phylacteries were either strips of
parchment or small cubes covered with leather, on or in which
were written four sections of the law. They were worn fastened either to the forehead, or inside the left arm, so as to
be near the heart. Their dimensions were defined by rabbin-
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ical rules, but the extra pious formalists of the day set these
·at naught, and increased the breadth of the strips of the bands
by which they were fastened, in order to draw attention to
their religiousness and their strict attention to the least observance of the law.
•
The enlargement of the borders of their garments is spoken
of as the fringes or tassels which were fastened to the corners
of the gannents, and were composed of white and blue threads.
It was claimed that this enlargement was designed to remind
the wearers of the commandments of the Lord, and were
regarded as peculiarly sacred. This - enlargement of the
fringes was supposed to be a badge of extraordinary piety
.and obedience, -b ut such ostentation is condemned by Christ.
Jesus goes on to point out that those individuals loved "The
uppermost rooms at feasts." The place of honor is said to
have been at the upper end of the right side, the president
being placed, not in the centre of that end of the table which
faced the opening, but at the side. Therefore, the most honored
guest would be at his right hand. The vain ones squabbled
over how they might obtain this place of honor. Jesus describes the ones under discussion as loving "The chief seats
in the synagogues." Dr; Edersheim describes the synagogue
as being built of stone, with an entrance generally ·on the
south, and so arranged that the worshippers might direct their
prayers toward Jerusalem. In the centre was placed the lectern of the reader; the women's gallery was at the north end.
"The inside plan is generally that of two double colonnades,
which seem to. have formed the body of the synagogue, the
aisles east and west being probably used as: passages. At
the south end, facing north, is a movable ark, containing the
sacred rolls of the law and the prophets. Right before the
ark, and facing the people, are the seats of honor, for the
rulers of the synagogue and the honorable." Of course, the
Pharisees were more anxious to obtain those seats of honor
than they were concerned about worshipping God acceptably.
Those who worship during the twentieth century should check
on their motive for worship.
John pointed out that during Christ's personal ministry
som~ "loved the praise of men more than-the praise of God"
(John 12:42). When praise is being offered, one should con-·
sider the background of such praise. He should consider the
character of the one making the praise, and he should t~ink
also of the motive involved in connection with the praise.
Does the praise come from a Christian heart? Is the praise
designed to do one good ·spiritually? Or i.s such done for the
sake of material advantage? Will such praise meet God's
approval?
Those scribes and . Pharisees desired special attention
in the market places. They wanted superiors to give them
honorable salutations in public places. They wished to be
called of men "Rabbi, Rabbi", or by the term addressed by
scholars to their teacher, and repeated for ostentation's sake,
· of course such was to imply superiority for those called by
such title. Greetings of this chru:·acter are said 1lo have been
imposed on 'scholars and inferiors, under the pain of ecclesiastical censure and loss of salvation.
Jesus emphasized that his followers are not to seek the distinctive title of Rabbi through inordinate grasping or greedy
ambition. Our Lord does not forbid respect for teachers, but
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true teachers recognize that there is but one great teacher"One is your Master, even Christ". The Lord recognized no
great distinctions among the teachers in respect to placing one
over or above another. The followers of Christ were to follow
no earthly Rabbi. Jes~s pointed to the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit as the agency through which those people were
taught. Of course, the Spirit did his speaking through hum an
agency. However, this did not give one man special distinction
over another man in the kingdom of God. T_he .Lord said to
)1is followers: "All ye are brethren."
It is J esus Christ who says: "And call no man your father
upon the earth: for one is your Father, who is in heaven."
Why do professing religious people not respect this command
of Jesus Christ ? The God of the universe, our Heavenly Fa, ther is the Christian's spiritual fath~r. The individual who
calls someone upon earth his spiritual father does not believe
Jesus Christ, or such have more respect for the words of men
than they have for the words of Christ. Jesus positively commands: "Call no man. .your father upon· the earth: for one is
your Father, whose is in heaven."

Jesus also forbade their being called masters, a thing the
Pharisees claimed to be, and he pointed out again that "One
is your master, even Christ." Jesus was their Teacher, Messiah, Ruler, and Guide, but J esus is also our Teacher, Messiah,
Ruler, and Guide. Though this- is true, there is religious division as evidenced by innumerable sects and parties, ranging
under various leaders, and generally bearing their founder's
name. How· mournful to think that Christ's prayer for unity
in John 17 is still unfulfilled, frustrated or delayed by man's
self-will. While those people were concerned about attracting men,
having the uppermost rooms at feast, occupying the chief
seats in the synagogues, expecting greetings in the markets,
and to be called of men "Rabbi, Rabbi", Jesus pointed out the
road to true greatness. He says: "But he that is greatest
among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exal~
himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself
shall be exalted." This first clause is a prophecy of how the
Jlaughty Pharisees are to be overthrown, and the second can
well be applied to the death, burial, and exaltation of Christ.
The fact that J esus pronounced eight woes upon the Pharisees for their conduct and teaching is evidence that he condemns corrupt leadership. J esus said: "Woe unto you Scribes
and Pharise10s, and hypocrites". In this twenty-third chapter
of Matthew, we doubtless find the longe&t list of woes pronounced against false teachers, and especially false practice
that is found in the New Testament.
Irving, Texas
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This new book must be seen to be fully appreciated. Every chapter is filled with the richest gems of thought on spiritual things.
It is a veritable treasure house of inspirational matter on the greot
themes of the Bible. Every subject considered is presented in
simplicity, clearness and power. One is impressed that LOVE for
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Some More on Income Tax
Hugh S. Thomas, CPA
It has beeJn. called to my attention that a misunderstanding

of my last article on income tax is possible in regard to statements made concerning the manner of making gifts. Mter
.srt;udying this part of my article again, I must admit it has
somewhat _the appearance of trying to make what is essentially an illegal act a legal one merely by changing the form
of making the gift. However, the exact opposite is what I
intended to show, that is, an act that is legal in all other respects ·must also be legal in form to be acceptable under the
income tax laws.
We teach, as members of the Lord's body, and rightly so,
that regardless of our good intentions one must obey from
the heart that "form of doctrine" of the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ in order to be saved. The income tax
laws are similar in the sense that the "form" must be right.
An individual to get a tax deduction should not give a check
directly to the mis&ionary himself to aid in that missionary's
evangelistic effort. However, he can give to the church and
let it be known he would appreciate thlalt gift being forwarded
to the missionary to be used by him in his teaching and preaching. My staltement "for his personal use" in regard to the
preacher or missionary is regrettable and I am sorry I used it.
The meaning I had in mind was for him peroonally to use in
his evangelistic efforts, and not to use for his own selfish
interests. It has even b~n ruled in one court case in which
a gift was made to an mdividual, a member of a religious
organization, that the money was used for ;the benefi/t of the
organization and that thetefore the deduction was allowable
(7 TCM 476). However, it is to avoid this burden of proof,
or in worda of scripture, "shun the very appearance of evil",
tha t my suggestion was made tha.t any gifts be made to the
church and to leave with the elden; the final decision as to
propriety of using said gift in acc'ordance with one's wishes,
it being expected they would use said gift only to advance the
cause of the Lord and his church. As long as th~ elders have
the final decisio~ as to when and where the gif.t is to be used,
then it is my understanding the gift is legal and allowable in
all respects. Certainly any attempt to oo.mouflage a basically
illegal act by dressin.g it up so as to merely disguise it would
be abhorrent to all and sinful in the sight of God.
I feel i·t wol'lthwhile to repeat that it is wrong to give for
any other motive than to honor · Christ and aid his Church,
but a careful study of the tax l:aws and their application can
aid us to give more a1;1d at the same time "render unto Cresar
the things that are ·cresar's."
A word might be in order concerning gif.ts made to churches
outside the continental United States. A gi:f.t that is given to
a church outside the United States_is not deductible for income
rtax purposes as the contribution must be made Ito a "domestic"
(within the United States) organization. It is perfectly; acceptable, however, from a tax standpoint to give to the local
church in the United States which is sponsoring or aiding in
the work outside the United States. For example, if you wish
to aid the German work or the Italian work you are in no
danger of having the contribution disallowed .if you send your
gift to the Broadway church in Lubbock, Texas, or the Crescent Hill church i~ Brownfield, o11 some other church that is
forwarding contributions for these respective mission fields.
As a result of the former article I have been asked some
questions about tax savings for preachers and missionaries.
One of my friends in Italy asked if his income were taxable.
The answer may be of interest to o-thers in foreign mission
fields. The "earned" income of a missionary is not taxable
if he .is a "bona fide r esident". To be a "bona fide resident"
does not mean a citizeru of a foreign country but is a technkal
term that means that one must be in the foreign country for
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at l east a full taxable yt}ar and must have the intention of
making his home there during an "extended stay". BusinesSi
t rips or vacations back to the 1Jnited States do not disqualify
one from being a resident within the meaning of this term.
As an alternative to £he intention to take up residence, actual
physical presence in the country for 510 days out of 18 months
als.o qualifies the missio nary not to have to pay tax on his
earned income.
As for preachers here at hoine they can best save money by
keeping an accurate account of all expenses incu.ned in their
ministeri•a.l duties such as car expense, the cost of entertainment of church groups in their home o1· elsewhere (as distimguished from mere social relaxation), mea1s and lodging paid
while away holding meetings (if not reim~bursed), etc. An actual rG-Ceipt sho uld be kept if possible anu definitely a written
record as an aid to one's memo.ry for many little expenses
are oftePJ forgotten which can add up to a sizeable total. On
the other side it might be well to mention that a preacher's
marriage fees are taxable income and he should also keep a
record of them.
Some churcJ1es, ·that do not OYvll residences for their preacher
to Jive in ·can sometimes help tl!e preacher when they J:lire
him by renting . a house for him a11d paying the rent direct
to tl]_e o>vner. Tills keeps the preacher from having to pay
income tax on the rent money as "the l ·Zntal valu·e of a house
furnish ed a minister of the gospel is not taxable income" to
said m:inister. This ag"ain is a case where the form mus:t be
J"ight, fo1· if the _minister raceives the check and then pays his
'OWU. ·rer.t he must pay t 'lX on all his income including the
mo-ney" used · to pay ~ his rent.
Sometimes the preacher can be helped, in instances where
he · i5 paid a salary and in add:;tion is paid a certain amount •
to cover his ~car expense, for this oar expense to be set out
separately. Trjs pem1its the actual car expense to be deducted
from the l'eimbillsement rather than being disallowed by the
"standard deduction" in those cases where the "standard deduction". applies-.
Bl'ownfiel d, Texas
--------~---------

Three Great Voices
(Psalms 19)
By Frank L. Cox
Between the fi rst verse of the Gospel of Matthew and . the
last of the book of Revelation, t here are 283 quotations f rom
the Old Testament. Significant is the .fact that 116 of these
quotations are. from the Psalms. This is a definite indication
of the value of the Psalms. Originally the Psalms was the
hymn-book of the Jewish church. In out~ struggle toward the
light and deliverance, we should remember that om: Lord, during the days of his flesh, often quoted from the Psalms. It
was the first book which the early church placed in the hands
of the young convert and it was used as a guide in the praise
service du ring the days of the apostles. It is the only one of
the Old Testament books which is botmd up with the New Testament as if it belongs there. Some )Jeople think of David as
the author of the Psalms; as a matter of fact he wr0te less
than half of them. The book "includes the production of many
different writers, widely separated one from another, not
only in time, but also in style." We think of the collection as
a book; in fact, it includes five books, distinctly separated,
each containing the production · of different authors and period,;
of Jewish hi story.
·
!-Psalms
II-Psalms
III-Psalms
IV-Psalms
V-Psalms

1-41.
42-72.
73-89.
90-106.
107-150.
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The authorship of Psalms 19 is ascribed to David. In profoundness of thought and comprehensiveness of expression,
it is indeed one of the greatest of all the Psalms.. When we
'r ead it, three great voices are heard. ·In- verses 1-6, we hear
the voice of nature; in verses 7-11, t he voice ·ef the law; in
_verses 12-14, the voice of prayer.
I. The Voice of Nature (vs. Hi)
The heavens declare the glory of God;
And the fi1111ament showeth his handiwork.
Day unto day uttereth speech,
And night unto night showeth knowledge.
There is .no speech nor language;
Their voice is not heard.
Their line is gone out through all the earth,
And their wor:ds to the end of the world.
In. them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,
And rejoiceth as a strong man to run his course.
His going forth is from the end of the heavens,
And his circuit unto the ends of it;
And there is nothin~; hid from the h·e~t thereof.

The heavens (the sun, the IpOOn and the stars innumerable)
declare, or make known, the glory of God. Just as a building
declaJes the reality of a builder, so tli.e heavens declare the
reality or the existence of God. (See Hebrews 3:4) . The
stars are
"Forever singing, as they shine,
The hand that made us is Divine."
Not only is this true, but .the heavens also declare the glory
or character of God. Said Emmanuel Kant: "Two things
;fill my soul with wonder : the st arry heavens above, and the
. moral law within." The natural world about us proclaims
the power and the wisdom and the love of the Eterna1. - And
the firmament (the sky, or expanse above) sho:weth his handi·
work, or hand-work. "He who looks up to the fi1111ament and
then writes himself down an atheist brands himself at the
same time as an idiot or a liar."-Spurgeon: Day unto day
uttereth (pou;rs forth) -speech. It speaks in fuln ess, streaming f01:th a perpetual fountain, giving evidence qf God's power
and g lory. And night · uruto night showeth knowtedge. "The
heavens by day are so marvelously unlike the heavens by night
that the Psalmist's imagination conjures up t wo long proces,sions, each member of which passes on the word entrusted to
him to his successor-the ·blazing days with heaven naked but
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for one great light, and the still nights with a ll their stars."
-A. Maclaren. Tliere is no speech nor language; th~ir voice
is not heard. The heavens teach in majestic silence. They do
· not speak to the ear, but to tne understanding heart. Their
line (the sphere of their influence) is gone out through all
the earth;-and their words, or l essons of truth, to the ei-Jd, or
the ext remity, of the world. The sun declares God's glory over
the face of the ear-th. Every eager eye can see; every open
heart can learn. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the
sun. The Creator made of the h eavens a dwelling place for
(the sun. Which is as a bridegroom comin g out of his chamber,
and rejoiceth as a strong man to run his course. His going
forth is from the end -of the heavens, and his circuit unto the _
end of it; and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
The Psalmist singles- out the sun as the chief witness to God's
glory and majesty and personifies it as though it were a hero
or ruler f or whose abo~e the Creator has f ixed a tent in the
heavens. " Thence he comes forth morning by morning like a
bridgegroom in all the splendor of his bridal attire, in all the
freshness- of youthful vigor and buoyant happiness (Isa. -61:10;
62:5 ). The beneficent influence of light and heart are universally felt."
The
The
The
The

-
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IL The Voice of the Law (vs. 7-11)
law of J ehovah is p erfect, restoring the soul:
testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple.
precept s of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart:
commandment of- J ehovah is pure, enlightening the
~yes.

The fear of J ehovah :i.'s clean, enduring for ever:
The oTdinances of J ehovah are true, and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold;
Sweeter also th-a n honey and the droppings of t he honeycomb.
MoTeover by them iSI thy servant" warned:
In k eeping them there is great reward.

The law of Jehovah is perfect (free from defect or blemish),
:restoring the soul. The ·word of God revives the soul. By
the power it radiates, it brings the soul back to God. The
testimony (revealed will) of Jehovah is sure, i. e., raised above air doubt in its deClarations, making wise the simple. God's
word is the great enlightening influence, our one and only
;safe guide in our moral and religious life. It is "a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto · my path." The precepts (instructions in moral conduct) of Jehovah are right, rejoicing
,t he heart. No joy is comparable to that which results from
knowing and oing the will of God. (See Psalms 40:8). The
commandment (law) of Jehovah is pure, i. e., free from error
or human tradition, enlightening the eyes, "with brightness
beyond that of the created light which rules the day." (See
Psalms 119:130). " The spotless law imparts to us its Divine
- quality, and thus fills the soul with vision and joy."-Watkinson. The fear of Jehovah. · Here an effect of the word t akesi
the place of an attribute. The word, when read by an honest
man, produces reverence for God. Is clean, pure, holy, requiring moral purity in the worshippers. Enduring forever. The
Old Testament was - relatively incomplete and destined to be
done away, but the moral code of it abides. Jesus came not
to destroy, but to fulfill. All that was good and holy ab.out
;the law has been preserved and given a spiTitual significance.
-(See Matt. 24:35) . The (ltdinances (relative duties of man
and man) of Jehovah are true, and righteous attogether. They
are founded upon eternal principles of. truth and, for this
reason, they are true and righteous, constituting the only
safe rule of conduct. More to be desired are they than gold,
yea, than much fine gold; SIWeeter also than honey and the
droppings of the honeycomb. Moreovet· by them is thy servant
warned: In keeping them there is great reward. The delights

of the
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word are in these two verse_s enumerated,- which are
It is more valuable than ·gold, more delightful than
it warns ·the wayward, it rewards the obedient. The
a great possession,_ an abiding pleasure, a sure protec-

III. The Voice of Pra~er (vs . .12-U)
While looking into tP.e -law, the Psalmist found r eflected liis
own imperfections. Hence, the praise which 'h e had for th_e
law is quickly turned unto humble prayer. "The contemplation of the law," says an eminent scholar, "cannot but lead to
self-examination, and that to petition. His shortcomings appall,
for by the Jaw is the knowledge of sin."
Who can discern his errors ?
Clear thou me from hidden faults.
Keep back thy servant also frqm presumptuous sins;
Let them not have dominion over me:
Then shall I be upright,
And I shall be clear from great transgression.
Let' the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
Be acceptable in thy sight,
0 Jehovah, my rock, anq my redeemer.
Who can discern his errors? Though we try diligently to
..find our faults, some of them will be overlooked. Clear thou
me from hidden; faults, i. e., the faults we cannot see in ourlselves. Keep hack thy servant also from presumptuous (habitual, deliberate) sins; let them not have domilllion over me.
Jt is comparatively easy to eliminate f aults whi:le tbey _are
incipient_ ·and occasional; but once tliey have developed into open, habitual sins, they axe tyrants whose yoke it is well
nigh impossible to break. Then shall I be upright, a11d I shall
be clear from great transgresshms, the climax of "presumptuous sins," the ·fi n-a l falling away from God. Let the word&
of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptabLe in
thy sight, 0 Jehovah, my t·ock, and my redeemer. __ "He best
loves the law of J ehovah who lets it teach him his sins, and
sends him to his kn ees; he best appreciates the glories· of the
silent heaven who knows that their witness to God is but the
}lrelude of the deeper music of the Scripture's declaration of
th~ heart and will of Jehovah, who grasps him as his strength
.and his r edeemer from all evil, whether of sin or evil or sor-·
row."- The Expositor's Bible._
Let Us Learn:
1. That "the heavens declare the glory of -God." Not only
does a building declare the existence of a builder, but also
his glory or character . When we survey the wonderful works
·o f God in the material universe, we conclude that he is wise,
powerful, and benevolent.
2. That, with all of its beauty and grandeur, the voice of
nature-the declaration of the heavenly bodies-is not a moral
g uide. It do es not teach us our duty towarcl God or toward
our f ellowman. Here the voiCe of revelation comes in and does for u s what the voice of nature cannot do.
3. That the Bible, God's great book, is the one and only all,sufficient guide in the realm of morals and pure religion. In
the incomparable work of converting or restoring the soul, of
guiding man in the -path "Jf safety, of lea ding him to heaven 1
it is "perfect."
4. That the word of the Lord i S> endowed with wonderful
attributes. It is "perfect," "sure," "right," "clean," and ~·true
and righteous altogether."
5: That the word of the Lord pro duce~ marvelous results._
It restores the soul, makes wise the simple, l'ejoices the hem't,
enlightens the eyes, and gives an enduring foundation. Man
needs to read, to believe, 't o obey.
- 6. That when the sons of rr,';)n look into the word of the
Lord, they find r eflected therein their own imperfections. This
changes the pra]se they have for the law into humble prayer.
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Studies In Galatians (No. 5)
R.C.Bell
lnasmuch as "the truth of the gospel" hangs thereby,
Paul lays a broad, deep foundation for his independent apostleship. This foundation consists of three pillars: first, he
received his apostolic commission directly from heaven; second, the original apostles understood that his apostleship
was different from theirs, and gave him full endorsement
and fellowship; third, when Peter inade a mistake at Antioch, he corrected him. Previous essays have dealt with
the first two pillars. This essay treats the third pillar ( 2:
11-18).
Peter's Mistake
PE;Jter's experience in connection with Cornelius, the first
heathen Gentile to become a Christian, convinced him that
Christ was for all races and cultures of m en. When the
church in Jerusalem contended with him for eating with
"men uncircumcised," he championed the cause of the Gentiles so effe<:tively that the Jews began to accept uncircumcised Christians into the church.
A little later, Antioch became the cradle, and still later
the citadel and missionary center, of Gentile Christianity.
When Peter visited this great church, he engaged freely in
social intercourse with its Gentile members, as was his right
and custom, until some rig id legalists, who would impose
circumcision on baptized Gentiles, came from Jerusalem.
Then, "He drew back and separated himself, fearing them
that were of the circumcision. And the rest of the Jews
dissembled likewise with him; insomu ch that even Barnabas
was carried away with their dissimulation." But when Paul
"saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth
of the gospel,"' he resisted Peter, the leader, "to the face
because he stood condemned" ( 2:12-14). Remarkably strange
that Gentile Christians suddenly became unfit associates for
Peter! Is there to be one church for Jews and another . for
Gentiles?
The difference between Paul and Peter was not in doctrine, for both spoke "as the Spirit gave them utterance."
They agreed that Christianity without additions from Moses
would make full-grown Christians. Hut Peter, under pressure
of . the Judaizers, ceased in Antioch to fellowship Gentiles
as h e had been doing since Cornelius several years before .
He had not changed his faith, however; he only acted as if
he had. In doctrine, he stood firm; in conduct, overawed by
men, he failed. ·This was "dissimulation," or hypocrisy.
Here are some things to warn and fortify us all. The fact
that all the Jewish brethren in Antioch, including Paul's old
and tried friend, Barnabas, (how much sleep did Paul lose
over this?) were carried . away; shows the mighty power of
bad example. And if bold Peter and good Barnabas becal'ne
hypocrites, for whom is hypocrisy impossible? The base
motive, ·"s~ing the favor of men," led these two men of
good intentions to disguise their attitude toward the law and
to pervert the gospel of grace. "The fear of man bringeth a
snare!' (Prov. 29:25). Probably, they did not realize either
that they were hypocrites. And hypocrisy of which its victim
is ·unconscious is the worst form of hypocrisy. For Christians
to curry favOT of me)l, from whom their calling certainly and
definitely separates them, is, any time .and anywhere, perilous.
Peter Corrected
Even after Cornelius, Peter knew that ' God made no distinction be'tween Jew and Gentile, but that he freed both
religiously from the unbearable yoke ·of the law, cleansed
both by faith in Christ, gave both the Holy Spirit, reconciled
"both in one body unto God .through the cross having slain
th.e enmity thereby," made "in himself of the two one new
man, so making peace," and that both equally had through
Christ "access in one Spirit unto the Father." Peter knew
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too much to be guilty of his conduct, and his slowness to see
the implication of his retraction is astonishing. Oh, the weakness and fallibility of even good · men!
To Peter, who had possessed this vast wealth of unforgettable knowledge (can men forget what they learned by
experience?), and had lived accordingly for years, Paul said
something like this: "Your ignoring Jewish scruples re·specting circumcision, meats, days, and such like, at first,
that you might fit smoothly into the life of this Gentile
church was your Christian liberty and duty. But your reversing yourself when Judaizers came has involvements ·of
extremely disastrous consequences. Remember, Peter, that
you and I in becoming ' Christians discarded as a' means of
salvation all our unavailing legal advantages over lawless
sinners of the Gentiles, took our place beside them · as condemned sinners all, and, since no man can be justified by
law, were justified even as they by God's g race through our
faith in Christ. Your going back to Moses implies that you
are correcting the mistake you made in giving him up for
Christ. Do you not see that your conduct wiil be interpreted .
as inability of faith in Christ to satisfy human need, and as
inadequacy of Christ himself to fulfil the deeper and higher
longings and aspirations of the soul? Dear · brother, remember your speech in the meeting at Jerusalem. How can you
be such a great transgressor as to pervert the gospel and to
make Christ a minister of sin?" (See 2:14-18).
Who, knowing Paul of the Acts and of his epistles can
doubt that he reasoned and pleaded wisely, tearfully, and
successfully ? Who, knowing Peter of the gospels can doubt
that he, in bitter weeping and true repentance, was restored
to becom~ a better and stronger man than ever? Two big
men met in this incident face to face and heart to heart.
Peter was good and great enough to acknowledge his mistakes when it was made known to him, and to respect and
love Paul evermore for the rebuke and correction (See 2
Peter 3:15). Had not the truth of God and the souls of men
been at stake, wo uld Paul have written the Galatians about
his having corrected Peter? When they read about it, could
they still doubt Paul's apostolic knowledge and authority?
P'eter was so human-impulsive, energetic, basically hones.t.; an ambitious man of action and magnetic leader of men;
a man given to rashness and shrinking from ridicule. His
• faults were but shadows of his virtues. H.e always needed a
wise friend of deliberate mind and sound judgment for restraint and balance-an eye for his hand. For a few years
he had such a friend in Jesus. At Antioch he is in character.
Had not Paul saved the situation, would not th e caste system
have entered the churqh to rob her of her gospel of pure
grace and liberty?
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M. Norvel Young
What Does the Bible Sayt
A COMPLIMENT COMES FROM AN ENEMY
Recently a shipment of Bibles was stopped at the border
of East Germany. The Bibles were examined by tbe authorities and declared contraband: The Russian officials said that
these books contai;ned dangerous propiaganda. What a compliment for the living Word of God. Yes, it is the most dangerous propaganda in the world against godless communism,
against tyranny, against paganism, against Sllavery, agrunst
lying and stealing, murder, adultery, drunkenness, and all evil.
Sometimes those who are enemies of the truth unwittingly
paY' Christians great compliments. This happened to Paul and
· Silas in Thessalonica in ancient Greece. After they had been
released from prison in Philippi they travelled about a hUJ!IJdred miles to Thessalonica, which is today known as Salonica.
There they preached the crucified Christ as the risen Lord. A
great multitude of the devout Greeks believed this gospel.
Some of the Jews also believed, but the others stirred rip a
mob against the Christians. Then it was that they paid the
Christians a great compliment, even though they meant it to
be otherwise. They said to the rulers of the dty, "These
that have turned the world upside do''I"'l are come hither also
, . ·.." (Acts 17:6).
Probabty these em.emies of the truth meant to imply th·a t
wherever go51pel pneachers went there arose disturbances and
mob violence against them. But actually they spoke a greate:r
truth than they realized. The gospel is literallY' "dynamite"
as Paul calls it in Romans 1:16. It is the power or dynamite
of God unto salvation to those who accept it. Paul and Silas
were doing more to turn the old sinful, pagan, Roman world
upside down than even their enemies dreamed. The simple
Christianity which they were preaching was converting men,
transforming their lives from selfish, hateful, lustful way,;
to the way of Christ. Within a few decades the dynamic
force of this rrew faith would revolutionize the thi~ng and
daily living of millions. The faith they preached was turning
the Roman and Greek and Hebrew world upside down!
Real New Testament Christianity will alwlays turn ,t he world
upside down wherever ,t he world is dominated by paganism,
materialism, and evil. One reas01111 today why many people
ignore Christianity is because many professed disclples have
lost .the dynamic, crusading, spirit of New Testament Christianity. Let me challenge you to study your New Testament
again, and catch the glorious 'spark of a faith that is bold,
daring, adventurous.
The struggle betwen good a:nd evil, light and darkness goes
<>n in every land, in every community. Chrdst c!alls us to "fight
the good fight of faith!" He challenges us .t o deny ourselves,
and take up our cross daily and follow him. Pray that millions will take up that challenge in the coming year, and that
the enemies of the gospel may be co.nstrained again to sa.y:
"These Christians are turning this pagan, maJterialistic, sinsick world upside down."
Only the power of the gospel can change men into the ir.1age
of Christ. Only changed men can make a chaiilged world. The
hope of this world is the gospel of Jesus Christ I Have you
surrendered to :irt? Rave you acknowledged his claim on your
life, trusted in him as the Son of God, repented of your sins,
confessed your faith in him before men, been buried with him
in the likem.ess of his resurrection? Are you working with niru
to turn the w<ll1ld right side up?

THEl FIRST GERMAN LECTURESHIP A GREAT SUCCESS

We have had several European lectureships her e in Frank•
furt which have been conducted in English, but last Sunday
night the first lectureship held in the German language was
closed. We felt at the end of the week that it was a great
success. Brethren came from Munich, Stuttgart, Karlsruhe,
Mannheim, Heidelberg, Heppenheim, Wiesbaden and Hanau.
It was a great source of encouragement to all and especially
to the West End congregation here in Frankfurt. Many of
the brethren here in Frankfurt said they were astonished to
see there were so many German brethren who could preach
the wo·rd of the Lord in such a ~onderful way.
One of the outstanding aspects of the lectureship were the
debates that were held each day. Subjects debated were:
"Original Sin," "Salvation by Faith Only,'' ''Peter was First
Pope," and "Instrumental Music." It was indeed a great inspiration to see these young men defending the faith as they
did. After the debates were over, an hour was spent in
discussion. During these discussions, those who had been
assigned the wrong side of the question helped answer their
own arguments. Some of the brethren were skeptical of these
debates wben the lectureship started because this was something new here in Germany, but at the end almost everyone
said that it was one of the best parts of our lectureship.
The lectures were climaxed Sunday afternoon when congregations in the Frankfurt area assembled for a singing.
Each congregation sang a special song and each preacher
from that congregation gave a report of the work that was
being done. This gave the different congregations a chance
to see what was being accomplished in the different places.
Appr<>ximately .five hundred people were present for the
singing.
We hope to cont~nue these German lectureships each year
and try thereby to build up a closer unity and fellowship
among all who are preaching the gospel in Germany--OTrS
GATEWOOD, Frankfurt, Germany.
GOD, MAN AND MONEY

M. Norvel Young
To meet the need of a _pamphlet teaching members of the
church their duty in regard to the handling of money, a new
pamphlet is being published April 1st. It will contain the
following articles:
"Can I Afford To Be Honest in Business?" by Robert Bell;
"The Elder's Responsibility to Wisely Spend the Contribution," E. R. Harper; "It Pays to Give," by Dr. John G.
Young; "A Liberal Church Will Prosper,'' Otto Foster;
"What Percent of My Income Should I Give?", Clifton Rogers; "New Testament Teaches Planned Giving," John Banister; "The 'Proper Use of Money," B. C. Goodpasture; "The
Individual Christian's Duty to Give Each Lord's Day," Jack
Meyer; "Modern Idolatry-Covetousness," Dean Brookshire;
"Sa~rificial Giving," F . W. Mattox; and "The Land is the
Lord's,'' by Tim O'Shanahan.
These ·may be ordered at lOc each from the Firm Foundation, Box 77, Austin 61, Texas.
SONG BOOKS
Many of our readers desire the muslin or paper-lined cloth

editions of our two popular song books. We have just bound
a large e<liti<>n of each of them in this binding:
New Wonderful Songs, muslin binding, in any quantity,
per copy -----,--------------------------- 65c
N'ew Ideal Hymn Book, muslin binding,
in any quantity, per copy ------------------ 65c
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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EDITORIJtL
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
The church of the Lord Jesus Christ differs materially, widely, fundamentally, from every other religious institution in the world. Modern denominations
.and ancient denominations, sects, parties, heresies and
factions bear no resemblance whatever to the church
founded by the Lord Jesus Christ. When the Savior
said, "On this rock I will build my church," he had
reference to the divine, spiritual institution to be composed of those who would renounce the world and all
sinful practices and adopt for practice in their life
the · precepts of himself.
.All denominational and sectarian bodies are narrow and intolerant. They impose limitations for their
membership that precludes the possibility of many
excellent people entering them. Everybody who wants
to obey God rather than man has equal opportunity in
the chQrch of the Lord Jesus Ghrist. Its simplicity in
the Jl1atter of its organization and work permits of
everyone a field of his highest usefulness and secures
to every member equality before God, and in the sight
:Pf men. Every other institut~on in· the world, including all religious institutions that are not of divine origin, makes provision for personal preferment and distinctiop.. They make provision for having certain great
ones among them; they arrange places for officers of
rank and prominence, for grandees and celebrities.
The church that Christ founded is far different. He
who would be greatest must be the least of all. rt is
not a matter of distinction in place and rank; it is
not a matter of respect of persons. In the church of
th e Lord Jesus Christ, he is g~eatest who serves most.
It matters not how inconspicuous one may be among ·
his fellow men, he has ,the opportunity to measure up
to the highest standard in Chr ist if he performs t he
largest service. Even the poor not only have the gospel
preached to them, but it s power, influence, effects,
results, in the charaeter becomes as potent among
them as among those in the more favored circles of
PROSPECTS AT NHOWE MISSION-MACHEKE,
SOUTHERN RHODESIA
A. R. Holton
It seems a long time since Brother Sheriff converted a man
lat Bulawayo and sent him out to preach to his people. This.
PillJ1 enabled the brethre11 to begin Nhowe Mission.
Since
1938 Central Church of Christ baSI spent $100,000 at . this Mission.
.
,
We have just had a first-hand report from Miss Marjorie
Sewell and Miss Ann Burns. These young women have spent
about two years on the mission. Miss Sewell has been supported by the Ville Street Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas.
Miss Burns has beep. supported by the Trinity Heights Church
of Christ in Dallas, Texas. They have worked in the clinic
~n the mission. They have rtot only ministered to the needs
<>f the mission itself but have gone out into the native villages

Tuesday, March 17, 1953
G. H. P. SHOWALTER, Editor

social, commercial or political life; and one in the hum- '
bler ways and wa-lks of life may as certainly exerdse
an influence· for good and many times as great an
influence for good and even greater than that exerted
)?y men and women in the more eminent and desirable
circles of life. Take the e~ample of one poor _man converted to Christ; one who has fully and thoroughly,
cnmpletely, turned to the Lord. He lacks education
as men use this word. He lacks culture and refinement of society, but he moves among the thousands
of people upon whom such attainments count for even
less than nothing. What is culture, anyhow? What is
it to the man or the woman in poverty's realm, struggling for the necessities of life? Education, culture,
refinement? All these are only relative terms. One
may be accounted highly refined, highly cultured,
liighly educated, in a certain strata of the social compact and be reputed as nothing in these attainments
when measured by the unit of measurement employ~d
in another social or educational cir_cle.
-·
The Christ of God inculcated among men, certain
grand, great fundamental . principles relating to life
and conduct. These, when once adopted and applied in
the social, industrial and civil life of man, wherever
he is, will make man the most useful possible in the
realni in which he is moving·. Christ meant an opportunity for every man to make the most of power and
possibility that lies easily within his grasp. To follow Christ means to employ in its most efficient manner ·the powers and utilize the possibilities that lie
viithin our reach. 'The go~pel makes men and women
better. The teaching of Christ, accepted, believed and
obeyed, institutes a certain dependable, even if sometimes slow and inapparent, transformation of character. No_other great leader ever acted upon the same
psychology in establishing his cause and claims among
men. Christ magnified service. Christ magnified th~
simpler, stronger, greater elements that go to make
the most out of all men and that contribute the highest values for the good of others. to aid publk health and nursing.
They report that there are 350 students under the direction
of Boyd Reese, Suprintendent. These young people study the
Bible daily. The church meets each Lord's day on the mission.
Bro.ther Ulrich Steiniger was baptized at Nhowe Missdon
and was recalled to Germany after the war. He has now retumed to Joha.nlli€sburg and would like very much to come
back to Nhowe Mission and give his life to the work there.
Brother Steiniger would be a gre·a t help on the mission. He
is a good farmer and would make an excellent man for the
upkeep of the mission in general. All who know him say h~ is
a good Christian, that he underslbands the gospel and that he
:tries to live it daily. His German brethren are supplying him
with a meager salary. This needs to be supplemented. We
feel thaJt if the brethren knew of" this opportunity- there would
be liberal support of this man. More information can be giv-en
if requested.
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LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, REPORT

Report On Mena, Arkansas, Work
B. B. Harding
The Northside Church of Christ, 12th and Maple, Mena,
Arkansas, moved from a rented store and into this splemdid
boulder-stone building July 18, 1952, &nd began with a meet-

Northside Church of Christ, 1\iena, Arkansas
ing by Brother Perry B. Cotham, supported by the Lamar
Avenue congregation of Paris, Texas. There were four baptisms and o-ne restoration, and there had beoo nine baptisms
in previous few weeks. Many non-members visited during
open house and the meeting.
The building is 40 f~et by 70 feet with a t\vo-sltory 30 feet
by 60 feet - rear. It contains two restrooms, study, nursery,
and vestibule in the front with a balcony to seat 100 above
these; audito1:ium to seat 260 and finished in maple-stained
knotty pine wainscoting, willow green celotex panel walls and
. white ceiling, 2 ft. rise in sloping oak floors, oak pews1 from
L. L. Sams & Sons; concrete baptistry em.tered from second
floor, two dressing rooms, and two rest rooms; and fifteen
classrooms, nine of which are completed and in various colors.
It wlas built without special architect and contractor, and
financed by the Broadway Plan of Houston on a $25,000 loan.
$5,000 was given by the members and by other members or
churches of the brotherhood. _B. B. Harding, the local preacher,
worked five days a week for several months and most of the
85 two-ho·u r night shifts when from two to twenty othe.r men
and boys gave their time.
The membership has grown 50% in the o111e and one-ha lf
years Brother Harding has preached there. The present membership is 75- 18 couples, 19 single youths, and 20 women.
The collections from these laboring members averaged $112
weekly in 1952, but below $100 so ·far in 1953 because of illness.es and business cut. Since ·t hey're payrn.g $50 a week on
the loan and $5.00 a week on a h~.ting system. , They are still
getting monthly support from Nashville, Arkansas, and Overton Road in Dallas and Walm.ut Street in Texarkana of $25.00
each; $20.00 from Pecos, and $10.00 f r om Spur. The radio
work-$5.00 for fifteen minutes each ~unda y-has been suppollted since October from gifts and $5.00 m onthly from each
of the following: DeQueen, Arkansas., chur ch, Brethren J. W.
Hall and A. L. Rhodes of Andrews, Texas, and Siste<: Lonnie
Kirkland of Boise, Idaho.
Since the same elders of Vinita, Oklahoma, church, where
Brother Harding prgached nine years ag o, have invited hi m
b:ack, he is returning to Vinita after Febr uary 15. No one
has been chosen to preach at' Mena, and al!JJyone interested
should write the Northside church immediately, giving all
needed inf-ormation in the first letter.

Cleon Lyles
Little Rock is soon to have its ninth cong.reg!llthm. This
will be the sixth co;n,gregation that -has had a beginning in the
past seven years. Before that there were only three churche.s
of Christ in the dty, two in· Little Rock ,a nd one in Nor-th Little Rock. About seven years ago the South Highland church
began meeting in a new building that was erected on South
L ewis Street. Before this a few had met in a store building
on Asher Avenue. Aoout two years ago .they sold theil' property to the Safeway Company, and erected a much better
building within a block of their old location. This is one of
our most thriving congregations. The Pulaski Heights church
began in 1947. Their building was erected by the DowntoW1!11
church, which was then meeting at 4th & State (Now Sixth
at Izard), and the membership went from this church. They
had an auspicious beginn1ng. They began with nea1;ly two
hundred members and a sma.ll debt. They have a very niice
building and have had a local preacher from their beginni~g.
The next congregation was begun in the Sylvan Hills section
of Nor th Little Rook. They met for two years in the YMCA
building but recelll.tly moved into their own -new building, which
is conveniently located. They have a loca1 preacher. About
a year ago a congregation was started on West 12th Street
in Little Rock. They have been meeting in a store building,
but are now erecting theh- own edifice. They have had a
regular preacher from the begil'lllliing. Abol.l!t six months ago
a congregation was started in the Levy section of North Little
Rock. - They are meeting in the Legion building, but have
plans for erecting a building of their own.
They have a regular preacher. Members from several congregations have made up these new com,gregia-tions. We have
given members to each of .t hem. None of them star'lted because
of difficulty in any congregation, but with •t he blessings of all
other churches of Christ in the city.
The new church will be located on the ea.slt side of Little
Rock. They have purchased property, on which is a large
frame buj.lding, at 16th and Commerce. They will have their
beginni!ll.g about the first of March and Lewis .Sharp, who is a
member at Sixth and Izard, and the son of one of our elders,
will preach for them.
-< :Thus the kingdom is spreading in Little Rock, and we believe there are big days ahead. All the churches are doing
good wor•k and will soon .be strong churches.
We are now in our eighth year with the Downtown church
and are enjoying our best year. Contributions! for JanuJa,ry
averaged more than $1400 per week, and we are having about
200 additions a year. The Lord has been good to us and we
are thankfuL
Commentary on the Entire Bible
by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown
Commentar y on Hebrews by Milligan - --------- - --Fourfold Gospel by McGarvey-Pendleton ------ ----The One-Volume Bible Commentar y, covering the
entire Bible by J. R. Dummelow -------------Commentary on Romans by Moses E . Lar~ - --------Commentary on First Corinthians
by Lipscomb-Shepherd ----------------·-~-----------Campbell-Owen Debate on ~nfidelity --------------Memoirs of Alexander Campbell -------- - - - ----·---Sermon Outlines, W. A. Schultz -----------------Campbell-Purcell Debate on Catholicism -----------History o{·the Christian Church, Geo. Parker Fisher
Why I Left , Thomas L. Campbell -------- - - - - -----Box 77
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VlrgU Bentley, 201 West 6th St., Cordell,
<>klahoma, March 2:
Two were baptized
here yesterday,
J. T. ~!arlin, Sweetwater, Texas, March 2:
·One was baptized h ere yesterday. Our meet.ing with Trine Starnes is March 15-22.
WUUrun B. Kuglw, 506 Cotton Avenue,
P.O. Box Sal, Caruthersviile, Missouri: Two
.came forward confessing faults and two
were baptized into Christ. The work here
is doing nicely.
E.· Wickham, Coshocton, Ohio, March
We had two nice crowds at the services
.at the East Main Street church of Christ· in
Coshocton yesterday. We have Jots of sick ness in this splendid congregation.
A.

.2:

The old price of $3.00 for Hurlbut's Story
<>f the Bible no longer applies, as this .edition is no longer in print. We have a good
.stock of the n ew "Anpiversary Edition"
with many improvem ents, at $4.95.
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San Antonio, T exas, March 3: Two
were b apt ized and three placed membership
at the West Avenu e chureh during the past
week. Attendance and interest continue to
increase.

A• H. Bryant, 1445 Nogales, Del Paso
Heights, California:
We are apparentl'Y
making some very favorable progress here
in the Lord's work. Plans are almost complete to begin construction of a new church
bouse.
The ACC Lectures for 1953 are. already in
process of printing and we would appreciate
a notice from all who want a copy so that
we may know how many to print this year.
Already orders are considerably more than
for any previous year.
A. L. Harbin, 109 14th St., Vallejo, California, March 5:
We left Mapa to begin
with the. church in Vallejo the last Lord's
day in .January. One has been restored and
one identified since we came. Broth er Roy
E . Cogdill will preach in our meeting, April
30 through May 10.

F. D. Sltepherd, P. 0. Box 63, Honolulu 10,
T. H.: I came here in .January to work
with this congregation at least one year.
It promises to be v ery interesting work.
It seems to be a very nice group and very
cooperative. This is a very beautiful country.
The church is composed largely of
young people. About 85% are service men
and th eir wives.

Tom Harris, 1802 Caroline Street, South
Bend, 14, In.!iana, February 27: Two bap tisms at Caroline and Calvert Streets durIng February. I will be with the brethren
in Farmersburg, Indiana, .June 28 through
August 9. Upon my return from summer
$Chao!. I will begin our fourth year in
South Bend, the Lord willing.
!Mrs. R.oy 1\liles, O'Donnell, Texas, March
2: Anyone who would like some baclt numbers of the Firm Foundation and Christian
Woman, please write me and I will mail
them to you.
I dii:l this once before and
the r esponse was wonderful.
Thi s ~s so
much nicer than destroying them.
Th ey
may save a soul.
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Torn Harris, 1802 Caroline Street, South
Bend 14, Indiana, .January 29: Three baptisms and one r estoration at Caroline and
Calvert during .January.

T. H. Tarbet, 813 West 17th, Big Spring,
Rufus R. Clifford, Box 282, Lawrenceburg,
Texas, March 6: Since last report, several Tenn essee, March 7: Attendance and intermonths back, thirteen have been baptized est are good in spite of the flu epidemic.
at East Fourth and Benton.
One was baptized last week. A. Hugh Clark
of San Antonio, Texas, will be with us In a
Clyole C. Corner, 208 North .John, Holden- meeting April 5-12 .
ville, Oklahoma, March 3: We are getting
off to a pretty good start for 1953. One was
Ernest JUeCoy, Borger, Texas, March 6:
baptized r ecently. I have time . for one· During the past three weeks nine have
me e ting during the summer months .
placed membership with the congregation
and two have been restored. We are conJas. E. Laird, 214 ·slate Street, Rockmart, tinuing with two morning services until a
Georgia, March 6: I began work with the building can be er ected for another conchurch at Rockmart, Georgia, in ·october, gregati on.
and two have been baptil!;<Jd !;l.nd one restored .
The work is making gooP, progress. We'
Tice Elkins, 4428 Gresham Street, San Dihope soon to begin construction of some n ew ego 9, California, March 4: Pleas& send all
class rooms.
orders for "Sounding of Seven Trumpets"
to the Firm Foundation. I am at address
Oliver c. Cunnlugham, 406 Chestnut Street, ab,pve and still bedfast, cannot walk a step
Cookeville, Tennessee, March 4: My work alone . I would enjoy letters and cards from
with the Willow Street Church of Christ all dear friends. I will be here for a long
in Cookeville began last Sunday, Uarch 1. time if I live at all .
I will preach in a gospel meeting here at
Willow Street, March 22-29. One was bap Joltn T. Smitl•son, Wingo, Kentucky,
1
tized last Sunday.
March 2: Since last report, I have preached
at the following places:
S eve nth Avenue
J. D. Pinkerton, 730·6 Marcell Street, Aus - congregation, Miami, Florida; West Flaglar
tin, T exas, March 5: February was a very Street church, Miami, J<'lorlda, and the
encourag ing month for the church that meets Homestead church, Homestead, Florida. The
a t 81 San Marcos Street. There was a total audiences were good and very appreciative.
of .eighteen to respond to the Invitation. No add itions at any of these congregations.
One was baptized, four came by transfe r of However, we hope much good was done and
membership, and thirteen were restoi'ed with will be seen after a while.
eleven of this number being new aduitions
James 0. Wilburn, Box 11, Gruver, Texas,
to our membership.
March 1: A. C. Williams and 0. T. ShewmaAlan Bryan, Lubbock , Texas, March 6: ker will assist- the church at Gruver in a
Total responses during 1952 at the Broad - meeting April 1-12. Classes in singing will
way church in Lubbock amounted to 426 of precede each night assembly. Congregating
which 156 were baptisms, 88 were restora- will occur at 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p .m. daily.
tions,. and 187 were identifi ed as Christians. An afternoon song service Is to be held
Total COIJ,tributions amounted to $185,000. Lord's day, Apr il 5th, at 3:00 p.m. This
Th e budget for 1953 totals $200,000 of which finds me at the beginning of a meeting at
one-h alf is to be spent for work away from Tulare, California.
home. Attendaj'lce in Bible School so far
this year has averaged slightly b~low 1100.
w . s. Willis, 2811 Avenue E, Fort Worth,
T exas: I a m now in position to . take local
Paul lllcCluug, 607 North First, Lamesa, \vork or conduct a number of meetings. I
T exas : C. E. McGaughey did the preaching will go anywhere for m eetings, and will
in a meeting which closed here February consider local work within one hundreQ. and
22.
Nineteen were baptized and thirteen fifty miles of Fort Worth. It any congrerestored. Four have been baptized since gat ion can use me I w ill apprec iat e your
,the meeting.
The chu rch he.re has never calling me. I can give as reference any of
been in bette.r condition spiritually, finan - the ministers or elders of the congregations
cially, or otherwise. We have just recently here in th e city. "Here am I, send me."
completed a $7,500 annex which gives us the
best in office space.
' \ \7 1ll
w. Slater, Hydro, Oklahoma, March
3:
The work in Hydro is makirlg some
Malcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Hunt- progress. Two baptisms last week.
Conington Park, California, March 2: . One more gregation is small in number, 50 members,
h as been baptized her e and one more placed in c luding several young folks who are still
m em bership. In the past half week we have in school. Our Lord's day attendance averbroken three different attendance records. ages 85. Our contributions from $65.00 to
We are planning a Lectureship
We have gone over the 40 marlt f or our $95.0'!¥.
ladl es' Bible class, over the 1 00• mark for March 22 - 27. Different speaker each eveour mid-week service, and in Sunday school ning. We also plan for two meetings this
Congregation small in number but
we reached 171 yesterday. Every phase of. year.
.th e worlt here is progressing in an in sp ir- rich in faith and zeal.
ing way.
Olus~ Church of Chris-t, Olustee, OklaHere are the late prices on some standard homa, March 4: The church here desires the
books that most homes hav e - or should have : servic es of a gospel preacher. The church
Cruden's Concordance, $3.50; Smith's Bi):lle owns a preacher's home and will pay a good
Dictionary, Teacher's Edition, $3 .00; Hurl - salary. Th e church is active and growing.
but's Story of the Bible, $4.95; .Johnson's \Valla~e Layton has held a number of meetPeople's New T es tament, 2 vols., $6.00; Com- ings h ere the past five years . .Joe L. Banks
m entary on Acts by .J. W. McGarvey, $3.00 ; will conduct a gospel meeting March 8th
Commentary on Matthew and Mark by .J. W. through the 15th. Robert Boyd of FairMcGarvey, $3 .00; Sermons by .J. W. McGar- banks, Alaska, and Clyde C. Sloan of Wash vey, $2.00 -- Firm Foundation Publishing ington, D.C., were the two last local preachers.
H.ouse.
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mately 350 visitors were present, coming
from Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, Waco,
Cleburne, Quinlan, Abilene, Vernon, Waxa hachie, Lancaster, Maypearl, Irving, Italy,
Kress, Glen Rose, Alvarado, Cedar Hill, Venus, Ferris, Itasca, Mansfield, Ovilla, and
Midlothian. Fifty years previously the late
.Jim Dunn preached th e first gospel sermon
in Midlothian with only thirteen present
b ecause of the excedingly inclement weather
and impassable roads. Four of the original
group of thirteen were present for the anniversary.
They were Mrs. Ed Cooper and
Mrs. Anna Holland Lewis of Midlothian,
Mrs .. .Jim Dunn and Mrs. Louise Dunn Ste- ·
phens of Houston.
Mr. and Mrs. Raleigh
Martin who now live in Lubbock and .Jimmy
Holland of Oregon were unabl\l to be present. Of the original group the folluwlng are
deceased: the late J\1r. and Mrs. Sam Martin, the late Mr. .Jim Dunn who was the
first regular minister, the late Mr. Ed Coop er, the late Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Holland.
Harper of Glendale will be the prea<;her In
W. 1\1. Grooms, Keller, Texas, March 4: The work at Midlothian continu'e s to go
our spring meeting wh ich begins March
Plans are being completed . for
me
to forward . L-ast night a fine young man was
29.
preach In a meeting in Boise, Idaho, the baptized at our prayer meeting service.
v. A,. Vlck, Box 452, Delhi, Lousiana, last • of· .June or first of .July. Through
Joe H . 1\lorris, 2707 Kentucky Avenue,
March 3: I have resigned the work here, Brother Guild's Influence this meeting has
effective April 1. While we have been h ere been arranged, since I am a total stranger Paducah, Kentucky, March 3: The Clements
there have been 18 , responses to the invi- to these brethren. I look forward to a good Street church continues Jn its r apid stride
tation, 11 of these being baptisms.
Th e meeting, however, as reports indicate the of accomplishing things for the Lord's kingchurch here has authorized me to inform work there is going forward In a fine way. dom. During the first two months of this
the brotherhood that they will be In need I have time for two more meetings this year we averaged one added each Lord's
of a gospel preacher. The church here Is year, a.nd would like to arrange another day, five of whom were baptized. Too, on
working in harmony and they are a very for the West Coast after the Boise meeting. Monday, March 9, we l aunched a five-day -a fine group of Christians. They have most If I can be of service, I would appreciate week broadcast over Station WPAD, Pacertainly been good to us. If you are In- hearing from any congregation desiring a ducah, to be heard Monday through Friday
at 11:15 a.m. Then on March 15th our eveterested, write to the church of Chr ist, meeting.
ning service will be changed from 6 p .m.
Delhi, Louisiana.
Jolln G. Bills, 4133 Middlesex Drive, San to 7 p.m. so that a class for the young peoCly<le V. 1\loore, 544 Western Avenue, To- Diego 16, California, March 1: We enjoyed ple of the church might meet at 6 p.m.
ledo 9, Ohio, Telephone FAirfax 1637, March very good services at Linda Vista today. Contribution, interest, and attendance con5: I am glad to report two baptisms h ere The hol.! se was filled for the morning serv- tinue at a high level. The e lders of the
March 1. This makes four since the begin- ices, and the house overflowed at the sing- Clements Street church are to be commended
ning of the year. Also, my work with the ing in the afternoon. The evening service for their great vision.
Western Avenue congregation will come to was well attended. We all had dinner toFloyd Embree, 1203 Merchant, Artesia, New
a close on or before the first of .July, 1953. gether. Four responded last Wednesday eveAny preacher who is int erested in this work ning, and one today: two baptized, on e re - Mexico, March 4: Two have been baptized
should contact Vi'. 0. Smith, 2477 Franklin stored, and two confessed wrongs. I should a nd two restored here in recent weeks. I
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. The Western Avenue like to hear from congregations wanting closed a seven-day meeting with the church
congregation is one of the larger congrega- meetings the last part of .July or August, in Freeport, Texas, las t Sunday evening.
tions in Northwestern Oh io, and is under as I am to be in a meeting In Tennessee There was one baptized and one restored.
good over!light. It also sponsors several mis- the first part of August. Write me at the Brother Ernest H. Witt i s the efficie nt min above address.
ister there and is doing an excellent work.
sions in this area.
The brethren there were working for the
Setlt E. Rehkox>, 235 Okanogan Avenue,l meeting and brought out many friends and
M. C. Cuthbertson, 2208 N. Richey, Marc~ Wenatchee, Washington, March 2: Interest acquaintances to hear the gospel. We will
5: Brother E. L. Page, 1130 S. McDonnell and attendance are on the incr ease. Seve~al shortly •be on a new radio frequency of 990
Avenue, Los Angeles, California, is availa- ·additions since last . report. Another fine with a power of 1,000 watts on radio stable for local work.
Brother Page obeyed mlddle-~,ged cpuple were baptized at the tion KSVP here. Our regular Monday, Wed the gospel about three years ago, after morning
service
yesterday.
The
great nesday, and Friday broadcast will continue
preaching for th e. Baptists for twenty years. Northwest is growing with many people at 7:15-7:30 a .m., as they have heretofore.
He has done excellent worlc at Culver City, locating In and around the Columbia Basin Brother A. H. Kennamer of Midland, Texas,
and East Los Angeles, California. I con - area. Why not plan your vacation this way will be with us in the spring mE'eting,
sider that he is an ab le preacher of the this summer and se·e this wonderful coun- March 25 - Aprll 5.
gospel.
I ha'Ve known him · since he l eft try with all its wonderful opportunities.
fhe Baptists, and !mow that he is sound in THe church Is growing and many more
Howard Casnil.n, Great Bend, ·Kansas,
the faith. Brother L . L Stout, of East Long workers are needed. Th e Wenatchee church- March 7: To my friends and brethren evBeach, and Wm. S. Irvine, Belleflower, Cali- es enjoyed a grand fellowship in singing, erywhere, greeting! This is not an official
fornia, also know hi'm. well. If you need a yesterday at .the Cascade congregation at anno uncem ent, as I have no authority to
preacher, contact him for the work.
2:30 p.m.
make such. But I do want fo say that my
sister in the flesh, Bertha, is to be married
Rnymond L. Co1>cnlng, Duke, Oklahoma,
On ly tho13e
James A. Joh11son, 124 Circle Drive, Cle- in the · not too distant future.
February 22: I am located again with the burne, Texas, February 26: Thanks for you r of you who know Bertha, can realize what
congre.gation in Dulce. I worked h ere four- advertisement of the 50th anniversary on a shock this is to me. She is to be married
teenth months daring 1946t and 1947. I am February 15 of the congregation in Midlo- to a fine Christian, and we rejoice with her
happy to be associated with the good breth- thian, Texas.
After the regular morning My second announcement is that after a
ren here again. The congregation in Duke Bible classes and worship service, lunch was number of years, follow ing m any d elays
Is a very fine small town congregation. · served picnic style in the school lunch room. and long postponements, I finally put that
They have had some very fine men to work The afternoon program began at 2 :00 o'clock, much talked of diet into execut ion. As a
with them, somewhat strange, but I was and featured the Bel Canto Chorus of .Boles result, I am minus abo ut sixty -thr ee pounds
their first regular preacher. Indications are Home, a well-trained group of forty young of my former self. So, brethren Ira Douthfavorable for a pleasant work. To preach- people directed by Paul Robt>rt Oler. Short itt and Doyle Banta, please take note. Thus
ers that are interested in this work, and •talks were made by .J. R. Irvin of M idlothi an, far, no one has yet addressed me as "The
have written, please be assured that the Tex Williams of Boles Home, L. A. Hollar Thin Man." But, with Bertha getting marelders h ere appreciate your interest, but I of Vernon, Reuel Lemmons of Cleburne, Gus ried, . and other shocking events coming to
will be here for awhile yet. Progress to A. Dunn of Dallas, Basil Doran of Ferris, pass, who knows what to expect? B r ethren,
t ·h e church everywhere.
and Albert Morris of Midlothian. Approxi- these a r e trying times!
From Dicke.lS, Texns: One baptized and
one restored.

Cllester A. Studer, L eander, Texas, Feb ruary _12: W. D. Black will preach at both
.Jess H. Hall, P. 0. Box 401, Paducah, Ken- services ' March 29th and we will have singtucky, March 4: .Joe Malone of Fort Worth, ing that afternoon at 2:30. Everybody who
Texas, will preach and Foy Hall, also of can, Is invited to be with u s.
Fort Worth, will direct tlie singing In our
~&eting here at Broadway during the first
Robert W. Hildebrand, Casper, Wyoming,
two Sundays of April. Thos e in reach of
Paducah are invit~d to attend the services March 1: A few weeks ago a request was
of this meeting. During February, six were made In an effort to obtain funds to build
identified with us and one was baptized. a church building at Glenrock, Wyoming,
for the few brethren In Christ who are
Brynn s. Bro,vJ>, 115 Thorn Street, San ~orshipping , there. I wish to report now
Diego 3, California, March 3: We are happy that two lots and two old buildings have
to report that we have broken all previous been purchased and partially paid for. Any
Bible school attendance records here at financial help would surely speed up the
Hillcrest; twice within the month. Three getting of these buildings in shape to hold
were added to our number by membership meetings in. God's blessings are on those
last Sunday. These included a _man and wife who minister to his needs. Send all donawho had been serving as deacon and teacher tions to Chester M. Lampman, Glenrock,
with their former home congregation. Paul Wyoming, P. 0. Box 296.
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Jib-s. Ernest c. Wilson, 18 Nimitz, Apt. 3,
A sto ria, Oregon, March 5: Brother Arley E.
Moore, a n d family came the last o{ J"anuary
to work with the new congregatton of the
church of Christ in Astoria, Oregon.
We
had our b eginnin g in J"uly of last year a.nd
our chan ces for growth are good . We can
count seventee_n membe r s, bHt Navy peoplEi
are b e ing m ove d from time to time. Brothe r
Moore who came to us from Coos 13ay, Ore gon, did mission work there a nd worked at
:the r eal estate business which ga,'e him a
chance to work ·fo r the Lord at the same
time. But "the r eal estat e liusiness is not
good ln Astoria and the Moores' start h as
been a hard one due to illn ess as well as
the worl< mentioned . This is suc h a difficult field; it . is unfortunate that o ur minister has to wo rk to finish his s upport.
Sister Moore was to start to work but be came ill a lon g with the r est of the family
and was in th e hospital abo ut ten days ..
Astoria's weekly radio program is already
receiving favorab le comments. With tha~
expense and payment on a house for the
Moores, we are b eginnin g to _ wonder from
whe~:e th e money will come, also, we need
a building of ou r own. This is a great field,
your Northw est , with few preachers. Who

CHICAGO, ILL.
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410 S. Michigan Ave.-Room 5i>O-A
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would lik e to help us and to help th e Moores
•to stay and to be full time workers for th e
Lord? An adjoining community t o Astori a
has no cl1urch of any kind. What an opportunity if the church her e were la r ge enough
to send someone out for a Sun day Schoo l
class . for young "\)eople. We hear they take
them in a bus so m ewhere for those se.rvices.
I s your congregatio n doing . what it ca.n
for home missions? Ju s t a tew dolla r s regula rly wo uld help u s l<eep th e local radio
program going. Our fifteen minutes has a
mo s t desirable loca tion betw ee n the Mutual
Network News and th e Lutheran Hour.
Man y p eople in this loca1ity don't g-o to
church , and some h ave no r e li gious be li ef
of any l<ind. Write for details to Arley E.
Moore, Box 984, Astoria, Oregon, or to m e.
Cecil E . Hill, 1111 W est Mulb er ry, San
Antonio, T exas : My son, Ala n Ray Hilt, is
a capa ])le and ex per ie n ced song l ead er and
wou ld like to s pend the summer sing-in g
for gospel m ee ting-s.
He is a stu d ent in
Abilene Christian Coll ege and wo n th e
Preshman Scholarship in Voice.
Only on e
Voice Scholarship is given to Freshmen each
year and it is on a compet itive basis. Alan
bas had splendid training for this work an d
is capable of directing a chorus, t eachin g
mQ s ic a nd condu c ting the s in g in g prog ram
for Vacation Bible Schools.
The elders of
the Beacon Hill congregation w h ere Alan
has spen t the past seven years will be glad
to speal< regard ing his preparation and abil ity for this work. H e can be contacted at
t h e above address or at Station A, Box 444,
Abilene, Tex as.
He wi!J be g·lad to go
wherever he is r.eeded.
Cly<le P. Fintll:ty, 304 Pierce A ve nu e,
Houston 3, Texas : Fifty chu rch es of Christ
in Houston testify to , progress made during
the fifty years since Brother J. D. 'l'ant
·spoke at ~ t11e first Houston serv ices in a
tent m eetin g in 1903.
In r ecognition of
this progress a special Herald of Truth
program will take place at Houston Music
Hall at 3 p .m ., Sunday, March 22. Evange list James W. Nichol w ho begins a m eet in g
that day with the church at Pierce and
Baldwin is to speak as usual o n the H erald
of Truth program. A chorus of 100 voic es
from f{ouston's churches is being prepared
by Brother H. J. Stevens , minist e r at Lindal e congregatio n . _J\.11 brethren and inter-

estE:d persons within driving distanc e of
Hou ston ar e invite d to at tend.
Bxother
Nicho ls is to s peak each week - day even ing
a t 8 p.m .. and at th e usual Lord's day hours
at Pi erce a nd Baldwin, the oldest and near est downtown church in Houston.
Special
HomecomiJ!g day is to be obs er ved a t Pi e rce
and Baldw in at 3 p.m., March 20th, the
closin g d ay of th e m eet ing, w i th B r other
Nichols
speaking.
Former memb e rs of
P i erc e and Baldwin are urged to a tte nd.
V. E . Howanl, G r e.enville, T exas :·
The
congreg·atio n al sing in g of some 2,000 Chl:is ·
tian s, who attend ed th e 1953 Lectur es hip of
Abil e ne Chr ist ia n College, will be h ear d on
Th e Gospel Hour radio broadcast from Mon lt er r ey, M exi-co , over the 150,000 watt ;<Vo ice
of North Ameri ca" , XEG, 10~0 on your dial,
Sunday night, 9 :30 tQ 10 :00• (Central Standaxd Tim e) , Marc h 22nd. This broadcast, conducted by me, un der the dir ec tion of the
eld ers of t h e W.a.lnut Str ee t church in G r ee nville, T exas, with the fellowship of other
congregations, is being heard in some fo rty
States, p arts or" Canada, a n d Mexico. More
than 2,000 copies of a re ce nt sermon on
"Mirac les a nd Healings" h ave been mailed to
li s t eners in al m ost every state in the United
States and parts of Canada and Mexico . Th"e
30 -minut e broadcast is hea rd each Sunday
night.

LeRoy Da·ds, Box 288, J ay, Ol,lahoma: The
month ly s in ging of th e ch urches of Christ
of this area was h eld at the ch.urch bui1ding
here Thursday n igl)t> February 26. The buildin g was filled to capacity. Extra chairs were
added until all available space was occupied.
Congregations fro m mo st towns w ithin a
r ad iu s of 75 miles we re ,:ep r esented: Grove,
Pryor, ·Vinita, Chelsea, Locust Grove, Little
Kansas, Ok lahoma, and Southwest City, Mo.,
a ll added their numbers to swe ll the crowd.
Brother D. Younger, elder from th e church
at Ch elsea, l ed the fir s t so ng. Follo wi ng this,
Brother B . B . Harding-, w h o preaches for
.the church at Vinita, l e d the minds of the
audience in p r ayer . For a n hour and thirty
minutes the build in g r ang with gospe l hymns
:in praise of him from whom all bless ings
flow . Brother Ral e ig h Picl(ett, e lder· from
Grove, di s misse d th e audience. Th e singing
next month wi ll b e at Grove, Olclahoma,
Thursday . night, March 26, 8 :0 0 o' c lock. All
are cordially invited to attend.
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DOES "\VATER WASH AWAY SlNSf

I

scribing the buTial into the death of Christ
by our being bn.ptized into him, Paul say s,
"Being then made free from sin we become
the servants of righteousness." That is what
Ananias meant when he commanded Saul
to ''a~ise and be baptized and wash n.way
t'hy sins calling on the name of the Lord"
(Acts 22:16) .

"\Villard J. Price, 2458 Grape Street, Abilene, Texas March 6: I am now available
for a few me et ings this summer.
I ha.ve
been p r eaching the gospel eight years.
I
helped to establish the church in South
Houston, Texas. I moved to Tenn essee, to
attend
the college at Freed-Hardeman.
i'Vh il e in T en nessee, I had monthly appoint ments at Milledgeville a.nd Dyers Chape1.
Aft e r t\vo years there I then went to the
mis s ion field in Louisiana, and labored two
years with three small congreg·ations.
T
worked wilh the South Side congregation
in Albuquerque, N ew Mexico, as their locai
evange li-st.
My most r ecent work in New
.\lexico was with the North Side congrega.tion in Farmington.
I am now going to
schoo l at Abilene Ch ristian Coll ege. I am
available to preach some place on Sundays
, that iR within driving distance of Ahilene.
as, is to have a lectureship program March If T can be of service to you in sum m er
16 through the 20 . The theme is "Christian meetings or week ly appointments , please
contact me at the a bove address.
Responsibility." The speak ers a nd sub j ects
are as follows:
March 16.:....."The Use of the Tongue," R eu- WANTED-A companion for a Christin.n
el Lemmons., Cleburne, Texas.
March 17-"Working i_n Unity," Foy Smith, woman who is a semi-invalid. For further
Cleburne, Texas.
information, please contact Lewis Gray, Box
March 18-"Christian Liberality," M. L.
Daniels, Cleburne, Texas.
117, Brookshire, Texas.
March 19-"The Christian Home," Weslie
Mickey, FL Worth, Texas.
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
March 20-"Personal and Church Work,"
Robert Fa1·rer, Granbury, Texas.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ser,·i<•es be-gilt cacl1 e,·enlltl!o· ut 7:45 P .l'I.
800 S. JUarks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
SJ>eci:tl sin~ing; Marc!• 15, at 2:30 to 4 P. iU.
T . E . Baxter is the local Jninister
WILLIAI'I N. FRYEa-Evangelist
----·o---ROGER W. HAWLEY- Evnngell8t
'1'0 '\\'HO!tf IT MAY CONCERN
Sttnday-10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.lU.
Wednescla;v-7:3() P.M.
Brother vV . B. Cox has preached for th e
J--.l1nne: I•Resitlent 4-47::W
Megargel churc h for over a: year. He has
r es ig ned the work here due to the drought
conditions th at have ex isted in this area
22 DYNAMIC SERMONS~~
for the past 'y ea r a nd~ one-half. We wish to
heard by MILLIONS~ .( :--:::
commend him to the brotherhood as one
·7M
(!kt4t Sat«u
who has rio hobbies, p1·eaching the gospel

sponsoring work among th e colored p_eople
of New Bl'aunfels in June, and will send
A. C. Huff
an d support the local minister in three missia n m eetings during the summer, at Natick,
(A faitlaful t>rcacl•er 89 years young)
Jesus washed us in his own blood (Rev. Massachusetts, Nixon and Gonzales, botb in
1:5). Some "washed their robes and made T exas .
----o
them white in the blood of the Lamb"
PREACHER AVAILABLE
(Rev. 7:1-1) .
"\V'I1erewithn.l shall a young
man cleanse his ways? By taking heed unto
W. B. Cox
tby word" (Psa. 19:9). "Now ye are clean
l hav e resign e d the worl' here due to
through the words whic~1 I have spok e n
unto you" (John 15:3) . "If we walk in the th e heavy burden it is working on the ch.urch
light as he is in the light, we have f e llow- due to the drought conditions of this secship one with another, and the blood of tion. I am 28 years of age, married, and
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth u s from all have no ch ildr e n. My preaching experience
sin" (1 Jno. 1:7). "Know ye -not that so is six years, entering soon my seventh. I
many or us as were baptized into Jes us am a graduate of Abilene Christian ColChri st were bapt ized into his death? There- lege. A recommendation is given by the
fore we were buried with him through bap- br e thr e n here in this paper. References can
tism into d ea th, that like as Christ was be furnished, as many as a congregation
raised up from the dead by the glory of d s ems necessary. I would Mke to locate in
the Father, even so we also should walk Texas or Oklahoma. My address is· Box 25,
Megargel, Texas, phone 17. These brethren
in n ewness of life" (Rom. 6 :3; 4).
And so it is m ade clear that the blood are finP. p eople and especially blessed with
of th e Lord was shed for our sins. He ~hed real Christian workers. Had weather conhis bl oo d in his death, and we are "baptized dit ion s be en favorable, we would have stayed
into his death" when we ar a baptiz ed in anoth;Jr year, and we truly wish it could
water at his com mand-that is, we e nter have been so.
----0
into the benefits of his death in ob eying
'\VALNL"T SPRlN'GS LECTURES
that comma nd. It is then that his blood do es
cleanse us from our sins. This truth is restated by I'aul in Rom. 6:16, 17. After d e The congregat ion ~t Walnut Springs, Tex-

_ _ _ ,0,_ . : . _ _

GEIDIAN WORS.HIP SERVICES
Blll McCown
The church of Christ in New Braunfels,
T exas, has for several months b.een devoting
one 30-minute broadcast period each month,
the first Sunday morning a.t eight on KGNB,
1420, to a sermon in the German language .
Preaching has been Brother Sachsenmeyer.
Plans a.re in th e m~a ldng for a German serv ice, GO'rTESDJlliNST, to be conducted by t h e
local congregation, with Drother Sachs<' nmeyer as the "predige r." These services are
to be conduc.ted in the German language en tirely each Sunday morning at 9 a.m. at the
building of the churc h of Christ, Faust and
Castell Streets in New Braunfels.
In addition to this WOI'k among the German-speaking ]> e ople, the cong regation is

as it is. He is a good worker, worthy in
every way, and loved by all the church.
\Ve are sure he wi ll do a good worl' for
any congregation desiring his services.
His wife is a wonderful help to him in
his work. Th e church here- will be glad to
a n swer any qu estions of any church des irin g his services. Write eithe~: Mr. Irl
Branch or Mr. 0. C. Sherley, Megargel,
T e:;cas.-Signed: Clyde Priddy, Harold Ward,
Mouston Branch, J. I. Branch, S. S. Jenkins.

~~

~""'·- ·-.,~',

JamesW.Nichols·C.E.~~a~~?•
CLOTH BOUND

SERMONETTES
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FROM AR'l' TO ZOOLOGY, you will find that Harding College '"
is distinctively outstanding. Indeed, there is a "plus" quality about the college at Harding that you will appreciate.
Whatever your vocational plans, it will be to your advant9.ge to enroll in this outstanding Christian college. You
may begin study for the career of your choice on the
campus of Harding .College.

Everything wor.thwhile you have dreamed of in a col- ·
lege experience may be yours .at Harding College. A beautiful campus? Comfortable ·dormitories and new buildings? Plenty of sports and recreation? Helpful, dedicated
faculty? Friendly classmates? Exceptional departmental
offerings? Enjoyable campus life?

.

All these-and more-at Harding 1

For further information write
F. W. Mattox, Director of Admissions

HARDING COLLEGE
SEARCY, ARKANSAS

-

-·
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HARRIS-On the afternoon of January 25,
my f a th e r-in-law, Dr. A. T. Harris passe d
from this life into that which is eternal.
The funeral was cond u c t ed in th e Pearl and
Bryan church on the afternoon of J a nu ary
27. Boyd D. Fann in g was the speaker and
Brother Kenneth Davjs, Jr ., dir ected the'
group of singers.
Burial was beside his
good wife, Laura M. Harris, who preced ed
him in death fou r years ago . Int erment was
in Restland Memorial Park.
Had Dr. Harris lived until th e 1 4 th of
February, he would have been ei ghty-two
years of age. He taught schoo l in h is early
manhood In the state of Kansas and was
united in marriage to Laur a Haworth in
~he year of 1895.
To this union· were born
two children: Dr. R. P. Harr is and Dr. Nina
M. Crawfor d, who survive, and seven grand children and thr ee great grandchildren.
JJ'r. Harr is was a Baptist at th e tim e of
his marriage . His good wife converted h im
soo n after th eir marriage a nd he r emain ed
faithful to th e church throughout the years.
Serving as elder of th e D eriver I-Ieights con gregation of San Antonio fur a number of
years and on moving to Dallas in 1918 , h e
was made elder at Pearl and Bryan, where
h e served for about twelve years. H e tau gh t
a Bible class most of the time,. was superintend ent of the Bible Scho-ol f()r a numb er
of years and for t h e past fifteen years h e
had taught a class of eld er ly people until
two weeks before his passing.
Few men lived a cleaner life than he. He
and I worked together in the same office
for twenty-one years. I n ever heard him
use language that would make the most timid woman blush during that time or lose
control of his temper. He hated error and
.,,~~~J-~~~~~~~~~~-
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Scriptures than h e.
He was highly respec ted as a chiropractor
by his profession and his p atien t s . At one
time, h e was president of the State Chiro practic Association and at time of retirement five years ago was m ade a li fe honorary member of the Dallas County Society of
which h e was a charter member.
Since the pass in g of Sister Harris, fo ur
years ago, he made his home with my wife
and m e.
SAM H . CRAWFORD

Ag-

nos, Arkansas, where a large g roup of relati ves a nd f r i ends p a id a last tribu t e of resp ect to th e sweet life of one of God's own~
Brother Jo e H. Blue of Morriston, Arkansas, a nd Broth er Warter B illingsley of West
Plains, Missouri, spolte words of comfort
and encou r agement. We miss her and our
hearts are heavy with gr ief, but It is s·o sweet:
to know she is with the redee med.
Her daughter,
MYRTLE- WATKINS

TUCKER--Minnie Lovina Tu cker departKLINGMAN-Sister George A. Klingman,
ed this life in a Batesville, Arkansas, h os - 83, passed away on Friday, J anuary 16, at.
pita! at 7 :50 A .M., J anuary 25, 1953.
She h e r home in San Angelo. Services were conwas born Minnie . Lovine Billingsl ey, Au- ducted the . following Monday at Harris anti
gust 4, 1878, in Mississippi.
Th e family Irv ing church by Harr ison Matthews, local
moved to Arkansas when she was seven minister. Her .· honored hu sband was buried
.years of age. She was baptized into Christ in San A ngelo following his death there on
at the age of twelve by her unc l e, M. J. B. D ecembe r 9, 1939. This woman was hig hly
Billingsl ey, whn was a gospel pr eacher, and cultured, ado rn ed by a ll Christian graces.
liv.e d the b eautifu l exemplary life of a Chris- and the mother Of a large family, five
·-tian un t il God called her home. She w as daughters and three sons surviv ing. The
married to Geo rge W. Tu cke·r, February 6, twe nty grandchildren a nd thir teen great1898, ann would · to God m ore marriages 1 grandchildren can look back to h er as a;
w e re lilte th e irs! Th e ir l ove was true a nd I "worthy woman" w ho se "p·rice is f ar above
their ca r e a nd r eve r ence for each other was rubies. " Like h er husband, Sis ter Klingman
un s urpassed. Three children were born to was a constant and profound student of the
them: , One daughter, the writer, Mrs. J. F. Holy BiLle. B oth liv ed the id eals of th e
J e nkins of Fres no, California; Noel Tuck er !Ch r istian r_e li g ion so that all who observed
of Monterrey, California, and Luther Tuck er, •s aw in th em what it m eans to be a Chrisof Agno s , Arkansas. We children a nd our ti-an . Broth e r George A. Klingman was for
fathe r are left to sorrow. Sh e also l eaves h is day a l eader in his fi e ld, a n educator as
one sister, Mrs . Ida Est es of Choc taw, Ok- well as a gospel ministe r. · He was often
lahoma, e ight grandchildren, and seventeen criticised, espec ia lly for his attitude of tolgreat grandchildren, besides m a ny nephews eran ce toward the opposition, but through
and nieces. We do not mourn as those who it all h e ever ma.hif es t ed the lovin g and lovhave no hope. God's precious promises are a bl e spirit of John the apostle. The sameto those who love him and obey his com - fa ith f uln ess is see n in his brother, John
mandments, and we l,l:now well she did the Klingman, who for many years has served
things taught by her Master. Her t ender as chaplain evangel ist in a hospital at Atministrations ~ere extended to many be- lan ta, Georgia.
William G.
Klingman,
s id es her own family.
Her earnest wish youn ge r brother has for a generation served
for her children was, always, that they as one of th e greatest l eaders in vocal muwou ld live Christian lives and f ea-r their ·sic and as l ocal minister in various congre·
childre n in the ways of righteousn ess. We gations. Charles C., another brother (now
can nev er again feel the touch of her gen- minister of First Christian Church, Honey
tie hand; never hear h er cheerful, encourag- Grove), was among the early missionaries
ing. words during the trials of life, nor re- to J a pan, where they suffered privations
ceive the wise counsel she was so able to and his. wife contracted tuberculosis of
·give: But we can live the r est of our lives, which she died s hortly. The Kllngmans are
knowing that in that better land she Is a great family. George A. Klingman lived
waiting to greet us, and knowing her lif e in Louisville, K en tucky, where he and ' John
·to be the great examp l e of faithfulness it l ed mo s t of th e family from Luth e r to
was, we are urged to pr ess onward to the Christ. Ge()rge went to College of the Biattainment of the goal she has possessed. ble, L ex in gto n, where he met . and married
May God help our dear broken-hearte d fa- Lula Mae Grubb s , whose father was an able
ther to travel the lonely road that is his, Bible scholar and teacher th ere:
George
an d which none of us can know until we next tool;: over worlt with Portland A venu e
are bereft of a companion. But h e trus t s miss ion in Louisville, which h ad b een fosin God in whom th ey both trusted through ter ed by Galt Miller, minister a nd eld e r at
their long· life together.' We laid her to ,the old Chestnut Street chu r ch, the congregation that split over innovations a nd gave
way to separate congr egations-Broadway
Christian, served by the Brineys, and Camp bell Street served by Azbill and Kurfees.
L ater work of the Kling·mans is lrnown to
all well informed disciples.
Fruitful be
their memories!
W. W. FREE_l'IIAN
The modern . simplicity of L. L. Sams'
Commerce, Texas
Church Furniture· lends an atmosphere of

Comfort With Simplicity
Beauty With Character

beauty and comfort. Pews, Altars, Pulpits,
Baptismal Fonts, Woo.d Carvings, Lecterns,
Rails - all designed to yo~r exact specification s.
Expert Installation
Fast Delivery
Write for Catalog
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River at LaSalle · Waco, Texas
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COM-MUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keev on hand regularly a suiJply of"
·tres·h, pure unleavened bread for communion
purvoses. Eleven wafers to the small carton and three of these cartons to the larwel<'
carton-all carefully sealed so It will keep
Indefinitely. E~ery congregation should h&VCII
on hand a good supply ·at all times. Price~
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
Firn1

Publishing House
Austin, Texas
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OUR BIBLE. Edited by Frank Pacl<. Abilene Christian College, Abil en e, Texas. pp.
192. 19"53.

On my book shelf th e r e is a volume entitled, HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE, by
Geor,ge L. Robinson. Thi s is a prized possession of mine, because given me by the
author, one of his last volumes. Th ere is
material in it not to be found anywhere
e ls e in one s ingl e volume.
.
Now Frank Pack comes ~ forth w ith o n e
comparai.Jle to it, and on its pages are to
be found m ate rials n ot fo un d anywhere
_ else in a singl e v olum e. In thi s daY. of
growing disrespec t for the word of God,
Jt is refreshing to h ave a volume lil<e this
on e ded icated to t hose six retir in g mem bers of the faculty of Abilene Christ ian
College, who. served so faithfully. Tribute
and ' honor is paid a generation that has
:preceded, and gives to the great brotherhood an insight t o
new gener ation o!
teach ers and preachers t o whom th ey bave
committed "the torch."
Su ch topics as : "The Insp ira tion of the
Scriptures," "The Formation of the Canon,"
_ "The Hebrew Bible a nd the Septuagint,"
~·The Greek New T estament," " The Ancient
V ers ion s of the· Bible," "Early Engli s h V er sions," "Th e King J a m es, the Am erica•
Standard, and Modern Speech V er s ions," a re
alt treated by a different author . JVI. Norvel
· Yom ·- 'ose s the volum e wlth th e topie,
''The
- v n
of a Thousa nd Tongues."

a
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Some of the a uthors are: Robert JVI. AlexI have corresponded w ith Brother Gate a nder who writes the introduction. L emoin e wood and he has men who speal< German
Lewis, J. D. Thomas , J. W. Roberts, Paul and a r e thoroughly acquainted with the cusSouth ern, Carl Spain, John P . Lewis all toms of their own people, a lso having been
write.
trained as gospel preachers for this wor k.
<l<fy wife will be there also t o help w ith
S.ERMONS ON THE PARABLES OF JE- the work .
SUS. By Charles JVI. Crowe. Abingdon CokeaWe appeal to ch urches in America, in the
b u ry Press, Nas hvill e, Tenn essee. pp. 186. name of our L ord, whe gave the Great Com1953. $2.50 .
miss.ion-to take this opportunity to support t h ese wo rk ers in Austria.
The parables of J es u s w e re universal in
I wi il l eave some tim e this s um mer. For
app li cat ion a nd tim eless. Here is a volume furt h er information writ e me at 104 B r oad of sermo n s ''!hich relate th e patoables to our way, Denver 9, Colorado.
generation wHh in sight and help.
Th ese
fifteen ser m ons are carefully thought out, . D uw:n-cl Boggs, Dallas, Texas, March 10:
and c l early outlined. ~'he sermon s are il - The P l easant Grove Church of Christ co n lu s tr ated ab unda ntly with illu st r atio n s from tinues to grow in numb ers and we are trylife, which adds z est a nd co lor to the ser- ing to help some to grow in spiritual
monic material. F or
those teach ing
or str eng th a lso. During F ebruary, we had fiT!'
preachin g from the parables, here is a vol- baptisms a nd fi ve to place m emb ership with
um e that will b e of real merit.
us. However, we lost tw o so we made a net
Here are a few s u g g est ive topics de- g.ain of only e igh t . Thi s puts our m emberve lop ed around the parables. For example s hip at the 200 mark. Peace a nd ha r mony
the fir st i~>: Does God Carel (parable of th e pr evail a nd a spirit to work We are now
lost sheep) . Why Go. to Clmrelt1 (po.rable of in a meeting with Morris Moore doing the
the f.our so il s) . How Can We o,·ereome E..-U1 preaching. Th e lessons so far have been fine
(p,ar a ble of the empty hous e ) .
and the aud ienc e a good s iz ed on e.
You may order either of these books fr om
the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box
Seat Them in Comfort 77 , Austin 61, Texas.
----o~--

Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

"COJIB OVER IN'l'O AUSTRIA AND
HELP US"

Dr. Paul E. Noffsinger
I am leaving th is s umm er to take g r ad uate work in advanced surgery at A!lge m e ines Kranl<enha.us in Lin z, A us t ri a . This
is an industrial city w ith ·un to ld possibilities for mission wo r k. At present th ere is
no church 0loser than Salsburg.
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TEXAS NORMAL SINGING SCHOOL
'1' .-.ting Song Leaders for t he Churches of Christ

SABINAL(

TEX~S

Only school of its kind, Founded 1946

EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION-June 7th to

1953

Faculty
Austin Taylor __________ _____________________ ___ _________________ Harmony and Composition
Holland L. Boring, Sr. ----------------------- ___________ Rudiments, Harmony, Sight Reading
Holland L. Boring, Jr. ___________________ ____ ___·______________________Voice and Rudiments
· Edgar Fun --------------------------------- ----------------------Voice & School Manager
Don Boring --------------------~------------------- - -------------------- Special Instructor
Instruction on song leadin g is given by all teachers.
Complete Cost for Instruction, Room, Meals and Medical Attention --------------------$65.00
Apartments and special arrangements for men with families who come on vacation time.
To enroll send name, age, address and phone number with $5.00 deposit.
Our halls were filled to capacity last year, more room has been secured for both boys and adults.
Hel.p us by enrolling early for 1953.
Winter office Box 293, Crystal City, Tex. -

Summer Office, Box 456, Sabinal, Texas
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W. M. DAVIS
Instrumental Music Aga.in
Over a period of years I have written numerous articles
on the subject of instrumental music ' in the worship, but I
have never written one that provoked so much reaction, as
the one of two weeks ago. I do not usually give attention to
letters I receive with reference to my articles, but in this
instance a second article seems to be called for. The writers
are evidently seeking to know the trt.Ith.
I observe one thing in all the letters-that the division
caused by instrumental music is a sin. Otherwise the writers
seem to think . it is harmless. Of course those well informed
in the Scriptures know that this is not the only argument
in the case. But suppose the division is the only thing about
it that is a sin, who are the sinners? Where does the responsibility for the division lie, with those who favor or
those who oppose the use of instruments in the worship?
Those who advocate the use of instruments in the worship
also concede that Christians can ;worship God without it.
Then w.hy have it if it causes strife and division? The
wedge that causes the division is the instrument, and the ,
ones who drive it are the sinners. So if Christians can
worship God acceptably without instrum ental music, why
drive the wedge and split the ch urch? ·
Alexander Campbell said that instrumental music in worship sounds as well as a cow bell does in an orchestra. I
have heard many complimentary remarks from denominational people of the fine singing ·on the "Herald of Truth"
program. An instrument of music in this chorus would sound
no better than a cow bell in an orchestra.
Other Reasons
T h e division that is ca used by the introduction of instrumental music ·into the worship is only one reason why
it sho uld not be used . There have been several objections to
my contention that any religious practice that has no authority in the New Testament is a sin. I am asked where
the authority is for a song leader, a pitch pipe, a song
book, a church building, and several othe~: things of a
similar natur.e.
We should learn to distinguish between things that differ.
If there has ever bee_n any division over using a song leader,
I have not heard of it. We .are commanded to sing, but
how could a group of worshippers sing, if no one had authority to start a song? And how could they sing if they had
no songs to sing? The command to sing is &ufficient authority for a song leader and a song book, because without them
there could be no singing.
But if the scng leader should insist on blowing his pitch

pipe all the way through the song, there would be objections. In that case it wou ld be somewhat comparable to the
use of instrumental music.
And then one writer says that instrumentai music was
·right under the old la~, what makes it wrong under the
new law? To this inquirer I will repeat one point in my
first article. Nothing is justified under the gospel just because it was used und er~ the law of Moses . That would permit the use of a lot of things that would be objectionable.
I think burning incense is beautiful, but it would be unscriptural. It was required under the old law, but not authorized in the New Testament. "Let us walk by the same
rule; let us mind the same things."
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

California Christians
l\lalcolm P. Hinckley
The Home of Superlatives

What do you think of the church in California? There
are undoubtedly those who see it in the light of a spiritual
utopia. I suspect that they are apt to be Californians who
have imbibed d ee ply from the fountain of the chamber of
commerce. With eq ual ease they can set forth wonders of
climate and scenry, or of the ch urch and spiritual conditions
as they are found here. If t•hey have any rivals as to being
. certain ~hat state has all the advantages, they would no
doubt be Texans!
On the other hand it is my impression that elsewhere the
average estimation of the cburc•h in California tends toward
the unfavorable. Some make continuous capital of attacking
it in scatl,}ing and denunciatory terms. Others have heard
enough such tirades as to be made either suspicious or cautious concerning it. This prevailing attitude was reflected
by the group of well meaning brethren who strongly counseled a young brother who had been converted in Europe not
to go to California. He had spent some time in one of our
·· best known colleges located in surroundings where the ·New
Testament chm,ch possessed the advantage of great numbers.
He came to California anyway. After having tasted of Christianity in both places, he has no hesitancy in saying that
what •h e found here was closer to Christ than what he had
found there. What, then, are the real facts concerning the
church in California?
Qualifications for Writing
If I may be paTdoned for making these personal references,

•
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I hope that they may demonstrate that I should be able to
look at the matter in an impartial light. Like most "true"
Califmnians, I was born elsewhere. I was reared here, and
saw the church in its early days of struggle when it was almost non-existent. From the old congregation of Sichel Street
in Los Angeles, which was very nearly the only congregation in Southern California, I have seen the church multiply
amazingly. From the days when nearly every congregation
met in the local woman's club building, I have seen the majority come into possession of their own building. I think,
then, I know something first-hand about California.
But not all my experiences have been restricted to this
area.; and that fact, I believe, lends balance to my viewpoint.
I attended one of our colleges in the deep South. I obtained
additional schooling in the South in what has sometimes ·
been called facitiously, the "New Jerusalem." From . this and
preaching experience in the same areas it will be seen that
muoh of my spiritual training was received in an environment far removed from California. Later I was to spend
some seven years preaching in the heart of the Mid-West,
once again far removed from California influence, both geogrl!-phically and spiritually. These experiences, I believe, enable me to hav.p some degree of objectivity in speaking of
things as they exist here.
An Aid to Understanding
From the different places I have gone, I have learned that
m-ogt Christians have at least some Sl!perficial characteristics
reflecting the area in which they live. No one, then, would
be well equipped to understand much about California Christians if he did net take into consideration some of t·he
things which have their influences on all Californians, including Christians.

Where Does He Come From?
Your "typical" Californian is a man who has come from
any other state than California! The influx here of Christians from any and everywhere else creates its own problems. If there are varying local characteristics and custoins
elsewhere, they are all translated here. The result, as one
might expect, sometjmes creates difficulties of understanding. To some extent this problem is being felt in larger metro. politan areas all over the nation. However, it is intensified
here bo-- the fact that due to astounding immigration, California is first among all states in growth of population.
Under these circumstances "growing pains" become a very
important reality. Anywhere such terrific growth is encountered, accompanying problems will be inevitable. Such prob. lems as adjustment and assimilation can scarcely be imagined
by those far remQfed from the scene, and they are even difficult to./ comprehend by those living in the midst of these
convulsions. Because so large a part of our population lives
in Los Angeles, or a similar big-city area, I shall speak
c:JJ.iefly of conditions as they are found here.
Lost in the Big Citt'
Mast Of those coming here who are members of the church
come from the South. In nearly every case they are coming
from an area of lesser population (small communities) to
an area vastly l-arger in population. Everyone knows, or at
least those entering soon find out, that as the po.pulation of
a city increase_s, individual friendliness decreases. The newcomer finds himself lost in the anonymity of the big city.
Back home everyone knew him, and evidences were always
at hand reminding him that others not on}y knew what he
did, but cared as well. Here, he soon discovers that "no one
knows what you do" - and 'h e may readily conclude 'that no
one cares. He wouldn't be far from right, either, if it weren't
for the ·Lord's church. Even some €1! its members may be
more typically Californians than Christians, and so share
the same selfi~h attitude that the world about manifests.
These introductory experiences alone may guarantee that the
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newly arrived ohurch member will never attend a single service of the church nor become identified with it in -any way.
Getting While the Getting's Good
•
It is helpful in understanding the California situation to
rem.e mber the kind of atmosphere created by this continuous
influx. Hosts of newcomers have been motivated by one great
influence, the "get-rich-quick" spirit. They have heard there
is money out here in California. They h_ave come after all
they can get. To an extent probably true nowhere else in
the country, everybody works. This poses its own problem in
trying to .help these people. Many is the day the preacher
piles mile upon mi'le on ·his car just trying to find anyone
at home to be able to visit. Nights are limited in number,
but even ~f all one's calling could be done then, it would
still be found difficult to make contact. Work in many factories goes on around the clock. While the husband is away
working, perhaps the wife sleeps. While he sleeps, she works.
If you. have ever tried calling under suoh circumstances, you
will know the impossibility of the situation. Those who come
to "clean up" financially are obviously not activated by the
highest motives. Many who are raking in the ready flow of
money here· were failures back home-that's why tlley had
to strike out to new territory. Obviously there are difficulties to be encountered in successfully building on a foundation of such people.
Attractions and Distractions
Few outsiders are well able to understand the overwhelming competition which is offered for the time and interests
of local residents. There are places to go, sig·hts to see, and
things to do-and good weather in which to do them. No
one is as eq.uipped to respond to this lure as your true Angeleno. Your Los Angeles t:esident has more mobility than
anyone else on earth. Not o:nly are there more automobiles
here by far · than anywhere else in the world, but they are
used! Every entertainment conceivable to tke mind of man
exists in profusion. if all this-w-ere not enough to lure the
newcomer -who is anxious to take everything in, he will be
gotten in his home. The latest invasion there is television.
Yes, this is also the television capital of the world. Everyone has one. It may be an unpainted shack on t:JJ.e wrong
side of the tracks, but it has a TV inside as the aerial on
the roof testifies. People who - aren't out burning up the
oxygen in their cars somewhere, can be found glued to these
con_traptlons. Glued is the word. They could hardly afford
to go to church, when in doing so, they'd m~ss their favorite
program. Besides, they're tired from having. slaved around
the clock all week and need a bit of relaxing at home. It's
little use trying to visit them, either. If you can find them
in, the TV is on. Do you think they'd turn it off just because a visitor has come? NOt on your life. Did you ever
try to talk to a man about his soul while the TV blares its
sound and the unceasing motion demands and gets the attention of the eye? I am willing to state from experience that
it is an impossible situation.

The atmosphere
other @Ographical
church attendance
cent of the people,

What It Adds Up To
of irreligion here surpasses. that of any
area in this· country. While in some areas
will be engaged in by as high as 80 peron the Pacific, Coast the figures _run down
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to 22 per~ent-the lowest in the nation. For a specific example of just how unconcerned the bulk are, we observe
that three out of the latest four young people baptized where
I preaoh, have parents who were not interested eno-u gh in
religion or even in their own children to come and share the
sacred moment of their baptism into the Lord-or at least
to witness it. Worse still, some have even been put out (tGl
express it mildly) with their children who have done so
much better than they.
Little Help
The problems of ministering to spiritual needs are exceedingly difficult to solve. But the very magnitude o:f these
problems makes it all the mQre imperative that everything
possible be done to meet them. When we eonsider the handicaps under which many newcomers face the local scene, it
is dishe~rtening t@ know how little is being done by some to
help them. I have been simply amazed in calling on -many
who have been members of the church and in attendance
for years to discover that it is the very first time any person from the church has ever called upon them. No elder,
no deacon, no preaeher, not one single member has visited
theni! With this kind of lack of follow-up for those who
are newly arrived, it is little wonder that hosts of them become discouraged and give up. Others, after trying, are discouraged by first attending some congregations where the
atmosphere is distinctly cool. This, coupled with absolutely
no visitation, is enough to shake the faith of s~ many.

explains some of the complex problems_ Christians here have
to deal witli. Little wonder, then, that it is not difficult to
find fault with churches here. But, brethren, there are teeming hosts of lost souls out here that desperately need saving.
Someone. must minister to their overwhelming needs. _ Not
everyone can stay in the fertile pastures.
Real Progress
In spite of every hindrance -a nd compounded obstacles, the
growth of the church in Californi<J, has been phenomenal. From
the one congregation I can remember in 1920 there have
grown scores upon scores of congregations. With continuing
influxes, it is inconceivable that the c-hurch should not continue to grow. California is destined not only to outstrip
one state after another in population-but the church here
will be keeping some kind of pace with that advancement.
The Old Story-Two Extremes
It is my personal belief that the California scene has. lent

itself to 1me creation of two radical extremes. Tlh e one is
strongly liberalistic and extremely 1oose in tendence. The
other, in the oft seen extremity of reaction, has gone to
an opposite and no less dangerous extreme. I am firmly convinced that there is a rightful balance that must be maintained. It seems to me that Brother John Allan Hudson, who
in a first-hand sort of way understands these problems, is
trying to reflect this kind of balan~e hi his new periodical
for the brotherhood, the Bible Advocate.
Since the maj·o rity of church m-embers here came from
elsewhere, it would not be unfair in placing blame, for _a
The Ne-w Dispersal
good share of it to fall on those c-hurches where the mateWe have other proJ?lems intensively peculiar to our metrorial originated. That might give pause to some who are
politan area. One of them is that of a dispersed membership.
most vocal in -their condemnation. One wonders how it is
Your non-Californ-ian would find the reali!Y in this situation
that many who were "pillars in the church" back home never
difficult to believe. Members don't live somewhere grouped
' even darken the doors of a ohurch here the first time, or
around t·he church building. Not even remotely. Perhaps we
else swiftly slip away. Surely something fundamental and
can use the Huntington Park church wlJ_ere I preach as an
vital was 'lacking in their faith even while they were still at
example.
home. Put to anything like a real test, it at once failed. But
If you can find the latest population figures for Huntingfixing blame is not a c-o nstructive goal.
ton Park, you would take it to be a place of about 30,000
We need men who have strength in Christian living and
inhabitants. So it is, in _a book-but in all save technicality _
the capability of teaching members how to overcome the tidal
it is a tiny -par-t of a huge sprawling city of t\Vo or three
:wave of worldliness that strives to engulf us. A liberalistic
million. There are easily more "Los Angeles" congregations
of the ever clianging tide. It can therefor~' offer nothing
outside Los Angeles than in it. In our own case, by a-ctual
fundamental
or divine to which one may anchor his soul.
count, our members are from 15 different towns as indicated
Neither will the type of preachin_g which has little e<mtent
by their post effice addres_ses. At least 50 percent of our
but negation and stressing of theoretical doctrinal concepts
membership does not even live in Huntington Park. I can
help in this situation. Sound doctrine is indispensable, but
assure you this congregation is no different from others of
if it is not accompanied by equally as heavy an emphasis on
this area i~ that respect.
what
a person does with his life twenty-four hours a day .
So imbued is our Californian with driving that car of his,
in the complex affairs of this great turbulent tide of life,
that he literally thinks nothing of passing_by one congregation
the soul will be lost. Salvation is not promised to those who
after anothli!r closer to where he lives, to attend elsewherehave the right doctrine~but to those who use it.
if he- goes to cihurch at all. I have never seen anything like
it elsewhere, chiefly because nothing approximating it cou-l d
exist elsewhere. This scattering of membership poses almost
insoluable problems. Obviously it is almost impossible to
READY FOR MAILING •
create within a congregation a r-eal feeling of "being at home"
since everyone's home is somewhere else. And they ax:e too,
except when they're in a church service. Used to driving
This new book must be seen to be fully appreciated. Enry chapphenomenal distances - to work or play, the same hab!-t carter is filled with the richest gems of thought on spiritual thiRtS.
ries over even to church going. What handicaps this impose.s
It is a veritable treasure house of inspirational matter on th_e great
on church work you can well imagine.
themes_ of the Bible. Every subject considered · is presented ia

"THINGS TO C0 NSIDER"

It Isn't Easy
· These are just some of the impossible situations with whioh
we have to contend. Simple observation will demonstrate
that one "big" back East preacher .- after another has had
his try at worki·ng' he~e and just can't take it. He may have
a greater reputation back home and ·have had far above
average success- but after a bit out here he throws up his
hand in resignation and heads for -greener pastures--down
south.
Such a heaping up of combined circumstances at least

simplicity, clearness and power. One is impressed that L0V£ for
lost souls is the controlling purpose of the writer. The approub
on all the great subjects consider_ed is one of kindne55, symf)Ofhy
and a de~ire to help.
#
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The Church in India
H . I. Taylor
Through the kindness of the College church in Abilene,
Brother Prenshon Kharlukhi from Assam, India, is in the
United States. He spok e at the Abilene Lectures and is now
speaking in diff eren t parts of the United States before returning to India in April. During the past fortnight he has
been in Austin and vicinity speaking at various places. He
is then to go to Kansas and T ennessee before he leaves
this country.
He tells the story of how his people broke the shackles of
Presbyterianism without any help from any so urce except
the Bible and not knowing whether there was anyone else
in the world who followed th e un co rrupted New Testament
faith. One by one. they laid aside the peculiar doctrines of
Presbyterianism and picked up the pure doctrine of Jesus
·Christ. They are now identical with us. It is one of the most
inspirational stories one has ever h eard outside the Bible.
About two years ago, Digressive preachers (Christian
Church) came into their midst and by fair and smooth words
captured seven of the twelve co ngregations of New Testament Christians. They even took the building and forced
the fai thful into the streets . They now meet in the open
and fr cm house to· house. Brethren, th at is a very familiar
story. lt happened to us here. It is a tragedy. They are not
complaining nor even asking for help. They are preaching
Hie ; gospel · without outside help. However, full-time natives
woul d accomplish even m ore in this great work. We have
been' told that fo r $4 ,0 00 they can purchase land and erect
a building to fit their needs. Why can't all of us respond
·and enable our brethr'en to meet this need? They are poor in
this world's goods but exceedin gly rich in faith. If you care
to help, send your contrib utions to the College Churoh of
ChTist, Abilene, Texas. Or, you may send to the church in
India. Send it to the ch ur ch of Christ, c; o Prenshon Kharlukhi,-Mawlai , Sh illong,-Assflm, India. Brethren E . W. McMillan and Charles Tinius have personally visited Assam
and know this to be tr ue. There have been other reports
in connection w ith this work in th e papers. Howevel', just
now the suggestion ifl being made that we help our brethren,
there to Requ ire the property and build a meeting house.
Also, if you would like to have a part }n defraying his traveling expenses you send that to the College church .
Austin, Texas .

"He Is A Troublemaker"
F . L . Paisley
l'hese are not my words about anybody, especially about
a gospel preacher, one of a class of m en who often have
unjust things said of them . A good frie::J.d of mine-both of
us being good friends of the subject-made the above statement to me of a third man who is an excellent gospel preach.er, as is the one making the remark. There was no spirit
of gossip on the part of either of , us, but I had given a very
high estimate of the other man's ability, when my quoted
heading was uttered.
This little article is my present contribution in an effort
to diminish to · some degree tlle a ll too-wid e tendency to
smear another's work and good name, if he has been so
unfortun ate as to have ch urch trouble at some place, regardless of th e sou r ce and underlying causes of that trouble.
So to injure another's work might border on what the Lord
forbad!:) in Old Testament times-"justify the gu ilty and
condemn the just." In P1·ov . 17:15 it is said that such is
an "abomination to the Lord."
All who have mad e wide observations, especially all preac·hers, know that church disturbances can get so complicated,

Tuesday, March 24, 1953

and reports of them so twisted, that what seems to be an
honest, and even an acc ur ate report turns out to be wholly
unreliable and incorrect. The office of the eldership is too
holy to be unjustly charged and blamed, but this does not
mean that all elders , and some who ass ume eldership authority where no elders are recognized, never give a preacher
. any such worries as _later blight his name.
Likewise, the work of a preacher is too sacred a calling
to be misrepresented . bY the loose t?-inker and talker. 'l1here
are preachers who should. be plowing corn instead of (dis)
gracing the pulpit, but this does not justify our supposing
that any preacher who has had trouble is necessarily a disturber of peace in the church. The one who is quoted in my
heading has had serio us grief. He, as another preacher I
could name, has "wept amid the fires of pain" over things
and conditions he could not control at all . He should remember those griefs, and that another might have suffered
as unjustly to whom he applies the stigmatizing heading of
this article. Let us do unto others as we would have th.em
do to us.
When h e made the statement to me as quoted, I said, "I
happen to have known the man with whom he had such a
serious difference, and that he would give any preacher grief.
I know :good men w h o suffered his opposition." Then my informant changed his statement to, "I' ll say that he was a
troublemaker." B\Lt so long as the reference is made to the
same occasion of disturb ance, it is unjust unless the true ·happenings were known. I r emarked that the accused preacher
had admitted to me that he , under th e strain, had said some
things he regretted in his r eproof of the situation. This is
not too abnormal to be forgiven. Then the critic adm itted
the fact .
Sober thinking will assure us that a preacher has more
personal interests at stake to demand that he cause no
trouble t·ban has any other member of the congregation, elder or others. He has the same Lord to whom he must account
for being wrong . He will usually lose more friends locally,
and suffer much more in distant places. He suffers financia lly , while the man who remains prospers. The ·preacher's
work is blighted, while the elder continues without hindrance.
In· every way, whether guilty or innocent, the preacher has
much more to suffer and lose in a church- disturbance than
any other person. Unless I know the facts, I do not say
of any gospel preacher that "he is a troublemaker ."
"By thy words tho u shalt be justified and by thy wo rds
thou shalt be condemned," the Lord said.
Preach,ers : L~t's n ot berate the "eldership" just because
some are not what th ey should be. Elders: Let us not force
trouble upon a preacher, and accuse him, just because some
preachers have disturbed some chur ches.
t

FINE BffiLES
The i\ rnct•ican Sta.nd:ou·d Revised Translation "'o f the Bible
of 19{)1 Still stands at the top in the estimation of most people as a. faithf!tl tt·anslation into the English language. All
of the Bibles below are in the American Standard Revised
Version anrl they are aU of the highest quality in )ninting,
manufactur~ng and binding:
No. 2254.,"(, Black Face type, Pronotmcing, Bible
Dictionary, References, Concordance, India
Paper ____ --- - --- ------------------------$18.00
No. 5 6 '76X, Black Face type, Pronouncing,
Concordance, India Paper ------------------ · 17.50
No. 567SX, Combined Concordance, Zipper ____ ___ 19.00
No. ll'54X, References, Maps, no oth€r helps,
light., specially d esired by preachers --------- 14.50
All these Bibles are of the highest quality of manufacture
and the highest prices in the series. They are aU in stock
at the Firm Foundation office and will be mailed immediately
upon your order. These are the lines most commonly called
for by our leading preachers and Bible teachers.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISffi'N G HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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One Like
___,__Moses
Homer Putnam Reeves
"God made his grave , to men unknown
.. and laid the
ages seer alone to slumber while the world grows old."
The Promise
Moses declared, "Jehovah- thy God will raise up unto thee
a prop·het from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto
me; unto him ye shall h earken . . . and I will put my words
in his mouth, and he shalr speak u nto them all that I shall
command him . And it shall come to pass, that whosoev-er will
not hearken unto my words which he sh a ll speak in my name,
I will require it of him" (Deut. 18:1 5, 18, 19).
Consider these facts: Moses was the pr_esent prophet; another prophet (future) wo uld be raised up; he would be of
"thy brethren," (Jewish) and like unto Moses. The message
of the new prophet would be heaven's message; condemn-ation would rest upon t•hose who refu sed to h eed the . new
prophet's message.
Christ, the New Prophet
Jesus Christ is the new prophet, of Jewish lineage, like
unto Moses . His message is heaven's message. The tra nscendant glory of the voice of Christ was proclaimed by the
authoritative voice of Mo~e s. "I will put my words in his
mouth" refers to the most excellent message of grace. "God,
having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets
... hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son"
(Heb. 1:1, 2).
The superlative excellence of th e n ew prophet is seen in
the transfiguration. Moses, Elijah, and Christ appeared in a
glorified state. Peter suggested that three tab ernacles be
constructed. Moses and Elijah were removed from the scene
and the voice of heaven declared, "This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him" (Matt. 17: 1-5).
T1he superiority of Christ over Moses is graphically presented by Paul. "For he (Christ) hath been counted worthy
of more g lory than Moses, by so much as he that buil t the
house hath more honor t·h an the house" (He b. 3 : 3).
Of Jewish Lineage
Both Christ and Moses were Jews. They possessed a com·mon father in the person of Jacob. Moses sprang from the
tribe of Levi; Christ was of Judah.
Babyhood
In infancy, the lives of both Moses and Christ were
threatened. Extraordinary efforts were made to preserve Moses
from the general destruction of the male children of Israel.
The paren ts of Christ found sanctuary in Egypt to escape
the slaughter of the innocents ordered by Herod.
Leadership
Christ is, like Moses, the leader of the people of. God.
1\oloses led physical Israel; Jesus leads spiritual Israel.
Moses was a great general. He delivered the Jews from
the most powerful nation on earth; he maintained . them,
by God's providence, amid the perils of the desert for forty
· years. Christ is like Moses in that he too is a general-the
captain . of the Christian army (Heb. 2:10).
Whereas Moses delivered the Jews from Egyptian bondage,
Ohrist de livers from the bondage of sin (Rom. 6: 17, 18).
Whereas Moses led the Jews to be baptized in the waters
of the Red Sea, Christ leads men and women, with believing,
penitential hearts, to be baptized into the name of the Father and Son and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19, 20).
Whereas the Jews were saved, having passed through the
baptismal waters, under Moses' leadership, people who now
pass through the baptismal waters, by the authority of Christ,
are saved (1 Cor. 10:1, 2;-Mark 16:15, 16).
Lawgivers
Both Moses and Christ were lawgivers. Both presented
God's law to the people. Moses received the law of' Jehovah
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(ten commandments) from Mt . • Sinai; Christ presented his
new law as the gospel of grace. Paul presents a beautiful
allegory, contrasting the two laws: the law of Moses was
like Hagar, the bondwoman; the law of Christ is like Sara·h,
the free woman (Gal. 4: 21f).
John says, "The law was given by Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ" (John 1:17) .
Church Builders
Both Moses and - christ built churches. Moses built the
tab ernac le, called the "church in the- wilderness" (Acts 7;
38) . Jesus declared, "Upon this rock (Peter's confession) I
will build my church" (Matt. 16:18).
God gave Moses a pattern for the tabernade when he was
in Mount Sinai. There he received the ten commandment
covenant.
The ch urch of Moses was supported by the ten commandments. The church of Christ is supported by the law of
Christ (1 Tim. 3:15). The law of Moses is defunct. It was
blotted out (Col. 2 : 14; Heb. 8:13) . Accordin-gly Moses'
church is extinct. Christ's law r emains and Christ's church.

.

R.eward
Moses could hold out no greater inducement to the Jews
than the land that "flowed with milk and honey"-the land
of Canaan.
Christ offers an eternal habitation-a house not made
with ·hands., in the heavenly Canaan (John 14:1-3).
THE OAI\'IP MEETING AT NOLAJI'I'VILLE
F. L. Paisley
Each year, for many years past, the church at Nolanville,
Texas, has conducted a ten-day meeting at the Nolanville
camp grounds. Many preachei"s and singers .have had part
in the work, and many Christians have come from far and
near to camp and attend the meeting. Great feasts of good
things are always enjoyed.
The meeting always begins Friday night before the f irst
Lord's day in August, and ·runs over two Lord's days. This
means that the 1953 meeting will begin July 31 and close
August 9. There are always several services a day, including
some classes in · singing and in B-i.ble.
" Brother Max R. Crumley , of Central church in Temple,
Texas , has l'leen chosen for the preaching this year. Brother
Palmer Wheeler is to direct the· singing again and teach
classes in song. Children singing is a great feature in these
drills. This writer 'h as been asked to do some Bible class
work, and possibly be a general lacky boy for the meeting.
He doubts his being big enough for this sort of work, but
, will do his best.
'
. If my word is worth anything in evaluating preaching, let
me assure the public which plans to come that the preaching will be the v ery best in every way. Brother Crumley
loves the church and the gospel, and is neither afraid nor
ashamed to proclaim the full truth on any Bible theme.
Brother Wheeler has been at Nolanville and many other
places and needs no commendation from me to those who
plan to come.
We shall anticipate a good meeting and the' usual fine
fellowship.
SONG BOOKS
Many of our readers desire the muslin or paper-lined cloth
editions of our two popular song books. We have just bound
a large edition of each of them in this binding:
New Wonderful Songs, muslin binding, in any quantity,
per copy ------------------- - ----- - -~ ----- 65c
New Ideal Hymn Book, muslin binding,
in any quantity, per copy ------ ·- ---------~- 65c
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISffiNG HOUSE
Box 77, Austill 61, Texas
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Studies In Galatians (No. 6)
R.C.Bell

In .Galatians 2:19-21, Paul glides out of his persqnal rebuke of Peter into a compressed" exposition of the fundamentals of Christianity. If these verses, as some think, were
not spoken to Peter, nonetheless they explain why Paul was
so much ·c oncerned about Peter's <:easing to associate with
Gentile brethren. They show why he thought Peter's deflection under the circumstances forfeited constitutional
principles of Christianity and perverted the gospel even unto
changing its very heart and pulse beat. This scripture focuses
Paul's interpretation of-christianity and furnishes the key
to his teaching and life.
•
Dead to the Law
God's written law through Moses was "hoiy . . . righteous . . . good . . . spiritual'' (Rom. 7': 12-14), but it was
addressed to the flesh, not to the spirit of men. It served its
purpose in God's unfolding economy for fifteen centuries,
until men were ready for a religion addressed to the spirit.
To the obedient, this law promised. life; to those who broke
it, ~eath. Inasmuch as every Jew without exception broke
it, it became to Jews "the ministration of death ." Simultaneously, Gentiles without exception, and with the same
fatal result, broke God's unwritten moral law. Consequently,
Paul's unqualified statement: "By the works of law shall
no flesh be justified." Justification by law, good works,
character, and merit is utterly impossible. Under the reign
of law, through no default of law however, both Judaism
and Heathenism failed to justify, and universal condemnation hung over men. Could they justify men, the grace of
God and the c-r oss of Christ would be useless (See Gal. 2.:21).
The gracious Father of man,kind , knowing that his human children would no t render the perfect obedience that
legal justification requires, never intended the covenant . of
law to be final. Rather, he was giving men an opportunity
to learn by their- unvarying failure in obedience that under
law they were hopeless, doomed sinners. In this manner, men
might be led in despair to abandon God's provisional, educative system of law for his perfected system of grace when
it became accessible to them.
"I, through the law, died unto the law, that I might live
1,1nto God ," says Paul. He had to give up all hope of being
justified by law before he could be justified by grace. The
covenant of law and · the covenant of grace, therefore, cannot run concurrently. God cannot save sinner s until they
cease trying to save themselves by law and their own merit.
There is no need of a man's thinking he can live unto God
before he is dead to law as a means of salvation. He must,
so to speak, attend his own funer al, "for the old man was
crucified with him." A clean break must be made with legality and self-righteousness. The two systems are so different that either annuls the other. Tl1e law demands unattainable righteousness while the gospel bestow's righteousness upon all who will take it. Though Peter did not realize
it, to use legal rites as if they were needed to supply deficiencies of the gospel is to go back to law and self-effort,
w hich inevitably means death. This is to fall "away from
grace" and stab Christianity through its heart. That Paul
saw the subtle poison of Judaism arid the danger to the
whole structure of Christianity accounts for his rebuking
Peter and writing this warning l etter to Galatia. The two
systems simply will no t mix. "They s_!!all not cleave . . .
even as iron doth not mingle with clay."
What does Paul's saying, that he "through the law died
to the law," mean? He was a breaker of law, subject to God's
inexorable decree, "The wages of sin is death." But in amazing grace, Christ took his place as condemned sinner to die
for him. Paul felt most poignantly that his sins nailed Christ
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to the cross and that he himself, not Christ, should have died
there. Hence, he means that because God's judgment against
his sins was executed upon Christ, he himself died, representatively, on the cross with Christ. Law could not execute
him again. (See John 5:24).
Note th'at not law, but Paul, died. When at Damascus he
realized how inhuman, steely, and bloody his years of devotion to the law had left him, he, despairing of ever getting any good from it, fled to the gracious "Jesus of Nazareth," who was unbelievably kind and ready to forgive and
forget his terrible past. The law still speaks as sternly and
fatally to men in the flesh as ever, ·only men who forsake
law as thE! means of salvation (die to it), thus making it
·, possible for them gratefully to accept Christ's vicarious death
in lieu of their own, deserved death, can ever escape God's
eternal death penalty for breakers of his law.
Alive Unte God
In further eXJllaining the practical workings of Christianity, · Paul writes: "It is no longer I (the old man bor-n of
the flesh) that lives, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I (the new man born of t)?.e Spirit) now live in the
flesh (bodily fra:me) I rive in faith, the faith which is in
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me"
( 2:20). Later, from his Roman prison, Paul distilled this
into, "For me to live is Christ" (Phil. 1:20).
"'
With respect to his flesh and the world, Paul was born
into Christ crucified; with respect to his spirit, he lived a
risen, Christ-absorbed life. Before he became a Christian, religion was to Paul a grim, hopeless struggle to please God
and improve himself by living up to God's moral code. 1Jpon
becoming a Christian he exchanged this ineffectual striving
to toe a legal chalk line for a grateful, joyous response of
his whole personality to the indwelling Christ, and found
"a well of water springing up unto eternal life." Instead
of Christ being a dead man that belonged to the past, he
was a living, personal companion, living .a nd working in him.
Christf!lnity was to Paul a beautiful, warm, fragrant friendship--a personal experience ("Operation Experience"), "a
divine-human encounter," whereas his religion had been impersonal and traditional.· Al'l this sent Paul over land and
sea attending to Christ's business as other men were attending to their own _business. He lost his life to find it. A Christian is dead to law, sin, flesh, world, and alive to God, to
the measure that he really desires to be, but no more. There
can be no outer compulsion and no inner reluctance; all must
be personal and spontaneous. "Christ in you, the hope of
glory" (' Col. 1: 2 7).

STUDIES IN EPHESIANS
A New Book, Just From The Press
By R. C. BELL
A Series of Twenty Essays on The Letter of
Paul The Apostle, to The Church at Ephesus.
Carefu1ly Prepared and Written By A Great
Bible Teacher And as A Result of Many Years
of Teaching This Epistle in Classes of Young
People, Many of Whom Became Preachers of
The Gospel.
Neatly bound in h.eavy embossed blue paper covers. If you have a class in Ephesians you will find
this a very fine class book.

Price: 50 Cents
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post Office Box 77

Austin 61, Texas
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M. Norvel Young
What Does the Bible Sayl
Search the Scriptures Daily

In our study of Acts of the Apostles we have come. to the
seventeenth chapter where Paul left Thessalonica and came
to Berrea, another Grecian city near-by. Luke, the writer
ot Acts, pays a wonderful compliment to these Berreans. He
writes: "These were more noble than those in Thessalonica,
in that they reeeived the word with all readiness of mind,
!lnd searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were
iO" (Aets 17:11).
How wonderful it would be if the citizens of every community in our land, and in the entire world, would search the
Scriptures daily! What a marvelous safeguard it w•uld be
against error and all false teaching if every -man would check
the things he reads and the messages he hears by the word
of God to see "whether those things were so."
I am ~ankful to GOO that more Bibles are being published
today than evet• before. (ffivernor Adlai Stevenson said: "Religious· faith remains, in my opinion, our greatest national
res~)Urce." President Eisenhower said: "If each of us in his
own mind would dwell more upon the simple virtues-integrity, courage, s.e lf-confldence, an unshakable belief in the
B~ble-would not some of eur problems tend to simplify
themselves?" ·
More men of science, more educators, more statesmen are
calling our attention to faith in God Ad the values of ChrisJ ianity than ever before in modern times. Why not determine
to learn more about the Book of books. Here is how you can
read it through in a year.
Read three chapters each day and five chapters each Sunday. This will carry you through both the Old and New
Testaments in a year. If you are not very familiar with the
· Bible let me suggest that you begin in the New Testament
with the book o-f Matthew. The New Testa~e:Q.t is the Old
Testament revealed. After you read it you are better pre-par~ to understand the Old. Underline those passages that
are most meaningful to you ·and re-read them from time to
time. The Old Testament tells of God's creation of the
world, and his dealings with men in past dispensations. Today we are under Christ, and not under the old law of Moses.
We study the Old to profit by its principles and examples, but
we read the New to know what we are to do to be saved,
and to live the Christian life.
If you will do this you will be richly rewarded by the
Lord. If you decide to follow this plan please drop us a
postcard · and we will enroll you with other daily Bible
readers. From month to month ·we will send you material
which will help you understand the Bible. We will send you
a 38-page pamphlet, "Understanding the · Bible." Do your
better self this favor. Expose your soul to God's -holy word
~ch day during 195;!!
THE PROPER USE OF MONEY

B. C. Goodpasture

All resources should be obtained honestly. Those who have
come into the possession of money dishonestly sooner or later
will pay for their dishonesty. Judas betrayed his Lord for
thirty pieces of money, but his heart was so tortured with
the fires of remorse that he returned the price of his treachery, with the awful confession, "I ·have betrayed innocent
blood." The rich men of James 5 had filled their coffers
from the toil of their underpaid, or unpaid laborers, and the
consequence of their crimes were upon them. But it is not
enough to obtain money in the right manner.

'I'he rich men about whom and to whom Jesus spoke, so
far as the record indicates, came into possession of their
weafth by no fraudulent means. The rich young ruler is
not charged with dishonesty. The rich farmer of Luke 12
ami the rich man of Luke 16 are above reproach so far as
the manner ef obtaining t·heir wealth is concerned. Whetb:er _
they inherited it, ~arried it, or by toil ' and industry made it,
we do not know. The manner of their obtaining their money
is not the point under consideration. It is not enough to obtain m~ney honestly. Having obtained resources rightly, there
is the obligation to use them properly.
.
The three rich men in question made their grave mistake
-not in the manner they obtained their wealth-but in the
way they used it. There are three factors which contribute
to the making of money. The person who immediately possesses the wealth <;ontributes his part. Society contributes
its part. ~ man, with no contact with society, is incapable
of making money in the usual sense of the term. And, in
the third place, God contributes his part. Now, if all three
parties are involved in the making of money, should they
not all be considered in the use and distribution of· it? Here
is where the rioh men in question failed. One said that he
would pull down his barns and build greater; and there bestow all his grain and . goods and say to his soul that it had
much goods laid up for rrttlny days. In his plan, neither ·society nor God was considered .' Another was clothed in purole
and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. He was
not interested in his fellowman or God in the use of his resources. Seemingly, the humble desire of Lazarus to be fed
of the crumbs of t!lis rich man's table was not granted. It
was nothing to him if Lazarus, sore-covered and dog-licked,
died of hunger and exposure at his gate. And for ~od and
his cause he had no thought nor gift. An-d the rich young
ruler kept, for a brief time, his wealth while the cry of the
needy was unheard and the voice of the Lord was disobeyed.
Significant it is that all these made their fatal mistake in
their use of their money. What a lesson for us-what a
warning to us! Brother, what are you doing to help the
poor and preach the gospel? Will the Lord be pleased with
the use YOU; are making of his blessings?
Note: This article is one of 11 articles on the subject of
God, Man, and Money which will appear in a special issue
of the 20th Century Christian on this theme April 1, 1963.
Churches will find this 3 8-page pamphlet on the theme of
Stewardship valuable for teaching members their duty in
giving and in earning and spending money . . Some churches
.Plan on using them in bundles so that each family can have
a copy. Copies can be ordered through the Firm Foundation
at 10 cents each.
Commentary on the Entire Bi·b le
by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown ------------Commentary on Hebrews by Milligan -------------Fourfold Gospel by McGarvey-Pendleton - ---------The One-Volume Bible Commentary, covering the
entire Bible by J. R. Dummelow ----- --------Commentary on Romans by Moses E. Lard ---------Commentary on First Corinthians
by Lipscomb-Shepherd -------- ---------------------Campbell-Owen Debate on Infidelity --------------Memoirs of Alexander Campbell ------------------Sermon Outlines, W. A. Schultz ---------- -------Campbei'l-Purcell Debate on Catholicism ~----------History of the Christian Church, Geo-. Parker Fisher
Why I Left, Thomas L. Campbell ----------- - ----Box 77
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EDITORIAL

GOING TO SCOTLAND-THEY ARE WORTHY
It is very peculiarly interesting that so many brethren are going abroad,· and in so many different
places, and supported by so many congregations of
Christians, preaching the gospel of Christ. Four
hundred years ago, missionaries came from Europe
to tell the savages of North America of the Bible
and of salvation t hrough Christ. This wave of people
impelled by religious zeal flowed unceasingly westward
culminating in the unparalleled movement in the 19th
century for the complete restoration of the Ne.w Testament order of things both in the matter of preaching the gospel after the manner of the early Christians, but as well for the faith and practice of those
who were led to C1wist through obedience to the gospel. That was a wonderful period in the history of
the church and in the history of the' world.
And now the trend has been reversed; thousands
of zealous teachers of the Bibl.e are making their
way, not west but east, to the Near East and the
Far East-to Europe, Asia and Africa and to many
of the islands of the sea as evangels of mercy, hope
and life in the preaching of the gospel to the lost, but
to great groups of peoples as well, who having once
known the truth that saves have turned aside from
the "sound doctrine" that Paul preached to the rudiments of the world and not after Christ-to "Higher
Criticism," "Modernism," and the manifold speculations in human philosophy and unbelief. The thoughtful consideration of some of our brethren, specially
those who know our worthy br@ther Clyde P. F'indlay,
is requested to the following report:

Gospel preaching in virgin territory is more fruitful in numbers and more thrilling than in burnedover areas but there is often a pressing need for encouragement, restoration and rebuilding in the latter
type of fields. Scotland, with almost 600 members in
about 20 loyal churches needs gospel preachers. Two
full-time preachers are carrying this load. Brother
David Allan and I have promised to assist these churches this summer. They are worthy brethren. Scotland's
staunch defenders of the faith have prove1;1 their
worthiness. They welcome our help. We feel compelled to help.
But here is the problem: We are willing to make
personal sacrifices but will need additional help. Although we are under the direction of the congregations where we minister, these churches are not fully
supporting us. Only ten weeks remain until we leave.
We are far short of our needs. Churches and individuals caring to have a part in this work need not
send their entire s1:1pport at once. Monthly support
will be needed during June, July and August. During April and May we can apply monthly payments
to our travel fund.
Our evangelistic and financial programs are separate. Brother David Allan, long familiar with this
fteld plans to preach in northern Scotland and his sup-
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port should be sent to him in care of Austin Avenue
church of Christ, Brownwood, Texas. My work is to
be confined to the small churches around Glasgow and
Edinburgh which are threatened by. continued digression in the country. Tracts will have to be provided,
especially be'a ring on those problems that are now
disturbing over there. My support should be sent to
Dick Mawby, Treasurer, 304 Pierce Street, Houston,
Texas.
It may be that Brother Allan and I can visit congregations where invited and speak on the needs of
this great field. We would welcome such invitations.
- CLYDE P. FINDLAY, 304 Pierce Street, Houston,
Texas.

SOME CHURCH BUDGETS FOR 1953
Mont Whitson
The. following table of statistics furnishes some very
encouraging information concerning the liberality of
Christians throughout the nation. The kingdom is
spreading and , the New Testament example of giving
is becoming more and more a reality among the
churches of Christ. The churches listed _below have
been selected from information at our disposal, thus
some equally good examples, no doubt, have been '
omitted. (The writer is more familiar with Texas
churches, and that explains the predominance of listings from that state) . Possibly hundreds of other
churches could have been included; however, those '
listed should be representative of liberality in the
brotherhood.
(Approx.)
Church
Budget Members
800
Central-Cleburne, Tex. ----------$50,000
Central-Houston, Tex. __________ 98,780
1175
Church of Christ-Hereford, Tex. __ 22,931
350
Church of Christ-Wyandotte, Mich. 18,000
130
College Avenue-Lubbock, Tex. ____ 52,000
400
Eastside-Lubbock, Tex. ________ __ 26,000
325
Hillsboro- Nashville, Tenn. _______ 100,000
800
Harris & Irving-San Angelo, Tex. 47,000
850
Lamar Avenue-Paris, Tex. _______ 27,000
530
.Pioneer Park-Lubbock, Tex. ______ 35,000
400'
Preston Road-Dallas, Tex. _____ ..:._ 78,000
466
Skillman Avenue-Dallas, Tex. __ __ 130,000
1000
1000
Tenth & Broad-Wichita Falls, Tex. 67,000
20th & East Birch-Colored,
Lubbock, Tex. ______ ..:________ 5,720
75
Union Avenue...:.....Memphis, Tenn. ___ 78,000
1000
Broadway-Lubbock, Tex. ________ 200,200
1500
A good number of these churches are spending 30
to 40 percent in mission work and . at least two are
spending fifty percent or more in the mission field.
None of these congregations is averaging less than
$1.00 per Sunday per member; a third is averaging
over two dollars; and one congregation is averaging
more than three dollars per member.
These churches should serve as examples of lib~
erality just as the Thessalonican church, because of
its work, faith, love and patience, became "ens·amples
to all that believed in Macedonia and Archaia." It is
probable that the congregations mentioned have only
touched the hem of the garment; notwithstanding,
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their continued growth in liberality during the past
few years is very refreshing, and is a manifestation
of what can be done when Christians are united together in a "work of faith, and a labor of love, and

patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ." The restoration of New Testament Christianity will not be complete until Christians give according to the pattern
laid down in the gospel of Christ.

0 Happy Day

Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia

Georgia Carver
"0 sel ' iger Tag! 0 happy day" is still sounding in my
ears and indeed it is a day with a happy ending.
This morning seemed no different in the beginning than
any other Monday-the day after Sunday, few personnel in
an~ out of Gemeinde Christi, no school, late breakfast, few
phone calls, the postman w ith a few more letters than usu al,
three or four passing the time in the office. When Brother.
Gatewood came in he was immediately drawn aside by -Helen.
"I want to be baptized tonight," she said in her quiet,
sweet voice.
I, ·and possibly others, overheard this but their conversation was uninterrupted until Brother Gatewood announced
it to the room. No one spoke. Perhaps all felt as I, they
couldn't for joy in their hearts.
You see, Helen Neuber had been at the Bemeinde Christi
since th e beginning of the fall term of school in October and
here it was the last week of the term in February and she
had not yet become a Christian. Of course, everything had
been said that could be except deliberately asking her to
render obedience. Everyone was so anxious.
"Do you know Chaplain Fisher?" she asked me later.
"No, I don't. Who is he?" I asked.
"Oh, he's the Army Chaplain at Wiesbaden. He was the
one who suggested that I come to this school."
Seven-thirty cam.'e and we assembled for the usual Monday night prayer meeting. The singing was excellent with
Brother Hugh Mingle calling particular attention to the
thoughts in some of our best-loved songs. Our study was
taken from Matthew 13, reviewing the parable of the Sower
and taking up the parable of Tares and the Wheat. Brother
Gatewood gave excellent explanations on both with Chaplain
, Fisher adding to the discussion. At closing, the guests and
newcomers were introduced and the announcement made
that both Helen and her sister, Valdi, were to be baptized.
Valdi had visited quite often but I doubt if anyone thought
of her making the ·confession. We then went to the auditorium for the baptism. Another young girl, whose name is
Ursula was the third person to be baptized.
A short se·rvic e of song, prayet:, scripture r eading, and discourse was given. At the end of the talk , a compari~on of the
conversion of the eunuch and that of Ursula who had a little
more than 24 hours earlier entered a church of Christ building for the first time in her _life. She heard one sermon,
saw the Lord's Supper served, and attended one Bible study.
It all came about by the church opening its doors• to bypassers to and from the "Messe" (fair grounds). Sunday
afternoon Ursula visited the fair and on her way home she
noticed the church building. As it was open to visitors, she
came in to look around. Her interest was keen and Brother
Gatewood invited her back to the evening service. J3rother
Don Finto spoke on, "Be Prepared to Stand before God." A
timely subject indeed for her and she was impressed with
its simplicity. She was invited to attend a s tudent social after
, the evening service at the Gatewoods , which she thoroughly
enjoyed.
She resolved that :p.ight that she wanted to become one of
us and further study with Klaus and Analiese Monday
strengthened her resolution. Obedience of the three . was completed with Brother Gatewood baptizing. So three babes
in Christ went on their way rejoicing and angels and men •
were made happy.
Frankfurt, Germany.

"The Gospel Wagon," the name given to our new Willys
station wagon, has certainly won the admiration of all the
workers, both black and white, in the Lusaka area . Its
name comes from the fact that it takes the gospel to some~
body every day of the week, always once, often twice and
sometimes three fimes in a day. We have five meetings per
week at the Cement Compound, Chilanga, four a week· at
Chilenje, Lusaka, one at week at the Game and Tse-tse Control Compound, Chil?-nga, and one at Kapopo Village. Two of ·
these are by my wife and the r est by myself and my interpreter. Then Brother and Sister Frank Murphy have at least
seven a week in Chilenje and som e of the schools in Lusaka.
'f·hese efforts through February have resulted in thirteen
baptisms for the month. One each at Chilenje and Kapopo
and eleven at Chilanga. The n ew work in Chilanga has made
definite growth both in numbers and in the strength of the
new members. At least three of the 11 baptisms have been
the results of the efforts of the n ew members, none of them
over two months old. They have taught them enough while
at work to get them interested and have broug·ht them to
the meetings where they almost immediately made their confessions and were baptized. Two of the most recent additions
have been from the Catholics.
We are also feeling the pressure of denominational opposition. The Jehovah 's Witnesses ;have re-doubled their efforts to keep their mem'bers away from Chilanga. One day
they decided to try a different method, so 12 to 15 of their
men came to our meeting to try to out talk us and to break
up our work, but theirs was a dismal failure in this ruse.
The Catholics have opened a school at Kapopo and placed
· a t eac·her there to work against us. One day early in the
month, I failed to go to the village because of heavy rain
and this teacher ordered the Christians not to meet any
more. The Chief of the village had given us j;lermiss.ion to
meet at a place just outside the village. We were meeting
there and not bothering anybody when this teacher came
and ordered these Christians not to meet any more, threatening them. When I returned the following Sunday, the brethren were upset and were planning to meet at one of the
homes, but I told them to return to their regular place of
wors·h ip. I went to the village for an interview with the
Chief and made him stand good on his permission for the
use of this place for worship. I also had this teacher to understand that he was not to molest them any more under the
penalty of. prosecution. W.e do have freedom of religion in
this country and we will not tolerate any such interference.
The building season is nigh upon us and the Chilenje
church must be built this dry season. Materials must be
bought immediately before the rush season takes everything
up. At least $3000 is still needed for this work. We have
raised about all we can on this side. T·his is most urgent.
Please send checks air mail to the folLowing address for this
building fund.-H. E. PIERCE, P. 0 . Box 1016, Lusaka,
Northern Rhodesia.
If you have not secur&l your copy of the new edition
of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, we are now
in position to fill all orders.- Buckram binding, $6.00;
Leather binding, $10.00.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77

Austin, Texas
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Herbert L, Newman, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San Antonio, Texas, March 11: Three
placed membership with the West Avenue
church Sunday. Flavil R. Yeakley will b-e
with us in a m eeting April 6-12.
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Ward Glentzer, 150·5 0rmond Drive, Corpus Christi, T exas, March 12-: I began regular work with the Norton Street church
here February 15.
This congregation Is
about four years old. We have a new auultorium and are planning to build addltlone:l
class rooms soon. We have had three baptisms and three to place memberslilp the
last two weeks. When in Corpus• Christl,
visit with us.

Orland W. Rury, Snyder, Oklahoma, March
1;!: Eight restored, three placed membership, and one baptized here In the past six
weeks.
We have had a good increase In
Bible school attendance this year.
I am
sorry to l'eport that I cannot accept any
Howard E::a8ada, Great Be•d, Kansas, more invitations for meetings In 1953. My
Claude A. Guild, 278<1 E. Belknap Street,
March 11 : "One came fQi' baptiBnl and one schedule is already full.
Fort Worth 11, Texas, March 13: Our. spring
was restored last Lord's day. Attendance
meeting March 1-11, with L. D. Webb of
M. Norvel Young, Lubbock, Texas: Harvie Portland, Oregon, as evangelist, closed with ·
and Interest has been fine In :o,p!te of much
M. Pruitt will be available for • meetings forty-three r es ponses:
bad weather.
seven placed memthis summer from June 1 to S e ptember 1. bership, twenty-seven were restored, and
Ross W· Dye, 408 N. Marshall, Oklahoma For ref<>rence: E-lders, Broadway, Lubbock ; nine · baptized. Brother \Vebb did an espeCity ·10, Oklahoma, March 9: After a seq- Smyer; Acuff. Harvie is a capable gospel cially wonderful job for us. We hope to
man on dancing yesterday, four confessed preacher. He plans to go to Germany later have Weldon B. Bennett, Flrankfurt, Gerthe sin of dancing. Leonard Mullens will to preach the gospel. Churchea desiring to many, for our fall meeting.
begin his part in _our meeting March 23rd.
use him can write to him In care of Broadway Church of Ohri·sl, Lubbock, Texas.
A. c. Huff, 1222 S. 49th, Temple, Texas,
Raymond Whittington, Carthage, Texas,
March 10: Thanks to those who have sent
March 9: We gained ten new member:!! In
C. E. 1\lcGaughey, 2407 Lincoln, Springiield,
the past month. Two were baptiaed. Two Missouri, March 9: At Lamesa, 19 were l;)ap- In their names tor my book, "The Great
were restored. The others ' moV€d here. Our tized and 13 were restored. Paul McClung Is Salvation," to be sent to those who are unsaved. I n eed more. "It Is more blessed to
work In Carthage is most pleasant.
doing a good work there. One unusual thing give than to receive." Please give your own
about the meeting was the fact that about address. Prospects are "bright here for the
Mrs. Jack Shnl"p, Hondo, Texas, March 14; a hundred people sat at the front of the
Christians. The zone work Is getting well
We will sponsor a Training School for BI- a uditorium every night. Am now at Portales,
under' way. Success to the Firin Foundation.
ble School teachers on the evenings of April New Mexico, in 'a good meeting. I begin
I need more work. Who needs my help?
.SO, May 1, aRd May 2. We hope to be able at Union City, Tennessee, the 22nd.
to secure good teachers, and also an able
•l llalcoDl P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Huntspeaker for each evening.
Reginald Beaver, Box 2S3, Sayre, Okla- ington Park, California., March 9: Yesterday
Choice L. Bryant, 165 S. 15th Street, Sa- ho,;,a: This Is to let all know th6tt I am anoyher was baptized and o;ne placed memmoving to Delta, Colorado, June 1, to work bership. This brings our total of responses
lem, Orego-n, March 7": We are In the midst
with the small congregation there. I will be since the turn of the year to 20. 10 have
of a protracted meeting with W. E. (Bud)
·Irvin~ doing a splendid job preaching. We supported by the church at Tipton, 0kla- been baptized, nrne have placed memberbaptized another Inmate In the Oregon . State homa. I appreciate all the invitations I had ship, and one has been restored. For the
concerning local work.
Several res-ponses second successive Sunday we have set a
·Penitentiary, March 3.
here this year. My successor has not been new record In attendance . for our Bible
school. We had 180 present fo~ It yesterAlbet"t A. Gonce, Jr., 1010 S. Pugh, State 2electe2 as yet.
day.
College, Pennsylvania, March 9: Since our
Hood Wilkins, 3210 Howard, Fort Worth,
last. report we have had one baptism. In
Texas, March 8: We had two good services
John H. Gerrard, P. 0. Box 735, Aurora,
the last s ix months, there have been six
at Oaklawn today. Two fine young moth- Illinoi~. March 12: The work here continues
baptisms, one restoration and one to place
ers responded to the Invitation; one to be to progress.
E specially Is this noticed In
membership. We now have the Herald of
r estored and to place m embership and the our contributions and attendance at our
Truth on tl:te local Mutual Station.
other to be baPtized. Thus, two families are Sunday evening service. The new baptistry
now completely united in the Lord. Another is about, ready for use. We are loeking forB. E. Bawcom, 926 N. "C" Street, Arkan- young wife was restored and identified last ward to a bu sy and fruitful year.
Stop
sas City, Kansas, March 9: Three were bap- Wednesday night. Thanks be to God.
and worship with us at 529 Clark when
tized yesterday and two came from the
pass ing our way.
Christian church. Three were restored and
c.
H. Shipp, 315 E. Central, Madera, Caltwo placed membership the week be!ore,
ifornia: We have launch ed a special perltl. E. (ltllckey) Blake, 110 S. Lake Street,
·totaling' ten additions in March. The work
so n a l work program which Is new here but Carlsbad, N ew Mexico, March 10: The work
here ·ts growing.
is received gladly by those interes·ted Rouls here at · Fok and Lake in Carlsbad, New
who desire to be busy for the Lord. We. Mexico, is fine.
We are enjoying record
Dean Bullock, Grand Saline, Texas, Marcil have called Brother L. L. Stout of East Long crowds, especially in Bible school. We are
ll: Brother 0 . J. Russel of Durant, Okla- B each, California, to come and hold our now averaging mor e each Sunday in Bible
homa, ts to be with us in a meeting April sprin g mee-ting, May 4-17. We have b egun school than our record attendance was 18
6-15. Services will begin at 7:30 each eve- to make extensive preparations for his com- months ago. Our spring l ectur esh1p begins
ning. Clinton Kirby will lead the singing. Ing. ,
April 19 and closes April 26.
Robert C.
We urge all in driving distance of Grand
Jon es of Fort Worth, Texas, Is- to be with
Saline to attend.
Frank. L. Cox, Box 104, Mineola, T exas, us in August for our summer meeting.
March 16:
Four have placed· membership .W hen in Carlsbad, worship with us.
. ·C. J. Kirkpatrick, 5,th Avenue & Beech- and two have been baptized here in recent
wood Blvd., Pittsburgh 6, Pennsylvania, days. Average Lord's day Bible school atBill 1\IcCown, 176 Ohio Street, New BraunMarch 10:
Brothe r James Groves of De- tendance is the highest in the history of fels, T exas, March 14: It was my pleasure
troit, Michigan, is to preach in a two-w eeks this eighty year old congregation. I am to be in • attendance the past four nights ,
meeting h ere beginning April 12th. Church- to speak in the Fort Wort:l!. l ectureship March 9-12, at the debate held in Olevees In this area are urged to help us promote Thursday of this week and in a gospel meet- la nd, T exas, between H . A. Dobbs of the
this meeting. We have had two baptlsms ing with the Highland Parlt congregation church of Christ, and David L. Welch, of
thus far this year.
of the sam e city April 1~-29.
Pensacola, Florida, representing the ·Pentecostal f a ith. Brother Dobbs ab ly defend ed
D. 1\1, 1\lcQ,uiddy, El · Centro, California,
A. c. Williams, Box 757, Sand Springs, the faith against the one God and direct
March 12: Th e work here continue!} to pro- Oklahoma, March 15: Last Wednesday night operation of the Holy _§plrit sect of the
gress. Tw e lve r esponses· since the first of brought to a close our meeting with the holinists. Welch Is reported to be the best
the year.
Eight have been baptized and church at Olton, T exas. Brother S. A. Free- the Pentecostals have. Our work h ·e re confour restored. I am now in a m eeting at man is l ocal evangelist. He and the con- tinues i!l good fashion. Newspaper adverHoltville, California. Brother Glen Kramar gregaticrn are doing a fine work in that tising, preaching on the radio in German,
Is the faithful minister for this fine group area.
Our son, Don, teaches chorus and are new phases of our work here.
Both
of Christians. Time allo.tted me for meet- .band at the Olton schooJs. He preaches at are being well received. I will be with the
lngs this year by the church at El Centro, Fieldton. He and Brother M. Crawford di- church at Natick, Massachus~tts, April 12has all b een taken. We invite your prayers rected the singing in the m eeti n g.
Th er e 26 in a m ee ting sponsored by the church
in our work.
w~r e three baptisms.
at New Braunfels.
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Den West, Lampasas, Texas, March 11:
Four identified in fine services here on the
Lord's day. The young men's training class
leads the service one Wednesday night each
month.
They deliver a complete sermon
that is· heart warming to over two hundred
people who attend.
205 were present last
L. L. Gieg·er, Tyler, Texas, March 9: Since Wednesday.
our last report there have--been six baptzed,
six restored, and 11 to move Into our secJohn G·. Bllls, - 4133 Middlesex -J)rive, San
tion of the city and express a desire to Diego 16, California, March 8: We enjoyed
work under the oversig;ht of the elders of fine services at Linda Vista today. Seven
the West Erwin congregation. I am sched - responses since last Lord's day: three were
uled to be with the Broadway church In baptized and four confessed wrongs. One
Houston, April 5-12. Brother J a-mes Scott is of those baptized came from the Catholics
the capable evangelist there. The Lord will- and one from the Lutherans. I am to be
Ing, Bro0ther Harvey Porter, one of the in a meeting in Tennessee the first part
evangelists here, will preach In my absence. of August. Any· congregation wanting rue
for meetings the last of July or August may
.Jno. H. Lanier, Seagoville, Texas, March contact me.
I prefer meetings between
~~ Brother David Walker filled his appointCalifornia and Tennessee. We thank God
ment af the Pleasant Grove Church of Christ, for being able to use .u s in his servic;.
to a good audience. Brother Willard Mossom
of Fort, W-orth, has been in a series of meetRobert B. Farrar, Granbury, Texas, March
ings at the Crandall Church of Christ. 9: ·After what was far more than just a
Brother Mossom d e livered some very good pleasant association with the church In
sermons. I have some choice time in '53, Mexia, we ceased our labors with them
for meetings. as song director. I will go any- and began working with the church In Granwhere. Write me at once and we will get bury February 8.
We are enjoying imthe time arranged.
mensely the work here und er the leadership

Ernest IUcCoy, Borger, Texas, March 13:
In the past week two have identified themselves -with the congregation and six have
made confess ion of faults. ' Our building
which seats near six hundr ed is filled for
the evening service.

Urover c. Ross, 613 W . 4th, Portales, New
Mexico, March 10: I know a very capable
youp.g man who is receiving his M.A. degree
this spring, and who will be available for
local and meeting work by June, 1953. He
is an _ ou tstandlng young gospel preacher
with se-veral ~ years' experience, and has un usual talent and ability to preach t'be gosp~l.
I know of very few young men with
his ability. If you should be interested in
t.hls young man, write me or the elders of
the 4th Street Church of Christ in Portales.
The man also bas a very fine wife.
A.. Chester ' Grimes, Heig·hts Church of
Christ, Houston, Texas:
Nine were baptized In our meeting which Brother Anthony
E. Emmons, Jr., conducted for one week. It
was a wonderfui ·meeting In every way.
He form'erly labored with this congregation
in 1948 and 1949. The work here is most
encouraging at 'this time. Our Bible school
attendance has reached an all time high of
4Q6 and the balcony is occupied every Lord's
day. We have had forty-five additions already this year. We are happy indeed when
the Lord's work succeeds.

Tildon
JtlcFerrin,
Whitewright, T exas,
March- 16: Since my last r eport there have
been five responses: two baptis ms and three
restorations.
The church in Whitewright
continues to grow and that should be encouraging to all the membership in and
around our community. We extend to all
a special invitation when coming our way
to make it a point to come by and visit
with us. I will be in San Angelo, T exas,
lilt the Fair Grounds Road Church for a
meeting b eginning April 24, and extending
through May 2. We covet your prayers for
a profitah!e me.eting there.
W. T. Garnett, 40~ E . Gilbert, Henrietta,
March 13: I was with the East Side
church in Portales, New Mexico, in a four
day me etin g March 5-8.
At the close I
agreed to begin lo cal work with them. We
have been here in Henrietta for three and
one-half years. It h as b een as pleasant
as anyone could expect. We now have firm
elders and deacons, and the church work
as a whole is in fine condition. Whoever
follows me, I believe, will have a 'pleasant
and enjoyable work. If you would be interested in working with these brethren,
contact us.

~ Texas,
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A. H. Bryant, 1445 Nogales, Del Paso
Heights; California, March 11: We are hapPY to report another baptism here at Del
Paso Heights last Lord's day-a fine young·
lady with a promising future. We rejoice
that the church seems to be making some
progress.
There is a great and growing
!Ieed of more workers In ~ this area. Just yesterday we drove forty miles to conduct
funeral services for a brother eighty-two
years of age, who had been a member of
the church sixty-three years. The family
reported they had some difficulty in locatIng a preacher t.o conduct the funeral serv Ice.

Raymond DeSpain, Blanco, Texas, March
10: Our work here in Blanco seelrul to continue . to show increased interest. We have
had one baptism. since last report. We had
a good day yesterday; the singing in the
afternoon was well attended. Ty.relve d.if.
ferent congregations were represented. Th.e
church here plans a meeting to b~gln March
29th to continue through April 6th. Broth-er
Quentin Dunn of Eldorado, Texas, will do
the preaching. We are looking forward
with much interest to this meeting. TJ;lls
ls an invitation to all who can come and
be with us in this special effort to preach
of most capable elders. Since we. have been the gospel.
here, three have placed membership, one
R. v. Woo<l, Box 673, Crane, Texas, March
restored, and one baptized. The new and
commodious chur.ch building is located on 9: Guy N. Woods closed a very fine meetthe main highway. When in this vicinity ing with us last night. It was _a remarkable.
be sure and stop and worship with us. You meeting because of tbe type of preaching.
Most every service was along the line of
will be more than welcome.
Chrl,stlan llvlng and Christian re~ponsib!lity.
Wendell Winkler, Box 133, Rayville, Louis- That ls the type of evangelism that the
iana, March 11}:
Since last report, , over church needs everywhere today. It has been
twenty have responded to the Invitation, rightfully said that to convert the chu rch
seven of whom responded in our recent will convert the world. There were only six
meeting with Brother V. E. Howard of responses, but we feel like the church has
Greenville, Texas. In the last ten months been greatly strengthened. All records for
attend-ance and c-ontribution were ·broken
there have been seventy-five responses. We
during the meeting. We press forward with
are having the largest crowds f_or Blbltl
stu dy In the history of the church, with two renewed zeal and determination, giv1ng the
hundred thirty present March 1, which is L ord all the -glory.
an Increase. of oy er one nundred in the last
five months. I began a meeting last night
a t the Good Road congregation, north of
Hollyridge, Louisiana, and begin at Goodsprings, Alaba'tna, .A,.pril 6.

,

Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, March 16:
Yesterday people stood and some turned
away. Two hundred fifty in Bible sehbol,
-two hundrea six at prayer Wednesday night
'to hear the young men speak on "You~th
.
·
. , and the Church." These are the · members
Jhruny Wood, 180 ~ N ·.Wash., Odessa, Tex-~ of our young men's training class.
Next
as, March 11: Brother W. T. Hamilton of month they will speak on "Requisites of a
Gainesville, Texas, ~as just co~cluded a Prosperous Church." Our new rock church
most successful meetmg with th1s congre- building is going up. It will seat near six
gation.
During th e m eeting th ere were hundred when finished.
The congregation
twelve responses to the gospel invitation. last wek boug'ht the home of eight rooms
Six of th ese were b apt ized a nd six confessed just nor-th of th e c hurch building and the
s ins .
The entire congregation appreciated quarter block of land to use as auto pari<·
the fine preaching that Brother Hamilton ing Jot. This is the third residenc e joining
did and good audiences were present at all the chur ch property we ha:ve secured. we
-the services. Since the first of · the year we now have a three quarter block of Jand-sufhave had ten baptisms here at Northside, ficient for our present needs.
and during 1952 there were forty-five haptiz ed into Christ. The work of the church
James F. Fowler, 403 Church St., College
moves forward in Odessa with four congr e- Station, Texas, March 10: One addition last
gations doing th e Lord's work a t this place. Sunday by baptism.
The ope.ning of our
new bqildlng is scheduled for May 10. SunL. R.. Lovclatly, Box 144, Honey · Grove, day night, May 1()', Brother Carl Spain will
T exas, March 11: I am now beginning to begin a four night meeting in our new aubook my summer evangelistic work for ditorium. He will bring the Central Church
m eetlngs , s inging schools, a nd singing for of Christ Chorus with him and they will
meetings. At this time I have ,s o me very sing at special 6:00 p.m. service, preceding
good time not taken. I would be glad to th e evening wor<>hip hour. Brother Spain
assist any place that would be in need of was recently brought to the A&M College
my service in -any of the above work men- campus by the college to serve as one of
tion ed. I would also accept local work with the dormitory counsellors during the colsome congregation that is in need of a min- l ege's r el igious emphasis w eek. He did an
ister. May the Lord continue to bless the excellent job. About 150 boys were out each
church . everywhere that many souls will evening to his forums-many staying until
come to the knowledge of the truth in 1953. the midnight hours to discuss moral an.d
May the · Lord continue his blessings on spiritual questions.
The college plans to
Brother Showalter and spare him many more have him back next year to serve in a s imyears in his service.
ilar' way.
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Cltarles M. Adams, Box 285, Cleveland,
Oklahoma, March 13: We are much enco uraged by the many lette rs that have come
to u s regardin g our articles in our local
paper, a lso from those who are interested
in get tin g this type of work started in
their awn cities an d communities. It is a
proven fact th at this type of writing isone of the . most effective means of teaching
that is known. It will pro'duce results in
any community.
When people say they
never heard of the church of Christ, that
is no reflection on them, but i t is on us.
Jt, is simply presented evidence that we
have fallen down on the job. We have not
obeyed J esus, r ather we have disobeyed, as
he gave the commiss ion in l\>fatt. 28:18-20
and Mark 16:15, 16, until we u se all the
means that we know to use, and the newspaper is one of those m eans. In my home
c ity, St. Louis, Missour i, which has a population of 856,796 souls, almost a million
peop l e, they have two daily newspapers that
as far as I know, are read by most of that
vast popula~ion, yet (unless {t is a compar ativ ely late thin g·) ther e is not one line in
those papers that tell those people of the

Christ who died for them. In Tul sa, Okla homa, the same situation exists. Tulsa has
a population of 182, 740 people, it a lso h.as
two daily newspapers, a nd not one lin e appears in them regarding the true church
other than free space that is giv e n all
churches for sermo n topics.
This is not
mentioned as cr i t ic ism, but to po in t to the
fact that many tim es we overlook th e very
means by which we could do a b e tter work.
I a m of the opin ion that th i s condition
exists all across t hi s great untaught na\tion of ours . Jn our small city, w e have
a newspap e r and it poss ibly go es to some
s ix o r sev e n states, a nd the , war fronts. W e
spend about fifteen dollars per month far
this advertisement, the mail that w e rea,ttests to th e fact that our art icles
are being read and appreciated, also, res e nted by some. I have tried to arouse interest among churches r e lative to this great
opportunity, and in the ma in the response
has be·en overwhe lmin g. l t is our since re
prayer that we m a y join hand ''·ith God's
children in every hamlet, village, community, and city, a nd make use of this great,
her e tofore, neg lecte d medium, that we may
all tak e this means of teaching this vast
aud ience that Jesus died for them, too.

ceive

COMMUNION BREAD, FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply o i
fresh, pure unleavened bread tor communlor:
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small car·
ton and three of these cartons to the lar•et
carton-all carefully sealed so It will ltee:r
Indefinitely. Every co.ngregatl-on should h&V4
on hand a good supply at all times. Prloe
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
Firm Foun<lntfon Publishing Honse
Austin, Texas

CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES

ANNUAL DENVER, COLORADO,
LECTURES
illarch 30-AJlril 3
lUondny, 1\larclt 30, ut Slteridnn Boute,·ar£1,
West ;{(ltlt and Sheridan
10 :00 a.m.-"Sin s of Impurity," Cecil N.
Wrig{lt
1 :30 p .m.-"Love, Joy and Peace," Ga rin
Rutherford
8 :0•0 p.m.-"Authority in Re li gion," LeRoy
Murphy
'l'uesdny, lllarch 31, at Park Hill, Eust 13th
null

Clt~rry

KNOW YOUR BIBLE .......·--·------..............................$2.00
An introduction to Bible Study.
•
GREAT BIBLE THEMES - - - -..· - - - - - - - - - - - 2.00
A study of God's plans for us.
REASONS FOR OUR FAITH ------ ........................... 2.00
A study of Christian evidences.
OUR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN ......~ ................ _______ 3.00

10:00 a .m.-"Sin s of Superstition," Wilfred McKenzie
1 :30 p .m.-"Meekness and Lang·suffering,"
Charles E. Gentry
8 :00 p.m.-" Th e New Testament C hurc h,"
Grady Lee Reese
Parent-teacher training course.
We•lnestlny, AI•r11 1, at Soutlt Den,•er, 2005
Others have said:
Soutlt Lincoln
"My family and I enjoy thes e l essons and
10:00 a.m.-" Sins of Disposition," T. R.
wait far them each week."
Bankhead
Special prices for g·rou11 study:.. Ladies
1:30 p.m.-"Kindrless and Goodness," Cle Class, Young People's Groups, etc.
mon F. Muse
8 :00 p.m.-"Th e Scheme of Redemption,"
HOME STUDY SERVICE
Herbert Fraser
HARDING COLLEGE
• SEARCY, ARKANSAS
'l'lturs<lay, AI•-ril 2, at Aurora, East 13th
:nul Boston
10 :00 a.m.-"Sin s of Religion," Pa ul S.
22 DYNAMIC SERMONS~~
Moffitt
heard by MILLIONS~.;'~:-:::
1:30 p .m ...:..."Faithf uln ess," M. W. Chaffin
8 :00 p.m. -"Th.e True Worship," D. H.

"7k
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James W. Nichols • C. E. McGaughey • G. K. Wallace
CLOTH BOUND

ORDER FROM

PRIC~ $3.00

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBUSHING 'HOUSE, Box 77, Auslin, Texas

.. ·:

·

Pe;;:~:~y,

I

~

South Shernuut

• ·.' 1

FOR CHURCHES AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS

FOLDING
CHAIRS
MOST- COPIED BUT NEYER DUPLICATED I

Extra wide and deep seats
and backs; reinforced steel
frame. Metal parts corrosion-resistant Bonder-

ized, then 2 coats outdoor
enamel. Seat styles:
Formed plywood OR
shaped steel OR imitationleather upholstered.
1
Write Dept. 124

.

AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY
2930 Canton Street
Dallas 1, Texas

,

! 703 Bell Ave'nue
Houston 3. Texas

AJ•ril 3, ut Sl;ermnn Street, 125

10:0·0 a .m.-"Sins of Intemper ance," Jo e L.
Ban ks
1:30· p.m.-"Self-Control," M. W . Chaffin
8 :00 p.m.-"The E nd of the World," El bridge- B. Linn
Local evangelists wii-1 s p eal{ mornings and
eve11ings, a nd out-of -town preachers in the
aftern oons. Morning tpeme, "Lusts of the
Flesh"; afternoo n them e, "Fruit o f the Spir it"; and evening theme, "Christ the An swer.''
Two congregations will serve as hosts each
d ay at the lo.c a tions n amed above.
But
all even in g lectur es will be in the Byers
.Tunior High School auditorium, a t East Bay aud and South Pearl. Discussion p e riods will
fallow the morning and afternoon l ec tures.
Lunch eon each day in c hur c h basement.
Out - of-town visitors invit e d. For further information, write: Ch urch of Christ, Box
4046, South Denver Station, Denver 9, Colorado.
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FROill ELMONT, L. I., NEW YORH.:
E1l Bnyliss nnd ()lurk Han.m, Elders
There is o ne small congregation of the
Church of Christ serving the entire sec tion
of Long Island outside of New York City.
About on e million p eo pl e liv e in this area.
This congregation is the Elmont Church
of Chr ist, made up of about forty-five members, some of whom drive as far as thirty-_
~even mil es each way to warship.
Of the
forty-f i ve there are only about twelve famili es where both husband and wife are members .
·M orning attendance including chlldren has averaged abo ut sev e nty for this
year. There are several military pe r sonne l
stationed at Mitchell Field who a,ttend reg u lar ly .
Brother Robert L. Johnson, a graduate of
Abilene Christian College, who formerly
serve d the Northwest Co n gregat ion in De troit, commenced work with us the first
Sunday in January.
Begun in Hempstead in 1945 the congre gation purchased a minister's home in Elmont four years ago, the basement of which·
w a s also to serve as the place of worship.
On e Sunday school class meets in the living
roam and two classes in the attic, the basement still serving as the place of worship.
We are pay in g $47.00 per month an the
minister's home. Adjoining lots were purchased w h ere we had hoped to e rect a building_.
In dire n eed of larger quarters we
have been investigating all buildings in the
area that might conceivably be used. · A new
building seems b·eyond our financial ability.
Just r ecent ly we discovered t h at a former
Lutheran church building in Malverne, about
four mil es from Elmont, is for sale. It 'is
·mainly r ed brick with same stucco detail
wo rk and is situated on a 140 foot by 100
foot lot. It seats abo ut 150 . The building.
is abo ut 26 feet by 60 feet and is in good
repair. In the upsta irs area there are five
goad Sunday School rooms designed for this_
spec ific purpose. Th e price of t h e building
is $21,0'00.00. It probably could not be duplicated for twice that figure. The a r chi tect wham we were go ing to engage to des ign a n ew building has advised us to buy
this one and even pay more if n ecessary to
get it.
We ar e assured of a $15,000'. 0 0 mortgage·
an the building.
We must raise $ 6,000 .00
by the middl e of April. Out of our limited
number of families we feel that we can raise
abo ut half of that amount in that tim e and
s till carry on · our other obligations. Some
monthly ass istance is received from Manhattan but we do - need cons id e r ab le outs ide
h elp at th is time. We will hav e to install
a baptistry, purchase furniture, and decorate the building .

ti;~s i~nl~api~~i~~a:al: :,u~b~-~~c~~veco~~:e~:=
formation will be able to contribute $10 .00
to $2 5.00, t)10r e or l ess, to help us acquire
this property which will be such a great
asset to th e Lord's work in this area. Individuals are e ncouraged to send their con tributions through their local co ngregation
but it m ay be sent direct if preferred.
Checks should b e m a d e out to the Church
of Christ of E lmo nt, a nd mailed to 2.74
Dutch Bro adway, Elmont, L. I., N.Y.
Bufor<l Holt, 1621 Mitchell Street, Humboldt, T ennessee, March 10: Two were bap- "
tized and one r esto r ed March 8 and another
baptized March 9. Sunday nig·ht attendance
shows increase and it is good to· see· more
of' the m e mb e rs doing personal work among
the p eople of the world. Franklyn T. Pucket t w ill do the preac hing in th e spring meet ing. We will b e glad to have ·those passing
through Humboldt to worship with us at
1613 Mitchell Street.
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NEW B00}5: ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

[
A book of eight ra<lio sermons on the Holy
Spirit just 11rlnted

Brother B ill McCown h as prepared these
11ermons with great care.
Th e ir substance
was used in his debate w ith the Pentecostal, Mr. Marvin Hicks. These sermons w e re
spoken over the r ad io a nd received great
interest among the churches of Christ. Th e
book Is bound in heavy blue paper covers .
Great scrntons

on a
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THE WORK OF THE LORD IN
ltULES CITY, ltiONTANA
Clyde

,V.

Sheppard

Locate d in the easter n part of Montana,
Miles City, with a population of more than
e l even thousand people, presents an unusual
opportunity for preaching J es u s .
Being
centrally s itu ate d in the heart of a rich,
fourteen acre o il field, a continual pouring

great subject

The Holy Spirit

Prices:
Per copy ·-----------------------------'$ .50
Dozen lots ----------------------------$5.50
FIRM l<'OUNDA'l'ION

PUBLISHING HOUSE

Dox '17, Austin 61, Texas

CHURCH FURNITURE
Consult u s for high quality pews
and pulpit rurniture, and let us h elp
you with your seating arrangement.

S-K CHURCH FURNITURE CO.
Box 30 , Jacksonville, Texas
John W. Hedge, Representative

A NEW ED!TION

and sufficient funds with which to buy essential supplies.
Our brethren are assembling in a rented place in the Eagles Lodge
Hall. This leaves the Impression that they
a r e just another "fly-by-night" sect com mon to that part of the country.
While our needs for the Lord's work
there are numerous, being a raw field, we
are at pres e nt concerned with raisin g the
balance of funds n eeded for our support. I
could worlc at a secul!llr job to earn a livelihood for my family, but it is the consensus of tile Montana brethren that tile services of a full tim e evangelist is indisp ensabl e to the progr es s of the work.
Brother
Garrett will support himself, except that
the ch urch in Miles City will supply his
house.
Is th e r e not so me church able to
assist in this effort to the glory of J e hovah? A church of a hundred saints cou ld
fast one meal a week, a llowing one $1.00
per m eal, and support a preacher full time.
If this challenge falls on the ears of some
Macedonian brethre-n (2 Cor. 8:1 -5), we
know they will seize the opportunity to
g i ve "out of their poverty," that Jesus may
be preached to those who :'sit in darkness."
If each o n e who reads this would follow
;this s i mple plan of fasting one meal a week,
all of us together could do the j ob. Send
your co ntributions to Sister Harry J. Bensley, Route 1, Box 269 , Miles C ity, Montana.
And "pr a y that God will ope n a door" for
preaching t h e good news of his only begott e n Son . Unt il March 17, my address will
be Box 718, Perryto,n, Texas.
0 - -- -

CLYDE W. SHEPPARD
into its present population is assured.
A
thrivin g business, trade, diversified agricu ltur e, and indu s try, all combine to mak e
Miles City the hub of commerce in easte rn
Montana. A ir lin es, railroads, and highway~
fa nning out in eve ry dir ection, serve the
trans]Jorta tion ne trds of this rapidly growing
city. Can we affo rd to pass up the opportunity of preaching Jesus to th ese peopl e?
If God wills , B r other W. L. Garrett and
I shall move our families to Miles City March
17. Two of th em, a nd our family of three,
added to the t e n sa ints now th ere, will mak e

GOSPEL
Sermons
We have just printed
&
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new edition of

I?ROltl LUDBOCR, TEXAS
Vauglm D . Shofner
Splendid crowds atten ded the first two
se rvi c~s conducted Su n day in the n ew buildi n g of the church in Vandelia Village.
vVe gratefully acknowledge and deeply ap p •·eciate the h e lp r ece ived in maldng the
ini tial services so successful. You h ave a
place w i th us as a visitor, a nd there is a
place fo r you as a co-labore r in this new
work.
A total of 252 were in Bible schoo l, Sunday morning . Too, we had 135 who expressed
a des ir e to b e co- l aborers in the Vande lia
wor lc l)y placing membership. We believe
this to b e the r esu lt of faith and zeal and
the bl essings of God ! We covet yo ur pray e r s in this new work.
Our next serv ice w ill be at 7:30 Wednesday eve ning, March 11, 1953. Our l adies Bibl e c lass · will m eet Thursday morning a t
9:30.
Sunday services are : T eachers training
c lass, 9 :00 a .m.; Bible school for a ll ages,
9:30 a.m ., also 6:30 p.m.; Lord's Supper and
se rmon at 10 :30 a .m. and 7:30 p .m.
Lubb o'c k, T exas.

-------0-------

"GOSPEL SERMONS"

PREACHER A V AILADLE

, By R. N. HOGAN

Clarence A. Price

Evangelist, Churches of Christ

a m in my fourth year with this goo d
churc h, and I would li ke to make a change.
r am 40 years of age, have a faithful wife
and three sons. Any c hurch needing a pTeach e r, who h as no hobbi es a nd l oves personal
'vork, '"r ite m e, Bex 347, Bryson, T exas.
Th e e lde-rs and my se lf will appreciate othe r preach ers interested in thi s worl<, not
to inquire uritil I anno un ce- my l eaving late r.
I

Brother Hogan is known far and wide
and is scarcely less esteemed and appre'
ciated by the white people than those of his
own race. Thousands have heard him in
his wonderful appeal to the people.• and
thousands have been converted to Christ
through the delivery of his Great Sermons.
•Every friend of the cause of Christ and
N. L . GARRE'J'T
every m ember of the churches of Christ a total of f i fte~n. "As workers toget11e-r
should h ave a copy of this great book. It with God" (1 Cor . 3:9), we s h all concent rate
L . L . 'l'l10rnton, Dill City, Oklahom~.
is a large. book of sermons of 245 pages.
o ur efforts on a p lan of work designed to Ma rch 1 3 : I began work wi.th the Dill City
develop eve ry s in g l e child of God (Eph. 2: congregatio n th(! first of January. We had
$1.00 per copy, prepalcJ
a record attendance last Lord's day, March
Order from:

Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

10, 4 :14-16; Ga l. 6:4).
We believe that h e
will work through us, and u se us to his
great glory in l eading the lost to the Christ.
Th,e work at present is drastically ham per e d b eca use of a lack of a m ee ting house,

8th . We have had three baptisms since the
first of the year. We had a very profitable
l ecture program in February stressing the
"Teaching Program of the Church."

"
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COFFEYVILLE BUILDING NEARS
OOMPLETION
George E. Darllng

A very zealous group of Christians in Coffeyville, Kansas, are anxiously awaiting the
completion of the new building there. The
building should be ready for service within
'thirty to forty-five days. The new building is located across the street from the
High School-Junior High School and the
McFarland Trade School building. It is on
the main street of town and the principal
highway • through the city.
The present
plans are to start the work in the new
building with p.· "continued gospel mseting."
A number of congregations in Texas have

FOUNDATION

promised to suppor t their preachers In this
effort.
I bsgan work with the small congregallion
here Februa ry 16, one month ahead of the
proposed date in March.
My support is
from the congregations in Hale Center,
Lockney, Wolfforth and Earth, Texas, and
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
Congregations in
Wichita, Kansas and Tulsa, Oklahoma, have
been h elping in the construction of the
building. Th e above mentioned support and
h e lp is deeply appreciated by every member
here and we have pledged ourselves to do
our best to see that the money they have
expended will pay great dl'li'idends in the
harvest of souls. The work here offers a
tremendous challenge-one that we are

FOUR GREAT BOOKS
MORMONISM EXPOSED
By G. B. Handcock
The arguments and Scriptures in this book will meet other sects
as well as Mormonism.

Cloth Bound-$2.25
A REVIEW OF JARRELL'S GOSPEL IN WATER
By W. P. Riehardson

This book has some of the best ~rguments in print against
church succession, inherited & total depravity, faith only, etc.

etc.

Cloth, $1.50-Paper, $1 ~00

Tuesday, March 24, 1953
ready to accep t.
The great need in the work here is for a
radio broadcast over the local station K.GGF,
a 10,000 watt station that reaches ou-t into
three states.
Sectarian error has been
preached for years over the air in these
regions and has gone unopposed long
eno ugh . People are listening to religious
broadcasts and we hav e an unsurpassed opportunity to reach many with the unaltered
truth. The co s t of a 15 minute program Is
$9. 7£. Surely there are congregations who
will help to see this worl' done. Is there
a congregation willing to support this work
for a year? Can we find an individual will·
ing to support one broadcast or more each
month? Bre thren, if you were here to hear
the error taught over the air you could
readily see why I am so anxious to~ see thls
work accomplished. I have had e nough experience at radio preaching to know that
we have an oppol'tunity to do good here.
We · must l e t the people of Coffeyville know
that there is a church after the New Testament order in town. Will you help us do
it? Send your check to the church of Christ,
Box i51, Coffeyville, Kansas. It will pay
dividends In souls saved.
Under the direction of Brother AI Wilborn
we have started a "Round Up Of Strays
Campaign." This yvork 'IYill result in much
good. Many who were ''strong ·members"
In Texas and Tennessee have mooved here
in times past but have forgotten God and
some have dri!ted into denominational er ror. We have a list of some thirty "strays"
that we are contacting every week. Perhaps
some who read this article know of someone in Coffeyville who should be- attending
church but are not. Will you send us their
names? Maybe we can reclaim thEmi for the
Lord. Help us if you can.
If you should ' be near Coffeyv ille, come
by to visit us. Our nome address Is 1503 W.
First. Phone 1545-M.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. Marks Avenue
Brooklyn -13, New York
WILLIAM N, FRYER-Evnngellat
ROGER W. HAWLEY-EvangeUri
Sundny-10100 A..ltl. and 6100 P.M.
Wedne&dny--7130 P.M.
Ph .. nel

WALLACE- VAUGHAN DEBATE
This discussion is em: one person in the Godhead and that baptism is only in iJhe name of the LOrd Jesus.

Cloth-$2.7 S

PResident 4-4736
A

DEBATE

at Mldlancl, Texas, in the Cowden Junior
High School Auditorium, between Lero}'"
Garret of Dnllns, Texas, nnd. Floyd I. Stanley of Midland, Texas.
SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION!
"TI•e Located •l tlinlster Question."
From April 14th to April 18th

WALLACE -KETCHERSIDE DEBATE
This debate on: Located Preachers, Evangelistic Authority, and
Christian Colleges is on~ -of the greatest debates · of this age.

Cloth-$3.00
--Order From--

TELEGRAM BOOK
608 Peardale Lane

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

Longview, Wash.

GHtn(;H EOUWMfNT fO.
Bettori>Texc:is

.
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were very happy together and secve:l faith fully in McKinney's Davis Street congrega tion In which he Is an esteemed eld er.
Sister Beasley often said James 1:27 was
her religion. She gave liberally to the sup port of Homa For Aged at Gunter, the orphan homes, and missions in the states and
foreign fie lds. She c lothed a little g irl in
one of the orphan homes for several years.
Her desire was to do good in a meek and
quie t spirit according to the Bible. She did
not seek earthly praise but a heavenly r eward.

I

----.1!

OWENS--February 20, 19 53, marked the
end of Jo Anna Owens' ninety years. T. :m.
Milholland baptized her many years ago.
She was a woman of faith and stamina.
. Forty - one years she lived with Joe and Inez
W!lliamson In Madill, · oJ,Iahoma. Sister Williamson's care for her mother was impressive. Brethren W!lliam 0. Hall and Roy E.
HILL-A memorial service for Wilmer G.
Howell read from the Scriptures and l ed
Hill was conducted a t 2:30 p .m., February 1,
the prayer In the funeral service.
1953, from the auditorium of the church of
JNO. W. PIGG
Christ, Kemp, T exas. Brother Wilson Coon,
the speaker, prefaced hi s rem ar ks by pointMEMOffiS OF A GREAT W()MAN
ing out that this service was an unusual
cne, since satisfacltory funeral services were
Mittie L ena was born to Jim Horn and h eld :f?or Brother Hill by Brother J ames MedRetta Scott Horn January 26 , 1889 , near ford and Brother G. A. Dunn, Sr., on J anuBloomdale In Collin ·County, T exas. · After ary 8, 1953. Brother Hill had expressed a
golng to school In her home community, she desire to have Brother Coo n conduct his
attended Gunter Bible College. She became funeral, but h e was not available at the
Albert Dow Martin's Jun e bride In 1908. 1 time and for that r easo n Sister Hill arA. D., Jr., Milton Foy, and Alvin Mara!"e I ran~ed a m emorial sezwic~. Brother Coon
were born to them.
used one of Brother Hill's Bibles, finge r ed
Brother Martin taught In three Christian a nd worn from co nstant use. After his bapColleges. For twenty-one y ears he was pro- tism In 1922 by Bro. A. R. Holton, Bro. Hill
fessor of mathematics In Texas A. and M. had studied the Bible unceas ing ly. He was
The Martins were Instrume ntal In th e estab- inte r es t ed in knowing all that God said. One
l!shment of five congregations in and near of his first converts was his wife. Brother
Bryan Including the church at A. and M. Hill was a carpenter and contractor and had
He passed away In 1939. A. D., Jr., follow ed Jived a ll but nine months of his n early sixten years late r.
ty-e!ght years in Kemp. A faithful servant
After Brother Martin's death and the grad- of the Lord, active In the work of th e
uat!on of their sons, L e na retu rned to Me- ch urch, his !n!luence is far r eaching. The
Kinney where h e r moth~r. who d epar ted a uditor ium for this occasion was filled with
this life In Decemb e r, 1943, li ve.!.
Christians and n o n-Christians, friends and
The marriage of Sister Martin and Droth er n e ighbors from surrounding communities,
Beasley occurred in Octob er ,) f 1945. · 'fh ey who li stened attentively to a gospel. mes- .
sage, made more impr ess ive by th e solemnlty of the occasion.
Besides his wife,
A WORTHWHILE
Brother Hill Is s urv ived by one brother,
John Hill, Kemp, Texas; three sisters:
Mrs. J. T. Rice and Mrs. Sa llie Rogers of
:J'I::emp; and Mrs. Carl Nee!, Oklahoma _City,
Oklahoma.
By LUKE MILLER

•

BOOK

P-LAIH SERMONS
Popular Negro Evangelist of
the Church of Christ

A Series of "Gospel Sermons"
Delivered at Austin, Texas
Interesting biographical
sketch. These sermons
·are filled with pathos
and are beautiful in
their simplicity and
strength, and rich in
homely convincing illustrations.
Stenographical~y
reported. No preacher can
get along quite as well
without this new, latest
B o ok
of
Sermons.
This amazingly successful evangelist has already baptized more than 2,000 people.

Price only 50 cents
Firm Foundation Publishing House
Austin, Texas
Order Form
Send me .................... copies, Miller's Sermons.
Name ....................................................................
Address ................................................................

Page Fifteen

FOUNDATION

• • •

GRAY-Mrs. Mattie Jane Gray was born
November 26, 1872, In Denton, Texas, where
she lived as a child. She came to Stephens
County In 1895, and had lived in the Necessity and Ivan community befo-re moving to
Breckenridge 25 years ago. Mrs. Gray passed
away at the home of a daught er on January 30 at the age of 80 year, two months,
and tour days. She had been d e clining in
h ealth for several months . She had been . a
member of the church of Christ for 58 years.
Mr. Gray died February 27, 19 39. Surviving
are four daughters : Mrs. 0. W. Wood,
Brecltenridge, Texas; Mrs. T. W. Carter,

Longview, Texas; Mrs. Ella Yose, Overton,
Texas, and Mrs. J. V. Cothern, Portales, New
Mexico. Two sons: Geor ge H . Gray, Breckenridge, Texas, and Roy Gray ~ of Sari
Angelo, T exas. There are 16 grandchildren
and l6 grea t grandch ildren. She will be laid
to rest beside her husband in the Necessity
Cemetery. Funeral serv ices were conducted
at the Brecltenridge Church of Christ by
John Weatherford, assisted by Hugh Boyds ton, loca l minister, on February 1, 1953 .
•
HUGH BOYDSTON

*

PEACOCK-Funeral services for Minister
Joe S. Peacock, 91, were held Thursday, February 26, at the Briggs-Game! Funeral
Home with Minis t ei' Silas H9well of Llano,
T exas, officiating. Burial was In t-qe Oak
Hill Cemeter y , L ampasa-s, Texas with members of Saratoga L odge AF&AM officiating.
A minister of the c hurch of Christ, Brother
Peacock had preached m any years In Burn e t county. Surviving are four daughte rs:
Mrs. !vie Baker of Aus tin, Mrs.' Viola Watson of Bertram, Mrs. John Holland of Mullen, and Mrs. Ross Holland of Mercury; a nd
t hr ee sons, Lin coln Peacock of Bertram, Joe
P eacock of Brownwood, and Charles Peacock of Lampasas.
•
SHAFFER-George Clark Shaffer was
born September 2, .1899 a .n d pas sed away
o n· December 14, 1952. He was buried .on
December 15, 1952. I knew him to be a
fine boy "while I was s erving as t each er and
secretary a nd treas urer of the board of
regents a t Texa s State College. He obeyed
the gospel while young and never left his
first lov e. H e was a d!l!gent work er to
care for the Homecoming at Thorp Springs.
His last years were spent as a chiropractor.
He is survived by his wife of Thorp Springs,
a daughter, Mrs. Ruth Rowe, and a sister,
Mrs. Ji>alsy Hall , both of Fort Worth. His
body was laid to rest at Thorp Springs. 1
made the funeral talk.
J. T . STRICKLIN
Fort Worth, Texas

• •

• • •

PATTERSON-Eari C. Patterson was born
August 10, 1884, at Junction, Texas; died
January 30, 1963, at Fredericksburg, Texa!l.
He came from a large and influential pioneer
family. Two daughters, one sister and three
brothers survive him. W. G. Birkner and the
writer conducted f.u neral services for him
from Hodges Funeral Home, Junction, -January 31.
WALTER W. LEAMONS
Junction, T exas
TELEGRAM : Victoria, Texas, March 1:1 :
Beginning meeting March 23rd with my !ather in the gosp,el, A. F . Thurma n, and the
church In Electra, T exas.-M. R. Phillips,
905 North Cam er on, Victoria, T exas.

Comfort With Simplicity
Beauty With Character
The modern simplicity of L. L Soms'
Church Furniture lends on atmosphere of
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Roils - oil designed to your exact specifications.
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Fast Delivery
Write for Catalog
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"God's Picture Gallery." By Fred W. Mc Clung. ' Privately published, Box 84, Fay etteville, Ark.
172 pp. $2.50·.
My good friend, Fred McClung, has brought
out a. workable, usable, and practical book
of sermon outlines. These are full e nou gh
to be used by those who m ay wish to get
real suggestions. This is. the cream of a .
twenty-seven year ministry on the part of

Brother McClung. He is preparing another
volume, and this one will give a splendid
introduction to the second. The second is
to be longer in treatment, fuller, and in
more detailed treatmen-t.
Younger P:reachers will find special help in this volume
and th e writer commends it to a wider read ing public.
"S'e tmons for Special Days." By Charles
M. Crow. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. Nashville, Tenn. 171 pp.
1951.
$2.00.
Preachers who · do not observe "days,
weeks, moons, etc.," are nonetheless called
upon to address audiences on some special
occasion as a graduation exercise, a Thanksg iving service, or so me other sp-ec ial meet-

·1:·--"-"_"_,_,_,_,__,____,__,_,_ _ _ ,i.
NEW WONDERFUL SONGS

I
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Positively largest best selection
for the price

It contains an excellent selection of
the s_weetest invitation so-ngs and fttr
neral hymns, songs for the work and
worship--in fact, songs for all occasions.
Many of the very fine old song.s
ha:ve been ro-arranged,. re-edited, and
re-written; also a fine list of late and

ing·. This is a volume full of help and,
suggestions for just such occasions. ·
Th e "Sermon on Student Day, entitled, "One
Solitary Life", is in this writer's judgtn ent,
worth the pric e of this little volume. Th e
New Year's Day Sermon on "The Long
Look" is J)acked full of sugges-tion s for a
New Year's sermon. And how many preache r s are not on the search for a good spr in g bo ard on the first of th e year. The p sychological approach here is ~celle nt · indeed.
If ' one i s called on to speak before the AIcoholi'cs Anonymous, or a special di sco urs e
on the Liquor Question, the sermon entitled.
'·M en of Distinction" is capt ivating.
"Encyclopedia of 2585 Illustrations." By
Henry Ward Beecher.
Zond ervan Press,
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 675 pp. $5 .95 .
Here is a .ver itabl e 'treasure hou se " of
matei''ial for a busy preacher. Henry Ward
Beecher, well · J(now n pr eacher for another
gene ration, presents some of his outstanding illustrations. Here are more than 2500
of his ve-r y best. Th ese illustrations are as
up to date as when f irst used. These illu s•trations are designed to point out and to
emphasize certain Bib l e truths.
J esus was
very apt in the us e of illus trations (parables ),
and
the
common
people
heard,
grasped, and r emembered them.
Some of the illustration s are based on nature, some on well-known li terature, but
all a r e Bible centered. For those who use
:such volumes, this is rich and rewarding.
It is completely indexed by sub j ec t and
title; illu stra tions for us e in se rm ons of
every kind.
W h en contemplati ng ordering a volume
of illustrations, our r eaders mig·ht consider
this one and order from the Firm Foundation Publishing Hou se, Box 77, Austin, T ex.
"The Art of Effective Teaching." By C.
Eavey . Zondervan Press, Grand Rapids,
Mich. 295 pp . 195 3.
$3. 75.

B.

Are yon loo!(ing for a good book to add
to your Teacher's Library?
H~re
it is.
H er-e is a volume to challenge, inspir e and
in struct. This bool;c is up-to-dat e, a nd up to the minute. Dr. Eavey raises the ques tion : "What do you teach,? pupils or sub j ects?" From this premis·e · h e proc ee ds to
point out the difference between "ordinary
teaching" and effective teaching .
. Some of the chapter h eadings are:
Effective Teaching, The Art of E -f fective
Teaching, Th e Teacher's Evaluation of His
Teaching, Arranging Conditions for Effective Teachin g, Living and Learnin g with
Pupils.
Dr . . Eavey has also Included · a splendid
set of r eferences for each chapter u sed in
the boolc Thi s ·is well worth the price of
the bok for those wishing to do more and
more research in this · great fi eld.
Dr. Eavey has come up to hi s usual s tandard

of

writing

in

thi s ,

his

l ast

volume-.

Order your copy from the Firm Foundation Publishing· House, Box 77, Austin, T e x.
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W. M. DAVIS

whosoever shall· swear by the gold of the temple, he is a
Timid Souls
debtor.
Ye fools and blind, for whether is greater, the gold,
Have you heard church members say that they hesitate to
or the temple that sanetifieth the gold?" (Matt. 23:14-17).
hand their reUgious papers to denominational people to read,
Such were the words of Jesus to his religi-ous neighbors.
because the papers are so full of controversy and harsh critiHas
any writer in our gospel pape~·s ever used such scathing
cism of those in error? They say they are afraid the papers
rebukes to men and women in error? Will any one say that
would do more harm than good. I suspect such remarks have
such words as Jesus used will do more harm than good? Is
been made about every gospel paper that is published. These any one ashamed of the New Testament because these hard
critics of the critics concede that the papers they find fault
sayings are, in it? Jesus says, "Whosoever shall be ashamed
with teach nothing but the truth.
of me and of my. words, in this adulterous and sinful generaDo they object to the papers because they teach the truth?
tion, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh
;Maybe not, but they do not like the waY' the truth is told.
, in the glory of his Father with the ho'ly angels" (Mark 8:38).
II'hey esteem soft words a better medium of conveying the
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.
truth to the minds of men than the hard words used in reproving and rebuking, which Paul told Timothy to do. When
men will not endu re sound doctrine, what is the proper approach to them? Should we stand in an attitude of timidity
and embarrassment, almost afraid to speak, lest, we hurt their
Hoyt Bailey
feelings? Such an attitude impresses them that we do not
more than half way believe what we teach.
John says: "He came unto his own, and they that were
his own received him not. But as many as received him, to
Here I am reminded of the .preacher 'Wh{) went to ~ tr:agethem gave he the rigM to become children of God, even to
diim after one of his impressive performances. • This preacher
them that believe on: his name" (John 1:11, i2). To Jerusawanted to know why the truth he preached did not have the
lem, Jesus said: "0 Jerusalem, J erusalem, that killeth the
powerful effect that the tragedian's lie had. The actor said,
prophets, and stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often
"I tell a lie as if it were the truth, while you tell the truth'
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
as if it were a lie." The best teachers I ever had were the
g.a~thered her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
ones who told me plainly and emphatically what I needed to
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate" (Matt. 23:37, 38).
know. Those who used soft words and handsome phrases did
The multitudes looked for an earthly king, and they would
me no good- ! did not know what they were talki;ng about.
have taken Jesus by force and made him king, but "he departed
Ashamed of the GosfPel
again into a mountain himself alone." The earthly view o-f the
If I hesitate to give my neighbor a gospel .Paper to read,
Messiah's kingdom was a univerml one though J esus had
lest it hurt his feelings, then I am ashamed of the gospel.
taught again and again that his kin1gdom is not of this world.
Concerning men in error Paul told Timothy to "rebuke them
The time was at hand when Jesus was to be rejected of men,
sharply." Some people might refrain from giving the New
crucified, buried, raised, and exalted to ·.G od's own right hand.
Testament to their religious friends to read, for the same
Prior to his rejection, he comes to Bethphage, a;nd from there
reason that they refrain from giving them a gospel paper,
he sent for a colt on which h e could ri de into Jerusalem. The
if they were familiar with New Testament language.
prophecy announced •t he C{)ming of Chriist as ·K ing.
God ·
For the benefit of the soft-spoken, sweet-spirited church
brought it to pass, for that coming to Jerusalem as Messiah
members, I give a lengthy quotation from Jesus to show
was the beginning of the great series of events by which t:he
. how he dealt with those in error. "Woe unto you, scribes
redemption -of the wo1·ld was wrought. J esus ent~red the holy
and Pharisees hypocr ites, for ye devour widow's houses, and
ci,ty in the royalty of meekness. The an-imal which had never
;for a pretence make long prayers: therefore ye· shall receive
borne the yoke was employed to bear Jesus into Jeruoo.Jem.
the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
His coming was therefore the t riumph- of pure joy, the multihy~crites, for ye compas sea and land to make one proselyte ;
tude expressing such by acclamation and by spreading> their
and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child
garments and palm branches. The hosannas of earth did in
of hell than yourselves. W-oe unto you ye blind guides, which
such an instance sen-e as a prelude to the h'aillelujahs of
say, whosoever shall · swear by the temple, it is nothing; but
heaven. In cal'ling Jesus the "Son of David", the people recog-
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nized him as the long promised Messiah; and, without clear
apprehensions of what his work was, they rejoiced in the realization of the national hope. Their joy made it cle:ar to the
Jerusalem officials that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah.
There could be no mistake, and they must either accept or
reject the claim.
_
Jesus went to the temple and found that ~P. had Pl(Ofaned
1t. He said : "My house shall be ca•l led a house of pray~r ; but
ye have made it a den of thieves." Selling oxen, sheep, and
doves, and changing foreign money into temple shekels, was
right in its place, but all this was being done in the "J·ong
place. Trade is not wrong, if it be hones.t trade, and l:iuyer
and seller pass fair equivaJentS. _ Oun Lord never interfered
· with tradesfolk or money changers in their proper place; he
taught principles which would ensure fair bargaining. The
Lord's indignation was! roused by the offense these corrupters
gave to his sense of the fitting, of the becoming. The true
consecration of a building is no mere ceremony, it is the feeling of consecration that is in all reverent souls in relation to
it. Had the money changers been consecrated, they would
never have brought iru the things which displeased the Lord.
Jesus was specially jealous, with a sanctified Jewish jealousy,
of the temple where God was worshipped. He felt .t hat the
things fititing to it were--stillness, quiet, prayer, -r everent at-titudes. Things unfitting for the temple were noise, dirt,
quarrellings over bargains, shouts of drivers, and the grezd
and over-reaching of covetous m en .
But the temple stands forth as a type of Christ's church
(1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:21, 22), so the subject has its lesson for
us. We should ask, then-What sort of pers.ons does Jesus
find in his church? The secularist is thought to be in his
place only in the world, because his calling desecrat es the
"house of prayer." The temple of God is defiled by merchandise, that scandalous traffic in ill-ti~ed and ill-pla~ed things.
That worldly, covetous, money-getting spirit introduces into
\ · religious circles things designed foe the special purpose of
r.a1.smg money. In our day, so called religious people have
dramatic activities, rummage sales, pie .51uppers, baby contests,
tacky parties, cake auctions, and many other similar things
for the· purpose of raJ.smg money. Since those individuals
rejected God's plan -i n defiling the temple by their sales in
:the temple, isn't it rejecting God and Christ to try to do
things contrary to what he lias authorized ? The New Testament teaches Christians to lay by in store on the first day of
the week, but the Bible nowhere authorizes Christians to raise
money by an unscriptural means.
J'hough the Christiau, is in the world he is not of it, but he
is at home in the church. The child o-f God meets Christ in
his chm~ch . The worldly man in the church can expect to be
violently rejected by Christ. The fact that the seats and tables
of the money changers were overthrown shows that J esus
places a different estimate on money's value to t:hat _which is
chedshed by men of the world. Jesus exposed their characters-pointing out that t hey were .e xtortioners, cheats, and
robbers in their business dealings, and such took place in the
temple-"the house -of prayer".
Jesus teaches in a parable how he is to be rejected by men.
"Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which
planted a vineyard, and hedged -~t round about, and dig.ged_a
winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: And when the time of the
fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that
they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took
his sei·vants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned anOither. Again, he sent other servants 'l'l'l.Ore than the first: anrl
they did unto them likewise. But last of all he sent unto them
his son, saying, They will r everence my soru. But when the
husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This
is the heir; come, le-t us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught him, and cast him out of th!;! vineyard,
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and slew him. When the Lord, therefoTe of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? They say umto
him, he will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let
out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render
him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus saith unto them, Did
ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders
r ejected, the same is become the head of the corneT : this is
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? Thered'ore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from
you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof"
(Matt. 21:33-43).
We note that the hedge, winepr.ess~ tower, and everything
needful had beem provided, but the husbandmen were rebellious; they bea.t and murdered the servants who were sent to
~receive the fruits of the vineyard, and at last they cast out
and slew their lord's <mly son. Those ,servants were the p rophets, sent again and again, to warn both prie_sts and people of
!their sins, to call both priests and people to repentance. "I
sent· unto you," God said, by the mouth of Jeremiah, "all my
servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying,
Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate!" Some of these
were persecuted, some were sJain. "They cast thy law behind
their backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against
them to turn them unto thee" (Neh. 9:26). The Lord of the
vineyard had yet one son, his well-beloved; he senlt him tast,
saying, "They will reverence my son."
This parable veils the mysteries concerning the foreknowledge of God and the free will of man. Human thought cannot
grapple with these mysteries; human words canil1ot express
them. God gave his only begotten Son; the Son of God came
to give his life a ransom, for many. The foreknowledge of
God did not destmy the f ree agency of man, or remove the
guilt ' of those who crucified the Lord of glory. The priests had
taken counsel already to put Jesus to death. Caiaphas had
already "prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation"
(John 11:47-53) . They had s•a id already: "This is the heir;
come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his i-n heritance."
Christ is ihe heir of aU things; he is the priest forever after
the order of Melchizedek. He knew what was. coming; knew
that he was to be cast out -(Heb. 13:12), and that they would
kill him. He calmly prophesied his own death, and asserts his
own divine character simply; yet in words which his enemies
did not comprehend. Jesus is the Son, the one and only Son,
the well beloved, of the Lo·r d of'the vineyard. Jesus puts a
question to those guilty men, and _they in turn are forced to
pronounce their own condemnation..
He said unto them:
"When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he
do unto those husbandmen?" They said : "He will miserably
destroy th?se mi-serable men." They prophesied not ·o nly their
own doom, but they prophesied al-s·o the loss of those exclusive
privileges which they guarded so jealously. They said: "He
will let out his vineyard to other husbandmen.." The Gentiles
were to succeed to the privileges which the Jews possessed;
the Gentiles had been strangers ·a nd foreigners, but soon they
would become f eUow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God. The Gentiles were soon to tend the church of
God, and they wene to render the fruit in due season to the
Lord of the vineyard.
After the husbandmen had killed the heir to the estate, no
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more patience could be shown to them. They had filled up
their cup of guilt to the brim. They had rejected the last and
greatest message from their Master. To be cast forth and
destroyed is their rightful doom, and this doom came upon
the -leaders of Isr:ael in the ove1lthrow of Jerusalem by Tiltus.
God's doom for the ungodly awaits false a•n d traitorous leaders
of the church who repeat the sin of the Hebrew hiexarchy.
·T hat doom awaits all who work in1 the midst of the privileges
of Christianity without rendering any fruit to the glory of
God.
Keep in mind that the leade-rs of Israel reaped what they
had sown. The leaders had persecuted :and stoned God's prophets, murdered his Son, and then sought with all their might to
destroyt his church. I.t \vas not as if individuals here and
there had committed murders; in thes:e matters the n:a.tion
through its authorities had committed the crimes. Death was
the penalty-death to the nation. Those leaders of Israel were
supposed to guide the destinies of the nation, but had been
miserable criminals. On this same issue Stephen pointedly
said: "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears,
ye do always resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did, so
do ye. Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute?
and they killed them that showed before of the coming of the
Righteous One ; of whom ye have now become betrl}yers and
murderers; ye who received the law as it was ordained by
angels, and kept it not" (Acts 7:51-53) . ./'"In the figure of the rejected cornerstone, the chief pridsts
.and Pharisees are repr~sented as trying to build the walls of
a house, but unable to fit the stones1 at the corner because
.they rejected the only stone that was cut for that place. They
were guilty of .t his folly in rejecting Jesus while trying to
construct a conception of the kingdom of God·. " They could
not fit Jesus into their ideas of the kingdom, arid this shows
that they had the Wl'ong idea as to what the kingdom would
be. Christ is not the cornerstone of the Old Testament structure, but -he is the cornerstone of the New Covenant, of abl
that pertains to it, particularly of the New Testament church.
J esus Ghmst not only rejected those who crucified ' him, but
he rejected their tradition, disregard€d their religioUS! and
·social distinctions, a11d he brought doom to the leaders and
to the nation of Israel. Those of us now either accept Christ
or reject him, we are either with hin1 o·r without him; we are
for Christ or we are · against Christ. To reject Christ is to
be doomed forever, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men wherJeby we must be saved.
Irving, Texas

STUDIES IN EPHESIANS
A New Book, Just From The... Press
ByR. C. BELL
A Series of Twenty Essays on The Letter of
Paul The Apostle, to The Church at Ephesus.
Carefully Prepared and Written By A Great
Bible Teacher .And as A Result of Many Years
of Teaching This Epistle in Classes of Young
People, Many of Whom Became Preachers of
The Gospel.
Neatly bound in heavy embossed blue paper covers. If you have a class in Eph1sians you will find
this a Yery fine class book.
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: 'Hiring a Preacher"
:...

L. R. Wilson
"Hiring A Preacher" is another term all too common today.
The only scripture of which I can think that might justifiably
be used to support such a,n idea is found in Luke 10:7. When
Jesus sent the , disciples out under the limited commission, he
declared that "the labourer iSJ worthy of his hire." But this
passage certainly has a very limited mea.n ing; it does not
carry the same idea that we have in mind when we now talk
about "hiring a preacher."

When we think of a "hired preacher" it is so difficult for
to separate the idea from what Jesus had in mind whe'n
1
he said, the "hireling" fleeth, "because h e is a hireling" (Jno.
10:13). Act-ually this idea iS' often carried over into practice.
Not only do the elderSl, and the members of the congregation,
;frequently look upon the preacher as .a "hireling", but the
preacher sometimes 'acts in the same manner. He puts his
services purely on a competitive basis.

JUS

Please do not misunderstand me. This is not alwn.ySJ true.
We have many excellent preachers among us, as good I believe
tas we have ever had, in ability and in mann~· of li~e. We
also have many good elders, and many good congregations. I
ce1ltainly do not want to leave the impression that I believe
all preachers, .elders and church memberSJ a.re going to the
devil.
On the other hand, I do want to warn against some dangerous tendencies among us. There are some corugregations who
think only of the preacher :as a "hired hand", and who should
be a "lackey" to his employers; and who may be "fired" at
:will-just as he is hired. When the preacher placeSJ his services purely on a competitive basis-so much work for so much
pay-and then when the congrega.tion looks upon his services
J.n the same way, the church work can never succeed as it
.should. There will be continued miS!Understandings; strife and
politicking .in the congregation.
To get rid of this sort of an idea, we need to sta1t out with
lthe use of the right kind of terms. First of all, it would ' be
better to talk about securing the services, or the ministry, of
someone in our work. The emphasis should be placed upon
the work of the individual, rather .t han upon the pay. · This is
not said to discourage congregations in supporting preachers
in their work. Neither is it said to di£courage pr~achers from
expecting enough support to live and care for their families
lin a respectable manner. On the other hand, we certainly
should place the emphasis where it belongSJ. In choosing a
preacher, we need to think in terms of se,l'Vice, co-oper.ation
and mutual helpfulness.
A congregation cannot "hire" a pre:aJCher to do its work. A
preacher should not be regarded as a "hireling." He should
not think of himself as being "over" a congregation; neither
should he think of himself as being "under the thumb" of a
congregation, or its• elders. Working together for the salva~
tion of souls, the edifying of the body' of Christ, and the glory
of God is a p artn€rship. We need to thinik in t ermS1 of how
we can all work together for the greatest possible good;
When all of us manifest this sort of spirit, there will be less
moving by the preachers;. They and the congregations will
strive to work out all their problems, to advance the cause of
the Lord Jesus Christ and to accomplish the greatest possible
good together. Let us get out of the habit of talking about
"hiring" and "firing" a preacher. Let us also get out of the
habit of thinking of the preacher as a "hireling." ·This idea
indicates that some of us are drifting far from shore. Let us
make an honest, conscientious effort to labor together for the
greatest possible good of all.
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Clarence C. Gobbel
Many figures of speech are employed by inspired writers
to b-ring out the many an-d varied aspects of the function of
the church in the world. We find that the church is spoken
of as a "Letter of Christ," emphasizing the viewpoint of its
being a divine message addressed to the world, and .showing
that we have a duty to see to it that this message must be
delivered to the ones to whom addressed, those in sin, and
darkness. Also Christians are spoken of as h·a ving their
.citizenship in heaven, or the church being a colony of heaven
'{ Phil. 3:20) . Also Paul writes to the Corinthians concerning
-their being "labo ers toget)J.er with God: ye are God's hus·.bandry (tillage) ye are God's building" ( 1 Cor. 3:9).
Also the same writers emphasize that we have enemies to
l'ight, battles to be waged, and thus are soldiers in the great
army of the LorJ.- Timothy is urged to "endure hardness
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 2:3) . We know
t'hat we are te fight in the great spiritual army of the Lord,
and that our warfare is not oarnal, l?,ut is for the express
purpose of: "Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself agai.nst \he knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Ch:r.-ist" ( 2 Cor. 10:5).
1. The captain ealls for volunteers. Our captain is he
who suffered, a nd was mooe perfect, as our captain, th_rough
the sufferings he- underw ent for us . We are told that, "For
it becam e him (God), for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make
the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings"
(He b. 2: 10). In order to perfect a captain for us, he went
through sufferings, sacrificing for man, and came forth
therefrom proven to be worthy to lead us in all our sufferings, temptations as well as our developments in his service
here below.
This great Captain, the Lord Jesus Christ, calls for volunteers for his army. The generals of the armies of our land,
conscript our young men to fill up the ranks not taken by
volunteers, but we can be assured that our liord will never
conscript us into his army. But he does call in tender and
pleading tones, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are
heavy laden , and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). He
promises us eternal rewards, and benefits beyond computation in this present life, if we volunteer to fight for him
and his cause. But he will not furce anyone to do it. However,
we can be assure-d that w·ben this life is over, he will force
us to take the consequences of a life lived in disregard to
his pleooing in'Vitation to accept him according to his word.
But that is the only time he will ever force anyone. Isn't it
so much better to accept him now, rather than to wait for
him to force us to take the consequences of not having done
so? Those who are conscripted to our country's army, are
used for a few years, at the most, and then are discharged.
But our Lord expects us to remain in his army during our
entire lifetime . We are expected to be willing to remain
faithful to his cause, fight for him through life's little day,
iuid th e crown of life will be ours to receive (Rev. ·2:10; Jas.
1: 12).
2. Our Captain expects us to fi ght. Timothy was exhorted to,
"F'ight the good fight of faith. Lay hold on eternal life,
. whereunto thou art also called" (1 Tim. 6:12). And Paul
says that h e was ready to go, because, "I have fought a
g oo& fi g ht, I have finish ed my course, I have kept the
faith" ( 2 Tim. 4:7). A soldier has the ri~ht to expect to
fight, an-El such is nonetheless true in the army of the Lord.
Of course, this fighting is not with carnal weapons, but with
that which is "mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds" of sin. This fighting is fer the purpose of
"casting down imaginations and every high thing that ex-
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alteth itself against the knowledge of God, aiUl bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." Every
high t-hing that is exalted above the knowledge of God; that
is, every teaching that fails to be according to the knowledge revealed concerning what we are to ·teach and practice, must be cast down in · our every effort to serve our Ood.
Also the very thoughts we think, must constantly be inobedience to the Christ. T·his takes valiant effort constantly,
and those who are afraid, or lazy cannot ·be f.aithful soldiers in this great army. No wonder ·so many that claim to be
soldiers of Christ, are affirming that we need to preach an
affirmative gospel only, never be on the negative; that is,
never eondemn sin in any form among the brethren, or of
the world. If the soldiers in our armies never broke up any
of the weapons, or fortifications of the e emy, would they,
coul-d they, make the proper advancement in the prosecution of war? Certainly not, as we all very well know.
It see~p.s to me that we have a fine thought p:resented us
in t-his very respect, when we read from Paul: "And having
in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled" ( 2 Cor. 10:6) . Are we, as public soldiers,
gospel preachers, always prepared to defend the truth , "revenge all disobedience"? Not only is this true of · gospel
preachers, hut others sho uld also be prepared, and more determined to stand against the fallile doctrines .of men, valiantly abl.e to combat error wherever it is found.
We are to be equipped with the various parts of the
Ohristian armor that Paul suggests in Eph. 6. After e exhorts to "take unto you the whole armor of God," ·he then
says, "Stand therefore." H takes some courage, and determination, and a lot of faith to stand. He mentions about five
weapons, which are a ll defensive; . that is, these are needed
in order for one to be prepared to thwart the darts of the
wicked. But is it enou~h to merely stand against the "fiery
darts of the wicked"? I think not, or no other weapon would
have been mentioned . But he goes ahead to say: "And the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." In order to
make inroads into the ran,ks of the enemy, to conquer the
hosts of error, to make ~ht the paths of darkness, the
sword of the Spirit must be wielded. This means to be prepared to give those in error, a "thus saith the Lord," when
they ask a "reason of the hope that is in you" (1 Peter 3:
15).
Yes, friends, to be a soldier in this Christian army, to be
a valiant part of the ohurch of our Lord, means more to
have our names enr~lled on the church register. It means
we are wearing the Christian armor, every part of it, daily,
and thus continuously ready to uphold the principles of
righteousness against all the hosts of error. If, and when
every Ghristian, in every community will thus be an integral,
and valiant part of this great Christian army, the hosts of
error, denominationa lism in all its ramparts, will begin to
crumble, and soon every thought will be made subservient
to Christ. God speed the day!

---------------------HUDSON TO ITALY

Herb Swinney
The church of Christ in Coleman, Texas, has consented to
sponsor Wyndal H. Hudson in the mission field of Italy. Wyndal and his wife, Wilma, are to leave for Ita ly as soon as
possible since his visa expires on August 31st of this year .
Brother Hudson was one of the original seven preachers who
landed in Italy <>n January 14, 1949, and for 32 months was
co-laborer with Cline Paden. He was there during the Cast el Gandolfo stoning and in Monte Comparti escaped injury of a
crude bomb accidentally set off by a small Italian boy who lost
his hand in the explosion. Brother Hudson's work in Italy
yielded 131 baptisms; 97 0f which were previ<>usly Catholics
and 34 were Baptists. He baptized three native Italians who
are today fulltime gospel . preachers. They are Aurelio Nori,
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who is sponsored by the church in Winters, Texas; Sam Corazza, who is sponsored by the church in Sherman, Texas; and
Buta Antonio, who is also sponsored by an American congregation.
The elders of the Coleman church are planzning for Wyndal
to work with the Padova church in the absence of Brother
Howard Bybee for one month, -after which, he is to begin work
in Leghorn, Italy. This . city has a population of 125,000 people with an American Fo1t within its premises. In this city,
Brother Hudson has been promised the Lutheran church building or a dining hall for religious services. An American Colonel has assured him of an American audience for religious
services.
Leghorn is a northern city of Italy and an industrial center. The people there are a more educated class than in the
southern section 'Of the country. At present, there are no
Christians in Leghorn. · The work in evangelizing this eity is
begun through the Bible correspondence course; contacting
prospects from house to house.
Brother Hudson, along with Herb Swinney, the local evangelist, are to tour the neighboring churches for additional help
in this endeavor. When Wyndal spoke to the church in Colemoan in its 'midweek .s ervice, there were 339 people present.
They were overjoyed tu know that they could have a part in
helping to convert souls of another land. If any congregation
wishes to hear Brother Hudson, please write or call the church
in Coleman, Texas.
The progress of the church in Italy has reached beyond our
expectations. There are now twenty-three congreg-ations composed of over 400 members who are faithful to the cause of
Christ. Realizing the experience and ability of Brother Hudson in the Italian work, the church is expecting great accomplishments in Leghorn. We solicit your prayers and help as .
together we lift up our eyes and look upon the fields that are
white unto harvest.

Cleansing The Temple
Waymon D. Miller
"And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jrerusalem,' and found in t.he temple those that sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the changes of money sitting: and when
he had made a scourge of smaH cords, he drove them all out"
of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out
the changers' ·money, and overthrew the tables; and said to
them that seld doves, 'Take these things hence; make not my
Father's house an house of merchandise' "(John 2:13-15).
It is most remarkable that the Lord's public ministry was
inaugurated in so tempestuous a manner. The first public
act of his ministry was one of astounding violence. He burst
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forth from a wilderness of obscurity with the ferocity of "the
Lion of the tribe of Judah," striking terror to those who defiled
the holy temple of God with their greed and commercialism.
Thunderbolts of his wrath were hurled at those who desecrated
and debased things high and holy.
The Lord was thus filled with furiDus contempt with what
he discovered in the temple of his day. It is wondered if this
striking example does not have an appropriate application for
our day. What do we suppose is his attitude toward conditionS>
he views in his temple now? If the same or similar spirits are
prevalent now as then, do we imagine that he views them
with less contempt and disgust? If he was so enraged and
driven to such caustic action against those who debased the
true mission of the temple, what of his attitude toward conditions that in our day have diverted and obscured the true mission of his church? Are there existent in his present temple
situations that would also arouse his wrath?.
Institutionalism
The primitive purity of the church was o~ce destroyed by
ecclesiasticism, or the formation of the church into an institutional hierarchy. The church is today confronted with a
grave danger of the same nature. One of the greatest menaces today to preserving the pristine simplicity of the Lord's
religion is again the emergence of an institutional spirit.
This form of human heresy would puU down heavenly things
to an earthly level, secularize spiritual principles, and carnalize and institutionalize every aspect of the spiritual temple of
God. The heavenly temple is renovated and reconstructed,
its living stones shaped in a materialistic mold, and this divine
temple is constructed along institutional lines. '
The sale of oxen, sheep, doves, and money-changing in our
text was not forbidden in the temple. It was a service of
great convenience to those visiting from afar, and it was only
the abuse of this service that filled the Lord with contempt.
Just so in our ·day some harmless and permissible services may
be exposed to dangerous abuse. Our colleges, orphan homes,
missionary endeavors, journals, and the like, can also burst
the bounds of their order ly spheres. The impression seems
to be that some of these are now desperately striving for the
~mastery, for prominence, for authority, for control.
We are in no manner opposed to amy of these works when
- they are mindful of their ~pheres of service, but when they
violate their provinces and seek to tower above the church
itself, then they become dangerous and even enemy institutions to the Lord's work. For example, the promulgation of
the gospel is a prime function of the church. This is undisputed, and the church generally is not fuliy discharging this
;responsibility. But when mission efforts are so organized that
ithe organization itself dominates the church; if it is operated
to accrue glory to the organization itself, to po.pularize a
preacher who may be prominent in the org-anization, to bestow
carnal prestige upon the congregation "sponsoring" or promoting the program, 'then at these points this mission ~f the
church is sectarianized and profaned.
There .are despicable intimations common among us today
that this college, this paper, this missionary organiz-ation, this
orphan home, or this program- is simply indispensable to the
churc.h itself! Human schemes are alway'S great in the eyes
of thos-e who contrive them. Surely it is not extreme to state
that we today face the danger of institutions fastening themselves like leeches upon the church and sucking out its real
life's blood. May God remove the scales forming on our
eyes, and help us to see the church itself as the grandest, most
sublime institution on earth. It is the church itself-not colleges, papers, organizations, adjuncts, programs, annexesfor which the Savior shed his precious blood. May he help us
in our concepts· of things not to allow the Dffspring to rock
the cradle, nor the tail to wag the dog! ' We are gradually
, allowing ourselves to be drugged with human schemes, which
render us the more insef!sible to superlative, divine spiritual
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principles. If I know the true tenor of the gospel message, I
firmly believe that if the Lord visited his temple ttiday personally he would drive out in fervent contempt all who would
turn the church of God into a bevy of secular institutions.
Materialism
These sensual, money-m3.d J ews of the temple were summarily expelled because their hearts were saturated with a
.rnaterialistic spirit. They cared but little in reality for the
:high spiritual end of their commerce. They were interested
lJrimarily in the excessive revenue produced by their merchandising.
How far are we today, we who consti~ute the holy· temple of
God, re~oved from this materialistic. 'spirit? At t imes it
seems that the true, resonant ring of spiritual tones is fading
away, while we are accenting with clanging crescendo a discordant materialistic strain. All about us we see the church
assessing its worth and progress with a material measure. We
are, it seems, fastly becoming unbalanced in our evaluation of
moxtar, mud, stone a;nd steel. While we have entered a great
race to enhance our material resources, have we left our souls
behind? Do we "look on things after the outward appearance?" (2 Cor. 10 :7) .
.How sensual it is when we seek , to tabulate the progress
of the church in terms of palatial buildings, earthly holdings,
and worldly appearances. Are we erring in polishing the vessel vlithout? Ho;v is it Within? How carnal it is to size up
our values by this business of nose-counting, and with pret_e~
tious advertisements of ·o ur numerical, monetary and phys1cal
strength. Real spiritual strength and p1"ogress cannot be
measured in a bucket, or computed upon a comptometer! How ·
many of our reports advertise the fact that the church has
grown deeply in piety, consecration, sanctification, holiness
of. heart' ·a nd life, and devotion to the principles of Christ?
And what other growth, apart from these, is real1y worth
noting? Yes, we are filling our church buildings, and breaking former records. Have we stopped to ask, "What with?"
Are our buildings filled with real converts, are the hearts of
our . people vibrant with real love for Christ and one another,
are our pews packed with those truly pious, and are these
~X:ternal signs symptomatic of fervent spiritual progress? If
not, our numbers are misleading, our true worth misrepresented, and our genuine progress is being appraised superficially. Let us put from us all this gaudy glamor, this emphasis upon externals, this exaggeration of material values which
can gnaw the spiritual heax:t out of the church! Pride, pomp,
and pageantry are opposed to the simple, unassuming air
breathed by the servants of Christ.
How we have come to judge spiritual things by materialism!
Oft~n we hear the progress of a church judged by its impressive house of worship. Or we think of a preacher's success
in terms of the clothes he wears, the expensive car he drives,
the saze of the church for which he preaches, the amount of
his salary, or the magnificence of his manse! In such distorted judgment, let us recall the tragic example of Laodicea.
She judged herself materiallY', saying, "I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing." But the Lo rd
looketh beneath her glittering external veneer, examined her
heart, and pronounced different jud~ent_. He asked of her,
"Knowest not that thou -art wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked?-" Laodicea had lavishly adorned the
body, but left the soul naked. Is this our present attitude
toward material things? God help us not to become inebriated with external, and exult in munr;lane, material values.
When this we do, the Lord will vomit us out of his mouth and
ride his t emple of our defilement.
Pastors and Preachers
Can our clear-thinking brethren very courageously deny
the monstrous abuse of eur located-minister system? Do we
:r{ot assert in theory of church polity that the bishops are ·

Tuesday,

Mar~h

31, 1953.

peers of the flock, and gospel evangelists are subservient to
them? In theory we are unassailably right and scriptural_.
But what of our practice?
Has there not been a growing tendency to relegate the elders
to a figurehead office, and bestow upon them a mere meaning- '
less name and office? Bas there not been a sweeping trend
to elevate the evangelist above them, and place in his hand in
fact and act the scepter of the church? Have we not in reality
transferred many of the real pastoral responsibilities from the
elders to the minister-such duties as counsel, spiritpal care,
seeking out los t sheep, visitation, and the like? We require
our preachers to be expert politicians, publicity men, diplomats,
program-promoters, director s of church affairs, and the real
vital cogs of local machinery. It seems in our day preaching
the gospel has· become a mere sideline for the gospel preacher!
' If he is a real power in the pulpit, a resourceful and tireless
student of the word, a skillful teacher of divine truth- well,
these qualifications may be desirable, but we seem to attach .
only secondary importance to them! They seem to have become only incidental requirements of the job expected of him.
And the tragedy is that unfortunately many of u~» preachers
seem to adore this role! How much clamor for carnal glory,
crowding to the center of t'he stage, basking in the blaring
blaze of limelight, striving for pre-eminence, grasping greedily for personal emoluments, political intrigu.es, and craving
lfor prestige, recognition and plaudits there seems to be among
us! Are many of us not perfectly pleased to be pressed into
the position of a common sectarian pastor, else why do we
receive such positions without protest ? Why do we not more
frequently raise our v·oices against such vices? Why do we
not decry this distortion of the simple service of a New Testament evangelist? Do we by our silence assent to such abuses
of the divine -order of things? Are we content to allow the
Lord's temple service to become debased by a professj.onal
pastorism and clerical control? Will we place ourselves in the
background, and return the honor of leading t he flock of God
to the presbyters, satisfying ourselves to work in simple subjection to them ?
Conclusion
Have we in this study indulged in acid exaggerations of existent realities? Have we spoken of fact or fiction? How
extremely fortunate for the .eaus-e of Christ it would be if these
charges were simply fanatical fulminations. We have not deliberatelY' sought to present extreme charges, but to sound a
warning against what we believe existing evil tendencies. We
harbor no presentiment of a doctTinal departul"e or apostasy
in the church, but is a material one lesS! degenerating? May
the Lord's people not become blindfolded by carnality, and
plunge headlong into the . 1'tagnant, offensive slough of sectarianism, materialism and institutionalism.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does the Bible

Say~

Is It Not Eno.ugh Just To Be Religious?
There is a definite revival of interest in religion! As a
symptom of this revival of interest the Norwalk (Connecticut)
Hour recently devoted its entire front page to an editorial on
the theme, "In the Balance--the Chri~tian World." The gist
of the editorial is summed up in this sentence: "We urge
each American-you and your friends and neighbors-to give
a little more of yourselves to Goa's purpose for you when he
gave you your life!"
I am thankfu1 to see this rising tide of concern about religious values. But it is not enough for us just to be religious.
We must seek the truth of God in religion as we do in science
and ·history. We must go to the Bible, the word of God, and
use the intelligence God gave us to find out what is true
and what is false in religion.
Paul t eaches us this principle in his dealings with the citizens of Athens as recorded in Acts 17. Athens was a center
of religious and philosophical thought. When Paul began to
tell some of the thinkers about Jesus they brought him up to
fhe rocky prominence called "Mar's Hill" and asked him to
describe his doctrine. (One of the greatest thrills of visiting
Greece is to stand on this site where Paul spoke.)
Paul said: "Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things
ye are very religious. For as I passed along, and observed
the objects of your w<>rship, I found also an altar with this
inscription, To An Unknown God. What therefore ye worship
in ignorance, this I set forth unto yo~" (Acts 17:22).
The Athenians were very religious. They had dozens of
gods and goddesses, and had even erected an altar to the unknown God. But they worshipped in ignorance. They needed
the revelation of God through Jesus Christ. So Paul preached
to them. He disclosed to them that the true and living God .
did not dwell in- temples made with hands. He told them that
God made all nations !of men cf one blood "that they should
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he is not far from each one of us: for in him we
live, and move, and have our being . . . ."
Then Paul called upon these religious people to repent because God has-· appointed a day of judgment and has given
proof of that by raising his Son fr<>m the dead. When the
r.esurrection of Jesus was boldly proclaimed some scoffed at
the idea, but others indicated they want to hear more. A few
believed and stayed with Paul.
.T his wonderful. sermon speaks to us today of the importance
of knowing the true God and learning how to serve him. Many
today are like the Athenians, "very religious", but they have
never studied God's book to learn what he wants them to do.
May I challenge you again to check every religious view by
the Bible. It is our infallible standard. It will furnish us
unto every good work (2 Timothy 3 :17).

IS SINGING, WORSHIP?
P. W. Stonestreet

"The Restoration Movement Is Marching On" is the title
of a 1951 book by H. A. Stone, 2409 Milvia Street, Berkeley,
California. The title implies there is more to restore, which
may be true, but it should not be exploited to the point of
urging, as the a uthor does, that all possessions be laid p.t
the apostles' feet for distribution, for there are no apostles
at whose feet to lay things now. Nor do the 'apostles ·have
successors . But caring for distressed saints and expediting

the spread of the gospel is amply provide<f for without apostles in the flesh. Among the good observations the book
makes is : "A Christian experience before becoming a Christian" is "a bit complicated."
But the author himself makes a statement that is much
complicated. After disparaging the idea that either vocal or
instrumental music is worship, he adds: "Neither is it suggested once that either vocal or instrumental music might,
could, would, or should be used in or as a part of worship
at any time nor in any place" (page 4 0) .
L-et us see. Interpreting Isaiah, Ghrist says:, "This people
honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me;
in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrine the precepts of men" (Mark 7:6, 7). Inasmuch as "teaching as doctrine the precepts of men" is vain worship, thereby inspiration implies that teaching as doctrine the precepts of Christ
is true worship. We may faithfully infer what is so plainly
implied by inspiration, just as if it were specified.
Alongside the above text I place this one: "Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another witp. psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God"
(Col. 3: 16). From the first text we learn that teaching is
worship and from the second we learn that singing is teaching. So it is even syllogistically true that : Teaching is worship. Singing is teaching. Therefore singing is worship. No
claim is made that all singing is worship or even meant to
be worship.
Unfortunately for the author's claim, instrumental music
on the same ·occasion with the same intent is also worship,
but it is vain worship, because it does not have the stamp of
divine approval in Christian worship. True, as tire author
suggests, worship is an individual matter; as much so as
obedience, purpose and sincerity. Yet any number of individuals may worehip assembled together. There is a fine dis- ·
tinction between service, worship and praise. But since all may
be combined on the same occasion, contrary to the author's
claim, such an. occasion may be properly called a "worship
service." Even though we do not find that phrase verbatim
in the Scriptures, the idea is there in principle. Neither do
we find the phrase "Bible sh1dy" verbatim in the Scriptures,
but the idea is there in principle.
The- two requisites to Christian worship are "in spirit and
truth" (John 4:23 )-not in spirit or in truth, but in spirit
and in truth-referring to divine truth and thEi worshipper's
own spirit. The worshipper is to observe the truth and govern ·his spirit acco.rdingly. One's own spirit has to do wi..th
motives, sincerity, etc. No wonder Solomon pays so high a
tribute to the one "that ruleth his spirit." One's spirit is essential to Christian worship and is capable of eternal existence. Pro and con appraisals of other peints of the book
could be given, but it is wise to boil down what is said in
a single article that the average reader may have time a-n d
inclination to read it.

'
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EDITORIAL

BffiLE LECTURESHIP

"The Fourth Annual Lectureship," "Sponsored by
Churches of Christ" in Fort Worth, Texas, was brought
to a conclusion on Friday, March 20, with an address
by the Editor of the Firm Foundation on the subject:
"A Plea For Unity." This is now the fourth year of
these lectureships, And the one just closed, had the
distinction of being largest, so far as attendance goes,
of any in the entire ~eries. The manner of directing
these meetings is a little wnu&ual. They were held
in fifteen different auditoriums, of the thirty churches
of Christ now in existenceAn the city of Fort Worththree meetings held each day, one at each of three
different places. The hours for these different meetings were 10 a.m., 2:30 p.m., and 7:30 p.m. The
speakers were carefully selected, and for the most
part were undoubtedly loyal, faithful and capable representatives for the churches in support of the common
faith, the gospel of Christ, and men who are known
as true and tried exponents of the sound doctrine of
the Christ and equally as well known and approved as
opposers, not only of false doctrines from without but
for many and manifest derelictions, faults, failures and
inexcusable neglect and misconduct from those that
are within· the church.
There are many fault finders and self-appointed critics, murmurers and complainers as in the days of the
Savior. I study their findings with patience, and analyze them with the greatest care, for I . am always
anxious lest there should be on the part of any of my
brethren a departure from the living God. I find that
in most instances these long, drawn-out and doleful
deliveries of pessimism have originated where personal
and selfish interests are involved, are wholly within
the realm of opinion and not in ·a ny manner within
the range of faith, and, that without exception, those
who are most conspicuous in finding fault with what
preachers and churches are doing, are doing almost
nothing themselves. True it may be better to do nothing than to do the wrong thing, if it really be true
that something wrong is being done. But the trutli
of all things that are hypothetical, must at the first
be established, before we declare by implication or
otherwise, that a thing has been said or done that has
neither been said nor done, and then proceed to take
this •a.s a premise from which to reason, and reach
conclusions that are unsafe, untrue, illogical and, of
course, unscriptural. But to do nothing is about the
most unscriptural, unsafe, and dangerous course to
which the intelligence of a spiritually-minded man can
direct his energies, when the inspired word of the
living God has said to such a man: "Be always abounding in the work of the Lord." Brethren, the work of
the Lord must be done and your part of it and mine
must be done while we live. If it is a terrible thingto
'
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do wrong, it is a frightfully awful and terrible thing
to do nothing. The fearful maledictions of heaven have
been uttered against those who say and do not:- To
that class of leaders and teachers it was, you will recall, that the Savior said: "How can you escape the
' damnation of hell?" From the time we start in the
Master's service till we shall answer the signal of
life's setting sun to enter the eternal rest that awaits
the faithful, we are under the most serious obligation
to respond to heaven's mandate to seek and to save
the lost. To spend one-half of our time in faultfinding
d the other half in doing nothing is about the
most dangerous piece of ungodly and unscriptural misconduct and about the most disgraceful behavior to
the profession of a Christian that was ever reflected
in the history of the human race. "To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not to him it is sin."
I heard many comments favorable to the speakers
on the program. The addresses were well prepared and
were of an order that would help and encoumge those
who .are trying to live ·as the Lord requires. My time
permitted me to hear but one of the addresses other
than my own. That was the one delivered by Brother
Dean Brookshire at Northside on "Other Dangerous
Trends Among Us." I thought that the speech was one
of the finest r have ever heard. Brother Brookshire
spoke for nearly an hour with the deepest earnestness
on the pitfalls along the pathway of the Christian life,
and the urgent need of a helping hand of love and
sympathy, of brothers and sisters -in . the Lord with
the new members and with the wayward ones; and of
the/tremendous responsibility of all leaders-teachers,
preachers, elders and deacons-in regard to soundness
as to the things taught, and the very important matters of instruction in the conduct of Christians in matters of discipline. It was a masterful address. Brother
Brookshire is oat this time serving as a minister for
the church at Plainview, Texas. He goes soon to labor
with one of the fine, growing congregations in Lubbock.
Some of the brethren have found fault with lectureships; they don't like them. They· even say that
they are entirely unscriptural, and that the brethren
should not deliver lectures. Well it is true that the
word "lecture" is not found in the Bible. Shall we just
call these lectures sermons? But we do not fine¥ the
word "sermon" in the Bible. We find the word "speech"
in the Bible.; maybe all will agree that this is a safe
word. Well, we usually try to fit our vocabulary as
best we can to give adequate expression to the thing
we are trying to talk about. Personally, I find' no objection to the use of either of the words, "sermon,"
and "lecture." The fifteen lectures given by fifteen
men were just simply fifteen carefully prepared gospel sermons delivered by fifteen gospel preachers. The
addresses themselves were admonitory, hortatory, and
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evangelistic, in keeping with the manner of work
usually done by gospel preachers from the days of Paul
down to this good day of grace 1953 in which we live.
Criticisms of preachers' meetings and lectureships
among the churches of Christ have all been advanced
so far as I have seen, on the assumption or at leas£
the implication that the meetings were legalistic in
reference to the affairs of the church. To the contrary, they are simply in the nature of what are
generally called gospel meetings, protracted meetings,
and sometimes revival meetings.
The complete program was sent us for earlier publicatitm but it is our sincere regret that it was inadvertently omitted from our columns at that time. I't
is here given in its entirety:
l'tiONDAY

10:00 A.M ........,Calmon:t Avenue; CalmQnt and Montgomery.
"The N€ed for Better Bible Schools." 1. Aims and Purposes,
2. Weaknesses of Today. R. B. Sweet, Austin, Texas.
2:30 P.M.-Castleberry, 1025 Merrit. "The Danger of Modernism," "The Danger of Higher Education." Mardell Lynch,
Pecos, Texas.
7:30 P.M.-Arlington Heights, o001 El Campo. "Attitude
Toward the Scriptures." 1. Perfection, 2. Authority, 3. Power.
Bryan Vinson, Denton, Texas.
TUESDAY

10:00 A.M.-Meadowbrook, 2&01 Oakland Bou"Ievard. "The
Need for Better Teachers and Better Helps in Bible Schools."
Logan Buchan,tn, Dallas, Texas.
2: 3 0 P .M.-Oaklawn, 4 6 0 9 Wic·hita. "The Danger of Ecclesiasticism." Frank Dunn, Dallas, Texas.
7:30 P.M.-Polytechnic, Avenue "I" and Little. "Salvation By Faith Through Grace." George Stephenson, Wichita
Falls.
WEDNESDAY

10: 0 0 ·A.M. -Birdville, Carson and Broadway. "Teaching
Activities of the Church Other Than the Bible School."
Thomas L. Campbell, Anson, Texas.
2:30 P.M.-Diamond Hill, 2916 Deen Road. "The Danger
of Worldliness." Wallace Gooch, Waco, Texas.
7: 3 0 P.M.-Riverside, 2 7 01 E. B€lknap. "Identifying the
Lord's Church." Harvey Scott, Wewoka, Oklahoma.
THURSDAY

10:30 A.M.-Vickery Boulevard, 1632 E. Vickery. "Improving Our Worship in Song." 1. Developing Congregational
Singing, 2. D€veloping Local Leaders . Texas Stevens, Dallas,
Texas.
2:30 P.M.-Highland Park, 1200 E . Richmond. "The Danger of Softness." Frank Cox, Mineola, Texas.
7:30 P.M.-Southside, College Avenue and West Leuda
Street. "Catholicism, Denominationalism or Christianity. Eldred Stevens, Nashville, Tennessee.
FRIDAY

10:00 A.M.-Rosemont, 4041 Ryan. "Woman's Work in
the ·church.'' Luther Roberts, Corsicana, Texas.
2:30 P.M.-Northside, 20th and N. Lincoln. "Other Dangerous Trends Among Us." Dean Brookshire, Plainview, Tex.
7:30 P.M.-West Berry, 2701 West Berry. "A Plea For
UJ:tity." G. H . P. Showalter, Austin, Texas .
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THANKS TO OUR OIROULATION WORKERS

Since we all know that tjle greater the circulation of the
paper the greater the good that may be done, the efforts of
our friends in extending the circulation are very greatly appreciated. In the first place, the more papers we print, the
more economical is the . printing. And in the second place
we have a correspondingly greater opportunity for teaching
the truth and saving the lost. We are very thankful for
the fine list of subscriptions. Is your name among them?
Remember, tiie subscriber saves $1.00 on each year of subscription, and anyone may subscribe for as many years as
he may wish in a club. We are enclosing a club subscription
blank for the better convenience of our club workers.
No.- of Clubs·
Name
State
J. M. Home-r ____:... __________ Texas ------------------ 9
Mrs. Ethyl Martin ----------Texas ------------------ 6
H. E. Clegham -------------Texas ------------------ 7
W. A. Gardner ------------Te-xas ------------------ 8
C. Y. Pettigrew ------------Texas ---------------- - - 7
0. D. Beard ---------------Calif. ----------------- - 8
6
J . H. McCoy --------------Texas
Mrs. J . H. Izard -----------Colorado ---------------- 8
S. J. Stem ----------------Texas __ ________________ 14
Glenn E. Jeffery -----------Okla. ------------------- 7
Mrs. M. Turnbow ------ - ---Kentucky --------------- 6
N. A. Shaw ---------------Texas ------------------ 6
S. H. Hall ----------------Tenn. ----------------- - 5
Mrs. H. C. Fudge ----------Texas ------------------ 6
7
Mrs. J. M. Waits -----------Texas
Granville Jones ------------Texas ------------------ 7
Clifford Wilson ------------Texas __________________ 14

Jimmy Wood --------------Texas ------------------ 7
T. F. Sinclair -------------Calif. _________ .:.. ________ 6
Roger Puckett -------------Okla. _ _:_ __ _____________ _ 8
D. M. McQuiddy ------------Calif. __ ________________ 13
G. E. Lingo ---------------Texas __________________ 15
Dick Riggs ----------------Okla. -------------------11
J. E. Adair ---------------- T!Jxas --- --------------- 6
Mrs. B. M. Doggett ------- --Texas ------------------ 8
Mrs. T. J. Coffee -----------Texas ------------------ 6
R. V. Wood ----------------Texas -----------'-------11
Oliver Cunningham ---------Okla. ------------------- 5
Malcolm s ·m ith ------------Texas - ----------------- 7
Foster Ramsey ------------Okla. ______ __ ___________ 12
Mack Banks ---------------Texas ·------------------ 8
Jim Taggart ---------------Texas ------------ ------ 6
E. M. ~own --------------Texas ------------------ 6
8
W. A. Johnson ------------Texas
Mrs. Boyd Peyton . ______ _ _ __ calif. - ----------------- 6
Jeanette Maxwell ___________ calif.
6
Glenn Bishop --------------Texas ------------------ 8
J. N. Dellinger ------------Washington ------------- 6
Theron Bohannan __________ calif. ------------------ 9
Mrs. L. V. (}ailey_.-- __________ Texas ------------------ 6
Robert Waller -------------Texas __________________ 10
J. R. Hug·hes --------------Texas ------------------ 6
Boyd Taylor --------------Texas ----------------- '6
Mrs. C. T. Graves ----------Texas __________________10
L. L. Stern ---------------Texas ------------------ 7
Dalton Voss _______________ Okla. _ ______ __________ __ 21
E. N. McCoy ---------------Texas __________________ 10
J. Earl Windser ------------Okla. ----- -------------- 6
Mrs. Willie Morton --------- Texas ------------------ 7
C. King -------------------Texas ------------------ 4
Mrs. M. E. Blake __________ New Mex. --------------- 6
S. H. Hall ----------------Tenn. ------------------ 5
J . 0. Jones ________________ Ark. ------------------- 5
Mrs. Jack Dennis -----------Okla. -------------------17
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F ·O UN DATI 0 N'

A. L . Tabor _______________ Okla. ------------------ - 6
Mrs. W. E. Killough ________ N. Mex. ---------------- 6
Mrs. W . J. Goffnet _______ _ _ Texas ------------------ 7
.J. K .• ·Bentley --------------Texas ------------------ 6
______·____________ 14
Glen B.-·. Bishop ----------- -Texas
Frank' ·Chism --------------Calif. ------------------ 6
Maude Newberry ___________ Texas __________________ 10
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Claude Rob ertson ----------Okla. ------------------- 6
A. A . Walker --------------Texas ------------------ 6
Johnny Richter ------------Texas ---------- -------- 6
Sallie C. Small ____________ Calif.

-----------------______ ____________ 119

Mrs. A. C. Oxley -----------Texas
Doc Edwards ----'-----------Texas ------------------ 7
8
J. R. Womack -------------Texas
7
Mrs. · Ruby Davis -----------Texas
W. H. Hamm --------------Texas ------------------ 6

J. M. Lambert -------------Texas ------------------ 7
F. E. Sewell ----------~----New Mex. _____·_____-____ 6
I

1

FROM THE - HARVEST FIELD

Ralpl1 R. Givens, 555 - 12th St., Yuma, Ari zona, March 16: Since my last report to
the Firm Foundation thr ee have be en re-stored and three baptized.
..I
Ted '\V. 1\IcElroy, Uvalde, Texas, March 16:
:Brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr., did the preaching in a gospel meeting here, March 8-15.
Sermons were excellent, interest was keen,
and nine were baptized.
Howard Casada, Great Bend, Kansas,
March 23: "Another was baptized yesterday.
I enjoyed speaking to a large group of the
young people of this• area in a meeting at
St. John recently.
B. E. Bnwcom, 926 N. C St., Arkansas
Kansas, Ml!rch 24: Within the last two
days two have been baptized, two
placed membership a.'nd one restored
the Christian church.

Clty,
Sunhave
from

Virgil Be11tley, 201 West 6th St., Cordell,
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
Oklahoma, aMrch 16:
T.wo baptized here Drive, San Antonio, Texas, March 19: Thre e
March 15.
placed membership with the West Avenn e
church Sunday. Attendance i s vef-y fine in
Fred -eustis, Haskell, Texas, March 18: a ll services.
After n ear ly five years of work with the
Central Congregation in Beaumont we are
Roy Burg·ess, 1\lnys,v flle, Alabama, March
moving to Haskell, Texas, to work with the 19: We are reaching for 200 in Bible study
congregation there.
in spite of a breal<-down In our bus. Two
baptized Sunday. A welcome to ' all who
A. .E. Wickl•a.m, Coshocton, Ohio, March come this way.
17: We had two splendid crowds at the
IDast Main Street church of Christ in this
Silas Triplett, 812 Clarl<, Marlin, Texas,
city last Lord's day.
One person came March 23: Two have been baptized the last
from the Christian church and took her two weeks. Inter est increasing in our prostand with us. The church is still growing. gram over KMLW, 1010 kc., at 8:45 each
Sunday morning. It Is doing lots of good.
George Tft>ps, 211 W . Grand, Jackson, Ten nessee, March 17: One was baptized last
James M. Benson, Box 373, Lepanto, ArkSunday. Several have been restored and id en- ansas, March 16: Two have been restored
tified in recent weeks. My first meeting and one baptized here recently. Constructhis year is with Alvis Miller · and the 5th tion is well under way on our new three
Aveue church in Rome, Georgia.
bedroom brick ven eer minister's hoine.

Elders, Sayre, Oklahoma, March 16: This
Clarence c. Gobbel, Ajo, Arizona, March
is to let these interested in the work at
Sayre know that we have employed Mack 16: I began preaching in a meeting yesterCurrey to work with us ·when Reginald day. A fine group of Christians here with
Beaver leaves in June. We appreciated all Brother John M. Burnett for their preach er.
the inquiries concerning this work.
We hope for a good meeting. Our spring
me e ting at Tucson with Rober.t Bell preachT. B. Underwood, Jr., Robstow n, Texas, in g will be held April 1-12. We are looking
March 24: Eight additions recently, three forward to a fine meeting.
baptisms. After April 1, our new address
will be 1027 South 14th S·treet, Chickasha,
Jolin H. Lanier, Seagoville, T exas, March
Oklahoma. We will be with the 16th and 18: Brother Neal Mars hall of Ft. Worth is
Florida church in that city.
to be with us in a meeting the third and
fourth Lord's d ays in July . • We are looking
Joe H. 1\lorris, 2707 Ky Avenue, Paducah, forward to a good meeting.
I have the
K entucky, March 23: Clements Street en- first and second Sundays in July open for
joyed a great week last week. Every phase a m eeti n g as song director. Choice tim e for
of the work increased. One was baptized, s umm er. I will go anywhere.
on!l restored and one by memb evship. We
look forward to greater things as the weathIU. R. Phillips, Victoria,\ T exas , March 23:
er conditions settle.
I began a fine meeting tonight with Brother
A . F. Thurman and the good brethr en in
Bill Thompson, Lufkin, Texas, March 21: Electra, Texas. Fine crowds for the first
I concluded a meeting at Marietta, Oklaho- .service a nd we are lookin g forward to a
ma, last Sunday night.
Three were bap- great me et ing. The work goes well at hom e
tized. Brother Au s tin Taylor l ed the sing- in Victoria. Vi sit us at 905 North 'Cameron
ing.
Brother Cled Wallace preached at when passing through .
Fourth and Groesbeck the two Sund ays I
E. D. Green, 221 E. Garfield Street, Del
was away, and one fine m a n was r ec laim ed.
Rio, T exas, 1-farch l.7: Thr ee baptisms and
Tice Elkb1s, 4428 Gresham St., San Diego two restorations since our last r eport. The
9, California, March 21: I am gaining some, churc h in Del Ri o continues to move along
but it will be many months yet before I can s moothly. Brother Wilson Wallace is t o be
work. I now have a supply of "Sou nding with the Del Rio congregation the tllird and
of Seven T r umpets" on hand, also my Otller fourth Sundays in April in a meeting. If
books for sale. You can get these by order- you h a pp en to be in this vicinity, visit the
ing from me a t this address.
meeting.
C. W. Scott, 301 N. W .52nd St., Miaml,
Florida, March 10 : Jam es P. Mille r ass isted
7th Avenue churc h in seven good services
March 2-7. Attendance was very good on
the par-t of all congregations of the area.
Brother Miller's sermons were most instructive and inspiring. Two were baptized and
one res tored March 1.

Edward J. Craddock, 1714 Cass Street,
Nashv ill e, Tennesse,e, March 13: I begin the
St. Augustine, Florida, meeting where Ralph
Lemon is located March 22.

William H. Price, Exeter, California, March
17: My part in th e meeting in Selma, California, closed February 25th with eight being baptized. Int erest was running so high
the brethren continued for two nights with
Bert Wilson doing the preaching an d bapltizin g six. This is one of the fastest grow ing works in the valley. Brother Wilson is
doing a fine work with them.

Noal• s. Bates, Route 2, Sunnyside,' Washington, March 11: Since my last report, one
has been baptized and two placed members hip. W e have j ust closed a short meeting
with W. C. Harrison of Cottage Grove, Oregon, doing the preaching.
1\lalcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Huntington Park, California., March 18: Sunday
one more was baptized here and one was
restored.
We have a
daughter,
Kaye
Elaine, added to our home, bringing our
family to two boy s and two girls.
Floyd Embree, 1203 Merchant, Artesia,
N ew Mexico, March 19: Two have been baptiz ed and two restored recently. Our meeting begins next Wednesday night with
Brother A . H. Kennam er of Midland doing
the preaching.
R. H. Bankes, Jr., Box 36, Pottsboro, Texas, March 19: I am to begin work with
. the East Main S t reet church in Shawnee,
Oklahoma, next month. My address will be
1331 East Eleventh.
Our work here has
been enjoyable and very fruitful. My suecessor has not be en s-elected.
Le,·oy Bh·ens, P. 0. Box 734, Gad sde n,
Alabama, March 23: Four baptisms and one
restoration yesterday. Attendance and interest co ntinu e to increase each weelc May
17th we shall begin a gospel m eet ing with
Brother G. C. Brewer doing the preaching.
On May 19th the chorus of D av id Lipscomb
College will be with us.
William Daines, 819 Mai.n St., Charleston,
West Virginia, March 18: The annual lec ture progra m of the churches of Christ of
Ohio and West Virginia will be held thi s
year ·at th e Park Aveue and Main Street
congregation in Charleston, West Virginia,
the Lord willing. The time is August 1721. Subjects and speakers will be announced
later.

-
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Herb Swinney, Coleman, Texas: Two reJoe w. Crumley, 500 So. Roberts, El Reno,
Oklahoma, Marc.h 20 :~ FJ'llur, ,ba~i'!e~!,,;wit)lin. stored and two placed membership here recently. One r estoration was from the First
last three weeks.
Christian Church.
E. C. McU:enzie, Box 1164, Montgome.-y,
Chnule Robertson, Haskell,
Oklahoma,
Alabama, March 23:
Th e Catoma Street
con gregatio n is moving along stea dily. Two March 1: Six h ave been baptized and. two
were added to our worldng forces yest erday restored s ince last report. Our Bible school
attendance continues to be good. We are to
by membership.
ins tall new pews in the near future.
RnYJnon<l c. Kelcy, 2117 N.W. 21st Street,
~ Preston Cotluom, 2000 Oakland Boulevard,
Barton ·navis, 447 West Ross, Farmin gton,
Since i began work w ith the
Fort Worth, Texas, March 24: Sunday was March 21:
a good day for the Meadowbrook co.ngre- Tenth and Francis church in Oklahoma City New Mexico, March 17: In order to accomgation, a record Bible school attendance last November there have been thirteen bap- modate the large atendance, the Northside
on~ baptized, one res~tor ed, and one placed tisms, nine restorations, ·and fifteen· to place church in Farmington, New Mexico, has
memb ership. I began here at McCamey last membership. Our meeting begins tomorrow ,started having two Sunday morning. serv ices. Last Sunday, the first time two ser~
evening with a full ho,u se.
E xtra chairs with Cleon Lyle s pr each ing.
ic es were held, · all previous records were
were u sed. .A man and his wife, who had
Raynumd DeSpain, Blanco, T exas, March broken in attendance and contribution. Durbeen out of dUty for 15 years were r esto red.
24: I hav e just return ed from a very inter- ing the past six months m<;>re than r"orty
Choice L. Bryant, 165 South 1.5th Street, es ting meeting with th e church in Eldorado, h ave been added to the . membership of the
Salem, Oregon, March 20: Brother Bud Ir- Texas . One was baptized. Brother Quentin congr egation and the Bible · school attend vine served us well as visiting evangelist Dunn is their local preacher, and is doing ance has increased by more than fifty yer
in a protract ed meeting which closed March a good work. The work here continues to Lord's day.
13. Ther e were two baptisms and four con- grow. Two more were baptizea March 15.
Oliver C.
Cunningham,
406 Chestnut,
fessions of wrong during the meeting. There They came out of Roman Catholicism. Still
ha-ve been two baptized since then. We also more people are having their eyes opened Cookeville, Tennessee, March 16: Today I
r ece ived permission from President Everett
have b aptized three inmates of the Oregon and are coming to the light.
D erryberry to hold a weekly meeting for
, State Penitentiary since last report.
~
Jack Cox, Enid, Oklahoma, March 20: The lthe church of Christ students on the campus
Ree<ler . Ol<lham, Box 26, Gainesboro, Ten-~ second Sunday of this month marked our of T ennessee Polytechnic Institute here In
nessee, March 17: Six restorations and three first week with the brethren here in Enid, Cookeville. If you have boys or girls atbaptisms in recent weeks. In the mean- Oklahoma. It was only after much prayer tending college at TPI please urge them to
while I have also preached at Logansport, and thought that we left the worlt at Has- attend this meeting, or contact me at the
Indiana,
Lawrenceburg,
Kentucky,
and k ell, Texas, for we thoroughly · enjoyed our Willow Street ' church of Christ. If you want
Providence (Rock Castle County, Kentuclty). association with the brethren there.
We information concerning the beginning of such
Visiting preachers here have been A. J. Roll- feel certain the work there will grow and a meeting on the campus of the college iil
lngs and Joe Alley. From April 15-26 I will prosper and we look forward to wonderful your town I will help if y ou w ill wdte me.
Albert ' Smith, 643 W. lOth St., McMinnville,
Oregon, March 19: On the last Sunday of
February we began our eleventh year h ere
in Oregon. While the overall growth of the
church i s encour agin g·, we ne ed more Christii!:n families who can provide potential
l eaders hip. ~ We begin a meeting tomorrow
evening with Leonard Woods of Newberg,
Oregon, doing the preaching.

be in a m eeting w i th the East Mountain opportunities here.
church, Greggton, Texas.
'
Pnul S. Gray, P. 0. Box 573, Bowie, Texas,
ltielvin J. Wise, 4216 Stanhope Avenue, March 13: During our meeting with Weslie
Dallas, T exas, March 23: During the past Mickey preaching two were baptized and
three weeks there have been twelve people one was restored. The cooperation of surBrother
added to the memb e rship of the Preston rounding congregations was fine.
Road Church. Four were baptized and eight Mickey shall return in 1955. Next Sunday
placed members hip with us. I began a meet- I begin a meeting at Nocona; April 12th at
ing with the church in Tipton, Oklahoma, Beckley, West Virginia; April 26th at Sevyesterday. Brother Oscar Ellison of Spring- e nth Avenue, Columbus, Ohio; and May lOth
field, Misso uri , will do the preaching in our at ·Beallsville, Ohio.
spring meeting April 19 - 26.
Hootl Wilkins, 3210 Howard, Fort Worth,
C. E. iUcG•mgJoe,·, 2407 W. Lincoln, Spring- T exas, March 16: Yesterday was a great
fie-ld, Missouri, March 23: At Portales, New day for the church in Oaklawn. We had
Mexico, twenty-five were baptized and four- a.._nother record-breaking attendance in Bible
teen were restored. Grover A. Ross· is the study, one baptism, and one restored and
efficient local eva nge list there. I am now identified with us. This is th e second tim e
in the beginning of a meeting at Union City we have brolten our record in attendance
Tenn essee. I go next to North Houston to s ince the first of the year. Th ere are many
be with them in the opening of their n ew opportunities here; we pray God that wf!
buildin g April 5, th en to Pueblo, Colorado, may have the vision and the courage to u se
them to the glory of God.
the last two Sundays in April.
Q,uentiu A. Dunn, Box 273, Eldorado, Texas, March 23: We have just closed a very
good m eeti ng in which Raymond DeSj)ain
of Blanco, T exas, did the preaching in a
very commendable way.
Attendance was
very good throughout the m eet ing, and one
man was baptized.
W e beli eve that the
church was greatly strengthened because of
this meetin ·. vVe press forward with renewed zeal and d eter min a tion, giving God
all the glory.

Stoy Pnte, 1081 McLemore Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, March 23: In the past two
weeks we have had ten to respond.
That
makes fifty-two who have been baptized,
restored and placed member s hip since th e
beginning of our second year in our new
meeting house. Brother Melvin J. Wise will
begin a meeting with us the seco nd Lord's
day in May. Brother J . B. Cox will be with
u s in a Vacation Bible School the second
week in Jun e. We invite a ll in reach of
us to attepd these services.

Jesse Broolo:sltire, Morton, Texas, March
23: ~re had a noth er good d ay here yester day. A man, the head of a family, who had
been a Baptist for twenty y ears was b ap . tized into Christ. Two placed membership
and two others were r es tored_.; and placed
memb erBhip las~ night. We hav e jus t completely redecorated our building and h ave
everything in readiness for our m eeti ng be ginning to>iight, with C. M. Moser doing the
preaching. When coming this way worship
'with us.

J. o. Jones, 1014 Beech Street, Little Rock,
Arkansas, March 16: Our work is off to a
fine start with the Pulaski Heights congregation.
Our plans and prayers with our
works a re for Heights Church. to climb to
higher heights. Every m emb er is to be vis ited and personally given a special respon•s ibility in doing a certain work. Our purpose first of all is to restore all th e unfaithfuL This part of the work has been
badly neglected everywh ere it seems. Remember Galatians 6:1.

George E . Darling, 1503 W. 1st, Coffeyville, Kansas:
Our "R-ound Up of the
•Strays Campaign" is beginning to "pay off."
We have located another eight members of
the church who are not in attendan~e. Some
of th e ones we are contacting each week
have started attending. A married woman,
1he mother of ~o children, was baptized
yesterday. Attendance for Bib l e School was
62. The Herald of Truth broadcast has a
large audience in this part of the country.
We could use some good tracts in the work
here. Will someone who reads this do some
miss ion work and make a donation of tracts?
Guss Eoff, 2354 East Lindsay, Stockton,
California, March 18: Since our last repert
I conducted a m eeting in Oakland, California. This was to have been a two weeks
meeting, from J a nuary 26th to February 8th,
but because of illness I was not able to be
there the first week.
Brother Robert R.
Price preached the first week and laid a
good foundation.
During his part of the
meeting, one confessed wrongs. I closed the
last part of the meeting with 20 responses;
8 baptisms, and 12 confession of wrongs.
My n ex t meeting will be in Watsonville,
California, March 29th through April lOth.
Frank Pack, Abilene, Texas, March 5: The
third a nnu al training school at the Northside church in Abilene began Tuesday night,
March 3 with approximately 400 present.
Classes in s ight si nging, song leader trainin g , teacher training, conducting public wors hip, public speak ing, chu rch l eadership,
church history, visiting, personal evangelism,
modern denominational doctrin es, young peo-·
pie's problems, m arriage and the Christian
home, personality problems, and a Bible
class in Galati·ans are being taught. In addition to the writer the following teachers
in the Abilene area are working in this
sch oo l: E. R. Harper, Paul Southern, Lloyd
Ellis, Floyd Dunn, Warder Novak, Frank
Rhodes, Don H. Morris, 0. B. Proctor, and
Mrs. G. L. Belcher. The classes will continue through April 7.

Page Twelve

FIRM

W. T. Hamilton, Gain esv ill e, T exa s:
Th e
Cemmerce Street church in Gainesville is
growing steadily. We are losing many m em bers who are moving away, however, our
atte ndance and contributions are increasing.
The firs t week in March I was with the
Northside church in Odessa, T exas, in a
meeting. Ther e were twelv e re sponses ln.
that meeting-six baptisms, five restorations, and one to place membership. That's
a fine congregation and Brother Jimmy Wood
is doing a good work with them.

James 0. Wilburn, Box 11, Gruver, Texas,
March 19: Meetings at Tula re, California,
resulted in seve added to loca l active forces
two of whom were baptized and two restored. F.Pa.rtford Smith directed the singing
and Frances H e r ring serves as l ocal preacher. We spent the days teaching in homes.
Churches of this area continue t o make
splendid progress. At Gruver we ar e completely renovating the building with volunteer labor. A. C. Williams begins meeting
with us April l. We will conduct a week
day Bible school with home forces the first
of the summer. My n ex t m ee ting will be
at Goodwell, Oklahoma, the first of May.
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Will M. Thompson, 227 N. E. 13th Street,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, March 11: I recently visited my old time friend, J . W.
Ballard, a t Apache, Oklahoma. Brother Ballard is confined to his bed mo.s t of th e
time.
He has nervous trouble a nd arthritis. I first m et him in 1913 and from
then until n ow we h ave been co-worker s
In the kingdom of our L ord. He is one of
the b est men I have. ever known. It would
be a real Chr istian act if brethren and
c hurches that know him would write him
and enclose a nice chec-k to him. His son
h a d to give up hi ~ teaching profession to
come home and care fo; him. He suffers
very much. He has written his own obituary and has made the request that when
he passes away that I speak the last w ·o rds
over his lifel e ss form. Let us not forget
this so ldier of the cross in hi s days of suffering.
Robert H. Bell, 672-19th St., San Diego,
California, March 23: Our work here with
the Central congregatl<!lrl. continues with
good interest.
In recent weeks an unreported four have been baptized, one restored
and one identifi ed. Interest is at a peak,

Comfort With Simplicity
Beauty With Character
The modern simplicity of L. L. Sams'
Church Furniture lends an atmosphere of
beauty and comfort. Pews, Altars, Pulpits,
Baptismal Fonts, Wood Carvings, Lecterns,
Rails - all designed to your exact specifications.
Expert Installation
Fast Delivery

Write for Catalog
River at LaSalle

~
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. ...
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Waco, Texas

and we continue to have record attendance.
Brother Robert Lehmann, my co-worker, is
preaching for the El Ca-jon City church
while they are trying .to locate a man. He
is doing a fine job with them. I am to be
with th-e East Mabel and Santa Rita St.
church in Tucso n, Arizona, in a meeting
the first twelve days in April. Brother Clar·
ence C. Gobbel is the preacher for this congregation. I have one open date for a summ er meeting, which I would like to book
In Tennessee. I am to be in Tennessee In
July and August in meeting work.
The
open date that I have is from ·J uly_ 19th to
August 2nd. If I can serve you during this
·time, let m e h ear from you.
E. W. Stovnll, Eldrqpnton Rd., Glasgow,
Kentucky, March 9: Yesterday was a great
day for thd church here. One of the largest crowd s ever to assemble for th!l regular
work was present. This was a. wonderful
increase ov er the attenda nce as it was the
first of Ma y last year, · a t which time I
began work with this fine congregation.
Our auditorium will hold 750, and we are
beginning to believe that it will be filled
in the not too di s•tant future al though it
was built for twenty -five years of growth.
We rejoice at the fin e growth and give
God the praise. Last m onth there were f ive
baptisms, two resto r at ions, a.nd four ·t o
place membership. One placed membership
yesterday. Our contribution is at an all- .
time high for regular work. We are reaching higher than ever before in aim, and
we are doing more wor,k than ever done
by this congregat ion. Our daily r a dio work
is stirring the whole coverage.
Debat&.s
are in the making.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. ~larks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAM N. FRYEJR-EvnngeU.t
ROGER W. HAWLEY-Evangelist
Sundny-10:00 A.ltl. and 6:00 P.ltl•
Wednesday-7:30 P.~I.
Ph.,ne:

PResld~

4-4736

·ccccccccccccoc:lcccc~·

TIMMERMAN'S LECTURES ON CATHOLICISM
Cloth Bound
$1.50 POSTPAID

CHICAGO, ILL.
UO S. Michigan Ave.-Room WO-A

"I UNHESITATINGLY pronounce them the best for beginners in the study of Catholic error that ]) have ever seen in
print.''~G. C. BRE-W ER.
HEAVILY DOCUMENTED from outstanding works written
for Catholics rather than Protestants, and contains information that outstanding preachers say they have not seen elsewhere.
PUBLISHED by Sherman Street Church of Christ, and ~my
profit from sales will be contributed to mission work in Catholic
~elgium, where the author, S. F. Timmerman, Jr., labors.
PRICED within reach of all. · Discount on quantity orders
from publisher. May now be ordered through your favorite book
dea!er or direct from the:

•

Sherman Stre-et Church of Christ
Box 4046, South Denver Station
Denver 9, Colorado
I
\

CHURCH OF CHRIST

/

Sunday- 10 an.:l 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
Thursday-7 :30 P.M.

WANTED-Full -time gospel preacher fo~
congregation anxious to gtow and
prosper in the Lord's work. Young or middle-age
man
preferred with an
apt
knowledge of the Bible, and a personality
<:apable of doing the g reat personal work
needed here. All members are willing and
anxious to labor with whoever comes to help
in the great work ond a salary awaits you.
Good living provisions, excellent climatic
conditions, in a 5400 population, and only
54 miles from San Antonio on Highway 81.
For . further details write or call: L. R.
Hiler, Star Rt., Pearsall, Texas; R. E. Tit5worth, Pearsall, Phone 4-3377; Dr. Troy Martin, Pearsall, Phone 4:2270; R. ' E. Powell,
Box 815, Pearsall, Phone 4-3886.
~mall
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a. Ervin Driskill, 2509 Gould St., Columbus, Georgia, March 17: It has been some
ttme since I sent in a report to any of our
papere, howev er, the w9rk at Rose Hill, In
.C olumbus •. and the work with the Korean
Qlfflcers, at Ft. Benning, has made good
pro'gress. W. Douglas lrarris (who preceded
me in the worlt here) is to hold our spring
meetin g and Marshall E. Patton (of the
North B'ham., congregation) will preach In
the fall meeeting. One was restored and
one baptized (Catholic) last Lord's day. Our
budget calls for $385.oo · per week and we
ha.Te gone well over the $400.00 the last
three Lord's days.
C~ntributions and cooperation is the best in the hl:story of the
Rose Hill chu rch. Brethren have r esponded
In a marv elous way and the Lord has certainly blessed u s.
Work will begin on a
new building (anoth..er congregation) withIn the next month or so. I would like to
leave "the church here on the move "up"
and not "down" so, I am leaving the work
when I can locate anoth~r and the church
here locates a desirable man. I will be glad
to correspond with brethren concerning a
man.
I will be glad to correspond with
bre.thren concerning a move. I am in my
fourth year h e r<!' and can give references.
TARBET-Flossie Hendrix Tarbet, wife of
Thomas H. Tarbet, Sr., went to h er rest October 27, 1952, and was buri ed at Ackerly,
Texas. She was born at Corinth, Arlcansas,
September 13, 1891. At the age of fourteen
she moved with her parents to T exas, and
re.tii-lded at Merkel, Hamlin, and Rule. She
wae married to Thomas El. Tarbet, Sr., January 15, 1908, at Rule, Texas. The most of
their married life was spent on a farm In
Da.wson County, near Lamesa, Texas; but
they were living at AckerlY. at the time of
her death. To this union were born two
· sons: Price K. T a rbet of Ackerly, Texas,
and T. H. Tarbet, Jr., of Big Spring, Texas.
She lived a faithful Christian life for fortyeight years; an d was in attendance at all
th..e services of the Ackerly church on Sun ~
day before passing away. ear ly Monday
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morning. She h e lped to encourage many
young gospel preachers, and otherwise did
much good that only eternity will reveal.
She left bhind many dear friends·, and was
loved by all who knew her. Her survivors
are: ner mother, Mrs. J. E. Hendrix of Merkle, Texas; one brother, C. P. Hendrix of
Buffalo Gap, Texas; a sister, Mrs. Flora Westenhover of Merkel, Texas; and another sister, Mrs. Selma Tucker of San Antonio, Texas; also by her husband and two sons.
Brethren Paul McClung and Roy Phemester
spoke at her funeral October 28.

here. It is extremely difficult to build a.
stable, properly overseen congregation with
so many coming and going constantly. We
are planning on spending $12,000.00 dollars
before Auglltit 1st on a remedeling job on
the present house of worship.
This is a
remodeled residence in a splendid location
but needing a lot of repairs on account of
the work of termites.

Cluutle B. Holcomb, 633 W. Coilin, Corsicana, Texas, March 9: During the past six
weeks one has been baptized, five restored,
and two identified at the Fifth Avenue
F. n. Shepherd, Box 836-, Sweetwater, Tex- church in Corsicana. I am now in my fourth
as, March 13: I am finding the association year of work with this good church. The
with the church here in Honolulu abou~ as wo.rk in this city is moving along nicelY in
pleasant as anything I have experienced in all the congregations, and I have a very
my work as a preacher. Several nationali- pleasant association with T. B. Crews of
ties are represented in our church but all North Beaton church, and Luther G. Robwor]{ together and cooperate with r eal erts of Westside church. Bonnie MatthElWS,
Christian love and unto mutual edification. gr-aduate of Southwester:n Christian College
There have been six baptized since I came. at Terrell, is doing an excellent work with
All were added through the efforts of some a fine colored congregation here. Our spri~g
of the service men stationed here:- Thirteen m eeti ng is to begin April 26th, with Oscar
have mov>ed to Honolulu and cast their lot Ellison of Springfield, Missouri, doing the
with us. On the other hand ten of our preaching. Vacation Bible schoo .is schedvery finest have left us and returned to the uled to b egin · June 8th. Come to see us,
Mainland.
Such is normal for the church when in C-orsicana.

SERMONETTES'
By,
Reeves
A handy little volume of fifty inspirational lessons.
An excellent reference work.

$2.00
(flexible binding, $1.50)
Order from:

22 DYNAMIC SERMONS~~
hedrd by MILLIONS~ .,' ·-;_-:::

...,k ~ ol ~SaMe '*..u·- "\\,

JamesW.Nichols·C.E.~~a~~?.e
CLOTH BOUND

ORDER

FRO~!'

PRIC! $3.00

fiRM fOUNDAnON PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 77, Austin, Texas
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A DEBATE

SUB,JECT OF DISCUSSION:
llliuister

Dallas, Texas

.. . •
..

at lllldlnn<l, Texas, in the Cowden Junior
High School Atulitorium, between Leroy
Garret of Dallas, Texas, nnd Floyd I. Stanley of Midland, Texas.
"The Located

Homer Putnam Reeves
229 Hollywood

Question."

From AJ>ril 14th to AI>ril 18th

CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES

The

SDN Theory of Music
(RUDIMENTS)

at .?~Ut~tuctio.n "" the
dJ.unJ.a,menia.L P~tmcipled. at .M lt.d.ic

11 glfd.temaiic eo.u/J.d.e

KNOW YO UR BiBLE ........... _ ............- ....... _ ..............$2.00

An introduction to Bible Study.

GREAT Bi BLE THEMES ___ .. __.. ______.._ ......... - ... 2.00

A study of God's pions for us.
REASONS FOR OUR FAITH ...--·- · · · - - - - - - - 2.00

A study of Christian evidences.

OUR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN - .. - .........·-···-·-·-· 3.00

Porent - teocher troining course.

Oth ers h ave said:
"On e can not h e lp knowing the Bible b e tter if this cou rs e is taken even h a lf seriously."
Special I>rlces for gToup study:.. Ladles
Classt Young PeoiJle's G.roups, etc.

HOME STUDY SERVICE
HARDING COLLEGE

SEARCY, ARKANSAS

Size:. 6x9

68 Pages

Price: 35 c~nts Per Copy

Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Paul •ItleClung, 607 N. First, Lamesa, Texas, March 18: I have accepted an invitation
to serve as minister of the T enth and Broad
church in Wichita Falls, T exas, beginning
June 1. I have b een with the church here
during the past five and one-half years.
During this time th e church h as made considerable progress. Two hundr ed and fortyone h a ve been baptized, one hundred and
forty-f c ur restored, a nd two hundred and
forty-one have placed m embership.
We
have lost in several wa,ys but we have had
a ne·t gain of between two hundred and fifty
and three hundred members.
During my
sta y in Lamesa the church has built a
preacher's home valued at $15,000. A $75,000
enlargement of the old building has also
been made and just recently a $7,500 annex

Tuesday, March 31, 1953

FOUNDATION

was built to house the church offices. This
church has helped th e colored church improve their property · by several hundr e d
dolla r s and has purchased a church building
and preacher's home for the Mexican church.
All of this property is completely fr ee of
debt and a building fund has already been
set up for starting another congregation in
our own city . . This congregation now furnis·h es the full support for six preachers
and is helping with the support of two others. Among. those drawing full s u pport from
this co n gregation are: Nick Nagano, who is
preaching· in J apan; Don Finto, who is
preaching in Germany; and Italo Minestroni,
who is pr eaching in Italy. The congrega;•tion in Lamesa is in the best condition it
has ever been in both spiritually and mate-

,----·-·----·--1
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NEW WONDERFUL SONGS
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Positively largest best selection
for the price
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It ·contains an excellent selection of
the sweetest invitation songs and funeral hymns, songs for the work and
w_orship-in fact, songs for all occaswns.

1
~

_

I,

Many of the very fine old song·s
have been re-arranged, re-edited, and
re-w1"itten; also a fine list of late and
some new songs.
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This book is edited with the greatest possible care so that the words in
the hymns are all Scriptural. Many singers have contributed their efforts
In making this the choicest possible collection of songs.
"The New Wonderful Songs" is our answer to thousands of requests to
bring out a large hymn and song book free from the "jingle convention" and
"jazz" type of songs.
Positively more and better invitation songs than are found in most
books. A large number of those familiar, sweet, old hymns that we all love
to si:ag.
We deeply appreciate the splendid response that is being given to this
book and the hundreds of orders that we are receiving. Hundreds of congregations are now using this book in their regular services and we are
regularly receiving repeat orders.
The "best ever," "finest selection we have used," ''the best yet for the
price," "greatest song book we have ever used," "all are pleased," "we are
delighted," these are some of the many expressions from pleased customers
who have ordered and are re-ordering this book.
For congregational worship, for the evangelistic meetings, and for all
occasions "New Wonderful Songs" is in the lead.
We are offering this book at an almost unbelievably low price.
"N<:>w Wonderful Songs" can be obtained in the well bound muslin
substantial binding, a popular edition. For elegance and beauty as well as
durability, it is published in the neatly bound full black cloth binding with
gold side title edition.
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J. 'r. ltla.rlin, Sweetwater, T exas, March 24:
Our meeting with Trin e Starnes of Waco,
Texas, closed with 14 r esponses.
Of this
number two were baptized.
We enjoyed
our association with Brother Starnes. New
records were set in Bible School attendanee
during· the meeting. I am beginning a meeting tonight with the church at Crawfordsville, Indiana.

i
,-

!
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rially. It is blessed with a strpng l eadership and some of the most s.p iritually minded people I have ever known. It has been
hard for us to leave this good and mest
cooperative congregation. Only the urgent
invitatio n and greater challenge of the
c hurch in Wichita Falls h as Jed us to do so.
I feel confident that whoever follows me in
the work h ere will enjoy a most pleasant
and profitable worlc Several goo d men have
been co ntact ed by the elders but. no one has
b een selecte d as yet.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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A WORTHWHILE BOOK
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PLAlN SERMONS
By LUKE MILLER
Popuiar Negro Evangelist of
the Church of Christ

A Series of "Gospel Sermons"
,.
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WRITE FOR LITERATURE
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Delivered at 4,ustin, Texas
Int~esting biographical
sketch. These sermons
are filled with pathos
and are beautiful in
their simplicity and
strength, and rich in
homely convincing illustrations.
Stenographically reported. No preacher can
get along quite as well
without this new, latest
B o ok
of
Sermons.
This amazingly successful · evangelist has already baptized more than 2,000 people.

L.=::======:::J

Price only 50 cents
Firm Foundation Publishing House
Austin, Texas
Order Form
Send me ·--···-··· .. ········ copies, Miller's ·sermons.
Name···-··············--···-·········-·······················---········
~ddress .. ····-···-··--······-··----····································
Amt. Enclosed $------·······-·-····-··-
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CONTACT PERSONS OVERSEAS
Geo:.:ge Gurganus
For the convenience of those m e mbers of
the church of Christ who are headed for
the Far East in the armed services or for
other puTposes· and would like to locate !)th er members of the church with whom to
worship on Lord's days, I am listing contact persons in the diff e rent areas. If you
have a loved one in t)lis part of the world,
pleas·e pass this information ·on to him.
Korea
Seoul: Pvt. Lem 0. Rogers, Hq. Det. 52nd
Med. Bn., APO 971.
· suwon:
2 Lt. Mac L. Fitzgerald, 319th
Ftr. Intep. Sq., APO 970.
Taegu:
CWO Chesley A. Park, Hq. Sq.
Sec., 5th AF (Rear), APO 970.
Chunchon: A-lC Albert E. Jqnes, 6150th
TCS, Box 151., APO 970.
Pusan: 1 Lt. Harold P. Thomas, 21st Evac.
Hosp., APO 59.
Oli:inawn

Rycom Chapel:
Lloyd McCameron, APO
235, Box C, Librarian at Naha Air Base.
Japan
Tokyo:
George Gurganus, 1498 Yoyogi Tomigaya, Shitfuya-ku, Tokyo.
Telephon e

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
11!1-3595

DALLAS

2126 Jackson

A NEW EDITION

-GOSPEL
Sermons
We have just printed
a. new edition ot
"GOSPEL SERMONS"

By R. N. HOGAN
Evangelist, Churches of Christ
Brother Hogan is known far and wide
and is scarcely less esteemed and appre'
ciated by the white people than those of his
own race. Thousands have heard him in
his wonderful appeal to the people, and
thousands have been converted to Christ
through the delivery of his Great Sermons.
Every friend of the cause of Christ a~d
every member of the churches of Christ
should have a copy of this great book. It
is a large book of sermons of 245 pages.
$1.00 per copy, pr_epaid

Order from:

Firm Foundation Publishing Ho.use
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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for information-42 - 20'61. Worship at New
Kaijo Chapel, FEAMCOM Chapel and Grant
H e ights Chapel.
Yokohama: Worship at Yokohama Chapel
Ce nter. Contact G eorge Gurganus·.
Sapporo:
Pvt. Charles L. &kelton, Prov.
Co. S. E'. 474, APO 613.
Iwakuni: Capt. K. W. Rich, 1038th USAF
Auditor General Sq., APO 925.
Na goya: Contact Capt. Rich.
Kokura : Sgt. 1-C Vernon lUpley, 8<P48 AU,
APO 3.
WOJG Doyle ·white, 8162nd
Ful<uoka:
AU, APO 1105.
Note : All of the above addresses ar e :
% Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif. Please

write us of any other groups meeting in tlie
Far East so that we can· pass on the information.
Fred W. 1\lcClung, Box 84, Fayetteville,
Arkans as, March 21: I baptized in re.gular
work two Baptists and one Catholic recently. I a m now in a good meeting at
Springfield, Missouri. There will be a delay
in the delivery of my last two new books
b ecause of sickn ess of the printers. Send
your r es ervations for the Mt. Sequoyah Encampm ent July 11-19, 1953. It is for young
people and adu lts . . Brethren R. N. Hogan,
J . L. Dykes, R. B. Sweet, E. R. Harper, and
many others will be preaching and teaching.

THE NEW IDEAL HYMN BOOK
The N eu.1 Deluxe Edition of this
increasingly popular book. For
'churches requiring something excellent in cloth bound books there
will not be found a more beautiful
book-a superior piece of ~uork
manship-a.nd, above all a better
or more carefully selected collection of songs and hymns for all
occasions than the late new Deluxe
Edition
75 Cents Per Copy
$75.00 Per Hu.ndred
The Firm Foundation, with the cooperation of the best song
leaders among the churches of Christ, has prepared a large permanent gospel hymnal for use at all our church services.
This book has been carefully edited and prepared, and is the re:..
sult of many years experience and study of the song needs of the
churches. The new hymnal contains only such songs and hymns
as will meet the approval of our churches everywhere. We believe
there is no other Hymn Book just like it. 317 of the greatest -,
songs. The achievement of years of experience in the publishing
of church song books. Austin Taylor is Editor-in-Chief.
"I believe it has never been surpassed by any production."Ira D. Brister.
"By far the best hymn book ever published by our brethren."Horace W. Busby.
"We have never used a book that pleases everyone as this book
does."-Robert C. Jones.
"I unhesitatingly pronounce it the best hymn book for church
use."-E. C. McKenzie.
"One of the best, if n.o t the best, compilations of church songs."
-Emmett S. Dean.
"The beauty and neatness of this book will add dignity and refinement to ,ap.y congregation that uses it."~Tillit s: Teddlie.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUB'LISHING HOUSE
3110 Guadalupe Street

Box 77-Austin 61, Texas

FIRM
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Hornce w. Busby, 2225 Hawthorne, Fort J wonderful old time church, and fine atWorth, Texas, March 16: The Lord gave tendance throughout. Then to Sonora, Texthe command to "go" and preach the gospel as, another ranch country church in a splento the whole creation.
The Holy Spirit did town. People from many other sections
through Paul dec)ared that the gospel is the came, lunch for all each Lord's day. A great
power of G<>d unto salvation to all who interest throughout.
Vernon, T exas, was
would believe it. The Lord· has also In - next, the last two Lord's days in February.
structed his people to "come together" for Th e church or now church es in Vernon are
teaching and "worship." So when we are aoout the b est.
They have a wonderful
engaged in "gospel meetings" In the true past with unusual growth. This was my
spirit of Christ, we are sure he is pleas ed. twelfth meeting there and one of the best.
It has been a real joy to be thus engaged George Jones is the present minister for
this far into 1953. After assisting in 29 the Pease and ·Houston Streets <)~lurch. It
splendid meetings In 1952. Since the holi- was fine to be with him as this was our
days It has been my great pleasure to be first time together. From there, I want to
with the Lake Victor church in B·u rnet Port Lavaca, a wonderful church, where we
County, great Inte rest in ev ery service. A had large crowds, fine Interest and wonder-

'

FOUR GREAT BOOKS
MORMONISM EXPOSED
By G. B. Handcock

The arguments and Scriptures in this book wil meet other sects
as well as Mormonism.

Cloth Bound-S2 .25
A REVIEW OF JARRELL'S GOSPEL IN WATER
By W. P. Riehardson
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ful results. Six were baptized the last day,
several during the eight days.
Ira WilIiams, a young man whom I baptized when
he was about twelve years old, Is the preacher working with them. At this writing we
are again in west Texas ~t Amherst, where
we began yesterday with great interest,
good crowds and several have asked for
prayers for their neglect of duty the first
day. My heart is filled with the wonderful
song: "I want to be a Soul Winner for
Jesus."
Gordon L. Downing, Elia.sville, Texas,
March 23 : On March 18, 1963, I concluded
.three and one-half years of most profitable
work with the church In Ellaavllle, Texas.
In those years the contribution· more . than
trebled and the attendance at all services
approximately 95%, and the Bible Study on
Wednesday nights showed a larger attendance than did the preaching service on the
Lord's day. The church, because. of the unusual Inter est in Bible study, has begun to
attract outsiders In great numbers. Several
Wednesday nights some 25 young people
from outside the church were present. The
attendance on Sunday evenings is genera lly
as Jarge or larger than the morning services, and the Ladles' Bible Class and Men's
training class could hardly be Improved upon. As a. result of this growth the .ghurch
is now on a full time basis, having secured
Brother Carrel Anderson to work with them.
Broth er Grover C. Ross of Portales, New
Mexico, h e ld our meetings the last two
years and did a wonderful work. Six people
were baptized in those meetings and one
restored. I commend this group of Ghristians to the en tire brotherhood for their
faithfuln ess to the Lord. The last night I
was th ere one was baptized and two confesse d wrongs.
When In the vicinity of
Eliasville, stop and worship with them.
TELEGRAM: Fort Worth, Texas, March
25: 13 baptized at Rosen Heights last week
-four for membership. Sunday work continues in great way-J. Willard Morrow, 2203
Azle Avenue, Fort Worth.

This book has some ef the . best arguments in print against
C'hurch succession, inherited & total depravity, faith only, etc.
etc.
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COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply of
trash, pure unleavened bread tor communion
tmrposes. Eleven wafers tp the small carton and three of these cartons to the lar.-er
~arton-all carefully sealed so It will keep
Indefinitely. Every congregation should have
"n hand a good supply at all times. Prlc•:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.

WALLACE- VAUGHAN DEBATE
This discussion is on: one person in the Godhead and that baptism is only in the name of the Lord Jesus.
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WALLACE- KETCHERSIDE DEBATE
This debate on: Located Preachers, Evangelistic Authority, and
Christian Colleges is one of the greatest debates of this age.
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CHURCH FURNITURE
Consult us for high quality pews
and pulpit furniture, and let us help
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W. M. DAVIS
Obrist, The Savior
The shepherds of Judrea, who were watching their flock
by night, were greatly alarmed at the supernatural signs of
Christ's birth-"The angel of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they
were sore afraid." The angel said, "Fear not, for behold I
bring you good ti-dings of great joy, which shall be to all
pe()ple . For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10, 11).
Jesus means a Savior-that is the meaning of this word.
An angel s-aid to Mary, "And thou shalt call his name Jesus,
for he shall save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1: 21).
This name was not only given by the authority of God, but
was explained by the same authority. Joshua was a Hebrew
word which meant Savior. Joshua became the deliverer and
leader of the Lord's people after the death of Moses.
But it is said that the Son of Mary would be called Jesus,
because he wouid save his people from their sins. By this
declaration the angel distinguished Christ from all other deliverers. In the light of prophecy the Jews were expecting a
Messiah who wo~ld be their Savior, but they understood that
he- would be a hero, a conqueror of their enemies who would
save them from the tyranny of Rome. They thought their
Messiah would restore them to their lost position in their
own land. But Jesus carne to restore men, not to· an earthly
Canaan, but to a heavenly country. He came to . deliver, not
from civil bo_ndage, but from spiritual slavery.
When Jesus had finished his work op. earth and ascended
to heaven, he left the governments of the world as he found
them. He suggested no improvements in the plans of earthly
kingdoms. These were matters to be determined by the wisdom of mom.
But who can save men from their sins? This one thing
Jesus came to do. Sin is man's greatest enemy and oppress-o r.
He who can save from sili is man's best friend. To judge
the value of a remedy, it is necessary to know the malignity
of the disease it cures. Sin has caused all the misery of the
world. Sin debases the body and destroys the soul. Sin separates man from Goo and friend from friend. Sin produces
_unruly passions, tormenting anxieties, a terrified conscience
and a wounded spirit. It is the foundation ·which embitters
all the pleasant streams of life. Jesus only can save from sin.
~

The Greatest Name In Histocy
Jesus Christ is the greatest name in all the annals of time.
Men have a crude way of celebrating this name on a day
called Christmas. All kinds of unscriptural and sinful prac-

tices are engaged in to celebrate the birth of Christ. Men who
sell liquor do a bigger business at the time of the Christmas
holidays than any other season of the year. Men try to celebrate the birth of the Savior by feasting, getting drunk,
dancing and shooting firecrackers.
All of this is just so much revelry, plainly condemned in
the New Testament. The only way to honor the name of
Christ is to do what he commands us to do-. The name of
Jesus is above every name because he alone is able to save
from the misery of sin. Paul says, "Wherefore .God also hath
hig·hly exalted him, and given him a name which is above
every name; that at the naUJ.e of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in . earth, and things
under the earth; and th::~ t every tongue should confess that
·Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of Gqd the Father" (Phil. 2:9-11).

Jesus has procured man's deliverance at a great price. To
save men, it was necessary that he suffer. By shedding his
blaod on the cross, he is able to save men to the uttermost.
All men had sinned and come short of the glory of God, and
Jesus put himself ·in the place of sinners to die that they
might live. "He hath redeemed us from the curse of th~ law,
being made a curse for us."
58 4 2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

The Church In Jefferson City, Missouri
R. N. Gardner

Jetrerson City has been the capital of Missouri since 1821,
one hundred and thirty-two years, yet the church of the
Lord there now h!J.S only about sixty active members! Two
generations have lived and died in Jefferson City with@ut
hearing the simple gospel! This is a dreadful tragedy; words
cannot describe it! It is not enough to deplore this. Something must be done!
Since I worked with the Jefferson · City church last November and December, I think God's displeasure would be
upon me should I fail to inform brethren of Jefferson City's
prospects, opportunities, and needs. If conditions in Jefferson City had been made known fifty year~ ago, it is reasonable to conclude that by now hundreds-possibly thousandsof precious souls would have obeyed the gospel, and that
several strong churches would have been established there
and in that area. We have a choice. We can do nothing, then
face the sad consequences, i.e., another generation may pass
with no really substantial gains made for our Savior in Jefferson City. On the other hand, we -can blend our best efforts
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with those of the good Christian people of that city who are
ready and anxious to undertake great things for God. They
want to launch a program to give the gQspel to all of the
30,000 people of Jefferson City. But they cannot do that
alone. They are not · financially able. They need help and
a leader, a preacher to do the preaching, one with qu_a lifications to win people, and to develop Christians intQ a strong
church.
An hnportant Center
A strong church in this city would exert a great influence
throughout Missouri. Many thousands of Missourians are employed in Jefferson City: industrial workers, business employees, men and women in various departments of the state
government. Schools attract others. "Lincoln University"-a
state-supported school for the higher education of Negroeswith an enrollment of a thousand students drawn from 23
states, is located here. The students are oourteous, intelligent,
and will be leaders of their race. This is one of the leading
Negro cplleges in the West. These facts point up the necessity of doing something substantial. It should be done now,
before another generation dies without the simple gospel.

We Need To Redeem The Time
The people of Jefferson City are very r eligious. It is said
that nearly all of the citizens attend religious services. But
those who believe, teach, and practice error have. gained the
advantage. Briefly, here is the picture: Catholics greatly predominate in number and influence. Popular denominations
have large memberships an.d costly buildings that are imposing. North Central Missouri is a stronghold of the "Christian church." Missouri Baptists are alert to capture for the
Baptist chur.ch all the students ·they can. They have erected
fo.r Lincoln University students an expensive brick church
edifice with a spacious, attractive auditorium and an educational building. Perhaps five hundred or more students from
this Negro college attend worship here every Lord's day. They
learn Baptist doctrine and love it; they b~;Jcome Baptists,
then return to the 23 states from which they came, filled
with a burning · zeal to ~each Baptist doctrine to others of
their race and make more Baptists. Such is the advantage that
the exponents of error ·h ave gained.

Folly inside our own ranks has helped the fo es of truth.
"Anti" and "hobbyist" preachers have brought disgrace and
disrepute on the church as their peculiar ideas took root and
grew throug·h out Northern and Central Missouri, causing strife
and factions within many congregations. The Seneful infl u.ence of Brother Daniel Sommer still lingers in many localities, while under the diversive leadership of ·w. Karl Ketcherside, St. Louis, Missour-i, some congregations are being disturbed and others are being divided, not only near Jefferson City, but elsewhere in Missouri as well. These evils helped
prevent the rapid growth of most congregations in the Central
and Northern part of the state. Jeffel'son City is no exception .
Within a radius of 25 miles there are many towns without a
church of Christ. In view of the above facts, the Lord's people in Jefferson City are faced with the challenge of conquering new territory for Christ while at once stemming the
tk!e of Catholicism and o.enominationalism and overcoming
the deadening influence of "anti-isms" in that area. An
und ertaking of such proportions is a task for a church that
is- strong! The crying need right now in Missouri's capital
city is a strong preac-her. With his influence and a live church
with an effective program the brethren could-no doubtprevail u pon many members of the "Christian" church to
leave it, for a large number of people in that organization
are dissatisfied with its worldliness, liberalism, and modernism. Some of the many Catholics in Jefferson City can be
taught. Good success seems to be crowning the efforts in Italy.
We should be interested in the Catholics in near by Jefferson
City.
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A GOQd Nucleus
While the Jefferson City church is small, it is active. According to their number and ability, I know of -no church that
gives more liberally. Most of the sixty active members are
women and young people. There is not a man in the church
who . owns his own j:msiness. There is no one, therefore, to
give large amounts. The church is at peace; they have no
hobbies; they work together in harmony, respect the eldera
and try to please God in all their l abors for good. They are
humble and have a spirit of good will toward· one another.
They are teachable and love the kind of teaching that lifts
I
them up and helps them to see and feel the "breadth and
length and heig·ht ·and depth" of the "love of Christ which
passeth knowledge." Such teaching makes them want to love
and serve Christ, God, and man more. If those who read this
article knew these brethren ·as I do, they would love them
as I do, and would want to help them, and would if they
could.
The Plan
This plan includes the necessity of having to take the gospel to the people because the present building is a remodeled
dwelling, too small, crowded, and unsightly for a permanent
place of worship in Jefferson City. When the interest and
membership increase after this program is started, the plan
is to build a suitable house on the excellent lot that has
already been bought. For a year or two, the house now being used may be suffiqient, at least it must answer for awhile.
The amount of money needed now is not much. The brethrenare asking for no more than enough to help them carry out
the following ,.essential program to take the gospel to the
30,000 people of Jefferson City: (1) -The employment of an
outstanding, experienced preacher; (2) A weekly radio program; (3) A short article in the Sunday Jefferson City Tribune; (4) Regular distribution of thousands of tracts; (5)
Monthly payment on lot; ( 6) Payment of incidentals and
regular church expenses. T·he total cost Qf this program will
be about $650 .00.
The few members in J efferson City to contribute cannot
give more than half of that amount: They would if they
could. Only $3 2 5. 0 0 per month more is necessary in order
to give the blessings of the gospel to this strategic midwestern capital city in the center of a great and rich state, a
field "V::hite unto harvest."! do ferventTy hope and earnestly
pray that the good people who read this will ;feel keenly
an obligation to preach the gospel to these · people. They
live at our doors; they are our neigh·b ors. Many thousands
who lived there for 10 0 years died almost in sight of us and
went to their eternal destiny without ever hearing the simple
gospel. They went out into the broad expanse of an unknown
world where we cannot reach them now with the gospel,
and where they could not hear it any way. W'i th this solemn
thought in mind, and with serious consideration of the unusu al opportunities in and around Jefferson City, may we
all pray that the gospel in its ·simplicity, beauty, and power
to save may be given to the fine neighborly peopie in Jefferson City NOW.
Many individuals could give $5.00 a month, some could
give $10.00 a month, many churches could easily give "'five,
ten, twenty-five or more dollars each month. But if each one
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who reads this wou ld give one dollar a month for a year
the amount needed would no doubt be raised.
Let us hvpe and pray that soon it will be announced that
the $325.00 a month will _be promised. If more than -that is
received the donors will be notified and the surplus placed
in a building fund, or returned to those who request it.
Why not some strong ·c·hurch with a capable preacher send
him and an elder to Jefferson City, preach a few nights, get
acquainted and see that this program or a better one becomes a reality?
The elders of ·the Jefferson City church are: Kay W. Smart,
J. P. Tynes, Robert R. Huey, Glenn Nl. Studebaker, and Ed
Baysinger. Please address all correspondence and contributions to: Elders, Church of Christ, cjo Glenn N. Studebaker,
Treasurer, 1501 East Miller Street, J efferson City, Missouri.
2906 Dobbs Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee.
CLAUDE GUILD WITH CENTRAL AT HOUSTON

Claude Guild of the Riverside Church of Christ in Fvrt
Worth, Texas., will be the guest evangelist in a gospel meeting with the Central Church of Christ in Houston, Texas,
April 12 throug·h 19. Paul
Easley, song director for
the Central church, will
lead the singing for the
meeting.
There will be two services daily, at 10:00 A.M.
and 8:00 P.M. Preceding
the night service there will
be a period of Bible drill
and singing at 7:30 P.M.
under the direction of Carl
Spain anfi Paul Easley.
A vigorous campaign of
personal evangelism and
visitatiop. has been under
way for several weeks in
preparation for the meetiiLg. This activity is under
the direction of •H. B. Mason, Jr., who recently joined the forces of the ministry at Central in the capacity of
Educational Director.
Enthusiasm · is very high in expectation of what promises
to be one of the very best gospel meetings in the history
of the congregation, according to Carl .Spain, who is in hi's
second year as preacher for this church.
The nursery will be open at all services for the benefit
of parents who might not otherwise be ab le to attend the
meeting. A .well-qualified staff of nurses will be on duty.

The Young Preacher
W.B. Cox
Paul once gave the following advice to a young gospel
preacher named Timothy, "Let no man despise thy youth;
but be thou an ensample to them that believe, in word, in
manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give
heed to reading, to exhortation, to teaching" ( 1 Tim. 4:12,
13). This briefly comprehends , in terse language, the duties
of the eyangelist in either lo cal work, or in the traveling
evangelist. Paul realized possibly through experience that
preac·hing the gospel was_ no mean work-for work it is.
As the inexperienced young evangelist goes out to do the
"
work that is the greatest in all the world, he must have
. immeasurable patience, fortitude, and the greatest of all
characteristics-love. If he finds himself completely void of
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these attributes, he s·hould seriously contemplate some other
type of work, as we shall see later on. Finding these characteristics in one's self, he naturally will be confronted with
other obstacles, not specifically pointed out in the classroom,
but which come through the long process of "education"
by experience and study.
I sho:uld like to point out some of the various pitfalls
which will aid or rather prevent the young preacher from
becoming overly discouraged in his first work. For most
of this material I am indebted to older, more experienced
evangelists than I happen to be; a great deal is the direct
result of experience.
1. After preaching your trial sermon, (in beginning work
this seemingly i.s the practice), , if you are called to meet
with the brethren, don't promise to set the world on fire!
By this, I simply mean don't promise them that you will do
more than any two men could possibly accomplish in a lifetime. Naturally, you will want to keep office hours, do personal work, preac·h the truth simply, ·yet plainly, etc. In short,
don't promise to do so man;y things, and then fail to make
good your promise. Brethren will appreciate you more if
you do more than you actually promised in the beginning.
2. In your discussion, the salary will be one of the considerations which you must· surely face. One thing to remember, do n't be selfish to the point of extortion. However,
the re• are some things which you must ta-k e into consideration
regarding the salary. First, it will make a difference if you
are married or single, and too, if you are married, you must
consider your children and their support. By all means, ·don't
accept a work at such a low salary as to cause you ·.to get
in debt to the local citizenry. Brethren will never forgive
your unbusinesslike ways, and it is a stigma which will cling
t o you wherever you chance to go, .e specially if you leave
owing money. Second, it will make a difference if .you intend to work part-time and preach part-time, as some may
be required t o do in mission work. These are considerations;
however, don't be blinded to the possibilities of a work by
$ signs. Finally, along this line, it will make a difference
in salary if you must rent a house, or having a house furnished, if you must pay the utilities, etc. This may sound
trite at first thought, ·but over a period of time it is something to think about along with the amount you will be
receiving monthly.
3. In the process of elimination in trial sermons, remember, you may be the one they eliminate! If you like the situation which the work offers, by all means tell the. brethren
you like it very much; they will appreciate this very much,
and too, they will feel your interest in the work there. Sometimes, brethren like to be sure that you w ill be available
should they d esire to have you work with them. They will
propose that you put off any further offers you may have,
until they c·hoose. ln so doing, yo u take all the risk, while
they assume none in choosing. While they are choosing, . you
may pass up several good openings, feeling all the while you
have the work in your hand-but you may find, at the end
of yo ur restless waiting, they hired someone else. Brethren
will appreciate you more if you will make them also assume
part of the risk of delay in making a decision. The fair way
for all concerned is that each one, the preacher and the
brethren, come to this conclusion: "We will contact you,
Brother X, if we decide we want you to w ork with us. In
the meanwhile , should you find a work with greater possibilities for good, than our work, by all means take it, unless
we should arrive at a decision beforehand." This means equal
sharing of the loss of a good work to someone else, or loss
of a good preacher to another congregation, as the case may
be. This is the only fair way for all concerned.
4. In your first work, don't bite off more than you can
chew!· All young preachers · are desiro us of working with a
l arge congregation and having large numbers to answer the
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invitation; moreover, to establish a reputation as an up-andcoming gospel preacher. Certainly this is an admirable trait
if used rightly; however, in every kind of work with which
I am acquainted, it is customary to work one's way up from
the bottom. I believe preaching is no exception. In your first
local work, don 't try to land the largest congregation to
work with. It might be a greater task than you bargained
for! If, as a beginner, you have such an {)pportunity, take
into consideration some very sobering realities. First, remem.ber that local work is a far-cry from the usual week-end
:!Jreaching appointment. For example, problems will need to
:be worked out of the very smallest of c·o ngregations, but
.consider how much more complex problems you will need
to work with the larger groups: plus the ever increasing num_b er of them and you will have some idea of what you will
confront as a beginner. Second, you will likely receive criticism because of your lack of experience and age. Third, it
is better to start slow and gain momentum through experience, than to start with momentum and slow down to a
walk due to inexperience! By beginning with a smaller group
which you can - handle, you will soon be fitted f{)r greater
works through your first-hand experience.
5. Budget your time! In beginning work, you will find
that your task is far greater than your older and more ex_perienced preaching brethren. You won't be able to give as
much time to other phases of your labors as those who
.have gleaned many years of experience in preaching and in
sermon outlines. In order for you to do a good job in your
work, you will n eed to _budget your time! You will have to
spend many laborious hours in making adequate preparation
that your lessons will warrant your listener's time and attention. Brother Guy N. Woods once gave me this bit of advice which ·h as stuck with me: "Don't ever go into the pulpit unprepared!" It is well worth your rem em bering that
.that you may avoid the all important question, "Where does
all my time go?"
In beginning work, young preachers cannot find a better
piece of advice than Paul gave to Timothy when he said,
"Preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season, reprove, rebuke, ex-hort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
:Foi· the time will come when they will not endure the sound
doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves
teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears
from . the truth, and t.urn aside unto fables. B-ut be thou sober
in all t-hings, suffer hardship, d·o the worlr of an evangelist,
fulfil thy Jllinistry" (2 Tim. 4:2-1).
It is my earnest hope if this reaches the printed page, that
good may come to the younger preachers, who need a_ll the
help and encouragement tbey can possibly have in beginning
the grliatest work of all! If I ·have misrepresented any point
in my presentation, I shall be eternally grateful if you would
write me.
Box 25, Megargel, Texas.

A libera.l Church Will Prosper
Otto Foster
Prosper means · to succeed, thrive, to render successful.
What is a successful church? A congregation that is carrying
on the work that Jesus gave to his disciples to do in an outstanding way is a successful, thriving church . Liberal means
"bestowing in a large and noble work." Since a Christian is
a. child of God, it follows that a group of Christians, a church,
must be liberal in the giving · of their time, their work, and
their money to merit, or to hope to receive, the blessing of
our Master-to be a successful-a thriving -church. The one
outstanding pre-eminent work of t-he church is to preach the
g{)spel, to preach it everywhere. That requires liberality. Not
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everyone that sayeth; Lord, Lord, but he that doeth the will
of my Father is blessed .
In more than a half century as a member of the church,
and having had a chance to observe the workings of many
churches in all parts of the U.S.A., and even some in other
countries, it is easy to judge that the churches that are liberal in giving are the ones that ar-e thriving, that grow in
every good work and in numbers.
The Central church in Cleburne doubled their contribution the year we ·started to give regularly, as we had been
prospered, and as we had determ ined to do. Very likely as
you read this now you will know something of the work in
mission fields of this church. We have not done as much, have
not been as liberal as we should have been, but when we began to approach God's financial plan for his church as revealed in ,2 Cor. 8, 9, we began to grow more rapidly in every
way. Our goal was to give 50 percent of contributed funds
to mission work. For some years now we bave done that.
50 percent for our local work and 50 percent to reach others
with the gospel of the Son of God . One year in our S{)mewhat
recent history we spent 70 percent of all funds received in
working for others.
Our history is the history of many churches. In fact, it is
the ·history of all churches that are thriving. Woe be unto
the church that has its light undei· a bushel and to the elders
and deacons of that church-it had been better for them ·had
they not been born. Christians must learn, and elders must
teach them, or see that the preacher does it, that God has
given t-hem all they possess, and that as stewards they must
use it for his honor ~nd glory or hear the edict, "Cast the
unprofitable servant i_n to outer darkness." None {)f us are
going to heaven alone. We will biu~d mansions in heaven
by working for the salvation of others, or we'll have no mansion there .
It pays as an individual or as a congregation to be liberal
in giving. It is definitely commanded: "See that ye abound
in this grace also (giving)." Turn to 2 Cor. 9:6, 8, 10 and
read it. Do you believe it? Do you practice its teaching? No
one ever gave too much to the work of the church. See
Psalms 3 7: 25. God plainly tells us that if we give liberally,
cheerfully, and . as we have been prospered, he will make us
able to give more, and that he will s u pply and multiply our
seed for so·wing. Are we afraid to try him? He asks us to do
so . The Jews, when they were giving to God as he d irected,
were the most prosperous people on earth. It was only when
they robbed him that famine and pestilence destroyed them.
Most of us have enough money that we control to damn our
souls if we do not learn to properly use it for God's glory.
We all like to spend money or keep it, but for ourselves. We
save and save, and sometimes pass it on to our children, who
very likely would make better citizens if they had had to
earn it as did we. There is also the possibility, they might
marry out of the churc·h and their companion would not be
interested in-' giving, and thereby d eprive the church of the
benefits it might otherwise receive. Brethren, it would be
far better to build mansions in heaven with our money, and
our children wi ll come n ear er following this worthy example.
We must practice what we preach. We have the truth , and
we must take it to the lost of the earth 'if we expect to spend
eternity in heaven (Matt. 6:19-21; 7:21; 16:26).
Cleburne, Texas.
Note : This article an d ten others on the theme of Stewardship is being preserved in a 38-page pamphlet to be published
in April by the 20th Century Christian. Churches and Christians will want copies to give to others. This is a much neglected subject. Many souls will be lost because they never
learned and practiced God's will on this theme . You may order
copies through the Firm Foundation at a cost of 'ten cents
eacll.
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ASpedal Appeal _
Johnny Ramsey
The church of the Lord in N-eena;h, Wisconsin, is in need
of some help. In order to be as concise as possible, I'll list
the important matters by points. There are many incidents
of sacriftce and devotion to the cause that will · not appear in
this report. Briefly, let me set forth this appeal:
'
1. The congregation in Neenah is just three , years old;
that is, it was established in November, 1949.
2. The cong;regation numbers 24_. members.
3. The average contribution, -over a six-month span <Jf
time, is $80.00 a week. The lowest was $52.00-the highest
• $123.00. Just last Lord's day the contribution was $113.00.
These brethren are liberal!
4. w_e own two excellent lots on the main street of town
in a desirable section. The pr~ce of these lots was $3,000.
5. At the present time the congregation here meets in a
voting precinct house. It will seat, at the most, 60 people.
Because of its usage as a voting place about three or four
times a year, it is somewhat of a stigma in the minds of the
people when we announce this as our place of meeting-especially in this section where Catholicism runs rampant and
the church of Jesus . is virtually unknown.
6. The brethren here are desirous of building a very
modest meeting place. In . fact, one of the men who is a
building contractor d1:ew up the plans for the proposed building. They have been submitted to the - Industrial Commission
of Wisconsin. Just last Friday we received an official O.K.
from that office. The plans have been approved.
7. The building is to be 3 2 by 4 7 fe.et. It is to be of
con{!rete block construction. This brother in Christ, who is
a builder, .has given a bid for $15,000. The congregation is
going to do the finish work and we already have some excellent pews to put in the building when it is completed.
8. The congregation here is doing all within its power
to make the building a reality,_ In fact, above and beyond
the regular contribution of $80 a week, they have pur.posed
to raise $1,000 by the end of April. This will be done by
brethren who are wil1ing to sacrifice for the cause of Christ.
There are only seven or eight wage earners in the congregation. T'his $·1,000 will pay for the heating unit for the building.
9. Now, here is t.he place we need help. Because <Jf the
fact tha.t the church <Jf Clu".ist is virtually unknown up here,
the banks are not willing to loan us much, if any money. Because of some outside h elp ($75.00 per month-plus $100 to
$150 · per month if th-e building plans materialize), and the
liberal giving here, we could pay back at tb,e rate of $250
to $325 per month. But brethren, we are stymied on our efforts beca use we can't seem to fin,d a bank in thes.e par-ts to
loan it to· us.
10. So, this is our appeal-Is there a brother or sister in
Christ who would loan us this money on a pure busitl.'esslike
basis-( 5 or 6 percent interest). We would . have no trouble
at all, Lord willing, to meet the monthly payments. Our problem is getting the initial loan. Or, is there a brother who is
in the banking business who could help us · on this great
undertaking? Or, is there a congregation in the South that
could help us in some way? We are not asking for a giftevery penny will be repaid. We just need help in the initial
loan.
11. We do not intend to ask for anything that we can
supply ourselves; however, 'this particular need is beyond our
capabilities to provide. Also, if these brethren were not doing their very best and were not willing .to go "all out" to
make it a reality, I would not -make this appeal.
This building is a dire need in this area. N!eenah is the
hub-city in this area (the Fox River Valley) of some 300,000

/

Page Five

FOUNDATION

people . This is a very densely populated -section. Tliere is
also a small congregation of seven Christians in Green Bay,
40 miles from here; so this makes 30 New Testament Christians in an area of 300,000 people, and only one full-time
evangelist. So, brethren, you can see the force of this appeal.
We need a building to add stability to the work; we want the
people up here to know we have come to stay.
Let us hear from you soon if you are able to help us in
this endeavor. It is our prayer to begin by May 1st. If you
would like to inquire further please write: Church of Christ-,.
Box 109, Neenah, Wisconsin. We beseech the prayers o_f all._

NEWFOUNDLAND WORK
The church in Winfield, Kansas, has had an interest in
the Lord's work in Newfoundland since its beginning some
two years ago. It was two of the members from this congregation who began the work there, Brother and Sister Kenneth Smith. Up to this time our encouragement to them has
been in the way of letters and prayers, but now we are rea;dy
to assume a greater obligation in the work there.
According to Brother Harold Thomas of Bangor, Maine,
and Brother C. ~· McPhee of Beamsville, Ontario, who recently made a survey trip there, two things are needed to
get the work started on a sound basis among the natives of
Newfoundland. One thing, is a man of experience to go and
direct the work, the other is a suitable building in which
to meet. We have confi-dence that such a man will be found ,
who is willing to go, therefore t•h e church in Winfield will
assume tl.le responsibility fo r raising the funds for the building program. Already, suitable lots have been selected, and
the sooner we get behind this program the better it will be
for those workers who are planning to go there. The c:Jlurch
here will see that the proper restrictions are included in the
deed, and will hold title to the property until there are Christians in Newfoundland permanent enough to keep the same.
We plan to designate one Lord's. day contribution per
month to this work, and trust that others may see the need
by sending contributions to the same. Since building costs
there are about the same as in the states this congregation
will not j)e able· to assume all the financial burden, but must
receive aid from other places and individuals.
We shall gratefully acknowledge c.ontributions towar-d this
work from .everyone interested, and will keep you informed
of the progress of the same. We soliCit your prayers and fellowship in this work. All contributions should be sent to:
H. A. Sipe, 2104 Simpson, Winfield, Kansas, · designated for
Newfoundland Building Fund.-DA VID V. FULTZ.
FINEB-IDLES
The Arn.erican Standard · Revised Translation of the Bible
o-f 1901 Still stands at the top in the estirna.tion of most peo·
ple as a faithful translation into the English language. All!
of the Bibles below are in the Arn.erican Standard Revised
Version and they are all of the highest quality in printing
manufactuling and binding:
'
No. 2254-Y, Black Face type, Pron01mcin"', Bible
Dictiona-ry, References, Oo.ncordance~ India
Paper -- ----- - ----- --- ----- - ---- -~-------$18.00
No. 5676X, Black Face type, Pronouncing,
Concordance, India Paper ------------ ------ 17.50
No. 5678X, Combined Concordance,. Zipper _______ 19.00
No . .154X, References, Maps, no other helps,
light, specially desired by preachers _________ 14.50
All these Bibli(S are of the highest quality of manufacture
and the highest plices in the series. They are all in stock
at the Firm Foundation office and will be mailed :immediately
upon y01i'l' order. These a.re the lines most commonly called
for by our leading preachers and Bible teachers.
FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISIDNG 'HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Studies In Galatians {No. 7)
R.C.Bell
In these "Studies," we are now leaving, "The apostle of
liberty" (Gal. 1, 2), for, "The doct ine of liberty" (Gal. 3,
.4 )

0

Paul's Questions
1'aul marveled that the Galatians, who had wholeheartedly
accepted the gospel when he first went among them, could
so quickly embrace "a different gospel"-a gospel so I'adically and fatally different from the gospel they had r eceived
from him that it would not save them. Knowing that they
failed to realize the folly and deadliness of the error they
were making, he broke ;mt:. "0 foolish Galatians, who did
bewitch you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly set
forth crucified? This only would I learn of you, Received ye
the Spirit by the works of law, or by the hearing of faith?
Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now
perfected in the flesh?" (Gal. 3 : 1-3) .
By these simple, yet discerning questions, Paul hoped to
lead the Galatians into seeing that they were under the
witchery of blind ·teachers, and thus to enable th em to recover themselves from the infatuation of'legalism. To ask the
right question in some cases requires more thorough know ledge of th e subject, and displays more sldll in teaching and
exhorting than to make a speech. These questions a re still
liv.ing and apt, ana hell) us get our religion straight. Some
Christians, since they fall into the Galatian heresy of th inking they can be "perfected in the flesh," are in range of
these explosive questions which Paul shot at the dalatians.
If Peter needed Paul's rebuke, who may not need it?
Inasmuch as the body of every Christian is a t emple of
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19), Paul felt no need of asking
even these recent converts from h eathenism whether or not
they had th e Spirit. But in order that they might better
understand the differ ence between the basic working principles of grace and law, and their irreparable loss in going
back to law; his inquiry focus ed on the truth that God gave
them the Holy Spirit at the same time, and for the same
reason, that he gave them remission of sins (Acts 2:38).
"He that supplieth the Spirit to you, and worketh miracles
among you, doth he do it by the works of law, or by the hearing of faith?" ( 3:5). God g ives his Spirit to all who obey
th e gospel (Acts 5:32), but not to men who choose toremain under law, for the death penalty of a ll breakers of law
rests upon them. Upon this grand gospel truth, Paul built
an argument to the Galatians, .which h e expected to convince
them of the abs urdity, blunder, and sin of thinking they
could be "perfected in the flesh."
These provative questions help tQ an understanding of
some things ; namely: m en become Christians and r eceive
the Holy Spirit, not by law and works, but by grace and
faith; God freely gives both "remission of s:ns" and "the
gift of the Holy Spirit" to men when they obey the gospel;
for Christians to rely on law and self-effort fdr justification
and sanctification_ is to give up Christ, the Holy Spirit, a nd
grace altogether. Justification "is of faith that it may be
according to grace" (Rom. 4: 16). Grace and faith are correlates and imply each other. Grace and works are antipodes
and exclude ea,ch other. Grace nullifies law, and faith nullifies meritorious works. As light expells darkness, ' so grace
expells "works of law."
Imbedd ed in this argument pertaining to Christian doctrine is another question: "Did ye suffer so many things in
vain? If it be indeed in vain." According to Acts 14, Paul and
his Galatian converts were bitterly persecuted by both Jews
and Galatians at the beginning of the gospel in Galatia. His
readers had experienced much suffering-too much to get
no gain, for there should be great moral value in suffering.
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"Thro ugh many tribulations we must enter into th e kingdom
of Goo." "Through tribulation to triumph" is Christian doctrine. On the principle that they already had too much invested to forfeit, Paul exhorted: "Cast not away therefore
your boldness which hath great recompense of reW'ard" (Heb.
10:25). After this forceful appeal, he, w.istfully pleading,
trailed off more winsomely still, "If it be indeed in vain."
Prevalence of Legalism
__ Legalism and human works ·hold a strange enchantment
over poor man's proud , self-sufficient heart. They have ever
inspired the enmity of the flesh and of the world against the
gospel of God's graces. It is to be feared that Christendom to-day is largely legalized rather than Christianized. Man, · used
to acquiring things by work and accustomed to working for
things in proportion to the value which he puts on them,
correctly thinks that salvation from sin and peace with
God are of superlative .;,ortjl, and therefore reasons that he
must expend correspondingly great effort in order to secure
them. How false such reasoning! How empw such labor!
' "The Lord knoweth the r~asonings of the wise, that they are
vain." Christianity uniquely gives for the asking these priceless benefits-benefits that men with all their wisdom, asceticism , and strivings can neither earn, merit, nor get eh;ewhere gratuitously. Men can scarcely believe that so much
can be had for nothing. It is contrary to all human thinking
and experience; it is too good and too great to be true.
"Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed ."
Abraham's Religious Experience (3:6-9)
Thus far in the chapter, Paul has reasoned with t·he Galatians from their own expe1:ience. Now, h e reasons from the
experience of Abraham. Probably the J udaizers in Galatia
falsely, though tellingly, taught that to be righteous before
God men must, like Abralam and his descendants including
Christ, be circumcised. Paul quoting from Gen. 15: 6 answers:
"Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for
r ighteousness." E lsewhere, he s!Iows tha_t tb is took place before Abraham received circumcision as "a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he ha,d while he was in uncircumcision" (Rom. · 4: 11). After thus smashing the false reasoning , Paul continues to the Galatians: "Know ther efo re that
they that are of fait-h, the same are the sons of Abraham . . .
So then they that are of faith are blessed with the faithfu l
Abraham." For Abraham, faith in God ·was equivalent to
righteousness, and faith like Abra,ham's "who is the father
of us all" (Rom. 4:16), is equivalent · to righteousne.ss for
all his spiritual sons.

_God. Man And Money
1\f. Norvel Young

To meet the n eed of a pamphlet teaching members of the
church their duty in regard to the hand ling of money, a new
pamphlet is being published April 1st. It will contain the
following articles:
"Can I Afford To Be Honest in Business?" by Robert ,Bell;
"The Elder's Responsibility to Wisely Spend the Contribution," E. R. Harper; "It Pays to Give," by Dr. John G.
. Young; "A Libera( Church Will Prosper," Otto Foster;
"What Percent of My Income Should I Give?", Clifton Rogers; "New Testament Teaches Planned Giving," John Banister; "The Proper Use of Money," B. C. Goodpasture; "The
Individual Christian's Duty to Give Each Lord's Day," Jack
Meyer; "Modern Idolatry-Covetousness," Dean Brookshire;
"Sacrificial Giving," F. W. Mattox; and "The Land is the
Lord's," by Tim O'Shanahan.
These may be ordered at lOc each from the Firm Foundation, Box 77, Austin 61, Texas.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does the Bible Sayl
Tlu-ee Popular Misconceptions of God
The ancient Greeks thought that God lived in "church
buildings" or "temples" whic·h men built. This idea is still
popular with many people. Paul clearly tells us in ·his speech
on Mar's Hill in Athens that the true and ' living God does
not dwell "in temples made with hands." Let us teach ~
children that (}od is a Spirit and "in him. we live and move,
and have our beings . .. For we are also the off spring" (Acts
17:29).
When followers of Christ build church buildings today they
should understand that these buildings are matters of expedie;cy to carry out the command of Christ for us to assemble together to worship, to study the Bible, to ·have fellowship with one another, to do benevolent work, etc. The.
building is sim.ply a tool. It is not the "church." The church
is composed of living stones, Christians, members of the kingdom. When we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son
of God, repent Df our sins, and are buried with him in baptism unto the forgiveness of our sins, the Lord adds us to
the church (Acts 2:38-47).
We do not enter the church on Sunday morning, and leave
it at noon the same day. \V:e live in the church seven days
a week. At certain times the church assembles for worship.
At other times it is scattered in daily work. The church is
nDt a building, but the spiritual body of Christ. Paul was
talking about our daily life with Christ when he told Timothy, "These things write I unto thee : . . that thou mayest
know how thou ought to behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth" (1 Tim. 3:15) .
2. Another conunon misconception of Go<l is that we are
to worship him. "as though he needed anything." Many pagan
religions leave sacrifioces of food and drink before their idols
becaus.e they think God needs these gifts . Even in our enlightened age many citizens have the idea that we are pleading with them to obey God primarily because God nee<ls their
tim.e or their money. Nothing could be further from the truth.
God is the creator. We are his creatures. He gives to us life,
breath, and all things (Acts 17:25). He made all men so that
they might seek him and find their pul'po()se, their joy in
serving him.. We are the ' ones standing in need of God.
God loves us and wants us to serve him, but no man is so
rich or so intelligent or so powerful that God needs him. We
appeal to you to obey God because you desperately need him.
God can give you peace, happiness, spiritual strength now. He
can give you\. heavenly home after death!
3. The third error of the sophisticated Greeks was to
think that God is like "unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven
by art and man's device." God is a spirit; and they that worship him in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). Even in the
second commandment God prohibited the making of any graven image for the people to bow down before . Yet in traveling
in Europe and in this country I have seen many church buildings with worshippers bowing down before images · of gold,
or silver, or stone. God does not want us to do this. He knows
that these images will become sacred to us, and t·he fove and
adoration we should feel for God will be in some measure
transferred to wood and stone. Let us avoid these three popular misconceptions of God and worship him. "in spirit and iJ;J.
truth."
1.

REMEMBER GOD IN YOUR WILL
Give generously to God during your lifetime, but be sure

not to forget God in making your will. The kingd!om is spreading, ·but it needs funds after you and I have gone on. It
needs the energy of money as long as this world last. If
you have loved the c·hurch and sacrificed to see the gospel
preached and the poor cared for while you were living, how
much more you· want to see it go on after you have gone to
meet God!
It is a simple matter to make a will, yet about half the
people w:p.o die have failed to take care of · this important
matter. When you do plainly write down your directions for
the use of the property God has given you, specify that a
certain percentage shall be left to the church to be used by
th e elders for some cause in which you are interested . If you
have no preference, you can leave it to them to be used as
they deem best. Or you may wisb. to remember some home
. for homeless children or some Ohristian school or home for
the aged .
Consult with the elders about this matter while you are
thinking of it. Do not wait until you are ill and think you
may die soon. It may be later than you -think. Highway accidents and sudden illnesses often prevent the making of
proper disposition of your estate at the last moment. Jesus
in the parable of the unjust steward taught us to use our
money to make friends of God: "So I tell you, make fritnds
by the right use of your money, which so easily tends to
... wrong--doing, so that when it fails, your fr iends may welcome
you to the eternal dwellings" (Luke 16:7, W illiams Translation). You can't take your money with you, but you can
send it on ahead and lay up treasures in heaven! Don't wait
until you die to give. Give generously now all you can. But
also remember God in your will!
HOW TO SETTLE OlllJRCH TRl>UBLE
L. Loyd Rice
I have lived a half century, lacking a few days, and during that time I have been a member of the church nearly
37 years. In the last quarter of a century I have known much
church trouble. I have seen the church split and factions
pull off. In every case I have seen the clas·h of personalities
enter in. I have seen stubbornn ess, selfishness, bitterness,
jealousy, and -even hatred demonstrated by opposing leaders,
and factions. I have seen love crushed, forgiveness forgotten,
and the true spirit of Christ denied by those desiring to win
for their side. In every case human ideas, opinions, and contentions have taken the place of plain Bible teac·hings.
These things have troubled me much, but in a recent conversation with some good friends a lady made a statement
that gave me the key to all these problems.
In discussing some problems in her own congregation she
mentioned the advice of a departing minister, which was:
"If problems arise for which yo u have no answer, go to
the Bible and find out what is written there."
She said, "We started reading · our Bibles, and we found
love taught more than any other one thing. We concluded
that the basic need of our congregation was love."
Sister, that is the answer. Real Christian love in the heart
of every member of a given congregation will make church
splits impossible. It is the oil that eases the jar of friction.
Love lirings one to Christ in complete surrender, and fills
him with the spirit of the Master. Under the direction of one
great leader all march on toward one goal, with one purpose
in mind, the purpose of spreading the glad tidings of great
joy which shall be to all people. Love begets love in others,'
and will spread from one to the other. It is a magic formula
for solving -church problems. Just try it brethren and see for
yourselves.
Box 128, Sanatorium, Texas.

Page Eight

FOUNDATION

Tuesday, April 7, 19(J3

EDITORIAL

G. H. P. SHOW AL.~'IDR, Edl1or

FIRM

CJIARLES HEBER ROBERSON

I feel a personal loss in the passing of Brother
Charles Heber Roberson at Abilene, Texas, on Monday, March 30, 1953. Brother Roberson was born
February 28, 1879, at Robersonville, North Carolina,
and was baptized by Percy Hooten in 1892. He began
preaching in 1908. Brother Roberson, through his
entire mature life, has been a student and most of
!this time a teacher. His schooling included Georgie
Robertson Christian College, Texas Christian College
and the University of Texas. He served as a minister
of the University Avenue church of Christ at Austin
in 1920, Drew and Albany, Houston, Texas, in 1924,
and at Terrell, Texas, in 1928. He has contributed
valuable essays to the Firm Foundation, Gospel Advocate and some articles to other papers. His publications included : "What jesus Taught", Firm
Foundation publishers, 1931; "Bible Versus ModernLECTURES ON CATHOLICISM

G. C. Brewer will lecture on the menace of Catholicism at
the Garfield Heights Church of Christ, 2842 Shelby Street,
Indianapolis, Indiana, Thursday and Friday nights, April 16th .
and 17th. The Catholic church is strong in Indianapolis and
recently has shown a militant attitude toward the church of
Christ. We invite people from other states to attend these
lectures.-W. L. TOTTY, 2842 Shelby Street, Indianapolis,
Indiana, March 18.

GOING TO KOREA

During the last part of Ma; I will be transferred to Korea
for duty with the First Marine Division. It is, of course,
most difficult to leave my wife, but aside from that I consider this bnt another opportunity of serving the Lord where
others may not have the chance. My· plans are to canvas the

ism", published by the Gospel Advocate in 1946; alsn
"Radio Addresses" over Texas State network. He
has spent a half century teaching. He taught four
years in the public schools of Tennessee; also associated with Brother A. B. Barr:et in starting Childers
Classical Institute (now Abilene Christian College)
in 1906. He also taught at · Southwestern Christian
--College, Denton, Texas, and was with A. B. Barret ·
in founding Clebarro College at Cleburne. He taught
in Thorp Spring Col1ege at Thorp· Spring, Texas.
In 1919 to 1927 Brother Roberson was associated
with Brother A. B. Barret and myself in establish1ng
the Bible Chair in the -university of Texas. Brother ·
Roberson was the teacher in the Bible Chair for a
period of seviffil years, from 1920 to 1927. He also
taught Greek in the University of Texas, a portion
Qf the time. He taug:ht the Bible in Abilene Christian College in 1932 to 1936 when he became head of the
Bible and Biblical Languages, 1936 to 1951. On account of his years of service, he retired from teaching in 1951. . Brother Roberson, while he was preaching and traveling, preached in eight states and in the
District of Columbia. He has done extensive and
valuable research at the University of Texas and in
the Library of Congress. Brother Roberson was a
strong man. He was_ great in service. I have been
associated with few men whom I have held in higher
esteem than Brother Charles H. Roberso~. Besides
'his wife (nee Catherine Moyers), he leaves four children. The funeral is announced to be at Abilene, Texas, at 3 p.m. on April .l. Don Monis, President of Abi• lene Christian College will officiate.
The greatest triumphs of the Christian are not the
notable things of a material nature, but of the Spiritual, and the greatest triumph of all is a faithfulness
'
in the hour of death, and a confidence in the realities
of the glorious resurrection of the just.
Division for members ' 9f the church . The Chaplain will make
it possible for me, with others, to worship as we know the
New Testament teac·hes us. I expect to preach just as I have
for the past six years. In addition t0 work with the Marines
and other members of the Armed Forces we may contact,
I want ' to do what I can to take the gospel to the Koreans.
As a member of the F 'o ntana, California church, I shall report to the elders and I know they 'Will provide me with
whatever assistance they can. They, like other American
churches, are limited in money as well as knowledge of the
Korean needs. However, when I ·c an give them a more accurate report of conditions and needs, they can make whatever facts generally known as ~hey deem appropriate. , The
only general request I have is that those knowing of a member of the church serving with the First Marine Division,
please send me the names and addresses immediately._ F1nally, the prayers of brethren are solicited, especially of those
among wsom I -have labored.-ELVIS E. BOZARTH, Statr
Sergeant, U. S. Marine Corps, Hqrs. Co., , 2d Inf. T'ra. ~egt.,
Camp Pendleton, California.
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Special SUffiffiER SALE -on
RINGS TO CONSIDER''
Few books, among the many that are now being offered for sale, will bear a favorable comparison with this
New Book by W. M. Davis, our first page editor. The second thousand has now been printed, and the hundreds
that have bought, "Things To Consider'' are profuse in their praises of the contents of the book. This is the
Book for the home of every Christian. For the evening in the home, if you want something that will interest
you, that is filled with encouragement, consolation, comfort-and that will make you feel like you want to live
a better ilfe, to cling to the Savior and do his will, please note the contents of this book and see that a copy
finds a place in your home. The regular price is $3.50 per copy. But here is our Special Sale" offer-

"THINGS TO CONSIDERn

s 3.00

ONE COPY
TWO COPIES

5.00

FIVE COPIES

10.00

1. THE PRICES ARE POSTPAID provided you send remittance with order. Why not have four others join you · for the .
purchase at the lowest rate of $2.00?

2. NO BETTER BOOK could be selected for a special gift
to each member of your class.
3. NOTHING IS MORE SUITABLE as a birthday or wedding gift.
4 . VERY A~PROPRIA~E as a gift to father, mother, or
to husband or wife.
THE BOOK CONTAINS 11 chapters, each chapter , subdi·

vided into special stibjects. To illustrate we give you here
the contents bi subjects of chapter 8, on "CHRISTIAN LIV •
lNG":
1. "HOW ARE YOU LIVING," 2. IDGHER GROUND,"
3. "THINGS OF FffiST IMPORTANCE," 4. "WITHIN AND
'- WITHOUT," 5. "THE CHURCH . AND THE WORLD,"
6. "STUMBLING BLOCKS," 7. "WOOD HAY STUBBLE,"
8. "WANDERING STARS," 9. "SWIFT TO HEAR," 10. '~RI·
DLE YOUR TONGUE," 11. "THE DOUBLEMINDED
MAN." "12. "EPISTLES OF CHRIST," 13. "THE MODERN
JUDAS," "EARNEST PRAYER."

CAN YOU THINK OF ANY BETTER READING FOR YOUR OWN PERSONAL BENEFIT?

FIRM FOU DATIO
B IS IN/G ·ao SE
Post Office Box 77

-·•

Austin 61 1 Texas
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Josepll Sherman, 709 East Third Street,
K in sley, Kansas, March 16:
Yesterday I
baptized a man who was seve nty-two years
of age. Jesus came to give lig ht to them
that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of
D,;yle White, U. S. Army Hospital, 8162d death.
AU, APO 1105, c/o Postmaster, San F r ancis co, California, March 23 : There is a group
Arthur '\V, Francis, Jr., P . 0. Box 924,
of Christians meeting a t the Strip Chapel, Sioux City, Iowa, March 25 : W e would lilte
rtazuJ<e Air Base, Fukuoka, Japan, at 3:00 lo announce that Bill Hearn of Lipan , TexP.l\1. each Lord's day for worship. If you as, will help us with our spr ing meeting
know of anyone on the island of Kyushu May 10 -1 7. Brother Hearn is making plans
who is a member. tell th em of our meeting· to join us in the work: in the n ear fu~~e.
or write to me and I will contact them.
There is much to be don e. Pray the ~rd
of harvest that he may send forth other
Ross •1 \lere<lith, Elg.in, .- T exas, March 24 : r eapers fo r the fields are white and the
Four baptized, three restored, and ten placed laborers are few.
membership since January 1. In 1952, twenty - two baptized, five restored, and fourteen
R. C . Copeland, Jr., Clarendon, T exas,
placed membership. Much wo rk yet n eeded March 22: One r estored to duty this morn to be done here but atten<Iance is increas - in g. Crowds good and the contribution is
ing until extra folding chairs are n eeded. abo ut normal in sp ite of th e prolonged
This congrega'tion extr a ordinar ily free from drouth. Th e Lord willing, I shall be in a
divis ions and str ife. May Go d be thanked meeting w ith the good brethren at Boise
for his many bless ings h er e.
C ity, Oklahoma, April 3- 12. I a m anticipat ing a good meeting for the expansion of
G. '\v. · Patterson, Wea-therford, T exas , God's kingdom and to Go d's glory.
The
Marc h 27 : Thus far for the year th ere h ave ' Finn F ou nd a ti o n continues to be a very
been twelve add ition s . Of th ese: nine were goo d -paper. You are doing a great work
baptisms, four from the Baptist church. in our Mas ter's nam e. I have time for some
Thanks for the powe r of the gospel. \Vh en more m ee tings in the summer.
,through thi s part of the counr.ty, stop a nd
visit w ith the church of Christ that stands
John F . Lilly, S eagr aves, T exas:
Our
fot· the true go s pel of Christ at 130'0 N o rth Spring meeting came to a close last Sunday
Main Street. Call us and spend the nightj night with eight respons es, two baptisms,
w ith us. Phones 1756 and 1657 W-2 .
s_ix confessions of wrong. Marshall Davis
did the preaching in this meeting. Marshall
G. s. Westbrook, Pioneer Park, Lubbock, "is an excellent .preach er. He preaches for
T exas, March 20: Dayton Keesee, of Indian - , the F a ir Grounds Road Church of Chris t in
a polis c losed our spring meeting last Lord' s San Angelo, Texas, and is doing a fine work
day. Seventeen responded to th e invitation. there. 'l:h ey have h a d about orty additions
Four were baptized, one pla ced membership there in th e past eight months. The work
and tw elve were restored. Leon Kelley l e d h e r e in Seagra ves is progressing v e ry nicely
the singing. Both men did fine jobs. The with unity prevailing. Th ere h ave been fifchurch here is at work. We are beginning teen baptisms, tw enty -f i ve restorations , and
a $ 6~,0·00 education building now.
A new abo ut tw enty to place membership with
r ec ord of 355 was set in Bible school las t this congrega tion since I began preaching
Lord's day.
h ere las t Septe mber 1.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
Curl Tyson, Route 1, Box 197A, Gilmer,
T exas, March 25 : One baptized and one r e s t ored at Graceto n r ece ntly. I began reg ular work at Graceton after five years at
East Mountain .
A,. n. Holton, Central Chu r ch of Christ,
Nashville, Tenn es see; March 28:
Heserva tions for Blue R id ge, North Carolina camp
meeting July 18-24 are coming· daily . Write
J. W . Brents, Woodmont B lvd., Nas hv ille,
Tennessee.

Lloy<l E. Ellis, 361 College Dr., Abil ene,
'Texas, March 2'7 : I have accepted an invitat ion to preach fo r the congregation in Chula
V i-s ta, California, b eginning J u n e 1st. Th e
family a nd I wel com e this opportunity to
Teturn to Ca lifornia .

•

Herb Swinney, Coleman, T exas :
Thr ee
were b ap tized a t Coleman this week. A 71year old m a n a nd hi s wife, a nd a 17-year
old boy m a d e p oss ibl e th e h appy occasion.
I am told that the e ld e rly coupl e's r esponse
was a result of personal worlt that was be··
,gu n some twenty -five years ago.
'l'ruruan Cnrney, 6152 S. Grand Blvd., St.
Louis 11, Mis souri, March 27: B1i>ther Clifton Ganus preached at Spring and Blaine last
Sunday. Two were baptized at th e morning
~Service.
Th e spr in g meeting w ill b egin
May 3 at Spring and Blain e. Brother Wil·'Son Wallace will do the pr eachin g .
Clau<le Robertson,
H as k ell, Oklahoma,
March 26 : I have compl e t ed my first year
with the good congregation here.
During
the past year the church bought a preach er's
home, air - conditioned the aud itorium and
-ordered n ew pews. We have had 72 rt;sponses to the inv itation, 39 baptisms, 30
restorations a nd 3 to ' place m embership. It
is a pl easure to work with a happy a nd
growing church as we hav e her e.

I

G. W . Patterson, 1300 North Main S treet,
vVeatherford , T exas, Marc h 27: L ectur eship
beginning as of April 12 to co ntinu e through
Apr il 19. Speakers' G. W. Patterson; Derrel
M . R. Phillips, Victoria, T exas , March 29:
Starlin g of Mineral Wells, T ex as ; Roy E.
I am in th e mid s t of a fine m ee ting with
Howell of Decatur, T exas; T exas Stephen s
the church in Electra, T exas. Th ere h ave
of Dallas, T exas; Leonard Mullens of Dallas,
been four r espon ses s o f a r. A m a n and his
Texas; J ohnny Richter of Cl e burne, T exas ;
goo d w ife were baptized. Good crowds a r e
vVilso n M. Coon of Dallas, T exas, a nd L eo n
in attendance for a ll services. Brother A.
Odom of Dallas, T exas. A cordial invitatio n
F. Thurman, my father in the gospel, has
to a l l. Se rvic es at 7:30 P.M. daily.
and is doing a great work h ere. He is lov ed
by all. Pray for us an d v is it us in Victoria
Ben West, L ampasas, T exas , March 26:
at 90"7 N. Cameron Stree t.
One id entif ied on th e Lord's day: Two hundred nin eteen at prayer W edn esday nigh t .
Ralpl• T. Sweet, Davis, Oklahoma, March Next Wednesday the you n g m en w il l speal<
17: Work going fine in Davis. Recently on "The Requisites of a Prosperous Church."
added 26 by baptism and r es toration. The The young m arri ed m en s poke l as t night on
public sahool is in n eed of a h ead fo o tball "So und Doctrine." The ladies of the church
coach. This is a lovely town in which to a re doin g a fruitful serv ice in "Zone Work."
liv e and a good s choo l with which to work. Perso n a l evange li s m k eeps a c h urch active
If any one who is intereste d in this po si tion and counts out family quarrels too. Get them
will contact Mr. Phillip White, Supt.,
ere too busy to start a fu ss. It is on e of tlie
in Davis, it will b e appreciated. W e are first l esso n s our parents taught u s at h ome.
anxious to get as many faithful m e m bers
of the church on the faculty as possible.
Clint Lovelady, 1833 E. 22nd Street, Mer ced , California : Th e annua l Yosemite ' Na Willl:un Henry Hale, 1601 East 19th St.; tional Park Encampment is to be this year
Cheyenne, Wyom ing, March 26: I will be July 19-31. B r other Wm. S. Irvine of Bellavailable for a meeting from May 31 throug h flower, California, a nd Brother C. E. McJun e 12. Since l ast r eport th er e has been Gaughey of Springfield, Missouri, will be
one adde-d by baptism , an d ·we a r e h av ing the evening speak ers in the_ Church Bow l.
splendid c rowds a t all th e services.
We In Cam p 9 there will be a diff eren t speaker
are beginning to have quite a few visitors. each -morning a nd a vacatio n Bible School.
In 1952 we had 430 visito rs. When you p ass. Why n ot plan to spend your vacation at the
throu g h Cheyenne, please stop and worship Yose mite Encampment thi s year. Th e Enwith u s. If you h ave no way to get to the campment is under the direction of the El church building, just call 2- 4828. I will be ders of the Livingsto n and _Merced Churches
more th a n glad to assist you.
of Christ.

Doyle B•mta, Box 205, West Helena, Arl<ansas, March 26: The church of Chri s t is
now m eeting in Hughes, Arkansas. Brother
Port er Hogan of West M emphis, Ark a n sas,
i s doin g th e preac hing th er e each Sunday
morning at 10:45 and afternoon at 5 :00' p .m.
in the American . L egio n Hall. Please notify
him if you know of any members living
tthei•e. Not many months ago we baptized
S ister K ate Cannon from Holly Grove, Ark a n sas. Since that time th e Shiloh bre thren
have met with her in h e r home s in ce she is
in a wheel c h air. Services will be con ducted in h er h om e until a -b etter place is
arr anged. P l ease notify me if you k,now
of m embe r s ther e. We are hoping th is be g innin g'" will l ea d to a stro n g co n g r ega tion
in Hol ly Grove.
Basil C. Doran, P. 0 . Box 186, F erris , Texas, March 16: Th e wo rk of the Lord here
in Ferris continues to make progress. Yesterday was a great day-not only were we
b l essed with l a rge a udi en ces , but t wo were
r esto r ed to their first l ove. Th ere are more
p eople who are not memb ers in attendance
n ow t h a n ever before in the history of the
co n g r ega tion .
Our radio pr og r a m , "The
Gospel in Song," h eard each Sunday_ morning at 8 :15 over Station KGKO, 1480 kcs.,
is accomplishing much good. The m eet ing
recently with the church in Italy, T exas, was
a pleasa nt one. Brother K enn eth Free l ed
the songs. One was r es tore d. My n ext m ee ting is with t he Church Street congr egat ion
in Mobile, Alabama-March 22nd through
March 31st. Brother Paul Epps .will direct
the singing. When you are in this section,
visit with u s .
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C . J1. Glas~ow, Box 906, San Felipe, T exas,
March 26 : I have been working with the
church at Sealy since January and enjoying
it very much.
Th e inter est is good. We
have Bibl e classes on Sunday and an extra
good class each ·wednesday night. Brother
E. L. Stern has be en a faithful gospel min ister here fo r more than five years.
He
would cons id e r local work wilh a congre gation nea r h re.
I h ave some time for
meetings n e,.t sull'lmer. May the Lord bless
Brother Tic e Elkins and family.
We are
praying for them daily .

Ira Y. Rice, Sr., Norman, Oklahoma, March
26: I am engaged in conducting a song drill
for the Norths id e church in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. Brother I. C . Nance is the e:t:fi cient minister for this congregat io n.
We
are having a very f in e int eres t in the schoo l.
I close th e r e Sunday, and th e Lord willing·,
I shall b eg in a school i n Chickasha, Okla h oma, next Monday night for the congrega tio~ wher e Broth e r Waldo Proff itt is th e
f a ithful minister. Success to th'e Firm Foun d a tion and its staff, also to the r eaders of
this good pap e r.

Doyle C:ulJiou, San Antonio, T exas, March
24: Th e work h ere moves a lon g at a fast
clip with a new building in the planning
stage and abo ut r eady to be launched. · During the· first t e n m onths that I have labored
with th e Government Hill congregation th e re
have be e n 117 responses also we have shattered our r ecor d contributLons thr ee times.
We have or ganized our classes and instituted a teach e r training program that . tends
to make our t eachers much more efficient.
A new ladies' class has been started with
much interest manif€st. So it seems as the
elders tell me, that we are doing better
t.han ever b efore. To the Lord be all the
praise.
Wh e n in San Antonio, won't you
stop and worship with us?

Robert A. Dolton, Box 245, L ometa, T exas,
lVIarch 19: The mol e-School of the Air, .a
radio broadcast of the gospel, suppo1-ted by
the churches of Christ in Lom e t a , Star, and
Lake Victo r, and conducted by Robert A.
Bolton of Lom e ta und er the oversight of
th e Lometa elders, can now be h eard in Central Texas ove r Station KCYL, Lampasas,
1450 on the dial, each day, 'M onday throug h
Frida y at 1 :0'0 P.M. This is in addit ion to
the weekly Sunday morning broadcast of
the hour of worship h eard at 10:45 A.M.
ever the same station. We thank God for
this unusual opportunity of sowing the seed
of the kingdom and pray that we may not
b eco me weary in well doing, but press on
toward the goal.

Grover C. Ross, 613 W. Fou~rh Street, Portales, New Mex ico, May 25: C . E. McGaughey of Springfield, Missouri, aRs isted us in
an e i g ht-d ay m eet in g which r es ulte d in 25
baptis ms an d 14 restorations. \Ve have never had bett er i nter es t or l arger crowds to
attend a . me e ting.
The church on West
Fourth is working in harmony and h as
great zeal a nd love for the cause of Christ.
This congregation (500) is supporting two
full-time pre ach e rs, th e Bible Chair at the
E .N .M.U. with th e assistance of other state
churches, and spend ing approximately $1000
on r adio per y ear, so me lt\.ission work also.
We are now working toward a n Orph a ns'
Home toward which 80 ac r es of land v a lu e d
at $25,000 was given in J a nuary. w ·e have
$5200 in cash toward the $25,000 in cash we
want to r a ise this year. Wh e n in Portal es ,
you are invited to worship with us.

E<trl D. M:.m sur, Sr., 1 92 6 S. 13th St.,
Chickasha, Ol<lahoma, March 16: We want
to thank all the fine preach ers who hav e
written us since the first of February, regarding the work a t Sixteenth a nd Flor ida
an d advise them that we h ave secured the
serv ic es of Brother T e d B. Underwood, Jr.,
to begin April :Lst. The preaching has been
carried on the past several Sundays by our
home forces and will b e the remainder of
March. Yesterday, we baptize d the husband
of one of our fa ith ful sisters. Brother Lido
Petrini, whom we are supporting in Italy,
reports that he is able to do a grea t deal of
preaching and personal work 'in spite of his
be ing in the army. We would w e lcome any
visitors traveling through Chickasha to
worship with us. Brother L. R. Wilson will
ass ist us in a m ee ting April 29 through May
10.

SPRING I.ECTURESHIP PROGRAIU

GEORGIA CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE
Valdosta, Georgia. April 8-10, 1953
GENERAL THEME:
Time

9:00
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"First Century Pr inc ipl es for Tw e nti e th C · n tury Chris ti a n s "
WEDNESDAY, April 8

Sub'.lect or Acth·ity

C lasses for Stud ents·

·

S'tteah:er, T e acllers

Jacl< Exum, L. Hazelip
M r s. E. H. Ijams
J ack Exum

9:40
10':30
10':40
12:15
2:15
3:15
7:30
8:15

"Wh a t Sh a ll It Profit?"
Int e rmi ss ion
Faith and vVorks
Hers h ell Bass
Lunch
Singing for Everybody
James \Ya lker
Classes for Parents, Preache;·s and T eachers (If suffic ie nt interest)
Th e Great Commission in The Tw e ntieth Century
H ersh e l Bass
Th e T ongue-Its Glory a nd Its Sh ame
\'i'info rd Cla iborn e

9:00
9:40
10:30
10:40
9:00

Classes for Students
Pau l Hunton, J ohn T . Smithson, Jr., Mrs. E. H. Ijams
Continuing Power But N ew P e rils in the T went ie th Century
Paul Hunton
Inte rmission
Wh a t Chr ist ians Must Do T o Be Saved
J ohn T. Smithson, Jr.
Sp ec ia l

9:00
9:40
10:30
10:40
12:15
2:15
3:15
7:30
8:15
9:00

Classes for Stud e n ts
G. K. Wallace, Mrs. E. H. · Tja1ps
"Be Thou Faithful Unto Death"
Dabn e y Ph ilipps
Inte rmis s ion
Th e Home, th e Chur·ch, and the School
G. K . Wallace
Lunch
Singing for Everybody
J ames Walker
Classes for Pat· e n ts, Preachers and T eache rs
Christ ianity in the Home
Things Bound and Things Loos e d in New T es t ament Religion
G. K. Wallace
Th e G.C.I. Chorus

Elton D. Dilbeck, 1335 Granada Drive,
New Orleans 22, Loui s iana, March 18: Since
we began our work with the Carrollton
Avenue church on February 1, sixteen have
been added to the m embersh ip.
Interest
in all phases of our work is good and we
a r e finding the brethren ready and willing
to do everythin g for a greater work in this
great metropolis. We me e t for worship at
Carrollton Avenue an d Palmyra Street, mid way between Canal an d Tulane Streets on
C a n·ol~ton.
A premillennial group meets in
a noth er sec tion of our city. I trust all who
pla n to visit our city this year will notice
our a ddress a nd worship with us durjng
their stay here. I am to preach in a m ee ting at Clarksville, Arkansas, March 23 April 1.
G. s. Westbrook, Box 486, Lubbock, T exas,
March 23:
Two w e re baptiz e d last Lord':;
day. One was a former Presbyterian. Two
were restored and one was identified. This
makes 23 respons es the last two L ord's days,
and several more are expected right away.
The elders have worked out a more sys tematic way of doing personal work and
are getting excellent cooperation from the
m e mb ership. We are trying to have every
member at work. We are beginning a new
educational building, a two-story annex,
about -90 f ee t long. This will greatly enhance our Bible school work I am to be
in a meeting with the Brykerwood church
in Austin, May 4-13, the Lord willing. Mac
Bartee is the very fine evangelist there.
June 1-10, my hom e congreg·ation, Pioneer
Park, in Lubbock, is. sending mE' for a mis sion effo rt in Durango, Colorado. Why not
plan your vacation there at that t i m e and
g iv e us a boost in this meeting?
Cecil A llen, Box 50, P lains, T exas, March
16: We have just concluded a meeting of
one week with Brother Luther Roberts of
Corsicana, Texas, preaching. This meeting
·
;was furmshed
us by the church at Spur,
T exas, Broth er Fred McGinty, and Mrs. Oscar McGinty.
We are ind eed grateful to
th e m.
Had fine interest throughout, four
baptiz e d and one restored. The church has
only been plant ed in Plain s abo ut s ix months . .
Th e future is very bright here.
We are
about to purchase lots for a building. Our
imm e diate n eed is a building.
At present
we a r e m eet ing in the cou.rt house.
We
have to drive, at present, sixty-fo ur miles
to baptize aRyone and this is proving a hin·drance to our worlc
When we buy the
lots, we won't have any money to build.
Won't some of the congregations and brethren who read this come over into Plains and
help us? If we can get a start, we will
borrow the bal a nc e. If we had to borrow
the full amoupt, we cou ld not meet the
paym e nts n ow. Any contribution, no matter
how s m a ll or lar ge, wi ll help and we wiJ.l
acknowledge a ll h elp received.

'I'HURSDAY, AI>ril 9

FRIDAY, At>ril 10

. WRITE FOR LITERATURE

::~ GRiliGS · EO.UIPMENT.J~.0.'7
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FACULTY COMPLETE FOR BLUE RIDGE T exas; Mrs. Oscar Foy, David Lipscomb ColCAMP MEETING
l ege , Nashville, T en n essee; and a special facBlue Ridge, .North Carotin..-., July 18-:W

A. R. Holton
We are glad to announce that the speakers
for the Blue Ridge E-ncampment have been
chosen. They are as follows: "J esse P. Sewell, Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas; L.
E . Cranford, University Church of Christ,
Nashville, T en n essee; J. M. Rowell, Minister
of Church of Christ, Franklin, Tenn essee;
James E. Laird, Minister of Church of Christ,
Rockmart, Georgia; J. W. Brents, Nashville,
Tenn essee; Bill Davis, Song Leader, Dallas,

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST .
800 S. ltlarks ·Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York

(

WILLIA!ti N. FRYER-Evangelist
ROGER ·w . HAWLEY-Evangelist
Snndny-10:00 A ..u. and 6:00 P.lll.
Wednesday-7:30 P.Itl.
Plume:

PResident

4-4736

Central YMCA Auditorium

19 S. LA SALLE S.T.

•

Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Worship, ll:OOA.M. and 2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30P.M.

FOR CHURCHES AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS

'"/1

JV~fl,nJ'I" FOLDING

t'*l/116''""'" .CHAIRS
Extra wide and deep seats
and backs; reinforcedateel
frame. Metal parts corrosion-resistant Bonder-

ized, then 2 coats outdoor
enamel. Seat styles:
Formed plywood OR
shaped steel OR imitationleather upholstered.
Write Dept. 124

AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY
2930 Canton Street

1703 Bell Avenue

Dallas 1. Te•as

Houston 3, Texas

ulty for t eacher training selected from BIble schools in Nashville, T ennessee.
All vis itors to the mee ting are to be
hous ed in the building of the YMCA. Board
and room with bath, $36. Board and room
without bath, $28.5ct.
This m eet ing gives one an opportunity for
a week's study uninterrupte d by business
or other interferences. People from seven (t een states spent a week 'in pro.fitable study
and recreation last year. There is ;no better
place for quiet m e ditation than Blue Ridge
at the gateway of the g:reat S'mol'Y Mount a in National Parle You should make reservations now for this meeting. Send reservations to J. W . Brents, 4001 Woodmont
Blvd., Nashville, T ennessee.

-------0-------

DEAN BROOKSHIRE ltiOVES TO LUBBOCK
Itt. Norvel Young
Sunday, May 17th, Brother D ean Brookshire of the Ninth and Columbia church in
Plainview begins a new work with the new
Sunset congregation in Lubbocl,, located at
34th and Memphis. Broth er Brookshire attended Freed-Hard eman College and has con -
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A . P. Henthorn, 1409 W. Park St., DOdge
City, Kan sas, March 25: Since your visit
with me in Ogden, Utah, I began a series
of evangelistic meetings in the northwest
but I b ecam e too ~ic k; at Wells, Nevada, and
the docto r advised against my continuing
~h e worlc.
After two sessions in the hospital I am again in good health and I ·have
a desire to assist needy congregations that
want to work. I will make my home in
Dodge City, Kansas. _ Any congregation near
enough may contact me a t this address.
1. D. Ames, Cassville, Missouri, March ~5:
I want to tell the readers of the Firm Foun-.
dation who assisted the brethren at Cartervill e, Missouri, in buil(ling the ir meeting
hou se that the f inancial assistance was
deeply appreciated. They now have a nice
com modious ho·use, nicely arranged and well
heated, and enti r ely paid for. Th ese brethr en made a real lfac rific e. I hav e just closed
a m eeti ng th e r e. Brothe r and Sister Scott
are to be g iv en much credit for this work
and I am s ure that there will be great good
accomp lished in the future by the good
people who cons-titute this congregation. My
m ee ting was well attended. Th ere were at
least six preachers- from the· s urrounding
congregat ions and every congr ega tion in
those pa rts was represented for which we
a re very thankful. Pray for the success of
the work at Carterville, Missouri.

lllax T. Nee!, Waco, T exas, March 17:
We w e re greatly encouraged last Lord's day
by the fact that we set a new high In Bible
class attendance with 375, and had tll.e
larg est evening audience for a r egular servive we have ever had. We had three bap.
ltized, including one active Baptist.
In a
recent m eeting of the elders, it was decided
to add an annex to our Bible school rooms
to accommodate our increasing attendance,
as we plan to begin having two worship
services on Lord's day mornings soon, and
will n eed the extra space all the more. The
elders who were Insistently solicited, agreed
to talse the sponsorship of Brother Dale Pittman and his fam!ly as they r et urn to Italy
this summer to work in Bologna, and with
the help of other congregations who want
to have a part in this fine work, will s upport them. We take courage at. .the forward
movement of the church everywhere! The
1re
tinned his study privately and by corre- Lord willing, I will be with th e church at
spondence courses. He has been in local work Ennis March 23 to April 1 in a gospel meetsince 1940 having work ed at Monument, ing. Pray for us!
Lovington and Carlsbad, New Mexico, and
at Slaton and Plainview, Texas.
He has
Jesse Brookshire, Box 273, Morton, Texas,
b een in Plainview for six years. In that March 14: The nine months we have spent
time the church there has doubled in num- working with the church here has been
ber of members and ·has been iloing from mo s t pleasant and profitable for the cause
$12,000 to $20,000 per year of miss ion work. of Christ. During that time we have had
They have taken the l ead in conducting an twenty-eight responses to the invitation:
annual West T10xas Singing Normal. Last eleven by baptism, ten restorati ons, and sevyear they estab lished another congregation en to place membership. Th e first of the
year the elders s ubmitted the larges t budget
in Plainview.
Brother Brookshire has done work in gos- in the history of the congregation, and we
We
pel meetings in T exas, New Mexico, Califor- have gone over it every Lord's day.
nia, Idaho, Colorado and Vermont. His fam- a re helping In the support of Brother Cecil
ily consists of Sister Brookshire and two Allen at Plains, Texas, and are supporting
Brother Juan Ga-rcia, Delecias, Mexico, with
adopted sons, Herbert, 6• and Dudley, 4.
The Sunset cong-regation began in May of the assistance of Granite, Oklahoma, and
1952 and has grown consistently. They are Bogata, Texas. Numbers are faithful at all
building the first permanent unit of their th e servic es now who were not regular and
church building and will be worshipping· in interes t is at a n all tim e high. We have
it soon. Christians in the other ten congre - broken a.l! previous r ecords in Bible study
gations in Lubbock as well as the faithful attendanc e and broke them again last Suncongregation at 34th and Memphis rejoice day with 190 present for Bible study. C. M.
to welcome th e Brooks hires to this city, Moser begins a meeting with us March 22,
Th e Lord has blessed our community with a nd Wilburn Whittington will be · with u.s
a splendid spirit of unity and brotherly love. August 10th.
A Vacation Bible School is
Brother Brookshire's coming will mean much planned for the first of June. I am in a
to the growth of the kingdom in this area. meeting at Bula, with one baptism thus far.
Visitors will find a warm welcome in this I go next to Maple April 19-26. When coming this way, worship with us.
congregation.
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VITAL MESSAGE ON
RUSSIANS
"Where the·re is no visi<m,
perish." Prov. 29:18.

the people

\', E. Howard, 1128 Commerce Highway,
Greenville, Texas, March 24 : I am now in a
good m eeti ng with the church in Guymon,
Oklahoma.
Jimmy Campbell is th e l ocal
e vangelist.
Recently co n c lud ed m eet ings
with the Diamond Hill. church in Ft. Worth,
T exas, where Neal Marshall is regular minister, and with the church in Hay;_,ille,
Lou isiana, where Wendell Wink l er is the
local evangelist. T e n additions in previous
meetings. Next I sha ll be with the church
i n Monroe, Louisiana, Apr il 3-12. Following
this I s hall be with the churc h in Bastrop,
Loui s iana, April 19-30, and with the church
in St. J o , T exas
"-Y- 1-10.

.W hile others a re doubting, the Russian Bible Society is again getting ready
its Bible sling to shoot at the communist
Goliath. T hrough the ministry of Pastor
Malof, the exiled Russian Church , leader
an d President of the Russian Bible Society, more souls have been converted to
Christ on the Russian mission fie lds
than through any other human instrument.
He has been called the Martin
Luther and John Wesley of Russia. The
well known Christian leader, Colonel F. J.
Miles, the form er · chief Chaplain of the
Australian armed forces . ·has recently
stated:
·

The Russian Bible Society deserves the
most liberal support of all Bible loving
people. For $2 .00 one Bible can be
printed, for $100 fifty, and for $1,000
five hun dred Bibles. Donations may be
addressed to the Russian Bible Society,
Inc., P. 0 . Box 2709, Washington, D. C.
The opportunity is g r eat, and the n eed
most urgent.
THE RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY
P. 0. Box 2709, Washington, D. C.
I ·have the pleasure of enclosing my
Contribution of $------for your importan~ and ur gent work.
Name

---------------------------

Street --------------------------City and State -------------------"And this .I do for the Gospel's sake,
tha t I might be partaker thereof with
you." 1 Cor. 9:23.

kind (about 1& kinds) in Am e rica, that can
establish or defend a BaP>tist chur ch in tne
presence of Curtis Po rter.
Th4 ch urch of.
the Lord today mu st r id· itsel f of an inferiority compl ex with a l ot o f its m embers, and
meet and uproot those plans (d e nominations
of every kind) and let the truth purify the
hearts of men. The ch urch n eeds to be on
the offensive, r ecogn i zes nobody unless
called out and trained by the Lord through
the word regardless of fi r st, second or third
Baptists, or any other denomination set up
by man.

~·. Wood Tow Aile~, Kearney, Nebraska,
March 2(): I am starting a trip among the
D . B . A.. Tate, Larned, . Kansas, Box 589, churches early in April to t ell of the work
n ear Great Bend, Kansas: A debate between here in Nebraska. We have inf~rmatlon on
Curtis Porter, Monette , Arl<ansas, and John all t h e chu r c h es in the s tate, along with
CRusey, Mi ss ionary Baptist, was h eld at colore d slides of several of the b uildings
We have two purposes in this
·wichita, Kansas, March 24 - 27, inclusive. Th e "e have.
g e>n e ral church question was discussed . Cur- trip: one, to acquaint the brotherh ood with
tis Porter represented the c hurch of Christ the great n eed for preachers, buihiings,
a great, honest, and profess io nal thinker: teachers, etc., ln Nebraska and the north
Wh e n Curtis Porter affirmed the ch urch of central states; two, to ask your help in our
the Lord, .John Causey of Little Hock was lo cal build ing program. It is our belief that
~o complete ly d isturb ed he h ad no plac.e to we have neglected the work in Nebraska
go . He did admit he was under pressure. long eno ugh. And we beli eve, fu rth er, that
Porter's sc h olarship a nd knowledge of the the brethren are ju st as interested in preachNew T es tam e nt bewildered John Causey in ing the gospel to the people of our own
s uch a way that the Baptists of Little Hock land as t o thos e across the ocean s. W e will
Arkansas, and Wichi t a, Kansas, shou ld feei not be guiltless i n the day of judgment If
the deepest reg r et for repr ese ntin g a Mis- we continue to negl ect the millions in our
I plan to attend the Central
sionary Baptist church for e i g n and unknown own l and .
to John the Baptist, Christ, the apostles, and Christian College l ectures and may be conthe B i ble; for John the Bapt ist, Chr ist, the tacted there . If you would like to know
apostles, knew nothing of a Bap•t ist ch urch more of t h e work and if your co ngr egation
of any kind an d Porter ab ly sh'owed by the would lik e to hear o u r stor y, I will b e g lad
Bible, h isto ry, an d John Causey (Causey to come your way. I may a l s o be contacted
p ut t ing h is ow n private interpr e tation on by writing Brother F r ank L. Smith, 645
The
every scr i pture ) that the Bap_t ist churches North Union, Shawnee, Ok l a homa.
of any kind are a tota l fraud, unkn ow n to church in Shawnee, a long with the c hurch
the Lord.
There is not a Baptist of any i n Sem in o l e, Oklahoma, has suppor ted th e
work here from the beginning, and Shawnee
is sendi n g $500 .00 to our building fund. Let
me h ear from you soon. -

Anyone who says that the Bible cannot be gotten to the Russians is playing
in the hands of communists who do not
want the Bible to r each the Russian
people. How stupid are those · who assert
that because king Saul could not kill
Goliath, that no one else could do it
eith.er. When years ago Russia was
closed to the Gospel, and everybody said:
"Nothing can be done," the Russian Bible
Society printed and spread 81 ,000 Bibles.
With God there are no Red Seas which
cannot be crossed by faith.

"I am constrain ed to write you pra1smg
God and co ngratulating you on your great
achievement in making the Bible available to the Russian races. That there is
a greater demand than ever among Slavs
for the inerrant, infallible and inspired
Word, makes this issue the more important.
Of th e multiplicity of ministries which our Lord has privileged you
to initiate, in my judgment, this last
seems fraug-ht with greater possibilities
than anyone that has preceded it; to
which end I am confident that God will
grant His abundant blessing."-F. J .
Miles.
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WANTED-Full-time gospel preacher far
congregation anxious to grow and
prosper in - the Lord's work. Young or middle -age
man
prefened with an
apt
knowledge of the Bible, and a personality
capable of doing the great personal work
needed llere. All members are willing and
anxious to labor with whoever comes to help
'" the great work. and a salary a waits you.
Good living · provisions, excellent climatic
· cond i!ions, in a 5400 population, and only
54 m_tles from San Anlonio on Highway 81.
For further details write or call: L R.
Hiler, Star Rt., Pear9011, Texas; R. E. Titsworth, Pearsall, Phone 4-3377; Dr. Troy MciF
tm , Pearsall, Phone 4:2270; R. E. Powell,
Box 815, Pearsall, Phone 4-3886. ·
~mall

!

CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES
KNOW YOUR BIBLE

-----------·-·- - ------$2.00

An Introduction to Bible Study.

GREAT BIBLE THEMES - - - - · - - - ------- 2.00

A study of God's plans for us.

REASONS FO-R OtJR FAITH __:_._, _ _

2.00

A study of Christian evidences.
i?UR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN - - - · - - - - - - - - 3.00

Parent-teacher training course.

Others have said :
"I have stu d ie d the Bi bl e for many years
a nd find thi s an excellen t refresher cou rs e: ·•
Special I>rlees for group stutly:_ Ladles
Cll,lSS, Young People's GroupS, etc.

- HOME STUDY SERVICE
HARDING COLLEGE
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James P. Miller, 1521 Pinecrest Avenue, Murfre esboro, T en n essee, resulted in eight
Orlando, Florida, March 25:
The spring baptisms. '?:h..r audiences were the largest
meeting, March 9-1 8, with George DeHoff of an d interest the highes·t of any meeting here
in r ecent years. Our building for the downtown church at 118 E. Jeff e rson Street is
NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA
filled to capacity again. The new congre Church of Christ meets at Catalpa Avenue gation in Hold e n Heights with Jerry Beland Kecoughtan Road. Route 60, between chick as the pr eacher, continues to grow at
Newport News and Hampton, Virginia. Tele- a ra1>id rate. Thr ee were baptiezd there by
phone 22037 Newport News. Address 1124 Brother Belchick y es terday. H. A. Fincher
25th S'treet, Newport News, Virginia, B. H. of the East Point congregation in Atlanta,
Georgia,. preached in a fine meeting with
Atltinson, Minister.
them a few weeks ago. Two w er e baptized
a nd one r estored during the meeting and
"THE TIDEF ON THE CROSS." The
five have been baptized in the four weeks
Nichol Publishing Co., C~ifton, Texas, since the m ee ting was concluded. Th e radio
wishes a copy of the sermon by C. R. program over WORZ continues at 7:0'0 A.M.,
Nichol. Who can supply? Name price in Monday throu gh Friday. WORZ is 740 on
the dia l.

Luther Sa,•nge, Box 694, Magnolia, Arkansas, March 28 : 1' he church in Magnolia has
just completed a l ecturesh ip in which there
were speakers from four states.
Murray
Marshall from Frederick, Oklahoma, spoke
on the subject, Necessary Attitudes in Profitable Bible Study.". Gus Farmer from Terrell, T exas, spoke on the subjects, "A· Renewed Mind," and "The Lost Part of the
Great Commission."
Aubr ey Miller froi:n
Plain Dealing, Louisiana: spo!te on the subj ec t of "Humility." Plato Blacl;: from Ste· phens, Arkansas, spoke on "God's Plan."
Robert G. Cook from Hope, Arkansas, led
the singing for the first half of the l ectu reship and. Vernon C. Porter of Magnolia, Arkansas, led the singing during th e last half.
Our building could not accommodate the
people who wanted to hear.

Gordon L. Downing, Floydada, Texas,
March 23: I have humbly accep ted the invitation of t'he City Park Church of Christ
at Floydada to worl( with them and am looking forward to a profitable work' for the
Lord here.
The opportunity is unlimited;
the facilities are fine with a wonderful new
· auditorium and educational building, a radio
program each Lord's day and a splendid
group of interested Christians to co-labor
with in the Lord's work. We are zealously
looking forward to this work . Our work
has gotten under way in a wonderful way
with two baptisms the first Lord's day we
were here and one baptized last night. · We
are humbly grateful and thankful to God
for the wond erful harv est tJ1at he is giving
in the b eg inning of the work h ere. Pray
for us that the church might go on to
greater heights than ever before for the
glory and honor of God. I follow Brother
Georg~ Darling here.

J, B. Hudson, · George West, Texas, March
17:
Brother Byrl Brockman, formerly of
Luling, is now associated with us in the
great worl< of preaching the gospel of God's
dear Son. Both Brother Brockman and I
will be supported full time in this work by
the George West church. While his work
will be principally with the Spanish speaking people and mine with the English speaking, we will assist each other whenever
possible. We anticipate a pleasant and fruitful wor'lc Th ere have been two responses
to the invitation recently.
One was baptized and one restored. Brothe r Gordon Tee!
of Pasadena will be with us in a gospel
meeting April 13-22. Tho se in this vicinity
are invited to attend. I am well into my
sixth year with this congregation and in my
humble opinion the work is in a healthy
condition with bright promis<!s for the future. We solicit the prayers of the faithful
everywhere.

writing.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Consult us for hig{l. quality pews
and pulpit furniture, a-nd let us help
you ,with your seating arrangement.

S-K CHURCH FPRNITURE CO.
Box 30, Jacksonville, Texas
John W. Hedge, Representative

SUH0LARSHIPS and AWAR.DS
You May Qualify for a Scholarship or Special Achievement Award at Pepperdine College

WHAT AWARDS ARE AVAILABLE?
Regular academic scholarshiJ?s based on high grades,
and special achievement awards based on special skills
in a variety of fields. The latter do not necessarily call
for a superior grade average, but the student must show
·his aptitude for college training.

·WHAT AMOUNTS ARE AWARDED?
Full, three-fourths, one-half, and one-fourth tuition
awards are granted, the amount being determined by
the student's worthiness and n eed. Actual cash value
of the awards ranges from $128.00 to $512.00 per year.

HOW ABOUT LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS?
The college provides modern dormitories and a dining
hall for men and women . Also, 98 apartments are available for married couples.

IN WHAT FIELDS ARE AWARDS GRANTED?
Academic scholarships are granted in any one of the 15
departments at Pepperdine. Special Achievement awards
are available in recognition of outstanding skills in Art,
Music, Speech, Writing, Home Arts, Religious Leadership, Community ~eadership, Athletics, and Business.

CAN I WORK FOR PART OF MY EXPENSES?
Yes. Part-time jobs are plentiful for students wishing to
earn a portion of their expenses.

HOW MAY I APPLY FOR AN AWARD?
For application blanks and other information concerning scholarships and special achievement awards, write
Dr. E. V. Pullias, Chair~an, Scholarship and Awards
Committee.

PEPPER DINE C0 L·LEGE
1121 West 79th Street
Hugh M. Tiner, President

Los Angeles 44, California
E. V. Pullias, Dean
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Perry B. Cotham, 625 Lamar P,.venue, Paris, loved by all. He is certainly doing a splenTexas, March 27: It · was my privilege to did work. Fine men serve as elders and
again be with the church in McAlester, Ok- d eacons . D. A. Kirk preaches for the North
lahoma, in a meeting which closed Wednes - McAlester congregation.
The cooperation
P. D Wilmeth
day night. This was one o~ the best meet- from there was . splendid. Last night I spoke
ings in the history of the church, so the at Durant, Oklahoma, on their lectureship.
b~ethren said. Twenty-eight came in re - 0. J. Russell is doing a good work there and
"Debate Notes." By James R . Cope. Mim- sponse to the invitation, eighteen for bap- the church is making rapid progress. I am
eographed Materials. Temple Terrac e, Tam- tism. One was a Methodist lady eighty - two to b e in m eetings at Duncan, Oklahoma, Oak
years old.
One was from the Nazarene & A Streets, April 6-15, and Clarksville, Texpa, Fla: $1.50 . 1951.
church. Two were restored from the Chris - as, April 19-29. James Baird, Dean of Centian Church. The balcony was used s ev- tral Christian· Coll ege, Bartlesville, OklahoAn invaluable production, and one that era! times to seat the people. New records ma, preached at Lamar Aven1.1e last Sunday.
every gospe l preacher and Bible Student w ere made in both class attendance "and con Both services were broadcast over our local
- ought to have, is this set of notes by the tributions.
Alsi:une Tabor is now in his station, KPLT. J.ohn H. Banister, of Dalla~,
Presiqent of Florida Christian College. fourth year with the church and is well
preaches in our meeting, May 3-10.
These not es were prepared during the spring
and s umm er of 1948 for a discussion held
between L. H. Brown n.nd Jame s R. Cope.
Mr . Brown is a Missionary Baptist.
Th e
material is gleaned from abo ut ten debates by outstanding men, and then various other
works were in spected in preparation thereof. A more thorough or painstaking work
never came un'd er this scribe's observation
than this. It is well organized -with argument and answer given. The material is
mimeographed, but ought to be published
for permanent record and use. The regular
By G. B. Handcock
topics are dealt with such as The Establishment of the Church, Salvation by· Faith
O.nly, Baptism for Remission of Sins, and
The arguments and Scriptures in this book will meet other sects
Apostasy.

Book Review

~============-===-====·

FOUR GREAT BOOK-S
MORMONISM EXPOSED
as well as Mormonism.

We commend this preparation to a wider
reading audience. It is our und erstanding
that the supply is somewhat limit ed-not
too many left. So it might be to the interes t of our readers to make this a "must" on
their next book purchase. .

Cloth Bound-S2 .25

..

In 1946 a new · "Revision" or "New Translation' came from the press, prepared by
a committee of nine.
This book's thesis
deals with the qu es tion of what this production actually w as-A Revision or a New
Translation. The contention of the author
is that it is a misnom er to call the R ev ised
Standard V ersion a "revision".
Dr. Alli s has taught in Princeton a-nd
Westminster Theological Se minary.
Since
1929 , he has been an Associate Editor, new
Editorial Correspondent, of the Evangelical
Quarterly (Edinburgh). He is the author of
su ch works as "The Five Beaks of Moses",
Bible Num e rics, and Prophecy and th e
Church.
The pres e nt volume is a scholarly production and d ese rves more than mere r eading
-it le nds itse lf to real study. It will prick
the ears of any student. He <\evelops his
thesis along the line of "Idioms", "Words
a nd Their - Meanirlgs", "The Word Order in
Translation", "Form", and then closes 'vith
Dogma tism and Inconsistency in T ransla tion . · The last chapter deals with the ques tion of: "Is the Rev:is ed Standard V e rsion"
a "Lib e ral" Version?
Our r eaders will find pr ofit in thi s for
an evaluation of the growin g ly popular "Revised Standard Version". Order . your copy
from the Firm Foundation, Box 77, Aust in,
Texas.

A REVIEW OF JARRELL'S GOSPEL IN WATER
By W. P. Richardson
This book has some of the best arguments in print against
church succession, inher~ted & total · depravity, faith only, etc.
etc.

Cloth: $1.50-Paper, $1.00
WALLACE- VAUGHAN DEBATE
4

This discussion is on: one person in the Godhead and that baptism is only in the name of the Lord Jesus. ·

Cloth-S2. 75
WALLACE- KETCHERSIDE DEBATE
This debate on: Located Preachers, Evangelistic Authority, and
Christian Colleges is one of the greatest debates of this age.

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

·.Cioth-$3.00 ·
--Order From--

TELEGRAM BOOK COMPANY
Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
Rl-3595

DALLAS

2126 Jackson

608 Peardale Lane

Longview, Wash.
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FOR YOUR VACATION-BIBLE SCHOOL
Many inquire as to wheth€r these lessons are suitable for
short schools. They may be used for 5-day schools on up to 13.
Lessons are complete, without interlocking with later lessons.
2. The first seven years include all of the popular Wellma
J o Henderson series.
3. Simplified Bible L€ssons cover years 9 and 10; the 3-year
course on the New Testament by J. D. Tant is regarded by
many congregations as the most adaptable for the high school,
when the student is at the age when the New Testam€nt must
be considered with the greatest care. There are possibly no boo~s
in print more popular for the high school and junior high.
4. We ask those who have not used this series, to order some
numbers that will be in order for the desired grade when the
V'acation Bible school begins. Brother Frank Dunn has done a
great service in the workbook on the epistles to Timothy. Try
this new book in a class of young men.
1.

THE GREATEST OFFER EVER
SUBMITTED ON OUR SUPPLIES
FOR THE

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

-First Grade- Book 1, Part 1, Bible Biographies (Old Tes tament Characters ) _ __ $
Book 1, Part 2, Bible ·Biographies (New Testament Characters)---$
'
-Second GradeBook 2, Part 1, Bible Characters (Story of Noah, Abraham, Moses,
Daniel and ot·her Old Testament Characters) ---------- - ------ -$
Book 2, Part 2, Bible Charact ers (Lessons from both Old and ~w
Testament Worthies) ---------------------------------------$
-Third GradeBook 3, Part 1, Bible E vents (Taken from both the Old and New
Testaments) are outlined , giving students a view of historical facts
that really count in_ God's pHm - - ----- ------ ----------- --- ---- $ .25
Book 3, Part 2, Bible E vents (A continuation of Part 1) -------$ .2IS
- Fourth GradeBook 4, Part 1, Life of Christ (Frpm Jesus' Birth to Peter's con- fession at Cresarea Philippi) --- ---- - ---------------------- --$ .25
Book 4, Part 2, Life of Christ (Continues the story of Part 1 , clos.:ing with the ascension of Jesus and t·he establishment of the church) $ .25
-Fifth GradeBook 5, Part 1, Bible History (Begins with the Creation and carries
the student down through the ages, ending with the Life of Christ) $ .25
Book 5, Part 2, Bible History (Presenting the story -of Acts of the
Apostles) ______ :... __________ __________ ____ _ _________________ $ .23

-8ixth GradeBook 6, Part 1, Outline of the Old Testament History (Begins with
the story of Adam and ends with King Saul) -------------------$ .25
Booh 6, Part 2, Outlines of the T estament History begins with the
story of David and closes with the book of Malachi) -----------$ .25
-Seventh Grade- __
Book 7, Part 1, Outline ·of the New Testament (Begins with the
Gospel of Matthew and takes the student- on throug)l the book of
Acts) ----------------------------------------------------$ .25
Book 7, Part 2, Outline of the New Testament (Begins with Luke
15 and takes the student through the book of Acts) ------------$ .25
-Eighth GradeBook 8, Part 1, Old . Testament study (Begins with Genesis and
closes with Malachi) - --------------------------------------$ .25
Book 8, Part 2, New Testament study (Begins with Matthew and
closes with Revelation ) ------------ -------- ---- ----------- --$ .25
-Grades Nine and T enSimplified Bible Lessons : This covers years nine and ten; one year
on t he Old T estament ; one year on the New Testament. Arranged in
4 quarters for Old T estament; 4 qu a rters in the New Testament; very
popular. All these lessons bound u p in one volume, making the cost
a minimum ----------------------=------------------------ -$1.00
Also bound in clo t h --------------------------------------- -$1 .50
-Grades Eleven, Twelve, Advanced"Bible Studies" : This is a fine three-ye a r course of s tudy on the New
Testamen t; the first two years s uitable Jor grades 11 and 12, the
th-ird year for advanced students and ad ults ; prepared by one of our
greatest gospel preachers; all t h ese lessons are in on e volume, bound
in ·heavy paper covers ---------· -------~-----------'--------- -- $1 .00
Also boun-d in cloth _ ___________________ ___ __ . :_ ________ __ _____ $1 .5()
PAUL'S LATER LIFE AND LETTERS
A Wo rk book in Thir teen Lesso n s Including A Study of First T imothy; Titus and Secon d Timothy. For Young People and Adults.
The only workbook of its kind known to us on these Epis.tles.
Brother Frank J. Dunn, a successful worker with young people in
the Bible classes and a fine g ospel preacher h as done an outstanding piece of work in the preparation of this workbook. Owned and
handl ed exclusively by Firm Foundation Publishing House, per copy $ .35

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

.25
.25
.25
.25

ALSO FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES
AND FOR INTRODUCTION TO THOSE
NOT NOW USING OUR GRADED

~1-

BLE LESSONS THESE 16 BOOKS ARE
HERE OFFERED AT .HALF PRICE:

REGULAR PRICE 50;
FOR INTRODUCTION

NEXT 10 WEEKS

25c

-
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[ $3.00 Per Year in Advance

National Weekly, World - Wide in Mission, Definite In Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospe~ Delivered to the ' saints. Under Present Mav.agement for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Knoweth
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)
<.0->~<.0->~

~
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Q Q
Circumstances
The writer who s~id, "Circumstances . make the man" did
not tell all the truth. · It is no less true that man makes ,the
circumstances. It is not unusual for people to make their
adverse circumstances an excuse · f~r not doing anything, or
for doing the wrong thing. One man is poor, so he can't
give to the support of the church. Another man is -so prosperous that he hasn't time to go to church. Nearly all excuses are lies based upon circumstances that the ~eople themselves are responsible for.
Peter was in a bad situation when he d enied Christ, but
he did not have to be there. He followed· the Lord "afar off"
that night, and got into the wrong crowd. When he saw that
circumstances were against him, he denied the Lord. Lot
w-as not compelled to live in Sodom. He was -there· by his
own choice. He chose the wrong circumstances in which to
live, which ruined his life and destroyed his family.
No one can escape circumstances. But circumstances have
two handlers, and men often get hold of the wrong one.
H.ard circumstances that ruin . one man may make another
person better. Some men are made strong by resisting temptation. Others go down in defeat.
God does not ignore circumstances in making a mari what
he ought to be. Moses could not ·become a true servant of
God in th e court of Pharaoh. Circumstances forced him to
forsake Egypt and take up Jife in the desert of Arabia, where
he saw the burning bush and heard. ·the voice of God. Moses
did not bemoan the loss of the throne of Egypt, - but apparently fou nd great satisfaction as a humble herder of sheep
in the desert. Moses . possessed a d·i versity of characteristics,
that made him master of all circumstances . . Paul 'a ttributes
the lofty living of Moses to his unfounded faith in God.
The Judgment Day
I n the life 9f man there are many important d ays, but none
of such tremendous significance as the day designated in
the Scriptures as the judgment day. To people who knew not
God, Paul made this statement, "And the t~mes of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: because he hath appointed a day in the
J which he will j udge the world in righteousn e;.;s by · that man
whom h e hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance
unto all men, in that he hath raised him -from the dead"
( Act11 17: 3 0, 31 ) .
· •
There are m a ny dangers from which man can escape by
his own wisdom and skill, but no one can escape death and
the judgment. If a criminal is sentenced to die, he may find
some ground on which tci get a new hearing or appeal to a

W. M. DAVIS

higher tribunal, but there are no s uch prov1s1ons in the law
of God. God's judgment settles man's destiny for eternity.
All men need to use more wisdom in learnin-g of the way
of the Lord revealed in the Bible. The Bible is not just a
Book of suggestions for better living-it is a Book of positive commandments backed by the authority and power of
God. Man is not going to be judged by any standard but
the Bible. The man who goes by his own conscience misses
the mark. Those who live by human creeds will be found
wanting. OnJ.y those who square their lives by the word of
God will hear the Master say, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant." •
58 42 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

The Located Preacher

.

J. W. Roberts
A copy of a new paper, " Bible Talk," published by Brother
Leroy Garrett, has been given to me, and I should like to

make a few comments on it. This paper has been started,
seemingly, to propagate Brother Garrett's peculiar Mea against
-what is usually called the "located" pre.acher. Leroy is a
friend and former classmate of mine; he held these views
When I .knew him intimately. We were once "rival candidates" during our school days for the place of the "located
preacher" of one of the local churches in Abilene. I never:
have thought any less of him because he won out and gained
the distinction . But I did think him as inconsistent at the
time as I think he is wrong now in his contention.
Brother Garrett does not simply attack the abuses of the
practice under question, but thinks the matter wrong in
principle. He quotes on the cover page of the February number of his paper a statement by Brother Fuqua which says:
"T-he idea that each congregation needs 'a . preacher' in its
pulpit continuously is a wrong idea. There is not an example
in the New Testament where an inspired man ever 'stood in
one pulpit' from Sunday to · Sunday, and preached to the
same people, on much the same subject. Preachers 'went
about preachin g' _to those who were unsaved. The eld.e rs stayed
at home and taught th e congregation, or developed it in
the gospel wo rk . . Though Paul and Timothy were stationed
for some time with a congregation, there is no evidence that
either of them 'preached regularly' for the congregation. I
believe that such a practice is unscriptural."
The following statement is made (page 68) by Brother
Garrett: "Th~ two main Greek words for "preach are kerusso
and euangelizein. A third word, katangellein (announce), ·can
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also be translated preaclt. These words appear in the New
Testament about 125 times. They never mean teach and
are never so translated. These words are used when the gospel message was known to a sinner. Nlever are these words
used in the context of teaching the church.
"Never, never, never do you find Paul or any other New
Testament" minister preaching to a church. Why? Because it
is an impossibility. The word for preach means to announce,
to proclaim good news, to herald. The church has already
heard the _good news . . . (it ceases) to be news once they
heard it. So Paul may well say, 'As I teach in every church'
( 1 Cor. 4: 17 ) , but never, 'As I preach in every church. • ••
Brother Leroy is not very· complimentary of his brethren
who are guilty of trying to "preach to the church." He calls
them a bunch of "hirelings," who do not "dare face" the
!ads of ·his arguments. He thinks paying the preacher or
giving him gifts, as he calls it, violates Deut. 19:16 (Shades
of Col. 2:14-16!) and "puts the preacher under obligation
to the church and the salary seals his lips and perverts his
words." He complains that some churches do nothing but
pay a preacher and buy a building. "Besides these pastors
do not know mu~h. They are a hindrance rather than a help .
Let them get some honest work and quit being religious
racketeers" (page 79). If we grant that he is right in (he contention that the
word evangelize means primarily to announce something new,
does his conclusion follow? Does one hearing of the fundamentals of the gospel exhaust the possibility_ of leai"ning
something new? Does not teaehing the <:burch and grounding
them in t-he truth often aff.ord opportunity to announce the
facts anew to those who visit, who m~y lately have reached
the age of accountability, or who may be lately won - to a
sympathetic hearing of the gospel? If Paul could stay three
years (Acts 20: 25) in one pla~e and tell members of the
church that he had been going about aJllODg them "preaching"
why cannot one do so today?
But I am not so sure that these words an1 so limited in
their connotation. Paul used the word ·angello of his "declaring the things _profitable" _to the church ("you" e.g., the
elders at Melitus, Acts 20:20). John used the compound verb
ananggello of the things which he "am_l.ounced" in the epistle
of 1 Jo1m (1:5) to those who were members of the church.
These things they most certainly must have already known.
~aul , Silas, an~ TimothY had pr~a~hed ( kerusso) Christ
"among" the church (humois) at Corinth (2 Cor. 1:19).
Timothy was located at Ephesus ( 1 Tim. 1:3) long after
that church had been supplied with elders- (Acts 20:17, 28,
etc.). and he was told to "do the work of an evangelist"
(ergon poisson euanggelistou) and to "preach the word"
(kerukson ton logon) ( 2 Tim. 4·: 'ff). Yet his work certainly
lay with the church. The purpose of the letters written to him
while there was to show him how "men ought to behave
themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the
li;ving God . . . " (1 Tim. 3:15). He is told to put his instructions .!!before brethren" ( 1 Tim. -4: 6) ; to command and
teach ( 1 Tim. 4:11) ; to "attend to public reading, to preaching (RSV-), and to teaching" ( 1 Tim. 4:13); to "take heed
to his teaching'' and give himself ".wholly" to such matters
( 1 Tim. 4: 15; 16); as the Lord's "servant he is to be apt to
teach ( 2 Tim. 2: 4). Here is. ~uch a co-mingling of the terms
preach, teach, exhort, and evangelize that it is ridiculous to
make separation of areas and spheres of work purely on the
basis of the etymology of the word evangelize. What difference does it make whether a man's preaching to alien sinners is in the role of an evangelist and his exhorting Christians is in the role of a teacher so long as it .is admitted that
both works are combined in one man, laboring at the same
time and at the same place?
This very fact is proved by Brother Garrett's own text
that Paul "taught in every churc·h" ( 1 Cor. 4:17). Accord-

ing to his contention, Paul had no business teaching in the
churches; he should have known that that was the exclusive
work of the elders of all these churches and that he should
have been out preaching where "no man had laid a founda- tion." Brother Garrett's idea would not only make it unscriptural to "build upon another man's foundation," but
would also make it unscriptural for him even to build upon
his own foundation.
Someone called his attention to tile fact that Paul preached to the church at Troas (Acts 20:7). But he "takes this
away" from the "·h irelings" by attempting to prove that the
word dialegoma-i , translated "preach," does not mean to
preach. He says he wilf take back all he has said if it can
be shown tha_t "Paul ever preached to a ~hurch" (page 69).
But hear him: " . . . Paul did not really preach to those
brethren, for the word there is dialegomai rather than one
of the ·words that mean preach. The RSV corrects the King
James' error with: 'Paul talked wit-h them.' The American
says: 'Paul discoursed with them.' The word means 'to interchange talk.' It was more a 'round-table' than a sermon
at Troas" (page 68) .
Despite the fact that some "authorities" are quoted to
prove his points, I say Leroy has not ascertained the facts
of the case. The word dialegomai does sometimes mean to
argue among a group. It is so used in Mark 9: 3 4 of a group
arguing over a matter which no one of them understood. It
was also the regular word at Athens for dialogue in which a
teacher preached his theories by drawing out facts by questioning his audience. But E. L. Hicks has shown in an article (Classical Review, I, page 45), that the regular meaning
in the New Testament is (except Mark 9:34) ''always used
of addressing, preaching, lecturing," a use he shows to be
the ordinary meaning in the Koine as shown by the inscriptions. So also Moulton-Milligan, V~abulal'y of the Greek New
Testament.
A simple look at the passages wl).ere it is used in the
New Testament would have saved embarrassment on -this
point. When Paul "reasoned" (dialegomenou) before Felix
"of righteousness, self-control, and judgment to come" (Acts
24:25), does Brother Garrett think it was a "round-table"?
'I'he same word is used of Paul's sermons fn the synagogue
at Thessalonica for three sabbaths (Acts 17: 2). At Athens
(Acts 17:17) the same word describes his preaching in the
synagogue in that city and in the market place. But tblil
same "reasoning" (v. 17) is called "preaching" (ka.taggelegein ) and "preaching the gospel" (euengelizeto) about "Jes us and the resurrection" in verse 18. Other uses of the word
will be found in Acts 18:4 (at Corinth); ·hi. Acts 18:19 (for
three months in the synagogue at Ephesus); and in Acts
19:9 (for t wo years in the school of Tyrannus). Were these
speeches to the synagogues just "round-tables" or "seminars"?
The reader will ·see from Acts 13:14 just what kind of ser-vices and sermons was usually given at such times. What
Paul did at Troas was preaching, then. Now will he take
back all he has said?
I think that -these matters show that the contention of
Brother Garrett is basically wrong. Brother Leroy's ability
and training deserve better things than the use to which he
is putting them. In another article I hope to examine the
practical application of this matter.
Taylor, T exas.
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CHARLES HEBER ROBERSON:
A Few Lines
FromA·mong The Many Who
Mourn His Loss
Charles Heber Roberson.
· Brother Charles Heber Roberson, Sr., 74, one of the founders and first faculty members of Abilene Christian College,
died at the ~amil_r residence, 1618 College Drive, at 3 a.m.,
Monday, March 30.
He had been ill a year and confined to bed the past month.
Funeral services were held at 3 p.m., Wednesday, April
1, in the Colloege Chur<:h of ·Christ, Abilene, with Don H.
Morris, president of ACC, in charge.
Burial, under the direction of Elliott's 'Funeral Home, w-as
in the family plot at Cedar Hill Cemetery.
Survivors are his wife; two daughters, Mrs. John W. Holton of Washington, D.C., and Mrs. Paul Rotenberry of Searcy,
Arkansas; two sens, James A. Roberson of Abilene, and
Charles H. Roberson, J-r., of Anson; six grandchildren; one
brother, H. Leland Roberson of Fort Walton, Ftorida; pne
aunt, Mrs. Emma Finley of Marshall; and two · cousins, Dr.
John A. Roberson of Levelland and Chelsey Roberson of
Ostella, Tennessee.
Seven children were born to fhe .Robersons, but two died
in infancy at Terrell, and a son, Henry, was killed while
serving as a pilot during World War II.
Brother Roberson was born February 28, 1879, at Rober~
sonville, Nort]f Carolina, the old family home. H.e was the
·son of Betty ·Bullock and James Baker Roberson.
Early in his life, the family moved to Tennessee, whe1;e
he received part -o f his public school education.
Later he attended Georgia Robertson Christian College,
now Freed-Hardeman College: Henderson, Tennessee, receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree in 19 01 and his Master
of Arts in 1902 with a major in . Gx_eek :;tnd Latin. During the
next four years he taught in the public schools of Tennessee.
In the fall of 1906 when Abilene Christian _College was
opened, Brother Roberson was one of the first faculty members. He had spent the summer before traveling over Texas
with then Presid.ent A. B. Barret trying to arouse support
and interest in the new school they . expected to establish.
When the doors of the school opened in the fall there were
about 10 0 students and nine teachers .
For 45 years Brother Roberson was closely related to the
development of Christian 'Colleges, during which time he had
a vital part in· starting and developing· five. of them.
After teaching two years in Childers Classical In~titute,

the original name of AGC, he moved to Southwestern Christian College at Denton. The school was in difficult circumstances and closed its doors in 1909.
This same year, again joining hands with A. B. Barz:et, l:le
opened Clebarro Christian College a-t Cleburne. This school
struggled financially about eight years and with th!'l beginning of World War I it went out of business.
Roberson then taught one term in Thorp Spring Christian
College, until he decided to enter school again:
In 1918 he entered the Graduate School -of Texas Christian
University, and while working on an advanced degree he
also taught physics and chemistry in the university.
- The year 1919 saw Brother ·Roberson enter upon his work
as professor of Bible in th(l University of Texas Bible Chair
maintained by churches of Christ. For nine years he worked
in Austin and took all the ~reek ano Hebrew courses the
university then offered. He also taught some classes in mathematics in the university during this period.
In 19 2 8 Brother Roberson moved to Terrell to teach in
Texas Christian College. This school ha{]. been moved to Terrell from Thorp Spring ano its name changed,' but oue to
the depression years it finally had to close its ooors.
Once m~re Brother Roberson joined an Old associate, James
F. Cox, then president of Abilene Christian College, on the
Abilene campus. He was made head of the Bible department
in, 19 3 2, a position he held until his retirement in 19 51.
Brother Roberson. was not only busy through the years
in teaching, but also in writing and doing research in reIigi~·us fields. He is the author of many books and pamphlets,
but perhaps his best known work is the book entitled, "What
Jesus Taught," published in 1930. Most recently he had been
engaged in resea rch into the meaning and derivation of th~
word "psallo."
Brother Roberson was married in 1909 to Katherine Moyers of Ferris, Texas.
He entered the ministry more than 40 'y ears ago and had
been active in the church many years prior to that. He held
his first revival meeting in 19 0 8 in Bell County, Texas.
However, he was never a regular minister of a congregation. His preaching was mostly by appointment. At one time or
another, he had spoken in most of the states of the United
States and had traveled throughout Texas dozens of times.
He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degre·e by
ACC in 1940.-WALTER E. BURGH.

Page Four

FIRM

FOUNDATION

Charles Heber Roberson
By the church and especially those people who love Ghristian schools, the ' name of Charles Heber Roberson has been
t•espected for almost a half-century. He was a friend of my
family and one of the men who meant most to me for nearly
that long.
I remember the first time I ever saw him and heard him.
He had come to the little rural congregation at D~Soto t<>
preach, over 40 years ago. In those days the preacher usually
ha-d to introduce himself. In doing so, I remember that he
;said, "I am a No!:th Carolinian by birth, a Tennessean· by
.adoption, and a Texan by choice."
His preaching, as his teaching, impressed the c<>mmunity
profoundly. It was definite and full of faith. One sermon was
on this subject, "I Know I'm Right and I Can't Be Wrong";
.and so he proclaimed the plea of the restoration. I watched
.and listened as his teaching restored my father to the church,
.and when he led an uncle, A. B. Morris' father, down into
the waters of Ten Mile Creek and baptized him.
With me, there are many today, here and in other places,
who would like to express words of love and personal appre-ciation for what Brother Roberso n has meant in their lives.
He was one of those first young men and women· who
~arne to Abil~ne 47 ye;J.rs ago to establish Abilene Christian
(}()!lege. During the two years he and A. 13. Barret :were
lhere, t hey drove among the rancl!es and towns of West Texas
te111ng of a scho.ol with the Bible as its curriculum center,
e nlisting patronage and support.
We can hardly understand the discouragement that must
have come, how determined they were, and what price they
paid. After two years, it w-as SouthwesteJlll Christian College
for a year, then Clebarro at Cleburne for eight -years, then
~horp Spring- Christian College, the University Bible Chair,
Texas Christian College at Terrell, and then · back for the
last twenty-one years with his first love at Abilene Christian
College.
But it was always the same dream, the same purpose, the
same . fa1th; and it was a work that brought forth much
fruit. He taught literally thousands. His boys, now hunqreds
of them preaching throug-hout the earth, and his girls, as
he said, werl'l his jewels. And today, wherever they are, they
stand with uncovered heads and call h-~ name blessed-and
they pass on his teaching of the Master from generation to
generation. Four of his former students today will hold a
memorial service in Philadelphia. Others are speaking publidi.y of his lH'e. Dozens have sent messages.
His teaching was exact and remarkably correct, as was
'hls storehouse <>f knowledge. Once he saw me with some
literature on George Washington. He said, ,;All of that will
b!U you that George Washington was an Episcopalian, but if
y ou wUl go to the library, in a certa in book, on a certain page,
yo u wtn find that General Washington was baptized by a
Baptist .chaplain named Gano durin g the Revolutionary War."
It was there on the page as lHi had said.
Others of yon remem:!>er similar experiences. Even to the
last lt was so. In January this year, the President of a Christian co1l!egre in another state wrote him to ask the meaning
:o:f a Gre-e'k l'assage in the New Testament. Brother Robers<>n
WTot-e ibac'k in four lines of long hand , but th e inquirer said
t o me later, "He told me exactly what I asked for."
And yet his teaching, though exact and detailed, had th e
rare quality of emphasizing principle and the rarer quality of
i nspiring students. His impressions 'upon his students were
lasting.. A1most everywhere I have gone, especially during
the 1as't y.ear, th<>se who had been his students have asked,
"How 1s Brother Roberson?" and then each would say, "I'm .
going to write him and tell him how roue~ he has meant
to me. " s ·c ores of them did write.
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Many of his students, per·haps some from each school
where he taught, are here today.
But probably the greatest thing about Brother Roberson
was the ever·lasting principles by which he lived.
He believed in the fundamentals-they guided ·his life. He
gave himself purely to them. Evep. his language was pure,
always dressed in dignity with not even the spot of a byword.
He was guided by loyalty to whatever he believed was
right. A peaceful man, · he was not afraid <>f controversy. Once
at a meeting, a man in error on a point issued a challenge
for discussion. Brother· Roberson stood up and said in ·a quiet,
firm way, "I accept that c·hallenge." Almost as it was when
th~ Master wrote in the sand the challenger and his friends
left and have not been heard of since.
His loyalty to ideals was what prompted him and his family t<> give himself unselfishly to his work for nearly ·half a
century .
Another characteristic was his unfailing respect for authority. He believed in being subject to every ordinance of
man or the 'Lord. But, always supreme were the laws of God.
Alo n g with th ese fixed affections was a humility, almost a timidity, that many did not know, and a sympathy and kindness for all people, . and especially students.
But above all in the life <>f Brother Roberson was his
absolute faith. Here he stood and here he made his decisions. It was _faith in God, faith in Christ as his Son, and
faith in the Bible as his book. He struck out against anything that would turn mankind from this path; and he gave
his life of t eaching that others might believe as he did.
Iii 1951 his fellow teachers wrote-"We esteem your nobility of bearing, your conviction of principle, your profound
loyalty. to truth, and your Christian dignity. We shall always
remember your pronouncement of the one cardinal fact'Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.' "-DON H.
MORRIS.

As I Knew Him
It is with mingled joy and sadness that I add my brief
word in memory and honor of my old-time friend, teacher
and br0ther in Christ, Charles H. Roberson. Truly a prince
and a great man of God has fallen.
When I reached Abilene to become one of the first students of then Childers Classical Institute. (now , Abilene ·christian College) November 1, 1906 (just fifty days after the
. opening of the first session), nearly 47 years ago, I first
met Charles H. Roberwn. He was my beloved teacher the
first two years of the school, and parts of two years at Clebarro College ,- Cleburne, Texas, 1909-1911; and I have known
him and his family quite intimately through the years . At
_all times he has been a great personal friend and safe counsellor of mine. I appraise his true greatness as follows:
1. His personal appearance was always attractive because
of the neatness and· personal taste in his .dress.
2. In his manners, both as a public speaker and in his
private life, he was most princely and dignifi ed. I never saw
him any other way. I remember with much interest and a
definite. profit the many earnest and impressive "chapel
talks" on the old campus. Those character.-building talks
he lped materially in laying the firm foundation upon, which
Abilene Christian College · now so solidly stands.
3. As a teacher, Brother Roberson had few equals, both
as to scholarship and the ability to impart his great storeh o use of knowledge to his students. Although ·he was kind
and courteous to his students, yet he required thorough preparation and a definite, clear recitation.
4. His real character was impressively ex~mplified in
his willingness and cheerfulness in the tremendous sacrifices that he made as a Ohristian, as a gospel preacher, and
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as a co-found~r and first teacher in Abilene Christian College.
The first two years of the school it was necessary for Brother
Barret to sell real estate i,_n order to help pay teachers; and
I am certain, from his small salary, Brother Roberson wrote
. e'hecks to help pay me as the custodian of the building, and
always without a frown or a word of complaint. It required
men of faith, good men, yes, great men, to pay the price
of service and sacrifice that these men made in order to
manifest the Pauline spirit and to begin well and right the
now largest of all Christian colleges!
5. Although brethren Barret and Roberson seemed to be
different types in .many respects, yet they certainly were
in heart and soul modern Jonathan and ·David. To the last
Brother Roberson had great . respect for and confidence in
Brother Barret. Each was a counterpart of the other.
6. Though he be dead, yet his rich and full life will continue to speak through the coming years in his wonderful
family, in the lives of multitudes of Christians 'whom · he has
helped along life's rugged way, and the great host of his
students-in the 'business world, in professional life, as
teachers, and above all, · as preachers of' the gospel of man's
salvation. Brother J. D. (Jimmy) Harvey and the writer wer~
th e first two preachers to come from within the walls of Abilene Christian College. Brother Jimmy was a gre~t preacher
and worker, and before his home-going, bap~ed hundreds
of people, and (pardon) I have baptized more than 2,000
souls, and encouraged many, many thousands. If t·h e "first
fruits" have accomplished even this much, what about the
hundreds of strong, faithful preachers that now grace the
cause of Christ!
7. Truly, Brother Roberson "foug·ht a good fight, kept
the faith, finished the course, "Therefore, a glorious crown
in the city four-square" '
be waiting for him when he arrives at the beautiful gate.
Sister Roberson has been a wonderful helpmeet and an inspiration to Brother Roberson for mor.e than 40 years. The
fine children are a commendation to Brother and Sister Roberson.-0. M. REYNOLDS.

the Bible. He 'firmly believed that the Almig·hty God has so
revealed himself in the Scriptures that by faithful study of
the Bible one can know God, "Whom to know aright is life
eternal. " His great desire was to know the exact, true message as God has given it to humanity through his Son and
through his holy apostles and prophets. He, therefore, became very proficient in the ancient languages, the Hebrewa nd the New Testament Greek, so that he co uld b'etter knowthe exact truth of God 's Book. Dr. D. A. Penick, professor
of Greek and Latin at the University of Texas said that
Charles H. Roberson was the best authority on New Testament Greek in the United States.
But Brother Roberson didn't learn these languages forany woriOly distinction. His grea~ desire was to know God's
eternal truth that he and his might be saved and that he
might- be able to .teach others of God and of his Son, Jesus
Christ.
He taught and labored many · years as a preacher aud
teacb,er of the Holy Scriptures. He has taught many the way
of salvation and persuaded them to obey God's plan to save.
Hundreds have learned the way more perfectly through
Brother Roberson and they the,rriselves have become faithful,
zealous teachers of God's Holy Book. He has always been a great help to me in my study o~ the Bible. I shall miss him
very much, but we are so thaukful that he has left behind
a great heritage; 1st, a record of a faithful devoted Christian
life; 2nd, as a teacher, preacher a nd writer of the Christian
religion his record is unsurpassed.
But now, having finished his great work on earth, he has
gone to be with that great master Teacher, the Lord Jesus
Christ, whom he •revered and loved so much. We s·hall miss
him very much, but, like him, may we continue to study,
to teach and to proclaim God's holy word until God calls
us home to join in that great happy reunion just over there.
-JAMES F. COX.

Friend-Scholar

Thousands of us are saddened by the news of Brother
Roberson's passing. We loved him and appreciated the good
that he did through training young people in the Bible through
the years. He spent his life in the work of teaching. It is
not a work which brings large monetary returns, but the investments in immortal souls will be producing dividends until the Lord comes again. From 1909 to 1917 Brother Roberson sacrificed ' to found and maintain Clebarro College at
Cleburne. It was named for Cleburne (Cle), A. B. Barret
(Bar), and Brother Roberson (Ro). Several 'hundred students studied in this school, and many leaders in the church
received Bible instruction and inspiration from this effort.
But the greatest number of years Brother Roberson spent
with Abilene Christian College. When the years have passed.,
and the fruits of a Christian school are harvested we can
see more· and more that it is the noble Christian men and
women who have made the greatest contribution. The greatest need of Christian schools today is not buildings or money
(although these are d irely needed). but more consecrated
Christian teachers ~!ling to invest their years in training
young peo ple in the Bible and related subjects. May Brother
Roberson's example inspire young men of today to sacrifice
material gain to s~rve Christ in full-time service at home and
abroad.
Those of us who had the privilege of studying in Christian schools have warmed ourselves by fires we did . no_t build.
Men like Charles H. Roberson helped build them. Let us build
fires today that our children's. children. may warm by them.
Thank God for our noble Christian teachers. Let us pray
that the. Lord of the harvest will send many more into the
field.-M. NORVEL YOUNG.

will

Charles H. Roberson, my friend and brother in the Lord
whom I've known and loved for almost half a century, has
now gone to be with his Lord. We first met in Abilene in the
fall o-f 1906 in the Childers Classical Institute and what is
now known as Abilene Christian College. He was dean and
professor of English and I was professor of math and science.
. At that time and through the years since, he has been a
very faithful and earnest student of God's holy word. It ha·s
ever been his great a im and prayer to know God's Holy Book,
FINEBffiLES

the

The American Standard Revised Translation of
Bible
of 1901. Still stands at the top in the estimation of most people as a faithful translation into the English language. All
of the Bibles below are in the American Standard Revised
Version and they are all of the highest quality in printing,
manufacturing and binding:
No. 2254X, Black Face type, Pronotmcing, Bible
Dictionary, References, Concordance, India
Paper ----------------------------------~$18 .00
No. 5676X, Black Face type, Pronouncing,
Concordance, India. Paper -------- ---------- 17.50
No. 5678X, Oombiued Concordance, Zipper ·------- 19.00
No. 154X, References, Maps, no other helps,
light, . specially desired by preachers --------- 14.50
All these Bibles are of the highest quality of manufacture
and the highest prices in the series. They are aU in stock
at the Firm Foundation office and will be mailed immediately
upon your order. These are the lines most commonly called
for by our leading preachers and Bible teachers.
FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISIDNG HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

Thoughts On His Passing

Page Six

FIRM

FOUNDATION

Faithful, Conscientious
· I taught in the department of Bible in Abilene Christian
College for fifteen years while Brother Roberson ·was head
of the department. Of necessity, I became well acquainted
with him. His bearing toward fellow teachers was unfailingly
-considerate, reasonable, and just. He respected them as men,
and expected them to t each and work according to their in.d lviduality and personal bent. He was a wise, agreeable man
with whom to associate and under whom to work.
As a teacher, Brother Roberson was crderly, diligent, and
thorough. He was satisfied when his students worked as
hard as he did himself. He was conscientiously faithful to
their best inter es ts and would not tolerate careless, indifferent work. Thoug·h his standards were high, he was always
sympathetic and helpful toward students. He made, over the
years, many abiding frien~s among them.
I respected Brother Roberson's intellectuality, learning,
scholarship, and Biblical knowledge. He was a man of . principle, purpose, conviction, and steadfastness, who could be
tJ' usted . The better I knew him, the more I admired, liked,
and - loved him. Along with his natural dignity, earnestness,
and sobriety, he had a- decided sense of humor, and . enjoyed
innocent jokes and wholesome fun. I appreciated him as a
brother and feliow-worker in Christ, and as a personal friend.
I feel that he is too good to lose, and th a t I shall know and
enjoy him again in another mansion of our Father's house.R. C. BELL.

From Friends Of Charles H. Roberson
"The fruits of such a life of service will live forever."Mr. and Mrs. Byrd Ray ,Lewis, Gastonia, North Carolina.
"We have lost a great Bible scholar and devout Christian."
-Mr. and Mrs . A. B. Cox, Austin, Texas.
"His influence on all of us who were privileged to sit at
his feet will reach eternity. Wendell Broom, Ralph Graham,
and we, will hold a memorial service at the beginning of
classes at 56th ·S treet, Wednesday night.''-Mr. and Mrs.
John Scott, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania.

,
"I have lost a friend of a third of a century,, and we have
all lost our ripest scholar and best loved teacher. "--G. C.
Brewe1(' Memphis, Tennessee.
"As my major professor in Abilene Christian College, he
was just what a teacher should be: patient, understanding,
yet .firm and thorough. His scholarship and wealth of knowledge have inspired many hundreds of students, and that inspiration lives on, and &hall live through future generations.
But greatest of all, as you so well know, was ·his sincere
devotion to the cause of our Lord."-Mrs. Kathryn Molly
Huff, Lubbock, Texas.
· "I appreciated deeply the inspiration of ,h is scholarship, his
devotion to truth, and his faithfulness in the great task of
education of countless young people in the ways of the Master."-Frank Pack, Abilene Christian College.

In· Memory Of Charles H. Roberson
Gifts of money have been made to Abilene Christian College by two families, with the request that books be purchased for its library in memory of the late Charles Heber
Roberson, professor emeritus of Bible and former head of
the Bible department.
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President Don H. Morris said books on religious subjects
would be purchased and appropriately inscribed in memory
of Dr. Roberson. He -said this would be done with any other
gifts made in memory of him.
Until his retirement in 1950, Professor Roberson ·had
headed the ACC Bible department for 19 years. He had spent
nearly a half century in the ministry, as a scholar, teacher
and author. He was recognized as one of the leading authorities on New Testament Greek. He was a founder of Abilene
Christian College, a member of its first faculty, and had been
the president and taught in several other colleges operated
by members of the church of Christ.-DON MORRIS .

His Life An Inspiration
With the passing of C. H. Roberson, another great man in
Israel has !'allen. For over half a century Brother Roberson
has stood fast in the faith, even though at times he stood
almost alone. His life as a college professor, preacher, Bible
chair director and Christian gentleman, is an inspiration to
all of us who have been associated with him. For all who .
knew and loved him, the greatest consolation in his passing
is to know that he died in the Lord.-MONT WHITSON.

As I Knew Him
There are many lasting impressions made on me when I
think of our benefactor, Brother Roberson:
Firstly, his advice to young preachers was always sound and
correct. I have heard him say often, "Boys, the great preachers among us are the ones who preach where others will not
preach." He would sanely exhort, ' "Go to the university of
hard knocks."
Secondly, when premillennialism was raging among the
churches -h e would exhort his students against its dangers
and use almdst every day this expression: "The kingdom of
heaven is the reign of Christ in the hearts of men and women." He was a guiding light against all threatening "isms."
Thirdly, the following exhortation Brother Roberson made
in a classroom. I copied it in my B-ible and see it often. It is
a true picture of his thinking: "Tlie world has had few Abrahams. It has had many Lots; grasping worldly advantage at
eternal risk. Lot and his race passed away like a morning's
mist. Abraham and his race shaped the world's destiny forever." May God bless his memory. We wi.Jl miss him.-OLAUDE A. GUILD, Fort Worth, Texas.

God, Man And Money
M. -Norvel Young

To meet the need of a pamphlet teaching members of the
church their duty in regard to the handling of money, a new
pamphlet is being published April 1st. It will contam · the
following articles:
"Can I Afford To Be Honest in Business?" by Robert Bell;
"The Elder's Responsibility to Wisely Spend the Contribution," E. R. Harper; "It Pays to Give," by Dr. John G.
Young; "A Liberal Church Will Prosper," Otto Foster;
"What Percent of My Income Should I Give?", Clifton Rogers; "New. Testament Teaches Planned Giving," John Banister; "The Proper Use of Money," B. C. Goodpasture; "The
Individual Christian's Duty to Give Each Lord's Day," Jack
Meyer; "Modern Idolatry-Covetousness," Dean Brookshire;
"Sacrificial Giving," F. W. Mattox; and "The. Land is the
Lord's," by Tim O'Shanahan.
These may be ordered at lOc each from the Firm Foundation, Box 77, Austin 61, Texas.
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A Prince In Israel
Brother Roberson gave to me the inspiration to go ahead
and seek higher education that I might 'be of greater use
in the Lord's service.
He inspired me to the appreciation of scholarship and the
characteristic about being right, about whatever I should
say. He taught that the "what" of a gospel preacher's message was more important than the "how"-w.hen you know
the truth you can find a way to tell it. Brother Roberson
taught me facts about modernism and its insidious dangers
so that I was able to keep my faith through many classes
under modernist teachers. He was a ge~tleman and a scholar
--and truly a "p~ince in Israel."--J. D. THOMAS, Abilene
Christian College.

A Life Of Faith
Charles H. Roberson is resting, but his wock, matc<hless
work, will conti~lUe to live to bless all those who knew him.
It was a privilege of mine to be in Abilene Christian College
when he became head of the department of Biale. In his
classes in Greek and Bible I gained information and inspiratior;_ to aid me greatly in life.
In 1939, I returned to Abilene for gospel work, first at
North Park, then ~or several years at camp Barkeley, and
during this time I lived · in the same olock with him. His
life is a life of faith and il. great example in the home, in
the school, in the church, and in the comm.unity. It is my
prayoer that his diligence in study and research will continue
to inspire men to study (}{)d's word throug>h generatif>n after
generation.--J. WOODIE HOLDEN, Fort Worth, Texas.

His "Studies In Revelations"
To me Charles H . Roberson was a Christian, a scholar, a
Bible teacher of the highest quality. This rose I gave lJ.im
while he lived. I once told him that I was deeply grateful
fo-r the privilege of having studied the Bible uncler him. I
belfeve that in every Bible course and in the study of the
Koine Greek of the New Covenant he always gave us something of eternal value. His Bible teaching is written uneraseably upon t·he hearts of his students. His books on the Bible
should be in the library of every Bible teacher. His "Studies
In Revelation" will enable one· to better understand · the last
book "of the New Covenant: Truly, in the language of Paul,

A Call From Wisconsin
Paul Butterfield
Dear Brethren: This is a call for help in Wisconsin. A
state with few churches of Christ. La Crosse, where I am the
evangelist, is the ·only true church in a radius .of 75 miles,
with the ex;ception of a small group at Romance, where I go
and preach Sunday afternoons.
The La Crosse ehurch started two and one-half ye·a rs ~go
when Brother Howard Wilson came out of digression. The
College Avenue Church in Lubbock, Texas, took hold of the
:work and assumed the responsibility of sup-porting the preacher . and a fifteen-minute radio program on a local station.
This they continue to do.
The church at first met. in homes and then in a school. At
pr.esent the YMCA is used. We need a meeting place of our
own very much. We cannot do the work we should until we
do have. A lot has been purchased in a good location and
with the help of College Avenue and others we have paid
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he has eommitted God's word unto faithfu'i men who are
teaching others also. This is what he meant to me.-BROOKS
TERRY, Dallas, Texas.

A Scholar In The Scriptures
lit was my rich fortune to be privileged to sit at the feet

of Brother C. H. Roberson, whom I regard as one of the
great Bible teachers of our gener-ation. He was truly a scholar
in the Scriptures and all related subjects. Young men in his
classes, preparing to preach the word, were imp'i'essed with
the importance of being · thoroughly prepared, not merely
scholastically, but morally and spiritually. ,Among my most
p.rized possessions are the outlines of the courses of study I
had under him, and the notes which I took in his classes. I
shall always cherish his memory.-MELVIN J. WISE.
TELEGRAM-To G. H~ P. Showalter, Editor, Firm Foundation. Austin, Texas: Old soldiers in the Army of the Lord
never die, nor de they fade away. They continue to crusade
for Christ in the lives of younger recruits who have been
trained under their command. This is certainly true of the
venerable soldier of the cross, Brother Charles Heber Roberson, whose oareer has meant so Ill'Uch to the eause of Christ.
Trul"y a prince and a great man has fallen but he fought the
good fight. The influence of his noble service wlll not be
fully known until the Supreme Commander decorates him
with a crown of righteousness at that day.- PAUL SOUTH-

The Church Has Sustained AGreat Loss
It is with a feeling of deep regret that I learn of the death

of Brcllther Charles H. Roberson. Brother R oberson has been
a synonym for dignity and scholarship in the church for a
long, long time. Respected in circles of educators throughout
the land, as well as by his brethren, he has contributed substantially to the success of our battles with ignorance and
error. He was a most noble soldier.
As a teacher and educator he has left his imprint upon
hundreds of gospel preachers and thousands of other Christians who were his students. Through them, though he is
dead, yet will he live.
_No man is indispensable, and Brot)ler Roberson was·n't;
but when able brethren are called to their rest some of them
leave us more lonely than others. Charles Roberson was that
way. He was one of those we'll surely mills. The church has
sustained a great loss.-REUIDL LEMMONS, Cleburne, Texas.

-

ERN.

cash. College Avenue has also promised ·$2,000.0"0 toward a
building. We have nearly $300.00 left in the building fund
and with the help promised need $1000 .00 in order to finance
a $10,000 building. We hope to handle the payments.
With the help of you brethren ·our work will be advanced
from one to three years. Time is precious.
We have 19 members, 28 average attendaRce on Sunday
morning, 20 evening, contributions $20.00. Four classes on
Sunday morning. Two . baptisms this year. We sponsor a Bible corresponde:ace course with 61 enrolled.
Send contributions to Paul Butterfield, 1003 South 21st
Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin. Mark for church of Christ building fund . All contributions will be acknowledged. Be sure and
put correct address.
La. Crosse, Wisconsin.

Johnson's People's New Testam.ent in two volmiles: One
set $6.00; 6 sets $30.00. We can supply large orders by return ma.il.-Firm Foundation.
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD

All of us are interested in what div-ine revelation
has made known to us on the resurrection: of the dead.
As one by one our dear ones leave us, . and we note _
how increasingly numerous the number of them is
becoming we are infterested more and more in what
God has sa'id to us in regard to the state of the dead.
Homan philosophies do not help us; when we leave
God out of it all is the blackness of darkness in a
starless night. Atheistic philosophy offers not one
ray of ·hope as we look into the cheerless gloom of the
grave that has claimed the sweetest and dearest of
all of life's treasures. Those nearest to us in the ties
of flesh and blood; those most loved, trusted and appreciated in the strong bonds of friendsh'ip and of
our most sacred spiritual relations in the church of
our Lord are, all alike, passing on in a ceaseless procession to the grave.
From the Old Testament we learn that God's people
fully believed that death does not terminate man's
existence. The law of Moses contained little on the
future life. There are good reasons why this was so;
the law was restrictive .in several particulars being
concerned almos.t wholly- with things mruterial and
temporal, showing the Jews the manner of life God
wanted them to live, together with matters symbolic
and typical in reference to the coming, revelation,
government and ma~tchless glocy of Messiah whose
kingdom would cover the whole earth and would last
forever. But there were in their writings references
to the glorious resurrection from the grave, and the
triumph of immortalized spirits over the proverbial
darkness and gloom of the Hadean world. Conspicuo11s in the wrirtings of the Hebrew prophets who spoke
and wr~te through the inspiration of the Holy Sp<irit,
we find the following.
From The Old Testament
"Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead
body shall they arise. Awake and sing ye that dwell
EASTRIDGE CHURCH
Clau(le A. Guild '

9ompletion of a $70,000. 00 expansion program by the
church of Christ in Riverside was observed AprU 5, when
form al dedication services were held in the n ew church of
Christ building in Eastridge, beginning at 3: o'O f'.M.
In
charge of the dedication services was Claude A. Guild, minister of the church of Christ in Riverside. Don H. Morris,
president of Abilene Christian College, and Joseph C. Malone,
minister at the West Berry Church of Christ in Fort Worth,
were guest speakers.
The new church building faces Northeast 28th Street, in
the 4300 block. Built of Reliance golden tan brier(, it contains over 6,600 sq uar e feet of floor space, included in the

in dust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the
earth shall cast out the dead" (Isa. 26 :19).
"And many of them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlaslting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt" (Dan. 12 :1).
From The New Testament
"And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud
. voice, Lazarus, come forth; and he that was dead ca~e
forth" (John 11:43, 4,4).
"But now is Christ risen from the dead and 'become
the first fru'its of them that slept; for since by man
came death, by man came also -the resurrection of the
1dead" (1 Cor. 15:20, 21).

"For as in Adam all die, even so iR Christ shall all
be made alive" (1 Cor. 15 :22).
"Marvel not at this, for the hour is coming in the
which all that are in th~ir graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come fonth; they that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrecti<m of damnation" (John 5.:28, 29).
"And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will
also raise up us by his own power" (1 Cor. 6 :14).
"For our conversation is in heaven; from whence
also we look for the Savior, the Lord. Jesus Christ;
who shall change our vile body, that irt; may be fashioned like unto his' glorioqs body'' (Phil. 3 :_20, 21).

"It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorrupton; it is S8Wn in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is
sown in weakness; it is raised in power; it is sown a
natural body, it is raised a spirittual body" (1 Cor.
15 :42-44).

•

OUR GREAT LOSS

Those of us who looked forward to visiting with Brother
Roberson when we returned to Abilene, will feel a deep loss
now every time we return. ':['he work of a great man never
dies, though, and his lessons will continue to guide our lives.
-RAY McGLOTHLIN, JR.

classrooms and auditorium. The auditorium seats 500, in upholstered, individual opera-type chairs.
Three classrooms are located at the south end of the audi torium, the other six being in the 42x50 ell, extending east
from the aud'torium. Three of the classrooms were designed
to . be converted into ·a small chapel, s eating slightly over a
hundred. persons, to take care of • overflow from the main
auditorium. The floor of the auditorium is covered in marbelized, green asphalt tile. The walls are finished in light
green plaster, with white acoustical tile overhead. Windows
are of diffused glass, with glass brick used in. the west wall.
Plant facilities include four typh"oon Carrier circulating airconditioning and heating units. A public address system includes the main auditor ium and classrooms.
Furnishings of the rostrum and Lord's table are finished
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in natural oak, as are the slab doors throughout the biuld~ _
ing. The mural . decorating the baptistry was painted ,bY Ray
Luke.
Seth Castleber··v, contractor, was in charge of constructing
the plant. Mrs. Seth Castleberry t"ook charge of the · bookkeeping on the construction job and for the Eastridge Church

Eastridge Ohurch of Christ, Fort Worth, Texas
of Christ building fund. The plans were drafted by McLure
and Co., designers. Subcontracts were let to G. R. Horton· and
Sons, plumbers; the Martin Company, electricians; Albin
Hurd, plasterer, and Marvin Pau·l, painter.
Very ample parking space is found at the rear of the new
church building, on 29th Street. The front entrance and
vestibule are designed to facilitate rapid seating in the auditorium.
The officers of the sponsoring Riverside congregation saw
the imperative need for expansion in January of 1951. Plans
were made to provide an expaJlsion program and R. H. Banowsky, W. E. Stewart, W. C. Sparkman and J. H. Tew, all
elders of the Riverside congregation, were selected as the
building committee. The 166xl90 lot on N. E. 28th Street
was purchased February 15, 19 52, at a cost of over $13,000,
and the building program initiated. Frank Allen, Wade Banowsky, W. L. Burlison and T . L. Cannon, Jr., were appointed
trustees of the building corporation.
Many Fort Worth church of Christ members donated their
services, without pay, to construct the Eastridge church. The
bookkeeper's log shows over 920 hours of such time.
Completion of the new church marks a high point in the
growth of the Riverside congregation since 19 4 9 under the
ministry of Claude A. Guild. During that time, the membership has grown from about 500 to over a thousand, the annual church income having been quadrupled, and even before the Riverside expam;ion program was completed, work
was begun on plans for a colored congregation, to be located in Riverside.
Various guest ministers will serve Eastridge until a minister is selected.
MEETING AT UNIVERSITY AVENUE CHUR-CH OF CHRIST
AUSTIN- APRIL 19TH TO 26TH

Several months ago arrangements were concluded with
Robert C. Jones, minister of the Southside church in Fort
Worth, to conduct a special series of gospel sermons for the
University Avenue Church in Austin, beginning April . 19th
and continuing through April 26th .
Much work is being done to make this an outstanding
meeting in every way. The attendance of Christians every- ,
where will contribute much to our success. Particularly congregations within fifty to one hundred miles of Austin are
specially invited to be in attendance.

DEGREES OF FAITH

George Hickey
Six hundred thousand men left Egypt but ony two had
an unmovable faith. Job was very sick and bound to a nagging wi~e. yet he had an unmovable faith. The faith of the
three Hebrew children was steadfast outside and inside of
the fiery furnace. Daniel's faith was not shaken by the king's
order. These mel!, along wiUl their father Abraham, possessed
what God describes as a "great faith" (Matt. 8:10).
Job's wife wanted him to · curse 9od and die. Judas fell
away to his own reward. Moses struck the rock. Uzza touched
the Ark and died. Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire and
burned . Peter at one time sank in the water and lived to
curse God on another occasion. Demas forsook Paul. Some
are described as having "little faith" (Matt. 6:3 0). Many
have a "weak faith" (Rom. 14:1). Others have a "vain
faith" (1 Cor. 15 :14). Too many have a "barren faith" (2
Peter 1:8).
Fanny Crosby went totally blind when only six weeks
old. At her death over six thousand hymnf! bore her signature. "Safe in -the Arms of Jesus," "Rescue the Perishing,''
"Pass Me Not,'' "Blessed Assurance,'' "VIlhat A Gathering,"
"Closer to Thee,'' "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross,'' are a
few of the precious lady's works which have solaced millions.
Helen Keller became blind and deaf before she was two,
and for years her power of speech was dormant. Miss Anne
. Sullivan taught her to type and talk to where s·he could
interest large audiences in her lectures. Not .only did Helen
Keller master the English language, but French and German as well. She could "read" and write those foreign languages with ease.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, at the age of thirty-nine,_ was
stricken with Infantile Paralysis. Both of his legs were paralized. He refused to surrender. His, purpose to serve was unmovable.
In order for man to have pea-ce · with himself and God
he must have a faith which cannot be shaken (He b. 12: 27).
This faith must be unfeigned (1 P'eter 1:22). It will cause
its possessor to "give attendance to reading" (1 Tim . 4:13).
He will delight in attending all assemblies of t·he church
(He b. 10:25) . He will hate every false way and love only
sound doctrine (TitUF; 1:9). While it is yet day all must
prayerfully seek a "great faith" for little, weak, vain, and
barren faith will be condemned when all nations stand before
the Judge of our hearts.
THIRTY-THREE RESPONSES IN SPR.I NG MEETING
AT BROADWAY AND "T" IN LUBBOCK, 'l.'EXAS

Athens Clay Pullias of Nashville, preached •the gospel in
our spring meeting. Horace Coffman led the singing. Thirtythree persons, mostly adults, responded to
the invitation. Nineteen were baptized into
Christ. Eleven were restored and three
placed membership with the local congregation. ·The Sunday prior to the meeting
six were baptized. Brother Pullias brought
some very solid, practical lessons from the
word of God. Each . morning at 7:25 he
spoke to the men on, "Principles of Christian Living." We are grateful for the interest and attendance and th,e edification
Athens Clay
of the church as well as for the sou.l s
Pullia.s
saved. Twelve prayer meetings wer e held
in homes the week before the meeting, and each evening of
the meeting those who wised came twenty minutes early for
a ten-minute prayer service.
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Church of Cltrist, Stockton, California,
March 30: We have had eighteen to confess
wrongs and four to be baptized during
March. Brother Eoff is away in a meeti ng
at Watsonville, Califor nia, · which he began
March 29, and closes _April 10,
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Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, April 6: A
family of four identified yesterday.
Th ey
came from Kobe, Japan. 262 In Bible school,
209 at prayer Wednesday night. The Wed n esday night attendance has double d the las t
t en month s.

Dr. D. H. Tallman, 924 N. Palafox Street,
Pensacola, Florida, April 1: Brother :(. L.
Keffer is doing a sp le ndid work with the
Ce ntral church of Christ her e. Attendance
is improvin g.
One baptism Sunday night
and one restored to the fellowship recently.

George Tii>J>S, 211 West Grand, Jackson,
T en n essee, April 4 : Three adults were baptizEid with good crowds and fine interes t ·
in the meet ing with the Fifth Avenue church
in Rome, Geqrgia. Alvis M!ller is the local
John W. Pigg, Gunter, Texas, March 30:
Mr". Frunk Rose, Box 192, Comanche, Ok- preacher there and is doing a fine work. I
Preaching in Blue Ridge during the month lahoma, April 6: Sister U. G . Wilkinson has go · n ext to Marv el, Arl<ansas, for a mlssion
of March was a privilege appreciated. The been ill for several weeks and is - still under meetin·g.
association was uplifting and ennobling. a doctor's care. I am her nurse. I enjoy
Brother J. R. Newman of Farmersville is !the Firm Foundation. It has been in my
w. F. Showers, Box 104, Pleasanton, Texdoing a splendid work with that congrega - family since I was a little girl. It is a gos- as, April 3: The 3pr!ng meeting with Robtion.
pel teacher and 2hould be in every home.
ert C. Welch preaching closed with six Pesponses--three of these for baptism. A recA preacher is needed at Reno, Nevada,
F. A. Bailey, Route 2, Box 27, West Fork, ord in attendance for · a worship service was
325 West 5th Street, and we would like to Arkansas, April 2: The fourth Lord's day set. His sermons were delivered in all sinengage someone recommended for this work. in March I closQ...iJ. my work with the church cerity.
Much good will come from this
We will want references as to character and at HardJ!, Arkan,;;as. There were five res- meeting.
ability and what salary would be expected. :toratlons and one baptism the last two Sun Address otto G. Harris, minister, church of days I was there. I intend to visit different
Tltos. G. Fowler, 355 Hicks Avenue, San
Christ.
churches and book meetings for 1953 before Antonio, Texas, April 3: I want to thank
taking up local work again.
Brot-her L. R. Wilson for saying in a better
George T. Jones, 2401 Pease St., Vernon,
way what I wanted to say. I wish every •
Texas, April 1: March was one of our best
J. D. Pinkerton, 7306 Marcell, Austin, Tex- preacher and elder in the land would read
months at Houston and Pease church. Five as, April 6 : On March 29th, three young Brother Wilson's article, "Hiring a Preachwere baptized, three were restored and two ladies were baptized and one man placed er" as given in the Firm Founda.tio;n of
were identified. Interest is good and attend- membership _with .us. This gave us a total March 31. It !'xpresses my sentiments. God
ance Is steadily increasing. Our daily radio of ten responses to the gospel Invitation bless the Firm Foundation and its faithful
- program is In its four month and is eliciting during the month of March. The work at editor.
81 San Marcos Street is both pleasant and
increased Interest.
encouraging.
illoss . w. Dye, 40>8 N. Marshall, Oklahoma.
Levoy Bivens, P. 0. Box 734, Gadsden, AlaCity 10, Oklahoma, April 2: Leonard Mulbama, March 30:
One baptism yesterday.
Cly<le P. Findluy, 304 Pierce Street, Hous- lens closed a meeting here yesterday with
All of our morning and evening classes were ton, Texas, April 6: Brother James W . Nich- ' twenty , nine responding to the Invitation.
unusually well attended as well as the wor- ols held a highly successful meeting at Fifteen were baptized and fourteen were
ship services. Offering was $1,04l.Oi0. We Pierce and Baldwin recently.
Her;;tld of restored. · Most of those baptized were Bapare taxing our facilities to the limit in our Truth broadcast originated on the first Sun- tists, Nazarenes, and Catholics. We had good
Bible school department. '1'-e hope to buy day of the mee ting and we were hosts for attendance throughout the meeting with 303
some adjoining property for use as class Hom eco ming Day in observing fifty years in Bible School last Sunday. The work here
rooms.
of the church In Houston .
has s teadily grown and prospects are now
better than· ever before.
G. s. Westbrook, Box 486, Lubbock, Texas,
George Hickey, Kingston Springs, TennesArthur L. Golden, Box 365, Perryton, Texsee, April 1: Three have been baptized here April 2: Two more were baptized at Pioneer
recently. After two attempts I believe that Park last Lord's day. One confessed faults . as, April 2: After four years and one month
I have done about all the good that I can Tw<!> were identified. Another lady was bap- at Eastside In Amarillo, we have moved to
do in this small community. I will pray- . tlzed last night. She was a former Metho- this nice little city to work with the church.
erfully consjder work In the western part dist. We are. on KSEL, 950 kc., each Lord's Th e pl'esent r eco rd shows a little less than
At
of the states.
The first Sunday in June day morJ:!Ing at 7:00 o'clock now. Plans are 100 members in Perryton at present.
being drawn for our new classroom build- Eastside in Amarillo, tnere have been ninewill be my last Sunday here.
ing to give us some 20 more classroom. I teen responses since January 1. While I was
begin May 4th with Bryl<erwood church In at Eastside there were over 400 responses
Ornm J, Swlnuey, Greggton, Texas, April
Austin.
t6 the invitation. Of this number most were
1: Robert Turner of Prescott, Arizona, beto confess sins and be restored but over
gins a gospel meeting here tonight to run
Cornelius c. Abbott, 401 N. Park, Seminole, 120 were baptized Into Christ.
through the 12th. In the past few weeks·
Oklahoma, April 4: The work here is showwe have enjoyed eleven responses to the ining wonderful progress. Nine were added
Dill Wright. Hobart, Oklahoma, April 3:
vitation: four baptisms, five Identified, and
during March. Three were baptized and six The work of the church in Hobart is off to
two restored t.o their first love. Our buildplaced m embership. New records were made a good start. There have been several bapIng program is still in the paper stage but
in Bible study attendance. 341 were present ti s ms here lat e ly, a nd plans are now in the
we hope to b eg in cons truction before sumlast Sunday and a goal of 400 is set for making for a new building. The plans are
mer.
April 5th. Collections are at an all time being drawn up by one of the leading conhigh. Many are listening to the Sunday eve - tractors in this vicinity, and the cost of th&
Frank L. Cox, Box 104, Mineola, Texas, ning broadcas t of our worship service. building is estimated at $60',000. Brother
March 30: I am In touch with a splendid Brother Cled Wallace of Marietta, Oklahoma, Cofer came to work with us the first of
young preacher, a graduate of the Abilene begins our meeting May 31st. We will also February, and we have capacity crowds on
Christian College, who would like to preach conduct the Vacation Bible school during Sunday mornings. Come and worship with
for a congregation within a radius of one the me eting.
us when you pass through this section of ·
hundreds miles of Austin, Texas. He comes
Oklahoma.
from a good home and is prepared to be a
1\Inrk N. Hicks, 507 Old Lyons Rd., Colon ial
real help to some church.
If interested, Heights, Vir g inia, April 1:
We a re happy
Olh•er C. Cunningham,
40G
Chestnut,
write me at once. Your l etter will b e for- to inform you that the church which m eets Cookeville, T e nnessee, April 3: The elders
warded on to him.
at 241 Virginia Avenue in Colonial Hei g hts. of Willow Street have the oversight of the
Virginia, now h as its own building in which . radio program supported by the churches of
Tlllit S. Tc<l<llie, Box 336, Ennis, Tex as, )to worship. We believe that this will b e a the Upper Cumberland Area . All preachers
The first who are to be in meetings in this area are
April 3: Seven were b apt ized, one 'Y'a s r e - great help In the work h e re.
stored, and two placed membership witb service in this n ew location is to be h eld urged to write the el ders of William Street,
the local congregation during the gospel April 12, 1953. We ask the prayers of Chris- giving dates, so that th ey can be ' sch ed ul ed
Th~re
are twenty-two to speal< on this program, 8:15 to 8:30 A.M.,
meeting March 23 through April 1. Brother ·tians eve rywh ere.
The
Max T. Nee! of Waco, Texas, did the preach- members here. Please notice the new ad- Monday through Friday, on WHUB.
Ing In this m eeting and J;>resented the gos- dr ess of the meeting place of the church best attendance so far this year at Sunday
pel in a very effective manner. He will hold in Petersburg & Colonjal Heights, Virginia: Bible School is 173 ; at prayer meeting, 117.
One was r estored last Wednesday.
601 Cameron Avenue.
eur spring meeting In 1954.
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Clifton Trimbl~, 109 Norris Lane, Oak
3<oe W. Crumle,·, 500 So. Roberts, El Reno,
Oklahoma, April 2: Two baptized and two R id ge, Tennessee, April 1: Two were bapconfessed sin& this weelc
Max R. Crum- tized at New York Avenue auring February.
ley of T em ple, T.exas, begins with us in our During March seven were restored and one
spring meeting April , 12.
Will Slater of placed membership.
Fort Worth , T exas, wil-l l ea d the singing.
Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, March 30:
Our auditori um · was filled · at both hours
George w. Allison, Comanche, Oldahoma,
Box 428, March 31: Sister U. G. Wilkinson y es terday. One man was baptized and one
identified. 2·16 in B ibl e School and 219 at
has been. ill for the past month.
She is
prayer Wednesday night.
Perry Wilmeth
doing some better now.
The church here
'is engaged to begin his second gospe l meetis movitig along splendid ly. We had one
baptism recently. We are thankful to have ing here June 15.
access to a fine paper like the Firm Foundation.
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A. s. Higgins, Box 86, Texline, Texas,
March 31: Brother Austin Taylor of Uvalde,
Texas, closed a fine singing school here
for us r ecen tly. It was the first one ever
conducted here. Broth er Taylor is one, of
our· great vocal r;tusic t~achers.
TELEGRAltl: Dallas, Texas, April 2:
C.
W. B rannam of Clarksville, Tennessee, be,
gins a gospel meeting with Hampton Place
church in Dallas April 6th to continue over
Wednesday, April 15. We anticipate a great
meeting.

Tom HarriH, 1802 Caroline Street, South
Jess Hull, P. 0 . Box 401, Paducah , KenThree · ba.p tucl<y, March 31: We had twelve n ew mem- Bend 14, Indiana, ' March 30:
b ers here at Broadway during the month of tiscms, four restorations, and two withdrawn
Glenn H. Annear, 309 South High Street, March.
Ten of these placed membership f r om at Caroline and Calvert Streets ·during
Gallup, New Mexico, March 30: Two were with us anq two were baptized. Our work March.
Our attendance al_ld contributioa
baptized yesterday a nd one restored, making goes forward in a very fine wa-y here. The continu e to reach new highs.
a total o4' five baptized, two restored · and last two Sundays of April I will be in Fort
tlt'o placed membership since my last report. Worth, Texas, for a meeting with the BirdFred Custis, Haskell, Texas, March 30·:
The work h e re continues to go forward: ville ch urch.
The last two Sundays we were in Beaumont
Our attendance and contributions have doutwo ladies who had been Baptists all their
'bled since we muved here September 1, 1951.
J. 0. Jones, 1014 Beach Street, Little Rock, lives were baptized In the name of t~ Lord
Arkansas, March 31:
The work here is Jesus and their husbands were restored to
Texus H. Stevens, 1815 Melbourne, Dallas growing. · We have had an increase each <their fii:St love. We are looking forward
8, Texas, April 3: The Lord has given us Lord's day for the last four, in attendance to our work in Haskell, Texas, which is to
an increase of four during the month of at all services, and also an increase in con - begin the first Sunday In April.
March, three baptized and one identified tributions.
We have had five additions
Jumes w. Huggins, Box 72, Gunter, 'rexas,
with us. Plans have been distributed for during this time.
The -work h·ere is very
bids . on our new building. The ti es of Chris- pleasant, and the future looks ' bright ln- April 1: Six placed membership wita the
tlan love among the saints grow ever deed. When In this·-secti9n visit with us. Cotlege Hill Church of Christ Sunday, March
stronger. We praise God for all his bless15. The interest a nd attendance are on the
lngs.
Our new · classroom section will
Ferris W. llavurd, Box 423, Winfield, Ala- increase.
bama, March 30: N. B. Hardeman, of Hen- soon be finished and in use. The Home for
Willis G. Jernigan, 1401 -.Ash Street, Com- derson, Tennessee, will be. with us in a gos - the Aged continues to progress.
Brother
merce, Texas, April 1: The work . here is pel meeting from April. 26• through May 3. John W. Pigg is doing a fine work.
p~gressing in a very fine way. Bible School
All are invited to come. I begin my first
attendance Sunday was more than double meeting of the year April 19-29, with my
D. M. JUeQ.uiddy, E.J Centro, California, 821
the number in attendance last Jun e, and an home congregation, at Lucedal e, Mississippi, Hell Avenue, March 24:
The meeting at
all time high. Brother E . W. McMillan is Brother Woodrow Plyler is t h e present local Holtville came to an end last Lord's dayscheduled to be with us in a meeting April evangelist.
with much rejoicing. Two were baptized.
19. '! . am at the present time •in a meeting
One was a man seventy-eight years of age
at Kamay, Texas.
E. D. Green, 221 E. Garfield Street, Del who was much beloved by the congregation
Rio, Texas, March 3~: Good audiences for but he had never accepted the Lord. My
Malcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Hunt- both servic es yesterday. One baptized and ·next meeting will be at Beaumont.
ington Park, California, March 30: We are two restored since last report. We are lookPrlee Bankhead, Box 204, Big SPring, Texhappy to report another couple added to ing forward to our meeting with Wilson
the church. here by bapti~m yesterday. New Wallace doing . the preaching and Lewis as: I prefer to work with a church in a
records continue to be set . in attendance. In Wright leading the singing. This meeting small town 6r rural community. i feel at
addition to our regular contribution, $500 begins on April 19th. If -you happen to be home when it is necessary to work at some
manual labor for part of the support. For
is being raised by the congregation toward in this vicinity vis it with u s.
helping to erect a church building in Pado· reference, write either of the following:
va., Italy.
Glenn ;L. Wttllnce, 673 E . N. 16th, Abilen e, Elders, Church at Forsan, Texas, % 0. W.
Texas, March 30: Our spring meeting closed Fletcher, S. C. Route, Big Spring, Texas;
L. Duane Canby, 1013 S. Main Street, Co - on March 29th with Mardell Lynch of Pecos Elders at 4th & Benton Street Church in
rona, California, April 2: Brother Ellwoo-d doing the preaching.
Two were baptized Big Spring, T exas, % · Walker Reed, 1710
If interest ed, communicate
Page of East Los Angeles will be with us in and one restored from the Christian church. Young Street.
a m eeti;g that will include three Sundays, Brother Lynch did some of the best preach- with th e writer.
May 3~17. Brother Page is a Hebrew gospel ing we have ever had at the College Church
Joe Lomax, Vega, Texas, March 28: Our
preacher · who spent approximately nineteen and all agreed that this was one of our
spring meeting ended March 25. Curtis Camp
years as a leading evangelist for the Funda- outstanding meetings.
of Amarillo, Texas, did the · preaching. Atmentalist Baptists and is now doing a great
work for the truth. May 10 will be the oeJ. P. Willinms, Rt. 11, Box 198, Ft. Worth, ·tendance was good and Interest was high
caslon of our annual all-day ·services.
Texas, March 30: The church of our Lord :throughout the meeting. Much of Curtis's
that mee ts at Lake Worth in Fort Worth preaching was directed to the members of
Glenn E. Green, 1402 Wes-t ' Pikes Peak, en j oyed another fine month. Four were bap- the body, consequently, the church was ediOolorado Springs, Colorado, March 31: In tiz ed, eight confessed faults, three were fied and are more spiritual as a result of
1~52 thirty-one were baptized and about the
id-entified - with us as Christians. We also this preaching. There were ten responses ,
-same number by membership and restoration _had an all time high in Bible class attend - eight baptisms and two restorations. Andy
at West Pikes Peak congregation.
Two ance with an overall average of 176 per Burks of Slaton, Texas, will do the preachwere baptized recently - a nd one restored. Sunday for the month. For all this we give ing in our fall meeting. When traveling our
When you are in this region me<n with us . o ur Lo.rd the g lory and press on toward way on Highway 66, worship with us.
We w ill appreciate having you . With the bett e r things for his cause.
J, D. Rothwell, 100'3 E. Portland, Phoenix,
Lord's bl ess ing, we hope for continued progress in the work.
Preston .Cot1Hin1, 2000 Oakland Blvd., Fort Arizona; March 31 : I was with the NetherWorth, T exas, April 2 : The church in Mc- wood Park congregation in Albuquerque,
W. H. Neill, P. 0. Box 905, Seminole, T ex - Camey, Texas, closed a good meeting last N ew Mexico, in a gospel meeting March 22 as. March .29:
The work in Seminole is even ing · in which I did the preaching and 29. This is the newest congregation in Al'progressing nicely. Our general attendance local forces i.ook care of the singing in a buquerque (only 7 months old) and is g·row- ·
and contribution is very good.
Brother very fln.e way. There • were seven baptisms ing rapidly in a new residential area. CoJohn T. Smith, minister of the Colgate St. and four restoTations. Thi s is a good little operation of .oth er congregations was excelchurch in Lubbock, did the preaching in oiJ town and they have a good church. Mar- lent. Robert A. Hawkins is doing excellent·
our first seri es of meetings this year. The tin Kamstra is the untiring worker for this work as local eva.ngelist. Eight w e re added
attendance and interest was very good aur- church. Hulen Jackson of Dallas will assist during the meetii~g.
Two were baptized,
·ing the me etin g . One · confess~d Christ and us here in a meeting· and Vacation Bible two restored
(one from
the Christian .
wa8 baptized.
School June 7-14.
Church) and four were identified.
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Cecil Allen, Box 50, Plains, T exas, March
30: We had another great day yesterday.
After service last night we ·drove sixty-four
miles round trip to baptize another fine
young man into Christ. Two more have · left
the errors of the Antis. More opportunities
are being opened to us every day for which
we are thankful unto the Lord. We will
close the deal this week for our lots. \Ve
still need help in building. Haven't received
any help at this writing. The church has
been planted here only six months. I am
to speak tonight on the L ectureship at Wellman, Texas.
Vernon ·J, Gahagan, 11404 Barnes Avenue,
Dallas, Texas, April 1: Two were added to
the Scotland Drive Chut'ch of Christ last
Lord's day. An elderly lady was baptized
and a young man, just recently from Abilene Christian College, placed membership .
Thus far in 1953 there have been ten additions to the church here. Three have been
baptized, three restored, and four placed
membership.
Our summer m eeting begins
June 7 and continues through June 14 with

Tuesday, April14, 1953

FIRM FOUNDATION
Charles Goodnight, Minister of Cockrell Hill
Church of Christ here in Dallas, doing th~
·preaching. I have time for a few meetingsl:this summer. During the month of August
l would lilte to hold a meeting or so in New
Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, or California,
as my family ana I plan a trip to the Vl'est
Coast, having lived there two years during
the war. First come, first served. Write
me soon so I may book you. · when in Dallas , visit with us at 2507 Scotland Drive,
near the Veteran's Hospital.

id e ntified with the Ayers Stree t church since
then. Mrs. Campbell's parents, ·the D. D.
Barkers, live in Corpus Christi. Four men
are now being fully supported by the Ayers
Stree t church of ~hrist.
Th ey are C. B.
Thomas, who for more than 12 consecutive
years has preached for this churc h; Santia~
Martinez, who preaches for the Spanish
speaking church that meets at 314 Chey!)nne
Street in Corpus Christi; Jules Miller, educational dir ec tor at the Ayers Street church,
and Colis Campbell, who will go to Japan
in .July of this year. In addition to this,
monthly contributions are sent to other mission fields as well as to orphan and old people's hom es. Th e budget for this year is
$52,000. 00 J. W. Martin, C. T. Brown, G. ·R.
Freeman, John Lawrence, D. D. Barker, and
Russell Mozeney are the e ld ers of. this
church.

C. B. Thomus, Corpus Christi, Texas, ::\1arch
30 : The Ayers Street Church of Christ in
Corpus Christi employs two more men to
teach and preach the gospel of Christ. They
are Jules Miller of Searcy, Arkansas, who
become~ the first full-time educational director for this church, and Colis Campbell,
. a member of the congregation, who w ill go
Jolln w. Gay, Box 604, Erick, Oklahoma:
to Tokyo, Japan, as missionary.
Brother
!Campbell served in Japan for about four We have just r ecently concluded a gospel
years, r eturning only l ast fall. He and his mee ting with J. M., Gillpatrick, of Pampa,
family came to Corpus Christi after their Texas, doin g the preaching. Three were bapreturn from Japan a nd have bee n act iv ely tized and two were r es tor ed. Th e attendance was the best the church has had in
the last t wenty y ea r s . The work here continues to progress vvith amazing success.
Th e Sunday night attendance h as more than
doubled that of this time last y ear and the
attendance at the other serv ices has greatly
inc r eased as has the contribution. Our classes are now overcrowded and some kind ot
classroom expan s ion is being co n s ide red.

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure unleavened bread for communlOD
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small ca.rton and three of these cartons to the larwer
carton-all carefully sealed so lt wlll keep
Ind efinitely: Every congregation should hav•
on hand a good supply at all times. Prlo•:
Large cartons, each, $2.36, postpaid.
Firm Foundation Publishing House
Austin, Texas

STRONG'S

EXHAUSTIVE
CONCORDANCE

1809 Pages

Thumb Indexed

of tlte 16i/Jie
By James Strong

Edition

$12.75

WANTED-Full-time gospel preacher far
small congregation anxious to · grow and
prosper in the Lord's work. Young or middle-age man preferred with an apt
knowledge of the Bible, and a personality
capable of doing the great personal wotk
needed here. All members are willing cind
anxious to labor with whoever comes to help _
in the great work and a salary awaits you.
Good living provisions, excellent climatic
conditions, in -a 5400 population, and only
54 miles from San Antonio on Highway 81.
For further details write or call: L. It
Hiler, Star Rt., Pearsall, Texas; R. E. Titsworth, Pearsall, Phone 4-3377; Dr. Troy Martin, Pearsall, Phone 4:2170; R. E. Powell,
Box 815, Pearsall, Phone 4-3886.

CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES

The only complete concordance of the English Bible, Strong's
presents every word in the Bible in the passage in which it
occurs--and in exact alphabetical order. The one unfailing
authority in its special field, Strong's is really four complete
books in one-The Main Concordance; a Comparative Concordance in which the Authorized Text is compared with
certain Revised Versions, both English and American; a
Dictionary of the Hebrew Bible; and a Dictionary of the
Greek ~Testament. The standard concordance of all time,
complete and unabridged.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHllNG HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin, Texas

KNOW YOUR BIBlE ---·----------.. ·-·---··-·--·------$2.00

An introduction to Bible Study.

GREAT BIBLE TH EMES - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2.00

REASONS FOR OUR FAITH --- ----.. -·------------

2.00

OUR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN - - - - - - - - - - -

3.00

A study of God's plans for us.

A study of Christian evidences.

Parent-teacher training course.

Others have said:
"It would be especially
class of young people."

valuable

for

a

Special Ilrices for group study:_ Ladle&
Class, Young People's G.roups, etc.

-

'-.

HOME STUDY SERVICE
HARDING COLLEGE

SEARCY, ARKANSAS
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·Maurice A . JUeredlth, 1507 Cleveland Blvd.,
Caldwell, Idaho, March 31: The work here
goes well. The elders would be glad to h ear
from anyone interested in locating here
after June 1, as I plan to move •to Richland,
Washington.
We plan a Vacation Bible
s ·c hool there to begin June 22, and brother
Willard Collin s will be with us in a meeting beginning July 19. I plan to be in Spokane for their lectureship tomorrow, and
w~ll go on to a meeting with Brother J. C.
Bunn . and the Annapolis (Wash.) church, to
begin next Lord's day. Bro.ther Frank Pack
wHl be at Caldwell in a m eeting the last
of July.
Windle Kee, 712 East Race Street, Searcy,
Arkansas, March 31: "Take a Stand for
Christ Here and Now" was. the th eme of the
annual spring meeting just concluded h ere
at the College church with Broth er Burton
Coffman preaching. His preaching was out standing in its simplic ity and power. The
total response was 95 with 19 baptisms a nd
the balance .r estorations and rededicati ons.
This· congregation is unique in th e tal ent
available but the e ld ers are taking advantage ·of this t a lent and are reaching out
constantly to bt•ing people to Chri s t. There
is a very close spirit of cooperation betw e en
the two congregations of this city.
M. Keeble, 801-24 Avenue N, Nashville 8,
Tenness ee : On March 8 we began a meeting a t Louisville, Kentucky, w ith the n ew
Beech Street ch urch, where Sutton Johnson
preaches, and h e is doing a great work for
our Lord. I had two of our boy preachers
with me, and large crowds came to h ear
them prea c h th e pure gospel of Christ. On e
fine man was baptized, and t en r estored.
•.rhe r e is a great future JiD r this fin e church.
This me e ting continued two . weeks and
many sectarians heard th e gospel. Brother
Loyd Watkins did a fine work leading the
sing'ing. I find m en and women are hungering for th e pure gospe l as nev er before
in Louisvill e. Let us work while It is day
for ni g ht will soon come.
Many of our
b rethren and sisters are sendi ng la rge donations to the Nashville Christian Institute
to help some worthy boy or young man
make a preacher of the pure gospel, and be

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

able to lead their parents out of sectarian
churches.
This is considered by a good
many br e thren and sisters as a great investment and makes their hearts leap .for
j oy as they develop these boys.
This is
considered a greater thing than investing
in stocks and bonds or real estate because
these are material things, but to invest in
preaching the gospel we are dealing with
something that brings everlasting lif e, and
a crown that fadeth not away. Ther e are
fifteen million negroes in America :who have
neve r h eard the pure go s pel of Christ. It
is alarming. \Ve h ave some churches that
are sending from one to four boys to the
Nashville Christian In s titute in order to
have th em prepared for the greatest work
in th e wo rld. One of these boys preached
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CHURCH FURNITURE
Consult us for high quality pews
and pulpit furniture, and l e t us help
you with your seating arrangement.

S-K.CHURCH FURNITURE CO.
Box 30, Jacksonville, Texas
John W. Hedge, Representative

Thomas L. Campbell, 1132-17th Street,
Anson, 'l' exas, April 2: "Our gospel meeting
with Claude A. Guild doing some ·Of his best
preaching closed last night. Six were baptized ."

_______,_•!• .

Positively largest best selection
for the price

It contains an excellent selectim of

the sweetest invitation songs and fu,..
neral hymns, songs for the work and
worship--in fact, songs for all occastons.

I
I
I

1

PResident

Brother R. L •. Roberts, Jr., is available to
preach on Sundays and week nights in and ·
around Houston, Texas. He may be contacted In Hd'uston at phone numb er CE-8741
or OL- 7754.

WONDERFUL SONGS

I

WILLIAM N. FRYER.-Evang:cllst
ROGER W. HAWLEY-Evangellst

Pboue:

in our chapel one day, and twenty-two students obeyed the pure gospel) and there was
great reJoicing. To God be all the praise,
honor, and glory. This !s an opportunity to
make your greatest inve.st"l.ent. Pray for
us.

. •!•-..-.cl-..-.~~~~~,.-.<~,,-..,.....,.--..,.,_,-.,_...,..

CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. Marks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
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Many of the very fine old song•
have been re-arranged, re-edited, and
re-written; also a fine list of late and
some new songs.
This book is edited with the greatest possible care so that the words In
the hymns are all Scriptural. Many singers have contributed their- eftorts
In making this the choicest possible collection of songs.
"The New Wonderful Songs" is our answer to thousands of requests to
bring out a large hymn and song book free from the "jingle convention" and
"jazz" type of songs.
Positively more and better invitation songs than are found in most
books. A large number of those famil1ar, sweet, old hymns that we all love
to sing.
We deeply appreciate the splendid response that is being given to this
book and the hundreds of orders that we are receiving. Hundreds of congregations are now using this book in their regular services and we are
regularly receiving r ·e peat orders.
The "best ever," "finest selection we have used," "the best yet for the
price," "greatest song book we have ever used," "all aTe plei:M!ed," "we are
delighted," these are some of the many expressions from pleased customers
who have ordered and are re-ordering this book.
For congregational worship, for the evangelistic meetings, and for all
occasions "New Wonderful Songs" is in the lead.
We are offering this book at an almost unbelievably low price.
. "New Wonderful Songs" can be obtained in the well bound muslin
substantial binding, a popular edition. For elegance and beauty as well as
durability, it is published in tll.e neatly bound full black cloth binding with

.

gold oldo title odltlon.
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PHILIPPINE MISSION REPORT

El<ler,., Seventeell_th Street Clmrch of Christ,
San Frnnclsco, 10, California
During the past few months several d·evelopments have occurred in the Philippine
Miss ion work and we hope in this report to
bring some of these to the attention of all
who have been interested in that field.
First of all, we are delighted to report
that plans are underway for the O'Neal family to return to Zamboanga City in August
of this year, under the sponsorship of the
Westside Ch urch of Christ in Duncan, Oklahoma. Brother L. E. O'Neal and family spent
four years in this province of the Philippines a-nd now they are to _return with

FOUNDATION

Brother H a rold O'Neal and his family to
work together in and around Zamboanga
City. These brethren are capable and, with
your h e lp a nd ours, will do much to
:streng·then the native Christians. We urge
that you s end your contributions to the
Duncan church if you are not now sending
to us. Your letters and prayers are needed
to get this worl< on a working basis. ·
Seventeenth Street church in San · Fran:
c isco will continue to forward funds .to the
TQen presently being supported · in the Phi lippines, as this is thought advisable by
Brethren O'Neal and Floyd T. Hamilton, both
of whom know the men being supported and
the places where they are laboring.
Th e men being supported through this

FOUR -GREAT BOOKS
MORMONISM EXPOSED

f:Y.:

~.k~~-:

By G. B. Handcock

The arguments and Scriptures in this book will meet other sects
as well as Mormonism.

Cloth Bound-$2.25
A REVIEW OF JARRELL'S GOSPEL IN WATER
By W. P. Richardson

This book has some of the .best arguments in print against
C'hurch succession, inherited & total depravity, faith only, etc.
etc.

· Cloth S1.50-Paper, S1. 00
1

Paul s. Grny, P. 0. Box 573, Bow ie, Texas, March 30: The m eeting in Nocona was
·indeed · pleasant. The attendance was very
good . Much advertis ing was done and th e
brethren were ready for the meeting. Both
morning and evening services were well attended.
Th ere were no additions but we
hope the h arvest will come later. It was
a real pleasure to work with John McCoy,
the regular preacher there. W. P. Parker
l ed the singing at the evening serv ices and
Brother McCoy at . the morning serv ices.
Two have been restored here· since my last
report.
Attendance and contributions are
about normal.'· April · 12th I begin a meeting
at Beckley, West Virginia; April 26th I begin at Seventh Avenue in Columbus, Ohlo,
and May lOth at Beallsville, Ohio. ·

Individual seats
Curved rows

This discussion is on: one person in the Godhead and that ·hap.
tism is only in the name of the Lord Jesus.
. '~

~" '

:.

WALLACE -KETCHERSIDE DEBATE
This debate on: Located Preachers, Evangelistic Authority, and
Christi\'l.n Colleges is one of the greatest debates of this age. ·

Clofh-$3.00
--Order From--

TELEGRAM BOOK CO MP'ANY
608 Peardale Lane

congregation report s o m e prog ress each
month, with a number of baptisms. Brother ·
Bruno of Cota.bato now u s es his motorcycle
to meet several appointments each week,
and expresses his a.pprecia tio'l for our having made this possible wh·m w e W(jre able
by the contrlbutions of s ev er a l to huy and
ship him this vehicle. Broth er Bruno receives $50.00 each month for his supiport.
Brother Jesus (Hey-sus) Talliver is receiving $20.00 to assist him to spend part time
in preaching. E,rother Jose Soler has been
rece iving support of $20.00 per month since
•the first of the year when several sent in
.special contribut ion s as a result of Brother
Floyd Hamilton's appeal through some of
the papers. One rather substantlal contribution has helped us to meet these contributions each month when we lost the support
of som'l. who had been sending for somt>
years.
Some congregations changed their
s upport to other needs at hom'\ and were
kind enough to explain this to us.
V\Te sadly report th e falling away of Mr.
Santos, who was so long active in the work
in Zamboanga C ity. It is our prayer that
he may be restored by the work of the
O'Neals when they a rri ve in the Philippines.
The possibilities for a truly great work
are before u s, ancl we prayerfully solicit
your help to see that the O'Neals get on
the field and that you plan to continue to
send to us for the support of the native
workers so urgently in need of our assistance.

-

WALLACE- VAUGHAN DEBATE

Clofh-$2 .75
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Longview, Wash.
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Choice L. Bryant, 165 So. 15th St., Sal em,
Oregon, April 2: We have baptized four and
had two transfers of membership here at
Central in Salem the past two weeks.
Hatton B. Gist, 636 Steves Avenue, San Antonio 10, Texas, March 27 : Three were baptize<i at Highland Hills MarGh 23 and six
placed membership.
Our prospects are
bright.
. Sila" Howell, Llano, Texas, April 3:
lived at Altus, Oklahoma, and worked with
the church there from 1933 to early in 1937.
Recently I returned for a meeting there.
Th e meeting was en joyed and we believe the
time was profitably spent. Interest was good
and attendance was splendid. The response
was fair-eight in all, five by baptism. With
Brother W. S. -Boyett as local preacher, and
Brother Leon Rheinschmeidt as song director, and a splendid group of church officers,
and a great membership th e work at Altus
moves on in a V€ry good way.
George A. Bennett, Box 216, Lexington,
Oklahoma, April 1: The work at Lexington
goes forward beyond our fondest hopes.
March was the greatest month yet with the
highest attendance in Bible classes or worship service in many years. One hundred
in Bible classes on March 15th with one
hundred fifteen · in worship ser:,ice.
Two
have bee n baptized since last report. One
was a thirteen year old young lady and the
other was a head of a house , making another complete Christian home.
I have time
for some meetings this summer. Should a.ny
d esire my services I can be contacte<l at the
above address.
Flnnls It. Petty, 105 Cherry Street, Lake
Jackson, T exas, March 31: During the past
three months w e have had forty -four responses. Thirteen of these have be en baptisx:ns.
The others were restorations and
placing of memberships. Our Bible school
attendance has almost weekly established
new records. It has progressed ' from 116
at the first of the year to last Sunday's
attendance and- new record of 212. We are
in the process of erecting a new building,
and have almost completed two sections
which eventually will be all class rooms;
but at present one wing is bein.g u sed as
an auditorium.
Luther G. Roberts, 2110 West Second Avenue, Corsicana, T exas, April 4: From March
18th to 22nd I preached in a short meeting
~or the church in Casper, Wyoming.
During the time two men were se l ected and appointed to serve as elders of the church.
There is an excellent opportunity for the
cause of Christ in Casper, which is growiRg
rapidly due to much oil activity by most of
the major oil comt}anies of this co untry.
The church in Casper is self-supporing, but
there is need for much work to be d one
there and elsewhere in the state, in the es tablishing ef th e church on a firm basis.
Our worlr in Corsicana continues in a very
pleasant. way.
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Bill Thompson, Lufkin, Texas, March 28: 1 our local member~hip during the first quarTwo restorations a';t Fourth and Groesbeck Iter. ¥.te now haye 941 members at Highland;
last wrd's day.
both auditoriums are filled. We are using
klome chairs. Our future looks good and we
Virgil Bentley, 201 West 6th Stree t, Cor - believe Highland is in the best condition
dell, Oklahoma, April 3: One was· baptized for accomplishing good in our Master's kinghere March 29.
dom it has ever b een. This co uld never have
been done had it not been for the fine work
E. R. Harper, 40.2 Highland, Abilen e, Tex- of such m en as F. B. Shepherd, Homer Hailas, March 30:
There were 610 in Bible e y and Cec il Wright, who laid the ground
classes March 29. We have had an average work for the work that is now being acof 582 in classes for the first quarter. Our complished at Highland.
Thanks to these
contribution Sunday, March 29, was $1798.00. good men and the members of the Highland
We . have av~raged $1210.00 for the first congregation.
When _you come this way,
quarter. We had twenty-two additions dur- visit with us.
ing March. We have added fifty-three to

THE .NEW IDEAL HYMN · BOOK
The New Deluxe Edition of this
increasingly popular book. For
churches requiring something excellent in cloth bound .books tnere
will not be found a more beautiful
book--a superior piece of workmanship--and, above all a better
or more carefully selected collection of songs and hymns for aU
. occasions than the late n.ew Deluxe
Edition
75 Cmts Per Copy ,
$75.00 Per Hundred
The Firm Foundation, with the cooperation of the best song
leaders among the churches of Christ, has prep!!-red a large permanent gospel hymnal for use . at all our church services.
This book has been carefully edited and prepared, and Is the result of many years experience and study of the song needs of the
churches. The new hymnal contains only such songs and flymns
as will meet the approval of our churches everywhere. We believe
there is no other Hymn Book just like tt. 317 of the greatest
songs. The achievement of years · of experience in the publishing
of church song books. Austin Taylor is Editor-in-Chief.
"I believe it has never been surpassed by any production."Ira D. Brister.
"By far the best hymn . book ever published by our brethren." Horace W. Busby.
"We have never used a book that pleases everyone as this book
does."-Robert C. Jones.
_,
"I unhesitatingly pronounce it the best hymn book for church
use."-E. C. McKenzie.
•
"One of the best, it not the best, compilations of church songs."
-Emmett S. Dean.
"The beauty and neatness of this book will add dignity and refinement to any congregation that uses it."-Tillit -s. Teddlie.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
3110 Guadalupe Street
Box 77-Austin 61, Texas
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ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
EMPHASIZING
Christian living in daily Bible classes and daily Chapel services and where
96 per cent of the 1952-53 student body and all teachers of all courses are
members of tt.e church.

STARTS GRADUATE SCHOOL
Beginning

SUMMER SESSION -JUNE
•

t

1953

These men are the first to an-nounce their plans to enter the graduate division. They are, lower left to right: G. H. Ellis, Willowdale, Ontario,
Canada; Hubert Brandenburg, Middleton, Ohio; B. J y Pole, Bombay, India; Bob Rigdon, Topeka, Kansas; Paul Earnhart, McAlester, Oklahoma;
arid R. L. Johnson, Jr., Abilene, Texas.
Graduate degrees will be awarded in two major departments-Bible and
Religious Education and Education. The M.A. degree will be awarded to
majors in Bible (including Biblical languages), the historical, or the doctrinal divisions. The M.S. degree goes to majors in the practical field.
In Education, thirty semester hours including ·a thesis earns the M.S. The
M.E. (Master of Education) requires thirty-six semester hours without a
thesis.

I

Courses of graduate rank in Bible, Education, and other departments will
be offered in the two six-week sessions beginning June 2, 1953.

I

Note: FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, JUN IORS, and SENIORS may choose
their courses from these departments: Ag., Bib le; Greek, Biology, B.A.,
Christian Ed ., Chemistry, Education, Psychology, English, French, Government, History, Math, Physics, P.E., Spanish and Speech.

Regular or Graduate catalog will .be sent upon request.
Remember, A.C.C. is a member of the Southern Association which is the
highest accrediting agency to which any school may belong.

ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Fully Accredited

Abilene, Texas

Emphasizing Christian Living
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Nation a l Wee ldy, World- Wid e In Mi s s ion, ~ Definite in Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Under Prese nt Manageme nt for last 43 Y ears. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Knoweth
th em that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19~
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..M. ·nAVIS
Submission To God
- A passage of scripture worthy of

frequ~nt

meditation is
this: "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
a11d he w!ll flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double-minde<l. Be afflicted, and mo).lrn, and
weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy
to heaviness . Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord
and he sh all lift you U:FJ" (Jas. 4 : 7-10) .
T hose who ca ll themselves Christians often lose sight of
the import~nee of humility .. It does not seem as important
aa other things. But anything that God commands is important. We ar e not often criticised for not being humble,
and sometimes we are commended for our pride. Some philosophers have classified · humility as a vice instead of a
virtue. Carl Maq: thought that meekness was a sin.
But the wo_r<l of God put-S ~reat, emJ?!lasis on humility as
an attribute of righteousness . · King Pharaoh refused to submit to God because he was puffed up wlth pride. He said,
"Who is the Lord, that I .should obey his voice?" Saul, the
king of Israel , served th't ~rd accep.ta):>ly while he was humble, but when he was filled ~th pride, he refused to submit
to God. He lost the throne and died in disgrace. Self-aggrandizem ent is not true dignity.
Jesus humbled· himself and becam e obedient unto death,
and God highl y exalted him, and gave him a name that
is above every name. The Lord says, "He that hath an high
look and a prou<l heart will not I suffer " -(Psalm 101: 5).
Many things may keep peopl e from being humble, but
probably the most common cause if\ the one indicated by the
writer of this psalm-"A high look and a proud heart." The
grace of God was abundant in the life of Paul , because he
knew how to us e it. He saw himself as the chief of sim.iers
and that made him a very humble man. He said , "By th~ .
grace of God I am what I am ." He was _a learned man, but
t hat was not what made him great. God says, "I dwell in
t he high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit" (Isaiah 57:15) .
Fell1_nvship With Christ

Some who p;ofess to be Christians a1·e -not in full -fellowship with CJ'!rist. They may be in full fellowship with their
congregation, while their fellowship with Christ is lacking.
It is commendable to be in good standing with the Lord's
people, but the main thing is to be in good _ st~nding wi'th
the Lord.
Paul says, "And be found in him, not having mi~ own
righteousness, which is of the law, but _that which is through

thtz faith of Christ, the righ~eousness which is of God by faith:
that I may know him, an-ti the power of his resurrection, an-ti
the fellowship of his sufferings, being made confo-rmable unto
his death" (Phil. 3:9 , 10). Paul did not regard himself ~s
being in full fellowship w.fth Christ without conforming to
his death and participating in his sufferings.
Probably many of Christ;s disciples come short in this attainment-they are not anxious about suffering W>ith Christ.
Peter wrote to suffering ~hristians who were scattered
abroad, saying, "Beloved , think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you. But . rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of _Christ's sufferings; that when his ..glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy" ( 1 Feter.
4:12, 13). .
5842 Monticello, Ballas, Texas.

I H:Jil.ARD P>R. TREVER ON THE R.S.V.

L. R. Wilson
"Dr. John C. Tfever, executive director, department of the
English Bible, of the National Council of Churches and representative of the Committee of the Revised Standard Version
of the Bible, told Rotary members Monday noon some of the
problems confronting the committee in bringing out the new
revision . . .
"Dr. - Trever stated that the committee of scholal'S has not
changed the Bible as some people erroneously think-they
have m erely presented a more accurate interpretation, se that
much of the meaning of the original text has been recovered.
He called attention to the fact that the meaning of words
change with the passage of time and that today some 40Q
words in the Bible have a much different meaning than when
they were used in the King J am es version of 1611. " 'TP.e Revised Standard Version of the. Bible is the m~st
accurate translation-it is the Bible for today,' Dr. Trever
declared." - (From the Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise, March
10, 1953).
I was at the Rotary meeting on March 9th when Dr. Trever
delivered the address here reported. He has a high pitched
voice, which is just a little gratin'g. However, he has an excellent choice o~ words and makes his points clear and effective. He did not give an opportunity to any present to ask
questions. I had hoped that he might do so. There were a
few questions that I sllould like to_ have heard him explain.
. Dr. Treve~ stressed the need for accuracy. He emphasized
the fact that it was not the business of the translators to try
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to interpret the Bible, but to make an accurate translation
of what the writers actually stated. The New Testament,
he declared, had been somewhat colored by the Septuagint, '
which was a translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into
the Greek "about 200 B.C." (as he put it). This translation
was followed by most of the New Testament writers in their
quotations. These, according to Dr. Trever, were not always
accurate. He gave two or three illustrations of this fact, one
of which was Matthew's quotation (ch. 1:23) from Isaiah 7:
i4. The original Hebrew in this passage, according to the
!Speaker, simply meant a young woman of marriageable age,
without any. reference one way or the other as to whether she
was married. Matthew who followed the Greek translation,
stated that she was a virgin.
Assuming that Dr. Trever was correct, at least partially so,
in the illustrations which he gave, one could not keep from
feeling that he meant to leave the impression that since the
Septuagint was not always ·accurate the New Testament writers were· not infallibly inspired, else they w:ould not have folLowed these errors.
Another point that was difficult for me to grasp was Pr.
Trever's explanation of John 3:16. He declared that there
was no word in the original for "begotten" in this passage;
hence the translators were compelled to omit this term, making the passage read, "For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son." He admitted that the original term signified son in a sense different from the ordinary, that it was
a son of a certain kind. But he asserted that it could not be
accurately translated "begotten Son." According to Westcott
and Hort's Greek New Testament the terms used in this passage are "ton uion ton monogena." If we allow the correctness
of Dr. Trever's criticism in this passage we are compelled, as
I see it, to render th·e passage "For God so loved the world
that he gave the Son, the only son of the kind." I also have
before me Dr. George Ricker Berry's literal translation of the
Greek New Testament where this passage reads "ton uion
autou ton monogena." Dr. Berry translates it "his Son the
only begotten." I also have before me the Emphatic Diaglott
by Benjamin Wilson in which the Greek is the same as Dr.
Berry's. Wilson translates the term, "ton uion autou ton
mop.ogena" as follows: "the son of himself the only begotten."
I ·cannot see how a literal hanslation could put it otherwise.
If Dr. Trever and the translators of the Revised Standard
Version were such sticklers for accuracy where the translation
might weaken one's belief in the divinity of Christ, it is
strange that they were so careless in other places. For example, in the first chapter of Matthew where we read, "Abraham
begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat Judah ami
his brethren," etc., ·we have the ·term egennasen, which is the
aorist tense for gennao, and literally means exactly what the
translators of the King J.ames and American Standard Versions
said it meant. However, in this chapter the R.S.V. has completely omitted the word for "begat" and substituted an entirely different word which is not in any Greek manuscript
that I know anythlng about. They make the text to read,
"Abraham was the father (Gk. patar) of Isaac, Isaac was the
father of Jacob," etc. If the committee on the new version,..
was so bent on accuracy where the tendency was to le~ve
doubt about the divinity of pur Lord, we cannot keep f rom wondering why they were so liberal in other places.
There was one other matter that I kept wondering about
while Dr. Trever spoke. He mentioned the fact that there·
were more than 400 words used by the King J ames translators
that had different meanings today from what they had when
originally used. He insisted, therefore, that it was imperative
that we have a new translation in order to correct the meaning
of terms which are now obsolete. Not one time did he make
any mention of the American Standard Version, or the English Revised Version. What I couldn't understand was why
he kept talking about words which had changed their meaning
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since 1611 without so much as hinting that more than ninety
per cent of these had been corrected by the American Standard Version a half century before the R.S.V. made its appearance.
Most of those· who- heard Dr. Trever had scarcely read the
Bible, and did . not know that the American Standard Version
existed. The speaker knew this, of course, and took advantage
of the opportunity to press his points. He went on the assumption, apparently, that since those present scarcely knew about
the American Standard Version, that they did not know that
it was not only much more accurate than the R.S.V., but had
?h·eady recovered the meaning of virtually every passage
where there was doubt or question, and had given us the correct words which are necessary today to understand the meaning of the original text.
The unfortunate part of this whole story was, judging by
the applause, that nearly all who were present accepted everything Dr. Trever said without any reservation.

Christian Church Preacher Changes
Hoyt H. Houchen
We are happy to announce· that Gaylon Murphy, formerly a
preacher in the Christian Church, has publicly renounced the
errors of that body and has taken his stand with the New Testament church.
During the week of February 1-8, 1953, ·Central, 14th and
Monroe, AmariHo, Texas, where I labor, supported me to do
the preaching in a gospel meeting for the small congregation
in Elkhart, Kansas. I was ably assisted by Ford Carpenter

Gaylon Murphy
of this congregation and also Arthur Golden, preacher o~ the
Eastside congregation here in Amarillo. These men helped
in a wonderful way in directing the singing and doing personal
work.
Brother Murphy, preacher of the Christian Church in Elk
hart, attended the services of this meeting frequently as did
other members of that group. In the first personal interview
with Brother Murphy, his sincerity to do right was evident.
He had been convinced for some time that the group with which
he had been identified is responsible for the division of th_r
body of Christ. Being associated with what is known as the
"conservative" group of the Christian Church, Brother Murphy had preached publicly in defense of the name, Church of
Christ, as being scriptural, believing the name Christian Church
to be unscriptural. As to the music question, he thought that
mechanical instruments should be excluded from the worship,
only as a matter of expediency, since they were causing divi-
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sion. However, after pe:rsonal teaching on the m atter, we
readily convinced him of the unscripturalness of their usag
On Friday night of the gospel meeting I preached on the
subject: "Why We Do Not Use Mechanical Instruments in
Worship" and during the singing of the invitation song, Brother and Sister Murphy walked forward to publicly announce
their stand for the truth. Brother Murphy made his owR acknowledgment of error, stating that he could no longer remain
in the Christian Church, that he was convinced and convicted
of its errors, and his prayer was that others would take the
same step as he and his wife had taken. This statement was
made in the presence of the two elders in the Christian Church
at Elkhart and the majority of the members who had come to
the services that night.
Brother Murphy was born January 3, 1929, at Elk Point,
South Dakota, and began preaching in 1946. He attended
Ozark Bible College, Joplin, Missouri, from the fall of 1948
to the end of 1949. He then entered Southern Christian College in San Antonio, Texas, where he earned his B.A. degree
in 1951. It was there that he met Mary Davis, to whom he
was married while attending that school. He had been preaching for the Christian Church in Elkhart, Kansas, for about
one year and a half.
' · To many, the change of Brother and Sister Murphy was
not a surprise as he Had been unhappy in the Christian Church
for about two years. He needed further teaching on some
matters, and on tile music question in particular. Brother J.
B. Harrington, formerly o;f Texhoma, is working with our
brethren in Elkhart. A nice and commodious building in which
to worship had been completed just prior to the meeting. The
church has great possibilities in that community and we pray
for its success.
Brother Murphy is an able speaker and we believe that he
will be a valuable man to the cause. He needs enceuragement
and support. Any congregation desiring his services, either
for local work or a meeting, may write to me in care of Central Church of Christ, Fourteenth and Monroe, Amarillo, Texas.

"Ye Commit Sin"
(James 2:9)
William M. Nelson
A teacher in a Christian school has said that, "Supersti-

tion is the offspring of ignorance." The same thing could be
said of the prejudice that is too common among members of
the Lord's church. With humility and a sense of the bigness
of the problem I write a challenge to the mighty on this question. I realize the content will pierce many brethren. I pray
their sorrow will be of a godly sort unto .repentance rather
than a sorrow of this world that worketh anger, frustration
and death.
In considering the subject of racial ,prejudice I do not consider the universal nature of the problem. We are· considering
racial prejudice among Christians. Prejudice, as here used,
is the preconceived respect of persons resulting from a proud
spirit. We shall consider this anti-Christian, anti-social attitude that turns b:rethren against brethren and places brethren in opposition to our F ather in heaven. Every human being
is created in the image of God. Every Christian receives the
same gift of the Holy Spirit. Thus Christians enjoy a two-fold
equality.
We can thank God there is no "high church" or "low church"
among the f amily of God. It is regrettable that some congregations f ail to realize this. As in the days of Christ some
seek the "upper seats" among their brethren. It is odd, though,.
that racial prejudice is not limited to the "high churches"
where a person without a coat is · hurried out the side door,
that is if he is not ignoted altogether. Neither is it limited
to the "low churches" where "ain't" is about as common as
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the tobacco juice about the church house steps. Anywhere one
finds ignomnce and lack of the "mind of Christ" one finds
racial prejudice.
One wonders if the "Christian educator" who iSI reported to
have said, "A nigger shouldn't go beyond the third g rade,"
knows the Christ who asked all the world to, "Come unto me,"
or the words of Paul when he said that in Christ ~'there is neither .Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free" (Col. 9:11; Gal. 3:28). The Jews had
considered their race superior to all others (Matt. 3:9), but
God proved to them once and for all times that he is "no respector of persons" (Acts 10:15-35). All class distinctions and
social distinctions are broken down in Christ the Lord. Racial
lines are annihilated and social etiquette becomes ·only of surface value.
In some ways it seems the children of darkness · are more
wise than the children of light. Most informed scientists look
upon the old ideas that "Niggers have odors," and "Niggers
just can't do ·no better," as belonging with the theories, "Break
a mirror and have seven years of bad luck," and "Let a black
cat cross your tracks and you're sure to have trouble." In
their effort at self-exaltation the racial prej.udice person marks
themselves as bein uninformed. This is true .w·hether they
wear a mink or a rabbit.
When someone advocates equality among Christiahs some
persons usually ask, "Well, if we have no -racial segregation
and our young people go to school together and worship together, they will soon intermarry. How about this segregation and intermarriage ?" I think segregation among Christia•n s is as opposed to Biblical teaching as sprinkling is opposed to baptism. Some places a colored brother or sister is
not welcome in a "white congregation." Colored people must
go to hell rather than use the "white baptistry." Color6d
brethren are looked down on in scorn and their service made
source of ridicule. About the only thing I can see such a
· "white congregation" has in common with Christ is the name
above the fro nt door. Paul' said -on Rom. 12:9-16 (RSV): "Let
love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to w·hat is good;
love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one a nother
in showing honor . . . Live in harmony with one another; do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; never be conceited."
In l)-lany cases the colored people desire to worship together
in their own community_ It is more convenient for them just
as it often is for the poorer people to worship in their own
community which may be on the other side of the track. This

a

STUDIES IN EPHESIANS
A•New Book, Just From The_Press

ByR. C. BELL
A Series of Twenty Essays on The Letter of
Paul The Apostle, to The Church at Ephesus.
Carefully Prepared and Written By A Great
Bible Teacher And as A Result of Many Years
of Teaching This Epistle in Classes of Young
People, Many of Whom Became Preachers of
The Gospel.
Neatly bound in heavy embossed blue paper covers. If you have a class in Ephesians you will find
this a very fine class book.

Price: 50 Cents
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
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is a social situation which is brought on because of locality
and I think voluntary segregation is no segregation. No distinction is made. No one group is considered better than another. When a distinction is made by the wealthy, by the poor,
by the colored or by the white; when "respect" is shown to
anyone and others are told to sit here, then, "Ye have respect
to persons, ye commit · sin, and are convicted of the laws las
transgressors." Read James 12 and tremble!
Intermarriage of any widely differing group-racial, social
or economical- is unwise because of the children that must
come into the world. Race is only skin deep. God "hatn made
of one blood all nations of men for to dweH on
the face
of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed,
and the bounds of their habita tion" (Acts 17:26). My prejudice
brother or sister, the same kind of blood that races below you,r
skin races below the skin of the blackest Negro in Africa.
Wh.atev~r the "bounds of their habitation" might refer to,
whether to the 'distinction between Jew and Gentile broken
.dow n ' in Christ or anything else, the American Negro's dwelling t oday is here. "FI:lbikation here means dwelling. Yes, · I
would th at all marry in -their own race but I would be the
last t o con demn someone who didn't. In Christ all are one.
Liberty is not always license for action.
I am not a northerner. My great grandparents owned plantations worked by slaves. I do not state this to brag but only
to alleviate the charge of "yankee prejudice." I write as a
Christian and not as a sectionalist. I write about Christian relationship and limit my arguments to that. The same condemnation rests on any "prej·udiced Christian" whether his hatred be against the "wops," the "chinks," the "Jews,"· the
"square-heads" the "greasers" or the "niggers." ·
My Christian ·friend, as far as I can see this is your decision. Either go to hell with your beloved prejudice or get rid
of it and prepare for the home where all God's faithful children go. If ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin." Can
a sinner see God ?
Tempe, Arizona.

all

PREACHERS OF TODAY
Horace Wooten Busby was born in Tennessee in 1884 on
February 21. He was baptized in November, 1904, by H. E.
Warlick and began preaching in 1910 in Ellis county, Texas.
He ·married Miss May Wise, and they
have three children.· Brother Busby attended the public schools and a state
teachers college.
After he wa s grown he made a serious
study of tl:e Bible, which convinced him
he shoul:d b ave Presbyterianism . He continued his study for four years in preparation to preach. His first meeting was
held near Midlothian, Texas: with twenty
baptisms. His next meeting was held in the same year at
Lockney Bible College, in which he baptized his father, and
soon the rest of the family, In 1913 he began a ministry of
seven years with the Vickery Boulevard church in Ft. Worth,
Texas. From 1910 until 1913 he had done part-time work with
several congregations.
In 1920 it seemed best for him to give up local work so ·
that he might fill all the calls for gospel meetings. Since that
time he has annually conducted from 25 to 28 meetings. Only
one meeting has ever been cancelled because of illness of the
1000 he has held. More than 18,000 people have been baptized
through these efforts. Se_v erar chu•rches have been established
and many thousands of Christians have been restored to their
allegiance to Christ.
He has held meetings in most all parts of the United States.
Especially has he worked in Texas, Tennessee, California, Oklahoma, Alabama, Arkansas, Kansas, and New Mexico. Brother
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Busby has al s:o done radio preaching along with some of his
meetings. His health continues to be fine and his time is
promised for meetings until 1954. His home address is 2225 W.
Hawthorne Street, Fort Worth, Texas, or he can be reached
in · care of the Southside Church of Christ, Ft. Worth.-The
above sketch appears in abbreviated form as one of 1350
biographical sketches in Preachers of Today; Price $3.50. Order
from Finn Foundation.

Silas .Earp
LeRoy Davis .
Silas Earp was boTn August 11, 1883, near Butler, Alabama. As a small child he lived with ·his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. M. D. Earp on a 160-acre homestead. At the age of
five , Silas, with his family moved to Colorado. In the year
1890 the family moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma, then Indian
Territory. The journey was made in a light ''spring wagon"
drawn by two .Mexican ponies. Silas, then only about seven
years old, says that he can remember seeing a large herd
of sheep, possibly four or five thousand. Meals were prepa red in the open on this journey over a camp fire. It was
appro xima tely eight weeks in consummation.
At the tend.er age of twelve Silas was afflicted with "inflamm a tory rheumatism," now known as arth-ritis. The disease· began in his left ankle and soon drew and knotted his
wh ole bod y. Within a year he was unable to walk. By the
ti me h e ·had reached his tw-entieth birthday his eyesight
began to fail. Eight years later he was in total darkness.
On e year after he became totally blind .h e experienced the
gr eates t event of his life. While living near Bixby, Oklahoma,
he ha d the privil.ege of attending a gospel meeting. :Brother
Frank Elmore was the evangelist. During the course of this
meeting Silas obeyed . the gospel, along with his elder _brother
and his sister, Holice, with whom .he now resides. Looking
back to this event Silas said that this was one_ of the happiest moments of his entire life. Brother Elmore, assisted . by
one of the elders of the church, Brother Haggarman, carried
Silas into th.e Arkansas river and there immersed him into
the body of Christ.
Silas' father died in 1926. His mother having preceded his
fa.the1: in death. Since Silas is one of_ a family of eight: two
brothers and five sisters, it · f"ell their lot to care for him.
A t the present time pe is with his sister, Holice Stewart, of
Jay, Oklahoma. She and her husband give him- excellent care.
F or the past five years he has. been confined to his bed and
can sit in his wheel ·c hair only long. enough to ·eat his meals.
This constitutes a great sacrifice on the part of his sister
an{! her husband. Surely the Lord will bless such love an{!
consideration.
Although Brother Earp. is gnarled and twisted in body. and
unable to see, he is possessed with a cheerful disposition.
His is a pleasing personality, and despite his han{licaps can
con-v erse intelligently upon the current events of the {lay.
He is a wonderful Bible scholar, having committed to memory a large po-rtion of the New Testament.
In retrosp ect Silas said: "Wli.en I was six years old I
a t t ended the only free school in my life." While he wa:s living in Colorado in 1889, he attended part of one term. After
moving to Tulsa he attended part of two terms of subscription school. When asked how he had managed fo-r so fine
an education, he replied, "I read my brother's and sister's
s chool books and they helped me quite a lot."
But, perhaps the· greatest boon to his educatien came
about wh ile living with a sister in Joplin,. Missouri, in 1927.
Miss Grace Speak taught him to read braille. FO<r several
years he work~d at his new found joy and furthered his education .g r.eatly, . especially in Biblical- knowledge.
Brother Earp is now 69 years of age. He is still in good
spirits althou·gh his health will permit the reading of his

Tuesday, April21, 1953

F lR M

Page Five

F0 UNDATI 0 N

New Testament but little. For the first fifteen years of his
malady, Brother Earp suffered intensely. Many nights he
could not sleep. for the excessive pain. In writing this sketch
I am reminded of what the apostle Paul said one time in
Ads 14: 2 2: "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must,
throu·gh much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God."
Brother Earp has an unaltering faith, and is a staunch

supporter of the truth . Although confined to his bed and
unable to see! I'~ certain that by his many conversations
with the !lnsaved, his cheerful disposition, and his buoyant
optimism . in spite of all obstacles, he has been instrumental
in winning many souls to the kingdom of God.
May the life of this noble saint inspire and encourage all
to a greater and more efficient service in the vineyard of the.
Lord.

Philippine

Work

Orrin W. Utley
The elders of . the Westside Church of Christ in Duncan,
Oklahoma, announces plans to send the L. E. O'Neal and
Harold. O'Neal families to the Philippine Islands in August.
These two families will move to Zamboanga City, Mindanao, w·here they will work for three years. In . the geJ;~eral
vicinty of. this city of 35,000 people there are seven -smal_l
congregations of the Lord's people. For the past year and a
half, no American missionary has been in this field. The
natives are anxious to have someone return. 'Ve believe that
this fielQ. presents a challenge.
The Lord's wo1·k in Zamboanga City was started by Frank
Trayler, while he was an Army chaplain. The L. E. O'Neai
fami~y answer.ed the call to go help those who had been baptized . They remained in the Philippines four years ( 19 4 6-

1950), und er the super vision of the Oak Park Church of
Christ, Sacramento, California.
L. E. O'Neal is the- evangelist for the church of Christ in
Velma, Oklahoma, and Harold O'Neal is laboring with _the
Wilson, Oklahoma, church of Christ. Both are in the general
area of Duncan. Each is doing an outstanding work. We believe that these brethren are well qualified .to carry on the
Lord's work· in . Zamboanga Ci~y and surrounding territory.
Our general plans are as follows: ( 1) Get the money
raised for support, transp\)rtation, and freight on cars for
the two families. _( 2) Get s upport for m9re Filipino preachers.
(3) Get a printing press in operation. (4) Huy a lot for expansion.
If you desire to hav.e fellowship in this good work, please
contact the elders of the .Westside Church of Christ, 14th
and Main, Duncan, Oklahoma.
Traylex· Commends O'Neals For Work
It is with great joy that I learn of the plans of the Le-

land O'Neal ami Harold O'Neal families to go to the Philippine Islands this fall. Going 'two by two' will multiply their
strength, and the previous experience of the Leland O'Neal
family will serve for foundation.
I trust all our brethren who have opportunity to assist in
this great pr oject for Christ will respond liberally so that
their support may be secured prompt!y.-Frank Trayler,
Chaplain, U.S.A.F.
Planning For 'l'he Future

Harolil O'Neal and Family

As can be see~ from accompanying articles, we plan to
s·pend three years in the Philippine Is lands. Many of you are
greatly interes ted in this part of Christ's vineyard, and we
are soliciting your continued interest.
We need your help in support and transportation to the
Philippines and trust that you will include this opportunity
in your 1953 budget.-Harold O'Neal, L. E. O'Neal.
f

L. E. O'Neal Family
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Studies In Galatians (No. 8)
R.C•Bell
Galatians 3:1-14 . comprises four short pithy arguments
ln support of Christianity as a means of salvation contrasted
"Whh law. The first argument, built on the experience of the
•Galatians, and the second, built on the experience of Abra:ham, have been considered. The third, buil~ en Hebrew scripture, and the fourth, built on Christ's substitutionary death,
1\re now to be studied.
"It Is \Vritten"
Three verses (10-12) ·contrast legal works and gospel faith
as lhe only two conceivable ways by which men may attain
unto righteousness and life . The argument runs: since no man
ever has rendered, or ever can render, the per.fect obedience
to "all things that are written in the book of the law" which
righteousness by means of law requires, no man can escape
God's cu'rse of death ·on law breakers. Faith is, therefore, the
sole way of life. The two ways cannot co-exist, nor can they
be combined. ~ospel faith is not primarily faith in acts of
obedience, but faith. in Christ's death for our sins. Paul
r~ached this . same conc1usion in his 4'irst sermon in the Galatian country y·e ars before he wrote (}alatians: "By him
(Christ) ever)'Une that believeth is justified from all things,
from which ·he could not be justified by the law of Moses"
(Acts 13:39).
Inasmuch as the little sentence, "The righteous shall live
by his faith" (He b. 2:4) is worke'd into the great doctrinal
epistles of Romans ( 1: 17) and Hebrews ( 10: 3 8) as well as
into Galatians, it must hold cardinal Christian doctrine. Taken
in its contexts, it teaches not only that men are justified by
faith, but' also that they must continue to live, suffer, and
grow by faith, not by works. The fact that the Galatians
after beginning in faith were falling into works of law was
the ·cause of Paul's writing them this sharp, warning Jetter.
Ever since Eden, true religion on the human side has always
been based on faith in God. Although Abraham demonstrated
his faith bY sacrificing Isaac, and Paul his by being baptized,
their faith was essentially the same. Who can doubt that
Ab:saham would have been baptized had God commanded him
to be? Because of this continuum of faith in God, the entire
Bible is one organic whole . The Old Testament anticipates
the New , and kindles the fire of redemption that burns and
blazes throughout the New.

"It Is Finished"
Before "grace and trut)l came through Jesus Christ," men,
Jews and Gentiles alike, were inevitably and universally
doomed because they were under law. "But Christ redeemed
us (Christians) from the curse of the law, having become
a curse for us; for it is written, cursed is. everyone that
hangeth on a tree." Before Christ died, t1lere was only · one
class of men, naniely, men condemned to death. His dying
created the possibility of another class coming into existence.
Condemned men who believe that · God· in free grace will
accept Christ's vicarious death in lieu of their deserved death
and act accordingly come out from among lost men into a
new class, namely, justified men. These are they, who reali:~:
ing their doomed !';tate and feeling keenly their inability to
change it under law, come, with no plea but, "Be thou merciful to me a sinner," and accept God's gracious, judicial
decree to deliver them from the sentence of death and to
treat them as if they had never been sinners. A justified
man"cometh not_into judg·ment (with men who remain under
law), but hath passed out of ' death into life" (John 5:24).
Such is Christian justification. Christ'~, "It is finis·h ed"
from his cross signified that the means for justifying condemned humanity was perfected, and that addition from "the
flesh" or "will of man," as the Galatians were atte~pting,
could but pervert and ruin it. Think you not that such a
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great justification should put an end to self, and that · God
has a moral right to expect Christians, out of sheer gratitude, to be "zealous of good works"? This is the place and
the manner in which good works come into Christianity.
The Purpose of the Law
Since Abraham possessed the faith upon which salvation
depends, why did not God give him immediately, instead of
the promis e of Christ's coming, Christ himself? And why was
the covenant of law necessary at all? The last half of Gal.
3, very simply and directly, considers such things.
By ·his oath, God confirmed his promise to Abraham that
. in his seed ( Chr\st's) all nations should be blessed, "That
by two immut;ible things, in which it is impossible 'tor God
to lie, we might have a strong encouragement" (He b. 6:18).
No matter "What time might elapse or what events intervene
before its fulfillment, this promise so confirm.e d, 11ould never
in any manner whatsoever be altered. After 43·0 years, God
supplemented this immediate, personal promise ·tt> Abraham
by a covenant of law, which was in a rounda.b out way "ordained through angels by the hand of a mediator (MDses) ,"
and whach was to last only "till the seed should come to _whom
the promise" was made. This "till" shows that the covenant
of Jaw was to be but a temporary; provisional insertion within
the longer, larger covenant of promise. It neither superseded
nor opposed the prior promise, which was to be fulfllled after
the transitory, legal covenant had passed aw·a y.
The Abrahamic covenant with its positive emphasis on
promise and faith, inadequately emphasized sin and its curse.
The Mosaic covenant with its heavy emphasis on sin and
death was needed to attain the proper moral balance, and
was therefore "added because of transgressions." . Is it not ·
meaningful that, thoug·h provision was made for six tribes
to stand on Mount Gerizim to blEl!is and the other six on Ebal
to curse the people after they had crossed the Jordan and
assembled in Canaan, in the actual history not a single
blessing was heard, but twelve curses with all the people
answering "amen" were pronounced? (Deut. 27). Could there
be a better commentary on Gal. 3:10, "For as many as are
of the law are under a curse''? As there can be no trespassing without a boundary, so, though sin exists, it does not
take the character of transgression and rebellion, and ''is
not imputed when there is no law" (Rom. 5: 13.). "The law
came in besides (sin and death) that the trespass , might
abound" (Rom. 5:20). "Through the law cometh the knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3: 2 0). Though the Sinaitic covenant
served other purposes too, its prime purpose was to discover . ·
wounds for which it had no healing that men might seek
the gre:;t't Physician when he came in fulfillment of the
promise "to Abraham . -

THREE NORTHWEST CHUROHES NEED PREAOHERS
Claude A. Guild

Three churches in the
orthwest have· asked this elderShip to find a good man to work with them. Monte Vi1'J.a,
Colorado, has about 20 very strong and faithful members.
It wo1,1ld soon bui1d into a lovely church, if' they could have
someone preach for them. They are paying for their own
building. This is a wonderful plac~ to live.
Two congregations in the state of Washington are in need
of a minister. The support will be good and one place offers, in addition to salary, a furnished house.
:we are not interested in men who are morally reprobate or
.unsound in doctrine . These churches deserve sound, clean
men. They offer wonderful opportunities for anyone who has
a desire to help needy fields.
If you are interested in these places, please write us: Elders, Church of Christ in ·Riverside, 2701 E. Be!l.knap Street,
Fort Worth 11, Texas.
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What Does The Bible Say!
For Whom Is Baptism?

Corinth was a commercial center of the Roman Empire
with a population of about 400,000 when Paul arrived to
preach the gospel. Today it is called Salonica, and is still
a city of · importan~.
In Corinth he lived for a time in the home of a devout
Christian couple, Aquila and Priscilla, who •followed the
trade of tent-making as Paul did. S'oon he was wliolly absorbed in preaching the gospe1 and enthusiastically assuring
the Jews that Jesus :was the Christ. But as they opposed and
abused him, he turned to the Gentiles. Later Crispus, the
leader of the _synagogue, became a believer in the Lord with
all his family. The Bible says of the Corinthians: "Many of
the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized" (Acts
18:8 )·. Thus the church had its beginning in this pagan city.
Here are seven Scriptures from God's word which ·h elp to
clarify the question: "For w.hom is baptism?" 1. For the
unsaved. Mark 16:15, 16: "And he said unto them, Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he t.hat disbelieveth shall be condemned." 2. For the one who
has heard. Act3 18: 8: "And Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all ·his house; and many of
the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized." 3. For
the taught. Matthew ?8:19! "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 4. For those
who receive the 'W'Ord. Acts 2: 41: "They then that r.eceived
his word were' baptized; and there were added unto them in
that day about three thousand souls." 5. Fn believers. Mark
16:-!.5, 16; Acts 8:37: "He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that disbelleveth shall be condemned."
"And Philip said, if thou believest with all thine heart thou
mayest. And he answered and said, i believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God." 6. For the Penitent. Aots 2:38: -"'And
Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of
your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."
7. For men and women. Acts 8:12: "But when the believed
Philip preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men
all.d women." Have you been baptized into (;)hrist? Are you
ready to obey the Lord in this act of faith? We will gladly
assist you.

One Home Shared By Hundred Homeless
Howard Justiss

Last year I . became acquainted with a foster mother and
her. activities in caring for many dependent and neglected
children for the state of Wisconsin. She kept these children
· in her home on a boa rding basis. Mr. and Mrs. Walker 'had
only one daughter of their own because Mrs. Walker was
unable to have other children. After this one daughter had
received her Ph.D. and had married, Mrs. Walker decided to
board children w·ho were under the care of the state and
who needed a temporary hgme until a more permanent arrangement, such as an adoptive home, a return to their own
home, long-term boarding, or an :icstitutional arrangement
could be worked out. Mr. Walker worked for the University
of Wisconsin and had much spare time, and an interest in
children. Mrs. Walker was a warm, accepting, understanding
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lady who loved children. In 1934 the first child was placed
in the Walker home. Since that' time they have boarded over
a hundred such children {)f both sexes and of all ages from
periods of a few days to as many as seventeen years. Most
of their boarders stay for a short time :w•h ile other arrangements are being made with relatives, own parents, adoptive
parents or institutions. Mr. and Mrs. Walker may be reluctant to give up a child after they have worked faithfully
with him. They console themselves however by thinking of
a job well done, that there are children in their home, and
othert! will come. At the present time (February, 1953)
there are ten children in the Walker home. One of these is
an eight-year-old girl named Cathy, who is crippled so badly
that ·she requires special care. I was in the Walker home o:s.e
afternoon when this child arrived by special bus from
orthopedic school. Because Mrs. Walker was talking with
me s·he, calmly, asked another child to help Cathy up the
front steps. Cat~y smiled a greeting to "Toughie" ten-y'llarold Eawin who took her crutches and assisted her into, the
house. I could see Edwin brace her foot with his toot as she
removed her snow suit. Ca.thy gave a cheery "hello" as she
wobbled to her special chair 'in an adjoining room. She
had been rejected' by her own mother w·ho was Cfivorcing
her father. No one would take Cathy except Mrs. Walker who
made the spoiled,. neglected, hateful child into a well-behaved
young lady.
I was amazed to learn how skUlfully Mrs. Walker managed all these children. Even though most ot them had come
from broken homes and had been rejected, they w.ere orderly
and seemed content. Both foster paren~ supervi!¥1 the recreation of the youngsters on week-ends and evenings. Each
night they conduct a "family worship service'·' and have Bible
study. Children who had :ijever heard of such, learned to 'lead
prayers and read the Scriptures. The children are not punished or restricted in a rigid way, but discipline is maintained
through g'enuine acceptance and affection for the chilG.ren.
That is what is needed. When · the Walkers determine_a child
. 'has a feeling of security, they help the case workers . move
him to more perman~mt living arrangements. But he never
foJ:'1Sets what the Walkers did for him. One of their ex-boarders who is a nurse in Japan wrote a "thank you" note to
them enclosing 26 dollars. Theirs is a work for which the
state of Wisconsin pays at the rate of $2 per day per child.
The pathetic thing about all the good work done by Mr. and
Mrs. Walker is that they are not members of tl:al New Testament church. They teach their Mormon doctrine and take
those dependent children to Mormon services each Sunday.
Could we not provide love, security, care and Bible instruction for many of the dependent children we now, maintain in our orphanages just as the Walkers are doing in Madison, Wisconsin? Such a program would require case work
services and a license from the state obtained by some responsible group such as the elders of a local congregation.
I feel that many Christian parents whose own children have
gone from their home, would be willing to "ooard" homeless
children and give them the advantages of a normal, secure
home life with Christian influence and Bible teaching.
Those foster parents who are willing and qualified to do
this work deserve the financial assistance of the whole congregation. Without this help some could not afford to keep
children. Others can. If the children have a parent who is
financially able, that parent, through the case worker, should
be helped to assume all the expe_n ses. In this way parents
are not encouraged to· neglect their moral obligations to "provide for their own" ( 1 Tim. 5: 8).
\

806 N. Fair Oaks, Madison, Wisconsin.
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,
TRAFFIC SAFETY

The Public Information Department on traffic
safety brings to the attention of aN automobile
drivers and o.ther travelers ~orne very important matter.
We h~ve just reeeived authentic details of a calamity that struck our nation last year. It was a calamity in every shocking sense of the word, and yet you
probably didn't even realize it was ~appening to us._
The Travelers Insurance Companies report that traffic acCidents took a casualty toll Gf more than two
million Americans in 19.52. It ;was the · worst year in
history for moto~ vehicle deaths and injuries.
Webster says the word calaip.ity implies "a grievous .
:inisf~rtune, usually public, yet affecting many pers~ns and often causing widespread distress." We stand
in aw~ ·of flood, f~mine, train and plane crashes because these · are calamitous eveE.ts occurring in one
short span .of time-one momenf, one hour, or one
day, But a series of misfortunes which cripple or kill
two million men, women and children 5n only one year
is beyond even tbe wide bounds of calamity.
Unfortunately, . traffic accidents usually are awesome only when they happen to you or someone you
know. This, ironically, is an underlying cause of OJ.li'
traffic troubles. If drivers and pedest rians respected
the dangers inherent in driving and walking, - they
would follow the rules of the road and avoid the accidents that add up to calamity.
Only you can prevent traffic accide~ts.
If this strikes you as an unreasonable charge! · you
need to read a booklet we just received frorri The
Travelers Insurance Companies. It is their annual publication · of traffic accident data in which statisticians
have dissected the anatomy of street and highway
safety.
.
You would learn that 37,600 persons were killed
and 2,090,000 injured by motor v~hicle accidents last
year: Turning the booklet's pages, you would find out.
-why 1952 made tragic history as the most disastrous .
year for traffic casualties we have ever experienced.
illt is clear from this report that most of last year's
accidents could have been avoided. Most of them were
caused by drivers and pedestrians in control of the
circums.tances which got them into trouble. The conclusion is inescapable: the accident problem can be
sol~ed only by those who do the driving and walking.
Only you can prevent traffic accidents.
Most people think of week ends as a time for rest
a:ad pleasure. We can relax with the kids, or shoot a
game of golf." It's a time for watching television, loafing through the newspaper, going to church, or a visft
with old friends.
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But it is also a time of climactic violence on our
roads. More than 15,000 persons were killed and nearly 750,000 hurt in week-end accidents last year, according to figures compiled by The Travelers Insuranc~ Companies. Forty per cent of the deaths and 36
per cent of the injuries were recorded on Saturdays
and Sun.days in 1952.'
'
The most dangerous day of the week was Saturday,
partly becau~e more cars are in use Saturday than on
any other week day. Something else sets this day apart
from · the ·others. Saturday night for too many ~people
is a time when drinking and driving get together.
one knows exactly how many traffic accidents a}'e
caused by drinking driYers, ·but everyone knows it is
a major problem. Everyone needs to know that even··
one drink before a drive is too many.
More thi:m two llfillion casualties, the worst autOmobile · accident toll in the nation's history, were !€corded in 1952, according to figures released today by
The Travelers Insurance Companies.
.
Last year.' s traffic deaths totaled 37,600, an increase of 500. over the 19'51 mark. The injury cou]Jt
soared to 2,090,000, more than 127,000 over 1951, t~e
Hartford firm reported.
The death and injury totals are highlight statistics
from "Who, Me?" nineteenth in an annual series of
traffic accid~mt data booklets published .by The Travelers . .Company statisticians collect and analyze accident facts from eacn state. .
The most dangerous mi~take ' in driving last ~ear
was excessive speed. Speed killed 13,430 persons and
injured nearly 600,000, according to the report. Drivers
under 25 years old were involved in aJmost 25 per eent
of the year's fatal accidents althougp. they constitute
only about l5 per cent of the total of all drivers.
More than 15,000 persons were killed and nearly
750,000 hurt in week-end crashes in 1952. Forty per
cent of the deaths and 36 per cent · of the injuries occurred on Saturdays and Sundays last year.
It was the second consecutive year of improvement
in the pedestrian record. Figures from the booklet
show that pedestrian casualties were reduced by more
than eight per cent in 1952. Crossing between intersections, "jay walking," still is the chief cause of pedestrian deaths and injuries.
Other facts from "Who, Me?":
Three out of four 1952 auto accidents happened to
passenger cars driving in clear weather on dry roaas.
Eighty per cent of vehicles involved in fatal accidents were traveling straight ahead.
Saturday was the most dangerous day of. the week
to drive.
·
1952 was the third consecutive year o~ increase in
the death toll.

No
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FROM THE. HARYEST FI ELD
Virgil Bentley, 201 West 6th Street, Cordell , Oklahoma, April 7: One baptism h e r e
. on April 5.

Howard Casada, Gr ea t Bend, Kansas,
Apri l ·g : Four baptiz ed
this week. One
placed m e mbership.
Some good personal
workers are h e re . Personal work g·ets res ults.
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Claude A. Guild, 2701 E. B e lknap S'treet,
Fort Worth 11, Texas, April 10: There were
six b a pti s ms in the m eeting at Anson, Texas.
My n ex t meeting is at Central, in Houston,
T exas, b eginning April 12.·
Wlllls (,;. Jerulgnu, 1401 A s h Stree t, po mmerce, T exas, April 12: The Kamay me e ting
c losed April 9.
Seven were baptiz e d a nd
fou r restored. Brother Denni s K ellogg dir ec t ed the so n g serv ic e. The work In Comm e rc e co ntinu es in a very fine way. One
was restored at the morning service today.

"\Valter E. Bankes, 2 South Tasmania, Pon tiac, Michigan, April 6: Two w e re baptized
yesterday. All attendance records were
Fletcl•er Cautl<eu, North West at Yazoo
broken, both. for worship and Bible study. Street, Jackson, Missjssippl, April 6: Two
Fourtee n responses so far this year a.t Pon - were baptized and two place d m e mbership ·
tiac. I wil l ti e gin a meeti n g at Alliance, here with the Qentral church yesterday. AlCec il B. Douthitt, P . 0. Box 67, Brown· Ohio, on May 4th.
so a n e w r ecor.d of 225 f o r Bible study was ·
wood, T exas, Ap0.1 13:
I was with the
set.
c hurc h in Comanche, T e xas, f o r a ten day
111. Cecil Perryman, 714 T errace Avenu e,
m eet in g· which closed April 12. Eight were
Montgom e ry, Alabama, April 5:. Y est erd ay
Pnul T. Dumm, 35 Pie dmont Avenue, Char bap tized and o n e placed m embership. M. F.
marked the be_.ginning of our sixth y ear Of les ton, So,.uth Carolin a , April 5: Four anManchester, ministe r for the Comanche
happy labor with the Cloverdale congrega- swered th e inv itation today. Three to be
church, is a very fine co -work e r .
.tion. A new record was set in Bible school buried with their Lord in baptism and one
atte ndance at worship and contributions to be restor e(l.. We als o had a r ecord attend Johu W. Frnuklin, 1730 Cu ster Avenue,
were also among the highest ever see,n. On e a nce at Bible study. With God's blessings
Lara mi e , Wyomin g :
Since last. r e porting,
was baptized, and one restored. Worship with th e · work in Charleston is prosp e ring.
thr ee h a v e b een baptized here. A . very nice
us wh e n you chance to pass our way. Tho8. E. Cudtl, 210 Cheyenne Avenu e, Co lo- · fifth Sunday co nt rib ution last Sunday was
sef aside for a building .fund. A pr'eache r's
E. Lacy Porter, Huntingdon, Tenness ee , rado Springs, Colorad.o, April 7 : . Th e work
April 9: Last . Lord's day w e .had our larg- at Central in Colorado Springs, co ntinu es in home a nd r e mod e ling of the present ·church
est attendance and contribution since I be- a fine way. Sin ce J a nua ry f irst w e h ave h a d .e difi ce is nee d e d h e r e. We s hall be happy
gan work here in Aug·ust. Of co urse, it was s ixteen additions·. If you hav e r e lat iv es or to have you stop a nd wo~s hip with us.
Easte r Sunday, and that brought Ol.!t sev- friends h e re l et us h ear f•·om you tha t we
"\V. Halliday Trice, 67 Waller St., S!tn Franeral more. We have had two baptisms and mi g ht visit th e m . When trav eling through
on e restoration recently. We plan . to h a v e !Colo rado, plan to wors hip w ith us at Boulder c isco, Californi a , April 8: Sinc e my last repo rt two young m a rri ed women have been
our vaca tion Bible s chool the first part o f a nd W e b e r ..
b apt iz ed, o n e p ers on has b een restored and
Jun e. I have promised to be in five me e tings this summer.
V . J, Cullum, North Military Str ee t C hu·r ch s ix persons h ave placed memb ership .at the
of Christ, Ol,lahoma City, Oklahoma: We Go lden Gate co ngr e gation, 8th Avenue and
111. T. Bishop, 2302 W. 41st, .Tulsa 7, Okla- h ave· broken all previous r ecords in Bible Cabrillo Street, San Francisco. P lease. send
homa, April 6: We conclude d a fi n e m ee t- dCh oo l, church a tte ndance, a nd contributions, m e the n a m es of those who sho uld be coning with Judson Woodbridge the last of r ece ntly fifteen h ave be e n adde d to o ur hap- tacted in this area.
last month. We had good crowds throu g hout PY and grow ing f a mily here. Five baptized,
a nd four were baptized during th e course four restored and pl aced memb e rsh·ip, and
Hatton A. Gist, 636 Steves Av e nue, San Anof th e m ee ting. Fourteen r es ponses h e r e s ix placed m emb e rship. We · rejoice o v e r •ton io 10, T exas, April 13:
Brother Paul
s inc e the first 'of the year, including seven t h ese m arks of progress a nd praise o ur Steven s c losed a goo d m ~eti ng with Highbaptism_s , three r es torations and four to Savior an d God for such blessings. Success land Hills church Ap r(! 12.
The results
place m e mb e rship with us.
t o t h e Firm Foundation a n d what s h e stands were good. Three were baptized as a visible r es ult.
Seven oth e rs h ave . been bapfo r.
t ized as a re s ult of the r egular w o rk during
Clonrles E. Gentry, Box 375, Lamar, ColoRobert P . Stewart, P . , 0. Box 459 , G r ass 'the p as t three weeks. All are happy a nd
rado: We h ave just closed a v e ry fine m ee tin g with Brother Ril ey Henry of Ma n gum, V a ll ey, California, April 7: Since our last live in peace.
Ok la h o ma, doing the preaching. There were report one has be e n baptiz ed a nd one r e thr ee b ap tisms, making a total of fiv e b ap - sto r ed. Th e work here see m s to be o n th e
Sister u . G. Wilkinson, Box 192, Comanche,
tisms for the month of March. ·The atte nd- upward t r a il. All classes have eq u aled or Ok lahoma, April 12 : Today was a good day
ance was good and the church strengthened su rpassed t heir attendance goals and n ew . h e re for the c hurch. Brother G. W. Allison
tiy so und gospe l preaching. Th e tourist sea- ones will h ave to be set. We a r e very much gave a wonderful lesson on "The C hurch."
son will soon be with u s and we urge you in n ee d of a buildin g· in which we can work Som e saY . it w.ts the .best eve r h eard ' h e re.
to s top with us in passing.
and worship ever y day of the week. Th e 1!Cr owd was la rge.
S ince Brother Al1ison
peop le here have a mind to worl(, bu.t have came, the building· h as b een e nla r ged to a c"\V. Elliott Bell, Jr., South Hill, Virg inia, little of this world's goods with which to commodate th e p eop le, as m ore attend than
A pril 6: One was r e stor e d h e re y es t e rday. wo rk. You can have a h e lping h a nd in thi s have for years , eYe n in the reviva l mee tings.
Our me e ting b egins June 1~ with Irvin wo rk if you will. Direc t your prayer s to the L ove to t h e Firm Foundation a nd r eaders.
Himme l of Jacksonville, Florida, doing th e Lord , your checks to c hurc h o f Christ at
- · preaching. Inte r es t continues to grow for all th e a b·ove address. I hav e finally fou nd work
l(:euneth J. Arrington, Wichita Falls, Texservices-sunday and mid-we e k.
All con- which will help f eed th e family, though it as, Apr il 9 : Tw e nty -third and Grace Stree ts
gr egations having faithful members -i n w ill limit to so me ext e nt wha t I can do for in Wichita F a ll s, T exas, began a local r adio
serv ice stat ion e d at near by Ca mp Pick e tt, the church. 'We a r e th a nkful fo r the work.
program the first of Marc h over s t a tion
Vir g inia, can know assuredly tha t th ey are
I{FDX (0 90) each Lord's day m orning at
havin g a great part in the work her"e in
Bill 111cCowu, 176 O hi o Street, N e w Braun - 8:45 - 9: 00 o "c l oc k . Eve ryone in th e listening
this n eedy mission field. Ask your memb e r s fels, T exas, April 6:
Th e c hurc h in New area of KFDX is· invited to listen to this
in service at. Camp Pickett, Virgini,a about Braunfels r ece ntly clos ed a f in e gospel m eet - pr ogram. W e have b een m ee ting in our
it.
ing w ith Reub e n Stanley from San Anto ni o new building approximate ly eight een m onths
as evan g·e Jis t. On e was baptized. I s p oke a nd a r e n o w in the process of building more
Jack Hardcastle, Box 3157, Lubbock, T ex - o n April 3 at th e Ga le n a Park ch u r:c h n ear c lass rooms to me e t the urge nt n eed for
as, April 6: One was baptized yesterday. Houston on the Bible v e r s u s Cat holicism more space. Th e pr ese nt m e mbe rship of this
Two baptisms and nine restorations a nd with e mphasi s on f h e Catholic co ntention co n g r ega iton numb e rs 254 memb e r s . There
m e mb e rships during the m o nth of March. of the Popeship of P e t e r. Thom as B. W a r - were nin e r espo n ses in th e m o nth of lVfarch
Our meeting with Paul McClung of Lam esa ren is th e fin e · minis t e r c urrently working -two baptisms, three re s torati o n s , a nd four
Th ey h a v e just to place m e mb e r s hip.
Broth e r a rid Sister
doing the preaching will begin April 12. R . w ith this congregation.
L. Shuman, local song ·reader will l ead th e moved into a b ea utiful n ew buildin g which Ala n Bryan o f th e Broadway congregation
singing in the meeting. Our second annual wi ll enh a nce th eir po ss ibiliti es many fold. I in Lubbo c k, .T exas, will be with us in a
singing normal with L. 0. Saderson, Paul am l eavi ng this wee k for a two week m ee t- T eachers Training Course whic h begins
Epps, Wilkin Bacon, and Texas Stevens will ing with the church a t Natick, Massac hu - April 13-18. This congregation plans to have
be held here at College Avenue July 6 setts. My home cong·regation h e r e in N ew its fir s t Vacation Bib le S'chool In June of
through 17. All who are Interested In a t- Braunfe ls is sending and supporting me in this year with our s ummer m eet ing · to foltending the singing normal please write us this work. We pray for goo d to res ult from low in July. When in this s ec tion of the
our labors there.
s tate , be sure to visit w.ith us.
at the above address.

Page Ten
Harold Thurman, Lindsay, Oklahoma, April
10: Again last month the average attendance and contribution was the highest ever
for this congregation. We begin a meeting
the 13th with G. W. Allison preaching.
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Wyatt Sawyer, Madisonville, Texas, April
9: One was baptized here the night of April
5th.

Raymond c. U:elcy, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, April 6: Eighteen responded to the
Of these, six
John W . Hedge, 636 Kickapoo Street, Jack - invitation In ou·r meeting.
Clean
-sonville, Texas, April 8: I am now in a were baptized and three restored.
very fine meeting with the c-h urch at Jal, Lyles did an excellent job of preaching the
New Mexico, where Brother Sl)ira labors gospel. L. B. Clayton, one of our elders, led
as preacher. I will close here on April 15th ·the singing in a fine way.
and begin with -Brother J. B. Griffith and
J. T. Marlin, 1503 McCaulley, Sweetwater,
the church at Eunice, New Mexico, on April
16th.
Texas, Apri1 7:
Two were baptized and
one restored at 4th and Elm Sunday. I reM. B. Hartley, Alturas, California, April 6: cently preached in a meeting at Crawf?rdsYesterday I preached for the fine new ville, Indiana, with twenty responses, twelve
church in Lakeview, Oregon.
It was my or' them baptized.
Gene Worman has done
privilege to assist t'b.em in the beginning a good work there for the past three years.
of the church thE:re a little over a year ago.
Tom Walker, 1135 Hollywood, Dallas, TexYesterday saw an all time record attendance In both services. Dan Mansur Is the as, April :1'3: I closed a very interesting
preacher there.
meeting at Wofford, Texas, on March 29.
· During the meeting they contracted for a
E. W. Stovall, G lasgo, Kentucky, April 7: nice five room house for the preacher,
Sunday was our greatest day so far as reg- Brother Dacus, who will move In It May 10
ular attendance is concerned.
One placed 'to begin his work with them. Many of my
membership. My tract on "The False and old friends attended the meeting.
True Vines" Is off the press. Every congregation should have some.
My sermon
'Boyd D. Fanning, Dallas, Texas, April 13 :
outline book, loose-leaf st~e. Is ready for Pearl and Bryan has just closed a six- day
the printers. Those desiring a copy will meeting with Hugo McCord preaching and
p-lease let me. hear from you at once. Sat- Kenneth Davis, Jr., directing singing. InIsfaction guaranteed.
ierest and attendance were fine. No add!tiona, but on Sunday following the meeting
0. L. Winborn, Box 145, An.thony, New two were baptized and one restored as a
Mexico, April 8: Our recent meeting with result of the meeting.
Brodie Crouch doing the preaching res u lted
In one restored, one 1 baptized. The church
John H. Banister, 30H Skillman Aven u e,
was edified and encouraged. Prior to the Dallas, Texas, April 13: G:ood crowds and
meeting we have had this year, three were Interest prevail here at Skillman Avenue
restored and one was baptized. Since then church.
Twenty-five have responded the
two have responded to the Invitation, one last two weeks.
Seven · baptisms, one refor baptism. Our attendance and contribu- stored, and seventeen identified of whom
tion are now exceeding records for recent three also were restored. I assist the Lamar
years.
Avenue church in Paris, Texas, In a gospel
meeting May 3- 10. Jack Nadeau, whom we
Lawrence Hazelip, 1509 William Street, support in gospel work in · Munich, GerValdosta, Georgia, April 11:
Seven were many, is spending five months with us here
bapt!Z&d and one restored in a good meet- and may be reached at .3243 Homer, Dallas.
ing with the church In High Springs, Flor- He will be glad to visit churches who might
ida.
Harold Dowdy is the hard working be Interested in hearing a report of the
preacher with this congregation.
R. B. -German work.
Jones, one of the elders, led the singing in
a fine way. C. E. McGaughey ·begins our
Harold Griffin, DeKalb, Texas: I plan to
spring nieeting on May 3rd.
M. Norvel terminate my work with this congregation
Young will be with us In the fall. Worship here in the not too distant future. I would
with us when you come south.
be glad to hear from . anyone needing a
preacher, I am thirty-three years old, have
John Bullock, Box 484, Lewisville, Texas, a wife and three children, ages 3, 6, and 8.
April 9: Three were baptized last week, for I have been preaching for seven years. For
which we thank God and take courage. We references you may contact the congregation
are enjoying a very pleasant work with this here, the elders of the church at Belle Plaine,
congregation. Average Lord's day attend- Kansas, in care of Harold Martin or Brother
ance, also the contributions, are reaching W. W. Otey at Belle Plaine, Kansas. Write
new marks In this congregation. Brother me at Box 521 or call DeKalb, Phone Number
John Banister will hold our meeting In July, · 2136. I particularly enjoyed Brother L. R.
arid . then in the early fall, the elders are Wilson's article In the Mar.ch 21 Issue of
planning a lectureship. The Lord willing, the Firm Foundatin on "Hiring a Preacher.".
we anticipate. these things as the work goes
forward. Stqp and worship with us on Main ,
Arnold Hardin, Lancaster, Texas, March
at Mi~Jon, when passing through this vicin - 18: Our work continues to grow as we have
ity.
had twenty-seven people to respond since
'the first of the year. Our building, seating
Horace w. Busby, Fort Worth 4, Texas, a ·few over 300, Is being outgrown.
BeApril 6:
The meeting with the Amherst tween 230 and 240 are attending, Bible study
church was well attended from the start. on Sunday mornings and the contributions
Brethren from Lubbock to Portales, New are at an all time high, averaging about $375.
Mexico, and most of the places between, We are now spending $300 per month for
were in attendance, including many gospel mission work. I am to be with the Logan
preachers.
Richard Daughtry, the regular Street congregation In Denver, Colorado, the
preacher In Amherst, led the singing and did first of April for an eleven day meeting.
It In a very acceptable manner. My home We are now printing a four p-age bulletin
while in the meeting was with Brother to be placed In all the homes twice a month.
Daughtry and his wife, and it was a pleas- We believe this will be productive of m.uch
ant stay Indeed. They wanted me to return good as It will contain teaching for outsidIn February of next year.
ers.

George Hickey, Kingston Springs, Tennes"
see, April 8: The contribution and average
attendance is at an all time high at this
church. June 1 will be my last Sunday with
these good people. I don't know where I
will locate but will prayerfully consider al!
offers. We have two children.
F . L. Paisley, 204 South 29th Street, Temple, Texas, April 10: I have time for a meeting the latter half of June, and one the
latter part of August. I would love to have
ithe time taken, as I can do more good in
meetings than elsewhere. Harvey Dykes is
in a meeting here at Avenue G church, and
Lloyd Smith will soon be in o n e at Central.

c. ·111. Moser, Thornton, Texas, April 5: I
closed a meeting at Morton, Texas, last
Wednesday night with one baptism.
This
was my fourth meeting at Morton.
The
crowds and Interest - were reasonably good
throughout the meeting. - Brother Jesse
Brookshire Is working with thts congregation. We had two good services here yester~.y.

Joltn H . Lanter, Seagoville,- Texas, Apr!l 6:
Brother Howard Wayne Norton of Fort
Worth, preached for us last Lord's day to
a very fine au d ience. The church enjoyed
his lessons very much. He Is
promising
young man.
He will be among the best:
some day. I stifl have some time far summer meetings as song leader; some In July
and August.

a

Cleon I,yles, Little Rock, Arkansas, April
16: Five were baptized, three restored and
five placed membership at 6th
Izard in
March. The lOth & Francis church In Oklahoma City closed a meeting April 1st in
wh ich I preached. Six were baptized and
twelve were restored or placed membership.
Raymond Kelcy Is doing a much a ppreciated
work as the preacher for this church.

Floyd Embree, 1203 Merchant, · Artesia,
New Mexico, April 6: Brother A. H. Kennamer of Midland, Texil..s, concluded a good
gospel meeting with us last evening. The
lessons he brought were most forceful, timely and ably presented. As a result of this __ _
meeting, four were baptized and one resto-red.
There was one baptized and two
were restored on Sunday before .the meeting bf,gan.
Hartsell Johnson, Hutchinson, Kansas,
March 17: The work In ~utchinson at 14th
and Adams moves along In fine shape. We
have been muc)l hampered by sickness of
late, but attendance is again on the rise.
We have had o·ne baptism, one restoration
and three to place membership recently.
We are anticipating a wonderful effort beginning April 6th with Brother W!lourn Hill
doing the preaching in our spring meeting.
We pian two services dally,- one at noon to
be followed by a lunch day, another at 7:30
each evening.
We especially Invite those
within driving distance to be with us at
the noon day services, as well as at ni~ht.
This will continue through April 15th. We
have been conducting Bible services each
Friday night at Haven, Kansas, for the
past seven weeks. We are encourage!~ by
the possibl!ities of starting a congregation
of the church' there.
Last week we had
twenty - six present for Bible· study.
The
congregati-on- which meets at 5th and Pershing in our city will soon be In their new
buildin-g. We wish for them success in every WiLY· Should you have friends or relatives who are going to move to our city;
we would appreciate hearing from you.
Pray for us and the cause of Christ In Kansas.
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Jas . A. Fry, B ox 1255, Goldthwaite, T ex a s,
April 3: On las t Sunda y ev e ning I clos ed
an e ig ht da y m eeting with the church at
Second and D o nl ey S t r ee t s in Tulia. Brother
W. P. D ennis h a s d o n e a v ery fin e work
with this c hu r ch. He is loved by th e church
and is este em ed b y th e community. B r oth er
Dennis direct ed th e singing in the meeting
in · a good way. The int er est and attendance were fin e fr o m th e first service. Three
were baptiz e d, on e m a n r estored and three
itllentified th e ms e lves with the congregation.
My next m eeting will be ·with the Twelfth
Street church in Phoenix, Arizona.

John McCoy, Bo x 65, N ocon a , T exas, April
6 : Last month the N ocon a congr e g a tion
c on clud e d a v e ry good m eeting w ith Bro"th er
Pa ul Gray doing th e prea chin g . Th e buildIng was filled eac h e v e nin g a nd Brother
Gray did s ome ex cell e nt preaching.
Th e
las t .two Sundays four h a v e pla c ed m e mbership and three h a ve bee n bap t iz e d. W e have
broken our records r e cently with 258 in
Bible study and $414.0(} contribution. The
last two weeks of April I will be in a meet ·ing in Bloomington, T exas. Brother D. J.
Hamilton .is the minister ·for the congregation there.

A. L. Ha"rbln, 109 14th St., Vallejo, California, March 3i: Four have been baptized
and five restored here during the montli
of March. Attendance continues to increase
so that a lmo st ev.ery foot of available seating space is being used . . Next Sunday some
twenty fam!lies from the church here will
begin a n.;w congregation in Benicia, six
miles away. Many or them live in or near
Benecla and have beeJl driving to Vallejo
fOI' worship.
They will be working in a
fertl}e field, and with Brother Tillman Prince
as their prea<¥>er we predict for them a rapId growth. There is complete harmony bstween the two grou.ps.

Curtis Cump, 917 Louisiana, Amarillo, Texas: Gussie Lambert of Shreveport, Louisiana, preached in our meeting March 1-10.
Thirteen were ba-p tized and. nine were restored. · Roy Baker of this congregation led
the singing. There have been 54 responses
to the Invitation here this year, thirty-four
of them being in March. We also set two
new Bible school attendance records in
March: March 16-25 I preached in a meeting
in Vega, Texas. Eight were baptized and
two were restored.
March 27-Aprll 5 I
preached in a meeting in Tucumcari, New
Mexico. Seven were baptized and five were
restored. Joe Lomax preaches at Vega and1
Forrest Moyer preaches at Tucumcari.

Arley E. •M oore, P. 0. Box ·984, Astoria,
Oret:"on, March 30: Bad weather and sickness have greatly hindsred the new work
here. Our Sunday mornin g attendance has
11.veraged In the . twenties.
Another hindrance to our attendance and growth Is the
fact tha.t we a~e having to meet temporarIly in the chapel of Hughes-Ransom Mortaary. This is a very nice a nd comfortab l e
ajlditorium, but we do not have facilities
for conducting Bible c las ses.
Too, people
are reluctant to ahend church services In
a mortuary. ·we cond u ct a weekly 15 minute program at 10:15 every Sunday on radio
station KAST. If you know of the presence
of members of the church In this area, !>lease
send me their names and addresses.
L11ther G. Robert,., 2110 West Second Avenue, Corsican a, Texas, March 30:
From
March 9th to 15th I was in a meetmg with
the church at Plains, T exas. Good interest
was manifested in th e m e eting and . four
were baptized and one restored. Brethren
from various congr egations in that section
attended the me e ting.
The m eeting was
supported by the church at Spur, Texas, and
by some Individuals from there · and . oth e r
places. Brother C ecil Allen is the regular
preacher for the church in Plains and . is
doing an excellent work. The church was
started in Plains last October and has made
excellent progress since that time.
The
church plans to purchase lots and erect a
house just as soon as possib l e. This will
mean much to the growth of the church.
11. C. Klnnlnghum, 814-30th Avenue S.W .,
<Jalgary, Alberta, March 28: One young lady
was baptized Sunday ·night who -said she
had b.een to v a riou s d e neminations and
found none of them to be according to the
scripture. But b e ing convince d of the truth
upon hearing it, s h e expres s ed a desire to
obey it th e s am e hour of the night. L. J.
Anderson of Kalispell, Montana, will do the
preaching in our m eeting May 4-15. Sidney
G. Roper af Wat er V a ll ey, Mis sis sippi, wi_ll
begin work in Edmonton, the thriving capital. city of this · provinc e, the first of May
Ito establish th e church th ere.
He needs
further financial assistance in that endeavor
a.nd any church that would like to have
fellowship in that work may contact him
·at eur address here until his Edmonton address is given.
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Quentin A. Dunn, Box 273, Eldorado, Texa s , A p ril 7: I h a ve just r e turn ed from a
v ery enjoyable me e ting in Blanco, Texas.
One was restor ed, three confesse d fa ith in
Chris t , and requ es t e d baptism. Brother Raym a nd D espain is th e faithful preach e r th ere
and is doing a good work. I have time for
some more m e etin g s during the summer and
fall.
Oti s L. Rowe, -Cotton Valley, Louisiana,
Box 291: On April 5, Thomas D. Rose of
Shreveport, Louisiana, closed a very pleasant and profitable meeting in every respect.
Interest and attendance were the best. Visible results were one lady from the Methodist church baptized, two confessions of
faults and two identified with the church.
The work is very pleasant and co ntinu es to
make progress. ·

Jimmy CampbeU, Guymon, Oklahoma, April
4 : Many goo'd things for the success of
the Lord's work have taken place since my
last report.
The church has grown here
in the past six months, more than it had
the full year before. Brother V. E. Howard
just completed a meeting here last Sundoa.y.
This _m eeting was the best in the recent
history of the congregation. Eleven were
baptized, seven restored, and one placed
.
m e mbership. Additions this year are averWyndal H. HuW.on, Coleman, Texas, April
·a ging. more than two each Sunday.. Cer5: Today it was my pleasure to speak to
tainly the power of the gosJ>el is great.
a record audience in Hillsboro, Texas. At
Pray for the work here.
the conclusion o.f the service a lady was
restored that had been ou.t of duty for three
Morris Moore, Hubbard, Texas, April 7:
years. Tonight I go to Central church in
This is our first report since moving to the
Temple, Texas. Tomorrow night I go to
work In- Hubbard. We have just completed
Lake VIew congregation in Waco, Texas.
our first two months work here on April
If you ·would like to have us speak in your
2. So ·far eight have responded to the invicongregation concerning our work In Italy,
please call us collect at 7230-in Coleman, •tation, six for baptism and two by memberiShlp. For .t hese additions we humbly thank
Te¥as. Contributions should also be sent to
Box · 7, in Coleman.
Funds are urgently God. This is a mission field. The church
needed for our travel fund.
Some more at this time has a membership of only formonthly help Is _ solicited by the eld e rs of ty-one members. Herring Avenue church of
!Christ in Waco; West Second and Fifth
Coleman church of Christ.
Avenue church o.f Christ In Corsicana are
Bert Wells, Archer City, Texas, April 9: helping us -inancially. For their assistance
Though our accomplishments for the year we are humbly grateful. Two new records
have not b e en sp ectacular, we fe e l that what w e re reached last Lord's day .,_ attendance
we have dnne for the Lord's church is some- and contribution. Realizing that all of these
·thing to b e proud of. I beg an work h er e bless ings come from God, may we hasten
as an evangelist Ma rch 1, 1952. Since that the day: that we will be as faithful to God
date there have been four baptisms, six res - as he is to us. When passing through Hub toration s , and quite a numb er to move in bard, we invite you to worship with us.
and place m e m~ e r s hip ·with us. L as t Lord's Pl ease remember us In your prayers as we
day, April 5, a fin e m a n and his twelve press on in our work for Ute Master.
year old son were b a ptiz ed into Christ. In
addition to thes e a nd ot h er s piritual accomJohn JUcCoy, Nocona, Texas, April 7: The
pJi.shments, th e c hur ch building has been church in Nocona, Texas, has reached' anredecorated throu g hout. At tli e present time other one of its goals by beginning May 1st
we have a buildin g program on h a nd, in .to support another full time preacher in
which we exp ect to enlarge the auditorium the rnission field. Brother Bill Hearn and
and add four m or e classrooms. The street family will go to Sioux City, Iowa, fully
running in front · of the church Is due to ·supported by the Nocona congregation.
be paved t hi s s ummer and our part of the Sioux City has ·a population of 10()1,000 with
paving co st is a lre ady paid for. We have one congregation of Chri-;;tians of twentya w e ll-roun ded program of church activities five members. Broth.e r Arthur Francis, Jr.,
instigated. Th e b oo!' of R ev elation is being and family are . doing a wonderful worl' in
~tudied on W e dn es day nights a nd just re- this city supported by the church in Tulia,
cently a '\Vo m en 's Bible Cla ss was b e gun on T exas, and other Texas congregations. The
Tu esday a ft ern oon s . W e have a numb e r of n eed for more workers in this area has been
capable m e n a n d w om en teaching the Scrip- felt from .the v ery beginning but only until
tures to a ll who will attend our services. now with the vision of the Nocona congreI am sure th e littl e church her e h a s h a d g a tion haS' another full time preacher been
m a ny hindra n ces in the p a st, but th e se are able to move to Sioux City to assist In the
gradually b e ing overcom e, a nd we antic! - work. Brother Francis and Brother H e arn
pate a fin e c hurc h h ere for the futur e ; for will be co-labor ers in teaching ·and pr eachinter es t and e nth u s ia sm are ev id e ntly mount- in the Bible class es, public teaching and th e
ing. W e think we are no ~ d eserving of D a tly Radio Broadcast as well as the gen the recogniti on and r es p ect of the entire era! work of the church. The advanta ge .of
bro t herhoo d. W e covet the best wishes and two or more pre achers working together in
prayers of th e church es of Christ every- a mission field cannot be overstress e d . The
where.
Brothe r Jimmy Wood of Odessa, Nocona congregation with a membership of
Texas, is to be with us in a gospel meeting 250 has a b:udget of $36·5 per week and half
the second week in June.
of It is spea-t outside of Nocona.
/
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H. L. lllntheny, Go ld smith, Texas, .April 7:
The cfiurch here is ep.joy ing a good gospel
meeting.- Brother J. P. Crenshaw of Pampa,
Texas, is doing the preaching for us. He
is presenting the truth in such a forceful
way, yet In kindness and love that so far s ix
precious souls have O·beyed the truth. Th e
church h e r e is sending m e to Worland, Wy oming, to h elp in the mission meet in·g there,
starting April 15. P ray for us In this gospel effort.

FIRM
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Truman E . Spring, 2901 Lawnview, Corpus
·.Christi, T exas, April 6:
For the ca le ndar
quarter clO'sing Sunday, March 29th, we are
g·Jad to report on the progress of 'the Hillcrest congregation. In this three-month pe riod, there were 85 respon ses to the invitafion (36 of thes·e during our early sp ring
meeting conducted oy Frank J. Dunn of Dallas, Texas) . Of this 85, there were 29 baptisms; 32 r estoratio ns and 24 transfers of

membership.
Work has b e gun o n the remodeling and enlarging· of our building,
with completion date se t for May lOth . We
w ill then be ab l e to seat over 500 comfortably in th e auditorium. N e w "highs" have
been set in every phase of the wo rk and the
zeal and enthu s ias m of the congregation Is
at a p ea k. We trust that we wi ll be able
to pr ess forward in furth e ring the borders
of the Lord's kingdom.

Wayne Hargrove, 6317 South Park Boulevard, Houston, T exas, April 7: Last Sunda y
morning the re were s ixteen additions to th e
MacGregor Park congr egat ion here in Hous ton, Including four baptized.
This brings
our membership to 234. There were 287 in
Bible Schpol and over 50(} in morning wor ship. Contribution was $661. A month ago
we started two. morning worship services
to accommodat e the overflowing crowds. We
are ' planrling to build the second unit of
our building soon.
W. B. Cox, Mason, Texas, April 9:
On
April 1, I -began work with the bFethren in
Mason, Texas. This Is a congenial work in
eve ry way.
The congregation is capably
overseen by Br e thr e n C. D. · Sanders, Arthur
Flemings, and Howard Burnett, elders. In
addition there are !our d eacons: Brethren
John ' Fiem lngs, Ray Waiker, Herman Spaeth,
and Henry Kgthman. Recently, the parking
area around the building was paved. This
- should be a very g·ood. work iri. every re - ·
specC "\'Vhen you are through this section,
b e sure to stop and worship with u s. Note
my change of address to P. 0. Box 766, Ma - ·
son, Texas.
Tice Elkins, 4426 Gresham Stre e t, San DIego 9, California, Aprll 8: >I desire very
much to advise ·my friends everywhere that
my heal.th, my physical condition · and nervous system w ill not p e rmit me to ans\ver
per·sonally even a s m a ll numb e r of th e l e tters; cards, and some fin a ncia1 gifts I r e·ceived· from brethr e n and sisters in Christ.
If it were not J"or these gifts Th e re is no
way - for me to even f igur e out a Way to
meet my d octors' bills, drug bills, and other
expenses. I beg that each one will understand that I truly thank yo u and pray God
to bless every one. It seems ·to be th e belief
of m any that "Ma" Elkins and I "moved"
from Alamogordo, New Mexico, to California. We did n ot move. Ma Eilki·ns h as gone
back home to take care of our few earth ly
possessions th ere, but will co me back · to
h e lp t ake care of m e as soon as s h e can ar range to do so.
My address will b e 4428
Gresham St., San Diego 9, California, until
you see notice 'of a change. I now h ave a
good supply of all books I h ave written and
my son h e re will mail out your orders
promptly. Please send th em in. I need th,e
money for my daily needs.

.. WIDE RIM BREAD PLATE
10 Inches In diameter
Highly polished aluminum'
bread plate -'-----------$ 1.8.5

The Ideal
.
NON-COLLECTING TRAY
.
ll% in. Dia., Interlocking, Duat
Proof. Can be stacked eight high
pn one base.
.
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 3G plain glassea_ ___ $8.00
Highly polished aluminum tr~y
with 44 plain glasses____ i.OO ·.
Highly ,polished aluminum cover !or above traY-- -.~ ---- !.tO ..:·
Highly polished aluminum
!tacking base tor abov·e
tray --- - - ------------- !. 70

!fARROW R.1M BREAD PLATE
9 lniJb,es In diameter
Highly polished aluminum
bread , plate ____ ____ _____ $1.65

ALUMINUM OFFERING Pl;ATE
10 inches In diameter

They have a heavy telt pad; mal'oon or green.
Hl~hly polished aluminum
offe.r ing plate ____ ·___ ___.:__ $2.00

i
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Our Special
BELF-COLLEOTING ffi1SHIONED
mAY
.
13 7!1 inch Diameter
Hl.ghly polished aluminum tray
with 36 plain glaases ___ _ $10.60
Highly polished alnminum tray .
with 44 plain glasses ____ 11.&. ·
Highly polished aluminum cov-,.
ar ror above tray _ _____ __- ll.lfi .
Hl.ghly polished al1,1mlnum
stacking base tor abu<e
tray __ ___ __ ____ __ _ _ ___ II. 00
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WANTED-Full-time gospel preacher for
small congregation anxious to grow and
-prosper in the Lord's work. Young · or middle-age man preferred with an apt
knowledge of the Bible, and a personality
capable of doing the great personal wotk
needed - here. All members are willing and
anxious to labor with whoever comes to help
in the great work and a salary awaits you.
Good living provisions, excellent climatic
conditions, in a 5400 population, and only
54 miles from San Antonio on Highway 81.
For further details write or call: L. R.
Hiler, Star Rt., Pearsall, Texas; R. E. Titsworth, Pearsall, Phone 4-3377; Dr. Troy Martin, Pearsall, Phone. 4:2270; R. E. Powell,
Box 815, Pearsall, Phone 4-3886.

001\DIUNION GLASSES
Plain glass,
No. 2, 1~ inches tall (also 1%
- Inches tall) per doz. --- -· .-U -20
Our No. 2 glass must be used with
wooden trays.
Gold band glasses,
No. 3, 1% inches tall, per doz._$1.86

Aluminum cups, per dozen ...... ,.$1.50

I.I
I
!

ll.LUMINml COVER WITH
MAill'ESE CROSS .
(Furnished with Maltese cross,
Greek cross or plain knob}.
Engraving on covers (block)
--- ----------- _lOc per - letter.
Initials only 26 cents each

Order From
·FIRM FOUNDA-TION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Gord on L • .Do~vning, Floydada, Texas, April
Rorace W. BU!•by, 2225 W. Hawthorne,
5: God is bl es sing the worl' in Floydada in Fort Worth 4, T exas, April 5: We )>egan
a wond e rful way. Two young la dies were in Ab er.nathy today.
A large crowd _ was
b a ptiz ed into Chi'ist toda y.
Thirty-eig.ht present and two were identified. Ed Bryladi es w er e pr esent for · our L a dies Bible ant is the regu lar preacher here , and has
Class th is past we e k. We la ck e d the pres - I ev erything ready so we are expe_flting a fine
e n ce of thr e e p eopl e las t Lord's d a y to br eak m eeUn g . My nex t meeting will be In Al;dt be record attendanc e in Bible study . It is more, Oklahoma, b e ginning -April t9th.
a pl eas ur e to w o rk with this fine group of
o-- __
Ch r is tia ns.
Ev ery on e is cooperating a nd
wo rkin g in a w a y th a t is most g ratify ing.

CHURCH

PEWS
from

-S-K!
WRIJE FOR

Information

John H. Banis ter, 3014 Skillman Av enue,
Da llas, T e xas , March 30:
During March
ther e ·w er e forty additions here at Skillman
Ave nu e c hurch.
E ·ighteen wer e baptiz ed,
JAC:<SQNVILLE. TEXAS
on e w as restor ed, five restored who also
p laced m e mbers hip, and sixteen identifi ed.
John \V. Hedge, Representative
B a ts ell Bar rett Baxter of Nashvill e, T enn esBrethren, coming short is th~ cm•se of s ee, h el d our meeting March 15-22. Of th e
present days, both in preae.hing and prac- a b ove numb.e r of addition s , tw enty-f iv e of
tice. If you want a meeting where the t h.em r es po nd ed durin g his m eeting with
gospel is preached (that is often being f ifteen o f tha t number b e ing baptiz e d Into
left out) , I would like.. to bear ' from Chri s t. Bible Sc hool atte ndance was v ery
you.-FRANK M. POPE, 800 CI.ity, Kerr- goo d. Co n t ribution s t o r ~b e mon t h ex c eeded th e bu d get. I nter est and att enda n ce a re
ville, Texas.
goo d.

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.

~~~~~~~~~,,~~''~'~''''~'~'''~'''''~~

WARREN=BALLJIRD DEBATE
ESSENTIALLY OF BAPTISM DISCUSSE'D. Contains IOOlterial
on the EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT and on the inspiration of Mark
. 16:9-20 that is found in .n o other d-ebate.

.
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·Pre-publication price $2.00-After June 1, $2.50
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THURBER--James Franklin Thurber was
born Augu£t. 29, 1877, at Miguel, Texas; died
January 9, 1.S53, at San Antonio, Texas,
a g ed 75 years, fou·r months, and ten days.
H e bad lived at London, Texas, about 50
y ears and was held in high . esteem by the
p e ople there. ' He was never married. Surviv ors lnclud_e five sisters and · a number of
ni e ces a nd nephews. -Funeral services were
conduc t ed January 11 at London, Texas, the
w z'lte r officiating.
WALTER W. LE-AMONS
Junction, T e xas
_P ORTER-Junction lost a respected citiz en F ebruary 10, 1953, in the death of Mrs.
T. P . Porter. She w a s born a:t Kin'g sbury,
T exas, April 7, 1875. -She was married to
Mr. Porter -in 1894. They came t-o Junction
in 1926, and he died In 1939. Survf~ng des cendan-ts are four daughters two sons
el even g -r andchildren and seven ~reat grand~
childre n.
W. G. Birkner and the wri.ter
conducted the funeral service from the
Me thodist Church in Junction, Februar:l\' 12.
W ALTE'R W. LEAMONS
. Junction, Texas

ORDER FROM-

TELEGRAM 'BOOK COa
608 Peardale Lane

Longview, Washington

CAic~g~
CHURCH OF CHRIST
DOWNTOWN
Central YMCA Auditor/inn

19 S. LA SALLE- ST•

•

SINGING KORM-!L
Beginning June 22 through July 3 will be the second NORTH
TEXAS SINGING NORMAL in McLean, Texas. We had a good
school last year and are expecting mor e students this year.
Brethren Tillit S. Teddlie, Palmer Wheeler, and George F. Saunders will be teaching rudiments, voice, har mony, song directing,

Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Wo~hip, l!_:OOA._M. and_2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30 P.M.
WORSHIP WITH US

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. Marks Avenue
Brooklyn . 13, New York

WILLiA.JU N. FRYER-EvangellJJt
ROGER W. HAWLE!-EvangeUst
Suuday-10:00 A.li'I. and 6:00 P.M.
We<lnesday-7:[A P.M.
Phone :

PResident

4-4736

breathing, melody writing, sig.ht singing, music appreciation. NO

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE

TUITION but students will pay for room and meals, for the neces-

We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure unleavened bread for communtoa
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small carton and three of these cartons to the lara'er
crarton-all carefully sealed so It will keep
Indefinitely. Every congregation should hav•
•>n hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.36, postpaid.

sary supplies. Six hours. of school each day Monday through Fri.• day for two weeks. Why not make plans to attend? Write ELDERS,
CHURCH OF CHRIST, McLEAN, TEXAS, for more information.

Firm Foundation Publishing House

Austin, Texas
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STEPHEN-Gee. R. Stephen died at Junction, Texas, February 5, 1953, lacking about
four months of r each ing his 81st year. He
was a native of Travis County, Texas, but
had liv e d here many years. Four brothers,
three sisters, and numerous other relatives
survive him. He was my neighbor. B. W.
Mantooth and the writer conducted the fun eral service on February 6, at the Smith
Furieral Home in Junction.
Junction, Texas.
WALTER W. LEAMONS

• • •

WREN-William Artie Wren was born
near Springtown February 9, 1887, and died
at his home h ere on February 28, 1953. He
was married in 1913 to Nannie Mae Thomas
and was baptized into Christ by Brother
E. H. Rogers about fifty years ago.
He
was appointed treasurer of the church here
in 1918 and an elder in 1935 and remained
active in these duties till death. Brother
Wren was a man of few words, but his constancy, his warm, hearty handclasp made
everyone appreciate his friendship and believe in his sincerity. The loss of such a
friend h as c as t a g loom over the community.
Such a life will continue to redound to the
glory of his Master. His presence and his
encouragemen t will be greatly missed by
the church. He is survived by his wife; a
daughter, Mrs. Edwin Bowen, Boyd, Texas;
a son, Thomas Wren, Dallas; three grandchildren; two sisters, Mrs. Austin Stone, of

The
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Fort Worth; Mrs. G. 0. Talley, of Green
Forest, Arkansas; and two brothers, Vancil
Wren, Fort Worth; and Dennis Wren, Gregg ton.
Brother B. J. Thomas, Sister Wren's
n ephew, assisted by the writer, spo!{e words
of comfort to the family and friends. Interment was in the Springtown cemetery.
J. K. BENTLEY
CHERRY-Fun e ral services were h eld in
Chickasha, Okl aho ma, April 2, at the 6th &
Iowa church building for Y. H. Cherry.
Brother Cherry was an outstanding man and
loved th e church of our Lord. He was one
of the deacons of the 16th & Flor ida church
in Chickasha. Buria l was in Rush Springs,
'oklahoma.

Tuesday, April21, 1953
COX-Sister Nora May Cox died at Comanche, Texas, March 10, 1952. She was
born March 3, 1874. Most of her lif e was
spent at London, here ·in Kimble County.
She was !mown as a very faithful Christian and wl}.s loved for her works. Brother
M. F. Manchester conducted a funeral service in Comanche on March 11, and the same
day he and the wr iter conducted a second
service at London, where burial was made.
Her husband, Brother C. · L. Cox, of Comanche, a number or nieces and nephews survive her.
WALTER W. LEAMONS
Junction, Texas.
BAKER-Sister Thomas Bal,er, 81, a na<tive of Louisiana, who had lived here 52
years, died here March 24, 19 53. She was
the mother of Weaver H. Baker, chairman
of the State Boar d of Control at the time
of his death in a traffic accident in 1946.
A daughter, Mrs. Lila Mae Taylor, a son,
Eli Baker, b.pth of Junction, several grandch ildr en and great grandchildren still lfve.
Funeral services were said by the writer. I
loved her and her late husband.
WALTER W. LEAMONS
Junction, Texas.

Bl)RT-Mr. J. M. Burt, 66,- died suddenly
·on February 26·, 1953, just as he finished
unloading the chi ldren from his school bus
at the school building in Junction. He was
native of thi s county. He was married
·to Miss Bessie L ee Allsup here March 12,
1922, in a ceremony performed bu the late
Brother John S. Durst. The widow, three
sons, two daughters, and two grandchildren
survive him . The daughters are members
of the church. His cousin, Louis Pearl, and
the writer conducted the funeral service on
March 1.
TAYLOR-My wife made the trip to GeorWALTER W. LEAMONS
gia with me last February, wh en we burled
Junction, T exas.
my mother, Mrs. J. W. Taylor, Route
Alpharetta, Georgia.
A minister of the
church of Christ from Atlanta, who was ac- ·
quainted with my mother and two of the
sons, preached the funeral sermon. I made
a short talk at the close of his lesson to
the many friends, old n e ighbors, kinfolks,
about my mothe r's faithfuln ess· as a New
Testamen t Christian. The church at Gould,
Oklahoma, and the Hollis, Oklahoma, churches of Christ sent flowers, as did severai other churches where my moth er had lived in
times past with the children. Five of her

a
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SD N Theory of Music
(RUDIMENTS)

II g'I!Liemaiic eouue ·o/ J~u~ "ue the
dJ.~ameldai P~tmcipkd- o/ Mudk

Size: 6x9

68 Pages

Price: 35=Cents Per Copy

Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77, Austin 61 ~ Texas

CHURCH FURNITURE
Consult us for high qualfty pews
and pulpit furniture, and let us help
you with your seating arrangement.

S-K CHURCH FURNITURE CO.
Box 3 0, Jacksonville, Texas
- ·J ohn W. Hedge, Representative
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six sons were present at the funeral. One
son was unab le to come because of illness.
Our two sisters were present. Mother was
eighty -thr ee years of age when s.he died,
F ebruary 24, 1953. She has started different congregations of the church of Christ or
has been one of the l eading ones ins isting
on getting a preacher to c ome and hold a
me eting where she liv ed with the children
when there was no church of Christ meeting
in her community. I hav'e h e ld two or three
of those me e tings myself. We hav e much
for which to be thankful.
We are very
thankful to our loving heavenly Fath er for
bless ing us with such a wonderful mother.
Our father died several years ago . He was
an elder and a very capable leader and
teacher. We pray for strength to be faithful and meet them on "Brighter shores and
sweeter climes."
J. D. TAYLOR

grandch ildren.
Sister Wrye has known
much physical pain in h er life. Twice she
suffered a fractured sku ll, a car wreck in
whic h a leg and both arms were broken,
then a fall resulting in a brok en hip had
made her an invalid for nearly four years.
Yet all these mi sfortunes, s ufferin g·s and
confin ements she bore without complaints.
She was a faithful wife and devoted mother.
It is said she n ever closed h er eyes at night
without praying for her hu sband and ui·s
work. She brought up h e r children "in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord," carrying them regularly to church. instead of
!lending them. She was ind eed a true helpmeet to her husband in his church worlc

· WRYE-Mrs. Sallie Journey Wrye, wife of
H. W. Wrye, well known faithful gospel
preacher, was born A-fay 4., 1868, near Columbia, Tenn essee, and passed away April 4,
1953, in Abilene, Texas. She is survived by
her husband, a devoted companion for
nearly sixty-four years, a son, Paul Wrye,
of Amarillo, T exas, two dau g hters, Mrs. Lee
Cox and Mrs. Grace White, both of Abilene,
'l'exas; five grandchildren and five great-
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As she co•ld in her quiet way she rendered
much helpful service to his located work
while the children were young then after
they were all grown and m :;,rried sh.; traveled extens ively with him in his preaching
throughout many stat:Cs l ending .whatever
assistance and . ~.Co~ragemen t . she could,
during wh ich til:ne she made many friends
who will mourn· her passing. Funeral services were conducted by 0. B . Proctor, North
Park Church of Christ, and the writer, after
which her frail body was la id away to r es t
in beautiful Elmwood Memorial Park, Abilen e, Texas, to await the resurrecti on of the
redeemed.
J. R. ENDSLEY

America's -Quality
Favorite among
Teachers' Bibles

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
Rl-3595

DALLAS

2126 Jackson

No other Teachers' Bible in this
price range contains all these
features:
Persian Morocco binding, overlapping covers • Leather
lined, fully flexible
India paper, red under gold
edges • Handy page size, 4%x7 inches • Only 15/16
of an inch thick • Contains References, Concordance,
Maps, plus selected Teachers' Helps
CLEARBLACK
type, self-pronouncing-approved by eye-specialists!
CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES
KNOW YOUR BIBLE
, _____ $2.00
An introduction to Bible Study. _
GREAT BIBLE THEMES - - - - - - - - - - - 2.00
A study of God's plans for us.
REASONS FOR OUR FAITH ........·--·- - · - - - - - - 2.00
A study of Christian evidences.
OUR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN - - - - - · - - 3.00
Parent-teacher training course.

Others have said:
"It would be especially valuable
class af young people."

for

the true vine, and my
Father is the husbandman.
I 2 AM
Every branch in me that
beareth not fruit he taketh
away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that
it may bring forth more fruit.

Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

a

Special prices for group study:.. Ladies
Class, Young People's G.roups, etc.

HOME STUDY SERVICE
HARDING COLLEGE

FIRM FOUNDATION
PUBLISHING HOUSE

SEARCY, ARKANSAS

·~

Firm Foundation Publishing House
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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HARDING
COLLEGE
.
You will find summer school at Hard-

I
II
I

ing College an enjoyable experience.
The library, student center, auditorium,
cafeteria, and even the classrooms; are
air-conditioned. You can begin your
college program, take required courses

II .

for teacher certification, or study spe-

I

June 8 and closes August 14. Write to-
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cia! Bible courses. Summer school opens
day for further information.

F. W. MATTOX
Director of Admissions
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National Weekly, World - Wide In Mission, Definite In Policy-the Defense o! the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Under Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Knoweth
them that are hls''-(2 Tim. 2:19)

W. M. DAVIS
Skeptics
I have never talked with a skeptic who was not one because he wanted to be-l think this is true of all skeptics.
There may be honest <loubters, but I don't know· of any.
Skeptics are not honest in handling the truth . They misrepresent the Bible, twist what it says, in an effort to make its
teachings look incredible. They assume inconsistent positions and becom-e special pleaders to justify their position.
Skeptics are very exact in th eili demands for evi<lence
of t he truth of the Scriptures. In most ~nstan ces they demand im·possible testimony as a condition of faith . Greater
and better evidence may be offered f hem , but they refuse
to accept it. In the days of Jesus, th e leaders of Israel were
skeptics. When the Lord was on the cross they said, "If he
be the Christ, let him now co'me down from the cross, and
we will believe him." But he could not come down from the
cross without repudiating some of the most emphatic prophecies concerning him. Instead of proving that he was the
Christ by saving hi~self, and coming down from .the cross,
that act would have been conclusive evidence that he was
not the Christ. The leade rs of Israel were ignorant of their
own Scriptures.
No matter bow many other great thin gs Jes u::; had don e, .
he must do this one thing before they would believe him.
And there is a strong probability that they would not have
believed him, if he had come down from the cross. On that •
same occasion they saw the darkness that occurred from
the sb:th hour till the ninth. They '~itnessed th e earthquake
and sa'v the rending rocks. But they would not believe,
though this evidence was so striking that th e Roman Cen,turion said, "Truly this was the Son of God ." Th ese m en
were skeptics because they did not want to believe.
Where is the consistency in accepting one part of the Bible as true, while saying that other parts are false? We have
heard skeptics quote from the Bible to prove what th ey
were co ntending for, and then quote other passages to prove
t h at the Bible is not true. Some of them will say that there
never was such a person as Christ-that he was only a
mythical character like Santa Claus. Then they will quote
the words of Christ in an effort to prove what they believe.
They assume prerogatives which they will not allow others
to share.

:What About The Bible?
Any way you take it the Bible is a wonderful Book.
Skeptics and all other kinds of infidels say it is a human
production. I think the Bib1e becomes a greater mystery, and
harder to explain, whe~ men say it is a produet of the hu-

man mind. Its contents are more reasonable upon the gro'und
of divine inspiration, . than they are upon the theory that
it is of human origin. How a nation of people could foretell
the coming of a great person like Christ, ·p roduce the person, crucify him, then in opposition to their wishes be deified by the world, is a thing that cannot be satisfactorily
explained, only on t:qe ground that he was a divine person.
We believe that Jes us was all that he claimed to be-the
Son of the living God. On any other explanation he is a
greater mystery than this explanation. We believe the Bible
is the word of God. It is easier to explain its existence by
this hypothesis than by any other. "Holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit," is the most re~
sonable conclusion.
58 4 2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Bread And Fruit Of The Vine,_
Not Flesh And Blood
Hoyt Bailey
If one were to partake of literal flesh and blood in partaking of the Lord's Supper that one would be doing what
Jehovah has forbidden in both the Old and New Testaments.
In Gen 9:4, Jehovah says: "But flesh with the life thereof,
which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat." Jehovah said
to the Israelites: "It shall be a perpetual statute throughout
your generations in all your dwellings, that ye shall eat neither fat nor blood" (L-ev. 3:17). "And whatsoever man there
be of the house of Israel , or of the strangers that sojourn
among them, that eateth any manner of blood, I will set my
face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him
off from among his people. For the life of the flesh is in
the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make
atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh
atonement by reason of the life . . . For as to the life of all
flesh, the blood thereof is all one with the life thereof: therefore I said unto the- children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood
of no manner of flesh; for the life of all flesh· is the blood
thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off" (L-ev. 17:1014). Under the New Covenant, we have these words, "For it
seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you
no greater burden than these necessary things: that ye abstain from things sacrificed to . idols, and from blood, ·and
from things strangled, and from fornication; from which If
ye keep yourselves, it shall be well with you" (Acts 15.:211,
2 9). Children of God under all three dispensations have beea
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commanded to abstain from or to keep themselves from blood.
When one partakes of t.he Lord's Supper that one partakes
of the bread and fruit of the vine in remembrance of the
body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Lor<l Jesus Christ instituted the Lord's Supper. The
scripture says: "And as they were eating, Jesus .took bread,
and blessed, and brake it; and he gave to the disciples, and
said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took a cup, and gave
thanks, and gave to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
unto remission of sins. But I say unto you, I shall not drink
henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father's· kingdom" (Matt. 26:
26-29). Again, we read, "And when the hour was come, he
sat down, and the apostles with him. And he said unto them,
With desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer: for I say unto you, I shall not eat it, until it
be fulfilled in the kingdom ·of God. and he received a · cup,
and when he had giv:en thanks, he said, Take this, and divide it ainong yourselves: for I say ·Unto you, I shall not
drink from henceforth of the fruit of - the vine, until the
kingdom of 9-<>d sha,!l come. And he took bread, and when
he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave to tb.em saying,
This is my body which is given for you : this <to in remembrance of me. And the cup in like manner after supper, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, even that which
is poured out for you" (Luke 2~_:14-20). Jesus said unto
those apostles: "And I appoint unto you a kingdom, even
as my Father appointed unto me, that ye may eat and drink
at my table in my k ingdom" (Luke 22:29, 30). -·
The same New Testament which informs us concerning the
institution of the Lord's Supper; also informs us of the disciples of Jesus partaking of the Lord's Supper. Paul said to
the Corinthians: "For I received of the Lord that which also
I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in
which he was betrayed took' bread; and when he had given
thanks, he brake it, and said, This is my body, which is for
you: this do in remembrance of me. In 'like manner also the
cup, after supper, saying, This cup is the New Covenant in
my blood: this do, as often as ye drink it, in remembrance
of me" ( 1 Cor. 11: 2 3-2 5). The apostle was guided by the
Holy Spirit when he wrote the letter to · the Corinthians as
well as when he wrote the other letters. He says: "For I received of he Lord-that which also I delivered unto you ." After
the Lord went back to heaven, · he reveal_ed his word unto
Paul under the direction of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit guided
Paul to say: "For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink
the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat the bread or drink the cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and
blood of the Lord. But let a man prove himself, and so let
him eat of the bread, and drink of the cup" (1 . Cor. 11:262 8). The Spirit-guided apostle did _not understand that one
partakes of the literal flesh and the literal blood of Jesus
Christ in partaking of the Lord's Supper. The idea of eating
the literal flesh ~nd drinking the literal blood from the
Lord's table developed ten or twelve centuries after Paul
wrote to the Corinthians. That idea developed that many
centuries too late to · be what the Bible says. Pa u-1 said: "For
as often as ye eat this · bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim
the Lord's death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat
the bread or drink the cup of the Lord in an unworthy ·manner, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But
let a man prove himself, and so let him eat of the bread,
and drin k of the cup." He makes it very clear that one does
not eat the literal flesh and drink the liter~! blood of Jesus
Christ in- partaking of the Lord's Supper.
Again, Paul said: "I speak as t o-w-i se men; judge ye what
I say. The cup of blessi-ng which we . bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is

it not a communion of the body of Christ?" (1 Cor. 10:15,
16). He points out that the cup and bread are a communion- of
,the blood and body of Jesus. In partaking or eating of the
bread, the Christian eats it in remembrance of the Body of
Christ. In partaking of the cup, the Christian drinks it in
remembrance of the blood ' of Christ. The scripture says:
"That the Lord Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed
took bread; (He didn't take flesh, but bread) and when he
had given thanks, he brake it, and said, This is my body,
which is for you: this do . in remembrance of me. In like
manner also the cup, after supper, saying, This cup is the
New Covenant in my b~ood : this do, as often as ye drink it,
in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and
drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come.
Wherefore whosoever shall eat the bread · or drink the cup
of the Lord in an unworth;v manner, shall be guilty of the
body and blood of the Lord. But le,t a man prove himself,
and so let him eat of the bread, and drink of the· cup. For
he that eateth and ddnketh, eateth and drinketh judgment
unto himself, if he discern not the body" (1 Cor. 1;1.:23-29).
When Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper, he took bread and
fruit of the vine to institute the Supper. After Jesus biessed
them or gave thanks for them, they remained bread and
fruit of the vine. When the Corinthians · ate the Lord's Supper, they ate bread (not flesh) and drank the cup or !ruit
of the vine. They took the bread and fruit of the vine in remembrance of the body and blood of Jesus.
On what day are we to partake of the Lord's Supper?
Acts 20:7 says: "And upon the first day of the week, w-hen
we were gathered together to break bread," is the approved
example of how often the C_hristians partook of the Lord's
Supper in re~embrance of Christ. It was and is today that
C)lristians are to partake of the Lord's Supper upon' the first
day of the week. It does not make it too commonplace to partake of it each and every first day of the w.eek, for on that
basis contributions would be ruled out; except for once a
Ir).Onth, once a quarter, or once a year. The s .p irit-guided apostle said: "Now concerning the · collection for the saints, as
I gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye. Upon
the first day of the week let each one of you lay by him
in store, as he may prosper, that no collecj.ions be made
when I come" ( 1 Cor. 16:1, 2). It is not too commonplace
fo_r some to have two collections on each and every Lord's
day, on ·every first day of the week. The order set forth in
th.e Scriptures is that each and every Christian is to lay by
in store on the first day of the week. Inasmuch as it does
not make it too commonplace to have collections every Sunday, w-hy should partaking of the Lord's Supper every Lord's
day, every first day of the week, make it too commonplace?
The disciples of the Lord did not. look upon it as becoming
too commonplace, because "the disciples came together upon
the first day of the week to break bread."
How often did Christians attend to partaking of the Lord's
Supper? Scripture says: "And they continued stedfastly in
the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread and the prayers'' (Acts 2:42). We have learned already that the disciples. came· together on the first day of
the week to break bread. The passage does not say that they
came together once a month, once every three months, or
once every year, but they came together upon the first day
FIRM FOUNDATION Published 'Weekly by the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Austin, Texas, G. H. P. Showalter, Editor.
Subscription Rates:

1 Year

---------------------------- --$

ioClubs
Y-i~~~s -::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::
of 6 or more, each ----.- ---------------------------

3.00

1~:88
2.00

Entered as second - class matter April, ;!.886, at the Post Office
at Austin,- Texas, under act of March 3, 1879.
Office of Publication, 3110 Guadalupe Street, Austin,. Texas.
Advertising rates sent upon request.
.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHlNG HOUSE
3110 Guadalupe Street, Austin, · Texas

'

Tuesday, April28, 1953

FIRM

FOUNDATION

of the week to break bread. They didn't start out and break
bread for a few weeks and miss several weeks before breaking again, but "they continued stedfastly in the breaking of
bread." As often as the first day of the week came, that often
did Christians break bread during the days of the apostles.
Some must have become neglectful, for they were admonished:
"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and
good works; not forsaking our own assembling together, as
the custom of some is, but exhorting one another; and so
much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh" (Heb. 10:
24, 25).

Jehovah teaches on this poin~· from both the positive and
negative viewpoints. He gives the positive command as follows: "Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I gave
order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the first
day of the week let each one of you lay by him in store, as
he may prosper .. .'.' (1 Cor. 16:1, 2) . He gave the negative in these words: "Not forsaking our own assembling_ to- ·.
gether, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another;
and so much the more, as ye see . the day drawing nigh"
(He b. 10:25). He commands .Christians to assemble. He aiso
says: "Not forsaking our own assembling together.'' How
could teaching be stronger on the duty of Christians assembling for worship? These are commands of J:ehovah. One
cannot exPBct to be saved witho_ut keeping the commands
of Jehovah. Rev. 2 2: 14- says: "Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have right to the tree o~ life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city."
Inasmuch as the Lord's Supper is to be kept in remembrance of Christ, if it is not taken; then Christ is not remembered and obeyed. The scripture says: "Jesus was risen
early on the first day of the week" (Mark 16:9). Christians
are taught to lay by in store on the first day of the week.
If they do not lay by in store on this day, they are not obeying the command. If they fail to assemble on the Lord's
day or any time the Lord's people assemble, they are not
doing w.hat the Bible teaches Christians to do. If Christians
do not eat of the bread and drink of the fruit of the vine
on the first day of the week, they are not doing what Christ
appointed for his disciples, neither are they following the
example left in the scripture. 1 Cor. 11:26 says: "For as
often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim
the Lord's death till he come.'' If we fail to I!artake of the
Lord's Supper, we fail to proclaim the Lord's death. Should
we not conclude that if there is any authority for eating the
Lord's Supper any first day of the week, there is the same
authority for eating the Lord's Supper every first day of the
week? The same scripture which authorizes us to eat the
Lord's Supper on one first day of the week, also authorizes
us to eat it every first day of the week.

The Lord Will Never Come
F. L. Paisley
You will say this is· a daring statement, and a false one. I
shall not dispute your assertion. · Nor do I believe it for a
moment. But I shall prove it true, according to a claim made
by a .great and able teacher, or prove that his statement was
unfounded- product of .an unnecessary effort to meet error.
That able teacher is not herein t~uoted till near the clese of
this essay.
"Will Again Stand on Mount Olives"
It is easy to read into a passage what is not there, when
such reading helps sustain what we wish it did say. All who
have much to S'a.Y a.bou.t the Lord's return to begin his reign
on earth refer to Zech. 14 :4--"And his feet shall stand in that
day upon the Mount of Olives." It js thus assumed that the
prophecy has yet to be fulfilled in its entirety. Before me is
the Primitive Christian, a relatively new paper from Australia,
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an overwhelmed premillennialist, in which the editorial sa-y s,
"And so reading Zechariah 14:4 and Acts 1:11 together we
know that his feet ·l ast touched the earth on the Mount of
Olives and that they will again stand on the same ground whim
he comes."
"Will again"? Unless the editor knows several things the
rest of us can no.t know, it is bold presumption to· say that the
feet of the Lord "will again" stand on that spot-and he adds
to his presumption by saying "we know" it will be so. If sucli
a scripture as Zech. 14:4 could be found written since Jesus
left the earth, and evidentlY' pointing to his return-or written
we care not h-ow long before he came to earth, and unquestionably referring to his return, then in absence of another clearer
verse to the contrary, it would be some grounds fo-r-the editor's
statement. But in as much as the Lord's feet have been ·o n theMount since the prophecy was written, it' is folLy to say "vie
know" that he "will again" stand there. Were the editor- as
fair with his readers and himself, and his Lord's word, as
proper honesty demands, he should rather say, · "It is my
opinion tha;t the Lord will stand there when he comes again.''
However far-fetchelll a man's opinion might be from what .we
believe to be the truth, we can have some patience with him
when he declares it to be· an opinion. But when he states that
opinion as: a truth uttered in the Bible, and declares "we know"
it to be truth, such teacher is false to his trust, not worthy
the confidence of any who regard the word of the Lord i~ its
own terms -as final and irrevocable.
It might not be easy, or even pos~ible, to show that all things
in Zech. 14 have come to pass. If our denial that verse .4,
teaqhes what the editor says he knows demands that we-prove
that they all have come to pass, the opposite would be true..:....
:the one affirming what the editor does is obligated to prove
that many things in the chapter are yet to come to pass. The
speculator is strong on demanding, that those who question his
knowledge prove certain things, but forge-ts that hims.e lf is
in the explaining and proving business, and not the denier of
hls assertions. If the negative by reason of his denial of the
claims is obligated to prove that the mount has sometime in
the past been rent asunder, the halves drifting lite1·ally apart,
then the affirmative must also tell us if verse 2 is also to be
literaHy fulfilled when Jesus comes. If so, what becomes of
the theory of the reign of perfect peace Jesus is to inaugurate
:when he comes? Will fighting nations: revert to· the use of
horses, mules and camels as instruments of war? Verse 15.
Will people at God's approval observe the "feast of tabernacles" then? Verses 16-18.
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A side from all doctrinal points and claims, I should much
rather say that all of the chapter h as been fulfilled than to
say that all is yet to come to pass. It is very evident that
one or the other is true. Never has God reverted from a
higher to a lower order in divine worship -for man. Was the
"feast . of t abernacles" lower or higher in spiritual import
than the Lord's Supper? Is the ·b lood of animals lower or
higher in the scheme of redemption than the blood of Christ'?
Was the Jewish economy higher or lower than the church of
the Lord? If Zech. 14 is yet to be fulfilled, God will then
give us the lower order of things in lieu of the present higher
spiritual values. Who can believe it?
"Corning Is Not Immediate"
This quotation i;; from a very splendid class book written
by Brother H. Leo Bo!es who believed no part of the millennia!
theories. His statement was an unnecessary one-not at all
needed to refute the elTor in view. I had as soon risk saying
the Lord will evidently come tomolTOW as to risk saying he
-w:ill not come for a thousand years. There is no evidence, direct
•or indirect, either way. When the New Testament was writ·ten the Lor d's coming was not immediate, but i~ took a special
;revelation of truth to let Christians know it. As the then
'intervenjng hindrance has since come to pass, we would have
to have another special revelation to make us know his return
is yet long withheld.
As I write this we suppose that no atom bomb w.hll be
dropped on any enemy city within the n ext f ew days. But
with wo;rld strain as it is, who can f eel the same supposed
c ertainty that it will not be dropped within the next twenty
years? In ~s much as it has been officially announced that
alf things are ready for such tragedy ·from the skies to faU
within a few hours of certain happenings, we'd have to know
a ll plans and aims even of the en.e my to know it will not
take place shortly. No man can know God's plans so well as
to say the Lord will not come within any certain time range.
"The New Testament Teaches the Same as When Written"
Again I quote the same author, as above, and f ind the two
statements related. The statement is true regarding some
things-; but ·the · blanket statement is misleading . Years ago
a great written debate had just ended in which he had part.
He had made a st atement which m any brethl'en generally
agreeing with him seriously questioned. In a private conversation with him over the matter he made to me the statement just quoted, and added, "When written the New Testament taught that t he Lord's return w;as not then immediate,
and it teaches now just what it taught then." This is a catchy
s tatement because of the partial t ruth it contains.
Matt. 16:18 when uttered by the Lord clearly taught that
the building of the chu rch was future. It does not teach that
now. Many utterances of Jesus on e.arth most. clearly taught
t h at his crucifixion was future . Neither" one so teaches now.
.When no time element is involved it is generally safe to say
!that the verse teaches now what it did when written. But
when something was to take place s ubsequent to the writing,
an<l time a nd happenings remove the intervention, it is definitely unsafe to make the statement-it is contrary to truth
to say such a thing.
Paul taught the churches that a great falling away must
then precede the coming of the Lord. The same verses· do
not teach that such fallin g away is yet to precede the coming.
All scholars regard that the great apostasy closely following
-the close of the apostolic age was the one Paul predicted. To
say that the New Testament now teaches just what it did when
written, without regard to time elements, is to deiliY that such
apostasy has yet come. Truth does no.t demand such risks
by its defenders. Those facts were pointed out to the debater
in the presence of J. Petty Ezell, but to no avail so far as
evidenced by him who rnade the statement. Over-anxiety to
gat another "point" against an opponent is dangerous.
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Jesus Will Never Return
This err or is an inescap able conclusion if the above argument were true. The New Testament, when written, taught
t h at the _Lord's return was a long way off-at the least, we
must admit that it so .turned out-exactly contrary t o what
lit taught, if it then taught the imminency of the r eturn.
Granting the debat er's argument, if it then taught a lo~g
delay befor e his coming, and 'teaches now what it did then,
it follows: -t hat it wi ll always teach the same thing. Then a
thousand years from now, yea ten million years hence, it will
teach the same thing. The New T estament teaches that Jesus
rwill never come, or he w111 have rto come when it teaches he
wilL not! This is inescapable. We can not accept the conclusion either way.
Imminency is Not Justified Expectation Now
.Tnst because we grant that we know nothing to keep the
Lord from coming any day is not grounds .to expect him any
day. A ce1tain man's life expectancy is thirty years, but that
gives him no grounds to claim to know he will live thirty
days longer. The soldier in battle knows he may fall a ny
Jlliniute, but after the first fright, he does not nonnally expect
to fall any minute.
Some years ag,a an exc1ellent Christian _lady, every ounce of
her being since:re, now gone ove~·, thought she b elieved a ll the
premillennial teachings, and was sure that we should look
'{.or the Lord to come any day. I called her attention to the
fact that she was not expecting him for more than two weeks
!from that date. She was very interested to know how I knew
so much about what she did or did not expect. I was pleased
to tell h er. It h appened that she was then planning to leave
home in a few days f or a qistant city where she planned to
remain two weeks, and then return home. She was r eminded
that she would not be so' planning if she really expected the
Lord to come that day, or du1ing the next t en days. She
quickly saw the point, colored considerabLy, and changed the
-subject. Why not?
Either death or the Lord's r eturn will certainly en<l our so•journ h ere. It is impossible for us to know which it will be.
rrhus prepared fo r both, we a r e willing to leave the rest with
tthe divine arrangements, and never lift a finger to p1•ove
;which will b e first. This effort is to h elp some cut loose from
all such speculations over any of the Lord's arrangements,
:especia:Lly when we have to contradict plain .truth and common
sense so to do.
Jesus is coming; let's be ready, and leave the time with him.

At Thorp Spring With Brother Roberson
Carl A. Gardner

In 1917-1918 Brother C. H. Roberson and I were coworkers in old Thorp ·Spring Christian College. He was an
inspiration to those who knew him. Many times did we walk
and ride together. His happy sl ant on life, together with his
love for the simple faith, gave him great influence among
many. His scholarship was well known, even then . He burn ed
the midnight oil often to delve into the Bible, lexicons and
other so ur ces. He passed on to some of us his main findings, and was always happiest when conversing on Bible
themes . Such a m ind sets others to learning how to study.
By him I was encouraged to study more carefully and not
to follow the u sual way of half-baked conclusions, He loved
the gospel and knew that its simplicity should ever be. held
to as the most precious heritage. He deplored the tendency
to give so much emphasis to externals to the neglect of the
spiritual. He loved the brethren .
After we left Tborp Spring in the summer of 1918, he
and I drove hundreds of miles over several counties to
contact brethren to see if they were interested in giving

..

Tuesday, April28, 1953

FIRM

FOUNDATION

financial support to revive old Clebarro College at Cleburne,
which had several years before closed its doors. I let Brother
Roberson do all the talking, because I knew he excelled in
the debonaire and dignified ways. He . never used high pressure. He called on only individual Christians and did not
solicit congregations . I furnished the a utomobile and Brother
Roberson the influence and strength. We drove over to Clifton to visit with Brother C. R. Nichol, then ill and confined. Brother Nichol and Brother Roberson were bosom companions and counsellors during the years all of us were at
Thorp Spring together. Both of them inspired me.
Brother Roberson's main "range" in those days was in
Ellis and Hill counties, where lite was known by all the
brethren. It was a coincidence that in 1918-1922 I served as
superintendent of BardVfell and Ferris public schools in · Ellis county. At Ferris I came to know and love the family of
Sister Ro)>erson-the Moyers. Her brother, Henry Moyers, was
a great help to me, for he served as president of the local
school board. Her niece, Rebecca McKay, :was a pupil of
mine in the Ferris High School-an ideal girl. and student.
Later she married A. B. Morris, coach at Abilene Christian
College. Her brother-in-law, Brother' Dick McKay, was a pillar in the church, standing for the primitive faith and against
all innovations.
·
In . those ·days, after w~ ceased . to associate at Thorp
Spring, it was my joy to be with Brother Roberson when he
visited at Ferris and other points in that area. He showed
no indication of pessimism or defeat. He always had the
twinkle of confidence and was ready to venture again into
the work of "Christian education." It was a joy to many when
he was chosen to head the Bible department at Abilene Christian College. Here he realized his desires to teach the . Bible
to hundreds of our young people---Bspecially to young preachers. That he did his chosen work superbly well is attested
by thousands.
The last contact I had with Hrother Roberson was the
year he retired from regular teaching at ACC. At that
time he and Brother Nichoi were working on a commentary
of the entire New Testament. Although this work was doubtless not finished, I trust what parts of it that were will be
published, "because it would be most valuable to the church.
These two great teachers and scholars could produce only
superior books. Truly Brother Roberson "filled his niche,
accomplished his task and left the world better than he found
it." I hope to join him anew in the resurrection day.
Ft. Worth, 'Texas.
THAT PASSAGE IN ISAIAH

Norman Gipson
There are faults in the Revised Stanaard Version. But the
criticisms which are being made against thiSI translation are
no~ all valid. It is to be feared that these critici-sms will discourage the study of this translation; and whosoever fails to
read it will certainly be doing himself a disfavor. As to whether
the translation bas sufficient merit to endure, time alone will
tell.
One of the criticisms which is not entirely valid concerns
Isaiah 7:14: "Therefore the Lord himself wil:l give you a sign.
Behold, a Y'Oung woman shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall cal'l his name Immanuel." Much of what has been said
on this verse ignores the context entirely. Here is the paragraph in which it occurs: "Again 'the Lord spoke to Ahaz,
Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven. But Ahaz · said, I will not ask, and I will not
put the Lord to the test. And he said, l'Iear then, 0 house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary
my God also ? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey
when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 'For
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before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good, the land before those two kings you are in dread will be
deSierted. The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people
and upon your father's house such days as have not come since
the day that Ephraim departed from Judah-the .king of Assyria."
This is the historical background: Ahaz, judah's king, had
led the people into idolatry. Because of their sins, God brought
Pekah, king of Israel, against Judah; and 120,000 men of
Judah were killed in one horrible day of slaughter (2 Chron.
28:1-6). Ahaz feared that his kingdom was about tO' be anl'!ihilated; and this fear was increased when he heard- that
Pekah }:lad made an alliance with Rezin, king of Syria. In
order to encourage Ahaz, God sent Isaiah t-o him with a message: "Tal}e heed, be quiet, do not fear, arid do not let your
heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of
Remaliah . . . It shall: not stand, and it shall not come to pass
(within sixty-five years. Ephraim shall be broken that it will
no longer be a people). It was then that Ahaz was told to
ask a sign; and upon his refusal, the prophet said, "The Lord
himself shall give you a sign . . . "
This is one of those prophecies that has a dual fulfillment.
The immediate fulfillR1ent was to occur in the birth of a child
who would be a sign to Ahaz. Now, brethren, was this child
to be born of a "virgin"? Or of "a young woman"? There are
other elements of the prophecy that indicate a fulfillment in
the days of Ahaz. The child who was to be born "shall eat
curds and honey when he knows how to refuSie the ·evil and
choose the good." He1:e the Revised Standard Translation is
certainly preferable to the King Jall)eS, whi-ch reads, "Butter
and honey shall he eat, THAT he may know how to refuse
the evil, and choose the good." If there were any possibility
that this translation cot;~ld be correct here, we all ought to
order butter and honey by the case! Yet I never notice!l any
of the brethren writing that the King James translators made
a mockery of the Holy Spirit, or a fool of Isaiah, by the translation.
Back to the point: A child was to be born in th.e time of
Ahaz; the child was to be a sign to him. Despite the sad condition of his kingdom at the time this promise was made,
such a change was to come that the time the child was old
ei).ough to know good and evil, there should be plenty-curds
and honey-in the land. ThiSI is the food of good times; not
t~e food of war and famine. This leads us to the conclusion:
the IMMEDIATE fulfillment of this prophecY' demanded. the
use of a word that can mean "a young woman." Isaiah used
such a word. Hear Thayer: "Parthenos: a virgin: Matt. 1:23
(fr. Is. 7:14) . . . Septuagint .. . twice for almah, i.e., either
a marriageable maiden, or a young (married) woman" (Lexicon, page 48'9). Shall we all now dispense with Thayer's Lexicon?
As to the remote fulfillmr-nt of this prophecy, in the coming
of Christ, the Revised Standard Version 1·eads: "All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name
shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us) (Matt.
1:22, 23).
The · charge is made that the translators of the Revised
.Standard Version are modernists. And I do not doubt it. Were
the tl:a.nslators of the King J ameSI Version entirely acceptable
to us in their religious views? Do we agree that it was right
and good for them to retain, by order of the king, such words
as "baptism," which was not a translation at all, but a mere
transliteration? Did they make a mockery of the Holy· Spirit,
and a fool of Luke, by putting their feast of Easter i?-stead
of the Passover, in Acts 12:4? I do not urge that we accept
the Revised Version with no criticisms. But I regret to see
the impression furthered that has plagued us these many .
years, that the King James Version is the BIBLE-and notlaing else is.
Gran~ Prairie, Texas
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Studies In Galatians (No. 9}
R.C.Bell
Between the promise to Abraham and its fu-lfillment in
Christ, God gave the law through Moses in order to tea.ch
man that under law, which required him to e~rn his justitUeation by his own doing, he was a lawbreaker, condemned
:to death. This universal, perpetual human failure was suplJOSed to shatter man's religious faith in himself, and to prepare him to accept justification as a gift procured by the
doing of another. Herein lies the chief advantage of Christianity over Mosaism. Were Christianity just another law for
man to keep, still he would fail.
"God Is One"

As the foundation of Jewish religion, Moses taught that
"Jehovah our !}od is one Jehovah" (Deut. 6:4). Even men
without the Bible have so mu~h evidence in nature that they
are without excuse, if they do not see the unity, power, and
infinite goodness of God, the Maker an-d Governor of all
{Acts 14 : 17; Rom. 1:20).
When God promised old , childless -Abral),am an innumerable progeny to occupy, centuries later, ~ land three or
fo u r times as large as Te_xas, he was pleased to grant Abraham the ~ssurance he asked. At God's direction, Abraham
divided some animals into halves and laid the pieces opposite
each other with a passageway between. From time immemorial when ·two or more -p arties made an important covenant,
they, to seal the compact, walked together along such a
passageway. God used this then ancient, familiar ceremony
as Abraham's pledge. But very singularly only a flaming
torch, representing God, passed between the pieces of the
off.ering.
The r.e ason Abraham did not so pass was twofold: first,
he was only the recipient of a .free promise and was not
himself ·promising anything; second, the relationship between
the two was so personal, unifying, and binding that any
difference between them, needing a mediator to compose,
was impossible. "Abraham my friend" {Isaiah 41: 8), was
God's own characterization of this remarkable man. To his
friends, the promise of the great "I am that I am" {Exod.
3: 14), is always, in both natural and religious matters,
enough.
Both ·the circumstances under which and the manner in
which the temporal Mosaic covenant ~as made preclude the
idea that it was to supersede the Abrahamic covenant. Despite all that God had done for them in Canaan, Egypt, and
-the wilderness, ever . a period of 430 years, the Hebrews utterly failed to understand and appreciate God's promise to
Abraham. Moreover, they were so far from realizing their
great distance fi·om God and the depth of their depravity
that the indirect, parenthetical, legal covenant, with its
mere angelic ministry and human mediator, became necessary to reveal to them their miserable moral condition.
Since in God's promise to Abraham only one party was
bound, there could be no mediator to arrange t erms b etween
two parties. But in the inferior Mosiac covenant much mediaterial work was required. Moses made three up and down
trips between the people at the base . and God at the summit
of Mount Sinai {Exod. 19). Even after ·the people in ignoFance and conceit had lightly answered M..oses, "All that
Jehovah hat;h spoken we will do ," Moses toiled up and down
the rugged mountain twice more, cooperating with God to
solemnize and sanctify the occasion, to deepen the people's
sense of sin and separation from God, and to lea d them to
make their side of the contract profoundly re!.igious and
sacred. But even so, they had scarcely agreed to the terms
of the covenant before they flagrantly broke it with their
golden calf. So much for men under law; flesh, and self.
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Ali this underlies ·Pa-u l's reasoning \V'ith the Galatians
when he says of the Sinaitic covenant: _: 'It was ordained
through angels by the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator
is not a mediator of one, but God is one." In dealing with
each other, God and his sons are not two parties, requiring
the . seryices of a mediator. Christians are so incorporated
into Christ's personality, so instinct with his life that one
nature serves the whole Christian organism-head and body
alike. They are so surrendered to Christ, so identified with
Christ, and so absorbed into Christ that, with all differences
and discords silen-ced, Christ and his friends J oh·n 15: 15) become one party, with all need of human mediation forever
eliminateji. What else can Christ's high priestly prayer to
his Father, "That they may all be one, even
we are one;
I in them, and thou in me, that they .may be perfected into
one" (John 17 : 22, 23) mean? Paul thought this reasoning
should show the Galatians their folly and sin
.thinking
that the law could add anything to God's everlasting promise to Abraham, fulfilled in Christ. He hoped it woul~ crush
their legality completely and permanently. Can Christians, ·
now, but learn and yield themselves to the truth that God
through Chris~ in the Spirit takes them to his great fatherly
heart in - a gradous, loving, friendly, personal oneness, they
will have the only way of pressing "on unto perfection"
that infinite wisdom, power, and love provide.
Law As A Jailor
Because all men are foolish and slow Qf heart to believe
that law never makes alive, but ever kills, Paul, to his beloved Galatians, yearningly lingers over this l)tal truth. In
the last of Gal. 3, he represents law as a jailor who herds
all men into a vast house of death,__!!,nd securely locks them
in. Man is truly a sinner by nature. When he knows but
little law, he is a slave to his unbri-dled flesh . Since "the
power of sin · is the law" { 1 Cor. 15:56), when he knows
law he becomes a rebel, therefore a greater sinner, by
breaking it. Verily, law is a huge jailor who has men fast
C{)nflned in his great jail till-"Till the seed should come
to whom the promise hath been made." Law, therefore,
with his massy, iron key of sin, -curse! and. death shuts all
in hjs prison till grace comes with her golden key of faith,
justification, and . life to o-p en doors for all who, to their
imprisonment, prefer freedom. Why do doomed men even
hesitate to accept deliverance from -s in by God's unmixed
grace and their unmixed faith!
The final teaching of the chapter is that Christianity is
a universal reli gion, without restrictions. of race or rite.
"There can be neither Jew nor Greek . . . bond nor free
. . · . no male and female; for ye all are one man in Christ
Jesus." This does not mean, of course, that Christianity
obliterates distinctions in races, social status, and sex, but
that, ignoring such things, it offers equal blessings and opportunities to all human beings alike.
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Books That Should Be in Every Home
The Bible, Book by _!look, by J. B. Tidwell, giving An-.
alyses, Outlines and Notes on every book of the
Bible. A popular guide to Bible study in secondary
schools and colleges ----.------------ -------- 2.60
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars _______ _ 26.00
.Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. •Shepherd ---- --------~ - ---------- 2.50
Commentary on Matthew and Mark
by J. W. McGarvey ---------------------.---- 3.00
Commentary on Matthew by H. Leo Boles ---- ------ $3.00
Commentary on Luke by J. S. Lamar __: _ ___________ _ 3.00- Send all orders to:
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBJJISIDNG HOUSE
Box 77
A usttn, Texas
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
What About Varjous Versions? ·
Continuing our discussion of English versions of the BilJ.le let us notice how the Bible has come to us in our mother
tongue. Originally it w.as written by inspired men mainly in
the ancient la11guages of Hebrew and Greek. Although we do
not have the original parchments which were written we have.
more than 4,000 ancient manuscripts containing portions of
the Bible as they were copied in · early centuries. The three
most important of these manuscripts are the two in the
British museum (Alexandrian and Sinaitic) and the one in
the Vatican library. The remarkable fact is that not one of
these wa!'l used by the translators Of the King James version in 1611 and yet there were enough other manus{!ripts
to give us a good translation. Due to the large number of
ancient manuscripts available to scholars we today can know
more accurately exactly what the inspired writers actually
wrote than at any time since the third century after Christ.
No book as old as the Bible can be so accurately established
as to its text as the Bible.
..It is sad to contemplate that the Bible was not translated
Into our mother tongue until 1384 when John Wycliffe of
Yorkshire, England, completed his translation. While he was
seeking to put the Bible into common speech so that ·no man
would be "so rude a scholar but that he might learn' the
words of the gospe{ acwrding to his shriplicity," Gregory
XI issued five edicts ordering his arrest. He was sheltered
by Oxford University, but after his death his ,bones were
ordered dug up from the ·church cemetery and cast into the
river Swift by the Roman Council of Constance of 1415.
About 170 copies of his Bible are in existence today.
lil 1525 Tyndale translated the New Testament and printed
it. The Bishop of London ordered it burned, and even in
Holland the ecclesiastical authorities caught him- and had
him strangled and burned at the stake for the crime of
translating the Bible into the English language: His lru;;t
words were these: "Lord, open the king of England's eyes."
This was October 6, 1536. Nearly a century later, King
James authorized the translation which was issued in 1611.
Much of Tyndale's translation was preserved in the King
James version.
In between these two great_ translations were such Bibles
as the Miles Coverdale Bible, the Matthew's Bible, the Great
Bible, the Taverner's Bible, the Geneva Bible, and the Bishop's Bible. Forty-seven men served on the committee for the
King James translation and when they brought forth this,
the greatest document in th~ English language, they were
bitterly criticized for translating the Bible from the stately
Latin (which few understood) into the "barbadc English"
of the street.
I love the King James. I believe it holds a place in the
hearts of the English-speaking people which none of the
modern versions will take from it. No matter what the publishers of the new version say in their advertising, do not
give up your King James Bible for your family· and p~blic
worship! ·Keep a copy close by at. all times.
In 1881 an English Revised Version was brought out and
In 1901 an American Standard Version was published with
approximately 100 scholars f~:om both countries p~rticipat
ing in the translating. It is recognized by most ·scholars as
the most accurate, _word-for-word translation . For a standard
version, it is the best one to h.a ve to refer to. The archaic
language of the King James' time has been removed for the
most part, and it can be understood. As you read the various

modern speech translations it is good to check controversial
questions with this version.
Next week we shall discuss the Revised Standard Ver,sion
of 1952.
"THE HARVEST IS GREAT, B.U T THE HELPERS FEW"
When Jesus looked out upon the vast crowds •hat came
to hear him he was moved with pity for them for they wer.e
so bewildered and miserable. They were like a flock of sheep
with no shepherd. Then he uttered this profoUild statement
of the situation: "The harvest is great, but the reapers are
few.''
How true that is today in this world with 2,300,000,000
souls. In Amenca alone there are 10,000 communities without any kind of church or religious assembly at all, to say
nothing of those without a chur~h after the New Testament
order. From the best information available it seems that
there are at leas~ 1,200,000 members of the church who are
holding to the simple New Testament worship and organization. These people are meeting in some 15,000 .congreg~
tions. Yet, there are only about 7,600 men who are giving
full or part-time in publicly preaching the word, and only
some 4,000 of those are giving time during daily working
hours. The others are working regularly at ~om.e job and
preaching some on Sundays.
So, you can understand why there is such a 's hortage of
gos-pel preachers. And the indications are t~at tbis shortage
may increase rather than decrease for the congregations are
beginning faster than men are preparing to preach. Ma.churches which used to be unable to support a preacher are
now sup!'orting one, and churches which formerly had only
one are now supporting two or three at home and away fpcm
home. An estimate of the number of young men now preparing to give full time to preaching the gospel runs around a
thousand including those in school and those training in local
churches. Probably fewer than 4•00 will be entering full-time
service this year-. By the time they have completed their
preparation and are at work in the field there will likely be
at least that many more {!Ongregations at home and abroad.
Then a number of older preachers will retire or pass on.
So, unless more workers prepare to enter the field the plentiful harvest will · not be reaped.
This means that more young people should prepare to give
full-time service to the Lord. It means that more Ch.ristians
who earn their livelihood by other means should be preparing to move to· communities where they can help start a ne~
church of the Lord or to help teach and preach where they
are.
The harvest today is indeed plentiful, but the reapers are
still few. Let us !}ray that the Lord of the harvest will send
more reapers in eur time. Then let us work to help bring
about an answer to that prayer. The greatest need · of the
church today is qualified young men and women to give
more of their talent and time to teaching the word and
practicing pure and undefiled religion. "The harvest is great,
but the reapers are few."
Let us pray daily that this situation may be improved!
The Search for Ancient Order, Earl West,
Vols. 1 and 2, the set __ _____________ "' _____ ::._ __ 8.00
Johnson's People's New Testament, 2 vols. ---------- 6.00
The same in lots of six sets ------------------ 30.00
Campbell-McCalla Debate, one of the greatest of
Campbell's debates ----- -- ----- --------~----- 3.00
Outlines of Bible History by B. S. Dean ------------ 3.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77-Austin, Texas.
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EDITORIAL
FAMILY PRAYER
Good men, in all dispensations and ages, have been
praying men. Wicked men and hypocrites may pretend
to pray, but he who thinks he can-be a Christian with""
out praying, deceives himself as much as if he should
imagine .himself in heaven while on earth. We are
commanded to pray always, everywhere,· and for all
men. It is said charity should begin at home; so say
we of prayer. First we must pray for ourselves, _before we can make an availing prayer for anyone else.
We believe in family prayer, and it is the especial object of this brief article to invite attention to it; but
we think no one is qualified to pray with and for his
family, unless he is given to private devotion: And we
say with emphasis, no head of a family ought to be
called on to pray iri ·the congregation, unle-ss he prays
regularly at home. There is something to me exceedingly inconsistent in the idea of ~- brother praying in
a congregation, who does not pray for and with his
family.
.
·
·
Is it possible for children to be impressed with religious truth by the parents, unless they, morning
and evening, call the family together and read the
word of God, and in prayer thank and adore him, confess their sins and unworthiness, and ask for the help ·
and blessing of Jehovah? The benefit and pleasures
of family prayer are so great, that it is but reasonable
to conclude, that nothing but circumstances beyond
our control, making it impossible would cause its
omission: In a recent tour through a portion of the
state, among many brethren, we witnessed numerous
thi~~s ~atifying and cheering-zeal, liberality, and
activ1ty m the cause.
·
The brethren, of late, hiwe built many good and
commodious houses of worship, and a number are
about being erected. A deen interest is felt and manifested for i,mprovement in music. But we are constrained to say, from all we saw we concluded that
family worship was greatly negle~ted. When there is
no prayer in the family, we conclude the members
th~reof do not engage in private devotion. We are reqmre~ to assemble ourselves together for worship on
the f1rst day of the week, but we conceive the true
wor~hip of God contemplates something more than
serVIces once a week; we -believe it requires the family altar to be erected and surrounded that we may
draw nigh in confidence to the throne ~f mercy every
day.
The Jews had their Sabbaths and annual festivals
an~ ~acrifices, and also their daily sacrifices. "Now
th1s 1s that which thou shalt offer upon the altar: two
lambs . of the first year, day by day, continually. The
one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning, and the
other lamb ·.thou shalt offer at even. This shall be
a continual burnt offering throughout your generat~ons , at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the Lord; where I will meet you, to speak
there unto you, and there I will meet the children of
Israel."
,
If under the Jewish economy tlie slain victim was
'p~aced upon the altar every morning and every evemng, should we not, as continual worshippers of God
present a living . sacrifice--our bodies-as often be~
fore the Lord? The priests not only offered a lamb.
morning and evening; upon the burnt altar but they
were commanded to burn incense upon th~ altar of
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incense which was in the holy place, every morning
and evening. "And Aaron shall burn incense thereon,
sweet incense, every morning, when he dresseth the
lamps, he shall burn incens~ upon it. And when Aaron
lighteth the lamps -at even, he shall burn incense upon
it, a perpetual incense before the Lord, throughout
your generations." The offering of the lamb, and the
burning of the incense morning and evening, are
called a continual offering and a perpetual incense, and
we do not think it unsupported .conjecture, when we
say, to pray every morning and every evening, is to
"pray without ceasing," to pray always-to be instant
in prayer. The Psalmist says: "It is a good thing to
give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto
thy name, 0, Most High*! To show forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every
nig-ht"-Psalm xcii; 1, 2. He says, "Evening and morning, and at noon, will I pray and cry aloud, and he
shall hear my voice"-Psalm lv, ·17. It is said of Daniel, · "He kneeled upon his knees, three times a day,
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God"-Dan.
vi, ·10.
·
If those who live under the law were so devoted,
and delighted with frequent communion with God
shall not we who live under grace, and have tasted of
redeeming love, day by day, from the fulness of our
hearts, express deep and unfeigned gratitude to God
and the Savior, shall we not gladly embrace every ·opportunity, through our faithful and compassionate
High Priest, to draw nigh unto the God of all grace
and consolation. We long to see the time, and we pray
God to hasten the blessed and glorious day, when there
shall not be a family in the whole church which is not
regularly engaged in reading the Scriptures, and prayer
every morning and evening. -Bible Advocate in Millennia! Harbinger, Vol. 7, Series 3, 1850.

The Church At Plains,· Texas
Luther G. Roberts
It was the good pleasure of mine to do the preaching in a

meeting during the past March for the new congregation "in
Plains, Texas. This meeting, as previously reported, resulted
directly in four being baptized and one being restored to the
church. The congregation in Plains was started in October
of 1952. Since~ the first of 1953, Brother Cecil Allen has been
working full time with this church. He is doing an excellent
work and t)le church has grown considerably since his arr.i val.
There is an excellent opportunity for the establishment of
a strong congregation in Plains. However, they are handicapped due to lack of a building of their own. They are
meeting in the courtroom of the old courthouse. T'h is is far
from satisfactory. The members of the church are able to
buy a lot for a building and have already or, at least, have
plans to secure a lot immediately. The church does need
money to assist in t.he erection of a church building. Although
I have made very few appeals through the gospel papers
for churches, this is such •an urgent need a,nd so · worthy a
cause that I am happy to make this appeal to Christians
everywhere to help this needy project. They do not need a
"big" amount of money, but if they could get $3,000.00 they
could build a house that would greatly strengthen the cause
of Christ there. Why not some churches in Texas help this
sister congregation to secure a sorely-needed house for worship a•d work! Send your contributions to Brother W. L.
Ham, Box 16,. Plains, Texas.

/
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FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
Joe W. Cr... mley, 500 S. Roberts, El Reno,
Oklahoma: One baptized. One returned to
duty.

Gordon L. Downing, Floydada, Texas,
April 13: Attendance is increasing at each
service. We had ~wo baptisms yesterday in
our services. This malces seven baptisms
Bill Thompson, Lufkin, Texas, April 19: since we began our worlc here.
Two baptized, one restored, one by membership at Fourth and Groesbeck today.
Ernest lUcCoy, Borger, Texas, April 17:
Three have been baptized, four have placed
Levi Gentry,. Box 369, Huntsville, Texas, membership and eight have been restored
April ·. 20: Bi'Other Tex Williams of Boles in th e past three weeks. We used chairs in
Home, Quinlan, Texas, conclude._ a great th e aisles for the second worship service
meeting with the Huntsville church last last Sunday.
night. Six were baptized and four · restored.
D. ;Lo~nnx, Dallas, T exas: Brother C. R.
Horace w. Busby, Fort Worth, Texas, ·Nichols of Clifton, Texas, will begin- a tenApril 15: The meeting with the church in day gospel meeting May 17, at the Arcadia
Abernathy, Texas, April 6- 12, resulted in 20 Park church. Brother A. D. DeLaughter, our
baptisms and about fourteen restored or regular minister, is out of the hospital now
identified.
and will be back with us very soon.
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ing a wonderful work there with Hood Wilkins as p~eacher. I'm now with the Mansfield congr egation, in my third year there,
and they're growing nicely. I have just closed
mee tings with the N.E. congregation of
Ardmore, Oklahoma, with good results, and
Sudan, Texas, with much good accomplished.
I left them rejoicing over th& wonderful
results. If you're at all interested in Arling.ton, the fastest growing section of north
Texas, write me, and I'll be glad to assist
you in a ·location where many Christians
dwell, and more coming.

Elmer L'Roy, 901 S. Broadwa¥, Springfield, Missouri, April U: Gilbert Copeland
of Wichita Falls, Texas, preached In a meeting at Broadway and Madison Church of
Christ, Springfield, Missouri, from April
3 through April 12. Brother Copeland was
at his best, and the church profited greatly
by his lessons. Two persons were baptized
and four r esto r ed. The next meeting at
Broadway and Madison will be "J Hne 1-10
with Cleon Lyles of Little Rock, Arkansas,
Sider u. G. WUklnson, Boac 192, Comanche,
Ben "-est, Lampasas, Texas, April 17: doing t.he preaching.
Oklahonia, April 1£: Any church in need of Two hundred and twenV'y-two were at prayer
a preacher to hold their summer meetings meeting Wednesday night. A m ~n and wife
Cornelius c. Abbott, 401 N. Park, Semimay write: Brother U. R. Forrest, minister, were restored from the · anti -class group nole, Oklahoma, April 17: We broke all
Akron, Michigan.
and one was identified. Interest is good. Per- records last Sunday in Bible study attendry Wilmeth will talk . dur,ing OU!" gospel ance with 373 pres·e nt. Interest is running
R.ay~nond
Whittington, Carthage, Texas, meeting, June 15-23.
hig·h in the Lord's work in Seminole. TwenApril 16: Brother Thomas D. Rose of Shrevety-four have responded to the invitation
port will preach in our meeting May 4-13
A. E. Wickham, Roscoe, Ohio, April 13: thus far i-n '53. The broadcasting of the
with services each night at 7:3().. Bill Cook I am in a good meeting at Chandlersville, Sunday evening service from the auditorium
of Carthage will direct the singing.
Ohio. Interest is good ·and I baptized three is creating a lot of interest. Clad Wallace
persons yesterday. · The work is going along a nd Glenn Boyd will be with us in a meetEbner L'RoY, 90ll S. Broadway, Spring- good at; the East Main Street Church of ing beginning May 31st. We will also confield, Missouri, April 14: Sixteen . persons Christ in Coshocton. I spealc to large crowds , duct the vacation Bible schoo l during thfs
came forward confessing faults and asking when I am thel'e.
meeting.
the prayers of the church during the month
of March at Broadway and Madison Church
Robert c. Jones · of Southside, Ft. Worth,
C. n. Thomas, Corpus Christi, Texas, April
of Ch.rist in Springfield, Missouri.
Texas, is in a very interes ting me eting with 15: There were twelve responses during our
the University Avenue Church at Austin, last Illeeting in ·which Brother Burton CoffW. Earl •Mansur, 241 E. Arlight, Monter- T exas, as this paper goes to press. To date, man f r om Washington, D. C., did the preachrey Park, California, April 15: Interest, to men· hav e been baptized, and one brother ing. Four of these were baptized. Th e othattendance and contribu~ions are doing well has been restore d. Further good results are ers were restoration s and transfers of memwith th& church in Montebello. Our build- expec ted ' before the meeting closes.
b ersh ip. We had the best interest and ating is nearing completion and we are anxtendance throughout . the meeting that we
ious to move in some time next month.
William H. Price, 235 South "H" Street, have evet· had. Brother Coffman was inExeter, California: The meeting in Venice vited to help us in another meeting in
· Jack ~ley.e-r, Jr., .Box 21, Cyril, Oklahoma, closed with two baptisms and one restora- 1956, the Lord willing. Wit.h Brother Jule
Aprll 16: One was restored in a meeting tion. Brother Morgan Taylor has recently Miller now associated with us as full-time
which closed here April 14. Tw e l ~e men moved ther e to work with ·them. We had educational director, we are lookipg forward
preached. The church here recently began fine cooperation f rom surrounding congre - to greater things in the Lord's work here.
publ·ication of a monthly religious paper gations.
·, woodrow w. Hughes, Box 202, Healdton,
which is mailed to every local and rural
Tom "\Vnlker, 1135 Hollywood, Dalla.s, Tex- Oklahoma, April 11: Joe Laird has a~cepted
box holder.
as, April 20•: The church at Mt. Tabor in the invitation to work full time wtth the
A. E. Findley, Refugio, Texas, April 14: Madis"o n county w ill have their first home- Healdton church . beginning about the middle
C. R. Nichbl and Austin Taylor have just coming, Sunday, May 10. We are expecting of July. We all rejoice for we b eli eve his
closed lJ. ·fine meeting here. People attended a large crowd. After the morning sermon coming will mean much ,to the church here.
from 21 surrounding towns. Two were bap- V\Oe will have a basket dinner on the beau- He cl·)sed a fine meeting h ere last Wednestized, one restored, and one placed mem - tiful ch urch lawn . At 2 _ p.m. there will be day night with 11 baptized, eight r estored,
bership. The church was also mad e stronger s in gjng and short talks from the old-timers. and one .id entified. My family and I plan
to be in Grand Forks, North Dakota, the
by h av ing had these m en labor with us. To
God be all the praise.
Clarence Gobbel, 1157 E. Mabel, ·Tucson, first Sunday in July to begin the Lord's
We
Ar iz<ma, April ' 1_3: Brother Robert H. Bell church in that city of 35,000 souls.
~1. F. Manchester, Comanche, Texas, April
of San Diego c!osed one of the best meet- know of only on.e member in that city. The
13: We closed a good meeting last night ings in t.he history of the congregation church in Hereford, Texas, Is supporting ,us
with Brother Cecil B. D<;uthitt of the South- here, last night, the 12th. There were two in this effort.
side church in Brownwood doing the preach- baptisms and much good was done otherJesse ~1. Kelley, Jacksboro, Texas"7 April
ing, and it was fine indeed. There were wise, we feel certain. There was an average
eight baptize d and one placed memberljhip. attendanc(l per s ervice of 82, and only about 17: The termination of my work with the
church at Jacksboro will come after school
.I will hold a meeting some tim e in the 85 members in the congregation .
is out in May and not later than August
fu~ure for the brethren in Brownwood. The
work here is in good shape.
Claude ~lcClung, 1614 West 2nd Street, 1. 'lie have labored with these br ethren
Arlington, T exas, April 13: I moved to , Ar- here for approximately two years and have
Considerable
James 0. Wilburn, Box 11, Gruver, Texas, lington, 13 years ago, and saw the great enjoyed every minute of it.
April 14: In our spring meeting, seven were opportunity h er e, I thought, but it has pass - growth in all phases of the work has been
baptized, two restore.d, and two added by ed my greatest conception of growth. The rea11zed, and we; are happy to have had a
me mbership·. New Records were made In all church, with whom I labored four years and part in it. W e have. made no definite arphases of our work. A. C. Williams did ef- eight months, is now one of the best in rangements concerning future work. If any
tectiV'e preaching and 0. F. Shewmaker north Texas. They are planning another should wish to correspond concerning local
h elped greatly by directing the singing. I congregation soon, and !t is badlY needed. work, I may be reached at P. 0 . Box 793,
will assist the church at Goodwell, Okla- I lS>bored, with the Oaklawn congregation Jacksboro, Texas, or pfione 4459. My sucin Ft. Worth for six years, and they're do - cessor has not been named.
homa, in a . meeting beginning May 1.
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Robert F . Turner, "Rocky Roost," Pres0. H. Talhnan, Pensaco la, Florida , April
I. A. Douthitt, Chattanooga, T enn essee,
20: On e was baptized and one r estor ed at the April 17: I arrived in · Paris, France, at c.ott, Arizon a, April 17: The year of ' 53 has
church of Ch rist here yesterday.
n oon, April 14th, and a m feeling f in e. The been a busy one--with promises of mor e to
sea was rough mos t of the way. Mr. Fitz- ·come. I spent m os t of J a nua ry with the
~Irs. Jnmes H. Warner, Newton,
T exas : gerald, th e purs er in firs t-class , called me W estside church, P ho e nix; then began a
We h ave b een u s ing yo11r book, "Simplified an d requested m e to conduct the services at me e tin g _tour which ha; taken me to H art Bible L esson s " o n the Old and New Testa- 11:00 a .m., April 12th, in the 'f irs t-class au- ford, Co nn ectic u ft; Carlisle , Pennsylva nia;
m e nts a nd we fi nd it m os t helpful In our . dltorium. I preached t o a lar ge audience on Brookston, Indiana; Franklin, Indiana, and
Wednesday night Bible study.
the S. S. Un ited States-the largest I ever Gr e ggton, T exas. I am at present engaged
saw assembl ed on a ship. After the sermon in a goo d m eeting at Overton, Texas, and
Homer Putnam Reeves, 229 Hollywood, th e h ead officer ask,ed me to pr eacjl again will go from h ere to Oakdale, Texas, and
Dallas, Texas: One was b a ptized and two on my r e turn voyage. I go from Paris to Visa lia, California , before returning to
Prescott. After dir ect ing a vacation Bible
came by transf e r o n April 12. Sunset will Rome t omorrow, April 15th.
sc h oo l in Prescott, I go to Conway, Arkanmove into h er n ew building in mid-Jun e.
The n ew locatio n is 235 W . J efferson BouleJess Hall, P. 0 . Box 401, Paducah, K e n- sas; Chico, California, and Susanville, Calivar"d.
tucky, April 13 : Durhig our. meeting, April fornia, for m ee tings. I will spend mos t of
5-12, six were baptized and four were Iden- August In Prescott b efore beginning my
Oliver C. CUnningham, 406 Chestnut Street, tified with us . here at Broadway. Joe Ma- tour o f fall mee tings.
Cookeville, T e nnessee, April 20: I
will lone did the preaching and Foy Hall led
preach in a gospel meeting at tbe Green the singing. Both ·of these men did a splenHugh !II. Tiner, Los Angeles, California,
Hills Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, did work with us during tpe mee ting and April l 3: Just closed a very successful meetJune 14-21. Brother James H. McBroom is w e felt that the mernb·ers who faithfully ing at W e natch ee, Washington, with 54 adthe regular preacher there.
attended 'the services were all s trengthened. ditions. Of this number there were 31 bapAll those baptized were grown people and ti s ms. Tll.e success of the meeting was due
John lL Gerrnrd, Box 735, Aurora, Illi- four of them had been members of the Bap- to th e !tne work being- .d one here by Seth
nois, April 20': Two placed membership and tist church. I will begin my part of a meet- E. Rehkop, the local evangelist, who is
one was restored yesterday. The work here ing in Fort Worth, Sun·day, April 19, with well known and loved throughout the comimproves steadily. If you have friends or the Birdville congregation.
mun1ty; to the fact fliat this congregation
relatives that have moved to this section,
has a group of elders and deacons of faith,
send us their names and addresses and we
Lester L. McElrath, Cheyenne, Wyoming, vision and courage; and last to the fact that
will look them up. The church building is
April 17: I will be available for full-time all members of the congregation .have a
located at 529 Clark Street. Visit us when
work about May 1st, 1953. I attended school mind to work. The church Is located in
coming our way.
at David Lipscomb College In Nashville, W enatchee at Okanogan Avenue and Kittitas
Tennessee. r have preached In about· nine Street. The success of the meeting was also
Alan R. IDU, Station A, Box 444, Abilene, states including Texas, New Work, Tennes- due In no small measure to the fine coTexas: I plan to spefld the summer singing see, Alabama, and also Nebraska and Wyo- operation of th e Cascade Street congregafor gospel mee tings and have only arranged ming. I am a married man with just my tion. There Is now tun fellowship · between
work .for the month of June. I have had w ife and I up to now. I am 3~ years old, th es e two fin«! congregations.
considerable experience in this work and
and am doing missionary work at present
will be glad to serve anywhere needed. The in N.abraska, ; and teaching a Bible class
.Jlntmy Wood. Odessa, Texas, April 17:
elders of the Beacon HiJJ Church of Christ,
h ere in Cheyenne, on Wednesday nights. I I closed a gospel meeting at Levelland, TexSan Antonio, Texas, my horne church, can
ca n be co nta cted at the following two ad- as, on April 5th. We had a -.;ery enjoyable
speak for my work.
dr esses: 1601 East 19th Street, Cheyenne, and profitable me eting. The church at LevelWyoming, care of W . H . Hale, or Lester L . land Is otl"e of the friendliest that I have
St~nley Singleton, 409 South 4th, Ken edy,
McE-Ir::tth, 1124 Van Tassel Terrace, Chey- ever seen, and Brother J. V. Davi·s is doing
Texas, April 11: I am leaving the work in
a wonderful work with them. The meeting
e nn e, Wyoming.
Kenedy to tak e up work with the Wood
resu lted in !our baptisms, two to confess
Stree t congr"egation in D enton, T exas , beerrors of th e Christian church, and 14 resD.
C.
lllcCnrley,
San
Ang
elo,
Texas,
April
ginning the first Sunday in May. I s h a ll betorations. Our work here at Northside in
gin with a m ee ting th e re, May 3-10. The 16: I closed a good meeting on March 25 Od essa is fine . We lost 10'0 members to the
with
th
e
Harlingen
church.
Four
were
bapwork in Ken edy has b een very pleasant and
n ew co n g regation that wa,s started h e re on
profitable to me. It is a goo d work. They tiz ed and one r esto red. April 20th I begin March 15th, but we are confident that our
with
th
e
Central
church
in
D
en
ton,
Texas.
have not sel ected a man to work with them
buildin g will be overflowing again before
here. We are a nticip a ting- a nd looking for - Brother Otto Foster was with ·us five nights t oo long. Our Bible school attendance Is b e ward to a good work with the church in b eg inning on March 30th and the lessons low th e 300 m a rk now, and our contributions
were splendid. We believe it to be one of
Denton.
th e mo st profitable m etltings we have ever a.re off some t oo , but w e believe we can
h
a d . He di s cusse d, "Scriptural Church Gov- carry on our present pr.ogram of work.
Joe H. Morris, 2707 K entucky Avenue,
ern
m e nt." On April 26th h e will b e b ack for When in Odessa, we would b·e glad to have
Paduca h, K entu cky, April 13 : The worl;: at
a
disc
u ss ion of "Church Finan ces." Brother you worship with u s. Also, if you know
Cl e m ents Street co ntinu es to make progress.
Pa
ul
South
ern of Abilene Christian College . of a ny in Od essa who· are no attending
Ev ery phase of th e wor k is growing. One
will
be
with
us for a n e ight-day meeting services, we wou ld be happy to rec·e!ve .a
was baptized, one id entifi ed , a nd 1 one conletter f rom you about th is .
fessed unfaith'f ulness l ast week. Two were b egi nning on May 3rd. The Santa Rita conbaptiz ed y es t erday. _! b egi n a: m ee tin g with g r e g ation is g rowin g with about 30 addiTEXAS NOR~IAL SINGING SSCHOOL
Center Street in Owensb oro, Ken t u c ky, on tion s since th e fir st of the year. I am be April 20th. Our Monday through Friday r a - ginning rnY thi rd year w ith this gcrod church.
We wish t o call atte ntion to our h a lf page
dio program is attracting m o re li s t e n e r s
J . Emmett Wainwright, 54 7 East Walnut ad in the Firm · Foundation of recent issu e.
tha n 1my program I h ave ever broadcast.
H ear it! WPAD, 1240 kc, Padu cah , Ken- Ave nu e, El S egu ndo, California, Apr il 16: Applications a r e com ing in and we are antucky.
S ever a l m o nths with the fine gro up me e t- rt:icipating a goo d enrollm e nt this summer.
in g at 1330 South 3rd Stree t, Las Vegas, In case you cannot find this particular copy
James P. ~Iiller, Orlando, Florida, Ap ril Nevada, were quite profita.ble. Th ey passed of the Firm Founda tion, we wo uld s u g g est
15: Th e brethr en m et for the first time in through severe experi en ces a nd I was per- that the age of e nroll m e nt is from 12 years
Clermont, Fl or ida, at 3 :00 p.m., Sunday, mit ted to s uff er with them; now we a ll r e- of age a nd on up . The co mpl ete cost of
April 12, in the community building in Keh- joice in th.e manif es tation of God's sus t a in- room, m eals, and in stru ction for the school
Ior. Park. Th ere was a total a tte nd a n ce of ing grace and overruling providence. Sev- is $65.0:0. R e member, our work is d evoted
50 with a con t r ibution of $5 1. Clermont is eral m a ture per so n s wer e baptized, some re- to training son g l ead er s, song write r s and
and
others placed memb ership. t each er s for the church es of Christ. Send
in the rollin g hill s of th e citrus country of stored,
Central Florida a nd i s a n excel! e nt loca - Broth er B. L. Bedwell will assist for some all m a il a nd inquiries to our winter address,
tion for a n ew church of the Lord . Anyone tim e. I'm being call e d to assist the new P. 0 . Box 293, Crystal City, T exas, until June
who knows of brethren that live a t Cler- wo rk in my home town, 406 East Gr a nd Av- 1st. An early response will b e profitable
mont, Minneola, Groveland, or s urr o unding enu e, El Segundo; and it is enco uraging to to you and h e lpfu l to u s. Remember this is
towns, please get in touch ' w ith Ray Coon h ave the elders of Hermosa Beach, Haw- our 8th A nnu al Session ,w ith stud ents havin Clermont. They pl a n to continue m eet ing thorne a nd In g l ewoo d, h eartily endorse my ing come from 17 s tat es. If ther e should b e
at 3 :<H> with d ifferent speakers fr o m the assoc iati on with the new work in a s ple n- someone who -would like to fin a nc e a student
Jeff er son Street congregation in Orlando did down -tow n l ocat ion with excell ent fa - we a lways have those who m we can h elp.
Sabinal, T exas.
c iliti es.
assisting them until further notice.
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ltlllo Sullh·an, Buffal o, Texas, A pril 20:
We had a good day yesterday. One confession and baptism. We had a. nice congregation out in the afternoon for · our s in ging.
That r o un ded out my forty- s ixth year of
l)1'eaching and also my wife and I got married on the same day forty-fo ur years ago.
I can conduct a meeting where n ee d e d in
August. I preach the plain gospe l of Christ
and I l ove it. I ref er you to the c hurch in
Buffalo where I'v e b een p r eachin g for the
past fifte en months.
G. L. ltl:mn, F ayette, Ala-bama, April 15:
A roa n and his wife were baptize d h e r e
last Sunday night. The work gen erally Is
In good s hape. Contributions continue t o
increase and we are doing more work than
e ver. On May 1, I begin · my fourth year
here. Ma urice M. Howell o f Birmingham,
Alabama, will be with us In a me e ting 'May
17-ll(
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B. E . Baweom, 92 6 N. "C" Stree t, Arka.n- ~
s'as City, Kansas, April 14: A m ee ting was
closed at Wellingto n , Kansas, last Su n day
eveni ng in which I preached. One was baptized and on e came f r om the Chris tian
church. Ray Wright is do ing a goo d j ob
with them as preacher. Th e brethr en pla n
the er ec tion of a new bu ildin g w h ich i s
badly n eeded. They h ave a m emb er ship of
some 250. Th is is one of our g ood churches
ih Kansas.
H. Alton Wlmblslo, Box 468, Spearman,
T exas, April 15: I have not r eporte d my
work for so m e time but I h ave been busy.
After four y ear s ' of pleasant work with
the church at Chandler, Arizona, I have now
been with the Spearman church almost two
years. The work h e re Is growing and we
are having r ecord crow ds for the Bible
c lasses and · f·o r regular services. Th e contributions are good also in spite of the dry
weather in this .section. Two were b a ptized
Sunday night and several have been baptized In r ecent months. Forrest D. Moyer,
of Tucumcari, New Mexico, will be with us
in a !lleeting beginning Friday, April 24th,
a nd will continue through Sunday, May 3rd.

Q. E. McGaughey, 2407 W. Lincoln, Springfield, Misso uri, April 15: Was with the North
Houston congregation in opening meeting
of their n.ew building. Twenty-one were
baptized, thirty-eight restore d, and six
placed m e mbership. This church ha.s a good
eldership and Idus England Is serving well
LECTURESHIP PROGRAM
as evangelist. Next meetings · will be" at
Pueblo, Colorado; Valdosta, Georgia., and Oak '•
Burbank Gardens Church of Christ, LoRldge, Tennessee.
cation: Turn north off Highway 80 at Cozy
Co urts, Grand Prairie, Texas. Holland ~
Edward J. Craddock, 1714 Cass Street, Boring, Ministe r, presiding. Begins at 8:00
Nashville, "I:ennessee, April 16: The meeting p .m., Wednesday, April 29, 1953.
W -ednesday ev e ning, April 29-Unity Perwith the church In St. Augustin e, Florida,
resulted In two b a pti s ms and one res toration. taining To A Growing Chu-rch--Connard
Ralp):t Lemon is doing a fine work. The Hays, Oak Lawn Church of Christ, Dallas,
present meeting in Ft. La-uderdal e ass.!steil Texas.
by W. Ray Duncan and J . B. Cox has yield ed
Thursday evening, April 30-Developing
flve restorations and special interest so far. Th e Church By Advertising-Hoyt Bailey,
I begin with- Emerson Flann e ry in Cull- Irving Chu rch of Christ, Irving, T exas.
man, Aiaba ma, th e first Sunday in May.
Friday evening, May !-Developing L eaders a nd Eld ers-John Banister, Skillman
G('Orge True Bnker, Kermit, T exas, April Avenue Church of Christ, Dallas, T exas.
13: Brother Wallace Layt on has jus t c onSa turday e vening, May 2-Develop ing th e
-cluded a m eetin g with the Eastside con g r e - Singin g of the Ch urch-T ex Steven s, Elmgation in Kermit. Two, a man and hi s son, wood Church of Christ, Dallas, T exas.
were baptiz e d thu s unitin g a whole f a mily
Sunday morning, May 3-Where We Are
l n the L ord. Good crowds, good inte r est, a n d Whither We T end-Holla nd L. B ora nd m a ny v isito r s characterized the m eet- ing, Sr., Local Minist er .
ing. \Vitia 204 pre sent on th e last Sunday
Church D inn er, Open House, Sin g in g at 3.
-o f the m eeting th e record for Bible study
Sunrlay evening, May 3-Planting the Goswas brok en. Thi s co n g r egatio n is d o in g p el In New Fi eld s Fa.r~ an d Near-Norman
more work a,n d s h owing more e nthu s iasm G ibson, 4.th Street Church of Christ, Gran d
t han a t any time in th e s ix years I h a v e Prairi e , Texas.
worked h ere.
Monday evening, May 4-Th e R e l ationship
Of T he Home To The Church-Claud
Charles E. Wilson, Cambridge, Kan sas, G uild , Riversid e Church of Christ, Fort
Apr il 13: Ou r spring m eet ing s t a rted April Worth, T exas.
Tu esday evening, May 5--0ther Things on
8 w ith Brother Dale E . Church doing the
preaching a nd h is son , Orlan, l eading the Which We Agree--Chester Hill, Calm ant
singin g. Att endance a nd inte r est h ave been Avenue Church of Ch ri st, Ft. Worth, Texas.
exce l bnt with m a ny n eig hb or in g co n g r egaWednesday e v e nin g , May 6-Minlsterihgtlons attend ing each even ing. I a m l eaving J ohn W. P igg, Superintenden t of Hom e for
here about the midd l e of May. I do n ot the Aged, Gunter, T exas.
know yet where I wi ll locate. I am to as Thursday evening, May 7-Rel ationship of
slst Broth er Oli ce Crui se in a m eeting at . Young Peopl e to Th e Church-Ho lland L.
Herington, Kansas, beginning Ap ril 23, with Boring, ·Jr., Assoc iate Mini s t er and Son g Dithe possibility of t a king over the work rector, Sunset Church of Christ, Dallas,
thel'e.
T exas.
Friday even in g, May 8-The Relatio n ship
Elton D. Dilb eck, 1335 G ranada Drive, Of Th e T eachin g P rogra m T c;> Th e Chu r chNew Orl ean s 22 , Louisiana, Apr il 17: Tll. e Charl es L . H eron, · Arlingto n Church of
meetin g at Cl a rksv ill e, Arkansas, closed Chr is t , Arlington, Texas.
Saturday evening, May 9-A W ork ing Pro with six baptisms an d four co nf essio ns of
fa ults. Waldo n T a rpley continu es to do a g r a m II -cludin g Every Member- Homer Put wond erful work w i t h t h e ch urch in that n a m R eeves, Mini s t er, Sunset Church of
c ity. He is ~n exce ll ent h el per in m eeting Chr ist, Dallas, T exas.
Sunday mornin g, May 10-Faith In F ol worlc. The Lord w illing I s h a ll be w i th the
Clarksville c hur ch for my third m eet in g l owin g the Divine Plan- Bob Beeman , Wes twith them in th e fall of '54. My next mee t- e rn Height Church of Christ, D a ll as, T exas.
Su n day evenin g, May 10-Th e Relationship
Ing will be with the congr egation in Okay,
Oklahoma, from Jun e 16- 25. W e are en- of Women to the Church-Loga n Buchan an,
joying a great work In New· Orl eans w ith Hampto n P lace Ch urch of Christ, Dallas,
T exas.
the Carrollton Avenue c hu rch.
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Barton Davis, 447 W . Ross, Farmington,
N'ew Mexico: I am now in a meeting with
the Eastside congregati on in Albuque rqu e.
G. F. Mickey is the local preacher a nd is
doing a fine work unde r a v ery capable
gro up of elders. Since b eginning our two
S unday morning servi ces, · the Northside
church in Farmington has broken . ev~ry
r eco rd In attendance and contribution. Last
mo nth the budget was exceeded by $124.
G u ss Do ff, Stoc.kton, California, April 13:
Since my last report, I J;reached In a. twoweek m ee ting In Watsonville, California.
We en joyed the meeting very much and the
Lord. certa inly blessed us. '.{'here were 32
r es ponses, 13 of which were baptisms, 19
confessed wrongs. We learned · to love the
brethren there and pray that they will c.pntinue tC' grow spiritually and In number.
Brother Cla yton Buzzard is the minister
there and did a fine job In -personal work.
Brother Elbert Garretson of Fullerton, CalIfornia, b e gin~ a m ee ting In Slockton, Aprll
20, to ccntinu e through May 1, 1953. During
t he month of March In Stockton we had 23
responses: 18 confessed wrongs, four were
baptiz ed, and one placed membership.

David V. FultF., 815 E . 6th, Winfield, Kansas, April 6: Work with the church here
.continu es pleasant and profitable.
Eight
have b een ide ntified, one restored, and nine
baptized since the first of the year. We
b e gin our fourth year with this congrega.!tlon the first of June. More is being done
by the brethren h e r e In the way of mission
work than ever before. Our latest under_,.
taking Is to raise funds for the building
program in St. J ol-In's, Newfoun~land. Those
interested In having fellowship with us in
this endea vor should send contributions to
H. A. Sfpe, 2104 Simpson, Winfield, Kansas.
In a r ecent m ee t ing at Yale, Oklahoma, my
birthplace, four were baptized, and local
Interest was good throughout the meeting.
JUax 1'. Neel, 2700 Pine Avenue, Waco, Texas, Aprl.l 6 :_ Our meeting a t Ennis was most
pl easant, and we trust profitable. Wh en the
m ee tin g closed, s ix had b een baptized, and
two placed membership. Aft er the m ee ting,
th e -n ex t nig ht in fact, on e was baptized a nd
one r estored, and o th er s shortly th e r eaft er
wer e baptized. Broth er Tilllt S. Teddli ~ b as
done a wenderful j ob there. Th e church
seem s to be r eady to do a grand work. We
we r e Invit e d back n ext year, a nd accepted.
The work at H errin g Ave nu e is still going
well. We will ~oo n beg in construction of
our Bible scho ol annex. We set a new high
yeste rday, with 400 -present for classes.
Three p laced m e mbership. The Lord willing, I s h a ll b egin a mee ting April 20 t o go
through the 29th with th e church at Con r oe,
and Brother J . Cleo Scott. Pray for us !
Alvin Jennings, P. 0 . Box 1023 , Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, Canada, March 30: We witn e ssed two more bap ti s m s at YMCA swimming poo l two w eek s ago .
One · was a
yo ung la dy, 25 years of age who states she
has not ever come in contact with any
church that preach es the Bible just as s h e
has r ead it for h e r s elf. The oth er was a
woman who taught the t r uth about 50 years
ago in Nova Scotia, b ut in living in p laces
in Canada where t h er e was no church of
Christ, she h as delaye d obedience until the
present tim e. W e t h a nk th e Lord we were
able t o reac h these two fine foll<s wh o we r e
looking for what the · Lord taught, b ut h ad
as yet n ot found any m an "to g uid e them."
We wer e a l so enco urage d by the coming
las t week of t wo youn g folks from Texas
w ho moved here to ge t s ecular jobs, a nd to
help w ith the church in any way they can
while here.
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Raymond DeSIJUin, P. '0. Box 172, Blanco,
Texas, April 6:
Yesterday brought to a
close our spring meeting. Brother Quentin
Dunn did the preaching in this effort. One
confessed neglec-t of duty, three confessed
their faith in Christ to be baptized. The
work here continues to make progress. Our
next meeting will be the second and third
Sundays of July. Brother J ess Hall of Paducah, Kentucky, will do the preaching in
this me e ting.
When you are passing
through this little hill country town, stop·
by and worship with us.
J. Odes Forshey, 1308 E. J efferson, Boise,
Idaho, 1308 E. Jefferson, April 6: This summer will conc)Oda two years' work with th e
congregation here. I plan to make a change
at that time. We believe progress has been
made in the work here, and there have been
a numb er of additions. Our remodeling pro~
gram wil'l soon be finished giving · us extra
class r ooms and increaseed aud itorium space.
Our services yesterday set a record in both
a ttendance and contributions for this year.
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which will enlarge and add new class rooms
to our building. Last Lord's day we set a
new record in class attendance since we
ha-ve moved here . During the week of April
6 I am to speltk four times on t'he Irvington, L ectureship, Indianapolis, on "The
Church and Personal Work." April 13 I begin a meeting at Northside, Wichita, Kansas.
Then to Twin City, Kansas City, Kansas,
April 23, and to Taylor Center, Michigan,
beginning· May 11.
'
·

dissension, than ever · in the chut·ch's history.
I am happy to think that I enjoy such a
position with the brethren and that I can
reciprocate the love which they have for me
and my family. Since I have not yet committed myself to work with a congregation,
I shou ld be h appy to hear from any good
church wanting a mature and exper ienced
preacher. I expect to move by or before
June 1, and so must g ive first consideration
to those who contact me first. I am able
to furnish the best of references, ipcludlng
Robert P. Stewart, P. 0. Box 459, Grass the elders of this congregation who would,
Valley, California, April 2: We a re in our I am sure, recommend me highly. Brethren,
second month in this miss ion field. Things let me hear from you at once.
are looking up. The p eop le here seem to
Go-r<lon J, Pennock, 216 Hill Street, Bishave a mind to work: W e have .had two
restorations and are looking for a .few bap- marck, No~th Dakota: We are presently in
tisms soon. There is much to be desired in a meeting with Brother Leslie Diestelkamp
Grass Vall ey for we have only a small num- of Minneapolis, Minnesota, doing the preach:
ber, no building, no preacher's borne, and ing. Our crowds are not large but we had
inadequate support. We are grateful that some non-members present at every service
one congregation, Roseville, California, is thus far. The preaching is simple and to
helping us in a small way. We are confi- the point. We pray that some will respond
dent that with God's help and your prayers before we close. I would like to contact
much can be accomplished in this area. I some individual or chutch which can supply
will have some time for meetings in the the ·correspondence Bible Cour-se which orignorthern California and Oregon area. -Write inated with the Lawrence Avenue church of
early for a date.
- Nashville, Tennessee, in printed form.
1
mimeographed this course about three years
Jimmy Bays, 36-21 "\V. Second Street, Wich - ago but the supply of some lessons i11 runita, Kansas, April 1: Five baptisms and five ning low and my stencils are wearin g out.
restorations at Emporia Avenue in 'March. You may contact me by writing to the
New records were ·set in Bible study with above address.

James w. Reynolds, 135 Vernon Place,
Pueblo, Colorado, March 5: March 11!-29 I
was in a meeting with the 6th & Iowa congregation in" Chickasha, Oklahoma.
Five
were baptized and two restored.
Brother
Bob Hawkins has done a fine work with
this congregation. Beginning Sunday, April
19th, to continue through the 29th, B r other
C. E. McGaugh ey and Brother Palmer
353 and also for the' 11 o'clock service with
Wheeler ' will be with the church here in a
454.
At no session could the crowds be
gospel meeting. Naturally we are looking
accommodated
at the Porter-Causey d ebate.
forward 'to a great meeting. Several have
responded to the invitation here s in ce our Call W. Curtis Porter when the truth is
questioned. The Herald of Truth will ongi last r epo rt .
nate here in Wichita soon. May 31st is the
L. Arnold Watson, 7350 Chase Road, Dear - tentative date. All within driving distance
born, Michigan , March 26: Hugo McCord plan to broadcast with us at the Arcadio closed a very successful meeting with us on South Water Street. Rodney Wald, who
last night in which three were baptized and sails soon for Assam, India, has completed
confessed wrongs. Interest and attendance his shots and awaits his visa. He is reran high throughout the meeting, perhaps spons ible to the elders here at Emporia Avenu e (Southside) in Wichita. We invite you
the best fro.m the local membership since I
~o worship with us when in our city.
h'ave been here.
Brother McCord did his
work splendidly . and endeared himself to all.
w. L . Bnze, Box 684, Quanah, Texas, April
Bids are now out for our expansion program
12: After almost three and one-half years
of pleasant and very profitable labor with
the congregation here, I have submitted my
BAPTISTRY pAINTINGS I
resignation, effect iv e as soon as I located
a su itable work to which to move.
The
Work Fully Guaranteed
elders and many of the congregation have
Prices Reasonable
graciously told m e that the work here is
in the best condition ever, and that there
W. A. PARSONS
have been more responses to the invitation,
Route 1, Seymour, Texas
better attendance and contributions, and less

Will W. Slater, Box 343, Hydro, . Oklahoma, April 13 : The l ectureship In Hydro
was successful in many ways. Brethren
Davis, Crumley, Sparl<s, Finley, Sha~kel
ford, and Trent, were the speakers.
Two
were baptized, a soldier boy a nd a man
a-bout 6o y~ars old. We are ind eed grateful
to these brethren for their splend id work
and cooperation. i:t instilled enthusiasm in
the members, a nd the church in going forward with greater determination to do
more for th e Master's cause. This l eaves me
in El Reno, Oklahoma. Brother 'Max Crumley is doing the preaching and I am conducting the song services. Fine attendance
and good interest.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. !\larks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAM N. FRYER--Evangelist
ROGER W. HAWLEY- Evangelist
Sunday-10:00 A.JI. and 6:00 P.l\1.
Wednesday-7:30---P.l\1.
Pltone: PResident 4-4736
•;•·--~--~~~~~~..,.11.-.ct..-.cl--.cl.-s.c~l._.o._..~•:•

WARREN-BALLARD DEBATE
ESSENTIALITY OF BAPTISM DISCUSSED. Contains material
on the EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT and on the inspiration of Mark
16:9-20 that is found in no other debate.
Pre-publication price $2.00-After June 1, $2.50

'

.
I

cHURCil"oF'CH'RisT
410 S. Michigan Avenue, Room 500-A
Sunday 10 & 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
Thursday-7 :30 P.M.

·~~,.....~0....~~~~~ •••

Seat Them in Ct:»mfort Pew Cushions of: Foam Rubber
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Longview, Washington

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
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P. D. 'VIlmeth, 808 Hamvasy Lane, Tyler,
Texas, March 30: The wr iter is in a most
excellent meeting with Brother Robert Waller and the saints at Henderson, Texas. We
close vVednesday night.
My next meeting
will be at Magnolia, Arkansas, April 19-26.
I go next to Hearne, Texas, May 4-10. Our
Vacation Bible School at Glenwood in Tyler
is scheduled for June 8-12. I begin a meetfng with the church in Lampasas June 15,
where Brother Ben West is th e preacher.
The work at Glenwood is growing and Interest Is at a high pitch.
Brother Rasco,
one of our elders, preached y este rday to two
good audiences.
Brother Carl Mitchell is
scheduled to speak at both services Sunday,
May lOth. When in our city, worship with
us. Our fall meeting Is scheduled the last
wee.k in Nove mb er with Brother Elbridge
L!nn o f Denver, Colorado, doing the preaching.
·Monroe Tharp, El Paso, Texas, March 30:
We are happy to r e port twenty-three r.e sponses for the month of March.
Eight
were baptized, one was restored, and thirteen were identified by membership, three
of whom confessed faults and asked for the
prayers of the church. Th e work of thet
church is moving along well as evidenced by
increasing attendance at all services, and
new records being • set in Bible school attendance. In co-opera~ion with the Grandview and North Loop churches, a teachertraining school is sched ul ed to be conducted
here April 21-24.
Teachers will be Reuel
Lemmons, Mr. and Mrs. Alan Bryan, and
Mrs. Mary Oler. Work will soon be started
on an additipn to our educational building,
which we expect to have completed In time
f.or a Vacation Bible School in August. We
a re stil l receiving names of young men In
the service at Fort Bliss and contacting
them.
·write us if yo• would like us to
contact any young man here.
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Mrs. Taylor and I enjoyed a fine service at
Hydro, Oklahoma, church of Christ this
Monday night, where we moved from to
Gould, and heard a fine sermon by Brother
Joe Crumley of El Reno church. I, tried to
say a few things about their continuing·
the fine work they have under way there.
Hydro is where some of the Christian church
leaders have come with the church of Christ.
Three of their fine people came the last
night I served as local minister at Hydro .
Several have come since then. Will W. Slater Is doing regular work there until the
church gets th e man they hav e agreed with
to follow Brother Slater. Several have r e sponded and are working while Brother
Slater is preaching, or since he began his
work there. Brother Slater feels others will
come. We pray for many more there.

Thirte~n

I church

Ernest A. Finley, 25(} N. Millwood Avenue,
Wichita 12, Kansas: Our rec e nt debate, held
March 24-27 h ere in vVichita, was a glorious
victory for truth. Brother W. Curtis Porter,
Monette, Arkansas, met J o hn Causey, Missionary Baptist, Little Rock, Arkansas.
Brother Porter did not leave a single Bap·tlst error standing when th e d ebate closed.
We are thankful to the Lord that he has
such men of ability and courage to defend
the truth. Only the most biased could fail
to see that Brother Porter had the situation
well In hand at all times. Since the first of
it h e year I have conducted two meetings
and assisted in a third. I had the honor of.,
cond u cti ng the first meeting in the new

building for the Elpyco church here
in Wichita.
Three responded during this
meeting. In February I was in Athens, Alabama, with · the Eastside congregation in a
meeting. Eight were baptized and a large
number of confessions of wrongs. In March
Brother W ilburn Hill a nd I worked together
in a rpeeting at Norwic'h, Kansas.
In the
first half of the meeting I . preached, then
Brother Hill t ook over and finished up. One
was baptized. I begin a gospel meeting tonight, April 6, at Isabel, Kansas. In October
I am to ass ist the congre~tion at Nacogdoches, Texas in a meeting.
I still have
time for one more meeting in 1953. Our work
h ere at West Douglas moves steadily along.
My mother, Mrs. A. B. Finley, has accepted
a position with Maud CarpeRter Home as
matron for th e smaller girls. We are glad
to have her in Wichita· with us.

"PREACHERSS OF TODAY"
James D

Bales

Besides being an lnte~sting book in which
to browse, I find at least two other uses
for thl& book. First, it makes the address
of various preachers available.
Second, I
have a dHficult time keeping names and
faces together, and this book furnishes me
both th e nam e and the face. The historical
value of the book will be better appreciated
as the years go by.
You can order this .book from the Firm
Foundation Publishing House, Austin, T exas .

J. D. Taylo-.., Gould, Oklahoma, April 4:
The. church of Chr ist here is marching on.
Out" lectureship begins here April 12, a nd a
group of nearby preachers will speak beginning that night with Bill Tittle, of Hollis
church of Christ, and conti nuin g throughout the week with two speal<ers each tfight.

''' '' ''' ,., '''' ·~~;;;~:· ;::::~· :~~:::·:' ''' '' '''' ''' ·~
A
WRITE FOR LITERATURE

LENDING

LIBRARY

SERVICE

PARENTS-Would you like to know more about the growth of your children on4 how to
contribute the most to their spiritual development?
BIBLE TEACHERS-Hove you wished for help in understanding your pupils ooo what may
be expected of the age group you teach?

COMMUNION_BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly & supply 01
fresh , pure unleavened bread tor communtoJ!
purposes. Eleven waters to the amall oar·
ton and three of these cartons to the lar•e'
carton-all carefully sealed so It will kees
Indefinitely. Every congrecaUon ahould
on hand a good supply at all tim-. Prloe
_,.; Large ea.rtons, ea.eh, U.36, poatpal4.

ha••

CHRISTIAN LEADERS-Hove you felt the need for suggestions as to how to corry on o
more efficient teaching program in your congregation?
THE HARDI.NG LENDING LIBRARY has been established to assist )·ou with these and
other problems in the field of Christian Education.

Write to the Harding Lending Library, Searcy, Arkansas,
for folder giving details of this service.

Fl:na Foaaclatloa PuhlUJalac B o .&aatJn.

TelDUI
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her gain. She was contented with the place
the Lord had given her, she was "a worl{er
at home," devoted to the welfare of her
husband, her children, and the church. Thus
her influ,.ence has spread beyond the immed!ate family circle, and has made an abiding
impression on all who knew her. Her two
sons and their families are faithful memhers of the church. She was a person who
always believed in dividing the things that
she h ad been blessed with, w ith other people. Her influ ence w ill continue to exer else itself for time to come in her children
and grandchildren. She is s urvived b;y her
hu sband, an elder In the church h ere at Morton , her two sons, four grandsons, four sis ters a nd one broth er. Funeral services were

I

----~

ABBE-Sister Oleta Abbe was killed in a n
automobile accident near Hale Center, Texas, March 11, 1953. She was born to George
and Mattie Coleman a t Emb l em , Hopkins
1
f;ounty , Texas, July 9, 1900. She was· married to H. B. Abbe Miuch 22, 1924, a t Wilson,
Texas; She obeyed the gospel at New H ome
in 192 5 a nd was a · v e ry d evo ut Christian.
I n her passi ng the church here has lost a
faithful and !oyal member, bu t our loss· is

THE NEW IDEAL HYMN BOOK
The New Delux~ Edition of this
increasingly popular book. For
churc!y-es requiring something excellent in cloth bound books there
will not be found a more beautiful
book--a superior piece of workmanship--and, above all a better
or more carefully selected collection of songs and hymns · for all
occasions than the late n.ew Deluxe
·
Edition
·75 Cervts Per Copy
$75.00 Per Hundred
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conducted h ere in the church buildin g March
13, 1953, by the wr iter, assisted by Paul
Foutz of Sweetwater.
JESSE BROOKSHIRE
HOLT-Ida Bernice Holt was born in
Young County, Texas , November 9, 1875. She
was married to J. M. A):lbe May 23, 1900.
To th is union were born two sons: J. M., Jr.,
Hale Center ; and _H. B. , Morton, Texas; two
daughters: Mrs. C. R. Williams, of Hale
Center, Texas, and Mrs . H. E. Kirby, Goodland, T exas. S'he obeyed the gospel at the
age of 19 and was fa ith fUl until the Lord
called h er home on March 7, 1953. She is
survived by her husband, the four children,
e ig hteen grandchildren, and four great
gran dchildr en; also o n e broth e r .
Funeral
services were conducted h ere in the church
building, Ma-rch 9, 195"3, by t h e writer.
J ESSE -BROOKSHIRE -

* *

COX-Nora Eleanor Stewart, daughter of
Reuben F. and Mary Jane Stewart, was born
March 3, 1874, a nd departed this life March
10, 1953. She was m arried. to George T . May
May 19, 1891, at Eagle Pass; T exas.
Mr.
May died F ebruary 1, 1930. On December
24, 1943, she marri ed Brother C. L. Cox at
Abilene, T exas. Brother C. L. Ledbetter, a
life long friend, perfo rme d th e ceremony.
S'he r eared three njeces, Mrs. Callie May
Bayes of Monahans; Mrs. Lottie El. Ammon
of Abilene; and Mrs. Selma May Guyton of
Junction. Selma died May 23, 1943. Among
other children s h e partly reared a nephew,
Emmitt T. Hensley of Fort Worth.
She
leaves these, along with h e r devoted husband, to m ou rn h er passing. She was baptiz e d by Brother IV. A. Schultz ·In June, 1902,
and was faithfu l until death.
There was
haraly a dry eye in th e large group that
att e nd ed her fun er a l service. She will be
long missed by th e church iii Comanche.
M. F . MANCHESTER
Co manche, T exas.

• *
The Firm Foundation, with the cooperation of the best song
leaders among the churches of Christ, has prepared a large permanent gospel .hymnal for use at all our church services.
This book has been carefully edited and prepared, and is the· result of many years experience and study of the song needs of the
churches. The new hymnal contains only such songs and hymns
as will meet the approval of our churches everywhere. We believe
there is no other Hymn Book just like ft. 317 of the greatest
songs. The achievement of years of experience in the publishing
_of church song books. Austin Taylor is Edito_r-in-Chief.
"I believe it has never been surpassed by any production."Ira D. Brister.
"By far the best hymn book ever published by our _brethren."Horace W. Busby.
"We have never used a ·book that pleases everyone as this book
does."-Robert C. Jones.
"I unhesitatingly pronounce it the best hymn book for church
use."-E. C. McKenzie.
"One of the best, if not the best, compilations of church songs."
-Emmett S. Dean.
"The beauty and neatness of this book will add dignity and refinement ~o any congregation that uses tt."-Tillit S. Teddlie.

LIGHTFOOT Samuel Jack Lightfoot,
born November 2, ·1879, died March 12, 1953,
at the age of seventy-thr_e·e years, four
months and t en days. He had been a faithfu l Christian for many years, an e ld er in the
Polyt echnic Church of Chris t, and a good
Bib le teacher. H e h a d a good family. Sister Ethel, hi s wife, was very faithful to
the church and to her husband to the end.
His three daughters: Mrs. Lois Roberts, Mrs.
J . W. Hattman, and Mrs. C. R . Hendricks,
are nob l e women. He a lso h as ten grand! childre n. Th e writer an d Brother L eRoy
B rownlow conducted "the funeral service in
:the Polytechnic Church of Christ. A la rge
crowd of friends were present. His body
was tenderly la id to r est In Rose Hill Cemetery, a ll emba nk ed in pretty flowers, to
await his call to the "Halls of his God."
His c los e friend and brother for n early forty
years.
HORACE W. BUSBY

CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURS$
KNOW YOUR BIBLE - - - -·- · · - -··-·-- --$2.00

An introducti on to Bible Study.

GREAT BIBLE THEMES ··--,:---

2.00

.

----'- 2.00

A study of God's pions for us.

REASONS FOR OUR FAITH ---·-· --

A study of Christion evidences.

OUR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN ~------ 3.00

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
3110 Guadalupe Street
Box 77-Austin 61, Texas

Porent-teocher training course.
Others have said:
"These lessons have given me more aplritual good than I have known before."
Special prices for grotap stud71- Lndte•
Class, Young People'» Groupa, etc. -

HOME STUDY -SERVICE
HARDI NG COLLEGE

SEARCY, ARKANSAS
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FROltl LUSAKA, NORTHERN RHODESIA
H. E. Pierce

In spite of the Ca th olic priest telling the
people here that the Bible wh ich I am preaching is "a lot of lies," and in sp ite of the
intensified campaign of the Jehovah's Witnesses to try to keep people from hearing
u~, we have mad e very satisfactory growth
during March. Our daily teach in g of th e
Bible to a f ew has brought . r esults beyond
our hopes.
Chilenje l ed the three congregations in
baptisms for the month with eleven. Two of
these were baptiz ed at Kapopo but live at
Chilenje. Chilanga was a close second with
ten baptisms for the month. Nine of these
came on the 30th to bring to a successful
close what otherwise would haye been a
pretty discouraging month.
Due fo much
-Catholic opposition, heavy rains and bad
roads, Kapopo was held to only one baptism for the month again. There is an old
man and a Catholic t eacher who no doubt
threaten the people of Kapopo with being
bewitched If they attend our services. That
is the most effective threat to make against
•an African if you don't want him· to do
something. . These Catholics certainly don't
want them to hear the truth .
The -rains fo.r tl;lis season have almost
completely stopp.i\d. We may have another
rain or two in this month, and we oo"uld
have an unusual one in May. Brick mak.ing for our heavy building program should
be in progress but s ufficient funds have
not been forthcoming for this much needed
work. We need such a small amount. compared to many places but even so it is Impossible for tl)is work to be done without
'the help of brethren in the U.S.A. A small
amount has come from England, and I have
.collected some p"e nni es from the Africans.
But, this won't g·et the job done. I am
again pleading most earn estly for brethren
everywhere to oonsider _ h elping with this
small but most urgen t n eed.
People _ are
now st-anding aloof because we don't have
a house to meet in . We are just meeting
under th e trees and they think that we will
be gone in a little while so why take up
with something that won't be here but a
short time. When we have only a few
months to do all the building for the year,
we need to make use of ~very day to try
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·to get the building finished and covered
before the n ext rainy season.
We n eed
checks sent by air mail in order to get the
m.oney to work as soon as possil;>le. A l e tter with further news of Qur work h ere
will be sent as .a receir>t to ev<'!rY one who
is willing to . contribute to this need. Th e
address is Box 1016, Lusaka, Northern Rhodesla.
Paul Foutz, 111 Avenue K, Sweetwater,
Texas, April 1: My brother, Roy, of Nacog doches, Texas, closed a good meeting with
the Lamar Street congregation in this city
on March 18. There w<ere twenty -four responses with eighteen of that number be ing ~ baptized. Last Lord's day I closed a
meeting in Dexter, New Mexico, where Hugh
Ousley as the evangelist. Roy Hooten of
Mineral Wells, Texa&, directed the singing

I

in a splend id way. There were twenty haptisms and restorations in this meeting. I
beg in this Sunday with Weslie Mickey and
the Northsid e congregation in Fort Worth.
Despite several y ears drought, severe economic conditions and the loss of 140 members during the past year and a half we
are incr eas ing our program of work June
1 when we assume th e full-time support of
Leonard Gray and · family who are sailing
to Port Elizab e th, South Africa, Ju ly . 20.
WAN'I'ED
El<lerly Christ~an lady who would like a
good lLOme to · u..-~ witlt elderly couple in
modern home. Very little work. 'Vanted ·
Jno1·e as coJni•anlon. If interested, please
write: J. · H. BAUMER, Utopia, Texas.

America's Quality
Favorite among
Teachers' Bibles

A BOOKLET ON OVERCOiiJING SORROW
Batsell Barrett Baxter

Preachers· are often called upon to help
those who are in sor.row. Some of us h_ave
fert the need of some attractive printed matter with scriptures and brief messages o!
comfort to leave with th e oereaved. A 40page bocklet designed to meet this need has
just been published. It contains articles by
such writers as Frank L. Cox, Harold
Thomas, R. C. Bell, J. P. Sanl'!ers, Elbridge
B. Linn, S. P. Pittman, E. H. Ijams, and
Leonard Burford. Those who have suffered
sorrow will appreciate this material. Copies
can be obtained from the Firm Foundation.
Price, 10 cents.

No other Teachers' Bible in this
price range ·contains all these
features:
Persian Morocco binding, overlapping covers • Leather
lined, fully flexible • India paper, red under gold
edges • Handy page size, 4%x7 inches • Only 15/16
of an inch thick • Contains References, Concordance,
Maps, plus selected Teachers' Helps · • CLEARBLACK
type, self-pronouncing-approved by... eye·specialists!
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PEWS
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WRITE FOR
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Furniture Co., Inc.
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AM the true vine, and my
Father is the husbandman.
2 Everv branch in me that
beareth 'not fruit he taketh
away: a~d every branch that
beareth fruit, he p.u rgeth it, t!lat
it may bring fortfi more fruit.

1

Information

JACKSONVIllE. TEXAS

Hedge, Representative

'
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1&4t44t CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Christ centered education
for the youth of Japan

l
l

Omika, Kuji-Machi, lbaraki-Ken, Japan
Starting only five Y:ears ago, we now have:

i

A High School-fully accredited with 150 students
A Junior College--fully accredited with

1~0

stu-

dents
A Special Two Year Bible Course (non-accredited)
. .

for training preachers and church leaders.

Logan Fox, President

JAPANESE
STUDENT

ONE HOUR OF BIBlE STUDY FOR EVERY STUDENT EVERY DAY •E-AMERICAN
ONE MONTH~S
SPONSOR
CHRISTIAN
$5.00
EDUCATION

+

We charge each student $2,00 a month; it costs us_$7.00 a month. So each student must
have a Christian friend providing $5.00 a month. (We will send you the name of your
student, his picture, and interesting information).
$5.00 a month or $15.00 a quarter ' or $60.00 a year.

FOUR I.C.C. STUDENTS

l

I
I
~

§

i
§

~
Yoshiaki
Shigekuni

t

I
.

§

,

i
~

Saburo Seki
K imiye Tojo

Send your donation to:
Tuition Fund, lbaraki Christian College,

N tOmika, Kuji-machi, Ibaraki-Ken, Japan.
0

e: This _money

is . not for scholarships.
Scholarship money helps students who can't pay
the two dollars we charge students. Money for
the Tuition Fund will enable the school to meet
operational costs over and above what the students can afford te pay.

Hideko n:oboyashi

(IF YOU PREFER, SEND TO I. C. C. TUITION FUND, CARE OF
UNION AV ENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1930 UNION AVENUE,
MEMPHIS, TENN.l

,----------- -- .... ~
......

I
I

~~~~~~·

It is

my

purpose to support _______ .._________ student(s} at lboraki

Christian College during the year 1953. I understand that

$5.00 a month for each tudent is needed.
Nil me --- ------·--------- .. ---·"·----------------·---·---------------·----------------
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Austin, Texas, Tuesday, May 5, 1953

Vol. 70, No.18]
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W. M. DAVIS
The Correct P.atteTn
If a lady gives the wrong pattern to her dressmaker, she

w1ll not have the kind of a dress she wants when it is finished. It is not the dressmaker's fault, but the fault of the
one who gave her the pattern. She did not examine her patterns closely, and got hold of the wrong one. The best tailor
in the world cannot make the right kind of a dress by the
wrong pattern.
A contractor actually started to build the wrong kind of
a house, beca use the man who hired him, gave him the wrong
blueprints. The foundation was built before the error was
discovered. Wben the builder saw the foundation, he told his
oontractor he had given him the wrong floor plan. It all
had to be done over at the expense of the builder, not the
contractor. The contractor could not build the right house by
t he wrong plan.
But if the dressmaker had used her own opinions in making the dress, and refused to follow the pattern, she would
have been responsible for the error. And if the contractsr
had received the right house- plans, but changed them, he
would have l.leen responsible for the error. So those who work
for other people should be careful to follow the plans placed
in · their hands.
In the Hebrew letter the writer says concerning the tabernacle and priests, "Who serve unto the example and shadow
of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he
was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that
thou make all things according to the pattern showed to
thee in the mount" (Reb. 8:5). -God gave - the pattern and
Moses was to fully follow it. Anyone who ever changed the
Lord's plan suffered great loss. The wisdom of Moses may
have suggested the propriety of changes in the tabernacle,
but he was following· a divine plan, so he was governed by
faith, not his own wisdom.
In the New Testament we have a divine pattern of everything we need to do to be saved. We are told what to do
to become Christians and we are told how to live the Christian life. Our duty is ·to follow the pattern.

What Do I Think of Myself?
This is an important question, and it has two sides. Paul
says, "For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly
' than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as
CWd hath dealt to every man the measure of faith" (Rom.
..- 12:3). In this Paul tells Christians how they should not
think of themselves, then he tells them how they should
think.

/

There may be a wide difference between what a man
thinks of. himself and what the Lord thinks of him. Solomon
says, "All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes,
but the Lord weigheth the spirits" (Prov. 16:2). Valiity and
self-esteem are very common in the lives of men. Not many
people think or' these vices as being sinful. But anytping
that keeps a man from glorifying God is sinful. When Samuel was divinely oommissioned by the Lord to anoint Saul's
successor as king of Israel, he thought Eliab was certainly
the man to be king. "But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look
not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward a'Ppearance, but the
• Lord looketh on the heart" ( 1 Sam. 16:7). We think righteously only when we think soberly of ourselves.
58~2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas,

The Lord's Day
,.
Foster L. Ramsey
This article is prompted by one that appeared in the Firm
Foundation of January 6, 1953, written by A. D. Wilkinson on
the subject: "Sunday, The Lord's Day (?)." It is not unusual that gospel preachers fi'lld it necessary to convince Sal>batarians that the first 'day of the week is the Lord's day,
but it is exceedingly strange that a member of the church of
the Lord requires such attention. In the artide under consideration, the writer attempted to set up and meet all the
arguments concerning the things that were done on the !lrst
day of the week haying any connection with that day being
called the 1-<>.rd's day. He answered the question, "Why not
call it the Lord's day?" by saying, "There is no divine authority for doing so." Then the writer attempte.!i to prove
that the expression "Lord's day" referred to this present dispensation of time. Here is his statement, "The text of the
book of Revelation itself declares most emphatically that
this dispensation is that which John meant when he said the
Lord's day." Any declaration as emphatic as that should be
easily found, but the Bible scholar searches in vain for the
passage that makes such a plain declaration. In fact, the
word "d,is:pensation" does not even occur in the entire book
of Revelation. It is certainly true, that we do not have a direct statement from the Lord saying, "The first day of the
week is my day, the Lord's day." But neither do we have
the Lord saying, "The Lord's day is this present dispensation."
Christ refers to one of the days of the Son o! man in Luke
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17: 2 2: "And he saith unto the disciples, The days will' come,
when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of
man, and ye shall not see it. And they shall say to you, See
here: or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them."
These verses are a condensation of the · same niatter which
was discussed more fully in Matthew, chap. ~4. Jesus knew
tb.at terrible events awaited those of Jerusalem when that
city would be besieged by Roman armies and .burned. They
would long to see the deliverance brought by the coming Gf
the Son of man. Certainly this usage _of "the days of the Son
of man" cannot refer to the present dispensation as was suggested in the article under consideration. Those events of the
destruction of Jerusalem took place in this present ·dispensation. Those suffering people would long for. the coming of
Christ, and there would be those who would say, "See here,
or, See there." But Christ warned his disciples not to follow
such false proclaimers because when he came in his day, the
day of judgment; ·it would be as the lightning, shining from
one part of heaven to the other (Luke 17:24). Therefore,
these days mentioned in this .passage cannot refer to the
days of the Christian dispensation of time.
"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he
saw it, and was glad" (John 8:56). Jesus was discussing his
obedient life with the Jews who had asked him if he was
greater than Abraham. Abraham saw the entire life, death,
and resurection of Jesus Christ. By this the promis·e was fulfilled that through his seed all nations of the world should
be blessed. All nations of the world today are blessed by the
life of Christ, and by the sacrifice of · Christ upon the cross,
and by his resurrection from the dead. Leave out all of this,
alJ6l there is no blessing left for the nations of the world;
but all of that "day" took place before the Christian dispensation of time. That w.hich caused rejoicing on the part of
Abraham took place before the establishment of the church.
Abraham rejoiced in anticipation of the ).ife of the Messiah.
He saw that life through the promises of God which are sure
and immutable.
Now, let us turn to Rev. 1:10, which is the only place
where the ·expression, "The Lord's day" is found. "I was in
the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trampet." If there is anything in this verse
that makes it mandatory to assign a symbolic mean~ng to the
expression under consideration, it is certainly not easily seen.
If this expression is merely figurative of something else, then
there should ee something that would indicate that such was
the case. If "the Lord's day" means "this dispensation" then
it should be possible to make such a substitution in the reading of the verse without disrupting it. "I was in . the Spirit
on this dispensation"; but that does not read properly. The
truth is there is not the faintest reason to . consider that this
expression means anything else other than the Lord's day.
Any attempt to read anything else into it will strain the
passage. If we stay with this verse, then it will be possible
to speak as the oracles of God. In Rev. 1: 10, we.have a Greek
word that is found in only one other place in the New Testament, that word is kuriake. · It is used in connection with
the word hemera; thus we have kuriake hemera or "the
Lord's day." In 1 Cor. 11:20 the word is found again. Hei·e
it is kuriakos deipnon, or "the Lord's, Supper." For th e new
memorial that was to be observed upon the first day of the
week, a new word to express that memorial; and for the day
upon which it was to be observed, a new word, kuriake hemera. Liddell and Scott gives this definition, "KuriakosOf, belonging to, concerning a lord or master, especially belonging to the Lord (Christ); hence, kuriake hem era, the
Lord's day." Through the memorial of the Lord's Supper
and the expression used for that memorial, we have the definite connection betweea the Lord's day of Rev. 1:10, and
the first day of the week upon which the Lord's Supper was
to be observed. With this connection in mind, all of the
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things that took ·place on the first day of the week, take 011
a more important relationship to the Lord's day.
The Catholic church makes the claim that they changed the
Sabbath day to the first day, but this claim is as false as
many of the other claims of that apostate body. Before tbe
· Cathoiic church was known, ~e have the test~mony of writers
and historians affirming that the first day of the week was
known as the Lord's day. In A.D. 270, Anatolius, of La<>9icea: "Our regard for the Lord's resurrection which took pla.ce
on the Lord's day will lead us to celebrate it." In A.D. 256,
Cyprian, of Carthage: "The eighth day, that is, the first day
after the Sabbath, and ~he 'Lord's day." These and many other authorities r ecognized that the early church followed the
example of John and referred to the day of worship as tiLe
Lord's day, the first day of the week.
He who refers to the first day of the week as the Lord's
day is certainly doing no· wrong to the Scriptures or to any
person. The day is made holy to us by that whi<:h has taken
place upon it, and by that which we are commanded to do on
that day both by precept and exam~le. Let no one teach anything that would detract from- the importance of the day
which we are .commanded to observe. Let us follow the example
of the apostles and early disciples, and also their teachings;
then we shall be able to say that we are speaking as the
oracles of God.
Box 695; Tipton, Oklahoma.

Recreation And Thorp Spring
Thomas M. Campbell
"All work and no play makes Ja.ck a dull boy" is an <t<Iage
of ancient vintage, yet we are coming more and more to
r ecognize its truth. More and more "recreation" is becoming a word of much use in our vocabularies. This is not because our fathers and grandfathers did not have recreatio.n ,
but because many of their activities were not recognized as
such . Yet they went fishing, hunting, swimming, horsebacl!:
riding, buggy riding, and hay riding. As the life was principally agricultural these who.lesome forms of recreation were
the natural cgurse of life. These today still form the most
wholesome form of amusement. To have su ggested in that
Calvinistic-tempered world that these things were pleasures
would have brought vehement denials. We should thank God
tJ:iat Calvinism, with its prohibitions on everything that might
cause men to be happy, is gone. However, the pendulum has
swung to the other extreme and pleasure has become an end
in itself. If possible, our forms of recreation have degenerated
to a state worse that puritan Calvinism.
The principles of recreation are sound. Eyen our Savior
found neeli for it as ' he withdrew from the crowds i~to .a
r est. There is no indication that Jesus did not enjoy the festivities of the wedding at Cana; on the contrary, he seems
to be a chief contributor tq. its success (Jo.hn 2). In our fast
moving, nerve racking world, recreation is especially needed.
What we choose generally depends upon training, disposition, lack of experience, or point of view. A thing is not
worldly because it is enjoyable; for if so, what austere and
barren lives we wo uld live. A thing is worldly because it
appeals to a false or base motive.
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There are three essential activities of man: worship, work,
and play. The individual that neglects any one of these will
be warped in his conceptions of life and duty. The man who
• overlooks worship or religion has failed to •put first things
first, and has denied a purpose to his existence. Any who
strive to by-pass the obligation of work is a parasite on. society and an infidel before God. The person who neglects
"play" in his . life is a wicked steward of his body, mind and
spirit and is a plague to the fellowship of men. He is the one
who is always· embroiled in strife and misunderstanding with
his brethren. Now in all these activities of men there must
be moral and r eligious principle. Naturally our worship must
be moral, upright and true to God's truth. Our work must be
a contributing factor to our religion, and morally good . Our
recreation is ezpected to be Christian in principle, and morally
good.
There is a haunting spirit in most of us that draws us
back to the forms of · recreation which our fathers enjoyed.
No longer do most of us live on the farm · or ranch, so we
have to go where these are to be obtained. It has become
a national eustom to per.mit our youngsters to attend a camp
for a sumn;1er period each year. Many send their children to
Boy &out or Girl Sco·ut camps, or to secular or sectarian
camps. The wisdom of this course is greatly to be doubted,
for here your child and· mine make friends from many places
which will temper their concepts of living and of right and
wrong. Many Christian parents rue the day they let John
and Jane attend these worldly establishments. While the
camps may be patriotic or well-meaning in purpose, yet it
is the personnel that matters. Are they Christians? Many
Christian parents wish for a camp conducted by Christian
men and women and attended by Christian boys and girls
where they could send their youngsters (or if they wished,
take them and spend the time with them) without worry.
This is one of the great purposes of the camp conducted at
Thorp Spring.
When Thorp Spring Christian College ceased to exist in
1928, the matter of what ·to do 'with the campus became a
problem. Rather than to allow this property to go back to
the state, some far-sig.hted brethren saw the need of retaining the property for religious training and recreational purposes. Camp Crucis, just across the creek was a flourishing
Episcopal youth camp. It seemed a shame that with Christian
children crying to get out of the dties (particularly Fort
Worth and Dallas) some kind of a camp could not be held
for them. Hence, the encampment idea was born at Thorp
_Spring. A charter was obtained from the state and entrusted
to the Thorp Spring Training and Encampment Association.
Its' trustees· were mostly former students of the old college,
who desited to see some kin·d of religious activity and memorial conducted at Tho.rp Spring. Among the trustees were
Charles H. Roberson, James F. Cox, and A. R. Holton. The
president of the board o'f trustees is A. R. Holton, a former
president of the college. The executive board of trustees is
composed of Claude McClung, Chairman; Rich S. Garrett,
Roy Watson, Miss Jewell Watson, and Thomas L. Campbell.
The latter, who is the writer of this piece, has been director
of the vacation Bible school and encampment for the past
four years. This association is a non-profit organizatio~ for
the purpose of training young people and providing wholesome recreational facilities for boys and girls and family ·
groups. It is an .adjunct to ftl6 home, not the church, and
is sustained by donations from interested people who believe there is a great need and opportunity for this type of
work.
The Association is quite aware that it cannot yet provide
first-class camp facilities for all who wish to come. These
can be obtained only as Christian people see the need and
come to its support financially. Through its board of trustees
and former !itudents, rem.arkable improvements •h ave ·been
made and are being made. The ·barracks building used for
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the women has been provided with modern sanitation facilities, and a tabernacle has been erected on the spot of
the old administration building, and an acreage north of
the present church building (old boys' dormitory) has been
purchased to provide a place for any w.ho would like to
erect cabins. Other modernization plans are in the making
as funds become available.
It is hoped that. as facilities do become available that many
congregations, especially of the cities, will . bring their young
people foT one-week .or week-end Bible schools and outings.
Some congregations of Fort Worth and Dallas plan to avail
themselves of these opportunities this summer. Of course, all
are welcome lo come and pitch camp in the shady glen any
time they wish. There are cooking facilities a block off the
·campus in the school building.
The regula;: encampment and vacation Bible school will
be conducted this year on July 18-31. Then the facilities of
Camp Klebit will be available to take care of about 100 boys
and girls. A fee of fifteen - ~ollars a week will be charged.
Claude A. Guild of the Riverside congregation in Fort Worth ,
and Joe B. Rhoten also of Fort Worth will do the preaching.
The Thorp Spring Training and Encampment Association
solicits the suggestions and support of all interested persons, particularly parents who want to see a work of this
kind progress. Financial contributi~ms from one to one thousand dollars are needed to improve the grounds and make
the old college -campus continue to bless the lives of young
people through the years to come. Small donations are always appreciated. Send your donation to Thorp Spring Training and Emcampment Association, care of Richard Overton,
Thorp Spring, Texas.
Anson, Texas.

From Southside Church of Chris1, Amarillo
Jack L. Mackey
The Southside Church of Christ, 40th at L.ipscomb . Streets,
Amarillo, Texas, will have completed its first year of existence
the end of April, 1953. The Central congregation in Amarillo·
was responsible for the construction of the Southside building and completed it with an indebtedness of but thirty-five
thousand dollars. The membership is composed in large part
of members fi·om Central and five other congregations of the
church in Amarillo.
With a beginning of 72 members, April 27, 1952, we have
been privileged to see the congregation at Southside grow
to a membership of something over 250 during the first
year. A majority of these were additions by transfer of membership but during the first year there were 64 r estorations
and 17 who were baptized at s·outhside.
At the present time our Bible class facilities are being
taxed with something like 300 ·present for Bible study classes.
Sunday . morning aud iences presently average 400 or more
and a program of work calling for a contribution of three
hundrei:l and seventy-five dollars weekly is being met at the
present time. The main auditorium of the Southside- building
is very crowded when seating 400, however, five of the classrooms alongside the auditorium ani equipped with folding
doors and ordinarily from two to four of these rooms are
used fo1: Sunday morning services.
We have been much encouraged to observe the teachableness manifested by the Southside church and excellent spirit
of love and cooperation· prevails. Eldership material is being
developed and full organization of the congregation may become a reality before 1953 has passed. We can anticipate a
very excellent work for the Lord's church in this part of Amarillo-a fast growing section of the city largely populated by
younger married couples. I anticipate another fruitful year
with the congregation here.
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Majestic Hymns
Edgru.-Furr

In order to have a singing school we must have song books.
In times past w:b.en singing schools were more popular, we
had more song writers; now that singing schools are not
so common we are having fewer new hymns written, fewer
new song books printed an-d fewe'r people interested in hymn
singing. If new books are not continually being printed, the
writers are not encouraged to write, and new hymns are '
very slow to be -p ut into use.
Soon from the presses of the Firm Foundation will come
a new song book, "Majestic Hymns." This book will be the
means of some of our new hymns to be published. The favorite hymns of all times will, of course, have to be included or
no one would want th e book.
I had no idea of the amount of work that would be required to pro-duce a new song book until Brother Showalter
asked the staff of teachers of Texas Normal Singing School
to assist in making up an index. No -doubt the help I have
been in encouraging a new book is indeed· small. Br other
Holland L. Boring, Sr., has given a great deal of help. Brother
Austin Taylor deserves credit for the major portion of the
editorial work on the new- book, "Majestic Hymns." Brother
Taylor is known over the brotherhood and is highly respected
and appreciated for his work in the fiel-d of gospel singing,
hymn writing and song editorial work. Few men in the past
or present have g iven as much time to hymn writing and
song editorial work ·as has Brother Taylor and his full life
has been devoted to teaching hymn singing, singing for
gospel meetings, writing and editing hymn books. We have
many fine brethren who have contributed much to our hymns
in the first half of the 20..th century, but these have given
much time· to preaching and other church work, whereas
Brother Taylor's life has been devote-d exclusively to the gospel song field. Brother Taylor has been a teacher in Texas
Normal . Singing School since its beginning in 1946 and will
continue with the school as long as he cares to y oritinue
t~aching hymn music.
It goes without saying that Texas Normal will use "Majestic Hymns" printed this yea· by the Firm Foundation
Publishin g House of Austin, Texas. It would be to the advantage of every congregation who wishes to buy a n ew book
to get "Majestic Hymns" and send your song leaders to
Texas Normal Singing School, Sabinal, Texas, June 7th to
20th, in order to get ready to use "Majestic Hymns" in an
effective way. For m_ore information about Texas Normal
Singing School write to- our winter office, Box 293, Crystal
City, Texas. Place your orders now with Firm Foundation
for the ne·w hymn book, "Majestic Hymns."
Westminster Study Edition of the Holy Bible, with
Concordance and Maps, and exceedingly instructive a nalysis of the entire Bible, together with~
text, nearly 1'800 pages ---------------------- 10.0()
Johnson's P e'o ple's New Testament, 2 vols. - - -- -- ---- 6.00
The same in lots of six sets ------------- ----'-'- 30.00
Commentary on the Entire Bible
by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown ------------- 7.96
Lands of the Bible, 624 pages, one of the greatest
books written by J. W. McGarvey ------------ 4.50
Commentary on Second Corinthians and Galatians
by Lipscom b-Shepherd ------ -- - --- ----------- 3.00
Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians
by J. W. Shepherd ------------ ------------- -- -- ----- 3.00
Manual of Church History, Newman, one of the most
popular, 2-vo1ume set ------------------------ 6.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PlJBLISHING HOUSE
'n ox 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Contending For The One Faith In Germany
Otis Gatewood
Most people in Germany are dissatisfied with their religion.
They are looking for something that is different an-d better
than the two large state supported churches of which most
of them are members. In one section of Frankfurt where
I live there are more than twelve thousand members of the
State Lutheran church, but there is only one of the state
church buildings that will seat more than seven hundred people. This means that the lea4ers of the church do not expect
or plan for their members to attend church services with any
regularity. The building which they have is full only on very
few occasions each year. The same is true with the Roman
church.
These two state su pported churches have been bitter enemies for years. They have fcug.ht one another in politics as
well as in religious matters. A ple-a for unity of faith therefore has a special appeal to most Germans. They are tired
of hearing so much fighting, bickering and backbiting. To
most Germans such a spirit is contrary to the teaching . of
Christ, and they a re glad to hear of someone who pleads for
us to lay aside human creeds, party names, an-d bickering
and unite on the one faith. Recently, one of the German students that we have sent to Harding College wrote back to
Germany and said that H ard ing seemed like heaven to her
because there no one was against the other.
The dissatisfaction that most Germans have in religious
matters might be illustrated by the following story. Before
the last world war w h en Hitler was persecuting the Jews,
a Jewish family fled from Germany and went to the Dominican Republic. The father was a Jew, the mother was a
~rman State Lutheran, and the daughter had been reared
in the state faith . The daughter had longed for the day
ever since they left Germany when she could return to her
home church in Berlin, for she found no rest or peace among
the Roman churches in the Dominican Republic,
About four months ago s.he returned to Germany -and went
back to Berlin to the church in which she was reared as a
·c hild. The first disappointment she met was to find that the
church building was destroyed an-d the preacher who preached
before the war was killed during the war. She then tried to
find ller former frie-nds who had been so close to her as
they attended church together as they grew up. But many
of . them couldn't be found. War had killed some and scattered others. Finally, when she found some she learned that
they lo longer attended chnrch services. Some had lost faith
entirely while others were dancing, drinking and going to
the road houses rather than attending services.
She returned to Frankfurt disappointed, dejected, and disillusioned. She looked into a telephone oook for a· church
here in Frankfurt that she co uld attend. She found. ·the church
of Christ listed and came to our services. I don 't believe
I have seen a person in a long time who was so confused religiously and so unh a pp y with what slie believed. We t a lked
together an.d she came again _a nd again to the church services. A few weeks ago sh e obeyed the gospe-l. Immedia t ely
she wrote her parents and told them of her new faith. Two
weeks ago her father, a Jew , returned to Germany and sbe met
him and told him persona ll y of the joy that she .bad found.
He came to Frankfurt to visit us and to learn firsthand why
his daughter was so happy. He was so gre.atly impressed that
on a rece nt visit to Berlin he told several of his friends about
his daughter's n ew-found jcy. It is news when a Jew begins
telling about t he Lord's church. Three of his friends told
him to tell his daughter to write th em and tell them about
this church for they also were very much dissatisfied with.__
their present religion. Ruth Ransohoff plans
write them
and try to teach them the truth.
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Ruth has boon admitted into o~ Bible school for this semester and she is one of our best students. For one year she
will be tatrght the Bible daily and be better prepared to serve
the Lord. It is a real joy to see her sitting 'in the Bible classes
with former Nazis. Last night a former captain in Hitler's
army who is now a ~ember of the church served at the Lord's
table and passed the emblems to Ruth. As I looked upon that
scene I thought of the power of the one faith to unite former enemies. If Bieniek, the former captain in Hitler's army,
had met Ruth ten years ago he, perhaps, would have tried
to kill her, but today they sit together in peace at the Lord's
table and love one another with a greater love than that
which unites two brothers and sisters in the flesh . There
are thoosands like these two in Germany, and may God give
us the vision to find th.e m and teach . them the truth.
Since 1946, twenty-one churches of Christ have been established and there are now thirty-two American missionaries
and twelve full-time German evangelists supported in the
work. Eight permanent buildings have been erected or begun,
and about 2,500 people are being taught the Bible each week.
Frankfurt, Germany.

Changes -Among Southern Baptists
Wayne Hargrove
According to an article by Don McGregor, on page 5 of
the March 19, 1953 Baptist Standard, several important
changes are taking _place among Southern Baptists. Mr. McGregor gives some statistics compiled from a questionnaire
returned by pastors -of Southern Baptist Convention churches.
According to the · article, "eleven and one-half percent of
churches in the Southern Baptist Convention accept members
to full fellowship who have been immersed by other than
Baptist churches."
The article goes on to reveal that five percent invite other
bodies of any faith or denomination to share the Lord's Supper with them. Eighty-nine percent practice "restricted communion," and thirty-seven percent restrict the observan~e to
their own members (members of one congregation). Five and
one-half percent have no regular observance of the Lord's
Supper, five percent nel'er observe the Lord 's Supper, and
in eighteen percent there is nothing said about who shall be
invited.
One-half of one percent of churches in the Southern Baptist Convention practice open membership. Sixt:~L percent of
the pastors preach on the Lord's Supper once a year; t enpercent preach on it twice a year ; twenty percent preach on it
on the occasion of the observance; and ten percent never
preach on the Lord's S~pper. The pastors preach on baptism
an average of one time a year.
Anyone familiar with Southern Baptist manuals will recognize the variance between the m anuals and the above practices. The Southern Baptists are concerned abo ut the matter,
too, as evidenced by the fact that the article goes on to say
that in the above-mentioned questionnaire, each individual
pastor was asked to state what he believed should be done
"to safeg uard the doctrinal purity and denominational integrity of Southern Baptists." The three most common suggestions made by the pastors were:
1. . "Refrain from ordaining any candidate to the ministry
who cannot wholeheartedly subscribe to all of our New Testament Baptist doctrines and practices."
2. Observe a "Baptist doctrine week" every year in all
churches.
3. "Maintain a class in N'ew Testament Baptist doctrines
for all new members.''
From this Baptist Standard article, it seems that even the
Baptists themselves recognize the difference between their
teaching and the simple New Testament doctrine, because 1•

their own denominational paper they speak · of "our New Testament Baptist doctrines and practices." Also, they recognize
that their me:r.nbers need a week of special teaching each
year in "New Testament Baptist doctrines." Truly, they are
beginning to realize w.hat many have seen for a long timethat' it takes more than the simple New Testament to make a
Baptist!
5317 South Park Blvd., Hous-ton, Texas.
CATHOLIC REACTION IN
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Robert W. Lawrence
Joe Malone of Fort Worth, Texas; con"cluded a meeting
here last evening of unprecedented nature in this part of the
country.
On the fir-st Tuesday of the meeting we were suceessful in
getting a paid ad in the local paper entitled, "From Catholicism to the Truth." We did not know what to expect. At
any rate, we anticipated some form of reaction and were
not disappointed in that. When time for the evening service
approached, people whom we had never seen before began
to press into the building. Every pew was filled and folding
chairs were used; the building was very much alive. We
estimated forty percent non-member representation. We believe the audience to have contained twenty to twenty-five
Catholics. One of these, we feel quite confident, was a priest
disguised in civilian clothes. Of the entire audience it would
have been difficult to have found an entirely relaxed person.
Brother Malone ascended the platform in noble fashion and
with unsp ar ing energy and demonstration unveiled before all
present the ghastly monster of Romanism. With clear logic
and do cumented material he made known her deceitful tongue,
her blasphemous lips, her forceful and merciless arm, and her
crushing heel. He was able to perform this difficult task and
still season his r emarks with love.
After the discourse, several Catholics and others stayed 'til
near 11:00 p.m. for a question-and-answer period.
Requests that have come in from neighboring places and
as far off as Chicago are indicative of the publicity afforded
the church.
We take courage and press on. One confessed sin during
the meeting.
Handbook of Denominations in the United States,
F. S. Mead -----------------------=----------The Church, Falling Away and Restoration,
J. W. Shepherd ----------------------------Church History for Busy People, Geo. W. Klingman --Campbell-Walker Debate, A. Campbell and John
Walker, CampbeU's earliest printed debate -----The Soul of a Priest, L. H. Lehmann -------------Abilene Christian College Lectures for 1951 -------The Home As God Would Have It, Daisy McQuigg Sewell
Notes on the Miracles of our Lord, R. C. Trench ______
Notes on the Parables of our Lord, R . C. Trench _____
Popular Lectures and Addresses, A. Campbell -------Cruden's Complete Concordance ------------------Hurlbut's Story of the Bible, the new enlarged edition
According to John, Frank L. Cox --- ------- -------According to Luke, Frank L. Cox ----------------Pocket Bible Hand·book, Halley, universally regarded
as about the best of its kind -----------------Seed for the Sower, LeRoy Bro-wnlow --------------George Pepperdine Lectures, L. S. White and
G. H. P. Showalter -------------------------Living Oracles, "A. Campbell's translation" --------Some Do's andi Don'ts for the Christian,
LeRoy Brownlow ---------------------------Box ,77
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Studies In Galatians (No. 10)
R. C. Bell
'rhus far in the doctrinai portion of Galatians the folJlowing, points stand out prominently: first, " The Holy Spirit
which dwelleth in us" is the distinctive and unique posses:sion of all Christians; -second, since God's absolute promise
to Abraham was that all nations should be blessed through,
nim, the law, which was given t~_.., Jews only, chiefly to
·demonstrate that they were inveterate transgressors of the
].aw, cannot be the fulfillment of the ancient promise of
worldwide blessing; third, inasmuch as every :i:nan fails to
1
live up t:o law, he is u·nder God's {!Urse of death, " kept inward
- under the law shut unto the fa ith which should afterwards
be revealed"; fourth, the Jewish Scriptures themselve_s de-clare _that, " The rig1tteous shall live by his faith,'~ not by his
self-righteousness.
.
All Jews were inexorably condemned by the moral laws of
Moses, but, lest they lose heart and in utter despair give U'P
the law altogether, their hope was fostered by the pictorial
gospel in its types and symbols, Despair is good, when it becomes creative, as God intends it should , and leads sinners ,
under the law shut up unto the faith which should afte rwards
lessness, to Christ.

The Law As -Tutor
'"l'he law is become our tutor to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith." Simu l taneously, the
law was both jailor and tutor. It offered tutorial instruction
and guardiansh ip to the imprisoned Jews; but incarceration
an.d tutorage' were to continue only until Christ, who would
set them free and lift them out of bondage and pupilage into
sonshi-p and inheritance. In the very nature of things, a tutor
is for the immature, whose maturity will render the tutor,
be{!ause his work is done, unnecessary. "But now that faitll
is come, we are no longer under a tutor. For ye are all so1;1s ·
of God, through faith in Christ J es us . , _ ye are Abraham's
seed, heirs according to promise" ( 3:25-29),
Man's passing from law (the Mosaic covenant) to faith
(the Christian coven a nt) shifts the emphasis from- human to
divine activity. Under law, men try to do something to win
divine favor, and thus earn justification by their own doing.
Under faith , God does something to win the favor of men,
that they may trust him and accept a justification that is
based on his doing. This . forever separates the two covenants. Vnder faith, instead of men's being justified by what
they do for thems elves, or do for Christ, they are justified
by what Christ does for them, Under law, each man is for
himself. He is safe only, if he does "all things that are writt~n in the book of law." If he sins, "The soul that sinneth,
it shall die." Under law, no provision is made for a justification that is procured by anot~1er. Since man was bruised and
put undoc a curse in Eden, Christianity is the only religion
he has known that properly proportions divine and human
acti'(ity. In this all-important matter , all other religions, being falsely pivoted, are fundamentally wrong and fatally
:perverted.
To lead men to think they can weave these two contradictory systems together is probably the devil's_ masterpiece _
·of ingen~ity, malice, and success. Paul advised a certain
·course for the church at Corinth, "that no advantage be
_g ained over us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his de-vices" ( 2 Cor. 2:11). But are not some Christians today
-ignorant of his devices? It seems men can never learn that,
·"!f the inheritance is of law , it is no mor e of promise"; that
justification is not something earned by keeping law, but
that it is a free gift of God's grace . This atte~pt to combine
the two covenants was the trouble · in Galatia long ago. Is
it not a prevalent trouble in the church today? Fallen man
has naturally a Judaizing bias. Why do we, as if we mistrusted -God's promise to Abraham; made good to us in Christ,
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persist in trying to add the principle of law to the principle
of faith? We must never forget that the road to hBaven not
only begins in faith, but also continue;; all the way "from
faith unto faith,'' never once shifting into the works of the
flesh. Who can know how much Christ has been in the past,
- or Is no-w being straitened, in the house of his friends tiy
this insidious, satanic device?

"Baptized into Christ"
"For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put
on Christ" ( 27). This verse tells how men be{!? me "sons of
God·, through faith. " A few years after Gentile Cornelius and
his house became Christians, Peter said that God "made no
distinction between us (Jews) and them, cleansill'g their
hearts by faith" (Acts 15:9). Now turn to Acts 10, 11 to
see what occurred when their heart:.s were so cleansed. ' An
angel said ' to Cornelius: "Fetch .. _ Peter; who shall speak
unto thee words whereby thou shalt be saved, thou and all
thy house" (Acts 11:13, 14). After Peter -came, and while
he was speaking the "words" that would sa"l!e, the falling of
the Holy Spirit upon his listener\ suddenly interrupted him.
But after t he interruption, he finished his saving "words."
Their faith in Christ led the Gentiles to repent and to be
baptized in obedience to Peter's command . The fact that
Peter said not one word a·b out the Holy Spirit proves that
the Spirit's coming was no part of Peter's "words." God sent
the Spirit, not to save CornBlius, but to convince Christian
Jews that Christ was for Gentiles as well as for Jews. Thus,
was Cornelius justified and cleansed by his faith as it obeyed.
This way of cleansing hearts has .never been, nor is it
ever to be, changed , for Christ's last charge to his avostles
was : "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of ali the nations·,
baptizing them· in th~ name of• the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19, 20). In this
manner, fulfilling God's ancient promise made to Abraham
before there were any Jews, are Jews, Romans, Galatians,
and all humanity to be saved.
An actor , taking the part of Hamlet, tries to- impersonate
and reproduce him. Similarly, to " put on Christ" is, first, to
put him on in baptism, then "follow his steps'' and always be
lik e him. According to the Bible an·d human experience too,
the way fOr us really to get Christ on and be clothed in
him is to let him, through the Holy Spirit, dwell in us, and
take over our lives . Other ways get very imperfoct likeness,
and easily lead into pride, pretense, and hypocrisy. Said
Christ: "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy" (Luke 12: 1) .

Books That Should Be in Every Home
The Bible, Book by Book, by J . B. Tidwell, giving Analyses, Outlines and Notes -on every book of the
Bible. A popular guide to Bible study in secondary
schools and colleges ---------- -------------- 2.60
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volu~es, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted· scholars -------- 26.00
Commentary on First Thessalonia.__ns to· Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ---------------------- --- 2.60
Commentary on Matthew and Mark
by J . W. McGarve-y ------------------------- 3.00
Handfuls on Purpose, an immense fund of expository
outlines, 8elect Bible readings, short scripture
studies, etc., 13 volumes ____________________ _ 30.00
Systematic Theology by Charles Hodge, one ?f the
most important theological works ever writte.n in
America, three volumes. 6x9 inches ------------ 15.00
Send all orders to:
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISIDNG HOlJSE
Box 77
Austin, Texas
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M. Norvel Young

What Does The Bible Sayl

One Christ For The World

What About the New Versions of the Bible?

We hear much these days about "one world." Wendell
Wilkie popularized this phrase during his campaign for the
presidency twelve yean; ago. The United Nations headquarters in New York sends out much material about the "one
world" in w.hi:ch we live. -But do not think that this is a
modern idea. The Bible has taught all through the ages that
_one God created this one world in the beginning. Then Jesus
Christ, God's one begotten Son, came to teach us that God
loves all people, regardless of race or nation or culture, in
this "one world."
Jesus said: "For 9od so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should
not perish, · but have eternal life'' (John 3~16). Even ·a fter
spending three years training the apostles, Jesus had to perform a mighty miracle to convince Peter and the Jews that
"God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that
feareth him; and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him"
(Acts 10: 35).
Paul enunciated the principle of all nations being part
of "one world" when he spoke on Mars Hill in Athens.
"The God that made the world and all things therein, he,
being Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; neither is he served by men's hands, as though
he needed anything, seeing he himself giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things; and he made of one every nation of
men to dwell on all the face of the earth . . . for in him we
live, and move, and have our being" (Acts 17:24-28).

There is a revival of interest in the Bible! Thank God for
that. One indication of this interest is the astounding sale of
the new Revised Standard Version. before readers had an op.Pm'tunity to even see a copy, much less study it carefully.
A million copies were ordered for the first printing, and the
supply was soon exhausted .. If these books had been stacked
in a pile they would have reached 24 miles into the sky.
It required 1,000 tons of paper, 2,000 gallons of ink, and
20,000,000 square inches of gold leaf to produce this largest
single printing of a book.
Many people thought this indkated the excellence of the
new translation, but buyers had not had the opportunity to
see the Old Testament at all. It was primarily an indication
of intel'est in the Bible! And it is wonderful that so many
are reading the Bible in the various versions. Let me challenge you once more to read the Bible through. Several
thousand people on the South Plains are doing it this year.
Begin today reading three chapters a day and five each Sunday to complete the entire Bible in 12 months.
When the subject of veralons comes up I am reminded of
the good brother who told the preacher that he w-asn't lnte.rested in any "version." He wanted the Bible just likES the
Lord gave · it to King James! The King James version .of
1611 is the most important book ever put into the English
language, and no other translation will take its place. HoweV'6r, we all realise that the Bible was not. written in EngHsh, but principally in Hebrew and Greek. I believe that
(}od has given us his word in the Bible as original.ly written.
He not only inspired the men to write the true ideas, but
to clothe those ideas in accurate words. "For no prophecy
e:ver came by the will of man; but men spake from God, being
moved by the Holy Spirit" ( 2 Peter 1:21). Paul .taught
' Timothy to be loyal to "the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,"
and said: "Every ·scripture inspired of God is also profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which
is in righteousness: that the man of God may be complete,
furnished completely unto every good work" ( 2 Tim. 3:16).
Since the Scriptures are inspired of God, then it is very
imP,Ortant that we know exactly what the original words of
the inspired writers were. Most scholars are agreed that the
most acCllrate translation of the original languages is the
American Standard Version of 1901. In the preface to the
New Revised Stall'dard Version the translators admit that the·
/
American Standard Version is a "mechanically exact, literal,
word-for-word translation which follows the order of the
Greek words, so far as this is possible . . . "
There is a place for modern-speech translations of the Bible. One certainly can profit in his study by having several
such versions to read and refer to. The Revised Standard
Version is such a modern-speech version to be u'sed along
with the Goodspeed, Williams, Weymouth, and others. However, do not accept it as a replacement for the beauty and
power of the King James Version or the accuracy of the
American ·standard of 1901. The publication of the new version will cause many people to read the Bible who have not
read it before. For that I am thank.ful. I do not share the
views of those who want to burn it, nor of those who want
to throw away the King James and American Standard and
enshrine the new as the standard Bible for our time. Next
week we shall treat with the values of modern speech versions, and some specific objections to the new version as a
11tandard version.

One World Through Christ
So this idea of "one world" is as old as the Bible. But the
sad thing is that many who realize that -men of all nations
and races must dwell together in peace or destroy one another have not understood that men must know the one God
through Jesus Christ before they can truly love all men.
The secret of one world dwellin,g in peace is Jesus Christ.
He alone has the answer to man's deepest neoos, and he
alone can change our selfish hearts to love even our enemies.
So, we believe the greatest contribution that can be made for
"one world" at peace is the preaching of the "one Christ"
as the .hope of the world!
Paul Gives us the basis for this unity in Christ in the unities-listed in this verse in Ephesians, chapter four, "There
is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in
one hope of your ca:lling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all,
and :In all."
Not An Impossibility
Jesus prayed that all men who became his disciples might
be one even as he and the Father are one "that the world
may believe that thou didst send me" (John 17:21). We
believe that Jesus did not pray for an impossibility. We believe that we do not have to wait until everyone else is
united before we take our stand on the grounds of "one
Christ for one world." We plead with all who read this article to leave all human names or creeds or traditions which
divide believers in Christ and to stand on the platform of
unity in Christ. Let us determine to be Christians only, nothing .more and nothing less. Let us find unity with "no creed
but Christ, no rule of faith but the Bible!"
Commentary
Commentary
Comm~ntary
Commentary

on
on
on
on

Revelation by John T. Hinds
the G·ospel of John by B. W. Johnson
the Book of Acts by J. W. McGarvey
Mark by C. E. W. Dorris ----------

3.00
3.00

3.60
3.00
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Concerning The Revised Standard Version
Ross

w. Dye

Putting the Bible in the language of the people has been
a prodigious task beset by many pitfalls. Linguists kuow that
it is difficult to accurately translate the full meaning of any
language. This is particularly true of the Greek of the New
Testament, not that scholars do not know the meaning of
the Greek words, but Greek is such a fine, precise language
that it is often impossible to find an English word that has
all the depth of meaning inherent in the Greek. Sometimes
the meaning of a Greek word, requires several English words
oi sentences to convey the fullness of the thought to- the
English reader, but that is beyond the legitimate bounds of
a translation. 'Dhe best English translation can never equal
the power and beauty of the Greek.
The reaaer will be familiar with several English versions
of the Bible. These have beet'J. translated from manuscripts
of the original writings of the inspired prophets and apostles.
lfhe Vatican, Sinaitic, and Alexandrian manuscripts are the
oldest and best. In view of the fact that these manuscripts
were copied by hand , the variants are remarkably few. Of
the 181,000 words in the New Testament, 6,000 variants are
found in the manuscripts. Most of these are minor, and con- ·
cern only a few words in any one place. The two largest,
Mark 16:9-20, and John 7:53-8:11, contain on~y twelve
verses. Thus the main job of the translator is simply to give
. an English rendering of the manuscripts. Of course, the variants are a problem . Manifestly: some choice must be ma.de.
Aside from the choice of English word~;~, the main difference
in the English versions lies in the decision of the translators regarding the variants. Whatever decision is reaahed concerning the variants, Price's, "Ancestry of the English Bible" says, "No essential teaching of the New Testament is
greatly affected by them."
The Revised Standard Version is the most recent and controvemlal of the English Bibles. It, like all translations, is
a work of men, and therefore is imperfect. I have read with
interest the criticisms of the Revised Standard Version, both
pro and con .. That there are some objectionable featur~s to
this version is no doubt true. That we are many times governed by prejudice, ignorance, and sentimental considerations
is also true.
Some critics have spoken against modernistic tendencies
apparent. in this version. The charge is brought' that the word
"begotten" was <Jmitted from John 3: 16 due to modernistic
influences. If the absence of that word lends any comfort
to modernism, I am unable to see it. The word "monogenes"
is a combination of tbe words "monos" meaning only, and
"genos" meaning offspring. A literal and accurate .translation of John 3: 16 is as follows: "For God so roved the world
that he gave his Son, his only Son, (monogene) that everyone who believes in him may not perish, but have eternal
life." The Greeks sometimes piled up words which are unnecessaf"y in English. The Revised Standard Version does not
repeat the word "son" inherent in "monogene," but picks
up the "·only" and lets one use of the word "son" suffice. Is
it necessary to say more than, "He g.ave his only Son" to
make the meaning clear?
Considerable opposition has arisen over the use of "young
woman" instead of "virgin" in Isaiah 7:14. It is admitted by
all that the Hebrew word "almah" means a young woman
of marriageable age. The word "almah" occurs in Gen. 24:
43 with reference to Rebekah. She was both a young woman
and a virgin. The word is found again in Exodus 2:8. It is
here applied to the sister of Moses · and rendered "maid" in
the King James. Though the word does mean a young woman, I think that in view of the fact that r651>ectable young,
llnmarried women· are virgins, and since the Jews underetood
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"almah" to signify "virgin" in Isaiah 7:14 as witnessed by
the Septuagent, that virgin should have been in the text and
young woman in the margin. However, the meaning of Isaiah
7: 14 may be seen by reading the inspired explanation of it
in Matthew 1:21 where it is unquestioned that virgin is meant.
Perhaps one of the strongest objections insofar as modernistic tendencies are concerned is the use of the archaic
pronouns "thee, thou," etc., when referring to G<>d but not
with reference to Christ. There can be nothing wrong with
dropping these antequated pronouns altogether. It certainly
is true that the apostles didn't speak Shakespearian English.
They didn't even speak Classical Greek. With the apostles, .
there was no such thing as one language for ordinary oonversation and another for prayer. If there is any merit in
praying and siliging in Shakesperian English, I think a good
case could be built for praying in Latin, and a better one for
praying in Greek. On the other hand, I see no excuse for using
thee and thou in reference to· God and not Christ. Christ is
God even as is the Father.
Many oppose the treatment accorded Mark 16:9-20 in the
~evised Standard Version. V\T}lat was in the foot~ote and in
the text of the A,merican Standard Version have exchanged
places in the Revised Standard Version. As noted already,
these verses are not in all · of the ancient manuscripts, but
the fact that they are in the Alexandrian and in versions older
than any known manuscript is good evidence that it was ·in
the original text. The American Standard Version deals with
the passage fairly enough, and their decision, I think, should
have been followed in the Revised Standard Version. Regardless of whetl;ler Mark 16 : 16 be in the original or not "no essential teaching of the New Testament is affected." Baptism
and the remission of sins are repeate6lly connected in the
New Testament.
·
There are other objections to the Revise:d Standard Version, and some of them have some merit. Some are unjustified and stem from prejudice or sentimental attaahments. Despite the weaknesses of this version, it is obviously a very
' scholarly work deserving of the study and consideration of
Christian people wherever English is spoken. It is a mistake
to fanatically follow any one version to the exclusion of all
others. All have some merits as well as demerits. Time alone
will tell what the influence of the Revised Standard Version
will b·e. It is doubtful that it will or should replace the older
versions. That it is useful in studying the B-ible is unquestionably true, but the wisdom of using it in our preaching rather
than the older and more ge~erally accepted versions is very
questionable.

PREACHERS OF TODAY
Hatton B. Gist
I have derived much pleasure from browsing through .-D~
book. Then, too, there are so many of the preacher's repo~
;from men I have never seen. I find "Preachers of Today' a
handy index. I enjoy knowing people. Order from Firm FO'UXIdation Publishing House, Box 77, Austin 61, Texas. Price $3.

SUMMER LECTURE PROGRAM TO BE HELD
AT CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
James 0. Baird
A summer lecture program will be held at Central Chrieti.aB
College in addition t~ the third annual camp at La Quinta.
Accommodations will be furnished on the campus for fani1..
lies. The program will be from June 28 to · July 4. The progm~m
and rates for the camp will be announced at a latter date. Address all inquiries to James 0. Baird, Director of Summer Le:etureship, Central Christian C.Ollege, Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
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FROM THE HARVEST Fl ELD
Malcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, H;untlngton Park, California, April 23: Since our
last report, we have had one baptized, one
restored, and two to place membership. We
also set two more new records, for Sunday
morning and Sunday evening attendance.
Clarence c. Gobbel, 1157 E. 'l\fabel, Tucson,
.Arizona, April 24: I plan to ma·ke a vacation trip to West Central, and East . Central
Texas, the latter part of June. I could !Ill
In, In the absence of your minister for the
last two Sundays In ·June. If you could use
me, please · write me at the above address.
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peace and a spirit to work prevail in the
Lord's church of Hale Center. Brother
Brookshire's contribution to the success of
the meeting cannot be over emphasized. He
preached the gospel In his usual manner.
Love, simplicity and sound gospel preaching
· characterized his lessons throughout. Aside
from the visible results of the meeting, the
church has been greatly strengthened and
edified by the splendid lessons presented.
The church here is destined for great things
in the future.

Paul T. Dumm, Charleston, South Carolina, April 20: We are happy t<> report two
more baptisms and <>ne to b"e restored In
the past week. This is a total of six baptisms and two restorations this month. The
Lord has blessed us In our efforts. When In
Charleston, worship with us. The church is
located at Hester and Sans Souci Streets.
Wade Banowslcy, 4109 . N.E. 28th St., Fort
Worth, Texas, April 23: Thomas B. Warren,
Galena Park, Houston, Texas, has b·een s e lected as the minister for the new Eastridge
- congregation- In Fort Worth. The congregation Is an expansion program of the Riverside congregation. We feel very fortunate to
secure Brother .W arren to minister with us.
Abe Lincoln. 911 Hallum, Fort Worth,
Tex·a s, April 23: Our spring m eeting here
at Castleberry closed last Sunday evening,
with Brother James W. Nichols of Abilene
doing the preaching·.
There were 60 responses, 24 of them baptisms. We had th e
largest crowds during this meeting that
we have ever had. We set a n ew record in
Bible class last Sunday with 449.
Lloyd Moyer, 416 L ew is Avenue, San Leandro, California, April 21: Closed a good
meeting last Wednesday night with Harrell Collard of Childress, Texas, doing the
preaching. Fourteen people came forward
during the meeting and four more came forward last Sunday. Th e church was edified
and we look to the future with a renewed
zeal.
1\lurrey W. Wilson, Mountain Vie"~.-, Oklahoma, April 24: Brother Bascomb M. Litton
of Memphis, Texas, has just closed a fine
meeting here. Two were baptized and two
restored to the Lord's work. My own little
girl, Sharon, was baptized W e dnesday night
after the meeting.
The church has been
greatly strengthened as a result of Brothe:r;
Litton's work with us.
Virgil J. Cnllam, Box 8241o, Oklahoma City
H, Oklahoma, April 24: After three very
joyous years with the North Military Street
church in this city, I am ready to consider
a change some time during the summer
months. I would like to make this change
before the beginning of the n ext school
term for the benefit of my children. If interested, write me at the above address,' or
call VI-3-4725, Oklahoma City.
Bill G. Brown. Hale Center, ':texas,: Our
recent meeting with Brother Dean Brookshire of Lubbock, Texas, .was a great success from every standpoint. A total of 85
responded to the Lord's invitation: 72 were
restored. three placed m emb ership, and ten
were baptil!ed. Now that all have become
reconciled t~ God and to one another, Jove,

WUJJam K. Cunningham, Box 1166, Paducah, Texas, April 23: In recent weeks we
have had seven baptisms, four rest<>raUons,
and five identifications. I spoke in the lectureship at Kirkland, Texas, not long ago.
E. J. Matloek, 3105 N. W. 24th Street, Ft.
Worth, Texas: Brethren, I am interested In
contacting congregations within driving
distance of Fort Worth that are in need of
a vreacher. You may write me at the above
address or call me a.t N0-3117. For references you may write C. L. Brown, 2808 N.
W. 27th Street, and Edwin C. Stillings, 2814
N. W. 24th.

An10ld HnrdJn, Lancaster, Texas, April 20:
In the last month, eight more have been
Roy E. StepheJUI, Burnet, Texas: In March, added to our membership; - two by baptism.
I was with the Bellaire church in Houston I have just returned, from a fine meeting
in a meeting, where Luther Blackmon Is the with the Logan Street congregation In Denpreacher. In April, I helped the 26th and ver, Colorado. One was baptized and one reN. Shepherd church In Houston in a meet- stored to duty. Brother Joe L. Banks is doing where Otha D. Fikes labors. There have ing a fine work with this group and the
been six baptisms and a number of restora- future looks much oetter for them than
ever before.
tions In the work here since last report.
Robert P. Ccwper, 2201 Gordon Street,
l:Iopewell, Virginia, April 22: A married woman was recently added to the church here
by baptism. Her husband is a Greek Catholic. The church publicly withdrew fellowship from nine unfaithful members this past
Lord's day. We now have a membership of
93. We plan to publish a chu'rch directory
in the near future. I am to be with the
church at Elton, West Virginia, May 5th
to 17th. Charles G. Lemons of Louisville,
T. D. Boston, Sr., Box 487, Gilmer, T exas : Kentucky, will be with the church here June
I was in a wonderful meeting at th e Tenth 7th to 14th. If In this vicinity, visit .with us.
a nd Saunders Street congregation in GatesClaude A. Guild, 270:1: E. B elk nap, Fort
v ille, April 6th tht·ough 11th. Four were baptized into Christ. Brother Rudy Wyatt, a Worth 11, T exas, April 24: The meeting at
graduate of Abilene Christian College . will Central in Houston closed with 53 responses:
mov e to Gatesville this summer to work five baptisms, 11 placed membership and 37
w"ith the church there. Prospects are bright restorations. (These r estorations were so
for a good work. Eight have been baptized vital in the meeting because not many ·have
and twelve placed membership with us here been restored in years at Central). Carl
Spain, Paul Easly, a nd Doc Mason ar·e a
at Gilmer since last report.
force for good in .Houston. They are spirWill w. Sinter, Box 343, Hydro, Ok lahoma, itually-minded men, uncompromising. Their
April 23: Th e work in ·Hydro is making influ ence for good is seen in the congregasome progress. Four mQre came in from tion. I am now In a meeting with the Linthe Christian chur ch last Lord's day. We wood congregation in Fort Worth. Homer
go forward with courage. This l eaves . me Steadman is the minister there.
in ru singing school with the church in Siloam Springs, Arkansas. Much Interest is
Joseph W. WWte, 417 California Avenue,
being manifested. Several congregations are Santa Monica, California, April 18: For the
being r ep resented. Brother George B: Cur - past four Sundays there have been two or
tis is the minist er here, and he Is doing a more additions to the church here. A total
good work.
of nine have been baptized in that time. Beginning May 3, we will have a one-week
Jolm G. Bills, 4133 · Middlesex Drive, San series of m eetings on the theme: "Reviving
Diego 16, California, April. 19: Since my last New Testament Christianity." Speakers and
report, we have had 22 responses at Linda subfects a r e as follows: "The Need for aReVista congregation in this city. Five of the vival," Joseph W. White; "Reviving the
number being baptisms, three memberships, Plea," Wade Ruby; "Reviving Love," J. D.
a nd th e others confessed wrongs and were Fenn; "Reviving Zeal," Morgan Taylor; "Reres tored to th e ir first lov e.
During the viYing Loyalty to Christ," Boo Melear; "Resame time we have lost, I believe, twelve vtvmg· Unity,'' Eugene White; and, "Reby moving away, but our loss will be oth- viving Missionary Zeal," Delmar Bunn.
ers· gain. One baptized today and two last
Lord's day. To God be all the glory, and may
Austin Taylor, Uvalde, Texas, April 22:
we work while It Is to.day.
I have just been down to Refugio, Texas,
in a meeting with C. R. Nichol and A, El.
Walter l.V. Lenmons, Junction, Texas, Findley. It was a great treat to be with
April 21: Work h ere at 102 N. lOth Street those old brethren again. They know their
(1 block south of Main), moves along in a lesson and understand how to present it
good way. Nearly all our male· members will with power. In a short time (June 5th), men
take some leading part and o ur little cob- and boys will gather in Sabinal from sevblestone building is n early filled every era l different states for the school of singLord's day morning. We have visitors from ing. There will probably be more e nrolled
m a ny places. Among them some time ago this year than In any previous year. Our
were J'4ajor General and Mrs. T. R. Jtampy, friends drive many miles each year to hear
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and their the wonderful singing. If you cannot become
daughter, Mrs. R. E. Smi.t h, of Oceanside, a st-udent in the school, come and enjoy- the
g r eat singing with us. You are welcome.
California.

Hornee W. Busby writes: We began a
good meeting here, Sunday, April · 19, with
fine crowds and six r estored or Identified
to date (Tuesday). The Central church In
Ardmore, Oklahoma, has made wonderful
progress since I was here rubout fourteen
years ago. Brother George Carter Is the
regular preacher for this congregation. We
are to begin May 3 with the Central congrE;gation In Norman, Oklahoma.

I
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J. T. ·l Unrlln, Sweetwater, Texas, April 21:
One baptized and three restored at Fourth
and Elm, Sunday. Our prayer meeting attendance is a pproach ing the 300 mark.
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J. Roy Waldrum, Box 417, Big Lake, Texas, April 25: My services as evangelist here
will come to a close In the near future. I
am ready to serve the church anywhere In
th e world. If you need my services, please
contact me.

Joseph Sherman, 709 East Third Str eet,
Kinsley, Kansas, April 27: I baptized _four
Herbert M. Broadus, 1252 College, Tope ka,
-people at Kinsley yesterday, and spoke at
St. John yesterday afternoon during a fel- Kansas:. The Huntoon and Coll~ge church ·
lowship m ee ting. I baptized one man on in Top eka entered its new building on March
April 5, and am scheduled to speak during 29. E>leven persons were baptized during
a Penalosa, Kansas, protracted m eeting May the fir st two weeks in the building. El4-10,. I proadcast from Great Bend, KVGB, bridge B. Linn of Denver, Colorado, closed
a me e ting here on April 22, in which two
saturday mornings at 8:15.
persons were baptized and· three placed
Cleon Lyles, Little Rock, Arkansas, Aprll m e mbership. Another was baptized yester27: Three were baptized, three placed m em- day and two placed membership.
bership and one was restored at Sixth and
-Rnlplo Russell, Carrizo Springs, . Texas,
Izard yesterday. The East Side church In
'Tulsa, Oklahoma, closed a m ee ting the 22nd, April 28: During April two have been bapIn which I preached. Five were baptized, tized Into Christ. Several young people are
three placed membership, and one was re- looking forward to attending the encampstored. Delmar Owens Is In his eighth year m e nt at Ab'llene Christian College in June.
A splendid spirit prevails in the Lord's
-of good work with this church.
c hurch h ere. Remember us in your prayers.
J. K. Bentley, Spri ngtown , Texas, April If you plan a vacation lnt.o Mexico , include
28: Our spring meeting with Brother Joe a v isit with the brethren In Carrizo Springs,
Rhaten doing the preaching was a great T exas. A welcome awaits you.
11uccess. Brother Rhat'en preached th e gos-pel with great earnestness and zeal.
Six
0. 1\1. Reynolds, DeLeon, Texas, April 27:
came to be baptized and eight to be re- Nex,t Lord's day, May 3rd, I shall close more
stored. Three divided homes were united- as than thr ee years with the church here, and
a result of this meeting. The whole church move n ex t weak to L eakey, Texas, to beis rejoicing. We believe a nt\mber more wfll come the first regular minister for this
1
.soon become Christians.
s plendid church. The church Is fifty .years
old and has never had any church trouble!
Wyndnl H. Hudson, Coleman, Texas, April Brother White of San Marcos begins the an27: Sunday b'e fore last we preached in Cis- nual me e ting for the Leakey church the
-co, Texas, where there wer'c four baptisms last part of May. Leakey Is In the beautiand four restorations. Yesterday we spoke ful Frio Valley and on the Frio River, which
in McKinney a t both services and there wt-re are very picturesque-a fine place to spend
five restorations. All together we have seen your vacation. W e had a splendid work h e re.
16 added to the Lord since the fifth of this
month. Preparations are nearing completion
R. L. Roberts, 528
Boyce Street, Fort
for our return trip to Catholic Italy. Our Worth, T exas : I have resigned my work
travel fund Is still short.
with the Rosemont church in Fort Worth,
T exas, and will co nsid er worlt elsewh ere.
K. 1\J. Kelly, Box 436, Alic e, Tex~s . April During the 18 months I was with them, 87
27: Th e church h ere recently c losed one of were added to the memb_ership. A new buildthe best m eetings In its history. There were ing was erec ted at a cost of about $4 0,000
six baptized and seven restored. Guy N. that is easily worth $60,()00. I am interes t e d
Woods did the 'preaching in an excellent in working with a church that is at p eace
way. Attendance and contributions are con- among th emselv es, and that wants the truth
tinuing to rise. Our mid-w eek Bible study preached without add ition or sub traction.
has not fallen under the one hundred a nd Any such church may write me at the above
fifty-six mark In some tim e . Robert _ R. ltd dress or call me at W A-7660.
Price will do the preaching in our fall m eeting.
·
Choice L. Bryant, 165 S. 15th Street, Sal e m, April. 24: APril 6 throu g h 19, I served
Buford Holt, 1621 Mitchell Stree't , Hum- the church in Albany,- Oregon, in a proboldt, Tenn esse e, April 27: Fin e crowds for tracted me e ting. Thi s campaign was deall services yesterday. One was baptized on stined to revive the con gregatio n-not to
April 1-9 and one restored April 15. This . teach the non-member. Th er e were e ight
makes a total of s ixteen baptisms and six cc;nfessions of error during the two weeks.
restorations since January 28, w,hen we ar- It is b e li eved much good was acco mplish ed
re-establishing
New
T es tament
rived to begin work with this congregation. toward
Brother Franklyn T. Puckett will do the Christianity in that congregat io n. The pospreaching in a m eeting here, May 24-31. All sibilities are great for a successful and
within driving distance of Humboldt a r e prospering ch urch o'f Christ in Albany, if
encouraged to assist us in thi s work. We the congregation ther e now will pursue the
Invite all who come through Humboldt, to proper course h enceforth.
worship with us at 1613 Mitchell Street.
Wilburn C. Hill, 130 Cleveland Av enue,
VI>'. H. Nlclools, Box 787, Columbus, T exas, Wichita, Kansas, April 22 : Since our last
April 25: Brother A. Chester Grimes of the r eport, three have b een baptized, four r e Heights Chu rch of Christ in Houston closed stored and four id entified here at . Cleveland
a meeting at Columbus, Texas, April 19th. Avenue. The worl<: is doing well and our
We had good outside attendance and · fine training program both for m en and women
s up port from the church at Columbus. Two is being well receive d and attended.
I
were baptized durin g this meeting. Brother helped with a mission effort at Norwich,
Grimes did some f in e preaching, both to Kansas, along with Brethren Ernest Finley
the alien s inn er and the church. The Heights a nd• J ames C. Bays; also of this c ity. One
church in Houston was kind enough to send was b apt ized and the interest was good. I
Brother Grimes out here for this meeting. have just closed a meeting at Hutchinson,
Brother Leon Locke of Hungerford, T exas , Kansas . Five w ere baptized and four repreaches in our meeting the last week In s tored a nd th e interest was ve·r y good.
July and th e fir st of August.
Brother Hartsell Johnson Is doing a good
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worl<: with the congregation. I go the first
of next week to Hooker, Oklahoma, for a
one-Sunday meeting. The congregation at
Dellrose · and Murdoclt which was started
here in Wichita a couple of months ago, by
this congregation, is making splendid progress. Our n ext effort will be our vacation
Bible school June 8-19. Brother Smith Kite
of Norwich, Kansas, is going to help us by
conducting music classes during the school.
Every congregation in Wichita seems to be
m a king spl endid progress and the future
looks bright for the work here.
Robert C. (B<>b) Copeland, Jr., Box 863,
Clarendon, T exas, April 24: Brother George
Wilkins of Eldorado, Oklahoma, concluded
a good meeting here last Sunday.
He
preached to the church since there were
thr.ee o.ther meetings in town. He did his
worl< we ll. I w ill start at Eldorado, Oklahoma, in a meeting April 26th, Lord willing. We are well along In our third year
with this congregation, and I would like
a change by September at the latest. Any
congregation wanting a sound gospel preach·
er who s tr es ses personal evangelism, may
contact me at the above address. The e ld·
t- r s here e ndorse my work, and any interested congregation may contact them for
reference. Have time for two more meetIngs in the summer.
Perry B. Cothum, 625 Lamar Avenue, Paris,
Texas , April 27: In the meeting at McAlester, Oklahoma, there were 28 responses; 18
for baptism. Alstone Tabor has done a fine
·wo rk th e re as local preacher. Palmer Whe.e ler did an excellent job of directing the
singing In the meeting for the Eastside
church In Duncan, Oklahoma, and Mack Stirman, local preacher, gave full cooperation.
I am now in a meeting with the church In
Clarksville, Texas. W. B. Barton, Jr., Is the
fine local man for this growing church. In
a ll of my meetings this spring the crowds
have been large. The churches seem to be
growing all over the country. John H. Banis ter begins with us Sunday. We plan a fine
meeting. Paul Epps, preacher for the W es t
Paris congregation, continues busy in local
work and singing for meetings. We plan a
joint vacation Bible · school when Delmar
Owens, former Paris boy, holds their me et ing, b egi nning May 31.
Dwni.Jt Jones, Box 14, Cordell, Oklahoma,
April 27: Two restorations at Lone Wolf,
Oklahoma, yesterday.
J. Wlllur<l 1\forrow, Fort Worth, T exas,
April 21: After eight years I have resign e d
my local work at the splendid Rosen Heights
ch11rch. I a m ready to hold gospel mee tings
n.ll the time. Please write or call me at
.2203 Azle Avenue, North Fort Worth, T exas, Phone Market 1603.
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Charles Estes, Sheffield, Alabama, April
20: One yo un g lady was baptized yesterday at Highland Park . Highland Park church
is located in the famous Muscle Shoals
City, within sight of th e new proposed
TVA h eadquarters to be moved here from
Knoxvil!'e. The b uil d ing is the on ly church
of Chri st building in this area on the n ew
super highway being built from Nashv ille
to Mobil e. We have plan s fo r a large new
auditorium facing th is hig-hway, which will
be passed by people from all over the wo rld.
V . J. Cullum, Oklah oma City, Oklahoma,
April 20: ·Yesterday, Brother J im Kinney of
t,he 12th and Drexel chu r ch , this city, con c luded a good m eeti ng w i th u s h er e at the
North Military Ch urch of Christ. We broke
a ll previous records in Bible study and ch u r ch
s ervic e attendance, b o th o n Lord's day and
t he week night attendances . Eight responded
to the gospel invitation: four were baptized,
three r es tored, and one r esto r ed and placed
membership. We give our heavenly F ath er
a nd J es u s Christ th e Sav ior, t h e g lory. If
you ·n eed a man for a gospel meeting, 'Jim
Kinney w!ll do the cause o f Christ good in
a ny community.
Frank J. Dunn, Dallas, Texas, April 22:
The m eeting with th e Hllicrest c hurch In
Corpus Christ! resulted in 36 responses, Including 20 baptisms . •Truman Spring is the
local pr eache r. This is one of the fastest
growing congregations In the brotherhood.
Our m eeting at Peak and East Side with
G . C. Brewer res ulted In thre e bapt isms and
three r estorations. We w ere greatly strengthe~ed by his m a rv elous teaching. L ast week,
I closed a m ee ting at Irvin g with 40 responses <af which seven wer e baptized.
Thomas Sullivan and Louis Hogu e assis ted
In a splendid m a nn er. Hoyt Bailey h as recently r esigned" thi s good work. His fine
tea-ching bore fruit In the m eeting.
John W. Hedge, 636 Kickapoo Street, Jacksonvill e, Texas, April 20·: Fr om April 5th
to 15th, I was with the chu r ch at Jal, New
Mexico, In a gospel m eeting during which
three heads of families w er e baptize d a nd
one was restored. We h ad extra fin'll attendance in both th e morning a nd eveni n g
se r vices with many visitors from near-by
church es in most all the services. Brother
Luke Shira preaches for the church at Jal
a nd the brethren there speak co mm endably
of his work. I am now at Eunice, New Mexi co, with Brother R. E. Griff i th, local minIster, in a meeting. Thi s meeting was b egun
on April 16th a nd w ill continue till the 26th.
The ser vices are well attended, th e interest
Is extr a good, and ou r hope for doing much
good Is high.
Robert Gordon Clement, Lib e rty, T exas,
Aprll 22: It was my pleas ure to spealt to
the church in Marlo w, Oklahoma, on the
12th. Good attendanc e both morning a nd
evening-one baptized and one restored to
his first love. We enter ed a mutual agreement to begin labor together May 1. We
antic ipate a pleasant work. Worship with
us when trav eling in South Central Oklahoma. Note our new address: 701 North 4th
Stree t, Marlow, Oklahoma. We are to be g in a gospel meeting with J am.es I;eFan of
Temple preaching Monday even ing. The au ditorium was filled l ast evening and thus
we anticipate a successful meeting. Clay bourn Umberfield, band a nd choral director
of the local schoo l s, is directing the s ing ing. He will be available for a few meetlngs this summer, if you desir e the services
of an excellen t song dir·ector. Contact him
now. Th e church here, as yet, has not se lected a man to work with them.
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w. Taylor Carter, 1501 New Hampshire,
Lawrence, Kansas, April 20: T he Sixth Annual Lawrence, Kansas, lectures closed last
Friday night with George Benson; president
of Harding College, Sea r cy, Arkansas, delivering th e final lectur e to a n audi ence of
abo ut 450 persons. Among t hi s g roup was
125 young people of high school and coll ege age from Kansas C ity, and Topeka,
Kansas, Lawrence and communities near
Lawrence. Other speakers on th e program
were Dale Hesser, Paul Faulkner, vVoodrow
Davidson, Hugo McCord and Wilburn Hill.
The church in Lawrence continues to grow.
Eight baptized and three p laced membership
in th e last month. Homer Hailey w ill be
with us in our summer meeting beglnning
May 31st.
G. W. Austin, 217 Ch ama Street, N. E., Albuqu e rque, New Mex ico, April 21: Since last
report, I h ave. been preacbing for a colored
co ngr egation in this city. They are making
!lOme progress , hut they are surrounded by
Baptists, and possibly a few other d enominations. A greater percentage of outsiders
atte nd the m eeti n gs than we g e n er a lly see
in the white churches. Last Sunday a young
man with a family, a former B aptis t , was
baptized.
His father-in-law,
a
Baptist
preacher, was converted some two or three
years ago. It seems that over half of the
co ngr egation was of that faith. I can understand their strong convictions and sympathize with them in their quest for th e
truth, having b ee n brought up in that faith
mys.e lf. Probably, the L ord is m a king use
of my former e rror t o convert others.
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K . .Ju. Ken,-, Alice, T exas: The church of
Christ here at Alice, Texas, should lik e to
hear from small congregations who are unable to support the preaching of th e gospel
in d es titute fields. We will send our evangelist for seve ral months to h e lp any worthy
ca u se. Please give number in congregation
and condition of work. Send all information
lo: E ld ers, Box 1228, Churc h of Christ, Alice,
T exas.
Herbert L. Coffman, 2208 Cleburne, Houston, T exas, April 23: The work at th e West
34th Street congregation in Houston is prog r essi ng nicely. We are just co mpl e ting the
purchase of a tract of land · w ith a house on
it that is adjacent to us. This now gives us
221 feet frontage and 310 feet d epth o n a
concrete sub- hibhway that connects US. 290
with U .S. 75 . . In the past year and a half,
ou r membership has more · than doubl ed . I
am presently t eaching a course on p e rsonal
work on Wednesday nights. The congregat ion has accepted this course with much enthusiasm in that the attendance has ris e n
75 pe r cent and they also are ooglnning to
do personal work in th e community. Startin g the first week in J'lme, Brother Warr e n
Branner of Boling, T exas, will l:>egln a seri es of m eetings with us. This m ee ting is
being extensively advertised by radio, newspaper, poster card, direct mail, and perso nal
visitatio n. We expec t some good results.

Richnrd "'-en~·er, 110 Division Stree t, Smyrna, T enn essee, April 13: This is my first
r epo rt since last s umme r. At that time we
installed a n ew gas heatin g .sys t e m, Ins ulated the building and the m en of the
L. L. Gieger, Tyl e r , T exas, April 20: Th e churc h painted the basement. This $2,00()1
work a t West Erw in Street ·is · showing improvem ent was paid t~r with th e surplus
stead y growth. Two were baptized yester - acc um".Ilated in the treasury in our first
day, one was r estore d a nd two placed mem- 15 months of work h er e. The balance in the
bers hip with u s. I was with Broth er James treasury when we cam e W!l-S $17. Brother
Scott a nd the Broadws.y church in Houston, Billy Nicks did the preaching and his faApril 1 to 12. Th e m eetin g was w ell at - ther, T. A. Nicks, l ed the singing in a 1\"0od
tended; two were baptized, four r es tored meeting for us in the fall. Brother 0. P .
a nd a number identified th emselves with Baird, ·wilmington, North Carolina, pr.each ed
that congregation. Brother Scott is a faith- one night in January. Smyrna Is assis tin g
ful evangelist a nd pleasant assoc iate. He h as I financia lly in the great work h e is doing
done and con tinu es to do a great work in there. Inter est and a ttendanc e at all s e rvHouston. Broth er Harvey Por t er , one of the ices continues high. One was r ecently · hapevan ge lists h ere, baptized f ive during my ab-: tized fr0m Sewart A ir Force Base which is
sence. Remember u s in your prayers. My n ext located h ere. Thr ee others in th e las t two
meeting is to be with the Cap itol Hill we eks have been baptized. Brother Edwa rd
c hurch in Oklahoma City, May 31 to June J. Craddock is to preach In our spri n g meet7. Thi s will be like going back home, for ' ing, May 17-24.
w e worked with these brethren fo r nearly
seven years before moving to Tyl er . BrothWlllnrd Collins, David Li pscomb College,
er Paul F. John sto n is the regular evange- Nashville, T ennessee, April 20: My f irst
list at Capitol Hill now. Brother Reuel Lem- meeting fo r 1953 c l osed l ast night. Du'rlng
mons is to be the guest evangeli st in our the ten services of the eight-day meeting
meeting from June 7 to 14.
w ith the Church Str eet congregation in
L ew isburg, T enness ee, there were 38 bapDow Wilson, Box 2427, Philrich Branch, tized and four restored. 1157 attended SunBorger, T exas : Th e church h er e at Buna- day sch oo l the l ast d ay of the m eeting,
vista (near Borger), is progressing· very: w hich su rpassed the all-time r ecord by 10'3.
well. I have been working with these breth- Ov e r 1400 were pr esent for the las t Sunday
r en a year and have enjoye d a pleasant and m orn in g service. Paul Brown conducted the
profitable work. Brother A. G. Hobbs just s inging in an excellent way. Avis Wigg in s,
c lo sed a fine meeting h ere with us. Th ere who preaches for this chu rch, moved to
weye · three to confess wrongs and then Lewisburg six years ago. The Sunday school
three were baptize d. Brother Hobbs suffered atten dance has jumped from an average of
a heart attack last fall and this m ee ting 246 per Sunday in 1946 to an ave r age at was his first oRe since 'then. He is gaining tendance of 700 per Sunday in 1952, and it
his h ealth back and should be able to be go- is st ill grow ing. Contr ibu tion s h ave jumped
ing again at full speed as soon as he l earns from $300 to $750 per Sunday. Th e church
to regulate his di e t. We appreciated his good building was en larged some four year s ago
work. Brother 0 . F. Shewmaker l ed th e. but it is overflowing again . This is my home
singin g and was a great h elp in p ersonal congregat ion , and it was a r eal joy for me
work. The church here is sending me to to work in the m eeting. , I am th a nkful for
Pekin, Ill in ois, for a meeting with a small this unusual g rowth. Thi s congregation's
group of Christians who have just started influence is being felt over a wide area.
meeting. From there I will go to Spartan- Brother Wiggins and m a ny others really
burg, South Carolina, for a mission meet- did a good job in preparing for the meet[ ing with the Beaumont church. I will be Ing, and It was a pleasure to be associated
go ne all the month of Ma\y in that work.
with him in this effo rt.
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Fred c. B<>slutrt, 1928 Arizona, Dallas,
Texas, April 9: Maryland Avenue Church
of Christ conoluded a gospel meeting April
8. Six were baptized •b efore and during the
meeting.
W. L. Vessels, Charles Boshart
and Fred C. Boshart did the preaching. Henry Lee Foster led the song service. My son,
Charles, did most of the preaching.
H.e
plans to teach and preach in Wyoming during the summer months. If interested in
this communicate with him, addressing
Charles Boshart, Station ACC, Box 100, Abilane, Texas, before May 15. Mrs. Boshart
and I enjoyed a recent five state visit, observing apparent .progress of the Lord's
church.
Ten years ago we helped in a
small way at Omaha, Nebraska, and now
learned they are self-supporting. Vacation
Bible c!'rchool plans for night classes are
being studied. Maryland Avenue Church of
Christ building is located at Maryland and
Garza Streets, Dallas, Texas.
W. S. Boyett, 1416 North Hudson, Altus,
Oklahoma: We h ave just recently closed a
meeting iri which Silas Howell of Llano,
Texas, did the 'p1·eachlng. Brother Howell
formerly served this church as preacher,
and hill r etu rn vis it was very pleasant and
much good was done. Five were baptized,
two identified and one restored. The work
here is very pleasant and our effort to reach
the los t is bei,ng increased more and more.
Within the past two years we hav.e iacreased
our program of work outside · of Altus from
zero to where it will ·soe n b e more than
seven hundre d dollars per month. We are
t>ending $35.00 ··p e r week to Headrick, Oklahoma, a nd we are looking for a good man
to send to Bu'ffalo, Oklahoma, where we
have committed curselves to th e ·amount of
$200.0{) p er month.
Thi s churcl:\ has also
spent almost $2,o-oO.OO on a building and
preacher's home for the colored brethren
and we are h e lping· them support their
preacher to the s um of $30.0'0 per week.
Laverne and Buffalo are In Harper County
in the northwest part of the stat e. Brother
Odell Weatherford is at Laverne and he is
doing a fine work. Buffalo has only twenty-seven members, but they have built a
$13,000.00 building within the past year and

only owe $4,000.00.
They have committed beginning April -13, then from there tD
themselves to the support of a preacher for Green Forest, Arkansas, on April 27 for ten
$150.00 monthly. Churches In this section nights. Our radio broadcast is bearing much
of the state are very small and need much fruit. This is truly ' a great 'mission field.
help. We feel that Laverne and Buffalo both Many precious y ears hav ~ been lost wander·
offer a splendid opportunity.
With the ing In the wilderness, mainly due to a lack help of God we hope to be able to do mor• of competent aTld qualified preachers. Many
at home and abroad. ·
people receiving the truth with readiness
of mind a.s demonstra-ted by the phenomenal
Bnsil c. Dornn, P. 0. Box 186, Ferris, Tex- growth that the church has m ade. Last
as, April 2: Tuesday night last brought Novemb e r a year ago w hen we accepted
to a
clo's e a
very profitable and a •the work h ~re, there were about seventymo s t _enjoyabl~ meeting with the Church fiv.e m e mb e rs, with a shabby building and
Street congregation in Mobile, Alabama. a contribution of around seventy dollars per
Th e Lord wonderfully blessed this meet- Sunday. Today we have a n ew building with
ing with ten responding to the gospel adequate classrooms.
The attendance last
invitation. Seven were baptized and three Lord's day was 262 with a contribution of
w ere restor ed. Brother Paul lL Epps add ed $355. We give the Lord the glory for this
much to the meeting in directing the song growth a.nd press on to greater efforts in
worship.
Brother L. Daniel Harless, the the Master's service. When in this vicinity
prese nt minister for this good congregation, visit with us.
The church Is located on
is doing a great work. He Is one of the U. S. Highways 62 and 65 in Bellefonte, Ark~
gr eatest servants of the Lord it has been ansas.
my privilege to meet. This was my third
m ee ting with this goo.d church. During my
absence, the pulpit was occupied by Breth- FOR SALE: Church of Christ, Dumas, Texr e n Sam H. Crawford, an elder of the Pearl as, hae church furniture to dispose of on
and Bryan congregation In Dallas, James B. their moving into new quarters-; consisting
Scott, minister for the Broad~ay congrega- of 20-Twelve foot yellow pine pews with
,tion in Houston and Clyd~ P. Findlay, min - matching communion
table a nd pulpit
iste r for, the Pearce and Baldwin congre- stand. Bou gh t fr om L. L. Sarn a & Sons some
gation in Houston.
Th e congregation en- e ight years ago in go od sound c ondition,
joyed the association of thes e men. The showing some normal wear. WlU want .to
work h ere seems to be making some prog- dispose of th-i s around the first of June.
ress. Our radio broadcast, "The Gospel in Priced at a bargain for congregations in·
Song" may be h eard each Sunday morning terested. Can be see n at any time, or eonat 8:15 over statio n KGKO, 1480 on your tact A. L. BAER, Box- 5-18, Dumas.
r adio dial. When you come our way, vi s it
with us.
Pierce A.r1mus, 624 N. Lucille, Harrison,
Arkansas, April 6: Yesterday was another
good day for the cause of Ch rist at Bellfoote.
F 'o ur baptisms and one restoration
w i th overflowing crowds at both morning
and even in g services. Our spr ing meeting
starts May 4 and con.tinues through May 14.
Evangelist Cleo N. Blue will be the guest
speaker. If you are planning on vacationing
in the beautiful Ozarks this spring, plan to
attend this series of meetings.
My first
meeting wil l · be wLth the Omaha church

BROOKLY~,

NEW YORK

CHURCH 9F CHRIST

800 S. ~la_rks A venue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAM N. FRYER-Evangellat
ROGER W• HA.,VLEY-EvangeUst
Sundny-10:00 A.M. and ltcOO P.Jtl.
'Ved>lemlay-7:30 P.M.
Phone: PResident 4-4736

CAic119~'

YOUNG'S ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DOWNTOWN

Almost 5,000,000 words; 311,000 lines of Biblical
quotations, and Word References. 1,268 pages
Literal translations of original Hebrew and Greek
Words. Provides 118,000 references not found in
any other concordance. E.very 'word arranged in
alphabetical order for quick reference. Every Hebrew and Greek Word printed in the original characters with pronunciation shown in English letters. All proper and geographical names appear
in alphabetical order with description and history.
Four features instantly available: 1. The original
Heorew or Greek of any word. 2. Its literal meaning. 3. A correct exegesis. 4. Parallel passages.
For readers everything is made clear. An appendix provides an account
of recent discoveries in Bible Lands. 9 inches wide, 111,4 inches deep,
and 3 inches thick.

Central YMCA Auditorium
19 S. LA SALLE ST.
.

.

Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Worship, 11:00 A.M. and 2:00 P~M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30P.M.

Price, $10.00 (With Thumb Index, $11.00)
Fm.M FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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· murmR ·Eouw:l\'lENT· co. ,

.

B,e l ton ~ Texas·.~.

· .

Tuesday, May 5, 1953 ·

FIRM

FOUNDATION

Page Th-irteen

Paul T. Dunuu, 35 Piedmont Avenue, 1 Steamship and from Le Harve, France, the
Charleston, South Carolina, April 13: Two j rest of the journt!y will be by airplane. The
were baptized at yesterday's services. The work at Brainerd goes along in a fine way.
work In Charleston moves along · nlcely. We Our crowds are large an d the Interest is
will try to contact all whose names we good. I baptized one man last Sunday. One
receivt! who are stationed in the Charleston placed membership with NS today.
area, either in the Navy or Air Force.
J. Emmett Wainwrlgbt, 1330 South 3rd
Jnmes 1~. ~IIller, Orlando, Florida, April Street, Las Vegas, Nevada, April 1: Brother
15: T:~e cause continues to move forward Bedwell baptized Brother Joe Petty, formerin Orfundo. Since Brot>her DeHoff's meeting ly of Cordell, Oklahoma. Two couples placed
last month, three have been baptized and membership and more of the "scattered
bovernment
one has come !rom the Christian church. sheep" returned to the fold.
We have completed the purchase of· a two- transferring some fine persons to this field,
acre lot on Par Avenue which Is the divid- AEC and Nellis Base. Largest attendance
Class studies being enIng line between College Parle and Winter last Lord's day.
Park In the northern part of Orlando and larged and intensified. Ben LaMunyon of
are making plans for the third congrega- the auditor's office of AEC and Arva Shields
tion. Our contribution to this end last Lord's were united In mardage Saturday. They
da.y was eleven hundred dollars. The Holden plan to make this their home. We are · exHeights congregation where Jerry Belchlck pecting J. Ridley Stroop of Nashville to be
preaches, baptizes someone almost every here during June, July and August. I am
vreek o.nd they are growing splendid ly. Our Ito spend the summer assisting groups In
radio program continues on WORZ at 7:00 the Los Angeles area.
a, m ., Monday through Friday.
Idus England, Houston, Texas, April 14:
L A. Douthitt, 8 North Tuxedo Avenue, The North Houston oongregation began usAp-ril 5: ." Tonight, April 5th, Brother L. C. ing their new auditorium Sunday, April 5,
Anderson of Nashvllle, Tennessee, and I will ·and also began a meeting with C. E. · Me·
take a piane and start our journey to Pal- Gaughey on that date. The building seats a
estine. This will be my third trip to the little over 800 and there was an estimat ed
La11,ds of the Bible: I am expecting this to 700 at the first service. All previous recbe the greatest trip of my life. We wiH ords were broken, both attendance and convisit several countries tRrough Europe, and
.Our Greece, Egypt, Lebanon and Syria, but
th\3 main part .;>f our two -month trip is
be In Palestine. I want to give plenty
of time to ~:evisit the sacred places and
re-study the land where so many Important
events transpired. I ho1 e to return better
informe d and abl e to do better work than
I have ev~r b een able to do before. We will
ESSENTIALITY OF BAPTISM
cross tbe Atlantic on the .United States

tributlon. During the meeting there were
63 responses, 21 of which were baptisms, one
restoration, four memberships, and the others we re members of this congregation who
confessed wrongs, negligence, indifference,
and otherwise asked the prayers of the
church. The use of the new auditorium
brought to a close nearly four years of
two Identical services on Lord's day mo=ing. We thank the · Lord fer his blessings
on our feeble efforts.

s. A. Ribble, Wellman, Texas: We have
just closed our first year of work with
the small church of Wellm.a n. During the
twelve months of very pleasant work, there
have been about thirty responses t<> the
gospel invitations. Ten ltave been restorations and memberships. Sixteen have l>een
baptized by me during the paart three
months.
Four were baptil<ed during the
meeting last April, held by Brother B0cbby
Hoover. The last group, eleven ()(/. the sixteen, were baptized during our Lecture Services, from March 29th through April 5th.
Our attendance was fine, and · the speakers
d e livered good gospel Instruction throughout the en tire series. Our house Is too smail,
and if, and when, we can get a orop in this
drouthy country, we will try to get a mor_e
adequate building.
Our work is peaceful
and harmonious. To God be the praise for
alL

to

WARREN-BALLARD DEBATE

JlllEWPORT Nl!lWI, VmGil'UA

Church ot Chrtllt meets at Catalpa Avenue
and Kecoughtan Road. Route SO, between
Newport News and Hampton, VIrginia. Telephone %2037 Newport News. A.ddre~e 1124
:Uth S'treet, Newport News, VIrginia, B. H.
Atkinson, Minister.

DISCUSSED. Contains material
on the EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT and on the inspiration of Mark
16:9-20 that is found in no other debate.
Pre-publication price $2.00-After June 1, $2.50
ORDER FROM-

TELEGRAM BOOK CO.
608 Peardale Lane

Longview, Washington

HARDING COLLEGE ANNOUNCES

THE TRUE ECONOMY
OF LASTING SATISFACTION
Leading churches all over
America offer testim-ony to
the true economy of long
service and lasting satisfaction, ali achieved in Bodiform
pews, chancel furniture, architectural woodwork, and
folding chairs by American
Seating Company. Write to
us in detail about your requirements.
DEPARTMENT II Z4

AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY
World'• tudor in Public SeaUna
2939 Conton SL. DoHnl, Tons

A

L E N D IN G

LI-BRA R Y

S E R VI C E

PARENTS-Would you like to know more about the growth of your children and how to
contribute the most to their spiritual development?
BIBLE TEACHERS-Hove you wished for help in understanding your pupils and what may
be exp~cted of the, cge group you teach?
CHRISTIAN LEADERS-Have you felt the need for suggestions as to how to corry on a
more efficient teaching program in your congregation?
THE HARDING LENDING LIBRARY has been established to a ssist you with these ...,d
ather problems in the field of Christian Education.

Write to the Harding Lending Library, Searcy, Arkansas,
for folder giving details of this service.

.
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PHILLIPS-ABBOTT DEBATE

ltl. E. Blake
March 16-19 it was my pleasure to moder ate for Brother Murphy D. P hillips in a
d ebate with Chester Abb ott, of the United
Pentecos ta l Church. Mr. Abbott is one of
their ablest debaters, but even with the aid
of h is fath er, Mark Abbott, who is a power
among th em , Mr. Abbott was in n $ wise a
match for the truth as presented by Brother
Phill ips. The debate was held in the Hillcres t Church of Christ meet ing hou se in
Carlsbad, New Mexico, and was conducted
·on a h ig h plane. Both disputants conducted
themselves as gentlemen an d order prevailed
throughout the four night discu JOsion. The
propositions briefly stated were:
Three

Persons in the God h ead; and Prayer Has
No Part In An Alien Sinn er's Convers ion.
Brother Phillips affi rmed : The United Pentecostal Church is the Tru e Church; an d
Jesus' Name Only is to be Used In Baptiz In g . Brother ' Phillips denied. Throughout
the debate, Brother Phillip s defended the
trulh w ith power and persuasion.
If any congregation n eeds a man to defend the truth again st this sect, United
Fen tecostal Church, the elders of the Hillcrest Church of Christ, as well as otl;ler cong-regations here, are r eady to endorse Broth er biu r phy D . Phillips' defimse, and it is my
opinion that no more ab l e man could be
fou nd.
Th e v is ible r esults following the
debate were one baptis m, one restoration
and one placed membership with th e Hillcrest congregation.

-------0------BAPTISTRY PAINTINGS

A VISI'.r TO CALiFORNIA

Work Fully Guaranteed
Prices Reasonable

Glenn L. Walluee

The fri ends of the Lord's work w ill be
interested in the program of the Central
Church in L on-g Beach, California. It was
Route 1, Seymour, Texas
my privil ege to spend the month of J an u ary
w ith this congT egation. While th e re I became acqu a in·ted with so m e of the pro bl ems
COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
lthese people have had to solve in the develWe keep on hand regularly a supply of opmen t of a church program.
Ce n t r al cong·regation, lo cated at 5th and
fr esh, pure unleavened bread tor communion
purposes. Eleven waters to the small car- Atlantic, h as the physical e quipm ent to make
ton and three o! these cartons to the lar•er it o n e of th e great congregations of that
carton-all carefully sealed so It will. keep area. Th e pr esent l ead er s hip i s d etermined
Indefinitely. Every congregation should hav• ·th a t the church s h a ll s t a nd in the front
on hand
good supply at all tlmea. Price · with loyal co ngr egation s of tha t ar ea to
comba t the ev ils of mo.d ernis m and sec Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
ta ri a nism that is threatening the work in
Finn Fouadatton Publlshlng Hou•e
m any places. For years this congr egatio n
Austin, Texas
was under th e co mple t e c;lomination of Er-

W. A. PARSONS

a

BAPTISMAL TROUSERS
Regular Style. These trousers are made from
double-texture material throughout. With a fine pure, black gum on the outside.

Guaranteed

thoroughly waterproof. Light rubber boots attached. Specify boot size, 8, 9, 10, 11, or 12 when
you order. Price now $38.00.
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nest Beam and his compromising l eadership.
In time the m embe rship came to have many
people who were only half converted. Within the last two years Ernest Beam has left
:the church and is now preaching for a digress ive congregation . S evera l of the lead ers who were , leaders und er E'rnest Beam
are now working w ith Christian churches
in that area. The church is now free from
this d~sturbing e l ement of compromise.
On June 1, Bud Irvine will begin work as
an evangelist with the Central congregation . Bud has done an outstanding work
with the church in Baytown, Texas, and
those who know h im a nd his stand for the
.:t ruth will rejoice in his decision to go to
the Central Church in Long Beach. Brother
Irvine h as worked in Southern California
and his influence and tal ents will be a vaJuable asset to that whole area..
Tom W. Phillips, Warner's Th eatre .,Bldg.,
Suite 607-11, 7th and Hill, Los Angeles 14,
California, April 7: Apr il 5th b r ought one
of the largest morning audiences in the history of the 600 N. Ross~ore, Hollywood,
California , co n gregation.
Th e co ntribution
was $2 75.00. Both th e attendance and offerin g sho w th e Hollywood church to be in a
h ealthy condition.
Dr. Wade Ruby and
J ames Smythe are co -minist e rs.. After havin g been with thi s congregation since July
of 1942, I rejoi e.e to see it beginning to
co m e into its own as a credit to the cause
of Ch ri st. My mother, Mrs. T. W. Phillips,
Sr., is n ow seventy -two y ears of age and is
in th e best of hea lth. She lives h e r e in
Southern California with u s.
Cecil E. Hill, 1111 West Mulberry, San
Antonio, Texas, April 20: Th e work here
continues to be inte regting, progressing and
c h a llengin g . Our growth h as been gradual
and substant ial. For several months we had
o ur services earl ier than is c u s tomary but
one month ago we changed back to the regula r t ime: Bible s chool 9:45; worship services 10: 45 a.m. and 7: 30 p.m. Ou r own -memb ers li l<ed th e earli e r time better but it was
a g r eat disappointment to our visitors and
we h ave a good number all the time. In
fac t , thi s is one of the most interesting
things about gospel work in the Alamo
City. Brother C: E . McGaughey's r ecent
meeting w ith us was on e of the very best
we h ave ever h ad . Hi a influence . was very
fin e for the congr egation. He h as promised
to r eturn at th e earli e st date possibl e. If
you visit in San A ntonio, you will en joy
wo.r shipping with the Bf'acon Hill congr egation.
Lloyd Fretlerlck, 926 Poindexter, Cleburn e,
Th e G ranbury Stree t c hurch conT exas:
tinues to go forward in a v e ry encou r aging
way.
We hav e been able to break our
Bib l e school attendance records for the past
seven out of eigh t Su ndays. Our contributions h ave bee n rising also each month.
Th ese things h ave been m a d e possible b ecau se our m e mb ers hav e a mind to work.
We are only e ig ht months old but have en joye d a s t eady grow th from our beginning.
A la dy who was a Primitive Baptist was
baptiz e d into Chris t last Lord's day.
Recently it h as b een my privilege to speak
o n lectureships at Rio Vi sta, Joshu a , and
G l e n Ros e. On Wednesday night, May 6, I
slfall be on the l ec tureship at Worth Heights
· in Fort ·worth. Brother Ralph Starling ot
Stephenville, T exas, will be with us in a
gospe l meeting the first weelt In May. Worship with us whenever you are In Cleburne.
We are locat ed on the corner of Grantiury
and Turner Streets, near the slte and campus of the ~ld Clebarro Christian College
in the norhtwestern section of Cleburne.
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A TRAINING SCHOOL

Th ousands of letters from listeners in
1\larvine Kelley, 9th and Norman, Ray.some forty states, parts of Canada and Mex - mondville, T exas, April 23: I know of a midico, requesting cop ies of the sermons, hav e d l e - aged preacher, a. f amily man vyith three
On the evenings o_f April 13 and May 1-2,
been received. Free copies of the sermons children, who is interested in moving to the
the church of Christ of Hondo, Texas, will are available to those who write for them.
northern part of the United States. He is
spo n sor a training school for Bible school
Th e Central Christian College A Capella not a college graduate but has thre e years
teachors.
chorus, of Bartlesvi lle, Ol,lahoma, w ill be on his degree. He has been preaching nine
The n1eetings will open with a prayer fol- the g n est singe r s on The Gospel Hour, Sun - years and can furnish references from his
lowed by a lectur e each even in g· by an able day night, April 19th. The Harding Col- pres ent e ld er s, preaching brethren who
speaker. This part of the. work will be un- lege Chorus of Searcy, Arkansas, will b e
knew him and the e ld ers from the churches
der the supervision of Brother A. H . Maner the guest singers on the broadcast of May 3.
he served before. If there is anyone interof Grove Avenue churcl1 of San Antonio and
Any congregation in terested in having fel- ested, please write me. The elders at th e
Brother H. M. Melton who 'is the minister lowship with Brother Howard in this work church of Raymondville have agreed to send
at Hondo.
of preaching the gospel by radio to a great me on a mission meeting this year.
Any
The teachers from the Bible sc hool of the part of North America, may write th e elders church desiring a meeting ·who -are not able
Grove Avenue church of San Antonio have! of the Walnut . Street church in· Greenville, to pay for it will please contact my elders.
consent£-d to teach in th e training school.
Texas. More assistance is · now needed in l have time for a fall meeting. If you ar
The following l evels will be taught :
this work.
interested, please contact me.
Pre-school: by ·Mrs. Loyd Rutledge and
Mrs. C. R. Parks.
SELF-PRONOUNCING TEXT
Primary: by Mrs. 0. V . Lamb and Mrs.
CONCORDANCE
J , H. Newberry.
------Specimen of Type - - - - - Junior: by Mrs. Edna Riley and Mrs. E.
75,000 REFERENCES
'T"HEN the word of the LORDI
T . E lwo·od.
COLORED MAPS
.:arne -to Jehu -tthe son of
Intermediate : by Mrs. Clint Howell and
FAMILY RECORD
against
say~
Guy Strain.
Size 8% x 5'h in •
• H igh School: by Mrs. H. M. Melton and
Charl es 'l' ipps.
THE "SUPERB" SERIES
Adult Class: by Brother A. H. Maner and
Superb type, extra large and bold, dnd amazingly easy on the eyes, yet
elders from Grove Avenue church.
----0•---contained in Bibles that are easily handled and scarcely larger than most
ordinary type edHions. Ideal for the home, the study or the library. Each
THE GOSPEL HOUR BROADCAST
Bible contains a large type combined concordance and subject index,
A series of sermo n s o n "The . Second Com 75,000 center references, 16 pages of colored maps, a calendar for daily
ing of Christ," "The Millelinium", and "The
Bible Reading and Family Record. Size 8'.4 x 5% x 13/s inch thick.
Ju dgement T o Com e" will be hea-r d on The
Gospel Hour Broadcast, beginning Sunday, 4601: Bound • in fine grain Leatheroid, flexible covers , (not overlapping) round corners, gold
O
stamping, red under gold edges, headbands and ribbon marker, boxed __, ....._.. .,____, ___..- ..... _..__ ...........
April 19th.
Th e Gospe l Hour is cond u ct-ed by V. E. l
4690: Bound in genuine French Morocco leather, morocco grain, flexible overlapping covers,
Howar d, with the fe llo wsh ip of several con- round corners, gold stamping, red under gold edges, headbands a!'d ribbon marker, boxed .................
g r egatio n s , und er th e dir ec tion of the elders
of the Walnut St. church in Greenville, T exULTRATHIN INDIA PAPER EDITIONS
as.
Th e broadcas t is h ea rd each Sunday
The finest Bibles for Ministers & Church Workers
night, 9 :30 t o 10:00 (Central Standard Tim e )
You have never before seen so large a type in a concordance Bible so slimly compact and
over XEG, 1050 kc, the 150,000 watt "voice
light of weight. These lovely editions contain all the features listed above but because
of North America:• in Monterrey, Mexico.
they are printed on fine ultrathin India Paper, they are only Ys inch thick and weigh just
24 ounces.
·M rs. Jack Shaq•

L-!-

iJ{a-na!ni

Ba-ash!a,

$7-.5

$11.00

A4690,

Bound in genuine French Morocco Leather, morocco grain, flexible overlapping

~~v;~~· ~~~~e~, C:~;~s·..:~~~-- - ~~-~:~-~-=:-~~---~-~~~.'.. . :~. ~ -~-~=~~·--- ~~~~~~~-~.'. . .~".-~ . $14.00
1

A4694: Deluxe edition .· Bound in Real Morocco Leather, fine grain, soft f!exible overlapping
covers, round corners, full leather lining, gold stamping, red under gala edges,
headbands and ribbon marker, boxed
...... ,_.._____, ...._...._...------------·--Thumb index on any Bibl ~ $1.00 extra

$18.00

LARGE TYPE IN A SMALL BIBLE
Here is the thinnest and light.e st Bible made with
blackface brevier type. This delightful edition,
printed on ultrathin india paper, is only o/a inch
thick and weighs just 13 ounces. Slips easily into
lhe coat pocket. Page size 7 x 4112 in.
-Specimen of Type----

- - - S p ecime n of Type----

ud ~~n: -but the:v Came with'

and si!diSn :-but tbeio eame with
one accord to him, and, having
made. BJis!tUs the ld!lg's_c~

one accord to him, and, having
made Bla$%s the kjpg'f!.,~

A1991: Bound in genuine French
Morocco Leather, morocco grain, flexible overlapping covers, round corners,
gold stamping, red under gold edges,
headbands and ribbon marker,
boxed _,,.,,.,.,_,,_.. ..... __,_,, ,......... .

A62PS: Bound in genuine French
Morocco leather, morocco grain,
flexible overlapping covers, round
corners, gold stamping, re8 under
gold edges, headbands
and ribbon marker, boxed

A1994: Deluxe edition. Bound in Real
Morocco Leather, fine grain, soft flexible ove'r lapping covers, round corners,
full leather lining, gold stamping, red.
und&r gold edges, headbands aRd ribbon marker, boxed. Specify black, dark
blue or maroon
binding -·---------·---·-------~----·----·-·

A64PS: Deluxe edition. Bound in
Real Morocco Leather, fine grain,
soft flexible overlapping covers,
round corners, full leather lining,
gold stamping, ·red under gold
edges, headbands and r i b bon
mark.;r. The thinnest and most
flexible T e sIam en I made with
blackface brevier type.

$6.75

Information

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

Hedge, Representativo

THIN TESTAMENTS WITH PSALMS
Amazi ngly thin volumes, printed on ultrathin India
Paper, thai wi ll slip into a man's inside jacket
pocket without a sign of a bulge . Only '14 inch
thick ond weigh just 4 ounces. Blackface brevier
type, self-pronouncing . Page size 6'.4 x 4 in.

$11.00

Thumb Index $1.00 extra

-

$4.25.

Boxed ·-

-- ..--· -·-·---·---

$7.50

•
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lster for the Lord. Most of these yea.rs were
spent in South Central Oklahoma wit~
/.A:~ ~
f~~
churchPs of Christ at Santa Fe, Elmore
~
~»ax'
City, County Line, Pernell, _and Comanche.
...,....
Being .born at Lehigh, Indian Ter~itory,
March 8, 1893, he had recently passed his
sixtieth birthday. Besides his good wife,
LANDON-Brother Elves Leonard Landon; Brother Landon is su rvived by one daughminister. for the church of Christ, Monu- ter, Mrs. Kenneth Eck , Healdton, Oklahoma;
ment, .New Mexico, suffered a heart attack one sister, Mrs. Dixie Wright, Linda Vista,
while cenduct!ng services at the regu-lar California; several half-sisters and one halfmorning worship April 5. He was taken brother; a nd two grandsons, Alan and Mark.
Jmmedlately to the hospital but died l).bout Services were conducted at the West Main
two hours later. Brother Landon had been Church of Christ, Healdton, by the writer,
with the M-onument church three years, ass!st<Jd by J . U. Bristow, Comanche, and
ending_ about thirty years as a gospel min- Woodrow Hughes and Bennie Beal, Heald-

I

__

1D
.f

.wJ

I
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ton. Burial services were held at Elmore
City ce.:metery. Brother Landon was one of
my first' new acquaintances among ministers .
after I began preaching. He a.nd Sister Landon were by the offlc.;) f•r a · short visit
just three weeks before his death. To be
sure there Is a great loss to be borne, but
great Influence left behlnd will bear fruit
for many years. And so passes another constan t soldier of the Christ.
L. Ill. O'NEAL
Velma, Oklahoma.

*

*

SCOTT-George Lee Scott was born November 12, 186·8, in Lee County; VIrginia.
He came to Texas in 1.941. H.& lived In or
near Frisco after coming to Texas.
He
paslied away at McKinney, Texas, April U,
and
buried In Frankfort community
in north Dallas County, April 18, 1953.
Brother Scott was a roemb'e r of the- Frisco
Church of Christ, where he attended regularly as his health permitted. The funeral
was held In the Staley Funeral Home In
FriSco, the writer being the speaker. Brother Scott leaves no known relatives. The Odd
F ·e nowe had charge ot the gr·aveslde serv.
ioes.
ROBERT J. KELLER
Frisco, Texas.

was

*

America's Quality
Favorite among

HILL--Wilmer Grove Hill was one of the
finest Christian men tha.t ever graced the
earth. He was baptized Into Christ in 1922
by A. R. Holton and followed steadfastly In
the footsteps of our Lot"d. During his thirty-one years in the churoh of our Lord, he
was absent from th e Lord's supper less than
six times. His first work, after his con- version, was to convert his wife, who at that
time was a very devout Presbytex:ian, a.
teacher In that denomination. His efforts
to convert others were juet a.s untiring
and forceful. His· influence for good in the
town of Kemp, Texas, where he spent most
of his life, shall be remembered by a great
host of friends; and shall continue to bring
forth fruit unto God.
WILSON M. COON
Dallas, Texas

Teachers' Bib·les
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No other Teachers' Bible in this
price range contains all these
features:
'-

Persian Morocco binding, overlapping covers • Leather
lined, fully flexible
India paper, red under gold
edges • Handy page size, 4%x7 inches • Only 15716
of an inch thick • Contains References, Concordance,
Maps, plus selected Teachers' Helps
CLEARBLACK
type, self-pronouncing-approved by eye-spec!alists!

the t{ue vine, and my
I2 AM
Father is the husbandman.
Every branch in me that
beareth not fruit he taketh
away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that
it may bring forth more fruit.
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HOBSON-Nettie Eddleman was born May
30, 1877. She was married November 1, 1902,
to Tfll Hobson. To this union were born
eeven children, three boys and four girls.
She died March 3, 1953. - Sister Hobson left
this world to be with her Lord. She obeyed
the gospel in young girlhood and lived only
for God and his church all these years. She
had been In failing- health for two years,
yet she never missed a service. Just a few
!lours· before she died, she said to tell Brother Powell that she could not be at Bible
c lass tomorrow.
So like a ship that has
l eft its moorings and sails bravely out to
sea so some one dear has sailed away in
calm serenity, . b;,t there's a promise of a .
greater joy than earth could have In store
for _ God has promised a richer life beyond
that unseen shore. Our prayer to h er loved
ones and friends is to live as she did for
lthe •weet hope s h e did so lool< forward to.
ONE THAT KNOWS AND LOVED HER
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W. M. DAVIS
Washing Of Regeneration
Paul says, "Not by work of rig-h teousness which we have
done, but ~ccording to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, ;tnd renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus
3:5). No one who believes the Bible has the Idea that the
meritorious cause of salvation is human works. Salvation is
not by man's wisdom and planning. In the New Testament
certain conditions are prescribed in order for man to be
saved, but the saving power is not In the conditions.
Faith without Christ is worthless . It is not the ac~ of believing that justifies the sinner, but the obj ect be believes
in, which is Christ. He can have faith in everything else,
but without faith in Chdst the sinner cannot be saved. And
the same thing is true concerning baptism. Baptism without
regard to Chris t is worthless. This act must be done in the
name of Christ or It is not obedience. Even prayer without
the name of Christ is in vain.
So salvation is not by works of righteousness which we
have done. God saves us by his m ercy. Then Paul adds "by
the washing of regeneration and r e newin g of th e Holy Ghost."
There is no difference between what Paul says h ere, and
what Peter says in Acts 2:3 8, which reads : "Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of J esus Christ f.or
the remission of sins, a nd ye s ha II receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost."
Just to be dippsd in water is not of itself the baptism
commanded in the New Testament. It must be in the name
of Christ for the r e mission of sins, befo re it is baptism. There
is no such ..thing as baptismal regeneration . Men a r e regene rated by the mercy of God through Christ. B,u t to carry out
the purpose of God 's m'er cy in Christ, sinners must be baptized . Ananias said to Saul . of Tarsus, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, callin g on th e nam e of the
Lord" (Acts 22:16). If preaching and practicing baptism as a
condition of salvation is wa ter regeneration , t hen that is
just what P aul preached and practiced. But th e apostles did
• not preach water salvation. They preached salvation in Christ,
and the way to get into him is by baptism (Gal. 3:27).
Righteous Prosperity
W hen a man t a lks about prosperity, as a us ual thing we
do not know what h e is talkin g a·bout. A great many p~ople
do not k!l ow the diff eren ce be tw een prosperity a nd adversity.
I guess the prodiga l son thought h e was prosperous when he ·
got the po rtion of good s that fell. to · him, and took his
journey into a far country. He r ealized the dream of his
heart-reached th e goal of· his ambit.i on. And that is so often
called prosperity. Buf tru e prosperity is determined, not

only by gaining our objects, but by the character of the objects. Wha.t about a bank robber who robs one bank after
another without being caught? Is he prosperous? What of
the man who makes a fortune by dishonest methods?
The writ.e r of Psalms says, "The righteous shall flourish
like the palm tree; he shall gro,w like a csdar ·in Lebanon.
T.bose th1;J.t be plantsd in the house of the Lord shall flouriah
in the courts of our God" (Psalm 92:12, 13)._ This is a
description of true prosperity, It is not prosperity when a
man accumulates a fertune, but loses his soul. The palm
tree and cedar flourish because they follow the laws of God,
and the writer used 't hem as an emblem of the prosperity of
the rig-h teous.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

The Church And The Commuaity
Glenn L. Wallace
Romans 13:1-7
There are two extremes that are held by members of the
church on the relationship of the church to the comm-unity.
One group says that the church, being a spiritual institution,
belongs to God and that there can be no connection between
the Chri!ltian an the world. These people insist th·at a ~bris
tian is a temporary traveler liere with a task that should be
completely severed from the "powers that be" and all community life. Another view held by some Christians is that the
church" is a service organization ; a vessel of community action ; that Christians are members of a semi-religious order
and that a "chamber of commerce" attitude should prevail in
f!-11 that is done. The latter view would urge that such things
as major disasters, political pressure, racial betterment, scout ·
work, polio drives, and any and all community projects should
be made the heart of the church at work and ~ven supported
from the budget of the congregation. These people often insist that the "voice of the, church" should be heard in public
affairs all the way from the local precinct to the White House.
The truth is between the two extreme~. The church does
have a definite relationship to sustain to the community and
yet there is a line that should be draw n between th e mission
of the church and the service render ed by members to the
commu:sity life.

The 1\lission of The Church
If we are to know the true relationship of the church to

the community, we must understand the mission as outlined
in the New Testament. This plan will show that-the church is-
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divine in origin (Matt. 16:18), and was purchased with
Christ's blood (Acts 20:28). This blood-bought institution has
a definite mission and all the machinery necessary to carry
it out is provided by command and example.
The · church organization consists of elders and deacons
(Phil. 1:1, 2). This is die only dlass of officers in the church
and the authority of the elders extends only to the local
congregation fn which they are selected to serve. 'Fthe evangelist is not an officer, and he al_o ng with any other members
employed to work, is under the oversight of those who secure his services.
Three major works make up the program of the church.
First, each congregation should seek to keep the local membership edified, strong and loyal. Second, the church should
reach out to other communities and lands where the gospel
is unknown with a program of evangelization. Third, the
distressed should be given help and provisions, especially
those who are of the "household of faith." There is an obligation to provide help to those outside of the church but
the restrictions upon such a work are clearly evident in the
New Testament plan. The church has neither the numbers
(it will never be in the majority) nor the machinery for
world-wide relief work. The church should attempt only that
which she can do and supervise.
We can see how this mission was carried out by looking at
a few examples in the New Testament plan. When a famine
arose in apostolic times, money was raised by Christians and
sent to· Christians to be administered by the elders, the only
class of supervisors that the church can recognize (Acts 11:
3 0"). Elders today have the right· and privilege to call upon
sister congregations to assist them in a work of providing for
the needy but no "board of trustees" or any other unscriptural
body has a New Testament rig-h t to call upon the church for
aid in any kind of program. This would prevent a congregation
from building . its program to include any community, civic,
national, educational or charitable organizatio.ns, .whether
they are administered by people of the world or of the church .
A congregation may purchase the service and supplies of a
human institution but the purchase of such service and the
support of the institution are not parallel.
The task· of evangelizing the world is a great one but it is
nottoo great for God's people. The church at Antioch was
the base of operation of two evangelists according to Luke's
record (Acts 13). The work of these men began and ended
with a report to this congregation. All work of evangelization, both local and foreign, should originate .and end under
the oversight of a local church. When a church is planted,
it should become a church and not a "mission," then this
relationship between the two churches will cease to exist.
The church cannot allocate the work of evangelization to
any community and world-wide service organization. In our
anxiety to carry out thi~ mission, let us maintain the proper
r elationship t.o the worldly institutions among which we work.
James teaches that- orphan children should be cared for by
Christians (James 1:27). This work cannot be handed to
benevolent organizations that have no connection with the
elders of a local congregation. The church cannot have any
·organic connections with worldly institutions who claim to
do what the church is commanded to do. Our relationship
to such orders is very clear.

How can the church be heard in public life? A lobby in
Congress or "representative members" working in Washington for the church is a violation of the principle upon which
the American government is built. ·W e have recently heard
that the Pope of Rome has intervened in behalf of the Rosenbergs who are condemned to die. A church head, speaking
for his church, is seeking to pressure the President and
change the decision of an American court. He has no right
to such action and neither does any other church, including
the church .that Jesus built.
- No man can ever speak for all the churches of Christ. A
sermon on "What the Church of Christ Teaches," should be
titled, "What t~e Bible Teaches About the Church." It is
not possible to [know what all the members believe on any
question, but it is possible to determine what the Bible
teaches on all qf estions. There are many members who.. wear
the nam~ _of C~rist and worship according to the apostolic
pattern, yet th'f are in error on many points of doctrine . .
Can any man s~eak for th~m or can one amoll:g them speak
for all churches'?
If a condition should arise where the -citizenship of this
town is called upon to vote on the liquor question, I pers~:mally would vote to keep prohibition and I would openly
campaign if necessary to keep out the open sale of liquor. I
am a prohibitionist but I cannot speak for all the congregation. I have known some good people who do not drink but
who feel that a prohibition law is not the way to handle this
issue. I would feel free to teach the Bible truth against the
evils of liquor but I cannot presume to "vote the congregation" on this or any other issue. The Christian individual has
a debt. to pay to help to keep the moral standards of the
community lifted high, but the church as an organization cannot enter into the political maneuverings of civic life.
What then is the medium through which a Christian may
work to lend his influence for good? The text for this sermon
reveals that God has ordered that all society be organized
for the purposes of peace and happiness. Individual Christians live in this society and they are taught to support it
and direct it toward the proper ends. The individual Christian must pay his taxes and give support to the government
in any goals that are within the proper realm of government
operation.
A few examples of the actions of individual Christians in
the New Testament will help to keep this relationship clarified. The jailor was converted at midnight and the . next morning he W!_ts a jailor (Acts 16). He was a Christian and
served his community through this medium. We would not
say he was_ a "church of Christ" jailor, but he was a Christian citizen serving the community in this capacity. Erastus
was the treasurer of the city. As . an individ ual he had a
right to take such a job and the influence of his Christian
teaching should have guided him in the administration of
this work. He was not a "church of Christ" treasurer. We
are taught to pray for kings, governo'r s and those in authority. Christians may .h1>ld such offices, operate legitimate business houses, work at honorable occupations· and in
this way, the influence of the church is being fel~ in the
community life.
_
A Christian may vote, hold office and campaign for his
favorite candidate. He may engage in drives for funds to

The Christian and Community
"The voice of the church should be .heard in community
affairs," says one. "We should make .ourselves an effective
agency ·for community service," is advocated by .a few Christians. One preacher was heard to exclaim: "Our government
cannot overlook one million votes." Is this the course the
church should take? To make our influence felt should we
organize and select a spokesman to be our "ambassador" at
Washington? Should we have paid lobbyists in Congress to
safeguard the plans of the "church of Christ"?
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treat polio, tuber<:ulosis, heart disease, and any other worthwhile civic and community enterprise. A Christian can· build
a hospital, work for city improvement, serve to relieve transi.ents who are stranded in the ·city and he can support any
task that is detached from some sectarian religion. These
projects belong to the state, the community, and not to the
church of the Lord. A Christian, as a member of this community, has an obligation to support such work. Let the
Christian learn to be a good citizen.
The Christian; His 1\-Ioney _and tl1e Cmnmunity
All the money of a Christian does not belong to the church.
He has a great obligation to the Lord's church and only a
prayerful heart and honest purpose can determine the amount
that belongs to the Lord. The Christian must support his government with some of his money (Rom. 13:16). He must
support his family and provide for his. old age ( 1 Tim. 5: 48). A Chr-istian .has tlle obligation to educate his ch-ildren
and he is entitled to some clean recreation ( 1 Tim. 4: 8).
These things are not the obligation of the church and an
individual Christian is exercising his God-given right when
he is in contact with the proper community and government
organization that provide such opportunities for these things.
It is sometimes advocated that "whatever a Christian, individual does, the church can _do." This is not true .. A Christian may operate a grocery store but a. church should not.
A Christian can purchase a ticket to a basketball game but
the church does not purchase the ticket. In this capacity a
Christian always acts as a C·hristian but he is not acting in
a churc)J. cap.acity.
The church should be the church arid follow her divine
mission. The individ~al Christian should let the leaven of
the truth he learns go with him into his daily life.
Matt. 5:13, 14: "Ye are the salt {)f the earth: but if the
salt. have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden
under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city set
on a hi.J.l cannot be hid."
Acts 2:47: "Praising God, and having favor with- all the
people. And the Lord added to them day by day those that
were saved."

The .Church - God's Cultivation
Clm·ence C. Gobbel
Several figures are used in the third division of Paul's
lebter to the Corinthians when he. wrote concerning th~ir behavior, and how they came to be what they were ( 1 Cor. 3:
1-11). To emphasize their duty and responsibility before God,
he wrote to the Corinthians that, "We are laborers together
with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building"
( 1 Cor. 3:9). He emphasizes ·t wo of the figures he1·e .e specially, that of their being "God's husbandry," and "God's building."
The Greek word here translated . "husbandry" is the word
"georgion" and literally- means "a cultivated field or ground,"
"a farm," or "tillage." In several of the more recent translations, ·such as, "The Centenary," ·''New World," "Standard
Revised," and the Catholic and the American, or Goodspeeds
translates it "field," "farm," or "tillage."
Thus Paul is telling us that the church in Corinth, and
of course any cgngregation of true disciples existing today,
is "~'s tillage," "cultivation, or farm." The church is a
farm which God works; that in which he works today. This
seems to emphasize the idea that the clil.urch is that place
in which God is to work for the salvation of the souls of
men. The church must allow the work of God to so permeate
through and through each and every part of it, that God will
have his way in all that is done by his children here below.
In this very passage under consideration, the apostle Paul
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speaks of how the church was planted in Corinth. Paul had
planted the seed of the gospel among them, and their becoming Christians had been tlle result. Often before planting can be done, . a clearing off of the debris, or foreign matter must first take place.- It seems that Paul had done that,
also, as we read in 1 Cor. 6:9-11: "Know ye not that the
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers
shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of
you: but ye a re washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God." He had to convince them that they were sinful,
and had to leave such sins behind, in order to be among
those who should inherit the kingdom of God. He .had to uproot that which was evil, in order that the good could take
its place. To' plant the truth among that which is false, is
but to make matters worse, rather than better. So the ground
must be prepared by teaching against that which - is false,
then the truth will begin to thrive, otherwise it will come to
nothing.
Paul had labored among them more abundantly than all
of the others, but he wanted them to know that when another came along and watered, his work was just as acceptable, and just as badly ne.e ded, as his had been (vs. 4-8).
After ·a crop has been planted, it must also be properly watered, but of course one must be careful of what he is doing when he · does the watering. After all, it was ..God who
gave the increase there in Corinth, and it is still God that
gives such today. So there is still no room for jealousy among
-preachers, as to whether one had more to do with church
growth in certain places, than did another.
Since the church is God's farm, or tillage, let us . notice
certain comparisons for some valuable lesSOD;S on this theme:
1. A farm must bear fruit, bring forth a crop. In order
for a farmer to be permitted to continue to. dwell on a farm;
that farm must yield him a crop of some kind. Sorqetimes
.excuses can be made by the farmer, when his farm fails to
bring forth a good crop, that he failed to have proper moisture, or the ground wasn't fertile enough. But when the
ch.urch fails to "bear a crop," can this excuse be given? No.
For after all, all that we need is furnished us. The word of
God, by which w·e must grow and develop, we have in {)Ur
own _language today, and thus if we fail to grow, it is not
the fault of our God, or that of anyone but ourselves ( 1 Pet.
2:1, 2; 2 Pet. 3:18).
2. In order for a farm to be an asset to its owner, it
needs to produce more than mere running expenses. If the
farmer . must put back on the farm every cent of what he
makes off of it, every year, then the farm is to him a liability, rather than an asset. And if a congregation of disciples barely makes its own expenses, not able to .do anything
outside of the four walls of its own building, then is it an
asset, or a liability to its owner, God himself?
3. Crop rotation is valuable to a farm . When the same
old crops are planted at th~ same spot year after year, the
land often becomes run down, and not able to bear. as before.
Some churches become fanatic on some point of doctrine, or
practice, and lets it become a means to their weakness, rather
than a steppingstone to greater achievements. We have no
-right to put more emphasis on one phase of the worship, or
on some certain work that needs to be done, than upon other
things which may also need as much attention.
4. We do not need to go out of the church for the production of worthwhile crops . Christians are obligated,- and
more than that, have the exalted privilege to labor in the
church, and to produce the fruit therein that God has a right
to expect. We do not need to give of our means through
some organization of men, in order to do g~od therewith. We
can, and we should be anxious to glorify Christ through the
church, rath er than give to help keep up organizations which
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man has organized through which ,to do the same things. If
a farmer cannot produce the fi:uits, and receive the proper
_ yields from his own farm, that he needs, then he needs to
change farms, or to get another. So it is, if God cannot depend
npon the church to do the work that he demands Christians
to do , then his farm is not what he needs. Has he made a
mistake, or is it the farm that is at fault?

Dr. Wood Complains
H01ner Putnam Ree"l·es
Dr. Eugene Wood, together with a number of his
lennial cohorts are chafing under the lash of some
rected words recently published in the Dallas Times
This b'rother frets through · silf typewritten pages in
to the following bdef article:

premilwell-diHerald .
answer

·what Is Wrong· \Vith Premillennialism?

~-

The doctrine of premillennialism is untaught in God's
-word. It is pure speculation. -The millennia! picture in
·Rev. 20 is a martyr scene. Souls (beheaded), "such as
"Worshipped not the beast," reigned with Christ for a
fhousand years.• Rev. 20 is the chief proof text of all
premillennial exponents. But .Rev. 20 does not mention
"us." It does not mention the second coming of Christ.
lt does not suggest a reign "on earth," nor even remotely hint that Christ will be on earth in relation to
his reign. It does not mention a bodjly resurrection.
Premillennialism frustrates God's plans. We are told
that God planned to have his kingdom established 19
centuries ago; _ but the Jews rejected Christ. Hence the
kingdom was postponed and in lieu thereof the church
was built. Not so! Th~ church is the kingdom. Puerile is
the mind of one who can believe that God's plans miscarried because of Jewish rejection and that, therefore ,
the church came into existence quite. by accident.. The
church is no accident. It has jl!ways been in God's
mind! (ct. Eph. 3:10, 11) .
This fanciful . speculation is wrong because it denies
the real essence of Christianity. Jn essence it is spiritual. Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world>
But premillennial!sm makes the reign of Christ · a material thing: a physical ruler (earth dweller) on a material throne, over a physical people, people who suffer,
·s in, sicken and die: truly "of this world."
It fouls up type and anti-type . The Jewish system included a wide variety of types , anticipating the Christian system. The Jewish law foreshadowed the good
things to come in Christ. The shadows were in Moses;
the substance in Christ (Heb. 10:1). But premillennialism revives the Jewish ordinances, casting them in the
mill ennium and making shadows the end to be attained .
This doctrine virtually denies the present reign of
Christ. It denies to Gentiles the right to seek aft-er
God, seeing that, as premillennialists hold, the taber_nacle of David has not been 1;ebuilt (cf. Acts 15:14i 7). Therefore the doctrine nullifies the Great Commission. lt demotes Christ, removing him from a heavenly to an earthly .throne .
Premillennialism is hostile to every passage of scripture whi ch refers to the Christian dispensation as the
"last days."
The doctrine has no standing in the Scriptures.
Some Observati&ns

Dr. Wood suggests that I have a "loud and aggressive
voice," and that people will believe anything if one cries
against something "loud enough and long enough." He •accuses me of trying to frig1)ten people and incite hatred
against his br ethren over something of a 'bone called pre-
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millennialism, "of which probably, in the most part, the readers know little .or nothing." Well, we can credit DT. Wood,
Chas. T. Russell, R. . H. Boll, Frank Norris, et al, for the
knowledge which the readers have of this hurtful theory. But
for them and their like the issue ·would be dead. The Dallas
brethren would never have published my articles if such men
as Dr. Wood, Frank Mullins, and Robert Boyd were not constantly pressing their premillennial claims. Now ,the brother
comes out with an "answer" to my article, an answer filled
with calumny, invective, and the bold negation, "This statement has not the slightest semblance of truth." So says Dr.
Wood! I shall ignore his ugly slurs and consider some of his
(arguments?) .
My critic denies that Rev. 20:1-6 is the ~hief proof text
of all premillennial exponents. I reaffirm that it is. He ac- ..
cuses me of borrowing material from Brother Foy Wallace.
Well, I didn't, but if I had I certainly could have done worse!
I stated that Rev. 20 does not mention us. My critic says,
"It is too bad that "us" will have no part In the first resurrection." How is that for answering the argument? Rev. 20
does not mention us!
Moreover it was pointed out that Rev. 20 does not mention
the second coming of Christ. To which we have this response:
"No, but what comes just before it does mention it in a big
way" (Rev. 19: 11). So, the brother asserts that the faithful
and true, riding a white horse, to make war against the beast
and kings of the earth in chapter 19 proves that Christ is
coming in person (in the flesh) to· reign for a thousand
-5"ears on earth as they allege Rev. 2 0 teaches. How piti-ful!
_He takes the - subliipe imagery of the spiritual conquest of
Christ in chapter 19 and, by inference, declares that this is
proof of his coming to earth in person in chapter 20. I feel
that the Docwr knows better.
The brother quotes from Iriy article: "It (Rev. 20), does
not suggest a reign on . ·e arth." Then he adds, "No, and to
bear Homer P. Reeves tell it, neither would Daniel 7:27
or Rev. 2.26, 27 or 11:15." Correct, neither would they!
Dr. Wood asserts 'that a battle will take place on earth
and argues therefore that Christ who leads the saints must
be on earth in person. It doesn't follow! How does Christ lead
his saints on e>t'l"th today? The brother .imagines that Christ
must be on e>t.rt.h in person to lead his saints on earth.
I stated that Rev. 20 does not mention a bodily resurrection. He asks, "What kind of a resurrection is it then?" I
repeat, it does not mention a bodily resurrection!
I stated that Rev. 20 is a martyr s_c ene. John says, "I saw
the souls of them that were beheaded . . . " The Doctor asks,
"Who ever heard of 'beheaded' souls?" Well, John heard of
them! The brothe r denies that all here IJilentioned were martyrs. He says that tluire are three classe.s and mentions those
that lived and those that lived not. What onfusion! He is
so anxious to discover another class or classes that he dral?;s
in those that lived not. Is he trying to get those who lived not
into the millennium too?
Dr. Wood quibbles .over the term "kingdom." Certainly it
refers to the church (Matt. 16:18, 19). Jt is g ranted that
. th·e re are other uses made of the term. But it is e mphatically
denied that Christ will establish his kingdom at the end of
the "church age." It is denied that there will be a new phase
of the kingdom at tl)e end of the church age.
(This review will be finished in another

article~

NEW TESTAMENTS AND BIBLES
I! you are interested in buying Bibles and Testaments
that are suita-b le for use in your clmrch building, rememb~r
we have them. for inm1ediate shipment: Bold type New Tes·
taments ~ x4 1;,1 x61;,1, 2-colored heavy tag covers. Prices: 50
• copies, $5.00; 100 copies, $10.00. Please observe these prices
and the quantities. As :Packed and hi!Jldled the books are
not offered at these- prices on smaller quantities.
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"Smithson On Elders"
Billl\'IcCown
In t}1e Firm Foundation, issue of J an uary 27, 195 3, there
is on the front page an article by John T . ·Smithson , entitled,
"Appoint Elders in Every City."·
I do not know Brother Jo.hn T . Smithson personally. To
the best of my knowledge our paths h ave never . crossed. He
and I have never worked together in a n y special work. Together we are partners with all gospel preachers in the grandest business in all t.h e world-that of preaching the gospel of
Christ that souls might be saved. I have no ulterior purpose
in saying what I shall say in this writing about Brother Smithson or his article. We have in no way entered into either
a lliance nor conspiracy.
Brethren, I suggest th.at you refer back to the Sinithson
article and read it again. Think seriously about it and then
re-read it. It is filled witlt advice that is sound and certainly
merits the careful attention of every person who is disturbed
over the "elder" question.
It is not my purpose in this writing to "scotch" the arguments of Brother Smithson, for they need no help. They are
clear and concise. They are forceful indeed, and it will be
.interesting to see the brethren who have advocated "unmarried bishops',' and "childless bishops" meet and refute the
arguments advanced by Brother Smithson.
I concur wholeheartedly with Brothar Smithson that the
difficulty encountered in understanding the language of Paul
in writing to both Timothy and Titus about the qualifications
of elders is not due to ambiguous language. It is not due to
the fact that Paul was deliberately trying to confuse anyone.
I fear that it is due, ho'fever, to an effor t on the part of our
preaching brethren to QUALIFY (?) some of their brethren as elders who cannot qualify according to ' the teaching of
Paul.
Shall we set aside the teaching of Paul, who was · inspired
of God in ·what JJ.e said, on tp.e subject of elders and substitute in its stead the later discoveries of so.me of our . uninspired brethren who have suddenly learned that Paul after
all did not mean what he said?
I liad as soen adopt the Baptist position on baptism or the
Catholic position on the Papacy as to adopt the m~ernistic
thinking on the part of my own brethren who declare that
they have just learned that Paul either did not mean what
he said or else that he was honestly ignoran.t when he advised Timothy and Titus to appoint as elders, men who were
once married-"the husband of one wife"-and who had children-"the father of faithful children, having these children
in subjection to thf\l extent that they be neither riotous nor unruly."
It would seem that the breth r e n need the words of admonition contained in the last paragraph of Brother Smithson's
article. Let me state that I agree with the position taken by
Brother Smithson, and, .like him, I l!:;hall strive with all my
knowledge, ability, and energy to oppose any d,eviation from
the divine economy . It is time for us to heed, not the wisdom
of men, but the counsel of God . Let us learn, my brethren,
not to go beyond the things which are written. Let us Jearn
to content ourselves with the d ivine order as divinity gave
it in every respect. Only in that way is it possible for us to
maintain and preserve the purity of the ch urch which was
purchased with the blood of Jesus Christ.
I pray that m en eve rywh ere who have been appo inted to
serve their respective congregations as elders will look into
their own hearts and lives an d determine their own fitness,
according .to diviRe standard, to serve God and the church in
that noble capacity. If one is qualified, he can rejoice in that
ana can render a lasting service to the church and exercise
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a powerful influence for good. However, if one is not qua]i.,.
fied, by continuing to allow himself to be so regarded is to
exert an evil influence, is to bring reproach upon t he church
and upon himself.

Great Restoration Movement
Gaining Force In South Africa
Frank J. Dunn
Today there are four white, English-speaking congrega. t·o ns in the- Union of South Africa, a country twice the size
of Texas , where thr ee years ago there were none. Six American evangelists are labor ing there, and a seventh will join
them in August. Five of the South African converts are now
preaching the gospel, four of whom are in Christian colleges
in the United States in preparation of returning to preach
the gospel in South Africa. These men s peak three languages
-English, Dutch , and the native tongue, Afrikaans. More
than 200 white -people an d a t least 200 natives have been
baptized in the three-year period. There ai·e about 25 or 30
native congregations, including those that have been res"tored
from the Christian ch ur ch, with at least a dozen full-time
native preach ers.
The four white con grega tions are at Johannesburg, where
Guy Caskey, Waymon ]\'[iller, and Eldred Echols preach;
East London , where Don Gardner and Leslie Blake, one of
the South Africans, are located; Port Elizabeth, where John
Hardin now is and where Leonard Gray will join him in
August; . and at Pretoria, th e administrative capital of the
Union thirty miles north of Johannesburg. where Martelle
Petty is fully supported by the Peak and East Side church.
Johannesburg has a fine, new building nearing completion which will accommodate 300 people in its auditorium
and classrooms. The 60-member ch urch at Pretoria, which is
sJ.ightly larger th an the Johannesburg group, has purchased
property on which they plan to build a small auditorium.
which later will serve as the classroom wing of their permanent building.
The property which is being purcllased is ideally situated,
only one block from the beautiful capitol building, on the
principal east-west street of the city, about one mile fr'bm
the heart o'f the busin ess district. A more perfect location
co uld not be found in that modern city of 280,000 people.
Three residences now standing on the property will serve as
a home for the preacher and for classrooms.
The total cost of the property and auditorium will be
$47,4 00, of which Peak and East Side has 'given $10,000.
The small Pretoria chur.c h ' will assume a $14,000 loan on
it. Others have given money and promises totaling $6,400.
This leaves a n et ba)ance of $17,000 which must be raised
from other congregations a nd individu a ls before the building
can be erected.
The people who are being converted a re mostly of the
"solid" middle-class variety, capable and zealous of being
fu lly sel:(-s upportin g in a very short time. In helping tl1em
become firm ly established we will be carving out a beachhead from which they have the plan and the desire of taking
the gospel in to the other 3 6 countries of Africa. They can,
a ud will, evan gelize Africa much mor e effectively than we
can from 12,000 miles away.
Thus yo ur contribution to the Pretoria building at this
time will be an investment in something more than a meeting house . It will be a n investment in souls in Pretoria, in
South Africa, and eventually in all the great, dark continent
of Africa.
Send contributions to Peak and E ast Side Church of Christ,
care of A. D. Jones, treasurer, Dallas, Texas; or to Martelle
Petty, Box 1861 , Pretoria, Union of South Africa (postage,
5c; airmail, 25c) .

•

- - - -..__.:_
Page Six

FIRM FOUNDATION

Studies In Galatians (No. 11)
R . C. Bell
Paul begins the fourth chapter of Galatians by tying up
'What he ·had just taught in the third. Jews "were held in
:bondage under the rudiments of the world," until, fulfilling
~is promise to Abraham, God sent his eternal Son, true man
:and seed of Abraham however, born of human mother, callable of dying under the law in lieu of the death of actual
law-breakers; sent him to be "the end (both aim and the
termination) of the laiV unto righteousness te> everyone that
believeth" (Rom. 10:4), to redeem men from the status oJ
child and ward , and to promote them to sons and heirs-in
short, to li~ t th em out of slavery into acknowledged sonship
and liberty.
That Gentiles , who had been strangers to the house , as
well as Jews, who had been minors in the house, were so
exalted is shown by Paul's again reminding ·the Galatians
that they had received the Holy Spirit, which is th e peculiar
seal of Christianity: "And because ye are sons, God sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba,
Father'' ( 4: 6). Strangers and minors, having but "the spirit
of bon9,age" could cry only, "Master," nev er, "Father, Father. "
"Rudiments of the \\Torld"
Why did Paul call the Mosaic covenant "the ru d iments of
the world . . . the weak and beggarly rudim ents"? Although
the law itself was holy and spiritual, the legal system in
which it was imbedd ed was a religion of the flesh. It ·was
addressed to the flesh, which ~'lusteth against the Spirit"
(Gal. 6:17); it made its appeal to the natural man, who "receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God" (1 • Cor. 2:14).
Religious legal systems _are for the morally immature. All of·
them, J ewish and heathen alike, are built upon the e l_emen~
tary principles that underlie natural religion and civil government-the rudimentary principles upon which the Christless world, r eligiously and socially, ha-s ~ver been , ana is,
run.
The Jews had in written form a much fuller Tevelation of
God's law than did heathen nations, but they broke it, even
as Gentiles broke the law they kn ew . Knowing that his legal
anchor would never hold in the mud bottom of the human
mind, dod was m er ely using it as preparati on for the gospel prea.ched "beforehand unto Abraham" (-Gal. 3: 8). The
Sinaic covenant, though adapted to the minority of the J e ws ,
was too weak and poor to bring to maturity t-he spiritual,
God-like poss ibiliti es o.f men. Something stronger and richer
than "weak and beggarly" legalism · and ritualism, were all
nations to be blessed, was required. Therefore God from all
eternity, was graciously building a religion fitted to lead
men in to obeying his immutable law of life, that they might
live abundantly and eternally. Did not "Christ tell the woman
at th e well (John 4), that the time had come for the spiritual religion, promised from of old, that would reacb. man's
. inmost spirit, qualify -h im to "worship in spirit and truth,'~
and . "become in him a well of water springing up unto eternal life"?
Legalism Becomes Heathenism
After referring to their former heathen life, Paul says to
the Galatians: "But now that ye have 'Come to know God, or
rather to be known by God, how turn ye back again to the
weak and beggarly rudiments, whereunto y.e desir e to be in
bondage over again"? All Judaizers in the church, ancient
and modern, magnify man's side of redemption, works of law,
and. human merit to the disparagement of God's s ide, works
of grace, and human ,demerit. Because the Galatians were
being led into this deep, beguiling error, Paul very emphatically remind them that their conversion from slavish heathenr:y: began with -God's knowing them, rather than with their
knowing God. He is amazed and alarmed at their deserting
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Christian gro und, and fears that he has labored with them
in vain. He must by all mea~s show them the real nature
of the terrible mistake they are making-that religiously to
observe Mosaic rites after the cross is to deny the efficacy
of the gospel of grace, to relapse into "bondage over again,"
and to give up Christ altogether. This deceptive tare, if let
alone, will supplant Christianity; hence, Paul digs it up by
the roots.
What could be more startlingly instru·ctive than this -identification of heathenry with the Mosaic system . after its tutorship was accomplished? When the Galatians, who had never
known Moses, observed ~ circumcision and other "carnal ordinances, imposed until a time of Teformation," it was the
same in principle as if they had· returned to heathen idolatry
with its impure rites, abominable obscenity, and demon worship. Both systems were based on the rudimentary principles
of the fle~h and "the wisdom of the (Christless) world,"
which can never lift men .higher than the flesh and the world.
According to Galatians, Moasism after the cross has the same
deadly ·effect on men that he~thenism has.
CulTent GaJatianism
The core of the Galatians' default was they thought the
gospel Paul preached was "weak and beggarly." They were
so spiritually- shallow and ignorant that they thought the
Christian life could not be attained on the principle of divine
grace kindling and werking· with human ~aith, love, and
hope ; that the gospel needed to be bolstered up a"Q.d made sufficient by ad ding the principle of law. (A very common error
today). It was incidental that they manifested this crass misunderstanding of the power and the· working of grace in the
·human spirit liy observin g Mosaic rites and ceremonies. The
basic error of the Galatians was their thjnking that, not gra'Ce
and faith, but law with its immature, not to say infantile,
methods was the ' dynamics of righteousness. Now, the grand
object of the _book of Galatians was to show them that it
was the other way around-that the principle of law was
provisional, "weak and beggarly," while within the church
was the fulf-grown power of God, "wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption" ( 1 Cor.
1:30)
Of course, Christians today do not show their mistrust of
the work ing principle of Chl'istianity by taking up the ways
of •Moses, but th ey may easily s how it in other ways: Just
to name some: trust in blood, wealth , culture, position, ·ability
to sing or speak, strong character, good works, dead · forms,
traditions of men, and creeds~ written and unwritten. Note
how the book relies on the Holy Spirit ( 3: 2-5; 4:6; 5:162 6), a new po>'ver inaccessible - to men until Pe:Q.tecost, to
counte-ract the fleshly workings of all these. · "Where the
Spirit of the Lord is , there is liberty" and unity ap.d growth
and fruit.
0

~

.
Important Announcement
Burton Coffman Called To Harding College
Harding College is happy to announce that Burton Coffman
will join the Harding ·C ollege staff beginning -August 1, 1953.
His duties will b.e in the general field of public relations. Because of his very wide acquaintance, enthusiasm, and general
background and training, we believe that h.e is especially
fitted for this important assignment. In fact, Harding College feels very fortunate · in being able to obtain .his full
time.
Brother Coffman will make his residence at Searcy; Arkansas, _ after August 1.--Big ned: GEORGE S. BENSON, President, Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas.
Commentary on Matthew by H. Leo Boles ---------- $3.00
Commentary on Luke by J. S. Lamar ------------- 3.00
Commentary on Luke by H. Leo Boles ------------- 3.00.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
The King James Version and the American Standard Version of 1901 will not be replaced by the new Revised Standard
Version, but this does not mean that there are no values in
versions which put the language of the Bible in modern
speech. The new Revised Version should be read and studied
along with four or five other versions. The Bible is Its own
best commentary. One of the best ways to understand a passage is to read it in five or six different versions. In this
way we catch shades of meaning which are not available in
reading just one translation. In disputed passages we can
go to the American Standard for word-for-_word accuracy.
The Bible was written· to be understood. Living languages
are always changing. God has seen fit to lock the original
meaning of the Bible in dead languages such as the Greek,
so that we can know today just exactly what the words of
the apostles and other _ inspired writers meant when they
used them.
However, when God chose to write through holy men of
old the words of the New Testament, he chose the Koine
Greek rather than the classical G-reek. This meant that God
intended for the Bible to be understood by the butcher, the
baker and the candlestick maker'. There are some words in
the King James Version which are difficult for high school
students to understand. This discourages their reading the
Bible. As a matter of fact, there were 3 0 0 changes made in
the first fifty years in the King James Version to modernize
spelling and replace words that were already out of common
use. Here are some examples of words that have changed
their meaning: "conversation,'' today means- talking. As it
is used in the Bible it meaus conduct. "Let ·your conversation
be without covetousness." This is translated' in the new versi<>n, "Keep your life free from the love of money." "The
quiock" is used in the Bible .to mean "living." We are told
that God will judge "the quick . and the dead." Again the
· word "curious,'' was used in the King James Version to mean
"careful." Again the word "careless" is used in the King
.James Vers~on · to mean free from care and the word "preTent" is used to mean "~recede." The word "let" is used to
mean "prevent" as Paul said, "I purposed to come unto you
but was let hitherto." Such words as these are used: "pilled"
meaning "peeled,'' "taches" meaning "clasps," "ouches"
meanii!_g "make marks," "nessings" meaning "sneezing," and .
others th_at are not familiar to us unless we are familiar with
the language of the 17th century.
Most of these archaic words 'were _changed in the American
Standard Version and this fact is ignored by those who are
pushing the Revised Standard Version. All of the later
translations change these words and put them in the modern
meaning which certainly makes for a better understanding
of the word of God. And that is what God wants us to do.
UNDERSTAND his word.
Here are some objections, however, to the handling of the
word by the Revised Standard translators in 19 52:
1. The changing of the translation in Isaiah 14 from
"virgin" to "young woman" is unwarranted. The Hebrew
word "almah" could be translated "_young woman" or "virgin" but when the word was translated into the Greek 300
years before Christ, it was translated "virgin" into a Greek
word- which me-;_ns "virgin" and Matthew referring to the
passage also translates it in his quotation as is give'Il in the
Revised Stan-Uard· Version, "Behold a virgin shall conceive
and bear a son and his name shall be called Emaimuel" (Matt.
1~~ 3). It seems presumptuous not to
follow the inspired
W'titers' verdict.

2. The Revised Standard Version is too free in its translation and is often a paraphrase instead of a word-for-word
translation. It doesn't hold as literally to the Greek and Hebrew texts.
3. It does not indicate the place where English words
were inserted so that we can tell w.hich words were in the
ancient language and which words were inserted by the
tran-slators.
4. The translators tried to make a distinction in the use
of "thee' and "thou" between God and man. This placed
them in the position of commenting on the meaning of the
scrip_!.ure rather than translating. Too often the translation
is a commentary. It i:s obvious that those who translated it
were definitely of the liberal or modernistic school with one
or two exceptions. Th!s revision committee was much smaller
than the olle that worked on the American Standard Version
and did not represent the conservative scholarship of the
country.
5. Most of those on the translating committee were from
liberal colleges.
BffiTH CONTROL

George IDckey
The Bible teaches birth control but not the way thousands
of peo-ple are practicing the teaching. It is quite obvious that
many -preachers' wives are placing more emphasis on_ being
painted dolls than on that which is written ( 1 Cor. 4: 6). To
visit the beauty parlor will not take one to heaven or hell
but to refuse to visit the baby ward will put one right in a
s~oking, burning eternal hell. To bear children and keep a
chaste home is a command of God ( 2 Tim. 2:15; 5:14; Gen .
1:28; Titus 2:3-5).
Good women, you may think your preacher husband is
pretty clever and knows all the answers but if he has agreed
with 1nost of the shallow arguments given for not bearing
children he may be pretty' ignorant in God's sight. Many are
riding over the country, wrapped in furs, in fine cars, practicing birth control and trying to fool man and God that
they are doing God a service. In many cases this sort of
practice by husband and wife must send u.p a stifling, o.bnoxious odor to the very throne of our God.
If your doctor advises that your :health .o r the anticipated
health of the child will be impaired, then you must practice
birth control until health is restored (1 Cor. 3:16, 17). Possibly a very small part of the commo'n sense arguments will
stand in God's sight but most cases of birth control are
plain rebellion agains•t God.
Woman's main duties are at home. This is where God put
woman. "Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply
thy sorrow, and thy conception: in sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children: and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and
.he shall rule over thee" (Gen. 3: 16). Our throats are choked
and the tears flow easily because of the thoughts of preaching
brethren who have sacrificed for the cause of Christ. The
same hearts become as stone to think of women who wear
the name "Christian," yet love the beauty parlor more than
the baby ward. The man who will praise or pamper this type
of woman in public or private life is either a rank hypocrite
or does not love God. Th-e above described persons can read
their reward in Matthew 23, "Behold your house is left unto
you desolate."
Vincent's Word Studies in the New Testament, a fourvolume set. A knowledge of Greek is no-t required
4
<:> explore the deepest riches of the New Tes-tament
U the ,student uses this famous work by Vinaent

20.00

FIRM FOUNDATION

Page Eight

EDITORIAL
THE CAUSE AT FERRIS, TEXAS
I was at Ferris, Texas, ..last Lord's day, Ma.y 3, on
a supply engagement for Brother Basil Doran, who
was over at Memphis, Tennessee, in a meeting. The
attendance at both the forenoon and evening services
was good. This is one of the older congreg~tio.s of
r
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Texas and has an interesting history. · The Moyers,
and the Witherspoons are family names that predominate on the pages of the church directory. They are
people of substantial qualities of character, constitut~
the best element of society and of citizenship in the
community and hence are of the reliable and desirable
material for ,the spiritual kingdom of our , Savior and
Lord. That is not to say that there are not of course,
others, just as good and useful in the church. Brother
D. H. Moyers, "Henry," as he is generally known
among his fellow townsmen, is the city's banker and
has been for the last fifty _years. He is generous in
looking after the financial requirements of the farmers, merchants and other needy people, is a good business adviser and is popular in that part of the country
with the small ::md great among the people. With the
fine cooperation of Sister Moyers, I am able to present the following interesting history of the church
at Ferris.
History of Ferri's Church of Christ
This congregation began meeting in 1880 and its
first elders were: J. H. Smith, L. Orr, Brother Sweat
and Brother Barton. In 1901 there was a division over
the instrumental music question. The instrument8:_l
group continued for a number of years and then died
out. The first building was a two-story one, owned by
the Masonic Lodge. Later they purchased a frame
building from the Old School - Presbyteri~ns. The
church met in this until it was blown down in a storm
in 1919. After that the congregation met in an old
pictttre show building and then in the City Club Half.
fu 1.!)24 a new brick building (the present building)
was erected at a cost of $20,000.00 .. This debt was
paid in full ip the latter part of 192·5. Recently there
was installed a $5,200.00 refrigerated air-conditioning
system which cools the entire building and provides
heat in the winter. Their approximate membership
in 1925 was 75 members and in 1928, 101 members.
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Brother R. H. McKay (now deceased) served tb
congregation as elder for a number of years. Abou
the year 1912~ Brother D. H. Moyers was appointe<J
as one of the elders. H~ is still serving in that capac
ity, together with Brother Dee Witherspoon. Deacon.
now are: R. V. Luther, Hollis Gregory, E . E. Birdwell
and Alfred J. Moyers.
Brother Basil C. Doran i's the present minister an<!
is doing a splendid work. The church is growing bot
numerically and spiritually. Brother Doran's friendli
ness and love of people has endeared himself, not onl
to the members of the church, but to the whole town
He is very active in civic affairs in the town and ha1
been honored on a number of occasions, as guest speak
er or singer, by such organizations as the local P.T.A.
Ellis County Council of the P.T.A., Ferris Publi '
Schools, and the Chamber of Commerce.
The Ferris congregation now has its own radio pro.
gram, "The Gospel in Song" each Sunday mornin~
from 8:15 to 8:30 over KGKO, Dallas. This churcll
also contributes regularly to the nation-wide radi<J
program, "The Herald of Truth." A beautiful preach
er's home has been constructed, of red-face brick t
match the church building. This building was erected
in 1948 at an approximate cost of $12,000.00.
The church is holding two meetings this year: one
in July and one in November. They are sending Bro
Doran to the city of New York in September to assis~
in Brothers Grindley's and Antonio Ochoa's wor:k
among the Spanish-speaking people.
The Ferris _church is a mission-minded church, hav
ing had the oversight of the work in Honolulu, T. H.
from September, 1943, to June, 1946. During tha~
time, the present building in Honolulu was purchased
Since March, 1946, this congregation has had the
oversight of Brother Foy Short's work in Bulawayo
Southern Rhodesia. A few other congregations and
individuals assist .the Ferris congregation in this wor~
at the present time.
Brother Short is doing a wonderful work in Bula
wayo with white English-speaking people and also ~
some native work around Bulawayo. At the present
time, they are erecting a nice building. There is a
membership of about 35 in Bulawayo now.
Preachers who have held meetings are: A. J. Me~
Carty, A. B. Barret, T. B. Larimore, George Farmer,
Charles H. Roberson, T. H. Etheridge, A. LeRoy Elk
ins, C. R. Nichol, J. W. Chism, W. T. Kidwell, W. P.
Skaggs, Gayle Oler, Roy E. Cogdill, Floyd Decke1
James R. Cope, Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Homer P. Re~ves,
Howard White, Basil C. Doran, and 0. C. Lambert.
G. H. P. Showalter ha.s done some supply preaching.
Regular ministers: T. H. Etheridge, J. W. Chism.
W. T. Kidwell, Jim Dunn, C. E. Wooldridge, E. M.
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Borden,. A. E. Walker, Lynn Browning, H. Osby Weaver, Dan Clark, E. W. Key, Texas H. Stevens, J. P.
Johnston, and Basil C. Doran.
There is no good reason why growth and spiritual
development should not proceed in a good way in the
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future, an<l lhat through love of the truth and persistent loyalty to God, greater things will be realized.
For the many courtesies and the fine hospitaliy of
these good people, Sister Showalter and I are very
profoundly thankful to our heavenly Father.

I

To1n Harris, 1802 Caroline Street, South
Clifford WU>!on, Box 211, Munday, Texas,
Bend 14, Indiana, April ·27: Seven added at April 3(): There have been six baptisms at
Carol in e and Calvert Streets during April. Munday recently. Everything points to a
good year for the Lord. Our l ecture proWUliaJU 0. Hull, 306 W. Taliaferro, Ma- gram did much good. Three of those bapdill, Oklahoma: Three restored and one was tized became interested during the program.
baptized, recently.
Others are interested. We also have some
people who are doing personal work.
Elmer H. Irby, Hankamer, Texas, April
29: We have had two to place membership
Tom w. P1llll.lps, Los Angeles 14, Calisince Brother Elmer Moore was here in a fornia, April 27: J. Elliot Baxter, brother
meeting.
of Batsel Baxter, was made one of the elders at the Hollywood church, 600 N. RossBoyd D. Fannlng, Dallas, Texas, April 30: more, at services yesterday. There were two
Last Lord's day was another good day for by membership and one by .baptism the Sunus here at Pearl and Btyan. One was bap- day before. Wade Ruby and James Smythe
tized a nd one was r estored.
continue good work as our ministers.
Elmer L'Roy, 901 S. Broadway, Springfield, Missouri, April 28: A man and his
wife were baptized at Broadway and Madison church in Springlleld, on April 26.

Willis G. Jern.lgnn, 1401 Ash Street, Com merce, Texas, April 26: Our spring meeting
closed here last night with the largest
meeting crowd In the history of this congregation. Brother E'. W. IVIcMillan was
Chas. E. Parker, 711 Blackworth, Miami, the preacher for the series. One · was bapOklahoma, April 30: Two baptized, one re- tized, a former member of the Baptist destored, and two by transfer of membership nomination.
during April. Interest Is good and we are
making progress.
Paul T. Dumm, .Charleston, South Carolina, April 27: Two, a husband and wife,
Chester Estes, Sheffield, Alabama, April answered the invitation yesterday and were
29: One was baptized at the morning serv- baptized the same hour of the di!;Y- This Is
ices at Highland Park last ·Lord's d ay: We a total of eight baptisms and two restorahave had baptisms for the last two Lord's tions for the month of April. We g·ive thanks
days.
for God's blessings. The church ln . Charleston is working in unity and harmony.
Herbert L. New:mnn, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San Antonio, Texas, April 28: Within
H. C. Winnett, Box . 94, Coolidge, Texas,
the past two weeks, six have placed m em- April 25: Our spring meeting closed last
bership with the West Avenue church. Lord's day. A different speaker was heard
When in Sa» Antonio, visit with us at West each service. Some think It was the most
Avenue )lnd Sherwood Drive.
successf ul meeting this church has had In
a long time. Nine precious souls were bapErnest McCoy, Borger, Texas, April 28: tized into Christ. May the b lessings of God
The past two Sundays, 15 people responded be upon his work everywhere. '
to the Invitation; rive for baptism and the
others for membership or restoration. Of
Rufus R. Cl.lfford, Lawrenceburg, Tennesthe number baptized, four had been Bap- see, April 19: A. Hugh Clark of San Antists for a number of years.
tonio, Texas, did the preaching in our spring
meeting in an eloquent, Interesting and
Btll Th :mpson, Lufkin, Texas, May 2: effective raanner. One· was baptized and
,Seven baptized, one restored at Mt. Pleas- three re~tored. Crowds were large and inant, Texas. Brother Wllb"urn Whittington Is terest high. Thomas Huckaba directed the
doing a great work with this good church. s ingjng in a splendid way.
.
He preached at Fourth and Groesbeck in
my absence one Sunday.
R. Leonnr<l Owens, P. 0. Box 446, Atoka,
Oklahoma, April 24: ·Since last report we
Willis G. Jern.lgan, 1401 Ash Street, Com- have enjoyed ten responses to the Master's
merce, Texas, April 30 : A wonderful serv- invitation: four baptisms, four restorations,
ice here last night. A professor ' in East and two memberships. We have an averag·e
Texas State College and two businessmen of 175 for Bible ' study. Plans are in the
were ba.ptized Into Christ. The church con- making for a new building in the near futinues to grow in all departments.
ture. P1e·ase note my new address.

Jumes C. Buys, 3621 West 2nd, Wichita,
Kansas, April 28: Three baptisms and one
restoration in April. Attendance and collections · were highest averages in history at
Emporia Avenue. Frank Pack starts his
meeting with us June 21st.
"\VIlliam B. Kuglm, 50'6 Cotton Avenue,
P. 0. Box 831, Caruthersville, Missouri,
April 20: The work here continues to move
onward with . much progress. .Th~ee came
forward: two confessing faults, one from
the Christian church , and one was baptized.
Perry B. Cotluun, Paris, Texas, AprH 30:
Ten were baptized and one restored in the
meeting at Clarksville, Texas. Fine crowds
were in attendance. Mason Denton directed
the singing In a fine way. W. B. Barton,
Jr., is the preacher at Cla.rksvllle and Is
doing a wonderful work. He Is loved by all.
R. H. Bankes, Jr., Shawnee, Oklahoma,
April 27: Five were baptized during our
last week in Texas. · Two have been added
at East Main recently. One was formerl:y: a
member of the Christian · church. Th ere Is
great potential for a good work here.
Brother Oliver C. Cunningham left the
church In fine order.
B. !U. Litton, Memphis , Texas, API'il 28:
One fine young man was baptized here last
Sunday. The work here en joys a continued
and grad ual progress. I had the pleasure of
preaching in a meeting with the church at
Mountain View, Oklahoma, the second week
of this month. Two were baptized and two
restored in the meeting. Murrey W. Wilson
is their preacher and is doing a fine work.
with them.
J. P . WlUIHms, Route 11, Box 198, Fort
Worth, Texas, May 2: Another month has
passed and the church at Lake Worth in
Fort Worth, Texas, has enjoyed growth.
Three have been baptized and seven confessed error. For these we a.re thankful and
· give God the glory. We also sustained a
g r eat loss when one of our elders, Brother
J. W. Bristow passed away. We trust our
loss was heaven's gain . Therefore we press
on.

I

,J. o . Jones, 10'14 Beech street, Little Rock,
Arkansas: There were· twelve baptized and
four restored in the meeting with the East
Gadsden church in Alabama. Brother Franklin Camp is their minister and is doing !II
wonderful work in that section. Brother
Johnny Payne directed the singing in a
very fine way. He preached for this church
in its beginning. One was baptized and one
restored while I was away. Brother Frank
Kell did the preaching.

Tlc.e Elkins, 4428 Gresham Street, San
Diego 9, California, April 27: A flood of
Wilson "\Vallnce, Box 1804, Oklahoma City, birthday cards and letters, and I can never
w. A. Bradfield. Henderson, Tennessee,
April 29: Recently I have preached in the Oklahoma, April 24: During the last week an s wer them all except to say through the
following places: Broadway in - Paducah and of March, I preached in a meeting at Win- papers how thankful I am to so many (over
Sedalia, . Kentucky; Columbus, Mississippi; chester, Tenness ee, resulting in five bap- 200) for their kind reme'l'brance in time of
Pine Street in Florence, and East S'ide in tisms, and from April 5 to 12 at Trinity distress. I have improved quite a little, but
Athens, A labama; Second and Walnut in Lane congr e gation in Nashville, Tennessee, so slow. I will not b·e able to do any work
Parag·ould, Arkansas; Kennett, Missouri; with four baptisms and one restoration. At for months, in any public capacity. . Again,
Millington, Lawrenceburg and Normal in present I am In a meeting at Del Rio, Tex- to eve r yone, I say, "Thank you in .Jesus•
na1n e."
as, with one restoration so far .
Memphis, Tennessee.
I

I.
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Ernest Highers, 620 Clifton Court, Fort
John G . Bills, 4133 Middlesex Drive, San
Diego 16, California, April 2-6; We wen Smith, Arkansas, April 29: Nine baptized and
blessed with very good services at Linda two r estored in our m eeting at Midland
Vista today. Ten responses in all: four were Bou levar d church, March 16-25. Brother Delbaptized into Christ, one placed member- mar Owens preached in his very forceful
ship, and five were restored to their first manner. Four have been baptized s ince the
love. Today was the first day of daylight m eet in g . One, a man above 60 years of age
saving time, and several missed the services who said that he heard the truth for the
because they failed to change ,their time one first time over the !'Hera ld of Truth." This
hour earlier. vVe are so happy the way the is the second baptism that gave credit t o
Lord bl esses our labors at Linda Vista. We this broadcast in the past year.
Durwartl B9ggs, 7825 I-Ifllard Drive, Apri.l hav e three members in hospita ls, and they
F. E . Osborne, 1380 15th Street, Fenni-3 0: The Pleasant Grove Church of Christ 3.re very siclc We are praying for them.
more, Wisconsin, April 28: I expect to be
·co ntinu es to gTow. Four placed memberE. c. lUcKenzie, Box 11&4, Montgomery, in Marinette, Wisconsin, and Menominee,
.ship with us during April. w·e lost one by
death. Peace and harmony continue, and Alabama, April 27: Yesterday I was released Michigan, holding the first worship service
folks seem to be glad to do what they can from a 12-day stay in one of our local hos- there about the 31st of May. These two
for the Lord. We have some who are not pitals. My doctor accused me of being a cities are twin cit ies and both are manu'as faithful in attendance as they should be. vict im of "emotional fatigue." It is difficult facturing towns of about 25,000 people. A
· However, our attendance is holding fairly for me, a preacher, to believe that I have little help of about $350 a month would be
good with most folks being regular. When been worl<ing too hard. I am now on the greatly appreciated, from the brotherhood,
beaches of sunny Florida for a 10-day pe - to help establish a church in both these
·in Dal1as, visit with us.
riod of comple te rest and relaxation. My cities. Inv est igation has been made as to
Texas H . Ste-.·ens, .1815 Melbourne, Dallas bathing suit fits me beautifully and is of the expenses.
8, T exas , May 1; The month of April saw the latest design. Of course I shall be de Horace w . Ilusby, Fort Worth, Texas, April
this ffne group of two hundred saints twice !lght&d · to -send a snapshot to all who re4: For eight days including the fifth Lord's
exceed the $400 - per-week budget. Bids are quest one.
day in March, we were In a very fine meetin on our new build ing; we hope construc Douglas Lawyer, Sanger, T exas, April 29: ing in Rock Springs, Texas. T h is was my
tion will start soon. Wilson M. Coon preaches
in our meeting scheduled for May 17-24. Just finished a meeting here at Sanger with. fourth visit to Rocl< Springs, and the crowds
Some were added to the forces here durin!~' Tommy Shaver from Garland, Texas, doing were the larges t and .the inter est the best.
April, · and the spirit of love and peace in the preaching. The men of this congrega- Brother Ragsdale, the preacher for the
the Lord continues to prevaiL God is · very tion visited every house in town before the church, had everything ready and well admeeting and left literature and announce- vertised. Brethren came from Ozona, Juncgood to us all.
ments. Though this Is a small town and tion, Sonora, Kerrville, San Antonio, Uvalde,
Wendell Winkler, Box 133, RayviJ.le, Louisi- only 120 members in the church, there were Del Rio, Camp Wood and Barksdale. S ev ana, April · 28: I just closed a meeting in 25 responses during the m eeting. Nine were eral obeyed the gospel, and many who were
Good Springs, Alabama, with seven bap - for b apt ism. The' Sunday following the m eet• not- Christians h eard the word.
tisms and five r es torations. Interest was in g, two more were restored. Brother Shaver
Sammie E. Swim, 3826 Urban Avenue, Dalvery good. Brother William Woodson of certainly m ade his preaching plain and conlas 17, Tex-as, April 30: The Urbandale
Henderson, T ennessee, labors with them. vincing. The work here is ·at its peak.
Church of Chr ist celebrates Its first anniBrother S. F. H ester directed the singing
Neal lllarshnll, Fort Worth, T exas, May versary in their -new building next Lord's
in an able manner during th e meeting. Thre e
have be e n baptized and four r esto red here 4 ~ The work here at Diamond Hill is pro- day. During the year there have been nearly
The 100 responses. New records were set for
in Rayville s ince last report. I began at gressing in a most wonderful way.
O_ak Grove, Al-abama, May_ 7, and at Mulga, month of April was a record month in al- every phase of our work during the past
Alabama, May 17.
most every respect. Th e new records, estab - month. Also, durin g April th ere were 15
lished just the month before, were sha ttered. responses to the invitation: five member A,. H. Kennamer, 504 San Angelo, Midland, ~re h ave been in our new building less than ships, three restorations, and seven bap Texas, May 1: :J)uring· the month of April, two years and already it has proven too tisms. A new systema tic program of work
six were baptized, two were restored, and small. Plans for more classrooms are under has recently been adopted by the brethren
eight placed membership at th e Northside considerati on. We solicit the prayers of all here which should h elp the work considerchurch. Our building, including balcony, is of God's people and ask that you rejoice ably. I will soon begin my fifth year with
reasonably filled each Sunday; c lassroom with us in our good work. I will be with this congregation.
space is e:'<hausted. We are eagerly await- the church in Albany, in a gospel ~eeting,
Jnck nates, Broadway and Walnut, Santa
ing the completion of the new building for from May 25th through Jun e 3rd.
Ana, California, April 29: There were two
the new congregation. Since we have be en
. A . G. Hobbs, Jr., 3156 ' Jane Lane , Fort baptisms and one l;>y memb ership last Lord's
having visitors to sign a card we have been
amazed at the number present, each Sun- Worth, Texas, April 29: Last week, I closed day. On Wednesday, April 29th, we began
day, both from Midland and elsewhere.
a meeting with the Bunavista congregation a series of classes to last ten weeks as folat Borger. Three were baptized and three lows:
"Training
for
Leadership,"
by
Evan E. Wright, 163 Dean D-rive, Grenada, restored. Dow Wilson is the local preacher. Brother James H. Sewell (elder); "A Course
Mississippi, April 29: I hp.ve just r eturned At the J)resent, I am In a meeting with the in Revelation," by Brother Joe Ed Holly
from a meeting with the church at Bruns- Azle Avenue congregation here in Fort (elder); "A Survey In Church History," by
wick, Georgia, where I labor ed for three Worth. From May 10 to 20, I am to be myself; '"Problems Facing Youth," by Brothyears before coming to Grenada. - The at- with th e 47th Stree t congregation of Chat- er Joe Lyons, and two other classes for
tendance was exceptionally good. There tanooga, Tennessee, for a meeting. The 4th younger children. Those within driving diswere many outsiders at every service. The arid 5th Lo rd's days of May, I shall be in tance ancl whose time of mid-week service
comments received from ·the half-hour ser- a meeting with the Rosen Heights congre - will permit, are cordially invited to attend.
mons over the larger station, WGIG, showed gation of Fort Worth. I am devoting full· Bring your Bible and a notebook.
that the list en ing audience was very favor- time to meeting work and writing.
ably impressed. Among other visible re Paul Buttertleltl, 10fr3 South 21st, La
sults were six baptisms.
Il, F. JUorrow, Route 4, Box 102, San Be- Crosse, W isconsin, April 28: Two baptisms "\Vilburn Wbittb>gton, Mt. Pleasant, Tex.as, April 30': The North Jefferson congre_gatlon ·closed a fine meeting April 29, with
'seven baptisms and one restoration.
Bill
'Thompson of Lufkin did the preaching in
.an outstanding way. Our membersnip is
now 205 and on the last Sunday of the
meeting we had 250 in Bible classes. Contribution was $402. I begin a meeting with
4th and Groesbecl' in Lufkin, May 4th.

James "\V. Reynoltls, Pueblo, Colorado, May
1: Since my last report, e ight hav e been
baptized, four restored, and three idenlified
w ith the Broadway and Orman congregation.
Brother C. E. McGaughey closed a meeting
with us the 29th of April. The attendance
of non - members was exceptionally fin e . Th e
church here was greatly encouraged by this
evangelistic effort. I'll be in a meeting in
F't. Coll!n, Colorado, beginning May 4th. If
you are co·ming this way, worship with the
Broadway and Orman congregation, Pueblo,
CQlorado.

nito, Texas, April 27: Th e church at Ran gerville, T exas, located seven miles southwest of . San Benito, is anxious to secure a
preacher to begin work after June 1. As we
a r e a s mall rural congregation, we prefer
a man who doesn't mind doing secular work
to supplement the salary we are able to
pay. We have a nice brick building and a
furnished preacher's home. located across the
highway from the school and a store. Anyone int erested in the work in this field,
pl ease give us your quallflcatio:n,s along
with any other facts about yourse-lf that
might be helpful in making a selection.

in La Crosse since my last report. Both
were men. The · church has increased very
much in interest and faithfulness. The eve r.ing attendance and Wednesday night serv ice has been about the same lately. We are
trying to get a building of our own this
year. We are meeting in the YMCA, at present. A lot bas been purchased and is paid
for. The College Avenue church, Lubbocl,,
Texas, is supporting the preacher and a
radio program besides helping with the lot
a nd is to help with the building. Pray for
the work in Wisconsin. It is
hard field.
Catholic and Lutheran moet:ly.

a
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Paul Butterfield, 1003 South 21st, La
Crosse, Wisconsin, April 28: The country
church at Romance, Wisconsin, 25 miles
so uth of La Crosse, is doing nicely.
A
comm unity church building is used with no
cost except the upkeep, such as insurance
on the building. I drive down in the afternoon Sundays, and do the preaching. Bible
Foy E. HaU. 914 N . Sy lvani a, Fort study is at 2:30 and worship at 3:15. We
Worth, Texas, April 6: Afte r n early three have had one baptism this year-n man . He
years of pleasant work with Brother Claude was working for a Catholic a nd lost his
Guild and the Riverside church, I am now job when he was baptiz e d. Th e attendance
with the new congregat ion In the East;-idge runs about 32. Interest is good.
section of Fort Worth. This n ew congre gation was established unde r the oversight
A. c. Williams, Sand Springs, Oklahoma,
of the elders at Riverside. Th e church: is April 30: Rec ently I assisted the church at
growing In Fort Worth as It is in many Gruver, Texas, in a meeting In which seven
other places. Brother J oe Malone and I be- were baptized, two restored, and two placed
gan a meeting here in Paducah, Kentucky, membership. Brother Ott Shewmaker of
yesterday.
Pampa, Texas, directed the song service and
taught a s inging drill each evening. There
Hugo Albnond, 1530 Cruis e Street, Cor- were two services dally. Attendance and ininth, Mississippi, April 28: The East Cor- terest were both fine throughout the meetinth meeting resulted in six baptisms, one ing. Brother James 0. Wilburn and the
restoration and two by membershp. Richard church there are doing an outstanding work.
England, of Freed-Hardeman College, di- in that sectio n of West Texas. Brethren from
rected the singing in a fine way, while I neighboring congregations cooperated much
did the preaching. Visitors from some 20 by their attendance and encouragement.
congregations greatly encouraged us.
A H ere at Sand Springs, the work moves along
la.-ge and responsive audience seems to hear in an encouragin g way.
the dally broadcast over WCl\1A, in which
Lindsay Allen (Foote Street), Owen FreeJns. Fry, Box 12-55, Goldthwaite, Texas,
man (West Corinth), and I are the principle April 29: I have just return ed from a very
spealcers. I am finding labors in this area pl easa nt meeting with the church at 12th
most enjoyable.
and Indianola Streets in Phoenix, Arizona.
Churches in the area cooperated in a fine
Homer A. Utley, 12420 Vashti Avenue, way. One group came 135 miles to be with
Cleveland, Ohio, April 19: The work of the us. J. D . Rothwell from Eastside was with
Lord_ at Shaw Avenue is maldng wonderful us all the way through. Kenneth Engle,
progress. We are having overflow crowds minister for the 12th Street church, is a very
almost every Sunday. The weekly contr-i bu- energetic worker and cooperated in every
tlons are at an all-time high and n ew rec- way. We had visitors present from five
ords are being set in Bible school attend- states during the meeting . Thr ee _were bapance. Thirty have been added to our forces tized and one restored to fellowship. The
since January 1. Twelve have been bap- kingdom is spreading in Arizona. On my
tized, 11 have placed m e mbership, and seven return, I spoke one evenipg In the special
have be en restored to their first l ove. Our m eeti ng, opening the new building at Pecos.
plans now are to start another congregation Th ey have a beautiful new building and the
in East Cleveland in the near future. When chu rch th ere is d o ing a very fine work.
in Cleve land, worship with us at Shaw Av-!
enue.
!
Durwood Bogl,l;o;, 782 5 Hillard Drive, Dalltas, Texas, March 30: The P l easant Grove
AdTon Do..an, 253 East Maxwell, L ex ing- I church conducted a meeting March 8- 15.
ton, Kentucky, April 27: Th e m eetiing with ! Brother Morris .Moore did a fine j ob of
the church in Henderson, Tenn essee, last 1 preaching. We had three baptisms, one res week provided one of the most pleasant ex-: toration and six to confess sins. Before th e
perlences which I have ever had. It was a i mee ting one was baptiz ed. Since th e - m ee tparticular joy to be associated with !ndl- ing two have confessed sins and three hav e
viduals In the church and Freed-Hardeman placed memb ership with us. This totals a
College whom we had not seen since 1930. gain of seven new m e mb e r s' during this
I spoke in the college auditorium each morn- mon-th. One of those baptized was my son.
ing and In the church - building each eve- Inter es t on th e part of m a ny h as greatly
ning. B. B . James is doing an outstanding incr eased as a result of the meeti-ng. Some
work as minister of the Henderson congre- who are not Chri stians hav e b egun to study
gation and proved to be one of the most the Bible to see just what it really does
helpful individuals with whom I have ever ~each.
The future looks very promising,
been associated in a meeting. Two persons but It always does when God's people work
were baptiz ed and six were restored.
together with him.
F. A. Bailey, Route 2, Box 27, vVest Fork,
Arkansas, April 21: Since last report, I have
preached at Sitka, French, and Heart, Arkansas. The Lord willing, I will return to
Heart for a gospel meeting beginning May
16. I hope to have some time l eft for mee.tings this year.

Oknrles Vining, 1754 Brigden Road, Pasadena 7, California, April 28: It has been
some time since I have reported to the Firm
Found a tion but I am not on the quitting list.
I am still fighting the devil and all his
agents in high places. I am helping a small
congregat ion h ere in Pasadena, and also go
over in the Mojav e desert to be of assistance
to a con grega tion that is doing th e ir best
to serve the Lord in a humble way. Both
oongregations are having some visible resulits. We aslc the prayers of all faithful
Ch.-istians everywhere. If you know of any®e that Is In Edwards Air Base, that Is
interes t ed In the church or aveJ;J. might be
interested, send their nama to us and we
-.rtU oon tact them and encourage them to
oome to churc,h..
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all assembled in the auditorium, on the importance of teaching the word of God. Becausa he had an appointment on bhe Carlsbad l ec tureship on Thursday night, one of
our e lders; Brother J. M. Sewall, taught
his class that night. Attendance and interest were exceptionally good throughou t the
time, and we believe that much good has
been and will be accomplished by the school.·
We highly commend each of th·e teachers
who cond ucted the cla9Ses for their sincerity and ability. The teaching · was "tops"
in our estimation. The hope that the three
ch urches who sponsored the school: Grandview, North Loop, a nd Montana Street, in
the buildings of the Montana Street church,
may engage In similar endeavors together
in the future, was expressed by many.
Jtlurrny Jtlnrshnll, 309 Soutli 15th Street,
Frederick, Oklahoma, · April 27: Our work
here 1 at South Side continues to progress.
One was baptiz ed last night; recently in
the meeting a t the other congregation here,
we had one baptized who placed membersh ip with us. Our speaker system, due to
the generosity of Brother and Sister S. P:
Bennett of the other congregation hare, was
installed this past week. We look forward
to a fine summer revival In the City Park
here, July 19-29, with Brother Foster L.
Ramsey of Tipton, Oklahoma, doing the
preaching, and Alvin Bryan of Nashville,
Tennessee, l eadi ng the singing. The South
Side church invites you to come and attend our City Park meeting this . summer.
When you pass through Frederick, we ow:elcome you to worship with us at 15th and
Balsam in southeast Frederick.
J. c. Dunn, Route 4, Box 405, Po1·t Orchard,
Washington: From April 5th to the 19th the
church at Annapolis, near Port Orchard, was
engaged in _a series of evangelistic meetings l ed by Brother Maurice Meredith of
Caldwell, Idaho. It was a pleasure to be
associated with h ·im because of his congeni a l n a tur e, kind presentation of gospel
truths and sound teaching. The Bremerton
brethren helped much with their wholehearted fellowship. Other .b rethren were
pr esent from S eattle and Tacoma.
One
young man was baptized into Christ and
much good accomplished otherwise. The
church hera has fellowship in preaching the
gospel In Africa, Germany, J apan, and recent y- resolved to help in Korea. Brother
George Scott, whom the church here helps
support, recently reported 21 baptisms in
his field of labor In Africa.

Bill JtleCown, 176 Ohio Street, New Braunfels, T exas, April 25: At this writing, I am
in th e midst of a meeting with the small
congregation in Natick, Massachusetts. We
have had fine support from sister congregations in Massachusetts and appreoiate
that. The work in this sectlo.n Is far behind
the church in the South and Southwest and
has too long been sadly neglected. Man
strong In the faith who can compete with
tradition and sectarianism are needed In
this area to promote the causa of Christ.
The churches in Brookline, Malden, Woroester, Roxbury, and Provldenoe, Rhoda Island,
and Unity, Maine, have all been represented
during the course of our meat1111g at Natick.
Brethren Joe Handers, Carl York Smith,
William Harrison, Cecil Allman, Roger McCown, Pat Harrell have done and are dolng
a good work In this area.

lllonroe Tllnr1•, .El Paso, Texas, April 27:
Last week, three of the El Paso churches
cooperated together in a very fine teachertraining school and invite d other congregations of the churches in this area to attend. Th e school ran Tuesday through Friday, with a class on personal work each
morning, _taught by Reuel Lemmons. Teacher-training c lass es were In session each
· ev ening from 7:15 to 9 :0·0 p.m. with Brother
L emmons teaching - the class for adult
teachers. Brother Alap Bryan, of Lubbock,
taught the class for teachers of young people. Sister Bryan taught the class for teach- .
David 'l'aylor, Gould; Oklahoma, "April 21:
ers of juniors and intermediates, and Sister Five fine people obeyed their Lord hera
Mary Ol e r taught the class for teachers of last Sunday. Gould Church of Christ is a
p rimary and pre-school Cih!ldran. On Wed- [fine church. Our l<l<;;tl.lre:~lltp Ul;&t welillt was
nesday night, Brother Lemmons spoke to v ery fine.
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WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THAT
"TEEN-AGER" THIS SUMMER?
Hatton B. Gist
Well, one good thing for him and the
church is to send him to the Texas Normal
Singi n g School at Sabinal, Texas, June 720. Price $65.0:0. Most boys can eat that
much In that l ength of time. Write to Texas
Normal Singing School, ·P. 0. Box 293, Crystal City, Texas. This Is a good school conducted by Austin Taylor, Edgar Furr, and
Holland Boring, Sr.

- - -0•---COMMENDATION
One teacher writes: "I am using the Weirna Jo Henderson Graded Literature in my
class ·and . a~ well pleased with it. I especially like the series because they give
the cl).ildren something to do. Filling in the
missing words helps them so much In remembering the lessons. They do this so
much more easily. I find them true to the
Bible. My class is u sing Book Thr ee, Part
Two.· I ca n recommend them to anyo n e for
class work."
Lewis Hogue, 2841 Halbert Street, Fort
Worth, Texas, April 2.8: It has been some
two years since sending in a report to the
Firm Foundation. After leaving local work
with the Castelberry congregation in Fort
Worth, I served as field representative for
Boles Home at Quinlan, Texas, for e ighteen m o nths. I learn ed to love and appreciate
the work being done by the Home more
than ever. I have been busy preaching the
gospel and plan to stay busy, having only
missed four Lord's days' preaching since I
left local worV.I am now preaching for the
Irving Boulevard at Delaware congregation
in Irving, Texas, a nd will be until the elders are ready to move in a man to liv e
there. This congregation has some wonderful opportunities before them. Brother Frank
J. Dunn of Dallas, Texas, did the preaching
in a very f ine gospel meeting that just closed
with forty r espond ing to the invitation.
Brother Dunn Is a great prea,cher and man
FOR SALE: Church of Christ, Dumas, Texas, has church furniture to dispose of on
their moving into new quarters; consisting
of 2Q-Twelve foot yellow pine pews with
matcning coVlmunion
table , and
pulpit
stand. Bought from L. L. Sams & Sons some
ei ght years ago in good sound condition,
show ing ' some normal wear. Will want to
dispose of this around the first of June.
Priced at a bargain for congregations Interested. Can be seen at any time, or contact A. L. BAER, Box 578, Dumas.
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indeed. Brother Thomas Sullivan works with
the Irving church as song director and Is
very good. The Lord willing, I go to Wentwo rth near Canton, Texas, for a mission
meeting starting May 4·. I will be with the
church in Canon City, Colorado, for a meeting and vacation Bib!~ school from June 7
to 21, then to Gordonville, Texas, July 6'15. From there to Doole, Texas, July 31August 9, and then on to \Vashington Street
congregation in Marshall, Texas, September
13-20. Our membership is with the Handley
congregation in Fort Worth, Texas. Brother
Roy Deaver is the local preacher for the
Handley congregation, and is doing a sp"!endid job. The Handley congregation is now
in a building program which will enable
them to double their seating capacity. They
a_lso have a very fine group of elders. We
'plan several tent meetings.
u. n.. Forrest, Aluon, Michigan, April 24:
The work at Parsons, Kansas turned out just
as we had planned for it to do. And now
the two congregations are united and be·come one again, after twelve years of division. Nqw reun ited and reorganized, with
some men from each congregation as eld ers
a.nd deacons. They are now very happy and
the future looks bright. I love the brethren at Parsons, and they have demonstrated
their Jove for me in man.y ways, both congregations have done that. Brother Ed Bacigalupo did ~ magnificent piece of work
In helping bring it to a climax. I am now
here w ith a fine co ngr egation and the future looks bright here too. We have und er
construction an annex to the building, and
will have it ready in tim e for our vac·a tlon
Bible school in June, and to take care of our
grow ing c lass work on Lord's days. I am
here at l east for the summer. May want to
get back south 'If the weather gets too co'ld
for me here.
,_
R. c. Cot•elmul, Jr., Box 863, Clarendon,
Texas, April 13: Three responded in the
meeting at Boise City, Oklahoma, which was
co n cluded last night. Brother B. M. Pierce
is the efficient minister there. We made
about ten calls each day into the homes of
unbelievers and sectarians. Attendance records were broken, a nd I believe that in
the remaining part of 19a3 the congregation will just about double. Love, peace,
harmony and the will to do as God command:!
characterizes the congregation at Boise
City, Oklahoma. The e lders there are wonderful men, men who are striving dally to
be Bible elders. I was edified and encouraged
by their association. Brother Pierce is · one
of the most effective personal · evangelists.
He. is leading many sou ls to Christ. An ex change meeting with the congregation at
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El Dorado, Oklahoma, has b een arranged,
and Brother George Willdns started here
tonight in his part of this e"c hange. The
meeting at El Dorado w ill start April 26,
Lord willing. Giving God the -praise, may
we march onward' in the advancement ot
the church of Christ. . The church of Christ
is on the march. Lord wll!ing, I shall be
with the congregations n.t Irene and Cee Vee,
Texas, in July and August respectively. I
have time for one or two more meetings.
l\I. E. Blake, 110 South Lake Street, Carlsbad, New Mexico, April 30: We continue to
have additions to the Lord's church here
·at Fox and Lake in Carlsbad, New Mexico,
at almost every service. The church is really
on the march in New Mexico. We recently
conducted a lectureship here that was well
attended, an!r we were fortunate enough to
have some of the best speakers in the broth- .
er hood on the program. At the morning
services a question and answer session followed the speech. Members of the audience
were permitted to write questions on the
s ubject just discussed and these were read
\n hearing of the audience and the speaker
was then aske'd to answer the questions.
This added much to the Interest of the entire lectureship and r ea ll y caused the morning speal<ers to be especiall y up on thei11
subject. I held a meeting . at Loving, New
Mexico, the first part of this month and my
next meeting is in Scottsbluff, Nebraska,
June 7 through 14.
Gordon Tee!, 613 S. Charles, Pasadena,
Texas: I have just finished a meeting at
George West, Texas. ';['he church there has
around one hundred members, yet they support two preachers without outside ald.
Brother . J. B . Hudson Is in his sixth year
with the church there and Brother Beryl
Brockman is supported by the chu rch for ·
the work amo:ng th e Spanish -speaking people. Both works are progressing favorab)y.
Other small churches, as well as larger ones,
could profitably imitate the faith and works
of this congregation. The work ·here at Pasadena ·moves a long favorably. We had two
baptisms and one by membership yesterday.,
Plans are being drawn for an eight hundred seat auditorium to be erected on a;n adjoining lot to our present building.
The
present structure will be used for a n edu-cation building. We will- have over thirty
c lassrooms In the present structure. Until
t h e new building Is erected, we are having
two services on Sunday morning.
Hugh l\1. Tiner, Los Ang eles, California,
April 24: Close d a week's meeting at Moses
Lake, Washington, Sunday evening, April
19, with 19 responses to the In v itation, seven
of whom were baptized into Christ, seven
restored, and five placed membership.
I
have found no plaee wh ere the opportunity
for the church is greater than iiere. They
have no regular evangelist, but several
members of the congregation preach. Omar
Bixler, secretary-manager of the Cha,mber
of Commerce, and Virgil Jackson, superintendent of the local ho s pital, fill the pulpit from time to tim e. Th ey a re lool<ing
for a full-time worker. The members have
a mind to work and th e church is an important influence in the community.
The
church is at p eace and g•·eat things can be
e xpected In the future. The Lord's work in
the Northwest is taking a new lease on
life. During the three weeks I spent in
Moses Lake and Wenatchee, there were 73
responses to the invitation, 38 of whom were
baptisms. I also spoke to a full house Monday evening, April 20, at Sunnyside, Washin gton, where Brother Buddy Harrison begins .work In the n ear future.
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!R. ;u. Grl,-g, B r own s vill e, T exas, Apr_il
27 : Yester day, a m a n a nd w o man, fo r merly
Baptists, were baptized into C hrist. T he ir
co n vEl r sion was t h e r esult o f a sermo n
p r each ed over R a dio Sta tion K RGV In Weslac o, T exas, o n t h e, " B ack to th e ·Bibl e P r o g r a m" condu cted by th e c hurc h es o f C )1rist
In the l ower R io G r a nd e V a lle y of T e xas .
T h e s e rm on w h ich co n ve rt ed th e m was,
"Ho w Peo pl e B ecam e Me mb e r s o f t h e New
Testam en t Ch u r c h ," a nd w as preach<l d by
the wr i ter. At th e s ame ti m e, a n ot h e r lady
w h o had bee n r ear ell i n a Catho li c home
was ·b ap tiz e d , a nd in the evening, a yo uth
w h ose m o th er is a f a ith f ul Christian w as bapt lzed in to C hrist. Within the pas t te n
m o nths, o ur m e mb e rship h as g r o wn f r o m
123 t o 1 75 a lthough s om e h a v e mo ve d f ro m
our mid s t . Durin g· this time, 32 have b e e n
bap tiz ed , du e in large m e a s ure t o p e r so nal
w o rt;: . d o n e by m e mb e rs o f this co ng r ega li!lo n; 1 5 h a.ve b e en r eatored to th e ir f irst
lo v e--nin e of th es e had not f orm e rly b ee n
in f e ll ow s hip with this con g r egati o n, so m e
co min g· f rO I'\1 th e " a nti - coll e g e , an t i-l oca t e d
pre ac h e r" group, h a ving- r e noun ced th e ir
f orme r
be li ef s
conce rning th es e e rrors,
whil e ot h e r s wer e r eclaim e d fr om
th e
wo rl d; a nd 1 4 o th e r s have move d t o Browns v ill e and placed m e mb er s hip h e r e. '\Ve a r e
n ow at p eac e in Brownsvll'le , and working
t ogeth e r in the · great work of preaching the
g osp e l. Y es, the Lord has bless ed us abundantly, a nd w e pra y his bl e ssings upo n hi s
Pray th a t w e m a y be
w ork eve rywh e re.
-fa ithful u nto the e nd.
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l meeti n g. '\V h e n I ca me h e r e tw o a nd o'tle it said , "We can ' t
h ave a successful mee t i n g," b ut I fe el s ure
that eve n the m os t skep tical a're c onvinced
that we n ot o nly co uld but did h ave a s ucc e ssfu l meet in g . W e p r o ve d a no t h e r thing
in t his m ee ting, i.e., th a t p e r s ona l wo rk
pays d i v id e nds . I do no t think I h a v e e ver
see n a m ore e nthusias tic g r o u p £h a n those
who e n g a ge d in ou.r r ecent "pers onal w ork
progra m ," befo r e a nd during th e m eeting.
T hey r ea lly e nj oyed th e ir wo rk, and now
t h e lad ies w h o h ave b ee n a t tendi n g t h e
Tu esd ay af t e rnoon c lass have d ecid ed to a
wor k-day every Tu es d a y . Th ey will m eet
a t 9 o 'c lock in th e m orning, b ring a covered
di s h, d o pe r so n a l work until noon , h ave
lunc h t oget h e r , Bibl e c la&s afte r lunch, th e n
pe r so n a l work again in th e a ft e rnoon. The
chu r c h in D immitt has n eve r b een lri b e tt e r conditi o n tha n it is n ow. W e pla n t o s t a r t
co n st1· u c ti o n of a n ew buildin g v e ry soo n.
'l'b e e ld e r s a nd building committ ee h a v e
b ee n st u dy ing th e t e nta ti ve plan s pra cti cally
e v e r y n ig h t th is week , wo rkin g o u t final
d e ta il s. W e b e li eve th e cau s e of o ur L o rd
h a s a v e r y b ri g ht f u t u re.

j ha lf year s ag o , I h eard
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ve ni e ncoo. Fo r f urth e r information co nc e rnIn g Spad e, co n tac t th e e l ders, Spa d e, T e x as.
A rk adelphia's p o pula tion is a pproxima t e l y
9, 00:0 a nd is g r owing. Th e R ey nolds Aluminum Co m pan y is n ow building a new plan t
t h e re. Th e r e a r e tw o c olleges loca ted in t he •
c ity ; o n e is Stat e, th e oth e r is a B a ptist
·c ll e ge. Th e c hurc h m e mbe rship is a b o ut
10, w i t h l ow in c om es. Th e church h a sn' t
e noug·h fund s to obta in tracts to distribut e
f o r i nterested p eo ple. "The churc h is str o n g
in th e So u th" we say, ye t a r eal effort h as
n e ve r bee n m a d e a t thi s place. Yes we h ave
m iss io n f ields in our "back door" and are
look in g ove r th e m. Arkade lphia is loca t ed
h a lf way fro m T exark a na to Little R o ck
r, n H ighway 67 and pr es e nts an opportunity
and a grea t c h a ll e n ge. The church th er e
n ee d s s upp o rt. I a m not asking anyon e t o
s ~ nd m o n ey . I wa nt y ou to inve stigate th e
s itua ti o n and see h o w s o many places h e r e
in t h e So uthw es t h ave and ar e being n eglected. I' will furnish you with more info rma ti o n if you d esir e, or I would be wlll' n g- to d isc u ss th e s ituation personally with
yo u . U nti l Jun e 1 , m y addre ss will b e Bo x
405, Spade, T exas. A f t e r that, write In ca r e
of t h P c hurc h o f C hri s t, Arkad elphia, A rka n sas.

C. C. ~lel.nr e.,- , S'pitde , T exas, A p ril 23 : W e
a r e l eav in g Spa d e t he f irs t par t of J u n e t!l
bPgi n wo rk w ith t h e c hurc h In Ark a d e l p hia,
Mn.T,ine
Kelle}·, · R a ymondvill e,
T exas,
A rk ansas. Vi7 e hav e b een a t Spad e f o r on e
Ap ri I 22: H e r e is m y r e port for th e y ea r:
year a nd it h as b ee n a n e nj o yabl e wo rk .
I moved fr o m Sha dyva l e in Dallas, to R a-yTit e c hur c h at Ark a d e l p hia ca nn ot s u ppo rt
m o n dv ill e in J a nu a r y , 1953. Last year w e
a m a n f ull ti m e, thu s I s h a ll t each sch oo l
w e r e blessed w ith 231 r espons es and a profif pos sibl e a nd d ev ote a s much tim e t o th e
ita b le y ea,r with th e c hurch in Dallas . Of
c hurc h a s is possibl e. I labor ed with the
co ur se, th e r e w e r e som e losses at the church
Llnwood E. BIMhoJ>, Dimmitt, T ex as, April A rk a d elphia br e thre n b e for e and I kn ow >s th e r e a lways is, but w e feel that much
t h e ir n eed s a r e great a nd th e o pp o rtuniti&s
~ 2: Sunday ni g ht, April 19, marked th e close
good was acc o mplished to his nam e 's h o n o r
of t h e b es t m e et ing In the his tory of this a r e unlimit ed. My wif e and I f eel obliga t e d a n d g lo ry. Since January we have c onlp
in
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c ongre gation , with 58 respon ses to th e Indu c t ed three d e b a t es . I m e t L. L. Brown,
v itation : 23 bapti s m s and 35 confe ssion s o! p r o mi se o f s upport until I find e mploy m e nt. B ap ti s t , in T e rre ll ; I s aac J . Smith, B a pW
e
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ten
month
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s ilts. Jam es 0. B a ird did a maste rful j o b
ti st. of P u e blo, Co l or a do, twice . Once a.t
-of prea c hing a nd members o f th e c hurc h V>e fee l co nfid e nt thin gs will work out for Ray m o ndv ill e a nd o nc e in Colorado.
We
th
e
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est.
Spad
e
is
In
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to
-did a thoro ugh job of adve rtising. Eve ry
f ee l lik e mu c h goqd was. done as th e r e la
b
or
h
e
r
e.
Th
e
church
h
as
a
nic
e
home
hous.e in town was visite d from on e to
s ult of th e d e bat es with these :men.
We
thr'ee or more tim es befor e and during th e n e xt to th e buildin g with all m o d e rn c on- 'ea rn ed th a t on e was baptized as th e r e su it o f th e di scuss io n with Mr. Smlth. W e
COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE · av~ h a d 1 2 r esponses since coming to
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
\ Ve k eep o n hand r egula rly a s up p ly of Raym o ndvill e : six baptisms and four re~to- .
CHURCH OF CHRIST
f r e s h, pure, unl eav e n e d b r ead f o r co mtnuni o n r a ti o n s a nd t:.Vo m e mberships. The elde rs
800 S. Mark• Aveuae
purposes . El eve n w a f e r s t o th e small ca r- h av e agr eed t o se nd me on one miss io n
Brookl}'JO 13, New York
m ee t ing. T a lso h a Ye tim e ope n for a f a ll
t o n a nd thr 6e o f th eRe ca rto ns to th e la r ge r
WILLIAM N. FRYER-Evaacelt.t
ca rto n-a ll ca ~ ef uliy . Real ed Ro it will k ee p ne e tin g . If lnte r e.s t e d in ~ mission m ee tROGER W. HAWLEY-ETADireUat
ng, p lease contact th e elders · at the R a yin def init e ly . E very co n g r ega tio n s hould h ave
m o nd v ill e C hurch o f Christ. If you have
Suaduy-10:00 A.M. and lhOO P.M.
o n h a nd a good s u p ply a t a li tim es. P ri ce :
·10 t a rra n ged y o ur fa ll mee ting I would b e
\Vednel!ldn)~7:30 P.M.
L a r ge eart o n s . eac h , $2.3 5, p ost p a id.
1app y t o co nduct sam e . I will be with the
Phone: PRelllident 4-4'2'38
l<' IRlti F O UN D .>\.TION J>U BJ,ISHING· HO U SE ~ hur·c h in So uth Sa n Anto nio in June. Wh e n
Jlox 77. A u><iln 61, Texn01
n Ray m ond v ill e, w orship wtth u s .

CHICAGO, lLL.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
410 8 . Michigan Ave.- Room 500-A
Sunda y- -10 anj 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
Thursday-7:30 P.M.

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

WARREN-BALLARD -DEBATE
ESSENTIALITY OF BAPTISM DISCUSSED. Contains material
on the EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT and on the inspiration of Mark
16:9-20 that is found in no other debate.
Pre-.publication price $2.00-After June 1, $2.50
ORDER FROM-

TELEGRAM BOOK COD
608 Peardale Lane

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating· Co.
Rl-3595

DALLAS

2120 Jackson

Longview, Washingtf?n
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but b eli eving that th e Lord n eeds us mor e that of th e congregation.-Signed, elders,
ba dly in Ardmore we have d ecid ed to mov e Church of Chri s t, Jaclo>boro, Texas, L . S.
Augu s t 1. We earn estly ask th e prayer s Faires , J . L . Shook.
Worley Ferguson
Afte r Augus t 1, I w ill b e. w ith th e N or t h- of a ll th e saints.
east Church of Chri s t in A rdmore, Oklahoma. 204 F . St., S.W. , B e ntonvill e, A rk.
- - - -o•- - - By t hat tim e we w ill h ave co mpl eted eigh t Individual seats
een m on ths of wor k w1th the go od churc h
TO WHO l\1 I T MAY CONCER N
in Bent.onvllle , Arl<an sas. We are l eavin g
Curved rows
th e Benton v ill e congr egation w i t h t h e greatWRITE FOR
Jesse M. Kelley has labo r ed with t h is cones t r espect and love for the brethr en. The r e
gregation
for
approximately
the
past
is no factio n, n e ither is there a n y dissatisfact ion either on my part or t he elders .. two years. We heart lly recommend· him as a
Our work has been pleasant a n d the church faithfu l and loyal gospel e-vangelist. He Is
has grown fn number s, we feel, especially zealous in den unciation of error, b oth In
spi r itually. Followin g t he conv iction of my and •out of the church, without considera heart I am moving to Ardmore to work as tion of personal unpopularity or conse their first r egu lar preacher.
T he work querteas: yet in the spir it of Jove and· the
there will be hard and challeng[n g , but the fear of the Lora. He is sound in both
elders of the No r theast congregation _have life and teaching, and wh il e here with u s
t h e utm os t fa ith that in m y wor king t o - has conducted himself as a Christian gen gether with t hem and the L ord tha t t h e tleman. To those who may wish t o consider
possib ilit ies there are un l im ited. Se l fishly Brother Kelley for l ocal worl;: el sewher e,
I wo uld lik e to have stayed with t he Ben- we recommend him without reservation . He
tonville co n g r egati on a few years l onger, will be leav ing u s w i th our good will and
TO WHOltl IT ltiAY CONCERN:

This great hymn book will soon be ready
to

Great care has been taken· by the compilers (G. H. P. Showalter and Austin Taylor)
provide for the
churches a selection of so1vgs, hymns, and spiritual songs not inferior to anything that has been published. It ha,s some special points of merit.
1.
2.
bers

The book will contain approximately 25 neWl songs, direct ft"'m the

~ISS

that have never before been printed.

Special attention has been paid to secure and nse the very choicest selection of late years composed by memthe churches of Christ.

of

8. Every reasonable effort is put fo1'th to secure all the best of the grand old hymns that will never die, those
sweet old songs used in the childhood days of those who are now stalwa1'ts in the churches.
4. We have used great care to see that all the songs are scriptural and at the same time avoid some ludicrous
verbal modifications and substitutions that with good int entions have been made by some who are trying to make
everything "scriptural," and in their zeal have made errors in the actual meaning of words substituted, and in
versification.
·
·
5. Finally. we believe that we are needing a new song book now-that the churches are needing a new and better book-the y need at the present quite a large number of changes a-nd corrections. There is need to drop some
songs, and there is a great need to enter a good list of new- or nearly new songs that are teachable, practical, and
more worshipful-songs that are suitable for the regular services of the · chm·ch in an eminent degree, and as well,
for the singing s chools and song drills.
·

We believe that our new songs and many late songs especially, will stimulate and arouse, a muchneeded interest in singin_g.
Prices: We will have two bindings: Full Cloth Board, $1.00; Heavy Leatherette Flexible, greatly desired by many, 80 cents. In either binding, send 10 cents per copy additional for postage and shipping
expense.
We are anxious to receive from all the churches an order for at least one copy of this new book for
examination. If you are not ready for a new book now, you might well desire at least one new copy to
examine the new songs. PUBLICATION DATE IS JUNE 1, 1953, Send all orders to

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
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DEBATE

Dr. B. A. Tate
The debate be_tweeri Curtis Porter, church
of Christ, and John Causey, Little Rock,
Arkansas, March 24 -2 7 inclusive, was well
attended.
John Causey tried to establish
the _Missionary Baptist church by _false r ea soning and putting his private interpretation on ·each Scripture he used and also on
the Scripture.s Brother Porter u sed.
By his private interpr etation he said Acts
2:38 meant baptism applied to the saved
was to manif est his salvat ion. John Causey
and Peter, the apostle, _.I'Vho knew nothing
of a Baptist church, spoke differently. Peter
.said, "Repent and be baptized for (eis) unto
the remission of sins."
John Causey was
not satisfied with the plain reading · of the
:jllnglish and Greek; so he mu st use his private r easoning. All do that who want to
.substantiate false r easoning on baptism.
Peter in 1 Peter 3:21, sa id baptism saves.
John Causey again in his fal se reasoning
and m:ivate interpr e tation, says, No, NoWrong. Baptism does not save. Peter s a id
baptism was a like ' figure (saves us) lil{e
a shadow. You cannot destroy a shadow
unless you destroy the true object, person
or substance making the shadow, figure.

1
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IN WASHINGTON, D.

c.

A. IR. Holton
It was my privile~e, together. with Mrs.
Holton, to teach special cou:ses_ m the ~lx
teenth Street ~hurch of Chnst m Washmgton, D . .C., :A.pnl 5 to 10. J. M._ Hou~ton, one
of the elders, was th e leader m th1s schooL
Brother Billy Hood, minister at the Annacosta Church of Chri s t, presided at all the.
meetings. The school increased in interest
from the beginning. Most of the congrega-.
tions "in the Washington area attended some
sessio'l of the schoo L It is interesting to
note that th ere are nine congregations in
th is area now, where· there was only one
a few years ago. And the good part of it
is they are housed in buildings in keeping
with the community in which they are located, which means that they all have good
places to work and worship.
Brother Burton Co.ffman at Sixteenth and
Decature was away in a meeting at Corpus
Christi, T exas. He had helped plan the whole
meeting and everything was in readiness
and ran along as h a d been planned in his
absence. Washington, D. C., represents a
great c.pen door for New Testament Chris,tia nity. The whole Atlantic coastline and
all the states adjoining have been influ enc ed
by the work of the churches in the District
of Columbia. One feels, even in a brief stay
in Washington, D. C., that It is Indeed at
the crossroads of the world. The cherry
blossom festival was held during o.ur stay.
The public schools were not in session and
many children attended our ,school.
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charge to visitors, including family groups.
For further information write: Willard Collins, Lecture Director, David Lipscomb Co1·
l ege, Nashville 5, Tennessee.
_ _ _ _ ,0_- - - -

PREACHER WANTED

The church in Hon ey Grove, Texas, is in
n eed of a ministe r for regular work. Prefer a man in his late . thirties or E>arly forties with several Yllars' experi ence.

----a----DEBATE

Don Byler
There will be a deba.te between the writer
of Oilton, Oklahoma, and Mr. A. J. Wall,
Missionary Baptist, from Turley, Oklahoma.
It will be held in the Oilton meeting house
on May 21-22, on the subject of "baptism."
Brother Jacl' Meyers will hold a gospel
m ee ting for th e church in Oilton beginning
May 24.

----0•---TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

It has been broug·ht to our attention that
c e rtain statements have been made relative
to digressive l eanings of son1e oi our preachin g br ethr en; and have spec ifi cally named
among others, Brother- J. Emmett Wainwright.
It has been our pleasure and privilege to
h ave had Brother Wainwright with· us (or
m ee tings · for the past several years, and
we have always found him a contender for
the truth in every instance.--8 igned: Elders, Church of Christ, Olldale (Bakersfield),
California.

So the unsaved, must r epe nt and go thru
the figure (baptism). To d es troy baptism
(the burial, figure · of Christ's resurrection)
makes you deny Christ's resurrection. Christ
is the true one, making a form, figure, for
!the unsaved to go through to completion
after true repentance (change-of life, heart)
to reach that new life, remission of sins.
CLASSES TO FEA<l'URE
- - - - 0 1 -·- - Causey, in denying the Id entity of the True
SUMlUEIR LECTUilES
Church, denied the true death, burial, and
BIBLE TEACHER WANTED
resurrection of Christ, which shed blood of
Willard Col!!!!£~
Christ, enabled the New Testament in A.D.
The church at Nolanville would like to
A series of Bible classes on "Christian
33 to come Into force, as Peter proclaimed Growth" for students in all age groups will know in advance o.f the camp meetillg date,
on the first Pentecost of Christ.
feature the 1953 Summer L ectures at David certain men available for Bible class instrucD eath, burial, and re s urrection must be Lipsco_m b College which are scheduled for tion, August 3 t-hrough 7. Th ere will be
such men attending -the meeting, but we degone through In baptism to complete that August 3-7.
figute, and receive r e miss ion of sins and
Classes will be taught by Howard White, sir e to have the names of some planning to
new life. All denominations that deny . bap- 1 Batsell Barrett Baxter, Mrs. Oscar Foy, Clar- come who are "apt- to teach." Please do not
tism to a penitent believer, deny the Christ ence Buffington, Mack Craig, J. P. Sanders, consider yourself as bidding for tho job,
(death, burial, and resurrection)
A large J. E. Acuff, Ira North, and Thomas C. Whit- but · as volunteering for a n eeded service.
The church has asked me to secure such
number of brethren of the church of Christ field.
are fearful of discussions contrasting truth
C lasses have been arranged for both teachers . I desire a class in the New Testa. ment church, one in the Sermon on the
and · error. The apos tl es were not afraid to morning and evening sessions.
contend, disp ute in the t emp les, preach
Three of the . night speakers are: A. R. Mount, maybe one in the Epistles. Classes
run concurrently. Capable
teachers,
dally.
Holton, Athens Clay Pullias, and Ira North. to
Reservations are coming in now for the please write F. L. Paisley, 204 South 29th
Curtis Porter is a iling, but it really puts
something into !Jim, therapeutically, teach- series which is planned for the entire fam- Street, Templ e, Texas, if you plan to attend
ing, defending, contrasting error with the ily. Lipscomb wilJ... provide rooms free of the m eet ing.
truth. In psyche-therapy, it- has been definitely shown that it puts someth ing into. the
·o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o·o o o o o o II II II II II II II II II o II II II o II II o o o 0•
the.rapist as well as. the patient, to treat,
train, l ead him out.
HARDING COLLEGE ANNOVN:CES
Let's arrange for Porter, Bales, Guy N.
Woods and many others to debate.

A

CHURCH

LENDING LIBRARY SERVICE

PARENTS-Would you like to know more about the growth of your children and how to
contribute the most tQ their spiritual development?

PEWS
from

BIBLE

5-K!
WRITE FOR

TEA~HERS-Have

you wished for help in understanding your pupils and what may
be expected of the age group you teach?

CHRISTIAN LEADERS-Have you felt the need for suggestions as to how to corry on o
more efficient teaching program in your congregation?

Information

THE HARDING LENDING LIBRARY has been established to assist you with these and
other problems in the field of Christian Education.

Church
Furniture Co.,

In~.

JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

John )V. Hedge, Representative

Write to the Harding Lending Library, Searcy, Arkansas,
for folder giving details of this service.
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FOR YOUR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Many inquire as to whether these lessons are suitable for
short schools. They may be used for 5-day schools on up to 13.
Lessons ~re complete, without interlocking with later lessons.
2. The first seven years include all of the popular Wellma
J o Henderson series.
3. Simplified Bible Lessons cover years 9 and 10; the 3-year
course on the New Testament by J. D. Tant is regarded by
many congregations as the most adaptable for the high school,•
when the student is at the·age when the New Testament must
be considered with the greatest care. There are possibly no books
in print more popul~r for the high sch0ol and junior high.
4. We ask those who have not used this series, to order some
numbers that will be in order for the desired grade when the·
vacation Bible school begins. Brother Frank Dunn has done a
great service in the workbook on th~ epistles to Timothy: Try
this new book in a class of young men.
1.

THE GREATEST OFFER EVER
S1JBMITTED ON OUR SUPPI.IfS
FOR THE

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

-First GradeBook 1, Part 1, Bible Bi{),graphies (Old Testament Charaoters) --- $
Book 1, Part 2, Bible Biographies (New Testament Characters) __ _$
-Second GradeBook 2, Part 1, Bible Characters (Story of Noah, Abraham, Moses,
Daniel and other Old Testament Characters) ------------------$
Book 2, Part 2.. Bible Characters (Lessons from bDth Old and New
Testament Worthies) ------------- -------------------------·$
-Third GradeBook 3, Part 1, Bible Events (Taken from both the Old and New
Testaments) are outlined, giving students a view of historical facts
that really c-ount in God's plan ·--------------------- - - -------$ .25
Book 3, Part 2, Bible Events (A continuation of Part 1) _______ $ .23
-Fourth GradeBook 4, Part 1, Life of Christ (From Jesus' Birth to Peter's confession at Cresarea Philippi) --------------------------------$ .215
Book 4, Part 2, Life of Christ (Continues the story of Part 1, closing with the ascension of Jesus and the establishme~t of the church) $ .25
-Fifth GradeBook 5, Part 1, Bible History (Begins with the Creation and carries
the student down through the ages, ending with the Life of Christ) $ .25
Book 5, Part 2, Bible History (Presenting the story of Acts of the
Apostles) .___________ : __ __________________________ ..:. ________$ .21J

-sixth GradeBook 6, Part 1, Outline of the Old Testament History (Begins witli
the sto-ry of Adam and ends with King Saul) -------------------$ .25
Booh 6;Part 2, Outlines of the Testament History begins with the
story of David and closes with the book Of Malachi) -----------$ .25
.
-seventh GradeBook 7, Part 1, Outline of the New Testament (Begins with the
Gospel of Matthew and takes the student on throug_h the book of
Acts) -----------------------------------------------------$ .25
Book 7, Part 2, Outline of the New Testament (Begins with Luke
15 and takes the student through the book of Acts) ------------$ .25
·
-Eighth GradeBook 8, Part 1, Old Testament study (Begins with Genesis and
closes with Malachi) ---------------------------------------$ .25
Book 8, Part 2, New Testament slmdy (Begins with Matthew and
closes with Revelation) -··----------------- -----------------$ .25
-Grades Nine and TenSimplified Bible Lessons: This covers years nine and ten; one year
on the Old Testament; one year on the New Testament. Arranged in
4 quarters for Old Testament; 4 quarters ill. the New Testament; very
popular. All these lessons bound up in one volume, making the cost
a minimum ----------------------------------------------$1.00
Also bound in cloth - ---- -- ---------------------------------$1.50
-Gl'ades Eleven, Twelve, Advanced"Bible Stud it's": This is a fine three-year course of study on the New
Testament; the first two years suitable for grades 11 and 12, the
third year for advanced students and adults; prepared by one of our ·
greatest gospel preachers; all these lessons a1·e in one volume, bound
tn ·heavy paper covers __ _____ '"' __________________ .:. ________ _ __ $1.00
Also bound in cloth - ·- -------------------------- - -----------$1.50
PAUL'S LATER LIFE AND LETTERS
A Workbook i.n Thi4teen Lessons Including A Study of First Timothy; Titus and Second Timothy. For Young People and Adults.
The only workbook of its kind known to us on these Epistles.
Brother Frarrk J : Dunn;' a successful worker with young people in
the Bible classes and a fine gospel preacher has done an outstanding piece of work in the preparation of this workbook. Owned and
handled exclusively by Firm Foundation Publishing House, per copy$ .35

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

.25
.25

. ~5
.25

ALSO FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES
AND 'FOR INTRODUCTION TO THOSE
NOT NOW USING OUR GRADED BIBLE LESSONS THESE 16' BOOKS ARE
HERE OFFERED AT HALF PRICE:

REGULAR PRICE 50e FOR INTRODUCtiON

NEXT 10 WEEKS
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National Weekly , World-Wlde in Mi ssion, Definite In Policy-the.. Defense of the Ancient Gosll<31 i?e11vered to the Saints Und e r Pre~ent Manage m ent for las t ·43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this s eal : The Lord Knoweth
them that are hls"-(2 Tim. 2:19)
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W. M. DAVIS
Working With God
In one way the world is divided into tw o classes-workers
and shirkers. Some people do not want to work with the
Lord, neither do they have a desire to work with other peo~le. If they do anything it must be single-handed . These individuals a,re freaks by virtue of their self-esteem. Being wise
in their own conceits, th ey _think that what they would do
under the direction of someone . else is not worth doing. So
they do not work with God, nor do they work w ith other
men. Egotism looks like a small sin , but we cannot see how
an egotist can fit into heaven .
Enoch and Noah were commended for their walk with
God. Much is implied in such a service. First, ff they walked
with God, then they wo rk ed with God. They went the way
God wanted them to go, and did the work God wanfed them
to do. They walked and worked with God , a nd no higher
service can be performed by man . In building the ark, Noah
walked with God by wor}fing with God. This patriar ch did
not follow his own wisdom , nor did he follow th e co unsel of
ot}l.er men. He built the ark the way God told him to build
it. It was really God's ark instead of Noah's ark .
Paul says, "We then as workers togeth er with him beseech you that ye receive not th e grace of God in vain" (2
Cor. 6:1). According to this, man's duty consists in ( 1) working with t he Lord, (2 ) work)n g · with other men. We must
work together, and we must all work with God. By their
unrighteous conduct some of the Corinthians represented
Paul, Apollos and Cephas as working_ against each other.
To correct this error Paul said, "For we (Paul, Apollos and
Ceph as) are laborers together with ~od: ye a re God's husbandry, ye are God's building" (1 Cor. 3 : 9). These three men
did three parts of the same· work. So their converts , instead
of being P aulites, Cephasites ·and Apollosites, were God's husbandry a nd God's building.
And this is a lesson that should be taught repeatedly beca,use r eligious people are still inclined to be followers of
men. This is the cause of sectarianism. When three men preach
thl"ee kinds of doctrine, it is plain that they are not working
together. It is also plain that they are not working with
God, but rath er th ey are working against him . '
Why Read The Bible?
The Bible has always been the best seller among· books.
This fact is pleasing to God-fearing people. But it is evident
that the Bible is· not always read for the right purpose . The
mission of the Bible Is to_ make men wise UlltO salvation. No
one should ignore this purpose when they read the Bible.

If we have no intention of obeying the Lord, we derive little

benefit from studying the Scriptures.
Some read the Bible to criticise its teaching. Some read
it to find f ault with other people. A few read it to learn :what
the will of God is. The Pharisees were very religious; but
many of them did not read the Scriptures to learn the will
of God. They ~;'ejected the teaching of the Bible when it
did not coincide with their way of thinking. It is an abuse
of God's holy word to use it the way the Pharisees did.
Obedience to God is the theme of the Bible. We subvert it
when we read it for amusement, or to see if the stories it
tells are not absurd and incredible. The only way to understand the Bible is to be in an obedient attitude when :we
read it. Jesus said, "If any man :will do his will, he shall
know the doctrine , whether it be of God , or whether I speak
of myself" (John 7:17).
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Mode of Baptism In The New Testament
Oecil N. Wright
(Sermon preached over Radio Sta tion KFEL, Denver, Colorado, April 19, 1953).
Our lesson at this time is, "The Mode of Baptism in the
New Testam ent." It is a review of an article under that title,
written by a Denver- ministe_r, and published in a Denver
paper that declares itself to be, "Devoted to the Interests of
the Pr otestant .Churches of the Rocky Mountain Empire, "
and no doubt is read by thousands of people. Said article was
written to condemn the practice of immersion ·for baptism , ·
a nd to uphold sprinkling and pouring instead. It charges that
immersion is "uncomfortable, unnatural , unconventional, and
undignified ," and that the "belief in immersion is harmful."
However, should immersion be of God, as we believe the New
Testament Scriptures to teach, then these chargee amount
to no less than blasphemy and sacrilege against God~s holy
ordinance, and should not go _unchallenged and unrefuted.
-It is, therefore, in defense of immersion that we now speak.

Baptism Is Immersion
That baptism, as taught in the New Testament; is immersion, is certain for a number of reasons. In the first place,
according to Webster's New International Dictionary, our
English word "baptize" has its origin from the Greek word
baptizein, from baptein. which Webster says means "to dip in
water." Therefore, since the New Testament was originally
written in Greek, . and the very Greek word translated "bap-

Page Two

I

FIRM

FOtJNDATION

tl~" means to dip or immerse, the word "ba9tize" in our
English Bibles should itself always be understood to signify
immersion.
This is also corroborated by Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New ·T estament and by all other standard works
in that field as well. But we now use Thayer for two outstanding reasons: First, his lexicon has for many years _been
generally recognized as unsurpassed in the field of New Testament Greek and is probably more widely used than any
other. Second, his religious affiliation could in no wise prejudice him in favor of immersion, as he was a member of the
Congregational church, which practices sprinkling and pouring. So please note his qefinitions of the New Testament Greek
words ·bapto, baptizo, and baptisma. Bapto and baptizo are'
verb forms of the Greek words used by Webster; and baptisma, or sometimes baptismos, is the noun. Thayer defines
them as follows: bapto, "to dip, dip in, immerse"; baptizo,
"properly, to dip repeatedly, to immerge, submerge; to cleanse
by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make dean with
water"; and baptisma, "immersion, submersion." Of ba.ptizo,
he comments that, "In the New Testament it is ... by Christ's
command received by Christians and adjusted to the contents and nature of their religion, viz., an immersion in water,
performed as a sign of the removal of sin." And of baptisma,
as used of Christian baptism, Thayer also says, "This, according to the view of the apostles, is a rite of sacred immersion, commanded by Christ."
But suppose we had access neither to v,Tebster nor Thayer
nor to any other comparable authority regarding the Greek
word for our English New Testament word "baptize." We
still would have our English translation of the Bible. And it
tells us preciselJii w.h11t is done in baptism. In Rom. 6:3, 4, it
says: "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized 'into his de;ath? Therefore
we are bmied with him by baptism into death." So, in baptism there is a burial. Yet the candidate is not left buried.
And Col. 2:12 tells us so, saying, "Bmied with him (Christ),
in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through faith
in the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
dead." This means, then, beyond · any shadow of the possibility of a doubt, that New Testament baptism is immersion.
Where is there any burial in connection with s.p rinkling or
pouring? Where is any resurrection? Any pretended evidence
against this New Testament testimony must be discounted.
There is no higher authority as to what New Testament baptism is, than the New Testament itself. This needs to be
borne in mind as we examine so-called "facts" which the
writer of the articll under review says "prove" that baptism
in the New Testament "was not immersion."

Paintings and Drawings
So-called "fact" number one (quote): "Paintings and drawings of the baptism •Of Jesus by John the Baptist show them
standing in the water about a foot deep, and John pouring
the water on the head of Christ. . . Nothing is said in the
scripture accounts of going under the water but merely of
going into the water and coming out ef the water." (Unquote.)
Now, isn't that something? Using paintings and drawings
of uninspired men of po.st-New Testament days to disprove
what the inspired writers of the Bible say takes place in
baptism! Sure, there are such pictures. We have seen some
of them. But they were not made by any contemporaries- of
Jesus and John, nor during any of the time the New Testament was being written. They were drawn in later centmies,
after sprinkling and pouring had begun to be used by some
as a substitute for immersion. They prove exactly nothing
as to what the Bible says baptism is.
And as to nothing being said in the Scriptures about going "under the water but merely of going into the water
and coming out of the water," that just is not true. Remem-
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ber that the Scriptures say that in baptism there is a bmial.
And we read in Acts 8: 3 6-3 9 that when Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch had come to a certain water, and had gone
down into the water, Philip baptized the eunuch, and then
they came up out of the water. How much plainer could it
be stated that while they were "in" the water, Philip put the
eunuch "under" the water, before they came up out of the
water? How cou.J.d he have buried ·him in baptism, as the
Scriptures say is done, without putting him under? But enough
for that.
Baptismal Fonts
So-called "fact" number two (quote): "Early Christian
churches in Asia Minor, built in the first century have baptismal fonts that will not hold a gallon of water showing that
they did not immerse and the mode would not have been
changed so quickly." (Unquote.)
With no proof offered to substantiate that statement, we
are compelled to question its accuracy, because it is out of
harmony with recognized authoriti:es on archaeology. For
example, Cobern, in his book, "Ne..w Archaeological Discoveries and Their Bearingo Upon the New Testament and Upon
the Life and Time of the Primitive Church," page 444, says,
"The earliest well-preserved Christian churches date from
the fourth century." And Finnegan, in "Light From the Ancient Past," page 416, says, "The baptistery was usually a
small, separate building in the center of which was a round
or octagonal pool, entered by a flight of steps, for the ~ct of
immersion."
But just suppose there were churcpes as early as the first
cen'tury having baptismal fonts that would not hold a gallon
of water. What d'oes it prove? ·Not a thing, except that even
at that early date, as well as later, there were some who
departed from the practice taught in the New Testament.
But such a departure can in no wise prove that the New
Testament does not mean what it says when it declares that
in baptism we are bm•ied. It only proves that some people
are willing to ignore scripture teaching, and substitute something else instead.
Latin Translation
Now, so-called "fact" number three (quote): "The New
Testament was translated from the Greek into the Latin very
early and never once is the Greek word to baptize (bap·tidze) translated into the Latin immerge (to immerse) but
- into a Latin word meaning to pour." (Unquote.)
This statement contains both perversion and outright falsehood. It is utterly untrue that the · Greek word for baptize
is translated into the Latin New Testament by a word meaning to pour. The Latin for "pour" is fundo. And never is the
New Testament Greek word for baptize translated into the
Latin New Testament by any form of the word fundo. It is
true that neither is it transla,ted into the Latin inunergo. instead, it is translated by the Latin verb baptizo .or the Latin
noun .baptisma. And the Latin baptisma is defined as "a dipping in, dipping under, washing, ablution." Harper's Latin ·
Dictionary, thus defining it, says that it is used especially of
Christian baptism. It is the grossest of misrepresentations,
therefore, to say that the Latin translation of the New Testament teaches pouring for baptism.
Ethiopian's Baptism
·Again, so-called "fact" number four (quote): "When Philip
FIRM FOUNDATION Published Weekly by the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Austin, Texas, G. H. P. Showalter, Editor.
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and the Ethiopian were travelling the desert road from . Jerusalem to Gaza, the convert said 'here is water, what doth
hinder me to be baptized?' It would be extremely unlikely
to find water deep enough to immerse one on this desert
road." (Unquote.)
This statement not only discredits the Bible statements
that Philip baptized the Ethiop\.an eunuch and that in baptism there is a burial, but also displays a woeful ignorance of
the topography of that region. According .to books on the
Holy Land, though this • road wel).t th-rough some desert
country between Jerusalem and Gaza, the area was not without water .. Being rainless seven months out of the year, it
abounded with artificial pools for storing up water during
the five rainy months for the flocks and herds and for irrigation in the summer time. Besides, this road also crossed
two streams. One was a brook in the valley of Elah, a mountain stream that goes dry in the. summer but flows with .a
strong current through the winter and spring. The other was
the Wady el Hasy, which is a stream flowing the year around
and is said to be suitable for baptizing at any season of the
year.
Jailor's Baptism
And now, so-called "fact" number five (quote): "When
the jailor was converted by Paul at Philippi and was baptized with his family, it would have been unlikely that water
would have bee n there in which to immerse." (Unquote.)
This is another statement that certainly betrays an immense
ignorance, or something! Why would it have beEt_n unlikely
for there to be enough water somewhere in the city of Philippi
in which to immerse? But, if so, ~he New Testament, as well
as geography, tells us that near the city there was a river
(Acts 16:13) .
Washing or Bathing
So-called "fact" n urn ber six (quote) : "In J-uke 11: 3 8 and
Mark 7: 4 the Greek word Baptidze is translated "wash" (the
only time it is not translated to baptize) and the Jewish
method of washing their .hands ceremonially was by pouring
water on them." (Unquote).
All that nee_p.s to be said in answer to this is that the
American Standard Revised Version, in order to express the
"washing" under consideration, says "bathed." And, of course,
bathing includes more than the pouring of a little water.
Cloud and Sea
Now we come to the final so-cailed "fact," number seven
(quote): "The phrase in 1 Cor. 10:3, 'And they werl:l baptized
with Moses in the cloud and in the sea,' has been use<l by
some as an argument for immersion. Moses as they came to
the Red Sea stre.tched out his rod and the wind blew the
water back and the Israelites cr·ossed in a delightful sprinkling while the immersion was the privilege reserved for the
Egyptians who were not the people of God at all." (Unquote.)
This is simply a piece of sophistry. The Bible says the
Israelites crossed on "dry ground" (Exod. 14:22), not in a
"delightful sprinkling." Their baptism, tkough not an immersion in water, was not by means of drops of water either!
The Bible says they- were baptized "in the cloud and in the
. sea"-that is, by walls of sea water on either side and the
cloud over them, as described in Exodus 1 4, so that they
were completely enveloped by cloud and sea, just as one is
completely surrounded by water when immersed in it.
Conclusion
Thus we have disposed of all the so-called "f~cts" given
by the article to prove that the mode of baptism in the New
Testament was not immersion, and have demonstrated that
they furnish no such proof at all. But in conc:klding, the
article makes this other most reckless assertion that should
be noticed, namely, "Immersion was not practiced by any of
the churches until the last few centuries and is a take-over
from -heathen cults and not founded on the New Testament"
-an assertion so wild that it is contradicted by scholars and

historians of all faiths alike. Even scholars of the Roman
Catljolic church, which was the first to formally legalize
sprinkling, in the Council of Ravenna, in 1311, tell us that
immersion was practiced in the earlier centuries of the church.
For instance, Cardinal Gibbons, in his book, "The Question
Box," page 240, says: "Catholics admit that immersion brings
out more fully the meaning of the Sacrament (Rom. 6:3,
4; Col. 2:12; Titus 3:5; Eph. 5 : 27), and that for twelve
centuries it was the common practice." Time prohibits saying more now. But surely it is evid-ent that immersion for
baptism is of the Bible arid God, and that attacks upon it
are both sacrilegious and blasphemous.

"God, Man, And Money"
Clifton Rogers
Liberality in giving is a fundamental part of Christian stewardship--as important a part as anything
else. ;Realizing this, elde.r:s are devoting real thought
and planning toward the edification of the church in
this respect. Too, sincere brethren everywhere are considering anew their responsibilities in this particular.
They want to do what is right, they want to be pleasing to their Lord in this as in all else.
Right here is where earnest and sensible teaching
plays such a large part in congregational planning and
individual purposing. It is my personal belief that the
booklet, "God, Man, and Money" (special edition of
the April issue of the 20th Century Christian), will
serve a real putpose in the teaching program of any
congregation. You may order copies singly or in bundles from the Firm Foundation, Box 77, Austin 61,
Texas, at ten cents per copy.

Vacation Bible Studies
FOR

Advanced Students and Adults
--GRADES NINE AND T·E N-

Simplified Bible Lessons: This covers years
nine and ten; one year on the Old Testament; one year on the New Testament. Arranged in 4· quarters for Old Testament; 4
quarters in the New Testament; very popular. All these lessons bound up in one volume,
making the cost a minimum -------------$1.00
Also bound in cloth --------------------$1.50
--GRADES ELEVEN, TWELVE, ADVANCED-

"Bible Studies": This is a fine three-year
course of study on the New Testament; the
first two years suitable for grades 11 and
12, the third year for advanced students and
adults; prepared by one of our greatest gospel prea'chers; all these lessons are in one
volume, bound in heavy paper cover ------$1.00
Also bound in cloth --------------------$1.50
PAUL'S LATER LIFE AND LETTERS

A Workbook in Thirteen Lessons Including A
Study of First Timothy; Titus and Second
·Timothy. For Young People and Adults. The
only workbook of its kind known to us on
these ·Epistles. Brother Frank J. Dunn, a suc;cessful worlqlr with young people in the Bible classes and a fine gospel p'reacher has
done an outstanding piece of work in the
preparation of this workbook. Owned and
' handled exclusively by Firm Foundation Publishicg House, per copy ------------~----$ .85

HRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
BOX 77, AUSTIN 61, TEXAS
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Texas Normal Singing School
, The Texas Normal Singing School wili conduct its Eighth
Annual Session this summer f;.om June 7-20. This school is
the only one of its kind. It was founded in 1946,
The faculty this year will
be Brethren Austin Taylor,
Holland Boring, Sr. , Holland Boring , Jr., Edgar
Furr and Don Boring. Instruction on song leading
will be given by all teachers.
Complete cost for the
session will be $65.00. This
cost includes instruction,
room, meals an:d medical
attention. To enroll you
should send your name,
age, address and phone number with $5.0 0 deposit.
The halls were filled to
capacity last
year
and
more room has been added
this year in anticipation of
an even larger enrollment.
Brother Edgar Furr is
Austin Ta.y lor
the manager of this school.
For any further information about this school you should
write Brother Furr at Box 293, Crystal CitY.,. Texas, (winter
office), or Box 456 , Sabinal, Texas, (summer address).

Examples Of The Past Should Teach Us
R. L . Roberts, Sr.
The saddest chapters in the history of the church of the
Lord are the ones that tell of its apostasies, If another sa,d
chapter is to be written, it will be on the same theme.
The Lord established his ch ur ch . He built it in perfect
harmony with the prophecies and promises that had been
spoken concerning it. It was made just as God had conceived
it in his m.ind and purpose. It, with its law of life, the New,
Testament, was designed to completely meet the needs of
man in bringing him back to God. Had it never been cor- rupted and its laws never been altered, the world would have
been converted to Christ.
But, the church is composed of human beingij, that are
constantly making mistakes. "The way of man is not in himself;. it is not in man t h at walketh to direct his steps" (Jer.
10:23). \Vhen be has turned from the word of the Lord and
followed his own way, he has ever been found in a state of
corruption and apostasy.
Since the beginning of the church, man has been trying
to improve upon God's arrangement for the salvation of man.
Even before the end of the Apostolic age, and in less than
thirty years after the church began, Paul predicted its apostasy and said , "Th·e myst~ry of iniquity doth already work"
(2 Thess. 2:f"7).
This apostasy brought a complete departure from the teaching, practice, a nd organization of the New Testament- church.
~en full y developed, it gave to the world the Roman Cathc.lic church . Its teaching and practice continued to grow worse
t hrough the "dark ages" and fina lly grew so bad that men
rebelled and .started the !"eformation movement. · Failing in
their effort to reform, their effort resulted in the establishment of denominationalism.
When the · evils of d enominationalism were finally realized,
and men saw that O.ivision and strife among them were
contrary to the teaching or' Christ the "Restoration move-
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ment" had its inception. Simultaneous mo·v ements, in diffei:ent parts of the country, were made in an effort to unite all
believers in Christ, and to restore the church to the apostolic
order. The final result was a combining of ·forces and the
success of the purpose of the efforts. The church was restored to its initial purity in organization, te-ac~ng, and practice. The church had a period of very rapid growth. Denominationalism d eclined, and the history from then might have
been written differently had this pu.rity been maintained.
But, becoming dissatisfied with the simplicity of the order
established ·by Christ, men set about l.o improve upon that
order. Educational institutions were established through which
to teach the Bible. Missionary societies were organized through
which to preach the gospel. Instrumental music was brought
into the worship. In an effort to attract people to the church,
quartets, choirs, and ·choruses were introduced. They even
brought in drama and dancing. Their preachers began to be
exalted above the common pe.o ple. They were called reverend,
pastors, and doctors of div"inity. Boards and committees, were
appointed to replace and do the work of the elders. The result. was the present Christian church wi.th no likeness to the
church of the New Testament. I believe this departure had
its beginning in, and eminated from, the educational institutions of the day.
It seems strange that Christians of tod~y will not profit·
by past experiences and heed the lesson taught by them. I
think that few would deny that the trend today is in the direction of another apostasy, and by the same methods, at
least in _part, that all but ·w recked the church in · the past.
We have our institutions through which to do the work of
the church . We have our . choruses and group singers. We
have our boards and committees. We ·have our doctors of divinity, and in many instances our pastors--except in name.
If the trend is not arrested, we probably will have that also. Our institutions are draining the church of its money. Men
are being persuaded to -leave great sums of money to them,
that ought to have been given, or to be given to p"reach the
gospel. Our located preacher system has Ci"eated the idea
that the church cannot prosper unless we have a- . minister
present at all servic es. It is hindering the developing of local
men, so they would be able to do the teaching and let the
preacher, "Go into · all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature." Much is being said about the lack of qualified elders in the church. It is my firm conviction that here
is one of the causes:
Brethren, it seems from where I sit, that we need to call
a halt and look for the "old paths" and walk therein. The
Lord sur.ely knew what was necessary to convert the world
to him. He established the church through which to work.
He established no other institution , or authorized any other.
He gave us the gospel, "God's power to save." He authorized
no schemes of attraction to dl"aw men unto him except the
attraction ·of the cross of Christ. He placed all men on an
equal as members of the church-they are brethren. He forbids the exalting of one member above another (Matt. 23:512). Reverends, doctors, and pastors, in the modern use of
that term , were unknown in the New Testament church.
Wouldn't it be fi"he if men would just leave things as the
Lord has fixed them?
528 Boyce Street, Fort Worth, Texas.
The Life a·n d Times of Jesus the Messiah, 2 volumes __
· Commentary on Romans by Moses E. Lard _________ _
Campbell-Owen Debate on Infidelity --------------Sermon Outlines, W. A. Schultz _____ .!, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
CampbelkPurcell Debate on Catholicism ·-----------History of the Christian Church, Geo. Parker Fisher
Why I Left, Thomas L. Campbell --------------- ---
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Wanted: Names Of Christians In
Venzuela, South America
Mack Kercheville
A fine young man from Venzuela, South America, was con-

verted recently in Los Angeles, California, by Brother Bill
Stivers. This man, Carlos Huerta, is now on his way back
home. He would like to contact any members of the Lord's
church living in his country. Please send me the "hames and
addresses, and I will forward them on to him as soon as he
sends me his new addres.s.
Also wanted: Some congregation willing and able to support a good gospel preacher in Mexico to the amount of $100
per month. This man is living in Torreon, and has been
... studying with Brother Pedro Rivas. He was converted here
some time ago, and we recommend him as worthy of support.
His name is Marcelino Ramirez. Write me or Brother P"edro
Rivas in Torreon for more information.
59 Luna Street, El Paso, Texas. •

Mena, Arkansas, Deserves and Needs ·Help

tions, theological schools and no international benevolent
organizations.
I, too, was embarrased when I l.istened to the story, but
I was not embarrassed because the answers to the Catholic.
were in the negative. I was embarrassed that a preacher of
the gospel would show such little knowledge of the church
of our Lord as to think that there is any place in the church
for the multitude of denominational machines that swell the
Catholic with . -pride. The ignorance betrayed by that preacher
from the East is becoming far too common today. The church
of our Lord has no place for hospitals, international welfare
organizations, world-wide charity programs and theological
seminaries. The New T·e stament furnishes us with the complete pattern of Christianity. Any casual reader of that plan
cannot help but be impressed with the simplicity of_ the program and of the machinery to carry out that program .
The church, which we read about in the New Testament,
· has a clearly defined mission and it has all the necessary machinery to carry out that mission. It may not be able to do
all that some modern-day visionary organizer would like t-o
do, but it can d·o all it is commanded of God to do. That
will be enough. I'm embarrassed at the ignorance shown by
many people about the mission of the church. They would
have us take over everything from the· government to the
United Nations.

Doyle Banta

Recently it was my privilege to visit Mena, Arkansas. I
found a nice town of some 6,00 0 people located in southwest
Arkansas. The church in Mena is weak in numbers, but strong
in faith. They have about 57 members. Through faith, vision
and much hard labor on their part, they have erected a very
good bu).lding. It is large enough to take care of their growth
for St?Veral years. A great part of the labor was given by the
members. Their building is not yet complete. A few classrooms are yet to be nnished. We are acquainted with the
Mena work, because two of our very good families from West
Helena, Arkansas, now live at Mena.
To meet their monthly expenses the church at Mena needs
at least $14-5 .00 per week. Those 57 ·members are now giving
between $9 0 and $10 0 per week. At present they receive
some $95.00 per month form outside help. They need at least
$125.00 per month to carry on their work . There is a good
radio station at Mena, so they have a good opportunity to
reach many that way. They will not need this support for
long, but they urgently need it for the next twelve months.
Brother W. K. Cunningham is to move to Mena the first
of June. What congregation or congregations will come to
their rescue for a few months? With some additional help
now the cliurch at Merra can grow to be a strong church in
the next two or three years. I know Brother Cunningham
and know that he will do a good work in Mena.
This is urgent brethren, so let's come to the aid of Mena,
Arkansas. Send all contributions to C. Y. Blakeney, 1315
Reeves Street, Mena, Arkansas.

Embarrassedl
Glenn L. Wall.ace

Recently I listened to a man tell of his experience in one
of our eastern st~tes. He told of the small number in his
city who contend for the New Testament pattern of religion
and the gr-eat numbers of Catholics and others who dominated the religious influence of the community. -He said that
a Roman Catholic asked him: "How many members are there
in the church of Christ?" He answered: "I confess with great
embarrassment that the number is very small." The Catholic
pressed him further: "Have you. any great hospitals?" My
friend said he had to answer with great shame: "No, we
have no hospitals." He told of being embarrassed when pressed
to tell that we do not own any great newspapers, radio sta-

Report On Waco, Texas, Tornado
Trine Starnes

The tragic toll of loss in human life in the Waco tornado
disaster of 4:40 p.m., Monday, May 11, is steadily mounting.
It may be days before debris can be removed and an accurate
accounting of total loss determined .
Thus far we have learned of no members of the church
reported dead or injured physically. However, several of our
brethren ha\re suffered loss in business and residential property.
Many citizens lost their homes in complete or partial destruction. Calls are coming in over the radio for clothing
and household items.
The Columbus Avenue building has been damaged considerably in the basement by water from torrential rains
following the tornado which have now amounted to seven
inches in a few hours.
The downtown scene of devastation defies either description or imagination. One of our deacons, Brother L. L. Stone,
and his wife, were eye witnesses of the collapse of the eight
story R. T. Dennis Furniture Company building just across
the street from their cleaning establishment. They were not
injured, although debris fell into the front windows and
door of their building.
Immediate needs for rescue workers are apparently being
fulfilled as rapidly as they become known. Heroism abounds
everywhere.
We shall be glad to aid in receiving and distributing donations which interested congregations and individuals may desire to send to assist the homeless, unfortunate and injured.
Our sister congregations will join us in this great relief
work.
16th and Columbus, Waco, Texas.
SONG BOOKS
Many of our readers desire the muslin or paper-lined cloth
editions of our two popular song boolcs. We have just bound
a large edition of each of them in this binding.:
New Wonderful Songs, muslin binding, in any quantity,
per copy ------- -------------------------- 65c
New Ideal Hymn Book, muslin binding,
in any quantity, per copy ------------------ ~
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Studies In Galatians (No. 12)
R.C.Bell
"Men spake from God being moved by the Holy Spirit"
( 2 Peter 1: 21). Even without this personal impact of the
Holy Spirit upon his own spirit, Paul would have been a very
superior man. With his large natural and acquired gifts,
wealth of experience, and devotion to God, he was capable
of holding more of ,the mind of God than were others. Consequently, when moved, filled; and possessed b.y the Spirit,
he not only taught some things more fully than other in. spired men did, but withal became the most vital and fruit- '
ful man in history.
. The biography of a good man, from Christ down, is always
'profitable. When others know a man's motive is right, they
like to hear him tell his own life story. ·P aul, knowing that
the narrative of a Christian's conversion and subsequent life
was good argument for Christianity, on two. occasions related
his own experience (Acts 2 2: 2 6). To make and to develop
Christians there is no better preaching and exhorting than
what the Spirit "moved" Paul to write about himself.

Paul's. "Little Children"
(4: 12- 20)
Paul . feared that the Galatians might m isconstrue soll\e
of the plain, frank things he had written. a:nd even misjudge
his motives. Apparently the Judaizers had maligned him and
eaused th.em to th ink he was their enemy, purposely depriving them of necessary rites. When he thought of how the
simple Galati:lns were being imposed upon by the designing
Jewish partisans, memories of their unprec edented reception
of him, a very s ick man, when he first came among them ,
compassion for their distressed state under hireling shepherds, and perplexity concerning thei;. future filled his heart,
· and he grew ten-der and tearful.
Probably what he wrote Corinth about the same time, under similar circumstances, "Out of many afflictions and anguish of heart r wrot~ unto you with many tears" ( 2 Cor. 2:
4), would be appropriate in a se cond letter to Galatia. Or
perhaps, what he said to P'hilippi, " Many walk, of whom I
told you often, and now tell you weeping that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ" (Phil. 3: 18), he might· have
,said to Galatia. Contrary to Paul's custom, no thanksgiving
is found in Galatians, but it contains one of the tenderest
. passages in all his writings : "My little children, of whom I
am again in travail until Christ be formed in you-but I
could wish to be present with you now, and change my
tone; for I am perplexed about you." Note that the connection between the two verses of this ell).otionally drenched
passage is broken as if by sobs.
This introduces a side of Paul and a basic element in
Christianity, also, that we today know none too well. If
Christ could weep in human sympathy over the broken
image of God in the ,Tews, with the sisters at the tomb of
their brother, and pronounce a blessing upon those who
mourn, there can be notbing wrong or weak about :.tears.
Paul, whose comm ission was signed, "I wilt' show him how
many things he must suffer for my name's sake" (Acts 9:
16), became a man of profound feeling and many tears before
his martyrdom. What better reveals a man's size than that
which moves him to tears? As the foundation of the church
was cemented in Christ's blood, and the superstructure built
in the persecutions and afflictions of the saints, so must the
building be finished in the sufferings and the sacrifices of
Christians.
Love and tears have a ministry peculiarly their own. What
can be more eloquent and moving than the tears of a strong
man , like Moses or Paul, who does not weep till he has something to weep abo ut? A wayward son _can withstand the arguments of his father longer than he can the tears of his
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mother. If Euodia and Syntyche could have got off to themselves somewhere and had a good cry together, probably,
their difference would not have seemed so important (Phil.
4:2). Wben Christ (Matt. 22:37-40) and Paul (1 Cor. 13)
so certainly· give dominant centrality in the kingdom of God
to love, it is h ard · to see why Christians consider it as com.
'
pared to mtellect and learning, inferior. The church, l eaving
hearts unexercised and trying to do God's work with only
heads and hands, breaks step with Christ and Paul. The
only· fault Christ found with the chu rch at Ephesus was that
, she had left her "first love" (Rev. 2:4).

.

Paul's Allegorizing
After closing his argument for the all-sufficiency of Ute
gospel with a touching reminiscence, Paul, feeling that more
written doctrinal matter would be useless to th e Galatians
tells them that · he would like to talk things out with the~
face to face and heart to heart. Wondering whether or not
they really und erstand bow promise and law differ in nature
and workings, and realizing how easy it is to confess Christ,
yet rely on self, Paul, knowing the value of P'3rabolic illustrations to clarify doctrine, decid es, before taking up the
hortatory part of the book proper, to use Abraham again to
a llegorize. the difference.
"Tell me, ye that desire· to be und er the law (legal system),
do ye not bear the law (book of the law)?" Very skillfully,
Paul commits the Judaizers to their own Bible before he
shows that it is against them. "Moved by the Holy Spirit,"
Paul says of Hagar and Sarah, "These women are two covenants." He teaches that Ishmael, Abraham's natural son by
Hagar, symbolizes and allegorizes the Mosaic covenant; and
that Isaac, Abraham's supernatural son by Sarah, the Christian covenan t. As Ishmael, because he mocked Isaac, was
cast out, so Jews, because they reject Christ, mocking and
persecuting his people, must be cast out. These women with
their respective son s were no more incompatible than are
the two covenants. Sons of the flesh cannot abide sons of
the Spirit. No one hates grace like those . who try to save
themselv.es by self-effort. The point of the allegory contained
in this bit of history is that God casts out the legal mode
of earning justification, and freely bestows it upon "Abraham's seed, heirs .according to promise." The prophecy P'aul
quotes, since it shows Isaiah as well as Moses is against them,
further embarrasses Judaizers. Furthermore, it gives Christians of all time assurance that they are on the grow ing ,
winning side. Paul proves himself to be an elegant, effective
allegorizer.
·
Galatians is the Act of Emancipation for the slaves of law
in all ages. It defends the gospel against any invasion of the
principles of law, works, and flesh, which wsmld modify its
character of pure grace. It is the Magna Charta of Christian
universalism and liberty and freedom.

IF-THEN
W. W. Otey
If Matthew was inspired by the Holy Spirit when he wrote:

"Now all his is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the prophet, saying, Beho~d the virgin shall
be w "th child, and s~all bring forth a son, and th ey shall call
his name Immanuel, which is being interp,reted, God with
us" (Matt. 1: 2 3). Then Isaiah 7: 14 i~ a specific prophecy of
the birth of J esus, and that prophecy should read "virgin"
not "young woman." The question at issue is not one of
"scholarship," but a question of Matthew's inspiration.
Belle Plaine, Kansas.
Commentary on Matthew by H . Leo Boles ---------- $3.00
Commentary on Luke by J. ·s. Lamar -- ------------ 3.00
Commentary on Luke by H. Leo Boles ______ _,_ _____ _ 3.00
Commentary on John by C. Jil. W. Dorri~ ----------- 3.00
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
The New Translation
Is the new Revised Standard Version · the most accura!e
translation of the original languages used by the inspired
writers of the Bible? If you mean by this question the
most literal, word-for-word translation, then the scholars will
definitely answer, "No." I.t is a freer and more liberal translation than the American Standard Version of 1901.
As. a "modern speech" version the new revision will cause
many thousands to read the Bible who have not read it before. For this we are thankful. But we strongly object to
its acceptance as a "standard" version replacing the · King
James and American Standard Versions. The translating comm,ittee was not representative of the conservative scholarship
of our time . . The overwhelming majority of them are "modernistic" or "liberal" in their view of the Bible. This means
that they reject the concept of verba1. or plenary inspiration
of the Bible. When there was any textual pr-oblem they naturally leaned to the "modernistic" viewpoint. We regret very
much that they did not include a number of outstanding conservative scholars on the committee and bring forth the most
accurate as well as a most readable translati.on. Other versions will undoubtedly be forthcoming which will be more
accurate. God has providentially preserved the Bible so that
today we can be more certain of what the inspired writers
said than at any time since the third century after Christ.
Keep reading the Bible!
The wonderful thing about the inspired word of God is
that in nearly any reasonably accurate version the glorious
meaning of the message shines through. Take five or six of
the most widely used versions and read them carefully-. In
98 per cent of the passages you will find basic agreement as
.to what the original · writers actually said. The sinner can
loorn what to do to be saved in each one. Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John will tell him about Jesus' life. He will be told
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God (John
3: 1'6), · to repent and be baptized for or unto the forgiveness
of sins (Acts 2: 3 8). The book of Acts will teach th!! new
Christian about the founding of the · church and its early
growth. The letter from Romans through Jude will tell him
how to live as a Christian and Revelation will hold out the
proli!lise of eternal victory for the church through Christ.
Truly, "The word of the Lord endureth forever" (1 Peter
1:25).

"Lord, give us the Bible
Everything else has failed,
Only thy word prevailed,
Lord, give us the Bible!"

A Christian Journal In Every Home
Although there is evidence to support the estimate that
there are at least 1,000,000 members of the churoil in the
United States the combined circulation of aU the gospel !}apers would not exceed 175,000. In fact that would be a libereJ. estimate of circulation and · does not show the real picture for a large number of active me~rs take two or three
papers. Thus, not more than 125,000 .homes actually receive
any type of Christian journaL
On the other hand the Reman Catholics have recently announced tp.at the combined ·circulation of their journals has
reached 15,038,000 or rqughly 48 per cent of the total CathoUc population. Since the Catholics have set out upon their
program to make America a Catholic nation they have not

hesitated to pour millions · into advertising and especially in.to
the printed page.
;
Again the Southern Baptists st!!-te publications have reached
the 1,000,000 mark recently. Other independent. Baptist journals reach several hundred thousand more people. The Baptists have been working for 12 years upon a program to have
a Baptist journal in every Baptist home.
These two denominations simply show how effective the
printed page is in spreading ideas, whether true or false.
These publications have helped make these two denominations grow rapidly in recent years.
Should this information not arouse those of us who are
pleading for simple New Testament Christianity to the need
fer using the printed page. Why not use your influence to
see that a gospel paper is put into the homes of more ' members of the church imd a suitable paper put into the homes
of n-on-members. Send gift subscriptions to the journal you
have found h elpful, scriptural, instructive . Get up a a club
for the monthly or weekly paper you prefer. Some congregations send a year's su'bscription to a good monthly and
weekly to new members. Let's see "that a Christian journal goes into every member's home!
WORK HAS BEGUN AMONG SPANISH-SPEAKING
FOLK OF ALBUQUERQUE
G. F. Mickey

For years a burd.en as respects preaching Christ's gospel
to the Spanish-speaking population of Albuquerque, New Mexico, has lain heavily upon many Christian hearts. Finally,
along about the first of January, 1953, the Eastside Glhurch
of Christ, Trumbull and Mesilla S. E., resolved to do something about the matter.
Consequently, after much prayer and earnest consideration, it was decided to contact Brother Mack Kercheville, El
Paso, Texas. This was done. He suggested that a Spanish
brother be asked to join him in this initial effort. After some
correspondence, and some disappointments, Brother Pedro
Olivas, Las Vegas, New Mexico 1 a preacher of much experience, and one who has a good knowledge o,f God's word
and a profound love for the truth, consented to come.
So then, on March 23, 1953, Brother Kercheville arrived
in Albuquerque. Brother Olivas came over on March 26.
'Olese two were joined by Mrs. Eleanor Maddux, 1023 La Font
Road, S. W., Albuquerque. Together these workers visited
many homes. They talked freely of gospel truth. Some thirty
sincere people responded favQrably, and are becoming subjects for further conversations.
Brother Mack Kercheville returned t0 his duties in El
Paso. Brother Olivas has been retained for further work. He
has working with him Sister Maddux, and Brother Frank
Kercheville, language pro!essor of State University, Albuquerq~e. There are some four or five others among these
Spanish folk who are Christians only. These form a splendid
nucleus for the beginning of a New Testament"' church among
these long-neglected people.
Finally, the burden of financing properly this effort will
rest heavily upon those wh!l are already l~aded with undertakings of aggressiye . work, but this new service is too great
a challenge to let it. pass lightly. Therefore, should anyone
who reads this, be moved to assist in any way, that h~p
will be most thankfully received, and will assuredly bring
forth an abundant harvest. Addi·ess all communications to
Eastside Church of Christ, 5.36 Mesilla S. E., Albuquerque.
May we ask to be remembered before the throne of his infinite grace?
536 Mesilla S. E., Albuqllevqae, New Me:doo.
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EDITORIAL
UNCONSCIOUS OF HIS
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS
The following story Gomes to us from an old source
but seems to have been fairly well authenticated:
A man in the state of New Jersey fell heir to a
large family Bible in the year 1874. His aunt, who
had died, left this instruction in her will: "To my beloved nephew I will and bequeath my family Bible
and all it contains, with the residue of my estate after
my funeral expenses and just, lawful debts are paid."
The estate amounted to only a few hundred dollars, which soon vanished, and the Bible was laid on
a shelf, where it lay for thirty-fi.v-e years, unappreciated, unopened. The gentleman became poverty stricken, and iri his old age decided to go to his son's home
to spend the remaining years of his life. "
In packing his trunk for the journey, he had occasion to get down the family Bible. As he leafed it
through, he found hidden among its leaves $5,000.00
in bank notes. All these thirty-five years they had
lain hidden between its covers, and he had lived in
want and distress!
There may not be bank notes hidden away in our
Bibles, but there are treasures within the covers
which money cannot buy. Shall we live in spiritual
feebleness and want, and then, at the end of life's
journey or in old age, perhaps, find that we had vast
treasures at our command which have lain unused,
neglected? Shall · we not take the Bible from its resting place each day and leaf it through, searching for
the treasures which have been left there for you and
for me?

FROM 'HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS
Foy E. Wallace. Jr.
Since "A Word 'To Our Friends" was puplished several weeks ago; many have asked to know more of the
progress toward the recovery of my mistress, who
sustained last November a cerebral attack resulting
in paralysis.
- After leaving the Scott & White Memorial Hospital
and Clinic at Temple, Texas, we sought to restore her
activity by physical therapy prescribed by physicians.
Some response resulted from these treatments, but
the · paralysis persisted, and we have come to Hot
Springs seeking the remedy her ailing body needs.
Here in these hot mineral waters she is receiving
physical therapy under the supervision of government ·
approved therapists, and we await res.u lts in hope.
During these six months my entire attention _has
been devoted to this task, which no other could perform. I attend her -constantly. She has never failed
me; I shall not faii her.
As before explained, attention to other affairs of
mine which have had tq remain suspended must wait
while we eontinue this fight with determination to
win. it. .
Ma.:l.l from Box 1804, Oklahoma City, will be for-

G.
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warded, but, our direct address for an indefinite time
is 214 Fountain Street, Hot Springs, Arkansas.
We thank our friends for their inquiring interest,
trust the providence of God, and take courage.
His many thousand admirers and friends, brethren ·and sisters in Christ, wilr read these line born
Brother Wallace with sympathetic interest. As his father did in his day, and several other members of the
family have done, Brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr., has
devoted his entire life thus far to the proclamation
of the ·gospel of Ghrist. He· has done nothing else and
Virgie has stood bravely by to help, su&tain, and encourage. She has taken care of the children, and kept
the home fires burning, as Foy studied, traveled and
served the church and our ~rd as a preacher and
debater, author, editor and special writer. He has left
behind him a lready, a very unusual service for which
he is loved and appreciated, and for which the churches
owe him a debt of gratitude, and for which he is and
will be very highly and justly esteemed. We certainly
sympathize very deeply with Brother and Sister Wallace in this affliction. Let us all remember them in
our prayers, and. with card messages and any other
possible ministration. -

BARTON DAVIS, 447 W. ROSS
FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO·
The only active work being done among the American Indians is carried on by !esse W. Hampton under
the oversight of the Northside congregation 'of Farmington, New Mexico. Brother Hampton has spent several years working among these people. For some time
his efforts have been centered around Manuelito, New
Mexico, on the Navajo · reservation. About 100 meet
each Lord's day and their building will be completed
within a few weeks. A great opportunity seems to be
afforded at the- present time among- these primitive
people.
Brother Hampton will be away from the work during the summer whil_e attending school. He is anxious
to make appointments. to tell of this work during
these summer months. He will be available to speak in
Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Tennessee. If any in
these states would like to have him visit with you,
please contact the elders of the Northside church in
Farmington. We are anxious to work out a schedule
for Brother Hampton as soon as possible. It will d.o
you good to hear of this important and interesting
work being done among these "first Americans."
This periodical would be pleased to know that members and churches would communicate with Brother
Hampton and as far as. practical visit this reservation and get acquainted with these people. We haw:
received favorable reports from work that some have
done on a small scale a~ong the Navajo Indians. It
would seem that an at.tendance of 100 or ' so is encouraging~ and the work should receive the interest,
attention and support that it would seem to merit.

Tuesday, MaY: 19, 1.953
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Central Christian To Hold
Third Annual Camp La Quinta
W. Harold Fletcher
Camp La Quinta will be held at Central Christian
College with the first session from May 31 to June
10, and the second session from June 14 to June 24.
W. Harold Fletcher of th.e college music department
will be the director of this third annual session of the
camp.
·
The camp is for boys and girls from eleven to sixteen years old. The schedule of activities will include
Bible classes, handicrafts, swimming, chorus, tennis,
softball, volleyball, chapel, croquet, badminton~ and
horseshoes. The expense for one session per person is
$25 including room and board.
For the past two years the camp has received more
applications than it could accept. Each session of the
camp will be limited to 100 children. If you are interested in attending the camp make your reservation
now by writing to: Camp La Quinta, Central Christian College, Post Office Box 9-21, Bartlesville, Oklahoma. ·

Blue Ridge - A Camp Of Fellowship
A. R. Holton
Blue Ridge Camp Meeting, Blue Ridge, North Carolina, July 18-24, will furnish a great opportunity for
fellowship. The young people will all be under direction of Brother L. E. Cranford, minister of the Uni- versity Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee. There
will b'e periods of fellowship for old and young each
day. People come from many states of the nation and
this makes the fellowship a period of inspiration. This
meeting is for those who love the Lord and his cause
and for those who like to associate with God's people
at a time of vacation. You should begin now to plan
your vacation for the dates of this camp mee.,ting. We
are · looking forward to a meeting that will result in
strengthening th~ faith of people in the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ and its mission on earth. Those
who believe the gospel will be teachers. The atmosphere will be conducive to prayer and study.
This meeting will be on the plan of protracted meetings that we have ·held across the country for many
years. In other words it will be an occasion of preaching and teaching. It will be held in a ·section of the
country with which you need to get acquainted. Our
churches in this area are few and weak compared to
other places in the nation. The Carolinas afford a great
opportunity to preach the gospel. The people are receptive. In a few years the churches in the Carolinas
will be among the strongest we have in the nation. It
affords now a great open door. Come and visit in this
great scenic wonderland of mountains and forests.

Pepperdine Lectureship
Joseph W. White
We are well pleased with the recent lectureship at
George Pepperdine College. Brother Burton Coffman,
of Washington, D. C., was the principal speaker, speaking on the theme, "The· Christian Approach vs. The
Collectivisti~ Approach." Brother Coffman could easi-

ly have handled his subject in a sensational and inflammatory manner. However, he gave a sober,
thoughtful and powerful indictment of communism and
similar ideologies. His chief interest was not in political or social implications, as such, but in the determined attack which communism is making upon
some basic tenets of Christianity.
Brother Coffman has given a great deal of study to
these questions and is planning to publish a book in
the near future. We feel that he did us much good ana
wish to recommend that others use him to speak on
this theme. His broad study and powerful presentation ought to have a wide audience.
These night lectures · were the best attended of any
in recent years. The audiences grew steadily larger
from Monday to Friday nights, each evening showing
a greater attendance than the preceding one.
The daily sessions were built around a practical
workshop. A number of brethren ably presented various aspects of "Public Relations for Churches." We
expect to make this Christian Service Workshop an
annual feature of our lectureships.

Church Needs Help
M. Norvel Young ·
The following lefter from Brother Tom Byers is selfexplanatory. Brother Byers is worthy of our cooperation. Those who would like to give to help make this
down payment should write to him at Box 444, Pough.;
keepsie, New York.

The church in Poughkeepsie, New York, needs help.
We do not know which way to turn. None of us have
any strong connections with any church that would
be able to help us.
We have been offered a house for fifteen thousand
dollars. It is located on the main thoroughfare of the
city and is on a corner lot. The house is just the thing
we need for the next two or three years. It is necessary for us to pay five thousand dollars down. We will
be able to meet the payments thereafter by ourselves,
but we do not have enough money to make the down
payment. We have twenty-five hundred dollars raised
already. We had a lot which we paid sixteen hundred
dollars for and we figure we can sell it for at least
fifteen hundred dollars . .We have a thousand dollars
in the bank that we have saved over the past year.
We must get the full five thousand dollars before
the fifteenth of May. Any kind of help will be greatly
appreciated.
The work in Vermont is coming along nicely. I was
up .there not long ago and there were seven baptized
while I was there at.. Barre. I started working with
the congregation last October and I really love the
church here in Poughkeepsie. I' got married last December to Betty Foster from Lawrenceburg, Tennessee. We really love the work here and if we are able
to purchase this house the congregation here will be
self-supporting soon. The church numbers twenty-six
at the present time and we have the responsibility of
· reaching more than a million people in this area. ·
\\'rite me and let us know if you know of any place
that will be able to help ,us some. Pray for us that the
Lord will use us to his honor and glory.-TOM BYERS,
Box 444, Poughkeepsie, New YGrk.

Page Ten

FIRM

•

I

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
w. s. Wylie,
Texas, ;May 1:
and two have
the last three
vacation Bible

503 E.
Four
placed
or four
school

Huisache, Kingsville,
have be en baptized
membership here · in
weeks. We begin a
Jun e 1.
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Tillman B. Pope, Box 217, Alma, Arkan sas, May 7: I have time for a. meeting in
June a nd one in August. Should yo1.t ·want
my services. I am at this writing in Duncan, Oklahoma.
There are two fin e congregations in this city.

Wiley w . Joltnson, (colored), Gen. Del.,
Lubbock, Texas: The work in Slaton, Texas, i s moving on in a nice way. One young
man from the Methodist ch urch was baptized in Christ Ma y 3rd.
We will begin
our s umm er meeting July 15, 1953.

Claude Robertson, Ha-skell, Oklahoma,
April 30: Five were baptized and one restored during April. The meeting at Co weta, Oklahoma, in which I did the preaching resulted in one. being baptized. When
you come our way, visit with us.
George TiPJ>S, 211 W. Grand, J ackson, Tenn essee, May 6: Within th e past month we
at Highland established a new record for
prayer meetin!!' service attendance. I spolce
at Irvington in Indianapolis one night dur ing their lectures.
One was baptized at
that service.

Gussie Lambe t, 3220 West Caperton St.,
Shreveport, Louisiana, May 8:
Guy N.
Woods of Memphis, Tennessee, did the
Otis H. ~Ioyer, 402 Carroll Street, Sunnypreach in g and Bill Cook of Carthage, Texas,
led the singing in our spr in g meeting which vale, Cali fornia, May 7: I closed a meeting
closed April 23.
Nine were baptized and with the church in Porterville, California,
H. T. Steadman, 3206 Knox Drive, Fort one restored.
Our day services, held at April 22. Nine were baptized. Th e meetWorth, Texas, May 4: The work at Linwood 7 a .m., averaged 150. Brother Woods will ing was well attended from the beginning.
This congregation is wo rking. Brother Edmoves along nicely with several being bap~ be back with the church here in 1956.
ward A . Brouilette is doing a fine job of
tized and restored lately. At present ~rath 
Evertt Huffard, Box 155, Idalou, T exas, preaching for this congregation.
er Guild of the Riverside congregatil'>n of
this city is engaged in holding us .a meeting May 6. lt will be homecoming day for forPfc. Johnie Simpson, 289B NCO Qtrs, Camp
in which thus far four have been restored mer members of the church of Christ In
and two baptized.
Idalou on May 24th. A big dinner and a Stoneman, California: On March 1, 1953, a
day of fellow s hip Is planned. Our meeting new congregation was estab lished here at
Joe Lomax, Vega, Texas, May 2 : April with 0 . H. Tabor doing the preaching clos e d P ittsburg-, California. We h ave a memberwas inde&d a good month for the saints at about a week ago with one baptism and two ship of 32 at present and we are all work We are m eeting in the CIO Union
Vega. There were five respons es, one bap - restorations. Three were baptized the week ing.
tism and f o ur restorations.
Bible Class before the meeting. The work in general hall at 7th & Cumberlan d.. Please notify
your servicemen that there now is a place
attendance reached Its peak with 110 per- progresses in peace and harmony.
for th em to worship n ear Camp Stoneman.
sons the second L ord's day . . Our lowest at J . c. Clifford, Route 1, Box ·1618,. Rose - Those who d esi r e may call Extension 722,
tendance was 72. We expect to do better
during the month of May.
burg, Or ego n, May 4: Brother W. E. (Bud) Camp Stoneman, or write to me.
Irvine held our spring meeting with good
K. M. Kelly, Box 436, Alice, Texas, May
George Tipps, 211 W. Grand Avenue, J ack- results.
There • were 11 responses to th e
Yesterday was a good day for the
son, Tennessee, May 5:
Two were bap- invitation.
The church was strengthened 4:
tized and consistent outside interest pre- and the gospel was preached without com- church here in Alice. We baptized a fine
vailed in the mi ss ion meeting at Marvell, Jiromise. After June 1 my address will be young man, uniting the family in Christ.
Arkansas. Allen Vann is · preaching for this Box 203; Goldendale, Washington. We are His wife and oth ers confessed wrongs. Our
and two other churches in Phillips County, looldng forward to work in g with this con - midwee k Bib l e study reached an all-time
high las t W e dnesday night with one hunArkansas, and is off to a good start in his gregation.
dred
seventy-five
in
attendance.
The
work. Doyle Banta has done an enviable
Otl•a D. Fikes, 726 West 26th Street, ch urch h ere is supporting two preachers fuil
work in that section.
Houston 8, T exas, May 4: We have had fiv e tim e and over ' half the s upport of another.
B. G. Dobson, Box 529, Vivian , Louisiana, baptisms and t\vo confessions of fault, in Some of the Lord's best are to be found in-:_
M-ay 4:
Good a,tten da nce yesterday.
One the l ast few weeks at 26-th and North Shep- ll:he church at Alice.
restoration and one baptism. The lady who herd.' Interest and attendance is very good.
· A. E. Fin<lley, P . 0 . Box 403, Refugio,
was baptized had been r eare d a P entecos- B r other Roy Stephens of Burnet, T exas, was
tal. Our c ontribution was an even $300.00. with us in an excellent meeting in April. Texas, May 5: Since our meeting in April
It is understood that the first Sunday con: Roy is a great preacher and a true yoke- three more have b een added to our forces,
two by r estoration and one by membership .
tribution applies on our ind ebt edn ess. We fellow.
One man gave us 150 lbs. of choice beef
are meeting our obli gations nicely. We a re
Le-.·oy Bh·eus. P . 0. Box 734, Gadsden, and furnished a locker to put it in, so we
really thankful for our n ew building.
Alabama, May 4: One baptism an d one to wi ll not have to worry· a bout so mething to
H. L. Matheny, Goldsmith, T exas, May 4: be identifi e d with the cong-regation yeste r- eat for a while at l east. We plan on a
The church here enjoyed a good gospel day; our attendance continues to be excel- two - weeks vacation about June 1. Should
meeting. Brother J. P. Cre nshaw did the lent. Brother Willard Collins, Vic e Presi- a pulpit be vacant anywhere in east Texas
preaching and fourteen obeyed the g·os)tel d ent· of David Lipscomb College spoke to the first and second Sundays in June, ad·
during the meeting. Since the meeting one approximately 200 at our most recent fel- dress m e as above or phone 769-J.
confessed faults, and one transferred mem- lowship dinner. The address was a mas E<lwnr<l J, Crn<l<lock, 1714 Cass St., Nash bership. Our next gospel meeting will be terful presentation of the "Work of the
ville, Tennessee, May 7:
The meeting Jn
in August.
Brother Audy Moore, Claude, Church."
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, r esulted in two bap Texas, will do the preachin g in this meeting.
Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, May 7 : One 1tisms aJld forty restorations. W. R ay DunHorace W. Busby, Norman, Oklahoma, woman was baptized and h er . husband re- can and J. B . Cox of Miami gave much as May 3: We began with the Central church stored Wednesday night. 263 at pray er, 258 sistance. Th e meeting In Cullman, Alabama,
In Norman, Oklahoma, this morning, with in Bible School ·last Lord's day, 400 at wor·- with E. L. Flannery is off to a good start
a full house and one restored. Th e Ard - ship, $555.00 regular offering. May 31 we with one restoration, seven b aptisms, and
mor e meeting with the Central church closed h ave opening services in the new rock four services a day. I begin with Richard
April 28 with seven confessions and seven church building, s eating capacity ne a r 600. Weaver and the church in Smyrna, Tennesrestored the last ser vice. There were sev- 'I t will be home-coming . day with basket ISee, May 17, and McGehee, Arkansas, May
enteen baptisms and about twenty restored lunch in the Hancock Park. Jun e 15, P. D. 31.
or identified. Large crowds attend ed, and Wilmeth will begin ·our gospe.l m eeti ng.
Lee Jn<>ol>s, 1115 E g mon t Street, BrunsServices daily 7:00 a.m. and B:OO p.m.
fine interest at all services.
wick, Georgia:
The worlc of the church
J , F . Doggett, 1001 Meadow Lane Street, J'lere is on the upgrade. We have just closed
Da-vi<l Allan, 2022 Vincent, Brownwood, Tyler, Texas, May 7: On the night of April a. meeting with Brolher. Evan E. Wright
Texa-s, May 3:
Our meeting came to a 29 Brother Ray F . Chester of Vernon, Tex - of Grenada, Mississippi, who preached for us
close tonfght, with twelve additions; ten as, closed a fine meeting with the Crescent some three years before going to Grenada.
baptized, and two restored. Brother Frank Heights con~regation of this city. Visible The meeting was a great success in every
Pack of Abiiene Christian College gave u s results were eleven baptisms and two res- way. The sermons were j)'1'eached kindly,
some very fine lessons, and Brother Earnest torations.
This congregation is in better plainly and to the point in the r egular servSteele l ed the singing in a very fine way. spiritu a l condition than it has been in in ices anc1 on the a ir. The plain gospel is
I personally was happy over the success years. The future loolcs bright for a con- powerful and six souls were added by bapof our meeting, because one of the baptized tinued good worlc with th ese fine- people. tism. We have invited Brothezo Wright to
was my own son.
When coming our. way, worship with us.
be ·bacl< with us at an ear1;y data

.
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Palmer 'Vheeler, P . 0. Box 974, Memphis, do, singing for meetin gs, h elping in Vaca Texas, May 5:
Several young men havt! tion Bible Schools and teaching song drills.
asked me to help them find song work to Any cong("egatlon ne eding young m en for
this service s hould contact me immediately.
My son, Tommy, has some time in Jun e
a nd August. E'Very congregation needs a
good · song drill. The boys need the experie nc e-the church needs their services.
from
Tommy h as had three years In ACC and s ix
years of experien ce in teaching' many suc cessful schools.
WRITE FOR
J.U. A. lllansur, 1405 Richard·son, Columbia,
Information
Missouri, May 4 : The work of the Lord
continues to progress very nicely with the
Paris Road Church of Christ in Columbia.
A University student and his wife wer.e
baptized into Christ at the morning services
yesterday.
One came to b'e restored and
one to be baptized during our recent meeting, which was ab ly conducted by Brother
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS
Walter C. Billingsley; and another came to
be baptized the Sunday preceding the me etJohn ,V, Hedge, Representative
ing; making a total of five responses to
.'the gospel in the past three weeks. For
a ll we give thanks to the Lord. When in
Missouri we cordially invite you to come
and worship with us ..

CHURCH

PEWS
S-K!-

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.

CAie11gc

CHURCH OF CHRIST
DOWNTOWN
Central YMCA Auditorium
19 S. LA SALLE ST.

•

Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Worship, 11:00 A.M. and 2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:3_0 P.M.
WORSHIP WITH US

Joseph W. B:oker, 4147 Lorna Alta, San
Diego, California, May 3: The church at
Imperial Beach is continuing to grow. In
>the past two weeks we have had eleven
baptisms. Three people confessed th ey had
sinned publicly and asked the forgiveness
of the church. We are growing spiritually
as well as in numb e rs. God is indeed blessing the efforts of those who are z ealou s ly
a nd tirelessly working to sp r ead the gospel at this place. Soon we will have out grown the building iR which we meet. We
have a lot in a very fine l ocation bought
and paid fo r and we hope-with the Lord's
help-and not too far in the future to have
a building erected upon it. The building
was filled this morning and we w ill again
have to purchase more seats to accommodate those attend in g. We ask the p r ay ers of Christians everywhere as we worlr
to save souls in this community.
L. Arnoltl Wntson, 7350 Chase Road. Dear ·
born, Michigan, May 6: April , 22 closed a
t e n-day meeting with the Northsid e church,
Wichita, Kansas, with two baptize'd. Gen e
Hancock, Jr., a buildin g con tractor, pr each es for this congregation. During th e meeting an all time r ecord of atte ndance was
set on Sunday.
Following this m eeting,
April 23-May 1, a me eti ng was conducted
at the Twin City church, Kansas City; Kansas, with five being baptized. \Vm. K. Anderson is the capable evangel ist h er e.
C.
Roy Bixler Is one of the bishops and is
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paid for full-time work with the church.
This was my first meeting at Twin City
and my third at Wichita. May 11 I begin
with the Taylor Center, Michigan, congregation.
Our Bible School expansion program is developing satisfactorily aml cons truction will b egin soon.
When travels
bring you to Detroit over the Lord's day,
visit and worship with us.
Timothy B. Crews, 105 Hardy Avenue,
Corsicana, Texas, May 6:
Since last fali
the N. Beaton church has suffered some
h eavy losses but atten dance holds up well.
Truman Spring is to be with us Jun.e 22July 1. I am to be at Bassett July 5-12;
Cayuga July 17-26 (this meeting may be
changed to Jun e 5-14), and at Groesbeck
August 6-16. · AJl these in T exas. It will
be my second successive visit to Cayuga and
Groesbeck.
Robert Goodnuut, Box 308, Over t on, Texas,
May 6: Robert F . Turner of_ Prescott, Arizona, closed a good meeting here April 26.
The brethren say that we had more in attendance at this· m ee ting than any Pt:evious
meeting. Th e church was strengthened. A
former Methodist was baptized and his wife
is now identified with us. One young lady
from a neighboring congregation confessed
her sin in attending a dance. She knew
it was a bad influence and hurt the church
at Overton. Interest is good.
Joe H. •l llorris, 2707 Ky Avenue, Paducah,
Kentucky, May 4: I closed a good meeting
with the Center Street church in Owe!Wboro, Kentucky, April 30. Interest and atltendance was good throughout. Two were
bapt iz e d. Larg est Bible school attendance
and contribution were enjoyed in the history
of the church there.
Jim Cannon is the
preacher and is appreciated by all. He and
(the brethren have done a fine work. Th e
other congregations and preachers of the
city cooperated fully and faithfully.
Our
worl' at Clements Street enjoyed greatest
at t endance a nd contribution last week, 301.
in Bible school, 20'1 in Mid-week classes,
with $488 .00 contributed.
Our n ew radio
program is attracting much attention. Th e
program · may
be heard daily Monday
through Friday at 11:15 a.m. over r ad io
s t a tion WPAD, Paducah, Kentucky.
During the first third of the year we have had
21 added to the membership list, twelve
baptized, seven by membership and two
who confessed wrongs and were Identified.
H:trtsell Joluu;on,
Hutchinson, Kansas,
May 5 : 'Ih e work at Hth and Adams congregation is in the best spiritual condition
after a splendid gospel meeting which just
closed.
Brother Wilburn C. Hill did his
part in preaching the 'gospel in an exceptional -Hay. Nin e additions during this effort together.
Five were baptisms.
One
has been restored since the meeting. The
congregatio n underwent a n e w experience.
on the trial basis, that is having day services. At first, no one thoughy of having 25
but on the last day our attendance r eached
100. The work · in the L-ord's vineyard or
Kansas is growing, but the field is truly
ripe unto harvest. Many cities of conside~·able size h ave no congregation at all. W e
ask you to pray to the Lord o'f the harvest,
to send forth reapers into this. neeay i'ield.
At present, we a r e working in an effort to
.s tart a congregation at Haven, Kansas.
Should you be morally and spiritually qualified to work with the small band of disciples there, and desirous of d.oing mlss·ion
work of this type, please contact the elders
of 14th and Adams congregaHoa here. We
solicit your prayers.
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A. R. Holton, Nashville, Tennessee: Blue
Ridge Camp Meeting, Blue Ridge, North
Carolina, July 18-~4, is near the Great Smo ky Mountains, National Park, one of the
most largely attended parks in the country.
Write J. W. Brents, Woodmont Boulevard,
Nashville, (I'ennessee.

Barton Davis, Farmington, New Mexico,
May 4: The Northside congregation here
just closed a good meeting with B. C. Stapleton of Durango, Colorado, doing th e
preaching. Four were baptized and r e cords
in attendance and contribution were broken.
Six have been identified since last report.
I begin a meeting in Kim, Colora do, May 11.
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R. Leonard Owen,;, P. 0. Box 446, Atoka,
Oklahoma, April 24: Since my last report
we have enjoyed ten responses to the Master's invitation. The re were four baptisms,
four restorations and two placed membership. We have an average of 175 for Bible
:study. Plans are in the making for a new
building in the nea r futur·e. Please note
C. C. Jones, Box 692, West Memphis, Ark - my new address.
ansas: Two weeks ago my wife had a blood .
clot to get loose and hit her brain and
left h e r paralyzed on the left side. We have
Seat Them in Comfort cancelled some appointments on account of
Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber
her illn ess. Those who know us will want
to write her a card.

John H. Gerrard, P. 0. Box 735, Aurora,
Illinois, May 4 : Had good attendance at
both serv ices yesterday. One was restored
at the morning service.
Help us locate
members of the church who have moved to
this section by sending us their names and
address es. We will be glad to look them up.

Clyde C. Corner, 208 North John, HoldenH. v . Herulry, Jasper, Texas, April 21: Ira
ville, Oklahoma May 4: Frank L. Smith of B. Sandusky of Beaumont closed an eight Shawnee, Oklahoma, pre ached in our meet- day m ee ting Wi th the Jasper church. Three
Ing recently. Five were baptized. One was were ba ptiz ed and good wa:; done otherbaptized and two placed membership before wise. The preaching was first cl-ass, neigh the meeting began.
Records were set in boring congregations visited, the faithful
Bible study both Sundays of the meeting. in Jasper came, but the careless, indifferent
Interest and attendance were good."
and unfaithful stayed away as usual.

Forrest Dunlap Public Sealing Co.
Rl-3595

DALLAS

2126 Jackson

' MAJESTIC HYMNS'' NOW ON THE PRESS
This great hymn book will soon be ready
Great care has been taken by the compilet·s (G. H. P. Showalter and Aust{n Taylor) to provide for the
churches a selection of soriJ{Js, hymns, and spiritual songs not inferior to anything that kas been published. It ha.s some special points of merit.
1.

The book will contain approximately 25 new songs, direct from the MSS that have never before been printed.

2. Special attention bas been paid to secure and use the very choicest selection of late yeal'S composed by members of the churches of Christ.

S. E'llery reasonable effm't is put forth to secure all the best· of the grand old hyJlllls that will never die, those
sweet old songs used in the childhood days of those who are now stalwarts in the churches.

4. We have used great care to see that all the songs are scriptural and at the same time avoid some ludicrous
verbal modifications and substitutions that with good intentions have been made by some who a.re trying to .make ·
everything "scriptural," and in their zeal have made eiTors in the actual meaning of words substituted, and in
versification.
5. Finally, we believe that we are needing a new song book now-that the churches are needing a new and better book-they need at the present quite a large number of changes and c6rrections. There is need to drop some
songs, and there is a great need to enter a good list of ne w or nearly new songs that are teachable, praetical, and
more worshipful- songs that a.re suitable for the regular services of the church in an eminent degree, and as weD,
for the singing schools and song drills.

We beli~ve that our new songs and many late songs especially, will stimulate and arouse, a much:eeeded interest in singing.
.

.

Prices: We will have two bindings: Full Cloth Board, $1.00; Heavy Leatherette Flexible, greatly desired by many, 80 cents. In either binding, send 10 cents per copy additional for postage and shipping
expense.
We are anxious to receive from all the churches an order· for at least one copy of this new book for
· examination. ·I f you are not ready for a new book now, you might well desire at least one new copy to
examine the new songs. PUBLICATION DATE IS JUNE 1, 1953, Send all orders to

FIRM FOUND!TION PUBLISHING
-HOUSE
.
Post Office Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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J. D. Boyd, 1500 McArthur Drive, Mans-. 1 have modern cabins, prlv81te swimming pool
field, Louisiana, May 6:
Beginning April· and recreational ·featur es "built ln." Em20 and closing April 27, I did the preaching phasis will be placed upon Bible teaching.
and Frank Cook, McLeod, Texas, led the Co un sellors and t ea_c h ers of highest Chrissinging in a meeting with the church in tian character a re used. This g ives an opOil City, Louisiana.
Five were baptized, por.t unity for our young people to have ·a
one was reclaimed, and nine placed mem- vacation of the right type under- Christian
bership.
Carl
Johnston,
Bossier
City, environment. June 14-26 is the time. Sevpreaches regularly for this thriving young eral from other parts of the country were
congregation, and is doing a good work . with us last year. No mixed bathing. This
The church in Mansfield is currently en- is not "sponsored" by the ch urch as such
gaged in a singing school with E. T. Braz- but rather by brethr en who are interested
zell teaching.
He preaches for the Bilbo in the betterment of our young people. It
Street church in DeRidder, Louisiana.
C. is non-pr-ofit-however, we did come o ut
A. Buchanan, Waxahachie, Texas, is to thirty-eight dollars a h ead last year.
The
preac h in a meeting here b~g inning Jun o 1. cost this year will be twenty-five dollars
for the two weeks. Fo r f urther informatio n
Ehlers w. E. Brown, G. '\V. Messenger, B. write or call Hugh L. Fuller, 635 Robinson
(). BJnck, Nelson Pea~e-. Broadview, New P lace, Shreveport, Louisiana. The work at
Mexico: B-rother G. Dudley Stout of Belle Creswell goes well to date.
Plaine, Kansas, co ndu cted our meeting April
10-19. Three were baptized and four were
Nol:n1 N . Wallace, Box 546, Tishomingo,
restored·. Two of the baptisms and two of Oklaho;!,a, May 5: I haven't sen t in a r e the restorations were accomplished by his port since moving h ere on the first of Janpersonal work during the meeting.
This uary this · year but we have been en joying
congTegation never had bette r interest or a very good work and exce llent cooperation
larger crowds to attend a meeting.
We from all the members of th is congregation.
asked him to return • for a meeting next This congregation is just a little over a
year. We take this opportunity to recom- year old and is the result of an old trouble
mend Broth er Stout to any congregation that had e~isled for years in anotheT build needing personal worl<: and wanting to hear ing with another preache-r that had been
the gospel, with force, in its purity and their preacher, eld er and dictator for about
simplicity.
forty years. He had held down all progress
of the church and since he was also a
C. D. Croucll, Box 117, Dyess, Arldinsas, lawyer he had so arranged the papers on
May 4: The church at Dyess seems to be .the church property that the congregation
making some progress. Our attendance has had to secure another place to meet. They
become better with the a:dvent of spring. left .the preacher, the building and about
The contributions are about as good as could five members and began trying to grow .
be expected in a credit - cotton farming sec- At present, we have around seventy J:llemto~·.
Practically all the male members h ere bers and much growth has been observed in
will render any public service when called the past year. Six person~ hav e been bap upon. We have had three restorations late- tized . into Christ · in the past two weeks.
ly, and we baptized four yesterday. · Pros- \One had been a Baptist for many years.
pects are very good for others to· r ender This lady and her $On and daughter were
obedience to the Lord in thil immediate fu- baptized last Sunday, th u s making a comt ure. I still have time_ that I ~ould g·ivP to plete Chri~tian home as the husband and
a series of meetings in J-une; also one in father was al~eady a member . There was
July and one in August, should my services much sadness i::1 the congregation 'Ja~t week
be required in that Capacity.
because of the sudden passing of one of our

beloved elders, Brother A. T. Evans. His
death brought much sorrow but we b e lieve
it w ill serve to Increase our zeal and faith
a nd make us try to become more like ·h e
was in life. He was a devout and sincere
Christian. At present we are in the process
of se lecting more elders and deacons. W e
are a lso to begin soo n to stucco the outside
o{ our meeting house which is already debt
free in one year. The ch~rch at Durant Is
helping with the work h ere to the amount_
of $40 .00 per month.
I am preaching at
three other small congregations through
,the week. Th ere are about seven congregations in Johnston county and I am the only
preache r in the county. Pray for us that
we may continue to grow.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. Jtlarks A venue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAJtl N. FRYE~Evangeli.st
ROGER W. HAWLEY-EvangeUst
Sun.day-10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.
Wednes<lny-7:30 P.·M.
Pllouc:

PResident

4-4736

I

Nc1J<on Stark. Box 94, Anton , Texas, .illay
6: The worl< of the church at Laurence
Street progresses very nicely h aving had
fifteen responses s in ce January 1. W. R.
Jones was with us in a gospel m ee ting
March 23-29 which tvas en j oyed by t h e
c hurch here and a lar ge number of visitors
o.f this town and surro un di ng areas. Brother Jones does his work well an d is appreciated wherever he goes. The meeting was
followd by a ten night s in g in g schoo l which
was conducted by Leroy Carver. This was
the first singing ·school- conducted by the
ch urch here in some time, .but was attended
so enthusiastically that the elders have asked Brother Carver to return next year for
anot h er singing school.
Our Bible school
attendance is running consistently above
that of the member ship of the church here
and we are espec ially edified by the interest which is being mad e manifest by th e
young people. When passing this way stop
and worship with us .
Floyd A. Decker, 2SH Creswell St., Shrevepor-t, Lou isiana, May 4: A group of brethren her e are conducting an encampment
for th e children and young people of the
Ark-La-Tex a rea . It is called "The Ark La-Tex Christian Encampment."
The encampment was held last year and will be
conducted this year a t Can ey Lake, a beautiful lake six miles north of Minden, and
about t]Jirty-flve miles from Shreveport.
'The encampment area is leased from the
governme-nt for a period of two weeks. We

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

LEADERS from the LEADER'S Presses*RADIO TE'A CHERS will find help in Wendell Freeman's "WHY NOT
BROADCAST THE GOSPEL?" 180 pages of basic- broadcasting ideas,
sermons and a suita ble range of gospe l subjects. Attractively bound, gold
lettered cover, $ 3.00.
*HELPFUL, INTERESTING, ENLIGHTENING-t~e most popular item
ever to come from our plant-"The DIRECTORY of Churches in the
North." 56 pages and cover, listing congregations in 27 northern states
and Canada, providing the number of members, contact name and address. 50c per copy, $5 .00 per doz.

The CHRISTIAN LEADER Company,
· Dresden, Ohio .

Box 218

THE GREAT SALVATION
JUST OFF THE PRESS
BY A. C. HUFF
Thl." little trn<'t of 40 !>:IJ:."<•s luts just been re•·ls ..d and enlat<ged. I t sltou.ld
be in the Jto-.ne of e,·ery Christinu, nud js a tuoNt '"'ondert"ul ltiece of literature
for di.stribution :uuon:.: your frieJuls, botl• s:n--eil and unsaved. Read v.·hat
Brother Mnx R. Cruutley, i\linister of the Central Chur(•b of Chris~ Tem_pte,
Texas, Jans to say about it: UJ "-ish for your book a wide c-irculation nnd
heartily comntend it to tl•c chur.ch tor their use in teaching the Gospe-l."
J>RICES: SINGI.E COPY, 25c; 5 COPIJ,)S, $1 .00

S end your orders to:

A.
U22 SOUTH 49TII

STRI~E'l'

c.

HUFF
TEMPLE. TEXAS -
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CONGRATULATIONS TO HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!

•

No doubt you have been congratulated and commended many
times in the past few weeks. You have been told that you are·
embarking on a pilgrimage-through life. You have seen older
people stop and look at you, with a strange loo~ iii their eyes.
Maybe you remind them of their youth-and the opportunities
they passed by. They are hoping that you will take advantage
of even greater opportunities. They realize the future will soon
be resting on your shoulders, and they wonder if you will be.
ready for it. You can prepare yourself for your responsibilities
to your fellowman and to God, H you are willing to grasp your
opportunities now.
.
.
One of your greatest opportunities is that of attending HARDING COLLEGE, where the emphasis is on Christian ideals and
on preparing young people for their responsibilities.

.

For further
information write
I
.
F. W. MATTOX
Director of Admissions

HARDING COLLEGE
SEARCY, · ARKANSAS
.I

You can begin your training in summer school, June 8 t~ August
14. You can attend classes, study, and enjoy your meals in airconditioned comfort at Harding.
I
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The Twentieth Century Christian will
R{)land Dale Fry, Box 746, La Pryor, Texeoon publish a special issue on "Giving." as, May 4: I am starting my work with
Such men as Tim O'Shanahan, · F. W. Mat- the chu rch at La Pryor with a meeting. The
tox, Gus Nichols, E. R. Harper, Clifton Rog-llnterest and attendance are starting out
ers, John Banister, B. C. Goodpasture, Jack fine. I feel that everyone here is interested
Meyer, Dean Brookshire, and Norvel Young In seeing the church grow, and there is a
will bring clear. concise lessons on this im- fine opportunity to do a good work here.
portant New Testament subject.
Well- I enjoyed the work at Junction, Texas, for
known elders like Robert Bell and Dr. John the past year and a half, and feel that I
G. Young of Dallas, and Otto · Foster of am leaving behind a group of fine ChrisCleburne, Texas, will also be featured in
this special issue. Churches can order these
papers at ten cents each through the Firm
Foundation, and distribute them to the members for their edification. Christians n eed
to consid e r the sw e et privil e ge of giving to
the service of our God. This issue should
simulate the giving of each one who reads
it.
Fred W. •M cChutg, Fayetteville, Arkansas,
May 5:
Since I last reported two have
placed membership, five have been restored
and eight have been baptized. We thank
God for the progress in every part of our
work. Send your reservation to Church of
Christ, Box 84, Fayetteville, Arkansas, today, so you can attend the Mt. Sequoyah
Encampment for young people and adults.
The date is July 11-19, 1953. This is the
best equipped camp we have heard of. You
stay in modern cottages with inner spring
·mattresses, l!Rens, towels, janitor service,
Ice water, a night watchman, huge audito rium, fully equipped class rooms, Christian
Counselors, and a strong faculty-all for
$1.00 per day plus the cost of cafeteria meals
and a $1.50 ground fee paid one time and
it is good for the duration of the Camp.
There will be six sermons each day, Bible
and music classes in the mornings, training for the teachers of a·ll age groups, trainIng· for preache rs and teachers.
Then
Brother R. N. Hogan (colored) will preach
each evening.
The faculty includes R. N.
Hogan, E. R. Harper, R. B. Sweet, J. L.
Dykes, Brooks Terry, Bill Cannon, Charles
Hodgea, "\V. N. Bohannon, L. T. Holland. M.
V. Showalter, Fred W. McC1ung, 0. L. Dailey,
George B. Curtis and we hope Sister Gayle
Oler and severai others. There will be most
every kind of good recreation and unforgettab le · beautiful scen ery.
We can only
accommodate the first 450 who send in reservations.

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE·

WIDE RIM BREAD PLATE
1 0 Inches In diameter
Highly pollshed aluminum
bread plate ------------$1.86

!fARROW RIM BREAD PLATE
I Inches In diameter
Blply pollshed aluminum
bread plate ------------$1.66

ALlJMINUM OFFERING PLATE
10 Inches In diameter
They have a heavy felt pad; maroon or green.
Wahly polished aluminum
offering plate __________ $2.00

We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small carton and three of these cartons to the larger
carton-all carefully s ealed so it will keep
indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times . Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.

tian people and very dear friends.
There
were 18 additions to the church during my
stay with them.
I feel that. the College
Street Church of Christ is growing and that
there is a good opportunity for a good gaspel preacher to do a good work for the Lord.
I will be in a meeting with the church at
Can Can, Texas, the last of this month, and
another at Batesville, Texas, the first two
Sundays of June.

The Ideal
NON -COLLECTING TRAY
11% ln. Dla., Interlocking., Du1t
Proof. Can be stacked eight high
on one base.
Highly pollshed aluminum tray
with 3 6 plain glasses __ __ $8.0D
Highly polished alumtn,um tray
with 44 plain glasses____ 8.00
Highly polished aluminum cover tor abpve tray ________ l.tO
Highly polish~d aluminum
!tacking base for above
tray -------------·----- Z. 70

01U' 8peclal

SELF-COLLECTING OUSmONIID
TRA'Y
13.% inch Diameter
Highly polished aluntlnum tray
with 3 6 plain glasses ____ $10.60
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 11.60
Highly polished aluminum cover tor above tray______ 1.15
Highly :pollshed a~1.:1minum
stacking base tor above
tray ----------------- · 1.00

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

FOR CHURCHES AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS

COMMUNION GLA88Bs
Ptaln glass,
No. 2, 1~ Inches tall (also 1%
inches tall) per doz. ___ . __ $1.ZO
Our No. 2 glass must be used with
wooden trays.

.~~;,.nn" FOLDING
..,.!/lf8uf1WI CHAIRS

UA.

MO!T...COPIED BUT NEVER DUPLICATED I

Extra wide and deep seats
and backs; reinforced steel
·frame. Metal parts corrosion-resistant Bonderized, then 2_,coats outdoor
enamel. Seat styles:
Formed plywood o ·R
shaped steel OR imitation·
leather upholstered.

Gold band glasses,

No. 8, 1~ inches tall, per doz,_$1.86
Aluminum . cups, ·per dozen ----~- .. $1.50

Write Dept. 124

, _

AMII;RICAN SEATING COMPANY
2930 Canton Street
Dallas 1, Texas

1703 Bell Avenue
Houston 3. Texas

ALUMINUM COVER WITH
MALTESE CROSS

(Furnished with Maltese cro11,
Greek cross or plain knob).
En~raving on covers (block)
_______________ lOc per letter
Iuit1ala only ll6 cents each

Order From
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBUSHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Clyde G. Smnilwood, Woodward, Ok~aho- Happily, the baptistry had been installed 100 in the year that we have been meeting
ma, April 27 : Three t een-age boys were and was in working order. We intend to in the rented hall. We are confident that
baptized into Christ last night at the Hlll- start meeting in the new building next Sun- we shall grow even more now that we have
crest Church of Christ in Woodward, Okla- day, May 3, t-he Lord willing, even though a meeting place that can be found. Suchoma. The baptism took place in our new it is not finished.
Our attendance has cess to the Firm Foundation. We solicit
building which is not quite finished as yet. grown steadi·IY from about 65 to just over your prayers.
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THE GREATEST OFFER EVER ·SUBMITTED ON OUR
SUPPLIES FOR THE
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

ALSO FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES AND FOR INTRODUCTION TO THOSE NOT NOW USING OUR
GRADED BffiLE LESSONS THESE 16 BOOltS ARE HERE OFFERED AT HALF PRICE: ·
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Regular Price

50~ FOR INTRODUCTION Next

10 Weeks 25(t
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.,
')
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.,

Many inquire as to whether these lessons are suitable for short schools. They may be used for
5-day schools on up to 13 . Lessons a re complete, without interlocking with later lessons.
2. The _first seven years include all of · the popular Wellma Jo Henderson series .
3. Si'mplified Bible Lesson:s cover years 9 and 10 ; the 3-year course on the New Testament by J. D.
Tant is ·regarded by many congregations as the most adaptable for the high school, when the student
is at the age when the New Testament must be considered with the greatest care. There are possibly no
book~ in print more popular for the high school and junior high.
4. We ask those who have not 'u sed this series, to order ·some numbers that · will be in order( f'or
t he desired grade when the vacation Bible school begins. Brother Frank Dunn has done a great service
in the workbook on the epistles to Timothy. Try .this new book in a class of young men.
1.
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Book 1,
tament
Book 1,
tament

-FIRST GRADEPart 1, Bible Biographies (Old TesCharacters) --------------------$ .25
Part 2, Bible Biographies (New TesCharacters) ____________________ $ .25

-SECOND GRADEBook 2, Part 1, Bible Characters (Story of
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Daniel and otlier Old
Testa1nent .Characters) ------------------$ .25
Book 2, Part 2, Bible Characters (Les~ons
from both Old and New Testament Worthies) ----------~-----------------------$ .25
-THIRD GRADEBook 3, Part 1, Bible Events (Taken from
both tbe Old and New Testaments) are outlined, giving students a view of historical
facts that really count in God's plan ------$ .25
Book 3 , Part 2, Bible Events (A continuation of Part 1) ------------------------$ .25

.,
.,.,
.,

-FOURTH GRADEBook
Birth
ippi)
Book
story
Jesus
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- SIXTH GRADEBook 6, Part 1, Outline of the Old Testament
History (Begins with the story of Adam and
ends with King Saul) ------------------$ .25
Book 6, Part 2, Outlines of the Old Testament
History (Begins with the story of David and
closes with the bodk of Malachi) ----------$ .25

(.

- SEVENTH GRADEBook 7, Part 1, Outline of the New Testament
(Begins with the Gospel of Matthew and takes
the student on through the book of Acts) --$ .25
Book 7, Part 2, Outline of the New Testament (Begins with Luke 15 and takes the
stu{)ent through the book of Acts) - ---- ---$ .20

(.

- EIGHTH GRADEBook 8, Part 1, 011!_ T es tament study (Begins
with Genesis and closes with Malachi) ----$ .25
Book 8, P.art · 2, New Testament study (Begins with Matth ew and closes with Revelation) ______ _: ________________________ :__$ .25
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4, Part 1, Life of Christ (From Jesus'

to Peter's confession at Cresarea Phil-

---------------------------------$
4; Part 2, Life of Christ (Continues the

.25

of Part 1, closing with the a,scension of
and the establishment of the church) $ .25

.,

-FIFTH GRADE--,.
Book 5, Part 1, Bible History (Begins with
the Creation and carries the student down
through the ages, ending with the Life of
Christ) -------------------------------$ .25
Book 5, Part 2, Bible History (Presenting the
story of Acts of the Apostles) ------------$ .25
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National Weekly, World-Wide in Mission, Definite in Policy-the Defense of the Ancient GOBpat Delivered to the Sa.lnts. UDder Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The L01:d Knoweth
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)

W. M. DAVIS
A Kingdom of Righteousness
'fhe Roman Empire was very unrighteous. No earthly kingd1m is conceived for the purpose of promoting righteousness.
Jesus said his kingdom was. not of this world. It was not
established after a worldly fashion. It is not promoted in a
.worldly fashion . A kingdom of this world could not last long,
if it was established and .Promoted like the kingdom of heaven.
Paul says, "For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink;
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy. Ghost"
(Rom. 14:17). It is not a sin to simply eat and drink, but
if the kingdom of God tries to attain distinction by offering
fine food and drink to the public, that is a sin. Jesus drew
a big crowd when he provided free food for the people by
working miracles, but when it was apparent that the people
were following him for loaves and fishes, he made it plain
that his work was not just to furnish food for the people.
He said, ·' Ye seek me, not because ye saw the mfracles, but
because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labor not
for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, w hi ch the Son of man shall
give unto you; for him ' hath God the Father sealed" (Jno.
6:26, 27). And when Jesus expounded the meaning of this,
lt is said, "From that time many of his disciples went back,
nd walked no more with him" (Jno. 6:66) .
And so the kingdom of God is not meat and drink. It
was not established for that purpose. When anyone ·tries to
use the kingdom of Christ to promote selfish and worldly
ends, they d~ not walk worthy of the Lord. Rather the
kingdom is righteousness, and peace, and joy. Christians now
should not try to use the church to gratify worldly lust. It
is a strange thing when people try to do evil scripturallywhen they try to use the kingdom of God in a world ly way.
Righteousness means that the kingdom of God is a place
fo do right. In God's sight- no one c"a n do right outside of his
kingdom. It is a place for Christian living. Then the kingdom is "peace"-it is not a place to fuss. And again Paul
says it is ''joy"- a place to be happy. When the features of
God's kingdom are duly considered, everyone wants to be a
citizen in it.

Sons of GW
All who are in God's kingdom are children of God. It
is hardly n ecessary to say that God has no children outside
his kingdom. The purpose of being " born again" is to enter
the kingdom of God. Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Except a
mu.n be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (Jno.
3:3!). Explaining this to Nicodemus, Jesus ~aid, "Except a

man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God" (Jno. 3:5).
In another place it is said, "He came unto his own, and
his own received him not. But as many as received him, to ·
them gave he power to become the sons of 9-od, even t&
them that believe on his name; which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of ·God" (Jno. 1:11-13).
Those who are the children of God are heirs of God-"And
if children, hen heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ" (Rom. 8:17). Those who wish to pleas~ God must
be loyal citizens of his kingdom. It is a disgrace in the eyes
of men for one not to be loyal to the nation where he is a
citizen. And it is a sin in the sight of God for one who pr<>- fesses to be a Christian to be disloyal to God's kingdom.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

A Report On Efforts To Aid The
Work In Germany
By the Elders, Broadway Clwrch of Christ,
Lubbock, Texas

We are happy to report that the kingdom is spreading in
Germany, that dozens of independent churches of the Lord
in America are supporting and supervising their evangelists
in that land and that there have been 13 German and nine
English-speaking congregations established since the war. The
Lord be praised for the power which the gospel has had in
Germany. We are deeply grateful for having had the privilege' of encouraging brethren to go to Germany, and churches
to send them, and to help furnish toots· for them.
We are constantly endeavoring to keep the brotherhood
advised of what is being don e in the German mission efforts.
We publish an d distribute "Germany fo r Christ" which is a
report on the progress of the work. About two years ago
the elders here published a complete detail of how the work
was being done . in a statement entitled, "Facts Regarding
the Work in· Germany," to which attention is again called.
(If you would like a copy of it write us.) · However, since
unfounded ae<:usations have recently been made, it seems
• expedient that this further statement be made at this time.
First; let us state emphatically that we have had absolutely
nothing to do with the recall of any missionary from Germany. As elders of one local congregation, we have supported
and supervised the work of thne workers in Germany who
ha.Ye been perfectly willing to accept our supervision and ad-

'
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vice. Although one of our workers returned from Germany,
it was strictly a voluntary action and without any unpleasant-

ness whatsoever. Other American congregations have supported and supervised other workers in Germany and the
overwhelming majority of those workers .have accepted the
supervision of the elders without question. One or two, we
understand, have rebelled against their elders and those elders,
in proper action which we believe all Christians will acknowledge correct, have asked the work~rs involved to come home.
We elders at Broadway had no knowledge whatever of any
such action until it was announced, but we do stand firmly
on the scriptural right and duty of the elders to exercise
such aJJthority. ·
·what is the nature of the Bible training school conducted
in Frankfurt? This seems to be the real basis of criticism
that most recently developed. What is being done in Frankfurt is to train men to become preachers, elders, leaders, to
lead singing, and young women to become Hible class teachers. Also training is offered to any person who has a desire
to study the Bible intensively each day to better prepare
himself for work in the Lord's kingdom. It is not a college
in the sense of our Christian colleges in this country. If a
person th-ere needs further academic training he can enroll
in the University of Frankfurt, which is just across the
street from the church building in Frankfurt. Some have
done this, while studying the Bible with our brethren. This
is strictly a Bible training program for service. The brethren
in and near Frankfurt teach these classes, in addition to
their regular work as evangelists.
Some have made the argument that each church should
train its own preachers. Certainly we agree that any church
should be encouraged to do all it can to train ' preachers, but
to say that one congregation cannot have such a Bible training program and allo:w any from other congregations to att end this training is to make a law where God · did not make
one. One or two have not only opposed these Bible training
classes, but in order to be consistent have reeently come out
in opposition to -christian colleges as they · exist in the
states. This question of Christian colleges was thoroughly
discussed and largely settled years ago by_those who answered
Sommer's arguments. ·
·
To further correct certain false impressions and statements
that have been circulated, we will state that we do not lrave
the oversight of the work in Gennany, nor of the workers in
Gennany! The Broadway congregation at this time is supporting and supervising Brother and Sister Otis Gatewood,
and no others in Germany. We s upported Sister Helen Baker,
a registered nurse, for four years in Germany, but she has
now returned to the U. S. We will soon send another preacher from our own congregation .
Neither does Brother Gatewood have the general oversight
of the work! He is only one of se-veral preachers who have
gone to Germany because they are interested in preaching
God's word to that nation, according to Christ's commission,
and they are all on an equal plane in the same way as are
all the preachers for the different congregations in any
American city. Each church which sends a worker to Germany makes the decision as to who is sent, where he works,
and all other matters pertaining to the work of their evangelist in Germany. It is the intention of the Broadway church,
and we feel sure the same is true of all the other churches
who are sponsoring any of the wo rk in Germany, and also
the workers over- there, to so train and teach those Christians
to qualify themselves as elders, preachers, leaders and Bible
class teachers , and also to contribute, so each congregation
can become self-supporting as soon as that is possible. The
workers would then move on to other fields :
Each of the congregations in Germany has its own business meetings, wor-ks out its budget, spends the funds from
its collections, and handles all its own congregational affairs.
The Brol).dway church has accepted a speeial obligation of
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helping the four congregations in Frankf!lrt until they are
able to carry on their own work and become self-supporting.
A different church in America has assumed a similar obligation in regard to each of the other congregations in Germany.
A list of the other 9:erman congregations and the American
church that sponsors it follows:
Hanau, Bob Helsten, evangelist, Berkeley, California,
church; Mannheim, Dieter Alten, evangelist, Charlotte Avenue church, Nashville; Heidelberg, Richard Walker, evangelist, Herring Avenue church, Waco; Heppenheim, Fred Casmir, evangelist, Lewisburg, Tennessee, church; Wiesbaden,
Loyd Collier, evangelist, 12th & Drexel Streets church, Oklahoma City; Karlsruhe, ReinQr Kallus, evangelist, St. Elmo
church, Chattanooga, and Grove Avenue church, San Antonio.
Stuttgardt, John P. Hadley, evangelist, Pasadena, Texas,
church ; Munich, downtown, Jack Nadeau, evangelist, Skillman Avenue church, Dallas; Munich, Laim, Bob Hare, evang&list, Marietta, Ohio, church; Augsburg, Ted Nadeau, evangelist, Slaton, Texas, ·church.
In each instance the American church is supporting their
evangelist, who works with the above congregation (or, in
some cases other churches .help supply the support). Money
for use of individual congregations for such items as expenses
beyond what the German congregation can pay, is sent directly to that congregation by the various sponsoring churches
in ,America, or by others. -E ach of these effOrts is as wholly
independent of the Broadway church as is any church of the
Lord in any city. We believe in the autonomy of each congrellration of the Lord's people, whether it eonsists of a dozen
members, or of hundreds.
Other workers not listed above, and their sponsoring church
follows:
W:eldou Bennett, Jackson Avenue church, Memphis; Russel Artist, Gladewater, Texas, chureh; Don Finto, Lamesa,
Texas, church; Hugh Mingle, Strathmoor church, Detroit;
Keith Coleman, Walnut Street church, Sherman, Texas; H.
L. Schug, Lampasas, Texas, church; Roy Palmer, Culbertson
Heights church, Oklahoma City (to return from America
in June); Irene. Johnson, 16th and Decatur Streets charch,
Washington, D.C.; Georgia Carver, lOth and Broad Streets
church, Wichita Falls; Betty Raemer, Waxahachie, Texas,
church.
Other full-time German workers are: Hans Nowak, Central church, Nashville; Rudi Walzbuek, ~eymour, Texas,
church; Dieter Fritsche, Central church, Denison, Texas;
Gunter Rockstrau, English congregation, Wiesbaden, Germany; Klaus Goebels, English congregation, Frankfurt, Germany; Otto Miller, English congregation, Munich, 9:ermany;
H. Breighthaupt, German congregation (Westend) Frankfurt, Germany; Gottfried Reichel, Harris and Irving Streets
church, San Angelo, Texas (to return from America September 1).
Rene Cheuaux-Repond, Fox and Lake Streets church, Carlsbad, New Mexico; Brother Kneist, a Christian brother in
Utah; Dieter Goebels, Springfield, Tennessee, church; Margaret Dunn Goebels, Haldeman Avenue church, Louisville, Kentucky; Marjorie Rogers Casmir, Columbus, Ohio, church, 28
E. 7th Avenue.
Many other churches are helping these supply support
for a worker. Still a large number are contributing liberally
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to supply these workers with tools to do a better job, such
as buildings, tracts, Bibles, tents, paying for tent meetings,
supporting the training program of training preac)lers, etc.
Although money may be sent to a missionary, if you send
a check to Germany with a 15c airmail stamp, it still takes
about three weeks to get credit for it there. The check must
clear your bank before the German bank gives the church
credit. If one sends an International money order a fee is
deducted and the church receives German money. Often the
brethren need American money. We can transfer any amount
of money for immediate credit through the bank here in one
day with no cost but a telegraph fee. Then, too, money contributed in the United States to a church is a deductible item
on the income tax report. Money sent by an individual to
any .church or individual outside the U. S. is not legally deductible.
Most of the money sent to us is sent to be used on a certain project or building. Appeals are made for a given need
such as purchase of a tent, buildings, etc. Certainly in all
instances the- contributors have a choice in saying how their
funds are used. Some is sent with instructions to be used
where we see the need is greatest, but all money is sen~ for
use in Germany. Raising money to supply these buildings
(in many cases), tracts, literature, tents, etc., has been undertaken by the Broadway church. For monel not designated
for a certain use, someone must decide how it is spent and
1or what purpose. When a group of elders undertake any
_project, whether the funds are contributed solely by the
local congregation or others participate also, such as an effort to establish a church in a neighboring city and erect
a building, conducting an orphan home, etc., certainly they
assume the obligation of wisely supervising the expenditure
of all funds contributed for such a project. Thus we have
accepted the responsibility of forwarding funds which are
earii}arked for a specific work and of. seeing that these funds
are used wisely in harmony with the wishes of the contributors. W11en funds are not earmarked, but are given to be
used where they are most needed in _G ermany we have accepted the responsibility of using them in supplying the tools
for the workers as listed above. vVhen another tent is needed,
or more literature, - if the money is available we authorize
the expenditure of the money. If money is not available we
may make appeals for contributions for that given purpose.
In our supervision in the supplying of these things for the
use of the workers, we do not decide such details as who
will use a tent that has been pro;vided on a given date, what
tract will be printed, how many or- what· printer will do the
work. We have asked some of the brethren over there to
make the decisions about details in providing these things
which are made available to every worker -in Germany. Sometimes an individual has been asked to look after such details. From time to time certain men have been sought out
for the benefit of advice from the men on the field to give
counsel on such problems as erection of buildings, publishing of tracts, work of the B-ible training school in Frankfurt.
Their function has been to give advice and consultation, not
to control funds and not to oversee any missionary or church.
Any such group is temporary in nature. For example, two
of the men who a re now serving in this capacity are moving
to otlier cities to work and so this particular group as such
is automatically being dissolved by their moves.
We do not believe that it is right or proper to. set up a
eommittee in Germany or some other country to act as a
board to receive and disperse funds sent to them. We bel!eve
that the local church is God's organization for carrying out
the great commission. We believe that independent, autonomous churches of Christ may cooperate without in any way
losing their autonomy. It is cl'}ar that the churches did so
cooperate in collecting money over a long period of time _to
be taken to help the poor saints in Judrea ( 2 Cor. 8, 9).

-
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As stated previously, the support of every worker is supplied by (sometimes with the help of others) and sent to him
by_his sponsoring church. Also, the various needs for ordinary expenses above what the German congregation is abl e
to contribute is supjllied by the various churches in this
country. We have no more connection with such funds than
we do with the funds of any one of the thousands of churches
in America. But who gets the use of the tracts and tents?
Every worker in Germany does, either American or German.
All anyone has to do is to ask for tracts and all that are
needed are supplied for the asking (if the money is available
to print what is needed). To be sure no one is to prevent any
one of the workers from printing any tract he chooses in any
quantity desired, nor to purchase a tent for. their exclusive
use. Some do print bulletins and other literature. We are
only anxious to help through encourag1ng Christians everywhere to be generous in their giving so as to supply the
things to make the missionaries' work more effective, when
we are able and such help is desired.
Many in this country have printed tracts in large quantities \vhich are sold to churches for distribution, at a cost
much lower than anyone could print smaller quantities for
their use only. In Germany, tracts are supp-lied to each worker without cost to them, made possible by contributions of
Christians in America who are interested in teaching a nation
of people through th€ printed word whom they have never
seen.
What should be the relationship between an evangelist and
his elders? Do elders have any obligation to ov~~see the
work of an evangelist they support? Certainly an evangeiist
should be accountable to the elders of the church that supports him, whether he be in the same city or 5,000 miles
away. With airmail,. cable and telephone facilities, elders may
oversee an evangelist who is working several thousand miles
away, the same as if he were only 25 miles distant. When
an evangelist· refuses to submit to the elders and denies they
hav_e anything to say or do about what he does, where does
that place him? Does that not place him above the elders,
of bishops?
Let us further consider where such false teaching lead s
to. An evangelist could (and some have) depart from the
true doctrine, engage in practices and teach contrary to doctrine the elders would permit at home. If the evangelist does
not acknowledge his responsibility to the €lders, who is there
to recall him? Eld s who are truly shepherds under the
Great Shepherd will not allow departures in doctrine or in
practice of an evangelist they support, w-hether he be working with the home congregation or in some ·distant city.
We have always maintained that money' can be sent directly
to a field, or sent through some church. But let us consider
what it can lead to to "require" or "demand" that all money
be sent direct. In the first place it is unscriptural to "require" or. "demand" that all funds must be sent directly to
an individual in the field, since we have examples in the New
Testament of funds being sent in other ways. In the second
place it is unwise for any one man to be responsible· for
-large sums of money, to spend as he desires, without supervision or consultation (the Lord knew best in setting a
plurality of elders over a church). If a man should be successful in raising considerable amounts it immedtately places
- him under suspicion and criticism, and a good and honorable
man may thus be ruined, as far as his usefulness is concerned. Brother Gatewood did not want to accept the responsibility for all the money tha.t was contributed. In this he
was following the example of Paul. Even though he was an
apostle, he would not accept a similar responsibility in handling the funds contributed by the churches to be sent to
Jerusalem, but another was selected to travel with them
"for we take thought for things honorable, not only in the
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men" (2 Cor. 8:21).
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We wish to state further that every dollar sent to Broadway church is sent to Germany without one dollar being
taken out to pay any kind of exp'ense, such as travel expense
for Brother Gatewood in raising money, printing of reports,
postage, secretary's salary, etc. All such expenses are paid
by the Broadway church so every dollar sent to us is forwarded on to Germany. The Broadway church is interested
in mission work every.yhere and has been active in encouraging others to do more. As for ourselves, we are supporting
missionaries in the u. s. as well as in Germany. Without any
desire to appear to be boastful, for we, too, are falling short
of our own capabilities, our 1953 budget calls for $100,000
to be contributed by members of B-roadway church for work
outside our own congregation, for mission work, for orphan
:.homes and for benevolence . Of this amount, $18,200 .00 is
:to be spent in the German work for salaries of the mission:aries we send, the above expenses, and the balance to apply .
on a building th ere. Our total investment in the German work
to date is abo ut $100,000 .. So we are not asking others to
support something we ourselves are not supporting liberally.
·T o be sure, great things have been done by the Lord
through the brethren working in Germany in less than six
yeat·s, when compared to our past accomplishments. But
j ust how big are they? Some may say we should nat try
to do such big things; we ·should be content with establishing
another congregation occasionally, and baptizing a few people each month. Christians now living have the opportunity,
the money and the talent to carry the gospel of Christ into
all nations in the next 2 5 years, if we put these to full use,
coupled with zeal. But suppose we of today are content to
use only a- small amount of our resources, establish the
church in a few new places as we go along, and thus take
another 10 0 or 50 0 years to do as Christ commands iii preaching to every nation, then who is· responsible for the loss of
multiplied millions of people who would go into eternity un- •
saved, but who might have accepted Christ if they had only
had a chimce? Let no one be guilty of inferring that anything "too big" is ' being done, when we stop to consider our
potentials, and also the scope of Christ's commission.
We solicit the prayers of brethren everywhere for the work
in Germany . and for all the workers and churches who are •
helping to further the cause in that country. We are determined to press on in this work which tb.e Lord is greatly
blessing. To God be all the glory in the ch urch. It is our
earnest desire .that r.o:. ultiplied thousands of Germans will
obey the gospel and many hundreds of churches will be established in our time!-Elde1·s, Church of Christ, Lubbock, Tex-

as.

Try Expository Preaching (No. 1)
A. H . Kennamer
(Note: This is the first of 'several articles written by invitation. ·we believe preachers will especially benefit from
them, and others as well.-M. Norvel Young).
We gospel preachers have long been noted for scriptural
preaching. Th is obse rvation is · frequently made by unbiased
and open-minded unbelievers who are somewhat interested in
the truth. Especially is it made in contrast with denominational preachers who find it more convenient to tread lightly
around certain texts.
The positive benefit of adhering closely to the Scriptures
in preaching is, it proclaims the truth of God as it is in Jesus. We have a definite advantage over .s ectarian preachers
in th at we go not fe·a r the texts that give the name of the
church, d escribe its organization, the name of its members
and its do ctrine. We i·eadily accept such terms as "churchej;
of Christ," "church of God," "body of Christ," "general assembly and church of the firstborn," as applicable to the New
Testament church. We don't hunt in vain for s uch names as
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"Methodist," "Billptist," "Presbyterians," but rather rejoice
in peing called "Christians," "brethren," "disciples," "believers," "saints." We don't have to try to justify the offices
of "stewards," diocesan elders or bishops and deacons without elders or bishops, but readily acknowledge that
·each church had its own elders and deacons (Phil.
1: 1).
ThePe
is grea t
comfort
in
being
able
to
find the doctrine one preaches in the New Testament. It imparts great boldness in its proclamation. How d,oes one continue to palliate his hungering desire 'to read about the
church of which he is a member in the New Testament? How
do pedo-Baptists content themselves when they read about
baptism being a burial (Rom. 6: 4; Col. 2: 12), but never
find even an intimation that it could be sprinkling? I do
not envy the preacher that has the task of substantiating
sprinkling before the scrutinizing eyes of a sincere seeker for
truth : He can read of "burial" from the divine oracle. He
must learn of "sprinkling" from a human source.
This preaching directly 'from the Scriptures imparts unlimited oonfidence to the preacher in the assurance that Christ
is with him (Matt. 28:19). It still has the authority of heaven
and earth, and "no man shall set on thee ~o harm .thee" in
the polemic field.
Another advantage of expository preaching is its freedom
from sensationalism and catchy and misleading subjects. The
sensationalist, h<lwever, will try · to embellish every truth,
whether si1Ilple or profound, with his particular brand marks.
Such is an abuse of the expository method; nor does it lend
itself so easily to such as does the topical method. A divine
cure for sensationalism and showmanship is the admonition
of Paul: "Let your speech be always with grace, _seasoned
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer ea ch
one" (Co1. ·4:$). To a preacher he wrote: "But speak thou
the things which befit the sound doctrine"; and again, "in
all things showing thyself a n ensample of good works; in
thy doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sound speech,
that cannot be condemned ; that he that is of the contrary
p~rt may be ashamed, having no, evil thing ~o say of us"
(Titus 2:1, 7, 8) .
What Is Expository Preaching ?
F. M. Meyer defines expository preaching as "the consecrative treatm ent of some book or extended portion of the
Scriptures, on which the preacher has concentrated head and
heart, brain and brawn, over which he has thought-an!;!
prayed, until it has yielded up its inner secret, and the spirit
of it has passed into his spirit. " Dr. M. E. Dood says "it is
the unfolding, opening up and laying out before the people
the Holy Scriputres." He adds a wise comment: "Reading a
chapter and commenting upon it verse by verse with vain
repetitions of pious platitudes is not expository preaching."
Dr. Dudd recommends highly that such be us ed in gospel
meetings or revivals. Being a Baptist he naturally suggests
a study of th e book of John. It would be interesting to note
th~ results of his using the book of Acts in one of his r evivals ,
if he truly " unf old ed, opened up and la'id before the people
the Holy Scriptures contained in this book of conversions!"
How eloquently he co uld expo und on the establishment of
the church from Acts the second chapter; and also. the conversion of the Pentecostans from the same chapter, even
showing that baptism is "for the remission of sins. " Would
h e have Paul 16oking for the First Baptist Church in Damascus or for those "that were of the way"? ·what emphasis
he could give on the jailor's being baptized "the same hour
of . the night" instead of waiting until the end ol' the revival
or until Easter Sunday. In· Acts 22 ne would need plenty of
running room so that undu e attention would not need to be
called to the fact that Paul a rose. was baptized "and washed
away his sins," instead of confessing to Ananias that he believed that Cod had for Christ's sake had forgiven him, perhaps along the road.
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Baptist preachers as well as Presbyterians and all others
who are Calvinistically inclined would find expository preaching difficult in Acts 8 in the case of Simon. That he was
saved oannot be hidden, for the text says, "And Simon also
himself believed: and being baptized , he. continued with
Philip; and beholding signs the great miracles wrought, he
was amazed." Even if they would deny his baptism had anything to do with his salvation, they still must accept him, for
he believed, and according to their qoctrine, that was all that
was necessary. But; if one can't sin after believing so as to
be lost, how "do they account for the fact, that, after attempting to buy the Holy Spirit with money, Peter said: "Thy silver
perish with thee, because thou hast thought to obtain the
gift of God with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in
this matter: for thy heart is not right before God. Repent
of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lo·r d, if perhaps the
thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. For I see that
thou art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity."
I do not wish to spend eternity with one who is perishing,
who is filled with the gall of bitterness, and kept in the bond
of iniquity .
.)
From this, however, I am the more convinced that expository preaching from the book of Acts, really would be suitable for gospel meetings. For instance, suppose nine days in
a meeting were devoted to the book of Acts. _One could take
three chapters each day and four on one day and complete
the entire book. Thinking of the book in divisions of three
chapters such subjects as the "Conversion of the Pentecostans," "The Benevolence of the Church," or "Having All
Things Common," "Restoration of the Erring," the several
cases of conversions, "Is Your Baptism Valid" (Acts 19),
Cases of non-conversion: _Felix and Agrippa, readily come to
mind.
To these general themes that lie on the surface can be
added a number of other themes that are familiar to every
preacher: "The Worship of the Church ," Acts 2:42; "What'
I Have, that Give I Thee," Acts 3:6; "The Baptism of the
Holy Spirit," "The Way," "Cleaving Unto the Lord" and
many more. These themes can be made to fit almost any need .
of any church or an audience of unbelievers.
Let it not be thought that we would need to restrict expository preaching to the book of Acts. We could readily
go .with Dr. Dodd to tbe book of John. No other text, perhaps, is more familiar than John 3:16. Linking that with
the 36th verse one could expound on the love of. God on the
one hand, and faith and obedience on the part of man on
the other hand. One could weave the purpose of the whole
book around the text of John 20: io, 31. Suitable lessons
are likewise to be found throughout all the gospel records.
For a sinful church 1 Corinthians · could hardly miss them.
Ask such a congregation. to read the portion of scripture
that will serve as the lesson. They will thereby receive more
fully its impact of truth.
It occurs to me, that if denominational preachers would restrict themselves to expository preaching that they themselves would fo-rget their creeds and the members certainly
would allow them to perish.

A Schedule of Reading
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want to get along with the crowd. Reading large portions
c9nsecutively gives real meaning and has a cumulative effect. As one has observed, "nothing but the preacher's laziness could make the thing monotonous."
Lessons are much better received when the congregation
is prepared for them. They invariabl)' take greater interest if
they have had a previous acquaintance with the text, one that
is still fresh in their minds. 'l;'be pulpit, as far as we know,
is the only institution in the land where nothing is required
by way of preparli.tion for the teach-er's message. From elementary school to the University, the student must prepare
lessons. Educators must have found that it is better, else.
the professors would try to pour the knowledge into th ·
minds of the students. Whether the preacher's sermons are
more powerful or not, if he fastens their truths in the minds
and hearts of his auditors, they will be more effective. What
could be accomplished if we experienced a wide-spread movement of searching the Scriptures?

Majestic Hymnal
1. This· Hymnal has been published at a time most o~
po1'tune. among· the chw;ches.
2. This call for a n ew song book is •emphasized in the
fact that so many thousands of persons have been added to
the churches of Christ and that so many new congregations
have been established during the recent years.

3. The older hymn
not all of them h ave
and co~.tain too many
too small to provide a
all occasions.

books have been used a long time and
been satisfactory. Some are too large
songs that are never used; others are
sufficient variety of singable songs for

4. In recent years far too few new songs have appeared.
Among the churches of Christ there are many capable song
writers whose compositions have received too little notice.
Some of our younger composers have supplied some material
and "Majesti c Hymns" is publishing a large number of new·
songs. These will satisfy a demand of many churches and
will be a merited recognition of the efforts of several young
song lead ers and writers.

5. Ca.Us for new songs for speeial drills have too long
passed unnoticed. Young people espeeially have been anxious
for this new feature.
6. This book provides an exceptionally large number of
invitation songs , funeral hymns, and for other special occasions.

It will foster great interest in th!l lessons, when preaching

a series of expository sermons, if the preacher will announce
each week in advance the portion of the Scriptures from which
he will take the sermons for the following Lord's day and
ask the congregation to read that portion. Make it at least
two or three chapters a day of reading so they feel some
c.hallenge; then check on them to see how many have cooperated. Be loyal to them too by sticking to expository lessons actually taken from the assigned Scriptures. Most Christians realize they.,._sho uld have regular habits of Bible reading, but they let other duties crowd it out usually. This will
be an added inducement. We all are gregarious enough to

7. \Ve request that you send for a sample copy immediately so as to see the first edition. Price: Leathm-ette, 80 cents;
Full Cloth Boards, $1.00. Add 10 cents for posta,o-e and
packing.

FIRM FOUNDAliON PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Studies In Galatians (No. 13)
R. c. Bell
In the last two chapters of Galatians especially, Paul exllorts his readers to apply his teaching by giving the doctrine
, t sanctification (personal, practical righteousness) by grace
an honest trial. In effect he says something like th~s: "Your
:false teachers tell you that, unless the principle of law is
woven in with the principle of grace, the moral standards of
the church will suffer, and the jfighest type of Christians
will not be produced. But I, Paul, (with all my apos~olic
knowledge and authority, which was proved in the first of
this letter), tell you that the workings of grace alone will
sanctify as well as justify men; and that any admixture of
the legal principle will fatally pervert it." Paul insists and
warns that the two systems being "contrary, the one to the
other" will not coalesce, but that pure, unmixed grace will
sustain standards, fulfill the law .• and make Christians of the
highest order .

Christ the Emancipator
"For freedom did Christ set _you free ." "Everyone t hat
committeth sin is the bondservant (slave) of ·sin . . . If
therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed" (John 8:34-36) . If men are left in Adam's sin and
their own sins, being slaves of Sin by nature -a nd by practice, imprisoned in themselves their doom is eternally sealed.
The story of the Negro slave who, upon being so1d by a
brutal master, ·heard his new master graciously say, "My
purpose in buying you is to set you free," illustrates Christ's
feeing men. Christian freedom is not incidental; -Christ's
purpose in buying enslaved men is to make them free. "For
ye, brethren, were called for freedom" (Gal. 5:1-3). "I am
the door ; by me if man enter in, ~e shall be saved, and sl1all
go in and out (freedom of a child in and around t he house
of its parents), and shall find pasture . . . I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly" (John 10:9, 10).
In these simple words, Christ offers men, in the language
of another, "freedom, fodder, and fullness."

• "Be · not entangled again in a yoke of bondage." Could
the Negro man, after being free for a time, return to his
former, hard master? Yet, this is what the Galatians were
doing. Their being circumcised and building hope on the law,
nullified grace as though "Christ died for naught," and made
them debtors "to do the whole law." Tjlus, they were being
ensnared again in the network of legalism, for Judaism, like
the heathenism from which Christ had delivered them, was
also a legal system-a "ministration of death." To be thus
circumcised was to reinstate law, wliich was powerless either
to prevent or forgive sin. It was to be "seveTed from Christ"
and "fallen away fro.m grace" altoget_her.
Christians today without falling into Judaism, heathenry,
or gross sins, may nonetheless fall "away from grace" into
an entanglement of dead formality, Pharisaic self-righteousness, and Christless human merit, "holding a form of godliness, but having denied th-e power thereof"-f~rm without
power. In principle, this is the same deadly perversion of
the gospel that filled Paul with apprehension for his "little
children" in Galatia, and Jed him tearfully to warn them
that "a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." May not this
powerless form of religion be a termite, now eating out the
inner, spiritual life and strength of the church, leaving a hollow, outershell to collapse later? Christ said to his church
in Sardis: "I know thy works, that thou hast a name that
thou livest, -and thou art dead" (Rev. 3:1 )-. Sardis must have
been bustling with committees, programs, and various activities, a church much alive and gratifying to the flesh,
but dead to Christ. Could his church today be drifting into
such a state?
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Freedom and Obedience
Freedom is not free; nor can it ever be had at a bargain
prtce. It may be possessed only at the same, ·original, high
price. Like peace and happiness, it is not to be sought directly, but as a by-product. Obedience, not freedom, is the
primary law of life. When a carn~l man seeks freedom by
flouting law and authority and by living as he pleases, he
soi)n find s himself physically and morally e~slaved. But when
men live in obedience to the laws of life, freedom follows
as -a shadow follows its objects. "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God . . . and all these things (including freedom) shall
be added unto yo1:1." Seek freedom first, and it escapes. Men
are free only within bounds-within the frame of law. They
are chained back in freedom by law; and the more lawful,
the freer men -a re.
Christian freedom has both a negative and a positive aspect.
Men are freed from some things and _freetl for other things.
Christ liberates men from the yoke of traditional, creedal
and ceremonial law, for it chokes the freedom he proposes
to give. He fre&s men from the curse of the moral lawfrom the penalty, power and practice of sin; and from the
fear of self, the world, death and hell~ Men who fear God
rightly, know no other fear. On the positive side, Christianity brims with freedom . Christ gives · men the liberty to
search the Scriptures with open, yet c-a utious mind, and in
free conscience to accept what they find. Christianity is on
the way to dissolution whEm Chri~tians are afraid to follow
their conscience. In Christ men have liberty and privilege to
worship, to work, to ponder, to wonder, to wait and drea.m,
to do the right thing, to grow and ripen,
"press on toward
the goal unto tlie prize of the high calling of God in 'C hrist
Jesus," and to go on endlessly with God unto perfection
even as he is perfect. Verily freedo·m , unto speechless wonderment, "above all that we ask pr think!"
The_secret of Christian freedom is that a Christian chooses
to go Christ's way. He believes that since Christ's and his
own interests are identical, either both are served or neither
is served; that Christ's will for him is his own will at its
highest and best. Therefore, when he chooses Christ's way,
·he also has his own way. And what is this but freedom? It
is the blessed freedom of a Christ-captivated soul-a new kind
of slavery, to be sure. But inasmuch as man by purposive
·creation is a dependent being, the more dependent, the more
fulfilled and freer he is. God has worked out a uniq.ue plan
by which Christ's slave becomes his own master! Christ gets
the essential law of life obeyed, human nature fulfilled, and
his slave in -possession of life abounding-all this without
slavish drudgery or "dragging of feet" on the part of the
slave. "To him be the glory forever." "In willing chains
and sweet captivity," a Christian is the only free, fu.lfilled
happy man. Who could be a lukewarm Christian?

to

Books That Should :Qe in Every Home

The Bible, Book by Book, by J. B. Tidwell, giving Analyses, Outlines and Notes on every book of the
Bible. A popular guide to Bible study in secondary
schools and colleges _______ :::_ ______ ,_________ 2.60
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete ·
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars - ------- 26.00
Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ___ _____ _:____ ____________ 2.60
Commentary on Matthew and Mark
by J. W. McGarvey ------------------------- 3.00
Handfuls on Purpose, an immense fund of expository
outlines, select Bible readings, short scripture
stu_d ies, etc., 13 volumes __________:_ __________ 30.00
An Exposition-The E,p istle To The Ephesians
by R. C. Bell ------------------------------.50
FIRJ."\1 FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE.
Box 77

Austin, Texas
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What Does The Bible SayJ
"I Have Much People In This Oity"
Have you ever become discouraged while trying to do
right? Have you ever wondered if others are interested in
the gospel or in being saved? If you have, you have had an
experience similar to that of Paul's in the city of Corinth.
Paul came to Corinth and began to make his living by
making tents. He preached every Saturday seeking to persuade the Jews and the Greeks that Jesus was the Christ.
The Jews opposed him and he turned to the Gentiles.
Paul's failure to win many of his own people was one of
his greatest sorrows. He once said that he was willing himself to be accursed, if he could win his own nation. He did
win many of them to Christ.
W:lien he turned to the Gentiles, "many believed and were
baptized." Paul evidently neadoo soma encouragement, however, for the Lord spaka to him by vision and said, "Be not '
afraid, but speak and hold not thy peace, for I am with thee
and no man shall set on thee to - hurt thee, for . I have much
peGple in this city."

r
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ld. Norvel Young

Paul stayed in Corinth a year and six months teaching
the word of Go~ to those people. He was encouraged by the
Lord and by knowing that the Lord was with him. I believe that the Lord has many people iii the city of Lubbock.
People, who today care nothing for Christ and the church.
In the last decade it has been my privilege to witness the
name of Jesus Christ confessed by hundreds of people in
this city and to see them put the Lord on in baptism. One
of the great encouragements to any Christian in seeking to
spread the kingdom of God is the fact that many people do
change.
May I make a special appeal today to those who read thts
message from week to week, and who have not yet obeyed
the gospel. May I urge you to seek to know the Lord's will
by reading your New Testament and then to have the courage to publicly confess your faith in Christ, to turn from
sin and- will to do God's way, .and to let faith lead you
through the act of baptism and day" by day through a Christian life. The Lord has much people in this city. We are
praying that in our time we may see thousands .. in the city
of Lubbock deny thems.elves and take up their cross and
follow Jesus,

College Station

Church of Christ

The A&M Church of Chtist, College Station, Texas, opened
their new building May 10 with an overflow crowd of over
4~-5 people. This is over twice the seating capacity of the old
building. A number of parents of Texas A&M College students were present and the opening service was largely in the
hands of students, which make up ·two-thirds of the College
Station church membership. The church was founded primarily in the interest of students, and this is sti:W the chief
mission of the group.
Following the morning 'worship the group went to the
Bryan Country Club for a basket dinner. At this period of
fellowship, many of the parents of students were able to get
better acquainted with the resident members of_ the church.
At 6 P.M. the Central Church pf Christ, Houston, Texas, presentoo its chorus in a very fine program of religious song.
Ttl.is chorus is under the direction of Brother Paul Easley.

Though the chorus is only three months old, it presented a
program that thrilled the hearts of all who hea~d.
At 7: 15 the same evening Brother Carl Spain, evangelist
of the Central church in Houston, preached the first in a'
four-night series of gospel sermons. The meeting was well
attended considering the rain storms and the simple truth
of God's word was proclaimed with power and love.
The repaired and enlarged building was designed and supervised by Brother A. M. Martin, son of the late A. D. Martin-founder of the College Station church in 1922. Brother
Martin has contributed all his services without charge and
has done an outstanding piece of work. The beautiful simplicity of the old building has been maintained and many improvements have been made. as to the building's utility.
'
College Station, -Texas.
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ED-ITORIAL

G. H . P . SHOW A.LTER, Bdltel'

"THE CHURCHES HAD REST ...
AND WERE EDIFIED"
The inspired historian drops in a rather casual
statement in Acts 9 :31 as he details some of the
progress of the gospel of Christ and the strength, influence and power of the truth as exemplified in the
lives of those who constituted the membership o~ the
churches of Christ at the t ime at which he wrote. He
says: "Then had the churches rest throughout all Judrea. and Galilee, and Samaria, and were edified; and
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort
of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.". They had been
persecuted. Referring to this the divine penman had
jw')t said that there was a great persecution in Jerusalem, and that with the exception of the apostles
they were all scattered abroad in these very regions
of Judrea and Samaria, and, of course, including Galilee.
There are times when the brethren need a rest.
These brethren ~ in the provinces of. the whole of Palestine, and particularly at Jerusalem were being persecuted, the Judaizers were opposing them, not with
sound arg!lment, nor with safe and scriptural reasoning, , but rather with an obstinate spirit of criticism
and faultfinding that was neither agreeable to the
writings of the ·Hebrew prophets, nor compatible· with
the teaching and miracles of Christ. But ·Paul · was
converted, persecution subsided, and the Jews were
confounded as their strongest leader in the person
of Saul, turned all the force of his natural and acquired intellectual resources to the support of a cause
he once opposed with all the power of his education,
mental training, and his ·consistent, persistent, conscientious life.
Think of what Paul meant to the cause of Christ
at such a time! Paul was a man of honor and good
conscience. Not all of his associates in the. persecution
of Christians could boast of these lofty and key qual.ities of character. As a result of these elements of
success in any good cause, he "miglitily convinced the
Jews, and that publicly, . showing by the Scriptures
that Jesus was Christ." He and his associates turned
the world upside down, at least in the minds of his
excited hearers. Paul's work in the gospel, at the time he carried on for the glorious cause of Christ was
marvelous for its transformations in the hearts and
minds of men, and its resultant extension of the faith
and of actual multitudes being led to the obedience
' of the faith. And the whole known world recognized
this great work, life and influence for a worthy cause.
The unbelieving Jews were bewildered as they listened
to his fervor in his quotations from the Hebrew
prophets, and pointed out their fulfillment not only in
the birth of . Christ , but in his teaching, the signs,
I

'

I

•

wonders, and miracles which he performed; his crue)..
fixion, death, burial and resurrection; his numerous
appearances to many of his followers alive, after
his passion, and finally, his gl<;>rious and triumphant
ascension to the right hand of God, in majesty in the
heavens, whe:re he must rule till all the enemies of
truth are subdued by the power of the gospel, and
are made submissive to the authority of the exalted
Ruler of the everlasting kingdom through the countless cycles of unending ages.
To this good day, the Jews have been unable to
explain the life and love and power of Paul on any
r:easonp.ble hypothesis, except that Jesus Christ is indeed the divine Son of God, and the peerless Sovereign
the everlasting kingdom foretold by Daniel the
prophet. I frequently think of what the late Dr. Rosenbaum, an eminent ~nd scholarly Rabbi of C'incinnati,
once said to me in regard to Paul. He said in substance,
that the -ideas of Christianity- that Jesus was the
Messiah- would never have survived had it not been
for the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, ·and what he
did in his ,preaching of Christ as the Messiah. Too
much c·r edit and too much honor for Paul, of course,
but the Jews who reject the gospel are still seeking
an explanation of the life of Christ- the life that is
unparalleled in the history of the world.

ot

.

.

But the churches had "rest," a relief from perse-cutions without, and wrangles and troubles within ;
there followed next the edification with its strength,
power and influence. This "edification" was accomplished because the churches worked together il'l love,
and marvelous results were accomplished in the expansion of the great work of the Lord in the salvation of the lost through Christ. Edification means
spiritual growth for the body of Christ. Its results
were that by walking in the fear of the Lord, and
the comfort of the Holy Ghost these churches were
"multiplied." Study this word; note its meaning as
shown in the lexicons and dictionaries. It is an increase,
but it is a large increase. Addition increases, but multiplication greatly increases. If there are four congre-·
gations, and four more are added, that will make eight,
and that is addition; but if the same four congregations are multiplied by four that will make sixteen.
These churches were "multiplied," and this is a str ong
term in the Greek and in the English, alike. The reason they were multiplied is that they were edified,
built up on their most holy faith and in ail t he Christian graces, and the lofty benevolences of heaven that
were brought to earth and exemplied in t he life of
Christ Jesus our Lord. If we could secure a gen uine
r est and relief fr om all the wrangles and disturbances
originated and introduced by designing and selfish
men who suppose that gain is godliness, and who care
more for the fleeting things of time, and the pleas-

•.
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ures of this life, that soon are tO perish, than for all
the sublime philanthropies of heaven-if these could
be and were eliminated from the churches, by faithful and godly elders and evangelists, the churches
would increase, not by some small additions here and
there, but would register an increase by the multiplication table as in the days of the inspired apostles,
and the results would be _great, grand and glorious
in the exaltation of the worthy name of Christ, the
adorable Redeemer of the recreant race of man. There
are lots of good people in the world, people who would
make good Christians, if · the gospel is preached to
them in love, and the churches were living up to the
high standard of the law of Christ, in purity of life,

a 100 percent abst~nence from . all the evils that are
abhorred in the law of Christ under which we live,
and in all our behavior toward people in the church
and out of it, exercise that patient forbearance and
love which are conditions of our final entrance into
the unutterable and everlasting joys of the upper
world. But so poorly informed are many in the church
that they go into a real case of excitement if they ·
learn that large numbers are becoming obedient to
the faith. They are so accustomed to seeing so little
.done and ~oing nothing themselves, that they think
th~re is surely something wrong when they see multitudes baptized and churches multiplied.

"Africa Is Our Future"

depend,ence, acceptable to whites a nd blacks alike. By the same
token, no white definition of African civilization will come
true without a universal idea (emphas mine-FJD) that commands black assent" (p. 178).
. No idea-:-no way of life-:-offers to the problem of Africa
the correct solution except the simple gospel of Christ. No
g roup or agency other than the church can so effectively
a nd impartially inculcate this system. We have the answer,
the means, and the opportunity. Do we also have the convict ion and the desire to lead Africa out of darkness, savagery
and pestilence into light, freedom and life in Christ? The
co untries of Africa are our future; we are their only hope!
The Union of South Africa offers the greatest opportunity
fo r launching a lon&-range program of evangelization in Africa. It is a country twice the size of Texas, one of the continent's five free lan_ds, where in the last three years, four
, white, English-speaking churches have been established by
our American brethren. T-here are at least 30 native and
m ixed congregations there also.

Frank J. Dunn
A few days ago W. H. ·stone, one of the elders of the Peak
and East Side church, arranged a loan through one of the
Dallas banks to enable our sending $21,000 to Pretoria,
South f.,fri-ca, for purchase of church property. When told
of our purpose, the president of the bank commended the
plan and stated, "We all know that Africa is our future."
Financial - interests, foreign governments, religious groups-;all ~re looking to Africa as the future center of the .:world's
wealth and civilization.
On May 4, Life magazine brought out a special issue devoted exclusively to "Africa: a Continent in Ferment," th.e
introduction being "an eloquent dispatch from Alexander
Campbell, chief Time-Life correspondent in Africa."
"Largest of the continents after Asia, Africa is where
some five million whites rule some 17 5' million brown and
black people {)n a quarter of the earth's surface . . . This
year . . . the flames of nationalism scorched into wakefulness the native African's long lost Pride, licked -a t the flimsy
framework of white mastery. The split in Africa between
rulers and ruled widened and became part of the split in
the world . . . The rising tide of nationalism-and perliaps
communism-seemed to take the whites by surprise" (p. 9) .
"Africa is capable of producing a great iupply of food and
- minerals. The world gets 70 percent of its palm oil and 68
percent of its cocoa from Africa, and large areas of Africa
could produce quantities of citrus fr.uits , sugar and cotton.
Minerals are abundant, Africa already supplying 2 2 percent
of the world's copper, 55 percent of its gold, and 98 percent
of its diamonds. Capital to develop this wealth, which Africa
has always lacked, is beg-i nning to pour in from many nations. The U. S. government alone has contributed directly
and indirectly $356 million to regions plus $392 million to
specific countries, and by 19 50, U. S. private investment
had reached $.349 million" (p. 12).
Every type of people from the most primitive native
bushmen to the most highly civilized Afrikaners (Dutch settlers) are to be found there. Of the 37 countries of Africa,
only · five are free. One of these is Egypt, whose civilization
goes back more than 4,000 years . Another is Liberia, Africa's
only Republic, founded in 1822 by emigtants from the U. S.
-freed Negro slaves returning to their ancestral continent.
The ~roblem of Africa is that ot finding for the black man
a definite place in his rapidly developing civilization-a place
which will recognize his equality, An editorial in the May
4th issue of Life states, " Afric·a is coming to birth . . . In
working toward decent race relations in America, the white
man's problem has been .to remain true to his own best
lights, such is the Golden Rule and th e Decl~ration ·of In-

The larges t of the white congregations is at Pretoria, the
administrative capital of the Union, where the Prime Minister, Dr. D. F. Malan, and other officials have their offices
in the Union Buildings, the most beautiful Capitol in the
world. Just one block away the Pretoria church has purchased
property on which they hope to erect .a small auditorium.
The Peak and East Side chu,rch fully supports Brother
Martelle Petty in Pretoria and we· have agreed to raise
$17,000 to make possible t he-erection of their church building , in addition to $10,000 which we have given to it.
A contribution from you NOW, in this early, crucial hour
of Africa's rapidly developing frontier, will be an investment
in the saving of so uls, eventually for the entire continent.
Send contributions to A. D. Jones, treasurer, Peak and East
Side Church of Christ, Dallas, Texas, or to Martelle Petty,
Box 1 861, Pretoria, South Africa, (postage 5c; Airmail, 25c).
Systematic Theology by Charles Hodge, one of the
most important theological works ever written in
America, three volumes 6x9 inches ----,--------- 15.00
Johnson's People's New Testament, 2 vols. ---------- 6.00
The same in lots of six sets ------------------ 30.00
Commentary on the Entire Bi-ble
by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown ------------- 7.95
Lands of the Bible, 6 2 4 pages, one of the greatest
books written by J. W. McGarvey ------------ 4.60
Commentary on Second Corinthians and Galatians
by Lipscomb-Shepherd ----------------- ------ 3. 00
Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians and Colo&sians
by J. W. Shepherd ---------------------------------- 3.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austill 61, Texas
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FROM THE HARVEST Fl ELD
WilliaJil O. Hall, nOS W. Taliaferro, Marlill, The ch urches and pr eachers of th:j.t sec(!)klahoma, May 5: Two baptisms at Mil- lion were nice to u s during the meeting. I
/Spoke once on Thursday evening, on our
burn, Oklahoma, May 1.
way to Hayward, at Culver City Church.
R. L. Yancey, 1816 Harrington Avenue, Th ey are doing well with Bob Melear as
Fort Worth, Texas, May 5: After nearly their preacher. A fine audi·ence was presthree years' work with the Saginaw church ent for this service. Please note change
I am new ready for me etings or r!'gular of mailing address to P. 0. Box 6343, Tucwork anywhere I can be of service In the son , Arizoria.
work of the Lord.
Wm. H. PnrsoRs, 1327 W. Chestnut, DeniJ. Pat Salyer, Lincoln, Arkansas, May 7: son, Texas, May 4:
From April 5-15 I
Work continues good.
Our new building preached in a meeting at Bonham, Texas.
will soon be compl eted. We will have the Nine were baptized and six restored. Brothfinest meeting place in town. Brother and e r Jack King will soon begin his seventh
Sister Black, formerly of Rat-on, New Mex- year at Bonham. He was a fine co-laborer
ico, have moved here. They are fine help. in the meeting. Recently B . C. McCarley
When you come this way, visit with us.
conducted a ten day meeting for us here
at Central.
Four were baptized, five res. C. Khmfnghnm, ·S l4-30th Avenue S. W., stored and one placed membership. Prior
Calgary, Alber-ta, Canada, May 2: Four were to the meeting one was baptized and three
baptized in our services this week, one of restored. Our work here continues to proswhom was fo,merly a Catholic. Our week- per and remains pleasant. Yesterday seven
ly newspaper articles serve as a means of were restored.
getting the truth before thousands of peo Ottn Jollnson, 720 W. Hull, Denison, Texple who would not hear it otherwise. L . J.
Anderson of Kalispell, Montana, -Will do the as, May 4: We had two baptisms and two
preaching in our m eeting which begins Sun- restorations here at Armstrong Avenue yesterday. We have. had several others in the
day.
past few weeks.
Vl'e are having -to use
TIIUt S.' Teddlie, Box 336, Ennis, Texas: extra chairs at all of our morning S(o'rvices.
One placed membership with the Ennis con- We have recently installed a nursery and
gregation May 3.
Our - audiences are In - a loud speaker system. We have a fine
creasing each Lord's day. There were 200 young peoples chorus. Th ey sing over our
They have
in the Bible classes yest~day. Our vaca- radio program every Sunday.
tion Bible school begins early in June. I also been putting on programs in other
will teach in the Normal Music Institute cities. We now have our radio program on
at McLean, Texas, June 22, through July 3. the air every Sunday morning from 8:40
I am to hold a gospel m eeti ng at Buffalo, 'to 9 o'clock over KDSX on your dial. If
you visit Texoma Lake during the summer,
Texas, July 5-10.
·
we would like for you to stop and worship
The ' Armstrong building is on
Frank TraYler, Tokyo, .Japan, April 20: with us.
I arrived safely in Tokyo and from her e Hiway 75.
I · go to Korea shortly. I sp oke yesterday
(through a fine interpreter) for the Yoyogi'l'e<l Norton, 2701 Avenue F, Snyder, T exHachiman congregation (where Geo. Gur- as, April 28: L as t Wednesday, April 22, was
ganus preaches) . More tha n 100 were pres- a great day for the church here. One hunent, and such an inspirin g service. At 4 dred five adults . and twenty-seven children
p.m. I spoke in the New Kaijo chapel. A · were present for the ladies Bible class. We
sailor from Tenn essee -was restored at that had been "shooting" for one hundred. That
service. Our members in the armed forces evening, a lady who is in h er e ighty-third
are h'olding fast for the Lord.
year was baptized. She had been formerly
a member of the Evangelical Church. Her
B. C. McCarley, San Ang·elo, Texas, May daughter has been patient and faithful in
4: Yesterday we began a gospel meeting •teaching her mother. Following her baphere at Santa Rita with Brother Paul South - tism it began to rain!
One inch and a
ern of Abilene doing the preaching. We quarter fell in this dry country that night.
had good crowds and fine services. April It was a day ·of rejoicing for all. The new
29th I closed a good meeting with the Cen- bui·lding for another congregation is rapidtral congregation In Denison with five re- ly going into the finishing stage. This new
stored and four baptized. BrothE'r Wm. H. building should be ready for occupancy by
Parsons Is an untiring worker and doing a early summer or sooner.
good work with this church. April was the
J. Emmett Wninwrlght, 547 East Walnut
bes t month in our Blb~e school work in
the history of the congregation. Our Va- Avenue, El Segundo, California,. May 4: More
than thirty names have been listed for memcation Bible school begins June 1.
bership, and an attendance of more than
M. c. Cutl•bertson, P. 0 . Box 6343, Tucson, seventy -five at the new location, 406 East
Arizona, May 9: Our work goes well at Grand . Avenue,
El Segundo.
Qualified
the Country Ciub Road Church of Christ. teachers are at work; capable leaders are
Three placed membership and three came serving, and personal workers , are contactfrom the Christian church last -Sunday. A ing the people of our lmmediate vic inity.
lady was baptized Monday evening, another We expect a conslant healthy growth free
Wedn esday evening. Audiences good at all of dangerous extremes; but hope to fortify
services. Held a meeting with the Hayward against the usual threats of human weakChurch of Christ, Hayward, California, dur- n esses. I am happy to dedicate my services
ing the ·last half of April In which I did during the formative p eriod. Financial exthe preaching. One m a n was baptized and pressions of confidence in my work in barone r estored.
The Hayward church is a r en fields by the El dajqn Boulevard church
good one.
Brother Erven Harris Is th e in San Diego, and 1330 South 3rd Street.
preacher and is doing an excellent work Las Vegas, Nevada, assists me in this conthere. He came from the Christian church tribution of time a nd talent. We are very
some years ago, but is st:rong in the faith. grateful.
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•Mn.....: L. J61mson,.410 South College Avenu e, Tahlequah, Oklahoma: I have resigned
from the worlc here and am to 'begin labor ing with the Andrews Avenue congregation
in Ft. L a uderdale, Florida, the first week
in July. During my 43 months stay here,
the work .;,,ith the elders and o'ther members has been pleasant. The congregation
has grown substantially in numbers, liberality and spirituality. The present membership is 176. It has just completed an
addition, consisting of vestibule, nursery
and additional auditorium space. Th e entire interior has been redecorated.
Who~ver succeeds the w riter here should have
a pleasant and profitable worlc
Anyone
Interes t e d in moving to this, th e "capital of
the Cherolcee nation," should write the elders at the above a.ddress.
R. Ecn·ln Driskill, 2509 Gould St., Columbus, Georgia, May 4: I will be leaving the
work at Rose Hill this summer. I have not
made arrangements for local work and will
be glad to correspond with any_ church
needing· an evangelist. I thin lc the work
will make mor e progress, if I move on and
someone new comes in_ I am in my fourth ·
year and the Lord has blessed us and the
church since we came. Th'is is a fine con gregation of the Lord's people, and we leave
with their good wishes and prayers. Any
church d esi ring to know of my character
and ability as a gospel preacher, may write
the elders of the Rose Hill church of Christ,
Hamilton Road, Columbus, Georgia.
W.
Douglas Harris, • of Anniston, Alabama, begins our summer meeting Wednesday night
to continue through May 15. We are expecting to have one of our best meetings ;
he pr eceded me in the work here.

v. E. Hownrtl, 1128 Commerce Highway,
Greenville, Texas, May 5: I r ecently concluded a- very good m ee ting with the church
in Bastrop, Louisiana, where Paul D. Murphy is the r eg ular minister. There were
17 additions.
Previous to this meeting I
was with the church in Monroe, Louisiana,
where A. W. Johnson is the mini s ter, with
:ten additions. Crowds reporte d to be the
larges t to have attended a m eeting the re .
The meeting a;t Guymon, Oklahoma, where
Jimmy Campbell is the regular preacher,
was also attended by large crowds. The re
were 19 additions. I am now in a meeting
in St. Jo, Tex as, where W. C. Cooper is
the r e gular pr eacher.
The Gospel Hour
broadcast, hear.d each Sunday night, 9:30 to
10:00, Central Standard Time, over XEG,
1050 kc., is being rec eived in more than
forty States, par ts of Canada and Mexico_
Hundreds of requests for copi es of the sermons are being received.
Troy :ttl. Cummings, 1090 Allen Avenue,
Prineville, Oregon, May 2:. Last A u gust the
congregation here n u mbered twenty-three
members. Two were baptized In the meeting in August, and thus we began with
twenty- five members when I moved here
in September. Now we have fifty-riine members . Nineteen have been baptized in al l,
sixteen of the number being mature adu l ts.
Also two ha"e been restorei from the Chris·uan Church, and .one other has been restored. Four adults were baptized in April.
c'ontributions are exceedingly _gcod. There
are more prospects for obedience which we
believe will respond soon. Our twice-weekly
broadcast over the local station, with mimeographed copies of the lessons, is doing
good. ~t is a rich and joyful experience
working in this fruitful place. We are do ing systematic personal work. I am due to
begin a gospel meeting at Shallowater, Texas, June 12 through 21st. I also plan to be
at Southeast church in P ortland, Oregon,
July 13-22.
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Gnruon L. Downing, City Park Church of
Christ, Floydada, Texas, May 3: Last Lord's
day evening a mother was baptized Into
Christ who had formerly been a m ember of
the Christian church when just a girl. Our
young people's class, which meets after our
evening preaching service, had 46 present at
the last meeting. The work with the young
people throughout the brotherhood presents
a challenge and an opportun ity that we
must not overlook.
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graduate of Central Christian College ofBartlesville, Oklahoma, and plans to resume
.study in Abilene Christian College the first
of 1954. At that time the church hopes to
be able to secure the assistance of a minister who has some years of experience behind him. Will you who read this Q.o what
you can to help this little church to secure
and support the man for the field.
The
church owns property 100 x 150 feet withou t a building. Write for further information as .to how you can help In this virgin
ltlelvin J. Wise, 4216 Stanhope Avenue, field.
Dallas, T exas, May 4: Brother Oscar ElliRufus u. Cli:U:or<l, Box 282, Lawrenceburg,
son did the preaching In a masterful way
in our spring meeting at the Preston Road Tennessee, May 9: I did the preaching in
Church, which closed on April 26th. Two a meeting, April 16-26, for the church in
were baptized. One was baptized and seven Christiansburg, Virginia. A. Low..ell Altizer
accomplished
a
remarkable
worlr
placed membership yesterday.
The Lord has
willing, I shall do the preaching in a gospel in that entire area. Attendance was good,
meeting with the McLemore Avenu e Church many visitors attended, and one was imIn Memphis, Tennessee, May 17-27. I loolc mersed. TwG have been immersed here reI will begin at Hohenwald, Ten forward to working with that good church cently.
a.nd their faithful preacher, Brother Stoy nessee, May 31. The work here is pleasant
and prospering·.
Pate.
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L. J. l~efrer, 1666 W. Intendencia St.,
Pensacola, Florida, May 4: Since last re- port, we at Central have had one more baptism and two have confessed wrongs.
Walter ltiackoy, Route 4, Whitesboro, Texas, May 4: We are i~ need of a preacher
here at Whitesboro. We have a preacher's
home and can pay for full time work. This
is a good field as Whitesboro is a growing
oil center.
R. F. Cook, Hebbronville, Texas, May 5:
It was very edifying to have two added by

restoration on May 4th, my first Lord's day
with this church. This congregation is very
small, as the town is mostly Catholic, therefore the support Is small, and we need much
help to spread the truth here. I am a former Catholic, having studi-ed for priesthood.
I feel sure I can do much go()d here with
some help.

c . -E . Wilson, Cambridge, Kansas, May 5:
I have accepted work with the Stafford,
Kansas, congregat ion. We will be moving
L. F. Dlills, 156 E. Baker Street, Bates- there some time after May 17. It is with
Abilene, Texas, May 7 : J . D. Thomas,
professor of Bible at Abilene Christian Col- ville, Arkansas, May 6: Our spring meet- regret that we leave the good people and
congregation here at Cambridge, but W 9
lege, has been appointed by the elders · of ing resulted in three baptisms and one resare looking forward to a wonderful work
tthe College Church of Christ in Abilene as toration. Brother L. 0. Sanderson did an
with the good people and congregation at
director of the church's educational pro- excellent job of preaching. I baptized one
Stafford. My address after June 1 will bl.':
gram. Brother Thomas wH!. be in char-ge Sunday night at home and one was bapC. E. Wilson, Bro-a dway and Keystone, Staf{)f directing a class in personal work and ·' tized in a recent meeting at New Liberty
will worl< with Brother Glenn L. Wallace, congregation, Larkin, Arkans:is. We have ford, Kansas.
regular preacher, In othet duties. Brother a widely heard radio program over the loE. R. Watson, 826 E ·a st North 13th St.,
Tho mas has b$en at ACC since 1949. H e cal station at 8:30 each Sunday morning.
Abilene, Texas, May 4 :
We are making
teaches courses in Bible, Greek, and church Many sectarians are becoming Interested
plans for our vacation Bible schoo l · which
through
this
broadcast.
htstory, including courses of Bible and Ar-.
begins the first of June. Brother Jack Na-chaeology and Bible versus Modernism.
deau, ju s t back from Germany, has been
Clarence A. Price, Bryson, Texas, May 7: invited to do the preaching In our meeting
Geo. n. curtis; 321 S. Wright, Siloam I have labored with this good congrGgation that begins Jun e 5. Two have been born
Springs, Arkansas, Ma)• 4: Will w. Slater !S ince November 11, 1949. After this pleas- Into the kingdom ln. the last two weeks at
cl{)sed a fine singing school with the con- ant work together t have resigned my work 12 th and Chestnut.
I recently spoke one
gregation · here las t Wednesday evening. with them to accept the work with the night at Pecos. The occa-sion was the openStudents attended from Westville, Stillwell, Lakeview church in Waco, Texas. I shall ing of a new building. _ The church h as
Jay, Colcord and Kansas in Oklahoma. From begin there the latte r part of thfs summer. made great progress both materially and
Fayetteville, Rogers, Lincoln, Johnson, Hi- I am looking ~orwa1:d to a very wonderful ·spiritually since I lived among them some
wassee, Gentry, Gravette, Springdale and work with these fme people, who come years ago. Th ey have a splendid building
Siloam Spri_n gs in Arkansas. Brother Sla- highly recommended to me. My successor which will serve their nee d s well. . Mor e
ter -knows vocal music an d has the ability at Bryson has not been selected as yet. I I
t th
to impart that knowledge to others.
You wish to thank each and every church and · power 0
em.
will not g1) wrong in using Brother Slater !the many calls that came to .~e relative to
Gus Eoff, 2351 E ·. Lindsay Street, Stockfor a singing school.
change of work. I would like to be able ton, California, May G: We have just conrto help all.
eluded a good meeting with Brother Elbcct
w. T. Hamilton, Gainesville, T exas, May
• Garretson from Fullerton, California.
He
5: The first Sunday in June will bring to
Jes!u~ W. SteJibens, 537-25th Street, Oak- ' did a fine job preaching the gospel and
a close our worl< in Gainesville. For al- land, California, May 7: ' The worlc is mov- delivered some outstanding lessons. There
most three years we have labor ed with th e ing forward here at Ce ntral. Another one were.. eight responses during the meeting.
Commerce Street church here, and enjoyed was baptized here last night, making ·a Four were baptized and two placed memit very much.
During that time, ·much .tolal of sixteen baptisms so far this year. bership and· two confessed wrongs. Brothe r
growth, physically and spi~itually, has oc- We have worked with this congregation Don Hinds of Manteca, California, and I becurred in th e church.
Th e building was for about two years and six months. Dur- gin a meeting May 11th in Ridgecrest, Galiimproved and enlarged at a cost of $50,000, ing this time, there have been sixty precious fornia.
Brother Hinds, besides being an
the membership has grown, and the con- :so uls baptized into Christ. We plan to leave excellent preacher, is an outstanding scng
tributions have in creased considerably. It this work here- on or shortly after July 1. director and he will lead the sin ging a n d I
Is hard to leave the good people here, but No one has been selected for this work as will do the preaching In Ridgecrest. Brothwe are looking forward to . a more chal- yet.
Those interested should ·write the er Loran Biggs Is the p·reacher at Ridgelenging work _ with the fine church in La- church here at the above address. This is crest and we look to a fine meeting.
mesa, Texas.
a good church-one of the best. - Worship
with us when passing this way.
Not'noan :uatthews, Asher, Oklahoma, May
Ollce w. Cruise, Burlingto n, Ol~lahoma:
5: We are still keeping house for the Lord
I have just returned from Herington, .KanRobert c. (Bob) Copeland, Jr., Box 863, here in Asher. Attentive audiences at each
115as, where I , with Brethren C. E. Wilson Clarendon, Texas, . May 6: The meeting at tservice. The congregation here is unusuof Cambrfdge, Kansas, Ray Wright of Well- Eldorado, Oklahoma, was concluded May 2. ally large considering the size cJJ the comington, Kansas, David Fultz of Winfield, Two were baptized and the church edified. munity, Is under a good leadership and
Kansas, Arthur P. Davis of Pratt, Kansas, Brother George S . Wilkins is the capable is blessed with qualified teachers. Certain
and James R. Greer of Liberal, Kansas, all minister there. I have two more meetings hindrances have been removed and the wa.y
labored with the little band of 12 disciples scheduled for the months of July and Au- is open for some good work in the futnre,
in that city of 40·00 people. Each minister gust, and I ~ave time open for · some more for which we give God all the praise. The
was sent and supported by his homo con- meetings if any congregation needs me. My Lord willing, I shall be in California the
gregatlon. The meetings were each evening worlc here will terminate soon. Any con- first three Sunday.s In June, and will be
from April 22nd through May 3. June 1st gregatiou wanting a gospel preacher who glad to "fill In" for any congregation whos
Brother and Sister Mitchell Greer of Tulsa, stresses the importance of personal evan- minister will be absent at that time. After
Oklahoma, will move there temporarily to gelism may contact me. The elders here the first of June contact me at Porterville,
preach and work with the Christians there. endorse my work and Christian,Jivlng. Let California, 400 Worth Road.
The Firm
The Herington church still lacks $100.00 per r us press onward, giving God the praise _and Foundation continues to do a good work.
month support for this couple. He is a glory.
It ought to be in every home.
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Frank L. Oox, Box 1<T4, Mineola, Texas,
May 11: It was my priy!Jege. to speak on
the Kilgore Lectureship, a lso on the Fort
Worth Lectureship. On the evening of April
29, I closed an 11-day meeting with Dillard
Thurman and the Highland Park congrega tion In Fort Worth. Interest and attendance
increased until the last service; one baptized,
two placed membership. I have been invited
to deliver the baccalaureate address for
the senior class of the Mineola High School
on Sunday even ing, May 24.

J. 'Villard

~lo:r:row

JJ. Will,.rd ·lllo:rrow, 2303 Azle Avenue, Ft.

Worth 6, Texas: I resigned as local minister of the great church at Rosen Heights
in March. My plans are to devote all my
time to coz\.ducting gospel meetings.' I have
been with Rosen Heights eight years. For
~:~orn e time I have intended to do this.
Now
I am in position to arrange meetings and
~hall be glad to hear from the congregations
who may desire my services in this work.
l have conducted meetings throughout the
year s I have been doing local work. I assisted in fifty-one meetings last year. These
have been from Mont1ay night through SatUt'day night. Now I can give one or two
Lord's days in . each meeting as the congregations may desire.
WANTED-•ro 1;-et in contact witl• any church
that has some used se:ots. Please state the
number of seats tlutt you ha'\•e, the 'length
o{ them, style, ·and color. A1so tl•e • priee.
r~lease send this information to: Post Office
Box 116, Cro":ell, Texas.

F OUNDATION

I
Paul T. Dumnt, 35 Piedmont Avenue, Charleston, South Carolina, May 11: One was restored and one placed membership yesterday. The work moves on and we find a
great opportunity in Charleston.

'I'uesday, May 26, 1953
Elmer L'Roy, 901 S. Broadway, Springfield, Missouri, May 18: Three persons were
baptized at Broadway and Madison Church
of Christ in Springfield, Missouri, on May
17th. Two of these were form e rly members
of the Baptist denomination.

Arthur L. Golden, Box 365, Perry ton, Texas, May H: Since moving here to work with
the church April 1st, there have been five
baptisms and three r estorations. Of this
number, two came from the Christian church.

Tom Walke'l", 1135 H .ollywood , Dallas, Texas, May 18: On May 1() the c hurch at Mt.
Tabor had their first homecoming. It was
wonderful to see the large c rowd of oldtimers and the bountiful noon-day spread
Glenn L. Wallace, 733 ID. N. l&th, Abilene, of everything good to eat. I have the third
Texas, Ma y 14: Seven baptisms, thirteen and fourth Sundays in July ope n fo r a meet;estorations since my last report. J. D. in g.
Thomas is now associated with me in the
work here at · the College church, serving as
Claude A. Guild, 2701 E. Be lknap Street,
Fort Worth 11, Texas, May 18 : The Lineducation director.
wood meeting, Fort Worth, c losed with
Doyle Banta, Box 2<15, West H~klna, Ark- 13 .restorations and two baptis ms. Four elansas, May 12: Interest is high. Six mem- ders and five deacons are b e ing added to
bershiJ)S, two baptized, and five restored our office rship in Riversid e, May 24. My
since last report. We hope to establish a next meeting is with th e Eas t s id e church
congregation in downtown Helena (12,000 in Lubbock, Texas.
population) this year.
lllurrey W. Wilson, Mounta in Vie w, OklaCluos. E. Parker, 711 Blackworth, Miami, homa, May 13: I have just c los ed a good
Oklahoma, May 10: · Closed at Cushing, Ok- meeting with the church in Memphis, Texas,
lahoma, tonight: two baptized into Christ where Brother Bascomb Litton and Brother
and two restored to their first lovE!. Broth- Palmer Wheeler are the local workers.
er Thornton Crews leaves there May 24th There were four 'baptiEed. These men are
and Brothe r T ed McElroy begins May 31s t. untiring workers in the cburch. If I oa'n
assist your congregation in a m e eting, conVirgil Bentley, 20'1 West 6th Street, Cor- tact me.
dell, Okla homa, May 12: One was baptized
A. L. Harbht , 109 14th S t r ee t , Vallejo,
here last week. We have just concluded an
unusual and profitable l ectureship, and are California, May 14: The chu rch here closed
now making· preparation for our vacation a meeting last Sunday. Roy El. Cogdill did
Bible school and s umm er camp.
the preaching and Kenneth H u nting directefl
t h e singing. We had increasingly good atEl<lridge B. Lfnn, Denver, Colorado, May tendance and interest throughout th·e meell21: I am bacl' home from the meeting in ing; three were identified and one restored.
Oklahoma City. It was great. There were Brother Cogdill is to be wi th us . a gain in
seven baptisms, two r estorations, and three 1954.
to identify themselves with 12th and Drexel
Streets congregation there. Brother J . B.
DIU Cavender, 7724 Mohawk Drive, DalKinney is a. great co-worker.
las 19, Texas, May 18: Reginald A. Ginn of
Meridian, Mississippi, did the preaching in
Den West, Lampasas, Texas, May 11:· Yes- a meeting at the Love Field church recentterday was a full day at th e First Street ly; four became Christians. Six others have
church h e re. One was baptized, 252 in obeyed the gospel too. Of this number,
classes, 350 at worship, 250 at night, regu- three were Baptists and on e was a Jew.
lar offering $455, 263 present Wednesday We w ill begin a new building as soon as
night. Gospel meeting June 15-23.
Perry the city givE:s us a permit to build.
Wilm eth will preach.
Floyd E•nbree, 1203 Merc hant, ·Artesia,
Elmer L'Roy, 9()1 S. Broadway, Springfield, New Mexico, May 17: Several have been
Missour i, May 11: Cl eon Lyles of Little identified here of late and a few have been
Rock, Arkansas, will preach in a gospel restored. I go to Medford, Oregon, 'June 7meeting at Broadway and Madison church 14 fo,r a me e ting. Brother Mauri c e Tisdel
in Springfield, Missouri, June 1-10. I shall is the preach er there. I Joo l' forward to
be with the church at Spring and Delta working with him and th e good church
Streets in West Long Beach, Cali fornia, there. I hope to spend the mo nth of June
in the Northwest.
for a meeting June 21 through 28.
J. o. Jones, 1014 B e ck Street, Little Rock,
Arkansas.: April 3rd was tr u ly a good day
for the Pulaski Heights churc h . Three were
baptized and on e was r esto red. Brother
Raymond Kelcy will be with us In a gospel meeting b eginning June ~t h, to continue
through the 14th. Our vaca tion Bible school
will begin on the 12th , and continu e through
the 20th of June.

Fred A . T:olley, Kingman, Arizo na, May
14: Since last report th e r e h a ve b e en three
baptisms h e r e. W e have th e "Herald of
Truth" over th e loca.J sta tion and a weelrly
program of our own. We s tart in a twowee k vacation Bible· school here the 25th
and then go to Winslow to a id in one there.
My wife and I plan to b e in Kans:{s from
June 21 till about the 8th of July. Churches desiring my services during that period,
write me at Gene1·al Delivery, Kingman, Arizona; at once.
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Polytechnic Church AI fort Worth, Texas

1 of the greatest values that one may obtain
j from Christian ass ociation during college

The Polytechnic Church of Christ, 350·1 Wilson and Patterson arch it ectural firm d e Mr. J. A. G ibbons
Avenue I, Fort vV o rth, T exas, will h ave s ign ed th e auditorium.
o n May lOth the formal open ing of their was in charge of construction.
A homecoming· of former members is
a udit o ri um.
The complete plant has been
con structed in insta llm ents over a per io d planne• f o r thi s day. Bible school w ill b e
o f years. A two - stor y wi ng of classrooms at 9 :4 5 a .m. and worsh ip at 10: 45 a .m. a nd
was completed fou r years ag·o .
Th e n ew 7:00 p.m. Th e r e will b e a spec ia l service
a uditor ium has Ind ir ect lighting, four foy - at 3 :O il p.m., after which ther e w ill bQ open
e rs. a glassed-in sound-proof nursery. The house. Reuel Lemmons of Clebu rn e, T exas,
a uditorium will accommodate 1,390 people will begin an e vahgelis tic meeting ori tha t
in its present seat in g arr a ngement. There date, which will co n tin u e through o ut the
a re forty-four roo m s in the building a nd a week with servic es at 10:00 a.m. and 8: 00'
· junio r auditorium that will accommodate p.m. Leroy Brownlow has pr each e d fo r the
2()0 p eople.
The e ntire p l a nt is air-condi- church for the past t e n years.
tioned for 'both su mm er and winter.
The
ble
n ever
once
m e ntion ed
"protestant
ch urc h es" nor "Catholi'c c hurch es."
Both
Eight hundred e ighty- six a lumni, friends, t h e C3.t h o li c ch ur c h a nd "d e nominational
a nd pr ospective studen ts of Fr eed -Harde- c hurch es" are condem n ed by the simple
man College have attended t h e first e ight teachings of the Bible, hence those who
sectional alumni meeting·s this year.
This wrote ' the Bible were not m emb e rs of such
is by f ar the best at t e ndance in th e ' his t o r y instltutions. When th e Bib l e was written
Chattan.,oga h ad 75, there was "but o n e body"-the church of
o f these meetings.
Memphi s 143, Kentuc ky Lak e 88 , Reelfoot Chr ist-hen ce the writers of that sacred
Lake 177, Columbus, Mississippi, 89 , Flor- document were members of that divine in e nce, Alabama 125, Athens , Alabama 100, sti tutio n. They co uld not h a v e b een m e m_ and Cardwell, Missouri 89 . .
bers of any other r e ligiou s body because
This was th e first m eetin g in Chatta - Paul sa id, in A.D. 64, "There is one body"
nooga and Ken tu c ky Lake. A me e ting will (Eph. 4 :4 ).
be h e ld in Detroit, Jun e 5 a nd Parl<ersburg,
Weat Virginia, June 11.
CBRJSTIAN' EDUCA'l'ION PAY S
. We are indeed g r atef ul for the wonde1·ful
cooperation received in ail of t h ese m ee tJ . r. Gibso-n, lU.D.
ing·s.
Christian education pays S!Ol iritu al dividends. L et me ~pea k of on ly one phase of
,this theme.
WflO '"-"R OTE THE BIULE~
Th ere are a few great decisions in the
life of an individual; 1. The d ec is ion to be Jt>lut w. Hedge
come a Chri stian·; 2. The d ecisio n to tak e
The Bible i:; here and som ebody wrote a mate.
By th e time most young people
it. The question i s, w ho wrote it? We have a r e r eady for co Hege, they have probably
heard much about th e Catholic c hurch pro - already decid ed to be Christ ians, especially
d ucin g the Bible. If it is a Catholic pro- if they have come f r om a Christian family.
d u ctio n, is it n"ot pas~ in g strange that th e The next importa nt dec is ion is. to tak~ a
write rs did not mention the Ca'tho lic church mate. Upon this dec is ion can rest the spir a nd the many ancl varied t eac hings and prac- itual welfare and t h e happiness of the inditices of that institu tion? Have you ever r ead v idu al.
a. history of th Catholic church written by
Since so many yo ung people choose a mate
a Catholic but what h e mention e d the Cath- during college years, it the r efore becomes
o lic c h urch and h e r practices on a lm ost very essential that one be in the right place
ever y page? Moreov e r , is it n ot passi n g •to choose a Christian mate, with s imila r
stran ge i f Catho lics wrote the Bible, that ideals and background. A nd that place is
t h ey condemned themselv es in the thing s a Chr istian college. Abilene Chris ti a n Col which they al1ow? Mr. Harry Truma n , ex - lege is justly proud of th e multiplied thou president of th e United States, proposes to sands of happy Chr istian h o m es that have
write a boo l< of his accomplishments while res ulte d from t h e m ar riage of a C hristian
h e s e rved as pres id e nt. 'Vill h e writ e s u c h boy and a C hri stia n girl who first m e t on
fo r th e p u rpose of co nde mning or uphold- the campus of Abilene Christian College.
ing the a dmi nistration in which he served? ·No t only are most of th ese hom es h appy, but
vVlll h<1. write such a bool< a nd y e t not m e n- they a re z ealou sly working in the c hurch,
t ion the deli)ocratic ad ministra t io n by nam e? a nd bringing up th e ir c hildr e n in th e nurCa tholics ·a.s well as m a n y protesta nt de- ture and th e admonition of th e Lord.
Ha v ing found my own wife on this camnomin at io n s woul d have us beli e v e tha t
the m e mb e rs o f th e ir organization s wrote pus, and two of o ur daught ers haying found
the B ible, and yet the write rs of the Bi- their hus bands th e t·~ . I feel that this Is one
886 1\.T'l'EliiD
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-------0-------

years. When we add to this a college e du -cation of above standard, and a dili gent
study of God's word under godly m e n, we
r ea lize that · no sc hool of a sec ular a ature
ca n offer anyth ing that approaches t his
wea lth of val u es for a Chri s tian.
·
Elvin Bost, Box 333, Allen, Okla homa , did
)the preaching· in our s pring me etin g Apri l
9-1 9. 'l'he atte ndance was unu su a lly good,
th e preaching was s up erb, and th e r esults
wer e gratifying. Ten were baptized and two
r estored to fellows hip
We are in the mid -dle of an expansio n and remodelin g progra m
which will make our building much mor.c
_attr active a nd .ad d n early 50 p e r cent to
our seat ing capacity. I should lik e to spend
two to four weeks any time this year in
vacation Bible schools , s in ging scho o ls or
singin g for meetings. Anyone d es irin g my
services, Please jl.ddress. me at above ad -dress.
0. J. Russell, Durant, Oklahoma:
After
three and one -h alf y ears of a very pleasant
and fruitful work with th e church ' in Dur a nt, Oklahoma, we have accepted the invi tation of the 2nd and Whaley Str ee t church
in Longview, Texas, to labor with that
congregation in the ministry of the word.
While deciding to leave Du rant was o ne of
our hardest decisions, we r e joice that the
conditi o n of the c hurch and the opportunity
for doing goo d are th e best in its hi s tory.
The unu s u a l radio program, "The Religious
Question Hour", the work with South easte rn State College s tud e nts, and the program
of e v angelism furnish great opportuniti~s
for spread in g th e truth. Brother D ea n Bull ock, who p reach es for the church in Grand
Saline, T exas, has been invited to work
with the Dura nt chu r ch and is scheduled to
begin hi s la b o r s h e re June 28. We a nticipa e fo r him a very pleasant work.
Our
work in Longvi ew will begin M3;¥ 24 aad
correspondence will r each m e a t Box 1606,
L ongview, T exas. Brother J a mes Adams has
d o n e a v e ry commendable work with this
good church and is held in high es teem.
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BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. ltlarks A.-.•enue
.prooklyn 13, New York
WJI,LIAM N. FRYER--Evnngellst
ROGER W. HAWLEY- EvnngeU•t
!luudny-10:00 A.M. nnd 6:00 P.M.
Wednesduy-?':30 P.lU.

Phone:

PResident

4-4736

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
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Richard Weaver, 110 Division Street,
Smyrna, T ennessee, April 28: We have a very
fine group of faithful members of the
church from many states stationed here at
Stewart Air Force Base who are attending
regularly. Also, many visitors from Sewart
and from Smyrna have resulted in record
attendance th is past month. I have preached
at Sand Hill colored church, four miles
from Smyrna, three Sunday afternoons this

WIDE JUM BREAD PLATE
10 inches in diameter
Hllhlf polished aluminum
6read plate ------'------U.S6

MARROW RIM BREAD PLATlll
I inches 1n diameter
Highly polished aluminum
bread plate ------------$1.66

.U.UMDi'UM OFFERING PLATE
10 Inches ln diameter
They have a he!P.vy felt pad; maroon or green,
HJshly polished aluminum
offering plate ----~-----$2.0 0

month and will continue to preach there on
the second and fourt~ Sunday afternoons
when · Brother A. J. Vanleer, from Nashvill e, their. preacher, cannot be with them.
This is due to his work at Woodbury growing to where he is remaining with them to
conduct an evening service these two Lord's
days. Last fall these colored brethren invite d me to preach in their meeting and I
am scheduled to conduct another for them

The Ideal
NON-COLLECTING TRAY
11~ in. Dia., Interlocking, Duat
Proof. Can be stacked eight hf8h
on one base.
Highl_y po11shed aluminum tray
with 36 plain glasses ____ $8.\1(!
Highly polished aluminpm ·tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 9.0{1
Highly polished aluminum cover for abQve tray ________ 2.90
Highly polish~d a~uminum
gtacking base tor above
tray ------------------ Z. 7ii

Om' Special
SELF-OOL.LECTlNG CU8mONJliD
TRAY

13.% inch Diameter
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 36 plain glfisses ____ $10.fia
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses____ 11.611
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray______ l.!i
Highly polished alyminum
stacking base !6r above
tray ----------------- 1.00
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ih - June. 'l'he other SundaY. afternoon, I
preached at Glorianna, a relatively new
work iri the county. I am to preach in their
fall meeting when they hope to be in their
n ew building. Brother Edward Craddock is
to preach in our spring meeting beginning
May 17. Services daily: 10 a.m. and 8 p .m.
Irvb• B. 1\fcFadln, Box 1164, Taylor, Texas,
May 4: . We continue a pleasant and profitable work with our former home congregat ion at Bartlett.
Brother Maur ice McFarland of Lubbook, Texas, begins our
m eeting at Bartlett June 7. All nearby are
urged and Invited to attend. Brother Hester of Holland will preach at Bartlett next
Sunday morning. I wiH preach at Holland
in his stead.
The congregations in this
vicinity all have fellowship In a monthly
singing. Our next meeting will be at Holland the fou rth Sunday at 2:30. All are
Invited.

W. s. Boyett, 1416 North Hudson, Altus,
Oklahoma: The month of April was a good
one for the congregation here. There were
ten added to our number. A new membership list is being made which reveals that
we now have a total membership of about
780. We are constantly increasing our program of preaching the gospel oatsid~ of
Altus. The elders just recently agreed to
undel'write the support of Brother Ward
Stevens, who Is moving to Buffalo, Oklahoma, June 1st. We are also helping In the
support of preachers at Laverne, Headrick,
and a colored preacher in Altus . Okl-ahoma.
Beginning June ls_t we will be spending
about $735 per month in this type work. I
did the preaching In a ten-day meeting at
Headrick recently. Th e interest was exoellent throughout, but none obeyed the gospel during the meeting; Our dally vacation
Bible school will be June 25-30.
"\V. L. Bnze, 417 Welch Street, Denton,
T exa s, April 28: Beginning Sunday, May
3, I took up my l.abors with the flhurch
meeting at Weloh and Chestnut in Denton,
Texas. Although we have had a very pleasant work with the Quanah congregation
through the past three and one -half years
and, therefore, leave with a certain measure
of reluctance, we look forward with keen
anticipation to our new worlc It bids fair
to being · a good and pleasant work from
the beginning and its possibilities appear
unlimited. We need and solicit the prayers
of saints everywhere as we enter our n·ew
field of labor. Our thanks go to all those
churches and individuals expressing interest in our laboring with them or assisting
us in any way. While we could not go
everywhere that it appeared we might serve
well, it was good to learn that we were
well enough thought of to be the subject of
such interest on th e part of many. May
God bless his saints everywhere, is our
prayer.
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E. Paul 1\lntthews, 4823 E. 60th Place, May-,lahoma City and at Tinker Air Force Base,
wood, California: The Maywood church con- driving back and forth. At the present, Lextinues to show improvement. Attendance is lngton is without a cafe, and the only one
on the increase, and several have been bap - l in town is for sale. It has been out of
tized since our last report. This congrega- operation for about three months. The folks
tion is sending me to hold several mission who owned it closed it because of their
meetings this summer. Arrangements hav e h ealth. It could be purchased very reasonalready been made for my going to Bowers ably and w ould be a good source of
Corner, Oklahoma, in June, and to neno, income. It has never r emained open on the
Nevada, where ·r labored for more than a Lord's day. We would be happy to have
year in 1950-51, in August, but some tim e some faithful Christian to come our way
is yet open. If the brethren of som e c on- and purchase this cafe. Lexington would algregation with limited means fe el that a so a f f ord a good opporfunity for a good
meeUng would be profitable in their com- "cas h grocery and market." I enjoy the
munity, please write to the elders, church Firm Foundation more as the years go by.
of Christ, 5950 Heliotrope Circle, Maywood, 1-Iay God bless you with many more happy,
California. We should like to hear from s ucces sful years.
·
those who would not otherwise be abl e to
have a meeting.
Setla E. Relakoi>, 235 O!<anogan Avenu e,
Wenatchee, Washington, April 24: The
greatest meeting in the history of the church
in the Northwest closed April 12, with 54
additions: 31 by baptism, 23 by transter.
Brother Hugh M. Tiner, president of Pepperdine College, Los Angeles, California, a s sisted the congregation here In a series of
meetings March 29 through April 12. Brother Tiner's plain and forceful messages on
New Testament Christianity were received
by large and Interested audtences. F.ollowing
the messages with personal visitation each
day, he and I were well received Into many
homes for interviews and Bible study. The
·results are self-evident. Brother Tiner is
an outstanding personal worker and is untiring in his efforts. The church is greatly
strengthened by ltis work here. He labored
with the Moses Lake church following for
one wee!;: with 19 being adde d there.
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Re,;;innld 'Ben-..er, Bo:l_t 263, Sayre, Oklahoma, May 5: June 1 I will move to Delta,
Colorado, to work with the small congregation there being supported by the church
at Tipton.
My address will be Box 184.
There has been no series of meetings planned for this summer at Delta; therefore, if
any church would be willing to send their
pr eacher for one during August or September, they may contact me at the above addr ess or write L G. Anderson, Box 115,
D elta, Colora do. Brother Currey of Lefors,
T exas, will b e gin at Sayre when I leave.
Several baptisms here recently. If you are
vacationing in Colorado, try. to arrange it
where you can worship with us in Delta at
12th and Grand.

·America's Quality

favorite among
I

eachers' ·Bibles

George A. Bennett, Box 216, Lexington ,
Oklahoma, April 25: The work at Lexington continues to increase, with interest
growing at ever y service. Records :r:eveal
that contributions, Lord's day Bible classes,
and mid-week Bible classes have doubled
since July, 1951. To the ·Lord be all the
praise. Lexington is a town of 1,300 lo- 1
cated 17 miles southeast of Norman, Oklahoma; 37 miles southeast of Oklahoma City,
Many of our residents are employed .in Olt-
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on hand a good supp ly at all times. Price:
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AM the true vine, and my

I 2 Father
is the husbandman.
Every branch in me that
beareth not fruit he taketh
away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgefh it, that
it may bring forth more fruit.

II'IRM FOUNDATION
PUBLISHING HOUSE

Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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ELDERS' 'l'RA.INING COURSE
JUelvin J. 'Vi8e

.\

The need for a more efficient l ead ersh ip
In th e Lord's church h as b een k eenly felt
for sometime in m a ny lo caliti es. Not much
has been done to enco urage or train men
for th e eldership. A t r a inin g course is planned to help develop brethren for this capacity of serv ice, a nd will be conducted in th e
a udi torium of the Preston Road Church of
Chri st, 6409 P r eston Road, Dallas, Texas,
on th e evenings of June 1, 2, 4, and 5, beg inn ing each ev enin g at e ight o'clocl<.
Th ere wiil be a lecture each night, followed by a question _ a nd a n swer forum,
condu ct ed by a panel mad e up of two e lde.r s
and two preachers. We urge all congregations located in driving distance from D a llas to make proper a nn o unc ements of thi s
t rain ing course and urge brethren to co m e.
This meeting is not to be confin e d to brethren serving as e lder s , but m en, women and
young people alike w ill be welcome, for all

in the church need to know ab'o ut the duties, qualifications and worlt of e lders a nd
the proper r elationship and r espo nsibility
that the church susta ins. towa rd thE<m.
B el ow is a .sch e dul e of the su bj ect s and
ospeakers:
Monday:
"Respo n s ibilities of the Elders
tto th e Church"-Dr. S. H . Crawford, elder,
Pearl and Bryan Church.
Tuesday:
"The E lders as Overseers"Hulen L. Jackson, preac h er, Trinity ' He~hts
Church.
Thursday: "The Qualifications of the E ld ers"- John_ H . Ban i ster, pr eacher, Skillman
A.venue Church .
Friday : )'Respon s ib iliti es of the Church
to th e Elders"-Stanley J. Lovett, preacher
Shamrock Shores Church.
0----

P. 0. Box 139, care
of Tipton Home, Tipton , Oldaho m a, April
28: On Sunday, April 12, I had th e pleasure
and privilege of preaching to th e church at·
Marlow, Oklahoma, where they ~~:re in the
'VIIU:un

0.

~lorton,
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process of changing preachers . Brother - -James E. Laird has been with them for
four years and has done a very effective
work, I am told. Marlow has one of the
finest bodies of disciples it h a s been my·
pleasure to serve. Then, on Sunday, April
·19, I was invite d to speak to th e church at
Shamro·ck, Texas, a nd h ere we h a d one ad dit ion by baptism. Shamrock is also one of
the very fine churches of th e Lone Star
State a nd, they, t oo, are changing preache r s . Brother Stanley has b een with them
for some time and is moving to Wellington, T exas, to be succeeded by Brother B.
R. T ittle of Hollis, Oklahoma. Shamrock h as
g r ea t possibilities for service aRd from my
observation, I should say that th ey will
not n egl ect any of th ei r opportunities. I
a m in v it ed b ack for the first Sunday in
May. Th e work I am trying to do at Lake
Cr ee k, n ear Granite and at Hess, Oklahoma,
is mov in g right ahead to greater things. I
s h a ll b e happy to occasionally fill other appointments within reach of Tipton.

~ESTIC HYMNM~w oN THE ~t
This great ·hymn book will soon be ready
Great care has been tt1ken by the c,ompilers (G. H. P. Showalter and Austin Taylor) to provide for the
chur~hes a selection of so'Y!Jf}s, hymns, and spiritual songs not inferior to anything that has been published. It has some special points of merit.
1.

The book will contain approximately· 25 new songs, · dh-eet from the !\'ISS that. have never before boon printed.

2. Special attention has boon paid to secure and use the very choicest· selections of late years. composed btr m.em1
bers of the churches of Christ.

8. Every reasonable effort is put forth to secure all the best of the grand old hymns that will never die, those
sweet old songs used in the childhood days of those who are now stalwarts in the churches.

I!

4. We have used gt.•cat care to see that all the songs are scriptural and at the sam.e time avoid some ludicrous
verbal modifications and substitutions that with good intentions have been made by some who are trying to :make
everything "scriptural," and in their zeal have made eiTors in the actual meaning of words substituted, and in
versification.
5. Finally. we believe that we are needing a new song book now-that the churches m"ll needing a new and better book- they neefl at the present quite a large number of changes and corrections. There is need to drop some
songs, and the1~ is a gt.•eat need to enter a good list of new or nearly new songs that a:re teachable, practical, and
more worshipful--6ongs that are suitable for the regular services of the church in an eminent degree, and as well,
for the singing schools and song drills.

~

We believe that our new songs and many late songs especially, will stimulate and arouse, a muchneeded interest in singing.

I

Prices: We will have two bindings: Full Cloth Board, $1.00; Heavy Leatherette F1exible, greatly desired by many, 80 cents. In either pinding, send 10 cents per copy additional for postage and shipping
expense.

§

We are anxious to receive from all the churches an order for at least one copy of this new book for
examination. If you are not ready for a new book now, you might well desire at least one new copy to
exa:rpine the new songs. PUBLICATION DATE IS JUNE 1, 1953, Send all orders to

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHI.NG HOUSE
Post Office Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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W. M. DAVIS
Walking In the Truth

The apostle John says, "I have no greater joy than to hear
that my children walk in the truth" ( 3 Jno. 4). It makes
Christian parents happy to hear 1 that their children walk in
the truth, but it grieves them to learn that their children
have gone astray. The apostles had keen anxiety concerning their converts. Paul and John especially gave expression to this sentiment. Paul called Timothy h is son, and
admonished him to follow h is teaching faithfully.
And John was emph asizing the same thought when he
·said, "I have no greater joy than to hear that my children
walk in truth.''' Walking in truth meant a lot at the time
John wrote this message. It meant sacrifice, hardship, trials
and dangers. Polycarp is an example of what John's children
in the faith bad to experience. Polycarp was one of John's
converts. John was exiled for walking in the truth, and
many of his converts were beheaded or burnt at the stake.
A.t Smyrna Polycarp was apprehended by the officers in an
upper chamber, and as he came down the stairs, he said,
."The will of the Lord be done." The stake was driven and
kindling wood gathered from a carpenter's shop. The flame
soon enveloped the body of Polycarp. But wind blew the
blaze away, and a Roman officer beheaded him with his
sword. That was· what it meant for John's children to walk
In the truth.
If Christians are stigmatized with unhandsome epithets
for walking in the truth .now, they think they are undergoing great persecution. The afflictions of God's people now
are very light compared to the early ages of the church. We
should earnestly pray to God that su ch adversity may never
return.
Doing God's Will

In the sermon on the mount Jesus said, "Not every .one
that saith unto mG, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven , but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, h.ave we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy
name have cast out devils, a.nd in thy name have done many
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never kne w you : depart from . me, ye tha t work iniquity"
(Mat. 7: 21-2 3).
From this it is apparent that men may do wonderful works
without doing the will of God. True religion consists not
only in doing something, but in doing the right thing. It is
very unfortunate that so many people will look at God's
commandments, and decide · that they are not worth doing,

then do something of their own choosing, and call it obedience
to the will of God.
When Naaman was commanded to go and wash seven
times in the river Jordan to recover from leprosy, it looked
like foolishness to him. Another course of action seemed
wiser,. Why not wash in the streams of Damascus? They
were nearer his home, and much more convenient. Something convenient and expedient in the eyes of men lures them
from the path of duty. "The wisdom of the world is foolishness with God."
With Jesus the will of God was supreme--"not my will,
but thine be done.'" Men do the will of God by following
Jesus . He said, "I must work the works of him that sent
me while it is day: the night cometh when no man can work"
(Jno. 9:4). If we follow Jesus, we will do the works that
God has appointed for us to do. "Blessed a r e th~y tha,t do
his commandments, that they may have a right to the t r ee
of- life, and may enter through the gates into the city.''
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

"The Wages Of Sin Is Death"
Dick Powell
"For the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23).
"Everything has its price." The truth of those words is
taught everywhere in the Bible, and by reading it we learnthat man has paid great prices for his successes and failures.
Therefore, I wish to present the wage mankind will inevitably receive for his failure to obey God's commands.
There is nothing arbitrary in the principle announced; however, numbers of people do not like the doctrine of there
being a hell. They feel that such teaching is contrary to the
goodness of God, but we must remember that the wages of
sin is death, here and now, in this world (Rom. 5:12) . Hence
there is no reason for anyone to think the spiritual world is
organized on any different principle from that of the natural
world. Proof of this idea is recorded in Matthew 25 :46. Therefore, Paul says in Rom. 6:23 that the thing that sin has earned
-that is due to sin as a matter of right and justice-is death
-nothing short of that.
The text teaches three things-viz: (1) Nature's invariable
logic, (2) Natu're moves along downward lines, and (3) Nature tends to permanency of character.
1. Nature's invariable Iogie. Upon · the words recorded in·
Matt. 7:16-18, 20 Jesus grounded his greatest utterances of
the first principle named. Hence we comprehend that every
word or deed carries with it its own legitimate consequences

'
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and has bound up with it its own inevitable issues. So the
principle named is not arbitrary but is grounded into the very
nature· of this universe.
.
"The ethics of the· Bible are true, not because they depend
on the will of God, not because God says they are true; but
God says they are true because they are truei they depend on
the nature of God; not on his volition." Thus by the merciful
nature and will ?f God we have his divine law-the Bible. It
is one of his perfect gifts to man (Jas. 1:17, 18). But still,
"The wages of sin is death" ~ a sentence that is written upon
the face of this universe.
The Old Testament had very little to say concerning immortality and a future life, but the wise men of old, inspired
of God, had much to say about the subjects of sin and deathviz: (1) ·"Evil shall slay the wicked" (Psalm 34:21). An individual does not have to call on God to do it. "Evil will react
on the evildoer, and he shall be held down with the cords of
his own sin." (2) "Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of
their own way, and be filled with their own devices" " •.. for
whatsoever a man soeth, that shall he also reap" (Prov. 1:
31; Gal. 6:7). There is no suspension of this law. " The wages
of sin is death." That profound statement takes in everyone,
whether or not he claims the name "Christian." Christianity
is not an insurance policy that we may escape from our sins.
No indeed! Proof of this is recorded in 1 Cor. 9:27 and· 1 Cor.
10:12 thus substantiating Matt. 7:21.
Even the Oia Testament corroborates this teaching. It says,
" . . . be sure your sin will find you out" (Num. 32:23). This
does not necessarily mean that you will be found out, for possibly you may not, but your sin will find you out, and it will
work havoc in your spiritual 'Jlature.
II. Nature follows downward lines. The breaking •up of a
character is along lines of least resistance. Js. 1:13-15 brings
forth this teaching by describing sin as a birth. The sinful desire is the conception; the sinful deed the birth; and moral
and eternal death are the final results. In acquiring a bad
habit we follow this law. The distintegration of a character
goes on slowly, steadily, noiselessly but surely. Consider pensively Psalm 19:12: "Who can understand his errors? Cleanse
thou me from secret faults." Each person should realize that
in reality we know not the character of our natures. For instance, when a man who has been a well respected resident
in his community for some time suddenly shocks everyone by
some misdeed, his fellow citizens say, "It was so sudden." In
reality though it was not. The truth is that the end came
suddenly. The finished product had b,een slowly accomplished
. through a period of years. ·
Thus I implore each and every individual to search · his neart
and to search it well. Unknown to you, there may still be
lurking in your character tendencies that you are not aware
of. If these should break loose, what then? Would the sins
bring ruin upon you suddenly? Remember, even while life
is integrating along some lines, that same life may be disintegrating along some line that may crush it.
III. Nature tends to final permanence of character. F1or
application of this thought read Rev. 22:il. Here, through
warnings, the angel of God pronounced judgment on the souls
of men. From this reading then we learn that our life is
what we choose to make it.
One of the terrible characteristics of sin is that it hardens
the heart. Jesus once said of the Jews that their eyes were
blinded that they could not see, their ears deafened that they
could not hear, and their hearts were hardened that they
could not understand- (Matt. 13:15). They had closed every
avenue by which Jesus might have reached them. ' Have we?
Everyone of us is tending toward final permanence of char:
acter. What shall yours and. mine be like? "The grooves, the
lines and the marks that we are constantly making on our
spiritual nature constitute our character, and these characters
are all we shall take into the next world with us." Therefore,
let us remember that character is setting its seal upon us

,
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each minute of every day, and that we are expressing in our
characters every day the law that, "The wages of sin is
death."

Old Preachers Don't Die,.
They Just Fade Away
J. Porter Wilhite
From my childhood days I have watched preachers come
into prominence and fade away hecause of age. I-t has caused
me to wonder if the church of our Lord is doing its daty toward
the old true and tried men, who have given of their time,
energy, and means to help humanity, then be forced into a
poor house, Old Age Assistance, or on their children, grandchildren, or on some one who cares less for them than either
of tJle above. This has been a problem to me, and I am now
asking others to help me solve it scripturally . .
It might be remembered they have no Social Security, and
as a rule they; were not permitted to accumulate anything fo r
their old age, because' they were not paid more than a bare
living, and many were not paid that weH. Of .course in these
days they are all paid much more than when I began to take
cognizance of these conditions, yet there are many old preachers who are not getting the calls they once did. You may-ask
why do they not go preach any way? No doubt m~ny of
them do, as· they are permitted, but at that they are not paid
much, because they have to go where others refuse to go.
In other words they can only preach where the younger men
cannot get to, or where th-ey refuse to ·go because of the
financial condition of said congregation, or community. '
I am going to. venture a way of settling this all important
ma..tter. If any reader finds a scriptural fault to it, please
let me hear it, or if any one wishes to endorse it, I · will also
appreciate hearing about it. Here it is: We have many con..
gregations well able to 'support forei•gn mission work, whicl'!
is deserving. I am for it. They also hire singers, as well as.
assistant preachers, some of whom are just out of college
and who have had no, or very ~ttle experience in _such work.
Neither am I condemning that work. It is a work that must
go on. The young men need encouragement, and I am for
it. But many places need just such a man as some of our
faithful men who have been "laid on the· shelf," so to speak,
for no other reason, only that they are -getting old. They
can't help getting old. N.o doubt they hate it more than you
do, but maybe for a different reason. They hate to know
they are getting to where they cannot do as much for the
Lord a.s they once did, or that they have lost their ability to
do the work, as a local preacher, they once did. They think
of Paul's experience recorded in Galatians 4, where as he says
there was a time when they would have "'plucked out your
own eyes, and have given them to me." So he asks, "Where
is then the blessedness ye spake of?" Such things reach
the very heart of that · faithful old preacher and his devoted
wife. What are we to do about it? I say each one, if able
and deserving, should be taken up by some of the churches,
pay them a living wage, so they w~1l be independent of others,
or of charity, have them teach a lesson or two a week, because
their experience and ability is worth much. Let them fill
tion Publlshing._.House, Austin, Texas, G. H. P. Showalter, Eldit{)r.
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the pulpit when the regular preacher is out in meetings, thus
save tke natural slump that comes under such times. Lethim and his wife do local work. They can do much visiting,
_teaching in homes and elsewhere, such as hospitals, etc. In
fact, while still active, as some of the leading preachers with
whom I have discussed this say, a young flluent speaker many
times would give any thing to sit down with one of experience
and take counsel. Brethren, it is surely a good work, very
deservin~, and will be hailed as a happy day to many old
preachers.
Young man, 'tis fine to preach the word.
The gospel ·is the power of God.
I'm thankful that I started young
T--o preach till laid beneath the sod;
But this one thing please bear in mind: ·
The road is r1:1gged, hard to climb.
You'll be in want and tal)ked about
Until you reach the shore sublime.
Yet many joys will come your way,
If true and faithful you should be.
The gospel preacher's happy here
As on he goes with conscience free.
He may riot have much gold or land,
As to this life his body clings,
But he'll rejoice exceeding much,
When to the Lord his sheaves he brings.
The persecution he'll endm:e
Prepares him for a better life,
And there with all the, saved and blest,
Be free ·from all this worldly strife;
And all the while preparing for
The · summons from eternal day.
Old preachers never die you know,
The poor old things just fade away!
6717 Lyons Ave., Houston 20, Texas.

A Lesson On Forgiveness
Claude B. Holcomb
"If thy brother trespass against thee, · rebuke him; and
if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again
to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him" (Luke 17:
3, 4).

"Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall
my brother sin against me, and I forgive .h im? till se~en
times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until
.s even times: but, Until seventy times seven" (Matt. 18:21,
22).
Forgiveness originated in the mind of God. The embodiment of all that pertains ~o grace and mercy is found in his
• provision for the forgiveness of sin. The conditions of pardon
set forth in the New Testament make forgiveness consistent
with divine justice. One of those conditions is our willingness to forgive those who sin against us (Matt. 6:15).
The passages 'cited above show that there is .to be no limit
to the number of times we forgive one who repents and seeks
forgiveness. It is a common human fault to say, "I will forgive him this time, but if it happens again, I'm through!"
This is not the Christian attitude. Jesus said we are to forgive "seventy times seven," which is figurative language
denoting an unlimited number ·of times. The spirit of forgiveness i:a the heart of the true Christian has no limit
nor terminating point. It is an attitude woven into the texture of his mind that is ready and anxious to forgive any offender who repents of his wrong doing.

When God forgives, he treats the one pardoned as though
he had never done any wrong (He b. 10: 17). He expects the
same of us. In fact, this is t'h e only way in which we can
truly forgive. A woman was heard to say, "Very well, I forgive her, _but I never want to have anything more to do with
her." Is this the way you wan-t God to deal with you? Suppose he did!
"How oft shall thou forgive thy brother?
- That depends:
How often has thy Lord forgiven thee?
T9 debt was great; it could not greater be,
And yet thou art forgiven and set free!"

Teachers Wanted- $250,000 Worth
Levittown,' Pennsylvania, one of the best opportunites for
the church in the entire Northeastern United States, needs
public school teacher.s. This community of 70,000 which \as
sprung up in two years' time has had a painful school problem. All school systems in the area are crying . for teachers
of any level or kind. Teacher salary budgets have increased
$25!),000 for this year. We have names of superinteJldents
and principals available. The church needs teachers who will
move to Levittown, take positions in tbe school system and
help the church grow. So far, there is no more than a nucleus
of Christians living there, but a fUll-time evangelist will
arrive in July o ' begin work, and plans are under way to
build a strong congregation there. If you are a Christian
teacher and interested in such an opportunity, write us for
further details. Salaries start at $3,000. Full particulars are
available. Write in care of: Church of Christ, Box 5486, Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania.
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Try Expository Preaching (No. 1)
A. H. Kennamer, Midland, Texas
Of all who· have given expository preaching a genuine trial
there seems to be no contrary voice as· to its merits. No
group of preachers have ever been more noted for their
"scriptural preachin g" th an preachers of the church of
Christ. Elxpository preaching, therefore, could not be more
useful to any than to us. Knott speaks without reservation
as to what expository preaching will do for the preacher when
he says, "there need be no hesitation whatever in saying that
a good expository development of his sermons will make each
man the grea test success it is poss ible for him to be in his
_pulpit work. This is not an exaggeration; it is the calm,
:reflective judgment of every specialist in preaching, and, so
l ar as the writer knows·, ther e is no voice to the contrary."
1t is said that Bro. Moses E. Lard, one of the most brilliant pre!tchers· of the Restoration Movement, whose genius
is reflected in his commentary on Romans, u sed to say,
preachers should get full of their subject an.d then tell the
-people about it. Such is an expository approach. Cert'linly
the preacher who thus prepares himself to nurture the souls
of his auditors will not be depending upon some fantastic
theme to captivate the attention, some unique arrangement

Majestic Hymnal
1. This Hymnal has been published at a time most opportune among the churches.

2. This call for a new song book is emphasized in the
fact that so many thousands of persons have 1>een added to
the churches of Christ and that so many new congregations
have been established during the recent years.
3. The . older hymn
not all of them have
and contain too many
too small to provide a
all occasions.

books have been used a long time and
been satisfactory. Some are too large
songs that are never used; others are
oofficient variety of singable songs for

4. In recent years far too few new songs have appeared.
Among the chul'ches of Christ there are many capable song
writers whose compositions have received too little notice.
Some of our younger composers have supplied some material
and "Majestic Hymnal" is publ,ishing a large number of new
songs. These will satisfy a demand of many churches and
will be a merited recognition of the efforts of several young
song leaders and writers.

Cans· for new songs for special <h·ills have too long
unnoticed. Young peoJ>le especially have been anxious
for tbis new feature.
5.

\'loassed

6. This bool;: provides an exceptionally large number of
inv itation songs, fun eral hymns, and for other special occasions.

'"c

a

7.
request that you send for sample copy immediately so as to see the fii·st edition. Price : Leatherette, 80 cents;
Full Cloth Boards, $1.00. Add 10_ cents for postage and
· packing.

f.IRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box J 7, Austin 61, Texas
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or peculiarity of elocution to hold the interest. Rather, his
confidence will be vested in his oeing able to divest himself
of the Word with which he has burdened his heart and which
he knows is food for perishing souls.
The preacher is fuTther benefited by expository preaching
in that he is led into a new method of study. He no longer
is huntin_g for an appropriate subject and then hopes to find
enough material to expand it sufficiently (usually 30 minutes) between the introduction and the conclusion to be called
a sermon. R ather, when he expounds on a consecutive portion of Scripture he is unfolding God's Word contexturallythe setting in which it was cast by the Holy Spirit. Continuity of thought a nd meaning is maintained . . Groups of
parables at times can be centered around some question or
some incident that called them forth, as the parables of Luke
15 are called forth by the incident mentioned in verse 2.
One then does not have to develop his sermon around what
may be possible •m eanings of texts, or around platitudes that
can be derived therefrom but around the exact truth they
were intended to convey. Such imaginary applications as
may characterize some of our preaching is eliminated and
what God intended for his message is gjv,en instead.
Are you insulted because someone stigmatizes vou as a
"narrow preacher?" Ie by "narrow" they mean one who
knows but few sermons along the most common· topics, then
it should be accepted as a stigma of which we can be justly
ashamed. But, if by "narrow" is meant, he does not depart
from the Bible in preaching, then glory in it. Higher theological training seems to emphasize knowledge about the Bible,
rather than knowl edge of the Bible itself. Because some
denominational preach~>r-has attained great success .by his
psychological treatment of all scripture, his perverting prayer
by making it a substitute for obedience or by using it as a
psychological approach to da~ly problems, let us not think
we must imitate them. Such men are highly . acclaimed but
they rarely if ever lead men to · gospel obedience. and real
salvation. The power remains in the gospel and it reachi!S
the sinner through obedience.
Lecturettes, se rm onettes on passing events, glib utterances
about the social aspect of the gospel don't satisfy the hungry
soul that is sincerely seeking the truth. Perhaps this is one
reason why so many reject the husks of denominaticnalism
for gospel teaching.
Perhaps every preacher welcomes the multitude of books
of sermons that come from the press, and this welcome is
expressed in the good sales that they enjoy. In many cases
preachers are hunting for "new ideas," "a new dress for an
old sermon" (he can preach it again in the same place then),
or for something the brethren haven't heard. Th ey serve
their purpose. In many cases they give another the profit
of one's intensive s tudy. They save much time in preparation.
But, with few exceptions, these are all sermons of
the topical type. There have been but a few that expounded
some book. -This field is still unworked.
The books of
Acts and First and Seco nd Corinthians are about the only
ones that have b een so treated.
Dean Brown of the · Yale Divinity School says, that after
spending one or two hours of daily intensive study of individual books of the Bible, after four months he never spent
fifteen minutes hunting for a text.
Every preacher experiences a- need' for a certain type of
sermon where he preaches, as for instance, periodic sermons
on "giving." At first one might think, if h e is prea<!hing
regularly on a consecutive portion of Scripture, he might not
be abl e to fit in the "needed" sermons at· the ~i g ht time.
Recently, when iii a series of expository sermons , a need for
a sermon on "giving" was evident. Furthermore, it was
more appropriate on a certain Lord's Day. A portion of
several chapters had bee n assigned the congregation for
reading with the promise that the sermons would come from
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that portion. In somewhat overlooking the general teaching
of that portion and in looking for lessons relative to the
desired subject, material was found for THREE sermons
· from the assigned portion. If it is true, as has been claimed,
that one out of six verses in the New Testament is related
to "giving" we need never fear finding material at the
right time for such a sermon. Most of the other "needed"
sermons will likewise come in due time.
Usually when· a preacher preaches on giving, the c·o ngregation at once decides that they are being worked for more
money. or they are being sold on another "pr.ogram" of work
that requires more money.
Such lessons are related to
current needs of the church, which within themselves may
furnish a good incentive for giving. But, if such a lesson
comes naturally from an exposition of the Scriptures, one
can't help but see that God is addressing his soul about this
duty. The preacher is not to blame for it.
If the portion of Scripture from which the exp@sition is
to come . has been assigned to the congregation, and, if they
have read it, they are better prepared for any message it
contains. A small amount of . seed on soil that has been
prepared brings a more abundant harvest than scattering
seed profusely over large areas of hard soil.
Shall we list a number of advantages to the preacher in expository preaching:
1. He is never -lacking in material for sermons. The Bible is his sermon outline book. Every time he covers a book
he finds new sermons. While you preach a series, try listing
additional sermons that could come from the same source.
It is amazing!
2. It prevents a preacher from getting in a groove or rut.
It also prevents him !rom riding a hobby. Such a wide variety of lessons come rushing to his mind in his study and
he is attracted away from his "pet" subjects.
3. His sermons are perennially fresh. There is no substitute for intensive study .in expository preaching.
4. As someone has remarked, there are always two in
the pulpit: the impassioned preacher and the living Christ
(Matt. 28:19) .
•
5. His spirit is true. When his simple motive is to impart a knowledge of God's word, he then is accomplishing
his God-given duty. The mere selection of an expository sermon is not a guarantee of a pure motive but is conducive to
it.
6. One will soon learn in preparing expository sermons
that he needs to develop ·a keen exegetical or analytical mind,
to condition himself to get into the spirit of the writer, and
express with conviction and enthusiasm the applicl!-tion. These
are the qualities necessary to ~ucce_ss as outlined by Harold
Knott. Preach the living word!

Conversions ·Of Today (No. 1)
"A BLIND COUPLE SEES"

Claude A. Guild
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Aycock have worked for the ·Light House
:for the Blind many years. They are almost completely blind.
She has done counteiwork in the downtown post office, a,lso
other public buildings. He has beim a broom salesman.
They boarded the city bus in Fort Worth one day. The bus
driver, Brother Herman Knowles, is vigilant in his propaga~ tion of the gospel.
He would carry tracts in his pocket and
give them to passengers on his bus. When the Aycocks received their tra.Cts, they read them with great interest; both
.had association in the Baptist Church.
Next, Brother Knowles invited them to hear our local broadcast, KCUL, 1540, 8:00 to 8:30a.m., Sundays. In a few months,
they came to the meeting house and at the c<>nclusiori <>f the
first service, made the good confession and were baptized into
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Christ. Truly, their conversion is a fulfillment of the prophecy
by Isaiah 9:2, "The people that walked in darkness have seen
a great · light: they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of
death, upon them hath the light shined."
Sister Aycock's letter speaks for itself as to her conviction
in the truth and for New Testament Christianity. This letter
was prepared without any prompting, purely from her own
study in the scriptures. It is addressed to the preacher of the.
church she had formerly attended.

* * *
Dear Sir:
Through a careful study of God's word, I have learned that
a ll spiritual blessings are in Christ, · ;md in vrder for one to
1·eceive these blessings, he must put on Christ. This is done
through baptism (Gal. 3: 2 7). Therefore, to be affiliated with
a group who teach contrary to this is a dangerous· thing, ana
one cannot hope to receive such spiritual blessing.
·
A person who has become a chiqd of God, through obeying
t he pattern God has laid down in his word, and then, joining
himself to a group who would accept part of this pattern, which
contains faith (Reb. 11:6); r epentance (Acts 17:30 and Luke
13:3); confession (Romans 10:10), and baptism (Mark 16:16,
Acts 2:38 1 Peter 3 :21, Gal. 3 :27), and does not a ccept and
teach all, has committed spiri-tual adultery.
Such ha·s been my case, and therefore, in order for me to be
a ccepted by Christ and the church which he purchased with
his own blood (Acts 20:28), I must sever my connection with
such as cannot even so much as find their name anywhere
in God's 'word. I can nowhere find the name of the ·Baptist
church written in the Bible. Search though you may fr"Om Genesis 1 through Revelation 22:21, it just isn't there: Christ
has only ONE body (Eph. 4:4-6), and he is file saviour of
that body, which is the church (Eph. 5:23).
You plead with people to make a choice for Chris~ a nd you
teach everyone may choose his own church, never giving a
thought at all to. the fact that there is only one church and
that church wa·s Christ's choice. Therefore, to teach that one
ln.ay join the church of his choice is to utterl:y reject Christ's
own word, when he said he would build his church (Matt. 16:
1&).
To teach that baptism is not essential to salvation iS' to
reject Christ also, because Mark 16:16 says, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;" Acts 22:16 says "to
be baptized to wash away thy sins."
To believe these things-that baptism is not essential to
salvation, that there is more than one church, and that salvation is by faith only-is a very dangerous thing, but to . lead
innocent souls in this way is a 'more dangerous thing.
Would you please give carefuq: and prayerful attention to
these things and change your way of teaching to Christ's way
of teaching ?
Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) Mrs. Frances: Aycock
P. S. : Please t ake my name off of the membership roll there.

----------,0----------

The Located Preacher (No. 2)
J. w. Roberts
In a former article I offered some comments on the position
taken by B-rother Leroy Garrett in his paper, Bible Talk on
the scripturalness of a preacher's staying in one place and
working with a church as a regular minister. In this article,
I would like to notice a few things of a practical nature concerning this . matter .
Brother Garrett's position is that the preacher should "go
abo ut preaching" and let the elders "stay at home and teach
the congregation."
The work the located preacher does
"to the cbm.Ch is teaching (or should be) and it is the work
that God bas given the elders. Evangelistic work is pri-
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marily among the lost" (Bible Talk, February, 1953, p. 69).
Now where is the scripture which says that the "work of
teaching is the work which God has given to the elders".?
Where is the scriptu re which teaches that the teaching of the
church is exclusively or even mainly the duty of the elders
of the church? Let us examine this point.
Brother Garrett admits (as we have shown) that Paul taught
in the churches (1 Cor. 4:17). I have shown that Timothy's
work as an evangelist with · the church at Ephesus was to
~·•teach" and set fortll duties "to the brethren" ( 1 Tim. 4:
O£ ) and to show men how to behave in the house of God, the
ltC hurch (1 Tim. 3:15) . At Antioch, Paul and Barnabas "gathoered together with the -c hurch" for a whole year and "taught
much people" (Acts 11:26). Many other Scriptures co uld be
given to show that preachers of the New T es tament churches
taught churches as well as groups of alien· sinners and that
they taught churches which were sup'plied with elders.
"The elders are to be 'apt to teach .' " This is true, but
· what does this word mean? Brother McGarvey once wrote:
'' 'Apt to teach'-This expression is the ~;endering of
the single -Greek word didaktikos. This word is difficult
to rend;;: for want of an English equivalent. If we had
a correlative of the word 'teachable.' to represent the
disposition of the teacher, as this word does that of the
person willing to be taught, it would render ilidaktikos
with precision . In the absence of it, our translators have
done the best they could by using the ola adjective
apt with the infinitive .to teach. It do es not mean skill·
ful in teaching, as some seem to unders tand it; but the
readiness, promptness, will ingness to teach.
This is
made clear by .the context in the only other occurrence
of th e word in the New Testament, 2 Cor. 2:24, 'The
Lord's servant must not strive, but be gentle towards
all, apt to teach . . ·_. Here it expresses a disposition
which is to be maintained toward opponents; and it requires Timothy, in contradistinction from strife, to be
ready to teach. It wou1d of course, be vain to require
a man to be ready to teach, if ' he were not able to teach.
Consequently, while the idea of capability is not expressed in the word, it is implied" (Missouri ChiJ.•istia.n
Lectures, 1899, p. ,1 93).
My point in quoting this extract is to show that the word
didaktikos lays down the qualification of a readiness to teach,
but does not necessarily imply that this is the main work ·o f
an elder or that teaching is his exclusive work.
Paul told the elders at Ephesus they were to "feed the
flock" (Acts 20:28) . This verb here is poi.maino, which means
to "act as a shepherd." A glance at a Greek lexicon will
show that the main idea 1n the verb is not that of "feeding,"
and Paul's instruction here consequently does not make
teaching the main work of the elders. Again may I quote
'from a sermon by Brother McGarvey on· the work of elders:
" 'Act as shepherds'-The chief duty of the shepherd,
as known to the Jews, was not- to feed his flock; for
they lived almost entirely by grazing. Our translators
made a serious mistake, when instead of rend ering
poimaino, be shepherd, they rendered it feed the f)ock.
- . . It would ·have been far nearer the truth to have
rendered it rule the flock, as it is so rendered in Rev.
'2 :27; 12:5; 19:15 (an allusion to the rod with which
the shepherds controlled their flocks , and their representation of this rod as a rod of iron compels us to
understand the leading term in i.ts severer sense alone).
"This fault in our translation has not only obscured
the office of the shepherds, but has propagated the idea
which led the translators to adopt it, so that the feeding the flock by religious teaching is very generally
supposed to be the chief duty of th e elder's office. The
result has been that elders have been appreciated ac-

'
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cording to their aptness to teach and have striven to
acquit themselves well in this respect to the almost total
neglect of the discipline of the congregation" (Lard's
Quarterly, Vol II, p. 315).
In 1 Tim. 5:17, Paul shows that some elders taught publicly and some did not. He specifically taught that those
who did so " labor in words an d teaching" should be paid
for their labors. It is the rulin'g, the a dmonishing, the shepherding, the overseeing of the congregation which is the
main work of the e lders; this is shown both by the definition of the words used to describe their position and by
the wor,ds used to describe their work. The bishop i-s to be
able to exhort in the sound doctrine and convict the gainsayer (Titus . l: 9). But no scripture indicates · that this is
his main work, or that the church is wholly dependent upon
the elders for the work of edification.
Thus I think Brother Garrett's basic assumption that "the
work of teaching is the work that God has given to the elders" is unproved and unprovable from the New Testament.
The epistles ·of Titus and Timothy lay every duty upon the
preacher that is laid upon the elder of a congregation, with
the exception that the minister is nowhere given the authority to rule and oversee the congregation. It ts my contention
that the example of Timothy proves that in the duty of
teaching the congregatfon the elder and the preacher have
parallel responsibilities, and if any pre-eminence is to be discerned it is to be given to the preacher inasmuch as this is
his main forte. Under such circumstances tlfe preacher is
not a pastor or elder, unless he qualifies as an elder and the
congregation should so select him. The preacher is still under
the elders and must not rebuke them.
Brother Garrett thinks the "good old days" were the best.
I doubt this. 'He says, "In earlier days preachers actually
did evangelistic work and churches edified themselves. And
that is when we made our greatest growth . . • Then it was
the old Jerusalem gospel · preached under a bru~h . arbor, in a
school building, a home, or a simple meeting house. In those
days, brethren knew something" ( p. 7 9).
But this also may be . wistful thinking. Does he mean the
practicfi of a preacher preaching a series of sermons under a
brush arbor, baptizing a group of hearers, appointing some
elders over them, and going off to leave them to meet once
a week, or sporadically, until he returns for the next "protracted meeting" the next year produced , a more informed
group of disciples than our present churches with their full
week of classes under qualified supervision and adequate
teaching and preaching produce? Who believes it? Let him
prove it by ob-s erving the country congr egations which still
maintain such a program of :work. Let him prove it by the
remnants of tlle congregations in some parts of the nation
who still believe in the "mutual edification" theory, which
is essentially what his contention amounts to. It is my opinion
that the church has developed more preachers, and is doing
more mission work under its present system than, it did in
the "good old days."
In closing may I _quote once again from McGarvey:
"On a , moment's reflection it is easy to see that such
an arrangement (as ltlie preacher ·working under an eldership, JWR) as this is wise at times, if not even a
necessity. Any church, with even a _good and efficient
eldership, is liable to have enemies in its vicinity too
strong for its elders; it is liable in the vicissitudes of
its career to have less efficient elders at one time than
another; it is likely to have in reach of its ministrations a large nymber ·of the ungodly who can be won
to Christ more easily ' by powerful preaching than by
the teaching of its elders; and for any or all of these
reasons, it may scripturally have in addition to the
work of its elders that of an evangeliBt. Even a young
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evangelist, with neither the experience nor the age required for the eldership, may do an excellent work under such circumstances; but let it be borne in mind
that he does not, by such labor, become a pastor or
shepherd of the flock. fle is still an evangelist; he is
one of the flock; and the pastors have rule over him.
Such was the case of Timothy at Ephesus" (Missouri
Christian Lectures, 1899, p. 200).
If Brother Garrett will use his paper to combat professionalism and to condemn an usurpation of rulersbip and oversight on the part of the local preacher, we will wish him Godspeed in his work. But at · present he is doing an injustice
to his brethren and denying the plain teaching of God's
word.

Studies In Galatians (No. 14)
R. C. Bell, Abilene, Texas
"Not having a righteousness of mine own, even that which
is of the law, but . . . the righteousness which is from God
by faith" (Phil. 3 : 9). This half verse, written by Paul a
few years later than Galatians, is a. distillrnent of Galatians.
Had Paul possessed legal righteousness, it would have been
his own because he had earned it as a deserved wage for his
perfect law-keeping. Instead, ·whEm he believed on Christ
he received gospel righteousness from God as a gift.
"Ye are sever ed from Christ, ye that would be justified
by the law .. ; for we through the Spirit by faith wait for
the hope of righteousness." Note . the contrast between legalists and Christians. Christians being already clothed in
Christ's righteousness do not wait for righteousness itself,
but for its fu lfillment, "the crown of righteousness," after
earth-life. While they wait, their hope and "faith working
through love" fill their lives with patient, joyous work. By
grace, through faith, in love, unto crowned hope. Inasmuch
as .Christians find in Christ every need for life, death, and
beyond richly supplied, legalists who desert him for a "weak
and beggarly" religion of the flesh are foolish indeed.
If Paul doubted the Galatians, he found hop~ for them in
Christ and wrote: "I have confidence to you-ward in the
Lord" 'that you will not fall away into the entanglements of
legalism . He did not judge indiscriminately, but distinguished between the lea·d ers and the led. Out of tender,
fatherly love for the Galati-ans, he spared not the troublemakers, wished they would sever themselves from the church,
and .warned that they could not escape the judgment of God.
It is evident (v. 11) that these "evil workers," wilfully
forgetting that Paul refu.sed to circum~ise Titus because to
do -so would have compromised essential Christian doctrine,
took his circumcising Timothy when only expediency and
Christian liberty were involved, and twisted it into the malicio us, damaging lie that he was an unprincipled man, who
preached circumcision when it suited his purpose to do so.
Behold, religious partianship, prejudice, and bigotry at work!
Men Are Tri1me Beings
The natural man has a fleshly nature and a spiritual nature
living within his body. When he experiences the spiritual
birth, the Holy Spirit so identifies himself with and so indwells the man's spirit that a new order of life, the Christian life, which eventuates in eternal life, comes int'O being.
Instead of this _spiritual life extirpating "the mind of the
flesh,"' which "is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can it be'" (Rom. 8:7), the two live in perpetual strife
within the man until his death. At the resurrection when
Christ comes, a Christian's body, which was "sown a natural
body, and "is raised a spiritual body" (1 Cor. 15:44), shall
be. his I again to live in forever. Wholly spiritual then, "spirit
f:lond soul and body" ( 1 Thes. 5: 2 3), he is forever free from

strife.
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During this struggle between flesh and spirit throughout
the Christian's life on earth, the arrogant flesh is only counterworked and kept in subjection, never eradicated. "Th~t
which is born of the flesh is flesh" (John 3:6); it ·rem_ains
flesh in a regenerate man, and cannot become humble and
spiritual. The best a Christian is promised, before death
and resurrection deliver him from his fallen fleshly nature,
is that sin shall not dominate him, and reign over him. (See
Rom. 6:12-14). A Christian is still pursued, but no longer
ruled, oy Adam's sin.
This world-old conflict heads up in God and Satan, who
are deadly, personal enemies. God works through the spirit,
and Satan through the flesh of men, "created h~lf to · rise,
and half to fall." With the passing of time, Christians
should increasingly become less sinful, carnal .and worldly,
and more saintly, spiritual and other-wordly.
(On this
background, Galatians 5: 12-2 6 may mean more to us.)
"A New Conunand.Jnent"
"For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use not
your freedom for an occasion to the flesh, but thrpugh love
be servants to one another" (Gal. 5:13). Satan is m-an's
, resourceful, stubborn wily foe. One strategem he uses
trick Christians into the indulgence of their flesh is to prompt
them to reason: "Where sin abounded, grace did aboun.r.l
. more exceedingly"; therefore let us "continue i n sin that
grace may abound" (Rom. 5: 2 0; 6: 1). Paul calls such aS' ·
this "Turning the grace of God into Lasciviousness."

But Christian liberty may be abused in many other ways.
Satan was beguiling the Galatians into making their free d om
a pretext for uncharitable treatment of their brethren. Apparently; they thought they were as free from moral law as
from Mosiac ritualism, and had license to be lawless. P.aul
tells them to serve one another in Christian love, and they
will discover: "That the whole law is fulfilled in one word,
even in this; Thou shalt love thyneighbor as thyself"; that
God has perfected a way of making men, without their becoming legalists, lawful. As the character of Christ proves,
law itself and love are not incompatible; Pharisaic legalism,
not law, is what contradicts gospel grace, truth, and love . .
Codifi€d law is not necessary . for Christians, because their
"faith working through love" leads them into doing even
more than codes can specify. A servant under law, after
meeting all requirements, may be off duty for a time; but a
servant und€r love, being unable to do all he wants to do,
can never find a stopping place. A Christian often sins more
than he pleases, but he never can love and work enough to
please himself. His creed is: "Since I am at best only an
unprofitable servant, I must ever be going onward, out~ard,
upward, and beyond." Only this attitude can account for
the incomparable lawfulness, labor, love, suffering, and success of the author of Galatians. To human merit and all
other forms of "confidence. in the flesh," Christian love Is
as dangerous as an atom bomb is to a city.

•

Just before he went to the cross, Christ said to his apostles:
"A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love on e another; even as I have loved you . . . By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples" (John 13:34, 5). In giving
the prime and pivotal place in his coming kingdom to love,
he _was launching a strange, new religion that would distill the Mosaic law into an eleventh commandment, so to
speak, and create an immeasurably better social order than
any order built on 'law could ever be. A wonderful King
this, who loves men, without their being sensible of law,
restraint, and 'duty, into lawful living plus! Verily, a strange,
new religion then, and alack -a strange, new religion yet.
"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowl:edge of God! how' unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past tracing out!"
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EDITORIAL

G. H. P. SHOWALTER, &dJtel'

THE SPIRIT OF RIVALRY
Those who serve .God in .the spirit of rivalry fall
_far short of what God requires. "Nothing should be
done in a factious spirit or from vanity" (Phil. 2:3,
20th C. N. T.). It is not infrequent that those who
are making effort to raise large sums of money for
religious purposes ap;~al to ignoble motives in those
whom they · would influence to liberality in that line.
Persons are persuaded to give much in or<J.er to excel
others. When a man makes a large donation, his name
is heralded abroad and the amount he has given is
made known in order to stimulate others to competition. It is well to have· a friendly interest in what
"ethers are doing, but the controlling purpose of the
·heart must rise to a more exalted vie:w. We must not
. give merely because others are liberal, but because of
the worthiness of that which we endeavor to sustain,
the worth of souls, and the good pleasure of our God.
But men do sometimes become rivals ·in the church
of the living God. When the spirit of faction and rivalry obtains, there is little hope for the prevalence of
the good Spirit of God. This is the real cause of the
decadence of zeal, piety and di.vine growth in many
of the churches. Moreover,_ it is not always apparent
·t hat such a. spirit prevails for its exercise is silent,
and thus the baneful work of ruin is effected before
the members are fully aware of it, or of its cause.
Beware of church leaders who pout and pull away
and fail to meet because they are not_ "honored" as
they suppose they ought to be. A good ~oldier must

Report Of The Work At Northside - Austin
H. I. Taylor
It has been my pleasure to be associated with the following
churches in meetings thus far this year: Fredericksbu:og,
!Rockdale, McAllen, Secon,d A venue, Dallas, Strickland Grove,
and the church for the Deaf in Austin. All of these churches
are in Texas. There were about thirty baptisms. I am to
be in West Memphis June 1, Llano, Elgin, Brashear, Cumby,
Kerrville this summer.
·
The work here at Northside is growing right along. We
have had fourteen baptisms, four restomtions, and twentythree to place membership thus far this year. About fifty
to seventy-five members from here have gone to the new
congregation, Brentwood, and are doing' a good work. Brentwood is destined to be a very fine congregation. Brother
Leathel Roberts is preaching there and is liked by all.
On May 20, 1953, ground was broken for our new auditorium
and addition to the Bible Class Building. The auditorium will
Seat between 900 and 1,000. We are meeting in the auditorium of the Baker School, 39th and Guadalupe, while the
building is under construction. This is just three blocks south
of the present location. When you are in Austin we invite
you to worship with us.
We are continuing with a daily radio program over KTBC,
590 kc, Aastin. The time of broadeast is 6:45 a.m. Monday

be willing to endure hardness even if not sufficiently
honored by those whos~ spiritual interests he seeks.
If he must be p·a tted and petted and boosted by men,
in order to keep him in the service of God it is manifest that the adMlations of men weigh more with him
than the approval of God. Such characters are selfish.
They· desire prominence and preferment above the
Lord whose we are and whom-we serve. The damage
wrought by such men can hardly be expressed in
words. They will work in and for churches, for years,
and leave them in a condition far worse than when
they began, unless there are other powerful counteracting influences that impel the members on in
righteousness and the fear of God. They usually cornplain much because the church has done and is doing so little for them. They become jealous if another
brother succeeds where they have failed, and all the
malicious influences of back-biting are turned loose.
Sinful thoughts and hasty w.ords aild gOdless deeds
follow in quick succession. Love is dethroned; hatred
reigns; God's · name is reproached; the church becomes a by-word; saints bow their heads in shame
while demons rejoice and unbelievers stalk boldly
forth to soothe a troubled conscience and urge their
deceptive doctrine on the strength of another "failure" of religion. The only acceptable worship is that
which is impelled by an abiding faith in God, a love
of truth, and a profound respect for divine revelation. We should go to the place where the divine service is held and love to do so because God requires it.
This is sufficient reason with those who are strong in
faith and pure in hea:rt.
through Friday and 7:15· a.m. on the Lord's day. We inVite
you to listen. May the Lord help us to be truly grateful for_
his blessings and to be careful to asciibe · all the glory to his
precious name.

More Than ·Fifty Years Ago
G. W. Austin

When I turned the front page of the Firm Foundation
of the 14th, there was my old classmate, "Charlie" Roberson, looking me in the eye, much the same in appearance
as he was more than fifty years ago. It was my good fortune
to be with him in the Georgia Roberson Christian College
from the spring of 1900 through the year ending June 2,
1902.
"Charlie," as he was familiarly known, was loved and respected by all who knew him. He was big-.hearted and sympathetic, always for the "underdog." I can nev~r forget his
taking my part, when some more favored by culture and material possessions, slurred my uncouth mien.
He was the most brilliant member of our class. If he had
an equal on the campus, the fact never came to my knowledge. In his classwork he was outstanding in Latin and Qr~k ,
and not excelled in any braneh of study. ·
In his passing, the church has suffered loss, as we11 as
society in general.
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CHURCH
OF

£HRIST,
TALLULAH,
LOUISIANA
,.

J. W. Howell

About th e year 1931, four members began
meeting In their homes, which was the beginning of the church of Christ in Tallulah,
Loui&iana. Soon they moved their meeting
place to the Court House and it was there
for some time. Th e work grew and they
next moved to the Book Club. After meding there for a time they began th e erectlon of a nice brick structure on the corn.er
of Elm and Oak Streets , which was com-

pletcd in 19 43. Now, in th e year 195 3 th ey
have a n ew Bible School Annex. This n ew
building has app r oximately the floor space
of the first on e , and a dds much beauty and
a ppearance to the whole s.etting. This new
addition is mod ern thr oug·hout; the hallway
was built for about $3,800.00. vVe did most
of the work ourselves. On January 2, 19 53,
the founaation was poured, and on May .3,
1953, the opening d ay was held. Our en tire

Brother Walter M. Mann
L. ,V. Mayo
Brother W. M. Mann was born June 22, 1879, at Bethany,
Texas. He obeyed the gospel in 1908 being converted by
Brother Sheldon. Soon after he obeyed the gospel he was
brought to realize the necessity of preaching the word, so
he began to study to prepare himself to preach. This he
began to do in 1911. His_ work as a Jlreacher began in Van
Zandt County, Texas, preaching monthly at such places as
Hanley, Newark, and Keeder. He received much of his help
at the first from such men as A. W. Young, W . P. Richardson, ·Joe S. Warlick and others.
In August, 1915, he was married to Mary Ellen Palm at
Wetumpka, Oklahoma. To this union were born six children.
Two girls died in infancy and one boy, Marcus, died at the
age of 15. Three daughters still live: Jan e B. Osborn, Nora
Ellen (Jacky) Murphy, and Dorothy Mae Mann. Brother Mann,
with the assistance of his good wife, instilled into these girls
such principles as to make them into such women that the
country does not afford any finer.
Brotl;l.er Mann did church work in the states of Oklahoma,
Texas, Louisiana and California. His work in California began at Portersville. Other places he labored in California
were Pixley, Bakersfield, Tulare, Hanford, Woodlake, McFarland, Santa Maria, and Corona. He also worked with the
Ontario Orphan Home.
Brother Mann was far · from the mercenary type. At least
seven-eighths of the tim e he earned his living elsewhere and
preached for small congregations enabling them to "get on
their feet~ · and go ahead with the work. He often worked as

. property is now valued at $15,000.00. This
a ddition is modern throughout; the hallwa$
is finished In natural color, with white trtm
work a nd pastel walls in four of the classr ooms, and two rooms finished in natural
co lor. Beautiful hardwood floors throughout. Two rest rooms In natural color, and
a drinking fount. The future of the church
h e re looks brighter, ang we thank God that
he has so abundantly blessed us.

a carpenter, s old insm·ance, worked as a ginner, sold stock
and taught school four years. Those whom he h~lped will
ne'l'er forget him.
To this writer Brother Mann was niore help than could
be exp ressed. We worked together in meetings, debates, and
in local work : His conversation was predominantly about the
church. His mouth knew no guile. His wisdom. and advice
was always useful and good. I~ is hard to imagine a closer
friendship than we had.
Brother Mann was untiring in his work until he suffered
a stroke on January 8, 1950, at Woodlake, California. This
came on him as he was· preaching. From that time on he was
never too strong any more, though he did preach a few
times. The last places he preached were Woodlake, two sermons at Yosemite; Lindsay, Porterville, and Pixley. The last
year his health had been going down hill all the time. About
5:30 a.m., .January 14, he had another attack and passed
away at 6:50 p.m ., January 16.
.Funeral services were held in the church building at Porterville, where he had gone to church for the last four or
five years, with this writer preaching the funeral, assisted
by Brother Edward Brouellette. A. great host of friends from
miles around cam e to pay him the last tribute of respect.
H e is survived by his three daughters arready mentioned,
and his faithful wife, Sister Mann.
'.'A great man of Israel is fallen." He is gone but his woo:-k
lives on. One Of Brother Mann's favorite verses of scripture
was Psalm 116: 15: "Precious in the sight of the Lord i8
the death of his saints."
San Jose, Califor nia.
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John H . Gerrard, P. 0 . Box 735, Aurora,
Illinois, May 19: Our meeting closed last
Sunday nigh t with Jos eph H. Cox of Louisville, Kent ucky, doing very excellent :work
in preaching the gospel. Don Moy er of Blue
J~unes 0 . Wilburn, Box 11, Gruver, T exas,
Island, Illinois, directed the song service in
May 11: Two added yesterday at Goodwell, his u s ual able manner; seven were restored
Ol<lahoma. John Maples is doing~effective a nd one baptized. Vi sit u s at 529 Clark
work there in local evan geli s m. Our Bible _stre et, when coming our way.
I
school here at Gruver will be June 1-12.
B . B . H:udi..ng, 43'7 S. Thompson, Vinita,
Walter ·w. Lemnons, Junction, Texas, May Oklahoma, May 11:
Enjoying my second
13: A moth er and her daughter were bap- !abor here and having r e cord crowds for
tized Sunday, h e re at Tenth Street. The Bible study and morning and evening Sundaughter is the wife of the county treas- day se rvic es. Two baptisms, one restoraurer at Menard, Texas.
tion, and five identified in recent weeks.
F ellowshfp of congregations in Northeast
Leslie W. Grant, Menton e, Indiana, May Oklahoma :s splend id. L et's help to set many
11 : Four baptized at Mentone last week. free· in 1953. There are entirely too many
Some excellent teaching has been given by inactiv e and worldly members everywhere.
my predecesso rs. I begin a meeting in Toronto, Ontario, May 21.
Wnr<l Hoglund, 1900 Jenny Lind, Fort
Smith, Arkansas: The West Si<I;e church In
W. S. Wiley, 503 E. Huisach e , Kingsville, Corinth, Missi ss ippi, just .closed a meeting
Texas, May 11: T wo were baptized het·e in which I preached. Capacity crowds atyesterday. Good audiences at all services. tend ed th e night services Including eleven
We are. now suppo rting a native preacher gospel preachers from a three-state area.
in Italy, and have promised $500 toward a . Owen Freeman is doing good work in that
building In Pavda, Italy.
commun ity. The work here at Park Hill is
encouraging, especially since we moved Into
A. R. Holton, Nashvill e, Tennessee, May our new plant. Jim Cope of Tampa, Florida,
16:
Reservations are coming in for . Blue will preach in · our fall m eeti ng.
Ridge Camp Meeting at Blue Ridge, North
Carolina, July 18-24. Send reservations to
Forrest D . ltloyer, 1502 South 3rd, TucumJ. W. · Brents, Woodmont Blvd., Nashville, cari, New Mexico, May 14: I am now enT e nnessee.
gaged in a meeting in Alamogordo, New
Mexico, w hich will continue through May
Dan J. Ottinger, Box 214, Florence, Ala- 20. Rollie Rankin Is now the local preacher
bama; May 16: I was .at Rogersville, Ten- for the church here. The meetin--g In Spearnessee, April 28 to May 10-29 sermons. man, T exas, in which I nreached and Troy
One was baptized and two re~>tored at the Thurman direct ed sing·ing, closed May 3.
day services. Joe Poston is greatly loved Nine confessed wrongs, three were baptized
ther e- for his good work ..
and thr ee placed membership during the
meeting. H. Alton Wimbish is doing a fine
Claude B. Holcotnb, 633 W. Collin, Corsi - job as local preacher.
cana, Texas, May 11: Oscar Ellison of
Springfield, Missouri, h as just closed a very
Johnny Ricloter, Cleburne, Texas, May 11:
fine meeting with us here at Fifth Avenue; I have not reported in some time of the
six were baptized, two restored, and two work h ere at East Side, Cleburne. I have
iden tifled.
been here n ear ly five years and we have
A.. R. Holton, Nashville, T enn essee : Plan had over one response per Sunday during
a week of study and recr eat ion at Blue that time. We have averaged baptizing one
Ridge Camp Meeting, Blue ·Ridge, North every two Sundays. We built a preacher;s
h'ome and it Is paid for. The church seem.
Carolina (near .Asheville, North Carolina), to be stronger physically, morally, and spir July 18-24, in the heart of th e Great Smoky itu a lly.
We give · God all the praise and
Mourrtains. Write J. \V. Bre nts, YVoodmont
pray that he will forgive us for the things
Boulevard, Nashville, Tennessee.
we come short in .

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
"R.. A. Robins, Ash Flat, Arkansas, April
3: I am in position to a nsw'i)r calls for
meetings, or I would cons ider local work
w th e right kind.

Levoy Bivens, P. 0. Box 734, Gadsden, Alabama, May 11: Three baptisms yesterday.
People will respond if only we will do enough
praying an d teaching.
I. T. :IUurlin, Sweetwater, Texas: Three
were baptized at 4th and Elm Sunday. Our
vacation Bible school will begin June 1.
Our work is making fine progress.

T. D. Boston, Sr., Box 487, Gilmer, Texas:
Two were baptized into Christ during a
meeting conducted by Brother Louis A.
Nowlin of Boles Home Church of Christ.
We feel that much good was done, and a re
looking !orward to greater things.
Wallace W. Thompson, Boulder City, Nevada, May i9: Recently we have baptized
two here and one has been restored. We
appreciate getting the Firm Foundation and
enjoy the articles very much. Of course, I
e njoy some arti9les more than others.
Fla-yil L. Colley, 6872 Shady Brook Lane,
Dallas, Texas, May 12: After four years in
the Rio Grande Valley, I am now In Dallas
again. I have preached In Dallas over six-·
teen years. I am preaching now for the
VIckery church. All correspondents please
note my new address as above.
Raymond Cook, Box 452, Hebbronville,
Texas, May 20: The work Is progressing here
ln spite of extremely hot weather. The
Episcopalian minister is convert'lng sco r es
by use of printed matter. It could be a conversion to the true church of Christ In many/
cases, If I had tracts to hand out.
w. E. Kirk, Waxahachie, Texas, May 20:
We have just closed a meeting here with
Foster L. Ramsey of Tipton, Oklahoma, dolng th e preaching. The results were two
baptisms and one placed membership. Th ere
were four baptized in the month lmmedlately preceding the m eeting. The me e ting
accomplished much good here.
B. B. Harding, 437 S. Thompson, VInita,,
Oklahoma, May 18: There were four more
baptisms yesterday and two were brought
from Timber Hill to be baptized. Contribu tions are $26 a week higher than the usual
average. We are In urgent need of more
auditorium space and more classrooms, co nstruction of which . has begun.
R. P. Drennan, Fort Sumner, New Mexico,
May 18: I began my forty-eighth year as
a. gospel preacher this month. It is to be
my last according .to the best medical ad vice. Brother Brookshire is' to begin a meetlng with us June 15-25. Brother James ·L
Beckner Is to lead the singlng. Brother
Willie Garnett preached for us yesterday.

Joltn Frenclt. 2716. S. Lewis, Little Rock,
Arkansas, May 18: A new Sunday morning
Bible stud-y attendanc e record has been set,
three have been baptized and two restored
recently. South Highland plans an all-day
program on Jun e 7, the date of entrance
into our .new building. Austin Copeland w ill
conduct a two-week singing school beginnhng on June 8. Eldred Stephens is to pr each
in ou r meeting July 6-15.

ltlax T. Neel, \Vaco, Texas, May 11: We
have been encouraged by our increased attendance In nearly every department of our
worH:, and same high interest. Yesterday,
w e had two baptisms, and two the Sunday
before with two others placing membership. Our vacation Bible school b egins June
1, and our next meeting is with Carl Spain
beginning Jun e 14. Pray for us!
o. M. Reynolds, Box 242, L eak ey, Texas,
May 15: I closed m;v work with the De
Leon church the first Sunday with two
restorations and moved to this place to become the first regular minister of the
church and It is fifty-on e years old. We
are having a fine start. We will have a
meeting with Brother Louie White and Vacation Bible School ~ay 31-Jun e 7.
A. G. Hobbs, Jr., 3156 Jane Lane, Fort
Worth, Texas, May 12: Last Lord's day I
closed a m eetin g with the Azle Avenue congregation of Fort Worth; two were baptized and one restored. At the present writing, I am in a meeting in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. From May 24 - 31, · I sl:lall do ·the
preaching in a mee ting for the Rosen Heights
congregation in Fort Worth.

Reeder Oldllllm, Box 26, Gainesboro, Ten, n essee, May 18: Four confessions of sin at
East Mountain, T exas. Roy Emb;rlln was
the very efficient song leader. Norman
Whitehorn is doing a fine wor]j: there while
"making tents." Three were baptized by Robert Fox, an elder here, while I was away.
Filling the pulpit both Sundays was Bob
Plunket, David Lipsco mb College. One was
restored in a Sunday afternoon serylce at
McCoinsville, this county. After the first
day, our vacation Bible school is running
well ahead of last year.
Olh·er C. Cunningham, 406 Chestnut, Cookeville, T e nnessee, May 12: Willow Street had
190 for Bible School last Sunday which is
an all -tim e record. Our contrib utions for
1952 averaged $168.00 per week; for 1953,
$1 77.66 ; and since March 1, $190.10. I teach
or preach 16 times a week, Including a daily
radio program. Our vacation Bible school
will be June 1-6. We are sending an invi tation to each school child In Cookeville.
Our m ee ting with Brother Robert Oz of
Ypsilanti, Michigan, will be July 5-15. Two
have been baptized and one restored since
last r eport.
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Ertaest l'lcCoy, who has been with t'he
c hurch in Borger for tne past four years has
resigned. Plans for future worlc hav e not
been made. The c ongregation has made a
rapid growth.
At the present time they
are having two worship services on Sunday
morning to tak e car e of the crowds and the
building is w ell filled on Sunda y nig ht.
Since Janua ry of this year there have bee n
fifteen baptisms, thirty-nine r estctrations
and thirty-tw o to pla c oo memb e rship.
J. Porter "\Vilhite, 6717 Lyons Avenue,
Houston 20, Texas, May 11: We closed one
of our best meetin g s at Lyons and Majestic congregation in Houston, with H. A.
(Buster) Dobbs, Cl eYeland, Texas, doing the
preaching, He did a wonderfu1 job, which
resulted in 16 responses all together: ten
baptized, three r es tored, and three placed
membership. Most of them were adults. The
three Sundays before th e meeting started,
with locai forces, we had ten additions. We
t hin k the work goes well -here at Lyons
and Majestic.

Hornee w. Busby, 2225 W. Hawth9rn e, Ft.
Worth 4, Texas, May 15: The meeting with
the Centr al Church in Norman, Oklahoma,
closed Sunday -evening, the lOth., with a
large attendance throughout. Fourteen were
baptized and severa l others were identified
<Or restored. ·H oward White is the regular
minister for the church and is a wonderful
hclpe,· in a gospel meeting, both he and
his wffe. Many visitors were present f rom
-0klahoma City, Chickas ha, Ardmore, Pauls
Valley and Purcell, also other places near
Jby.
•

FIRM

Sister U. G. Wilkinson, Box 192, Coman- one restored, and sixteen by transfer of
qhe, Oklahoma, May 10': Lord's day another membership. The first services conducted in
good day for the church h e re. Brother G. this new building were May 3rd at 11 o'clock,
W . Allison preached one of the v e ry best followed with dinner spread on the ground
sermons heard in many years. Hjs subject: from 12:30 to 2:00. There was city -wi de sing"Lest We Forget Old Jerusal em."
Many ing from 2:30 to 4:00• with services at 8
heard him. I am feeling better. Lo~· e to o'clocl;: each evening through the week.
This new church is located five miles south
the Firm Foundation writers and readers.
of the · Memphis city _limits, two miles north
Arnold Hardin, Lancaster, Texas, May 20: of the Mississippi state line in the "Old
In the last three Sundays, we have had 15 Home Town" new subdivision, 5165 Highresponses, including three baptisms. During way 61 South. When passing this way, visit
this time we enjoyed a fine meeting with us.
Joe L. Banks of Denver, Colorado. My fifth
Cornelius C. Abbott, 4()ol N. Park Seminole,
year with this good church is now beginning. Our greatest need just now is a larger Oklahoma: Six have responded to the Inviauditorium as the present one will seat tation since last report: three baptized and
300 and we are having more than this num- three restored. Cled Wallace and Glenn
ber present on Sunday mornings. We set a Boyd will be with the chur9h here in a
new record for Bible study last Sunday as meeting an'd vacation Bible school May 31
281 were present. When you are coming through June 7. I begin with Brother J. A .
toward Dallas from the south we would be McNutt and Berclair church in Memphis,
Tennessee, June 17;. McCloud, Oklahoma, July
happy fo have you worship with us.
13; Little, Oklahoma, July 26; Stroud, OleJ. Ed Uland, Box 622, Cody, Wyoming, lahoma, August 10; then to Riverdale church
May 17: We want to extend a cordial invi- in Dayton, Ohio. My son, Cornelius C. Abtation to all tourists to stop over and visit bott, Jr., enters Lipscomb College Jun e 8,
with us this summer. Cody is the eastern to prepar& himself to preach the gos~el. We
entrance to Yellowstone, and we are meet- averaged 320 each Sunday in Bible s tudy
ing in the Union Hall, at 956 12th Street, during April.
at 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. We will be
Grover c. Ross, Portales, New Mexico,
leaving this section around the first of
I assisted the church of Salem,
August due to a lack of support, and we May 11:
This is
trust that some congregation will see fit Illinois, In a meeting recently.
to send a man into this area. Elders, where Brother Jesse Wiseman preaches.
preachers, and others are !nv.! ted to come The meeting was well attended by the
into this section and inv estigate the work. brethren throughout southern . Illinois, and
Pray for us, and may God help u s a ll to we )}ad from one to five visiting preachers
daily. But very few outsiders attend meetsee the ne ed right under our noses.
in gs in southern Illinois. I found the church
'Ill. A. l'Iansur, 1405 Richards.on, Columbia, young, yet energetic and willing to make a
Missouri, May 20: We had another wonder- great sacrifice that the church might move
fui day for the Lord last Sunday, at the along. One man ·was baptized as a visible
Paris Road Church of Christ, here in Co- result. Brother Wiseman is doing an outlumqia. A university professor and his standing work not only at Salem, but as an
daughter were baptized into Christ at the .evangelist in southern Illinois. Our work
evening service. This makes six baptized in Portales is moving along In a fine way.
and one restored in the past six weel<s, Recently seven were baptized, two restored
bringing our total responses to the gospel and several identified.

w. T. Garnett, Box 142, Portales, New Mexleo, May 12: Since last reporting, I have
moved from Henrietta, Texas, to Portales,
New Mexico. We had a very pleasant work
in Henrietta, some of the very best are
there. We are enjoying good fellowship
here. We are with the East 2nd Street
church. I could .assist in two meet.ings in
August and September, if you cou ld use me,
let me h.ear from you. When passing this 1 up to 20 in the last nine months, all for
way, vistt us. Our meeting with Brother which we give credit unto the Lord. If you
Joe L. Banks doing the preaching·, will be-l are interested in a good place to live, do
gin th e 21st of Jun e.
not overlook Columbia, Missouri, the educational center of this great state. When in
Jet~sle Brookshire, Box 273, Morton, Tex- . Missouri, stop over and worship with u s. as, May 11: Another good day here yester- I
day. Three confessed their faith in Christ
Joe W. Crumley, 500 South Roberts, El
and were baptized into him. Since our last Reno, Oklahoma: Max R. Crumley of Temreport, we have had seven additions: five ple, Texas, held our spring meeting; four
by baptism, one to renounce the errors of bapt iz ed, two returned to duty, capacity
the Christian church and one to confess crowds. Representatives from many · sections
faults and be restored. In planning for the of the state came great distances to hear
needs of the church here the elders see the Max. This atte sts to his exc.eptional ability
need fo r more classroom space in the very as a preacher. No other meeting held in El
near future and we hope to get under way Reno has had such wide drawing power nor
with them In the next few days. Peace and has had so many come from so far. Had
harmony pre·v ails throughout the congrega - it not been for the 27 baptized in the months
tion for which we are very thankful. To just preceding the meeting, the number bapthe Lord be all ~he honor and glory.
tized during the meeting would have been
more impressive. Will Slater of Fort Worth
C. E. M!'Gnughey, 2407 W. Lincoln, Spring-· led the songs. This made every worship pefield, Missouri, May 20: Warren Morris of riod the best possible.
Atlanta and I closed at Valdosta, Georgia,
with Central Avenue church with 14 bapAlbert Holland, 151 South Marne Street,
tisms and three restorat ions . This church Memphis, Tennessee, May 15: G. C. Brewer,
does a great amount of mission work and minister, assisted by B. G. Sweeny, song disends out Lawrence Habelip, its faithful rector, both of Jackson Avenue church of
evangelist , to help build up the cause in Christ, Memphis, Tennessee, closed a good
ma,ny of the neighboring towns. Central Av- meeting May 3rd through the lOth, with
enue supports· two other pr.eachers in that the Highway 6'1 South Church, this city.
area full time and plans to send out an- The congregational singing, under the di •
other. Georgia is a great field for the gos- recti on of Brother Sweeny, was enjoyed by
pel with 101. of its 159 counties without a everyone. Brother Brewer's sermons were
church. I began here at Oak Ridge, Ten- both timely and fruitful. There were 26
nessee, last Sunday. Go next to Baltimore, additions to the new congregation in the
Ma.'yland, then to Higl!!.ands, suburb of me·eting. Twe nty responded. the last day of
Houston, June 10-19. ·
the m eeting, May lOth. Nine were baptized,
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0. H. Tabor, 1506 24th Place, Lubboclc,
Texas: It gives us much joy to be able
to Teport that the 1Southside congregation
here in Lubbock continues to grow In numbers and in faith . Five new memb e rs were
added last Lord's day making a total of
thirty additions to the congregation since
th e s econd Sunday in March.
Since that
time th irt ee n have been baptized, thirteen
have been restored and four have placed
m e mbership. More lots 'were purchased recently for parldng space and plans are now
und e r way for a n ew building. We are loolci'hg forward to the time when Southside will
be strong enough to keep several preachers
_in the mission field full time.
When in
Lubbock, worship with us at 23rd and Avenue N.

Elmer Shackelford, Leedey, Oklahoma, May
17: Brother George B. Cu rtis did the preachIng in our spring meeting. Brother Curtis
delivered fine lessons each evening. During this meeting and the week that follow-ed,
27 were added to the forces here: 18 by haptism and seven restored. We have the best
interest in the history of the church here
at Leedey. I am to begin work with the
congregation at Gage, Oklahoma, the first
Sunday in June. The last Sunday of this
month will brinJOr to a close s ix and onehalf year's work with the church here at
Leede:y: One could not find a better ·group
to work with than here. Brother William
L. DaVee will begin work here the last or
July. ·My son will 11reach here until that
time. After June 1st, addr ess aU mail to
Gage, Oklahoma ..

l
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Bill McCown, 176 Ohio St., New Braunfels,
Texas, May 13: I am currently .in the midst
of what promises to be a very good meeting
with the church at Nixon, Texas. Brother
W. H. Hahn ts the capable minister here
and - it is a pleasure to be associated with
him in this work. My next meeting will be
with the church at Gonzales with Brother
C. L . Maxwell, July 5-19. Local br_ethren
carry on in my absence at New Braunfels
and are doing a good work. Our work in
New Braunfels is pro g ressing and for that
we are thankful. Roy H. L an ier of Bartl esville, Oklahoma, is to be with us in a
meeting November 1-11 ;;tnd Broth e r Jim
Bill Mcin teer of Nashville, Tennessee, will
be here February 28-March 10, 1954. Thes e
are capable men and we :u:e fortunate in
being able to secure their services.

Ted Norton, 2701 Avenue F, Snyder, Texas,
May 15: The new building for another congregation, on 37th Street, in this city is
n ow in th e finishing stage. Tentative plans
are to l aunch this new work around July 1.
Warder K . Novalc will serve as evangelist
for the new work. A vacation Bible school
wi ll be conducted here at 1511 25th Street,
June 1-12. A meeting follows with Paul
Foutz of Sweetwater, Texas, doing the
'"'preaching, June 19-28. Th en in August a
meeting will be conducted with the congregation on 37th Street. Raymond Kelcy
of Oklahoma City will do the preaching.
One man was baptized h ere last Thursday
morning. He for m erly was a Methodist.

F. S. Harper, 384 East Chestnut Street,
Lisbon, Ohio, May 11: I have recently conducted m eetings at Charleston, West Virginia, and with the East End congrega,_tion
of McMinnville, Tennessee. T)le attendance
and interest were good during both meetings. At Charles ton there W(.Te ten baptized ·and two restored. At McMinnville five
were baptized and two restored. The work
here at Beaver Street is going along in a
fine way.
Hobart Ashby of Flint, Michigan, closed a good meeting here Wednesday
night, April 29. I will terminate my work
here after school is out in May. The first
of June my address wiil be Woodbury, Tennessee.
For th e past four years I have
worked with the Beaver Street church here
in Lisbon, Ohio. This is a good congregation to work with.
J'u s t before I moved
here four years ago the church had e rected
a nice brick meeting house and also bought
a. nice house for the preacher's hom e. Ray
b. Beggs of Akron, Ohio, has b ee n secured
f or t h e ·work in Lis bon.

Seat · Them in Comfort
Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Rl-3595
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A. F. Thurman, Electra, Texas, May 19:
In our recent meeting, Broth e r M. R. Phillips, Victoria, Texas, did the preaching. His
--was preaching of the sort that measures up
to the New Testament brand-ncl speculations, no hobbies. He is just that sort of
a preacher and h e does it in a most becoming mann er. We enjoyed him a nd his
preaching very mt>cn. Th ere were six additions: three restored and three baptized.
The worlt h ere moves along in a sple ndid
way. It's the Lord's work! Success to the
good old Fi_r m Foundation. It's a friend and
helper to all who will read it. It's d ear to
me. All along th e way it has served as a
companion. A faithful, h e lpful, unfailing
friend. For 49 years it has been a most welcome visitor into our hou se and home!

2126 Jackson
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contains some of the b es t people I have
ever been associate_d with. The l eaders are
men of good standing and are very willing
to do the things that will make the church
grow. We have our vacation Bible school
June 8- 12. Our summer meeting is July 10·19. A. B. Harper w ill preach.
Tlce Elkins, 4428 Gresham Street, San .
Diego '9, California, May 13: If there is any
congregation of Christians that d es ire a real
good preacher of somewhere in the thirties, able and loyal, and not a lazy bone ln
him, to hold a meeting for you, if you will
write me what you need, I will give you
his nam e a nd address. I personally guaran-·
t ee that he will come and that you will be
satisfied. He will b ear · th e best recommendation you can ask for. I mighf as well say
ri g ht h ere that his name is "Bud'' Watson,
a brother of Sterle Watson of St. Louis,
which i s a good recommendation in itself.
Brother Bud lives here and i f you will write
to him at the address above h e will get
your l e tter. I hope many will write, for he
w a nts some work in meetings in Texa~,
New Mexico, or Oklahoma.

Lawrence Hnzelii>, 1509 William St., Valdosta, Georgia, May 18 : Nineteen w e re baptized, three restor e d and three placed membership since last report. Fourteen of these
and the three restored responded during our
meeting with C. E. McGa ugh ey doing the
preaching and Warre n Morris l eading the
song se rvice. We truly had a great m ee ting.
Both men w ere at their b est a nd have been
invited to return. We reached an all time
high in Bible study during the me e ting.
lUorrls JUoore, Hubbard, T exas, May 18 :
The church has been strengthened. Our
Vacation Bible School will be June 8-19. I Since our 'last r eport .of April 7, e ight mor~
begin· in a t e nt six miles north of Valdosta p r ecious souls have been · baptized' into
tonight. I will go to Albany, Georgia June Ch r is t, and one more has placed membership.
This makes a total of fourteen who · have
21 w h ere Forrest Chapman labors.
been baptized In th e past three months.
0 . R. Perkins, Ruston, Louisiana, May 11: Of th e number baptized three came to us
We b egan work with the good church in from the Baptist cht;rch, and two from the
Ruston, Louisiana, March 1 of this year. First Christian. The total on membersh~p
The brethren have worked hard and have has been three- The church here is v·ery
a fine new building with plenty of reom smalL After God has bless e d us with these
for growth and a nice preacher's home. We a dditions we have a membership of 49. New
are located on Highway 80, two blocks from records have been made in Bible classes,
L o ui siana Polytechnic Institute. It is good mid-w eek · cl.a ss.es, and contribution. F.or
to have the opportunities that a s tate col- these and many other blessings we humbly
leg·e offers any church. Lord's day, May 101, thank God, and give him the glory for It
was a wonderful day for the church here. all. We sincerely ask the prayers of ChrisFour a nswered the call of our Lord: two tians everywhere. When passing through
to be. baptized and two restored to their Hubbard, we would be happy to haYe you
first love. We rejoice and give God the glo- worship with us.
ry. I l eave ~tonight for a short meeting with
the brethren at Rocky Branch near here.
Worship with us, if you come our way.

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
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B. F. England, P. 0 . Box 241, Grandfield,
Oklahoma, May 17: The work of the church
in Grandfield continues to -make p r ogress.
Since last r eport we have become an organized body. We now have four good men
as elders and three very fine younger men
as deacons. Eight have been baptized and
five h ave placed membership since last report. We have lost two members by ·moving
away. We are contributing to a number of
works · outside our own congregation and
city. We are in the process of building the
colored brethren a church house. We are
waiting for title to lots and when that Is
secured, we will proceed with the building.
This congregation has a mhad to work , and

P . D. Wilmeth, 808 Hamvasy Lane, Tyler,
Texas, May 21: I have concluded interestingm ee tings with the churches at Henderso~
where Bob 'Valier is the preacher, · and at
Magnolia, Arkansas, where Luther Savage
labors, and recenlly with Lewis Case and
th e good church at Hearne. My next meeting will be at Lampasas an d Ben West
June 15-23. 'Ve are anticipatmg a great
m ee ting · with these groups. The work --~t
Glenwood continues to grow and w _e are
now in an expansive program In our evangelist ic endeavors. Three good elders and
four excellent deacons are doing a fine 'job
in leadership. Our nex.t objective is a vacation Bible school, June 8-13, with Luther
Self of Nashville, Tennessee, assisting us.
Several have been baptized a,nd added · to
our forces rec en tly. When in our city, worshlp with us.
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.1§. C. JtlcCai-Iey, San Angelo, Texas, May 1 same as on the Mainland. There could not
15 ; On las t Monday afternoon a tornado de-· be better cooperation among the members
stroyed about three hundred homes in the than there is here. At least five races are
Lakeview area of this city. About twenty- repres ented, yet all Christians and all Amersix families of th e church s uffered heavy ieans.
lOss, a nd some total loss of hous es and
furnis hings. Th e Sa nta Rita congregation
D. H. Perkins, 2()-70 South Grant, Denver,
was the l east affected of th e four congre- Colo rado, May 13: It was my privilege to
gations. How ever , we began imme diately do the preaching in two m ee tings In Tendoing what cou ld be doh e with food, cloth- nessee r ecently. At Alamo, nine were baping, and mon ey. O.n Wednesday evenin g the t iz ed an d two restored. Clovis Caudle, lofour congregations decided upon a plan of cal preacher, led- the s ing ing and h e lped in
Goop eration in helping those _w ho had been many ways to m ake the m ee ting a s ucc ess.
victims · of the storm. This is proving to be Interest and crowds were goo d throughout
a fin e thing in r eaching· these people, fa nd the m ee ting. At the Full er Ave nue church
I have n ever seen b e tter coop eration. The in Dyerburg, fifteen were baptized and - two
9th a nd Main and Fa irgro unds Road co n- resto r ed. New r ecords were se t in attendg regations suffered the h eavi es t lo ss. Many a n ce. The las t night. more people were presc o;tgregations h ave had part in our effo rts en t than co uld ge t inside the building.
to t'e li eve th e needy a nd s uffe ring.
We David Davidson who preaches r egul a rly at
a.-e grateful ·to them for this fellowship.
Fri e ndship, Tennessee, assiiS t ed much as
so n g l ea d er a nd otherwise. I promised to
. W. J, Shnck<•lfor<l, Neosho, Missouri, lVlay return to both places, if th e Lord, permits,
18 : Guy N. Woods of Memphis, T ei1.1l cssee, in 1956. We b ap tiz ed a very <f in e y oung
p-r eac h ed in. our best meeting in r ecent married m an here last Wednesday night,
years. May 8- 17. Brother Woods is ce rtainly He was reared in a strong Baptist home.
a mon g the most ab l e gospe l preachers of When in Denver, you a r e invited to worship
this gener ation . His g r eat sc h o larsh ip, his with th e ch urch in South Denver, a t 2005
c lear logic, and his s upre m e love for God South Lincoln Street.
and man, combine to m ake his worl' unusually effectiv e. Th e e ntire co n g r ega tion
Joltn Bullock, Box 484, L ew i s~ill e , Texas,
work ed tog·ether with hi g h interest through - May 21: we are e nj oy in g a very profitable
ut the m ee ting. Th e good influ en ce of thi s work h e r e at Lewisville. Th e las t two weeks
m ee ting will be felt throug hout the futur e two h ave been baptized, thr ee r esto r ed, a nd
years. Ex istin g r eco rd s for Bible study at - three have b een id entified as Christians.
tendance w e r e brok e n. Exc eptionally large, This congregation contr ibuted $100 to the
and deeply int er es ted aud iences were p es- storm - st rick en areas a t Waco, a nd San Anen t for ev ery se rvic e, b o th morning and eve- g elo. We a lso hav e a part in the "He rald
ning. Homer \V. Wald en, one of our elders,., of Truth" program h eard on NBC; then
a.nd re g-~lar song dir ec\or. h~d charge of over 100 names a r e r ece iving· a gospel pathe smgmg. Two w e re baptize d and one per sent to them by th e brethr en here teachplaced m embership. Brother Woods has lng th e truth through this m edium, besides
kindly consented to r eturn in Octob e r, 1956. a general distribution of tracts to the interested ones. Our vacat ion Bible schoo l
'\V. L. Bnze, 417 Welch Stree t, D enton, date is from June 22-27. Brother John BanTexas, May 19: W e are enjoying out wor!t nister comes to us for a meeting July 20with th e Welch Stree t con gregation. It is 29. We are looking forward to a good me eta splendid group to work with. Our pres- ing, and too, we are anticipating record ate nt building has l.o een o utgrown and plans t e ndance at this series of sermons. L e t this
a re in th e beg inning stage to construct a announcement se rv e as an invitation to all
new auditorium. At present, it Is necessary who can com e a nd b e w ith us in this speto have two se ,·vic es each Lord's day morn- cial effort to pr each Chr ist. We press foring. Our proximity to N.T.S. C. ·results in ward with renewed z ea l and d e termination,
our h aving a great m a ny s tud e nts attend - giving the Lord all th e glory.
ing our services. Ma ny of them are very
interested in and active in the work of
SUNSET ENCAltiPMENT AT 'l'HORP
the co-ngregation. We a r e thankful that this
SPRING
is so and congratu late th e par ents of these
y oun g p eople. Broth e r a nd Sister C. A.
Holland Boring, Jr.
Buchanan a r e to a ss is t in our vaca'tion Bible sch~ol, which b egin s Jun e 1s t. Brother
Th e SUnset Church of Christ, D a llas , TexBuc hanan form erly preached for this con- as, is sponsoring a n e ncampm imt at 'rhorp
gregation. W e anticipate a fin e school. Th e Spring, T exas, June 20-30. Holland Boring,
f uture looks bright for Welch Stree t and Jr., is the dir ecto r of this camp, and Brother
we b e li eve th a t th e brotherhood will hear Wyatt Sawyer, mini ~ t e r of th e Church of
more a nd m ore from thi s a lert congrega - Christ at Madison_yille, T ex a s, Is to b e the
tion.
guest speaker.
This encampmen t is se t up to provide a
F. n . Shepherd, 1732 K .eeaumok u, Hono- wholesome r-etr eat for B ibl e st udy, craf t s,
lulu, T . H., Hawaii: Wh e n I agreed to. come and play for young_ p eo ple fro m 10 to 18
to th e island for a p eriod of se r vice, I prom - y ears of age.
ised twelve months, no mor e, no les s. OneThe Sunset Chu r c h of Ch ri st is tryin6
third of that tim e has go n e with so much
speed I can h a rdly r ealiz e it. On e -fiftli of to bring up its yo ung people in the knowlthQ m e mb ers w h o ,were h er e when I came e dge of Christ. We are trying to d emonhave a lr eady left. Some h ltve come to t a ke str ate th at Christianity is practical; that i t
their place b ut we are fewer th a n on Jan- can be Jived and enj oyed.
Because of th e limite d fac iliti es at th e
uary 1st. Sen·ice people m a k e up n early
85 p e r ce nt of th e congr egat io n. Parents and former T exas Chri st ia n U nive r s ity grounds,
fr ie nds h av ing son s or d a ught ers coming we are r estri c tin g en rollm ent to a pproxi-'
her e , p l ease send us their names and ad- mat ely seventy-five. Thi s m ean s tl1 a t w e
dr ess es a nd we will do our bes t to locate will not be able to reach out b eyo nd the
then\ and encourage them to attend the Suns e t community.
worship. Th e building is eas ily reached from
The Sunset Church plans to m a k e this
down town. T ake the Punahou - Un iversity e ncampment an annual affair, and by next
bus that comes within one a nd one-half year we hop e to be able to acco mm odat e
blo c ks of the h ou se. Worsh ip hours are the m a ny more youn g p eople.
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TO WHO!II IT !IIAY OONCERN1
Alamogordo, New Mexico,
March 26, 1953 ·
This l etter will Introduce to you Brother
Tice Elkins and Sister Elkins. It is our
desire to state to a ny one in particular and
to all the brothe rhood in general that they
are m e mbers of the church in Alamogordo.
We wish to further state · that the reason
for th e ir l eavin g. h e re was the health of
Brother Elkin s and the doctor's orders.
Brother Elkins n eeds no introduction to
the bro t h erhood, a nd he has spent more
than fifty years in proclaiming the gospel,
and until his broken h ealth forced him to
stop he was actively engaged in preaching
for th e con g r ega tion here. He is an . able
preacher and a n excell ent teacher of the
Bible, sound in doctrine and ) zealous ln
the Lord's work.
We recommend aim to
you as such, and know that if God will
gra nt him th e health, h e will be very useful to you in th e work of the church .
Si s t e r Elkins Is one of God's own people,
a nd we know that If you Jearn to know her,
you will love he r as we do.
We did n o t lik e to Jose th e m from our
midst, but God knows best. And our prayers
go with th e m a lways, that God will bless
th e m with health and strength, a..nd crown
th e ir every effort In the service of the
Master with s uccess.
(Signed) Rolli e B. Rankin, E-vangelist at
Alamogordo; Eld e r Jam es R. Cooper; E!der
E. A. Robison.
At> peudh: b 3· Tice ElkbJS:
May 19, . 195 3
l send thi s l e tter to the pap e rs for the
.sole r ea s~n of le tting every one know that
my health is improving, and that Ma Elkins
a nd I have not transferred our m e mbership
to a ny other pl ace than Alamogordo, nor
will we do so until It b ecomes evident that
I cannot return to the high altitude of our
h om e town . It has been our home for twenty-se v en y ears and we will not renounce
it nor our m e mb ership in the church there
until there is no further hope of -being well
aga in. Our address will be 4428 Gresham
Stree t, San Diego 9, .Calif., until you ar.e-- ~
notifi e d of a change.
Thanks to God and the-brethren,
TICE ELKINS
NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA.

Church or Christ meets at Catalpa Avenue
-a nd Kecoughtan Road. · Route 60, between
Newport News and Hampton, VIrginia. Telephone ~2037 · Newport News. Address llU
Uth Street, Newport News, Virginia,' B. H.
Atkinson, Minister.
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J, T. l'IIcCaulley, Sweetwater, T exas, May
D. D. Woo9-y, 127 Oakwood Dr., Baton
AT'I'EN'I'ION, YOUNG PEOPLE!
.;~
The church
May 11 : Four were baptized at Fourth and Roug!l 9, Louisiana, May 12:
Elm Sunday. Since December first we have h er e is steadily growing and making progA. R.. Holton
had 87 responses.
Forty of this n umber r e s. L ast Lord's day one of our fine young
have been baptized. During this same p e riod m en came forward and confessed wrongs.
L. E . Crarlford, Minist er of. the University
contributi0ns have mcreased more th a n two On the p r ev ious W ednesday evening a man ·Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, will
hundred twenty-five dollars p er week. Bible was baptized. Th ese fine p eo ple are show- · be in charge of c lass~s for young people
School attendance h as increased around one in g a great d eal of interest in the Lord's at the Blue Ridge Camp Meeting, Blue Ridge,
hundred. Our midweek attenda nce has dou- work. Brother Carro ll Ellis of Nashville, North Carolina, July 18-24. We -are very
bled. The Lord willing I leave again for T ennessee, is to be wlth u s in a series of happy to have the services of Brother
the Bible Lands Jun e · 8. This tim e I am con - me e tings beginning June ? and running con- Cranford in this great meeting.
His exducting a tour. We shall return through currently with our vacation Bible school. perience in work ing w ith young people
Europe .
· IVe are exp.ecting much good from these ef- qualifies him for the work we have aslted
fo rts. \V e hope to begin work on our new him to do in the meeting. Young people
John T. Smitlt, 2519 Colgate, Lubbock, building with in the next few months. We should write at once to J. W. Brents, WoodTexas, May 11: Th~ Colgate Street church have o n e of the nicest and most valuable mont Blvd., Nashville, T ennessee.
closed a good meeting last evening. Brother lots in the city.
Arch1e L. Waldrum of Palestine, Texas, did
the preaching and did it to the entire sat Joyce Heutl.rix, Bral)dsville, Missouri, May
isfaction of every member of the congrega - 13:
After I h a ve been with the church
tion. While the r esults were not as great he r e about a Y<¥'tr the cause is stronger and
as in some former meetings, we count it th e people h ave changed to a more favorone of the very best meetings which has a.ble attitude toward the ch urch here. Their
been conducted h e re. Four were baptized future plan. is to get a visiting minister to
from
and one was r estored and identified.
I preach for them twice on Lord 's days since
have r ecen tly assisted the church in Se mi- I did quite a bit of personal work. Will
nole, Texas, in a good meeting. Brother W. a nother church who needs a full time min WRITE FOR
H. Neill is the preacher for the church there, is ter, wr i te me real soon? I am middle
Information
and is doing a good work and is highly aged a nd have a wi!e and !1ve children.
estee med by the whole church.
These children are h e lping in associating
with ethel's of their own age by inviting
Glenn B. Bishop, O'Donnell, T exas, May 6: them to church. I am a Freed"..Har<;leman
My worlt with the church at O'Donnell will graduate and pre.ach the gospel without
terminate not later than August 1.
We compro mise. L et me hear from you if you
have la:bored with the brethren her e for n eed a preacher nqw.
some four years and have enjoyed every
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS
Rn:nnond DeSpuin, P. 0. Box ·172, Blanco,
minute of it.
The church has grown in
T
exas,
·May
11:
The
church
h
ere
continues
every phase during these four years, and
John \V. Hedge, Representative
we are happy to have li.ad a part in it. My to s how increased interest. Two wer e bap successor has not been nam e d yet. The mem- tiz ed at th e morning service yesterday, and
bership here is about 150. Th ey have a very two placed m embership "th e Sunday before.
nice bu ilding. The church has a n e w thre e We are planning a Vacation Bible School to COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
bedroo m home. The salary - is e ighty dollars begin the the first day of Jun e, to continue
We keep on hand regular ly a supply of
per w ee k plus house and utiliti es. Any one through June 5th, from 9 to 11 A.M. each- fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
interested in the work here should contact day. This is an invitat ion to all who can purposes. Eleven wafers to the small packthe elders, R . 0 . Lane, L D . Parker, and be with us. I ani to do the preaching In a age and three of the packages to the l;arge
R. 0. Miles, Box 481.
meeting at 3ollyvllle, T exas, to begin June carton-all carefully sealed so it will lteep
7, and continue through June 14. I will Indefinitely. Every congregation should have
St. Pierre H. Hog·e, Barnwell, South Caro- be at Dripping Springs June 19 - 28. All in on hand a good supp ly at all times. P.rice:
lina, May 15 : I mov ed to BaFnwell April 17 driving distance of these places are invited Large cartons, each, . $ 2. 35 , postpaid ..
to work with the Lord's church her e. One to be with us. We will be expecting you.
was baptize d just p rior to my moving here May the Lord b l ess th e efforts of the FIB.l'll FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77', Austin 61, Texns
and as a result of personal work. Co-op- church eve rywhere.
erat ion and lov e~ for God are prevalent In
this congregation. This is the first time
that this group has had a full time mini ste r.
Between six ty a nd eighty attend on Lord' s
day. Each issue of local weekly newspap er
Training Song Leaders for the Churches of Christ
car ries a sermon--paid advertisement supported by the church; n ew song books and
SABINAL, . TEXAS
a new mimeograph machine have been orOnly School of its kind, Founded 1946
dered; private teaching going on each day.
As a congregation we want, and as the min- ·
ister I want, th e prayers of the church ev erywh ere that the church might be firmly
FACULTY
establish ed in thi s community and that much
Aus tin Taylor __________________________ Harmony and Composition
goo d might be done her e .
Holland L. Boring', Sr. ~- ----- -- Rudiments , Harmony, Sight Reading
Tllorntou Crews; Box 411, Cushing, OklaHolland L. Boring, Jr. ____________________ :_ ___ Voice and Rudiments
homa: Yesterday morning, Friday, I bapEdgar Furr ----------------------------Voice and School Manager
tized a lady just past h er e ig·htieth year
Dvn Boring ____________________ ________________ Special Instructor
in this world. She was marri e d just sixty Instruction on song leading is given by all teachers.
cne years ago. Brother Charles E . Parl<er
of Miami, Oklahoma, closed a good meetin g
Complete
Cost for Instruction, Room, Meals and
here Sunday May lOth. Two were baptized
Medical Attention ------------------------------ __ ____ $ 6 5. oo
and two confessed wrongs. I will close my
work here one week from tomorrow and
Apartments and special arrangements for men with families · who
will move to Pensacola, Florida, to b eg- in
come on vacation time.
work with the n'ew Bellvi ew congregation
To enroll send name, age, address and phone number with $5.00 dethe first L ord's day in June. I have boug-ht
posit.
five acres of land in the environ s of tha t
expand ing city, and will erect a hou se on
Our halls were filled to capacit¥ last year, more room has been se· it as IJ.OOn as we get th er e. Th e folks h ere
cured
for both boys and adults. Help us by enrolling early for 1953.
secur e d the services of BrothP.r T ed McElroy. He will begin here May 31st. May the
Winter office Box 293, Crystal City, Tex.Lord bless him in this work and m ay peac e
Sommer Office, Box 456, SabiQ.al, Texas
and harmony always prevail among th e
Lord's peop le.
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HAMILTON-On March 23, Brother J. H.
Hamilton · passed away at the home of a
daughter here in Muskogee, at the age of
82 years. He was born July 16, 1870. For
,sixty-one of those years, he preached the
gospel, mostly in Arkansas and Eastern Oklahoma, where he formed many lifelong
friendships.
For the last thirteen years
Brother Hamilton lived in Stigler, Oltlahoma. During his fatal illness of some three
months, it was my good pleasure to visit
with him and hear him spea!;: of his readiness to go to his eternal destiny.
With
fondness he recalled the part he h ad in
teaching and converting two of today's bet!ter-kn own gospel preachers.
During his
last illness, one person obeyed the gospel
whom Brother Ham ilton had been teaching
for several months. He was busy to the
·end. He is survived by his wife of Stigler,
Oklahoma; three daughters: Mrs. Bess Sellers, Mrs. Anita Brandon, Mrs. Louise Smith
of Muslwgee, and Miss Orene Hamilton of
New York; and two sons: H. G., of Ada,
Oklahoma, and · J. H., Jr., of New York.
Funeral services were conducted by the
writer on March 24, in the· building of the
West Side church here in Muskogee. , Interment was in MemoriaL Park Cemetery of
Muskogoe.
IDUGENE BREWER

I
II

I

_ _ _ __,

SPINKS--Romer G. Spinks, 82, a native
of Georgia, died March 30, 1953, in a hospital at Brady, Texas. He had lived in Menard, Texas, 38 years. He made a very real
contribution to his community. Five sons
and other kinsmen mourn their loss. The
funeral service was held at Menard, Texas,
with J. H. ID. 'Willman, J. C. Wade, and myself officiating.
Junction, Texas
WALTER W. LEAMONS

..

CARROLL--James W. Carroll was born
August 8, 1877, at Roanoke, Virginia; died
at Ozona, Texas, April 4, 1953. He had lived
here in Kimble County a long time. A. few
years ago, when he was about 70 years
old, he was baptized by this writer. Three
sons, two daughters ail!l:l numerous other
relatives survive him. After a funeral service in Smith Funeral Home, we laid the
body to rest in Juncti on cemetery on April
5.

Junctioon, Texas
WALTER W. LEAMONS

·* * • •
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EVANS-Arthur Thomas Evans was born
JOHNSON-Olli e McLain Johnson, of New- Ferbuary 14, 1886, at Gallatin, Missouri, and
arlt, Texas, died in the Harris Hospital, Ft. parted this life April 28, 1953. He dill'd of
Worth, T exas, February 15, 1953, at the leukemia, a bad heart condition and a brain
age of 78 years. She was a faithful mem- hemorrhage after an illn ess of one week.
ber of the c hurch of Christ, was baptized He was married to Miss Augusta Draper in
at the age of 14 by Brother Elmore, in the 1910 and they lived in Tishomingo, OklahoTrinity River near the old Harmon cross - ma, all their married life e)i:cept for a short
ing (now Eagle Mountain Lake). She is period spent in Weatherford, Oklahoma.
survived hy a son, Claud Johnson , of Fort Brother Evans was a pioneer railroad man
Worth; a granddaughter, Wanzelle Teet- and worked at that vocation until his retireers, of . Gotebo, Oklahoma; two grandsons, ment in 1946 when he returned to TishoWoodie Haley, Lexington, Oklahoma, and mingo . Besides his good wife h e is sur Barton Haley of Oklahoma City, and sev- vlyed by three sons and a daughter, who
era! great grandchildren; t ><o sisters: Mrs. are a ll faithful members and workers in.
Maggie Chafin of Sulphur, O!tlahoma, and the V:>rd's church, and seven grandchildren.
Miss May McLain of Gunter, T exas. Funer- One of his son3, Sam Evans, is a preacher
a! services were held at 10 A.M., Tu esday, : of the gospel and liv es at Chickasha, OklaFebruary 17, in the Newark church. Minis- home. Another son, Gene Evans, is our song
ters Webb Fry and Vernon T. Simpson con- director, Bible teacher, and a deacon in the
ducted services. Burial was in Dido ceme- church here in Ti sl1omingo. Another son,
tery.
Arthur D. Evans, lives at Hutchinson, KanFort Worth, Texas
sas, and the daughter, Mrs. Harold Wi!kinE. H. BEESON
son, lives in Lamesa, Texas. Brother Evans was a very faithful member and an
eld er of the church here and was lov ed by
JORDAN-FunE-ral services were conductthe entire town. We a ll mourn the passed at the College Street Church of Christ in
ing of this great man of faith. Even though
Junction, Texas, by Brother Harrison Mathe was retired from his railroad work he
thews, assisted by Roland Fry, for Brother
secured another job and worked diligently
James Nick Jordan, Jr. He was· born in
in order to help the church he loved finanWilliamson County near Granger, August 22,
cially. Thus another great "soldier of the
190S, and died March 24, 1953. He moved
to Plainview, Hale County, when six weeks
old. He married Grace Fisher of Junction
February 2, 1928. They lived in the Panhandle of Texas near Plainview and Amarillo for ten years . They moved to San Angelo in 1937; to Kimble c.o unty, near Junction, in 1946, where he was engaged in
ranching and P.M.A . Field inspector until
his death. He was baptized into the church
of Christ in October, 1928. He continued as
a faithful Christian until his death.
He
has served as an elder for the church here
_in Junction for the past five years. Brother
J ordan's faithful work with the church will
certainly be missed.
Surviving him are his wife, two daughters:
Mrs. Lynn Jacoby of Sonora; Mrs. Nimcy
Hasse of Junction; two grantlchildren: Mark
Jacoby· and Judy Hasse; his mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Jordan of Plainview; one sister, Mrs. W. M. Hale; and two
brothers, H. B. and R. C. Jordan, a ll of Amarillo; also seven niec es and nephews.
.

.

cross" passes and we press on with great
strength and courage because of his life
with us. I assisted Brother George Bailey
of Okla'homa City, a close friend of the family, with the funeral services. A quartet
from the church at Weatherford furnished
«:he music. It was the most perfect funeral
that I have ever attended with every word
and sc ripture fitting the occasion. Interment was in the Tishomingo cemetery.

•

BOWERS-Robert Lee Bowers, 82, died at
Fredericksburg, Tex&s, April 28, 1953. He
was born June 22, 1870, at Augusta, Georgia,
and lived here in Kimble County forty-eig ht
years.
His wife, six sons, one daughter,
and fourteen grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren survive him. B. W. Mantooth
and I conducted the funeral service here at
the Smith Funeral Home.
W ALTIDR W. LEAMONS
Junction, Texas.
A. R. Holton, 145-5th Avenue N, Nashville, T e nnessee, .May 11: Blue Ridge Camp
Meeting, Blue Ridge, North Carolina, July
18-24, is a good creative and spiritual period
for a vacation. Write J. W. Brents, Woodmont Blvd., Nashville, Tennessee.
Tllomas B. Warren, 1327-14th St., Galena
Park, Texas, May 14: I am to leave Galena
Park about the 15th of Jun e to take up
work with · the new Eastridge congregation
in Fort Worth. The elders here have, as
yet, selected no one to follow me here.
Galena Park is a good place to wor!;:. I
h:j.d not even contemplated leaving until
the brethren from Eastridge contacted me.
The congregation is helping support the
worlt in Louisiana, in New ~ersey, in ·Germany, (all without channelling its money
through anuther congregation), and is will·ing to support a preacher in a number of
meeting.3 in places where the cause of
Christ is weak or unknown. Write to the
elders here, Box 195, Galena Park, Texas.

New Booklet On Hea.ling!
Neat-Brief-Readable
With two additional articles on
"The Thief" and
"Baptism into.What"
One copy .10
Dozen $1.00

Roy Burgess
Maysville, Alabama

•
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THESE MEN DIRECT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT PEPPERDINE COLLEGE

Left to Right: Morgan Harlan, Michio Nagai, James C. Dixon, S. H. Hall, Hugh M. Tiner (President), Joseph W. White

(seated), George Pepperdine, E. V. Pullias

(Dean), and Wade Ruby.

Every student who graduates from Pepperdine College is required to t Jke a number of Bible . courses. These are taught by men respected
throughout the brotherhood as leaders jn Christian work.

1. Joseph W. White, Department Head: San of the late L. S.· White, beloved gospel preacher who originated local church work in
the state of Texas. Brother White graduated from Pepperdine in 1940 and has been on the Religion faculty since that time.
2. Hubert G. Derrick, Associate Professor of Religion: Brother · Derrick graduated from Abilene Christian College and went on to receive
his Moster's degree from Baylor University\ He has been with Pepperdine College since 1937.
3. James C. Dixon: Brother Dixon is o graduate of Vanderbilt University and Peabody College for Teachers. He has been with Pepperdine College since 1949.
4. William Green, Visiting Professo; of Church Histo·ry: Brother Green is a faculty member of the · University of California at Berkeley.
He teaches Church History at Pepperdine College during the summer months.
5. S. H. Hall, Lecturer in Religion: Brother Hall is o graduate of David Lipscomb College. He has devoted his entire life to spreading
the Word through his evangelistic and ministerial activity. He come to California to retire but found there is no retirement from the
service of Christ. He is now devoting his full energies toward preaching the Word in Arcadia and teaching it at Pepperdine.
6. Morgan Harlan, Lecturer in Religion: Brother Harlan has given his life to preaching the Gospel o~d eng~ging in personal ""work.
He brings his experience to the classroom of the College, passing it along to the students there. He has been with Pepperdine since

~

1946.
7. J. M. McCaleb, Lecturer in Oriental Missions, Emeritus: Brother ·McCaleb gave his life to spreading the Word in Japan and
throughout th~ Orient. In his declining years he returned to the United States ond took up residence in Los Angeles where he chose
to pass along his life's heritage, gleaned from faithful service in the fie ld, to the students of Pepperdine College. Foiling health has
·
forced him from active work, but his influence lives on.
8. E. W. McMillon, Visiting Professor of New Testament Literature: Brother McMillan hos been Head of the Bible Deportment of
Abilene Christian College, President of lboroki Christian College, and President of..;. Southwestern Christian College. He will join the
· Religion Faculty ot Pepperdine in September.
._,
,
9. Michio Nagai, Lecturer in .[teligion and New Testament Greek: Brother Nagai did undergraduate work at Abilene Christian College
and tompleted his degree at Pepperdine. · He is working toward his Maste.r's degree at Pepperdine while teaching religion. He has been
with the College since 1949.
10. · Wade Ruby : Brother Ruby has had many years' of experience os a gospel preacher in California. He has been on the Faculty
of P<! pperdine College since 1937.
The College was founded in 1937 by Brother George Pepperdine. He invested his entire life's earnings that a Christian college might be
established on the growing and expanding West Coast. His work has been fruitful and today the Religion Department of the College stands
os a vital foetor in the growth of Christianity, not only in Califor nio; but the world.

1121 WEST 79TH STREET
HUGH M. TINER, President
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[ $3.00 Per Year in Advance

National Weel{ly, World-Wide in Mission, Definite- In Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Under Pres·ent Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The . Lord Knoweth
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)
-

W. M. DAVIS
The Gi>spel of GOO
Peter writes, "For the time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God: and if it first begin with us,
what shall the end -be of them that obey not the gospel of
God?" ( 1 Pe er 4: 17). Gospel of God here means the .gospel
of Christ, God sent his Son into the world to suffer and
die .for the sins of men; to be buried and raised. from the
dead, to ascend into heaven to become King of kings and
Lord of lords. This is the gospel of Christ or the gospel of
God.
" Gospel" m eans gooo news. "Gospel of Christ" means good
news of Christ. Christ dying for the sins of the whole world
is good news. His being raised from the dead is more good
news. His resurrection gives assurance of a universal resurrection. His ascension to heaven to intercede for us as our
Mediator and Advocate is more go<Xl n ews. So the gospel of
Christ signifies a lot of good news.
Before it is personally good news to anyone, it must be
received in faith, and its commandments obeyed. It may be
contended that the only condition of salvation revealed in
the gospel is faith-"it is the . power .of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth" (Rom. 1 : 16). But Peter
says, "What shall the end be of them that obey not the
gospel of God?" He does not ask what will be the end of
them that do not believe it. And the apostle Paul says, "And
to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2
Thess. 1: 7, 8). In these two passages of scripture we learn
that the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation
only when it is obeyed.
Concerning this gospel, as to its source, it is the gospel
or Goo; as to its channel, it is the gospel of Christ (Rom.
1:16). As to its purpose, it is the gospel of salvation (Eph.
1:13). As to its nature, it is the gospel of the grace of
God (Acts 20:24 ).
- Simplicity of the GQspel
A great many people say the gospel is a mystery. What is
wrong with people who say the gospel cannot be understood?
Paul says, "But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that
are lost: in whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
unto them" ( 2 Cor. 4:3, 4). The god of this world is a substitute for the God of heaven. The world is full of them.

Anything that gets between man and God, and obscures the
truth, is a goo of this world.
The gospel of Chr!st, which is the power of God unt<?
salvation, in its practical aspects is simple. This was demonstrated on the day of Pentecost when it was first preached.
Three tho~sand people, who were not familiar with the gospel,' heard it one time and obeyed it. It was certainly plain
to them .
The gospel must have been simple to the people of Samaria. They had no knowledge Qf it when Philip went to
that city and preached Christ unto them . T)ley believed
P~ilip's preaching and were baptized. The Ethiopian eunuch
was confused as to the meaning of the fifty-third chapter
of Isaiah, and requested Philip to explain it to- him. Philip
commenced at the same scripture, and preached unto him
Jesus. The eunuch forthwith requested baptism. The gospel
must be something simple when the unmfor med can hea_r
it one time and learn enough about it to obey it and be
saved. We repeat with emphasis, that the gospel in its application to man is something simple ..
58 4 2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

God's Generosity
Hoyt Bailey
The memory selection suggested for our lesson is that
given by Jesus Christ in which he says: "But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, ·and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33). And the lesson text says: "For the kingdom of h eaven is like unto a
man that is an householder, which went out early in the
morning to hire laborers into his vineyard. And when he had
agreed with the laborers for a penny a day, he sent them
into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour,
and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said
unto them: Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever -is
right I will give you. And they went their way. Again he
went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.
And about the · eleventh hour h e went out and found otherl!l
standing idle and saith unto them: Why stand ye here
all the day idle? They say unto him , Becaus no man hath
hired us. He salth unto them, Go ye also into the vin&yard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. So when
even was come, the Lord of the vineyard saith unto his
steward: Call the laborers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And when they came that
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were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man
a penny. Bsut when the first came, they supposed that they
should have received more; and they likewise received every
man a penny. And when they had received it, they murmured
against the goodman of the house, saying, These last have
wrought but one hour, and thou has made .them equal unto
us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. But
he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no
wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? Take
that thine is, ·a nd go thy way: I will give unto this last,
even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will
with mine own? Is thine eye evil, , because I am good? So the
last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called,
but few chosen" (Matt. 20:1-16).
We note that "an householder" was the head of a family.
"A penny" was a "shilling," or a silver Roman coin called
"the denarius." "The marketplace" was the place where
men and masters met for bargaining, and the "steward" was
the one who served as manager or ·overseer of the work. He
· was the agent who acted for the householder.
Jesus said: · "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man
that is a householder"; that is, some of the things which
happen in the kingdom of heaven are parallel to the case of
the householder. The kingdom of heaven is the church of
Christ. This parable is closely connected with our Lord's remarks in describing the rewards of the kingdom, and it may
have been intended to convey a mild rebuke, or at least a
gentle warning to Peter who had· asked, "What then shall
we have?" This parable should be held in strict connection
with the circumstances in ' which it was originally spoken.
When the rich young man turned away sorrowful, our Lord,
sympathizing with the severity of his temptation, said, "Verily
I say unto you, That · a rich ·man shall hardly enter into the
kingdom of heaven." Peter, seeing that he appreciated the
difficulty of giving up property and detaching one's self
from the world, suggests that those who overcome that difficulty are peculiarly meritorious. Peter says: "Behold, we
have left all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?" But in so speaking, Peter revealed precisely that disposition which most thoroughly vitiates all service for Christ
-the disposition to bargain, to work for a clearly defined
r.eward, and not for the sake of the work itself, and in generous faith in the justice and liberality ·Of the master. It is
obvious that the parable <;lirects attention to the fact that in
estimating the value of work, we must take into consideration, not only the time we have spent upon it or the amount
accomplished, but the motive that has entered into it. An hour·
of trustful, loving service is of greater value to God than a
lifetime of calculating jndustry and self-deceiving zeal. God
regards the unnoticed worker, who feels he is doing little,
the one who regrets that he cannot do more, but who is as·s ured that the Master he serves is well worth serving.
The Jews divided the days into twelve equal parts; The
day in Palestine at longest consisted of fourteen European
hours and twelve minutes, and at shortest, of nine hours and
forty-eight minutes, so that the difference between the longest and shortest division of the so-called Jewish "hour" was
twenty-two minutes. It is usual · to consider the Hebrew day
as lasting from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.; the sixth hour corresponding to our noon, the first hour being 7 o'clock and the third
9 a.m. The four periods mentioned in the parable are quarters of the working day, in which a proportional par·t of
the day's wages might be earned.
Let us note the general scope of this parable, and not lay
too much stress upon details. The explanation of this difficult parable has greatly exercised the minds of commentators in all ages of the church. Two brief expositions are here
presented for consideration. The first considers it .as of individual application-the call of God coming to the soul at
different ages of life. Thus the householder is God, the·
marketplace the world, the vineyard the church, the labor-
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ers are men who have to do their w·~rk therein, the steward
is Christ, who superintends and rewards the faithful workers. The hours of the day represent the various periods of
men's life in which they hear the gospel and are converted
to Jesus Christ. Some, at the first hour-so soon as they
reach the age of accountability, some at the third hour-before youth passes, others at mid-day, in full maturity; others
at the ninth hour when old age is creeping on them; and
·lastly others obey the call only at the eleventh hour, when
they are fast approaching d.eath. And all who have labored at
all without regard to the length <if service, receive eternal
life, which in a general sense is the same for al~.
The other exposition of the parable allows the proper importance to be given to the details of the parable. The only
one that does this is that which gives a national, not simply
•an individual, bearing to the parable. According to this exposition, it applies to the calling of the Jews and the Gentiles, though there are still particulars which do not entirely
or without some violence suit the application. The "penny"
which all receive is the favor of God, the privileges that
cro~n and reward the citizens of his kingdom. God's ancient
people were first called to work in his vineyard. The various
hours of the day cannot be accurately explained. Many follow Gregory in defining the first hour as extending from
Adam to Noah, the third from Noah to Abraham, the sixth
from Abraham to Moses, the ninth from Moses to the coming
of Christ, the eleventh from the coming of Christ to the end
of the world. During all the day, up to the eleventh hour,
the call was confined to the Jews and their ·progenitors;
in the eleventh hour the Gentiles are called, and, accepting
the call, receive the same privileges as the Jews.
I't is better to forego attempts to interpret the various .
hours and the various sets of laborers definitely, except to
. observe that the first called, with whom a covenant was
made, plainly represents the Jews,' the people called under
the covenant of works, who were to be rewarded according
to their service; the other workers are not paid stipulated
wages; tliey receive reward of grace in accordance with
God's appointment. That the Jews murmured at the admis.sion of the Gentiles into the kingdom of God and the Father's favor, we are taught in many pla·ces. In Acts 13:46,
47, the Jews are filled with envy that the word should be
spoken to and accepted by the heathen. From 1 Thess. 2:
16, we learn that the Jews forbade Paul and his fellow-apostles "to speak to the Gentiles, that they might be saved."
Our Lord looked forward to and prepa.red his discipl,es
for this envious and ungenerous behavior, .as he continually
taught that the gospel is for all men everywhere, confined to
no people or country, but is to be made as accessible as the
air of heaven or the light of the sun. These Gentiles are the
last in time, but by their willing service and obedience in the
faith are made first; while God's ancient people, once the
first, became, by their jealousy and hatred of others, the last.
This momentous change in the relation of the peculiar people to the rest of the world was thus foretold and prepared
for. Though virtually all the Jews were called, yet but a sm~J-ll
remnant will accept the gospel. ·
There is work to be done in winning the . world tor
Ch-rist, aild in training the church that its fruit may be
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quires laborers. Christ's servants are not to be satisfied with
merely receiving his grace, because his grace is given :t;or
the express purpose of its being used in. his service. Christ
calls individools that they may serve him. The Jews believed tbemselves· secure in rejecting Christ. Tliey overlooked
the conditions of their promises. They missed the lessons of
their history. They filled up the measure of their iniquity
in rejecting Christ. The Jews rejected Christ in person, and
they rejected his gospel offer of salvation. Christ rejected
the Jews after their rejection of him.
Every child of God should consider the lesson of the
marketplace. God is ready for every sinner regardless of .his
age or station in life to be converted from sin to his service. Everyone who enters the Lord's service should do so
with the consciousness that he must grow into a useful
·servant. Those who continue to stand idle respecting spiritual things are not doing so because there is not plenty of
work in the Lord's church or vineyard. The gospel of Christ
continues to call men into the service of Christ,_ but men.
will not heed the call. The loud nois·e and bustle of the
world drown the call of the gospel. Men's deafness to the
gospel is wilful; though the call comes again and aga,_in,
they will not heed. It often happens that the gospel call
is unheeded to the end. _However, in some instances, the
thoughtless a.re roused to repentance. Yet, alas! even in socalled Christian countries there are many millions who are
brought up among evil surroundings, in all the misery of
godless training and wicked examples, without instruction
in righteousness, and without appropriating the means provided in God's grace for salvation, of whom, if they were
· asked why they are not serving God, they might reply:
''No man hath hired us." Though the householder calls, he
calls by means of those who are to serve him. God did not
call individuals to be saved apart from Christ .All are taught
to believe in Christ or perish. Those who reject Christ cannot be saved, but they will die in their sins (Jno. 8 : 21-24).
Those who die in their sins cannot go where Jesus is. Christ
chose men, the apostles, to begin the preaching of his gospel ·a fter his chur ch was established. But the apostles were ·
only servaats to bear the words of salvation to the lost of
earth. Th~ir being saved was always conditioned upon their
obedience to the gospel of Christ. None can hope to be saved
now who reject ·the gospel.
Christ is the Steward, as a ·son over his own house (Heb.
3:6). All power is given unto Christ, and it is Christ who
will say to the redeemed: "Come, ye blessed of my Father;
inherit the kingdom prepared for you." All the blessed of God
will be admitted into his home for the blessed. That vision
of love and glory will fill every heart with unutterable gladness; the saints will be changed into the same image from
glory to glory, drawn even nearer, received into an evercloser nearness, and ever-deepening blessedness, increasing in
proportion to the powers, the .love, the fervor, the devotion
of each glorified spirit, All the faithful ones will receive the·
blessed promise--eternal life.
Irving, Texas.

·I Don't Want To Be A Pastor!
Bob Craig
We hear much nowadays accusing preachers of acting as
pastors. The "pastor" system, it is called. In many cases we
fi-nd this to be a just accusation. Some preachers among us
seemingly "desire the office of a bishop (pastor)." My reason for saying this is because of their attitude toward the
selection of elders (pastors). They try all the old schemes,
and devise some new ones, to get out of selecting elders.
Many and long have been the controversies concerning the
eldership and far be it from me to introduce the subject
again, but there are some things we need to think about in
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connection with the eldership; and in considering those
things we will see why a church needs pastors and not a
pastor; and why so many congregations are using a _preacher
as a pastor.
1. The scriptural organization of the church of the Lord
is elders a:nd deacons; that is, as far as officers are con-.
cerned.
2. The Lord intended for the church to have some kina
of leadership and that leadership was to be in the form of
elders. "Feed the church of the Lord" (Acts 20:28). "Taking the oversight thereof" ( 1 Peter 5: 2).
3. The church without elders is as a flock of sheep without a shepherd.
4. Without elders we have no one "to watch for our
souls" (He b. 13:17) ,' for this is the obligation of the elders.
5. The Lord gave a perfect set of qualifications for the
eldership. No man can live up to them perfectly, unless he
is a perfect man. I have heard men say, "I can disqualify
any man you suggest for the eldership." This is a wrong attitude, first of all, but secondly we need to think a little
about the situation. The Lord also gave a perfect law ·for
Christia>ns to live b?' (Jas. 1:25). What one of us lives up
to the law perfectly? (1 John 1:8-10). So, "I can disqualify
men and women for Christianity just as fast as you may call
their names." Does that mean there can be no Christians?
6. The church o~ the first century had elders in just a
little while; why. can't we?

Article after article has been written in connection with .
the_ eldership on qualifications, duties, number of wives, number of children, married or single, etc., but I think it is time
we, as preachers, and the membership of the church as a
whole, were a little more fully instructed in the ·duties and
"works of an evangelist." Many preachers, ignorantly or wilfully, are doing the work of elders. Many of them are young,
inexperienced, unmarried, childless; but the people are willing to accept them to do the work of elders. Make a "pastor"
out of them. Why do we draw su'Ch a strict line with whom
we can use in the settled men of the c,ongregation and have
NO line drawn at all when it comes to turning everything
over to the young preacher, or the old one either, as the case
may be? Many people have the idea that the preacher is the
one "who watches in behalf of our souls." Or that the preacher should have the oversight of the congregation, its teaching program, 'its evangelistic program, its building program;
just about everything under the sun is turned over to the
preacher, regardl!;!ss of his qualifications and regardless of
the fact that they are creating, aiding and abetting, "the
pastor system."
Preachers are at fault as much as anyone else. They are
afraid to preach on the subject. Afraid someone will think
they are trying to get out of something. Afraid they'll displease ~omeone. It seems to me like preachers are going
more and more to the idea that they must please everyone,
and in so doing are straying from the Scriptures and are
not pleasing God. "Shall we please God or man?" Many
preachers are willing to accept these responsibilities; in fact,
in many instances, the preacher seeks after this kind ef authority, and sometimes even takes it from others, who are
probably more fitted for it. I find preachers who are ready,
willing, and anxious to plan every step in the church program and then, personally carry it through to completion,
or sometimes, failure . They become the counselor for the
young people, for the old, for those who need a psychiatrist.
for those who have marriage difficulties, for the care of babies and the raising of children; they become errand boys,
taxi drivers for the members, housekeepers, yard tenders,,
hand holders; they do all the pr.eaching, the teaching, make
all the contacts, do all the visiting of the sick, the err~ng
members, the new-born babes in Christ, those who are not
members; they become the publicity department of the church
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and the public relations• man, etc. Many are the preachers
among us who are anxious to do all these things. There are
several objections to this:
First : there is no man under the sun who has the wisdom
or the ability to be and do all the suggested things. Now, perhaps you know one. I don't. Second: i.t is detrimental to the
congregation for which you labor. It is taking the work that
should be theirs. It destroys the very s tructure upon which
the church is built; that is, that the members, a ll working
together, go to make up the perfect body of Christ. Third :
all of those things are n ot t he "work of the evangelist" in
t he first place.
Well, you may be thinking, if he doesn't like what he's
doing or what h e's called on to do, why doesn't he get out
of it? That wouldn 't solve what I'm talking about. We have
a situation in the chur ch es of our L ord th at n eeds to be rem..edied. Preach er s need to start doing what th ey're supposed
tf:() d11, preaching the gospel, and let the elders and the memThers of the congregation start doing what they're supposed
··to. Preach ers need to quit hind ering the selection of elders
with every silly little whim they may think of. \ They need
; to start h elping in the selection, instead of holding back in
ttlul selection of good men to the eldership. Now don't get
·the ld ea that I think we ought to select any and all kinds
of men as elders. That isn't what I believe, neither do I
advocate any such thing. But a lot of men are idle; good
men, hig hl y qualified men, not perfect, but highly qualified
men, because we have a g roup of preachers who evidently
don't want elders. They "desire the office" for themselves.
Nlow a s long as I am working in my present capacity, that
of a gospel preacher, I do not want the duties of an elder
thrust up"o n m e. There are several reasons and they have
already been suggested. I a m not wise enough, by myself, to
decide what is best for a · congregation of people. I can
help. I can advise. But my · wisdom alon~ is not liUfficient
to dlirect the affairs of a congregation . Neither ' is my ability
of such nature, whereby I could shoulder that responsibility.
God recognized that there was wisdom and strength (and
safety) in numbers, therefore the Bible teaches a plurality
of elders. I don ' t want to be THE pastor!
But what is the work of an evangelist? We can use the
elimination system to arrive at the answer to that question.
First of all w e need to look into the Bible and find out what
the duties of elders are. We'll find in our search that the
elder is to be the shepherd of the flock (Acts 20:28). He is
to watch for false teachers (Acts 20:31). He is to be a ruler
of the congregation (He b . 13:7). He is to set the proper
example. He is to watch in behalf of our souls (He b . 13:17).
He is to have the oversight (Acts 20:28-1 Peter 5:2). Perhaps other things. But then, what is the duty of the deacon'? Why th e deacon is just what the name implies. He
is a serv a nt. He is to r elieve the elders in any way they
see fit to delegate duties to him. But what are the duties
of the membership as a whole? Right her e anothe; article
c ould be written, but w e 'll notice a f ew of the thin gs the
membership must bedoing: They must t each (Matt. 28:20;
Heb. 5: 12) . They must set a proper example (Matt. 5:16;
2 Peter 3:.11-14). They must bea r one another's burdens
(Gal. 6:2) . Th ey must pray. one for the other (Jas. 5:16).
They must feed the . l).ungry, give drink to the thirsty, care
for strangers , clothe the naked, visit the sick, care for the
persecute d saints i.n prison (Matt. 25). They must care for
the orphans and widows. (This -is directed to the individual,
not the church as a whole. Please read the scripture: Jas.
1:27). Perhaps other things. What then, are the duties, the
work of an evangelist? Read all of 1 and 2 Timothy. There
we have instructions to the preacher (2 Tim. 2 : 11). the man
of God ( 2 Tim. 3:17), the servant of the Lor4 ( 2 Tim. 2:24),
the minister or Jesus Christ ( 1 Tim. 4:6), the evangelist
( 2 Tim. 4: 1-5). All these terms are used in reference to the
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same person. And that person is what is commonly called
the preacher today. You will notice that the specific job of
the preacher, the evangelist, . is to preach the word. Paul
tells Timothy to give himself to study, to meditation, to
preach ing. His preaching is to include reproving, rebuking,
and exhortation. He is to preach the word, the truth, the
gospel.
Go back and study the Scriptures given. When we boil it
a ll down and come to the proper conclusion, the preacher's
definite task, consists ONLY of preaching the word . Preach- ,
ing, of course, incl ud es the prepa ration that n ecessarily g oes
with it. When · we sugges t that a preacher's work is only to
preach, we are not suggesting just a Sunday job. Not by
any means. We are to preach as we have opport unity a nd
we need to be helpful in the making of opportunities. When
a preacher is preaching as he should, h e has a full-time job;
a full-time responsibility. We r emember that even the apostles taugh t that th eir most important wo~:k was preaching.
There were oth ers just as able, or perhaps more so, to
serve tables, or to do the meni a l tasks preachers a r e sometimes called on to perfo rm.
Preacher friends, let;s g ive th e r esponsibility of ea ch individu a l m e mber back to him. Let's let the elders do what
they're fitted an-d selected for. Let's let th e deacons take
care uf whatever the elders have in mind for th em. Let's
' insist more strongly than ever that every individual Christian accept his part of the responsibility for the carrying on
of the work of the Lord. Let's not usurp authority that God
has not g iven us. Let's not take the jobs that will relieve
people who are able to do those jobs.
Let me mak e this c-!ear. I am not saying that the preacher
is not supposed to v isit the sick, clothe th e naked, feed the
hungry, provide for the orphans and widows. He has exactly
the same responsibility toward them that everyone else in
• the congregation h as. But you haven't hired him to do those
things. He does them because he's a Christian. The same reaFor the same reason you should be doing them also.
Elders, d eacons, m em bers, don't allow your preacher to
spend his time in doing all the tasks you can perhaps perform be tter than h e. Put him to work preaching the gospel.
That's his job and if he does it like he should, that's all
he'll have tim e for. Souls are being lost because the preacher
doesn't have time to preach to them. Opportunities are being
by-passed because the preacher is trying to do the elders'
work; being a pastor. Let's all learn what the Lord expects
of us, what our job is, what we're fitted for, and then with
the qualifications we have let's all b.e gin to work together
to get that great job done. "Behold the field is already white
unto harvest, but the la borers indeed are few."
Bay City, Texas.

New Policy In Children's Home
ARTICLE ONE

F. E. Hayes
One d ay befo r e Christmas the little daughter of a famous
American novelist was taking a Cjlr ride with he: mother.
They passed by a large orphan home.
"That's a place where little girls and boys live who . haven't
any fath er;; and mothers," the mother said. "Would you like
to go some day and see ·"them and take them something nice
for their Christmas? "
The little girl looked hard at the building and the few
children playing outside in the cold. "Yes, I'd like to do
that," she said.
"What would you like to take them?" her mother asked.
The lit~le girl pursed her mouth and saiq, thoughtfully:
"I think I'd like to take them some fathers and mothers."
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For several generations, Christian parents have helped
support children's homes operated by Christians. They have
been generous. The homes have expanded. But a chance to
do greater service has been pointed out recently in an article
in the Tipton, Oklahoma, B:oine Messenger.
On the back cover of the paper, the management requests
volunteer homes for foster care of children . Superintendent
Byron Fullerton asks: "How many Christian homes could
and would take a child or children?"
It has not been clear to Christian homes that they could
find a child to whom they might give care, right in their
own Christian orphan homes. Now Brother Fullerton, in an
admirable. statement, explains that the homes are in position
to provide such children and that doing so will serve two
purposes: one, giving real homes to deserving children, and,

A.C.C. Graduate To Go To France
Brother Qlaxton E. Wilson, a 1952 mid-term graduate of
Abilene Christian College, has agreed to go to France to
a~sist the workers already on that field, and he hopes to
sail about the middle of September with the Maurice Hall
Family. Brother Wilson is
3 2 years old, and has a
wife and two small children, six and three years
old. He has been preaching
since graduation, for the
church at Woodson, Texas.
This decision came so
suddenly• that there has
. not been time for anyone
to • arrange all the practical details of such a move,
and the Broadway congregation
in
Houston,
which is responsible for
Brother Melvin Anderson's
support in the north of
France, is trying to help
this young man all it can.
His needs are threefold in
nature:
1
C. E . Wilson and Family
1. A congregation here
in the states to be responsible for him, and to assist by assuming responsibility with the French government.
2. Emergency support during the interim period from
June 1 to September 15 . (This should be at least $300.00 permonth, and although Broadway is very heavily burdened, it
will provide $100.00 per month of this amount until September 15).
3. Permanent support after he reaches France, ai:ld funds
to get him, his famiJ..¥, and his household goods on the fieta.
The Broadway congregation will be glad to send a representative to discuss the practical problems 'nvolved with any
congregation that would be interested in assuming responsibility for Brother Wilson's work ilil France, since we are familiar with many of the problems. We will also be happy to
do all we can to assist any such congregation in any way possible either before or after Brother Wilso'B. sails.
Any congregation or individual wishing to assist Brother
Wilson in the matter of support during this interim period
may send funds direct to him, at Woodson, Texas, for the
time being, or since · he may move from that place before
many weeks, they may address such funds in our care, and
we will see that same are transmitted to him.-c. W. Whitaker, R. B. Deason, Paul Durham, T. B. Step.henson, Noble
Wil!iams, Elders; James B. Scott, Minister, Broadway Church
of Christ, 2414 Broadway Boulevard, Houston 12, Texas.
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two, making room for others wbo are pleading for admission
)nto the institution.
What makes his plea especially poignant to those who
know both sides of the story is that there are actually more
Christian parents wanting such children than there are ell:i.l.dren to provide. We have on one side hundreds of Christiano.
homes anxious to care for children . On the other side· we,
have Christian children's homes eager to supply them, The.
problem is to get them together.
It is a more acute problem DOW than ever before. Dependent children of today are different from those cared for
fifty and one hundred years ago . In the past, many needy
children were really orphans. Now only a small percent a~e.
They are, instead, the confused and heartsick products of
broken homes. Their parents fought. The children lost.
The actual orphan · many times could remember the se. curity and love of a normal home. His parents, loving each
other and him, were emotionally stable. Despite their death,
he knew bow to trust adults.
But todaY''s dependents, puzzled by the tensions of a
broken home, .present a more touching ·picture. They have
lost faith in adults. They need a medicine wbieb only individual love and attention can fully provide.
The management of Tipton Home believes that a Christian
institution is far better for these children than a wrecked
home which no .longer wants them. But it knows that a good
Christian, private home is a better place than the best institution on earth. Modern authorities on child welfare agree.
Some have w·ondered whether we might so decrease our
children in the homes that it would make it unprofitable to
maintat_n the homes any longer. On that point, W. B. Richter, Superintendent of T-ennessee Orphan Home, says: "We
are continually receiving requests to help more children, but
until more room is provided we are helpless to take ·them."
This means, brethren, that as quickly as we can place all
suitable children in the private Christian homes, we can
open the door to hundreds of others who need our help. It
takes little thought to see what that means: twice as many
children- getting the love and care they need, twice as many
children getting Bible training from Christians.
This is a task that cannot be taken care of by writing
checks and sending groceries and clothes. This need is too
deep to be filled from the deepest pocket. Only the Christian
heart, hungry to share its blessings, can meet this challenge.
Brethren, our homes are ready as never before to help
Christian parents find children. We know that hundreds of
frust1'ated. Christian parents are looking for them. Let's get
these two groups together-for the glory of God.

Claiborne To Florida Christian College
James R. Cope
Winford Caliborne, native of Portland, Tennessee, will
join the teaching forces of Florida Christian College in September. His work will be primarily in the field of Christian
Evidences. Brother Cla!borne is a graduate of Fread-Hardeman College and holqs both B.A. . and M.A. degrees from Murray State College. For three years he taught in the high school
at Benton, KentuC'ky, and in Georgia Christian Institute for
one year. He began teaching in 1943, and bas worked with
churches in Niles, Michig:;tn, and Lynn Grove, Kentucky.
His latest work has been with the Dasher church, near Valdosta, Georgia.
We believe that the addition of Brother Claiborne to our
faculty is a definite asset to the work Florida Christian College seeks to do. His particular interest lies in the field
wherein be will teach. His coming our way is but another
step in making Florida Christian College a genuine "friend
to youth."

•
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Studies In Galatians (No.. 15)
R.C.Bell
"'.If ye bite and· devout one another, take heed that ye be
:rno't consumed one of another" ( 5: 15). The Galatians had
•ceased "running well" and were biting and devouring each
•other as a result, apparently, of their having "fallen away
:.trom grace" into legalism. Paul, who knew from his own
tna:st how loveless,- bitter, -an-d cruel the legalistic mind could
be, and who wrote, "The power of sin is the law" (1 Cor.
16:56), warned, "Take heed that ye be not consumed one
_ of another"; and advised, "Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh." This declension of the Galatians refutes the · theory that' the -addition of the legal
principle increases the power of the gospel to make superior
Christians.
The Galatian Heresy

As an antidote for a righteousness of their own according to the la~ unto which the Galatians were sinking, Paul
prescribes in this epistle pure, complete Christianity, which
comes to a climax and _focus "in the power of the · Holy
Spirit." God the · Father planned Christianity before the
foundation of the world, and worked toward its realization
some 4000 years after he created Adam, befo~·e God the Son
became man in order to add the human element; after this,
God tbe Spirit, fulfiling Christ's promise to his i!postle, "Ye
shall receive power, when the- Holy Spirit is come upon you"
(Acts 1:8), with a burst of power on Pentecost brought it
to perfection as the divine instrument redemption. Christianity· is, therefore, the grand total of the combined workings
of God in these three aspects. God is for, Christ is wit-h (Immanuel) , and the Spirit is in Christians.
God the Spirit through Peter on Pentecost preached perteet Christianity for the first time, promising pardon and that
he himself would dwell in Christians as his temple. Under
Paul's preaching, the Galatians accepted this sa.me Christianity in its entirety, but were persuaded later that they did
not need it all. Consequently, they substituted a dead religion of the flesh .for the spi.-itual, crucial. crowning part
of living Christianity. Christianity thus devitalized and shorn
-<>f its power to save men from the practice · of sin is not
the religion that God created. It is the fatally perverted gospel that aroused Paul to his depths and led · him, "being
movea by the Holy Spirit," to write a dateless, "living and
a c tive" book, which could ble_ss all men for all time.
It is significant that Paul, who had led the Galatians out
of heathenism into Christianity, nowhere in this book feels
the need to prove that Christians possess the Holy Spirit,
but takes for grante-d that the Galatians knew the Spirit
indwelt them. In · 3:2, he asks, "Received ye the Spirit by
the · works of law, or by the hearing of faith?" In 4:6, he
reminds them that "God sent forth the Spirit of his · Son
into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.." Now, in 5:18, he adm onishes, "If (since) ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not
under the law," and closes the chapter with, "If we live by
the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk ." Paul could not
see how the Galatians, who still believe-d that in Christianity
justification· was graciously given, could be, concerning their
sanctification, so foolish and inconsistent as to supplant the
climactic, character-forming portion of Christianity, in which
God personally contacts, vitalizes and renews man's fallen
spirit, with the ~·weak and beggarly" fleshly religion of
human merit.
What wonder that Paul is "again in travail'' for his Galatians? They must be saved. from deadly heresY:! He insists
that Christianity, being _ an indivisible, must be accepted
either all, or none; that to think they do not nee-d in their
stern struggle against "the · flesh" to be "strengthened with
power through his Spirit in the inward man" (Eph. 3:.16),
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is to challenge the wisdom and integrity of God, who fashioned
Christianity; and that to refuse the deep, inner workings
of the Spirit is to counteract the whole of Christianity.
Does Paul really teach all this? It behooves us, by reading the Bible honestly, to find _o u,t. It will be well, if new
wine bursts old skins. But we do not understand everything ..
Are we required to do so? Will Christianity :fail to work unless we know all of its infinite workings! When we understand
how Satan works in man 's flesh, probably we can understand
bette1• h()W the Holy Spirit, without overriding man's will
and depersonalizing him, works · in his spirit.
Flesh Versus Spirit

Having discussed uncharitableness as one way of abusing
Christian liberty, Paul procee-ds in the last of Gal. 5 to discuss uncleanliness as another way. "The flesh" is not merely
the human body. Bodiless angels have committed some of the
sins listed here in Paul's "works of 'the flesh." As Adam,
before he sinned, and Christ prove, flesh itself is not sinful.
Satan makes his attack on men through their flesh. When
they yield, he makes the flesh the seat of further operations 'gainst the whole man, ;'spirit and soul and body."
"The flesh" is man's fallen, sub-human nature, with its inbred · sin. In-d ividual man, with his nature maimed and his
flesh already invaded by the enemy, is doomed in this unequal struggle unless he gets divine support. And Christianity,
all of it, is this imperative divine support. Blind and foolish
indeed, ignorant of himself, of Satan, and of God, is he who
dares this warfare without putting "on ~he whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the w-i les of the
devil" (Eph. 6:11).
The responsibility of Christians is to make the ideal crucifixion of their flesh a reality in their lives. They are not
promised exemption from temptations of the flesh, but that,
seeing they are not UJ!der law, but grace, superhuman aid
shall be supplied according to their nee-d (See 1 Cor. 10:
13), thus assuring victory over "the flesh." Probably, if we
Christians could but realize how miserably we fail to live
up to Christian standards, we would not be flesh-sufficient
and self-righteous. When we realize what it means really to
love our brethren as ourselves and to fulfil the lofty requirements of love as defined by Christ, Paul and John;
realize how unruly our tongues, how envious (not to mention our secret joy at the setback of a rival) of the success
of ,others, how touchy of our "rights," reputation and position; and realize, finally, how self-centered we actually are,
lifted up when praised and honored, cast down when slighted
and set aside, and how little we really love and care for
·o thers. When we rea-lize that all of this, and more, is of the
flesh, whi-ch is ideally dead, is it not time to ask ourselves
whether or not we have "fallen away from grace" into the
flesh and legalism, trying to lift ourselves by our own boot
, straps.

Books That Should-Be in Every Home
Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ----- --- ----------------- 2.SO
The Bible, Book by Book, by J. B. Tidwell, giving Analyses, Outlines and Notes on every book of the
Bible. A popular guide. to Bible study in S8condary
schools and c_olleges --- --------- ------------ 2.50
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars -------- 2S.OO
Commentary on Matthew and Mark
by J. W. McGarvey --------------.- ----- ----- 3.00
Handfuls on Purpose, an immense fund of expository
outlines, select Bible readings, short scripture
studies, etc., 13 volumes ____________ ____ _____ 30.00
FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISl:liNG HOUSE
Austin, Texa8
Box 7'1
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What Does The Bible SayJ
An Eloquent Preaehel' Mistaken About Baptism
Many God-fearing, Bible-believing persons have been mistaken about baptism. One of the first of these was Apoiios
of Alexandria. He was an eloquent man, a man mighty in the
Scriptures. Also he was "instructed in the way of the Lord,"
and was "fervent in the spirit." He "spoke and taught diligently the things of the Lord," but he was mistaken about
baptism (Acts 18:25).
He knew only the baptism of _John the baptizer, and had
not learned of the baptism into Christ. Paul explains that
John baptized "with a baptism of repentance" telling the
people that they should believe on the one who was to come after Joh]l; that is, "on Christ Jesus." Apollos was living up
to the best light that he had. He was telling people to be
baptized, but he didn't know the baptism into Christ "unt(}
the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38), : 'into the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:
19).
'
He and thooe whom he taught in Ephesus had been im_.
mersed or baptized, but without a proper understanding of
the act. Their immersion had not been "into the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." What
should they do? What should honest believers in Christ do
tooay when they find out that they have not completely conformed to the teaching of Christ in this regard? Should
ApoUos become offended when Aquila and Priscilla bring

B. L. WHITE PLANS TO PREACH IN
NOR~T;

NEEDS li.ELP

Claude A. Guild
Brother B. L. White, evangelist, plans to move to Portland, Oregon, to the· Southeast congregation. This congregation is young and small, however, they are willing to support Brother White with a place to live and fifty dollars a
week. He needs more support than this.
We would like to find a church that ' would be willing to
- do some missionary work. Brother White is a sound and able
gospel preacher. Brother A. !}. Hobbs recently conducted a
meeting with the Southeast congregation, and recommends it
wholeheartedly.
There are 750,000 people in the greater Portland area,
and only five small congregations. Please take an interest in
this worthy work and able man, at least to the extent of
$100 a month. ,
Write Brother White, 1503 N. E. 37th Street, Fort worth,
Texas, or the Church of Christ in Riverside, 2701 E. Belknap -Street, Fort Worth, Texas.
CATHOLIO BISHOP IN SAARBRUECKEN
SPEAKS OUT AGAINST RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
Otis Gatewood
A few weeks ago we announced to the brotherhood that
oor broadcast on Radio Saarbruecken had been stopped
through the influence of the Catholic church. We thought
for a. time that perhaps through government channels in
Saarland that we would be able to continue with our broadcast. But now that is hopeless. The government officials have
ba_cked the Catholic churcll in stopping our program.
A short time ago I received a very nice letter from one
of The radio officials who has been helping us. He told about

Q Q Q

Page Seven

-M. Norvel Young

this matter to his attention? Should he shrug his shoulders
and say that "baptism doesn't make any differe_n ce -anyway?"
Of course not. Aquila and Priscilla took him aside and
"taught him the way of the Lord more perfectly." He accepted their teaching humbly. Later Paul taught twelve
disciples at Ephesus who had learned only "John's baptism"
and they "were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus"
(Acts 19 : 5 ) .
It is just that simple. Study the book of Acts closely and
see if you have obeyed the command to believers in Christ
to "repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins . . ." (Acts 2:38) .
Goodspeed translates the last phrase "in order to have your
sins forgiven.'·' If you have not done this then don't hesitate
to make sure that you have obeyed
Lord in this res~
Baptism is not -a church ordinance or command. It is a command of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a personal matter. Who
baptizes you is not important, but the important thing is
that you are "buried With him by baptism iBtO death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we should walk in newness of life. For
if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection .. .'' (Rom.
6:4, 5).
If you are not certain you have been scripturally baptized,
we urge you to follow the example of Apollos and the twelve
disciples at Ephesus who were immersed the second time to
be sure that they did exactly what Jesus wanted done. Any
command of Jesus is important.

the

a conversation with a Catholic bishop that ts quite revealing
about the · way the Catholic church feels about religious
freedom. Some of the letter reads as follows:
"I had a long conversation in the presence of the secretary general of Radio Saarbruecken with the Catholic bishop. Just to see the reaction I said to the bishop
that your feature would continue pretty soon. He was
furious and we had a big del>ate on the topic. He said
that he believed in the truth of the only God and that
he was convinced. that the only way to God was to
go through the Catholic church. And this conviction
obliged them to prevent other religious groups from
aetlon. As a father would control the books he would
give to his children to prevent them from b_a d influence, so he was to intervene that none of his religious
children could be influenced by bad and other than
Catholic influence. He admitted not to have heard any
of your programs but that the Prior of the A-bbey of
Tholey had listened to them and had stamped them as
'balivernes et choses q_u 'il ne faut pas dire' (commonplace and things not to be said).''

There you have it in black and white. The Cathol-ic church,
if they have the power, would deny to all others the right
to worship as they please. Communism is no worse in this
respect. The program that we gave that they objected te so
severely was the "Authority of the Word of God" showing
that we should accept the word of the Lord as authority
in religion. Such preaching is branded as "commonplace
and things not to be said." That is how much respect the
Catholic church has for the Bible. Beware of what will happen in America if the Catholic church gains political power.
With such an attitude it is easy to understand why our
brethren have had so many difficulties in Italy.
Frankfurt a. M., Germany
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FORTY -SEVEN YEAR OLD ARTICLE
WHAT IS BAPTISM?
, There has fallen into my possession a copy of the
"Bible Student" bearing the date of March 1, 1906,
Vol. 3, No. 9, published at Gunter, Texas. The "Bible
Student" was a five-column, 13 em slug, 8 pt. hand
set type, size 13x20 and was published weekly, all of
which goes to indicate plenty of interest and lots of
work. Moreover, the 20 18-inch columns of printed
matter constitute some of the finest essays on· the
great themes of the gospel. A. C. Huff and E. A.
Bedichek were the editors and publishers, with a staff
of four Associate Editors: W. A. Schultz, A. Alsup,
G. A. W. Fleming, U. G. Wilkinson; also four Field
Editors: W. K. Rose, W. P. Skaggs, D. D. Rose, L. M.
Vaughn. Of these ten, only three I believe, linger on
the shores of time. The rest have gone to be with
Christ, which, Paul says, "is very far better." Very
few of the numerous other preachers ·whose names
appear on the Student's pages are still with us. On
page one, appears an article from the pen of the late
Brother J. W. Denton who for ' many years was a contributor to the _F irm Foundation, and whose articles
were always clear, incisive, forceful and convincing
on the great themes of the gospel. Ma~y of our older
readers who knew Brother Denton will find special
pleasure in reading this 47-year-old article on "Baptism,"· which we herewith reproduce:
"Baptism" is a noun; baptize is a verb. Verbs express action; nouns name things; adverbs express
manner or modes.
1
' Baptism," being a noun, is the name of the action
expressed by the verb "baptize." The whole is equal
to the sum of its parts. Hence, the sum of the parts
are equal to the whole. If the verb "baptize" is equivalent to "sprinkle," "pour," and "immerse," then
"sprinkle," "pour," and. "immerse" are equal to "baptize." Hence, "baptized" would stand as the sum of
the whole, while "sprinkle," "pour," and "immerse"
constitute the parts of the whole or sum. It follows,
therefore, that no one could say he was baptized unless he had all the parts that it takes to constitute
, the whole, or baptism. If "baptize," a verb ·of action,
carries with it the idea of sprinkle, pour and immerse,
it follows, then, that one word can convey the idea
of three separate_and distinct acts at the same time;
and while each act differs from the other, yet each
one is right. Any school boy can see the fallacy of
the reasoning. First, there never was a word that conveyed the idea of three distinct acts pertaining to the
same thing, and each act be right.
To illustrate: Here is a Methodist preacher. He has
five converts to baptize. He sprinkles water on two
of them and tells them they are baptized. He pours
water on two of them and tells them they are baptized. He then immerses one of them and tells him he
is baptized. Now look at this thing-look at it straight
in the face. He sprinkled water on two of them, and
told them: "I! baptize you"; hence says: "This is baptism." Next, he pours water on two of them and says:

"I baptize you." All know the last act differs from
the first. If the first act was baptizing, the last act
differs from the first; hence, differs from baptizing.
That which differs from baptizing cannot' be baptizing, can it? You say: "No, of course not." Is not the
act performed the baptizing? You say: "Yes." Did
you pot _perform a different act the second time to
what you did at the first? You must answer, "Yes."
Then if the first act is baptizing, and the second act
differs from it, the seconq act certainly differs from
baptizing·. Again, he immersed one. Was this one baptized?. You say, "Yes." Did not this act differ from
the former acts? All say, "Yes." Then if the last act
is baptizing and the name of it "baptism," how can
you name the former acts "baptism," seeing they
differ from the last act, which is baptizing, and its
na!lle "baptism"?
Again, is sprinkling water, as an act, in obedience
to the command to ''baptize," right? If you say, "No,"
then you ought to quit it; if you s_ay, "Yes," then,
when yon poured water on the two, was that right
and in obedience in the same command to "baptize"?
You say, "Yes." My! Did you not say that sprinkling
was (is) right? "Yes." Then does not "pour" differ
from "sprinkle"? . "Yes." Then does not "pour" differ
from that which you concede to be right? "Yes." Can any act differ from the right and still be the right
act? No one but a lunatic would thus reason. Remember, the baptizing is the act performed. Then when
he sprinkled water on the first and told them they
were baptized, and poured water (a different .act
from the first) on the. second and told them they
were b3ptized, if he told the first the truth, he told the
second that which differed from the truth. That which
differs -from the truth cannot be the truth. Just so
with the third candidate. If he told him the truth when
he told him, "I baptize you," and immersed him, then
he told the others the opposite of the truth when he
said, "I baptize you," and sprinkled or poured water
upon them. God's word is truth. All truth harmonizes.
These acts, supposed to express the idea of God's
word, do not harmonize. Therefore these distinct acts
are not expressions of God's truth.
Jesus says: "Go teach the nations, baptizing them."
I throw down the gauntlet here. The language shows
that in baptizing, you a.re to handle the object to be
baptized and not the element. "He baptized him." The
language shows that he handled the object
"him," ·and not the · element. In sprinkling, the
preacher handles the element and not the object,
hence he does not baptize "him"; he does not touch
him; he does not handle the object; hence does not
baptize at all. Then, what does he do? Answer: He
makes a monkey of himself, a burlesque of common
sense, and violates the laws of language and the command of God.
But the cap-sheaf of foolishness is in the next actpouring. In this they handle neither element nor object, but handle a cup or glass and touch neither element nor object, and then, look up to heaven and say,
"I baptize you!" He did not do it, he never touched
him; neither did he touch the element. In this case
he neither baptized the element nor the object; but
when a man is immersed, the object is handled and
you do what God says do--"teach, baptize."
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Church of Christ, 531-25th St., Oakland,
Joe w. Crumley, 500 South Roberts, El
Reno, Oklahoma, May 28:
One was bap- California, May 27: ·we need a sound and
forceful gospel preacher with great zeal and
' tlzed and one restored here recently.
quality of leadership and experience in a
F. A. Bailey, Route 2, Box 27, West Fork, city of 400,000 population. Salary approxiArkansas, May 14: For the past three Sun- mately $4ll0 per month, plus seven room
days I have preached for the brethren at house. · If you are ' interested, contact us.
Winslow.
Doyle Banta, Box 205, West Helena, ArkEarl E. McCord, Corning, Arkansas, May
ansas, May 23: Doctors are n ee ded at Mena
28: I have first half of July and last half
and Elaine, Arkansas. Both towns offer a
of August not taken yet. Write me your
good opportunity. We like to co ntact Chris -.
needs at above address. Also other dates.
tian men to fill these needs. If you know
of a .good Christian doctor who is avail Blll 'l'hompson, Luf1tfn, T exas, 1\fuy ~6: · able, contact me.
Wilburn Whittington preached in our spring
meeting which ended May 13. Two were
Clarence c. Gobbel, 1157 E. Mabel, Tucson,
baptized, two restored.
He did his part May 26: Work continues well here, though
well.
New record attendance in Sunday we are l osing a few fami1ies at this season
School, .M ay 10, ·:with 364 present.
of the year. 'We look fo~,"ward to a good
VBS to · b.e held June 1-12. The elders here
Irvin · McFadin, Box 1164, Taylor, Texas, have asked that I continue with them
May 18:
Brother Maurice McFarland of through another year froni July 1.
Lubbock will preach and Brother Russell
Lewis, Jr., of Taylor will lead singing in
WUJhun K. Cunninghmn, Box 1165, Padua meeting at Bartlett, Texas, Jun e 7-14. cah, T exas, May · 26: In our recent meeting
Services at 7:30 p.m.
e ighteen were baptized, three resto.d, and
twelve confessed faults. Harrell A. Collard
A. R. Holton, Nashville, T ennessee, May of Childress, Texas, did the preaching. One
29: Blue Ridge Camp Meeting, Blue Ridge, has been identified with the church since
North Carolina, July tS-24, offers a great the meeting.
opportunity; for study !>.nd fellowship . Make
your vacation creative. Write J. W. Brents,
Arthur u. Johnson, 1414 Briggs Avenue,
Woodmont Blvd., Nashville, Tennessee.
Parsons, Kansas: Get the Firm Foundation
of May 19 and turn to page four.
Read
E. -c. JtlcKenzie, Box 1164, Montg·omery, "Examples of the Past Should Teach Us"
Alabama, May 27: I have not been ab l e to by R. L. Roberts, Sr. This is just about
preach since April 12 due to physical ex- the most important article ever published
haustion. I am now visiting my parents in in the Firm Foundation.
!Canton, Texas, for a period of one month
or more. I must have complete rest.
J. o. Jones, 10'14 Beech Street, Little Rock,
Arkansas, May 24: Large audience assemJoe H. Jtlorris, 2-707 Ky Avenue, Paducah, ble!i today for worship. Two placed memKentucky, May 25: One was baptized at bership witi1 us. Three have been j>aptized
Clements Street last Lord's day. Lord's day and one restored lately. Bt·other Raymond
Bible school continues over three hundred, C. Kelcy is to begin a meeting with the
with one hundred ninety - eight in mid-week church here June 4-14. Services at 11:00
meeting.
a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San Antonio, Texas, May 25: Sunday
was anoth er fine day at the West Avenue
church. Four were identified with the congregation and one was baptized. When in
San Antonio, visit with us at West Avenue
and Sherwood Drive.
Perry Cotham, Paris, Texas, May 21: Four
hundred severity-six attended classes last
Lord's day which was a new record for Lamar Avenue. In our meeting with John H.
Banister there were four baptisms, four restorations and two identified.
Our work
moves forward in .a fine way.
Jnmes c. Dixon, 1121· West 79th Street,
Los Angeles, California: · The congregation
meeting at 408 East Sycamore-Anaheimwill move into its new location (Cypress
and Claudina Streets) June 1st. On Jun e
21st, Brother Hugh Shira will begin a series
of gospel meetings. Since last report two
baptisms and four by· moving me111bership.
Reece Wllson, Fordyce, Arkansas,. May 26:
The church 'Of Christ at Fordyce, Arkansas,
Is in need of a full time minister. This is
a city of 4,000 population, and there is a
chancl'l for a good harvest of souls. We
have a nice church tiuilding paid f9r but
we need a good · gospel preacher now. If
Interested, write, wire, or contact me. My
phone number is 816.

Paul T. Dunun, Charleston, South Carolina, May 21:
A husband and wife made
•the good confession and were buried with
their Lord in baptism the same hour, thus
renouncing their former belief in denominationalism. We water, but God gives the
increase for which we give him thanks
daily.
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Bonds Stocks, Box 268, Dickson, Tennessee, May 20: B. B. James, preacher for the
church in Henderson, •rennessee, will be
the speaker for Walnut Street's meeting.
June 7-17. Services will be held daily at
9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Cl•nrles E ·. Cobb, Benton, Arkansas: Our·
work here moves along reasonably :well,.
showing some progress in some departments. We are beginning a Monday through
Friday broadcast over KBBA In Benton in
the next few da.ys, 690 kc at 11:45 .A.M.
Paul T. Dumm, Charleston, South Carolina, May 24: Two answered the Invitation.
and were baptized with their Lord and
into his body. One was restored and two
placed their membership with us. T'he cause
is prospering and the church is growing ln.
Charleston.
We are thankful for these
blessings. We ever bear in mind that we
can onty water, but God gives the Increase.
L. L. Gieger, Tyler, Texas, 1\fuy 20: A
formet· Methodist was baptized Sunday night
at the West Erwin church. Our work is
progressing nicely.
Brother Reuel Lemmons is to be with us June 7-14 for a
series of sermons and Brother Harvey Porter is to direct the singing. { will be back
in Qklahoma City with the Capitol HUT
congregation May 31 to June 7.
Roy E. Stephens, Burnet, Texas, May 25:
Eleven added yesterday by re,storat.ion anti
placing membership.
Otha D. Fikes and
Luther Blackmon, both of Houston, have .
held the last two meetings here. Both were
wonderful meetings.
Eleven new classrooms are being added to our building, providing for one hundred or more additional
students In the Bible classes.
Otis L. Rowe, Cotton, Valley, Louisiana,
Box 291, May 30: During the month of May,
we have. baptized a woman that has been
a Baptist for forty years and a man that
has been a Met,h odist for ten years, and one
was restored. I begin a meeting at Bearden, Arkansas, June 15th and run through
June 24th. I have .u~e for one more meeting. If I can serve you write me at above
address.

W. Earl J)lnnsur, 241 E. Arlight, Monterey
Park, California, May 25: One was identified with the Montebello church yesterday.
On June 7th we plan to begin meeting in
our own church 'building which should help
us immensely in reaching the people of
this area. Recently I preached in a meeting
William Reeves, Fair Lawn, New Jersey, at Port Hueneme. June 21, I am to be with
May 21: We have had four baptisms and the church in Comanche, Oklahoma, for a
some re~torations since last report.
Abe meeting.
Lincoln closed a meeting here with one res0. B. Proctor, 2941 Grape Street, Abilene,
toration May 17.
Wendell Needham will
begin with tis . June 21. The work is hard, Texas: After eight years of pleasant work
but the power of the gospel is as great as with the North Park congregation we are
moving back to Paducah, Texas. Our adever.
dress will be Box 148. I preached for the
J. P. Wllll1uns, Route 11, Box 198, Fort Paducah congregation two and one-halt
Worth, Texas, May 21: We have just con- years before coming to Abilene in 1945. We
cluded a meeting with the church that meets are looking forward with pleasure to being
on Ann Arbor S'treet in Dallas. Brother J. with them again. I am to beg,in there June
T. Bristow is their faithful and beloved 1.
minister. Our meeting begins here at Lalt e
Worth May 25. Brother Joe Malone will do
Frank Trnyler, Chaplain (1\fujor) USAF,
-the preaching.
A0-426143, Hq. 8th Fighter Bomber Wing,
APO 970, % Postmaster, Sa.n Franoisco, CalR. D. Sweet, 190·3 University Avenue, A us- ifornia, May 21: I had my _first baptismal
tin, Texas, May 14: I closed a meeting last service in Korea last night in a public bath
Sunday evening at the Culbertson Heights in the city of Suwon. Two fine airmen were
church in Oklahoma City. Th ere were elev- baptized into Christ. Our attendance has
en responses to the invitation, five of whom grown from ten the first Sunday to sixteen
were baptized. Brother George Bailey, the · last Sunoay. We hope to grow more rapidlocal preacher, is doing a good work with ly as each member begins to do more
a splendid band of Christians at that p1ace. personal work.
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Vestal Chaffin, Clemmons, North Carolina,
Tennessee, May
~8;
Two baptisms at Central recently. The May 19: R ec e ntly one was baptized here,
Blue Ridge Camp meeting will be housed and one who had been out of service for
in the b eautiful hote l of the YMCA, Blu e many y ears w a s restored. My work with
the church h l}re will terminate June 14. FolRidge, North Carolina, July 18-24.
lowing this date I plan to work with th<l
c. B. Glasgow, Box 906, San Felip e, Tex- church in Bruceton, Tennessee.
as, May 21: We went to Brookshire SunRobert p; Stewart, P. 0 . Box 499, Grass
day to hear Brother Charlie Metcalf preach
Vall ey, California, May 29: Once again we
-one of the best sermons I have ever heard.
rejoice in the uniting of a family. In Christ.
He is the local minister at Brookshire. The
The husband of the woman baptized last
Sealy meeting will be .Tune 1-10. Brother
week was baptized this past Lord's day. We
Paul Stevens of San Antonio will do the
continue to grow and plead for your praypreaching.
Come over and help us.
ers. We hope to start a building soon and
will likely need some help. We are planRalph T. Sweet, Box 528, Davis, Oklahoma,
ning a me-eting with Brother Andrew F .
.May 22: Six have been added the past two
House of Oak Park, Sacramento, In July. If
weeks by baptism maldng thirty-five that
passing our way visit with us.
have been added the past few months. We
will have J. B. Kinney of Oklahoma City
Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, May 28 : The
with us in August for a series of meetings.
Lord's day 263 In Bible c lasses, 400 for wor"I have decided to leave here· by Sept6mber
\Ship, near 300 at night, regular offering
if possible. I have enjoyed the work and
$548.00. ·wednesday night 236 were present.
the experiences have been varied and very
to hear the deacons talk. One man was reinteresting. My family and I will go anystored and his wife baptized. Our gospel
where we may be needed. Contact me at meeting June 15-23. Perry Wilmeth will
the above address.
talk daily at 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Home A. It. Holton, Nashville,

Ruf118 It. Clifford, Box 282, Lawrenceburg,
Tennessee, May 25: Our work here Is progressing nicely.
One was baptized Into
Christ. I will preach from May 31-June 7
in a meeting with the chu_rch in Hohenwald, Tennessee. Alvad Dunkleberger and
N. B. Hardeman will preach pere.

and opening of our new church
c. A. Buchanan, Waxahachie, Texas, May coming
building May 31.
27:
We are helping in a vacation Bible
"'chool r.ext week with the Welch Street
Clyde S. SmaUwood, Post Office Box
chur ch In Denton. I go to Mansfield, Lou!s- G104, University Station, Enid, Oklahoma,
·iana, for a meeting beginning June 15. . J . May 29: Three more baptisms at Hillcrest
D . Boy<l is preachE:r there. I have promised Church of Christ in :woodward, Oklahoma,
t o be with Wayne Kee in a meeting at on May 10. We opened our new building
Longmont, Colorado, the latter part of Au- May 24 with all day services. 185 were
gust. Work here at South Side is doing present for worship service at 101:45. One
well. We have a systematic work program erring sister restored.
Brother William
under way, and "it 1s bearing fruit. Our Boaz, preacher for Independence and Wasummer meeting .here will begin August 9. bash Church of· Christ in Enid preached the
G. S. v.restbrook wlll do the preaching.
sermon for the afternoon service. We are
off to a great start in the Lord's work.
John G . Reese, Box 1037, Clov.l s, New Mex·Jco, May 20: April 22-29 I did the preachII. Alton "\VtDlbll•h, Box 468, Spearmai_l,
i n g in a meeting for the Rose. Hill church Texas, May 21:
The church in Spearman
In Texarkana, Texas. W. L. Fritts has done recently closed a very good meeting in
an outstanding work there for the" last six which Forrest D. Moyer of Tucumcari, New
years. May 3-10 I did the preaching in a Mexico, did the preaehing, and Troy Thurmeeting for the Mobberly Avenue church mon of Canyon, Texas, directed the singIn LorigYiew, Texas. I worked with this ing. Both young men did their work exc h urch before coming to Clovis. Dan Fo- ceptionally well and gained the love and
garty is doing a good work there. The work respect of the brethren. There were about
in Clovis is progressing. We have additions fifteen who responded to the invitation durall along. Our Vacation Bible school starts ing the meeting, and the others made a conMo n day, May 25.
fession of faults.
All attendance records
were broken during this meeting.
A~ c. Huff, 90•5 West Seventh Street,
Plainview, Texas, ·May 28: I left Temple
o. c. Lambert, 1309-9th Avenue, S. E:,
·saturday afternoon, preached at Oak Lawn Decatur, Alabe.ma, May 29: I have received
- congregation Sunday night and Wednesday many anxious inquiries from friends sine~
night. I will go from here to Henderson my short stay in Foundation hospital, New
Saturday and have written to Brother Wal- \Orleans, recently. Beginning more than ten
ler to get me a place for me to preach years a.go I had a series of nine serious
somewhere down there Sunday morning or operations through four years. Since that
S u nday night. I am feeling splendid after •time I have enjoyed excellent health until
my labor of last night and at present am recently when It was · found I had peptic
arranging to make my home at Plainview ulcers, not related to ·my old trouble. I am
with a daughter. I wish to say to all the glad to report that my trouble has been
churches that I can operate from there. corrected and I am in a few days to begin
j[)on't say too oM- just ask me to preach a busy schedule of lectures and meetings
and I wlll tell the story.
tJ;troughout the remainder of the year.
L. K. Turn~r, Fort Smith, Arkansas, May
27: The elders at Hanna, Oklahoma, have
asked Ward Hogland of Fort Smith, Arkansas, to meet Earl Jenson, l!'ree Will Baptist, in a four nights debate. The elders
there contacted Brother Hogland after Mr.
Jenson had made several bold challenges
in that area. Mr. Jenson lives at McAlester, Oklahoma, and is fully endorsed by
Baptists In that area. The discussion will
be on "Salvation" and is Scheduled for .July
2{}-24. It will be conducted in the High
School gym at Hanna, Oklahoma.
This
shou ld prove to be an interesting dlscu~ 
slon. All visitors are welcome.

Hoy,t H. Houchen. 211()! Lipscomb, Amarillo, Texas, May 29: After three years and
;eJght months, I have resigned from the
wo"rk with the Central church in Amarillo.
The Lord blessed us with a fruitful .labor,
the visible results being 665 additions. Of
this number 203 were baptized, 147 restored,
and 215 transfers of membership. I· have
accepted the work with the Highland church
in San Antonio, Texas. I am to begin there
on July 5th. I a·ni looking . forward to a
very pleasant labor with tl}!s church. After
July 1, my address will be 1403 Hicks, San
Antonio, Texas.
My correspondents wUl
please take notice.

Jolw. H. Banister, 3(}H Skillman Avenue, •
Dallas, Te:xas, May 23: During the month
of April thirty-six were added here at Skillman Avenue church. There were thirte&n
baptisms, one r estoration, sixteen identified,
and six restored who also were Identified.
Eight have been added thus far in May of
whom two were baptized, two restored and
identified, and four Identified. I assisted
Lamar Avenue church in Paris, Texas, in a
meeting May 3- 10. Ten were added with
four baptisms, four restorations, and two
Identified. Perry B. Cotham has for over
six years faithfully preached there and Lamar Avenue Is one of our best Texas congregations. Jack Nadeau, whom we supnort
irt Munich, Germany, preached here the two
Sundays I was in Paris.
Robert P . Cooper, 2201· Gordon Street,
Hopewell, Virginia, May 22: I was with
i1he church at Elton; West Virginia, May
10-17. Interest and attendance_ were fine.
Cooperation on the part of surrounding
congregations was very good. Many who
were not members of the church visite'd
the services. Two married women were restored.
The r,ord willing, I will b-e with
them again next year. Charles G. Lemons
of Louisville, Kentucky, will be with us at
Hopewell June 7-14. We anticipate a good
meeting. After three years with the church
here I am moving to Parkersburg, West
Virginia, the first of- August to begin work
with the Marrtown Road congregation.
I
will follow Lawrence Gardner in that work.
We are looking forward to a pleasant and
profitable work.
Arthur W. Francis, Jr., P. 0. Box !124,
Sioux City, lowa, May 21: Bill Hearn began
bis labors as co-worker in this city with
an eight day meeting that closed May 11.
Interest and attendance was fine · throughout and one lady with a. family was restored to the fellowship of the congregation. We are happy to welcome Brot her
Hea-rn and his family.
They come to - us
with the support of the good church at
Nocona, Texas. Pray for us that we may
have a.n effective ministry together at this
mission point. We are looking forward to
the special effort in July when Roy H.
Lanier and John McCoy plan to be with us
for two weeks. We were ·glad also t o have
the help of Brother Frank Clark of Lipan ,
Texas, who l ed the singing for the meeting
with Brother Hearn. He did his part well.

c. w. Scott, 301 N. W. 52nd Street, Miami,
Florida, May 28:
Three restorations, oneconfession of public sins, two placing membership and six baptized during the past
.month at 7th Avenue. W . Ray Duncan Is
nightly meeting D . L. Welch of Pentecostal
Church this week · with approximately •oo.
in attendance each night. Brother Duncan
is doing a great work In setting forth New
Testament truth. I leave _ today for services in west Tennessee and Alabama and
to begin a meeting with the Bro_wnsville
church and Lewis Casey in Pensacola, Flori da, June 7. I return to Miami June 28th
to begin my fourth year with this gooli
congregation. Pe~ce and harmony prevall~t '
and we anticipate still greater things in
our labors · here. It is a great experience
to enjoy the confiden.ce. and support of the
elders and whole church evident at this
time.
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Paul S. Gray, P. 0 . Box 573, Bowie , T exas ,
May 30 : T h e meetings a t B eckley, W es t
Virgima, Columbus a nd Bea llsville , Ohio,
were a ll w ell a tte nd ed with many non-m embers includ ed . Th e t o tal results w er e two
baptiz ed and t w o r e stored. The a s sociations
were very pl easa nt an d w e trust mu ch good
will r e sult th er efr om . W e a re now · e ntering into the second year with the church
here. Some e n couragin g s igns have manifested themse lv es; n eve rthles s the ove r a ll
results a re not ;<.t a ll satisfactory. During
the year thir ty- s ix r <> sponded to the invit a tion as follows: f our baptisms, five restorations and twenty-seven transf ers of
membership. A ttendance and contributions
have Increase d some; the basement was remodeled and repainte d and some new equipment added. We hope the accomplishments
will be much greater in the year ahead.
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ing to realize the joy of these s e r v icem en
as they have the opportunity to worship
God as he has pr escribed in his blessed
w ord. If any who rea d this kn ow of boys
a t Fort Leonard Wood who n eed to be cont a cted, pleas e write to Pfc. Edward L . Beck,
237 Richland,. Post Trailer Park, Fort L eonard Wood, Missouri. The services are conducted in Chapel No. 5 every Sunday at
3 p.m. Pray for th ese brethren. Th e chall enge is great. May God be wilh us all as
we strive to do his will.

I

The Church of Christ at Ogden, Utah, is
s e eking the services of a.n evangelist. Anyon e interested s hould address their correspondenc e to Church of Christ, Box 1361,
Og d en, Uta h, in care of Robert H a lfa cre.

Carl D. Wills, .106 W . 9th St., Scott City,
kansas, May 22: I am resigning from the
work with the church in Scott City, after
four years of labor In western Kansas. If
you are interested in a young man with a
family, -considerable experience in preach-ing the gospel, and' a willing worker to
S. c. Kinninglwm, 814-30th Avenue S.W., share the Lord's work with you, pl ease conMay 21: Sidney G. Rop er arrived In Alberta tact m.e at the above address.
May 9th from V.' ater Valley, Misslissippi, to
b e gin his efforts in trying to establish a
Jhnrny Campbell, 10'1 N. Lelia, Guymon,
congregation In the city of Edmonton. He .Oklahoma, May 22: There h ave been five
lost no time at all after his arrival in . get- responses to the Invitation since my last
ting· right into the work. He succeeded In 'r eport. Three have been baptized, one refinding a p lace to live the second dR¥ and stored, and one to place membership. We
Rnr•no~>d L. Copenlug, Duke,
Oklahoma, began immediately trying to locate aa many are happy over the continued growth. Three
May 26: Due to _the Public School System members as possible who may have moved families have been going to the small con here I · am almost forced to make a move. ·there from other places. Some were .found gregation of Goodwell, Oklahoma, In an
(we have three school age children). This and they had their first meeting Sunday attempt to help them for the past month
Is my second work with the Duke congre - in the YMCA where they will continue to or more. All things considered, the work
gation. It is very pleasant, no unrest on meet until a more suitable place can be Is exceedingly better now than it was a
the part of any one that I know of. The obtained.
The South Parkway church In year ago. A meeting was concluded last
elders have said that I could remain here Memphis, Tenn ess e e, has assumed · the di- week at Wickett, Texas. David Dart is the
th6refore it is with most reluctance that r ection of his work and various churches are faithful evangel!st there. There were no
we make this announcement. Those con - contributing regularly to hls support. But responses but the elders stated that It waR
gregations that need an experienced local there will lik e ly b e need of other funds yet 'the best a'ttended meeting in the history
preacber will please Jet me hear from them. for a while for operating expenses until of the congregation. I have time for two
I will ·gladly exchange references with any they can be taken care of locally.
Even or three ·more meetings this year. Write me
congregation. You may contact the elders the moral support of brethren where the If I can serve you.
here In Duke. Th ey have k .n own me for church Is alrea.dy established will be worth
eight or nine years, and during this time a great deal. The Ropers' address is 10723
Dean Bullock, 312 N. Waldrip St., Grand
we have lived here two times. I have held 107th Street, EQmonton, Alberta.
Saline, Texas, May 29: For the past two
one spring meeting for them w hile I was
y ears I have served the congregation here.
living elsewhere, so they will be able to
W .- E. (Bud) 1~-fne, Bayt_o wn, Texas, May ·.During this period of - time we have entell you my weaknesses and if I have any 30: After almo s t four years of mo~t pleas- joyed a very pleasant and fruitful work.
1!-blllty.
I am in position to move most ant work with. the Prue tt and Lobit Streets In addition to ' the ~egular program o·f
any time. In the daytlrne, you might call church, formerly Murrill and Ashbel, In Bay- teaching and preaching, we have ·erected an
31; at night you might call 57, or writ e me town, Texas, we leave tomorrow night for adequate church building. I have accepte•d
at the above address.
-Long Beach, California, where we shall work the Invitation to begin with the church in
with the Cen.tral congregation. Our. work Durant, Oklahoma, June 28. The opportunitie s for evange lism there a rE' great. I shall
.Jo~>eph c. Jllalone, 193() Forest Park Blvd., with th e brethre n here has been most enMay 30: Under the ab l e l eadership of its joyable and we trust pleasing to the Lord. b e the speaker over radio station KS'EO on
elders, the church- of our Lord at ·west During our stay a preacher's home was "The Rel!gious Question Hour", heard each
Berry In Fort Worth has assumed the· full erected as well as a new church building. Sun d ay morning at 8:15 o'clock, 750 on your
support of three more native preachers in Brother A . Hugh Clark of San Antonio is radio dial. This program has a large lisMexico.
They are Brethren Agustin San- to begin work here .July 1st. We wish him t e ning audience in Oklahoma, T exas, Arkchez of Torreon, .J. C. Saucedo of Rio every succ es s and I know th e · cause of ansas, and other states. I shall also teach
Grande, Zacatecas, and Epigmenio Zuniga Christ will prosper at this place. Las t year the Bible to students of Southeastern State
of Las Esperanzas, Zacatecas.
Thus the I was In meeting,. at Bellflowe r, Wasco and ('oll ege. Brother J. F . Doggett of Tyler,
church at West Berry is now supporting Ontario, California, and Big Spring, T exas. T exas, has been . selected to "succeed me
I artticipate for him an enjoyable
seven preachers on a full time basis and Thi s y ear I have been In meetings at Salem here.
I am scheduled to be with the
is assisting In the suppo rt of an.o ther. In and Ros eburg, · Ore gon, and South Park In ministry.
addition to those named above are its local B eaumont, Texas. I go back to South Park church at Mineola, T'e xas, for a meeting
preacher, and Brethren Walter L. Bostick n ext year as well as Roseburg.
I have June 8-17. I begin a similar effort In Crockat Glenwood Springs, Colorado, Pablo Villa meetings in Shafter, •vasco and Delano, Ca'l- ett, Texas, July 15.
tn Matamoros,
Mex4co,
.Juan VIlla. in !fornla yet this year. Please pray for us In
L. c. Chn:t>lu, 2707 Pebble Drive, Friona,
Brownsvllle, Texas, and It is contributing our n ew work. Our new address: 501 At Texas, May 12:
The small congregation
to the support of Hulen Masters In Spring- lantic Avenu e, Long Beach, Cal!fornla. ,
(25 to 30 members) of the church of Christ
fleldL Vermont. Last year the West Berry
Basil c. Doran, P . 0. Box 186, Ferris, Tex- in this · very, very needy gospel field is
church built ·a $13,000.0(). meeting house In
Matamoros, Mexico, and a.t this time it Is as, May 25: We are happy to report that de finitely going forward, even if m'uch
erecting a church building in Glenwood y e ste rday was truly a day of rejoicing .slower than we wish it would. Brother J~
Springs, J(:olora.do, tha.t w',l.ll cost about h e re, when • two were baptized and thre a Hollis Roberson of ·opp, Alabama, Is to do
$8 0,()00. It has pu'r chased four lots In south - place d their memb ership with us. We are the prea ching In a meeting for us beginning
west Fort Worth on which to erect another lexpecting many more soon. At last this June 29 and closing .July 7. Though It is
congregation is as free from gossip and not certain, we may have a " vacation Bible
building later.
backbiting as- any congrega tion to be founil school in conjunction with the meeting'. We
.Job11ny Ramsey, Box 109, Neenah, Wis- anywhere. For that everyone is rejoicing. consid ered our effort at our first vacation
consin, May 27: I have just finished preach- The town is now looking with favor upon Bible school last year a real success. Our
Ing In a gospel meeting In Rolla, Missouri. th e church. It was my good pleasure to crowds and contributions, too, are much
While there we had the opportunity and deliver the Baccalaureate Sermon at the Improve d over a few months ago. Yet, we
The school are still meeting in an unfinished baseprivilege to J>reach at Fort. Leonard W ood local high school last night.
on Sunday afternoon, May 24. Thrugh the officials told me the ·audience was the larg- ment. We hope 'to grow more substantially
tireless efforts of some of the Christian boys est ever to assemble for this particular when we get into our superstructure. W<3
tn the service there, arrangements have been s e rvice. Our radio broadcast, "The Gospel are receiving regular assistance on our
made to conduct services each Lord's day in Son g", may be heard each Sunday morn- building fund from two churches and oc afternoon at 3 o'clock. Brother and Sister ing over station KGKO; 1480 on your dial, casional assistance from several individuals.
Lyric. Beck have been very Instrumental in from · 8:00 until 8:15. My next meeting wm We are In real need of further help, though,
acq_ulrlng this permission. Forl'eat Magness. be with the Northside church in Mayfield, :to erect walls, roof, and glaze, thus enpreacher . at St. .James, Missouri, Is a tire- K entucky, beginning june 29. If you chance closing our superstructure by cold weather
this fall.
less vrorker with the boys. It Ia very touch- to If!l-SS this way, pay us a visit.
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w. J. Price, 2458 Grape St., Abilene, Texas, May 8:
My last work was with the
North Side congregation in Farmington,
New Mexico. I came to Abil e n e to further
my study at Abilene Christian College.
I
have attended two y ears at Fread-Hardeman
College, Henderson, Tennessee. I have been
a proclaimer of -the gospel eight and on ehalf years in mission fields and with local
congregations. It is my desire now to worlc
full time with some congregation. If any
church would like to learn of my faithfulness and ability to preach th e gospel, write
'to the elders of the North Side congr egation, Farmington, New Mexico, or I shall be
glad to supply you with names of preachers
with whom we were mutually acquainted
who are known throughout the brotherhood
to be sound in the faith.
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Conard Hays, 2701 R eagan Street, Dallas,
Texas, May 28: Brothe r A. C. Huff preached
for us Sunday night and Wednesday night
of this weelc. H e is in his 69th year of
preaching the word.
His thinking is still
clear · and his lesson s forceful. · It was a
real inspiration to hear a "man preach who
has been proclaiming the gospel nearly seve nty years. He is anxious to keep busy In
the Lord's vineyard. You may contact him
for worlc at 905 W. 7th St., Plainview, Texas. One baptized and one placed membership here at Oak L awn so far this month.
A. Cltest<.>r Grimes, 1548 Heights Blvd.,
Houston, Texas, May 25: Two were baptized at H eights yesterday, a Lutheran lady
and her daughter.
The work a t Heights
has been most encouraging a ll of this year.
Several new Bible schoo l att endance records and contribution records have been
established.
Our fourth an nual Vacation
Bibl e School is to be held June 8-13. We
are expecting to en.roll 500 this year. Brother C. Ray Wood of Muskogee, Oklahoma, is
assisting us in the singing this year. I will
be in a meeting in Rochester, New York,
the last half of Jun e, during w hich time
,V. 1\'I. 1\:JANN-Vetera.n Gospel PI-eacher. I will assist them in conducting a Vacation
See last ·w·e ekl's Firm Foundation . for Bible School there.

Walter E. Bankes, 2 South Tasmania, Pontiac, Michigan, May 28: My meeting at Alliance, Ohio, resulted in two baptisms and
one restoration. Richard Brewer, the local
preacher, was most cooperative. This is as
it should be. I have wondered why preachers do not want the local preacher at home
to assi~t in the meeting and know best
how to follow the meeting. Some attended
from other churches who had never heard
the pure gospel or a church of Christ preach- obituary.
er. The work in Pontiac moves with impetus. Several have been baptized since last
>Rollle B. nankin, Box 46~. Alamogordo,
report. T e n city lots, in good location, have
been paid fGr a few days ago, and we plan New M:exico, May 21: \'Ve have just closed
to build soon. Our congregation is one of a g·ood meeting at 9th and Texas Avenue,
th e b!'!St, but we must build soon or impair with l!'orrest Moyer of Tucumcari, New
the Lord's worlc People h a ve wallced away Mexico, doing the preaching. A Jot of inwho could not enter the building for lack t e r est was shown th roughout this meeting,
and the results were that often our seating
· of seating space.
facilities were taxe d to take care of th e
B. G. Yount, 11 32 E ast 38th Str eet, Tulsa. crowd . . Four were baptized and three conOklahoma, May 21: The cllUrch at Lee and fessed wrongs, and we feel that besides
Walnut Streets in Sapulpa, Oklahoma, con- these visible
results,
the
church
was
du c t ed a gospel meeting in which I did the streng·thened in many ways. We look forpreaching from Ma y 11 through May 20. ward now to greate r achievements. Ther e
Th e re were four baptisms. Brother V. L. is much work to be done here, and we ear Johnston is the local minister a nd he ab ly nestly solicit your prayers for this congredirected the songs during the meeting. The gation.
When passing ou r way, stop a nd
Brookside church her e in Tulsa h as just worship with us.
compl eted a new addition to our building,
the second unit in a three unit str u ctural
0. C. Lambert, 1309-9th Ave nue, S. E.,
plan. Th ere hav e been nine baptisms and Decatur, Alabama, May 29:
A. H. Maner
sixteen added by restoration and by identi- r ece ntly conducted a fins meeting for us.
fication in recent months. Four additional We are beginning a new building and our
deacons and two other elders were appoint- congregation will hereafter be called th e
ed three weeks ago.
Th e congregation is Somerville Road Church.
I am to begin
growing in all phases of the work.
Our a meeting at Port At'"thur (Gr oves), Texas,
vacation Bible school is scheduled for June Jun e 21.
I l ect ure on · Catholicis m at Lo1-12. I am to do the preaching in a gospel m e t a, T exas, July 4 and 5, and at Spur,
m ee ting at Kosciusko, Mississippi, Jun e 21- Te,;as, July 6. I begin a m ee ting at Long
30.
Beach, California, July 12. Beginning August 9 I will d e liver a series of 16 lectures
on Catholicism for the church at Santa
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
Rosa, California. Beginning Monday night,
CHURCH OF CHRIST
August 31, I begin a series of lectures on
800 S. Marks Avenue
Catholicism which will continue through the
Brooklyn 13, New York
n€xt Lord's d ay with the chur ch In Haynesvill e, Louisiana.
WILLIAM N. FRYER-Evangellllt
ROGER W. HAWLEY-EvangeUat
Luther G." Roberts, 2110 W. Second AveSunday-10:00 A.lll. and 6:00 P.ltl.
nue, Corsicana, Texas, May 30:
Recentl.Y
Wednesday-7:30 P.lll.
five have been baptized and one restored
Phone: PResident 4-4'136
at West Side Ch'urch. We plan a Vacation
Bible School for June 8-12. June 1-6, we
are to teach in a school conducted by th e
Seat Them in Comfort church at Stephenville, and I am to preach
Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber
daily on the radio station there during the
time.
Ralph Starling, who is the . regular
preacher for the Stephenville church, will be
with the West Side church in Corsicana to
_teach singing and direct the singing in the
Vacation Bible School. We are to engage
in a gospel meeting August 9-16 with
Jack Hardcastle of Lubbock, Texas. to do
the preaching. My next meetlr..g
to be
with the Pursley church, July 26 to August
2.
lll-3595 DALLAS 2126 Jackson

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
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Harren H. Dame; Pa nama C hurch of
Christ, Route 1, Box 96A, Poteau, Oklahoma: The work of the Lord is progressing
in a most pleasant way in the church at
Panama.
W e have had record a ttendance
at all services th e past few months.
One
was baptized during April and two so far
in May. I am also preaching eac h second
Sunday in the afternoon at . the Rosedale
schoo l hcuse, where a small group of Christians meet regularly. So far we have had
good attendance at th ese services and· there
is good interest among the denominational
people there.
Pray for us in this work
that we may teach the word in such a
manner as to l ead men and women to obey
the commandments of him who died for all
of us.
Sam 1\Ie<lford, Route 1, Box 456, Creswell,
Oregon: Two baptisms and . one confessed
wrongs recently at the London Church of
Christ. Grover W. Hollon of Ft. Cobb, Oklahoma, is scheduled to be a full time minister here beginning about June 18th. L D.
Webb, minister of th e Central Church of
Christ in Pcirtland and President of the Columbia Bible School did the preaching at a
very successful gospel meeting at Springfield Church of Christ, Tw.e lfth and C
Streets, with twenty additions, sixteen baptisms, which makes thirty-eight baptisms
at the Springfield church since the first
of the year. Virgil L. Leach is the regular
minister of the Springfie ld church.
Bob
Guild was the song leader in this meeting
and he did fine work.
·
F. A. Livingston, 2128 Amanda Street, Ft.
Worth 5, •.rexas, May 26: I closed a fine
meeting a few weeks ago in northwest Fort
Worth ('Worth Hill) with two baptisms.
!One was a Baptist preacher. One member
was restored.
This meeting was encouraged in a fine way by the members of the
churches of Christ, and especially by Brother S. T. W. Gibbs, the minister for the 'New
York and Leuda Street church, and other
ministers. I am now In a fine meeting In
Electra, Texas. If the Lord wills, I will
go next to Haskell, Texas, to begin a meeting. I am grateful to God for the fine way
in which the white churches of Christ are
helping and encouraging the work among
the colored brethren. This will be my third
successive meeting with the church at Haskell with visible results In every meetin&".

Tuesday, June 9, 1953

FIRM

HENDERSON-U:ETCHERSIDE

DEBATE
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COlliMENDATION

I

The ' c.ongregation at Corona, California,
Obert Hend erson, evangelist of the Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, ch'Urch is scheduled to has just closed a fifteen-day meeting with
meet L. E . Ketcherside, of Peoria, Illinois, Ellwood A. Page preaching. · Brother Page
In a four night discussion, june 30 through is a Christian Hebrew who came to the ·
July 3. The discussion will be held in the truth from . the Baptist church a few years
building of the Jefferson Street church, 1915 ago. We have found him thoroughly sound
North Jefferson, Peoria, Illinois. Four prop- in the faith , energetic in his worl<, and
Five were
ositions will be discussed. They are The most forceful in the pulpit.
Co ll ege Question, The Local Preacher Ques- baptized in the meeting (one a former CatJI ..
tion, The Evangelistic Oversig·ht and Au- olic), 'l.nd one confessed wrongs. · The conthority Question, and the question as to gregation was greatly strengthened in zeal
and Christian li ving.
On the L ord's day
Women's P,lace in the Pub iic Worship.
before th e meeting started, one who had
---··0~-been contemplating JOmmg Catholicism,
REUNION AT THORP SPRING
was baptized, a nd a naval officer was r e stored.
A. R.. Holton
(Signed)
Yourig men and young women from over
GEO. KNAPP
t he southwest h ave been coming to Thorp
ROY C. CHEANEY
Spring, T exas, s ince 1873. . Thorp Sprin·g
G. M. MORREL
haB been a you-th center every year since
Elders
:that opening day and this year will be no
L. DUANE CANBY
•exception. Camp Kleblt will be the gathMinister
•ering ground · for you ng people this summer.
'The camp meeting of the church of Christ at
'Thorp Spring will b"l held July 19-31. The
ex-student's reunion will be held on Sun•day, .July 26.
Rich Garrett, president of
the Ex -Student's Association, has announced
that inv·itations will be sent to ex-students
of Add-Ran College a nd of Thorp Sipt:ing
Christian College.
Both of thes e schools
use the old campus that is now b ei ng used
by ·th e Encampment and Training Association of Thorp Spring, Texas.
R. C. Holton, p:esident of T 'horp S'pri~g
Christian College m .1911, will be the mam
speake:. A. R . Holton of Cen~ral Church
·Of Chnst, NashVille, Tennessee, IS president
~; the ~ncampm ent and Training Associat on.
. _you know of an ex-student of
'Tho_rP Sprmg or_ a former resident of Thorp
Spr1n~ pluse 1nvl~ lliem to this home-coming.
Rememb er the dates, the ex-stu-
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Belton; Texas -

New Booklet On Healing!
Neat- Brief-Readable
With two additional articles on
"The Thief" and
"Baptism into What"
One copy .10
Dozen $1.00

Roy Burgess
Maysville, Alabama

I

II

1

A Christian Summer CAMP Program

1

- Sixth Annual Camp -

1

JUNE 28th to JULY 4th
WORKERS
Using MAJESTIC HYMNAL
Fil"'ll Foundation's New Book

MR. and Mrs. EDGAR FURR,
Teacher and Camp Manage;_
MRS. MYRTLE GRAY.
Matron of Girls' Hall

i

MR. and MRS. W. L. FRICKS,
Teacher and Director of Recreation

I

AUSTIN TAYLOR,
Teacher of Hymn Music
Several preachers will help with the
night preaching services.
Mailing Address

i
f

I

Sabinal, TexaS

I'

_

Scholarship Medal went to Foy Lisenby of
Jackson, Tennessee.
At the semi-annual alumni meeting Tuesday night in the college cafeteria, A. C.
Dreaden of Columbus, Mississippi, was elected Alumni President for next year.
William H. Hull of Memphis, was el ect ed vicePresident and Mrs . .James Williams of Henderson, was elected S'ecre,tary. For a three
year term on the Board of Directors were
Charles Williams of Trenton, Hugo Allmond
of Corinth, Mississippi, a nd Frank Van Dyk e
of Henderson.

A. H. Bryant, 1445 Nogales, Del Paso
Heights, California, May 25:
I closed a
week's meeting las t evening with Brother
B. U. Baldwin and the church at Lodl, California.
One young man was baptized.
Members seemed to b e encouraged to greate r usefulness. The worlr here in Del Pa:;~o
Heights seems to be moving along favorably.
Work on our new building was begun last
week. Th e spirit of fellowship is good, and
with adequate auditorium and class rooms
we feel sure the church. in this community
----0---will g row in numb ers and in zeal. There
FREED:-HARDEIIIAN COJ.LEGE
are ' great possibilities here.
Churches in
California are mal<ing progress, and could
w. "A. Bradfield
Th e sixty-seventh session at Fr eed-Har- · use m a ny more preachers who have a mind
dman Coll e ge, H .enderson, T'e nnessee, cam 8 !to work and a vision of accomplishments.
to a close on May 27. The commencement We have plans for a meeting the last week
of June.
address was deliv er ed by Alonzo vVelch, Educator and Eva nge list of Memphis, Tennes PREACHER WANT.ED
see.
D ean C. P. Boland presented diplomas to
:the seventy-three graduates. Other awards · by the church of Christ at Covington, Texwere presented by Presid e nt H. A. Dixon. as, for regular work. Do no t want a nov-'
William Woodson of Jasper, Alabama, was ic e. Contact Elders, Church of Ch rist, Covawarded the Nannin Dungan v'l'allace Memo- ington.
rial Scholarship for next year. James Burns
Yours very truly,
of Detroit, Michigan , rece ived the E. G.
Elders, Church of Christ,
Prosser Memorial Scholarship . . The FacultyCovington, Texas.
---------------------~----~--------~~----~
•••
~-·· ·
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SABINAL BIBLE CAMP
Box 456
Sabinal, Texas
Write for_literature
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ANOTHER PREA,CHER CHANGES VIEWS give him a chan ce to go to worlc It should
ON THE CLASS QUESTION: LET'S GIVE
be remembered that many of their preac;hers have changed in the last few years, and
HIM A CHANCE

L.

w.

Hayhurst

Th e following l etter from Brother Solon
Bailey who worked with the anti -class
brethren for about thirteen yel!-rS t r y ing to
work an unworkab le theory, speaks for itself. I hope that some· congregation will
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are now doing well with churches that have
Bible c lasses. Th ey are good people, but
h ave bee n misguided on t his ques tion. Th ey
·imagin e that we have a big super-organization that . dictates to u s the l es sons that
we are to have each Lord's day. We have
no s u ch thin g . Th ey Imagine that 1 Cor.

14 requires the church to do all of its teaching by one mal e m e mb er speaking at a time;
that is, according to rul e of the prophets:
"whe n " and "if" the whole church be assemb l e d. Of course, they don't think that the
Lord will get cff end ed if their congregations have radio programs, a nd use a different p lan or pictur e.
But here Is the
Jetter:
11654 Harry Hines Blvd.
D allas, T exas
May 11, 1953

.

WIDE RIM BREAD PLATE
1 0 inches in diameter
Highly pollshed aluminum
bread plate _ ___ ________ $1.86

NARROW RIM BREAD· PLATlll
!I Inches · tn diameter
Highly pollshed aluminum
bread plate ---- -------- $1.86

.&L1JMINUM OFFERING PLATE
10 inchea in diameter
They have a heavy felt pad; maroon or green.
Highly pollshed aluminum
offering plate - --- ------$3.00

The Ideal
NON-COLLECTING TRAY
11% in. Dia., Interlocking, Dut
Proof. Can be stacked eight high
on one base.
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 3 6 p.Iain glasses ____ $ 8. 0.0
Highly ·polished alumin.um tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 8.00
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray________ 1.10
Highly polished aluminum
stacking base tor above
tray ---------,-------..,.,.. J. 70

Our Special
SELF-OOLLECTING OUBBIOND
. TR.~Y
13% inch Diameter
Highly polilfhed aluminum tray
with 36 plain glasses ____ $10.60
Highly po-lished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses____ 11.61
Highly pollshed aluminum cov-·ar for above tray------ 3.11
Highly polished a~yminum
stacking base for above
tray ------- ------ ---- 8.00

Dear Brother Hayhurst:
After much study and d e liberation I have
r eached the concl u sion that it is both scriptura l and d es irab le ·to teach the Bible by
the class m e thod using women to do some
of the teaching. If this is ,not in complete
harmony with the teaching of the Bible,
th en I am at lo ss as to what it does teach.
I wonder now why It r equired so much time
for m e t o see thi s. One reason is I never
did give th e question a serious . considera,tion until some two a nd a half years ago.
At th e present time . I am Jiving in Dallas
and working for Sears Roeb uck a nd Co .
However, my desire is to preach th~ gospel.
I hope to have the opportunity to work
with a group that is using a p lan that will
work. I spent so m e thirteen years. endeavoring to promote a n unworkable p lan. Now
I would like to s p end the remainder of my
life promoting one tha t · will work .
I was preaching fo r the congregation
In Farmers Branch when I decided that
Bible class es would be a valuabl e asset. I
made my a nnouncement to them, and wife
a nd I came to th e Letot congregation in
Dallas and there publicly made our stand
known ; also plac ed ou r membership with
this congregation.
Some of the bre thren h er e in Dallas are
m ak ing arrangem e nts to annouce my change
through t he papers. If , YOU would like to
m ake some statement it would be highly
appreciated by me. Also ii' you should linow
of so m e congregation that wants a preacher
I would be g lad if you put me in contact
with them. Hope to see you one of these
days .
'Yours in the preaching of the gospel
(Signed) SOLON BAILEY
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"Jesus and Jonah." By J. W. McGarvey.

DeHoff Publications.
1952. l'P· 72. $1.50.

Murfreesboro,

Tenn.

J . W. McGarvey was a copio us writera defender of th e Word.
He believed in
its Inspiration, its int egrity, and that it
was an all-sufficient guide from earth to
heaven.
This little Volume presents McGarvey at his best in defense. It is " tops"
on the s ubject. It has been out of circula~ion for a long time.
Brother DeHoff. has
rendered the brotherhood a distinct contribution in br-i nging it out in print once more.
We commend it to every Bible student's
library.
"Outlirtes of Sermons" and Inspirational
Talks. M. C. Kurfees. Edited by James R.
Cope and Wm. G . . Thompson, Lufkin, Texas.
1953.
These outlines and addresses were prepared by Brothel' Kurfees while preaching
for the Campbell (Hald ema!"l Avenue) church
in Louisville, Kentucky. Th ey we.re delivered at the old Campbell Street qhurch, with
the exception of the t a lks which w ere delivered at the old Nashville Bible School.
In the introduction ,the editors t e ll u s tha t
the note s are taken from his original long-,
hand, verbatim, and sent forth with the'
sincere desire that they will rece ive wide
usage.
The writer of these lin es holds with deep
reverence the nallle of l\f. C. Kurfees, and
has read this little volume of 62 pages with
profit. There are things in this volume that
will add to a preacher's library-it is a
preacher's book. The outlines are brief, and
will demand a caref ul reading.
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This is a volume of resource units In
sex education.
It suppJies a compelling
need which has been felt for some time.
It includes both teaching materials and
methods~ in these units which have been
tested in a number of schools:
Your ~ditor came across the volume the
frist time while aud itin g a class of juniors
and seniors in
city high school. It seemed
,then, and more so now, that It ought to be
in the library of t each er, preacher and others- interested in this age group. One .of
the s ingular things about the book is that
no special training is needed for the teach er who presents the material. Very detailed
yet flexible direc tions are given, along with
suggestions on how to best work out the
materials in any sort of curriculum.
Paul Popenoe of th e American Institute
of Family Relations, says of this book: "The
.book is a l a ndmark, a nd I only wish that
It cou·ld provide part of the compulsory
\educati?n of every child in the country."
The units deal with personal health and
human relations for th e kind~rgarten. For
grades 6, 7, and -g there is a unit on How
Living Things Reproduce.
Th e units progress on through courtship, marriage, and
family life.

a

"Sermons by P~ckup." By Harry Pickup,
Sr., Phillips Publications, Clearwater, Fla.,
P. 0. Box 535. pp. 214. 1953. $2. 75.

This is a volume of ser mons delivered by
Harry Pickup, Sr., in th e church building
at Cl"2.rwater, F1.orida, from February 25:March 6, 1953.
They were recorded and
·transcribed and now appear in this written
form. The book Is neatly bound, and the
mechanical make-up is excellent.
·
Brother Pickup has presented some ex cellen t materials In this volume which will
profit _ a larger reading public as they se cure and read this volume of sermons. He
has some wonderful sermons with his characteristic approach. Some of the sermon
topics are:
The Battle-ground of Those Who Build
The Spirit of Christ
"Units in - Personal Health and Human
What the Church Needs
Relations."
By
Biester,
Griffiths, and
Seeing the Difference
Pearce. The University of Minnesota Press.
Spiritual Heart Trouble
Minneapolis 14, "'M inn. pp. 266. $3.50.
Old Fashion Religion and others.

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure, unleave n ed bread for communion
purposes. El even wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
- carton---..:all carefully S'*\led so it will keep
Indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
FIRM

FOUNDA~ION

PUBLISHING HOUSE

Box '17, Au!iitl'n 61, Texas

WANTED
One experienced radio script writer.
One experienced producer of drama·
tized radio programs.
Salary--enough to draw qualified
men.

•

Contact: GEO. S. BENSON, Presi·
dent, Harding College, Searcy, Ark .

·-·
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"Sermon Outl-ines." · By T. Q, Martin.
Compiled by Morris M. Womack. Religiou s
Book S ervic e, 34 N. Layman Ave ., Indianapolis 19, India na. 1953. 143 pages.
Those who knew and loved Brother T. Q.
Martin will be •pleased to know that some
of his best sermon outlines have been preserved and are herewith published. We are

Page Fifteen
indebted to Brother Morris Womack, preacher for the Brightwood church , of Christ in
Indianapolis, who collected and preP,ared
the material for publication. We also are
indebted to Brother Earl West for writing
the biographical sketch and printing the
material.
Th ~ au thor suggests two reasons in the
_prefnce for send ing this volume forth. "First,
it is th'e hope of the compiler that it will
serve as a livin g monument to a truly great
pr eacher. Second, it is the fulfillment of·
a promise made by me to Brother Martin
some few weeks prior to his d eath." These
a re two laudable reasons.
Cautious care was ma!le. to preserve the·
outlin es as they were in the original copies.
Some few deletions were made, and a few
add itions in words to complete the sense,
etc. There are about a hundred twenty-five
outlines, full enough to be useable, and
pungent enough to be read.
All yo.ung
preachers will r elish having this copy on
their book shelf. Older preachers will find
it most suggestive, and helpful in adding
~o sermonic mat erials alroady on hand.
"Homes That L ast." By Arthur B. Rutl e dge, Broadman Press, Nas hville, Tenn.
1952. ,PP· 134. $1.00.
.
This is a book on · the Home. It is de•signed for class work in Baptist Trainin-gU ni ons.
Ther e are eight chapters.
IDach
is filled with excellent material. Those who
may wish to preach on the· hom e will find
valuable suggestions in this little volume.
The chapter h eadings are: The Need for
Christian Homes; Foundations for Christian
Home Life; Marriage and the Christian
Home; Some Marks of a Happy Home; Th!'l
Privilege of Parenthood; The Partnership
of Home and the Church; Enemies of the
Home; and The Abiding Strength of the
Home.
The boo!{ may be purchased in
e ith e r the_ cloth or paper binding by writing
the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box
77, Austin, Texas.
J. Lee Hines, McFarland Hospital, Lebanon, T ennessee, May 21: I tal{e this means
of informing th e many friends of my wife,
that she is still in Room 22 of McFarland
Ho sp ital, Lebanon, Tennessee, where she has
be.en for abo'llt &jx weeks. She is critically
ill. · She appreciates vei·y much the flowers
and l ette rs which are being sent; and I take
this m eans of expressing to you, for her,
her sincere thanks. I am at her b e dside,
and shall remain.
The church in Paden
,C ity, West VIrginia, has been nice to us.
Anyone wishing to contact me may address
me : 124 Gr.ee nl awn Drive, Lebanon, T e nnessee, or phone 789 . While you linger, medi>.tate and pond er, read -Psalm 23.
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MAJESTIC HYMNAL -- Well Reueived
.;.

GREATLY PLEASED, but not surprised we ar e not ing the reaction of
t hose who have received copies of~ our first editicm of "THE MAJESTIC
HYMNAL." Sample copies called for have been sent, and examined, and
already orders, large and small have rea ched our offioe. Some were so
certain that the book would please them that they placed orders for their
full requirements in advance, to be shipped as soon as the books were
from the bindery and these orders have already been fill€d. We appreciate
tbis confidence, and are glad of course, when we receive a message that
''we are more than pleased" with the book.
You will note that "THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL" is different. It is not just
like the common run of song books. You are entirely correct in this; and
we are glad that you take notice of it. And we want to-add that this is
not at all unintentional on . our part. For example you will find quite a
number of songs that are designed and intended to be used for special
occasions, a line of composition for which we have frequent calls, and
which are very much in demand among our singers~ specially among
t he younger groups in many of the larger congregations, and are offue
very first importance in musical training and song drills, which are
greatly needed to revive the proper interest in singing in most of the
churches.
·
Boost the song service; practice singing frequently and also have a real
Singing School at frequent intervals. Nothing will build up interest in .
t he congregation more than really good, enthusiastic singing; and excellent singing will do more than any other one element in leading souls to
obey the gospel. No matter what Song book you are now using, you will
make no mistake if you order a supply of "THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL"
j ust for a real period of teaching, and drill,. and developing an interest in
n~w and old songs. We can use an old book too long; also it is a good
t hing sometimes to get a new book for some special drills and for use
in the church even if we store the old ones for future use or for supplying
weaker, smaller, or mission groups.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas .·
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The Resun-ection
Only a few people, who think in a narrow channel, try to
deny the resurrecti9n of the dead. With the majority of men
it is a,ccepted as a fact. This belief is imbedded in the hearts
of men in all nations. It is the greatest hope of humanity.
Nothing could fill the hearts of men with deeper despair,
than to blot out the hope of the resurrection of the dead.
When light on the resurrection was dim, Job inquired, "If a
man die, shall he live again?" (Job 14:14). In quiet resignation he said, "All the days of my appointed time wiTI I
wait till my change come." Job ha d a deep conviction of
a resurrection, but in his time there had been no specific
revelation concerning it, such as is . provided in the New
Testament.
In the New Testament there is abundant evidence of tile
resurrection of man from the grave. , The most convincing
testimony is that which pertains to the resurrection of
Christ. The wisdom of mail has tried in vain to repudiate
this testimony. A few strong inte·l lectuals have made a close
study of Christ's resurrection in an effort to prove its apl}arent falsity, who were converted to its truth by their
investigations. About six hundred people who knew Jesus
before he was crucified said they saw him alive after he
was crucified. More than this, they were ready to die, rather
than deny what they had seen. This is not easy to overthrow
or explain away.
In his vision on Patmos, John says he saw the · earth
and sea give up the dead: "And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and h ell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and th ey were judged every man according to their works" (Rev. 2 0: 13). An eno rmous populalation sleeps und er the waves of the great deep. But graves
.in the sea are no problem with the Lord in the resurrection
day. God will find the bodies that men have failed to rescue.
So all the dead in earth and sea will be raised to stand in
one great throng before the bar of jadgment.
The New Jerusalein
In the twenty-first chapter of Reve·l ations, we read of
John's vision of the new Jerusalem. This scene followed his
vis'ion of the resurrection and judgment. Of this wonderful
sight John writes, "And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as· a
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a...great voice out
of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of- God is with men;
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there
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shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying; neither
shall there be ,any. more pain: for the former things are
passed away" (Rev. 21:2-4).
The resurrection and judgment are past; the earth sleeps
in silence, having been dissolved with the fervent heat. And
now the apostle sees the heavenly Jerusalem as -if descending from God. This must have been a scene of surpassing
splendor: At this time John was an old man-the sun of
life was going down. Men naturally wonder what heaven is
like. The description here given is no doubt figurative, but
it shows that the grandeur of heaven far transcends the
glories of earth. A state where there is no sin-, no pain, no
d eath, and where God wipes all tears away is desired by all
men. In heaven no one weeps beside the open grave-all
these things have passed away.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Rightly Dividing The Word Of Truth
~ F. 0. Howell
This term "rightly dividing," must mean proper application. In matters of fa.ith, there can be no alternative other
than to accept the plain letter of the law, whether the thing
spoken of is incorporated in the law, or excluded by the law.
This is a principle, to w hich th ere can b.e no exception, arid
therefore no compromise. In matter-s. of this sort, we are to
su-bmit to the Lord, and not one to anotlrer. In this field of
thought and understanding, th ere is little, or no division
among preachers, leaders and congregations of the Churches
of Christ.
There is, hewever, the question of "expediency," that is ever
present in carrying out matters of faith, that is not infrequently highly explosive; and furnishes the battleground for
most, if not all of our church troub-les. It is to this phase
of the question, that the writer addresses himself at this
time. The occasion for_ this article, was a question -asked in an
"open forum" meeting at a recent lecture course of one of
our colleges; about a congregation buying a pig to barbecue
for .a special occasion, to which some of the. meinbers offered
serious objection.
First, let it be observed that each congregation of the
saints, is an autonomus body according to the scriptures. The
Christ is the Lord, the King, the Law-giver, the High-Priest,
the Ruler, the Governor; and it is up to each congregation
of the saints to see to it that he is so honored and respected.
Any sort of super-organization, that would destroy, or IIi any
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of way abridge this right, prerogative, responsibility and
obligation, is contrary to both the genious and letter of the
scriptures, and sha.uld be strictly avoided. Advice and counsel may be offere<j. or it may be s-o ught, as opportunity arises
or as the needs may appear to require; but this should always
be. on the basis , of freely give and freely receive, and never
with compulsion or restraint. While all saints are members
of the church of our Lord by regeneration or the new birth,
none of us have an authentic voice in the affairs of a local
congregation, unless and until we have so identified ourselves. Neither is it the prerogative of a local congregation
to assume dominion or watch-care, over members of the
church who have not formally so identified themselves. All
Cliristians are inter-related in many ways; but we also have
our personal rights, prerogatives, responsibilities and obligations, and one of these is to identify ourselves with a loyal
congregation, and then do our part to c·a rry out its programme. That we should do just this, fs a matter of faith;
but with which congregation we should identify ourselves is
a matter of expediency, that we have a perfect right to determine.
It is well to state in this connection, that in communities
where there are numerous congregations in close proximity,
it sometimes happens, · that a member becomes peeved, and
leaves the fellowship o•f his home congregation and places
membership with another, without wrongs beir~g redressed
and grievances settled. It should be remembered that a
separation and a severance of ties, never settles any thing,
and unless we forgive, w.e shalJ not be forgiven. Let it be
remembered, that sin against a brother stands as a barrier
between the worshiper and his God; and that geographical
removal, serves only as a means of a dding insult to. injury.
Such practices are a serious impact of great magnitude against
~ll parties that have responsibility in maintaining proper and
righteous brotherly relations. A proper division of the word,
in matters of this sort, will uncover startling errors that have
wide repercussions in maintaining the - faith "that was once
for all delivered to the saints."'
- Now, back to the "open f-orum" and the "barbecuing of the
pig.~' There were probably two hundred preachers, and as
many elders present, when this question was raised, and the
question of "expediency" f1:om many angles was freely discussed, in which great numbers participated. The matter of
class and 'church picnics, the serving of foods and refreshments, the providing of kitchens and other equipments for
such purposes, church buildings, class rooms, classes, t; achers and the like, provisions for the care of orphans, widows,
the aged and the poor generally. The m eans of transportation in going to the ends of the earth, in the proclamation
of the gospel; and numerous other things including methods
of t eaching, dispensing the communion, the r eceiving of offerings, etc.: and finally the widely used method among the
stronger churches, of providing a "budget plan" for outlining
the annual programme, estimating necessary expenditures for
its executio1;1, and then submitting it to the congregation for
comment, revision and elimination, with a view of coming
to a !fieeting of minds; so that all may feel that they have been
Gonsidered and consulted, and that every member may be
able to estimate his reasonable part in the over-all operation,
and make his plans and purposes accordingly, as he may be
prospered. All seemed to be approaching a meeting of minds
to the effect that "expediency" must be given a place, in
providing any sort of operations in the affairs of any congregation if it is to accomplish any sort of workable programme; but what about "pig"?
One of the older set of preachers arose, and in substance
presented the following; to-wit, Paul stated, "All things are
lawful for me, but all things are not expedient";-"All things
are lawful, but not all things edify." It appears therefore,
that for anything to be "expedient," it must not be out of
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harmony with the Scriptures; and it must be accepted and
approved, by the congregatiqn that is concerned. Now, let
us consider the Jerusalem church. In its early operations,
it was directed and supervised by the inspired apostles, and
therefore, it must have been right. No command was given
to the effect that there must be a "common treasury," yet
none of them said that aught that he possessed, was his own.
They made all they had, available to the church treasury, and
laid it at the apostles' feet. All were fed out of that abundance made available, and it certainly met the approval of the
L-ord, the apostles and the entire church as well. Such an
act, was never condemned in the Scriptures, and their flocks
and herds were not excluded from their offerings. There was
so mu-c h business connected with this matter of expediency,
for such it no doubt was, that seven of their very best men
were selected to supervise and oversee the daily distribution
of foods . It appears, th,at this arrangement was discontinued,
after the case of Ananias and Sapphira, in Acts 5, but is never
condemned in the Scriptures. Matters of expediency, can
never be uniform. They must vary, with the needs of the
local congregation. All matters of faith are the same, and
must remain the same regardless or prosperity, adversity, or
condition of servitude. So long as matters of expediency are
kept within the bounds of the congregation that provises
them and are carried on unto edification ·.and without compulsion or restraint, it appears that there can be no reasonable or scriptural objection to them. We all alike, are subject to the L-ord in matteril of faith, and we have no other
alternative. No doubt the apostle -Peter was referring to this
great field of expediency, when in 1 Peter 5:5, he exhorted,
"Yea, all of you be subject one to another." Solomon, never
uttered a more pr-ofound and significant truth, than when he
BLUE RIDGE CAMP MEETING, JULY 18-24

A. R. Holton
A good program has been arranged for the Blue Ridge
Camp Meeting at Blue Ridge, North Carolina, July 18-24.
Tb,e program is well balanced, consisting of class teaching
and sermons together with rest and recreation for those ·in
attendance. All guests will be housed in the buildings of the
Blue Ridge Assembly. This is the southern headquarters of
the Y.M.C.A. Guests will have access to all the classrooms
and to the 1600 acres of woods and trails belonging to the
assembly.
Last year, groups came from all sections of our country. ,
The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is visited annually
by thousands of visitors from all parts of the country. Those
visiting will get first-hand information regarding the opportunities fot mission work in North and South Carolina. The
growth of the churches in these states has been remarkable
within the past ·few years . It is hoped that something will
be known at this meeting of. the work of every congregation
in the two states.
Young people will be interested to know that special provision has been made for them under the direction of L. E.
Cranford, minister of the University Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee.
Reservations for the meeting should be made at once to
J. W. Brents, Woodmont Boulevard, Nashville, Ten~essee.
FIRM FOUNDATION Published Weekly by the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Austin, Texas, G. H. P. Showalter, Editor.
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said, quote, "Where there is no vision, the p eople perish."
It must therefore appear to the discerning mind, that the

Lord was making provision for the greates t possible exercise
<lf human wisdom and ingenuity in promoting his kingdom ,
when he left· out of his ""\Vill and Testament" so many matt ers of detail, that could not establish uniformity, without
serious handicaps, impairments and repercussions. Broth er
David Lipscomb t a ught us in his Bible classes, that all <lf the
elements necessary t o carry out a command:!llent, are included
in the commandment whether or not they are set forth in
detail. This, is a n ecessary implication, the force of which,
it is impossible to resist. The wisdom and judgment of the
elders of any congregation should be seriously considered in
the light of the Scriptures, before the m em bers begin to make
objection to their recommendations and decisions. It appeared that tire "pig" question was settled, and that the great
assembly came to . a meeting of minds. Brother Guy N. Woods,
was ' the · "open forum" director, and the incident was - at the
Freed-Hardeman College, Henderson, Tenn.

GARY SCOTT CALLED TO 1\UNISTER IN RIVERSIDE
Brother Gary Scott is
completing his B.A. degree
work in Abilene Christian
College this month and has
accepted an invitation to
minister .with the church of
Christ in Riverside, Fort
Worth. He will be a co-laborer with Claude A. Guild.
Brother Scott will give most
of his time to educational
and singing work. He comes
well qualified and recommended in both fields. He
has. a major in Secondary
Education. He will move to
.Fort Worth June 1st.
The Riverside congregation is overseeing the work
of John Hardin in Port
E lizabeth, Union of South
Gary Scott
Africa, and Allan Flaxman,
in Australia. They are helping with the support of E . R.
Davis, Jr., and Marvin Martin, in Maine; Dana Miner, in
New York City, and Alex Humphries, in Rock Springs, Wyoming.

The Wise Person
Dick Powell
To the Christian th ere is no more beautiful promises in
the Scriptures than those to soul winners. We are told in
Prov. 11:30 that, "He that winneth souls is wise," anJt_. a lso
that "they who are teachers shall shine ~s the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn .m any to righteo usness as the stars forever and ever" (Dan. 1 2 : 3). H appy indeed then is the Christian who has the vision and who dili. gently seeks to acquire the skill to win souls.
It is sad but true, that th ere are countless numbers of
Christians who doubt their ability/ to do successful personal
work for Christ. Many have the strange idea that some extraordinary gifts are required or else they feel that extra-.
ordinary attainments are necessary. Some · even imagine that
only the highly ed u cated and the specially trained can ever
be fitted fo r such work. If this were true we could almost
be led t o believe that Christ made a great mistake in his
· choice of the twelve disciples (Matt. 1.0: 2- 4) . Of course, it
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is certainly true that the greater the education and the
more thorough the preparation, other things being equal,
the better fitted one will become to do his work. However,
any Christian with an ordinary education , an earnest heart,
and a moderate degree of tact and j.udgment can acquir e the
needful skill.
Therefore, to any or all who aspire to become so~l winners, I would like .to s ubmit the following helpful suggestions:
1. First of all, a gen uine love for mankind is n ecessary.
Soul winning without love is utterly impossible. Matt. 22:
39 tells us, " . . . Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."
As recorded in 2 Cor. 5: 14, the apostle Paul said concerning his own motive, "The love of Christ constraineth us."
The book of Acts records that before Paul was converted he
was a h ate r of Gentile nations (Acts 9:1, . 2). After his conversion he became an apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 9:3-18;
22:3 -16). ·Well did Paul realize that he had . the greatest
gift any man could hope for, and because of this he wanted
to share it with others. In so doing he fulfilled the Golden
Rule of Matt. 12:7, "Therefore all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them ."
Thus the whole of his life and career was devoted to winning those whom he had once hated. Truly could it be said
that, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends" (Jno. 15:13). Surely it can
be said th a t ""love for the souls of men is born of the love
for Christ ( 2 Cor. 5: 14).
2. Secondly, the soul winner must surrender his all to
the task at hand. In the work of soul winning half-heartedness is fatal. It requires the whole weight of one's thoughts,
interest and love to impress him whom you would seek to
save.
To make clear the meaning of this second point turn to
John 4. Here Jesus is pictu red talking to the woman of Samaria at "Jacob's well" (Jno. 4:6). As we read the story
we learn that he was completely absorbed in what he was
doing. In fact some of his greatest personal work and teaching was now taking place. After a season of time Jesus' disciples· returned from tb,eir errand. Upon returning, the disciples commented upon h is devotion to his task and th e earn estness of his maimer. Thus when time had passed and they
were alone ". . . his disciples prayed him, saying, . Master,
eat" (Jno . 4:31) . "But he said unto them, I have m eat to
eat th at ye know not of. Therefore said the disciples one to
another, Hath a~ty man brought him aught to eat? Jesus
saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent
me, and to finish his work" (Jno. 4 : 3 2- 3 4). Every soul
winner mast realize that soul winning is an absorbing undertaking. By saying this I do not mean to imply that the soul
winner must devote all his time to soul winning. No indeed!
For a fact it is known that some of the most successful are
those who can give only a part of their tim e to this momentous work. It is well to remem):ler though that it must
be whole-hearted work whenever and wherever it is done.
Certainly the fact should be realized that soul winning is
like a ll other great and heroic forms of effort. We must beco m e dead to other things in order to become efficient in
this. We are to r enounce the frivolous and superficial things
in -the interes t of this great thing . R enunciatioa is a great
Christian law. A glad and wholehearted surrender of the
things which have no place in a Christian's effort is the first
step toward attaining a higher level of usefulness and power.
3. Thirdly, a thorough knowledge f the Scriptures is
essential to the soul winner. The greater the scope and tke
more comprehensive the better. It is expedient however that
the soul winner have a ready recollection of those passages
of scripture which pertain to this · task. We m u st " . . . be
ready alWJ!.YS to give an answer to every man that asketh
. . . a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
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fear" (1 Peter 3:15). If this can be done fl·om memory, fine,
but if not, we should be at least sufficiently familiar to turn
to any p ertin ent passage at will . The truth which is God's .
word (Jno. 17: 17) , is the sword of the Holy Spirit (Eph.
6: 17). As this swo rd is unsheathed and wielded by the Christian the Spirit can do its work, "For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing evell to the diving asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the he.art" (Heb. 4:12). By having a thorough
knowledge we can assure ourselves of teaching the pure and
unadulterated gospel of Christ when saying, Roman 1:16:
''For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the
'l!OWer of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
t o the Jew first, and also to the Greek."
4. Fourthly, the soul winner should be alert to discover
possibilities for soul winning. Too many times we make the
mistake of thinking that these opportunities come rarely. As
a matter of fact, they are coming all the time in our intercourse with our fellow men. Concerning this thought it is
well for us to remember the words spoken in Jno. 4: 3 5; Matt.
9: 3 7, 3 8: "Say not ye, There are four months, and then
cometh the harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest." " . .. but the laborers are fe-\v; 1'1·ay ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers
into his harvest." May this prayer be our command.
5. Fifthly, the last helpful suggestion is to have and use
skill in presenting the truth o.f Christ's gospel. "Perhaps the
best qualification for prese nting clearly the truth that one
knows is t11 have a clear gras p of the truth itself." The
greatest .need cf a soul winner is to state the saving truths·
of God's word in the clearest possible manner. Therefore
the soul win)ler sho uld master the elementary truths of the
gospel of Christ. Each scripture should be fused into the
Christian soul tvinner by the mediums of thought, meditation, and prayer. "But his delight is in the law of the Lord ;
and in his law doth he meditate day and night" (Psalm
1:2). "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much" (Jas. 5:16b). When all of this has been
accomplished then the effect of the so ul winner's efforts on
the life of others will be like the bursting forth of fountains
of living water in the midst of parched. desert.
Box 215, Glen Rose, Texas.
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JACR NADEAU
"Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, t hat they are
white already un to harvest."
Through political a nd s ocial upheavals caused by the last
world war, Germany has become a fertile field for
pr eaching the gospel. The
Germans have been torn
from the traditions of the
past and are now very receptive to the preaching of
the s imple gospel.
There have been great
strides made in the past five
ye a rs in Germany by the
churches of Christ of America, and we believ e that even
greater accomplishments will
be effected in the future .
Under the direction of the
elders of the Skillman Avenue church of Christ, Dallas,
Texas, · Jack Nadeau has been
preaching in Munich, Ger, Jack Nadeau .
many, for the past four
years. On April 1, 19 53. he and his family arrived back in
Dallas for a few months' visit am'ong the churches. They
are living her e a nd worshipping and working with the Skillman Avenue congregation . He wants to visit among the
churches and report on the work in Germany telling of the
successes in the· past and the possibilities and needs of the
future . He h as some very fine colored slides to show which
depict the German work and scenes of interest.
- Brother Nadeau is sent out with the backing and endorsement of the Skillman Avenue elders. If you wou ld like to
have him visit yo ur home congregation, please write or call
him in care of the Skillman Avenue Ch urcli of Christ, Dallas.
He will be here until September 1st and will b e available
for speaking engagements all during this ti.me.-Signed:
'Elders, Skillman Aven ue Church of Christ, Dallas.

The Work In Southeast Arkansas
BILL

HU~ffiLE

TO KANSAS CITY

James R. CoJ>e
Bill J. Humble, faithful gospe l preacher, will serve as
eyangelist for the 39th and Flora church in Kansas City,
Missouri, beginning June 7. For the past four years, Brother
Humble ·has served on the fa culty of Flori·d a Christian College. At the sa me time he h as l abored with the 9th Avenue
church in St. Petersb ur g.
Brother Humble has wrestled with the problem of giving
up formal school work for th e past two..-years. Since he bega_n preaching ten years ago, h e has ei ther b een in school
or teaching in secular fields during th e entire time.
He
leaves Flo1ida Christian College with mutual goodwill b etween himself a nd the college .
I first knew Brother Humble as a student in Freed-Hardeman College almost ten years ago . His is a scholarly mind
and_ a studious disposition. His recent work, Alexander Caxn.pbell a11d Controversy, which deals with Campbell's debates,
gives a forthri ght in.dication of his ability. He has made contributions to the Gospel Advocate, Christian Worker, and
the Preceptor. While we regret the loss of Brother Humble's
talents, we believe that his usefulness in the kingdoom, freed
from many details incurred in school work, will redound to
the honor of Go·d and the profit of the brethren.

Doyle Banta
Many think of Ark ansas as a field where the church is
quite strong and that is tru e is some sections. It is not
strong in southeast Arkansas. We have many towns where
there is no New Testament church. With the ch urch in West
Helena taki ng th e lead and GJthers coopera-ting, we are trying to put a congregation in each town. During the past
two years four n ew congregations have been started.
ln
August of 1951 ·we established the work in Elaine, Ark., 30
miles south of us . The first m eeting there resulted in 16
baptfzed and a f e\v restored. At present we have about 60 meeting in the Communi ty Hall. They hope to erect a building
this y ear. Brother Harvey Martin of Memphis, Tenn., preaches
. for th em each SuU:d ay. · This past summer, with the help of
others, a congregation w as b egu n in Mar vell, Ark., 17 miles
west of us. That chu r ch now has about 60 meeting in ' the
Legion Hut. · Th ey h ope to build this summ er. Last suminer
we baptized an e lder ly l a dy in Holly Grove, Ark . The church
is now m ee tin g in her home. She is Sister Kate Cannon. We
hop e to see this work enlarged soon. Brother Porter Hogan of
·west Memphis, Ark. has taken the lead in planting the church
in Hu ghes, Ark. They now · meet in the Legion Hall. We
hav e about t en memb ers there. We have also conducted two
meetings among the colored to establish. the work in West
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Helena. Nine have been baptized so far.
with th e colored church in' Helena .
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Allen E . Vann to 1\Iarvell, Ark.
The coming of Brother Allen E . Vann ol Casper, Wyo., to
Marvell about the middle of April is great news for us in this
section. B,rother Vann is well qu-alified for the work. I have
known him for several years and fo und him to be true to the
Book, a good preacher and hard worker. Brother Vann will live
in Marvell, th.en divid e his time between Marvell, Cypert and
Shiloh churches. Cypert . is on e of the oldest congregations
in this section and locat ed only fol!-r miles sou th of Marvell.
Shiloh is located about 20 miles west of Marvell. He will
have a h eavy schedule preaching at Cypert at 10:00, Marvell at 11:10, Shiloh at 3:00p.m., Cypert at 6:00p.m. and
Ma rv ell at 7: 3 0 p.m. H ·e w ill d o personal work in all three
c-ommunities each week. He will also be w ith each congregation for prayer meeting.
Possibly some are wo nd ering just why we are so glad to
see Brother Vann come. Before he arrived, do you realize
the neares t full time preacher to me is Memphis, Tenn., 7 6
miles away? The closest full tim e man to me si•ce coming
her e ·has been 46 miles aw ay. In faet in southeast Arkansas
I can only think of about four full time men. This section
of Arkan sas is ripe. We just ne ed the workers. We are encouraging the members to do more personal teaching, but
we can use many more full time workers.
The church in West Rel ena has been established for several
years. Glenn Parks, Carrol Trent, Joe Spaulding, L. C. Lawson and myself have served this congregation. During Brother
Lawson's stay here a new building and preacher's home wer.e
erected in one of the best locations in the town. The church
here numbers about 225 mem,bers. Our building is full , so
we hope to establish another congregation soon.
We now have congregations in La Grange, Aubrey, Marianna, Forrest City, Hughes, Holly G:cove, Shiloh, Marvell, Cypert,
Coffee, South Helena, and Elaine. Brother J . W. Smith of

You Can Do Personal Work
Otis Gatewood

Brother Howard L. Schug of F rankfurt, Germany, speaks to
a young la.w student from the_ University of Frankfurt.
This young lawyer is now a Christian and is attend ing the
Bible training school in Frankfurt to train himself to preach
the gospel. He was a leader of Com~unists in West Germany
from 19 4 6 to 19 4 9, and spent two years in the East Zone
of Germany. He was invited to Moscow by the Communhus.
He was converted to the Lord by personal work. Learn how:
to do personal work by reading: YOU CAN DO PERSONAL
.WORK, by Otis Gatewood. Price $2 .50. Order from the Firm
Foundation Publishing House, Box 77, Austin 61, Texas.

West Helena, who holds a secular job, has aided much in
this section. He established and preaches for the church in
South Helena. Brother W. C. Lumpkin of the Coffee church
farms, but has aided greatly in th e work at Dyer and Marvell.
•
A big job is still ahead. Helena has 12 ,0 00 population and
yet no congregation in Helena proper. We have many small
towns such as Barton, Lexa, De Witt, Poplar Grove, Wabash,
Mellwood, More, Clarendon, Rondo, 'Roe and many others.
We have thousands among the colored w ho need the truth.
As yet we only have a small congregation in Helena, Marvell,
Blackston, and Forrest City. Brother Berry Minor who lives in
Helena a nd serves as county agent h as been a great help in
the colored work. He is the only co-lored preacher in this
section of Arkansas. The colored ch ur ch meets at St. Francis
and O'Connor Streets in Helena and has a block building.
The church in South Helena has been r emodeled and
so has the church at Aubrey and La Grange. The Coffee
church is now completing a new building.
We know there are many other fields with fewer churches
fl,nd workers but wanted to g ive yo u this information concerning our work. We are growing and we face the future
with greater zeal and determination. We ask yo ur prayers in
our labors.
West Helena Ark.

Growing Or Driffingl
Virgil Bentley
There has been some Ci'>ntroversy in the church in recent
years. It has taken on '{arious forms and centered in specific
issues, but largely the controversy sums itself up as to
whether the church is growing or drifting.
Some de clare the ch urch is growing and making the
most rapid progress it has made in centu ries. Others warn
that red danger signals are on every hand, and that the
church is on the V'ery verge of apostasy. Is it not possible
that this is a most healthy condition? We shall h.ave real
cause for alarm when there is no longer talk of the church's
growth. We shall also have an equally just cause for alarm
when Christians cease warn ing of the dangers of apostasy.
Certainly th e church is growing! It is inconceivable that
anyone could doubt this. And certainly the church is fa-ced
with dangers. It always has been, and always will be. The
church is a divine institution. It is also a powerhouse for
human service. As servants in the kingdom of God we should
walk circumspectly. We sho uld see c,learly our opportunities,
and also the dangers whi ch accompany them, and never go
overboard in regard to optimism or pessimism. The chureh
has room for. the eager energies of youth, and it also has
room for the seasoned wisdom of experience.
The apostle Paul exhorted Christians in this manner: "I
therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthily of .the calling wherewith ye are called, with all lowli- .
ness and meekness, with longs ufferin g, forbearing one another in love; giving diligence to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph. 4:1-3). Our calling is a
high one, and certainly it demands me ekness, longsuffering,
forbearance · and love. Brethren will sometimes let personalities enter into th e iss ues and feeling will run high, and
this often is at the expense of th e church in peace and unity.
Let us not g ive in to ~rror, but let us a lways give in to
whims in order to spare the ch ur ch.
It is hard indeed for us to remember that the ultimate
criteria for conduct and work in the ehurch is New Testament t eaching, and not necessarily what the church did 40
years ago. If the church isn' t growing it ought to be. If
the church isn't aware of the ever-present danger of_ apos·tasy in this the twentieth century it ought to be. · I am
thankful for the cautious and constructive critjos. -May God
help us when we are round without either,!
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Studies In -Ga.latians (No. 16)
t·

R. C. Bell
The sini'j in the church at Corinth includec! partyism, fornication, litigation, idolttry, ~n d drunkenn ess. Apparently, the
Galatians weTe guilty of like sins, but Paul <-aw another sin
:in them that disturbed him far "l.1ore deeply. They were forsaking God's house, built on the rock, for one of their own
building on sand. After having b egun in the Spirit, they
were turning back bo· the flesh; denying a f ull redemption in
the Spirit, they were looking for a supplement in their ov."'l
natural strength and ability to work out for themselves perc
fected righteousness. In effect , according to Paul, .this made
void the grace of God, the cross of Ohristt, the power of the
Spiri t, and destroyed the house the triune God buil t to its
deep es t foundation. Thus, their , religion became a ll of the
fle sh.
Inasmuch as the Galatians d id not know "the deep things
of Satan" (Rev. 2:24), they did not see the do ctrinal implications of t heir legalism. There is no better evidence of Satan's
deep malice and demonic sagacity than his perverting the
law, which God intende d to convict men of :;in , ro humble
them, and to lead them to Christ, into a powerful instru ment
to m ake men proud and self-righteous.
He is !l-eep and
wicked enough to turn Christians into blind, Pharisaic hypocrites.
· Doubtless, the Galatians continu ed to preach baptism "into
the name of the Father and of the Son an d of the Holy
Spirit" for the r emission of sins , observe the Lord's Supper ,
and meet ot1ler requirem ents, yet, all unkno wn to themselves, they were "fallen away fro1.; grace." Christians today shoul-d not think that, because th ey do not observe the
carnal ordh1ances of Moses, they a r e immune to th e legal
principle. They should realize that, in infinite w.isdom and
goodness, God in Christianity, w ithout any help from man
except his absolu te surr ender, assumes 1t'll responsibility, no
matter what Satan knows a nd does, for enabling a nd perfecting Christians who really !rust him and cooperate with him.
This kind of faith wou ld have saved the Galatians from legalism with its t r uly terrible consequences, a s it will ·s ave
Christians today from legalism with its truly terrible cons<eq uences.
"Works of. the Flesh"

A cursory examination of these "work.s" shows a catalogue
of .fifte en items (ASV), all related to the Mosaic Code. The
first three items ("fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness" )
remind us of, "Thou shalt not commit adultery." The next
two ( " idolatry, sorcery") of, "Thou shalt have no other gods
before me." Then follow eight items ("enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, envyings"), which
violate, "Thou -s halt love thy_ neighbor as thyself." "Where
love is thin, faults are thick." The last two ("drunkenness,
revellings") are beastly self-gratification, which are alw ays
beneath human dignity. With authoritative finality that admits no argument, Paul follows this list with: "I forewarn
y ou, even as I did forewarn you, that they who practice
such things shall not inherit the ·kingdom of God." L et- us
read the list again~ it was written for us too.
, Sorcery, or witchcraft, which is superhuman knowledge
and power acquired by compact with evil spirits and traffic
with the dead, is a biblical subject. God- gives warning against
it in the Old Testament: "There shall not be found with
thee any one that useth divination . . . or a sorcerer . . .
·Or a consulter with a familiar spirit, or a wizard, or a
necromancer (one who c.o mmunicates with the dead) . . .
·For whosoever doeth these things is an abomination unto
Jehovah" (Deut. 18:10, 12). Immediately following this
scri,pture, God pr_omises to send Christ in liell of such leaders. In 1 Sam. 28, is found the story of King Saul and the
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witch of Endor. Paul's epitaph reaEl.s: "So Saul died for
his trespass . . . and also for that h e asked counsel of one
that had a familiar spirit" (1 Cluon. 10: 13).
In the New Testament, we meet sorcery often, always opposing Christianity. Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8) ; "Elymas
the sorcerer" (Acts 13) ; and the maid with "a spirit of
divination" (Acts 16 ) are well-known figures. Sorcery was
very prevalen t in Ephesus (Acts 19). Satan, "the god t>f
this world," opposed Christianity, especially in new places
with sorcery. In Gal. 5:20, written some twenty-five years
after Pentecost, Paul brackets it with idolatry, with which
it is a llied and coeval. At a time yet to come, all sorcerers of
all time shall have th eir part " in the lake that burneth with
fire and brims tone" (Rev. 21: 8) .
The two leading f eatures of sorcery, reading destiny and
commerce with the dead, are prevalent today.· Doubtless,
there is much humbuggery, based as all idola try is, on greed,
superstition and religious ignorance, yet, .according to the
Bible, a core of reality exists. The road to Endor, for men
like Saul, is still open. For Christians, however , as for the
ancient J ews, it is a closed road of disob edienc e a nd ruin.
They cannot honor Christ as Mediator in some d a rk room
seeking guid ance from a "medium." This and all suc h like
is of the flesh.
"Fruit~ of the Spirit"

"The fruit of the Spirit is love·, joy, peace, longs uffering,
kindness, goodness , faithfulness, meekness. self-contr oL" The
Spirit in this ver se i-s a tree bearing a cluster of ninefold
heavenly fruit. Because of1 its relationship to the rest of the
cluster, love comes first. Without love, none of the fruit is
so und and wholesome. The joy, the l ongsuffering, the meekn ess and all the rest, if they have not love, are rotten at the
core and worthless. Magic love is living, cont agio us , creativ e, and imparts these qualities to the entire cluster. "The
great est of these is love." Love! joy, peace! What more
w ould yo u h ave? Long after the shallow wells of the flesh
have run dry, from the perpetual fo untain of the Spirit down
d eep within the human spirit contin ue to "flow rivers of
living water" for " r efre shing from the presence of the Lord."
"A well of water springing up unto eternal life." "Where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty" and· fruit.
The Holy Spirit is the only tree that produces "the fruit
of the Spirit." Since such fruit is not native to earth, the
fl esh do es not, and cannot produce it. "The flesh lusteth
against the Spirit." All Paul knows to do with th e flesh is
to crucify it "with the passions a nd. lusts thereof." God does
not expect men in the flesh to produce spiritual fruit and live
his life until h e gives them his Spirit, and they "become partakers of the div_ine nature." As without changing gravity
a magnet counteraets it, so without changing the flesh, the
Holy Spirit counterworks it, and keeps it in subjection so
that it cannot "bite and devour" and destroy. It never becomes spiritual, any more than foolishness becomes wisdom.
It M3 a tiger which only the Spirit can ev11n chain.

Books That Should Be in Every Home
Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ------ - - --- - -------- ----2.60
The Bible, Book by Book, by J. B. Tidwell, giving Analyses, Outlines and Notes on every book of the
Bible. ------- --- - -------- ----- ------------- 2.50
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars -------- 26.00
Handfuls on Purpose, an immense fund of expository
outlines, select Bible readings, short scripture
studies, etc., 13 volumes __ __ __ ___________:_ __ _ 30.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas

Box 77
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
How Approximately $25;000 Worth of Books Were Burned!
Books are wonderful servants, marvelous tools. But the
printed page can be used to cany the Word of God or to
carry lies of Atheism, Communism, and all manner of error
!,and and immorality. In Ephesus the preaching of , Christ resuLted in the burning of about $25,000 worth of books of magic
•or sarcery. These baoks were filled wibh incantations and
charms which were supposed to guard the pagans from evil
spirits. The "Ephesian Letters" were famous in ancient witchcraft. When Paul enJi.ghtened the people they repented of
their practice of evif sorcery and proved their change of will
by publicly burning these expensive books.
The lesson for us is that when we t uly believe in the Lord
Jesus Ghrist and repent of our sins "we must bring forth
works" showing our change of attitude. The mah who claims
to have obeyed the gospel, to have confessed his faith in
Christ, repented and to have been baptized into Christ and
goes on living llike he did as a worldian, has not truly been
converted.

New Policy In Children's Home-Part 11
F. E. Hayes

"Home is the highest and finest product of civilization.
Children should not be deprived of it ·except for urgent and
compelling reasons."
Study that a moment. An exper t said it, but ·every Christian knows it. Yet there ·are hundreds of children in Christian orphan homes that could be pla-ced in private Christian
homes if the need could be clearly seen and the heart truly
stirred to pity.
The man who said the above, Leon Richman, is a child
welfare expert in Cleveland, Ohio. He also said this: "A
program of child welfare is more than merely giving food
and shelter. It is social engineering', which lays the foundation for -the future of our nation."
We have given food and shelter . . It can be said to our
credit. But we have left the "engineering" in the hands
of those who themselves say that we are better equipped to
handle it. We .have neglected the opportunity which Christian orphan homes are reminding us of right now-the opportunity of opening our private homes til children we may
want to adopt or give foster care.
Richman, in an article on "New Needs and New' Approaches
in Foster Care," says that 24-hour group life (such as we
have in orphan homes) is not ideal for little children. Their
physical and emotional needs require personal care which
only a family can provide.
Johp. Dula, Houston, Texas, child welfare expert, says:
"Many babies beginning to toddle are handicapped in their
progress when cared for in an institution or a group where
their needs for individual attention are not met--to the same
measure as is possible in their own or a foster family."
These men recognize that not all children in orphan homes
are eligible for adoption. But most of those who are not,
because they have not been legally surrendered, are available
for placement in foster homes. Says Dula.: "It is unfortunate
that so many of our children have had to live, for one reason or another, for many yea-rs in our institutions. It is

Genuine repentance is essential to salvation in Christ. Jesus
said: "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish . . ••"
(Luke 13:3). Repentance is a change of will, of attitude, of
direction. The burning of these heathen books was a logical
result of their change of loyalty from pagan gods to the living
God.
There are two great forces which lead us to r~pentance. One
is the fear of the Lord. We must .a:U appear before the judg;ment baT of God to give accourut for the deeds we have done .
Secondly, there is the goodness of God which leads us to repent
(Romans 3:4). The prodigal son repented when he "came to
himself" and decided to arise and go to his father.
God is calling you home today if you are serving the vain
<ido1s of this world, money, power, the lust of the flesh. He
is calling you "to repent and be converted that your ·s ins may
be blotted out" (Acts 3:19). There is coming a ti111e when
6.t will be too late to repent. May I appeal to you to accept the
love of G~d in Christ_!_oda;r!
- - God loves you. Christ died for you. No sin is too great to
1be forgiven if you will repent and obey the Lord. The longer
you put off repenting, the harder it becomes. Do it today.
Then show your change of will by your life!

unfortunate that there are many institutions which encourage.
prolonged stays."
Brother Byron Fullerton, speaking for the Tipton Home,
has taken the lead among Christian children's homes in
reminding the brotherhood that boys and girls in the homes
are available for foster care. His action is to be praised.
Now the· problem is to convince Christian parents that an
opportunity for real service exists. Many of those ·who want
children can find them in orphan homes operated by Christians. It seems hardly necessary to argue the superiority of
a private home. To mention one moment in the twenty-four
hours of the day should be enough: think of the difference
between going to sleep with "mother's"' kiss waFming the
cheek and going to sleep to the call: . "Lights out!"
Even more important is the task of convincing Christian
parents that it is worthwhile to provide foster homes for
children who have not been legally surrendered and hence
cannot be adopted. Many who .have had the experience say
it is satisfying. beyond expression. Boys and girls who had
no hope of having a "dad'" and a "mom" react in heartwarming ways when a Christian family wants them. They learn
again to love and trust. They grow up to take their place
among others who have known family life. There are sweet
memories of meals and romps and goodnights.
Some Christian families have only one child or' two. Many
of them could support another child. ~orne of them have
considered it, but dismissed the plan as too troublesome. · It
is the hope of this writer that he can remind Christian parents that it is always troublesome to start doing a great job.,
but always infinitely rewarding to see it finished.
There is no substitute for our own arms, brethren. Our
Master cannot gather in the luckless little ones of the world
unless he can unlock our arms to do it. We have a chance
. greater than any we have ever had before. Our Christian
homes stand ready to help us. Proud little faces, fighting
back their hopes for fear of another rebuff, .are looking our
way and wondering. Hungry little hearts beg silently for
the love that o11ly we can give in fullest measure. . LiPS.
that .Yearn for ~addy's kiss are parted in hope.
Is it nothinr; to us?
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EDITORIAL
THE VALUE OF THE NEW VERSION
The la.te Joe S. Warlick said to me at one time that
in his opinion the best commentaries on the Bible are
the various translations. This is pretty. well in keeping with my own observatio-n . .The new version of the
Bible that is now being widely advertised, should be
of much help to Bible students. I do not think that· it
should, by any means, displace the King James Version or the American Standard Revised Version now
in common use. Either of these, in my estimation, are
preferable for public use and as to that, for devotional
Bible study in the home or other communities. A careful rea&ing of the new v~rsion should be made. There
are many: words and phrases that will be found to be
helpful .in Bible study. Read it in ·the old King James
Version and if you are not familiar with some of the
words or expressions, you will do well to turn to the
new version, and, it is many times, helpful.
The greatest objection to the trans-lation is that the
great scholars, who did the work, are practically all
modernists, but no scholar can translate from the reliable Greek texts and consistently make renderings
that will modify seriously the meaning of the plain
statements in regard to the duty of man. As to the
work of these scholars, the RSV New Testament has
been on the market since 1946 and has received less
attention from Bible students than it should have received. It should have been more critically examined
by many who have almost entirely ignored it. Not
until the _entire Bible was published in the fall of
1952, :was much attention given to it. The seven years
acceptance of the RSV New Testament, with little or
no criticism, has doubtless contributed something to
the popularity of the new version.
As for the scholars who did the work of translating, the late Dr·. Moffatt and Dr. Goodspeed have had
their translations of the New Testament out for a
long number of years. Both of these scholars, as well
as Dr. Williams, have brought out translations of the
New Testament that are far more vulnerable than the
New Testament in the RSV. All three of them give
Matt. 1 :23 as a "young woman" and this, with no
supporting evidence; whereas the RSV translates the
passage, "virgin." For my part, I have little expectation that the RSV will become what its producers want
it to be. I still think that the King James Version and
American Standard Revised Version will be used when
the new version has passed its day of big advertising and excitement among the people. I do not think
it will, or should, become a standard for use among
the churches or in the homes of the people. It is of
interest and value as a reference book in connection
with the reading and studying of the Bible in the
three great English translations: King James, 1611;
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Engli_s h Revised, 1881; and the American Standard
Revised Version of 1901. At an early date, we hope
to publish a rather detailed review of the RSV.
CHRIST OR MODERNISM
A New Book By W. W. Otey
The subjects treated in ·this book are certainly
worthy of careful consideration by the reader. William Wesley Otey was born in Pulaski County, Virginia, 86 years ago. He was baptized by my father,
J. T. Showalter, when he was 19 years of age. The .
same year, 1886, he began preaching at rural . points
in Floyd County,
irgima. Brother Otey married
Minnie Showalter, a · relative of mine.
J1 have known Brother Otey from the time he was
quite young, particularly from the time he began
preaching. He was a close Bible student and immediately, as a young man, became popular as a preacher
.of the gospel. With little opportunity in the field of
educational attainments and advantages, he became a
man of one Book, the Bible. Denominational teaching and teachers were met, studied, reviewed and re-.
futed in a commendable way. My life was enriched
by its contacts with him. I begap preaching some
six. years later than he, and we were associated together in several evangelistic efforts in the Lord.
Brother Otey has offered for the public an ex!lmination of some things that to him seem in place and of
importance at the present time.
·
·It is a day of many books on many subjeCts. Some
are good and some are worthless in the various fields
of philosophy and religion. Brother Otey, in his book,
is clearly constructive. His critical notes on the translators of tlie RSV show ca.re and study. He is, of
course, bitterly opposed to modernistic teaching as it
relates to the Bible and as all, or practically all, of
the translators of the RSV are of certain schools of
modernism, he gives ·some time to criticism of their
attitude and of the tinge of modernism that they undoubtedly have shown in their translation of the Bible.
The merits of the RSV, if observed at all, are assumed without much comment on the part of the
author. The errors assailed are handled in a way
characteristic of the real conviction, fa:ith and energy
of Brother Otey. It is a pleasure ·for me to commend
this book to a loyal brotherhood. The author of the
book has lived for many years as a preacher, debater,
and writer. In 1910 he conducted a debate with J. B.
Briney on Inshumental Music and Missionary Societies
that was published in book form and is a :worthwhile
publication.
Brother W. W. Otey, in a long life, has stood among
· the most highly esteemed exponents of the gospel of
Christ and is justly loved an~ appreciated by the
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faithful in Christ. His book should have a wide circulation and we commend it to all interested in publications relating to the faith, as a book well worth a
studious examination. The price of this new book is
$2.50 and all orders should be sent to W. W. Otey,
Belle Plaine, Kansas.

ACC LECTURES FOR 1953

Page Nine

umes for several past years. If your library is short
on some particular year, we are probably in position
to supply it. Write us. We are sending these volumes
forth with a full measure of confidence in its merit,
and also with the persuasion that it will be highly
appreciated. There is one address in the 1953 book that
several have said is worth the price of the entire book.
Such a remark might be made with regard to several
of the addresses .

The Firm Foundation Publishing House, for a number of years, has been publishing the principal addresses in the Abilene Christian College Lectureship
during February of each year . . These volumes from
year to year are added to the princip~ libraries, public and private, and to individual's private libraries.
They have become a feature and embody some of the
finest literature that is now published by the loyal
churches of Christ.
These compositions are of high order, prepared and
delivered by outstanding men-preachers, lecturers,
debaters, and educators- among the churches of ·
Christ.
We are, this week, mailing out the volume for 1953
to all who have ordered it with confidence that it
will be received, read, and studied with a full measure
of appreciation by loyal and faithful disciples of our
L:ord. A large number who have, from time to time,
been buying and filing in their library these volumes,
have developed a .confidence and an appreciation for
them and are replete in their commendations and expressions of thankfulness that they have these great
annuals fo:t; their library for many years.
It may be noted that the Firm Foundation Publishing House has in stock miscell~meous numbers of vol-

From the Old Paths Book Club comes a reproduction of "Christ's Second Coming: Will It Be Premillennial ?" by David Brown, Professor of Divinity, Free
Church College, Aberdeen. This highly valuable
and interesting discussion, on a great subject, bears
publication date of 1882. This book contains a total
of 468 pages. It is carefu1ly indexed in detail and
also contains a special index of texts, either quoted
or referred to. All of this makes it quite a remarkable
book. Mr. Brown is committed with zeal against the
whole idea of premillennialism. The discussions are
of an order that all Bible students, specially preachers,
would be interested in, and our suggestion w0uld be
that no one would make a mistake in sending the
price of this book to Old Paths Book Club, Box 5,
Rosemead, California. The price 'of the book is ' $'3.50.
In this co:(lnection, it is certainly in order to recognize the merit of the work that has been done by
Brother John Allen Hudson in the Old Paths Book
Club. He has succeeded in reprOducing quite a large
quantity of excellent literature that has beert out of
print for many years. Readers would do well to take
up the matter of becoming subscribers to the Old Paths
Book Club. For full information, write Old Paths Book
Club as above.

G. S. Westbrook of the Pioneer Park church of Christ in
Lubbock, preached in a meeting with the Brykerwood churc~
in Austin, May 4-13. Mac Bartee is minister of the Brykerwood church. Brother Westbrook has been preaching
for the Pioneer Park church
for over tw~ and one-half
years, going there from the
College Street church in
Waxahachie. He has preached in many meetings in
South Texas, but this was
his first time to preach the
gospel in our capital' city.
Brother Westbrook helped
Brother Bartee to "get
started" preaching about
i944, while living in Victoria, where they worked
together on a radio dialogue, arousing considerable interest. The two then
worked together in preaching and singing in a very
fine meeting at Llano a year
G. S. Westbrook
ago last fall.

BURTON COFFMAN NAMED EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
TO THE PRESIDENT AT HARDING COLLEGE

Thirteen hundred people attended the graduation exercises at Harding College, Thursday, June 4. One hundred
and twenty-six people received degrees. W. 0, Beeman, member of the Executive Committee of the Board , of Harding
College, announced that the Board had confirmed the appointment of Burton Coffman, Minister, 16th and Decatur
Church of Christ, Washington., D.C., to the important post of
Executive Assistant to the President, in charge of Public Relations.
Burton Coffman has served as minister for the church of
Christ in Houston, Wichita Falls, Lawton; and Sherman. He
is now serving as editor of the Christian Leader.
Coffman has already resigned as minister in Washington.
A. R. Fiolton has been engaged to serve the Washington
ch urch. Coffman's resignation is effective as <lf August 1.
Following his resignation in Washington, Coffman will
spend some three months in the Far East where he has been
invited by the Air Force to preach at the various Air Force
bases in Japan and Korea.
Coffman will take up his duties at Harding College immediately upon his return from the Far East. He and his wife,
the former Thelma Bradford, will make Searcy their permanent home.
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Walter W. Leamons, Junction, T exas, Jun e
'3: Preached th; commencement sermo n for

t h e senior class at London, T exas, a nd as sisted with other school closing programs
here in Kimble county.
Ebner H . Irby, Hankamer, Texas, May 29 :
Brother Jim Dobbs of J efferso n Street
ch urch in San Antonio preached the baccal a u reate sermon her e in Anahuac this year.
T h e church here in Hankamer profited by
this.
Dur,var<l Boggs, 7825 Hillard Drive, Dal 1as, T exas : Th e P l easant Grove ch u rch bap tiz ed one a nd had two to place membersh ip
-during May. One came conf essi ng negligence
of duty. However, we l ost nin e members by
moving out of town. We press 011 in the
Lord's nam e tryi n g to ·win sou l s for him.
When in Dallas, worship with us.
Ben West, L a mpasas, T exas, Jun e 6: L ast
Lord 's day night, Brother Carl Mitchell
spoke to us o n the Italia n miss ionary-evangeii stic work and its progr ess. Nearly 500
at the morning service, 350 at night, 21.5
at prayer Wednesday night, $557.00 regu lar offering. Perry Wilmeth will spealc in
our gospel me e ting, June 15-23, daily 7 a. m.
a nd 8 p.m.
Tom Harris, 1802 Caroline Street, South
Bend, Indiana, Jun e 1 : The work continues
to increase here at Caroline and Calvert
Streets. Seven were added during May with
new r ecor ds at all serv ices. Sunday morning
ser v ices averaged over 350. Over 200 for
o n e of the evening services a nd a high of
185 for the mid-w eek study.

Thontpson, Lufkin, Texas, June 1:
I just concluded a m eeting with West Huntsv!lle church, Huntsv!lle, Alabama, May 24;
three restored and o n e bap.tized. F . F. Conley, Beaumont, and Harold Trimble, San
Antonio, preach e d at Fourth and Groesbeck
in my absence. Another all time attendance
record In Sunday school, May 24, with 408
present, Bible school attendance averaged
226 per Sunday In May, 1952, and 362 in
May, 1953.
'
Bill

A . n. Holton, Nashville, T ennessee: Homecoming at Thorp Spring, Texas, will be
Sunday, July 26. R. C. Bell will be the speake r. Former students and former residents
of Thorp Spring will attend .

,Joltn w. Plgg, Gunter, Texas, May 25:
Marcie Ann Watkins was baptized in Mad ill, Ok lahoma, last night.

J , W . Pine, Grants, New Mexico, May 24:
I am now working with this small congre gation and_ Wfil are making a renewed effort
to more firmly establish the cause of Christ
y!~:~~rayH·:::Y~ H:ono~a~:~ ::~:.s, ~~n~:~ at this place. Anyone knowing of members
four to place membership. We tak e courage or inter ested persons wiiJ please contact us.
a nd press on.
Albert A. Gonce, Jr., 1010 South Pugh
Street, State College, Pennsylvania, June
James W . Reynol<ls, Pueblo, Colorado,
5 : On e was baptized May 19, and one came
Jun e 2: In May, there were five baptisms,
from the Chris tian chu r ch May 24. He con two r estorat ions, and two identified. Ou r
fes sed his own faults by r eading and comvacation Bible schoo l b egins June 15th.
Brother Glenn E. Green of Co lorado Sprin gs menting on 2 Tim. 2 :24 - 26 and James 5:
a.n d Frank Graves will help In the school. 14 - 21>. This was perhaps the most moving
Worship with us when you are in Colo- me e ting I have ev er w itn essed.
r a do.
Tl•omas L. Cami>bell, Anson, T exas, May
29 : Three have been baptized h ere r e Tom Walker. 1135 Hollywood, Dallas, T ex cently, and we are now in' the midst of an
as, May 4 : I have r eceived my copy of the
int eresting vacation Bible school.
Next
MAJESTIC HYMNAL. My wife a nd I have
Sunday will end my work w it h the Anson
examined every song a nd we· think it is the
b r ethren,- and I begin Jun e 7 with the
masterpiece of all your work . I say to the
Rosemont congregation in Fort Worth. Our
congr egat ions throughout the brotherhood
addr ess then wi ll be 528 Boyce.
w h ~e I hav e conducted m eet ing s the past
fifty years, BUY IT.
Texas H. Stevens, Dall as, T exas, June 4:
(
The highlights of the work here last month
Robert c. Co1>elmul. Jr., Box 863, Clar! m was a gospe l meeting in which Brother
don, T exas, June 1: T wo adu lts were bap'iVilson Coon did the preaching. We feel
tize d here l ast night. Th e church of Christ
th8t the c hurch was edified and the seed
is on the march . Personal evange li sm is the
sow n. Constr u ction 'has begun on our new
way to expand God 's k ingdom. Brother Tilhuild ing, and compl etion is scheduled for
lit S. Teddlle will be here for our summer
January 1, 1954. God is good to u s all. When
m ee ting in August. He did an excellent j ob
in Dallas, visit with us.
last year, and · we a r e hoping for another
good meeting.
Sister - U . G . Wilkinson, Box 192, Comanche, Oklahoma, June 4: Brother G. W. Alli ClH•ster A. Hunnicutt, P . 0. Box 982,
son is in a good meeting at the Prai ri e
Apopka, ;Florida : We cl osed a me et in g h ere
Hill Church of Christ. Brother Bert Perry
May 24th with two baptized a nd one res tor e d . Jasper F. Acuff did the preaching. is the minister there. I'm talci ng a number
He presented the truth in such a way that of Firm Foundations to give out in the
a ll could understand. His love for the truth, meeting that I h ave be en saving for this
a nd enthu siasm in preaching causes si nn ers purpo se. All members of the church should
to obey. There wer e two other baptisms b e - read the Firm Foundation.

C. S. Doggett, 1201 Vine Avenue, Martinez, Ca-l ifornia, June 1: Two were baptized
here yesterday a nd o.ne last Lord' s day. We
plan on having a two-week d a ily vacation
Bible school the last two weeks in Jun e. fore the meeting.
Our ground floor is now n early completed
for which we are very tha nkful. Worship
1Unx T. Nee!, Waco, Texas, June 8: Two
a t Pal m and Alm on d in Martinez, when were baptized yesterd ay, on e r estored a nd
passing th is way.
plac ed membership, and another r estored in
o ur servic es yesterda.y. Car l Spain is t e conLel'llie Dlestelkamp, 3421. Aldrich Av enu e duct a m eet in g with us Ju ne 14 to 21. On
South, Minneapolis, Minnesota: During the the 22nd, I am to b egin a meet ing with
months of March and April, I preached in the Houston a nd Pease Stree t s church in
mee tings at St. J a m es, Missouri, Bismarck, V ern o n, with Brother George T. Jones. We
North Dakota, a nd Hibbing, Minneso ta. Dur- co rdia lly invite those in th at area to be
ing May, Gordon Pennock preached In a with u s at every service!
me eting h e r e. Beginning July 12, I am to
- preach in mee tings at Vhmna, Ald en Springs
S.lster U. G. Wllldnson, Box 192, Comanche,
and Smyrna (all in Missouri}.
Oklahoma, June 7: Brother Burt Perry
J. T. 1\larlhl, Box 917, Sweetwate r, Texas:
We baptized a lady from New York, Sunday, who had never heard of the church
until ten days ago. Her husband professes
to be an atheist. H e was p resent when she
was baptized after hearing h er second gospel sermon. The Lord willing, I l eave, con·ducting a tour through the Bible lands and
Europe June 8th and return JtJlY 17th.
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Robert W. Lawrence, 180'6 West Lawn
Avenue, Mad ison 5, Wisconsin, May 22: We
rejoice over two baptis ms las t Sunday. On e
of these was u_nder adverse circums t !l-nces;
th e young m a n's fath er and moth er both
ob j ected to hi s stand for the truth.
He
came from Me thodism.
Th e church h e r e,
with God's h e lp, co ntinues to advance In
faith a nd in numb er. A. J. Kerr of Lincoln
Park, -Michigan, spoke at both s ervices May
17.

Claude Robertson, Haskell, Oklahoma,
Jun e 1: Broth er M. T. Bis hop, Tulsa, Oklapr eached for the church here today and will homa, will be with us in a singing school
be h e re next Lord's day. G. W. Allison is beginning June 15th. I will be with the
away In a meeting. Brother Perry has a Valley Vi ew church, Greenwood, Arkansas,
good l esson always, as he Is one of our in a meeting from June 22 through July
very best young preachers. He Is the min - 1. During May, three were ba.p tized, .one
Ister at Prairie Hill church. Brother Allison r es tore d, and on e by membership here.
is in a m ee ting there. Siste r Perry is a Bre>ther H erbert Broadus will be with u s
great h elp in the Lord's work. They ·have in a meeting beginning July 13. We installed
new pews last week.
three fine children.
John G. Bills, 4133 Middlesex Drive, San
Diego '16, California, May 24: We have had
five respons es since last report: three baptized, one m e mbership, and one confession
of w rongs . The Lord inde ed Is very good
to u s in our labors in the church. ·we had
the house fill e d for both services today with
many non-me mbers prese nt. We attribute
this to the personal work being done by
so many of the faithful members of the
Linda Vista congregation. Thanks be to
God!

Leonard C. Waggoner, Olney, T exas, · May
27 : Just concluded a _ good me e ting with
the church in Fordyce, Arkansas.
Qood
crowds in spite of heavy rains and unfavorable weath c onditions. Four were baptiz ed
and one was restore d. Brother Orville Mor ris of Pine Bluff has done a wonderful work
with the Fordyce congregation. He Is re ~
,signing, however, so that Fordyce can g et
a man to do full time work.
A man is
badly needed "on the grounds" there. May
God c ontinue to bless you Jn your work.
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L. D. Hall, 717 Southwest 24th Street, OkR . v. Wood, Box 482, Mission , T exas, June
lahoma City, Oldahoma: Since my last re- 1: Yesterday was ou r second Lord's day
port, I have been filling in at different with the church here, and we were happy
places. I will be at E •l Reno, Oklahoma, to note a general trend upward In a ll phases
June. 14, filling in for Brother Joe Crum- of the work. One new class was begun with
ley. I am ready and anxious to have some the young m a rried folks and the high
meetings and evangelist ic worlc for the school ages. We a n ticipate a pleasant and
summer and fall. Don't be embarrassed over p rofitable work h ere· and there is much
t h e pay. My style is to live and l et live. So work to be done. We w ill h ave our vacale t 's try to help our n eighbor to be saved.
tion Bible scho ol beginning Jun e 22. When
com ing to the valley, worship with us,
011-.·er C. Cunningham, 406 Chestnu t, Coolce- and if you know members th a t live. here
vi ll e, T en n essee, May 30: So far in May we that are not attending our services, please
at Willow Street have surpassed our r ec - g ive me their names.
ord Sunday Bible school a'ttendance on two
occas ions. The r ecord now stands at 196.
C. Ray Jtliller, 208 South W i tte, Poteau,
Last Wednesday eveni ng we set a new at- Oklahoma, Jun e 1: Since last report there
tendance record of 129. Brother Robert Oz I have been two baptized, two memberships,
of Ypslanti, Michigan, will preach in our and four restored. Brother B . E. L e mmons
summer meeting, July · 5-15. The Lord will - of Sherman, T exas, was to have b egun our
ing, Marshall Keeble will be in Coolceville meeting Jun e 8 to 17, however, due to a
for a me et ing in the fal l.
minor accident he was un able to be w ith
us. I will substitute for him. Jun e 20th; I
J. W. Brents, 4001 Woodmont Blvd., Nasl!o. · w ill begin a meeting a nd vacation Bible
v ille, Tenness ee , May 26: Many of t he read- school at Moten, Arkansas, a congr egation
ers of th e Firm Foundation, no doubt, are locate d f ive miles so u th of Mammoth Spring.
planning a vacation back east. The Blue The brethren here report we are having
Ridge, North Caro lin a , encam pment will pro- the highest contribution and Bible study
vide just what you want. It is in the h eart attendance in years.
of th e mountains of North Carolin a . Thi s
meeting will be held July 19-24. AccommoVernon L. Simvson, 409 South Fourth
dations are the best. '£hi s meeting will be Street, Kenedy, Texas, May 27: Last L ord's
held at the Natio n a l headquarters of the day I began work with the congregation
YMCA. Write me for full information.
in Kenedy, T exas, after nearly two years'
labor with the Washington Heights church
Robert P. Stevens, P . 0. Box 459 , Grass in Fort Worth. My last Sunday at WashingValley, California, May 21 : Praise be to the ton Heights was encouraging; el even fine
Lord.
Our hearts are made to rejoice in people came forward: five to be r esto red
the baptism of anot her dear soul. She and and six to be baptized. I am looking for her e ntire fam ily (six in all) w ill increase ward to a very pleasant work h ere in Ken our number.
Our hearts were· also made e dy. Th e church i s f ew in numb er, bu.t the
sorry the same day when a faithful Chris - town is growi ng and the church should
tian woman went o n to b e with the Lord . grow even faster. May all the g l ory be
Th e congregat ion h ere would . li!c e · for us given to th e Lord.
to engage in a few exchange meetings. If
you are interested let us h ear from you at
ltl. Cecil Perryman, 714 Terrace Avenue,
an early date.
Montgomery, A l abama, June 1: Brother Hor ace- W. Busby cl";ised a good meeting with
George T. Jones, 2401 Pease Street, Ver- the Cloverdale congregation May 25, during
non, T exas, June 1: E ight were baptized, which three wer e baptized, eight restored,
one r estored, and two id entifi e d at the and thr ee identified with the congregation.
H~u sto n a nd Pease Streets c hurch during! The meeting ran on e day l onger than .h ad
May. Five were baptized durin g April.
been an nounc ed, and the last serv ice was
ass isted the church at West Plains, Mis-1 the biggest one of the seri es-even though
sour!, in a meetil"\g the first part · of May ; · it was on Monday nig,ht. Yesterday, one was
three w ere baptized. Walter Billingsley is ' restored to duty and t wo id entified with
the preach er for this good church. Our va- the co ngregation. Our work continues in a
cation Bible school begins today. Max ·T . goo d way and our future Is bri g ht. Vi s itor s
Nee! will preach in o u r summer meeting, u s u a lly find a warm w e lcome h ere, so visit
June 22-30.
us when you come our way.

I

I

I!

Edward J. Crnddoek, 1714 Cass Street,
Nashvill e, T e nn essee, June 3: The meeting
in Cullman, Alabama, with Emerson Flannery clos ed with seven baptisms and one
restoration. The Smyrna, Tenness ee, meetIng >'Qth Richard Weaver c l osed wi t h three
baptisms and two restorations. The meeting
in ~rcGe hee, Arkansas, with William Ward,
local evangelist, is off to a g_ood start with
two s ervices a day. I begin with the Trussville, Alabama, church, Birmingham area,
June 14, afte r that I go to Founta in Run,
Kentucky.

Dill ltleCown, 176 Ohio Street , New Braunfels, Texas, June 5: The m eetin g at Nixon,
Texas, closed May 24th with one baptis m .
Brother A. N. Patterson, colored, Is now in
a meeting in New Braunfel s in an effort
to get the work started here among the
colored people. I spoke last night for the
church at Stockdale, Texas. A good crowd
was pres ent, with several from Nixon beIng on hand. I will begin a meeting with
th e church at Gonzales and C. L. Maxwell
o n Sunday, J u ly 5, to continue through the
19th. Our work here holds its own. We are
feeling the toll of vacations in our attendFloyd Tudor, 310 W. · Cummins Street, ance.
Gain esville, Texas, June 2: Brother Ernest
McCoy of Borger, Texas, will begin regular
w. T. Garnett, Portales, New Mexico, "June
work with the Commerce Street congrega- 2: The work at Eastside in Portales is go tion h ere on June 8. Brother W. T. Hamil- ing along nicely. Two fine young men and
ton, who has been here a n d did" a most ex - their wives were baptized Into Christ the
- cellent. work for almost three years, Is go- las t two weeks. I want to commend Brothing to Lamesa. I preach each first and third er Po rte r Wilhite on his timely article in
Sundays at Gordonville, Texas, near lake t h e June 2 Issue of the Firm Foundation.
T exhoma, If you are coming this way , pleas e Th e Fourth Sbreet church of Christ here in
stop and wors hip with us. T he church build- Po rta~, is doing that very thing. Brother
Ing Is on your rlgh t as -you enter the city.
W . A. Kerchevllle is being supported by
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the Fou r th Street church. He is wo rking in
the interest of the Children's Home, we hope
will soo n be a reality. Brother R. L. Allen
is also working with them. Brother Allen
is also working as one of the elders at
Fourth Street. We are happy for the fine
spirit .that is exist in g· between the two congregations h ere. B r other G rover Ross is a
f ine preacher and we a r e enj oyi n g th e fine
fellowsh ip with him. He preaches for the
Fourth Street church h ere. Beginning this
\Veek the two congregat ion s w ill have· a
daily radro program a t 8 a .m. over KENM
radio station. If you would like to help
bu ild the "Children's Home" here in Portales, send a contributi on to the Fourth·
Street Church of Christ, and it will help.
When passing this way, visit with us.
lti. A . ltlansur, 1405 Richardson, Co lumb ia,
Missouri, May 31 : The interest and atte nda nce at the Paris Road Church of Christ
is very fine. Another prec iou s so ul was
baptized into the Lord this morning, for
which we thank Go d a nd t ake courage.
Three came to be res t or e d last Sunday;
t hus we close th e month of May w ith seven
baptisms and four restorations in the last
seven weeks, making a total of 24 responses
to the gospe l during the p as t nin e months.
We seek an int erest in the prayers of the
faithful to the end that the Lord's work
may grow and prosper in M issouri. When
in Missouri, come and worship w i t h us.
"\Vill w. Slater, Fort Worth , T exas, May
26 : I recently taught a s in ging schoo l in
C icso, Texas . Brother A. F. Wall er is th e
minister ther e and is doing a good wo rk.
They have a nice n ew building a nd prospects for work are goo d. This l eaves me In
a m eeting in Buffalo, Oklahoma. My nephew,
Noah Sparks, Jr., is doing th e preaching
and I am conductin g the song servic es. My
work in Hydro, Okla homa, w ill e nd June
15. My nephew will t ake the work in
August. If I can assist you in a s inging
school or meeting, write me at my home
address: Box 7178, Sylvania Statioll, Fort
Worth.
J. E>mnett Wninwrlght, 547 East Walnut
Avenue, El Segundo, California , June 3: Two
noble persons, h eads of a fine family, were
baptize d the past L ord's day. Formerly Luthe r an aQ d Methodist; now Christians! Attendance at a ll serv ic es is well balanced,
an d mounting int er est in group studies four
tim es each w ee k at 406 Eas t Grand Avenu e.
Brother Glen R abe will be speaking during
Jun e, and he will be assisted by Brethren
Dick Rose, Roy R e id and Robert Matheny.
I hav e been urge d to assist the Santa ·Paula
group through June and longer if poss ible.
The church building is well located a t 501
Ojai Road, and the city is In a prosperous
section.

Elton D. Dilbeck, 1335 Granada Drive,
New Orl eans 22, Louisiana, June 2 : We
have be en laboring with the Carrollton Avenue church for four months. During this
time we have been encouraged no little with
increased inter est, attendance and monetary
c ontributions. For the months of April a n d
May , the contributions averaged some $6(}0
per week. Nine have confessed faults, _s ix
hav e been baptize d and fourteen have plao;:ed
membership. Good progress is being made
in our efforts to air -cond ition our auditarium. From June 16-25, I will be en gaged
in gospel preaching services with the chu rch
in Okay, Oklahoma. The church in New Orleans meets on Carrollton Avenue mid-way
betwee~ Canal and Tulane Streets. A premillennia! group meets In another section
of our city.
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City, Oklahoma; The Christian Needs to Be.
An Example by Brother Ailen Harper of
Lawton, Oklahoma; The Christian's Need of
Fellowship by Albert Sweet of Oklahoma
City; The Christian's N eed of Vision by
Brother Mack Lyon of Ada, Oldahoma; The
Christian's Need of Prayer by Brother Robert Hawkins of Cl:)iclmsha, Oklahoma; The
Christian's Need of Faith by Brother Harold
Thurman of Lindsay, Ol,lahoma; The . Christian Needs to be *Generous by Brother David
Howell of Wayne, Oklahoma; and The Christian's Need of Fear by Brother Dale L emon
George A. Bennett, Box 216, Lexington, of. Purcell, Ol<lahoma. I can recommend
Ol{lahoma, May 25: We set an· all-time high these brethren highly.
in Bible classes yesterday of 124, bringing
Brooks Terry, 2314 Overton Road, Dallas,
our average for May up to 102 over an aver age of 88 for April. One has been baptized Texas, June 8: The church at Overton Road
This year
since last report. Yesterday also marl,ed the in Dallas continues to grow.
close of a series of lectures on the ge n eral thirty - five have answered th e- in v itation:
theme, "The Christian's Need" which had fourteen have been baptized, three restored,
lasted for e igh t days. Much good was ac- and fifteen have placed membership w ith
A new record in Bible school atcomplished from the very first se-r mon of us.
the series. Th e speakers and the subject~ tendance has been reached. Some of those
were as follows: The Christian's Need of who have been baptized were heads df fam Contentment by myself, The Christian's ilies and came out of denominaticmalism.
Need of_ Sacrifice by Brother Thomas Dixon L eonard Mulle ns recently did the preaching
of Nople, Oklahoma; T he Christian's Need in our gospel meeting in which six we r e
of Zeal by Brother Mark McElhaney of Dell baptized, two were restored, and three
placed membership.

Hoo<l Wilkins, 3210' Howard, Fort Worth,
Texas, June 8: Our worl{ here at Oal{lawn
continues to grow. Two fine young hus~
bands were baptized yesterday, thus uniting
two more families in the Lord.
Toni ght
we begin a singing school with Brother
Haun Kite, song director for th e church -in
Polytechnic, assisting me with the t eaching.
Brother Joe Malon·e will preach for us in
a gospel meeting July 6-15.
A V acatio n
Bible School will be conducted at the same
time. Remember us in your prayers.

WANTED
The Osborne Street Congregation of the
clourch of Chri'st would like to contact an
evungellst for full time 'vork in the City
of Winnit>eg, Canada. For further particulars
plcnse write the secretary, A. H. Berunish,
1002 Bunning Street, Willnlpeg, utlanltoba,
Canada.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. !larks Avenue
Brooklrn 13, New York
WILLIAJ\1 N. FRYER-Evangellat
ROGER W. HA.WLEY-Evangellst
Sunday-10:00 A.lll. and 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday-7:30 P.•M .
Phone: PResident 4- 4736

C~ic11gc
CHURCH OF CHRIST
DOWNTOWN
·t
Central YMCA Auditorium

19 S. LA SALLE ST.

•

Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Worship, ll:OOA.M. and 2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30P.M.

~-~~·
WORSHIP WITH US

CHURCH

PEWS
from

S-K!
WRITE FOR

Information

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

John

w.

Hedge, Representative
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,V. L . Fritts, 501 N. Main, Winnsboro, Texas, Jun e 2: We began our work here May
24th, and everything seems to be in fin e
order. We hope ther e are great d.ays in
' the futu r e. We had a very fine service the
first day we were here. Singing in the
afte rn oon and all seemed to en j oy it very
much. Our worlc in Texarkana, Texas, at
the Hose Hill church came to a close on
May 17th. Our last day was in a way the
greatest. We had twenty-one to come forward: eleven at the morning service, and
ten at the evening service. We spent five
and one-half years with the church at . Rose
Hill and enjoyed the work very much .

churches in the city and their preachers
gave much encou r agement with their prayers . The Lord willing, I will begin a meeting with the Friendship, Tennessee, church
on July 5th. Brother David Davidson is the
preacher for this congregation, and is an
o utstanding song director. He will conduct
t he sing in g . during the meeting. From there
I go to Glass, Tennessee, just west of Obion
to begin July 19th. Then to Vaughn's Grove
to begin August 9th. - I am looking forward to worship with each of these congre gat ions, and trust many souls will be saved.
Broth er Robert W. Lehmann, of this con g regation, continues to do good work with
t he El Cajon church, but will devote his
fu ll time to the work here in my absence
this summer.
~1. R . Ph.illivs, Victoria, Texas,
June 8:
I am in the midst of a fine m ee ting with
th e church in Angleton.
Brother J. A .
Bristow is their evangelist. We are having
a fine meeting as far as visible results are
concerned. I believe that we h a~e had nine
so far and the meeting began only last
F riday evening. Th e church here is building a fine new building which i s badly
n eeded. They have had a f in e growth the
last few years. We begin a Vacation Bible
School at home June 15. We are hoping
and praying for the greatest we have ever
had. Last year we had an average of abo ut
350 in attendance. Pray· for us and visit us
· in Victoria.

Rue

Porter,

Neosho,

Missouri,

June

2:

It has been some time since I · have reported

my worlc to the Firm Foundation but I have
been busy nev e rtheless. Eight meetings in
California beginning January 4th, and on e
in Oregon wh ich ended early in May. All
were e njoyable, and I shall return for several in 1954. Have just closed a good meetin g with the new congregation at 53rd
and Blackwelder in Oklahoma City. Pat
Abbananto is their efficient a nd faitllful
ministering servant. I am now at Dayton,
Arkansas, the home of Brother H. H . Dunn.
L~ew men have done or are doing f!I)er work
in the kingdom than Hurley Dunn. I go
next to Stamping Ground, kentu cky. May
the Lord bless all the faithful everywhere.

Robert H . Bell, 672-19th Street, San Diego 2, California: From Ap.r il 1st to 12th
the East Mabel and Santa Rita Streets
church in Tu cson, Ar izona,_ conducted a
meeting in wh ich I preached. The chur ch
had been prepared for the meeting and all
seeme d to think it was a success. Only two
J. Cleo Scott, Box 898, Conroe, Texas, June
were baptized, but good otherw is e was accomplished, I trust. The ' other faithful con- 9: The church in Conr<te is overflowing in
gregations in the city and their preachers Bible classes and worship services. We are
were in attendance. Brother C1arence C. beginning the construction of addi.tio nal
Gobbel is the preacher for this congrega- class rooms and annex to the auditorium
We have had fifty - one retion and is doing a good work. I en joyed immediately.
Thirty-two are
the meeting very much. Brother John W. sponses since January 1.
Wilson closed a meeting w ith us here at add i tions to uur working forces. We give
Central on May 27th; one was baptized, one glory to the Lord for the abundance of
restored and two identified. All of the the blessings that h ave been ou r s.
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Joint 1<'. Ponruer, 843 E. Florida, Beau- Jlargest contribution was something over
mont, Texas, Jun e 8 :
Our hearts were' $1,700. For several months now we have been
made to rejoice yesterday at Evadale. One engaged in building programs. We have
of our young· men r eturned from the -army added 5,'1.00 feet of floor space to our own
and confessed wrongs an d his wife made property here in Hobbs, and we paid ~or
that good confession and was baptized the this· add ition in cash out of our weekly
same hour of the night. This makes four contributions as we built. At present, with
baptisms and three confessions of wrongs the h elp of the Parl<view congregation in
since last ·report. Remember us at Evadale Odessa and o·ther sources, we are completin your prayers.
ing a building in Chihuahua, Mexico, whe.re
Brother Ben Cano preaches. The elders and
Tom E . Wallace, P. 0. Box 7, Hobbs, New deacons with the entire congregation have
M exico , June 4: Last Sunday completed done a grand job in planning, carrying out,
two years' work for me with the congre- a nd supporting all of these good programs.
gation here in Hobbs. During this period We have had a part in the work among
there have been -·157 additions, most of this the colored people here, and we have helped
numb!')r baptized, and the remainder were out in other works as well.
restorations. We have been except ion ally
Neal JUarsball, Fort Worth, Texas, June
proud of our Wednesday eveni ng atteRdance. For many months our Sunday morn - 5: Th e m ee ting with the church in Albany,
ing Bible study attendance and our Wedn es - Texas, in which I did the preaching, reday evening Bible study attendance has sulted in three baptisms and one confession
run along h and in hand in the number at- of fault. It is said to have been one of the
tending. Often, for weeks at a time, our best meetings in the history of the church.
Wedn esday evening attendance has exceeded The church there is now meeting in their
our Sunday morning class attendance. Our new building. They are full of zeal and
record Wednesday attendance during this shou ld go forward . I was asked to return
period was 39'3 persons; our record Sunday for another meeting. Brother Bill Teague
morning attendance was 391 persons. Our is preaching for them and is lov ed by all.
The work here at Diamond Hill is still go ing forw ard in a most outstanding way.
COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE The month of May was still another record
·we keep on hand regularly a supply of month. Our Bible study attendance aver fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion aged over one hundred per cent of our
purpos es. EJ'even wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
indefinitely. Every congregation s hould have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
SPEND YOUR
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
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Page Thirteen
membership. The offering was the highest
ever and 12 responded to the . invitation.
Four were baptized, including two Baptists
and one Methodist, three were restored and
five id e ntified. Remember us in your prayers and visit with us when possible.
Earl R . A,ntl10ny, 45()11 Richmond Avenue,
Austin, T exas, May 17: April 17th, I started
pr eaching for the Leander, T exas, congregatio n with great prospects for the future .
May 17th these began to mature with t wo
baptisms. Much progress is in sight. When
passing through Leander, worship witl;l us.
Granville Jones, Box 364, Stinnett, T exas,
June 5: Our meeting with Brother A. W.
Chism preaching, a nd Brother 0. F. Shewmaker directing the singing, closed May
28th. There were eight baptisms and the
church strengthened by the fine l esso ns
presented, both in sermon and in song.
Both Brother Chism and Brother Shewmaker are fine co-workers. These baptisms
brought to a total of nine baptisms for the
month of May, two restorations, a nd five
indicating their desire to work with this
congregation . Truly God is to be praised for
these r es ults. This congr ega ti on is sending
me to Mena, Arkansas, Jun e 7th, to assist
in a meeting. This is a small congregation,
but a willing and working group. When
com ing through the high plains of T exas,
wo rship with us.

VACATION AT

MTa ,SEQUOYAH ENCAMPMENT

FOUNDATION PUDLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

fvering Top of Mt. Sequoyah in Fayetteville, Arkansas

JULY 11-19
(For the Entire Family)
1.

We believe this camp to be the largest, best equipped (The Methodists have been
over 25 years building and improvin g this camp ) and to have the most complete
training program of any camp in the brothe rhood.

2.

The cooperation of congregations in this area makes this Christian_ training and fellowship available to you.

3.

THIS IS A COMBINATION-YOUTH CAMP- TRAINING SCHOOL FG>R ALL AGESAND GOSPEL MEETIN~.

4.

APP)WXIMATE TOTAL COST PER INDIVIDUAL FOR ENTIRE CAMP IS $28.50.
BRING TOILET ARTICLES, WASH CLOTH, SOAP, ONE EXTRA BLANKET, YOUR
BIBLE AND FISHING EQUIPMENT. EVERYTHING ELSE ' IS FURNISHED. Madera cottages.
YOU MUST SEND NOW
YOUR NAME, ADDRESS and $1.00 ON
YOUR TOTAL EXPENSES TO CHURCH OF CHRIST,
BOX 84, FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS, IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND
GENERAL PROGRAM

7:00 A.M.-Breakfast (All meals in cafeteria) .
7:15 A.M .-Swimming (Boys one day and girls
the next).
9:00-9:25 A.M.-Devotion and general assem bly .
9:30-11:00 A.M.-Choiocc of Bible and music.
Classes of all ages.
11 :00-12 :00-Pia nned on grounds recreation.
12:00 Noon-lunch in cafeteria .
12:30-2:00 P.M.- Rest or Recreation . .

..

2:30-4:30 P.M .-four Sermons (20 · min . each),
by 4 different preachers and questions from
the Olldience.
4 :30-5 :30 P.M.-E. R. . HARPER teaches the
preachers and others who desire the ·training. (A different subject each session).
5:45

P.M.-Dinner in cafeteria.

6 :30-7:30 P.M.-Teacher training for all age
groups-E. R. Harper will t each all elders,
deacons and others who desire th e training .

AT 8:15P.M. EACH EVENING, BROTHER R.N. HOGAN, Colored Evangeli·s t from
Los Angeles, California, will preach in the huge camp auditorium .
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R. v . Wood, Box 48a, Mis s ion, T exas, May
2 5 : After mor e than two yea rs with the fin e
gro up of saints a t Crane, T exas, w e b e g a n
wo rking with th e church in Miss ion , T exa s,
las t L ord's day. We left a g ood worl{ a t
C r a n e. Th e att e nda n ce a nd co ntribution mor e
t h a n double d in th e two y ears we wer e
th er e. We b egan there whe n the work was
at a very low e bb, with less th a n a hundred
in the Sunday morning Bible class es, and
co ntribution l ess than one hundr e d dollars .
Wh en we l eft, the Bible cla ss atte ndanc e
a v e r a g ed ov e r t w o hundr ed with clo se to
two hundre d and fifty for th e m orning worship and contributions averag ing around two
hundred and fifty dollars per Sunday. We
l eft the finest grou.p of young foll{s there

FOUNDATION

of any plac e we have eve r work ed and we
will miss th em gr eatly. Th e work in Mis s io n was a ch a ll e n g e to u s . Ju s t to think'
that in a c ity of almos t 11, 000 eter n ity-b ound
sou ls t h er e w er e only about 60 in the Su nday morning Bible cla s ses. Mos t of m y
p r eaching wo rk has b een in h a rd fi elds ,
a nd t h e L ord h as bl essed o u r la b or s . Thu s ,
we cam e h e r e to s ee if th er e w as so mething
we co uld do with h elpin g th e church h er e
t o go fo r ward. Sat a n h as gotte n his nic l{e!'s
wo rth in th e valley whi ch w ill t a ke time
t o overco m e. Th e church h er e has t w o ex c e ll e nt eld ers, m en that love th e chu r ch, and
h ave the co urage to stop false t eaching.
Whe n in th e valley, worship with us, and
r e m ember us in your petition to the throne

SElF-PRONOUNCING TEXT
CONCORDANCE

- - - - - Specimen o f Type - - - - - -

HEN tlie word of the ~R.D
Jehu ..,
son. of
68-a-na!ni against, Ba-ash!a, say~

~.:r.:ame .to

75,000 R_EFERENCES
COLORED MAPS
FAMILY RECORD
Size 8V4 x 5% in.

ithe

THE "SUPERB" SERIES
Superb type, extra large and bold, and amazingly easy on the eyes, yet
contained in Bibles that are easily handled and scarcely larger than most
ordinary type editions. Ideal for the home, the study or the library. Each
Bible contains a large type combined concordance and subject index,
75,000 center references, 16 pages of colored maps, a calendar for daily
Bible Reading and Family Record . Size 8'/.i x 5'12 x 1% inch thick.
4601: Bound in fine grain leatheroid, flexible covers, {not overlapping) round corne rs, gold
stamping, red under gold edges, headbands and ribbon marker, boxed ,_........... _ ..,_.,_..,_,,,.................

$7.50

4690: Bound in genuine French Morocco leather, morocco groin , flexible overlapping cov~rs,
round corners, gold stamping, red under gold edges, headbands and ribbon marker, boxed ................

$11.00

ULTRATHIN INDIA PAPER EDITIONS
The finest Bibles for Ministers & Church Workers
You have never before seen so large a type in a concordance Bible so slimly compact and
light of weight. These lovely editions contain all the features listed above but because
they are printed on fine ultrathin Ind ia Paper, they are only 'l's in ch thick and weigh just
24 ounces .
A4690: Bound in genuine French Morocco leather, morocco grain, flexible overl app ing
covers, round corn ers , gpld stamping, red under gold edges, headbands and
rib bo:> me rker, box.e d -···--....................- ...........................................................................:................................. .............................

$14.OQ

A4694: Deluxe edition. Bound in Real Morocco leather, fine grain, soft flexible overlapping
covers, round corners, full leather li ning, gold stamping, red under gold edges,
headbands and ribbon marker, boxed ..................................................................................- ----............................
Tlium b index on any Bible $1.00 extra

$18.00

LARGE TYPE IN A SMALL BIBLE
Here . is the thinnest and lightest Bible made with
blackface brevier type. This delightful edition,
printed on ultrathin india paper, is only Sfs inch
thick and weighs just 13 ounces. Slips easily into
the coat pocket. Page size 7 x 41h in .
-

Spec im e n of Type - - - -

Blis~tUs

Amazingly th in volumes, printed _gn ultrathin India
Paper, that will slip into a man's inside jacket
pocket without a sign of a bulge. Only '!.! inch
thick and we ig h just 4 ounces. Blackface brevier
type, self-pronouncing. Page size 6'/.i x 4 in.
- - - - Speci me n of Type - - - -

and Si~don: -but they came with .
one accord to him, and, havin&:

and si!dB11: ·but the:v came with·
one accord to him, and, having

made

THIN TESTAMENTS WITH PSALMS

the kipg's..c~

made. Blas!tiis the Jgpg's-~

A1991: Bound in genuine French
Morocco .Lea ther, morocco grain, flexible overlapping covers, round corners,
gold stamp ing, red under gold edges,
headbands a nd ribbon marke r,
boxed ...... ...... .......-..................... .............. .

A62PS: Bound in genuine French
Morocco leather, morocco grain,
flexible overlapping covers, round
corners, gold stompi ng , red under
gold edges, headbands
and ribbon marker, boxed

A1994 : Deluxe edition. Bound in Rea l
Morocco leather, fine grain, soft flexible overlapping covers, round corners,
full leather lining, gold stamping, red
under gold edges, headbands and ribbon marker, boxed. Specify black, dark
blue or maroon
binding - - - -..- -\....."'..............

A64PS: Deluxe edition. Bound in
Real Morocco leather, fine grain,
soft flexible overlapping covers,
round corners, full leather lining,
gold stamping , red under gold
edges, headbands and ribbon
marker. The thinnest and most
flexible Testamen-t made with
blackface
type.
Boxed
_ _ brevier
__...._ _ _
_
•SO

$6.75

$11.00

Thumb index $1.00 extra
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of Go d , tha t the work h er e may grow and
prosper a n d so ul s b e saved .
B ill~,_ Norris, Box 14 , Sparta, T e nn essee,
J ;me 8 : On J uly 1 my family an d I sh a ll
move to Sear cy, Arkansas, where I s hall
work w it h the Hard ing College co ngr egati on a s evan ge list. There is a lmo s t a n oldtim e sp irit of r ev iv al h e r e in Sp a rta , with
num bers be in g bapt ized. T her e h av e be eR
e l ev en b ap ti s m s t h e last two L o rd's days.

1\lax T. N eel, Waco , T exas, J u n e 8 : After
f ive of the m os t p l eas a nt a nd profitable
year s of o ur lives, we h a v e resigned our
w o rk h er e e ff ective Au g u s t 9 to work with
the Lawndale congregation in Houston . This
c omparatively n e w congr eg a tion w ith abou t
· two hundr ed a nd fifty m e mb ers and a new
building th e auditorium of which cost w ell
ove r $100,000, offer s a grea t challenge. We
s olicit th e prayers of fri ends and br e thren
that we m a y plea se th e Lord in this end eavor. Th e man who mov es to the Herring
Ave nue congregation will be fortunate in de e d. N e ver have we seen a gro up of peo pl e mor e coo p e r a tiv e and desirous of· doing
th e Lord's will. We pr edict for th e m a
bright future as we look back over the
y ears of labor toge th e r and note t h e progress that has been mad e, and anticipate
what can be accomplished in the future. The
cong-regation, though on ly f ive years' o ld,
now numbers upward of 475 members, af t er
h e lping to sta rt a new congregation in the
city, and have three acres bought for the
location of another. So far as we know,
th e re is n't a "ripple on the water," for
which we humb ly than!{ God! Pray for u s!
Howard A. Blazer, Sr., P. 0 . Box 364,
Crossville, Tenn essee,. June 2: Thirteen were
ba ptize d and e ighteen restored in my work
h e r e l as t y ear. Since th e first of the y ear
f o ur h a v e pl a c ed memb e rship a n·d on e has
b een b ap tiz ed at Mayland, and four ba ptiz ed a t th e new mission at Alloway schoolhou se. Thr ee of th ese wer e Baptis t s and on e
a Ca th oli c. Other work in th e county is
a l so en couraging. Bro th er Roy J. "Hearn,
w lw is the local mini s t er for th e Cro s svill e
co n g r egation, e n gaged Mr. W . W . McMick en,
a S ev enth-D a y Churc h .of God pr each er, in
a d eb a t e h e r e May 11-1 6. The fir s t thr ee
n ig h ts Mr. McMi cken affi rmed that th e
sabbath is th e day f or Chris ti a n wo r s hip
to day. The last thr ee nig hts , Bro th er Hearn
aff irm ed t h a t th e fi rs t day of the week i s
t h e day f or Chr is tia n worship an d th e
Lord's Sup p er. While t his was B rother
Hearn's f irs t d ebat e on t h ese i ss u es b e
showed himself capable i n a m ost g ratify ing way. Every a r g um en t was a nticipated
before h and b y B roth er H earn and ch a r ts
p r epar ed w hich wer e u sed w ith t e llin g effec t. Bo th s p eak er s c ondu c t e d th em se lves
in a w h ol es o m e m a nn e r a nd th e c row ds were
es tima t ed to a v erage abo ut f ive hundr ed
each ni gh t . I k~pt tim e f or bo th s p eak er s .

FOR CHURCHES AN D SUNDAY SCHOOLS

FOLDING

$4.25

$
7

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

CHAIRS
MOST~COPJED

BUT NEVER DUPLICATED I

Extra wide and deep seats
andtbacks;reinforcedsteel
frame. Metal parts corrosion-resistant Bonder-

•

ized, then 2 coats outdoor
ena-m e l. S eat styles:
Form e d plywood OR
shaped steel OR imitationleather upholstered.
Write Dept. 124

AMERICAN SEATING COMPAN.Y
2930 Canton Street

Dallas ( Texas

1703 BeU Avenue
Houston 3, Texas
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Archie L. Waldrum, Box 288, Pal estine,
T exas, June 8: The church in P a lestine,
T exas, is to h ave early morning worship
during th e month s of July and August. Beginning the fir st Sunday in July, the church
will meet at 8 o'clock on Lord's day morning instead of the us.u a l 11 o'clock hour.
We hope thos e traveling throu g h Palestine,
and expect ing to worship with us, will remember this change In meeting time on
Lord' s days. I preached in a m ee ting with
the Col gate Avenue church In Lubbocl<, T e xas, the first two weeks in May. There were
seven add ition s. Brother John T. S'mith is doing a wonderfully fine work with this good
church. H e is one of the b es t to work with
in a gospel meeting.
L. E. Fooks, Anada:rko, Oklahoma, June
2: Sunday, May 31, was a day of mixed emotions ·for all of us at Tuttle, Oklahoma. We
had a very joyous service in the morning
and a dinner afterwards and singing in the
afternoon, all this summed up means wonderful Christl'an fellowship. We also had a
good worship service that · night. Norman
Campbell preached in my place, and the
lesson was a plain, good gospel sermon.
After the sermon, I stood before the group
of Christians and told th em goodbye. It was
hard for me to do. There were tears and
much sadness. All In all it was a very
memorable day. My family and I left the
church In peace, though there are some
problems that are known to the cengregation, and they are working to remedy them.
I have a great hope for the church at Tuttl'e in the years to come. We moved to Anadarko to work with the church In this
city. This is a city of more than 60'00 b'ut
the church i'S small and weak In compari-
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so n. Some have s a id that thi s is a hard ch ildr ino. in · Dawson. Some 25 years passed
place for the denominations are so strong b efore I finally got back to Italy, but I made
and worldliness is rampaging. We are uot it in jus t the way I wanted to mal<e it.
blind to these f acts. With the grace of God, My w ife and I rented our hom e in Dallas
love in ou r h earts, and a willingness to a nd moved into the comfortable little home
wo rl,, we shall accomplish th e task se t belonging to the church here to serve the
before u s, so h elp us God.
Lord with the bre thren to the best of our
abi li ty, and the strength that God will lend
Tltont::ts F. Shroplilhire, Box 1225, Post, us, for without him we can do nothing.
T exas, June 5: I am now living temporarily The L ord has blessed me with most exin Post, having terminate<: my work with ce ll en t health; only one Lord's day have
the church in McLean, Texas, about a month I failed to preac h because of illness in
ago. My worlt with the church there was fifteen years. In passing this way, if conpleasant in many respects and we regretted v e ni e nt, stop with II'S .
leavir.g many fliends whom we learn ed to
love during our ninet een months of assoA. E. Dotts, 231 West Main Street, Brawciatio n. I a m now ava!lable for meeting ley, California: We met in our n ew buildwork or a regular local arrangement or in g for the first time Sunday. There were
both. I have had fifteen years of experi- 172 present for the morning service. This
ence in preaching the gospel and ha-ve a is one of the finest bu(ldings in this secclean record throughout that time. Any tion of the country and the brethren here
congregation desiring my service s in either are to be commended for the unselfish efway m e ntion ed above, may ' reach me at th e fort to make the progress that has been
above address or by phoning 64W, Post, made. Th e seating capacity is approximately
Texas.
280 without crowding. I have preached for
the church here since shortly after coming
C. 'I'. lUcCormick, Italy, T exas, June 2: here last fall to build the building~ The
It has been several months since my last brethren aske.d me to continue to preach
report to the papers of my work with the for an ind ef inite time which I have accepted.
chu rches. I closed my part of the work with Interest is high and good cooperation exists
the brethren at Dawson, having served the as is attested ·b y our contributions for the
Lord with them for twenty months, and be- past seven weeks which have averaged
gan work here on the first Lord's day in $434.60, with a n average for March of
May. I enjoyed being with the brethren at $453 .60. This is commendable since the.
Dawson, having been with them in many m e mbership here is only 84. Within the
a meeting as song leader, for such men past two months we have had four bap as C. R. Nichol, R. D. Smith, Brother Me- tisms an d one restoration. It is our prayer
Fee, J. W. Brents, T. B. Thompson, J. L. , that many will obey the gospel and that
Hines, Cled E. Wallace. Thirteen meetings ' our new building may be a m eans of our
with these brethren, and assisted the breth- rendering a greater service in the work of
ren as minister in one. God has faithful lh e Lord.
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TO ALL CONGREGATIONS
OF THE CHURCH:
Thi s is to certify that Brother G. Vincent
Gas kill, who has served this congregation
as its ministe r for the past ten ~onths,
June 29, 1952, t o A19ril 26, 1953, submitted
his resignation on th e latte r da te, in a.
Christian sp irit and with th e r es p ec t of th e
co n gregat ion.
How e ver, as the elders serving this congregation, we have seen fit to r equ es t
Brother Gas kill to continue hi s services until July 1, 1953, in th e interests of the we lfare of th e congregat ion and hi s own as well.
We furthe r state that th er e are no doctrinal differe n ces ex isting b etween us and
Brother Gasl<ill. He i s sound in the f a ith
and scriptura l in his teaching and preach ing. He is a very capable Bible t each er and
has d on e goo d wo rk in personal visitation.
It is o ur desire as Christians to ass is t
Brother Gask ill, through the m edium of this
l e tte r , that h e m a y continue to faithfully
serve in the ministry of th e Lord, in whatever field he c h ooses to locate.-Signed: Elde r s H. G l en Burto n and Paul E. Foss l er, Andrew s Av enu e Church of Chris t, 11 53 South
Andr ews Avenue, Fort Laud erdale, Florida.
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MAJESTIC HYMNAL·· Well

R~eueived

GREATLY PLEASED, but not surprised we are noting the reaction of
those who have received copies of our first edition of "THE MAJESTIC
HYMNAL." Sample copies called for have been sent, and examined, and
already orders, large and small have reached our office. Some were so
certain that the book would please them that they placed orders for their
full requirements in advance, to be shipped as soon as the books were
from the bindery and these orders have already been filled. We appreciate
this confidence, and are glad of course, when we receive a message that
"we are more than pleased" with -the book.
You will note that "THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL" is different. It is nt>t just
like the common run of song books. You are entirely correct in this; and
we are glad that you take notice of it. And we want to add that this is
not at all unintentional on our part. For example you will find quite a
number of songs that are designea and intended to be used for special
occasions, a line of composition for which we have frequent calls, and
which are very much in demand among ' our singers, specially among
the younger groups in many of the larger congregations, and are of the
very first importance in musical training and S@ng drills, which are
greatly needed to revive the proper interest in ·singing in most of the
churches.
Boost the song service; practice singing frequently. and also have a real
Singing School at frequent intervals. Nothing will build up interest in
the congregation more than really good, enthusiastic singing; and excellent singing will do more than any other one element in leading souls to
obey the gospel. No matter what song book you a-:re now using, you will
make no mistake if you order a . supply of "THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL"
just for a real period of teaching, ahd drHl, and developing an intere~t in .
new and old songs. We can use an old book too long; also it is a good
thing sometimes to get a new book for some special drills and for use
in the church even if we store the old ones for future use or for supplying
weaker, sm<.ller, or mission groups. Prices: Full cloth, $1.00; Leatherette,
80 cents.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBUSHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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W. M. DAVIS
Gunnison, Colol'ado
If there are any loyal disciples living in Gunnison, Colorado, I would like to have their names and addresses. There
are Texas people, who are members of the ch urch, who spend
part of the summer in that vicinity each ;year, and so far
they b,ave not been able to co ntact other members of of the
church of Christ.
Gunnison is a good size town, and there must be members
of the church living there. It is very unfortul'late that members of the church of Christ will identify themselves with
the Christian church, when they find themselves in a town
having no church of Christ. The proper ,thing to do is to ,
try to find other disciples, and start a church in that place.
There is a state teacher's college in Gunnison that has a
good ·sized enrollment each summer. Surely there are several who are members of the church of Christ in this student ·
body.
If this comes to the attention of any who are living in
Gunnison, or any who are spending the summer there, I
will appreciate hearing from you, giving your street address.
Also this may come to the attention of some who know of
members of the church of Christ living in Gunnison. Anyone
who knows of disciples living in that place, please write to
my address at the close of this article.
Sel'mons By The Devil
The devil is not sincerely r eligious, but he does not hesitate to join religious movements, when he can advance his
own interests by doing so. He will encourage revivals if the
truth is n ot preached. Modern union meetings are just to
his hand-he knows the truth will not be preached in such
meetings. The gospel of Christ does not fit into ·a union
meeting. On this point we read in the book of Job, "Now
there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and ·satan came also among them"
(Job 1: 6). Of course the purpose of Satan in attending
this service was not for any good that he might do. On such
occasions he is present to corrupt the service if he can-to
discourage, frust rate and preach false do ctrine.
Probably the sons of Job did not know the devil when he
came among them, but the Lord knew him. When Satan
goes to church, he does not introdu ce himself as the devil.
He identifies himself with some high-so unding .name. In this
meeting th e devil 's subject was "Doth Job fear God for
naught?" He put him forward as a time-server and a hypocrite. The Lord· knows a man's heart, but the devil does not.
·T he devil represented Job as a hypocrite while the Lord
knew he was sincerely devout.

The devil's sermon to Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden ,.. is typical of his· preaching. He is a blasphemer; and
co ntradicts the word of God. The Lord told Adam and Eve
that they would die if they ate the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good · and evil. The serpent said they would
not die, but be made wise by eating.
The devil's sermon to Christ· recorded in . the fourth chapter of Matthew had three points. First, turn these stones inta
bread. Second, cast yourself down from the pinaele. Third,
fall . down and worship me. "If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread." "If thou be the Son
of God, cast thyself down." We observe that the tempter
was asking him to do what he came to do-work miracles
and fulfil prophecy. He showed Jesus the short road to victory-fall down and worship me for the kingdoms of this
world and their glory.
58 4 2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

A Question On Dancing
Ross W. Dye
When a preacher stands in the pulpit and condemns popular sins, there ar'e usually widely varying results. On the one
hand, some will wish they had stayed home. They will be
offended and brand the preacher an old "moss-back." OIJ.
the other hand , some will be brought to repentance and
saved from eternal condeqmation. Many others who are
striving to d.o right will be strengthened in the faith. God
will be pleased when sin is rooted out and the Christ and
his gospel are lifted up.
I am in receipt of a letter from a brother in Dearbern,
Michigan, who had read one of my articles on dancing, but
still asks, "Where has our Lord or his apostles so stated
that. dancing is sinful?" You will find a specific prohibition
against daneing .in the same passage where such a prohibition is fo und against playing the numbers racket, gambling;
and many other things which God-!earing people hold to be
sinf ul. If we had to find a specific statement prohibiting
each thing that is wrong, I am afraid the world could not
contain the books. The Bible sets forth principles which will
cover every new way inen can ever invent to do age-old sins.
The New Testament does not say, "Thou shalt not use mechanical instruments of music," but does that mean it is
right to use them in worship? Some sins can be committed
in a number of ways. To be sure, the Bible does single out
the sin, but it isn't necessary to ,mention all 'the ways of
committing the sin. I want to demonstrate in this article
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that dancing is one way of committing at least one of the
works of the flesh which Paul mentioned in Gal. 5:19-21.
Testimony Of The Experts
First, let us hear from the Chicago vice commission. These
men asked three hundred prostitutes, "What caused you to
become what you ar.e?" Eighty-five per cent said, "M:y first
step wrong was caused by the modern dance." In the light
of this testimony, can parents be so reckless as to ·permit
their children to accept such odds?
A college president in Dallas, Texas, said, "The dance has
contributed m any disgraced girls to the World. Many boys
have lost honer and chara~ter in the dance hall. Girls lost
virtue and purity in dance halls, but never has one been
made purer." A former owner of a ·C hicago dance hall said,
"We are all men. We know •the natural desires of youth. We
know that sex is the strongest impulse planted in the human race. You can picture the effect on a boy Glr girl of
eighteen or twenty, when tb:is hunger is keenest, when
knowledge and experience are lacking in the foundation of
judgment, of one of the dances which calls for close ~b
dominal contact and frequently brings the cheeks together
and entwine the limbs: Yet we find thousands of boys and
girh> dancing this way every day and Whose fool parents
look on complacently." Tliere is left, then, but one reason
for its ' popularity. Sex appeal. Now, you fathers and mothers
kn•w that t¥s man told the truth. How can we be indifferent toward such a thing?
A Chicago physician specializing in nervous diseases said,
"As a medlcal man I flatly charge that dandng is fundamelltally sinful and evil. I charge that dancing's charm is
based entirely on sex appeal. I charge that it is the most in-.
sidious of the maneuvers preliminary to sex betrayal. It is
nothing more xior less than damnable, diabolical; animal,
physicar dissipation. Do mother and father, husband and
wife dance like that? Why is the long-married man . soon
wearied of dancing with his wife? I'U tell you the basic
spell of the dance is the spell of illicit physical contactwe doctors know there are mysterious current affinities that
seem almost chemical. I am no preg or prude, and so I
frankly tell you that it is not safe to subject even the strongest to the subtle temptations of the . dance. A trail of broken
· homes IJroves this. The stimulation of the dance, with · its
fingering of the lowest f!.nd most primitive emotions, drugs
the intellect and spirit."
A man who studied dancing in high schools, said, "I visited
'Teen town' a few • nights ago and took a br,other with me. I
asked him what he thought of it. He was amazed and called
it a 'Young Honkietonk.' The men behind teentown and
those who run it are unselfish men who . seek to better the
community, but they are deceived. In r eality teentown is a
training shop for dance halls and night clubs! When the
children get out of their t eens where are they going to
d ance?"
The matrons of Rescue Homes in Los Angeles said, "Seventenths of the girls r eceived h ere h ave fallen through dancing
and its influence." Ex-dancing teacher, Professor William
H. Holmes said, "I found the ballrooms an avenue of destruction to multitudes." Ex-dancing teacher, Harry Stribes,
said, "I will say that I do not believe that a woman , can
waltz virtuously and waltz well, for she must yield her person completely to her pa,·tner." Mr. Faulknew , a former
dance master of Los Angeles said, "It is a startling fact, but
a fact nevertheless, that two-thirds of the girls who are
ruined fall thr•ugh the influence of the dance." Dr. Frank
Richardson, speaking before the Homeopathic Associati_on o,f
New Jersey said, "Dance halls are the modern nursenes of
the divorce courts, training shops of prostitution and graduating schools of infamy and vice." An archbishop said, "Nineteen of twenty women coming to the confessionals, attribute
their fall to the dance."
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COntention Of Dance Proponents
Some say, "Supervise the dance for the young people;
they are going to dance ·a nyway." In the first place, this is
not fair to our young people. This infers that they are bent
upon deliberately plunging headlong into sin. I am proud
of the young people in ~he church. Of course, some of them
are not what they ought to be, but is that nearly so much
their fault as it is the fault of their parents? I know many
yo-ung people who know the evil of the dan ce, and who
would not think of attending such a carousal. Further, the
idea that sin can be supervised, fenced in, and given a gloss
of r espectability is an insult to the intelligen ce. How long
will it be before someone advances the idea that fornication
is all right if it is supervised? If dancing is good, why the
need for such close supervision?
Others say, "I know many not hurt by the dance." Not
everyone who takes a drink becomes a drunkard. Shall we
advise liquor in moderation? Certain.ly I would be the last
to charge that all who dance are libertines and whoremongers,
but the grim fact remains that the dance leads to that. That
someone might not be hurt by it is not because of its spiritual uplift but despite its demoralizing influence.
The Bible And Dancing
'
The Bible condemns the fruit of the danoo. Jesus said,
"Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt
tree bringeth forth evil fruitr A good tre& cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit" (Matt. 7:;t 'l, 18). It is hard to · see how II.B.yone can
deny the fruit of the dance, yet some close their eyes an4.
refuse to see. Some insist upon putting good for evil. "Woe
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light fo.r darkness; that put bitter for
· sweet, and sweet for bitter" (Isa. 5: 20). The worldly-minded
have never been able to see anything wremg with sin. "Those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discent
both good and evil" can readily see that something is dreadfuRy wrong with the dance. Who can read the fallowing
statement by Dr. Hall and deny the fruit of the dance? "A
· boy and girl were dancing at a masked square dance. In the
emotional excitement attending the affair, they slipped away
and violated the sacred moral principle that is as old as
man. Then the young man pulled the mask from the face of
the girl. She heard his shout of fi~ndish horror, My God,
sister, is tha,t you?" Dr. v..r. W. Hall says, "One went into
eternity by way of the morphine bottle, the other by a _gun."
When they meet in the fiery furnace of eternal hell, :Will
they still think there is no · harm in the dance? "That is the
reas~n I say," says Dr. Hall, "That every dance is as rotten
as hell ,can make it."
I
There are many scriptures which condemn the danee. We
are told to "love uot the world" ( 1 John 2:15). "The friendship of the world is enmity with God" (Jas. 4:4). The dance
is of , the world. Do you expect to find gospel ·preachers or
devout elders on the dance floor? No, you expect to find the
divorcee, the beer drinkers, the irreligious. "I beseech you
tlierefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing . of your
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mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect will of God" (Rom. 12:1, 2).
In Gal. 5:19-21, Paul lists the works of the flesh. One of
these is lasciviousness. Webster defines that as, "Wanton,
lewd , lustful-tending to produce lewd emotions." Isn't it
true that dancing produces lewd emotiolfs? Therefore, dancing is lasciviousness. The Greek work which is here translated "lasciviousness') is "aselgeia." Thayer defines it as,
"Wanton acts or manners, as filthy words, indecent bodily
movements, unchas~ handling of males and fe~ales." If,
according to Thayer, telling filthy jokes is lasciviousness (I
presume all will agree that it is wrong to tell filthy jokes,
and that all can see that lasciviousness · includes that), why
can we not see that dancing is lasciviousness for the same
r eason? Aselgeia, lasciviousness, is un chaste handling of
males a~d fe~ales. Can you take a beautiful woman in your
arms, place your hand on her bare back, entwine your limbs
in hers, lay your cheek against her soft and delicately perfumed !ace and sway to the strains of sweet music, and not
think evil and have your emotions aroused? If you say you
can, you are either a liar or a dead man. "Whosoever looketh
on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart" (Matt. 5:28).
My friends, the Holy Spirit declares that, "They which do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." It is
hi_gh time that brethren everywhere realize that worldliness is just as repulsive in the eyes of God as denominationalism or any other evil. While we perhaps have restored the
doctrine of the church, we are !ar from restoring the purity
of heart and life that is taught in · the New Testament. I
firmly believe that the church is not in nearly so great a
danger o! doctrinal apostasy as it is of being overwhelmed
with a tide of worldliness that will choke out the last vestige
of spirituality and leave· the body of Christ bruised and
bleed~g before a doubting world. We need to catch a vision
of the Christ and look upon him as the model and mold our
lives like unto his perfect example.
408 N. Marshall Drive, Oklahoma City 10, Okla.

"Be converted" is correctly translated "turn" or "turn again"
in the American Revised Version.
The King James translators for obvious reasons merely
anglicized the Greek word baptizo and its various forms.
the popular practices of substituting sprinkling and p.ouring
· for imm ersion have hidden und er this cloak for generations,
ana creed-bound preachers have rejoiced to have it so.
In the second chapter and fourth verse of 2 Peter we
learn that God "spared not the angels that sinned, but cast
them down to hell." In this citation "hell" is tartarus, a word
that occurs nowhere else in the sacred writings. Perhaps
one of the most inexcusable error in translation is the unhappy use of one English word to .express three entirely
different Greek words: "hell" has been used as the equivalent of Gehenna, hades, and tartarus. Such inaccuracy more
than doubles the trials of anyone sincerely endeavoring to
teach' the word of truth. ·
The King James wording of 2 Peter 2:9 !allows: "The
Lord knoweth how to deliveJ: the godly out of temptations,
and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be
punished." But a later and better rendering gives the passage
thus: "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
.temptation and to keep the unrighteous under punishment
unto the day of judgment." According to the former, the
punishment is entirely future.
And while we are discussing inaccurate translations, we
may as well tell our friends that their humorous references to Jonah's "whale" are groundless. The rendering in
Matt. 12:40 is wrong. The Greek word is properly translated
"sea monster."
Our common version states that John baptized "with water"
(See Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:26; Acts 1:
5; 11: 16). A proper translation would h·ave stopped th.e
,Puerile arguments of the old-time Methodist debaters, who
contended that this phrase proved that the water, and not
~
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Sabinal Bib.le Camp

Some Misleading Translations In The
King James Version
James H. Childress
(Note: This is taken from a lecture delivered by the lamented Brother Childress at Abilene Christian College in
1924-Norvel Yqung).
When a presumptuous stranger on an ancient highway
asked the Ethiopian eunuch, "Understandest thou what thou
read est?" (Acts 8: 3 0), he received an honest answer: "How
can I, except some man should guide me?" Most of us need
a host of Phili_ps to aid us in our study today. Not only is
the Bible the most widely circulated book in the world, it
also has the rare distinction of being the least understood
book in all the universe.
1. The Bible is to some extent misunderstood because of
inaccurate or faulty translations.
Of course you and I know enough to realize that the Bible
is a translated library. To that extent we have the advantage
over the sister who went to her grave insisting that the
apostle JaJlles wrote the Bible in the English tongue.
The expression, "be converted," as found in such passages
as Matt. 13:15; 18 : 3; . Acts 3:18, and so on, has been responsible for ~uch religious delusion. Denominational preachers have argued at great length that "be converted" is passive
-as it is in this faulty translation-and it follows that ~he
alien sinner is acted upon by an outside influence . in a mysterious way in order to bring about a "conversion." As a
matter of truth the sinner is active in obeying the gospel.
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the subject, was handled by the administrator in the act of
baptism. John baptized "in water"-not "with water."
In Gal. 3:24 we read that "the law was our schoolmaster
to bring us unto Christ, that we mignt be justified by faith. "
The Greek word here translated "schoolmaster" is "paidagogos"-meaning a "child-conductor," usually a slave who
had charge of boys until they became of age. The Greek
"paidagogos" differed so widely in character and function
from our "schoolmaster" that we may conclude the current
translation to be ex tremelY. inaccurate. Indeed, the beauty of
<God's striking figure is obscured until we learn something
.about the nature .of the work o.f the ancient pedagogue.
When we, in studying the Authorized Version, read that
"'' once in the end of the world hath he (Christ) appeared to
iPillt away sin by the sacrifice of himself" (He b. 9:26) we
are very likely to be confused because in our current speech
the "end of the wo rld" is yet future. If I understand the
me~nin g of this language, Christ appeared at the end of the
age-that is, the Jewish age or dispensation-to put away
sin by atoning sacrifice . (Frequently, "world" ought to be .
rendered ".age" or "ages").
2. The Bible is frequently misunderstood by modern readers .because of antiquated translations.
Even a pious reader might be inclined to grow skeptical
upon seeing these words of the psalmist: "I prevented the
dawnin g of th e morning" (Psalm 119: 14 7). Such passages
become clear when we are told that the word "prevent"
here means to "come before" or "precede." The word is also
us ed in this sense in 1 Thess. 4: 16: ". . . we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent th..em which are asleep ." Our English language is
undergoing a steady metamorphosis.
There is to our modern eyes and ears something extremely
awkward in this phrasing: "Moreover, brethren, we do you
to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the ch urches of
Macedonia" ( 2 Cor. 8:1). It is clear enough when we modernize it to read as follows: "·Moreover, brethren, we would
have you understand . . . "
I once read of a banq uet given by society leaders in a
·large city of the North. The profits were to be used to help ·
th_e needy. Upon the wall these words appeared : "The greatest
of these is charity." "Charity" to those revelers meant what
it means to most of us today: giving money to the poor.
It is possible for one to bestow all his goo.d s to feed the
poor and still lack charity. "Love" is the better term; the
popular conception of the meaning of "charity" has changed
since. 1611.
Our favorite, 2 Tim. 2: 15, does not mean what ninetenths of us make it mea n: "Study to shew thyself iJ,pproved
u:ato God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid in g the word of truth." Now, here. is what we make
it mean in .our _sermons : "S tudy and investigate the Bible
for the purpose of making God approve you; the way t o do
this is by showing people the diff erence between the Old
T estament and the New ." What's wrong about that? Simply
th is : "study" as used by the translators here does not mean
what "study" means in our everyday speech. It is here
equivalent to the Latin studeo, "to be zealo us," "to strive,"
etc. Let me try to give the meaning of 2 . Tim . 2 : 15 in· modern
speech: "Make· a strong effo~t to meet with God's approval
. . . handling th e truth acct;~ r ate l y and correctly." (Incidentally, it is well to note that there are sever al other of our
favorites that n eed to be reinterpreted).
Tp most Am ericans "meat" means flesh, and "corn" means
maize. I remember a teacher who once told her class about
Abraham's making cornbread . In the Bible (as in England)
"meat" means food, and "corn" means grain.
The latter part of Rev. 2:10 is usually misinterpreted because we fail to give the word " 1,1nto" its right meaning.
It reads as follows: "Be thou faithful unto death, and I
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will give thee a crow n of life ." Note that the word is "unto"
-it doesn 't mea-n "until"! It does mean: "Be faithful even
if it costs your life."
Ask the n ext ten persons you meet this question: "Does
the Bible mention a 'straight and n a rrow way'?" At least nine
will say, "Yes, everybody knows that." Turn with me to
Matthew 7:14: "Because strait is the gate, and narrow is
the '?lay, which l eadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it." The gate is "strait" and the way is "narrow" there is no
such phrase as the "straight and narrow· way" to be found between the lids of the Bible. It originated, of course, in the
minds of people who confused "strait" witth the more familiar "straight."

Brother Aniceto Sparagna
May Be Deported June 30th
Ralph V. Grahmn
Brother Sparagna's application for a permanent visa in order- to remain in this country has been turned down, rejected by the Amer ican Consul in Montreal. His extension
permit, which und er these circum stances cannot be renewed,
expires June 30th .. Unless something can be done before that
t ime he will be deported from this country. This news comes
as a severe pho ck to Brother Sparagna and his wife and to
those of us who have worked and waited so long for a victorious outcome of his struggles to be free.
It has. been more than two years since we initiated efforts
in b_ehalf of Brother Sparagna and in which thousands of
bre.t hren and friends took part. At the time of Brother
Sparagna's conversion to the Trenton Church of Christ in
October, 1950, we learned ·that he was a victim of ecclesiastical persecution. In fact, it was the action of a high ecclesiastic in Camden who placed charges of misrepresentation
and fraud against Brother Sparagna in the Immigration Office at Philadelphia, that caused all his trouble. Due to this
fact the North American Baptists, the Masons, the National
Council of Churches, Protestants and Others for, the Separation of Church and State, and thousands of the members of
the churches of Christ intervened in his behalf. Many representatives and senator.s , after being personally contacted and
after receiving thousands of letters, and many telegrams and
telephone calls from all O'l7 er the United States •. assisted in
the case. It was in 19 51 that a conference with th e assistant
attorney-general was arran ged and he dismissed the charges,
clearing Brother Spara~na's character, and granted ·him the
right to re-apply for pre-examination pursuant to his obtaining a permanent visa.
Brother Sparagna complied with the· necessary regulations.
A new hearing was granted in Philadelphia in the spring of
1952, and on Aug ust 8th the hearing officer granted Brother
Sparagna permission to take the necessary steps in obtaining
a permapent visa. All . necessary documents were pr,.epared.
Brother Sparagna's affiliation with the church of Christ as
minister thereof met the requirement by the government to
be a minister of a religi ous group fo r two years in October,
1952. During t.his time the lawyers on the case rev ealed that
they discovered evidence of pressure being exerted in certain areas by an ecclesiastical power against the interests of
Brother Sparagna. After all papers were sent to the Consul
in Montreal, we waited for some time. As it ordinal'ily requires only a short time for the Amer ican Consul to act in
such a case, the lawyer made repeated inquiries concerning
the progress of the case. The Consul replied that he was
studying the case. Several senators wrote the Consul, asking
him to give the matter favorable and sp~edy consideration.
After some delay a request came from the Consul 's office
to the effect that since it might facilitate matters to apply for
a visa on the ground of being married to an American citi-
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zen, the necessary papers should be forwarded at once. This .
was interpreted to mean that less trouble would be involved
if the visa could be obtained on other grounds than religious.
These documents were prepared. A letter came from the Philadelphia Immigration Office of the United States Department
of Justice stating that this visa petition was approved subject to the approval of the appropriate American Consul.
Then, a few days ago, the lawyer talked with the American Consul by long distance telephone and asked whether
the application for pre-examination and re-entry would be
granted . The Consul replied that Brother Sparagna was not
eligible and hence the visa could not be granted. When asked
why the documents bad been requested showing that Brother
Sparagna is married to an American citizen, the Consul replied that it was a mistake o! a clerk in his office. The
puzzling thing is that Brother Sparagna should be eligible
either as a minister of two years or more in the church of
Christ or as being married to an American citizen. His character has been cleared and he has had no affiliation with
any political system abroad .
Two co urses of action now lie open which must be pursued with g.reat speed since his permission to be in this
country, terminates June 3Oth of this year. One way is to
persuade some congressman to introduce a special bill in
the legislature to p_revent Brother Sparagna from being deported. The other is to ask senators and representatives to
use their influence with the State DepartJ;nent to grant his
permanent visa independent of the action of the American
Consul. Either way may be very difficult. You can do your
part by asking your senator and representative to support
such a bill in the event it i.s introduced or to exercise their
influence with the State Department to grant Brother Sparagna
a permanent visa. But please act NOW. Arrangements have
been made to meet with certain senators in Washington ,
D. C., to discuss' these procedures.
Brother Sparagna . has proved his value and consecration
to the church by lecturing in behalf of the Lord's cause in
more than forty states in this country; in writing sermons
and tracts which have been distributed in many parts of the
world, in preaching and conducting meetings where he has
been called, in helping build up the church in the Northeast,
especially at Collingswood, New Jersey, where a new church
building is now being erected for a new congregation wh ich
yvas established March 2, 1952, in answerin~ many letters of
brethren and others who required information -and help with
various r eligious problems, in helping bring two other expriests into the church of Christ and having an important
influence in the conversion of many other persons throughout
the United States, and in talking with many religious persons seeking freedom and truth. Even now in the ·midst of
his trials he is translating with Brother Mattucci and transcribing sermons to be used on the new Herald • of Truth
program in Europe over a radio station in Monte Carlo,
Monaco; France, which starts June 6th. Let us help Brother
Spar.agna and keep him in this country.

Mission Of The Church And Orphan Homes ·
Thomas L. Campbell .
(NO.1)

Unquestionably the mission of the church is to save souls.
I know of no one in the brotherhood who questions that
the primary purpose of the church is to preach the gospel
and win souls. The only thing that brethren can possibly
diff er on is the method or methods to be employed.
The anti-class brethren agree that the church is to teach,
but say that our method of teaching is wrong. Our classic
reply has been, "What method should we use that will accomplish as great a result?" We have always insisted that
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the program of classes is a · matter of method by which the
Lerd expects u s to use the greatest intelligence possible to
"get the j'ob done." None of the brethren who use clasaes
claim for it that it is the perfect system of teaching. We
know better with our poor teachers and poorer materials,
but it far surpasses anything used by the non-class brethren.
We are simply striving to carry out the Lord's command tO<
teach. I, for one, appreciate the warnings of our non-class
brethren concerning the dangers in the Class system. There
are dangers in anything worth accomplishing. Should I desist because of dangers in the way? Is it better to do nothing
because of dange-rs in the way, or to go down striving to ac-complish something for the Lord, which men may pervert to
' evil or worthless ends?
Now there have arisen in -the brotherhood some who say
we are prostituting the purpose of the church from 'its Godgiven task to preaeh the gospel unto the care of widows and
orphans . I cannot understand this kind of talk. What ch urch
among us has quit preaching the gospe-l at home a_nd abroad
to feed "loaves and' fishes" to the needy? Has not the gospel gone forth more at home and abroad in these days when
new "institutions" for the needy have become more numerous? Almost without exception the congregations which are
supporting more preachers to d eclare the word are also the
ones who are doing the most for the orphan homes; that is,
they are the largest contributors to the homes. It seems to
m~ that very little can be said about the "homes" choking
out the preaching of the gospel or its influence. I dare say
they 1are worth their weight and effort. They give evidence
to the world that we are a benevolent people who are interested in both the spiritual and physical well-being of our
fellows. You can preach Christ crucified on Calvary's cross
until you are ·blue in the face, but until you sho~ that your
life coincides with the Great Physician's life, in his tenderness, sympathy, and care for the distressed of earth, you
preach in vain. Benevolent works prove now as they did in
the days of the apostles, the sincerity of the message and
the messenger.
The pw·pose of the "homes" is to save souls in two ways:
1. They take the cast-off child, and strive to implan~ character and a love of truth within him. This leads him to the
gospel and its obedience; 2. they are one of the me11ns of
letting our "light shine before men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven."
Hence;' they are advertisements of the church to the world
that the church is unselfish and worthy of attention.
I agree wholeheartedly with the concept that the mission
of the church is to seek and to save the lost and that everything else should be tributary and consequential. I insist
that the erection of "homes" for orphans and aged is one
of the methods to accomplish and contribute to the preach- '
ing of the gospel. If the "home" does ' not work to the accomplishment of saving so uls, and does not cause men to see
the "light of the gospel" then I, to,o, should oppose them
in the church budget. Statistics will show that seldom does
a child stay in one of the homes conducted by our brethren
who does l;lot become a Christian.
Sometimes one is asked if the work done by these "institutions" is the legitimate worlc of the church. 1 Tim. 3:3, 9
and James 1:27 indicates such. Acts 6:1-6 accepts ·such as
the expected thing. No apostle argued that it was not the
work of the church to perform these charities, they only
state that they cannot "l~ave the word of God, and serve
tables." They s u ggest simply that other men be appointed · to
this work. Only by the sleight of words would men question
the right of the church to do this work . And it is the church
and not individuals as is seen in Acts 6.
Another question that is asked is: Can the church delegate
its responsibility to a human institution to do for it? This
is a tricky way of wording a question. What is meant by "hu-
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man institutions"? Under some definitions even the church
is a "h.uman institution, " for it is an institution and it is
composed of human beings. Does having separate buildings
.tram the church building make it a "human institution"? Is
iit .such because it must comply with the laws of the state
-and be granted a chaJrter? Does that m·a ke it a "human inostitution"? Do you mean we farm out the orphans and aged
~t o non-members who run such efforts separate and apart
tlr0m the wishes of Christians? Now, I would most heartily
too opposed to that. If you mean by "human institutions" the
>asking of some well-recognized and talented brother to superintend (oversee), with the buildings, superintendent, and employees answerable directly to the elders of a congreg;;ttion,
then I would say yes. This would be doing what the apostles
did in Acts 6:1-6 except one man is superintendent instead •
of seven. That the Jerusalem situation was for a few months
or a few years, would have little to do with the principle
involved.
Actually the whole discussion is a matter of method. It is
the same quarrel that we have with the non-class brethren.
·It is not over faith but over ways and methods. Methods
must be apprcached with wisdom and good judgment. Brethren have a right to warn of . any dangers in any wor-k or
policy. ·we should appreciate them. But we must. remember
that we are discussing the efficiency of a method- and not a
principle of faith. Well-mean'ing brethren , can do a positive
disservice to the cause by confusing whether these th-ings are
faith or judgment.
More next week.
Anson, Texas.

Studies In Galatians (No. 17)
R. C. Bell
The book of Galatians champions Christian liberty and nobility, and challenges legalistic bondage and bigotry; it is a
comparative study of the religion of the Spirit and the religion of the flesh. The last two chapters, especially, warn
again.s t the perversions and abortions into which legalism
sinks the church. To correct the strange misunderstanding
that Christia·n liberty gives license to indulge ths flesh, Paul
discusses four points under the heading, "Use not your freedom for an occasion to the flesh": first, do not be lawless
and consume one another; second, do not be unclean and
wallow in the filth of the flesh; third, do not be proud and
despotic; fourth, do not be avaricious and parsimonious. The
l~galistic Christian in falling "away from grace," inevitably
falls into some or all of these fleshpots. The assertion that
the addition of the legal principle would promote good morals
and spirituality in the Galatian ch urch es is not being fulfilled. Rather, the flesh is running riot to the peril of clean
living and Christianity. Paul shows that the pride of the
flesh causes much of their abuse of Christian liber ty and
troubles.
Gaining a Brother
''Even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who are
spi_ritual, restore such a one in a spirit of , gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou a lso be tempted" ( 6: 1). E ven a
Christian over whom the flesh does not reign, may be so purs ued by the flesh, which ever stalks him, that he sins. This
verse does not contemplate a reckless sinner who overtakes
sin, or meets it head-on . This man, like Adam in Eden, is
"afraid" and ashamed. He needs a kind, understanding broth€r to lift him out of the remorse that leads to despair up to
the repentance that restores. In such cases, legalists, smug
and secure in their false self-competency, thinking they cannot fall and that all should be just like them, are too stern,
exacting and incapable of being gentle and tender with others. Paul wrote the church at Corinth about the restoration
of penitent brothers who had fallen: "Forgive him ahd com-
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fo.rt him, l-est by any means such a one should be swallowed
up with overmuch sorrow" (2 Cor. 2:7-11) .
n the event his recommendation con"c erning an offending
brother should work, Christ says, "Thou hast gained thy
brother" (Matt. 18:15). Gaining the brother is the first purpose of · discipline . The self-righteous bigot, who cannot see
his brother for whom Christ died with a brother's eye, and
who thinks the way to restore him is to "talk down" to
him. with an air of, "I never would have even· thought of
doing such a thing," had better not attempt it. I have read
of a prisoner who resented all "church workers" until a meek
Christian man went to his cell, sat beside him with an arm
about him, and . said: "Was it not good in God to send his
Son to d ie for poor sinners like you and me?" That thawed
the ice at his heart. This man could understand the prisoner
because h e understood himself and the gospel of grace. He
did not deceive himself by thinking he was "something"
when, he was "nothing." Not until a man realizes that he
has no merit before God, and can never have, can he be
really gentle with men. Without compromising truth or winking at sin, spiritual men can correct brethren without offending or humiliating them.
Bearmg Burdens
"Bear ye one anothe1''s burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ" ( 6: 2). To sympathize with ahd help each other bear
the common infirmities of mortal life should be . as natural
for Christians, who are parts of the same organism and who
share the same nature, as for tj1e various members of a human body to help each other. Christians may also share w_,ith
one another the burdens arising from the troubles and sins
of others, as, for instance, a mother brokenhearted over a
sinful child. All such bearing of burdens fulfils the law of
Christ, which reads: "A new commandment I give unto you
that ye should love one another; even. as I have loved you."
Of -c ourse too, Christians are happy 'to follow and fulfil, up
to their measure, the life of Christ, the great burden B'Elarer.
There is an undercurrent 10f thought here, which comes
more to the surface in Rom. 15:15-21 and 2 Cor. 10:12-18.
Throughout his, missionary career, Paul, resolutely refusing
to build on another's foundation, sought out new fi elds . After
he had planted the church in Galatia, Judaizers came in to
take over. They thought they were very superior to Paul,
gave themselves airs, loaded men down with "burdens grievous to b e borne," wl::!ich they would not so much as touch
with their lfttle finge~s. and lorded it over the church generally. That Christians should "mutual burdens bear" never
once entered their minds. Are not these Galatian· J\].daizers
much like some pre-Christian Pharisees and lawyers, whom
Christ encountered in Jerusalem? Paul's having once been
an unbending legalist himself gives him their num,ber precisely. Legalism, because it ni.akes man the center and measure, never ·has made, nor can it ever make, spiritual men.
The religion of the flesh is destructively and fatally off center.
Paul is setting the Judaizers in their place and rescuing
the church from their strangle ·hold. Let them cease being
puffed up with fictitious self-importance, and, with envious
scorn, setting better men aside; cease boosting the defunct
power and glory of \fudaism, and, bloated with ignorant pride,
cease imposing an impossible legal yoke on the neck of God's
free sons. Let them get out and "prove," not just think,
they a r e something; let them do some real honest, independent Christian work, because after all, a Christian is known
by his own work and characte-r, not his neighbor's . The
·Greek word translated "burden" ~v. 5) is not the word rendered "burdens" (v. 2). The practical lesson is that a Christian's own life is the basis of his standing and reward . Con~
cerning this class of men in Corinth, Paul wrote: "For we
(Concluded on page 7)
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
Business Interests Oppose Christianity
Truth and error are always in conflict. Righteousness and
worldliness cannot dwell side by side in peace. Men -who do
not love God . will always resent and oppose God-fearing men.
So today the lines · are being drawn between men of goodwill, men who are loyal to Christ and his kingdom, and those
who serve Mammon or the gods of this world: self, lust, pride,
power, etc. Jesus told us: "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon"
(Matt. 6:24).
When Paul preached Christ crucified as the Son of G@d in
Ephesus the pagan business interests stirred up opposition to
him and his preaching. The silversmiths made money out
of fashioning images · of Diana, the pagan goddess of Ephe-

sus. They quickly realized that if Paul succeeded in converting the city to Christ their business would fail. Apparently
they never considered whether Paul was telling the truth
or not. They loved m\)ney more than the living God whom
Paul preached. Appealing to the prejudice of the people, they
stirred up a great mob, but the wisdom of a town-clerk
saved the Christians from martyrdom that day.
The lesson for us is this: Let us examine the preaching
and teaching we hear and decide whether it is true to the
Bible or not. The great question for us is not what effect
this teaching has upon our previous ideas, or our businesses,
. or our prejudices, but whether it is true or not!
If every person who reads this column would determine to
study the Bible ~s if it were a new Book dropped in his hands
from heaven, he would be amazed at the truths he would
.,
dis'c over.

Important Meetings Scheduled For
The Children's Home Of Lubbock, Texas

McMillan Resigns- Need New President

James C. l{eiT
On Monday, June 22, brethren from all over this section
of the country are invited to be our guests in an important
meeting on the ground which has been donated for the
new children's home of Lubbock. We plan ~o meet at 6 P.M.
on the 200 acres which Sister Ida S. Collins donated for the
site of the new home. It is located just one-half mile east of
the Corral Drive-In Theater on Highways 62 and 82, east of
the city. A sign on the highway, designates the property.
Some of the brethren will furnish sandwiches for this
meeting and everyone will be given a chance to look over
the prot:>erty. kfter this meeting, we will all meet in the
auditorium of the Broadway Church of Christ at Broadway
a-nd T Streets, at 7:30 where several children from the
Tennessee Orphan Home, Spring Hill, Tennessee, will present a program under the direction of Brother W. B. Richter.
We b elieve this unusual program will interest and encourage
all who can come.
We will have ·some plans and sketches of individual units
to show, and a table-size model of how some of thH cottages
may look according to present suggestions. We hope to begin construction of the first unit shortly after this meeting.
We especially urge everyone who is interested in providing
a home for homeless children to be present. If you will let
us know ahead of time, we will .make arrangements for you
to spend the night in one of our homes.
In our contac't s with the Child's Welfare Bureau, we have
learned that the need is great. There are thousands of children who need a home. The present homes are having to
turn them down at the rate of several each month. One
home that we visited recently turned down over 300 children
in its first year of operation. There are many . children who
for one reason or another are not legally adoptable into
some private home, but who can be cared for by the church
through such a home as this. It is our plan for the home to
begin with three cottages and to . continue t~ build on thEl
cottage plan. It will be operated under the direction of the
elders of the Broadway church. A separate bank account has
been established for the funds for this purpose. We are now
looking for a suitable man to serve as supervisor of the
home. We invite your prayers in the behalf of this work.
We will gladly answer your letters of inquiry. Do plan to
be present at this important meeting, Monday evening, June
22.

E. W. McMillan, president of Southwestern Christian College, resigned some time ago, and is soon leaving to again
resume his work as local minister of a church, this time at
Whittier, California. We regret very much to lose him, and
feel he has done a great and good work as a pioneer in this
position. But, we are glad to see him go back to his first
love-preaching the gospel and working for the salvation of
souls in the church of the Lord.

Otto Foster

We need a capable and qualified man to follow him as president of Southwestern Christian .College, the only one of its
kind in the world. Could that be you? Do you know of such
an one? Write to us, i! you do.
Our colored brethren need what a Christian college has
to o~fer much more than do the whites. It is a great challenge to some man, one that is capable and qualified---ene
with a desire to do a great work for God and for humanity.
Can you say, "Here am I, send me?"
While we are looking for a president, Dr. John G. Young,
4005 Andrews Drive, Dallas, Texas, President of the Board
of Trustees, will act as president o-f the college. J. P .. McGinty of Terrell, Texas, and Brother Farmer; preacher for
the church in Terrell and a teacher in the college, will astsist
Grover Washington, our dean, in handling things on the
campus. We are planning to opep. the college this fall as
usual, and hope to have a larger and better student body than.
ever before.

Studies In-Galatians (No. 17}
(Concluded from page 6)
are not bold to number or compare ourselves with certain
of them that commend themselves: l9ut they themselves measuring themselves by themselves, and compari>ng themselves
with themselves, are without understanding" ( 2 Cor. 10:
12). Me!!'s comparing themselves with other men is idle and
wholly of the unwholesome flesh. It is like a child's thinking h e is nine fe et high because a false yardstick which he
made himself says he is. If they "'ant a standard of comparison, le,t them use Christ, the proper standard and touchstone
of life and work; if they must have law, let them fulfil his
law of love.
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SOUTH PORTLAND, MAINE, CHURCH
PURCHASES PROPERTY ·
The Lord has richly blessed this congregation since
its beginning some 19 months .a.go. Those who have
been here since the beginning have seen much growth
in numbers, contribution, and in spirit. During the
month of May the contribution record has been broken
four consecutive Lord's days.
On May 9th the final arrangements were made and
the deed transferred on the property which the Lord
has see:ri fit to have used for his kingdom · here in
South Portland. Eight hundred dollars has been raised
and one ?f the Christians here who gave $200, als~
mortgaged his home for the remaining $1500 needed
to complete the payment of the property, whi.ch has
an area of 24,000 square feet. The congregation plans
to have the note paid within the next two years, if
God wills.
This property is ideally located in South Portland
across the street from a new junior high school. It
is ·o.n a thoroughfare in a new section of the city that
is rapidly building up: There is not a building of any
religious .body within more than a mile ·in any direction. There are many children in this neighborhood
and with a new school building we expect many more
in the years to come.
.
Plans have been borrowed from the church in Augusta, Maine, which ·is now constructing a building
of similar design. Besides the Christian .who gave the
$200 on the lot and borrowed $1500 to pay off the
note, another has given a large barn to be torn down
and used in construction. With his connections with
buildi~g concerns, he has made arrangements to buy
materials at a good reduction, and has offered to contra:t. the job at no cost to the church. With opportumbes as they are, we believe we can construct this
$15;000 building which will seat about 150 for $8,000
to $10,000 and less if much of the labor is donated as
is now promised.
Recently we arrived at the rented "dance" hall in
which we meet in South Portland in time for Bible
cl~s~es Sunday morning only to find it locked and
rammg. We managed to get in through a window and
foun~ the hall just as it had be~n left early' that
rr:ormng following the "regular Saturday night dance."
Cigare_tte butts scattered all over the place, dirty ash
~rays m the windows, the "schedule of dances" hangI~g at the front of the hall, chairs lined up along each
Sid~, ~nd the hall was uncomfortably cool and untidy.
This was the scene we beheld. With one of the members was a lady to attend the services of the New Tes~ament ~hurch for her first time. You can imagine the
IJUpressiOn that was made.
This situation came about as a misunderstanding
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with the custodian, but nevertheless, it gave us a
"firsthand" view of what takes place only a few hours
before the worship of God's people. Now we can understand better why the people of the community refuse to come and "search the Scriptures" with us.
Now we can understand better why the people remark
with a casual "oh" when they are hivited to attend
. the services and are told where we meet. We are thankful that we have this place to meet, as there is no
other available place at any price to our knowledge.
But you can surely understand, what the Lord's church
is. up against in this area without a respectable place
of worship. The church is "new" to most people in
this area, and they are sk~ptical of it because it is
"new" to them. In the interest of New Testament
Christianity, please "come over into the ndrtheast and
help us" construct a house of worship for God's people. We have the property, and will, with God's help
get it paid for, but the cost of a building is almost im~
possible in the immediate future from the present 16
members of the congregation. Assistance in any form
will be greatly appreciated and promptly acknowledged. Send contributions marked for Building Fund
to: South Portland Church of Christ, Box 1754, Portland, Maine.
If only--some of you who read this could come to
Maine and see for yourselves the opportunities and
the needs. We extend to you a cordial invitation to
come on your vacation and get a firsthand report of
conditions. Of the f6 members in South Portland
eight are men, all of whom take an active part i~
the work, both privately and publicly. All lead public
prayers, four lead singing, all assist i:h the communion
service, four are Bible class teachers, and four ladies
also teach. Currently four to six non-member visitors
are present at each service. There are six adults now
being taught, that we believe will obey the gospel before very long, some of whom would unite families
in the Lord. ·Recently one Christian received a raise
in salary and promised the entire 1·aise to the Lord.
Still another Christian with a large family changed
jobs and received a larger salary and has promised a
good portion of the mise to the Lord,, which could be
used to a good advantage in the family.
With God,'s help, with the prayers of Christians and
with 't he added financiaJ assistance from the s~ints
in ~tronger areas, the South Portland, Maine, congregation looks forward to great accomplishments for
.the Lord. in the time to come.-CHARLES CHANDLER, HOWARD MITCHELL, Ministers.
Our "Special Edition-Churcheli At Work" of February 10,
19 53, has been reprinted to supply the great demand of late
ord~rs·. We now have an overflow of several thousand copies
available. Be sure to write us at once how many copies you
want, if any. Price, 35c in 10 copies or more.
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Sweet Resigns
At University Church, Austin
After serving as preacher for the; University Avenue ch urch
in Austin for almost exactly seven years, R. B. Sweet has
resigned and will be succeeded by Elbridge B. Linn of Den~
ver, Colorado, the last
Sunday in June.
Brother Sweet has g iven
up local work in order
that he may devote .his
time to the publication or
Bible school study material and evangelistic work.
He will be availab le after
July 1 for Sunday appointments and for meetings. He will continue to
live in Austin, Texas, at
715 'East 43rd Street.
During his seven years
in Austin, there have been
1,038 responses to the invitation, not counting those
who have come during
protracted meetings. The
R. B. Sweet
membership is now 774.
During that time · also the church erected one of the most
beautiful church buildings in the city. The church plant has
a value of abo~t $350,000 and is in a strategic location between the University campus and the State capitol bu1lding. \

, ______________________

Linn To -University Church
In Austin, Texas
After a little more than six years in Denver, Colorado, Elbridge B. Linn has accepted work with the Un1versity Avenue Church of Christ in Austin, Texas. He will preach his
first sermon there June
28 . .His family will move
to Austin the last week in
June . His wife is th.e former Zelda Moser, and they
have two son·s , Charles,
who is eleven years old,
and Michael, six.
He was born in Oenaville, Texas, August 4,
1911. He attended high
school ana grade school
in California. He was
graduated from Abilene
Christian College with a
B.A. degree in 1933. Graduate studies were pursued
at the 1Jniversity of Southern California, and Pacific School <Jf Religion.
Brother Linn has don e
work with a number of
Elbridge B. Linn
congregations in California and Texas. He has lived and preached in Ontario, Rich- '
mond and Pasadena, California. In Texas he has done local
work with the Central, Easts~de and Westside churches of
Cleburne.
In 1937-38, he and · his wife were in mission work in
Tokyo, Japan. Brother Linn states that he believes good was
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accomplished, although results were not many due to the
fact that the nation was at war with China at the time.
He has had extensive radio preaching in a number of
states. In 19 52 the church of Christ in the Park Hill section
of Denver,. where he has labored, underwrote and supervised
a daily radio program over a local station. Other congregations and preachers in the area cooperated . During the time
he has been in Denver, Brother Linn has delivered two
hundre'd and fifty radio sermons from twelve to fifteen minutes in length.
·
·
During the past s ix years more than five hundred persons
have been added to the Park Hill congregation by baptism,
restoration, and transfer of membership.
'llhe Linns moved td Denver for the health of their son,
Charles. They hope and pray that he will not be troubled
with asthma in Austin.

MARLIN CONDUCTS HOLY LAND TOUR"
J. T. Marlin, minister of the Fourth and Elm Streets Church
of Christ, Sweetwater, Texas, left Sweetwater by plane Sunday evening accompanied by two of the church members there
for his second visit to the Bible lands. Others joined the
party at Fort Worth and New York. They l eft New York at
3:00 P.M., Monday, Jurie 8, for Paris, France. From there
they will go to Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Greece, Italy,
Jordan, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg, Holland and England. In 1951, George DeHoff and J. T. Marlin toured . most of this country, making thousands of feet
of movie film and hundreds ·o f colored slides. This time
. Brother Marlin is taking along five thousand feet of 16MM
movie film and several hundred shots of 35MM. Many in the
tour he is conducting will also be taking along a large supply of film. They are traveling by air and plan to return
July 17.

THE NEW HYMN BOOK
"TO ALL SINGERS AND SONG LEADERS: I write this
message to you to declare that I have just received and
closely examined a copy of MAJE'S TIC HYMNS, the brand
.new~ song book just off the Firm Foundation press, and that
I cannot recall a single gospel song book of the past forty
years that so completely justifies its title. Truly, it is MAJESTIC. Three hundred and twenty-eight songs. Many brand
new songs, many of the favorites of the· past, suitable for
every purpose where good singing is desired and truth taught.
This book has my heartiest commendation, and I urge a
thousand churches to order them in la;ge lots."--TICE ELKINS.

*

*

* *

"I received your song book, Majestic Hymns, and I think
this is one of the finest books I have ever had the pieasure of
looking through, and I have been using song books for a
long time."--J. W. Bragg, Arkansas.

* * * *

"Our new books were here by the time I arrived. Looks
good to have a new book with a lot of new songs that can be
used."--Edgar Furr.

* * * *

'-

Sample copy sent free 'to song leaders in the churches, for
examination.
TWO BINIDINGS: Fine maroon cloth, h ead-band, marker,
stained edges, copy, $1.10 postpaid; In lots of 100 or more
85 cents per copy. Flexible leatherette, 80 cents per copy.
Remittance should accompany your order. This will save time.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin 61, Texas
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the fine people at Jacksboro, for some of
the most faithful we have known live and
worship , there. However, we believe a greater
opportunity awaits us here and we solicit
th e prayers of the faithful as we enter into
it. The church is 'located at 16001 DeQueen
the others were transfers of membership.
At this time we are engaged in a very i'n- Boulevard. When in Port Arthur, worship
teresting Vacation B ible School. The Lord with us.
w illJng we shall begin a series of gospel
m eetings Sunday, Jun·e 21, to continue
0. M. Reynolds,. Box 242, Leakey, T exas,
through the 28th, with th e writer doing the June 12: Jun e 7th Brother Louie M. White
preaching. When in Austin we in v ite you of San Marcos closed his fifth meeting (and
to worship with us.
a , week's very fine vacation Bible school,
the first here ) with the church h ere, with
Douglas Stahl, Box 112, Clinton, Arkansas, very fine inters t and attendance, th e church
June 9: The Lord's work is moving along greatly edified' a nd six baptisms (two of
w ith a high int erest here. We h ave just whom had been members of the H.oliness
comp l eted a gospel meeting with J. Loyd church here) and one restoration. One resRice of Sanatorium, T exas, doing the preach- toration came before the meeting. I taught
ing. There were no addit ion s to the church a c lass, vocal music and l ead,.the song servat that time, but we do feel that much ices for the meeting. Brother White is a
good has been accomplished. We h ad splen - 'fine Christian gentlemen, excellent pr eachdid c r owds, and enjoyed the Christian fel- er and is loved by this church.
lowsh ip of all that came ou r way.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
A . R. Holton writes: Former students of
Thorp Spring, Texas, will be glad to hear
former president R. C. Bell for homecoming
on Sunday, July 26.
J. l\1. Gainer, 231 Raleigh Avenue, Knoxville, T ennessee, June 10:
Two professed
primary obedience a nd one was restor ed
at Broadway church, Sunday, June 7.
James l\1. Benson, Box 373, Lepanto, Arkansas, Jun e 9 : Fiv e h ave been baptized here
in the last two weeks, including my daugh ter, Barbara Ann. There was also one re1
stored.

George Tipps, 211 W. Grand, Jackson, Tennes see, June 10: A grandfather and his
granddaughter were b a ptized this week at
Highland. Our plans for a n ew building are
A. G. Hobbs, Jr., 3156 Jane Lan e, Fort
Everett' · Day, Sr., Houston, Mississippi,
moving a long nicely. A record contributien
Worth, T exas, Jun e 9 : During my recent
June 8: L aet month was a record brealdng
was m a de the reto last Lord's day.
•meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee, there
mo.pth for the Houston church. We had the
were el eve n r espo n ses, five baptized and six
B . C. Hogan, Bogart, Georgia, Jun e 12: largest attendance, the la rgest collection, restor ed. From May 24-31, I did the preacha
n
d
the
largest
numb
er
of
visitors
to
the
The work here is moving on nicely. The
ing in a meeting with th e Rosen Heights
meeting here w ill begin the third L ord's regular services in the history of the church. congregation of Ft. Worth; eight responded
One
who
had
been
a
Baptist
for
several
day in July. I am in my f ourteenth year
to the invitation, two for baptism. At the
with the work here.
Last Lord's day I years 'was baptized. A family moved to pres·e nt, I am doing · the ' preaching in a
Houston
f
r
om
Alabama.
The
fathe;
is
a
preached to a full house in Burk esville, Kenmeeting in Dallas with th e Owenwood conmember of th e church. Brother Lindsay Altucky.
gregat ion. My next meeting· will be in Walen begins a meeting with us. Jun e 22.
co, June 22 -July 1 under a tent in the BellA. R. Holton, Nashville, Tennessee, June
Loyd R. Brents, 1. 520 Hickory Street, Tex- mead section. of the city. All within driv10: Th e Vacation Bible School and Encamping d istance are invited to attend. I am
ment at Thorp Spring, T exas, July 20-31 arkana, Arkansas, June 10: T wo were bap- devoting my time to meeting work.
is largely a boarding school, and enro llment tized, one restored, and nin e placed memis limited.
Reservations shoul d be sent at bersh ip at Walnut Street last Lord' s day.
A . Cltester Grimes, 1548 Heights Blvd.,
once to Miss J ewell Watson, Thorp Spring, Our vacation Bible school, the f irst in the
Texarkana area amo n g churches of Christ, Houston, Texas: Our fourth annual VacaTexas.
got under way Monday morning. Enrollment tion Bible Scho~?l closed today wit h an en1
Richard Weaver, Box 372, Smyrna, Ten- to date is 304, with almost that number in rollment of 441 and a n average daily atdaily
attendance.
G.
C.
Brewer
w
ill
be
with
tep.dance
of
321.
Children
from
almost
ev nessee, Jun e 8 : Edward Craddock's m eet ing with us resulted in three baptisms a nd us in a meeting June 14 - 24. When in Tex- ery denomination were enro lled. More than
150 non-member homes were represented .
three restorations.
His messages to th e arkana, worship with us.
Brother C. Ray Wood of Muskogee, Oklachurch strepgthened us. I b egin m eetings
Elmer H. Irby, Hankamer, T exas, June 11: homa, assisted in the singi~g. Our regular
with Sand Hill (colored) Jun e 21 ancl Old
The church h e re is supporting me in a work is going along in a fine way. Four
Jefferson July 5.
meeting at Votaw, Texas. Thi s is a very were baptized and thr ee placed m ember sh ip
Gene R. Fox, 50•7 L aclede, Wicflita, Kan- small group and they need encouragement. with us last Sunday and three baptisms the
sas:
We are looking forward to a good Brother Clarence Metcalf of Monroe City Sunday before. I am to preach in a m ee tin g
meeting with Brother Frank Pack starting has been preaching there about a year and' in Rochester, New York, Jun e 17-28.
June 21. The church is on the march In has don e m uch to strengthen them. Brother
I
Wichita. Southside is to establish a new Allan Sowders of Daisetta is leading the
John H. Banister, 30114 Skillman Avenue,
singi
ng
in
a
very
commendable
way.
He
is
congregation this summer in south WichDallas, Texas, June 12: During the month
ita. So on we go, working for th e cause also conducting a class for the young people, that is creating a lot of interest and of May ten were added here at Sk!'llman
of the Master.
Avenue church. Of this number, three were
is a dding much to the meetirlg.
baptized, two restored, · and five id entified.
Silas Trlt>lett, 812 Clark, Marlin, Texas,
Our Bible School aveFaged 604 for the month
Gordon
L.
Downing,
Floydada,
Texas,
1
June 8: Yesterday was the beginning of
and our con tributlon averaged $2,54 7.19 per
our second year here. The past year saw June 7 : Since our las t report, three people
Sunday. Two were baptiz.ed and one was
an incr ease of 50 percent In attendance and have confessed wrongs, one place d m e mber- r es t ore d Sunday. Our vacation Bible school
contribution. About 40 responded to the in- sh ip, and two young men were baptized.
begins Monday.
J a ck Nadeau will teach
vitation a_nd abou t 20 for baptism. With \V e have just fini s hed a most profitable
th e adult class. I am to assist William F.
new classrooms and our radio program we Bible school, the first schoo l in a number
of years, with an average attendance of Walk er and the National and High church
hope to accomplish much in another year.
105. Th e attendance was fine considering ' in Springfield, Missouri, in a gospel meeting
June 21-30.
A. R. Holton, Nashville, Tenn essee, 'Jun e the fact that four mor e schools wer.e in
10: Former students of Thorp Spring, T ex - progress in Floydada a t that time. Th e work
Herb Swinney, Box 7, Coleman, T exas,
as, will be glad tp hear R. C. Bell at tne continues to be most encouraging and enreunton, July 26. Group Camping at Thorp joyable because the members have a mind Jun e 1()1: Seven h ave r esponded to the inSpring, T exas, Encampm ent, July 20 - 31, i s to work.
vitation in the las t two weeks. One of the
young l ad ies baptized r ep resented the Methlimited. For informat ion and r eservations,
Jesse l\1. Kelley, Box 1381, Port Arthur, odist church's only pianist. Her response
write Miss J ewell Watson, Thorp Spring,
Texas.
T exas : At the invita tion of the elders of was the result of one year of personal work.
t h e DeQueen Boulevard church in Port Ar- The Co l eman church has purchased a bus
J. D. Pinkerton, 7306 Marcell Street, Aus- thur, we accepted th e work and began on to bring to services thos e who do not have
tin, Texas', Jun e 10: The church that meets Jun e 1. Apparently it i s an excelle nt work a way. It is even used in la dies Bible class.
at 81 San Marcos Street of this city is mov- with great possibilities. The brethren seem Ninety-seven were pr esent in this class last
ing on in its work in a very s ub stantial willing and anxious to get started with a week. We are n ow on the air (KSTA) six
manner. Since my las t report through this greater program of work than the church days a week. Dan Fogarty starts our meetpaper fourte en have responded to the gosPel has ever had. We are thankful for this and ing today. We have fif.teen hundred chairs
invitation. One of this number was bap- are looking forward to a busy and profitable on h an d for this open-air meeting and extized, five mad e confessions of wrongs, and stay. In many ways we regretted to leave pect to u se all of them. ·
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A. H. Drynnt, 1445 Nogales, Del Paso
Heights, California, June 8: Yesterday was
nother good day with the church here.
A middle-aged couple--man .and wife-were
)aptized, and three adults confessed wrongs
and neglig.ence and were restored to th e fellowship of the church. Members r e joiced
greatly. The worlt on our proposed new au-·
ditorium is getting off to a ,good start and
ll are happy In the WGrk. The work h ere
has been hindered greatly -because of a lack
of room, both in auditor ium and class work.
This shou ld all be out of th e way within
the next few months. We are considerably,
inspired.
F. ~. Lemley, Box 42, Trinidad, Colo rado,
June 6: Last Sunday was a great day for
th e church in •.rrinidad. We moved Into our
new building and we believe into g r eater
and better opportunities to do good for the
Lord. For the past ten years we have
met in a home which is not very conducive
to church work and church growth. Our
building is b·eing b uilt w ith donated labor,
the preacher supervising and h e lping work.
Very little outside help has been· received.
Financing the project h as been extremely
difficult for our small congregat ion.
We
plan to hav e a formal opening the first
Sunday in August and take advantage of
the publicity to b enefit the meeting that
will be in progress at that time. Brother
Paul Southern of Abilene will be here at
that time in a m ee ting and vacation Bible· school.
James L. Crowder, 2602 West Craig Place,

San Antonio, Texas: On Siunday, June 21,
If the Lord i s willing·, I shall malte my one
hundredth trip to Tilden, T exas, to do the
preaching for the church th er e. Tilden is
located in McMullen County, 75 mil es south
of San Antonio. As a trip r ep r esen ts 150
miles, thi s is a total of 15,000 miles since
November 1949 when I b eg a n the work for
the Tilden congregation. During this tim e
I also made ninet een trips to Band era and
five to Hond o, T exas, to assist the church
in each of these cities-an add iti onal 2,000
miles. The Grove Avenu e Church of Christ
in San Antonio h as been sponsoring th e
· work in Tilden since November 1949 when
Brethroen· L ouis Pursch an d L . T. Shannon ,
l ead ers of th e church in Tild en came to San
Antonio and r equested . the Grove Avenue
Church elders to furnish brethren to do the
preaching for them.
For a number of
months, Brother Harry Melton, an e lder of
the Grove Avenue Church, and I did the
preaching for th e Tilden congregation-
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ea ch making a trip every other Sunday. In
:he summer of 1952 Brother Melton wa>·
call ed to do the preaching r egu larly for th •
ffo ndo, Texas, .Church of Ghrist and h e I<
;till filling this noble assignment. Vari om
members of th e Grove Avenue Church, es pecially many of our soldier beys on duty
in San Antonio have assisted in the Tild en
wo rk, but I have steadily maintained m y
avery other Sunday appointment during th•
past three years, and lately have been go·
ing every Sunday.
Immediately after th <;
services on June 21, the members of th e
church w ill have a picnic in appreciation
fo r the work which has been accomplished
in Tild en. Many memb ers from the Grov e
Avenue Church are planning to visit the
Tilden congregation on this date.
J. E. Jordan, Dallas, Texas, June 8:

On
the night of April 15, 1953, Brother Solon
Bailey, accompanied by his wife and motherin-law, Mrs. G. W. Gooch, denounc ed their
former position as Anti-Bible class advo ca tes. Brother Bail ey a nd family left the
ranks of the "Anti" Group and place d their
m embers hip with us here at the L e tot con gregation in ·Dallas.
Broth er Bailey has,
in past years, don e local work at th e· fol l ow ing places: Mexia, Ft. Worth (N. W.
27th St.) Abilene (Locust) Robstown (5th
St) a nd at F a rm er's Branch. H e has con ducted meetings in Texas , Mississippi, N ew
Mexico and Iowa. Brother Bailey wis hes it
t o be universally known that after two and
one-half years of careful study, h e is thoroughly convinced that the teaching of the
Bible in classes is both scriptural and de s irab l e. May we, at Letot add th a t we believe Brother Bailey to be a sound gospel
preacher with ability an d good judgme nt.
W e highly r eco mmend him to any congre gation desiring a man for either loca l work
or meetings.
Brother Bailey can be con t ac t e d through Letot . Church of Christ,
10524 Hines Blvd., Dallas, or through Peak
and East Side church of Christ, Dallas.
Vaughn D. Shofner, 1524-24th Place, Lubbock, Texas, June 9: P lans to re lieve the
c rowded condition of the Southside church
b egan as early as October 1, 1950, · while I
was still preaching there, when two services were started on Sunday morning, and
r eached completenes s in the new work
which started in Vand e lia Village March 8,
1953. Of the 450 m embers of th e Southside
church, 60 favorably responded to the
"swarm" that day. With the h elp of the
other churches in the city, 135 people s ign ed membership cards at th a t initi al service.
Some "John Marks" have gone b ac k "home"
but some "Silases" have united with us, and
the m e mb er s hip now numbers 208, 7 of
them having been baptized and 3 restored.
Brother Thos. McDonald preached in the
first m eet ing, May 3'1-June 7. Four were
baptized and one restored in this meeting.
The vacati.on Bible school conducted dul·ing
th e meeting averaged 240 students per day,
with an enrollment of 300 and a peak attendance of 261.
'.rhe New Testament
churches in Lubbock often have 3,000 people
in Sunday m orn ing Bible study now, a number never r each ed before th e b eg inning of
this new work.
No great&r proof of the
value of God's way, "swarming", is n eede d.

R.. L. Colley, Box 207, West Memphis, Ark ansas , June 12:
Brother H. I . T ay lor, of
the North Austin church, Austin, T exas,
conducted a ten days meeting for us h ere;
I b e li-eve will do us much good.
Brother
Taylor is a fine gospel preacher, the ch urch
was strengthened and enco uraged to do better things.
One was baptized. I will be
at West, T exas, In a meeting June .19-28.
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Bill Hearn. Box 9&4, Sioux City, Iowa,
Tune 10: The flash flood that struck Sioux
City, Monday, June 8·, has resulted in at
least l1 deaths, 30 · million dollars in prop 3rty loss and untold suffe ring for over 3,000
people. One church family had over five
fee t of water In their home. Sister Pet'ry re ports h er husband's t el ev ision and radio
testing and repair equipment was in the
water. A d eale r es timates this alone as a
$2,50 0 loss. The church here, though small
in number has respond ed with .food, cloth ing
and $55 in spec ial contributions to help. We
. w ill be g lad to use any mon ey or clothin g
sent to help these people in the b est way
possible. We have already set up r elief
quarters in our church building.

James D. Groves, 8234 Normile, Detroit 4,
Mi-chigan, June 11:
In January, 1949, we
en tered our new auditorium and this was
outgrown more than a year ag(_). In October of last year we started an additional
service at 8:30 a.m. Last Lord's day, W. A .
Bradfierd of Freed-Hardeman College spoke
forcefu lly at 8:30; I , spoke at 11; Willi a m
a t Luckett at 7:30 p.m.
Three were imm e rsed a t 11 and one at 7: 30. I have con c luded sixteen years in th e North; over
seven years in Toledo and ei~ht yea_rs and
eight months at Vinewood.
You will be
welcomed war mly here at Vinewood should
you h ave occasion to be In Detroit. Th ere
are now some 54 congregations in our m et r opo litan area, a considerab l e territory.
FROM SEA,RCY, ARKANSAS

Harding College co nf erred degrees on 126
students at Commencement exe rcis es here
June 4. At this 29th annual Commencement
ten gradua t e students received the first
Master of Arts d egres in Bible and relig ion
to be granted by Harding College.
During the past year about 40 students
were enroll ed in the gradu ate department.
T en other students are s cheduled to receive
their degrees in August. This department
was opened in June '1 952.
The 1952 - 53 school year also saw the opening of the School of American Studies. This
department Is designed to train young m en
and women for l eadership 1 caree rs in business, public life, and education. Much progress" has been made thi s year in assembl\ng
a competent staff, in planning and constructing a modern, air - condition e d building, and
in expanding the library and other facilities.
Among the hi ghlights of the year were
•the L ectutes hip in November, the concert
and enter tainment series, student produ ctions including fo ur plays a-nd an opera,
and nationally known lectur ers speaking
on cu rrrent problems.
The new auditorium and administration
buildin g were put to excellent use.
The
auditor ium, seating about 1,3501, was filled
to capacity durinj;l" the L ectur esh ip. Students
met h ere for chapel every school day.
An even greater year is anticipated for
1953 - 54. N ew faculty m emb ers will include
Jam es L. Atteberry, English; J ack Ward
Bates, history; Bonnie Belle Beach, elementary education; Russell Carroll Cannon, Bi ble and religion; Nona Han es Cannon, home
ecoom ics ; Kenneth D avis, music; Leonard ·
Lewis, education; Jacck Lewis, Bible; Wanda Luttrell, speech; and Richard Walker,
speech.
Th e Harding Academy also had an out Twenty-seven students restan ding year.
ceived diplomas at their Commencement pro'gram June 3.
N ew teach ers in the Academy next year
will include Harvey Arnold, Cecil Beck, Lucretia Farrar, Alpha Lee Turman, Polly Williams, Ponder Wright.
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Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, Jun e 10:
Brother P. D. Wilmeth begins our gospel
meeting June 15. We expect great results.
Interest is · g0od and the membership ·has
been helpful in pub,licising ·the meeting and
all the worlc Bible school attendance averaged 251 in May. The Wednesday night
attendance ave;rage 226, Lord's day worship
attendanc e averaged around . 40.0, at night
near 30() and the regular offerings a little
a bov e $5010 each week. Many visitors are
at this resort town and we welcome them
a ll to the services.

FIRM

A. R. Holton. Nashville, T ennessee: R .i ch
Garrett, President of the Ex-student's Assoc iation of Thorp Spring Christian College
announces that the reunion speaker for the
ex-stud ent's r eun ion at Thorp Spring, T ex as, on Sunday, J'uly 26-, will be R. C. Bell.
Brother Bell 'was the second president of
Thorp S'pring Christian College.
This reunion of students at Thorp Spring, including students from 1873 to the present time,
will be a f eature of the encampment to be
held at Thorp Spring July 20•-31.
,q'<'l""l -~ .,. -

Devine, Texas, June 9 :
I began working with th b church here
March 20, 1953.
I am a medical officer
stationed at Lackland AFB, but I am worl<ing on a part time basis with the group
·of christians that meet at Devine.
The
church is young in Devine, b e ing Jess than
ten months since they began to meet. They
began with thirty-five members and now
have fifty.
S~nce I have been working
there, the attendanc e and zeal h ave been
excelle nt.
Even the midweek Bib l e study
attendance is between fifty a nd sixty and
our Sunday night attendance i s ar ound
e ighty. June 8-19 the Vacttion Bible School
is in progress. There were well over 100
at the first sess ion. Beginning Jun e 21 and
running through June 30, Brother H. ' R. Little from LaPorte will be with · us in a ser i es
of meetings. It will be the seco nd me.eting
this year for the qhurch, In March Brother
H. 0. Roney from Green's Bayou, Texas,
held a ten day meeting here with gratifying
results.
Curtis

OliYer c. Cmuliugham, ·406 Ch estnut St.,
Cookeville, Tennessee, Jun e 6: In this, the
first Vacation Bible S'chool ever held at Willow Street Church of Christ, and the larg est ever held in Cookeville by any r eligious
group, 409 were enrolled and were presented
with certif icates on Friday evening, June
5th. For this final program of the school
over 600 children, parents and friends were
pres en t in the auditorium of the Willow
Street church. The Bible School was marked
by more students having perfect attendan ce
than in any school the writer ha.s conducted·
in the last ten years. The highest attendance on any one day was Friday with 327,
but 324 were present on 'l;'hursday, 323 on
Wednesday, 315 on Tuesday and 289 on
Mond ay. Th e cooper ation of all the churches of this area was wonderful. Sycamore
sent a bus load every day. I will conduct
a similar schoo l at the Green Hills church
of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, beginning
June 15.

Glenn R. Sheumaker, Sr., Box 143, Holly wood, Florida: May 25-28 Brother W. Ray
Duncan, from the S'outhwest church in Miami, met Mr .· D. L. Welch of the United
Pentecostal Church (Jesus Only) from Pen sacola, Florida, in a religious discussion.
Miracles and the Godhead were discussed.
The debate was held in the Seventh Avenue
church building. Large crowds were present and good order prevailed. Many preachers and visitors attended from distant cities.
Brother Duncan read from the cr eed of the
United Pentecostal church every ni ght an d
pressed Mr. Welch . to defend his creed. It
was evident that Mr. Welch was deeply dis turbed when Brother . Duncan continued to
press him concerning his creed. For more
information about the debate, or, if you
would like to order a creed book, write to
Duncan-W e lch Debate, Box 41, Mi?-mi, Florida. We believe that such discussions will
do- much good. The writer moderat ed for
Broth e r Duncan and Mrs. George Dup!issey
moderated for Mr. Welch.
W. Curtis Porter, P . 0. Box 195, Monet-

te, Arkansas, June 6: I am scheduled to
meet A .. J . Wall, Missionary Baptist, in a
four-night debate at Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, beginning June 29. On August 4th
I am to meet D. L. Welch, United Pente costal church, in a four - night debate a t
Mobile, Alabama. I also have propositions
signed for a debate with T . A. Drinkard,
Premillennialist, at Morrilton, Arkansas. And
I have also signed propositions with Julian
0. Bunt, of the Christian church, for a debate in Lexington, Kentucky.
These have
no definite dates as yet. Propositions have
been signed also for a d ebate with. Mack
D. Abbott, United Pentecostal churqh, for
Farwell, Texas, or T exico , New Mexico.
Bu~ we have been unable yet to get a date
from them. Efforts are be ing made by his
brethren to get Billy Sunday Myers to me et
me in debate at West Frankfort, Illinois.
So far he has not come through. Other debates are in prospect if my health permits.
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F. P . Sltet>ltertl, 1732 Keeaumoku Street,
Honolulu, T. H., Hawaii: Service personnel ·
an d tourists coming to Hawaii are urged to
contact us- upon arrival. The meeting house
can be reached by the Punahou - University
bus downtown and getting off · corner of
\Vilder and Keeaumoku . Walk one a nd onehalf blocks down Mauka. Our hours of wor ship are the same as on the mainland. We
can be reached at one of three phone:
67952, 999099, 468102. Parents of servicemen
please write us their names and ad dresses
and we will do our best to locate them .
Urge them to contact us since it is easier
for them than 'for us. We have little facilities for finding men in the barracks, since
they are in and out so much in their di1ties.
We are still planning to begin replacement
of this building within a few months. Our
new structu re will be erected in units as
money permits. 'So much coming and going
makes a work lik e this difficult to maintain at par. At pre sent there is more going than coming on account of reduction in
t h e armed forces .

Brother Raymond Kelcy, who preceded me
here, l eft the work in a very good spiritual
condition, and I appreciate him more each
day for his work's sake. I am to do th
preaching in the following meetings this
year: Knott, Texas, in August, and Norwich, Kansas, and West Berry in Ft. Worth
in October.
Joltn O•Dinvd,
1215 Cullen Boulevard,
Houston 3, T exas, June 12:
I have just
closed a meeting with Brother Wilson Coon.
We pray it honored God and exposed the
devil. Brother Coon is- a dependable so ldier
of the Lord. I will meet Cecil Abercrombie
in th e ir l1ouse in Birmingham, Alabama,
June 23-26, 1953, in debate. We are daily
broadcasting over KRCT, 6501 kc, Baytown,
each morning at 8:30 a .m. Tun e in and let
us hear from you.
Dick Powell, 212 Taylor St., Gainesville,
Texas, June 11: Upon the conclusion of an
enjoyab} e ministry in Glen Rose, T exas, I
moved here to Gaine.sville to accept work
w ith the Broadway congregation. My successor at Glen Rose has not been named
at this writing. Brother Ernest Witt of
Freeport, Texas, has just concluded a fine
meeting here at Bt:oadway. Although no
one responded to the invitation, the elders
feel that mu ch good . seed h as been sown.
Brother Witt is· a capable evangelist, and
a ny congregation would be edified by havin g him for a gospel meeting. My work and
association with him during · t11is mee.ting
was enjoyed immensely. The work here is
off to a good start, a nd we feel that in time
much good can be accomplished within this
community of some 13,000 souls. To substantiate th is belief we receive a lot of 7
mail in regard to our radio program which
can be heard over station KGAF, 1580 on
your dial, ev e ry Sunday morning from
8:30 to 8:45. To make the worl;: even more
pleasant than was anticipa t ed, I am happy
to announce that Brother Earnest McCoy
has just accepted work with the Commerce
Street church. I shall look for-.yard to and
co unt it a joy ,to work with him. When in
Gainesville, everyone is cordially invited to
attend serv ic es at the Broadway church
located at Broadway and Taylor Streets. I
would like for all of my correspondents to
please notice my new address.

Individual seats

.

Lloyd Connel, 1244 S. Evanston street,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, June 9: Since the first
of the year at T enth anq Rockford we have
had seventy r espo ns es to the gospel invitation. Of this number, 32 have been baptisms and 38 restorat ions a nd memberships.
Brother Reuel Lemmons of Cleburne, Texas,
did the preaching in our spring meeting.
The members h ere tell me this was the
'best attended and most int eresting meeting
th ey have had. Brother Lemmons did his
wo rk well in presenting the truth in such
a way . that it could be understood. Th ere
were thirteen baptisms a nd eleven restorations a nd memberships during the meeting.
Brother Paul Epps did a fine job in directing the so ng service. It was a joy and privilege to work with th ese two men in the
work of the Lord. Interest continues to
grow in the work here with visitors at
every service. W e are looking forward to
a profitable and enjoyable work with this
good church. The elders are respected by
the church and are doing th e ir wo.rk well.
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w. E . (Bud) Irvine, Evangelist: Th e
P ru ett and Lobit Streets co n gregation of
Baytown, Tex as, formerly kn.o wn as Murrill
~n d
Ashbell Streets, moved into its n ew
m ildin g April 12, 19 53 . Th e br ethre n had
bee n me et ing at the o ld address foP over
26 years and it was with great thanksgiving
a nd rejo ic in g th ey moved into new facilities.
Th e work of this congregation h ad
been h andicapped a great d eal b ecau se of
•the c r owded conditions.
Now th ere i s a
bright future of work and service for the
Lord and it is our prayer t'he brethr e n may
take hold of t h e new opportunities now before them as t h ey hav e in t h e-past. The
building was constructed at a cost of a l most
$150,00() in clud in g furniture. It has a seat Ing capacity on the ground floor of 688
with facilities in balcony to seat a n other
100. , Th e re are 20 class rooms, two offices,
nurs ery a n d utility rooms. Th e building is
a l so eq uipped with a refrigerated a ir conditioning unit, which is almost essential i n
this part of the co un t ry. Since m oving into

our new quarters Sunday morning Bible
scho ol attendance h as averaged over 335
per Sunday and contribution arou nd $650.
However, the contribution has ave r age d
near th'e $600 mark fo r the past e ig·hte e n
month s. For morning preaching and wor shfp service we are aver aging between 500
and 600 in attendance. This congregation
is the oldest in this part of th e country,
having ' its beginn in g about 28 years ago
w i th the help of Brother W. R. Smith of
Abilene, who was then superintendent of
schools in this di str ict. After meeting in
the city h a ll and other p ub lic buildi n gs for
about thr ee years they bou g ht th e Murrill
and Ashbel Str ~ets property. About e ight
year s ago they bought the Pruett and L ob it
Streets property, and erected a nice preach er's hom e there about three years ago . The
church build in g a nd p reacher's home a r e
located sid e by side. Three congr egation s
were es tablish ed with th e assistiwce of
br ethr e n lrom P ruett and Lobit which .are
260·0 Vi rgin ia Street, Baytown ; Sout h Main
and Cleveland, Baytown ; and t.he Highlands
church, about ten miles from Baytown. MinN"OTICE TO THE BRO'l'HERHOOD
Isters serving this congregat ion were: W .
Brother Thomas Ford Shropshire and his R . Smith, Thomas Rose, L eonard Bankhead,
family moved to Post, Texas, after spend- Bela Watson, Osby Weaver and W. EJ. Irvine
ing about eighteen months working with is the present preacher, havin g wor l<ed h ere
the church here. Brother Shropshire preach - almos t four years. B r ethren Landis Ford,
es the truth and lives what he preaches.- Gordon Phillips and Roy H. Rowland serve
Signed: Elders, Church of Christ, McLean, as elders. In add iti on to the r egular locaf
church program, this congregation partici Texas .
pates in a local daily r adio p rog r am over
stat ion KREL, Baytown, Sunday through
EVENING VACA'l'ION BIBLE SCHOOL
Friday, 9 a .m . Broth e r Buta of Messina,
Sicily, i s being supported full t ime by th is
J. T. !Uarlin
congregat ion.
In the ft;ture the brethren
For years I have been thinking a bout the hope to have another man in the f iel d
poss i bilities in co nduct~ng vacation Bible preaching. Th e elders have outlined a ·very
schools i n the even ing instead of the r egu- ambitious program for th e ne:let few years,
la r morning and afternoon sessions. So far and congregational enthu s ia sm is at its
as we know, this had n ever been tried in high est.
the church until this week. During the first
fo ur days h ere at Fo u rt h a nd Elm, we have
L. D. "\Vebb, 623 Northeast Hassalo, Porten r o lled 320. Natura lly there a r e some disland 12, Oregon: Th e tenth congregation
advantages, but the many added advan tages
. within ten years w as started in the Port fa r o utwe ig h th e!~. Our p r ed ict io n is that
land area Sunday, Jun e 7th. The n ew l oca the next few year s will ·find many ch urches
tion of this congregation is in the aud i tothroughout the brotherhood co nducting their
rium of the Columbia Bib l e School Building
vacation B ibl e schools in th e e v en ing. This
at 90th and NE Glisan Streets. The memaffords a wonderful opportunity foT Chrisbership is composed of 90 m embers sent out
tian fa milies to stu dy together.
by the Central Ch urch of C hri st. The first
,
d ay's attendance was 113 in Bibl e Sc h oo l
COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE and 169 for worship serv ic es. Bob Guild of
We keep on hand r egularly a s upply of Springfield, Oregon, l ed the song service
fr es h, pure, unl eaven ed bread fo r communion a nd I preached for the co n g regation the
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small pack • first Sunday. A basket lun ch was spread
age and three of the packages to the large at noon and a fellowship sing ing was con carton-all carefu lly sealed so it will keep ducted in the afternoon at 2:30. Brief, inind ef ini tely. Every congregation should have spiration al talks we r e mad e by visitin g el on hand a good supply at a ll times. Price: ders and preachers on the growth of the
Ch Jlrch in the Por tland Area. Th e congreL arge cartons, each, $2.,35, p ostpaid .
gation star t ed off in a fine way the first
FIRM FOUNDA'l'ION PUBLISHING HOUSE day with two baptisms and e ighty - seven
Box 77, Austht 61, Texas
placing membership.
'l'he c hurch is being
started in a n ew district and a real c h a ll enge affords this congrega t ion with gTQat
opportunities for the future. This congr e gation is in full fellowship w ith other congr e gations of th•e church of Christ in thi s
area and is expected to be s e lf - supporting
from
from its beginning.
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Jess Hall, P . 0 . Box 401, Paducah, Ke 1 tucky, June 11 : ]'he last two Sun~ays of
July I will be at Blanco, Texas, for a m e etin g with Brother Raymond DeSpain and the
good churc h there. My son , Je.ss Hall, Jr.,
wi ll direct the sing in g for the Blanco meetin g .
I will begin at Brownwood, T exas,
w ith the Early High co ngr ega tion on Monday night, July 27, and co ntinu e for ten
d ays.
Monday, June 15, my family ·and I
will go to Unity, Ma in e, fo r some work
with Broth e r Shirley Morgan and the church

there. We are looking forwar d to this work
in Main e. During the past s ix weeks three
have been baptized and twelve have ide ntifled themselves with us here at Broad way.
After thre e years of pleasant work with
the brethren here at Broadway w e will
move to Fort Worth August 17 w h ere we
will be associated with the Birdville con gregation . I was in a good m eet ing with
the Bird ville congregati on in April this
year.
Five were baptized and three restored.
Foy Hall of Fort Worth l ed the
si!Jging.
Robert Gordon Clement, 701 North F o urth
Street, Marlow, Oklahoma, June 8:
T'his
new work continu es pleasant a nd productive . One was restor ed yesterday morning
making a total of three baptisms and six
restorations in the past th irty days. Our
vacation B ib le ' schoo l closed Friday night
w i th a se r v ice in th e auditorium where the
students gave a d e mon s tration of t h e things
th ey l eai·n ed during t h e week, the t each e r s
d emonstrating the various methods they
used in their teach in g. Monday we h ad 142;
Tuesday, 143; Wednesday, 140; Thursday,
132; Friday, 139; an averag e of 139.2. The
bishops of the congregation, J. W. Eatmon,
R. W. Fow ler, and ;Jack Matthews are to be
commended for their unselfish service. Un der their oversight the congregation is pro gressing steadily. We are locat ed on High way 81, the main hi ghway from Fort Worth
to Enid or Oklahoma City. Wors)1 ip with
us when in thi s vicinity .
.Jolm Patrick Fog·nrty, 1028 E. L ocust St.,
Davenport, Iowa, Jun e 11: Fo ur more were
baptized th is week in the Mississipp i River.
vVithin the next · few months we hop e to
have our new building finished and a mor e
conven ient place to baptize .• We have been
at work on our building for three months
using on ly vol unteer laJ>or from our m e m bers. We soon w ill exhaust our funds on
hand and beg in to sell $25, 000.00 in bonds.
Th ese bonds are secured by a first mortgage on the b uildin g a nd will pay five per
cent.
'1"\vo well - known business m en of
Nashvi ll e, Brother J. C. Shacklett a nd Nile
Yearwood, wit h Brother H . Clyd e Hale, th e
preacher for the West End congregation
serve as our trustees of this issu e. Further information will be g la dly furnished
relative to this wor l, .
Ke nn etlL J. A rrington, Wichita Falls, T e xas, Jun e 11: We h ave closed our f.irst Vacation Bible School at 23rd and Grace
Streets with except ionally good r esult s .
Our da il y attendance was far above what
we h ad expected and inte r-es t ran high
·throughout the e ntir e school.
Many. con tacts were made w ith those who are , not
members of the church and we look forward
to results yet to come. We are to have a
five night singin g sc h oo l and so ng drill be ginning June 22 thro~1gh 26 preparatory to
our gospel meeting, July 5- 15, with Brother
Claude Guild doing the preaching. Broth er
Guild was with us in November, 1951, and
w e are lool<ing forward to his return this
y ear.

Wh en in \Vichita Falls, visit '\vith us.

.James F . Fowler, 403 Church St. , College
Station, Texas, June J 3 : I am in a very
fine m e et ing at Belton, Texas. , The house
is filled each nig-ht for p r each in g services
and 165 are attend in g the Vacat ion B ibl e
Sc h ool each morning. Four have bPen baptized thus far. Brothe r ·T. J. Ruble is the
local preacher and is contribut.in g great ly
to the steady g r owth of th e Belton c hur ch.
Their n ew aud itorium is b ei ng well fi ll ed
already and th ey are in the process of bui ld i n g a classroom wing to care for tl:~eir
growing Bible school.
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ABOUT 500 ALUMNI and friends of
Harding College visited on the campus
June 3 and 4. rt was
truly inspiring t o
have these former
students return for a
visit to their Alma
Mater. They aU had
words of appreciation
!or Harding College
similar to the follow-
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"Hardil'lg helped me' to realize that
man's greatest and gravest res.ponsibility lies in seeking t he salvation of
the souls of all mankind."

1

I

I
I

I
1
1
I
Ii

1

II
I

1

'
l

"I have found that the training I received at Harding College equipped me
to meet the competition of other college and university graduates in the
business world. Not only did Harding
give the necessary academic background, b~t also a spiritual foundation
that most schools do not offer."

Harding College is anxious to serve Christian yoUng men and women. Why not
investigate what Harding has for youl
Write F. W. MATTOX ·
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

HARDING COLLEGE·
SEARCY, ARKANSAS
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in San Juan, (a city about the size of
Dallas) interviewed us and carried 'pictures
and a story about the church that papers
in .this country would not dare carry. The
reporter was taken away with the idea of
r es toring New Testament Christianity. Vl e
spent much of our time teaching Brother
Rodriguez who was hungry for the truth.
He began immediately after his baptis m to
teach his friends and n eighbors. Broth er
Atkinson writes that he is now r eady to do
some public preaching. There •is absolutely
no prejudic e against the church; I preached
tw ice in a Christian Alliance Church and
>the people were amazed that anyone would
use so much scripture. Right in front of
their preacher some of them said, "Let's get
him to preach for us all of the time." Th e
preacher did the interpre ting for roe and
he put as much or more feeling into it
'than I did. Out of that four p eo ple fol lowed me and wanted to. study further. I
do beli eve that the entire denomination
could be converted.
Puerto Rico is 85% Catholic, but few of
them are devout. You can not get an arg'ument out of a Catholic there for they a~;,e
almost . persuaded of the corruption of the
Catholic Church. For the first time Puerto
Rico has a governor who is not a Catholic.
The editor of -the San Juan paper, "El
Mundo" is protestant. It Is not difficult at
aH to get someone to study the Bible with
you. They come asking for teaching.

Joe l'tlciGssick
The first Puerto Rican, Gregor.io Rodriguez, was baptized into Christ in the La
Platte River outside of San Juan on April
30•. His baptis m came as a result of much
study of the Bible and a concentrated study
through the correspondence course offered
by the Dalhart Church of Christ.
Clark
Hanna, a Pan-Ame rican pilot, from New
Yorlr, first saw the great need of the two
and a half, million people located on th e
tiny island.
About forty-five enrolled in
the course as a result of the advert is e m ents
placed in two Puerto Rican papers by him.
The Saner Aven.ue church in Dallas and
church at Dalhart sent Brother John Youn g
and me to begin the work. :Brother Winston Atkinson and Cecil Freeman, with their
families, are now worlring full time on th e
island, concentrating most of their efforts
in San Juan.
Brother Atkinson is being
supported by Saner Avenue in Dallas, but
as yet Brother Freeman has no suppoct.
Anyone interested In helping the Freemans
Is urged to write the e ld ers at 325 West
Saner Avenue in Dallas, or Cecil Freeman,
Box 10239, Santurce, Puerto R!'co.
About eight members have been found at
Ramey Air Field in Aguadilla, and there
are five meeting with the church in San
Juan, beside11 th11 preachers and their fam!l!es.
Brother Rodriguez Is an earnest student
·~lembers Located
of the IUble and is ready to preach wher.&.bout ten memb ers of the church have
ever and whenever he can. He has been
been located in Puerto Rico who are there
ill lately because he has studied and lain the service or in Civil SerTice. We have
bored so h ard for the church. He has an
reason to believe that there are more and
amazing knowledge and love for the truth.
need help in locating them.
If anyone
He is 38 years of age and has a wife and
knows of any member of the church there,
two small children. If you care to write
please send their name~ and addresses to
him or help him at any 'time, his address
Winston Atkinson, Box 10239, Sa.nturce,
is Box 2965, San Juan, P. R . Puerto Rico
Puerto Rico.
is a wonderful country with a great future
The Saner Avenue church of Dallas is
f•r the church of th e Lord. The laborers
supporting the work there.
The Trinity
need your prayers.
Heights congregation, and Preston Road
Box 1208, E>alhart, Texas.
congregation assisted in sending Brother
Young to start the work.
The. Dalhart
THERE IS A RESTORATION IN
church sent Brother McKissick to aid in
PUERTO !R:.:;O
starting this work.
The Welch Street
church in Denton and the church in LewJohn W. Young
isville, Texas, has fellowship in this good
The Lord is bl ess ing the efforts of Chris- work. Brother and Siste r Atkinson are betians in Pu erto Rico in the .restoring of N ew ing fully supported by Sane r Avenue, but
Testament Christianity.
Brother Joe Mc- Brother and Sister Freeman have gon e at
Kissick and I have just returned from bap- their own expense out of nothing but a
tizing the 1 first n ative Puerto Rican and love for the preaching of the gospel to lost
locating five members of 1 the church and SO\}lS.
1
putting them to worshipping in the New
The immediate n ee d of this infa nt church
Testament manner. I remained until Broth- which is growing so rapidly is (1) A builder and Sister Winston Atldnson a rrived to ing. It is a lmost impossible to rent anytake up th e work r egul ar ly. When Brother th ing suitable for a place of worship. -Th e
McKissick ana I arrived the two n ewspapers cost of a lot would be about $3 ,500 and a
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mod est 15 x 30 building could be built for
about $4,000 which would serve temporarily.
(!) Support for Brother and Sister Freeman who have answered the Macedonian
call having faith that the brethren will not
allow them to go uncar ed for .
Any contribution may be mailed directly
'to the Church of Christ, Box 10239, Santurce, Puerto Rico, or sent to the Saner
Avenue Church of Christ, 325 w. Saner
Avenu!l, marked for Puerto Rico.
Th e elders at Saner Avenue are leaving
me free to speak on Wednesday nights in
th e inter es t of the Puerto Rican work. If
a nyone desires my se r yices for a Wednesday,
write to the Elders, Saner Avenue Church
of Christ, Dallas, Texas.
Let us answer this Macedonian 'call.
FROM FORT COLLINS, COLORADO

ll. P. Smith
On June 1st we will have been with the
church here' in Fort Collins for one year.
The Lord has blessed this church in many
ways -and we have grown in every respe~t,
for which we give him the honor and glory.
During the past year there have been
23 responses to the gospel invitation: nine
baptized, eight restored, and six memberships with the local cqngregapon.
During this year we have also purchased
a choice corner where we plan to build a
new building in the not too distant future.
This location is just three blocks from the
Colorado A&M campus, one block east of
the Uovela'nd highway and one block south
of the Denver cut-off. On this property is
a seven-room house that is serving very efficiently as a home for the preacher.
During the past school year we have been
blessed with some 14 voery !ine young Christians who are students at Colorado A&M.
This is one of the many reasons why It is
so vital that the church grow and prosper
in this fine city. We pray that by nex,t f.all
we will be in much better condition to
serve these young people as we should.
We have just completed a gospel meetin g with James W. Reynolds, of Pueblo,
Colorado, doing the preaching, and are
planning now for another meeting to begin
July 8th with Max T. Nee! of Waco, Texas,
doing the preaching.

Fort Collins is sixty -five miles due north
of D env er, and is the gateway to. the Poudre
Canyon and Cameron Pass. If you come our
way this summer, visit and worship with
us. We so licit the prayers of all the brethr e n in behalf of this work.

----0•---PREACHER NEEDED

We are seeking to locate a preacher in
his fort ies o r . young er who will liv e in th,i s
small community and work with the congregation of some 6~ members. We have
ju s t co mpl et ed a modern home for his use.
Co ntac t: Floyd Bloodworth, Jacksboro, Texas, or Bruc e Baker, Loving, T exas, or Frank
Brown, Loving, T exas ..-Signed: Elders, Loving, Texas.

----0---PREACHER WANTED
earl Muller

The church of Christ at Texhoma, Oklahoma, is in need of a regular preacher. We
have a fair church building and a good
preacher's home all clear of debt.
Anyone
desiring
further
information,
please give references, age, number in family, length of preaching experience, education, etc.
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CONG-RATULATIONS HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Now, on to Pe]>perdine College and the next important
phase of your education. Here is some inforrnaJtion
about the College which you will find interesting.
\

It is a small, friendly college where students
lmow each other and where the faculty takes a
special interest in each student.

Pepperdine is a relatively new.. College where you
wi11 have a chance to help build ideals .and traditions .

•

It is a progressive, forward-looking college that
, promotes.a wide variety of activities and -encourages special achievement in an endeavors.

Scene from the recent sixteenth annual com-

mencement held at Pepperdine. Here President Tiner (left) presents Mr. R. E. Smith
of Houston, Texas, an ·honorary degree while

Paul G. Hoffman, Chairman of Studebaker
Corporation and former Director of the Ford
Foundation looks on. Mr. Hoffman was guest
speaker.
•

Students enjoy friendly association with class. mates from many parts of the world. China, Japan, K_orea, Philippine Islands, India, Iran, the
Near East, Europe, Africa, Central and South
America and Canada all contribute students to
~epperaine.

It is a democratic place where there is no class or racial discrimination; rather, a cooperative spirit .
prevails.

It is a college where the Christian stu~ent can take part in all the activities because they are in
harmony with the Christian way of life.
It is located in beautiful Southern California, one of the cultural and recreational centers of the
world. Students meet distinguished world citizens, enjoy the finest operas and plays, ski in nearby mountain snows, or relax on a stretch of sandy beach by the Pacific Ocean.

The fall t erm begins September 10. Complete information 'Yill be sent on request.

PEPPERDINE COLLEGE
1121 WES<r 79TH STREET
Los Angeles 44, Oaliforn.ia

H .U GH M. TINER, Pt:esident
E.

v~·

PULLIAS, Dean

..
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W.-.M. DAVIS
Foolishness of Preaching
. Here is a paragraph that men should memorize: "For after
that in t'he wisdom of God the world by wis<lom knew not
}od, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching t9 save
:hem that believe. For ~he Jews require a sign, and the
Greeks seek after wis<iom: but we preach Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
Because the foolishness .oj God is wiser than men; and the
weakness of God is stronger than, men" (1 Cor. 1:21-25).
Men meditate upon the things that are firmly fixed in their
minds. If men are worldly, it is because their minds are filled
with worldliness; if they are godly, it is because their minds
are fiHed with the word of God. Since it is so easy for us
to forget our own weakness and God's strength, we ought to
memorize this passage of scripture, and meditate upon it
every day. Man's ignorance and God's wisdom are emphasi.zed
on nearly every page of the Bible. Even those who profess
to have faith sometimes measure God by themselves. If they
do not know a certain thing, they think God does not know
it. Also they think God cannot do a thing, if men cannot do
it.
Preaching Chl,'ist crucified as a means of salvation was
foolishness to the Greeks . Paul was referring to this when
he said, "It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save th em that believe." Paul, · of course, does not mean to
convey the idea that preach~ng Christ crucified is actually
foolishness. It was only the idea of some men who were inflated with worldly wisdom. They did nat see how the gos»el of Chrii:it could be true if it did not stand the test of
their own wisdom. Men lift up their own standards of truth,
and what is out of harmony with their standards, they regard as being false. The gospel of Christ did not measure
up to the Greek standards, so they said it was foolishness
to preach it.
'If the power of the gospel could be demonstrated by human standards, there would be no room for faith. Men would
be saved upon the condition of knowledge instead of faith.
The Atomic Age
It is the . wisdom of the world that designates the present

time the atomic age. Personally I do not see anything in it
to l>rag about. Up to the present time how mueh good has the
split atom done? It has caused a lot of pain, sorrow, suffering and death; and has· filled the w.orld with fear. But on
the other hand I do not see one good thing that it has done.
I do not doubt that its potential power for good is wonder-

ful. But, like a -great many other scientific contrivances,
men use it in the wrong way .
About the time that W. J. Bryan was debating with Clarence Darrow on the subject of evolution and other things, I
wrote a few articles ·contending that the wrong use of the
sciences would ultim~tely destroy -civilization. Now the scientists themselves say 1!hat there is great danger that civilization will be wiped out by the atomic bomb. While science eontributes some pleasure to human life, it -also contributes a
lot of sorrow and pain. But the wisdom of the worLd marches
on, and we knGw of no way to · halt it. 'W,'ithal let Christians
walk by faith, not by sight. "The world passeth away, and
the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth
forever" ( 1 Jno. 3: 17).
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Which Is Safe-- Skepticism
Or Christian Beliefl
Hoyt Bailey
The . purpose ef this lesson is to show what course .to pursue to be infallibly safe. To what danger is the man exposed
who believes the Bible with his whole heart, and ht~mestly
practices it, in any conceivable event? To say the least, the
man who believes the Bible, and practices its teaching, is as
good as the unbeliever. He is certainly as happy. Beyond all
dispute, he does as much for his race as the unbeliever. So
• far as this world is concerned, he is certainly infallibly safe
in any possible or conceivable event. Nor does· any man doubt
that he is infallibly safe so far as the world to come is concerned .
Conceive the idea, if you wish, that, in the final winding
up of human affairs, it were possible for every one to turn
out as the skeptic has argued; the Bible to be entirely of
man, all religious co.nviction to be founded in ignorance; to
what danger is the man who honestly believed and obeyed
the Bible exposed? Conceive the possibility of everything
tur~ing out finally as the skeptics argue, and the Christian
to have honestly believed the Bible with his whole heart and
practiced it faithfully; to have preached it, published it, and
advocated it with all his might, through his entire life, and
to opposed infidelity, fought against and done everything in
his power to put it down, to what danger will he stand exposed, living or dying, in this world or that which is to come?
No danger of any sort.
No man living can show that he has lost anything that
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can in any way contribute to ~reatness, goodness, or happiness in this life, and the skeptic himself will not claim that
he has endangered himself in reference to the life to come.
No man of any sort, no matter where he stands, nor what he
holds, maintains that any great danger can. befall a man on
account of his believing and practicing the Bible; that he is,
on this account, in any sense, not safe for this world and
that which is to come, even if all the skeptics claims could,
by any conceivable event, prove true. If, . in the end, he shall
find that all he believed concerning God, Christ, the Holy
Spirit, angels, and men-in one word, all he believed ab-out
the Bible-to be true, he will be an eternal gainer; he will
have gained all things. But if you concelve the possibility
of his being mistaken, and the skeptic right in every particular, he is then as safe as any skeptic on earth, living and dying, in time and eternity. You may confidently defy any
skeptic to shO'W that he is not infallibly safe by believing and
obeying the teaching of the Bible.
Look at the other side of the question. Let the skeptic
prove mistaken, and look to the consequences of his mistake. He finds himself, in the end, standing in opposition to
his merciful Creator, who has, in kindness and compassion,
put forth his hand to save him; opposed his gracious Redeemer, who died for him, and to the Bible, intended to
guide him to happiness and eternal glory. He believed not
the Go-d who created him, and the Lord who gave himself
for him.
The sentence is, "He who believes not shall be condemned."
"He who believes not the Son shall•not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him." He knows that his skepticism
cannot possibly make him any better in this life, any more
happy; that it cannot do the world any possible good; that
it has nothing in it to elevate, ennoble, and adorn humanity;
that it cannot possibly bring anything great and good to a
single soul of the· human race; that it cannot civilize, edu-.
cate, or enlighten mankind, but its whole tendency is to pull
down morals, education, and enlightenment. If the claims of
the skeptic could prove true, every believer in the Bible would
be as safe in all respects as the skeptic for time and eternity.
It is infallibly safe to believe the Bible with the whole
heart and practice its teaching. This no man denies. This is
indisputab.le. It ~oul d be exceedingly strange if that which
is infallibly safe were not infallibly correct.
Why is it that such a large proportion of skeptics, when
near the close of their lives, or are in the immediate expectation of death, renounce and repudiate their skepticism? Why
does their foundation fail them at the very time when they
need s'upport more than at any former period? Why is it
that, at the gate of death, so many of 1them renounce what
has been upon their lips for years? Why is it that the most
impudent scoffers, bold and .ridiculing unbelievers, in such
large proportions, when they approach the change of worlds,
repudiate, · frequently with their last words, the unbelief that
has .dwelt upon their lips for years?
Why does the meekest believer in the kingdom of God press
his faith to his heart the more closely as he approaches death?
Why is it that not a man who claimed to believe the Bible,
while in life and health, ever denied it when he approached
death? The answer is, that the divine testimony is sufficient
for all confidence, worthy of all acceptation; and the human
soul, at the, hour of dissolution, when it needs support, leans
on that which is infallibly safe, as also infallibly correct.
Then, to believe and practice the teaching of the Bible is
infallibly safe for this world and the world to come.
But wha't if a man does not believe the Bible and obeys not
its teaching in this life? He is not safe, and no argument can
make him safe. He stands on doubtful ground. He takes a
risk, while he might have a certainty. He admits that all who
believe and honestly obey the Bible are safe. This no one
denies. All men can believe the Bible, . and obey its teaching,
and thus be infallibly safe.·

Tuesday, June 30, 1953

Some may be confused over the questions of fore-ordination, pre-destination, or election. There is one safe way to
settle all three of tliese questions. It is obvious that the apostles preached the gospel to all wherever they went. They approved those who believed and obeyed, and disapproved those
who did not believe and obey. Unbeli~f is a gro und of condemnation: "He who believes not shall be condemned." Disobedience is mentioned as a ground of condemnation: "The
Lord will take vengeance on those who know not God, and
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ."
The gospel of Christ is the only thing to be preached. It is
to be preached to all nations for the obedience of faith. It is
infallibly safe to preach the gospel to all men, for all men to
believe and obey it. There is no one who believes that the
Bible came from God, that does not admit that it is right
to believe and obey its teaching. This is infallibly right, as
au ' admit. That which is infallibly right, is, beyond al doubt,
infallibly safe.
Why should anyone discuss the question of whether baptism is essential to salvation? Why discuss the question
of whether anything the Lord has commanded is essential?
All such questions have their foundatioit in disloyalty to the
divine government. There is no need of starting the question of whether baptism is essential to salvation.
Do you inquire for the way of arri-ving at something tha
is safe, then ask: "Is baptism a commandment of God?
All parties of any note respond, "·C ertai-nly it is a commant.
ment." About this there is no dispute of importance. It b•
ing admitted that baptism is a commandment of God, tL
next question: "Is it right to obey the commandment of God'!
There is but one answer. All admit that it is right to obey
God . Is there any man of any note who does not admit that?
If one does not obey this commandment, he is not safe. If
all agree, as all of any consequence do, that baptism is a
commandment of God, it is infallibly l'ight to be baptized, and
it is infallibly safe to be baptized, because God commanded
it.
How essential is baptism? It is so essential that one cannot get into the kingdom of God without it. Jesus said: "Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God." The Lord said: "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." The Holy Spirit said:
"Repent, and be immersed, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins . . . " (Acts 2:38). The
scripture mentions being baptized into the name, into one
body, into the kingdom of God, for remission of sins, to have
sins wash.,ed away, or baptized to be saved. These expressions
all, in amount, are the same. If a man is in the name, he is
in Christ, in the body, has the remission of sins, is in the
Ghurch, or in the kingdom. So, if a man is in the kingdom,
he is in the body, in Christ, is in the name and is pardoned.
There is not an intimation of any man being in the church,
in the time of the apostles, without baptism. Where is the
ground for disputing about baptism being essential? There
is no ground for this skeptical dispute. All admit that it is
a commandment of. God, and that it is right to obey the commandment. Let all do what they admit the Bible teaches to
be right, be baptized as the Bible directs, and they will be
safe so far as this one act is concerned.
Who denies tha t immersion is valid bap tism? All admit
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that immersion was the original practice. The validity of immersion remains unquestioned by anything deserving the
name of authority, and is sancUoneq by the weight of all
historians, critics, commentators, lexicographers, translators.
There is no question about immersion. It has never been in
dispute or doubt. It remains unquestioned and unquestionable,
so far as men of learning and reputation are concerned.
Those who receive immersion are at rest about the ordinance.
Script-qre says: "We are buried with Christ in baptism" (Col.
2:12; Rom. 6:3, 4). Thus, immersion comes into the mind
in spite of all efforts to keep it out. What, then, is the safe
course to pursue? Undoubtedly, to practice that which never
was in doubt; that which never was in dispute among great,
good and pious men. "Go," according to the scripture, "to a
certain water," where there is "much water," to "down into
the water," be "buried in baptism," come "up out of the
water," and the controversy is ended so far as you are concerned.
Preaching theories about the influence of the Spirit, or
the operation of the Spirit, may sound religious to those who
do not understand the matter, but the~e is nothing in it to
save a, single human being. The thing for man to do is to
listen to the word of the Lord, believe it with the whole
heart, and do what the Lord commands. This is the best that
man can do. It is all that he can do. If he believes all the
Lord has said, and makes every effort in his power to do all
the Lord r equires, the Lord ·will do e'verything right on his
part. The thing for man to do is to exercise faith in God
and he will do his part, in all things, faithfully; whether man
can understand how he will do it or not. All should come to
God' in full assurance of faith; all confidence that· he is able
and willing to do all things well-to do all for man that he
needs-to save his soul. It is not theories about the influence
of the Spirit that man needs, but faith and obedience to the
commandments of God. There is no threat against any man
because he d·oes not understand any theory about the influence of the Spirit, but there are terrible threats against the
unbelieving and disobedient.
The safe course is to believe the teaching of the Bible, to
be immersed for the remission of sins, and to remain obedient and fruitful in every Christian virtue as long as life shall
last.
Quariah, Texas.
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Mission Of The Church And Orphan Homes
(NO.2)

Thoma.s L. Campbell
In · the previous article we attempted to point out that
criticism of the erection and maintenance of orphan homes
pertains to methods rather than to principles of faith . It is
not hard to criti~ize any human being or his plans. Anything
that calls for the expediency of method can be and should
be examined and its false tendencies pointed out.
The
"homes" among God's people today are far from being abovereproach; a fact · which the elders and superintendents or
those homes are first to admit. Yes, it is a fact that a large
percentage of the orphans in most of .our homes are f-rom
delinquent homes rather than where death has visited. Delinquent parents have ceased to care for innocent children.
Shall the church say, "Sorry, little one, we know you are
innocent, but your parents aren't dead, and therefore we
can't help you ." This child is under'g oing an experience which
in most instances is worse than death of his parents. It is
worse to be rejected by living parents than to be a victim
of circumstances with dead parents. The very fa~t that most
of these children have living parents is all the more reasop.
that a "home" separate and apart from individual homes
is imperative. Frankly, I deem it extremely unwise to take
two or three of these unfortunate ones into my home and
let them mix with my boys. If I could get t_hem when babies,
I would be happy to do so. But after their impressions are
set and habits are made, I agree with the consultant who
advises against such a course. But does that relieve me of
my responsibility? I don't think it does. Why could not similar-minded persons suggest to the cl;).urch that they contribute
to the support of such ones? It is no more my responsibility
than it is my other brothers' in the church. The church is
an institution desiring to save, and "zealous of · goo.d works."
Let thetn pool their resources a nd care for these.
Critic!) of the orphan hom es say they are sickened by the
silly question, "What are you doing?" Yes, what do you
have to offer that is better? We admit to our non-class brethren that the class system of teaching leaves much to be
desired, but what have they to offer in the matter of methods
that is better? We feel that we have scored when they hang

Turning First Spade Of -Earth For New Church Building At Lufkin, Texas

From left to right:
J.D. Pearson
·
Roy Brown
Raymond Trimble

Darwin Kerr
Bill Thompson
Tmn Penn
- A. A. Beck

F. B. Thompson
Litimus Smith

R. L. Stanaland
M.S. Bills

Alton Thompson
J. 0. Stubblefield
Roy Stubblefield
Grady Jolmson

Page Four

FIRM

FOUNDATION

their heads in silence. 'l'he only alternative suggested_ on a
better method is that Christians take them into their homes.
To this we all agree. It is a better method and every superintendent of an orphan home in the brotherhood is the first
to say "amen." Just when do we start doing this? We will
never start, because down .deep we know it is unworkable.
An action of this kind would convert most of us to "institutionalism" in a hurry. I honestly wish my brethren would do
this for one year, and then we could go on to irOJling oRt
some other .problems. If the critics alone will take these into
their homes-a!!,d keep them, - there will not be an "institution" among us in five years. Its beauty and heroism will
.shame the r est of us, until we imitate the action and depopulate every home in the brotherhood. Sometimes some brill iant young man who has adopted a child or two from the
maternity h omes in the large cities cites himself as a great
example of caring for the orphans. I think that is noble,
. and every childless couple ought to, if possible, follow the
same proeedure. I am quite willing myself to add two or
three to my home from such places if I can get them while
babies. This is a far cry from taking children ten, twelve,
and older into your home-with delinquent parents continually- molesting and dist-urbing them, so that no impressions
f or good can be made, nor proper dfscipline maintained. I
know, brethren·, for I have tried it! If you want to know
some real unha])piness, . I suggest that you try it. The state
w i.ll not let you adopt from the orphan hom es, and the state
knows why! .They k now that the average child in an-orph an
home is not suitable to adjustment to just any hom e . They
know that some otherwise go-od · people could not make the
preper adjustment to such children. To spare both you and
the c-hild g reat unhappiness, they forbid adoption.
It is true that a church is not a rehabiiitation agency to
mend and ~sustain all oi the maladjust.ments in our so·ciety
today, but it is expected to do what it can. God has never
required for us to do above our ability in any line.
He
does ·expect us to do all we can to help mankind. Catholics
seem to agree with the policy that no funds of the church
should be expended on the rabble. In Italy we are told that
the bishops and prie~ts · parade in luxury while the people
starve. So we must cloak ourselves with self-righteousness,
and refuse to spend a penny if it was given inside a church
building to help anybody who is not a "saint." That must
have been the reason that the priest and Levite passed by
on the other side, while the Samaritan helped the beaten
Jew. Paul gave a command to the churches of Galatia that
knocks sky-high such hypocrisy. He said, "Do good unto all
men, and especially unto them who are of the household of
faith." The fact that he distinguishes those in the church
from those out of the church seems · to indicate th e Holy
Spirit kne.w this idea might creep into the minds of some.
We can spend money to build church buildings for the convenience and comfort of the saints, but not one penny for food .
for a sinner! We can spend the principal part of th e "budget"
for the brea~ring of th e bread of heavenly manna (gospel) to
him, but don ' t you dare give him a crust of wheat bread,
or raiment in the name of the ch ur ch or with church fu nds!
There is not a r ecord jn the Scriptures for the spending of
money out of the treasury of the church for chur ch buildings.
Yet we all unde1·stand that a building is needed in these
times f or the preaching of the gospel. In Montana there
are brethren who positively forbid the purchase of church
buildings, and refuse to meet in them be cause the apostles
did not. It is still a matter of methods of carrying out what
God want3 us to do.
In my opinion we co uld improve the orphan home situation by having smaller homes and more homes. Why could
not two or thr ee congregations collaborate in their own back
yards, hire a man a nd his wife to be father and mother to a
dozen youngsters who have been cast out on the streets? No
special building would -hav e to be erected-just simply pur-

T-uesday, June 30, 1953

chase a large home. This will .be raising children in the simplicity of a normal home, and anothllr advantage is ·that it
will be right in the midst of the members where it can be
looked afte r and appreciated.
Our critics warn of centralization, and it is by far -the most
constructive criticism made. In collaboration there is always
danger of centralization. Let us always be mindful of this
danger. The orphan home or any - other cooperative efforts
must not be allowed to get so powerful as to be the tail
that wags the dog. However, this is not .an immediate danger
at present as our "homes" are hardly able to keep out of
the red. Smaller homes with family-sized units supported by
a few congregations seems to be an answer to this danger
of centralization.
So, again it is the matter of exercising the best judgment
possible in avoiding as many of. the dangers as possible, a nd
at the same time accomplish both individually and collectively what' the Lord wants us to d0. May God bless us to
this end.
Anson, Texas.

Central Christian College
Completes Third Year
James 0. Baird
At the close of three years of service to stu-dents, the college is happy to sum marize some of its activities up to this
point. The outstanding thing thus far is that God has blessed
the · school and is using it, in ·spite of all human imperfections and shortcomings. I believe that the board of trustees
and Brother Wilson have done a remarkable job in achieving as much as they have. Largely through their efforts, the
school is located on a one hundred and fifty-two ac.re campus
with five building_s. Although th.ere are many needs and
much is yet to be done, the mortgage on the property has
been burned. Interest in the school is increasing. Each year
the student body has increased about 3 5 percent. To date,
3 3 8 students have taken work for credit here. Forty-six will
have graduated on May 23rd. Thirty-eigh-t young men who
are preparing to preach are in attendance this year.
Academically, the school has become accredited by the
Oklahoma Board of R egents and is a member of the American
Association of Junior Colleges. Students who have transferred
. to other colleges maintain about the same grade averages
they did with us, showin-g that the academic standards here
are not out of line with the larger colleges. This is due largely to the quality of the faculty, their sacrifice and dedication
to their tasks. A. recent study published in a national journal shows that in f aculty preparation Central Christian College ranks in the top seven percent of the nation's junior colleges . All of the faculty members. are Christians. The studentfaculty ratio is one to tw~lve making it possible for each
student to receive individual attention. Next year three new
faculty members a nd ' a full-tjme librarian will b e added to
the s taff.
One of the mos t heartwarming ·thin gs about such work
is to talk with young people who have completed their work
here and who return later for a visi t. In conversation and in
manner, they show that their lives are more Ch rist-centered
and Bible-directed. This causes all the effort that has bee.n
put forth to make their ed u cation at a Christian college possible seem little in compariso n with the result.
Frequently, the prayer in our daily chapel includes this
petition, "Raise up friends for this school in order that it
may do the mos t good." Contrary to some rumors, the college is not financially underw·ritten by the large oil companies
of Bartlesville nor by wealthy people of the town. It is dependent upon the interest and contributions of Christian 'IJeople. We need you~ prayers and support.
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Studies In Galatians {No. 18lR. C . Bell

· Paul teaches that a perpetual struggle between the flesh
and the spirit takes place within Christians. The stubborn
flesh, though ideally crucified as a hopeless law-breaker,
wages in practical . life · a lingering battle. It insists that
Christian liberty grants it indulgences , incompatible with
spiritual living. In our studies of Paul's rebuttal, we are
, now to hear his answer to the clamor of flesh that it has
right to money that belongs to the Spirit. What Christians
do with their money is pivotal. They must not be covetous
and illiberal.
Sowing and Reaping
A passage to Galatia and one to Corinth, two of Paul's

great Scriptures on a Christian's use Df money, both teach
the. corresponden·ce between sowing and reaping. Gal. 6:6-10
stresses the truth that the harvest must agree with the seed
sown in ·kind; 2 Cor. 9: 6; 11 the supplementary .truth that
the harvest will be proportional to the seed sown in quantity.
"He that soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he
that soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully . . . And
he that supplieth seed for the sower and bread for food (in
nature), shall supply and multiply your seed for · sowing
(in religion), and increase the fruit of your righteousness:
ye being enriched unto all ,liberality." ·This scripture teaches
that God's work done in God's way, shall never lack God's
supplies; that one who really desires to give shall never be
denied the privilege and bless.i ng of giving. What an opportunity! Why be stingy? Is it rea.sonable to trust the seed,
the soil, and the sun, yet not trust the word of their faithful
Maker and Governor?
As if to guard against a misunderstanding of "each man
shall bear his own burden'' that would lead to illiberality,
Paul follows it with: "But let him that is taught in the
word, communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.
Be not deceived; Qod is not mocked: for what a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto his own flesh,
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life." Although this
passa~e deals primarily with material support for teachers, it
also has i. much broader scope. In view of "the works of the
flesh," whicli he has just enumerated, Paul means to tell the
Galatians that "the flesh" is a dangerous enemy so resourceful and irreconcilable that it must not be pampered, but
rather be turned ov.er to the executioner for crucifixion;
that to allow it to spend money on its own pleasure that
should be used in spreading the gospel is- to reap corruption;
that only after it is curbed can they sow to the Spirit and
reap life eternal; that eternal life is contingent upon continuance in well-doing, preferably to Christians, though others are not excluded.
Sowing and reaping is- truly a solemn matter. In the field
of destiny, nations and individuals reap as they sow. The
condition of the world today shows that God is not mocked.
The world has sown to the flesh, and is now reaping the
inevitable destruction and desolation. As for men, the present determines eternity. According to God's wise and inviolable decree, flesh is flesh, and can never evolve into spirit.
Grapes are not to be gathered from thorns. The flesh, anywhere, is a marvelously deceitful and diligent architect of
misery and ruin. Now as ever, the flesh in the church is its
weakness and frustration. The Galatians are not the last
Christians to begin in the Spirit, only to be bewitched into
· finishing in the flesh. The flesh is unbelievably adept in
sim,ulating the Spirit. Many things that seem to many Christians to be of the Spirit are of the flesh, and must therefore
reap corruption. "God is not ~ocked."
Ooncerning this subject, we need to be on our guaFd against
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materialism and determinism. The superlative good news
of all time is that the personal God of providence proposes
to intervene between sowing and reaping that the harvest
of flesh need not come to the full. God's offer of pardon
and repair constitute Christianity. God, t.b.e Maker of the
la:w of sowing and reaping, arrests its operation in this world,
and promises more than completely to correct all injury man
has suffered, by giving him a spiritual body at the resurrection. All this is but God lawfully exercising his sovereign
liberty in grace. "He hath not dealt with us after our sins,.
(Psa. 103:10). Did Joseph's brothers reap all they sowed?
Christ did not say to the thief dying at his side, "You have
sown tares, now reap tares." Paul's. "if" in "if we faint not"
gives light. If the Galatians ceased sowing to the Spirit, the
harvest would fail. Likewise, if men cease sowing to" the
flesh, corruption is arrested in time, and life wholly spiritual
is reaped in eternity. But eve)l sins forgiven leave scars that
remain until death.
Double Crucifixion
In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul draws a
sharp contrast b_etween himself and the Judaizers. He offers
as proof of his strong, unselfish, personal attachment the
fact that h e, apparently with exceptional procedure and discomfort, writes them in his own handwriting (-v. 11). Con-.
trariwise, the selfish, insincere Judai.zers have no personal
interest in them whatsoever. By having Gentile Christians
circumcised, thli!y camiot only escape the bitter, unrelenting
persecution 6f orthodox Jews, but also build themselves up
as able, skillful founders and leaders of a new Jewish sect,
They have no intention of burdening their party with the
whole, wearisome law; the crux, circumcision, will suffice.
P a ul's blunt, unreserved expose of these time-serving politicians and hypocrites with their mongrel religion, based, as
are all religions except pure Christianity, on law, flesh, and
human merit, surely is enough to cause leaders of the chureh
t oday to probe their souls for the inspiration of their leadership and activities.
"They d esire to have you circumcised,- that they may glory
in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jes us Christ, through which the world
hath been crucified to me, and I to the world ." In this incisive language, Paul gives his interpretation of Christianity.
The cross was to Paul, Christ's invitation, "Come, die with
me." The glory of the crucified, risen Lord blinded Paul to .
the world physically three days, and spiritually fbrever. According to the flesh, it was the end of Paul; he attended his
own funeral! To him it was a choice between the ehurch and
the woi·ld-one or the other, not both. "I suffered the loss,
of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may 'gain
Ghrist" (Phil. 3:8). The cross speaks of death and separation, without compromise. It divides ma!l.kind into the spiritual church and the fleshly world.

The Value Of Family Prayer
Claude B. Holcomb
_One of the strongest segments that went into the making
of the old family circle was the time of daily devotions,
when all the family gathered to hear the head of the house
read from the word of God and lead their minds in prayer.
How much stronger would be the church, and- how much
better place to dwell this world would be, if this practice
were more prevalent in the Christian homes of our land today! Too many worldly activities have robbed too many
homes of the rich blessings to be derived from daily family
devotions. Consider the consequences!
Every worthy parent feels a deep interest in the welfare
of his children, and makes use of every right means to promote their happiness, and to secure their future well-being.
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Parents recall many touching scenes of watchfulness, care,
anxiety and toil, to provide for the needs of their children,
to alleviate their suffering, and to train them for future
success and happiness. We cherish the hope that our children will grow up to be a joy and a comfort to us; and our
hope is kept constantly alive as we· help them in. their pursuits of noble ambitions. One of the sui·est ways of securing
the realization of our hopes in regard to our children is to
.make deep and profound impressions upon them in early
:life through regular family prayer in the home.
The most important responsibility that rests upon parents
wlth r espect to their children is to help them in obtaining•
eternal life in the world to come. After having been so extremely solicitous of their temporal good, shall we put them
under the necessity of perishing eternally because of our
neglect in training them in the way they should go? Family
prayer is one of the most direct and effective means of defenaing against the sinister inf~nces to which our children
will be exposed. It is not easy for any child to disrespect a
father whom he has known often to approach the throne of
grace, especially when the child knows that approach has
been made in his own behalf. Nor is it easy for a child to
disrespect the heavenly throne . before which such intercessions have been made.
The value of family prayer is inestimable in its far-reaching influences over those who have been the subjects of
those prayers. No man can understand the true relationship
that should exist between God and man without that familiarity with God that comes from freq u ent, earnest prayer.
Nor can a man instill the principles of this relationship into
the mfnds of his children until they have heard with their
own ears the proof of his acquaintance with Go-d. If a man's
own children have never beard him pray, they have no real
evidence of his intimacy with God, and thus they are left
without the constraint of a lovihg father's influence to keep
them from yielding to evil propensities.
.
Our present generation has tragically felt the impact of
worldly wantonness, greed, hatred, licentiousness, degradation, and all manner of sin, that results from the spiritual
depravity of those who fo ster such things. Could this be the
consequences of neglect on the part of those who profess to
hold to higher and nobler principles? Would there not be
a brighter hope .for our world today if the spiritual values
derived from the older traditions ·of the family circle-including . daily family prayer-were reinstated in the Christian homes of our land?
Corsicana, Texas.

New Policy In Children's Home-Part Ill
F. E. Hayes
Christian parents who want to adopt children from our
Christian orphan homes, or give them foster care, should be
reminded that it is important to get expert counsel and that
such counsel is easily available.
Considerable interest has been aroused by Brother Byron
Fullerton's res:ent statement that Tipton Home stands ready
to help Christian parents provide foster homes for children.
It seems advisable now to give whatever guidance is possible
to t1J.ose parents who may want to accept the opportunity/he
reveals. ·
In order to protect the children and the foster or adoptive
·p ar.e nts, careful investigations are made. The different children's homes know about these things and can advise an·y
Christian parent who will take time to write.
Most child welfare experts say that chil!lren who can be
clea·red legally for ado]ltion should be placed in carefully
selected permanent homes. The number of children who
can be adopted is relatively small, but completely deserving
of .our best efforts.
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Miss Sibyl Foster, Adoption Consultant for the New Mexico
Department of Public Welfare, says : "The goal of the adoption agency should be to find a home for every child who
can benefit from family life. The earlier the adoptive placement can be made with safety, the better the chance for the
child's achieving emotional security in the home.
Every
child who can use family life can be placed for adoption if
sufficient time is put into the search for the family who
can a ccept him with his history and capacities."
Christian parents in the Oklahoma area will be happy
to know that Miss Laura Dester, Director of Child Welfare
in Oklahoma, is aware of our problem and is anxious to help
us. Her departm ent has 4 0 qualified workers whose services
are at our disposal. She assures us that they .are morally
bound, when requested, to place children in a private horne
of any specified religious faith. In our case, of course, Christian homes would always be specified.
1n other words, they would place children from our C-hristian children's homes into suitable Christian private homes
when allowed to do so. This means that we have expert
counsel available to help us get children out of institutions
into private homes .
Some may be surprised to read a comment made by Miss
Dester when approached on this problem. She said: "I don't
suppose we would ever get to the bottom of the list of applications we have from Church of Christ members for adoptive children."
She stresses the need for a thorough and painstaking investigation of the background of children being placed, but
says her workers are qualified and r eady to do the job. Careful in vestigation, she says, reveals information 'needed to
help the child adjust himself.
It is equally necessary to investigate prospective homes to
protect the interest of the children. The needy child is the
first consideration, of course, and the childless home the second. During the period of investigation each ehild remains
in the institution. That means that support to the Christian
children's homes must be co'-tinued at all times.
The writer has tried to inform the brotherhood of three
things: one, that children are available for foster care and
that the orphan homes are anxious to help; two, that the
private home is far, far superior to institutional care; and,
three, that expert counsel is advisable and available.
What is left, then? If Christian parents by the hundreds
are looking for children and Christian children 's homes are
trying to find individual care for their charges, why is there
not a considerable movement of dependent children into private Christian homes?
The only reason this writer can find is that none of us
have tried hard enough yet to bring these two groups together. It has been the purpose of these articles to attempt
that. If foster homes Pr"ove available in adeq.uate number
and if foster parents make a good record with children, it
surely isn't too much to hope that the orphan homes will
then take a still more forward step and begin using efficient
state welfare agencies for adopting chiJ.dren into good Church
of Christ homes.
DESIRABLE BOOJ{S FOR EVERY HOME
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Commentary on the Gospel of John by B. W. ~ohnson
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
Why Observe the Lord's Supper Every Sunday?
A visitor to the morning worship of the church has asked
this question: "Why do churches of Christ observe the
Lord's Supper every Sunday?" That is a reas_onable question.
Perhaps you have wondered about it too. '
We .are striving to restore the simple worship of the
church in the days of the apostles. The church in those days
observed the Lord's Supper the first day of every week. The
approved example of this is found in Paul's experience at
Troas. Paul "tarried seven days" in Troas. Evidently he was
awaiting the opportunity of breaking bread ·with the church
there. "And upon the first day of the week, when we were
gathered together to break bread, Paul discoursed with
them . . . " (Acts 20 : 7). This scripture shows that it was the
custom of the early church to "break bread" or ob.s erve the
Lord's Supper on the first day of the week, which day we
oall Sunday.

What's In A Namel
Cleon Lyles
Since we moved to our new location, our house of worship in Little Rock is designated as The Church of Christ at
Sixth and Iza~'d. For the sake of convenience, it is usually
briefed as The Church at Sixth and Izard.
As minister of this church, I often conduct series of meetings away from home. Many of these meetings are helJ outside of Arkansas. When I am identified as minister of The
Church of Christ at Sixth and Izard, the congregation almost
invariably breaks out in smiles. Sometimes there is a ripple
of lau ghter, even an occasional guffaw.
The Word "Izard" does it. It sounds funny to people who
are not acquainted with the background ·and history of the
word. It sounds funny, maybe, l)ecause it rhymes with such
words as blizzard, lizard and gizzard.
There may be some excuse for hilarity when the name of
a church makes one think of the terms that define a blusterin!V'snowstorm, a lowly but harmless reptile, or the part
of a chicken that most people detest.
But the name also rhymes with wizard which denotes
cleverness and skill, whether it pertain to sage or sorcerer.
I do not in any way resent the mirthful attitude of people
who are not familiar with the name of "Izard." Nor do any
·members of the congregation resent it. We simply take it
in our stride. But · I do believe an explanation is in order.
And that is the purpose of this article.
The Little Rock church is located at the intersection of
two street!". These two streets are Sixth and Izard. Therefore
the statement embraces the complete address. This offers a
convenience to strangers. Moreover. it is according to Biblical
custom. The New Testament churches of Christ are listed according to location-address. Fbr example, the church of
Ephesus, the church of sardis, and so on.
Should we use such terms as the "Memorial" church, the
"First" church, the "Second" church, or some other worldly •
d,esignation, we would perhaps be greeted with something
worse than laughter-aJ;J.d deservingly so.
Izard Street is no joke. It was named for George Izard, sec. ond territorial governor of Arkansas. Izard was born in
South Carolina in 1776, a member of one of America's n.·o ble
families. His father was one of the first U. S. senators eiected
from the native state. Young Izard graduated from the Uni-

s.ecular history adds to this scriptural example and shows
clearly that the early Christians did meet to observe the
Lord's Supper . or Communion on the first day
ev~ry week.
(See International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, page 19 2 5).
Justin, who was martyred about 165 A.D., wrote that the
Christians of his day met on the "day of the sun" because
"it is the first day on which God, having transformed dar"k:ness, created the world; and on the same day Jesus Christ
our Savior rose from the dead." Then he described how they
read the .Scriptures, and heard preaching, and then partook
of the elements representing the Lord's blood and the Lord's
body.

or'

So, we who are trying to reproduce New Testament Christianity in oul7 present age · follow the approved exap1ple of the
early Christians in remembering the Lord's death until he
came on the first day of every week. This regular memorial
is a source of much spiritual strength to Christians who partake in a worthy manner.

versity of Pennsylvania at the age of 15. Shortly after his
graduation he was sent to. London, in care of Thomas Pic.kney, then minister to England , to attend the militar y schools
of Europe. He first entered the Prince of Wales' Royal Military Academy. He later became a student in the military
school at Marburg, Germany. His next school was ·the Ecole
du Genie, an institution for teaching the art of military engineering, located at Metz. While here he received a commission as lieutenant in the United States artillery and engineers, and in 1797 returned to America. The Secretary of
War placed him in charge of the construction of Castle Pickney, in Charleston Harbor, as engineer. Two years later he
was· promoted to captain and in 1802 was placed in command
of the post at West Point.
Early in 1812, when war with England was imminent,
George Izard was c"Ommissioned colonel and placed in command of the Second_ Regiment Artillery. The following year
h~ was commissioned brigadier-general and in 1814 was promoted to major-general.
It was in March, 1825, that he was appointed by President
Monroe as governor of Arkansas Territory:- After completing
his first three-year term, he was appointed to a second term
by President Adams. He died shortly after beginning his
second term.
The public and military life of George Izard is a tribute
to both state and national history. I have briefed it to the
foregoing paragraphs, sufficiently to establish respect for
the name of Izard.
There is also a county in Arkansas named for the territorial
governor. Coincidentally, Izard County, Arkansas, has possibly produced more outstanding ministers of the church of
Christ than any other county in its population range in the
United States. Among · the Izard County natives are such profound defenders of the faith as: Will Schultz, Joe Warlick,
Clarence Wilkerson, Franklin T. Puckett, Harrison Porterfield,
and A . •s. Croom, first president of what is now Harding
College.
If you ar.e interested in buying Bibles and Testaments
that are suitable for nse in your church building, remembtr
we have them for :i.m.Jned.iate shipment: Bold type New Testaments *x4J4x6JA, 2-colored heavy .tag covers. Prices: 50
copies, $5.00; 100 copies, $10.00. Please . obServe these prices
and the quantities. As packed and handled the books are
not offered at these prices on smaller quantities.
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EDITORIAL
SMALL CHURCHES
Brother M. E. Waldrum kindly supplies us interesting data on another small congregation. It is ten ·
years old and has a membership of 24. No group of
_fuithful disciples should be despised because they do
- - - not boast •of a ·large membersliij>.---rrhe· qliality of the
material is of fat more s-ignificance. A small church
of good men and women, ~aithful to their obligations
in th~ home and in the church, is simply precious in
the sight of God. A large church that has departed
from the sound doctrine of Christ, o;r the conduct · of
whose members is not in keeping with the high standard of living detailed in the New Testament for their
guidance is of far less ·value in heaven's sight than a
small church of· loyal and faithful members. Churches
are to be appreciated for what they are and what they
do. Their numGers are more often about the same
from year to year, except as fluctuations in pop,ulation in the communities may be responsible for increase or decrease in numbers. Let us appreciate and
try to establish many small churches, so that all may
have the opportunity to worship no matter where they
live. Then our responsibility is to lead our children and
all others whom we can persuade to obey the Lord
and strengthen the church. The gospel of Christ has
been and is being proclaimed by many faithful preachers and there is now a large number of ·small and not
a few. large ~hurches ii). the lqvely "Sunshine State"
of New Mexico. If you are travelling through, you can
find without difficulty, .where the disciples come together to break b~ead, and where they will give you
a cordial welcome.

REPORT ON THE CHURCH
IN VAUGHAN, NEW MEXICO
In 1943 some- of the ·larger congregations in .the
state helped support a preacher for one year. Smce
then the leadership ha.s been the local brethren ~x
cept for gospel meetings. There ~re 24 members, mcluding five teen-agers and se-yeral who do not. attend
regularly. Brother Lewis Merntt encouraged this work
from the beginning and has done much of the preaching. Brother J. M. Baker is principal of the publ.ic ~Ta~e
school and assists Brother Merritt. Church bmldmg IS
valued at $10,000 and is paid for. Ott;er works .include:
assistance ·to Las Vegas, New Mexico; contribute to
three orphan homes; pay for articles in weekly paper;
charity, etc. The ·a verage weekly contribution for the
... first three months in this year was $61. I recently
assisted them with a .gospel meeting.-M. E. WALDRUM, Box 446, Santa Rosa, New Mexico.

TEACHERS W ANTED-$250,000. WORTH
Levittown'; Pennsylvania, one of the best opportuni,..
ties for the church 1n the entire Northeastern United
States, needs public school teachers. This community
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of 70,000 ·which has sprung up in two years time has
had a painful school problem. All school systems in
the area are crying for_teachers of any level 'or kind.
Teacher salary budgets have increased $250,000 for
this year. We have names of superintendents and principals available. The church needs teachers who will
move to Levittown; take positions in the school system and help the church grow. So far, there is no
more than a nucleus of Christians living there, but
. a full-time evangelist will arrive in July to begin work,
and plans are under way to build a strong congregation there. If you are a Christian teacher and interested
in such an opportunity, write us for further details.
Salaries start at $3,000. Full particulars are available.
Write in ca.r e of: Church of Christ, Box 5486, Phila- ·
delphia 43, Pennsylvania.

THE CHURCH IN URBANA, ILLINOIS

'In May, 1952, the church in Urbana, Illinois~ began
to meet for worship in the modern building pictured
above. Located some three blocks from the campus of
·the University of Illinois, the building is of contemporary design and provides seating for 400 people. A
classroom section at the rear of the building houses
the church office and four classrooms. Balcony facilities and the auditorium provide space for five more
Bible classes. One large classroom at the rear of the
auditorium serves as a nursery and an overflow room
for large audiences. The building is of brick and wood
panel construction. The windows at the tops of the
panels are firmly fixed, and the auditorium is ventilated by means of the louvers at the bottom of the
panels. The interior of the auditorium is finished, for .
the most part, in natural birch paneling. Acoustics
are excellent.
·
The industry and zeal of the South Lincoln A venue
congregation are manifest in that the entire building project was undertaken and is being can-ied out in addition to the regular program of local and mission
· work. Money needed for the building over and above
the amount proyided in a building fund was raised
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through the sale of bonds, over two-thirds of which
are owned by members of the congregation. One of
the members of the church served as general supervisor of the building program, thus effecting a number of savings.
Under the oversight of its capable elders, Victor
W. Kelley and Frank R. Day, the congregation has
taken the initiative and has assisted materially in the
establishment of three new congregations in Illinois,
strategically located in Springfield, the capital of the
state, Decatur, and Bloomington. One of these
congregations is now self-supporting and is carrying
out an ambitious program of local and mission work
of its own, and the other two are continuing to build
steadily on solid foundations. Recently the South Lincoln Avenue congregation has made application to
university officials for permission to establish a Bible

chair offering r_eligious instruction for university credit.
The church in Urbana had its beginning on September 23, 1928. Four days before this date, 23 members
of the church had met and decided to establish a congregation in Urbana. The group began to meet for
worship in an upstairs hall in the city. This hall and
· one other served as meeting places for five years. In
the fall of 1933, the congregation purchased a dwelling at 408 West Main Street, remodeled it at that time
and again seven years later to take care of the growing congregation. The membership at present numbers
approximat~ly 145, and the average attendance _is
around 180. Preachers who have served the congregation. regularly are: Elmer Smith, George S. Benson,
Hugo McCord, T. T. Carney, Robert Turner Victor H.
Sellers, Ira L. North, Farrell D. Walters, Jack Duncan,
Charles Chumley, and Pat Hardeman.

"Birds Of Prey"
Genesis 15:8-11
Claude A. Guild
Intt•oduction:
The aged Patriarch, Abraham, was not content to allow
the vultures or birds of prey to devour the sacrifices lie had
made to God. (1) Describe his very common altar of earth
and stone and make parallel application to our very common,
yet unique and apostolic order of worship (Acts 2: 4 2) . We
do not have robes and rituals and all the other fineries to
ruin our New Testament worship.
I. Opposing birds of prey today:
1. Misbehaving men in the church ( 1 Tim. 3: 15) : Elders
and deacons who do not exercise themselves in their offices
scripturally become birds of prey. (a) Elders that do not
teach, care for their families and bring them up in the church
or get an ill reputation in the community, are in the minds
of brethren, birds of prey. (b) Deacons who fail to take care
of their work become birds of prey.
2. Distracting thoughts: (a) Dressmakers can see a neckline, blouse, or a SJiggested fashion and begin to dream designs during a quite hour of worship that she has never
thought of before. The next thing she knows the worship h•ur
is gone. (b) Mechanics, beauticians, merchants or any other
profession can allow distracting thoughts to rob them of the
hour of worship.
3. Attitude of demeanor: (a) Our behavior during the
worship hour means much. Misbehavior becomes birds of
prey. There is the vacant stare, wondering eyes, whispering
lips, dissipated countenances, knives, chewing gum, etc. These.
become birds of prey. (b) The place where you sit may be'come a bird of prey to you. Some cannot worship acceptably .
in the balcony, nursery, back seats, or out of their regular
habitat.

4. Appointments too close to the hour of -worship: (a) We
arrange dinner dates at the "Swanky Shack," 12 noon. When
you see the preacher is prolonged in llis discourse or if there
is to be a baptismal service you become disturbed, thinking
you will not make your appointment on t:l'me. (b) We delay
our preparation for worship; the newspaper, sleeping late,
late shaving, checking the car, meeting the bus schedule and
just carelessness brings us to the worship service in no frame
of mind to worship. These become birds of prey.
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5. Late-comers: (a) The habitual late-comer disturbs the
ushers (they should worship, too) and members of the church
as far down in the auditorium as they need to go for seats
(in some places the late-comer has to take front seats because members have occupied all the back seats). It takes
the preacher some time then to renew his connections in
thought with the audience after they have been disturbed by
late-comers.
6. Unworthy and unclean: (a) There are heretics, fornicators without compunction or drunkards who through someone's carelessness are permitted to wait on the Lord's table
or serve the congregation. The worship is disrupted , brethren are thinking "why will they allow him to participate in
public services?"
7. Sleeping in Church: (a) You have been under the
impression that sleepers wouldn't disturb anybody, you need
to preach awhile. I have seen wives embarrassed, nudging
their husbands. I have seen them reach in and turn his flesh
over to try to wake him up. I have heard children say, "I
am not going back to ch urch with you any more, daddy, unless you stay awake." It -leaves, the impression with the minister that you are disinterested in his sermon.
8. Children: (a) We need mothers, preachers, and babies,
but we must learn to manage s.o the worship "fill not be disturbed. They are cute, and mothers sometimes want others
to see how sweet they really are. Grandparents play with
them in church and so do brethren. Children should be taught
that this is the sanctuary of the . Lord. The nursery should
be a part of the worship too. Mothers should not be discussing the first tooth, the fjrst step, etc., in the nursery.
9. Absentees: (a) Your absence becomes a bird of prey.
It tells Christ you are not interested in being his guest. You
tell the preacher, "I am not interested in your sermons." It
informs the elQ.ership "your program is not a concern of
mine:"
Conclusion:
May I D;J.ake a plea for you to study your particular case.
Find out wherein you had failed to worship, stand guard as
the ancient prophet, over your sacrifices in worship and
never be content to a.llow birds of prey to rob you of your
worship.
If you have not secured your copy of the new edition
of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, we are now
in position to fill all orders. -Buckram binding, $6.~·;
Leather binding, $10.00.
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Charles T. Boyee, Jr., Box 237, Cherokee,
Texas: I desire to m ake a change in my
preaching worl<. I h ave a B. S. degree from
Abilene Christian College. I have been located at Ch erokee ten months.
I have a
wife and a s mall baby. I am interested in
William Henry Hale, 1601 E. 19th Street,
the progress and growth of the church. My
C:heyenne, Wyoming, June 17: Guy W. Sims
age is 27.
of Haml et, N e braska, just closed a good
meeting with the church in Cheyenne with
A. J. Veteto, Spartanburg, South Carolina,
n e r es toration.
June 18: On June 15, I began a singing
school here which is to run through the
·''-· R. Holton, Centra l Church of Christ:26th. Fine int er es t is being shown in the
Nashville, T e nnessee, June 15: J. M. Powell,
school. Th e Vacation Bible School is run' minist e r Franklin, Tennes see, has a mesning also from 9 to 11 a. m. Its attendance
sage for all who hear him at Blue Rid ge,
h as doub1 e d since it began on Monday, the
(n ear A s heville, North Carolina), at the
15th.
Camp Meeting, July 18-2 4.
·\.
'

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
A. L. Harbin, 109-14th Street, Vallejo,
California, May 31: During the past two
weeks this congregation has had s ix additions: two baptiz ed, four identifi e d.
Brother H. I. T aylor baptized ~ive in the
meeting at Llano, T exas, last week. Brother
Taylor is now in a m ee ting with Ross Meredith and the church a t Elgin, Texas.
Urie T. Poisall, 443 R obin Lane, Mesa, Arizona, June 18: I closed a good Vacation
Bible School Jun e 12. Five baptisms the last
tw.o weeks.

Frauk L. Cox, Box 104, Mineola, Texas,
Earl K. Anthony, 4501- Richmond Avenue,
June 22: On the evening of June 24, Dean
Austin, Texas, June 14: Our meeting in LeBullock a nd Edwin Rasco closed a good meetAlbert S. Gower, Evangelist, 2217 Hancock a nder with Brother E.Jmer H. Irby of' Hank in g with the West Broad Street church.
Drive, Austin, Texas, June 19: I am availa- amer, Texas, will begin June 19 and will last
Both the preacher and the ,so ng leader did
ble for local work • as regular minister. through the 28th. All congregations are invery fine work. One young man was bap Contact me at above address or call me vited to attend.
tize·d into Ute body and the church· wa
on long distance. Phone 53 - 0652.
greatly s tr engthened.
D. C. Lnwrenee, Lefors, Texas, June 22:
Slln11 Triplett, 812 Clark, Marlin, Texas, Brother Jesse Wiseman of Sal em, Illinois,
W. Earl JUnnsur, 241 E . Arllght, Monterey
.June 15:
There have been two baptized did the preaching In our meeting June 5-14.
here since last report.
Marlin is a good Brother Bob Fish of Alanreed, Texas, our Park, California, June 22: I am preaching
town In which to live. I will be glad to regular song leader, directed the singing. to good audiences in a meeting with the
One man was baptized, and crowds and in - church in Comanche, Oklahoma. Two bapsend you literature about it.
tisms so far.
The church In Montebello
terest were good.
started meeting in the new building June
A. R.. Holton, Central Ch u rch of Christ,
7th and attendance is ii1ereasing. Our locaOrn:m J , Swinney, Greggton, Texas, June
Nashville, Tennessee, June 17: Rich Garrett
of. Abilene, Texas, will be glad· to see all 8: The Lord's work here is experiencing tion is now 536 N. Poplar.
ex-studimts of Thorp Spring at the reunion some summer "slump" but many· fine visiLeroy Brownlow,' Fort Worth, Texas, June
on Sunday, July 26.
tors come our way to encourage the services. One fine young marri e d woman WlJ.S 17: Th e Polytechnic congregation has re L •. F. Mills, 156 E. Baker Street, Bates- baptized yesterday. This makes ten recent- cently concluded a gospel meeting. Brother
Reuel Lemons did the preaching. There
vil le, Arkansas, June 16: I baptized two at ly, two of which were Immersions.
were sixty-three responses, twenty of who.m
' recent services at Central Avenue . I am In
Judsoll .Woodbridge, Mulvane,
Kansas, were baptized. Our Sunday morning Bible
a m eeting with the congregation In Hardy,
Arkansas, at the present time, and will be - June 21: Within the past- month two have school attendance for the month of May
gin next at Ash Flat, Arkansas.
been baptized, four testored, and two by averaged 751 p er Sunday.
transfer of membership. Our new building
J. 0. Jones, 1014 Beech Street, Little Rock,
Rufus R.. Clifford, Box 282, Lawrenceburg, is to begin any day. We are waiting on
Tennessee, June 17: F ive were baptized dur- the contl;actor. I am to be in a mee ting Arkansas: June 14th b'r ought to a close a
Ing the meeting with th!l church in Hohen- with the Central church in Bakersfield, Cal- very fine gospel meeting here with Brother
Raymond C. Kelcy doing the preaching. His
wald, Tennessee, from May 31-June 9. W. ifornia, July 16-26.
preaching was of the best to be h eard any C. Neal Is the · preacher there. Attendance
and interest were very good.
w. A. Bradfield, Henderson, T enn essee, where; six were baptized. I am to begin a
June 22: Yesterday four were baptized and gospel meeting at Rock City, near Winfi e ld,
one was restored at Oalc Grove, near Fulton, Alabama, the 11th of July. If in this section
Jnnu~s 1tl. Benson, Box 373, Lepanto, Arkansas, June 20: Five mor e were baptized and Kentucky, where I have been preaching for be sure to visit us.
one restored here this week. One young lady nearly four years. One of those baptized
Jimmy Campbell, 101 N. Lelia, Guymon,
was baptized with a broken arm in a cast, was a mother who had been a Methodist
It being covered by a rubber sleeve for the for many years. Charles Houser will preach Oklahoma, June 16: Three baptized and one
r esto r ed in the last two weeks. This makes
in the meeting there begi~ning July 12.
Immersion.
O\lr aver age for the fir s t five and one - half
Raymond L. Copening, Duke, Oklahoma, month s one and one - half responses per SunWiley W. Johnson, (colored), Lubbock,
Texas, June 15: The wo·rk in Slaton, Texas, June 16: I a m available for local work. day. Th e work grows here in spite of treIs moving on. We will begin our meeting I would appreciate interested congregations mendous moving in the gas fields . When
July 8 and continue through the 17th. Wil - contacting m e. I am forty years old and traveling this way, stop and worship with
liam R. Starn es of Plainview, T exas, will do have been preaching about fifteen years, us.
having had n early ten years experience dothe preaching.
. Pfe. Zane Kerr, US54059558, USAREUR
ing local worlc I am now in my second
CMRA, APO 227, care of Postmaster, New
A. E. Wickham, Mannington, West Vir- work with the Duke congregation.
York, N ew York, June 11: Sinc e my last
ginia, June 16: Last Lord's day I spoke to
1
C. B. Glasgow, Box 906, San Felipe, Texas, r e port to you, some progress has been made
two splendid audiences at the East Main
h
e
re
in
Kaiserslautern,
Germany.
Last
I preached at Grub Hill, near
Street Church of Christ' In Coshocton, Ohio. Jun e 15:
We hope to be able to enlarge th e church Blanton , Sunday to a fine crowd with ·George month the average· attendance a t the Eng.J o hn son directi ng the so ngs , which he did Ii s h-speaking service was 29, and at the
building before very long.
f or yo u and me years ago. Some of the Germ an-speaking assembly the average was
A. R. Holton, Nas hville, Tennessee, .June old m e mbers at church Sunday h eard you 14. -Two German ladies h a ve b een converted
16:
Two baptisms at Central, Nashville, a nd IllS preach in our first m eetings. • T11er e since the work began in October.
Tennessee, on Sunday, June 14: Blue Ridge was r e joicing.
J. B. Tomlinson, Box 157, Lipan, Texas,
Camp Meeting has great prospects. Write
H. R. Little, La Porte, T exas, June 20: Jun e 20: I have begun regular work with
for Information to J. W. Brents, 40101 Wood In the las t few weeks we have had eleven the Lipan church and look forward to a
mont · Blvd., Nashville, Tennessee.
responses to th e invitation: four baptized pleasant · association with th ese fine saints.
Fred JU. Engle, 210 W. Walnut, Roswell, and seven restored. The contribution and We are praying that these efforts will bear
New Mexico, Jun e 17: I am now in a meet- attendance have grown considerably since fruit to the glory of Christ. Bill Hearn, who
Ing at Quemado, New Mexico . The attend - th e time that we occupied our new buildiJ;J.g. preceded m e here in the ministry has gone
ance and interes t is fine. I will begin a We continue o ur work with a weekly radio to the mi ss ion field in the north. Our summeeting of one week's duration at Grants, program over a local station. We have had m er meeting here is July 17-26, inclusive.
New Mexico, June 21, and on :June 28 will record crowds since we have been In our Brooks Terry of the Overton Road church
in Dallas will do the preaching.
new building.
start a meeting in Olathe, ColoTado.

'
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Ra~nnond
c. Kelcy,- Tenth and Francis
Oliver c.. Cunningham,
406 Chestn-ut,
C. B. Tl10mas, Corpus Christi, T exas, June
C<;>.okeville, Tenn essee, June 16: i99 at Willow 17: It was my pleasure recently to assist S t ree t s, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, June 20:
Street Sunday Bible Schoo l Jun e 7th set new the Gard e n Oaks co n gregatio n in Houston, I" clo sed a meeting last Lord's day at Pua ll- time a tte n dance record.
Texas, in a series of gospel meetings. T wo laski Heights in Little Rock. Th ere were
were b ap tiz ed, one restored , and five identi- six haptisms. The singing was ably Jed
w. T. Hines, El Dorado Spri ngs , Missouri, fled by transfer of membership. Brother by R. · J . Richardson. J. 0 . Jon es, who did a
Jun e 22 : It h as been several months sin ce W . 'wallace L ay t on preaches regularly for' great work with the Normal church in Memmy las t r eport to the pape r. But I hav e th is church. T wo of our e ld e r s and our edu- phis, T ennessee, has moved to Little Rock
been w o rkin g all th e time, a nd the year's cational director preached h ere in my ab~ to work with this fine congregation.
work has shown so m e growth. Yesterday se n ce.
four placed m e mb e rship w ith u s. And there
Joe Cooke Van Dyke, Nort)l Broad Street,
Robert W. Lawrence, 709 W. Dayton St., Lexington, T ennessee, June 18: Frank Van
are others we think will follow them in th e
n ear futur e.
B ecau se of the increa-se 'in Madiso n 5, W iscons in: L ast S.a,turday night Dyke did the p r eaching in a 's eries of mee t our family, we will consider another loca- a n elderly lady was imm ersed for the re- . in gs fo r the L ex ington church from May
tion. Any one interested may address m e mission of sins in her hom e. She had been 31 to June 9. Garfi e ld Lewis and Parnell
at 900 So. Grand, El Dorado Springs, Mis- a B a ptis t. Two placed memb ership Sunday Roak directed the singing. The preaching
so uri.
an d one m a d e confession the week before. ·and th e singing were good-two were bapJames D . Willeford sp oke h ere June 14, tized. A number had b ee n baptized shortly
Roy Burgess, .Maysville, Alabama, Jun e 22: thus t erminating s ix years of prospero us b efore th e m ee ting began. It was a pleasure
One restor ed here yesterday. Our goa l of work in this city. A. J. Kerr of Lincoln to be associated with Brother Frank Van
20<0 in Bible study was ;otlmost r eached. Park, Michigan, will mov e to Ma di so n the D:~<ke, also a brother in the flesh.
September 7th terminates my work her e and first of August, ·d evoting full time to his
I will be glad to correspond with another work and again giving us "a team h ere.
Elbert R. Garretson, 110 Elast Santa Fe,
congregation n eeding a preacher. Recently
Fullerton, California, June 17: Very recently
I traded my wire r ec ord er, and fiv e spools
J. Luther Dabney, 674 Ceylon, Eagle Pass, I c onduct ed a m eeting with the church In
of wire (new) and will be glad to Jet some T exa s , Jun e 11: We have enjoyed a pleasant Stockton. Brother ~ Arvll Lee and Russel
one have them v ery reasonably. Write m e year with the church here~ and regr e t that Burnl ey serve e fficiently as elders and
before July 5. There are two debates on it h a s become n ecessary for us to leave. But
Broth er Guss Eoff as local preacher. They
the wire, one of them Totty-Welch, and th e s ince w e first came, fat;nily after family
are doing a good work. Four were baptized,
other the Porter - Abecrol:nbie debate.
h as moved away until we feel that the two restored, and two identified. Ou r work
burd en is. falling · too heavily upon the In Fullerton shows real progress, through
T. Reginald Boley, 2825 Avenue E, Fort s houlders of a few. The church here needs
love and understanding, Bible study, and fiWorth 5, Texas, June 22: For a few weeks h e lp. Th ere are a number of openings in
nancially. I conducted a meeting in WaterI have been going to Rio Vista on Sundays. the school for n ew teachers and the church
ford where Rob ert Padgett preaches the
My visits there h,ave been very enjoyable would profit by Christian t eachers coming
truth. Three were baptized; two of them
to me. They now seem. to be in a fine work- here to teach. We· have made no arrangewere Catholics.
ing condition. There are m a ny good work- ments a nd will be glad to receive word
ers In the church, both men and women. from a "church desiring our services.
Lawrence Hazelip, 150t9 William Street ,
Their summer revival will begin July 10
Valdosta, Georgia, June 19: Nine were bapand continue for two Sundays. They anticiIra Y. Rice, Sr., 11()17 W. Eufala Street, tiz ~ d in a good t ent meeting at Bemis, six
pate a good meeting. The congregatie>n is
Norman, Oklahoma, June 7: I closed my mil es north of Valdosta. Three others have
an old church, dating to near the beginning
part of a vacation Bible school with the been b a ptiz e d at C entral since last report.
of the century or perhaps 'before. My work
Northwes t congregation in Lawton, Oklaho- Twe nty - e ight have been baptized in tl\e last
there Is only temporary. They know how
ma, last Friday, Ju·ne 12. I also conducted s ix w eek s. We enroll ed 365 in our vacation
to cause a man to be at ease.
a song drill for the church in connection Bible school. Average attendance was 261
with the Bible School.
Brother Loyd L. for the t en-day period. Paul Cantrell will
G . A. Dunn, 692 N. Van Buren Avenue,
Smith is th e efficient and faithful mini s ter preach at Central this summer. The church
Dallas 8, Texas, June 22: On Jun e 19 w e
for the church there. H e is doing a great her e is now supporting four preachers full
closed a meeting in a large tent in Ruswo rk with and for thos e . good p eople. 1 time. We have about 300 members. I b!)gin
sellville, Alaba ma, with t ent full and many
enjoyed my work . wjth them v ery much in Albany, Georgia, the 21st, where Forrest
outside In automobil es . . There wer e eleven
I am to begin a song drill for the church Chapman labors.
baptisms. Brother Chester Stout directed
·i n Lindsay, Oklahoma, next Monday night,
the singing in a fine way. Brother Hersh e l! Jun e 22. Success to th e Firm F o undati on
Stoy Pate, Memphis, Tenn ess ee, June 15:
E . Patton labors with the church and Is
The las t of May, Brother Melvin J. Wise
liked. Vicksburg and Oak Ridge, Mississip- s taff.
conducted a very successful meeting here.
pi, plann e d a meeting for Oak Ridge where '
Dennis Kellog. Box 363, Hollid ay, T exas : Thirt een we.re baptized, ten r es tored, and
I baptiz e d more than a hundred over fifty
The ch urch here r ecently sent m e to Monu -· ·thirteen plac ed m embership. Since the meetyears ago. We began yesterday with two
me nt, N ew Mexico, to hold a mis sio n m ee t- ing, five hav e been baptized, two restored,
sermons at Oak Ridge and dinner on th e
in g . Three souls were baptized, a lady and and one placed m e mbership. This makes 114
ground, and one sermon in Vicksburg at
her daughter, a nd a f in e young man who that h ave r espon ded in the last seven
night.
J. W. Evans works in Vicksburg.
had b een a Catholic altar boy. His folks m o n'ths. ·The first week of June ' we had the
turned against him and he gave th em up f irst h a lf of our vacl!-tion Bible school and
to be · a N ew Testament Christian. Our va- 380 were enrolled in the five days. The last
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK '
cation Bible school h ere .was a great sue- half will be the las t week of August and
CHURCH OF CHRIST
cess. We almost doubl ed the Baptists who we h~pe to enroll over 500 in the ten days.
800 S. Marks Avenue
ran one concurrently with ours. Broth er Paul Brother J. B. Cox Jed the singing during
Brooklyn 13, New York
Sou the rn pr eaches in a meeting here July the vacation Bible school and Brother Will
WILLIAM N. FRYER--Evangelbt
3-12. W e ext end, any who m a y be passing Swinney l e d th e singing for the meeting.
ROGER W. HAWLEY-EvnngeU•t
th is way, a co rdia l invitation to stop with Both did fine work.
u s.
Sundny-10:00 A.AI. and 6:00 P.M.
James F. Fowler, 40,3 Church Street, ColWednesday-7:30 P.lU.
H. E . Seidnteyer, Box 140., Seymour, T exas, l ege Station, Texas, Jun e 22: Y es t erday was
Phone: PResident 4-47~
Jun e 16: The last Sunday in May brought a good day at the A&M Church of Christ.
to a close three very h ap py a nd eventful T wo were baptized, one was restored and
years in the ministry as we closed our work fou r placed m embership. One was restored
Seat 'Them in Comfort with the Broadway congr egation in Gain es- and placed memb er s hip the Sunday before
Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber
v ill e, T exas. Along with an entirely ne'Y ·w hil e I was in a m eeting in B e lt9n, Texas.
phys ical plant including a n ew a uditorium Fou r diff ere nt members of t.he church did
and education a l building, · the congregation the preac hin g w hile I was away . Four othhas s lightly more than tripled. The bre.t h - e r m e n of th e loca l congregation will preach
ren were f o rtunate to enga ge Brother Dick while I am away in July for a meeting in
Powell of G l enrose as evangelist to succeed San Marcos. Our local non - student memberm e in the work. We pra y for th e m a nd ship is s m a ll, but most of the men can fill
their continued s ucc ess. We ·are looking for- in for the preacher when he Is gone. We
ward to a good work with the church ·in also have several students who do a good
S ey mour, T exas. All correspondents please job of preaching. We are enjoying our new
building.
note my change of address.
Rl-3595 DALLAS 2126 . Jackson

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
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.Logan Buchanan, Dallas, Texas, June 16: town, at Mexia, at 27th Street at Fort
We are pleased to recommend to you Broth- Worth, and at th e fine church in Farmers
er Solon Bailey, who for thirteen years Branch, near Dallas. Since he changed his
preach e d for the non -class brethren, doing position, he has preached at Central in Clelocal work at several places with them. H e burne, Glen Rose, Plano, Letot ch urch, and
has preached locally at Locust and Seventh has spoken In our building in Dallas. We
in Abilene, four and a half years in Robs- r ecommend Brother Bailey to yo u · for gos pel meetin gs or for lo cal worlc
He has
been supporting his family with secu lar
100,000 SOLD
work since h e made the chance, · but n eed s
to be bacl< in th e church worl< where his
BIBLE BRIEFS
heart li es. He can be reached in Dallas at
11654 Harry Hines Boulevard, Phone NI-77364. Brother Bailey gives the Brownfield
SERMON OU'TILINES
debate mu ch credit for his change of v i ews,
G. H. P. Showalter and W. M. Dav..
·but his own personal study and deep sin A New Printing o! the Enlarged Edition
cerity have forced him to do what no debate
Prlce1 00 cents; Dozen, ~.SO
would have caused. Th ese many brethren
We have just printed several thousand who are c hanging over on this question
Th ey have great talent
copies o! "Bible Briefs and Sermon Out· n eed to be used.
and abilities, and nearly every one of them
lines."
Printed on the specially thin, opaque pa- is now doing very excellent work with our
"
per with clear, bold type; 216 pages, so thin congregations.
that it may conveniently be carried in the
J. B. Barnett, Box 397, Chillicothe, T exas,
vest pocket.
June 15: It has been some t im e since I have
Contains Nearly 200 Subject and Sermon
sent in a report, however, I have been busy
Outlines
in the Lord's vineyard. We moved here from
A comprehensive view o! the Bible in its Munday in December. One was baptized h er e
relation to man as set ' forth in a series ot last evening, formerly a Baptist. This makes
sarlptural themes by which the Bible be- s ixteen responses to the Lord's invitation
comes Its own interpreter.
since we moved h e r e . We just concluded a
"The Bible," "Unity of very successful vacation Bible schooL This
the Bible," "Composition of was their first to try h ere. Brother W. E .
the Bible," "Facts About
the Bible," "Helps for Bi- Burkham of Btirl<burnett will ho_ld our sumble Readi-ng," "Rules for mer meeting, beginning July 27. The breth Bible Study," ''The Dis- ren h ere are sending me to Riverton, Wyopensations of Religion,"
"Proper Diyision of the ming to help them 'in a meeting beginning
June 24th. Brother Stanley Shipp has done
'.Vord of God," etc.
S c r i p t u r a 1 references and is doing an outstanding work with that
throughout the out lin es. congregation that had its beginning last
A most wonderful book
of serm ons on the funda- summer. I enjoy reading the Firm Foundamentals and on congrega- tion and noting the progress the church is
tional
development.
To making. May we all realize our responsibility
these extensive outlines
is
added
the
famous and worJ< even harder in the future.
"Hedge's Rules o! HonorHaskell T. Englund, 211 East B Street,
able
Contro versy,"
set
forth by Dr. Levi Hedge, Waurika, Oklahoma: Tom Brown directed
which Rules are ·generally the singing and I did the preaching in a
accepted and us.ed by demeeting at the Gregory Chapel church of
.
haters.
Remember, this is not only the latest but Christ near Alma, Arkansas, May 25th
the "Enlarged Edition".
Every preacher through Jun e 3rd. Bill Guymon did the
should have at least one copy !or his own preaching and I directed the singing in our
personal use.
meeting here in Waurika June 5-13 . Two
This book, we believe, has no superior 8.1! were baptized and one was r esto r ed. We
a book !or study in cl<Lss work. It is very also had a very fine Vacation Bible School
peculiarly adaptable as a text !or a class in con junction with the meeting. The foun o! leaders and prospective preachers. Not· dation digging has _b een completed and we
withstanding the high cost o! production, are r eady to begin pouring the foundation
the price remains the same, that is 60c per for our new qui!d ing. Peace and harmony
copy postpaid, or $5.50 per dozen. Why not prevail, interest is high, and we are loo king
send your order today? I! you have never forward to so m e very busy and profitable
seen this book, you will be amazed at the months- in the- .Lord's work. Remember us
fullness and enormous volume of Its con- in your prayers and visit us when passing
tents.
this way.
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Tillft s. Teddllc, Ennis, T exas, June 22:
A young mother, formerly a .Baptist, was
baptized Sunday. Her hu sband placed membership with the local congregation.
The
Normal Music school at McLean, T exas,
opened Jun e 22 with 13 8. The enrollment
will lik ely reach 200 this year. I begin a
m ee ting at Buffalo,- Texas, July 5.
!Uurrey W. Wilson, Mountain View, Oklahoma, Jun e 22: I have resigned my work
h ere to accept the work in Bentonville, Arkansas, and will begin there about the middle
of August. The church h ere is in good condition. It has a good church building and
two bedroom home for the 'minister. Any
minister of the gospel interested in this
work shou ld write the elders in care of A.
S. Lack. Harmony and love , prevail in this
good congregation.
Preston Cotham, 2000 Oakland Boulevard,
Fort Worth, Texas, June 15: Brother Hulen
Jackson of Dallas closed a very fine meeting with us last evening with s ix baptized
and two memberships. A vacation 'Bible
school was held each day during the meeting in which we had a daily average attendance of 240. Last month was a fine
month for the Meadowbrook congreg~tlon
with 15 additio n s. Our budget for the rest
of the year cal-ls for $835 a week so as to
retire all indebtedness on our building and
get r eady to build our main auditorium.
We now have 400 members and are l ess than
two years old.
Joe H. 1\Iorris, 2707 Kentucky Avenue, Paducah, Kentucky, June 8: Yesterday marked
the first anfiiversary of the completion of
o ur new building at Clements Street. It was
a great day in the life of this great congregat ion. Lord's· day Bible sch ool has been
consistently over three hundred the past
three weeks, and mid-week Bible study over
200 each week. Last Lord's day we had 304 ;
last Wednesday' even in g we had 219. Contribution last Sunday was $532.41. The past
two and one-half years' growth has been
phenomenal, · the future has even brighter
prospects. Two have been baptized and one
r estor ed recently. Brother Roy Cogd•lll holds
our meeting beginning Ser>tember 3.
'l'ice Elkin .., 4428 Gresham Street, San Diego 9, Cal11'ornia, June 16 : When you read
this in the paper, the writer will be in El
Paso, T exas, in Southwest Ge.neral Hospital.
Low altitude corrected all heart ailments,
but the damp, cold, and foggy mornings
are provin g too much for an old lung trouble, so I must get bacl~ to the care of my
old stand - by, Dr. R. H . Homan, for treatment of that, and the dry, warm climate.
It will require at least a m onth in the hosp ital, perhaps lon ger, to e.nable me to go
back to my h ome in Alamogordo. My address
after you_ read this will be Southwestern
Genera l . Hospital, E •l Paso, Texas, and send
yo ur prayers to heaven for my recovery.
C. Ray 1\liller, 20·8 South Witte, Poteau,
Oklahoma, Jurie 18: Our local meeting closed
at Poteau last night. The r esults: three
baptized into the Lord-two teen-age girls
and a lady in her late sixties, the oldest
person I have ever baptized. Due to the fact
that Brother L em mons could not be with
us as was scheduled, I did th e pr eaching.
The crowds were excellent, support from
surrounding congregations splendid.
The
"outsiders" ,in Poteau attended well. Many
heard the gospel for the first time. My wife
and I are spending one day visiting in
•Searcy, Arkansas, with my parents, and on
the campus o! Harding College. Saturday
night I begin a meeting at Moten, Arkansas,
and also a vacation Bible school.

Tu~y,
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Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, .June 22:
Brethren Wilmeth and Baker preach and
sing in our gospel meeting. Five have been
baptized so far . The enlarged ~ auditorium
has been comfortably filled · much of the
. time. The church is on high ground.

Jbnmy JiTide~, Sheffield, T exas, .June 17;
The dates for the Pec<>s River Encampment
have been set for July 10-19. We will be
able to accommodate mo-re people than ever
before as we have a new boy's dormitory
, and are enlarging our teaching program.
Bible classes a re provided f9r every age
<group with special classes being conducted
·for Bible teachers and singers. ' Brother
Reub e n Stanley will teach a c lass on "Mak ing a Christian Home" and Brother R. C.
Bell will teach on "Church Government."
. Bible classes , a sunrise d e votional, gospel
-· singing, preaching twice a; day, combined
' with Christian fellowship will make this a
spiritual feast long to be r e membered.
Ranch styl e barbecue is a _daily treat. All
-of the meals are prepared over the camp
· fire by skilled cooks and served on the
grounds . A well supervised recreation program has been :?xranged for the young peo ple. Write me for further information.

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

,:-r.mccs.; tout.Ri\U-NT _co.
·~rr:" :· ~~it:c,·;;"_lexcis
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Paul Southern, 1642 College Drive, Abilene, Texas, .Jun e 15:
One wa~ baptized
during the meeting in Wharton, Texas. Good
interest and attendance prevailed throughout the meeting. A Vacation Bible School
was held in connection with the llleeting.
The average daily attendance was 246. Mrs.
Southern and I assisted with the school. I
am n·ow (.June 12-21) engag·ed in a meeting
with the Southside church in Mineral Wells.
Mrs. Southern is conducting a training
course for . primary teachers at Tenth and
Francis in Oklahoma City.
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Guy w. Sims, .Jr., Hamlet, Nebraska, .June
15: I have preached recently In a gospel
mt>eting
in
C h eyenne, 'Wyoming.
Good
crowds in spite of bad weather. One was restored. Recently I r eturned to Indiana for
a vacation and preached for the church a t
14th and 5th Avenue In 'l'erra Haute. I also
preached for the church in- Crawfordsville
and Greencastle, Indiana. I go next to Ogallala, Nebraska, for a gospel meeting. In the
near future, I will ·r eturn. to Cheyenne . for
surge r y designed to improve the quality of
my voice. Th e church is progressing at
Hamlet. V. M. Gilbert of Des Moines, Iowa,
preached here recently. There are several
small congregations in this area that need
preachers who can ·partly help support
th<;m selves while preaching the gospel. A
fine opportunity for som·e young man. Interested preachers sho uld contact me at
the a.bove a ddr ess .

E. D. Green, 221 E ·. Garfield Street, Del
Rio, Texas, June 21: After nearly five years
with the church iri Del Rio, I have r es igned
my work her e to accept the work with the
church at Bryan, Texaxs . I am to_ mov e to
Bryan on the first of August. My address
after that date will be 1404 Hoppess Street.
This has been one of the mo s t pleasant
worl<s of my life. No one has been selected
V ACA'l'JON BIBLE S·CHOOL
to work with the church in Del Rio yet.
A,T 'I'HOR.P SPRING, TEXAS
The brethren are inter es ted in securing an
able preacher about thirty-five years of
A. R. Holton
age. If you are interested in the work
The encampment at Thorp Spring· takes
here, please contact the elders or send your
the form of a bo a rding schoo l for students
application to me and I will see that it
and others ;who come. The date is July 20~gets in the hands of the e-lders.
31. The space is limited and- reservations
Vernon J, Galtllgnn, 11404 Barnes Avenue, should be made at once. The vacation Bi Dallas, T exas, June 16 : I preached for the ble school is desi g ned for all ages. In addiCockrell Hill Church of Christ, Sunday, June tion to the boarding students, young people
7, and June 14 in the absence of their regu- within driving distances of Thorp Spring·
lar minister, Charles C. Goodnight, who was come and spend the day. The. boarding faholdin g a gospel m eeting at Sco tland Drive cilit ies are limited. Write Miss Jewel Wathere in Dallas where I labor. This congre- son, Thorp Spring, Texas, for reservation
gat ion has three services each Sunday due and inf ormation .
---------0----~--to the fact that th e ir present building is
too small to hold all the people for the
A PREACHER IS NEEDED
morning worship. They have morning wors hip at 8:45 a.m. and again at 11:80 a.m.
In the city of Georget_own, South Carolina,
They are erecting a new auditorium which the church of ouT Lord numbers about ten
will eliminate one of the morning services so uls. These fai.thful br ethr.e n have accum uupon completion. I certainly enjoyed the lated approximately one thousand dollars
association and feilowship with th ese p eo ple with which to purchase a lot on which they
of God. I have time to conduct a meeting hope to erect a building. One of the breth-.
or so near Dallas this summer from Monday ren has been driving from Charlestc:>n each
through Saturday. If you desire my services, Lord's d ay to preach for them but they
contact me soon.
feel the ne ed of having someone with th em
who can de vo te all his time to the work.
This is a virgin field and som e church
that is abie , could do no better than to
send a man to Georgetown to preach the
gospe l ther e. Georgetown is a city of about
6,000 population and has one o·f the largest
paper mills in the nation. This is their principle industry. All communications should
be addressed to the e lders of the church at
Charleston, South Carolina, Sans Souci at
Thumb Indexed
Hester Streets.

EXHAUS-TIVE
CONCORDANCE

1809 Pages

$11.75

of the Rible
By James Strong

The only complete concordance of the English Bible, Strong's
presents every word in the Bi~le in the passage in which it
oco.Jis-and in exact alphabetical order. The one qnfailing
author ity in its special field, Strong's is really four complete
books in one-The Main Concordance; a Comparative Concordance in which the Authorized Text is compared with
certain Revised Versions, both English and American; a
Dictionary of the Hebrew Bible; and a Dictionary of the
Greek 8 Testament. The standard concordance_ of all tizpe,
complete and unabridged,

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin, TeJ~:as

Edition

$12.75

--------0-------lUY

CALL FOR

~IINNESOTA

Wn:rren W. Haesly, JU.D .
In the state of Minnesota, there a r e only
about five Joyal cong r egat ion s of th e church
of Christ. More are needed, es pecially because the digressiv-e church which exists
there could be influenced by strong l eader ship. It is my desire to see a co ngregation
estab li shed at Winona, Minnesota., a city of
27,00,0 in th e so uth eastern corner of the
state. Wayne Mickey at Rochest.!lr, Minne- sota, is a lready broadcas_ting a weekly radio
program in Winona. vVayne n eeds help in
his efforts t o evange liz e Minnesota. Winona
is the n ex t logical place to establish a work .
I hope while I am in '.fexas to !ind th is s upporting congregation . · All we need is a congregation willin g and able to pay th E\ salary
of aR evangelist to work in Winona. · If you
are at a ll inte reste d, contact' \-V'arre\' VV.
Haesly, M.D., 147 Pinecrest, San Antonio,
Texas, or Wayne Mickey, Box 852, Rochester, Minnesota, or the Firm Foudation Publishing House.
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MAJES Tl C
HYMNAL
ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION
_,

-COMMENDATIONS-

I have received my copy of the MAJESTIC
HYMNAL. My wife and I have examined
every song, and we think it is the best of
all your works. I want to say to the congregations
throughout
the
brotherhood
where I have conducted meet ings ths past
fifty years: "BUY IT."-TOM WALKER.

Such gifted singers as Acuff and Evridge,
Taylor and Edmiston, Kelley and Boring,
and many other leading song writers and
singers of the church seem to be fully represented as contributors to this work. This
book will find a warm welcom e in many
congregations. Th e songs of hope and love
which it contains will stir the hearts of
• * *
We rejoice with the publishers of Majestic old and young to deeper reverence and godHymns for they have toiled into the night ly living. Thanks a million for -the copy
to produce a song book that would meet you have sent to me.-TILLIT S. TEDDLIE.
the needs of the churches everywher e and
TO ALL · SINGERS AND SONG LEADERS:
in all places. Each song is a gem and will
have a spiritual effect in congregational I "write this message to you to declare that
I have just r eceived and closely examined
and group singing.-J. · G. DOOLEY.
a copy of MAJESTIC HYMNS. the brand
new song book just off the Firm Founda Have never seen a book that to me was tion press, and that I cannot recall a single
more appealing. My son and I went through gospel song pook of th e past forty years
the book-"N!ajestk Hymns"-last even ing that so completely justifies its title, Truly,
and he agreed with me that it is a master- it is MAJESTIC. ThPlle hundred and twentypiece of poetry, music and scripturaln ess eight songs. Many . brand new songs, many
and suitableness to any and evevy occasion. of the favorites of the past, suitable for
• • *
every purpose where good singing is deI have received and thorough ly examined sired and truth taught. Thi s book has my
a copy of the new Majestic Hymnal. I find heartiest commendation, and I u:rge a thouit to be an excellent compilat ion of good sand churches to order them in large lots.
gospel songs, and I am sure it will soon be- -TICE ELKINS.
come a very popular so ng book among the
* •
congregations throughout the brotherhood.
I received your song book, Majestic Hymns,
There are many numbers worth far .more and I think this is one of the fin est b ooks
than th e pric e of th e book. Hearty con- I have ever had the pleasure of looking
gratulations to you upon the completion through, and I hav e been using song books
of this fine boolc-ELBERT V. KELLEY, fo1~ a lo ng tim e.-J. W. BRAGG, Arkansas.
Texas. ·
• • •
Our new books wer e h ere by the time I
• * *
After a partial exam in a ti on of The Ma- arrived. Looks good to have a n ew book
j estic Hymnal I find many of the so ngs we with a lot of new songs that can be used.
used to sing in the happy years gone by. -EDGAR FURR.

• • •

• • •

Sample copy sent free to song leaders in the churches, for examination.
TWO BINDINGS: Fine maroon cloth, head-band, marker, stained edges,
copy, $1.10 postpaid; In lots of 100 or more, 85 cents per copy. Flexible
leatherette, 80 cents per copy; In lots of 100 or more, 75 cents p_er copy.
Remittance shotJld accompany your order. This will save time.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
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FOUR ELDERS AND FIVE DEACONS
NEWLY APPOINTED AT RIVERSIDE IN
FORT WORTH

- Claude A. Guild
The eld ers and deacons of this congregation selected a committee of eight men from
thE? congregation about three years ago, to
seek out material that co uld be developed
into qualified elders and deacons. This committee faithfully worked and completed
their labor over a three year period tiy
recommending to the officers nine men.
These men wer e put before the congregation
and accepted without one written· complaint
against any of them. They were ordained
into to their offices May 31, 1953.
We are happy to announce the following
men as additions to our e ld ership and deaconship, respectively: Carl Bradshaw, H. B.
Bruce, Glenn Holden, and David P. Shore;
J. D. Brown, Seth Castleberry, Herman
Knowles and W. .F. Snelson.
These men
are a source of great strength to this congregation.
A. R. Holton, 145-5th Avenue N., Nash ville, Tennessee, June 17: Claudce McClung
of Arlington, Texas, will be glad to see all
ex - students at the reunion at Thorp Spring,
Texas, on Sunday, June 26.
Jolin M. Burnett, Box 973, A j o, Arizona:
Our spring meeting, March 15-22, with Clarence Gobbel of Tucson, Arizona, as evangelist, resulted in three baptisms and one res toration. Brother Gobbel did his part well,
preaching the gospel of Chilst In a forceful
way. I preached· at Mab l e and Santa Rita
congregation at Tucson on the Sundays
Brother Gobbel was here and enjoyed the
fellowship with the Christians there.
I
preached in a lectureship program · Tuesday
night, Apr il 7th, at Coo lid ge, Arizona.
Brother Arthur White is the minister there
and is doing a good work. I held a p1eeting
at Buckeye, Arizona, April 27 through May
6. One was baptized and two restored to
tlieir first lo ve.
Arthur Milton is their
11ocal minister and he led the song service
during the meeting. He is doing a good
work for the Lord at Bucl<eye. My meeting
time is filled for 1953 . The Lord willing, I

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure, unl eavened bread f€lr <;ommunion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and thre·e of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will lteep
indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
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could hold you a meeting in the summer of
1954. If you should like to have me hold
your meeting then write for a date soon.
The work here is · getting along fine and
the brethren are at peace. Two were baptized last week, one a Mormon, and the
other a Lutheran. A Presbyterian was baptized this week. One was restored not long
ago. 'All the praise belongs to God and his
son, Jesus . . Ajo is a mining tow'n of 8,000

WIDE RIM BREAD PLATE
10 in«hes in diameter
Highly polis-hed aluminum
bread plate ____________ $1.86

!fARROW RIM BREAD PLATE
t inches in diameter
Hf&'hly p<;~lished aluminum
bread plate _:._ _ ____ _____ $1.66

.&LVMINUM OFFEIUNG PLATE
10 inches in diameter
They have a heavy felt pad; maroon or green.
Blghly polished aluminum
offering plate __________ $2,90
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population and is in need of a dentist. I
wish some dentist who Is a faithful member of the church of Christ would move to
A j o. This is one of the healthiest parts of
Arizona, 135 miles west of Tu cson.
The
Phe lps Dodge owns and operates a large
open pit copper mine here. The wages are
good. The public school is also in n eed of
teachers.
Write to school superintendent
for information.

The Ideal
NON-COLLECTING TRAY
11 ~ in. Dia., Interlocking, DUilt
Proof. Can be stacked eight high
on one base.
· Highly polished aluminum tray
with 36 plain "glasses ____ $8.0D
Highly polished alumin,um tray
with 44 plaJ.n glasses ___ _ 11.00
Highly polished illuminum cover for above tray ________ 2.10
Highly polished aluminum
stacking base tor above
tray ------------------ !. 70

Our Special
SELF-COLLEOTJ;NG OUSBIONJilD
TRAY
13 ~ inch Diameter
Highly polished aluminum tray
·
with 36 plain glassea_ ___ uo.6o
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 11.60
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray______ 3.11
Highly polished aluminum
stacking base for above
tray ----------------3.00

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE

Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Church
Furniture Co •• 1-nc.
JACKSONVILlE. TEXAS

·Job

w.

Hedge, ' Representative

COMMUNION GLASSES
Plain glass,
No. 2, 1:14 in.ches tall (also 1%
inches tall) per doz. ____ -$1.20
Our No. 2 glass must be used with
wooden trays.
Gold band glasses,
No.'), 1 ~ inches tall, per doz._$1.86
Alu~inum cups, . per dozen ----·---$1.50

ALUM1"~ ffi'd (JO V.ER WITH
~IALTESE CROSS

(Furnished with Maltese cromil,
Greek cross or plain knob).
Engraving on covers (block)
_______________ lOc per letter
lnitials only 25 cents each

Order From

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
B9x 77, Austin 61;Texas
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Colle9e

EMPHASIZING
Christian living in daily Bible classes and daily ·Chapel services and where 96 per cent of the
1952-53 student body and all teachers of all courses are members of the church.

B. WATERSNow, Mrs. Francis

BETH LEACH
Now, Mrs. Howeth

The James F. Cox chapter of the Future Teachers of America is one of the largest student organi·zations on the campus of Abilene Christian College. Members of this chapter are Junior members
· of the Nati-onal Education Association and the Texas State Teachers' Association. The chief purpose of the chapter is to help interested students to become efficient teachers.
Each year representatives of the Abilene Christian College cJ_1apter attend the state meeting of
the Texas Association of Future Teachers of America. At that meeting a Miss Future Teacher of
Texas is selected. Each participant gives a short talk on "Why I Want to Teach." Contestants for
this honor come from a large number of colleges and universities in Texas. This coveted award
has gone to an Abilene Christian College student for three of the past four years. In the 1950
meeting at Denton, Texas, Miss Bonnielyn Waters was chosen for this honor. In 1952 at the Al-pine convention .Miss Shirley Belcher was the honoree. In the 1953 conclave held at Abilene Miss
Anita Wood was elected. Moreover, .in the 1951 gathering at Lubbock, Texas, when Abilene Christian College failed to place a student as Miss Future Teacher of Texas, another student, Miss Beth
Leach, was elected State President of F. T. A.
The pm·pose of the Department of Education in Abilene Christian College is to develop good
· teachers to teach in the public and Christian schools and to teach the word of God at every opportunity. The faculty in this department is composed of seven well qualified Christian teachers. Each
year approximately 1100 students take courses in Education. And each year there are approximately 75 graduates who major in Education.
Students who major in other departments find it very profitable to take courses in Education. For
example, a Bible major is greatly benefitted in his efforts to teach by acquainting himself with
h uman behavior and methods and techniques of teaching.
Graduate work in the Bible and Education Departments w,a s started at the beginning of the present summer session. ACC is a member of the Southern Association.
Write for catalogs and further informatiop..

Qbilet-te
Fully Accredited

Abilene, Texas

Emphasizing Christian Living .

FIRM FOUNDAT ON
1884
' Vol. 70, No. 27]

1953

Austin, Texas, Tuesday, July 7, 1953

[ $3.00 Per Year in Advance

National Weekly, World-Wide in Mfssion, Definite In Policy-the Defe~;~se of the Ancilmt Gol!lpel Delivered to the Salntl!l. Under Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Knoweth
them that are hls"-(2 Tim. 2:19)

W. M. DAVIS
Pe;:

With God

Peace with men is desirable. What is more unpleasant than

a disrupted relationship between neighbors? Paul writes,
"If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably

with all men" (Rom . 12:18). And this suggests that it may
be impossible . to live peaceably with some men. What ·Paul
says does not mean that we should sacrifice the truth to be
at peace with men. It does not mean that we should be
• neutral on an important subject just in order to live peaceably with other people. But it does mean that we should not
indulge in provocative criticism when it is not necessary.
But peace with God is much more important than peace
with men. Paul says-, "Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Rom. 5:1). Again he says, "For he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of
partition between us;. having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances;
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making
peace" (Eph. 2 : 14, 15).
The supreme purpose of Christ's death was to make it
possible for all men to be at peace with God-both Jews and
Gentiles. ''And that he might reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain the enmity theveby" (Eph. 2:
16). All God-fearing people are at peace with each other when
t h ..y are at peace with God : The only place where men can
be reconcile~ to God and to each other is in the body of
Christ. Men are enemies of God by_ their wicked works (CoL
1: 21.,. They must be reconciled to God in order to have
. peace with God. "And you that were sometimes alienated
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath
he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreprovable in his sight."
Unconverted Church Members
Jude wi"ites of certain ·wicked men who had identified
t hemselves with the Lord's people. They "crer't in unawares."
Our opinion of men may be wrong. We may think a man
is a hypocrite when he is honest. And we may think that
one is sincere when he is a hypocrite. The Lord only can
distinguish clearly between an honest man and a hypocrite.
He sees the heart and knows the purposes of men. Paul said
to the elders of the church at Ephesus, "For I know this,
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the floek. Also of your ownselves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them" (Acts 20:29, 30). Such people are not true Chris-

.tians-they have not been genuinely converted. They are
hypocrites-wolves in sheep's clothing.
Jude paints a dark picture of these characters. He says,
"These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast
with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds . they are
without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit
withereth without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;
raging waves of the -sea, foaming 011.t their own shame;
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever." Such is the inspired description of the unconverted, hypocritical church member---,-spots in your feasts
of . charity, clouds without water, trees with withered fruit,
raging waves of the sea, wandering stars. Their doom is
certain. God knows every one of them, none can escape his
wrath.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

On Recognizing Dangers
Weldon B. Bennett
It has been pointed out that there are dangers in "con-

gregational cooperation," especially the danger that the matter will get out of hand a.nd result in the loss of local congregational autonomy. We admit there are dangers in thii
method of churc-h work just as there · are "dangers" in any
other church function. There are dangers in contributing
into a church treasury. (I know instances in which dishonest
men have robbed the Lord's money, but none of the preachers
have said members should stop giving). There are "dangers"
in preaching. (How many times have preachers split the
body asunder or led the church astray!) There are "dangers"
connected with taking the Lord's Supper. (M.any eat and
drink to their own condemnation); there are dangers in
public prayers, in singing. Yes, brethren, dangers are in relation to every item of worship and service, enough so that
we need to warn and admonish one another repeatedly. But
the fact th.at there are dangers present is no proof that the
thing is wrong per se. If we eliminated every function of
service in which dangers are prevalent we just couldn't do
anything! I see great dangers, for example, in having "broth·
erhood .papers." One editor can often have more power in
influencing the brotherhood thinking than 50 preachers. But
I'm not one for stopping our publications. They ca.n wield in·
estimable . power · for good., They can and do promote the
spreading of the gospel more than any one man could ever
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do simply by word of moutl:~ . . I thank 9-od for what the
press has been able to do for our work in Germany, and the
same can be said of the work in many · other nations where
the gospel has gone since World War II. What can be done
about the dangers involved in these publications? In love,
warn and help keep the men straight who are governing the
papers' policies. Such men as B. C. Goodpasture, Olan Hicks,
G. H. P. Showalter, et al, are !lot perfect and exempt from
the possibility of error.
There are all kinds of dangers related to foreign mission
work. During our more than four years' work in Germany we
have made mistakes; we have worked out plans and decided
later that they were not good. We have also ctuestioned the
:f·udgment of others in what they are doing. Instances have
proved we are right, others showed we were wrong ourselves.
Time alone must determine the wisdom of some decisions.
Through our errors we have learned much. We are not
throwing our hands up and saying it is a hopeless task just
because we are not 100 percent successful in every endeavor.
Some brethren challenge the scripturalness of several
churches sending funds to one group of elders to be used in
preaching the gospel in another locality. We believe the practice is in harmony with the Bible, hawever, and as proof we
want to consider two passages of scripture:
First, 1 Cor. 16:3, 4: "And when I arrive, whomsoever
ye shall approve, them will I send with letters to carry your
bounty unto Jerusalem; and if it be meet for me to go also,
they shall go with me." Here is what we learn .from this
passage: ( 1) Paul was contacting various congregations concerning collections for a needy cause in Jerusalem. ( 2) He
urged the churches to "approve" certain men as bearers of
those funds. ( 3) It is not stated iii. this passage whether
those "approved" at Corinth were the same ones "approved"
by other churches to carry the funds. (There is no reason,
however, to rule out that possibility).
Secondly, we notice 2 Cor. 8:16-23, "But thanks be to
God, who putteth the same earnest care for you into the
heart of Titus. For he acc.epted indeed our . exhortation; but
being himself very earnest, he went forth unto you of his
own accord. And we have sent together with him the brotl).er
whose praise in the gospel is spread through all the churches;
and not only so, but who was also appointed by the churches
to travel with lis in the matter of this grace, which is ministered by us to the glory of the Lord, and to show our readiness: avoiding this, that any man should blame u~ in the
matter of this bounty which j.s ministered by us: for we take
thought for things honorable, not only in the sight of the
Lord, but also in the sight of men. And we have sent with
them our brother whom we have many times proved earnest
in many things, but now much more earnest, by reason of the
great confidence, which he hath in you. Whether any inquire
about Titus, he is my partner and my fellow worker to youward; or our brethren, they are the messengers of the churches, they are the glory of Christ." In these verses we find
that: ( 1) At least one brother was "appointed by the cluu"Chles" to assist Paul and Titus in the receiving and delivery of
funds, and ( 2) the purpose of having others assist who had
been appointed by the churches was to avert any blame, which
we understand to mean "to avert any mistrust, any suspicion."
That was in a time when "cold cash" had to qe delivered in
person. That detail does not exist any longer as a problem
because of modern banking technique with its personal and
cashier's checks, money orders, telegraph and -cable. However,
a plinciple is involved which still holds. Brethren who are
gathering funds for a worthy project and chuFches who contribute should use utmost care that the money is properly
appropriated. I have heard · Brother ' Otis Gatewood relate
many times how he urged the brethren in many churches he
visited during the fall and winter of 1950-51 not to give
money to him personally. What was the wise thing to do?
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Either send it to some evangelists on the field or to a group
of men whose Christian deportment was beyond question and
where the possibility of misappropriation was less likely to
occur, namely, to that group of elders (no unscriptural "missionary society," mind you) who selected him and sent him
out and to whom he felt himself liable at all times. -B-rethren,
if the churches (plural) in Paul's day could select men to
accompany Paul in the matter of gathering funds, certainly
the principle will admit the ahurches of today entrusting
funds into the hands of a group of qualified, business-experienced Chri:itians.
In the case of raising funds in 1950-51 for church .buildings in Germany it was through the urgency of us .e vangelists
here that Brother Gatewood went to America. As far as I know
not one evg.ngelist in Germany was opposed to his performing this service. Only common sense should show the absurdity . of all of us leaving the work at the same tim.e to present
this need to the brotherhood. But we, unanimously, had confidence in the ability and trustworthiness of Otis to perform
this task.
If some of the critics could only know the circumstances
and if they could eliminate some ungrounded prejudices they
would be able to view the matter as we. One regret that we
have is, that not enough money was contributed at that time
to finish all of the buildings planned. Pric"es have continued
to rise and some of the buildings are in an unfinished state.
When Brother 9-atewood returned to America in 19 4 8 in ·
the interest of the German work, he talked to the . elders of
the Hillsboro church in Nashville, Tennessee, about the need
of a businessman in Germany to give counsel and to lead the
workers in the many business duties for which the evangelists
had no experience or time. We shall always Be grateful for •
Hillsboro's willingness to send and support J. C. Moore, Jr.,
who took most of this load from our shoulders that we might
have time "to give ourselves to the word of God." How often
have Dieter Goebel and I wished to have J. C. with us in
the preparation for our work in Hamburg! We have spent
not hours, . but days, in looking for a proper meeting place
and in talking to relators. J. C.'s business ability could now
help us immeasurably.
There is another matter that we believe · the brotherhood
should know. Some two years ago the finance ministers of
the tripartate occupation governments legalized the purchase
of ·"blocked German marks" . by foreigners who wished to
make property investments here. This was money which foreigners had previously invested plus gains from those investments. To prevent an economic collapse in the post-war
years these financiers made it illegal to transfer this money
to other. But as a result of continued improvement in , the
economy these powers now permit these marks possessed by
foreigners to be sold to other foreigners. Many holders of
blocked marks are thus willing to sell them at a reduced
rate. The market has fluctuated from eight to ten marks per
dollar two years ago to an average of seven marks per dollar
at the present time. But these purchased blocked marks may
be used only for securing real estate property. For all other
purposes the rate of the dollar is 4,.2 marks. Thus our readers
can see what a wonderful opportunity we have to invest now
in church buildings. We can do construction h ere for at least
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half the cost as in most American cities (two years ago it
was perhaps one-third). But only "cUrrency-foreigners" can
handle this money. Americans living in Germany as long as
six months are no longer considered "currency foreigners."
Thus, neither we nor Germans can purchase and use blocked
marks. We can only act with a power of attorney from "currency foreigners." This makes it imperative at the present
time for each building ·c onstructed to be purchased or leased
in the name of one of our congregations in tl~e states. Perhaps some will contend, "If a building is secured for a group
of German Christians it must be done in their name and not
by a church 5,000 miles away." But that is impossible. Later
when a group of brethren have developed to the point that they
can serve as "trustees" of an incorporation then the rights
can be trans~erred. Now, brethren, I do not read a word in
the Bible about a church incorporating and having "trustees," but I don't believe it is necessary to have such · details. The principles of the New Testament do, however, grant
us this liberty. It is not changing the organization of the
Lord's church, but, is . simply conforming to scripture which
commands us to "be in subjection to the powers that be."
We believe as strongly as any, however', ~hat the "powers that
be'' are limited. We are not to subject ourseives when called
upon to violate a divine command or principle.
Six months ago Edith and I, together with Dieter and ·
Margaret (Dunn) Goebel made the decision to begin a new
work in Hamburg, second largest city in ~ermany (over one
and one-half million population), located on the Elbe River
and near the North Sea. But we knew that we would need a
meeting place. ~n Germany it is practically impossible to
rent any kind of building without paying for the lease. I
wrote to Brother Claude Guild and the Riverside church in
Fort Worth and d~scribed our plans and needs. 'l'hese brethren relayed the matter to several congregations. The response
was good. Eighteen hundred dollars were sent for this cwork.
Seventeen other churches "approved" the men at Riverside as
trustworthy "bearers" of their funds. Then I wrote Riverside
for the power of attorney to spend this money in their name.
At this writing we have just signed a contract for the lease
of rooms in which to begin our work in Hamburg. The lease
stands in the name of the Riverside church. This situation is,
of course, not permanent. When we have comp~tent men in
the church in Hamburg and when the church here can fulfil
the necessary ' legal requirements in Germany, then the local
church will attend to these business affairs themselves.
We have cited this example to show our readers that it is
imperative at this time that some one congregation in the
states take the responsibility of such projects and that this
means of congregational cooperation is both scriptural and
often necessary.
Hamburg, Germany.

Is Christ's Kingdom EverlastingI
J. Luthe1• Dabney
Did the church, or kingd-om continue through the Dark
Ages, or did it languish and die? That ~s the question. Has
it continued from Pentecost to the present time?
Daniel prophesied of Christ and his reign saying, "And
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all the, peoples, nations and languages, should serve him:
his d-ominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed"
(Dan. 7: 1~). Again, "But the saints of the Most High shall
receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even
for ever and ever" (Dan. 7:18). Again, "And the kingdomand the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under
the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints
of the Most High: his kingdom is •an everlasting kingdom,
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and all dominions shall serve and obey him" (Dan. 7: 27).
Again, "And in the days of those kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor
shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another people; but
it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and
it shall stand for ever" (Dan. 2: 4 4.). Though Daniel wrote
the above he did not overlook the struggle lmd misfortunes
of the kin&dom. He spoke of an opposi:r;~-g king saying, "And
he shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear
out the saints of the most high; and he shall think to change
the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand
until a time and times and half a time" (Dan. 7:25). But
he did not foresee this enemy of all righteousness taking
over, for he had just said, "nor shall the sovereignty be left
to another people." With these scriptures before us, it must
be adDfitted that Daniel taught that the kingdom "shall not
be destroyed," the saints would possess it "even for ever and
ever," "his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,'" and "shall
stand for ever."
·
There are some who think that A. Campbell, B. W. Ston~,
either separately, or together with others restored the kingdom, or were responsible for it coming into existence again,
as if it had been blotted out. Some reason that there were
two dominions of the kingdom; that the first dominion was
not everlasting and was destroyed, but that the second dominion is everlasting after being restored. If this be true, what
Daniel said could not be true. Besides this, Paul would have
belonged to the first dominion, and he said of it, "Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cann-ot be shaken, let hs have
grace, whereby we may offer service well-pleasing to God
with reverence and awe" (Heb. 12:28). In verse 23 he had
called this kingdom the "church of the firstborn." Speaking
of the church in Eph. 3:21 Paul says, "unto him be glory in
· the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever
and ever." The margin reads, "all the generations of the
age of the ages."' Did Paul think the church would cease to
exist? If it did, how w~ Christ glorified in the church unto
all generations? Has there been a generation when he was
not glorified in it? That is the question.
Others have contended that the church or lwi.ngdom existed
theJ;J. only iu the seed. Now the Greek word translated church
means "the called out." Does the church exist where people have not been called out by the word? Is an egg and
a chicken the same thing? The word of God is the seed of
the kingdom. It is just that-the seed-not the kingdom.
They do not equal the same thing, therefore they do not
equal each other. The question is, Did the seed continue to
make Christians during the Dark Ages. If it did, the kingdom continued; if it did not only the seed existed. Wind
can produce rain, but wind does not necessarily produce rain.
"Seed time and harvest" are not the same thing. Many a
farmer wishes at harvest time he could get his seed back.
The word-the seed-will produce Christians, and Christians
compose the church, if it makes anything. But, whether it
makes anything depends upon whether or not it is planted,
and where.
Since I have never seen some of the arguments in print
that I am going to use, and since a clarification of this issue
would add much to our understanding on this point, I not
only invite you to consider the following, but to point out
any weakness you may detect. I find that the book of Revelation deals with some of the same issues taught in Daniel, and
in some instances is a commentary on that book. The question before us is an example.
Da.niel said, "He shall speak words against the Most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High . . . and they
shall be given into his hand until a time and times and half
a time." This last is found in Revelation also: and corresponds with "forty and two months," and "one thousand,
two hundred and sixty days" which is generally understood
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to be 1260 years. In Daniel it is the time d¥ring which the
saints are worn out; in Revelation 12, the time the church is
in the wilderness. I think Revelation 12 answers our question fully, and many others.
In this chapter, under the figure of a woman, the church
was about to give birth to a man who was to rule all nations
with a rod of iron. Tl1is takes us back before the beginning
of the great persecution, when the church was experiencing
a ph enomenal growth wh ich would have resulted in the kingdoms of this world becoming the kingdoms of our Lord
throu gh her influence.
(See the promise, Rev. 2:26, 27.)
But, alas, at this same time Satan, using the "secular arm"
of the church of Rome stood as a great red dragon, and
destroyed a third of its leader s, symbolized as stars, and
"cast them to the earth." When the woman trayailed and
brought forth (showing tha t persecution short of a bsolute
destruction could not prevent its growth) · the dragon devoured h er child. Under such persecution t he church could
not become the ruling factor in the earth, but this did not
destroy her . However, there was but one way that the church
co ul d be preserved from the designs of Satan an d the diabolical hand of Rome. "And there were given to the woman
the two wings of the great eagle, that she might fly into the
wilderness unto her place, wh ere she is nOJ.trished for a time,
and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent."
Here is Daniel's time. But again, "And the woman fled into
the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that
there they may nourish h er a thousand two hundred and
threescore days." Ca.u anyone rea d the foregoing and believe
that the writer is talking about the word of God, rather than
the church itself? Now here is the part I have never seen in
_print, though it may be, and I believe it worthy of consideration.
God who has known a1l things from the beginning, has
fore shllidowed every important thing pertaining to the church.
When Israel fell away from God and followed Baal, just as
Paul said there would be a falling away after ·the man of
sin (2 Thess. 2:34), God sent Elijah into the wilderness
(Watch the similarity) where he fed him for three and onehalf years, or for 1260 days; the same number of years the
woman was in the wilderness. During these years, through
every kingdom Ahab searched but could not find Elijah. In
like manner the church was hidden in the wilderness in a
• place known only to God. Elijah thought that he was alone. .
sayin g, "Lord they have killed thy prophets, they have digged
down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my
life. But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have
left for myself seven thousa nd men, who have not bowed
the kn ee to Baal" (Rom . 11:3, 4). Because we cannot trace
the ch urch from the present back to the beginning do es· not
prove that it ceased to exist. Nor do es the fact that we do
n ot kno w where God preserved her argue against her being
preserved. If God preserved seven thousand men , unknown
to Elijah, co uld h e not as easily have preserved the church .
W h a t else does Revelation, chapter 12 teach?
Eve who was a typ e of th e chur ch was attacked by Satan
thr ee times. The woman in Revelation 12 has been attacked
once, and h as found refuge in th e wilderness. Satan was
defeated . "And th e dragon prevailed not . . . And the
g r eat dragon wa~ cas t down" (Verses 7, 9). This first <Lttack
was a persecution. "He persecuted the woman. that brought
forth the man ch ild" (Verse 13 ).
In his second attack he chan ged his method. "And the
serpent cast out of his mouth after the· woman water as a
riv er, that he might cause her to be carried away by the
stream" (Verse 1.5) . He resorts to false teaching. Jesus
had safd, "He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath
said, from within him shall flow rivers of living water. But
this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed on him
were to receive " (Jno. 7:38, 39). This was the means by
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which the church was to be nourished. The Word of God
would flow from within the Spirit-filled apostles as a river.
Having failed in his attempt to destroy the church through
persecution, the dragon no w imitates the apostles. There
issues from his mouth a flowing river of false teaching calculated to drown the woinan. But in this second attempt
upon h er h e f ail ed also, because "the earth helped the woman, and th e earth opened her mouth and swallowed up the
river which the dragon cast out of his mouth." This no
doubt is a re:llerence to the Reformation which helped her by
restoring the Bible to its rightful place, and focusing attention on the f a lse doctrine, and corrupt practices of the
church of Rome. This diversionary action relieved the pressure. The Dragon failed in his second attempt to destroy
the ch urch . "And the dragon waxed wroth with the woman,
and went away t o make war with the rest of h er seed, that
keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of
Jesus" (Verse 17 ).
I h ave tried to avoid speculating with regard to exact dates,
but of this I think I can ·s peak with certainty. The devil
fail ed to d estroy the ch urch during the 1260 years when she
was preserved of God in the w ilderness, "and went away."
Persecution could not destroy her, neither could the river of
false teaching coming from his mouth, so he went away. But
to whom did ·he go? "He went to make war with the rest
of her seed." The seed in this case is not the "seed of ~he
kingdom"' but those ·that "keep the commandments of God."
Note this: To make war with the seed of th e woman he went
away. She ' yas in the wilde1;ness but her seed was not in the
wilderness. The ch urch as we now it today was never in
the wilderness because we live this side of that period. Having f ailed to des troy the church then, do not be surprised
when you hear that he is warring against us, for we are her
seed to whom he has come. "Unto him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever
and ever." Amen, and Amen.
6 7 4 Ceylon, E agle Pass, Texas

Studies In Galatians (No. 19)
R.C.Bell
The religion of the flesh and the religion of the Spirit are
mutual opposites. In the mble a group of closely interlocked words a nd phrases (flesh, old man, body of sin, natural
man, world, law, sin, death) are descriptive of the former.
Another group, similarly interlocked, (spirit, spiritual man,
new man, grace, cross, church, righteousness, life) are descriptive of the latter. There , is no interlocking between the
groups, however; they are as distin ct as are sheep and
goats.
After saying that the J udaizers, though they pretended to
be th e best Christians in Galatia, selfishly gloried in the flesh. Paul, as the antithesis, says: "But far be it from me
to glory, save in the cross of our· Lord J es us Christ." That
is, their ch ief satisfaction, joy, and crown was, hypocritically,
to build u p in th e church a legalistic party, ·w hile P aul's
chief deli ght and glory was in the cross. "The em blem of
s ufferin g and shame. . . . so despised by the world." Elsewhere, Paul says that Christians, "Worship by the Spirit
·of God, glory in Christ Jesus, and h ave no confiden ce in the
flesh ' " (Phil. 3:3).
The Cross
The irreconcila ble wa:r(are between God and Satan came
to a crisis in the decisive cross or Christ, where God is revealed at his very best and Satan at his very worst. As Ghrist
faced the cross he said: "Now is the judgment of this world:
now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I
be lifted up from the earth (on the cross), will draw all
men unto myself" (John_l2:31, 32) . In the invincible strat-
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egy of God. Christ's being crucified by Satan through his world
became the means of ultimately casting out usurping Satan
,and his d·oomed, corrupt system of goverment over the world,
which at that time was represented by the Roman Empire
.and Caesar. As David slew the fallen Goliath with his own
·sword, so G"od by the resurrection of Christ snatched Satan's
weapon out of his hand and turned it against him. In this
long conflict, .Adam sided with Satan, and Christ with God;
neither could be on both side:?.
The struggle, as seen between Christ's church and Satan's
world, yet divides men. "What con-cord hath Christ with
Belial? or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever?"
( 2 Cor. 6:15). The church and the world will not amalgamate.
The confusion, wickedness and misery of the world are no
more -displeasing to God than are the pride and works of
the world; the sin of the rebel flesh and the righteousness
of the rebel flesh are both abominable to him. Christians,
being identified with Christ as they are, can be rejected and
hated by the world, which has never repented of murdering ·
Christ. "If the world hate you, ye know it hated me before
you . . . because ye are not of the world, but I chose you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John 15: ~
18, 19).
"Jesus suffered without the gate" of Jerusalem, and
"without the camp" of Judaism. (See Heb. 13:11-14). Although this scripture originally pleaded with Jewish Christians not to desert Christ, but to cleave to him, become
strangers, pilgrims, even outcasts with - him, as he literally
"went out, bearing the cross for himself," it still applies to
all Christians of all races. The cross no more separatet~
Christians from their sins than it separates them from the
world; it no more brings them peace with God than it . brings
them war - with the , flesh. To help Jewish Christians first,
and all Christians since, not to think the narrow gate, the
strait way, and the separated life too difficult, or even unreasonable, this scripture closes: "For we have not here an
abiding city, but we seek after the city which is to come."
Indeed, this is still timely monition for worldly Christians:
And who can say it so well as Paul said to the Galatians
long ago, "The world hath been crucified unto me, and I
unto the world."
A New Creation
" For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumc1s10n,
but a new creature.'' This verse is the very heart of Galatians, even ·of Christianity. All along, Paul had been tnundering; "If ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the
law"; thunderjng, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty" to grow in conformity tp the universal principle of
life aond growth in all realms-the principle that growth proceeds from within to without, never the reverse. When men
give themselves over to God in the Christian way, such a renewal takes place in their spirits that a covenant of law is
no longer needed to curb their flesh. And, since Christians
are the first and only men ever - to experience this constitutional, spiritual renewal, they are properly a new creation.
"Wherefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature
(both here and Gal., ASV, have alternative readin gs, "a
new creation"): old things are passed away; behold, they
are become ntw. But all things are of God" ( 2 Cor. 5:17,
18). Most men, even some Christians are lamentably slow
to learn that only the God who created them in the beginning can re-create them after discreative Satan has bruised
their heads.
Lazarus and a few others have been called back from
death to live again in- their same, resuscitated bodies until
released by death again. But the body in which Christ lived
after he came back from death was a strange, new creation.
It was a type of human body with 'Which earth is unacquainted
- a spiritual body-adapted to a spiritual eternity. Christ's
new body is not only the "firstfruits" of the bodies to be
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raised at his coming; it is · also a symbol of his body, the
another new creation. Before the church was created,
mankind consisted of only two cla,s ses of men-Jews and
Gentiles. Out of willing individuals from these two classes,
Christ created a "new man, so making peace" (Eph. 2:15),
thus creating a third class of men, in which "neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision." "Give no occasion
of stumbling, either to Jews, or to Greeks, or unto the church
of God" (1 Cor. 10:32).
What makes legalists legalists is they fail to see that the
transition from legalism Celements of the world, Judaic or
otherwise) to Christianity is a change of religious center
from flesh to Sp'irit, from man to 9od. Christ calls this essential, -c onstitutional change, that really makes old things
new, a new birth. This spiritual birth is what makes Christianity a new creation, a new covenant. Christians who fall
into legalism, Galatians teaches, "are severed from Christ
. . . are fallen away from grace," and have the same old,
futile religion of the flesh, which men had before God in
grace came to die for them, and to indwell and to strengthen
them "with power through his Spirit in the inward man."

cht~rch,

Interest In North Carolina
A. R. Holton
Robert Rigdon, a graduate of Abilene Christian College,
began work on June 14, 1953, with the church of Christ at
Waynesville, North Carolina. Brother Rigdon is being supported by the 11th and Willis Streets Church of Christ in
Abilene, Texas. W. R . .Smith, vice president of Abilene Christian College, is the minister .o f this congregation. The Wa:)!"nesville church is a relatively new congregation. They have recently completed a building well located and adequate for
the present needs.
Brother W. R. Smith writes us that his interest was aroused
in North Carolina by attending the Blue Ridge Encampment
at Blue Ridge, North Carolina. Brother Smith was one of the
faculty members and did part of the teaching during this
meeting. The churches in North Carolina were given an opportunity to express their needs. Brother Smith learned something of the needs and opportunities of the ch-u rch at Waynesville. The elders of the Willis Street church in Abilene, because of the interest of Brother Smitht chose Robert Rigdon
to work with the congr·egation in Waynesyille. Brother Rigdon is a young man of zeal and integrity and we are looking
forward to hearing great things of the church in Waynesville.
Let me point out tha t the Blue Ridge Ca~p Meeting has been
successful in that it has called attention to this great mission
field. We are hoping that the camp meeting July 18-24 of
this year wm bring further results.
Waynesville is at the door of the great Smoky Mountain
National Park. It is a few miles out of Asheville and only a
few miles from Blue Ridge, North Carolina. Many visitors
from this section come to ·waynesville as well as other towns
near the Smoky Mountain National P'ark. Visit this great
scenic wonderland and see for yourself the great open door
for the church in the two states of North and South Carolina.
Filled witli the finest stock of southern people, the cause
·can grow and develop there with great rapidity if we take
advantage of every opportunity_
If you are interested in buying Bibles and Testaments
that are suitable for use in your church building, remembtr
we have them for immediate shipment: Bold type New Testaments ~x4.~x6~, 2-colored heavy tag covers. Prices: 50
copies, $5.00; 100 copies, $10.00: Please observe these prices
a-nd the quantities. As packed and handled the books are
not offered at tJiese prices on smaller quantities.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The -Bible SayJ
Remembering Christ Until He Comes!

Jesus ordained the memorial of _the Lord's Supper saying,
"This do in remembrance of me." The early Christians observed this Supper or Communion on the first day of every
week, the Lord's day, as we noticed last week in the example
of Paul at Troas (Acts 20:7). Paul tells us that "as often
as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye proclaim the
Lord's death till he comes" (1 Cor. 11:26, ASV).
So on this coming Lord's day, as on every other first day
of the week in the year, Christians should eat the bread and
drink ·the cup "to proclaim" the Lord's death till he come.
The word "proclaim" is often translated "preach." By faithfully observing this memorial feast, every Christian can
•~preach" to the world his faith in the sacrificial death of
J&sus as God's Son, and his faith in his resurrection and
coming again.
Many times -we have - not emphasized the fact that the
Lord's Supper not only looks back to Jesus' death, but looks
forward to his coining again. He could not come again if b,e
had not conquered death, if he had not risen from the dead.
Jesus lives today! He is at the right hand of God the Fa-

Absolving The Mysteriousness
Of The New Birth.
W. N. BohllJUlan

In &iint John three, and in the fullness of time, the Lord
himself declared in code form and language, that a man
must be born again in order to re-enter covenant relations
with God in his church or kingdom, then near at hand. But
he left the processing of the regeneration to the work of the
apostles, which was to begin at Jerusalem on Pentecost day
(Luke 24:44-49; Acts 2).
In verses 4 and 7 of John 3, Nicodemus was marveling as
t!> how an old man could be re-born; so in verse 6, Jesus
described the two natur'a l elements of man as the flesh part,
born or coming of flesh, and the spirit part, born or coming
of spirit (like producing like in man's propagation) as to
his source and constituent parts. Later, in the new dispensation, the apostle Paul pictures tliese two parts of man as
"the first man Adam and the second man Adam, the one of
earth,- earthy, which was first; the other, spirit, as breathed
into his nostrils by God, Gen. 2 : 7; 1 Cor. 15:4 4-49, where
Paul is explaining the future transitions that- await man's
soul and body-Mod. speech Tr. There is an outward man
and an inner man ( 2 Cor. 4:16). Corroborating the above,
note that the two pronouns, "that, which" of verse 6 have
for their antecedents the two nouns "flesh" and "spirit," also
past tense in meaning; hence, we find that verse 6 does not
augur to a future birth as the other verses do, and that sectarians err in preaching that' the spirit part only was to be
in the regeneration, and that it comes about in some mysticaltouch way that's "better felt than told."
Mankind had been alienated from 9od in the forbidden
fruit episode in Eden's garden, Gen. 3, and in Gen. 6: 6 God ·
was repentant that he had so made man; yet, he was longsuffering toward him, 1 Peter 3-:18-22, and in order to perfect a reunion with God, Christ required that man be born
again, born of water and the Spirit, vs. 3, 5, transforming him
more like unto God for c-ongenial companionship and trans-

ther. He is king over his spiritual kingdom in the hearts of
faithful Christians.
But his r very resurrection is a sign of his coming again.
"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring
with him." And then Paul goes on to say: "For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump o-f God, and. the
dead in Christ shall Tise first; then we that are alive, that
are left, shall together with them be caught up in the douds,
to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the
Lord" (1 Thess. 4:16, 17).
Are you prepared to face the fact that Jesus died for your
sins and rose again on the third day, and is coming again?
Are you faithfully "proclaiming" to the world your faith in
these facts, not just once or twice a year, but every Lord's
day as you "eat this bread and drink thi's cup." What an
honor it is for Christians to preach this _sermon.
If you have not yet obeyed the goapel of Christ, -may I appeal to you to become a Christian today. _Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, repent of your sins, and confessing your faith
in Christ, put him on in baptism. Then live every day in
his fo·otsteps, and each Lord's day "proclaim the Lord's
death till he come." Glory be to God! Christ is risen and ·is
coming again.
lating him into his holy kingdom for succoring (2 Cor. 6:2;
Col. 1:13).
Note again that the personal pronouns "thee, ye he and
him," verses 3, 5, and 7, have the noun "man" for their
antecedent, showing that man in whole is affected in the
new birth. Like the wind, not knowing whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth, the Lolld did not reveal the process of conversion to Nicodemus, the teacher, but later he gave charge
to his -apostles to go into all the world and preach of him,
baptizing those begotten, raising them in newness of life
(Rom. 6: 4). The apostles had the mystery made known to
them (1 Cor. 2:9, 10; Eph. 3:1-6, 8-10).
Other expressions pertainin-g to the_new birth: having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, clean through the
word by faith, Jno. 15:3; Acts 15:9, and our bodies wash~d
with pure water (He b. 10:22). The gospel begets through
the virtue of faith, and baptism brings forth by the washing
of water by the word, into Christ ( 1 Cor. -4: 15; Gal. 3: 2 6,
27; Eph. 5:25~ 26). Yes, in his charge, Mark 16:15, 16, the
Lord said, "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved." He had said also that except men repent, they likewise shall perish, and commanded through the apos_tles that
all men everywhere repent (Acts 17: 3 0).
In demonstration, the Lord requires that man believe and
express the same in confession of his name, Matt. 12: 3 4;
Acts 8: 3 7, et al, and that repentance be expressed in baptism as fruit or works meet for repentance (Acts 2:38; 26 :
20). We see that faith motivates and prompts us to do good,
while it takes repentance to activate us in doing the will oi'
_God, _a nd by thus blending together, man reaches his limits,
coming into the open door where his sins are remitted, and
is added unto the redeemed.
Just -why so many otherwise good people renege at baptism or water of John 3:5 is distressing to ahl saints. Tile
Lord made and dedicated both water and the spirit as mediums of and for our obedience and may it be remembered
by all, that the Lord is the author of salvation only to them
that obey him (Heb. 5:8. 9).
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My cousin, Lula Covey, died on June 8th at her home
near Snowville~ Virginia, and was buried on June 11th
in the family burial ground. She· was my father's
brother's (William Showalter) oldest child. She was
born September 18, 1860, and her age at the time of
her death was 92 years, eight months and 20 days.
There are many interesting and important matters
connected with her life. She was baptized at eleven
years of age, was married when she was twenty to
Tom Covey, a well-to-do farmer in the community.
She was a member of the same congregation of Christians worshipping at New Salem for 81 years, never being affiliated with any other church or congregation.
The place where she was born and the farm home
where she lived and where she was buried, were less
than a mile apart. My father, J . T. Showalter, baptized her and also solemnized her marriage vows. Her
children consisted of two sons and three daughters.
Her husband preceded her in death a long number of
years. The fiv·e children are all members of the church
of Christ.
There is probably not a person in Southwest Virginia whose life, faithfulness in the church; and out. standing service for the Lord in her community, surpasses or even equals the work of Lula Covey. For
more than four score years she rendered an uninterrupted service in the one congregation where she was
baptized and for that length of time served in the
Lord's work. Naturally, she was widely known and
her influence was felt in a very wide circle. The New
Salem congregation and other groups of Christians
throughout the area were increased in numbers and
were strengthened in the faith through the exceptionally good influence of her long .and useful life.

The services on June 11th at the home, were conducted in . the room where all of her children were
born, and the faithful in that community, besides many
of her friends and prominent citizens in that locality,
were in attendance at the funeral. The services were
conducted by Lowell Altizer, minister of the chureh
at Christiansburg, Virginia, who, in his remarks,
specially featured her church life of more than 81
years. This congregation also supplied singers whose
service was greatly appreciated by the fam~ly. Ray
and Tom Covey, her two sons, are active in the New
Salem church; Ray is one of the elders.
These lines are written with the sweet recollections
of the long, long ago. My memory goes back to the
time of her b~ptism and more-particularly of her marriage. ·r knew her husband, Tom Covey, quite well as
an active worker in the church. Lula has closed a
long and conspicuously useful life. ',I'he longer we live,
the more good we should do, the greater impression
we should !flake on the community in which we spend
our time, and the deeper should be the influence on
the hearts and lives of men and women. Such a life
leaves il). any community an influence for truth and
righteousness and an inspiration for the hope of heaven
that nothing els.e can affect. Of the righteous Abel,
divine revelation has said, "He being dead, yet speaketh," and so it is with Cousin Lula Covey and with all
of those who serve in a worthy way, Christ Jesus, our
Lord, who has redeemed us through the blood of the
everlasting covenant.
May the peace of-God arid the love that passeth all
understanding, bless the loved ones who linger yet on
the shores of time and whose lives are made richer,
happier, sweeter and better by the long service of a
truly devoted Christian.
G. H. P. SHOWALTER

'

A New Congregation
S. F . Meyers
Ten miles north of "Fabulous Phoenix" lies a community
known as Sunnys!ope, with an estimated population of ten
thousand.
The banner of Christ was planted in this area October 19,
1952, by this writer and other Christian families. We moved
into our new building January 4, 1953. At the beginning of
this work we found fourteen thriving denominations of about
every sect you could imagine at Sunnyslope. The church of
Christ was certainly long overdue in this community. Nevertheless as we write. this, we are happy to report that at the
end of eight months we have experienced a healthy growth
with the help of neighboring congregations throughout the
valley. Our additions total thirty-three, including nineteen
by baptism, nine restorations with membership, and five who
placed membership.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank three of
these congregations for holding a two-week meeting which
began May 4, 1953 . Brother Urie T". Poisall of Mesa preached
the first week during which four were baptized into Christ.
Brother Harry V. Davis of Glendale preached the second week
during which there were three baptisms and three memberships by restoration and one placed membership. BrQther Billy
Nelson of Tempe closed our meeting Sunday, May 17, 1953,
with a fine lesson on Morm'onism. One was added by restoration on this day.
Since the meeting we've continued in the work with six
additions: two by baptism, three memberships with restoration, and one placing membership.
The future looks bright for the work at this place. Our
congregation consists of approximately fifty members. We
covet the prayers of Christians every:where for the work here
as e labor on, giving Qod the praise, looking ever to Jesus
as the Author and Finisher of our faith.
9401 N. 7th Street, Sunnyslope, Arizona.
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w. o. Hall, Madill, Oklahoma, June 23:
Two baptized and two restored recently.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD

A. It. Holton, Nashville, Tenn essee : Blue
Ridge, North Carolina, is in the heart of
Brother Elmer H. Irby, of H a nkamer,
Remember the rate in clubs of six or more the greatest open door for the churches of
Christ. See it. Attend Blue Ridge Camp MeetTexas, has jus t closed a meeting at Leander for the Firm Foundation is only $2. 00 for
in g , July 18-24.
with six baptisms.
the year.
A. c. Huff, 901 West 7, Plainview, Texas:
June
19: I began work with the church h er e yes - I preached at Kress, Texas, Sunday morning
terday. The outlook for a good work is a nd eve ning. The Lord willing r will preach
here the following Wednesday night.
promising.
J. Roy "\Valdrum, Jacksboro, Texas,

A. R. Holton writes: Final res e rvations
are now being made for the Blue Ridge
Camp meeting, July 18-24. Write or wire
J. W. Brents, 40011 Woodmond Boulevard,
Nashville, Tennessee.

During your gospel meeting why not .fortify the results of the meeting by making
up a club of subscriber's for the Firm Foundation? The preacher and ' the other members .in the congregation will cooperate.

Gos1>el meeting, July 3rd to 12th a .t the
Ross w. Dye, 40.8 N. Marshall, Oklahoma
City 10, Oklahoma, May 4: During the past church of Christ, Lib e rty Hill, Texas.
month, fifteen have responded to the invi- Preaching by J. Kearby Bentley of Springtation here: three for · baptism, 11 restored, town. Song l eader, Sidney Stewart of Ausand one identifi ed. This makes 6'2 additions tin.
here since January 1st.
Tom H"rris, 1802 Caroline Street, South
Doyle Banta, Box 2015, West H e lena, Ark- Bend 14, Indiana, Juno 22: Four baptisms
ansas, June 26: Charl~s Chumley of Athens, the first thre e weeks of Jun e a t Caroline
Alabama, closed a meeting w i lll us this a nd Calvert streets. I am to be with the
week. It was one of our best. There were brethren in Farmersburg from June 28 to
four baptized and twenty-five restorations August 9 while completing my graduate
and confessions of fault. We had 263 to at- work at Indiana Univer s ity.
tend our vacation Bible school.
Den West, Lampasas, Texas, June 25:
Brothers Wilmeth of Tyler and Leo Baker
of Abilene closed nine days of gospel preaching Tuesday night with grea t crowds and
good interest; seven baptized and two ·restored. One was a l eading. dry goods merchant that Catholics and all the . other denominations in town had long tri e d to get.
Many new contacts and friends were made
for the church.
1\1. R. Phllllps, Victoria, Texas, June 15:
Closed a great meeting at Angleton, Texas,
last night. Brother J. A. Bristow is the local
minister. He has done a great work there
and the church is really growing. We had
ten responses in the -meeting and I trust
that the church was edified a great deal.
Came home this morning to help in the vacation Bible school. Things lool;: good for a
great school.
Cornelius c. Abbott, 401 N. Park, Seminole,
Oklahoma: The gospel meeting came to a
close here June 7. One was baptized during
the meeting. We also conducted the vacation Bible school during this meeting and
averaged 258 each day. Cled Wallace
preached and Glenn Boyd conducted the
singing. I begin June 17th with the Berclair
church in Memphis, Tennessee; McLoud,
Oklahoma, July 13, and Little, Oklahoma,
July 26.
James 0. Wilburn, Box 11, Gruver, Texas,
June 15: We closed our vacation Bible school
on Friday' with record attendance. Contact
w!th homes untouched by the gospel, development of teaching ability, and the increase of knowledge of all pupils richly
repays efforts expended in such work.
Our meeting in August will be conducted
by John Maples and Paul Harlin. Jim Wilburn wil~ !;"O to Wisconsin in September to
work with the church at Greenbay. Th'is is
a mission endeavor and more support is
needed to do the work effectively.
The
bishops a .t · Winters, Texas, are arranging
for the support. I will be working some in
Western Kansas this summer in new fields.

James P.

])Iiller, Orlando,

Florida,

June

22: I preached six nights last week in the

beautiful new build in g of the church in
Winter Haven, Florida. They have erected
one of the finest building in the state and
it is certainly a credit to the cause here
in the deep South. Robert . Hendri:l.: preaches
for them and is a splendid Christian m a n.
Two ladies were baptized. One was baptized
at Jefferson Street h ere in Orlando on June
14th.

Brother Elbridge B . Linn has entered upon
regular work with the University Avenue
Church of Christ at Austin, Texas, with
fine prospects for a great work.
'l'illit s. Teddlie, Ennis, Texas: Two hundred and thirty have been enrolled in our
mu s ic school at McLean, Texas. Eight have
been baptized during the · school. I begin
a gospel meeting at Buffalo, July 5.
Brother J. D. Pb\kerton held a meeting
for the San Marcos Street church in Austin,
T exas, last weelc The meeting was well
attend ed and one prominent man whose
obedience has been earnestly desired was
baptized.
Ross w . Dye, 408 N. Marshall, Oklahoma
City 10, Oklahoma, June 22: The work continu es in good order here. One was baptized
a nd two identified yesterday. We recently
improved our facilities by the Installation
of tw e nty-two
tons of air - conditioning
equipmen t.
Robert P. Stew,.rt, Box 459, Grass Valley,
California, June 25: Since our last report,
we have baptized two more fine young people here at Grass Valley. The work is progressing nicely. We begin a meeting with
Brother Andrew F. House of Oak Park
(Sacramento) July 12th. Pray for us in our
effo rts to advance the cause of our Savior
here in this vacation paradise.

w . R . Craig, Quitman, Texas, June 20: I
have accepted work with the church in MagJoe C. ])Ialone, Fort Worth, Texas, June nolia, Arkansas. Will begin with these
25: Th e Lord's church at West Berry in Ft. brethren in the next few weeks. Luther SavWorth concluded an e ight-day gospel meet - age has done a fine ·work in Magnolia. It
ing on Sunday, Jun e 21, with Brother Frank will be a pleasure to follow him. A new
Van Dyke, of the Bible department of Freed- $100,000.0 0 meeting house is no'w under conHardeman College, Henderson, Tennessee, struction there. We look _ forward to a redoing the preaching. Five were added to warding work. A preacher to follow me h.ere
the congregation; two by baptis m. In con- has not been selected. Those interested should
junction with the meeting, a five -day va- address the Church of Christ, Box 576, Quitcation Bible school was conduct ed with an man, Texas.
average daily attendance of 551.
· J. n:. Bentley, Fort Worth, Texas, June 29:
Cleo N. Blue, 635 South High Street, , El I c losed my fourth year at Springtown,
Dorado, Kansas, June 16,: The growth of the yesterday; two baptized and one restored.
church here is commendable. Baptized one I am to begin at Liberty Hill, Texas, July
last Wednesday night. I have preached In 3 to continue tllTough July 12, and at Haym eet ings this year at the following places: den, Colorado, July 19 to run through July
Gospel Hill, Missouri; Blytheville, Arkansas; 26, or longer. Brother Hugh Ousley has been
Bellfonte, Arkansas ; Benton Harbor, Michi- selected to follow me at Springtown. The
gan, and Rock Island, Illinois. Ten baptized church there is at peace and has a great
and seven restore d to their first love. My f utur e. My address will be at 300 N. Rivern ex t m ee ting will be at Morriston, Arl;:an- s ide Drive, Fort Worth, through July and
sas, July 7, the home of Joe H. Blue, my August.
father.
Joe Bullock, Box 484, Lewisville, Texas,
Cleo E . Jones, Box 988, Iowa Park, Texas, June 29: Since our l as t report of May 21,
Jun e 18: Brother Joe Laird. closed a one~ three have been baptized and one identiweek m ee ting with the church here in Iowa fied. By the time you r ead this, our meeting
Park last Sunday. The meeting was well with Brother John Banister will be near.
attended and resulted in four baptisms and July 20-29 . is the time, and if you live withthree restoration s. Our ' youngest son was in driving distance you are invited to atamong those . baptized, thus completing our tend. We are anticipating a gr ea t meeting,
family in the Lord. The worl<: with the con- a nd we hav e a:ll the right to think so, as
gregation here is pleasant and in many Brother Banister is· capable of preaching
ways much progress is being made. Last . the gospel with simplic ity and with power.
Sunday broke a 21-month record for the I am to preach in a meeting in Governadar,
Bible study attendance and also the contri - New Mexico, August 5-16. If you live close
bution was a record for the past 21 months. to Governadar, we want to extend an inviVisitors in this section of the state will tation to you to attend this meeting. May
find a welcome to our worship service.
the Lord bless all the faithful everywhere.
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E. w. Sto·ntll, Glasg·ow, Kentucky, June
18: Work here goes welL One baptized ana
two placed membership recently.
Robert D. Banke,., 810 Houston Street, Kilgore, Texas, June 29: I will be with the
College Hill church In Gunter, Texas, in a
meeting, July 5-15. I will then begin a
meeting at Tom Bean, Texas, July 20-29.
There w ere three r es ponses here at Houston and Broadway yesterday: two placed
membership and one confessed wrongs.
H. Lester Parker, Blythe, California, June
13: The church in Blythe has recently installed -a refrigeration unit with sufficient
capacity to cool the auditorium and class rooms. Attendance, interest, and contribu tions are holding up welL Four of our young
people were hospitalized recently. I pr_e ached
for the church in Pomona, California, last
Lord's day. Brother P. H. Hill, Jr., did the
preaching at Blythe · in my absence.
Paul lUcClung, 1703 Speedway, Wichita
Falls, Texas, · June 25: I have been working
with the Tenth and Broad church in WichIta Falls !or three weeks. During these three
weeks eleven have responded to the invitation: three baptized, five restored, and
three placed membership. George H. Stephen:
son did a great work with the church here
prior to my coming. I will be In a meeting
with the church in Denver City, Texas, from
"July 3 to 12.
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A. R. Holton writes' Everything is in readiness fqr a good camp meeting at Blue
Ridge, North Carolina, July 18-24.

R. P. Drennon, Fort Sumner, New Mexico, June 25: We closed a splendid meeting
!last night. Brother D ean Brookshire did
the preaching with Jam es T. Beckner as
w. 1r. Showers, Box 104, Pleasanton, Tex- song leader. E ight responded to th e gospel
as, June 27: Our vacation Bible school closed invitation: four were baptized and four relast night. Two hundred and twenty-one e n- turned to their first lo-ve. The congregation
rolled thi s time. Tw enty-one teachers of the is in th e b es t condition since I have been
congregatio n did a splendid work. The here. To God be the glory and praise.
church h e re will sponsor a meeting in
K arn es City, July 20-29, in which I will do
Choice L. Bryant, 165 So. 15th St., Salem,_
the preaching. I shall be with the church in Oregon, June 15: R ecently there have been
Melrose, eas t of Nacogdoches, August 10-18. seven transf ers of membership, one confes's ion of wrongs and one baptism in Central
Paul T. Dumm, Charleston, South Carolina, ch-urch in Salem. There were two confes•
June 16: On May 31, I had the pleasure of sions of wrongs during the campaign in
speaking at MacDill Avenue in Tampa, Flor- The Dalles, Oregon, where I served as visitida, a congregation with which I have la- ing evangelist May 17-29. I am to be with
b~red. Since returning to Charleston, twb the Southwest church In Phoenix, Arizona,
have answered the invitation, one to con- June 21 - July 1 in a protracted meeting.
fess sins and one to confess Christ and b'e
baptized for the remission of sins. When In
Wm. J, Whaley, Box 228, Bedford, IndiCharl eston, worship with us. The building ana, June 26: Just home from a three-week
is located at Sans Souci and Hester Streets. trip to the Northwest. I spoke at the Nora.

Joe H. 1\Iorrls, 2707 Kentucky Avenue, Paducah, Kentucky, June 29: The Clements
Street work has never been better-two
baptized yesterday. A very · dear friend in
the city has had the study air-conditioned
as a gift. It is a wonderful gift and Is so
enjoyed. We begin a tent meeting in the
Oakdale section of the city, July 1. Home
forces will be in the lead. Our daily radio
program continues to enjoy a wide hearing.
In spite of the torrid h eat, our work conGeorge Hlekey, Clemmons, North Caro- tinues to grow both In spirit and number.
lina, June 15: I have preached for the church
at Greensboro, North Carolina, for the past
E. Lacy Porter, 104 High Street, Huntingthree Lord's days. Harry Clements has been ton, Tennessee, June 26: Our vacation BIthe very efficient song leader, treasurer, ble school from ·June 8 through 12 was well
and teacher for this church from the be- attended. We went above what we- expected.
ginning. I will begin a year's work with The daily attendance ran around 145. Our
the Warners Chapel Church tomorrow. I series of meetings will start July 5, 1953.
was baptized by A. P. Warner (elder) at Brother George W. DeHoff will do the
this place fourteen years ago. Remember preaching and Brother Billy Ringold will
us in prayer.
'lirect the singing. It passing through ,stop
and be with us. My first meeting this year
Charles Ellege Hill, 2928 Dunford, Fort will be with the Shaddy congregation, near
Worth, T exas, June 24: Interest continues Grove Spring, Missouri, beginning July 19.
to l:ie high In the Vickery Boulevard work. Then to Gardner, near Martin, Tennessee,
We are - coi"lstructlng a · new building on the the second and third Sundays in August.
corner of Mitchell Boulevard and East Berry
Street. We plan to move Into this new locaW. -R. Swinney, Bande~a. Texas, July 29:
tlpn as soon as we can finish the building. Ira B. Sandusky of Beaumont, Texas, closed
The opportunities are unlimited in that sec- an eight-day meeting with the Bandera
tion of the city. Four have been baptized saints last -evening with one baptism. The
the past week and five restored. Our meet- meeting was a disappointment to both of
Ing will begin July 12. I will do the preach- us in the matter of attendance and response.
ing in this effort. I have some time for meet- We · had more out-of-town visitors than loings in 1954. If I can serve you, call me.
cal. The me.eting was climaxed with an alid ay service. Brothers Cox and Fry and their
R.. v. Hamilton, Box 107, H a milton, Texas: families from Ker,rville; Brothers Melton
I have just concruded an interesting and a nd Smith a nd th e ir families from Hondo
profitable meeting with the Lord's church and Brother Joe T ee! and family _from Inin McDad e, Texas. The meeting was held gra.m were with us in the afternoon servout of dooi·s, and the weather, while hot ices at which time Brother Joe, a fifteenduring the day, was ideal each night with year-old preacher d elivered a splendid sergentle cool breezes. Two were b aptized with mon, which was much beyond his age. We
one of the two co~ing from a family of forecast a great future for him. I have finsectarians. This may b e the means of con- ished my work with Bandera and ex pect to
verting the rest of the family. Brother C. E. take my leave of them August 1.
Packer is the preacher for this congregation. He is well liked and appreciated by
his hom e congregation for his life and work COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
and proved to be a very splendid and con·we keep on hand regularly a supply of
genial co -work er during the meeting. We fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
enjoyed fine attendance throughout the purposes. Eleven wafers to the small packmeeting with a number of visiting .preach- age and three of the packages to the large
ers. A number came often from Smithville, carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
Austin, E>lgin, Giddings and other points. Indefinitely. Every congregation should have
near by. The s ingin g was excellent through- on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
out the meeting, being led by Brethren Dale Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
Sanders and Kendrick Stagner, alternating
from night to night. I could arrange to FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box '1'1, Austin 61, Texns
hold one mor e meeting after the middle of
August or before the 15th of July.

Avenue- congregation in Spokane three
times, twice in Wenatchee and one Wednesday night at Northwest church in Seattle.
I met several preaching brethren and many
old friends In Christ of past labors In that
area. Brother Robert Mcindoo of Terre
Haute, spoke for the brethren at ~?me In
my absence. Since my last report, flve have
been added here in Bedford. A fine vacation
Bible school was held here from June 1st
to 12th. We had our largest night audience
on June 21st since sur work began here.
The' Lord's work in Indiana is encouraging.
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Sgt. 1/C Johnie Simpson, Pittstburg, California, June 18:
We ·concluded a gospel
meeting here May 30, 1953, with Brother
Don Rudd of Walnut Creek doing the preaching.
Seven were baptize d and one made
confession of wrong. We believe much good
was accomplished.
Cl:tn<le c. lUcQ.uiddy, Sherman, Texas, June
19: I am now in my second year with the
congr£:gation her e. The past year the Lord
blessed our work with 75 responses to the
Lord's invitation. The work h!lre is growing
both in numbers and spiritually to which
we give praise to the Lord~ Brethren, we
solicit your prayers.
R. H. Ba:nkeil, Jr., 1331 East Eleventh,
Shawnee, Oklahoma, June 14: Seven have
been added at the East Main church recen tly. Thr ee were formerly affiliated with
the Baptist church. Our vacation Bible sahool
sch ool closed June 12th with a record attendance of 226. Brother Lyle Price will be
w ith us In a gosnel meeting J~ne 15th
through the 24th. I will be at Lovlngr Texas,
for my third meeting there on June 22nd.

U. Ervin Driskill, 2509 Gould Street, Columbus, Georgia, Ju n e 25: Our meeting with
W. Douglas Harris, of Anniston, Alabama,
closed May 16. In many respects it was the
best meeting with the Rose Hill church
since we came here in March, . 1950. Three
were baptized and one was restored. Five
more were bapthed the week following the
meeting (includ ing our oldest daughter).
Thirteen have been baptized, ten restored,
and thirteen Identified since January 1. After
having deci"ded to stay on here until the
first of March we have definitely decided
to leave the work here. Any congregation
desiring the ·services of an evangelist can
reach me at the above address or call me
at 3-6868. If references are wan t e d, "I can
supply them. I will be in Texas July 2-9
and can be reached by phone at my sister's,
Mrs. Irene Kennedy, Sabinal·, Texas.

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA,
Church of Christ meets at Catall)a. AveRue
and Kecoughtan Road. Route 60, between
Newport News and . Hampton, Virginia. Tele phone 22037 Newport News-. Address 1124
25.t h Street, Newport, News, Virginia, B. H.
Atkinson, Minister.

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

James w. Huggins, Box 12, Gunter, Texas,
June 23: A number of members have moved
here, but ab?ut the same numb er have
moved away. -Bobert Bankes of Kilgore is
to do the preacMng in a meeting here July
5-15. The new dormitory for the Home for
the Aged will soon be ready for use.

W. Wallace Layton, P. 0. Box 10086, Houston 18, Texas: During May; I held meetings
in Providence, R. I., . and Baxter, Kentucky.
Three were baptized in · Kentucky. Brother '
C. B. Thomas of Cor_pus Christl just closed
a meeting here at Garden Oaks; two ·were
baptized, one restored, and five placed membership. We appreciate Brother 'Thomas'
Ernest McCoy, Gainesville, Texas, June work.
22: I have moved from Borger to Gainesville and have been here now for two
Claude A. Guild, 2701 E. Belknap Street,
weeks. The work · looks encouraging.
We Fort Worth 11, Texas, .rune 22: The gospel
have had one baptism and some for member- meeting at East Side in Lubbock cal"!le to
s hip and restoration. There are two con- a close June 14 with five baptisms and six
gregations in the city. I am with the Com- restorations. East S1de has a good elder·m erce Street church.
ship and Brother W. R. Jones is one o f
our finest gospel preachers. My next meetF. A. BaUey, Route 2, Box 27, West Fork, ing - will b·e In Wichita Falis.
Arkansas, June 16: On May 24 I closed a
meeting at Heart, Arkansas, with no visible
Robert D. Bankes, 810 Houston S t reet, Kilresults, but I believe much good was done
there. I preached at Heavener, Oklahoma, gore, Texas, June 15: In the -last two weeks
the first Lord's day. I will be at Winslow there have been five . additions here at
next Lord's day. · The Lord willing, I will Houston and Broadway. We have just conbegin a meeting at Greenfield, Tennessee, cluded our vacation Bible school In w h ich
3.28 were· enrolled. This Is one of the most
·August 16.
effective ways of teaching t h e Bible. I will
J. W. Brents, 4001 Woodmont Boulevard, be with the College Hill church In Gunter,
Nashville, Te·nnessee, June 15 : There Is no Texas, in their meeting, July 5-15.
more Interesting p lace ' in ·an America to
-spend your v acation than at Beautiful Blue
Donald w. Hind~<, Manteca, California,
Ridge, North Carolina. Spend your vacation June 26: We are at the present time engaged_
here. The YMCA hotel , the national head - In a fine gospel meeting here In Manteca.
quarters of the YMCA, Is made available Brother A. J. Hendrix of _Sonora, Califo r nia,
for this great meeting. Write me for full is doing the preaching. I have the privilege
information. The date is July 18-24.
of leading the singing in this meet ing. We
are in need of a new bunch of song books
w. T . Hamilton, 607 N. First, Lamesa, Te-x - for the congregation here. Please send me
as, June 25: During the two weeks that I a copy or" "Majestic Hymnal" for examinahave been In ~amesa, two have been bap- tion. (We have sent the book.- Publlshers).
tized and one restored. The church here Is
very active, both at home and abroad, supc. c. Do=e-tt. 1102 Eager Street, Albany,
porting five preacheTs full time and helping Georgia, June 25 : Five have been added to
with the SlJPPOrt of three others. We are the membership of this cong.regatio n s ince
blessed with a good eldership that loves my coming here on February 15, 1953. The
the congregation and leads, and with a con- work here Is ma.klng steady progress and
gregation that loves the elders and follows. we are expecting greater results duri n g the
Brother Paul McClung did an excellent work remainder of the year. Many members of
here for six years and Is loved by all the the Lord's · church pass through here on
church, but he left the first of June to work their way to and from Florida. We cordially
with the Tenth and Broad church In Wich- invite all to stop and worship w ith us.
ita Falls, Texas. It Is a pleasure to me to
aucceed him in the work here in Lamesa.
1\fl'lvln J, Wl,.e, 4216 Stanhope ATenue,
Dallas, Texas; June 15: On May 27, I closed
Dick Powell, 212 N. Taytor Street, Gainesan Int eresting mee>ting with the McLemore
ville, Texas, June 15 : The work here at
Avenue; church in Memphis, Tennessee. It
Broadway is off to a good start. Last evewas a pleasure to return to l'<Iemphls again
ning, Sunday, June 14, two came forward
and to work with this goon church and Its
to make ackn.owledgements of wrong and
preacher, Brother Stoy Pate. Thirteen wefe
asked to be restored. Also, one of th ese came
baptized, ten restored, and thirteen placed
stating that she wanted to be identified with
this congregation. May all praise and glory memb.ership. I promised to return for anbe given unto God. I will be engaged in a other meeting in 1956.
m ae ting at Garrett, T'e xas, from Jun e 21 to
28, Lord willing.
A good work for sisters in the congregation-make up a club of subseribers~'2.00

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
Rl·3595

DALLAS

each in clubs of six or :more.

2126 Jackson

~<qxq.<Q>~~

"LAHOMA", Healing Oil.
Trade-Mark Regis~ered

§
§
§

Relieves Rheumatism, Arthritis, Burns, Insect Bites and Stings of any kind.
~
- Guaranteed to relieve S.inus · trouble and
Hemorrhoids or money refunded.
Price $1.00, 6 for $5.00
Mo ney sent with order, we pa y postage.

26

§
§

'::;:~:~;GUM, O<~ ~

~~~~~~~·~
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CHURCH OF CHRIST
D'OWNTOWN
Central YMCA Auditorium

19 S. LA SALLE ST.

•

Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Worship, ll:OOA.M. and 2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30P.M.· ·
WORSHIP WITH US

1\f. R. Phlllltlfl. Victoria, Texas, June 1.9:
Ha.lf of our vacation Bib l e school Is history.
Average the first week was 326 per day.
Ov er 3fr01 pre~E>nt every day and there were
350 present on day. We enrolled about 40'0.
We are working h a rd and have had fine
cooperatio n in the work. B-rother Robert
L eCroix of the Downtown congregation and
Brother and Sister Ronnie Pope of the York-town congregation have been indispensable
with th e ir help . Only with all working tog-ether can suc-h an undertakin-g be put over.
There are two la-rge congregations in VIctoria and a new work started out of Central on Crestwood Avenue, Sunday, June
21. We are happy to have a part in a work
lik e this. I have never enjoyed work for the
Lord anywhere as I have in Victoria. Worship with us In VIctoria at one of the following places: Downtown church of Christ
at 408 WE>st Constitution Street; Central
Church of Christ at 90'7 North Cameron St.,
OJ Crestwood Avenue Church of Christ at
Crestwood Avenue and Retama Street.
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Ben We!\it, Lampasas, Texas, June 29 : Yes John G. Bills, 4133 Middlesex Drive, San
Diego 16, California, Jun e 14: We had fil'le terday was a good day of worship . Two
services at Linda Vista today. Eleven have were id entified, one of them restored from
responded since last Sunday: four baptisms, the Christian Church. Around three hundred
two memberships, an d five confessed wrongs were present at night to hear "Amazia h
and were restored . We have bought a build- who willingly offered himse lf unto the
ing to be moved on our property for one- Lord" (2 Chron. 17:16). Two hundr ed were
fourth of what it would . cost to build a prese nt at prayer. The church is on high
s imilar building. I't will be sectioned, moved g r o und since our gospel m ee ting. We enand put back together, ready for use on d eavo r to avo id any slump.
our property. We are hoping and praying
that all works out as outlined. Pray for u s.
Garnie A.tkisson, Fort Morgan, Colorado,
June 10: I fini shed my work with the good
F. B. Shepherd, 1732 Keeaumoku, Hono- congregation in Lovington, New Mex ico, the
lulu, T. H., Hawaii, June 22: Two more were las t Lord' s day in May. We began work
baptized here . within the past weelc We with the small group here in Fort Morgan
are getting several classes star ted among the f irst Lord's day in Jun e. Thi s seems
the "local" people that should r es ult in ad~o b e a great field, almost- untouched. We
ditions to the one body. You make haste are looking forward to a pl easant and prof slowly here. With Japanese, Chinese, Ko- itabJe work .
rean, Filipinos, Portugese, besides the Caucasians, many religious ideas have to be
met and a multitude of false philosophies (
combated. The constant £hanging of the
armed serv ices p e rsonnel part of our churc)l ~ (
makes it still more difficult to increase t~e
overall attendance at worship. At l east onefourth of the m e mbers who were he"re when )
I came in January h av e moved. Some others ')
have come to take their places but not
n early as many have come as have gone. )
Brother Guillermo and I are happy to make ')
every effort possible to contact your loved
ones who are sent here for service.

J. Boyd Taylor, 1506 N. 9th Street, Wichita Falls, T exas, Jun e 25: Ray F. Chester of
Vernon, Texas, did the preachi'ng in a meeting with th e Lincoln Street church here In
May . Three were baptized, one restored, and
one identified with u s. Six m ore have been
added since the meeting. Th e Lincoln Street
c hurch is a li tt le more than a year and onehalf old and the membership has just about
doubled, having increased from 97 to 192.
·\ve have l ost abotit 30 who have moved
away. This month I have assis ted the 23rd
and Grace .co n gregat ion here in a vacation
Bib l e school, conducted the singing for a
meeting at Iowa Park, and my wife and I
both taught in the vacation Bible school
at the lOth and Broad co n g r ega tion her-&.
The Lin co ln Street church is the n earest
~

o n e to Sheppard Air Force Base here.

FREED-HARDEMAN COLLEGE
HENDERSON, TENNESSEE

Ah·in Jennliogs, Box 1023, Saskatoon, Sask atchewan, Canada, June 11: It was my privilege to mod erate in a debate on the subject
of "Divi.ne Healing"· for Brother J. C. Bailey
on May 19,-21. The opponent was J. B. Re e sor of the Church of God (Pentecostal) from
L e mmon, So uth Dakota. Th e d ebate was
very good, and Mr. Reesor desired a r_epeat
of the discussion at his home town, and arrangements are being .made to rep eat it
h ere in Saskatoon . in the fall. This debate
was instigated by my offering $1,00(} for
one proven case of miraculous · healing,
which offer a Church of God preach er at
Wawota, Sask., c laimed. He offered as proof
a printed leaflet showing how a man was
healed of cancer ov er a period of eight
years, showing pictures "before" and "after." He forgot to se nd the names of two
doctors, however, so when we wrote him a
check for the $1,000, w e forgot to sign a
name. (There's really nothing in a name,
anyway!). TJ:l.e debate· was at Wawota, and
five preaching brethre n from ¥ontana were
present: Ross Hinshaw, · Clinton Brazle, Bob
Clayton, James Johnson, and Jack Church.
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An education in a Christian atmosphere. You will have
Christian teachers plus Christian associates from twentyfive to thirty states.
Junior college advantages. You can know every student
by name. There is close personal contact between faculty
and students. It bridges the gap between high school and
·
senior college.
.

(

(J
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Less total cost. Why pay more?

1. Minimum for room, board, tuition and regular fees for
a year is $559.50.
2. Loan funds al'e available which can be repaid later on
easy terms_.
3. We have a few ·pa.r t-time jobs.
4. We also offer these scholarships:
a. To preachers-one-half tuition.
b. To high school valedictorians-one-third tuition,
two years.
c. To honor students, one of top four in class--one~hird tuition, one year.
d. To young women who must have help to comeAlumni scholarships of $50 each.
e. To one student from each state listed below-full
tuition. Arizona, Connecticut, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada,
New !Iampshir-e, New Jersey, North Dakota,
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming.
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Write for catalog, application blanks, and other literature.
H. A. DIXON, President

. C. P. ROLAND, Dean
W. A. BRADFIELD
Promotional Director

Loui s iana and help us. "

(
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"church people." Any one of the sermons
is well worth the price of the book. Perhaps t»e ones which appealed to this reviewer above others are:
"A Preacher's
Prayer" based on Phil. 1:10, 11, "Keep the
Light Shining", and "The Sin of Tolerance".
For aptness of illustration, there are few
parallels-some of the riches t this scribe has·
seen in sermonic material.
No preacher,
whatever his religious identity, will Fead
these sermons without having his sermonic
material enriched and embellished.
This book may be ordered from the Firm
Foundation Publishing House, Box 77, Austin, Texas.
"The vVa:llace-Ketcherside Debate." By G.
K . vVallace .and W. Carl Ketcherside. T e l e ·
gram Book Company. Longview, Washington, 1952. pp. 286. $3.00.

Perry D. Wilmeth

"The Pr-eacher-His Belief and Behav ior."
By J. W. Storer.
Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn. pp. 104. 1953. $1.50.

This is a ·debate that took place June 30July 4, near Paragould, Arl;:ansas, between
G. K . vVallace, preacher and teacher of Bible
at Florida Christian Cellege, . and W. Carl
Ketcherside, outstanding exponent of present -d ay Sommerism and editor of The ·Mis sion Messenger, a paper published in St.
Louis, Mo. The oral discussion was recorded, transcribed and published in this present form. It is a must for those who want
to be inform ed. Both disputants conducted
themselves in a fine manner, according to
the written discussion. Each did his best
on the issues. They were:
1. "The employ ment of a preacher to
preach for the congregation as now practiced by the church of Christ, at Second and
Wain u t Streets, in Paragould, Arkansas, is
Scriptural."
2. "The New Testament authorizes an
evangelist to exercise .authority in a con gregation· which he has planted unti1 men
are qualified and appointed as bishops."
3. "The organization, by· Christians, of
schools such as Freed-Hardeman. college i s
contrary to the New Testament Scriptures."
4. "The organization, by Christians of
schools such as Freed-Hardeman College is
in harmony with the New T estament ScripCures."

. This is a series of addresses delivered by
the author to the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary at Ft. Worth, and is what
the title suggests-counsel to "preachers"
a nd in this case, Baptist preachers composed
the larger portion of the aud ience. This is
not a book "about" preachers, but is a book
"to" preachers. One reads this book feeling
that th e author has served both sma ll and
large churches.
Fundamentally the work
Brother Wallace affirmed No. 1 and No.
of: a preach er is the same wherever it is,
although the approach may differ some- 4. Ketcherside affirmed No. 2 and No. 3.
The book is interspersed with numerc us
what.
The a uth or of these lectures deals with charts and diagrams which were kept con such topics as the Preacher's Preparation, stantly before the audience during the deHis Preaching, His Ethics, His L eader s hin bate, and which adds appreciably to the deHis Admin'istration, His Appearance, Hi~ bate. The book is neatly and substantially
Private Life, and His Tenure of service bound, and mechanically perfect.
The discussion is entirely repre~E>ntative;
with any given congregation. Any preacher will read with interest this volume of and the issue was d ebated with thoroughaddresses.
They are spiced with bits of ness and effectiveness by each participant.
humor that will thrill any preacher who The printed volume will provide for a wider
reads them. This volume will find its la rg- range of interest, and provide far more inest circle of readers among those who are formation than many of us may have. lt
giving their time to preaching-because of is coj'OmP.nded reading for elders, pre:-tchers,
what it actually is-a book to preachers. and all Bible students. Order your copy
Oi·der your copy from the Firm Founda- today from the Firm Foundation Publishtion Publishing House, Box 77, Austin, T ex - jug House, Box 77, Austin, T exas.
as.
"George W. Truett"-A Biography.
By
"Doves in the Dust." By Perry F. Webb. Powhatan W . J ames. Th e Broadman Press.
Broadman Press, Nashville, T en n. pp. 115. Nashvl!Je, Tenn. 311 pages. 1953. $3.00.
1953. $1.50.
.
· This is an enlargement of two former
This is a volume of twelve typical ser mons deliv ered by my g·ood friend, Dr. Per - publications of 1939 and 1945. It is here
ry F. Webb, preacher of the First Baptist presented in its Memorial Edition, with a
church in San Antonio, Texas.
T.his r e - spec ia l section O<f pictures depicting the
viewer knew for some time that Dr. Webb various structures erected in memory of
planned this, his first volume of sermons. George W. Truett.
We venture the prediction thll.t he will have
A ministry of more th an forty years in
others to follow.
·the First Baptist church in Dallas comes to
These m essages vary In purpose and ap - lif e as one r eads this most interesting bQOI<
peal. The sermons are a ddressed l~rgely to of a man who s ucc eeded in his chosen field.

.
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It is a story of the forces that shaped and

molded the man. Although one may not be
in accord with Baptist teaching, one can
thrill at the life story of a giant and man
of this stature so honored and recognized
among his people. It affords inspiration to
all men, and serves to point toward certain
qualities of life structure which endure:
For those who enjoy reading biography, this
is excell ent.
For the preacher, who ever he is, there
is inspiration in the explanation of Dr. T1·uett's habits of study and of his sermon preparation. It is a genuine pleasure to commend this biography to others.
Order your copy from the Firm Foundation
Publishing House, Box 77, Austin, Texas.
"A Spiritual Journey with Paul. "
By
Thomas S. Kepler.
Abingdon-Cokesbury
Pr.ess, Nashville, Tenn. 1953. $2.00.
Here are forty meditations in s piring the
reader to explore the teachings of the Apostle Paul. The author depicts Paul as he
"'ould deal with the problems in his day,
and gives relevance to modern day problems. The author uses the Revised Standard Version of the Biqle.
Dr. Keplf>r draws also on the resources of
others and quotes freely from their writings.
The reader will fin·d practical insights in eYery day living. These are down
to earth lessons for the man of the street,
the man in office and shop, and wherever
mankind is found. It is hoped that many
will find this an inter es ting journey. The
reacler will wart't to understand that the
author takes a more or less liberal point
of view in his writing. For example, he
does not ascr ibe the Ephesian and Timothy
l e tters during Paul's life time, but as coming later. Of course, this reviewer cannot
agree with this point of view. This does
not obviate the lessons drawn from these
letters.
Our readers may purchase their copies
from
the Firm
Foundation
Publishi.n g
House, Box 77, Austin, Texas.
"Why I Left Masonry." By Claude McClung, 1614 W. 2nd St., Arlington, T exas.
Privately published. 1952. $2.00.
This has been a most difficult book to
review.
Th e writer is obviously an "exMason". · The reviewer is neither a Maso.n,
nor an ex-hence cannot give the evaluation
to the volume that a Mason could, or that
one cou ld give, had he been a former Mason. However, if the premises are correct,
then the conclusions are correct. I asked
a Mason to read the book and gh>e me his
evaluations of it, but he was gracious enough
>to give neither "pro" nor_ "con". This is
cne reaction to the volume.
But to those who want to really r ead the
valid reasons of why one Mason l eft the
Masonry Organization, a nd who is himself
or was a Mason, or who contemplates j oining,
I'd commend the reading of this volume.
One M;ason friend of this scribe suggested
that he had disassociated himself from Masonry because there was no.thing in Masonry that he did not find in ChrisUanity, and
many things in Masonry, which h e did not
care to hav e. The boo!< contains the fol lo\ving:

Origin of Masonry
The Re!ig·ion of Free Masonry
Symbolism of Free Masonry
Our friends may order this volume e ither
from the author, or from the Firm Foundation Pu>)lishing House, Box 77, Austin, Texas.

---
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Bill McCown, 176 Ohio Street, New Braunfels, Texas, June 20: A meeting among the
colored people of New Braunfels has just
been concluded. A. N. Patterson of San Antonio did the pr.each!ng for 19 nights. This
effort has resulted in the establishment o!
the West End congregation, with 33 mem . bers, all converted during t.his meeting. The
church here is happy to have had part in
making possible this meeting and our prayers and help in every possible way shall
continue with these brethren as they press
on in the Christian life. Brethren from San
Antonio, Austin, and _ Lockhart helped encourage this work A number of the colored
preachers were in attendance each evening
from the above named places. One · was baptized at the local congregation last Sunday
morning. We are contemplating others rendering their obedience. I am to begin a meeting with the church at Gonzales on July 5
to continue through the 19th. Roy Lanier
is to be with us In a meeting November 111.

Robert c. Copeland, Jr., Box 863, Clarendon, Texas, June 14: One recently baptized
here and one confessed the sin of adultery
a nd was restored. I preached at the College
Street Church in Junction, Texas, last Sunday. It used to be big and strong but division and 'confusion has reduced the · number. Walter W. Leamons preaches for the
lOth Street church just one block from the
College . Street building. It has two signs,
one, "Church of Christ,'~ and the other
' 'Christian Church." There is also an antiBible class group there. Is Christ divided?
Last Wednesday night, I preached for the
good congregation at Glen Rose, Texas. The
attendance and contributions are holding up
here even though a severe drouth and record heat continues in this part of the country. In unity there is strength, but ll.iv,ided
we fall. I hope and pray to God that unity
and fellowship can be restored at Junction,
Texas. It grieves me to .see so many factions, groups, schisms in _a town of less
than 3,000 population. The world laughs
and mocks us when division besets us like
it has in that town. God give us the courage to ·expose sin when, where, and . how
we see it and by thy word. Lord willing, I
shall be at Irene, Texas, In .a meeting that
starts July 3rd. Am hoping for great resu lts.

Vernon J. Gahagan, 1140'4 Barnes Avenue,
Dallas, Texas: The church at Scotland Drive
has grown considerably since the first of
the year.
There have been 15 baptisms,
three restorations, four restorations and
membe!'ships, and niri'e to place membership
- a total of thirty-one additions to our
working forces. We have already broken two
records in Bible school attendance. Last
Lord's day we had the highest Bible school
attendance- and contributions In .the history
of the congregation. We have just concluded
our daily vacation Bible school with an
average attendance of 147 for the five days.
A large percentage of the children ·were
from denominational -homes. Also we have
just concluded a
gospel meeting with
Charles C. Goodnight of the Cockrell Hill
Church of Christ doing the preaching in
which thirteen were baptized, two restored,
and one to place membership. Brother Good- ·
night cer tainly did a splendid job of preaching the gospel and the results will be felt
for days to come. He endeared himself to
the hearts of all the people, and we hop e
to have him back again next year in a similar effo r t. When in Dallas, visit with us at
the Scotland Drive 'C hurch of Christ, 2507
Scotland Drive, one mile northeast of the
Lisbon Veterans Hospital.

FIRM FOUNDATION
J. F. Doggett, 1001 Meadow Lane Street,
Tyl er, T exas, June 30: Since my last report,
two have been baptized and several have
pl aced m e mbership with the Crescent Heights
congregation. The work seems to be making
progr ess. Only recently our building has
been air-conditioned throughout. The third
Sunday in July will bring t" a close a very
pleasant three and one-half years' work
with this congregation. At this time I will
b e moving to Grand Saline, Texas, where
Dean Bul!oclt has done a very fine :work for
the past two years. In August, Brother Robert L. Turner of Prescott, .A!rizona, will be
moving here to begin working , with this
congregation. I predict for them a fine work
together. When coming this way, stop and
worship with us at 1418 West Bow Street.

E. R. Davis, Jr., Main Street, Danforth,
Maine, June 25: The Danforth church has
just co ncluded a very successful vacation
Bible school in which there were 104 enrolled and 70 in attendance on the average.
We were so understaffed and there was so
much to do that I was exhausted on the
last day, passed out, suffered a bump on
the head, and spent four days in bed. But
·x-rays show no serious results and I am
much better now. Also there were three
baptized here two weeks ago: a man, his
wife, and their son. They came from the
Methodist church. Danforth is lookin~ for
a man to come here to preach and work
with the church. One hundred dollars of
his support is assured by Danforth and
Riversid e, Fort Worth, Texas. There is a
place to live in the building which would
be r en t free. It is · possible that a teaching
position could be secured in the local
schools if desired. Anyone interested, should
write immediately to the Danforth church
or to the Riverside elders, 2701 E. Bellmap,
Fort Worth 11, Texas. We are moving next
month to b.egin a new work in Caribou, 90
miles north of here. The huge Limestone Air
Base is just outside the town, and 9,000
men are coming· there this year, mostly
from the South. There will be many mem bers who can help begin a permanent work
in this heart of the potato empire of the
Eastern United States. · The time Is right
and we must not miss growing with this
tremendous . development that is taking
place there. It will be the northeaster nmost
congregation in the United States, Houlton
now holding that position. If anyone knows
of personnel at the Limestone base or the
Presque Isle Base, please send me their
names ,immediately. We will begin meeting
n ext month if the Lord wills. Pray for us.
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Basil D. Shillfng, 2015 K enwo od Avenue,
Austin, Texas: The last Sunday of February
of this year I closed a little more than four
hard but fruitful years of work with the
L awn dale chJJrCh in Hou ston, T exas , and began the following Sunday with the Southsid~ church in Austin. I first came to Austin in 1939 to work with the University Avenue church, where I spent six and one -half
years. Now after eight years, I am happy
to be baclt In Austin, this time with the
fine church in Southside. Our work with
the Lawndale church in Houston was made
'difficult and was handicapped not a little
by lack of adequate and comfortable facil ities, which also made necessary two worship services on Sunday morning abou't half
the time. However, last September the construction of the second unit of the plant was
begun and is now completed and in use.
Thi s provides an auditorium of more than
f ive hundred seating capacity, more classroo ms and all air-conditioned. This muchneeded addition will mean much to the
g rowth of the work at Lawndale. The work
here at Southside is most pleasant and en joyable. The church here has a relatively
new building. The auditorium has a total
seating capacity of about seven hundred,
a nd the classrooms are adequate for the
present, at least. The entire bui1ding is airconditioned for comfort in both summer and
" ':inter. Since coming to Southside we hav.e
co nducted a meeting in May and a vacation Bible school in June. During the meeting, there were fiye additions to the cong regatlon, making a total of nine since the
fi rst of April. Our vacation Bible scho.ol
reached a total enrollment of 238, with an
average daily attendance of 191. Almost 150
a ttended every day.
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Dale Sex!<on, Box 474, Andrews, Texas,
June 22: I just returned home from a meeting at Hutcheson, Kansas, with the old 9th
and Maple Streets congregation. They have
just recently completed a new building on
the corner of 5th and Pershing. It was my
• privilege to preach the first sermon in the
new building as it was opened with this
meeting. Three were baptized, one formerly
a McPherson Holiness, another a Methodist.
Two were restored from the Christian church
and there were some erring brethren restored. Earlier this year, I assisted the
churches at Okeene and Oakwood, Oklahoma, in meetings. These meetings resu-l ted
In six baptisms and four restorations;- one
ef which came from the Christian church.
Joe Laird just recently closed a meeting
here with one baptism, one identified, and
twelve confessions of un-faithfulness. Palmer Wheeler has been here too this year
with a fine school in singing.

w.

Webb, Box

privileged to hear them. We had good audiences and good attention and splendid att endance throughout the meeting. Although
no visible results, so far as baptisms, restorations, e tc., are concerned; yet it helped
the church a great deal. B-rother M. Ben
Hall, one of our elders, directed the "songworship" in a very efficient and excellent
manner. There is a gradual growth here in
attendance, interest, and contributions. Although a small congregation, yet a very
good one. Some of the finest people you
will meet anywhere who love God and have
a regard for his word. We have several visitors nearly every Lord's day for which we
are very grateful, indeed. If ever passing
through Moore, please stop and worship with
us.

I
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397, Moore, Oklahoma,
ATCHESON-Brother J. E. Atcheson ,was
June 29: Brother Don Willingham · of Amarillo, Texas, has just closed a very fine born September 11, 1874, in Denton County,
meeting with us.- We all enjoyed his splen- T exas, and departed from this woTld April
did sermons. They were inspirational, en- 28, 1953, at his home in Crowell, Texas,
couraging, and edifying to ·an who were after a long sickness. He was married to
Miss Mittie Peters of Young County, Texas,
May 30, 1909. He and his wife moved to
100,000 SOLD
Ford County in that year and had lived
here every s ince. To this union were born
BIBLE BRIEFS
two girls. There is one girl by his previous
wife. Brother Atcheson leaves his wife and
and
all three girls. The children are all marSERMON OU'FLINES
ried. Brother Atcheson will be_ missed as a
great leader in this section of the state.
G, H. P. Showalter ond W . llf. Da-...
He served as County Judge two terms and
A New Printing ot the Enlarged Edition
County Attorney for several years. He was
Prlcet liO cents1 Dozen, 1!15.1S0
connected with the school system for twenWe have . just printed several thousand ty-three years.
Most of all he will be
copies of "Bible Briefs and Sermon Out- missed by the church. For many years he
lines."
has been a worke1· in the church of Christ.
Printed on the specially thin, opaque pa- His influence will live on. He leaves beper with clear, bold type; 216 pages, so thin hind many relatives and a host o£.- friends.
that It may conveniently be car ried In the I brought the message of consolation. ·
vest pocket.
• C. Y. PETTIGII.$W"
Crowell, Texas.
Contains Nearly 200 Subject and Sermon
J,

~

Outlines
A comprehensive view ot the Bible In Its
relation to man as set torth In a series of
sulptural themes by which the Bible bec o mes Its own Interpreter.
"The Bible," "Unity of
the Bible," "Composition o!
the Bible," "Facts About
the Bible," "Helps for Bible Reading, " "Rules for
Bible Study," '·The Dispensations of Religion,"
"Proper Division of the
Word of God," etc.
- S c r i p t u r a 1 references
throughout the outlines.
A most wonderful book
of sermons on the fundamentals and on congregational
development.
To
these extensive outlines
Is
added
the
famous
"Hedge's Rules of Honorable
Controversy,"
set
forth by Dr. Levi Hedge,
which Rules are ·generally
accepted and us_ed by debaters.
Remember, this Is not only the latest but
the "Enlarged Edition".
Every preacher
should have at least one copy for his own
personal use.
This book, we believe, has no superior as
a. book for study In class work. It Is very
peculiarly adaptable as a text for a class
of lead·era and prospective preachers. Not- withstanding the high cost of production,
t}le price remains the same, that Is 60c per
copy postpaid, or $6.60 per dozen. Why not
send your order today? If you have never
seen this book, you will be amazed at the
fullness and enormous volume of its contents.
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ANDERSON-Funeral services for Lewie
M. Anderson were conducted April 28 at the
Second Street Church of Cbrist, in Portales,
New Mexico. Mr. Anderson was born seventy-eight years ago in Bell County, Texas.
He received his education at the old Lockney Christian Colleg at Lockney, Texas. In
early manhood he was married to Ina Dukeminer, and to this union two daughters
were born, one dying in early life. This
companion of Mr. Anderson's passed away
and later he was married to Miss Eva Morri"son and three girls and one son were born
to them.
In 1901 Mr. Anderson moved to the Bethel
community northwest of Portales and homesteaded. He spent the rest of his life in
and near Portales. At the time of his death
he
waschurch
a faithful
member
the Second
Street
in Portales.
Theoffuneral
services were conducted by Loye C. Ruckman of
Carlsbad, New Mexico, assisted by W. T.
Garnett of Portales.
Survivors include the widow, one son,
Merlin Anderson of \Vichita, Kansas, and
daug·hters, Mrs. Garnie Atkisson, Lovington,
New Mexico; ::\Irs: Velma Cantrell, Mrs. J);[argie Moore and Mrs. Gus Burson of Portales,
N e w Mexico.

•

JORDAN-James Nicholas (Nick) Jordan,
Jr., 46, was called from t11e walks of men
at 2 :55 p.m., Tuesday, March 24, 1953, to be
with his Lord whom he loved and served
while on this earth. 'L'he writer has been.
very closely associated with Nick in the
work of the church, and otherwise, and
always found him at all times in harmony
with God's will. Brother Jordan_ came to
Junction seven years ago, and he and hi03
good wife, Grace, placed their membership
with the church here, coming with a commendation where he formerly worshipped,
as a faithful child of God, and he surely
had proved his faith by his works when
called from this world to a better land.
Nick had served the church here at Junc,tion as one of the elders for the past five
years. He will be missed, but we know
this his works will follow after him. Ile
had a fine Christian family: his wife, Grace,
was was formerly Grace Fisher, and a sister to Congressman 0. C. Fisher of San Angelo; two wonderful daughters, Mrs. T. P.
Jacoby of Sonora, and Mrs. J. A. Hasse of
Junction; all of whom are mem.bers of the
body of Christ. Nick not only loved the
saints of the Lord, but he loved the souls
of all men. The above statement was mad&
evident by the lovely flowers that banked
the building, and the many kind words
spoken by friends from far .and near. ·Fun eral services were held at the church of
Christ.
Officiating were Harrison Matthews of San Angelo, and Roland D. Fry
of Junction. Nick's body was tenderly laid
to rest in the Junction cemetery until the
angel of the Lord shall put one foot upon
the ·sea, and one upon the land, and declare that time shall be no more. Just why
the death angel has called Nick from us in
the prime of life, we cannot fully understand, but God in his infinite wisdom knows
best, but if we could only look into that
realm where the saints have gone to await
the resurrection, perchance we could hear
Nick singing a good old song he loved:
Twilight and evening -bell, and after
That the dark: and may there be no
Sadness of farewell when I embark,
Tho from out our bourn of time and
Place, the flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my pilot face to face,
When I • have crossed the bar,

JACKSONVIllE. TEXAS

JOHN W. HEDGE, Representotin

KITTRELL G. DURST
Junction, Texas.
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Christian Education in
a Christian Environment
")

")

Pepperdine College, located in beautiful Southern California, is dedicated to provide the
best in modern education in a wholesome, Christian environment. The entire organization is made up of men and women who have given their lives ~o Christian service.

")

THE GREAT MAJORITY Of YOUNG
PEOPLE RESIDING IN THE TWO
DORMITORIES AT PEPPERDINE ARE
EXPE~IENCING THEIR FIRST EXTENDED STAY FROM HOME AND
PARENTS. THUS, THEY ENJOY
THE COMFORTABLE, HOME-LIKE
ROOMS OF BAXTER HALL FOR
MEN AND MARILYN HALL FOR
WOMEN.

")
")

")

")
")
")

-,

")

THE DORMITORIES ARE STAFFED
BY COUNSELORS WHO HAVE HAD
MANY YEARS' EXPERIENCE WITH
YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR PROBLEMS.

'.,..,
,.,
·.,

HEAD RESIDENT OF MARILYN
HALL IS MRS. MARY HALL,
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF THE BELOVED GOSPEL PREACHER, S. H.
HALL. AT BAXTER HALL IS MR.
L. C. HOUSER, A DEACON IN THE
CHURCH AND GOSPEL PREACHER.
(TOP PHOTO: MARILYN HALL,
BEAUTIFUL
DORMITORY
FOR
WOMEN, AS SEEN FROM THE
PALM-SHADED WALKWAY. LOWER PHOTO: BAXTER HALL, EQUALLY SPACIOUS IN ITS SETTING OF
PALMS AND SHRUBS. THE COLLEGE ALSO HAS 98 APARTMENTS
FOR MARRIED COUPLES.)

If you are interested in learning more about

Pep~rdine,

send now for complete information

· -,

,.,

")

I
")
")

Pepperdine College
HUGH M. TINER, President
E. V. PULLIAS, Dean •

1121 WEST 79TH STREET
LOS ANGELES 44, CALIFORNIA
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National Weekly, World-Wide in Mission, Definlte,. in Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered t o the Saints. Under Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Ftrm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Xnoweth
·
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)

I

W. M. DAVIS
Wise Unto Salvation

Paul said to. Timothy,- "But continue thou in the things
which thou hast learned, and hast been assured of, knowing
or whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou
hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able· to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim . 3:14, 15).
This being true, the Bible is the most important Book in
the world. There is no oth-er book that can make men wise
unto salvation. There are other books th a t claim to do this,
but their ver.y contents contfadict the truth of such a claim .
The Koran of Mohammedanism is presented as a revelation
from God, and cl:::.ims to be able to make men wise unto
salvation. But common sense shows it to be a human production. The Koran promises to its followers a heaven where
t he saved will practice vices condemned in the Bible.
The Koran promises a heaven where men can practice
sin without restraint. This one thing sta mps it as a human
production. It is not a book that makes m en wise unto salvatio-n. The wo ~·d of God reveals what m en need to know in
Qrder to be saved.
The Bible teaches that a1l men are sinners, unless they
have been saved by the blood 'or Christ in obedience to the
gospeL The Bible reveals what sin is, and makes known the
penalty. Then the Bible reveals Christ as man's only Savior.
He was God mai:tifes-ted in the flesh. He was crucified on the
cross, ·lYuried in the grave , rose the third d ay, and ascentled
to heaven. He was coronated "King of kings and Lord of
lords." In his official position he is man's High Priest, Mediator and Advocate. The Bible reveals Christ as a complete
Savior.
Wise Builders
Those who estim ate the value of re.al estate say that a
house is worth no more than the foundation it rests on. We
have seen buildings with costly superstructures become almost valueless on account of defectiv~ foundations.
Jesus concludes his sermon on the mount by telling of
two men who built ho uses. One built his house on the rock,
and Jesus called. him a wise man. Jesus called the other man
foolish because he built his house on the sand. Both houses
·were tried by the forces of nature-the wind blew, rain descended, and flood's came. The house on the sa.n,d fell while the
one on the rock stood. The man who built on the sand was
foolish, because he anticipated no adverse contingencies. The
other man showed wisdom by building a house that would
stand in a stor m .
J esus says men build on the rock spiritually when they

hear his sayings and do tlaem. But men display foolishness
when they hear his sayings and do them not. They build on
the sand.
Some people think tooy are Christians because they read
the Bible. But what does it profit one to read the Bible,
if he does not do what it commands? It is foolishness to
try to go to heaven short of obedience - to the teachings of
Jesus. We should be impressed with the word "do." Great
multitudes are trying to find a way around this, but they
are doomed to disappointment in the end. It is not hearing;
it is not believing, but doing Christ's commandments that
gives us recognition at the final judgment. "Be ye doers of
the word, and not hearers only."
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

If Going To Heaven Is Worth Anything,
It Is Worth Everything
S. H . Hall"
(An address delivered to the Arcadia congregation after
a month's vacation)
Introductory-The one supremely important thing today
is to impress souls that we are not here to stay but to go,
sooner or later, and, as a rule, it is sooner. Never have l
been impressed more with this fact than on our recent trip to Tennessee and Georgi,a.. There, at Russell Street
in Nashville, where I labored hard for twenty-eight years and
seven months , on the 17th of May, I was confronted with an
audie_nce that filled the house to capacity. But while I was
confronted with a host of friends, but few who were there
when I bega];l m y work there in 1922, could be seen. They
had slipped away through death's door into another world.
How I would love to give t heir names and say what can be
truthfully said of their faith fulness _to the Lord!
Then to Trion, Georgia, where, under a tent on the highway b etween Summerville and Trion, I was pleased to see
friends from Chattanooga, Atlanta, Dalton, Rockmart, and
even two souls from Nashville, Tennessee, with Menlo, Halls
Valley, Pleasant Grove, Lyerly, Summerville and Trion, all
well represented. As I looked out over that aud ience, but
few, very few, souls, did I see who were there when B-rother
Jimmie Worsham first called me to help w ith the struggling
few at Trion in 1 909. Yes, those who were at Trion then
are not there now, and the same· is true of Dalton, Neulo,
Lyerly, Pleasant Grove, Halls Valley, and onl·y a few of those
who were the youngest when 1 went to Rockmart. The strug·
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gles and sacrifices made at each place to try to get the work
going, I remember, and thank God that he led me to those
places.
Then to Atlanta, through the k indness of Brother Gus ·
R-ichmond, for a homecoming. And such a homecoming it
was~\ My soul was stirred within me when I saw so many old
friends who were just children when we went to Atlanta in
1907 and where we continued for about fourteen yearsand I have never been able since leaving that work to get
out of Georgia, and I presume it will continue to be so, so
long as I am able to go. The only adult, when I went to Atlanta was at this meeting- Brother 0 . D. Bearden, who, with
kis faithful wife, who left us just recently, started the .Atlanta work, and, through the influence of F. w_ Smith, who
ba ptized m e, had Mrs. Hall, Phil and the writer to meve there
and help twenty-five struggling souls put t hat work on its
feet.
There, in Atlanta, I made sacrifices that seems now to
have been impossibie. But God was with us. But now, from
that small beginning, we have congregations at Cary Park,
Druid Hills, East Point, North Avenue, Grant Park, Moreland Avenue, Glenwood Hills, North West, Chamblee or Brookhaven, Liberty Hill, 'Union City, Douglasville, Marietta, and
West End where the work started; with colored churches at
Simpson Street and College Park, with five radio _programs
going in June, 1952, when this report to me was sent in.
Then the twenty-odd congregations ~stablished in other parts
of the state that space forbids my naming. Yes, as I think
of it all, with multiplied dozens of other J)laces, to which
the Lord has led me, I thank God and take courage to press
on. But the point I am making is that all who were with me
at the beginning of · the work at the different places I have
named, have slipped through death's door in1!o a -better state
than in while here. And here I am, almost alone, still remaining. Do I feel lonesome? No, a thousand times NO. For God
has led me to Arcadia ·where the greatest work of my life
is . being accomplished, and to Pepperdine College and the
Japanese Church of Christ where the remainder of my days
shall, in Christ's name, be spent. I am so very, ve.ry happy.
Hut I started with the thought that "If going to heaven is
worth anything, it is worth eveq•thing." How much scripture
would I give you today if I undertook to give it all to you
that teaches, in thundering tones, this all important truth?
Time will not permit this, but this much anyway:
1. "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness," as commanded by Christ in Matthew 6: 3 3, emphasizes
its importance. It must be first in our hearts, when we rise
up, when we sit down, and as we travel along the way. If
this is not true, what did our God mean when he said to
fathers and mothers, of old, "Hear, 0 Israel: the Lord our
God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
And these words which I command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: and thou ·shalt teach them diligently U)lto thy
childr en, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, ana when thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when tho u risest up. And thou shalt bind
them as· a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as front-

lets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thine house, and on thy gates" (See Deut. 6:4-9).
If this scripture does not teach that going to heaven
worth it all, -whl).t could God say to teach it? It should beg~
in the hGme, so soon as the child is old enough to be taught:
Is this true of us? I. ask again, Is this true of us? Do rwe
attach this much importance to going to heaven?
2. Christ says he is that bread that came down from .
heaven, not the bread the fathers ate in the wilderness alJ.d
died, but that he is that bread which, if we eat, we can live
forever. This shows that the manna eaten in the wilderness
was a type of Christ (Read it in John 6:58). But how di<l
they appropriate that bread that gave physical life but was
a type of Christ our Lord who gives eternal life? It declares
that it had to be gathered the first thing in the morning, at
the beginning of the day, else they got none; for when the
sun waxed hot it melted (See Exodus f6:21). This teaches
us that eac~ day should be begun by reaching out and taking
a little stronger hold on Christ, the bread that came down
from heaven, and each day should be closed with thanksgiving for the blessing of the day and a · prayer for a good
night's rest. Tell me not that this is true.
3. Matthew 16: 2 6 teaches the lesson, "For what is a
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? Or what will a man ~iva in exchange for his soul?"
Well, he will not give anything, not even his own life, when
once he appreciates the importance of its being saved. But,
sad, sad, 0 how sad it is, that many who claim to be church
members will sell their souls for most any kind of the frivolities of life. Paul, thinking of this fact, was moved to so
teach ap.d exhort in tears. Here are his words: "For many
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are enemies of tpe Cross of Christ: whose
end is destruction, whos~ God is their belly, and whose glory
is their shame, who mind earthly things" (See Phil. 3 : 18, 19) .
Really, do you believe the salvatiol). of your soul is wo~tb
more than all the wealth of the world? If so, then why sell
it, Esau-like, for a mess of pottage? Is not goin.g to heaven
worth it all? Should this come first and be held, in importance, above everything?
But since the above address was delivered, it occurs to me
that a f ew added thoughts , are in order.
The privilege of having a part in the commencement at
David Lipscomb College and a picnic dinner for the senior
class and their parents that afternoon, can never be forgotten. But in Keeping with all that has been said, may I
ask, Where were D. Lipscomb who, with James A. Harding,
founded this school, and Harding himself, E. A. Elam, E . G.
Sewell and J. _,C. McQuiddy for whom the different buildings
are named. They were all there ·wb.en I entered the Nashville
Bible School, as it was first called . But they, with nearly
all the others associated with them then, are gone. Yes , gone
home for a very JtlUCh deser:ved rest.
My last preaching, while in Nashville, was at Charlotte
Avenue where .! conducted nearly a .month's meeting in 1906,
just after graduating from that college-two weeks under a
tent and two w.eeks in the old brick building in which they
then worshipped. But what a change has taken place ! All
the then leaders are gone. Brother J. m. .Acuff was a young
preacher then, and he and his good wife entertained us that
day, June 7, and Acuff is now an elder and the treasurer
of that immense congregation. I presume that I addressed
at least one thousand five hundred souls at 11 a.m ., which
address was tape recorded and broadcast that night on the
air. Many more old friends, whom I did not get to see at
Russell Street, were there, as -well as a number from Russell Street. This congregation's budget this year runs around
$50,000.00, and they are helping orphans homes, and strugg~ing congregations, here and there, and having the gos,Pel
preached at home and across the seas.
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Time and space forbid more at this time. But no visit tha~
I have ever made has impressed more upon my heart that
this life must end. And, again, when I think of all those dear
souls 'With whom I have labored at all of these places, who
are with us no more here, it makes me feel a bit lonely. But
these dear people at · Arcadia, Pepperdine College, and Ishiguro and Nagai at the Japanese Church of Christ will never
let me feel too lonely, regardless of how much longer my
stay here may be. May God bless them and enable me to be
a help to them, is my fervent prayer. '

"Whom Say Ye That I Amt"
W. S. Boyett
In Matt. 16:13-18 we have the record of Jesus asking the
above questiqn. He first asked: "Who do MEN say that I
am?" Then he asked the disciples, "Who do YE say that
I am?" They gave answer to the question according to both
sources of information; that is, they told him who men
said he was and then who they knew him to be. Surely
the answers of men could not have been more inaccurate.
The one given hy the disciples, though entirely correct, is
quite comprehensive. It is our purpose in this article to
answer this question from still another source: That of the
Lord himself. Who did Jesus say he was? There are at
least eight places in the gospels where Jesus said: "I am
--------·" We shall study each of these.
Jesus said: "I am the living bread which came down out
of heaven; if any man eat of this bread he shall live forever" (Jno. 6:51). He is not literal, but living bread. He tells
us that t:he bread that he is to give is his flesh. He was to
give his body for our sins and that gift was "to be as bread
to our hungry souls. This bread is not ·rood for the body, but
for the soul. It is the universal food for the sin-sic~ souls
of all men. There is no other that can satisfy the soul-hunger
of the human race. Many passages show that only through
the word of God can the spiritual food of man be supplied.
In the Lord's Supper we eat of the bread, which is to us
the body that Jesus gave for our sins, and through this means
we receive in living portrayal the flesh that he said we must
eat in order to have life (Jno. 5:53). The word of God is
the living bread only in the sense that thi'Ough obedience to
that word we receive the benefits of the sacrifice of the body
of Christ upon the cross.
Again Jesus said: "I am the light of the wol"ld: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life" (Jno. 8:12). He is not "a" light, but "the"
light of the world . Men have a need for light that can be
supplied through no other means. The sun may supply light
to walk by in the day, a~d we may profit from the light
of the moon in the night, but only Jesus can supply the light
necessary for us to walk by in the path that leads to everlasting glQry. ·T here are at least three things that should be
Closely noted in this passage. They are: First-One must be
active or moving to profit from this light. "He that followeth
me." No man can sit idly by and derive any benefit from
this light. Nor can anyone follow any other path than that
outlined for us by Jesus in his word, and receive any benefit
from this light. He must not follow men, but Jesus, if he
has the light of life. Second-There is safety in this course
or way. "He shall not walk in darkness." Darkness throughQUt the New Testament represents evil or sin. Paul told the
Ephesians: "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness" ( Eph. 5: 11). The man who came to the feast
without a wedding garment was commanded to be cast into
"outer darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of
teeth" (Matt. 22:13). Thirdly-This is the life giving way.
"They shall have the light of ille." This light guides in the
way that le~s to life. The Lord said in Matt. 7: 14: "For
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narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto
life, and few are they that find it." We must forsake the
darkness and walk as children of light to be saved. "Ye were
sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord; walk
as Children of light" (Eph. : 8).
Jesus said: "Before Abraham was born, I AM" (Jno. 8:
· 58). Thus Jesus affirmed that he is the eternal one, the preexistent Son. He existed before his birth in Bethlehem. ," Ill.
the beginning was the word, and the word was with God,
and the word was God . . . And the word became flesh and
dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, gl()rY as of the
only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth" (Jno.
1:1-14).
He also said: "I am the door, by me if a man enter in he
shall be saved" (Jno. 10: 6). Only those who ·enter this door
shall "go in and go out and find pasture." Those that climb
up some other way are thieves and robbers (v. 1). Christ
is the only way to the Father, and there is no other door
because there is no other way. There is but one heaven and
but one way to go there, so there is but one door through
which to .enter that way.
Directly in connection with this statement is the one made
by the Master in Jno. 14:6: "I am the way, and the truth,
and the life: no one cometh to the Father, but by me."
Hence he is both the door and the way. He is the new and
living way (He b. 10:20). He is also the truth. He is the
word (Jno. 1 : 1, 14), and the w.ord is the truth (Jno. 17:17),
therefore, he is the truth. He is the incearnate word. To know
him is to know the truth, and to know the truth is to be
made free by it (Jno. 8: 3 2). To know him is to keep his
commandments. None who do not keep his commandments
know him. "He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not In him" (1
Jno. 2: 4). He is the life, because he is the only source of
spiritual life. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God; and they that hear shall live. For as the Father
hath life in himself, even so gave he to the Son also to have
life in himself: and he gave him authority to execute judgment, because · he is a Son of man" (Jno. 5:25-27). He is
not only the only source of life, but he is our life. "If ye
were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ ·is, seated on the right hand of God. Set
your minds on the things that are above, not on the things
that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, shall be
manifested, then shall ye also with him be manifested in
glory" (Col. 3 : 1-4).
Again: "I am the good Shepherd; and I kn<tw mine own,
and mine own know me" (Jno. 10:14). Here is one of the
most comforting passages in all the Bfble. "The Lord is my
shepherd," said the shepherd boy of Israel, and then follows
one of the most beautiful poems on the loving care anc~ protection of God, that is to be found in any language. Jesus
as our good shepherd assures us of proper pasture. How truly
sweet and comforting is the thought of loving care supplied
by the good Shepherd. "I am the good Shepherd, the good
shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep" (Jno. 10: 11).
There is also the unmistakable identity: "I know mine ow11.."
Note the blessings that the good Shepherd promises: "I give
unto them eternal life and they shall never perish." It should
be closely noted to whom these promises are made, and on
what conditions. "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and' they follow me." It should be noted that Christians are
to follow Christ unto death. "Be thou faithful unto death
and I will give you a crown" (Rev. 2: 10). Also he does not
give us eternal life in this world, but in the world that is to
come "Mark 10.:29, 30). Certainly in the world to come "they
shall never perish, nor shall any man pluck them out of the
Father's hand,
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«J am th e vine , and ye a r e t he branches" (Jno. 15:5). It
is obvious that the O.isciples as individua ls a r e the branches,
for he says in verse 6: "If a man abide not in me, he is cast
forth as a branch." Just as surely as the branch cannot bear
fruit without the vine, neither can the disciple without the Lord.
!':Tot only so, but there must be a vital connection between the
disciple a·nd the Master, like that between the branch and the
vine_ Disconnect the branch from the vine and· it is ·sure to
die. The same is true of the Christian and the Lord. "He is
our life" and without him we cannot live. The branch cannot
bear fruit unless it abides in the vine, nor can the Christian
bear fruit unless l1e abides in Christ. The non-fruit bearing
branches cannot please the Father (v. 8), and they will be
cut off and cast into the fire.
Finally: "I am the resurrection and the life, he that liveth and believeth in me, though he die, yet shall he live"
(Jno. 11: 25). When we compare · the statements: "Christ
who is our life> and "It is appo inted unto men once to die, "
t here seems to be a paradox, but in the light of the above
jpassage all is clear. "He is the resurrection." What does death
mean to those discipl es who know the Lord, and who from
liim receive life and th e resurrection from the dead? Our
hope in Christ is not in this life only. "If we have only
hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all -men most pitiable"
(1 Cor. 15:1 9) . Christ's answer to the question at the heading of this article certainly presents him a s the "fullness of
him that fill e th a ll in all." "For it was the good pleasure
of the Fath er that in him should all fullness dw ell" (Col.
1:19). "For in him d'Welleth all the fullness of the god-head
bqdily_ And ye are compLete in him, which is the head of all
principality arid p·owe1·" (Col. 2:9, 10). "And of his fullness
have all we r ecteived" (Jno. 1:16). Our Lord's answer to the
question presents ·two outstanding facts we should never forget: the utte-.· hopelessness of those that are out of Christ
and the completeness of those that are in Christ. Is this Christ,
who filleth all in all yout'S? Remember, he promised: "If a
man"' love me, he will keep my word: and my Father will
love him, and we will_ come unto him, and make our abode
with hh1" (Jno. 14:23).

.,
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The Herald Of Truth, Management
And What It Does
J. l\1. Pa.tterson
An Elf1er of Highland Congregation,
Abilene, Texas
(1)

James W. Nichols and James D. Willeford preached their
first sermQns at age fourteen and have been p_reaching ever
since.
Both are graduates of Abilene Christian College.
They were co-speakers for a few years over a six station radio
netwC>rk in Iowa and Wisconsin. Prospects revealed by radio
were f{)llowed up by conventional evangelism. Seven active
eongrega tions were established by this campaign. This was
the birthplace of the Herald of Truth Radio Effort. The plan
was submitted to the Highland elders in the autumn of 19 51,
with r equest that t hey sup rvise and direct the program.
T.lre elders flashed the " green lig ht," thous ands of letters
w.ere written to congregations a.n<l. many area mee tings were
held, explaining the objectives, with solicitations for assistance . In three months $250,000 .00 was assured.
Some ask, why did · the Highland elders pi ck Nichols arid
Willeford instead of older preachers to do the s peaking.?
The elders were on the vrrong side of the table to pick. The
whole idea was a "brain child " born out of the minds of
Nichols and Willeford. The elders accepted the responsibility, inclu-ding the authority to chan ge preachers, in case they
fa iled to measure up to the quality of preaching needed, also
t h e ri g ht to have, or no t to have, guest speakers and to make

any other alterations , expedient to the · success of. the program. The Highland el ders make all such decisions ; some
may be mistakes, some may not. The elders have warm
response by Will_e ford and Nichols to all decisions.
More than a year has passed since . the Herald of Truth
went on the air over 105 stations. It is now on 250 stations,
scattered well over the USA and parts of Canada. Thousands
of letters, and many personal contacts in area meetings
reveal unimpeachable evidence that the POSITIVE, SIMPLE
and APPEALING APPROACH, woven into their radio sermons, is winning its way into the hearts -of millions of the
radio a~dience, representative of all classes and beliefs,
known in ou·r land. We believe the facts indicate that the
present setup should not be altered very much, if any, so long
as the gospel is being received by so many people in so m,any
classes of our cosmopolitan society. Willefo.rd and ·Nichols
are young men in calendar years, but seasoned with maturitx
in radio evangelism.
( 2)

H:mdling Contril>Utions
From beginning, down to date, books have been kept,
showing all contributions and expense items. These books
are audited semi-annually by a certified public accountant
and are subject to inspection by contributors at any time.
As the money comes in, it is deposited in the bank in a special fund, earmarked, "The Herald of Truth." The Highland elders appointed Bro. P. S. Kendrick to write all checks
on this special fund, with instructions not to write any checks
without specific a uthorization of the elders. None of this
fund is ever used for Highland 's other obligations . All wh o
handle this money are under a commercial bond, for yo ur
protection. The elders are using every means available to
safeguard these contributions. This money is us ed ONLY
for the radio work for which it was contributed.
- ( 3)

inspection of Broadcast :Matelial
All material of each broadcast is carefully inspected by
the elders, before transcription is made. The purpose is to
safeguard against errors, of any kind, ·getting through and
on the air, which might escape attention of the writer.
Nichols and W illeford are willing -for the elders to use a
"fine toothed comb" on their sermon material, to help protect
them an d the radio audience against errors . We are all conscious of the faCt that some errors and sour notes slip through
our fingers and boom out over the air. When such happe~s.
we solicit your patience, understanding and sympathy for
after all, we are doing our very best to keep the program
scriptural. dignified and simple. We solicit your pra.yers.

(4)
Office Work
Soon after ·the Herald of Truth was on the air, we became
"snowed under" with mail, wh ich grew heavier as time
passed. V.le dug out by pers uading Brother John F. Reese
to dispose of his business and work full time for tlYe Herald
of Tru t h , on a. re g ular eight hour basis , which does not interfere with his other duties as an elder at Highland. Brother
Reese has achieYed econo mical efficiency in h and ling the office work . Every worker is assigned a specific job to do,
knows the job, and does it well. All who work in the r adio
effort aJ;e members of our Lord's church , an d they a re
happy to serve . Br other Reese is familiar with all decisions
fo r mally made by the gro up of elders and is able to dispose
of most matters each day within bounds of such decisions.
All otller matte r s that come up are discussed and decide-d
upon by the group of elders ; thus keeping all clerical matters
under constant super vision of the elders as a body.
(5)

When a la;i, I hunted sq uirrels, with my father, in the
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big timber of Tennessee. The dog would tree a squirrel,
which would hide behind a limb as father and I approached
the scene. Father would pick a good place to stand vrith his
gun, and tell me to go around on the other side of the tree
and SHAKE A BUSH, which would frighten the squirrel
around on his side of the tree. Thus the squirrel came
RIGHT OUT IN THE OPEN. on·e shot would bring home
the meat, because father could see what he was shooting at.
RADIO SHAKES TI-fE BUSHES, so to speak, as millions of.
people listen to the radio singing and teaching. Many listen
with increasing interest which, growing into a driving intensity, moves th\)m RIGHT OUT IN THE OPEN.
This is
evidenced by their response to the usual radio announcements, by many attending services at local congregations and
others writing local churches. Great numbers have written
directly to the Herald of Truth . Letters involving Bible questions that we receive are forwarded to the closest cong!egations to the pr ospects to be handled in the way they may
determine.
MOST ALL OF THOSE THAT ARE OUT IN
THE OPEN are bombarded with the mighty power of the
Word of God, by pulpit preaching, personal work and the
printed page, under the direction of congregations a ll over
the USA. This bom-bardment is being done with deadly accuracy, because they can SEE WHAT THEY ARE SHOOTING AT. When ·the BUSHES ARE SHAKEN by the Herald
of Truth, the supervision and direction of the High land elders
ceases to follow any further, except to follow up and try to
oomplete the teaching necessary to convert the interested
prospects, which COME OUT IN THE OPEN within the Highland's own limitations of congregational autonomy. It is the
sole mission of ·the Herald of Truth TO SHAKE THE
BUSHES, and leave the shooting up to the direction of local
congregations, as they may desire. Hundreds of happy people, which yte know about, and obviously many others, are
now walking in a NEW LIFE, 'WITH CHRIST, because they
tuned dials at the right time and the right frequency which
opened the doors and let the Herald of Truth COME IN.
In closing, the Highland elders would like to state that it
is their hope that no local radio program will lack support
because of the Herald of Truth but that by joining hands
and uniting efforts the greatest· number of gospel sermons
can be carried to the greatest possible listening audi~nce.
Approved by all other elders:
W. F. Cawyer
W. C. Foutz
John F . Reese
W. C. Smith
L. E. Weathers

•
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The Classes At The
Abilene Christian ·College Lectureships
J.D. Thomas
Our mail concerning the 19 53 and 19 54 Lectureships at
Abilene Christian College has brought us many interesting
items. Practically all of the new features that were added
this year were well-received and there are many suggestions
to ·continue them. As an illustration of the interest that the
daily classes in teacher-training and other subjects evoked,
we give herewith a letter from Sister Ed Anderson practically
verbatim.
Midkiff, Texas
Box 525
March 21, 1958
Dear Brother Thomas,
This was my first year at Lectureship and I certainly was
Inspired by it.
In respo_n se to your request I a1p. writing you (on the bulletin).
I can't say enough for the teacher -training classes. The troub le
was that there were so many good ones and I could only attend

one each day, since th ·y all were conducted at the same hour.
First, let me say I go to church at Ranl<in, which is only about a
year and one-half old, nearly two, and am very interested ln.
teaching the Bible to little children in an interesting way that
will stay with them. Now, baclr to .the Lectureship. I wanted toattend all of them, but since I couldn't and was interested inteaching children, I went to Sister Oler's class the first day.
- She, as you already know, is grand. I like for her to give
<lemonstration lessons as she does. The following day I attended.
Sister Southern's class. She, too, is grand . She told us about
flannel bacl<ground as did Sister Oler, that we could save money lf'
we would buy the flannel and color our· own backgrounds. SO>
the n ext morning I caine by the dry goods store an d bought four
yards of white flannel. That afternoon after class Sister Southern invited me to her home to color mine like the ones she bas.
In other words, I have six bacl<grounds for $1.56, which is far
less than one at the store. What I thought about is, could it
be possible to add a sort of workshop? Could the classes be
arranged so we could attend· more than one?
I went to Sister Pack's class the last day and found it to be
just as in spiring, since I am also interested in "Personal Werk
in the Church for Women."
Of course, I r ealize that my suggestions might not be helpful
ones to you, since I am not acquainted with the difficulties t hat
they would involve.
Once again, I want to thank 'y ou and all thos e who were responsible for the grand Lectureship. I hope to be there next year.
Yours very truly,
Mrs. Ed Anderson
P. S. I came bacl; to Rankin and demonstrated what I had learned
to one of our Bible teachers. She was delighted and asked me
to meet with h er class and her class, too, was favorab ly impressed. I used what the teacher called "Flash Cards." I have
now worked out two morl'l lessons in her class. I am sure there
would be _no way to know how much g·ood was done in thooe
training classes.

Thinking Out Loud
Ross W. Dye
As I sat before the typewriter musing· on various things
with which I could fill this page in the weekly. bulletin, I
began to wonder whether any man ever sees himself as he
really is, with all the imperfections of the flesh. I know the
Bible is a mirror in which we can see our true nature, but
do we objectively look into that mirror, or does bias ·prevent
our seeing the real image that is reflected? Could we be like
the Laodiceans who said, "I am rich, and increased with
good, and have need of nothing"?
When we read Paul's catalogue of works of the flesh, do
our eyes fall upon murder and such like, and impart to us •
a self-satiSfied feeling because we are innocent, and fail to
scrutinize our hearts to see whether there are any enirnities,
strife, j ealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, envyings, etc.? Malice, jealousy, and party spirit are listed along
with fornication and murder. These sins manifest themselves in various, ways. One common outcropping of these
particular works of the flesh is whispering or backbiting.
One of the blackest lists of sins in the Bible is found in the
first chapter of Romans. Among these base things we find
whispei·ers and b'a ckbiters. These are other words for gossipers and talebearers.
One r eason that the Bible doesn't get out o~ date and
fail to s'u pply our needs . is because man is the same as
has always been. In Paul's day, some men had a rule-or-ruin
disposition. John describes one such character in his third
epi_stle. Diotrephes loved to have the pre-eminence in the
church. · He want~d to call the tune for the· church. It would
be surprising if there were no~ Diotrephes in the church today. There are always some few who furn sour and talk
against the work of the church because, as the children, they
say, "We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we
have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented."
Diotrephes wanted his way. He couldn't be out of step;
it was the rest of the army! Hence John said he was "pr ating against us with malicious words ." D iotr eph es was slimp ly
a backbiter and a whisperer. He unleashed his malice, j eal-
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ousy, and party spirit in the . form of s landerous gossip . Perhaps he was the kind of fellow who couldn't say enough
to condemn sin in others. Someone else was carnal because
of immorality, but he didn't know that he was carnal because of his jealousy and "big I;, attitude.
Let us take heed lest we strain at a gnat and swallo'w a
camel. "For whereas there is among you envying, and strife,
.aud divisions, are ye not carnal,' and walk as men?" Some.one said, "Of the unspok en word thou art master; the
:spoken word is master of thee." If you can't speak well of
your brethren, and if you can't be a booster to the work,
tb.e least you can do is keep out of the way so that earnest
workers can be busy without hindrances and unnecessary
obstructions.

Studies In Galatians (No. 10)
R . C. Bell
Christians may trust God never to require, or to permit-,
anything that is inconsistent with the laws of their mind
and nature . or that is inimical to their welfare. To them, God
is too wise to make mistakes, and too good to ·betray their
confidence and take advantage of their limitations and helplessness. In Christianity, this is the basic relationship between
Creator and creature.
Frustt·ation of Christians
It is very difficult for men really to get onto this Christian

ground. Even when they intellectually perceive the conect
rel ationship between the divine a:nd the human in Christianity and want to dethrone self that Christ may reign in
their lives, there may be no corresponding inner reality to
the outed symbolism. Instead of the old man's being buried
and a new man's being born in ba ptism, the old man may remain alive to dominate the desires, ambitions and activities
of th eir lives. Those who go through this .. pattern of a regenerated life with little or no change in purpose and direction of life should nlit be surprised when they reap frustra-.
tion, for "God is n.ot mocked."
Christ taught much that pertains to this matter. He repeatedly warned his disciples against doing things to be
seen of men and against the unr eality and hypocrisy of the
Pharisees. In substance he said: "The attempt of the Pharisees to make men think they are pious a nd good, when they
are not, has eaten the ver.y heart out of Hebretr religion.
Beware of their leaven; this must not be repeate d in my kingdom." Did Peter, James and John, as well as Judas, need
this caution? He warned "his dis ciples first of all" (Luke 12:
1) of this supreme danger . Christ knew that not only his
immediate disCiples were disposed, but also that many in
coming generations ·would be disposed to pervert his way of
living into a code, which they would attempt to "stick on"
the old man instead of becoming n ew creatures , who could
live Christ's way naturally, because it wou ld be in harmony
with their new n ature . He knew that the effort to do good
V'{ithout being good would be as 'unnatural and impossible
as for thistles to produce figs; he knew that this unr eality
would dress wolves in sheep's clothing.
Some Christians are frustrated and joyless .because their
"fruits .o f the Spirit," like cut flowers, is rootless and ar.tificial. As the foolfsh Galatians and Colossians (Col. 2:16 - 23)
thought, they foolishly think that Christianity lacks power
and effectiveness; that, if the best fruit is to be had, the
gospel must be eked out by "rudiments of the world ," l_egalism, and human merit. This perversion upsets the elj:quisite
balance and · perfect adaptation of the gospel to human need,
cuts the tap root of the fruit of the Spirit, and otherwise obstructs the divine "power that works in us" (Eph. 3:20) .
God's Sovereign Cure-all
Sin has not distorted the nature · of 'plants and animals
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as it has the nature of man. They still live naturally according to their original nature. But when Adam rebelled against
God, something deep within his inmost being snapped with
catastrophic ruin to his whole persnnality. He was so disorganized that he could n~ver restore himself, because he
had lost the power both to do right and to refrain from
doing wrong. No matter how heroically men strive in this
· depraved state to live rightly, they, as Romans 7 attests,
always miserably fail. Since other ci·eatures of earth, from
animals, birds and insects through flowers, have never so
"fallen," such striving is unknown to them. Man's being exceptional among earthly creatures in this respect is good evi-'
deuce of his having been created in the jmage of God, of his
tragic· fall, and of his fitness for restoration·.
To correct all the ravages that sin has wrought in human
nature is the prodigious task that God has set himself in
Christianity. And inasmuch as nothing can reach maturity
except through the fulfillment of its nature, God proposes to
restore man's original natura so that he may live, naturally,
as he was made to· live, •w ithout moral drudgery. Now, th.is
is a . religion worth having, and worthy of God! However,
Christians on earth are yet in training, and, by reason of
their imperfect surrender to God, much frustration and failure occur. "But now we see not yet all things subjected to
him (Jesus). But we behold .. . Jesus . . . saying . . . Behold, I and the children whom God hath given me" (Heb.
2: 8-13). God and Christ are perfecting a host of "children,"
healed of all wounds, to be "a new harmony yet." "Not
yet" do we see it; we are yet to see it.
Sowing seed in soil does not make a harvest. In both
nature and religion, sowing seed is prerequisite, · but inadequate. The seeded soil _in ust lie exposed to the sun for a season that God with superhuman work may produce his harvest. Likewise, Christians must lie exposed to God's superhunan redemptive workings as he advances his stupend\)US
task of restoring .man's original personality.
And as men, knowing that the work of seed, soil and sun
cannot be d ivorced, never vex themselves about the part
_ each plays in making a crop, so they need not argue about
the respective work of the inseparable word an.d Spirit in
their souls. Nevertheless, God the Spirit's ministry was not
completed with his giving the written word. He takes up his
abode in those who receive his wOl'd to help their infirmiti es, and in wordless groanings to pray for them (See Rom.
8 :26). Of course, all that he do es is in conjunction and agreement with his written word ._
Christians, can we but realize how deep our "hurt, how on
a human level incurable our wound, how when given the
best hum a n treatment it but festers and grows worse, surely
we can humbly and t ruly trust God's treatment. Can we but
realize the difficulty and th~ immensity of the task of recreating wrecked humanity, that, "It is by no (mere) breath,
turn of eye, wave of hand, that salvation joins issue with
dealh"; realize that not only man's destiny, but also God's
name, honor and glory are involved, surely we can see the
extreme folly and peril of rending the seamless robe of
ChristiaJ;J.ity and discarding part of it as being unnecessary.
If in our redemption, God, assuming a work that, if any
work can tax, taxes his resources, gracious'ly proposes to
dwell in us as his temple and to strengthen us at the place
of our greatest weakness and need "with _power through his
Spirit, in the inward man," who are we to say that such
help is contrary to the laws of the huma:n mind! May not
such an ~ttitude be responsible for some of our frustration
with its mere fluttering instead of flying? "Grieve not the
Holy Spirit of God."
We close our, " Studies in Galatians" with Paul's benediction; "The grace of om· Lord Jesus Ghrist be with your spirit, brethren. Amen."
Sta. A.C .C., Abilene, Texas.
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M. Norvel Young
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? (No. 42)

M. Norvel Young
Continuing our study of Acts we find Paul leaving Troas
o-n his way to Jerusalem. He called for the elders or overseers
at E·phes us to give them a final charge. "Ye yourselves kno'!,
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, after what manner
I was with you all the time, serving the Lord with all lowlill€lli!S of mind, and with tears, and with trials which befell
me by the plots of the Jews . . . " Paul had the misfortune
to be persecuted more by his own brethren than by the pagans.
Then he goes on to say, "I s~rank not from declaring unto
you anything t:lilat was profitable, and te&eh you publkly,
and from house to house . . . I shrank not from declaring
l1l.Jl.to you the whole counsel of God" (Acts 2 0 : 2 7) .
Today many preachers and teachers of the Bible teach only
a part of it, and refuse to plainl y teach those passages which
are unpopular. Paul was not that kind of preac-her. By htS
example he shows that God expects his followers to study
and teach all of God's word. To stress a few passages of
scripture to the negleet of great areas of equally important
teaching is to distort God's word. Let us not be ashamed to
dii;clare to our friends and neighbors the '"whole counsel of
God." This includes not only teaching sinners to believe, but
also to repent and be baptized. But it doesn't stop there. It

"They Are Not Too Small Nor Too Many"
James W. Nichols
In the last few months, it has been my privilege to visit
and speak on the campuses of three of the junior colleges
supported by our brethren. These visits disproved a favorite
!Wage among some of o~r brethren: "We have too many small
schools and they are too small."
I have been impressed with the work at Central Chi-istian
College at Bartlesville, Oklahoma; Freed-Hardeman College
at Henderson, Tennessee, and just re cently the Florida Chrisfl!an College at Tampa, Florida. I do not believe that we have
too many or that they are too small. They fill a very definite
and proper place in the education of many Christian young
people. These schools are worthy of our support and prayers.
I had the opportunity in February to spend some time on
the campus at Florida Christian College during their annual
lectureship. There were several things peculiar to this school
that impressed me and, I am sure, would impress every Christian who would have such an opportunity.
First is the desig·n in the planning to make the ·school as
much self-supporting as possible through their hydraponics
plant. "The growth of vegetables without the use of soil"
is beginning to prove a very valuable asset. It is unbelievable
l:!lat forty tons of tomatoes could be produced in one year
off of one acre of space. While some tomatoes were bring-.
ing only 10 cents retail, these fine super-tomatoes were bringing 30 cents per pound wholesale. Within a few years, with
proper expansion, the hydraponics department at Florida
Christian College should be able to furnish a goody portion
of the deficit that such a school would normally have to meet
each year.
They are also developing a manual training department
for the manufacture of furniture. Plans are in the making for
the development of a small herd of cattle. These three projects are designed first of all to supplement the income of the
school, and secondly, provide means of employment for those
Btudents who must wol'k their way through school; and th!rd-

includes teaching newborn babes in · Christ how to live godly
lives, how to ,grow in the Christian virtues, how to worsllip
God acceptably, how to conduct themselves as Christians in
the home, in business, and in the community.
This includes the condemnation of all forms of worldliness,
ungodliness and sin. It also includes the encouragement of
all righteousness, love, spirituality. Every scripture has its
part to play: "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for .teaching, for reproof, . for correction, for instruction
in righteousness: that the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work" (2 T im . 3" : 16).
Wherever preacher~ fail to declare the whole counsel of
God they are failing in their sacred task. Wherever disciples
of Christ .fail to study and apply the whole .counsel of God
they are failing short of their duty. As you read through the
Bible, mark those passages which apply to you and which
you have not paid any attention to before. Mark those upon
which you never heard a lesson or sermon. It will surprise
you how complete the word of God is. It will challenge you
to study "to show yourself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth". ( 2 Tim. 2:15). Remember, the word of God is the
seed of the kingdom. Wherever it goes men may read or
hear it, accept its message and be saved by following its
Christ. Start a Bible class in your home.
ly, to train the young men and women in such secular fields.
I believe that the men who have the admiytistration of
Florida Christian College, like our other schools are very
capable and consecrated men. The department of Bible with
Brethren Homer Hailey, Jim Cope, Clinton Hamilton, G. K .
Wallace and others, will provide a well-rounded study in the
Bible.
But let it be understood that a school as young as Florida
Christian College has moe.ny needs. These needs can and
should easily be met by brethren who are interested in education in a Christian ·environment. Schools such as Florida
Christian College open up the _doors of opportunity to many
young people who otherwise would not attend a much larger
school at a greater distance from home. With their work
recognized as it is by other schools, the only conclusion that
I can make is that they are not too small, nor are they too
many.

DESIRABLE BOOU:S FOR EVERY HOME

Commentary on Romans by Li-pscomb and Shepherd__
Oommentary on Revelation by John T. Hinds ______

2.50
3.00

Commentary on the Gosp~l of John by B. w. Johnson
Commentary on the Book of. Acts by J. W. McGarvey
Commentary on Mark l)y C. E. W. Dorris ---------Commentary on Hebrews by Milligan - --- - --------Commentary on Fit:st ·Corinthians
by Lipscomb-Shepherd -----------------------------Memoirs of Alexander Camp,bell ------------------ -

3.00
3.50
3.00
2.50

Box 77

3.00
8.50

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas

If you have not secured ·your copy of the new edition
of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, we are now
in position to fill all orders.- Buckram binding, $6.00;

Leather binding, $10.00.
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AN INDICTMENT ON OPINIONISM
In the Millennia! Harbinger of 1837 Alexander
Campbell published the following article on "Opinionism." Though written more than 100 years ago
it is entirely fitting just now. The churche'S of Christ
have been disturbed during the last decade much on
this line.
There is a growing taste for opinionism in the
ranks of the Reformation. This rriust be squashed, or
there will be an end . to 'an moral and religious improvement. It has ever been the harbinger of schism
and the forerunner of all discord, vain jangling, and
bad feeling among all classes of religionists; it has,
indeed, ever been the plague of Christendom. I have,
therefore, re-solved to be clearly and fully understood
on this subject, and shall be at pains to define this
new name of an ancient pest with all perspicuity and
p~ecision.

First, let me ask: What ·is an opinion? "Persuasion without proof," says some of our lexicographers. ·.
It is a speculation built on probable evidence. It is
neither knowledge :v.or faith; b.ut, in the absence of
these, it is an inference, a conclusion to which the
mind inclines or assents, according to its information .
and moqes of reasoning. As vision puts an end to
faith, and fruition puts an end to hope, so knowledge
and belief put an end to opinion. Knowledge is our
own experie11ce; faith, our assurance of the experience of others; and opinion, our persuas.i on of the
probability of a matter which we neither know nor
believe. In one sentence, then, knowledge is the certainty of our own experience; faith, the certainty of
the experience of other persons; opinion, the probability of our own reasonings. I know that honey is
sweet, I believe that William IV is dead, and I am
of the opinion that North American Indians are of
Abraham's extraction.
An opinionist is one fond of ·opinions, but especially of his own. Opinionism, then, it may be presumed, is fondness for opinions. But' that I may
meet the exigency of the crisis and give a proper latitude to this term, I hereby define "opinionism" to be
"the liberty of propagating one's own opinion."
Some of our correspondents suppose "opinionism",
as thus defined, to be an element, an essential part of
Christian - liberty; and if any restrictions should be
imposed upon their benevolent efforts to propagate
whatever comes into· their heads, they instantly complain of an infringement of their rights. It is not
long since we have been blamed by some for not opening our pages to ·the propagation of certain opinions,
and have thereby incurred the censure of not paying
a- proper regard to the rights of others.
But we do not admit the right; for if this be a

Christian right, it is an equal and an inalienable right.
Now, if the liberty of· propagating one's own opinions
be the right of a Christian, then every man, woman,
and child in Christ's church has a right to propagate
his or her opinions and to complain if that right be ·
not respected by all the Christian community; and
as there is no restriction as to the number or magnitude of subjects on which opinions may be formed,
there can be no limitation of the number of opinions
that may be offered for adoption or propagation; and
thus the whofe earthly pilgrimage of the church may
be occupied in the discussion of such opinions.
Again, if such be the right of all, it is the duty of
~11 to listen and judge; for all Christian rights oblige1
to corresponding duties. If ·only one person in al
church has a right to propagate his opinions, it is th~
duty. of all the rest to listen to him; for that the very
nature of the right implies. But if all have the right
in question, then all are obliged, in turn, to propagat~
their. own opinions on any one or all of the ten thousand top'ics on which a person may form an opinion;
for be it observed that the dominions of opinion are
larger than the dominions of knowledge and faith
united.
We are, therefore, rationally and religiously compelled to deny any such right. It is not the right of'
any one citizen of Christ's kingdom to propagate any
opinion whatever, either in the public assembly or in
private; consequently it is not the duty of all nor of
any one to listen to an opinionist in his efforts to
dogmatize or establish his opinions. This is an important point, and we state it confidently and boldly.
Opinions in religion can have no authority. Precepts, promises, and threatenings, sanctioned by Omnipotence, are the weapons of the Holy Spirit. Man
may form opinions and ·walk by them on all subjects
of mere temporal concern, in the absence of divine
revelation; but to walk by opinions rather than by
faith, or in opposition to faith, is effectually to make
the Book of God of no authority. -Moreover, in the
decisions of that volume, he who propagates an opin;
ion and seeks to attach persons to it, or to himself
·on account of it, is a factionist in embryo; in infancy,
or in manhood.
Unless this matter is better understood, it will fare
with us as with Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists,
and other religious communities; we shall be broken
to pieces as well as they. It is owing to the patience
of contradiction and the great good sense of some of
our more intelligent brethren that schisms have not
already appeared among us under the 'assumption that
every Christian has a right to propagate his opinions.
While it is conceded that on some matters we have
all liberty to form opinions, and, .if asked for them,
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to express them, we must regard tltis as very different
from the right to propagate our speculations, instead
of practicing the precepts of the gospel.
There are two things hard to be uttered. The
first is, "I have erred;" the second, "I am ignorant."
A haughty spirit, rather than say the former, will

frame many an excuse for himself; and rather than
acknowledge the latter, he will advance many a speculation. Yet it is both piety and wisdom to acknowledge an error when guilty; and, in the absence of
revelation clear and explicit, it is our privilege to be
ignorant and to acknowledge it.

Training For Students Attending Aand MCollege
College ·station Church Furnishes Christian

of the Bible Chair are paid by the College Station church.
The academic qualifications of the instructor must meet the
requirements of the college for its faculty but the college
pays none of th e expenses.
Another aspect of the training available to the students
is furnished by the church in its regular program. Every student who attends the church is given an opportunity to have
an active part in its program of work and worship. Many
students who had never before been active in church· work
h-aYe. gone out from this congregation full of the spirit of
Christ and prepared to take an active part in the church to
which they moved after graduation. During one school year
recently, the College Station church was furnishing five surI'ounding congregations with full-time student preachers which
- it was training. Many others go out on irregular appo intments
to preach, lead singing and teach classes. Some of these young
men are now preaching regularly in the communities to which
they moved after graduation from A&M College. Many others
are used in the College Station church for leading -singing,
prayer, scripture r-eading, making talks, teaching classes, making announcements, serving ·at communion table, ushering,
greeting visitors and personal work in the college dormitories . A recent bulletin which I received through the mail from
that church indicated that 45 students participated in the
worship program during a four-day ll1eeting in which Brother
Carl Spain from Houston was the preacher. The minister and
the elders are doing a great work in the training of these
young men.
Families and churches from all sections of the state are
indebted to this church for the Christian training given their
sons while attending Texas A&M College. Many individuals
(some from the battlefields of Korea) and. several churches
have come to 'the aid of this church to help take care of its
expansion program . I wonder if there are still others who
wo uld like to invest in the Christian training of their sons
who are now attending Texas A&M College and those who
are to attend next year and the years after that. If so, address your correspondence to the church of Christ, care of
James F. Fowler, P. 0 . Box 98, College Station, Texas.
I have written these things from my heart because I know
the problems this small congregation faces in trying to finance a $53,000 project with so little time to acc~mulate a
large cash fund in addition to operating expenses and commitments already made for B-ible school space.
3031 Ryan Avenue, Fort Worth 10, Texas.

C. H. Be•r na.rd
In a recent issue of Finn Foundation I read an article
concerning the enlarged building of the church of Christ in
College Station, Texas. Since I worshipped with that congregation for ten ' years (1941-51) this article struck some very
sentimental chords in my heart. College Station is the home
of Texas A&M College and, as stated in the article, the church
there was founded primarily in the interests of the students
and this is still the chief mission of the group which worships
at that place.
From 1921 to 1935 Brother A. D. Martin met with the
st1,1dents in the YMCA on the college campus. In .1935, Sister
E. F. Woodward of Houston became interested in the work
there and built a beautiful chapel and minister's home and
supported the work until her death in 1943. Brother R. B.
Sweet served as minister in a very fine wa-y from 1935 ' to
1946, and Brother James F. Fowler has been. serving in that
capacity in an admirable way since 1946.
In 1941, when I moved to College Station, the congregatioJ;J. still consisted mostly of college students, there being less
than a half-dozen resident families . At present, about twothirds of the membership is made up of college students and
one-third of resid ent members, the latter being about 7 5 consisting of 28 families. About 300 students enroll in A&M
College each year who are either members of the church, or
they express church of Christ preference. The $53,000 building expense taken on by the College Station congregation was
necessitated by the need for a larger building and a major
repair job on the foundation and cracked walls of the present
building. The regular program of the church has required an
annual budget of more than $10,000 for the past five or six
years which has been carried wholly by the local niembers.
The church of Christ at College Station is doing a great
service in the training of students from all parts of the state.
This training has several aspects. The church there ma~n
tains a Bible Chair in the college which offers several Bible
courses which give colleg~ credit. Many students who are
not members of the · church enroll in these courses. These
courses are taught by Brother .Fowler and the entire expenses
A

PARABLE

A . R. Holton
It is said that seven men met to discuss
the night. Darkness had settled aown, and
these seven men were asl<:ed in turn what
they thought about the night. One arose
and said, "What a lovely night! The night
has great purpose, it has a great place in
human existence." The second arose and
said, "We only have to thin!<: that the sun
is shining; our thoughts can turn the darkness into day." The third arose and proposed a scheme to destroy the night. He
said, "There is a way by which we in our
own power can destroy the darkness that
has come upon us." The fourth arose and
said, "Let us pray, '0 Lord, come and destroy the night, and do it now'." And he
said, "Let u s organize prayer meetings, and

pray God to intercede on our behalf." And
a fifth arose and said, "There is no God,
and there is nothing to pray to."
The
sixth arose and said, "We are victims of
despair; there is nothing to do.
We are
v ictims of the darkness, and there is noth ing to be done." The seventh arose . and
said, "Let us light a candle.
We admit
that the ' darkness is upon us. And we admit
that our situation is d es p e rate, but we can
at least light a candle."
It need not be pointed out · that this is
all very true to life. In the midst of a darR·
world, Jesus Christ has lighted a candle,
and he himself is the light of the world.
And Christians are the light of the world.
A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.
Let your light shine before men. Yes, we
can light a candle against the world's darkness.

DlTml Vinson, 511 Pearl Street, Denton,
Texas : '.rhe Pearl Street congreg·ation rec ently engag·ed in a series of services, June
14'- 21 with Brother Pat Hardeman doing
the preaching. 'While there were no additions during this time, a very fine young
man was baptized last Sunday evening,
The sermons delivered by Brother Hardeman were exceptionally fine . It was enriching and edifying to hear one who possesses such unusual ability, extensive knowledge of the Bible an!i'l r elated matter, and
displays such admirab l e courage in the
presentation of the truth as Brother Hardeman. I am confident there can be found
no one of his age who is capable of contributing greater service to the cause of
Christ both presently and in the years to
ccame than he may. I am to be with. the
Lake Dallas congregation July 6-14.
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Arlie Smith, 1437 N. Avenue 48, Los An·
geles, California, June 30:
Five baptisms
and two by m e mber,ship at York Boulevard
church this month.

Roy Burges_s, Maysville; Alia.bama, JulY 2 :
A. E. Wickham, I spoke to two large auWe are looking· for a new regular preachdiences in Coshocton at the East Main Street er a .t Lib erty Hill, Texas. Anyone interested, We at'e reaching for .2001 in Bible study.
ohurch of Christ in this city yesterday. wri'~e Walter W. McGehee, Box 406, Liberty Aft er September 7, I will move. Place is
not se·l ected as yet, neither has my succesThe church is growing.
Hill, Texas, for appointment.
sor been named.
A. B. Holton, 145-5th Ave. N., Nashville,
A.. R. Holton, 145-5th Ave. N., Nashville,
Tenness ee, June 26: Thorp Spring, Texas, Tennessee, June 27: Blue Ridge, North Cal'Dwight lUowrer, Box 642, Canadian, Texhas been the home of students since 1873. olina, is in th e heart of the greatest open as, July 2: After working for a year as
The hills stlll ring with the voices of young door for the churches of Christ.
See it. minister for the church in Canadian, Texas,
people. Reunion of former students set for Attend Blue Ridge Camp Meeting, July 18- I have accepted a teaching position in the
Sunday, July 26, Encampment July 20 - 31.
Georgia Christian Institute at Valdosta.,
24.
Georgia, beginning September 1.
Earl K. Anth&t~y. 4501 Richmond Avenue,
R. E. Davis, Sr., St. Petersburg, Florida,
Austin, Texas, June 30:
Our meeting in June 27: I am now working with the Ninth
tnuley E . Neeley, Bulo Church of Christ,
Leander with Brother Elmer H. Irby closed Avenue Church of Christ, St. . Petersburg, Mayfield, Oklahoma., June 29: The work Is
with eight baptisms and two restorations. Florida.. The work is moving along · well, moving along .nicely with attendance holdThe church here in the last two years has ·showing an increase in attendance and con-· ing up good. We had two fine people to be
grown from 35 to 63 in a town of l ess. than tributlons. I succeeded Brother Bill Hum- baptized into Christ recently-a man and
500 population. May the Lord continue to ble, who went to Missouri. My address is his wife. We are expecting more at any
bless us with growth.
now 1010 North 8th Street, St. Petersburg, service. I have time for a meeting the first
Florida.
two we e ks in August. If I can assist anyJ&lm H. Gerrard, 529 Clark Street, Aurora,
one, write me at the above address.
Illinois, June 24: Just closed a meeting at
Henry B. Nunn, Box 50.1, Floresville, TexJoliet, Illinois. The first time that any of as: June 1 marked the beginning of my
Sister U. G. Willdnson, Box 192, Coman·
the brethren here know that the gospel of fo~rth y ear with the. good people of Floresche, Okl a homa, July 6: Brother G. W. AlliChrist was ever preached in this city of ville.
During our stay here the church
about 60,000.
One man from the Baptist has made steady progress in all phases of son and his family have moved to Velma,
Oklahoma. He did a fine work here. We
denomination was baptized. S everal mem- the work.
Brother A. H. Maner of the
bers of the church were located and ma~y Grove Av enue church in · San Antonio con- will miss him. For the next two months,
more we believe are there. Services will c lude d a week's meeting on June 21 in which h e will be in meetings in Arkansas, his
be conducted there every Sunday after~oon there were six baptisms and two restora- home state, and the month of August he
until more permanent arrangements can be . tions. Brother Maner 's sermon; were edi- will be in Mic-higan, the home state of Sist er Alli so n, his wife. I am still under a
made. The work here in Aurora continues fying, instructive, and inspirational.
The
doctor's care. Remember me when you pray.
well.
church was made stronger in the faith for
having had Brother Man er with us.
0. C. Lantbert, 1309....:.9th Avenue, S. E.,
E. W. Sto'\'all, Edmonton Road, Glasgow,
Kentucky, July 1: .Just after broadcast
Logan Ducltaumt, 27-60 Emmett Street, D eca tur, Alabam a , July 6: - I .. am beginning
yesterday a Baptist came to the office and Dallas, Texas, June 28: I am to meet L. H. a m eet ing in Long Beach, California, which
asked for New T estament baptism.
He Brown (Baptist) in debate at Ardmore, continues through July 26. I have no enIf
had learned the truth from the broadcasts. Oklahoma, for four nights in July. Thi s de- gagement from July 26 to August 9.
Il'l the presence of two of our deacons h e bate grew out of a recent me et ing with any church in California wishes e ither a
was baptiz ed into Christ.
Our broadcast the Northeast church, where two w ·ere bap- meeting or a series of lectures on Catholihas the Baptists bothered. Any congrega- tized. The debate will be held in the open c ism, they should contact me in care of
tion desiring the service of a very capable air, and we anticipate a good debate. Two J.' H. Ritchie, 4350 Pepperwood Avenue, Long
Begingospel preacher, experienced also in radio propositions will be discussed, one on Mon- Beach, Califo rnia, before July 26.
work, would do well to get in touch with day and Tu esday nights, and one on Thurs- ning August 10 I will l ecture on Catholime. Call or write me and I will give you day and Friday nights. Proposition 1: Th e cism in the church building at Santa Rosa,
his address. He will be available i.n the near Scriptures teach that man is saved by grace California, and continue - two weeks.
fu tur e. My phone number i s 3228.
through faith, at the point - of faith, and
P. ll. · Wilmetlt, 808 Hamvasy Lane, Tyler,
without any further acts. of obedience. L.
Jack Nadeau, 3243 H .omer, Dallas, Texas: H. Brown affirms. Proposition 2: The Scrip- Texas, July 3: I closed a good meeting
I hav e j;pst closed a meeting at the 12th tures teach that th e child of God, one born at Lampasas where Brother Ben West is
Seven were bapand Chestnut Streets church in Abilene, ag·ain, ca'n so far apostatize or fall away the congenial preacher.
Leo Baker from
Texas, last Sunday evening. . Brother E. R. as to be finally and eternally lost in hell. tized and two restored.
Abilene did a fine job ·d irecting the singWatson pl'eaches for this congregation. It Logan Buchanan affirms.
ing. Our own Vaca tion Bible School closed
was an inspiration to me to be among these
brethren. We are in the states for a few
Cecil E. Hill, 1111 West Mulberry, ·san with r ecord crowds-more than facilities
months and expect to return to Germany Antonio 1, T exas, July 3:
Last Sunday could accommodate. Due to a last minute'
some tim e in the fall. I am engaged full night the Mason, T exas, congregation closed meeting cancellation, I have time for one
time speaking about the Lord's work in a very fine g·ospel m eeting.
I did th e meeting in the fall. My next meeting is
Germany. Th·e elders at Skillman Avenue, preaching and Alan Hill, my son, l ed the at Whitney, T exas. We begin our third
Dallas, are directing our work. If you would singing. This was my second meeting with year in the work.. here at Tyler with good
Jtke to h ear a firsthand r epo rt of th e work that congregatio n and Alan and I both were prospects for a continued growth. When
over there, write· me at the above address. invit ed back for another meeting next year. in our city, worship with us.
Four ' were baptized and two placed memA . W. Cltism, 415 Highland Park, Lebanon,
Jolan H. Banister, 3014 Skillman, Dallas, bership. Two of those baptized were men
Some of the Tenn essee, June 29: Yesterday marked the
Texas, July 6: · Durmg Jun e, there were past seventy years of age.
seven r esponses here at Skillman Avenue. very best Christians I hav e ever known live close of one year with the Highland church.
Three were baptized, on e restored, and three at Mason and the congregation is very ac- Since moving here we ha'Ve been blessed
wer e identified of whom two were restored. tive. ·Just recently B~;other W. B. Cox be- in mor e ways than could be mentioned in
No one could hope for more
Two were restored and three identified at gan work th ere as the evangelis t. Brother this space.
yesterday's services. June 21 - 30 I assisted Cox is capable and studious and lias a very s ple ndid cooperation than we have enjoyed
in a meeting at Nit ional and High in splendid attitude toward gospel work. His in every way. In the past year we have
Springfie ld, Missouri, with no baptisms and wife is a great help to his ministry. I will realized an increase of one hundred nine,
one restor ed. William F. WaU;:e r has for go to Dublin for a meeting July 19-30. Law- forty-six were baptized, fourteen restored,
several years been the Jocal evangelist there rence Smith of Abilene is the preacher there ·a nd forty - nine identified with tl>is congreand that is a working church. While there, and it will be a real pleasure to work with gation . . We now look forward to another
Alan fru i tful year in this field, with thankful
Bob Beeman and James W. Nichols preached him and the Dublin congregation.
here in my absence. I am to be in a meet - has th e month of August open for meeting hearts for his many blessings, carefully
Ing at Lewisville, Texas, July 20-29 and at work and will be gl'ad to serve wherever pra ising God and not man for whatever
needed.
The elders at Mason can speak may be accomplished by our united efforts
Olney, T exas, August 3~12.
in hi~ name.
for his worlc

To.esday, July 14, 1953
Cluts. E. Parker, 711 Blackworth, Miami,
Oklahoma, June 30: During June, one was
baptized, on.e was restored, and one placed
membership with us. W,e have just completed air conditioning our building using
Carrier equipment.
S. Marvin Phillips, R.F.D. 2, Box 343-A,
Sinking Spring, Pennsy lvania, June 28: Afte r more than two years of pleasant work
with the Shillington church, we are to begin with the churc h meeting at 960 West
31st Street in Indianapolis next Lord's day.
Our new addres-s will be 323Q N. Tacoma
Avenue, Indianapolis 18, Indiana.
W. T . Stephens, 1704 Gurley Avenue, Waco,
T exas, July 2: For about ten years I have
been workiug for a wholesale house in '\Vaco
and preaching on Sunday for congregations
near Waco. I now wish to devote all my
time to the church work. I would lllce to
hear from any congregat ion in need of an
vangE!list. I am forty-five years old, have
a wife, and one married daughter.
Any
one interested may contact me at above address or phon e 2-7125 at Waco, Texas.

w. s. Wiley, 503 Eo. Huisache, Kingsville,
Texas, July 1: On
recent trip into· Michigan and Canada I had the pleas-ure of
preaching at South Dearborn congregation,
in Detroit, where my brother, Floyd Wiley,
is preaching ; and at n earby Trenton. It
was good to learn of the tapidity with
which new congregations are being planted
in that a r ea. '£h ere are some' fifty or mor e
in Metropo:»itan D etroit at this time, according to information given me. Our work here
i s goiklg well. L. R. Wilson will be with us
for an October meeting.
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Fred nl. Engle, 210 W . Walnut, Roswell,
New Mexico, June 23: Th e meeting in Que mado, New Mexico, close,d on the 21st. One
was baptized. Interest and attendance continued good to the end. ' A preacher, partly
supported by another congregation, is very
much needed for this neglected field.
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Chas. E. Pnrker, 711 Blackworth, Miami,
Oklahoma, July 1: Brother Wilson Wallace
closed a good meeting here tonight. One
was baptized and one restored in spite of
the fact that several things hindered. The
preaching was fine and the church was
stre ngth ened. We expect to reap for many
days as the result of this effort.

Bill nlcCown, 176 Ohio, Street, New Braun fiOls , Texas, July 6: I am in what promises
to be a good meeting with C. L . Maxwell
and the church at Gonzales, T exas. I began
yesterday to continue through July 19. Services, 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 24 for first day
service this morning.

Olent Wesley Hoo,·er, 317 S. Blanco St.,
L ockhart, T exas, July 6: The meeting just
closed h ere with Brother Robert Creig of
Bay City, T exas, doing the preaching. Results were four confessions and baptisms.
Yesterday one placed membership. Brother
Creig brought us some good lessons. I led
w. Hnldi•lay Trice, 67 Waller Street, San the singing for the meeting.
Francisco, June 29: Two persons were bap Puul Southern, 1642 College Drive, Abitized at our Wednesday eve ning meeting
last week. The work at the Golden Gate lene, T exas, July 4: Three were baptized
congregation, 8th Avenue & Catirillo Street, and two restored during the Southside meetmoves along nicely.
Please send me the ing in Mineral Wells . Great interest and
names of those who should be contacted good attendance prevailed throughout the
in our city.
meeting in Freeport, which resulted in one
baptism. I 'am now assisting in a meeting
Clarence A. Price, Bryson, Texas:
Our at Holliday. I go to Stephenville next.
meeting closed here June 28 with eight baptisms and one confession of negl ec t.
Of
Jolon w. He•lge, Jacksonville, Texas, 636
the number baptized two were Baptists and Kickapoo Street, July 1: I closed a ver y
one was a Methodist. Brother 0. B. Proctor fine m ee ting at Mountain Grove, Mlssoud,
of ,Abilene, did the preaching in a very ex - last Sunday evening. Eleven were baptized
cellent way. We learned to lov e him much and much good done otherwise.
Brother
for his great humility. 'l'he writer did the IV. J. Standley is the preacher there and
song leading.
was an excellent co-worker in the m eeti ng.

Clarence c. Gobbet, 1157 E. Mabel, Tucson,
Arizona, July 2: Six have been added recently in our work here with four identi fied and two baptized. I'Ve are beginning
our second year with the congregation here
at E. Mabel and Santa Rita. During the
past year about 29 have been added, with
most of them by membership, and about
six baptisms. We l ook forward with hope
s. 'l'ltaddens Bookout, Elder, Peak and for further growth and development in the
East Side, Dallas, Texas, June 22: Frank Lord's work here.
J. Dunn has begun hi s fifth year as local
L . H. Newell, 1649 Shadowlawn, Memphis,
preacher her e. Durin g the past ·four years
there have been 900 responses, including Tenn essee, July 3: Jack H~rdcastle of Lub224 baptisms. Bible school attendance has bock, T e,.xas, preached in a meeting here
increased fr om 259 to 350 per Sunday, a nd June 21-30. Tnere were f iv e baptisms and
I will be in a meeting
contributions from $40 0 to $1,000 weekly one r es toration.
average. We fully support two other evan- with the Green For es t church, Poplar Bluff,
gelists, Kenn eth Boyd, local co - worker, and Missouri July 6-15. On July 27 J will begin
The
Martelle Petty in Pretoria, S. Africa. Dur - a meeting in Winona, Mississippi.
ing the past s ix months we have spent about church h ere will send me there for this
$15,00.0 in mission work, including $10 ,000 mee ting. We invite readers in that section
toward the erectio n of a building- in Pre- to come and be with us.
to ria. To God be the glory.
E,~erett
Day, Sr., Hou s ton, Mi ssissippi,
July 2 : June was another r ecord br eaking
J. En~met-t Walnwrig·Jot, 547 East Walnut month for the church h ere. We had th e
Avenue, El Segundo, California, July _.3: The largest attendance, the largest weekly col month of June was well spent in Santa lection, and the largest number of visitors
Paula, the lemon capital of the world: Two for this year and for th e church. Broth er
mature ladies were baptized, some restored, Lindsay Allen of Corinth, Mississippi, closed
and many-·members e njoy a peace of heart a meeting with us.
Two were baptized.
plus a hop eful outlool' for the future. A One had been a Baptist and the other had
capable man is being secured to serve as been a Methodist. :Brother H. L. Meeks of
preacher. I evangelized in that section some Tupelo baptized a lady near Vardeman last
fifteen years ago; and it was a pleasure to sunday afternoon.
Brother Allen did us
renew acquaintances from Fillmore, Ojai, much good in his meeting, and we thank
Ventura, Oxnard and Santa Barbara. I am God and the Foote Street church for send back home to continue work with the new ing him to help us in the work here.
congregation meeting at 406 E. , Grand Avenue. Brother Rabe baptized two during my
Cecil N. Wright, Box 4046, · South Denver
absence; and Brother Robert Matheny spol'e Station, Denver 10, Colorado, June 29: Last
t h e past Lord's day eve ning. Brother Roy even ing marked th e close of a gospel me e tReid · assisted in the speaking during my ing in Salt Lake City, ·in which I did the
absence. I was called from Santa Paula to preaching and Brother David Dunn directed
· El Monte to speak at · the funeral of Brother the singing-with no additions. Brother M.
M. P . MortenSen, Broth(!r John Allen H.ud- A . Wright (no blood relat ion of th e writer)
son assisting and ·co ncluding services.
I is the well loved local evangelist, and is
have known this fine brother for more doing a creditable work in a hard field.
than twenty years; h e came from Denmark Brother Carl Spain of Houston, T exas , is
many years ago and reared a wonderful to he with us at the Sherman Street Church
family, with capab le assistance of a de- ·Of Christ, 125 South Sherman, in a gospel
voted companion.
meeting July 12-19.

I begin with the church at Sterling, Oklahoma, July 3.

w. w. P:tce, 5841 Allston Stree t, Los An geles 22, California, June 22: It has been
a l-ong time since I have written a r eport
of my work but I have been busy in the
Lord's work.
I have just completed two
years work with the ~ewland Street Church
of Chr ist in Westminister, California. This
is a new congregation about three years
old and a very fine group of brethren to
work with. We dedicated a new building·
to be us ed in the Lord's work in January
of this year. I have just returned from a
trip to Floydada, Texas, where my moth er
lives. I was glad to see the new building
the brethren have erected there.
nt. A . iUausnr, 1405 Richardson, Columbia,
Missouri, July 4: We rejoice that another
young lady was baptized into · Christ last
Sunday morning.
We are continuing to
have fine interest and attendance at the
services, for which we give thanks unto the
Lord. When in this area, we cordially invite yo u to come and worship with the
Lord and the saints at the Paris Road
Church of Christ. Come to Columbia, Missouri, if you are interested in locating in
a good University and College town. With
thanksgiving, we solicit the prayers of the
faithful, that the church everywhere, may
grow spiritually and numerically.
J. D. Pinkerton, 7306 Marcell St•reet, Austin, T exas, July 1: Last weelc it was my
pl eas ure to · do the preaching in a m eeting
with the church that meets at 81 Sa-n Marcos Street of this city. W. H. Hill, Jr., directed the singing from Monday through
Saturday night and did a very fine job.
Vacatif> n seaso n, h ea t, and illness took a
heavy toll in attendance but still we had.,.
good . crowds for the most pa rt and believe
that our efforts will yet bear fruit. One
man was baptized, which was an occasion
of much joy. He has been married some
forty-seven years to a Christian wif'l who
has all of this time wanted him to become
a Christian. Another man was restored. We
cordially invite you to worship with us,
when you visit Austin.
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Willia1n F, Lemo11s, 906 West 10th Street,
North Platte, Nebraska, July 3: The church
in North Platte just concluded a gospel
meeting with Ed Eo. Bryant of Abernathy,
Texas, doing the preaching. Brother Bryant
presented the gospel in a kind, clear, and
f.orceful way. We hope to begin our building soon.
C. E. lUcGaugltey, 2107 W. Lincoln, Springfidd, Missouri, June . 26: Meetings at Highlands, Texas, subvrb of Houston, resulted
in 19 baptisms, seven restorations, and three
memberships. Ray D. Fullerton, Jr., is doing a fine worlr as local evangelist. I am
now at '.rrinity Heights in Dallas, where
large crowdB are in attendance. Will be at
Carnegie, Oklahoma, June 28 through July
9, and at Duncan, Oklahoma, Westside, July
l2-21.
J{euueth Boyd, Peak and East Side Church
of Christ, Dallas, Texas, July 5:
At the
conclusion of the first six months of this
year there have been 106 responses to the
invitation, including twenty-seven baptized.
There has been an average of 362 In Bible
school, and 480· in the morning worship services. I will have completed my first year's
work here as co-worker with Brother Frank
Dunn the first Sunday in August, and have
been aslted to remain another year. .I just
closed the first gospel meeting ever held in
the city of Wray, Colorado, Sunday, June 21.
There were three restorations. There are
seven members of the church living in Wray,
a city of 3,00Q population.
The meeting
was conducted in the American Legion Hall.

Tice Elkbts, 1523 Cuba Avenue, Alamo gordo, New Mexico, July 3: Please permit
me to say through the Firm Foundation
that 1 am back at home, feeling far better
than has been promised for a long time.
Heart ailment about gone, lungs doing much
better, and general health improving.
I
hope to be able to get back into the gospel
field to work by the end of 1953. I am
now able to help any who ask for it, to
learn to read, understand and teach the
gospel of Christ. ·I will be g1a.d to have
your questions on any Bible subject, and
will be happy to have your letters whether
you want to as!;: questions . or not. W.e will
be here at ·borne on and on. Write us. We
have lots of books and tracts for sale. Write
for price list.
Clyde G. Smallwood, Woodward, 'Oklahoma,
June 25: Two more teen-age boys were baptized into Ch·rist last weelr at the Hillcrest
Church of Christ at Woodward, Oklahoma,
bringing the total baptized in our n ew building to eight. We have been in the building
just over a month. This hard-worldng and
fast-growing congregation is now looldng
for a full-time preacher. I have worked
with them since Decemb er, 1952, and in that
time I have seen them grow from about 65
souls meeting in a rented hall to around
125 souls meeting in a fine building which
they
built themselves.
This
wonde_rful
growth which the Lord has given to t:trem
bas resulted from their labors, not mine.
I have been with them only on the Lord's
day to preach for them as a paDt-time
preacher while attending school in Enid,
Oklahoma. I have now moved back to Abilene, T exas, to finish my wOTk at Abilene
Christian College and the congregation desires a full-time man. This is one of the
best congregations that I have ever worked
with. You preaching brethren will do well
to contact Basil Duke, Jr., care of White's
Auto Store, Woodward, Oklahoma, about
this work.
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with us in a singing school and helped with
our vacation Bible school in the first _part
of June. He did good work, helped us mucl:!,
Dan F. FogaTty
My meeting with the brethren ·at Coleman, and was appreciated by the congregation.
T exas, came to a close last Sunday night
The Lawton congregations continue with
with 130 responses. This was a 12-night a daily radio program, and now we have
meeting, with audiences estimated up to added a weekly tel evision program. It Is
1050 in attendance.
too ea rly yet to determine the value of lt.
We had 1500 available folding chairs,
1903 Kinyon, Lawton, Okla.
u sed a vacant lot on the north side of the
city, with adequate ' speaking system, and
---------•0--------therefore preached to hundreds more. You
G. S. 'Vestbrook, Pioneer Park Church of
perhaps recall my repor t of last year's meeting, which, being carri ed out the same way, Christ, Lubbock, Texas, June 15: As a part
of our mission work for 1953 my home conresulted in 38 responses.
There can be no doubt of the good which gTegation sent me to preach in a meeting
can be derived from meetings of this na- at Durango, Colorado,· June 1-10. Several
ture, since hundreds came who would never Texas churches have helped in this worlt.
B. C. Stapleton is serYing the church there
enter the building.
Those obeying the gospel caine to us fro!I1 as full - time evangelist and is doing an - exall sorts of'religious g roups including Pen- cellent work. The waters there have been
tecostals, Christadelphians, Baptists, and troubled somewhat in the past, but for alFirst Christian, and ranged in age from 13 most a year now all h as been at peace. Much
to 80.
·
·inter est and _good crowds characterized the
In ord e r to further encourage brethren meeting. All things were in readiness. Much
everywhere in this type of meeting, let me advertising bad been done by newspaper
add that Coleman is a town of but about and radio. Local forces directed the singing
in a fine way-five were baptized. At the
6500.
I am now with the Mobberly Avenue rate the church- in Durango is growin g It
Church of Christ of Longview, Texas, in a will be self-supporting by this time next
good work here. Brother Herb Swinney is year. That is their desire and aim. Yesternow with the church in Coleman, and ¥I do- day I preached at home--six were added by
transfer. I begin a meeting with Loyd
ing a fine work .
The 130 responses were as follows: 35 Bryant and the church at ·caddo, Oklahoma,
baptized, six placed m e mbership, and 89 con- next Monday, June 21, the Lord willing.
fessed wrongs and were restored.
13~
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PREACHER A VAIL ABLE
Loyd L. Smith

I know a young man of exceptional abil -

ity that would like to locate with some congregatio n in Texas or Oklahoma. He is a
graduate of a Christian College, and has a
Master's degree from a state university: He
is sound in th e faith, clean in life, and has
uNusually good judgment. If you are interested in such. a preacher, I will be glad to
put you in contact with him.
Our worl;: at Northwest continues to grow,
with four baptized so far this month and
several have placed m embe rship with us.
Ira Y. Rice, Sr., of Norman, Oklahoma, was
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"LAHOMA", Healing Oil.
Trode-Mork Registered

Relieves Rheumatism, Arthritis, Burns, lnsect Bites and Stings of any kind.
Guaranteed to relieve Sinus trouble and
Hemorrhoids or money refunded.
Price $1.00, 6 for $5.00
Money sent with order, we pay postage.
C.O.D., you pay postage.

Manufactured by

LOCK & SON
BOX 26

MANGUM, OKLA • .
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BELIEVE?

By H. 1\-IcKerlie
An Introductory Series of Studies in Evidences, orronged for Laymen, Study Circles, Bible end
Training Cfosses, and Presenting the 20th Century Case for Christianity

'
$3.00
Order From BRACKMONT PRESS
603 Northcliffe Boulevard

Toronto 10, Ontario, Canada
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Tom E. "\V:LilaeE', P . 0. Box 7, Hobbs, New
FROlll GILBERT, ARIZONA
Mexico, July 2:
During June there were
four baptism s and two restorations. I hold
Th e brethren at G ilbert, Arizona, plan to
a meeting in \-Volforlh, Texas, July 12-19. hold a s ix weeks Bible reading this winter
beg innin g January 6, with Brother J. C.
Bill Tltompson, Lufkin, Texas, June 15: Roady of Sullivan, Indiana, teaching. There
One baptized, one by memb e rship at Fourth will be two sessions daily with the Old
and Groesbeck yesterday.
383 present in Testament studied in the afternoon and the
Bible study.
New Testament at night.
P la n now to spend your winter vacation
L. Duane Canby, 1013 S. Main, Corona,
this year in the famous "Val1ey of the Sun"
California, July 4: I closed three and oneand attend this study of the word of God
half years of work h ere the last day of
en joying the fellowship of other Christians
June w ith three baptisms, making a total
and l earn more concerning God's will. If
of nine baptized and two confessions of
you want to take advantage of this opporwrong in the last two months .
Future
tunity, which is being offered without cost
plans are indefinite, but I can always b e
to you, and you desire more in formation
reached at 8451 Sla ter, Huntington Beach,
write to Brother C. J. Cu llumb er, Gilbert,
California.
A•·izona, or to · Jess Brown, 454 So. M esa
J. "\V. Pine, Grants, New Mexico:
Since J Dr jve, M esa, - Arizona.
Accommodations may be obtained in Gil ..
have been with tlie congregation her e we
have put a new roof on the building and bert or ~Ie a and Chandler, which are about
Many tourists
have done some work · inside. We have just seven miles from- G1lbert.
finished a six night m eeting with Fred M. from the north and east spend th e ir vacaEngl e doing the preaching. Fair attendance tion s her e during the winter and it may be
and good interest was show n. While there that some of your friends will be among
were no visible results, the folks seem them so tell them about the r ead in g and a ll
much encouraged, and are looking forward of you plan to be with us.
0 - - -to a greater worl<.
W. J. Stanley, Mountai'n Grove, Missouri,
June 30>:
From a visible standpoint w e
have closed the best meeting in the history
·of the church in Mountain Grove. Brother
John W. Hedge of Jacksonville, Texas , did
the preaching In a sp lendid manner.
We
-only had t en nights but there were additions nearly every service. A daily B-ibl e
school was held in conjunction. The Lord
wi llin g· Brother Hedge will be with us next
y_ear the first part of June. Since my last
report two were l}aptized at Mountain Grove
and three at Ava, Misso uri, where I just
-closed a very pl easant mee ting. This leaves
me !n a meeting at Oak Grove near St.
James, Missouri. I go next to a tent mis.s!on effort near Montreall, Missouri, July
17th.
R. c . Ledbetter, Box 62, Calera, Oklahoma,
.July 2 : The Glenwood, Arkansas, m eeting
in which the writer did the preaching came
to a close June 21 with two baptisms and
·one restored to his first lo ve. The church
was good to me in every way.
I have
preached In thirte en meet ings in Glenwood.
'The work in Calera is very pleasant a lon g
all lines.
I have n eve r preached where
there was more unity than prevails here.
We have splendid e ld ers, men who want to
JServe God in th e right way. Our summer
meeting begins Friday night before th e
first Sunday in August with Leon Savage
doing the preaching. All in reach of Calera
are requested to remember the time and
arrange to be with u s for the meeting.

Ge<>rge s. '\Vilkins, Eldorado, Oklahoma,
July 1: Th e church here concluded a successful Bible School the 27th with good interest and good attendance throughout.
Brother E . A. Sanders of Ch ildress will b e
with th e church here in a meeting July 1929. May the church continue to grow everywhere is our prayer.
y

Clmule Robertson, Haskell, Oklahoma, July 1:
Our meeting with Herbert Broadas

doing the preaching will begin July 12
an_d continue through July 22 . I did the
preaching in a meeting with the Valley
Vi ew church, Greenwood, Arkansas, June
22 through July 1.
During this m eeting
fourteen were baptized and three restored.
Bcu West, Lampasas, T exas, July 2: Two

three pres e nt Wednesday night to
h ear the young m e n speak on "Fi ve Great
Duties of a Christian." A family of four
0. L. '\Vln·b orn, Box 145, Anthony, New_ was 'id en tified with us, transferring from
Plans and methods of personal
Mexico, July 3: We have recently baptized T emple.
two men inlo Christ.
Their wives wer e evang·eJ ism as la\d down in Acts 5:42 are
Christians.
vV e e nrolled 110 in our Vaca- befor13 us. We hope we may greatly ention Bible SchooL Our highest attendance large the scope of our endeavors.
was 95.,
J. D. Rotllwell, 1003 East Portland, PhoeTim "\Valk.,r, 2211 S. Tyler, Dallas, T exas, nix, Arizona, .June 29: In August, 1949, we
July 2: The Kleberg church of Christ, Kl e - r etu rnecl to the work at Eastside in Phoen ix
berg, T exas, closed a ten night series of after an absence of over fo ur years. Our
gosp el m eetings last Wednesday evening. first r esi d ence in Phoenix saw the beginTh e meeting was , well attended.
We had ning" of Eastside as result of expansion by
;some fine preaching.
Two were restor ed the Westside church and the experience of
to their first Jov e, four were baptized, two b~ing its first evangelist. During this s tay
being h eads of families.
One cam e from we saw th e beginning of the 12th Street
church in June of 1950. Eastside was rethe Baptists.
modelled and enlarged during the past year.
Preston- Cotham, 2000 Oakland Boulevard, Membership now totals over 400· and there
Fort Worth, Texas, July 6: Jun e 21 we bap- have been 62 r esponses- to the gospel invitized two m en here and their wives were tat ion so far this year (21 baptized). There
restored a nd placed membership.
On the have been many problems, disappointments
and difficulties in the work in Phoenix,
28th, four placed m e mb e rship and one wa.
baptized. During a little vacation the lat- yet we have enjoyed it. We have accepted
ter part of June, it was my privilege to the invitation of the elders of the Central
visit with and preach for the Central con- congregation in Bakersfield, California, to
gregat ion in Oakland, California. Four were labor with them as local evangelist and
restored and one placed membership th ere plan to• begin our work there August 1.
'that Sunday.
The work here at Meadow- We believe there is a fine opportu nity and
brook is at Its best despite the summer look fo rward to a period of labor in this
n ew fie ld.
A suocessor has · n ot been semonths and vacations.
lected tor the work here.

'\Vnlter W. Lennwn~, Junction, T exas, July
5: In the month of Jun e I officiated for
the following marriages: Dr. J. L. Coleman
and Miss Memi Nell oJ 1oore, both of Melvin ,
T exas, h e re at T enth Street Church of
Christ, June 1; J a mes Barnes and :Miss
Johnnie Faye Bynum, both of Big Lal< e, Texas, here at Tenth Street Church of Christ,
June 14; . A. D. Al exander and Miss Shirley
Ray Iyy, both of Crane, Texas, at my home ,
June 14.
During the same period I said
several other marriages at the courthouse
in th e capacity of county judge. Some wer~
for couples from other counties.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. lllark.!J Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

George Hickey, Warner's Chapel, Clemmons, North Carolina, July 3: - Three were
baptized and one restored in a well attended meeting with H.oward Parker preaching.
Brother Parker is a great blessing to the
church.

, WIT,I,IAllJ N. FRYER--Evangelist
ROGER W. HA"\VLEY-Evnngellst
llonday-10:00 A.~l. and 6:00 P.M.
'\Ve<lnesday-7:30 P.l\1.
• Phone:

PResident

4-4736

·!

hundr~d

Wa~· n-: Hargrove. 5317 South Park Boulevard, Houston 21 , Texas , July 1: Last week
(durin g the midsl of summer vacations and
th e· h eat wave) new all-tim.e attendance
records werE> set here at l\lcGregor Park in
Sunday night and 'V'Te dnesday night serviC'<"~Twenty - seven have been added the
past two .S·undays, includin g two baptiz ed
a ni! several restored . Ther e have been 135
add iti o n~ since January 1, including twentye ight baptisms, and our membership is now
279 .
Contributions during June averaged
~ 634 per w ee k.
Our n ew building addition,
wh ich will add considerably more classrooms (2750 sq . ft.), is· rising rapidly, and
s hould be completed early in Sept e mber.
Th e brethren h ere have es tablished such
good credit rating with Houston's largest
bank that they were able to borrow $2 7,000
on p t·sonal sig·natures only (uns ecured by
real estate) to finance the entire cost of our
new additi~n.
'V''e continue to have two
e nthu s iastic morning s e rvices, with attendanc& of more than a hundred above our
memhership.
We thank God for our continued growth.
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JOE SANDERS TO CLOSE
SUMIIIER LECTURES

Another urgent need is for about 100 indi vidual Christians to each send their check
to Camp Hunt, in care of Hugh Liddle, Box
Willard Collins
183, Nedrow, New York, made out in the
Joe Sanders, Boston, Massachusetts, will amount of $10. This money is neede d to
c)ose the 1953 Lipscomb Summer Lectures make improvements, buy operating equipon Friday, August 7. The series begins on ment, and discharge obligations left over
Mond:j.y night, August 3.
from other years . Many are giving their
Other evening speakers will be A. R. Hol- tim e to this worlc Others are making long
trips at their own expense to help. You. can
ton, Athens Clay Pullias, and Ira North.
There will be several classes each morn- se nd $10, can't you?
I feel sure that you j>lfill rise to the ocing and evening. Recreational activities are
planaed for the entire family. Rooms will casion, but please don't put it off, the time
be furnished without charge and there Is no is n ear.
reservation fee. Reservations can be madll
HOltiECOltliNG ·AND GOSPEL IUEETING
by writing to David Lipscomb College now.
AT WIEDERSVILLE, TENNESSEE
The entire family is invited. Spend your vacation in the Athens of the South.W. A. Bradfield
SUJUMER CAltfP WILL NOT BE HELD
You and yo ur family are cordially invited
a nd urg ed to attend the annual homecoming at Christian Chapel, Wiedersville, TenVirgil Bentley
Camp Wa-Ki-Cu-Be for young people, nessee, on Sunday, July 19. There will be
conducted by the Cordell Church of Christ Bible classes at 10:00 A. M., pr.eaching at
for the pas~ six years, will not b~ h e ld. In 11:0() A. M ., dinner on the grounds at noon,
1953, Virgil Bentley, camp director, has an- gospel singing at 2 :()() P. M., and preaching
nounced. Construction going on at the camp at 7:45 P. M. The annual gospel meeting
grounds makes it impossible for camp fa- will continue through July 26 with services
daily at 3 :00 P. M. and 8:(}() P. M . Morgan
cilities to be available this year.
Any fees paid In advance for the 1 953 en - Taylor of Venice, California, will do the
campment will be r efunded. Plans are being preaching both for the homecoming and
made to resume the summer encampment in in the m eeting. You will want to hear this
19£4.
former Henderson Countlan who has made
good.
RUSSELL ARTIST TO TEACH
SI•ECIAL· PAPER ON "EVOLUTION"
AT LIPSCOJUB .
AVAILABLE
Wlllnr<l Collins
J. D. Thomas
Russell C. Artis t will become professor of
Jo.hn Crow, a Junior student in Abilene
biology at David Li-pscomb College, SeptemChristian College, wrote a paper on the
ber 15.
He will move to Nashville from Frank- subject of evolution for his Bible class and
furt, Germa ny, where he has been teaching he gave a lecture at the 1953 A.C.C. Lecttureship, using this mate rial.
The paper
and preaching since 1948.
Born near Indianapolis, Indiana, where gives the history of the doctrine and its
he graduated from Butler University, Artist pres e nt day status, and shows its fallacies
also has the M.S. degree from Northwestel'n of the several fields of Biology, Embryology,
University and the Ph.D. degree in biology Paleontology, and Huma n Antiquiti'. It is
well worked out and is an excellent presenfrom the University of Minnesota.
He is a form e r teach er of Abtlene Chris- •tation of the subject. Because of a demand,
the paper has been mimeographed and is
tian College.
This gospel preacher and· educator is we.ll available from the A.C.C. Student's. Exchange
There are sixteen pages plus a
prepared to present the God of creation to for 3()c.
the young people who will study with him bibliography.
-------,0·------at David Lipscomb College.
0GDEN, lYI'AH, CHURCH
NEEDS PREACHER
C.~MP HUNT OPENS JULY Ill

---------0•- --------

---------0---------

---------0•---------

E. Lewis Case
Camp Hunt, Hubbardsville, New York,
opens the 1953 camping season on July 12.
The season will last until August 22. We
are expecting one of the largest groups of
campers that we have ever had during the
six years of the camp's existence.
However, we rure urgently in need of so me
help . We need several Christian young men
• to be counselors for th.e boys. It seems that
among all of the people who wHI read this
article there will be at l east three or four
young men who could give their time in this
way. The youngsters who come to Camp
Hunt need your help. They need the example
of your lives. Th ey n eed the wise counsel
wh ich you can give them toward meeting
every-day problems .. Above all, they need
Christ. You can give him to them.
We also need one or two men teachers
for the Bible classes. We are short one
teacher beginning July 26. If one person
could come for the remaining time, that
would be a ll that we would need. However,
the .time could be split between two teachers. One could come for the period b eginning July 26 and en ding August 8, and the
other could come for th.e last two weeks beginning with August 9.
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H:tn•ey Childress
Th e church in Ogden, Utah, needs the services of a faithful gospel pTeacher who is
willing to work and is free of hobbies.
There are about 7fJ members in Ogden at
the present time. They have a nice brick
building· anrl a preacher's hom e, all free of
debt.
In the past, a little dissension arose

among some of the brethren at Ogden, but
this has been settled, and they are working
in peace and harmony. I p·r eached there a
short time this sp ring, and will ·return this
summer for a m eeting. As far as I !):now
there is nothing that stands in their way
to a successful work.
Any gospel preacher interested in work
in that area may add•r ess the Church of
Christ, Box 1364, Ogden, Utah.

---------•0--------LECTURES ON RO!tiA;N CATHOLIOlS!Il.
:ttl. L. Sexton
Brother 0. C. Lambert of Decatur, Alabama, will be in Hayn esvill e, Louisiana,
from August 31st through September &l.h to
d e liver a series of l ect ures on Roman Catholicism. The church in Haynesville is lhviting all who can to come and be with
us for this meeting. Th e members of the
church will furnish lodging for as many ;:ts
possible at no cost. You will furnish your
own meals. If you can co me, write M. L.
Sexton, Box 7()5, Haynesville, Louisiana, so
reservations can be mad e for you. Do this
as soon as possible.
The subjects are as. follows:
Aug. 31--The Falling Away and the Restoration; Paganism ; Fraud; Falsehood and
Forgery.
Sept. 1--Hierarchy; Sacraments; Confessional and Purgatory.
Sept. 2--Mariolitry; Saints; Images and
Sacramen tals.
Sept.
3--S'uperstition;
Ignorance, and
Foolish Doctrines.
Sept.
4--Unscriptural;
Anti -scriptural;
Tradition; Canon Law; Catholic Morals.
Sept. 5--Catholicism-A Threat to our
Free Institutions.
S ept. 6--summary: Apostolicity; Unity;
Holiness; Infallibility.
_ _ _, 0 , - - -

Join• H. Gerrard, 529 Clark Street, Aurora,
Illinois, June 3():
A group of Christians
q~et for worship last Sunday afternoon in
Joliet, Illinois. This is an outgrowth of a
recent gospel meeting held in that city.
Thirty-five were present for this initial
service. I preached and will continue until
other arrangements are made. This group
is meeting in the American L egion Building, located at 214 N. Ottawa in Joliet.
Services begin at 3 p.m. If you know of
members of the church living in the Joliet
area we would appreciate very much your
sending us their names and addresses. We
will look them up.
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Information

We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh , pure, unl eavened brea.d for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
carton--all carefully sealed so it will keep
tn.definitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
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JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

,John W. Hedge, Representative

FffiM· FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texna

FIRM

Tuesday, July 14, 1953
M. T. Bishop, 2302 W . 41st Street, Tulsa .
7, Oklahoma, June 30: The attendance and
contrib!ltion are improving at 41st Street
and since last r eport there have been six
baptisms and two restorations. This is a
fine congregation of people, and willing
workers in the Lord's vineyard.
I began
my third · year as their local evangelist the

WIDE R,IM BREAD PLATE
1 0 Inches In diameter
Hlchly polished aluminum
bread plate __________ __ $1.86

!fARROW RIM BREAD PLATE
!I Inches in diameter
Highly polished aluminum
bread plate ____________ $1.66

.I.LUMINUM OFFERING PLATE
10 Inches in· diameter
They have a heavy felt pad; maraon or g.reen.
Highly polished aluminum
offering plate ----------$2.0 0

OOMMUNION GLASSES
Plain glass,
No. !, 11.4 Inches tall (also 1%
Inches tall) per doz. ______ $1.%8
Our No. 2 glass must be used with
wooden trays.
Gold band glasses,
No. 3, 1% inches tall, per doz,_$1.86
Aluminum cups, per dozen ........ $1.50
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second Sunday of Jun e. I closed a fine
singing schoo l last Friday evening at Hll;_ilkell, Oklahoma, with the congregation there:
Brother Claude Robertson is their local
evangelist and the congregation there. is
certainly a fine one. When in Tulsa visit
BACON-;-Bailey Bacon was born January
V{ith the 41st S-treet "congregation-yo• will 17, 1897, and passed from this life April 26,
always find a friendly welcome.
1953. l<Jarly Sunday morning Brother Bacon
went home to be with his Lord whom he
loved R.nd served ·for thirty of his f ifty-six
years on this earth. He is survived by his
wife, Mary; three (daughters and seven
grandchildren. His daughters are Mrs. A.
D. Patterson, Compton, California; Mrs . . N.
H. Crotts, Tucson, Arizona; and Mrs. G l enn
D. Henderson, Burbank, California. Brother
and Sister Bacon lived a happy married life
for thirty -s ix years.
All of the children
are memb ers of the Lord's church, also the
;;ons-i n -:aw and one granddaughter.
He
was a strong believer in missionary worl'
and orphan holl).eS . He could never give
e nough or do enough to satisfy his desire
to help out in this work. A better Christian
man never lived than Brother Bacon. H-e
The Ideal
was among the best. He suffered most of '
NON-COLLECTING 'l'R4.Y .
the last year of his life but never forsook
11% ln. Dla., Interlocking, Duet
his Lord an·d the Lord in his tender mercy
Proof. Can be stacked eight hilh
relea~ed
him from his pain.
Now he is
on one base.
resting and throug-h Jesus we have the
Highly polished aluminum tray
blessed assurance of seeing him again . It
with 3-6 plain glasses ____ $8.00
wi ll be a lonely life here without him but
Highly polished alumin.um tray
it is the hope we have that helps to carry
with 44 pl9.!n glasses ____ 8.00
on until I can go where he is.
Highly polished aluminum covHis wife,
er for abgve traY-------- J.IO
MARY BACON

Highly polished aluminum
!!tacking base tor above
tray ----------------~~ J. 70

Our Special
SELF-COLLECTING CUSHIONED

TRAY

13% inch Diameter
Highly polished aluminum tray
· with 3 6 plain glasses----$1 0.60
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 11.68
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray______ 8.!i
Highly polished aly.minum
stacking base tor above
tray ----------------- 8.00

ALUMINUM COVER WITH
MALTESE CROSS
(Furnished with Maltese crou,
Greek cross or plain knob).
Engraving on covers (block)
-___ __ __________ 10c par letter
Initials only 26 cents each

Order From
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE

Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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ROGER&-W. W. Rog-ers, the subject of
this sketch, ·was born in Tennessee, in 1873,
the son of George and Frances Rog'e_rs.
While a lad h e lost his parents but in 1892
came to T exas and worked on the farm
until he began teaching school in 1892. In
1889 h e had obeyed the g-ospel, being baptized by E. C. L. Denton. In 1898 he married Laura Kuykendall. Surviving this cou ple are Dwayne Rogers, teacher of Dallas,
his wife, Gladys, who also is a teacher, and
their daughter, Joan . • In 1908, Brother Rog- er s moved to Commerce as principal of the
local high school. After four years he established a grocery business.
For three
years he taught in the schools at Winnsboro
and then in 1918 returned to Commerce to
continue teaching until 1930. In 1934 he
became county super intendent to continue
four years, during which time he resided in
Greenville and was one of the leaders in
development of the Henry Street (now Walnut Street) congregation. He came back to
his hom e in Commerce in 1941, where he
lived until his departure on Sunday morn ing, May 31, . a.fter a few . weeks illness of
cancer. His first wife passed away in Janu ary 195(}. In November of that year he
married Mrs. Mollie Strong, a fine Christian woman o'l Wolfe City, who survives
him . In 1912 Brother W. W. Rogers- became
one of the elders at Co.mmerce. For about
forty years he served faithfully in this capacity. About thirty years ago he began
preaching as needs -arose. For the past ten
years he was busy most of the Sundays helping in small congregations near Commerce.
He served . as city commissioner in Commerce for four years and was- leader in securing the city light plant.
The life of
Brother Rogers was slightly past the four·score level. F ·or many years he was a reg-ular reader of the Firm Foundation.
He
was characterized by industry, honesty, devotion, and steadfastness. He was long one
of the ablest men In the church. His funeral was conducted a t his request by Willis
G, Jernigan and the writer.
W. W. FREEMAN
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National Wet>kly, World - Wide in Mission, Definite in Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Sa.intll. Under Present :Manag·ement for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Knoweth
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)

.W. M. DAVIS
is to live the life of the righteous. U is in vain for people
The Mystery of God
who have lived in sin to pray that they may die the death
aul writes. "0 tlre de~th of the rich es both of the wisof the righteous.
dom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgOne human weakness is to be beset with confused aspiraments, and his ways past finding out" (Rom. 11:33}.
tions-a desire to please men and a desire to please the
Paul is not h ere writing concerr,ing the way of God in
Lord. In such cases the desire to please men usually comes
salvation. That way is plain. Early converts tq the religion of
out ah,e ad, and service to God is reduced to a mere formalChrist had very little difficulty in un~erstanding the way
ity. In spite of ' the plain teaching of Jesus, there are many
of the Lord. The little misun8.erstanding that did occur was
who think they can serve both God and Mammon. But the
due largely to prejudice or preconceived notions.
inevitable end is a pathetic disillusionment. It is too late to
What does Paul have reference to when he says God's
pray, when one comes to the cltJse of a life of sin. "The
judgments are unsearchable and his w·a ys past finding out?
wages
of sin is death," and this nenalty cannot be change4.
What he says is true of a great many things. It is true of
One who has spent. his life in sin is not on praying grounds
nearly everything, except the plan ·of salvation. Look. where
with the Lord.
you will and you see mystery. There is mystery in the heavens
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.
above and in the earth beneath. Who can understand the ~
ways of .God in the planetary .s ystem? God only knows
whether or •ot Mars and other planets are ·inhabited. Men
hav·e tried to ascertain the facts in this ·matter, but so
far have failed.
Jesus said , "Consider the lilies of the field·. how they
w. s~ Willis
grow; they toll not, neither do they spin." How does a -lily
It has been some time since I have imposed an article upon
grow? If we understood this, it would explain many other
the readers of the Firm Foundation. However, after readthings. It grows just as all things in the vegeta ble kingdom
ing the many fine articles in our religious papers and books
grow; but how is it? What is th e secret of the lilies abwritten ' by our very best minds am persuaded in the words
sorbing earth, mGisture, air, and sunshine to give it symmeof Luke, "it seemed good to me also, having had perfect untry and beauty? This is one of God's ways that man is not
derstanding of all these things-" to write also upo~ the
yet able to explain. Th,e mystery of God is apparent in our
above subject.
own bodies-haw we see, how we hear, how we smell, how·
Paul said, "Faith is the substance (foundation) of things
we taste, how we fee!.. No man knows why his food digests,
hoped for etc." And "without faith it is impossibl.e to please
or how his blood circulates.
God, etc." . And by faith the men and women of old obtained
We should be happy that the plan of salvation is not a
favor with God (He b. 11). I believe it is well that we exmystery so far as man's duty is concerned. TherE) is not
amine our faith and see if we, too, are found in favor witn
a mystery in the Bible, the understanding of which, is esGod.
sential to man's salvation. Some people think they must
We live in ·a land of plenty. We are the best fed, the best
understand the mystery of the incarnation-how God and
clothed and th e best housed people on earth. Our material
man were united in Christ-before they can be saved. Others
blessin.gs have no equal in the long turbulent history of civil·
think that one cannot be a Christian if he does not fully
ization. Yet, at the peak of our prosperity and power, we
understand whether. the thief on the cross was saved or lost.
find ourselves beset with fears, by doubts and by uncertainSuch things have nothing to do with one's salvation.
ties. This situation is alarming. The seed of this critical
Inconsistent Prayers
situation in which we find om·selves today were sown some
nineteen hundred years ago, immediately after the Lord's
vVhen B&laam had failed in a subversive amb ition, he said,
kingdom was establish'ed on earth. His great plan fot• "peace
"Let 'me 'die the death of the righteous, and let my last end
' '
on ea:r_-th and good will among men." Though his church was
be like his" (Num. 23 :1 0) . He tried to please both men and
disrupted by ambitions of men to set up a man-made kingGod, but failed in both. When his perverse plans had failed
dom to overthrow the church of the Living God. This "kingh'e was ready to die, but not prepared to die. "Let me live
dom of darkness of this world" down through these many
th e life of the righteous" is a better petition to offer to
years, has striven for power and authority to overcome the
the Lord. The only way to die the death of the righteous

Our Four Gre·at Faiths
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faith in themselves. But down through the years they lost
faith in themselves and de·f eat, sorrow and failure were the
results-! wonder if we are not now losing faith in ourselves
to do the wonderful works of the Lo.rd, w.ho said "Love the
brotherhood-love one another," but to do this , we must
first "work out our own salvation with fear and trembling."
That means that we must have faith in ourselves before we
can love and trust the other person. This faith in ourselves
is what the early Christians handed down to us. It is our
responsibility to preserve it untarnished and undiminillhed..
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power and authortty of Christ. And . it is this "spiritual
wickedness of this present world we are fighting today." And
there is just one source of defense against this power, and
that is "OUR FOUR GREAT FAITHS." Because, Catholicism, denounces the basic faiths of the word <lf God as taught
in his book, the Bible. Therefore it is important that we
give heed and thought to these four great faiths .
Faith in God
In searching our minds and hearts for the answer for this
question, let us remember, that at the beginning of the
church, and down through the years, faith in God has been
the aU-powerful force in the lives of men, that it has been
a · never-failing source . of strength in time of troub.le.
Let us remember, that all of the great and lasting movements of civilization have been dedicated to, and founded
upon, faith in a supreme power..:_faith in God. 1Jpon these
faiths rests the strength and security of the church today.
Most of the world's two billion people have some kind of
faith in a supreme power. Throughout civilization, that faith
has persisted. It has survived the efforts of tyrants and
dictators to stamp it out. Firm faith in God has- given Christians strength when they faltered, courage when they were
afraid, and united them when they were divided.
Recognition of the supreme power o'f God, and dependence
upon that power for guidance w'as contained in every thought
and act of the apostles and early Christians. So strong was
their faith in God, they had no fear of suffering or death,
believing that God would "never leave them nor forsake
them ." If we have fears for the fut)lre, if we are worried about
tomorrow, then we should do as the early Christians did,
turn to God, with a full, complete and steadfast faith in his
word and promises.
.Church leaders down through the years shared a sure
belief 'in God. In crisis and in peace, they placed their faith
in God's wisdom, in their own ability to work out their problems in the great justice of
free pe<lple. Between the
church of yesterday and the church of tomorrow stands. our
present generation. T<l us has fallen the duty to preserve
the faith, the honor, the strength, and the glory of the church.
So guided, .we will serve best our destiny, and that of the
world. By· looking to God, by dedicating ourselves to his
teaching, we and our children can be tilled with renewed
faith and strength.
Faith in Ourselves
The scripture reminds us "that as a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he." This Biblical admonition tells us that we
cannot think in terms of failure, and then succeed, in terms
of weakness, and then be strong, in terms of fear, and then
be courageous, in terms of doubt, and then have faith. Our
material well being is ample proof that we must have faith
in ourselves. We are told that, "The Lord helps those who
help themselves." Each of us must hold fast that "Faith
which was delivered once and for all to the saints." To do
this we must have vitalizing faith in ourselves. No one can
have faith in God, who does not have faith in himself. Faith
in ourselves will pay off in richer, happier and fuller lives.
We know, too, that it will bring us peace and security.
The history of the church is a history of a people who had
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Faith in Our Fellowman
It follows naturally that faith in God and in ourselves
leads directly to faith in our fellowman. The early Christians possessed this faith. They lived by it, fought for it,
and died to foster it. Our forefathers understood this faith
in their fellow men, when they wrote the Declaration of freedom, "With a firm reliance on the protectiop. of Divine
Providence, we Jf-Utually pledge to each other our lives, our
fortunes, and s.a cred honor." These are the words of men
wl).o faced the future with a firm faith in their fellow men.
We today in no less degree, must seek the strength such
faith in our fellow men yields. We, too, as Christians, the
children of Go<j., should pledge each other "our lives, our
fo.rtunes and our Sacred Honor, in working for the advancement of the kingdom, and in pz;eachihg the gospel to a lost
and dying world as did those of the long ago. We must
renew our faith in each other, increase our love for ea<:h
other. The preservation of this basic faith,' this foundation
of brotherly ·love, is our duty and our privilege.
Faith in Freedom

i

~

The fourth and last of our grea:t faiths mentioned, is Faith
in , Freedom. Personal freedom is the , natural fruits of faith
in God, in ourselves, . and in our fellow men. The apostles
and early Christian believed this. They believed that freedom was more than an abstract dream. They believed it was
a God-given right, and not a man granted privilege. And
they believed it so deeply that they made f-reedom an accomplished facts. This is why we have religious freedom
today. This is why . we, more than any other people in the
world have been blessed so richly with so many of the good
things of life-because men and women have been and still
are willing to give their all and their lives to proclaim the
"unsearchable riches of the gospel to the end of the earth."
The reason the church is spreading the gospel to the ends of
earth is because we live in a land of freedom of thought,
words and acts, we have been blessed with the material
things s.o needful in our proclamation ·o f freedom in the
gospel of Christ. We have ·been inspired by the great need
and with our great opportunities. We have been encouraged
by the anxious willingness of mind to sacrifice in support
of ·our great schools for the preparation of young men and
women who are willing and ready to give their lives, their
fort1mes and their all that the world ·may have the same
great faiths and freedom the gospel has brought to us. We
have been free to work, to achieve, to accumulate. And in
all these wonderful blessings we have of God, faith in ourselves, faith in our fellow men, and faith in freedom. And
it is in an?- through these four great faiths, we find joy in
"giving as God has prospered us." This is the kind of faith
we must have today to fortify our freedom. These are the
kinds of faith we can have today if we are willing to look 'to
God for guidance, to seek him in his temple, to follow his
teachings. These are the faiths we must have if we are to
achieve ultimately in preaching the gospel to every creature
in all the world. Now is the time to take our stand, tomorrow may be too late. Shall we follow the dictates and teaching of men, or shall we follow the teaching of God, and "walk
in his commandments?"
2811 Ave. E, Fort Worth, Texas.

Tuesda,y , July 21, 1953

FIRM

P~eThr-ee

FOUNDATION

A Great Christian Passes
Carl A. Gardner

The family of Brother James Alexander Jones, Ft. Worth,
Texas , has r equ ested me to send, for the readers of the Firm
Foundation, a . sketch oj
the life and work of this
beloved Christian elder.
He departed this life Saturday noon, June 13, at
the age of 8 6, and was
buried the following Monday in Fort Worth. Brethren Wesley Mickey and
Willard
Morrow
spoke
comforting and appropriate words at his funeral
held in the North Fort
Worth Church of Christ
building. A large cr<YWd
of brethren ll-nd friends
who loved Brother Jones
were present. The floral
offerings were very beautiful.
Brother Jones has been
J. A. Jones
a dear friend of mine
for more than thirty years. Because he served as an elder
in the North Fort Worth congregation for more than thirty
years, it was my privilege to know him intimately and to
appreciate his sterling worth as a Christian and as a man.
Brother Jones obeyed the gospel at Kaufman, Texas, near
the turn of the century, being baptized by Brother Harvey,
who then lived in the Kaufman area. About the year 1890,
he married Sister Lettie K. White, whose father, Brother
H. C. White, was a faithful preacher in Coryell County. Sister
Jones, and a son, Brother H. C. Jones, are the only surviving members of the immediate family. A foster son, Reuben
White, also· lives in Fort Worth. Another son, Brother Leon
Jones, left us about two years ago. Both sons have been
faithful Christians for many years. Brother H. C. Jones is
active in the North Side church, and teaches a Bible class .
At the time Brother Jones was chosen elder in this congregation in 1921, Brother Ben West was preaching here.
He is one among a multitude of preachers who have enjoyed
the hospitality of the Jones' home. Until recent years this
was the principle preacher-home, among the brethren here.
Both Sister and Brother Jones were well known for their
fine hospitality. Among the many preachers who sat around
the family table through the years, they recall L. S. White,
C. R. Nichol, Joe Warlick, Early Arceneaiix, G. H. P. Showalter, Foy E. Wallace, Sr., and his sons, Foy an.d .Cled, N. L.
Clark, A. B. Barrett, W. K. Rose, Horace Busby, Roy Cogdill,
Arthur Holton, M. H. Moore, Price Billingsley, E. W. McMillan, T. H. Etheridge, the Dunn brothers, Harold Thomas,
Joe White, Wayman Miller, J . A. McCall, C. M. Stubblefield
and a score of others. Should any of these preachers now living desir.e to send a line to Sister Jones, she resides at 1600
Gould Avenue, Fort Worth . She is a great soul and bears
up bravely.
At the time Brother Jones was chosen elder in the North
Side congregation, three other fine Christians and elders had
served for some ten years in the -congregation. These were
M. H. Moore, Felix M. May, and a Brother Harris. All these
have passed to their reward. Brother Moore, more than any
other, edified and helped the brethren here for many years.
His memory is still precious to all who knew him.
Brother Moore was an able and unique teacher and preacher. The first time the writer heard -h im preach, he was impressed by the method he employed. He often took as his

sermon , the lesson studied in the Bible classes the same day.
He encour aged r'espouses from the brethren in the audience.
Occasionally he would misquote a scripture to learn if brethren wer e listening , or if they knew the difference. On this
occasion brethren in the audience responded several times.
"That's not the w ay the Book reads, Harve," one brother
s poke out. Sever al gave similar responses, and quoted correctly, if misquoted by Brother Moore. I never before witnessed
such a fine way to gain and hold attention. He kept the
brethren "on their toes." Many times have I thought this
would be a fine way in congregations today. To study with
the speaker and to help him and the audience should be an
excellent way. J esus encouraged any in his audiences to asir:.
questions or to even interr.u pt his speaking. Years ago when
a preacher was proclaiming in a meeting and made an un·
scriptural statement, a preacher that loved him arose in the
audience to ask if he did not mean to say such and such
rather than what he had said . Courtesy was in evidence from
both preachers. The audience was edified and attentio"n was
intensified. Of course, wrangling or debating on such an occasion would be out of order.
Among the outst~J-nding qualities of Brother Jones · were
his steadfastness, patience, good judgment, rare honesty,
cheerfulness and industry. He was not a learned ;man, but he
knew the difference between true anQ. false teaching. · He
taught many privately. Just before he left us, he was helping
to lead a denominational preacher friend to obey the gospel.
His genial disposition and sense of humor helped to make him
many friends . Like Cornelius, he was a devout man and
feared God, ~ith all hi~ house. He was very industrious in
his vocation and gave liberally to the cause of Christ. His
neighbors loved him, as witnessed by their daily calls and
services during his illness. 'Like Phoebe, he and Sister Jones
were helpers of many and cared nothing for the plaudits of
men. He lived a simple life and his wants were· few.
Brother Jones for a time operated meat markets. Later
he entered the cutlery business by walking from shop to shop
with his bag _of tools to sharpen saws, knives, etc. Later he
worked from a horse and buggy, and when his business grew
to large proportions he bought a · truck with mechanical!'
equipment. Being a man who worked with his hands, he maae
many friends among the working people.
It can be truly said of Brother Jones that "he being dead
yet speaketh." His family and relatives and all of his neighbors loved him dearly. Hundreds of us miss him very much.
·He loved the great outdoors and his hobby was fishing. Many
members of the Angler's Club, of which Broiher Jones was
a member, found in him inspiration and good influence.
No doubt many who knew Brother Jones join with me
in extending sincere sympathy to the bereaved family.

Reaching People For C~rist
Floyd A . Decker

- The wo rk of the Lord is the greatest work in all of the
world. To be able to take part and to have fellowship witb
the Lo'r d Jesus Chri~t, in saving men and women, should be
esteemed above all blessings. To preach the gospel and look
after the less fortunate of the earth is the work of the Lord.
If the church ha s any duty other than this, and living
in harmony with the will of Jesus Christ, I know nothing oi!
it. The first .century church emphasized taking care of tae·
poor, an,d the Christians then were taught to sacrifice to- se&
that was done. I am sure that our efforts to win people· t<»'
Christ would be more successful if we would put more tilne
in on caring for the poor in our own «ommunities ra.ther
than institutionalizing such work as now seems to be· the
trend. By sending people away to some institution for tlieir
.care we rob the people of the local. community, where thechurch operates, of the - object lessons which t hey, need..
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We are al~o missing the great blessing of our own personal
service· to such as come to need us. We come to depend on
some "expert," paid worker, to do our work while we give
a little money and no service-personal service, that is. It
is that personal service rendered through love that will win
souls for Christ. This is true whether we speak of a child
or an adult. Brethren, we are too preoccupied with our own
pleasures, as individuals, to render the proper personal loving care to those who need us.
How many of us ever go into the homes, even of our own
brethren in the Lord, to rend er them a personal service?
There are many who can not afford a nurse or . a housekeeper
when th ey are sick. There are !Jlany who get along fairly
well normally, but sickness or other troubles come and they
-can not afford even the proper foods. Well, some say, get
a check from the church, hir.e a nurse, a housekeeper and
buy food for them and professional services for them. This is
all right when it is all right. T'here are times when professional services are needed and nothing else will do, we know
this. But, give a few Q.ollars and it is soon forgotten and at
tim es little is accomplished in the direction we most desire.
Who, thoug h, will soon forget when we spend a sleepless
nig9t at the bedside of a sick brother or sister or others who
need our help? In this we are blessed of God and our willing personal service puts u s in a position to talk Chrisf to
those we serve. I know that we are not to try to impress people with our goodness but if we are good in heart and render
that service which· the will of ·God demands , people will be
properly impressed and glorify God who blesses them through
us. Brethren are we talking up and teaching personal service as we should or are we leaving the impression by the !ack
of emphasis, that giving of money is all it takes and then
we can hire the rest done!
Reaching people for Christ through personal service was
greatly emphasized in the New Test-ament. There is nothing like a godly example to soften hard hearts and break
down prejudice. About the first thing we think of now is
that when children and others get ill dire need, ship them
out of the community, give them ten dollars and get them
out of town as Q'Uick as we can so they will not bother us. Do
you not believe that real Christianity would want to study
the case and help according to" the need and would regret
them leaving_town because then the opportunity for personal
service would be denied. The limit of sueh service would be
bounded by the need!!;' (not wants). of the individual case and
our love for doing good-yes, our love for God himself.
·with th e above taken care of our preaching would become
effective not only to those served but others who "behold
your good works." It is a wonderful thing to preach the
gospel by word of , mouth-it becomes more wenderful when
it is done in practice-both lip and life-this is God's way.
Mass evangelism will never become obsolete. Even if we
could train all member-s tE> be expert personal evangelists we
would still have reason to preach to and teach the masses of
the people. Radio is proving to be an E!xcellent means of'
reaching men and women for Christ. Just how far reaching
the effects of gospel preaching by radio we will never know,
at least this side of that eternal gay. I know of some good
gospel preachers who first heard the gospel by radio. The
fact that we are using every means at our command to reach
people for Christ makes radio a us ef ul tooL There is however, no substitute for personal contact. Radio, the press
and other mea ns of preaching are but supplements not sub-.
stitutes for telling the ·s tory "publicly and from house to
hous e."
vVe should rejoice in all means the brethren are using to
proclaim the glad tidings and build people up in the "holy
faith." The national programs are very fine as long as the
gospel is faithfully proclaimed as it )las been )lp to t l:)e present. It is my personal opinion that we make a mistake in
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sacrificing a locally controlled radio program in order to
have a nat\onal program-especially so when it is run by
transcription anyway.
The Herald of Truth radio program is doing an untold
amount of good and reaching many thousands. I hope all of
us will ge t behind that work more and more. Creswell Street
church, in Shreveport, where I preach, is helping to support
the program and I hope will continue to do so and I believe
will continue its support as long as it is run as it is now. I
think it deserves our fellowship. We must, how ever, watch
that centralization does n·o t develop into denom.inationalizatiou. This would destroy the very purpose for which the program was begun. One thing, I think, objectionable on the
Herald'" -of Truth program, and many others, is the recorded
prayer. I do not see any objecfion to the transcribed singing
provided we look upon it as a demonstration of the fact that
we can ~ing well without mechanical instruments. We can
not worship God. through transcribed songs and prayer. Those
who recorded the songs and prayer could, and no doubt did,
worship at the time they recorded-but they can not after
this, thirty minutes or thirty hours later play back the recording and worship thereby.
Brethren, this thing requires
mature thinking. Th,e Chinese sometimes write their prayers on a paper windmill so that each time the wheel turns it
is co unted as, •a prayer. In a good strong wind these people
could get a Jot of pr ay ing taken care of without much trouble.
This is like the man we heard about who wrote out his "Prayer
and fastened It . to the head of )lis bed and then all he had
to do was lie down at night, point to the written prayer and
say, "There she is Lord, read it for yourself." What is the
differ ence between this and a recorded prayer. When the
program first started I felt like bowing my head and praying with them but when I found that the praying took place
a week ago I wondered if .it had not already accomplished its
purpose, and so I do not fe·e l so reverent about it any more.
Sounds. to me like someone saying : "Here is a prayer I
prayed a week ago, how do you like it?" The Herald of
Truth program is not the only one doing this, if it were I
would take it up direct with them for I love them for the
good work they are doing. No, brethren, we can not spiritually live on "canned"' worship . . Who was it that said: "I would
as ~oon 1 pray by machinery as to praise by machinery?"
Wesley?
Spurgeon? Anyway we use to quote that and
thought we had a point that stress'e d a truth. I still quota
it, but when I quote this and insist that it would be as consistent to pray by machinery as to praise by machinery and
then after advising others to tune in radio programs . and
lear•n the truth-and they come back to me and say, and they
do say this very thing, "Well, I no tice you brethren have
gone to praying by machinery why not include the praise?"
And all I .can say is, like Amos 'n Andy: "Uh-wa, lilh-wa,
uh-wa."
Speaking of national programs, I wonder if we could not
thir.i• of "The Gos.l!el Hour" on XEG ( 1050 on the dial) as
a na tiona! broadcast? That station certainly covers the nation. Brother V. E. Howard, evangelist, of Greenville, Texas
, conducts this prog ram which is on the air each Sunday night
at 9:30. I have known Brother Howard quite well for many
years. I have always enjoyed hearing him in meetings and
now especially do I enjoy him on XEG. He is, in my opinion,
better on the radio than otherwise. He is certainly well
qualified and I rejoice that his program is reaching at least
forty states of the union as we ll as thousands of English
speaking people in Mexico. This program is not a "send me II'
a dollar" program or a "help me celebrate my birthday" program. I understand the "The Gospel Hour" broadcast is
getting upw ard of two hundred cards and 1etters a week.
R eq uest for the sermons, questions concerning th-e Bible and
other communications because of the broadcast. T-oo, t he •
type of mail r eceived . Letters that show intelligence, cards
wr itte n by peop le of ability to grasp th ings an d express them-
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selves. This means that many intelligent people are becoming interested in the plain simple gospel of Christ, that they
are tired of the denominationalism forced upon them. Thousands know that" what they have is not in harmony with the
word of ·G od but do not know what to do about it. Brother
Howard is reac)ling many of them, as is the Herald of Truth,
and we are going to see great results if these programs are
continued. Brother Howard is spending niore in mailing out
literature, answ~ring questions by mail and these general contact expenses than the station time costs him . . I am glad
those connected with the Herald of Truth want this and other
work supported as well as their own (or our own). I could
not respect them as I do if they did not have this attitude.
So, let me urge all who are not supporting this work to begin
now. I don't know how the Herald of Truth is coming along
financially, but I do know that the Gospel Hour needs more
help. Brother Howard has put hundreds of dollars of his
o~ into this work and asks nothing in return for his personal services. Let's support him. XEG is the most powerful rad.i o station on the North American Continent and it
reaches millions of listeners and many are responding. Let
us respond to their response. And again, brethren let us take
down our Chinese prayer wheel. A prayer of the past will
not suffice for the present.
·
Shreveport, Louisiana.

----------0----------

Unto Th·e Uttermost Parts Of The Earth
Hugh l\<1. Tiner
(Lesson given over Radio Station KFVlD, Los Angeles,
California, June 2 8, 19 53)
In the Scriptures It was prophesied that Christianity would
be established in Jerusalem, at which time the kingdom of
God would come with power (Luke 24:47; Mark 9:1; Acts
1: 4, 5). Jesus spoke of the spread of Christianity after they
received the power when he prophesied that the disciples
· would "be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, a~d in all Judrea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth"
(Acts 1:8) . As we read about the rapid spread of Christianity in the beginning it suggests to our .minds many valuable lessons regar·d ing the spread of Christianity today.
In the first place let us note th~ orderl:y fashion of the
progress of Christianity. It began at Jerusalem. That was
the focal point from which the kingd.om spread. Its borders
soon encompassed all Judrea and Samaria. This was the
natural order of progress. But from these enlarged borders
the. gospel influence then spread unto the uttermost part
of the earth. The gospel of Christ is dynamic and powerful,
and its border of influence cannot remain static.
The apostle Paul tells us that the gospel had been carried
into the .whole world during the time of his ministry (Col.
1:23). This was due to the unceasing efforts and untiring
zeal of the apostles and evangelists of that time, to the powerful influence of the gospe~ of salvation upon the hearts of
the people who were burdened with sin and the yoke of
bondage, and to the great spirit of cooperation manifested
by the disciples at that time. The Lord blessed the efforts
to enlarge the borders of his kingdom. Christianity caught
fire among the .Jews assembled on the day of Pentecost
and spread into all the earth, since it contained within it.self inherent qua_Iities of universal need and since it possessed
sll:ch an enthusiastic vitality as a result of the. eternal purposes of God. WithLn less than a generation, Christianity
had permeated the culture of that time, not only in the Jewish community, but in the urban life of the Hellenistic world.
World Ready For Christianity
In keeping with the ·e ternal purpose ef God, when Christianity was established the world was ready for it. Political,
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geographical and spiritual influences favored the spread of
Christianity in the beginning.
The Roman empire had brought peace to the world. This.
empire embraced a much larger area of the MediterrarieaDt
basis than had ever. been brought under one rule ·before.
This political unity was favorable to travel which made th~e
spreading of the gospel message easier . . Commerce on land
and sea was developed extensively. It was along the trade
routes that Christianity first ·expanded.
in the first century the Greek language was spoken and
read almost universally. The fact that the. Lord chose this
language for his revelation was extremely favorable for the
propagation of the gospel throughout the then known world.
The spiritual background developed by the Jews also was
a favorable condition for the spread of the gospel. The Bible
student is aware of the manner in which God had overruled
their destiny to the end that they were the only nation who
had developed real morality and a definite monotheism. This
spiritual backgrpund was certainly conducive to the acceptance and propagation of the gospel message.
But the gospel message spread to the uttermost part of the
earth not only because of the physically and spiritually prepared soil but because it was superior to any message that
had ever existed before. It ·was evident' to the people that
the gospel was divine and that it was the fulfillment of God's
eternal purpose for th e salvation of the world. It far outstripped anything that philosophy or religion had ever offered the people. It met their needs as no other religion had
ever been able to do. The people were ready for a universal
religion which could break down the middle wall of partition between Jew and Gentile. Its relig~ous vitality and spiritual appeal were great because it came from Christ, the
Son of God.
Jerusalem, Judrea, and SaJUaria
Christianity had its beginning in Jerusalem on the first
Pentecost after the resurrection and ascension of Christ. On
the birthday of the church, three thousand souls accepted
Christ, were baptized, and were added to the Lord's church
(Acts 2: 41) . There was a daily in~rease (.Acts 2 : 4 7) . The
number of the disciples soon grew to be more than five
thousand (Acts 4:4). During this time great numbe1:s of both
men ahd women were added (Acts 5: 14) . The Scriptures
tell us that the number of disciples was exceedingly multiplied and even a great company of priests also were added
to the faith.
,
The apostles with great zeal and enthusiasm proclaimed
the message 6f the cr u cified and risen Savior. The growth of
the kingdom was phenomenal. In keeping with the marching
orders of Jesus, the kingdom spread into "all Judrea." Persecution against the church in Jerusalem arose and th is was
responsibJ.e for the gospel first leaving that city and being
taken into all the world.
Opposition came from the chief priests and the Sadducees.
Every effort was made in an attempt to keep the apostles
from preaching the resurrection message. With the stoning
of Stephen, persecution against th e Christians became even
more intense.
As a result of the ·g reat persecution many disciples left
Jerusalem and carried the message of Christ wherever they
went. This persecution proved to be a blessing to the cause
of Christ. It was responsible for the gospel being taken to
the uttermost part of the earth.
The gospel was next carried into Samaria. Philip, the evangelist, was a pioneer in the Samaritan field . Through his efforts many believed and were baptized. He led Simon, the
sorcerer, to Christ. In Acts 8, we also have an account of
the conversion of the Ethiopian through Philip's preaching.
Philip continued his work in Samaria "and passing through
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he preached the gospel to all the cities, till he came to Cresa.rea" (Acts 8:40).
~<To the Uttermost Part of the Earth
A.s we read through the book of Acts, we find that the gosl'Jl)el message 'was carried to the uttermost part of the earth.
We read of the conversion of Cornelius, the first Gentile convert to Christianity, in the city of Cresarea (Acts 10, 11).
We read of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, who was
' biter to become the matchless apc;>stle Paul (Acts 9). After
becoming a Christian, Paul became the most powerful exponent of Christianity that the world has ever known. Paul
had a burning desire to let the whole world know about Jesus Christ and kim crucified. Even though he was educated
at the feet of Gamaliel his speaking and message "were not
in persuasive words of wisdom but in demonstration of the
spirit and of power" ( 1 Cor. 2:4).
Paul's influence for the cause of ' Christ was great. The
borders of the kingdom were greatly enlarged as a result of
his labors. He was in the true sense of the word a missionary.
He made three missionary journeys, each of which took several
years. He preached wherever and whenever the opportunity
presented itself. Even as a prisoner in Rome, he cqntinued
to preach the gospel of Christ. Other soldiers of the cross
accompanied Paul in his missionary activities.
Through diligent study of the book of Acts, we see that
the gospel message was carried to the uttermost part of
the earth. A study of the book of Acts should remind us all
that we need to feel a very keen responsibility today in carrying the message of Christ to the uttermost part- of the
earth.

Points From Proverbs
Clarence C. Gobbel
The book of Proverbs was written in about 1000 B.C. That
it was written by Solomon, the son of David, has seldom been
questioned by any great scholars of modern times. However,
some claim that many of these ' provexbs were not actually
written by Solomon, but were collected by him and placed to.g ether with those of his own writing. Granting that there is
this possibility, does not necessat,ily lessen their usefulness,
nor even the inspiration of the truths contained therein.
Rowever, realizing that Solomon lived before the great ethic
teachers, and writers who aFe most famous in history, should
be sufficient proof that he did not borrow from them these
pungent proverbial expressions. He lived some 4 79 years• before the "seven wise men of Greece" flourished, and around
679 years before we heard of such men of renown as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. Thus, consistency would declare, if
nothing more, that from Solomon they may have drawn, but
from them Solomon could not hav.e borrowed the learning,
and the ~isdom that is manifested in these writings.
Men from all walks of life, have been, and may continue
to be aided through their reading and meditating upon these
proverbial wise sayings contained in this book. All men, from
kings and courtiers to those engaged iri the more common
walks of life, "may here read lessons of instruction for the
:regulation of thejr conduct in their respective circumstances.
Fathers, mothers, wives, husbands, .. sons, daughters, masters
.and servants may here also learn their respective duties;
and the most excellent rules are laid down, not only in reference to morality, but to civil policy and economy" (A.
Clarke).
The design uppermost in the mind of the writer of these
proverbs is stated in the first six verses of the bsok. Here he
givefi the purpose of writing as that of being able to impart
•'wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding." Such expressions as these are found scattered throughout this piece of inspired literature. In verse 4, he says : "To
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give subtility to the simple, to the young man knowledge and
discretion."
The word "simple" as here used, did have the meaning,
when written, of: "without fold, unmixed, uncompounded," or
as applied to men: "innocent, harmless, without disguise." But
it seems as time passed by, and standards were lowered, it
had, the meaning of: "silly, foolish ." And such is the manner
in which it is often used today. In this statement, the thought
is, "to give skill, and cunning to the one open minded, an'd innocent." After all, those of these qualities' would be rea)ly benefitted by receiving this instruction, and not those of opposite . tendencies. For he goes ahead to declare: "A wise man
will hear, and will "increase in learning." That is, it is a matter of wisdom for one to be willing and OP.enminded, to receive further instluction along any given line.
After this short introduction, Solomon continues this very
thought as we read: "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction"
(1:7). One of the favorite themes of thls entire collection
of proverbs is found in this one expression. The first thing
to be learned is to " fear the Lord," that is, have l)- godly
and deep religious reverence for the things of God. When this
lesson is first .learned, then the learning that follows will be
advantageous, conscientious, and of lasting benefit. But when
one leaves off this lesson in efforts to acquire knowledge
then that which is learned may be, and often is, turned to avenues of greed, avarice, and even self-destruction.
Not only is it true that "the f ear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge," but we also read in the closing words of
that other boo,k written by the same wise man, that: "Let us
hear the conclusion of the whole matter: f ear God, and keep
his commandments; for this. is the whole duty of man" (Eccl.
12:13). So we understand that to fear God is the lesson we
s·h ould be ·willing ·to learn, and to continue to keep afresh
in our lives, for it is "the whole duty of man." Until man
learns to "fear" God, he will not be willing to obey his every
comtnand, submitting himself to his every divine law. "But
fools despise wisdom and instruction." Turning this around,
those who despise w.isdom, 'those who refuse to be taught
other than ~hat they have known, who close their minds to a
continued re·c eption of truth, are fools, according to this, and
many other of these proverbs.
"The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that
hearkeneth unto counsel is wise" (Prov. 12:15). "A wise man
feareth and departs from evil; but the fool rageth and is
confident" (Prov. 14:16). "A fool hath np delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself'' (Prov. 18:2). Thus
we can see how essential it is for our hearts to be willing to
learn more of that which is true, and not to be self-satisfied
to the point of refusing to listen to anyone in their attempt
to teach the things of righteousness. Of course, it is also the
part of wisdom to refuse to accept, and obey that which can...
not be proved to be the will of God. But in order to le~rn all
that we need, and may be able to use in life, we must not be
fooli sh, but desire fuller underst anding that can come only
through further instruction.
Tucson, A'rizona.
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M. ·Norvel Young
What Does The Bible .Sayl
Did Jesus Buy A "Gold Brick"?
Frequently you hear someone say that the matter of salvation is personal and that the church isn't important. at all.
Of course, the matter of your salvation is personal and invok,es your acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Son of (}od and
your faith in him leading you to repent, and put him on in
baptism (Gal. 3:27), and abide in him. No denomination or
religious hierarchy controls the grace of God. No group of
men on earth today can forgive sins or bind sins upon you.
You can come to God through Jesus Christ in simple obedience to the gospel of Christ in the heart of India or in jungles
of South America without ever meeting a congregation of
Christians.
The eunuch heard. Philip preach Christ, believed in Christ,
repented of his sins, confessed his faith in Christ, and was
buried with his Lord in baptism and went on his way rejoicing. He didn't have to go to Jerusalem to ask and obtain
entrance into the church. The Lord added him to the church,
t he undenominational body of Christ, just as he added the
three thousand who obeyed the gospel on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 4 7). One's trusting obedience to the gospel of
Christ brings him "into Christ" and into the church, the
kingdom of God. God does the adding so that no one who
truly is converted to Christ is overlooked. God adds all the
Slj.Ved people to the church, the kingdom, the spiritual body
.of Christ!
·
But just because salvation is a · personal matt(lr between
you and God does not mean that the church is unimportant.
On the contrary, as · we continue OUJ' study of Acts 20 we
find Paul urging the elders of the church at Ephesus to
"food the church of God, which he purchased with his owu
blood." The American Standard Revision translates it: "Feed
the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own

"Fatherless And Widows"
Clifton Rogers
" To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction"
(James 1:27), is part of "Pure Religion," and memb~rs here
at Proctor Street rejoice that they are having part in this
in a variety of ways. Periodically such needs are met relative ' to families in Port Arthur, regularly clo.thing is sent
t o Korea and other needy fields, and monthly financial assistance is sent to homes for the needy, maintaine(i by the
churches of Christ at home and abroad.
The fact that those helped are not always orphans indeed,
or widows indeed, does not deter our helping them when
t hey are in need. Even brothers ,in need are extended assista nce, as are entire families (note John 3:17). Ana the fact
that we cannot meet all the needs of all the needy does not
keep us from assisting those we can help.
We are happy to send monthly support to homes for the
needy, a lthougl} we understand that this is not the only
method of meeting such needs, and that under some conditions may nut be the best way. Yet it is one way privil~ged
under the law of expediency. As we ·are not told "ho-w." to
"visit" the fatherless and widows, our good judgment must
be exercised-even as is true, relative to studying the Bible
in classes, to · the size and type of building in which the
·l!kurch is to meet, or to the best methods to be employed in
teaching all nations.
Yes, we deem it rig:b.t and wise to have fellowship with our

blood." The church belongs to God the Father, and to Jesus
Christ, the Son. Jesus paid his life's blood for the church.
Does anyone dare to say that he paid his life for something
that was unimportant? Did Jesus buy a "gold brick"? God
forbid! The church is the most important and valuable institution in the world. The church is Christ's spiritual body. He
is "the heitd ·of the body, the church" (CoL 1:18).
After Jesus ascended to heayen, imagine his talking with
the angels about his mission upon earth. He would tell them
how he had died on the cross to purchase the church with
his own precious blood. Then imagine, if you can, one of the
angels voicing the opinion which is so prevalent today. "Oh
well, the church isn't important. It isn't valuable·. -Sinful human beings can be saved and live the Christian life without
the church." Such a conversation is unthinkable,.
The church is composed of all those who have been saved
by the grace o~ God upon their obedience of the gospel.
Wherever these saved persons are, there the church exists.
They are commanded to assemble on each Lord's day for
worship. They are required ' to .preach the gospel to others,
to exhort one another, to live daily in the steps of the Master. They are to love one another, encourage one another, and
glorify God "in the church" (Eph. 3: 21).
This church is not some human denomination or sect. It
is undenominationaL Jesus promised to build it when he said:
"I will build my church" (Matt. 16: 18). It was established
by Christ on the day of Pentecost after his resurrection.
It has continued to exist in the hearts of every faithful
Christian in all the ages until now and will exist until Christ
comes again and delivers it up to God the Father. Do not
ever speak lightly of the churcll; .. Do not underestimate its
value. Remember, Christ purchased it with his own precious
blood. Be sure that you are added to it by the Lord. If you
have been added by him then lab?r each day to give glory:
to God "in the church."
brethren of other congregations who zealously apply themselves ·to the maintaining of Christian hom~s for the needy.
When a home is under the oversight of the elders of one
congregation, it is not a separate organization from the
church. This is the church at work. The fact that others are
called in for assistance in planning and one man is given the
respo)lsibility of directing the details of the home, does not
argue that the elders are not actually overseeing the work, or
that it is not only a congregational epterprise. "Oh, but the
superintendent runs it" no more proves the plan is wrong
than, "Oh, the preacher runs it" proves that a congregation
should not employ an evangelist.
Systematic Theology by Charles Hodge, one of the
most important theological works ever written in
America, three volumes 6x9 inches ------------ 15.00
Johnson's People's New Testament, 2 vols. __________ 6.00
The same in lots of six sets ------------------ 30.00
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books written by J. W. McGarvey -------- ---4.50
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by Lipscomb-Shepherd ----------------------- 3.00
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EDITORlAL
ON TO NEGLECTED FIEIJDS!
There ·are so many thousands of people living
throughout the length and breadth of our _own land
who have never obeyed the gospel because they have
never had the privilege of hearing it,' that it presents
a distinct challenge not only to every congregation
of disciples of the Lord, bat to every Christian who
is whole-hearted in the Lord's work. It is well enough
to be interested in the soundness of the congregations
that are already established. It is well enough to be
concerned as to their loyalty, and it is of high imL
portance tha.t preachers and elders as well as others
engaged in teaching among the churches be vigila1;1t
in the conservation of the faith and practice of the
people of God.
'Wj
But all of ou~· .time should not be spent in trying
to save the saved. All of our time cannot be wisely
spent in criticisms just or unjust of what members are
doing or not doing. There are many thousands of the
best people in the world, honest and earnest but ignorant of the right ways of the Lord - unsaved without
God and without hope in the world. Many of them
would make better Christians than some ·already in
the church. It is often better to. go out and establish
some congregation where the pe0ple are honest-hearted
and rejoice in learning the truth, than it is to spend
months and .years in a monotonous harangue over a
congregation that is doing pothing and wants to do
less, and that ios making no growth either in numbers
or in the essential qualities of the Christian life. When
people have been well taught and well and earnestly
w:arned, it is not always the best part of wisdom to
stay with them and spend all of one's power, energy,
and ability speaking to them or trying to teach them
what they already know and will not do. Much of SlJ.Ch
teaching (and writing as well) is often lost because
it is like some fellow whistling against the wi:tld. Paul
once said, "Seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the
Gentiles." He turned away from some people who
would not heed and who w'ere not being benefitted to
some o:f the many thousands of his .day and time who
had never heard, and among whom there were .vast
possibilities for the blessings of the gospel of the
Son of God.
,
Personally, I am calling for young men of faith ana
zeal ftnd determination-and older ones as well-from
cmr schools and colleges and from congregations that
are loyal, faithful and strong and want to do something to save souls-! am calling for the cooperation
· of such material in the churches of Christ to go out
this spring and summer (as well, as at other times)
and preach the glorious gospel of the Son of God in
destitute fields: I realize that SOO)ething is being done
.
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along this line, but what has been done and is now being .done is small in comparison with the almost unbelievable possibilities for tlt,e extension of the cause
and kingdom of the Master.
One hundred faithful gospel preachers could spend
their time w~ll during the next four or six months
preaching wholly iri the destitute fields in the Ro~ky
Mountain States ·and in the North and East. That may
seem like a iarge number of preachers, but the wor~
is larg.e r and · greater than even that number of gospel preachers can perform. In many congregations
men cap~ble of preaching the gospel, and others who
are incapable of doing so, ar·e sitting down on, the
seat of do-nothing or lying on the bed of do-less, speculating on the philosophies of men and some vague
interpretations and misinterpretations of the Bible
and quarr~ling among themselves, and undertaking to
expose some of their fellow preachers or fellow members. Men of Israel, help! Our Lord does not require
us to sit down and beg people to come and get the
truth. They will never do this. The Lord requires us
to carry the gospel to the people. Every Christian can
be doing this today. Send them good literature. This
is, perhaps, the cheapest possible method of interestinO' them in the truth. Send to them the 13roclaimers
o/ the gospel, and let preachers understand that if
churches do not cooperate with them as they s~wuld,
they must, nevertheless, themselves go. We can afford
to make .some sacrifices. Paul delighted to preach the
gospel where Christ had not been ·n amed and he did
not wait for som~ security and 'certified a.s surance
that his necessities would be provided by some congregation. He went out into waste places and proclaimed the gospel, endured hardness for the cause
of Christ ' made sacrifices
in the Lord's great. work, . ._
.
and he had plenty on which to live; so far as the material things of this life were concerned. The Lord
. went with him-he did not leave por f<;>rsake h~m.
After he went, preached and established churches,
these ·churches and others that were already establi~hed sent to his necessities. This is the .Lord's way.
Let us be up and d~ing. Read what others have to sa:y.
Let us press the glorious work as never before.

Books That Should Be in Every Home
Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ___________ .:______________ 2.50
The Bible, Book by Book, by J. B. Tidwell, giving Analyses, Outlines and Notes on every book of the
Bibl e. ------------------------------------- 2.50
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete
•Greek Text by sevenfeen noted scholars -------- 25.00
Han:dfuls on Purpose, an immense fund of expository
outlines, select Bible readings, short scripture
studies, etc., 13 ;volumes ___ _,_________________ 30.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texu
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Russell Gleaves, 1 Jordan Avenue, Brunswick, Maine, July, 1: Avis C. Wiggins of
Lewisburg, Tennessee, did the preaching in
a meeting at this place recently; four were
baptized. The work here is making steady
growth. Members of the -church stationed
Herbert L. CQffman, 2208 Cleburne, Apt.
a the Naval Air Station are helping con2, Houston 4, Texas, July 5: Broth e r \1\Tarsiderably. Notify us of anyone being sent
ren Branner of Boling, Texas, just com here or to Bath, Maine.
pleted a meeting with us at \Vest 34t{l
Street.
The r esults 'of the meeting were
"\V: Taylor Curter, 1526 Vermont, Lawrence,
approximately a hundred families visited
Kansas: Homer Hailey of Tampa, Flori>da,
the meeting; two people placed memberclosed a very fine meeting at Lawrence.
ship, three were restored, and five were
KanRas, last Sunday night. His lessons were
baptized. If .anyone is desirous of securing
excellent. Crowds were good throughout the
a good meeting preacher, I would unqualim e.e ting. Though there were no additions
fiedly recommend Brother Branne r.
during the meeting, the church was strengthende d and edified. One was baptized and one
A . J. Robbs, Jr., 3156 Jane Lane, Fort
placed membership the wee'lc following the
Worth, Texas, July 8: Just recently I did
meeting. Eight were baptiz ed three weel<s
the preaching in a meeting with the Eastbefore the meeting.
s ide congregation in Waco, Texas. There
were eight respo n ses to the invitationB.eryl BodenltaUJ, 515 Ann Street, Montthree fo1· baptism. Brother Thomas McDongomery, Alabama, July 9 :· It has been some
ald is the faithful evangelist for this contime since I wrote you about the work in
gregation. They h ave just recently added
the Mt. Hebron community, -near Eclectic,
some new classrooms. Th e Warren-Ballard
Alabama. Since coming here last Septemand the Wallace-Hunt debates will be off
ber, the work has progressed in every way.
the press soon. At the present, I a m in an
La~t week, ·five more obeyed the gospel.
interesting meeting at Pottsville:
Our new meetin,g .house shou ld be completed
soon if the Lord wills. When passing this
Louie 1\1. Wllite, San Marcos, Texas, July way, stop and worship with us.
9: We have bee n laboring with the church
in San. Marcos for about three months and
Ira Y. Rice, Sr., 1107 W. Eufala St., Nor-·
are very enthusiastic about the growth of
man, Oklahoma, July 6: I have spent the
the Lord's cause here. We have had 21 relast two weel<s with the chut·ch at J... indsponses to the invitation including ten who
say, Oklahoma, conducting ;,;ong d"rill worlt.
came requesting baptism. Brother James
I also preached there on the two Lord"sFowler of College Station, Texas, will be
with the church here in a meeting from days I was there. Brother Harold ~'hurman
July 26 through August 2. He will also as- is the efficient and faithfu~ minister for
sist with a vacation,. Bible school during those good l)eople, and he and his wif: are
that week. I am to be with th e church in h eld in high esteem by the church. I spent
the time in my work most pleasantly with
Knippa in a meeting from July · 13 to 22.
'those fine people. They know hospitality.
Jimmy Campbell, 101 N. Lelia, .G uymon, Success to the Firm Foundation.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
Willis G. ,Jer••igan, 1401 Ash Street, Commerce, Texas, July 7: Three baptisms and
one identified here recently .• The work pro gresses in a very fine way. I haYe preached
in recent weeks at St. Pete'rsburg, Florida,
and Uvalde, Texas. I am now in a meeting
with the brethren at Chandler, Texas.
Harol<l Tlmrmnu, Lindsay, Oklahoma, July
6: We have just closed an excellent song
drill with Ira Y. R ice, Sr. H.e is the best
singing, teacher we have seen. I will me'e t
the local Missionary Baptist preacher, July
27-30 in the Lindsay Community Bu.ilding.
We are debating the questions o f baptism
and apostasy.
·
W. A.· Bradfield, Henderson, Tennessee,
July 6: The meeting at Northside in Fayetteville, Tennessee, closed last night. Seven
were baptiz ed and one was restored. Roland
Andrews, who preaches there regularly, was ·
a great help in the meeting. B. F. Davis of
McBurg, Tennessee, led the singing in a
commendable way.
W. S~ Wiley, 503 E. Hilisache, Kingsville,
Texas, July 10: The vacation period does
not seem to b"e affecting our attendance
as adversely as it usually do es here. We had
an unusually good attendance for our last
V\Tednesday night service. Three have been
baptized here this weel<: one lady Sunday
morning and two Wednesday. I have. time
for a meeting this fall or winter.
Gene A.rnold, Gastonia, North Carolina,
July :!,()!: Construction of another building·
for the church of our Lord will begin soon.
The grading of the lot has been done and
just as soon as the plans' have the approval
of the State Fire Marshal the building will
be started. The church · is now meeting· in
the front part of the house in which we
Jive. The congregation as a whole is working faithfully.

Oklahoma, July 6: I have r es ign ed the work
here, to become effective sometime in August. This will have seen some 23 months
go by since we came here. During that time
astounding growth was made. However,
many have moved in recent weeks. No one
has been selected to follow me here. Interested parties should contact Herman Ral stin, 1210 N . Academy, phone 478 or 293.
My plans are not yet de"finite, but I . hope
to be able to locate where I can continue in
college.

Vestal Chaffin, Box 84, Bruceton, Tennessee, July 6: My work with the Warners
Chapel church in Clemmons, North Carolina, came to a close June 14. One was baptized the last week I was there. Our work
here is off to a good start. Good attentive
audiences have c h aracterized all the servJames D. Gro"es, Detroit 16, M ichigan, .Ju ices here thus far. One has been restored ly 6: A. ·- J . Kerr, who leaves Wyandotte,
since my coming. I am to be away two Michigan, after an outstanding' worl<, Augmonths in meeting work beginning July 13. gust 1, spoke at our 8:30 a.m. service yesterday at Vin ewoo d. One was baptized a nd
S. C. Kinnlngltam, Calgary, Alberta, Can- one restored. I spolce at 11:00 a.m. and 7:30
ada, July 8: Two have been baptized in p:m.. Three were baptized, one identified,
the past two weeks and two placed mem- and one restored, for a total of seven re bership with the congregation who moved sponses for the day. The Wyandotte church
here from Saskatchewan. Our recent meeting has made signal progress in the almost
in Lethbridge showed encouraging results eight years Brother Kerr has served it,
and we hope to have a congregation meet- growing from 35 to 175 members, erecting
ing there within a short time. A preacher a building valued at $75,000 with an inis needed there badly. Will some collgrega - debtedness of about $16,000 remaining.
tion assume the responsil?ility of sending
one there?
E. J. Berry, 1030 Dearborn Avenue, Salem,
Oregon, July 9: The cause of the Lord conHaskell T. Eugl:uul, 211 East B Street, tinues to prospe r. here in the Keizer com Waurika, Oklahoma, July 4: Brottier Clar- munity of Sal e m. Tbree were baptized last
ence Harris very ably conducted the song night at our mid-weelc service: one young
service and I did the preaching in a meet- lady, and two young men. One of them is
!J;J.g at Braggs, Oklahoma. Attendance and the husband of a fine young Christian wom interest were very good but there were l.n . We now have an even 50 active memno visible results. The Lord willing I will bers in this little congregation, which is
be with the good - people · at Brag·gs again an in.c rease of 29 since we came here last
next year. Our new building at Waurika September. Our attendance continues to inis coming along nicely. Brother li'om Ward crease and we have several neighbors who
of Lawton, Oklahoma, is in charge of con- are v e ry interested in the gospel and we
struction.
hope to convert some of them soon.

Arnol<l Rardin, Lancaster, Texas, July 6:
Despite the heat and Jack of rain the worlt
seems to be holding up fine this summer.
We a re still setting new records in parts
of o ur work with the .contribution reaching
$401.88 yesterday. We are printing a fourpage paper twice a month and the boys are
placing these in each home. The reaction
h as been co nsiderable thus far and we beli eve much good will be done by this method.
Fifty - eight responses here thus far this
year,, with four this past week.
Clarence A. Price, Bryson, Texas, July 4:
On Thursda y -. morning of this week I bapttz ed a young mother who came to my
home requesting baptism at once. There
should be more such action oa the part of
those who make up their mind to obey
at once or "the same hour of the night."
A former Baptist lady who obeyed the gospel here recently has been ordered by her
parents not to come near their home any
more. This means being' cut off from her
parents in order to be a Christian. May /
God !'Hess her and others lilce her for their
stand on the truth.
Hom.er Putuum Ree•·es, 2448 W. Jefferson,
D a llas, Texas: The Sunset church has just
completed an ·encampment at Thorp Springs,
T exas. Approximately one hundred of our
people participated. Brother Wyatt Sawyer
of Madi~onvill e, T exas, brought very appropriate lessons each· evening.
Nineteen
were baptized; eight were restored. On June
28, six were added by transfer at Sunset.
We plan to have services in our new buibfling at the above address on August 2. I am
to hegin a meetin·g with J ames B enson and
th e Lepanto, Arkansas, church on August
4.
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W. Levi Gentry, Box 369, Huntsville, Texas, July 7: We are glad to report two baptisms in Huntsville within the last three
weeks. Brother B. Frank Rhode s, Jr., of
the Abile n e Christian College faculty, will
preach for th e Huntsville chu r ch during
August. I expect to be in meetings at Durham, North Carolina; Acton, Tennessee, and
Memphis, T e nnessee, during that time.
Durward Boggs, 7825 Hillard, Dallas, 'rexas, July 1: The Lord's work In Pleasant
Grove moves forward. During .June we had
our first vacation Bible school. We had an
average attendance· of 115. We feel this is
a good attendance for this size congregation. Following our vacation Bible school
we had a ten-day meeting with Otta Johnson from Denison preaching; one was baptized. Our membership as of today Is 202.
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A. H. Bryant, Del Paso Heights, California, July 6: Brother B. U. Baldwin closed
a very good meeting with the church here
in D e l Paso Heights yesterday evening.
Brother Baldwin pr eac hed th e truth in love,
yet iri a powerful way. V is ible results: three
confessions of wrongs, and especially neglect and Indifference.
W e are persuaded
that many others of us were encouraged
and persuaded to continue with more zeal
and greate'r determination. The future of
the ch urch here looks brighter, and we ar'e
pleased to give our Lord the glory through
the gosp e l ordained to man's salvation.
Clifford S. Owens, 1805 River Drive, Nashville, Tenn es s ee, July 7 : We concluded a
very successful meeting at the Eighth Ave nue congregation on July 1. R. Leona rd
Owens of Atoka, Oklahoma, did the preaching in a simple and forceful manner. The
writer directed the song service.
There
were e ig ht respo n ses to the invitation: four
were baptized, two r estored, and two placed
m e mb,ership. One man came from the 1 Presbyterian church and one· lady from the
Christian church.. Two more hav e placed
m emb ership since the me eting. One man was
restored previous to the m eeting.

Tlllit s. Teddlie, Box 33'6, Ennis, Texas,
July 9: The Normal Music School at McLean, Texas , closed July 3. Thirty or forty
young men were trained to direct the song
servic e In the churches of Christ. I began
a good m eeting at Buffalo, Texas, Sunday
night. The interest is very high and we expect to baptize a number of men and women before it c lo ses. My next m ee ting will
begin August 31 at Clarendon, Texas. In~Iaurice ~I. Howell, 3425 13th Avenue, N.,
terest .contlnues to be good in E·n nis.
Birmingham, Alabama, July 5: Thirtee n
were baptiz ed in the · m eeti ng last> month
ou...er c. Cunntngl•nm, 406 Chestnut, Cooke- 1 with the Foote Street Church of Chi-ist in
ville, Ten11essee, July 4: Th e Willow Street Corinth, Mississippi. It v-,.as as pl easant a
Church of Christ in Cookeville Is now hav- meeting as could be expecte d . It was my
lng ty;o worship services every Sunday morn- privilege to · work with this fine congregaing, 8:45 a.m., ap.d 11:00 a.m., as a remedy tlon from 1942 to 1947. Brother Lindsay
for th e crowded conditions. The average per Allen is doing a great work th e re now.
Sunday for Bible School in June was 193.5, Brother S ew el Hall dir ec ted the song servthe very best in the history of Willow Street. i~es during th e meeting. A vacation Bible
The meeting a Green Hills in Nashville, School was carried on during the me eti ng.
c losed with one baptized and one to place The , School was a very successful one. I
membership. Brother James McBroom is a am now in my fi fth year w ith th e Central
fine co-laborer.
will return in 1954.
congregation of this city.
Jnmes w. Reynolds, 135 Vernon Place,
Pueblo, Colorado, Jun e 30:
Our: Vacation
Bible , School came to a close Friday, June
26, with the last week's attendance averag ing 366 daily with the entire school's daily
average attendance being 344. ' This was
the b est school in many ways that we have
eve r conducted as the average attendance
and enro llment was very near the same. Our
work continues to show an increase in every vyay. I am beginning a meeting ·J uly
6th with the church in Rocky Ford, Colorado, where Milton Simmons preaches. When
Malcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Hunt- you are this way, worship with th e Broadington Park, California, July 7: Since our way & Orman church of Christ in Pueblo,
last report, one has been baptized, four Colorado.
placed membership, and five have been reW. s . Willis, 2811 Avenue E, Fort Worth,
s tored. We have just concluded our vaca. tion Bible school. We b egan with 150 and Texas: Just closed a very good meeting
reached a high of 185. Th e average daily with · the brethren at Chico, T exas, where
attendance was 17(), a very high proportion I have b een preaching two Lord's days each
of the 190 enrolled. We reached the physi- month f or some six months. Ther e were no
cal limitations of our classroom space. A baptisms in th is meeting but eve ry membuilding fund to m eet that need has b ee n ber came forward a nd acknow l edged th eir
begun. We have a lso extens ively redecorated sins, wrongs, and mistakes and rededica,ted
the ir liv es to the work of the Lord. It was
our auditorium.
a very happy day for the church as there
Well(lell Winlder, Box 133, Rayv ill e, Lou- h ad bee.n ill feelings among the members
isiana, July 7: Sin.ce last report, nin e have for a long time. The meeting was well .atbeen baptized, four restored and two have t e nded by many congregations coming from
placed membership here in Rayville. I just Bridgeport, Paradise, Boyd, Decatur, Springreturned from two meetings in the Birm- town, Graford, Sunset, Alvord, and Houston.
ingham, Alabama, area: Mulga and Adams- It was said there were more local people
ville. One was baptized at Mulga and seven in each service than ever before. The last
adults were baptized in Adamsville. W . W. service, the members of the Chri~tian church
Wade and J. G. Pruett labor with these came in a body. There wer e some in every
respective congregations. I also just con -1 s e rvice. It is my prayer that the teaahing
cl~ded a meeting at Oak Grove in Walker will bring· a better feeling b e tween t11ese
County, Alabama, wher e John Nicholas la- people and the church, and that eventually
bors. I begin at Oak ·Grove, Louisiana, July work for •the unity of them in the Lord's
23, under a tent.
church. I have been go in g to Cottondale
D•n•ld Allan, 1020 Austin Avenue, Brownwood, Texas, July 6: Since my last report,
two have b een baptized, one restored and
one placed memliership with us, and I must
say that the work here moves along in a
very fine way. My next meeting will be at
Zephyr, Texas, beginning July 31 and continuing through August 9th. One of our
deacOI)S, W. L. Ladyman, is doing a fine
job, carrying on gospel meetings every
Lord's day evening, at Oakland, which is
about twenty miles from Brownwood.
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for a numb er of months one Lord's day
each month. ~ have heen called to preach at
L eo nard, DeLeon, Spade, and Joshua. I have
supplied for a number of the congregations
her e in th e c ity. I delivered my special lectur e on "America's Greatest Curse" at the
Po ly congregation to a larg'e crowd of children, young peopl e, and adults. I will be
gla d to deliver this lecture any time I am
called. It is on "tobacco and Its effec ts." If
any of the brethren would like to have this
l ecture, I will b e glad to hear from them.
I will supply for Brother Williams at the
Lake Worth congregation the second and
third Lord's days of July. If I can be of
service in s upply or meetings, please call
me at La. 3145.
Ted Norton, 2701 Avenue F, Snyder, Texas,
Jul y 2: Brother Paul Routz of Sweetwater,
T exas, did the preaching in our meeting,
June 19 to 28. Nine were baptized and five
re stor ed. Another was baptized last night.
Attendance was good through the meeting. Chairs were added to . seat the audien ce most of the evenings. Day attendance
was n ear two hundred. Next Sunday will
be another great day for the church in Snyder-a n ew congregation is to begin work
on 37th Stre e t. Bro'ther Warder K. Novak is
to serve as evangelis·t .
R. Ebner Adcock, M ertzon, Texas, July
8: We just rece ntly closed a Ivery good vacation Bible School, June 15-19. The attendance was fine and m eans much to 'the
church. Brother G. C. Ross of Portales, New
Mexico, assisted us in a very fine meeting,
June 21 - 28, with Brother Pat St~phenson
of Sonora, Texas, directing the singing. In·
terest was ,very good and the church was
str ength e ned a great d eal. Brother Ross will
return the same . date next year for the
third m eeting here the Lord willing. Three
were baptized into Christ on June ' 14th. Two
of these young boys are already active .to
some extent in singing and leading prayers,
the other is in (the service of his country
and we have much hopes for him in the
Ma,ster's cause.

Frank - L. Cox, Box 104, Mineola, Texas,
July 6: I have prepared a series of special
lectures on themes of interest to churches
of Christ: A Course for Preachers-on the
pr eparation and delivery of sermons; a
T each ers Training Course; Great Prayers of
the Bible; Parables of Jesus; Eschatologythe Final Things; Lett e rs to the Seven
Churches in Asia; the Sermon on the Mount;
the Beatitudes of Jesus; etc. Though busy
in local work, I am allow~d a few weelts
off each year for such special meetings.
Would you like to have one or two of these
lecture courses this fall? ox: next year? Any
two of the courses may be delivered concurrently-one during the · mornings, the
other during the even in gs.
Let me hear
from you.
LOY<l R. Brents, 1520 Hickory Street, Texarkana, Arl.:ansas, July 9 : Last night I
closed a meeting at Nash, T exas, with five
baptized, five r estored, and four ide ntified.
Brother Jaclt Moore preaches for the Nash
church, and it is growing. I begin a meet ing at the New Liberty church at Cleveland,
Arkansas, July 13. We are now entering our
second year of worl.: w ith the Walnut Street
congregation in T exarkana. Our first year
here saw 43 baptized, 14 restored, and 50
identified. For the first s ix months of this
year Bible schQO l attendance averaged 311
per Sunday, as again st 256 in the same period last 'year. Contributions
averaged
$543.01, as again st $425 .25 for the corresponding period last year. When in Texarkana,
worsh ip with us.
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J. P. WilliaJUs, Route 11, Bo;x 198, Fort
Worth, T exas, July 9: One was baptized and
17 confessed wrong in a recent meeting at
Carolton, Texafi, wher e Brother Price Bankhead is th e faithful minister, and your writer
did the preaching. Two have b een baptized,
seven confessed error, and nin e identified
as Christians here at Lake Worth in Fort
Worth since our last report. Several of
these were during a recent meeting with
Brother Joe Malone as visiting e vangelist.
This congregation will send me anywhere
in the United States for a miss-ion meeting.
Anyone int er ested, may contact us at the
above address.

C. W. Scott, 301 N. W. 52nd Street, Mia mi, Florida, July 10: Meeting with the
Brownsv!lle c•urch in Pensacola closed
June 18 with one baptism, four reques ting
prayers of the church, a nd one placing membership. Lewis Casey was a faithful worker
in th e m eetin g and is now in his third
year with the congregation. He spoke for
us h ere last Sunday morning with one r es toration resulting. Two others have b een
baptiz ed, one a Lutheran and the other renouncing Christian Science, and two placing
membership since my return to begin my
fourth yea r with the Seventh Avenue brethren. Visit with us when in Miami.
Paul IU. 'l]ucker, 1244

Plymouth Avenue,
6, T e nn essee, July 1: The first
six months of 1953 have b ee n above the
corresPonding time in any previous y ear at
Jackson Park ch urch in every way. There
have been forty additions of which. twentyfive were baptisms. Sunday school a ttendance and contribution a re up. Vacation Bible school averaged 246 daily.
Granville
Tyler, of Birming h am, h eld our spring meeting. Jackson Park, with others, is supporti ng Joe Sand e r ~, in Boston, Massachusetts,
and l.s sending six of our best teachers to .
Boston for Vacation Bible School this sum:
mer. I am now in a meeting at Blue Moun1tain, Mississippi, with T. A. Nicks of Nashville leading the singing.
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s uccess . Th ey never missed a service, and
u sed their pick-up trucks to get th e ice
and cold drink s out to th e park, while their
wives used the family car to transport chlldr en to the schools. We just know some contacts were m ade that Will be r esponsible
for bringing some of . the children to our
service. It is so m e thing new and refreshing to m e to work with elders that elder.
They have taken me to visit in th e homes
of eve ry member of th e churc.h since we
came h e re (strange that an e lder s}lould
know whert. his sheep live, is n't it?) When
coming to the Valley, worship with us at
Mission.
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.tis m s and two to place m embership with
this congregation. Two of those bapti£ed
were men between 60 and 75 years of age.
The congregation here rejoiced at their decision.
The work here is th.e finest we
have been privlleged to work ! with. May
God continue to blells the faithful.
One
has been restored since our last report.

C. Rny ~Illler, 20'8 S. Witte, Poteau, Oklahoma, July 6: The meeting with the Moten
congregation, near Mammoth Spring, Arkan!'as, closed Jun e 28. Four were baptized.
The brethre n asked me to be with them
again next year. The cooperation of the
c hurch es of C hri st in Fulton County, ArkChurch of Chrl,;jt, Chico, Texas, July 6: ansas, is among the b es t I have ever seen.
Brother W. S. Willis l e d us in a gospel We had vis itors each night from various
m eeting which was most profitable and congregations, Wrhich was a source of enwe ll attended. The church was unifi ed, edi- couragement to all. During my absence here
fied and ;made stronge r by the splendid les- th e e lders did the preaching, and one was
sons pr esent ed by Brother Willis. Brother restored. My n ext mee ting will begin July
Royce Flowers dir ected the songs in a very 27 at Summerfield, Oklahoma. This is said
commendable way. He is the r egular min- to be the oldest congregation in LeFlore
ister for the ch urch at Krum. These breth- County. I hav e n eve r held a meeting there
r en came one evening in a body which was before and a m looking forward to being
much enco uragem ent to the chu rch here at with · the brethren at that place.
Chico. Many outside · people attended the
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
·m eetin g. Many of th e congregations were
CHURCH OF CHRIST
r epresented in most every service. In the
800 S. Mark• Avenue
last service the memb e r s of bhe Christian
Brookl7n 13, New York
c hurch came in a body. Much good will
WILLIAM N. FRYER-Evancell•t
come from this meeting.

Nashv~lle

D. D. Woody, 127 Oakwood Drive, July 1:

closed a series of meetings with the
churc h at Tiptonvill e, T en n essee , las t Sun day evening, There were seven responses
to the invitation, and many visitors were
present for the meetings. Brother Homer
Royster, the local preacher, was a great
co-laborer. He very ably dir ec ted the singing as well as h elping in m any other ways.
I a m scheduled to begin at Petersburg, T enn essee, on th e night of July 2. During the
first half of Jun e Brother Carroll Ellis of
Nashvill e, T en nessee, did the prea9hin'g in
a m ee ting for the church in. Baton Rouge.
His l essons were some of the very best,
and several r es ponded to the Invitation.
Voyd N. Bullard, P . 0 . Box 465, Woodville, Brother Ellis was with the church here for
California, July · 1: I am happy to report a number of years and is lov e d by all.
that the work of the Lord is In good shape
Austin Taylor, Uvalde, Texas, July 7:
In Woodville. Interest a nd attendance h ave
been unusually goo d during the past few Th e Sabinal School, In which hymn s and
weeks.
One · thing that is es pecially en- hymn singing is stud i ed, along with Bible,
couraging to m e is that w e are having is closed for this year. Seven young men
quite a numb e r of people in attendance from the classes were baptized. A numb er
who are not members of the church. Dur- of young men attending those classes in
Ing the month of June there were fiv e bap- the past, have not only l earned to sing well
tisms and three confessions of wrongs. Be- but have been enco urag e d to s tart preachginning August 16 I am to conduct a meet - ing the gospel. Th.ey are out now baptizing
ing in Corcoran, California, and ajl who people. It appears that much good is being
can are invited to attend. I could arrange don e. Of course, a goo d · critic could find
to conduct another meeting in California fault with a ll that is being done. Our dear
in September or October. If any congre- Savior was criticised all th e time he was
gation is interested, you may write me as ~ n ear th. His own disciples were astonished
a bove.
that h e spoke kindly to a Samaritan woman
at Jacob's Well. The only way to avoid
R. V. Wood, Box 482, Mission, Texas, July crit ic iSI)l i to sit flat down and do noth 6: Th e work of the Lord in Mission goes in g. By the h e lp of so many good people,
a lon g in a very fine way. _A marked Im- we hope to have a larger class each year
provement is noticeabl e at all the serv ices, and reach more of the un saved.
for wh ich we' are most happy, and g iv e unto
w. II. Cox, Mason, Texas, July · 4: We
the Lord all the glory . We a r e having a
number of visitor'? for every serv ice, and c losed a most interesting Vacation Bible
especially on Sunday evening, most of the School the first wee !~ of June. Many young
denomihations have dismissed their Sunday people attended from the denominations
evening s e rvice for the summer, and quite around us. June 19 - 28 Brother Cecil E . Hill
a few of th e m ar e att e nding our service s, of San Antonio conducted a· gospel meeting
and that . too, is novel in the church here. here.
His son, Allan Hill of A.C.C., conWe hav e just ,c onc lud ed a most successful ducted the song s ervice. Allan is an outvacation Bible s chool, the first attempt at standing young man in the song dir ecting
having one here. It was conducted by home fi e ld. Any congregation would do well to
forces , a nd we had a da ily average of 75, employ his talents in gospel meetings.
which for Mission is a fine attendance. The Brother Cecil Hill preached the word in all
elder s work ed ha rd to make the school a of its purity and the result was four bapI
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friendly to the church as we can. Many readers of the Ffrm Foundation will have friends
or l<infolks in the Eastern part of North
Dakota, or the Western part of Minnesota,
who can be reached during this meeting.
Please help us by sending the information
Bill TILOn\llson, Lufkin, Texas, July 6 : to Broth e r Hughes in Grand Forks. The
One man and one Catholic lady were bap- He•·ald of Truth has just been placed on
tized yesterday. Half of the money for the Grand Forks radio station, and this
the new meeting house for the Union Road should he of great help to the work.
congregation has been raised, and construc tion is well under way.
'l'runtan E. Svring, Corpus Chr1Sti, T e xas,
July 8: \Ve enter the last half of the year
Logan Bucltnunn, 2760 Emmett Street, Dal- at Hillcrest with high anticipation of conlas,
Texas,
July
9 : Brother "VVoodrow tinuing to break all of our previous recHughes has just moved to Grand Forks, ords. For the first six months of 1953, there
North Dalwta, to establish the church in haYe been 127 responses, with well over
that c i ty. He is sponsored by the Her<iford, one-th ird of these being baptisms. The
. Texas, church. Lots have been purchased to writer has conducted two meeting_s thus
build a church building, and a fine preach - far this year...!.at Luling, Texas, with seven
er's home has been bought at 1112 Cherry responses; and in Corsicana,, Texas, with
Street. On August 3, we shall begin a meet- the North Beaton Street church where T. B.
ing in Grand Forks, and we are anxious to Crews is minister, with seven responses.
find as many members af the c hurch in My next meeting will be with the Gardenthat section, and as many people who are dale congreg·ation located in the s uburban
part of this city, and following that, I will
~Q';<Q><Q>~~b,<Q>~<Q><Q";<Q>~ be w ith the brethren in Poteet,- August 312. When visiting .the Gulf Coast, you are
"LAHOMA", Healing Oil.
~ cordially invited to worshi.P with the Hill - ·
Trade-Mark Registered
crest congregation in Corpus Christi.
R. E. Grlffitlt, Box 397, Eunice, New Mexico: I am in fine health. Have recently con ducted two good meetings. Tbe local work
is fair. I am· in position for a meeting in
6ctob~r. Who wants the time?

l~

Relieves Rheumatism, Arthritis, Burns, In sect Bites and Stings of any kind.
Guaranteed to relieve Sinus trouble and
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August, and are planning a full program
of work in this community.· The work here
is hard, because of the comrounity and the
section of the country, however, we are
enjoying , our work with these good peapie. The Lord blessed our family with our
second child, a son, on Memorial day. I
can hold one or two meetings, preferably
this fall or next spring. May the Lord bless
our labors to . the saving of the souls of
men .
H . W. 1\lcClisl•, Star, Texas, July 11: The
time of this writing finds me at Star in a
wonderful meeting-. Five baptisms and one
restoration thus far in this meeting which
comes to a close tomorr\)w, Sunday, July
12 . I have done the preaching in meetings
in Hermosa · Beach, California; Fairview,
Texas, and Hico, Texas, and now this one.
I also had the privilege of teaching the adult
class in the vacation Bible school for the
church in Brady, Texas, this year. I have
seen thirty-five precious souls respond to
the invitation thus far, and almost all of
them for baptism. I believe a spiritual awakehi n g is evidencing itself among- our people of today, as I find them more ready to
hear, everywhere ·that I go, than they have
been i n the past. Let us hope and pray that
such is true and that the movement in that
direction may ever incr-ease in its rapidity.

Clyde V . Jloore, 546 Western Avenue, '.l;oledo, Ohio: June 27th, I closed a meeting in
Fred W. lUcClung, Box 84,. Fayettevi lle,
Adrian, Michigan, r esulting- in two bap - Arkansas, July 4: The Mt. Sequoyah Entisms. Brother Glen Mellott of Toledo, Ohio, campment starts ~uly 11th and will conpreaches regularly for this congregation. tinue througl;l the 19th. We intend to make
Wfe have had 26 additions here since the this an annual affair. Come with the enti:re
first of the year: 13 by baptism, four re- family . Because so many could not arrange
stored, and nine to transfer membership. on such short notic e to go with us, we
Sunday, June 28, I completed 27 months' have postponed our tour of Europe, Egypt,
work with this congregation. Brother Greer a nd the Holy Land until next summer. SevHendon of Rogersville, Alabama, will be- eral changes are being made in the itinerg in his work with this congreg-ation abo ut ary so as to make it the best tour availabl e.
July 16. After July · 1, my address will he Transatlantic passage is being booked on
Route 1, Garrett, Indian a. We expect to the Queen Mary, hut most of the travel
worship and work mostly with the Garrett from country to country will be by plane
congregation where Brother Palmer is lo- to save tim e. Contact me now if you are
cal minister. I shall be secularly employed, int erested. Watch for ex(l.ct price an d sailpreaching and teaching as I have oppor- i·ng date· in a few weeks. I want to r eport
tunity in that area.
two baptisms, three restorations and three
placing- membership. Majestic Hymns is one
Luther G . Roberts, 2110 W. 2nd Avenue, of the greatest hymnals ever offered to the
Corsicana, Texas, July 6: Two, a · husband brotherhood.
and wife, were baptized yeste rday here at
the West Side church. With a total memHerb s"~inney, Box 7, Coleman, T exas,
bership of 187 th e re were 187 present for Jun e 22 : The greatest gospel meeting ever
Bible c lasses yesterday morning. Of course, to bless Coleman, Texas, has just come to
some of those attending w~re not members a close. This twelve night endeavor r esultof the church, as some of the members are e d in 130 responses to the , invitation. There
"anti- Bible class," at least, in practice. The were 35 baptized, 92 restored to their fi r st
West Side church m eets at West Second at love and three to p lace membersh ip.
Dan
24th Street. Th e church building was ai r- Fogarty did the preaching with hundreds of
condit ioned with refrig-erated air - condition - scriptures, forceful ability and timely lesing the past spring. The summer meeting sons. Curtis Lindsey, a local member, led
of the church is to be conducted August the singing. The co - operation between th e
9-16, with Jack Hardcastle of the College song leader and. th e preacher was one of
Ave nu e Church in Lubbock , Texas, doing - the reasons for our ·success. Our church bus
the preaching. I am to preach in meetings was used to bring to the services those who
at Pursley, Texas, July 26 -August 2, and in did not have a way. A great number or
Lo veland, Co lorado, where Gorin Rutherford peop l e baptized came from the Baptist
is the regular preacher, August 26-Septefu- church; some wer.e from the Methodist ranks
ber 6.
and one man with wife came from the Pentecostal church. The meeting was held out
C_. Edwin Bills, Sr., Box 178, Freer, Texas, of doors with i500 rented chairs, a loud
July 8: Since moving- to work with the speaker and flood lights. Our largest aud'ichurch here on January 1, 1953, there have ence was 1050 people and the average atbeen 15 to respond to the Lord's invitation. tendance was 806 . Our Bible class record
The church here is supporting the· Herald was shattered with 488 present. The Coleof Truth, Sunny Glenn Home, and the Afri- man church gains strength, takes courage
can work, a nd plans to support The Way of and looks forward to greater things.
Truth, over KWBU in Corpus Christi , Tex as, when it resumes broadcasting. Brother
John i\lcCoy, Box 65, Nocona, Texas, July
R. D. Simmons of Corpus Christi, the speak- 7 : The last month, four· have been baptized
er on the Way of Truth will hold our fall 'and five have placed membership in Nomeeting, October 19-28. We have made ex- cona. We have begun a special class each
tensive repairs to the m eeting house her e. weelt training men to be elders and deaWe plan to ha ve a vacatio n Bibl e schoo l in cons.
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IUlSSIOl\" MEETING AT ROCKPORT, TEXAS
~I. Non·el Young
The brethren in Lubbock sent me to
' preach in a week's meeting at Rockport
where Brother Leo Owens is preaching
regularly. It was a very en joyable week
preaching to 150 to 200 under a tent in this
coast city. The brethren are working together and Bl'other Owens is well loved.
One was baptized and one restored. Two
other couples prom ised to obey thE\ gospel
soon. The visiting· brethren from that area
were a great encouragement.
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tended, with visitors from many lneighboring churches. Brother Wood .Preached the
gospel of Christ humbly, bold!)(, and in kind ness. We know the church was strengthened
and great ly encouraged as the result of his
work with us. We are expecting a lmo st immediate results, visibly, from his preaching
:<nd the work that was done during our
ten - day revival. At the present time we are
pr.e-paring t o build a new auditor ium. The
plan is to move our present building back
on the lot, convert it . into classrooms, and
build a n ew auditorium that wili seat about
250 people. Members of the church have
been very liberal in giving into a special
building fund the amount of $1, 100. We. will
n eed app roximately $3,000 in addition to
this to erect the auditorium, and are ask ing other churches who feel that we are
worthy, to help u s finance th is pro j ect. We
int end to do most of the work ourselves.
Th e Fkm Foundat ion is an exce ll ent church
pap er and I enjoy every iss u e very much .

Whitson
One of the finest contributions to the
' b r otherhood in recent y ears is the publica tion of "Preach ers of T oday," edit ed by - M.
Norv el (Y'oung and Batsell Barrett Baxter.
For locating preachers, fo r visualizing
those whem you have heard about but
never seen, and for renewing old acquaintB. F. Eugland, P. 0. Box 241, Grandfield,
ances this" volume is unsurpassed. Recently, Oldahoma, June 30: I closed a good meetI Jool< ed through the entire book and to my in g at Lequire, Oldahoma, May 31.
F ive
amazement I had personally m et at least were baptized and one restored .
Among·
two hundred and fifty - two of the preachers the baptisms was a n elderly couple. ThP
listed. '\\'here else could you m eet so many wife was 76, and the man 72 . They had been
of your friends with as littl e effort and ex- in denominational churches most of their
pe n se'!
lives. One has been baptized at home and
A second volume is being contemplated by one r t>s tored and placed memb ership since
the ed itors if the demand i s great enough. our last report. We have l ost two fam ili es
If you would like to see a companion vol- and one of our girls by m ov in g in the
ume, why don't you wr it e to the edi t ors last two or three months.
0~1r m eet ing
and enco urage them in s uch a project?
begins here J uly 10. Broth er Allen Lawto n
will do - the· preachin g .
vVe are work in g
--------·0-------for a g·ood meeting. My n ext meeting w ill
A VALUABLE RE,V JSION
be with the breth r en at Greenl a nd, ArkanBY L. R. WILSON
sas, beginning Monday night, July 20 , and
clos in g July 29. We are looking fo rwa rd
JanteFI 0. Baird
T e n years ago L. R . Wilson deliv ered a to this meeting. We begin a meeting at
series of twelve sermo n s on th e New •.res - Charli e, Texas, August 2. We anticipate an
tament church over R adi 6 Staflon WOAI e njoyab l e me etin g with th ese brethren.
i n San •>\ntonici, Texas. These l esso n s were
printed in the Firm F oundation a nd then
R. c. Copeland, Jr., ]3ox 863, Clarendon ,
published in a book which exh a u sted two Texas, Jun e 27: Th e Lord willing, I am
printings~ · The ori g in a l book h as b ee n r e to be in a m eeting at Iren e, T exas, July 5WTitt e n a nd s ix additional chapters have 14, and a t Cee Vee, T exas , July 15-2 2. I ,
been added in thi s current edition of Th e am to be at Anton, T exas, and perform a
N ew T estam en t Church, publish e d in March wedding ceremony for so m e fri end s o n July
by the Firm Foundation Publishing Hou se. 17th.
My work will t e rmina t e h er e ·.J:uly
I do n ot k now of any book which fills 26. I lac-k about o n ~ mon t h working three
the role of this one. It is concis e, yet co m- years with the congregation h er e. My fampr eh en s iv e. The eighteen themes d ea lt with ily and I will miss ou r friends h ere. The
a r e di scu ssed In such a mann er th at th e pt>opl e of the town a nd church h ave b een
novi ce, through a thoughtful r ea din g, will <rood to uf!. but we look forward to our n ew
be Jed into a clear understandlag of the place and work with the good con gregatio n
true nature of th e ch urch. Tho se who have at TahleQuah, Oklah oma.
My work with
r ead mu ch a bout th e church will from t his t h e congregation there Is to begin Augu~t
fresh r estat ement have th e ir faith deep- 1Rt. All co rr espo n den.ts please note tl) at · my
ened and str engthened. Few m en possess a d d r ess will be Box 146, Tahlequah, OklaB r other Wilson's ab ility f or writing so homa, after August 1st.
The frie ndlin es~
succin ct lv a.n<i P.ffectiv e ly . His t a l ent is well of Clarendon will not b e soon forgotten by
us ed in thiR book which, lik e Its fo r erun- "~. Th t> nrtlcl P o;., dancing In l a,t' Issue
ner. wi ll be valuable to many.
of the Firm Foundation s h ould do mu ch
E!'OOd. Tt w ill wal<e those who want t o !<now
You are doing ~
R<"rt '"' e iiN , Box 674, Archer Ci ty, Texas, that dancing is wrong.
June 25: '\Ve are beginning to m ake some e:r£>at work.
May God bless you tnrough
r eal progre><s in Archer Ci ty. Ou r gain ju st many more year>< of fruitful, effective servin the past few month s is certainly notic e - ic£> in the clmrch of Christ. The church of
able . Though sti11 compar atively few in Chr ist is on the march.
numbe1·, the church is ind ee d doing a credc. ·L . .M:txw..ll, r:·onzales, Texas: ThP church
itable worl< for the LoTd Jesus. Lord's day
attendance continu es to increase. Our audi- '''Ork in Gonzales is making very satisfactory
torium seats abo nt 100 peop l e and is a lmost nroe-re~~<. Thi s cong-r £>gat ion ha s m 0 re than
fil led at the morning service, with a goocl "'ouhlerl thP pH1<t two years and i~ still I"Ogathering for th e evening serv ice. ·Since my ing forwa r d. Two yearR atro this ,m:otll cnnlast ~eport several weelcs ago , we h ave had o•rptr>l t;r>n was b£>ing . partially SUlHIOrted by
three baptisms and two by membersh ip . outside help, but now we are self-ouppnrt Th~
One of those baptized was a dear old l ady ,..,,r Rrrl rloing . some outside work.
past eighty years of age. Our summer re- c hurch here is suppo rti~> g me in a meeting
vival meeting closed Wednesday night, .,t \VaPlder while the local members take
June 24, in which Brother Jimmy Wood, ~a •·e of the Lord's day preaching while J
f r om the Northside church in Odessa, did a.m away. The Waelder meeting is off to a
the pr eat:hing. Th
meeting was well at- splendi<l ~tart. Brother W. A. Ma l'sey labors
·~Iont
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with them along with his good wife. This
small group of Christians is worthy of help
and should be assisted by some congregation in getting the work firmly established
there. A littl e help will do th e job. Brother
Clarence Miller is one of the fa i thful memhers of this congregation. They have a very
nice ch u rch building paid for, b ut the
preacher should live in the communi ty.
Brother M;assey is preach in g for them now
at great inconvenie nce and a very small
support.
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and
SERMON OUTLINES
G. IL P, Showalter and

·w.
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New Printing of the Enlarged EdltloD
Prlcea 00 centa1 Dosen, ~.110
We have just printed several ~houeanit
copies of "Bible Briefs and Sermon Out•
lines."
Printed on the specially thin, opaque paper with clear, bold type; 216 pages, eo thiD
that it may conveniently be carried In th•
vest pocket.
Containa Nearly :!00 Subject and SermoD
Outlines
A comprehensive view of the Bible In lte
rela.tlon to man as set tortll. ID a serlea ot
serlptural themes by which the Bible b•comea Ita own Interpreter.
''The Bible," "Unity ot
the Bible," "Composition ot
the Bible," "Facts About
th e Bible," "Helps for BIble Reading," oi 'Rules for
B ible Study," ''The Disp ensations of Religion,"
"Proper Division of the
Word of God," etc.
S c r i p t u r a 1 r eferences
throughout the outlines.
A most wonderful book
of sermons on the fundam entals and on congregational
development.
To
thes e extens ive outlines
Is
ad d e.d
the
fRmous
' 'H edge' s Rules of Honorable
Controversy,"
set
forth by Dr. L evi Hedge,
which Rules are generally
accepted and us ed by debaters.
Remember, this Is not only the latest but
the "Enlarged Edition" .
Every preacher
should have at least one copy tor hie own
personal use.
This' book, we believe, has no sup erior s.e
a book tor study In class :work. It Is very
peculiarly adaptable as a text tor a class
of leaders and prospective preachers. Notwithstanding the high cost of productio n,
the price remains the same, that Is 50c per
copy postpaid, or $5.50 per dozen. Why not
send your order today? If you have never
seen this book, you will be amazed at tbe
fullness and enormous volume of Its contents.
A
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Max L. Jolmson, 921 S. W. 18th Street, ·
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, July 8: :r'he wri~er
began work with the only congregation in
this city, July 5. There was one ·baptism a.t
the morning· service. The congregation
seems anxious to do things for the Lord in
this community.
Robert G. Cook, 615 West Fifth, Hope,
Arkansas, June 29 : Yesterday was a remarkable day at Fifth and Grady.
The
largest crowd we h ave had since I began
work with these good people three years
ag,o was present. One was restored to fel,
lowship and three placed m embership with
us. Saturday night, July 4, I will begin a
series of lessons in a meeting at Balls
Chapel, near McCaskill, Arkansas, to continue through July 12. I will preach at
Hope at the morning service, then have
our even ing service at 6:00 p.in., that I may
go on to the meeting. This will be our last
Lord's day :With Fifth and Grapy, as we
will begin a meeting with the Oak Ridge
Church of Christ, near Ladonia in Fannin
County, T exas , July 17 to continue through
the 26th. This is the community In which
I was reared. I am looking forward to a
wonderful meeting with these fine people.
I will then return to Hope for the midweelt
service and then on August 1 I will begin
work with the church at Springhill, Louisia n a, where I pray there will be 1;1. great
door open for m e , opened by 1our Lord for
the gospel. Pray for me that I may hav e
faith, courage and purity of purpose to
continue in my Master's worlt anti! the end.
Sister Cook and I have enjoyed living in
Hope. It is a fine town in which to love.
Many goo d people here.
May your good
paper keep busy in spreading good tidings
to the brotherhood.

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the ~mall package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
ind efinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
I
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Bo::a: '17, Am;tln , 61, Te::a:as

WHY

FOUNDATION

James B. Scott, Harlingen, Texas, July
9 : After nearly six pleasant years with the
Broadway church in Houston, we resigned
that work effective July first to begin our
labors with the fine congreg·ation at Harrison and Eighth here in Harlingen. Brother
Harrison Matthews, now of San Angelo, and
Brother Flavil Colley, now with. Vickery
in Dallas, preceded me, and seems to have
left a fine foundation on which to build.
\Ve regretted to leave Broadway. It is one
of the coming congregations in the state,
a.nd its people are the very finest. We had
the privilege while there of seeing it grow
from a struggling band of about 75 to a
strong, stable work numbering 276 and with
a contribution average of well over $500
per Sunday. Th e challenge here in Harlingen is tremendous, and we most · earnestly
covet the prayers of good brethren everywhere. that we m ay have the wisdom to
meet it. Visitors to . the Valley can hardly
miss the building, as it is on the main highway through the Valley, and we invite all
brethren from up-state to worship with us
when here.
r ~ ,- 1
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W. L. Baze, 417 Welch Street, Denton,
Texas, July 6: Since my last report, the
Welch Street church has concluded a very
successfu l vacation Bible school. The average attendance was one hundred and seventy-three. Much of the credit for the sue-·
cess of this school belongs to Brother · and
Siste r C. A . Buchanan, who worked very
hard . and faithfully to insure such success.
Vlre were glad to have them both back
here where Brother Buchanan had labored
in past years. While we have encountered
the s ummer slump, which eviden tly effects
this congregation more than some, we still
have enjoyed a good and profitable work
with th ese brethren during the past few
weeks. Visible r esu lts of our preaching the
last three Lord's days consist of one baptism , one member restored, and one to place
membership with this congregation. One of
our greatest present needs is an enlarged
auditorium which will obviate the necessity
of having two services on Lord;s day mornings. Th er e can be little doubt but that a
large, air - conditioned building wou ld contribute largely to future growth. It is our
hop e that means will be found to. bring our
plans in this r espect to an early fulfilment.

BELIEVE?

By H. McKerlie
An Introductory Series of Studies in Evidences, arranged for Laymen, Study Circles, Bible and
\ Training Classes, and Presenting the 20th Century Case far Christianity

$3:oo

Order From BRACKMONT PRESS
603 Northcliffe Boulevard

.
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Paul T. Durnm, Charleston, South Carolina, July 6: Two were baptized and three
confessed their sins during the month of .
June. Our building is bej,ng filled each
Lord's day. Truly we do thank God for his
wonderful blessings. When in Charleston,
you will find us at Hest er at San Souci
Streets.

Greer E. Hendon, Rogersville, Alabama,
Since my last report, I have conducted singing schools at the following places: Solo
Church of Christ, near Covington, Tennessee;
St. Joseph, Tennessee; Lawn Cedar, and
Antioch Churches of Christ, near Florence,
Alabama. The first two weeks in June, I
conducted a meeting in Shady Valley, Tennessee, with my son, Greer Chunn, l eadi ng
the singing. T wo were baptized. The last.
two weeks in June, . I conducted a tent
meeting at Lacon, Alabama. Hermon Till)rY
a nd Greer Chunn Hendon directed the singing. I am now in a meeting with the Springhill ch urch, near Somerville, Tennessee. I
am to b egin a meeting with the Elm Grove
church, near Covington, Tenness"ee, August
2 with my son l eading the singi ng. June
21, I am to begin regular work with th e
Western Avenue Church of Christ, Toledo,
Ohio. My address will be: 544 Western Avenue, Toledo 9, Ohio.
Palmer Wlteeler, Box 974, Memphis, Texas,
July 8: The .North Texas Music Normal at
McLean, T exas, closed last Friday night.
It was a success far beyond our fondest
expectations. Two hundred and thirty-one
were enrolled with five states represented.
Students from 35 congregations were present to comprise the greatest array of tale nt ever to assemble for such work In North
Texas. Brothers Tillit S. Teddlie,• George
Saunders and I were ably assisted in this
work by Brt>ther and Sister Harold McCollum, the loca l preacher. The elders at McLean have asked us to· return 'fo r the third
session next year. It will probably be scheduled for th e first weeks in July. Announcement will be made later ~s to the date. Because of drought conditions, I will be open
for schools and meetings all winter. Please
contact m e at the above address for a song
drill thi s fall. I can go anywhere. Brother
George Saunders will be available for
school within 100 miles of McLean. His address is Box 188.

R. C. (Bob) C<>pelan<I. Jr., Box 863, Clarendon, Texas, July 2: July 26th will terminate my work here. I start working at
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, August 1st. No one
has been selected to worl( here. All correspondence should be addressed to J. H.
Wood, Elder, Naylor Route, Clarendon, Texas. The church h E\re is in ' position now to
do very fruitful work and it is my prayer
1
that every opportunity; will be used, every
obstacle met, every problem · and decision
be h andled and made to the growth of the
church her e. T o God be the glory. Brother
Tillit S. Teddlie will be here the last Sunday
in August for his second meeting. He did
a splendid job last ye·ar, and no doubt, h e
will repeat this year. We will miss our
friends. I am very glad to see reports of
more anti preachers changing. We are on
the threshold of carrying o ut the great
commission and I believe that some . will
live to see the gospel preached to all of
the nations.
The church of Christ goes
marching on. I will be in two meetings
, and perform one wedding between July 5th
and 23rd. My new address will be Box 146,
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.
All correspondents
will please note.
Brother Showalter, the
article on dancing was just right. We need
more. The Firm Foundation continues to
do much good.
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JOHNSON-Wells Warren Johnson was
born March 16, 1905, to Mr. and Mrs. J. H.
Johnson in Madison County, T exas. He de parted this life March 20, 1953 , at the age
of forty - eight ye:j.rs and four days.
He
obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ at the age
of seventeen in a mission meeting in Batso n, Texas. A. N. ICennedy preached in this
meeting, baptizing Wells a nd three Hobbs
sisters, one of whom, Elizabeth c., Hobb s ,
became Wells' wife October 21, 1923. To this
union three children were born, who, with
his wife survive him. They 11re Mr·s. Erma
Gabor, Garden City, Kansas, James Wells
Johnson of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Justill
Edward Johnson of Grand Prairie, Texas.
Wells and J. W . Wright were instrum ental
in establishing the church in Liberty, Texas. The first meeting was con\lucted in the
schoo l house March 20, 1932. For the past
several years he has served faithfully as
one of the elders of the church.
He was a devoted husband and father,
rearing .his children to live in obedience
to God's word. He was loved and r espected
by his brethren and the community in which
he lived. He was a faithful student of the
word a nd if found alone, was usually reading the Bible.
After preparing for bed, he read an art!. cle in the current, "Just A Moment", entitled, "Keep Your Eye on that Star" then
retired; a few minutes before 2 a.m., he
left his house of clay and made his return
to God. His prayer for a peaceful hour in
death was granted.
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"Servant of God, well done!
Thy glorious warfare's past,
The battle's · fought, the race is won,
And thou art crowned at last."
ROBERT GORDON CLEMENT

• • •
MARTIN-P~earl Lorena Martin, a Christian mother and one who loved the Lord,
was called home to rest on May 30th. Death
came at St. Louis, 1\'Iissouri, while she was
visi-ting with her son and was a result of
a physical reaction to a blood transfusi~n
being adminis-tered at St. Luke's Hospital.
Funeral services were held at Texarkana,
Texas, on Tuesday by Brother Gussie Lambert .of the Portland Avenue Church of
Christ, Shreveport, Louisiana, and Brother
Ell Westbrook of Texarkana. Mamma was
the daughter of an old time ~~;ospel preacher, George Crawford Reeks, and was · born
near . Montgomery, Alabama, on August 5,
1880. Mamma had told me many times of
her early childhood and grand-dad's work
in the restoration movement. She attended
her first school at a community known as
Owlet Green, near Ty~er, Texas, in the year
1887 and subsequently lived at Plain Dealing, Louisiana; Vivian, Louisiana; Mena,
Arkansas, and other places where grandpa
preached. I had the pleasure of taking her
back to the scene of her childhood in th e
summer of 1950 and while the di'rt roads
of the one time community pointed the directions where she had once played, there
was little else to be recognized at Owlet
Green. It was difficult to stand by and see
life fade away · from my mother's face an·d
yet I was so thankful to have had a mother
that had taught me Christian principles
and through my nearness to her had heard
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Christ preached · in word and deed.
The
brothers a nd sis ters in Christ at Spring and
Blaine congregation, St. Louis, Missouri, and
the minister, Brother Carney, made the burden of sorrow much easier to bear, and for
that my wife and I are especially thanKful.
The family will ever be grateful to the
singers from the Rose Hill church, Texarkana, for the beautiful hymns rendered and
to all those who had a part in fhe service.
For the family,
THf'RON MARTIN

*

COURTNEY-I was called to Byars Jun e
7th to speak at the funeral of Sister Courtney.
She was born , Vernie Oakley, April
23, 1888, and departed this life June 6, 1953,
at the age of sixty-five year~. one month,
and thirteen days.
She was married to
Albert Courtn.ey in September, 1907. · There
were four sons and three daughters born to
this union. She obeyed the gospel- at the
age of twenty and she was described as a
consecrated Christia.n, a loving faithful wife
and a real Christian mother. I can think
of no finer tribute. Burial was at Byars.
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is a great opportunity to do personal work. Cl.ip
ad and send it to a friend.
.
Brother James D. Willeford will be speaking on the radio series from July 19, 1953 through January 17, 1954.
Here is the complete schedule of sermon topics which B rather Willeford will deliver:

July 19 _______________________________ Infant Sinners
July 26 ___________________ The Secret And The Revealed ·
Aug. 2 __________________ Binding The Hands of Christ
Aug. 9 _____________ _, ___________ _____ Eternal Security
Aug. 16 ___________ .'_ ____!_ _______ can T'hat Faith Save?
Aug. 23 ________________________ How Should We Live?
Aug. 30 __________________________ songs In The Nlight
Sept. 6 _._____________________ The Father And His Sons
Sept. 13 ____________________ _ Christ On David's Throne
Sept. 20 ___________________________ Adult Delinquency
Sept. 27 ________ .:_ _____________ ___ Life Without Liquor
Oct. 4 ---.---------------------Touching All The Bases
Oct. 11 _______ :._ ___________________ The Search For Goo

l
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§
§

Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
:Oec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

25 --------------Which Books Belong In The Bible
1 ___________________ The Inspiration Of The Bible
8 ____ _______ _______ How The Bible Was Preserved
15 _________ _:Why Not A Supplement To T'he Bible?
22 ___________________ T·h e Authority Of The Bible
29 ______________________ The Bible And Evolution·
6 ___ _ ___________________ The Power Of The Bible
13 _____________________ The Influence Of The Bible
20 -------------'--------The Bible And The Spade
27 ---·------------------- The Misuse Of The Bible
3, 19'54 _ _______________ Handling The Bible Aright
10, 1954 ___________________ Search The Scriptures
17, 19 54 ____________________.___ Matching Pennies
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THE .N INTH NEW BUILDING
ON THE CAMPUS OF

HARDING COLLEGE
The American , Stu<i1es b ~lding
marks the completion of the ninth
'
new building on the campus of Harding College. This three-:story, airconditioned office and classreom
building will house the School of

' American Studies and the National
Education Program. It contains nine
classrooms, four seminar rooms, and
a small auditorium, in addition to
faculty and staff offices.

SC-holarships are · st·ill available for capable young people who
qualify for training in the School of American Studies. The fall
semester opens S eptember 14 at Harding College. Make your apI

•

plication today.

Write To The Director Of~ Admissions,

HARDING COLtEGE .
SEARCY, ARKANSAS
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National Weekly, World-Wide in Mission, Definite In Pol!cy-the Defense of the Anclellt Go•pel Deli'nred. to the S&lnU- Uader Present Management for last •3 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, havln8' -tht. •eal: The Lord lltlloyetla
them that are hls"-(Z Tim. 2:19)

W. M. DAVIS
The ~lind of Christ
Paul says, "Let this mind be in you, which was also hi
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). He was writing to Christians. All
who profess to follow: Jesus need to have . the mind of their
Leader. In the second verse of this chapter, Paul says, "Ful.fil ye m y joy, that ye be likemind ed , having · the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind." There is only one way
for Christians to be of one mind, and that is by all of them
havin~ the mind of Christ. The religious people of the world
can never unite and be one by hav,ing the mind of some man
-he may be a good man and have much wisdom, but the
multitudes will not accept him as th eir leader.
Jesus prayed that all his disciples might be one. He said,
. "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their work; that they all may
be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee , that they
also may be one in us ; that the world may believe that
thou · hast sent me" (Jno. 20:20, 21). All who have the mind
of Christ will be one in the sense that J es us prayed for
them to be one .
On this same thought these passages of scripture are to
the point. ' 'Only Jet your conversation be as it becometh the
gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else
be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in
one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the faith
of the gospel" (Phil. 1:27). "Finally be ye all of one mind, (
having compassion one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous" ( 1 Peter 3: 8). In these passages, Christians are taught to be of one mind. and they are all to strive
t ogethe r for th e faith of the gospel.
A Timely Editorial
B rothe r Showalter's editorials are always good . "B ut the
one in the .July 21st issue was exceptionally good. Did you
read it? If not, get your paper of that date and read, "On To
Neglected Fields." Keep the paper and read that article
frequently. We are not doing exactly right till we put as
r_nuch emphasis on missionary work as w e do on regular attenda nce at the wo rship. We preach that it is the duty of
every Christia!l to assemble with the saints and observe the
Lord's Supper on eve ry first day of the week. ·we should also
p1·each th at it is the duty of every Christian to do his best
in carrying the message of salvation to the lost. We cannot
convert alien sinners by preaching the gospel to those who
,a re already Christians.
Jesus taught that the word of God is the seed of the kingdom. - A farmer cannot increase his wheat yield by keeping
the seed in the granary. The kingdom of God is sure to grow

when men SO'W the seed of the kingdom. And it is sure not
to grow when we neglect the sowing of the seed.
I think the Lord's people are more missionary-minded now
than they have ever been, -but the tempo can be accelerated.
It is indeed refreshing to ob~;~erve the remarkable success of
the gospel in Germany, Italy, Africa, and other places. The
churches supporting these missionary enterprises a~e to be
commend~d for their generosity in supporting gospel preachers in these fields.
There are many waste places here in the homeland where
the gospel should be .preached. And there are many of the
smaller congregations that are not doing anything in the way
of carrying the gosp~l to the lost. These should awaken to
their duty in this respect .
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

An, Unbiased Approach
John Allen Hudson
Men and women everywhere should study to make an unbiased approach to every question. We freely descant on the
subject to our sectarian neighbors and friends, but how often
are we equally fair with the problems that arise in the
brotherhood? There has been currently a considerable degree of discussion in one of, our journals on the subject of
allowing an instrum,ent for a marriage ceremony. This piece
does not propose to get into that discussion, but to use it
as a basis for this thought. It is true that we are prepared
to discuss the subject on its merits, alone, or do we sometimes hark.eu back to our religious training and prejudice
in the matter? Just how traditional are we? Can we rightly
say that the whole field of prejudice and tradition lies with
our religious neighbors? How far are we custom bound?
Recently a brother in a college lectureship made the statement that the young fellows in college often discussed the
.scripturalness of the church in doctrine and in practice . He
said that they finally ceased to discuss the practice feature
because practices were so different. Now this speaker was
speaking of the variants in custom, and not in the essentials
of practice. We a r e agreed on the articles of worship, but
the custom of putting them into practice varies from time
to time, and from community to community. And often times
a person coming to face a new set of customs will feel that
here is something unscriptural. Maybe there is not a thing
uns criptural about it, but only the man's previous training
and traditional approach. He speaks and begins to criticise
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before he calmly tries to weig:p. the whole matter. What flurries have been but tempest in teapots!
Sometimes there is a resentment because of the silent
treatment such a person receives, and he must, perchance,
stir attention in order to protect and advance his ego! Did
humility ever rush in like that?
There is also the Clash of personalit~, and many little
tempests are simply Trojan horses in which egocentric and
bristling personalities . ride! How much practical Christianity
is there among us, anyway?
Amiable men are not always agreeable men, but amiable
men are aiways kind and . impersonal in their approach. One
does notl.. have to agree in a spirit of defenselessness, but he
should disagree without rancor. And his disagreements should
be on principle and not on prejudice. He should first of all
examine his own heart in reference to the issue, and then
to speak. That will guarantee an unbiased approach. Some
years ago this sc-r ibe took frequ~nt evening walks in Melbourne, Australia, with a Brother Lyle. Brother Llye could
not let the question of instrumental music rest. He never
managed to sustain his points, and so he finally said that we
should have to . agree to disagree. This scribe assented, and
so the matter was closed. Each knew the other's mind quite
well, and ,the reasons behind it. Neither had any prejudices
against the other because of disagreement. God will judge
the final issues. Men cannot be made to do what another
thinks.
Dealing With The Prejudices Of Othel"S
It is so easy to stir prejudice! And it is sueh a blinding
thing when it is stirred! Some communities have been embittered against the church almost, because of the antagonistic
preaching and teaching done there. Of course truth cannot
compromise with error, but one need not needlessly stir up
Sl!Ch a prejudice that he cannot get over the barrier to the ·
other person's mind and heart. Some communities yield to ·
the gospel with very little prejudice. In such a case the
church has grown into respectability through the lives of
good and influential men and women. It is easy to preach in
that community. Thoughtful and kind men have preached
there.
All prejudice cannot be avoided .. The truth will infuriate
some people when preached by the kindest of men. ' There
will ever be a line between. truth and error. But there is little
good sense and very poor salesmanship where one deliberately forestalls the chances for success in the minds of some because he goes out of his way to stir prejudice. Preaching is
therefore the finest art in the world, and the preacher should
be the greatest diplomat. Yet there may conceivably come a
time when flaming prejudice may be turned to the growth
and strength of the church. Take Paul's experience at Ephesus. A magnificent sense of timing, a sense of history in
the making, causes one to know when to strike, prejudice
or no prejudice. But deliberately to stir prejudice on a small
scale denotes a little spirit seeking a broad'e r attention, speaking the most charitably. It is Jlot the greatest wisdom.
This scribe confesses, in his earlier day, to having done a
little of that sort of thing. He now attributes it to emotional
and mental immaturity.
Going As Far As You Can In Agreement
It is quite right for one to "a gree ,with another just as far
as he can without sac'rificing truth. And he should seek for
agreements at first, in order' to establish a common meeting
place of minds Early contacts should avoid all possible
clashes: And to postpone a serious difference in conviction
is oftentimes wise. To postpone and then never to come. to
defend the truth is to be insensible of the claims of duty to
truth, and to be woefully remiss in a feeling of responsibility.
If the arch-enemy takes caution to ensnare . the soul, the
winner of souls should be equally wise. Paul was aware of
· this, and so he said to the young preacher Timothy, "In

meekness instructing · those who oppose themselves, if God
per adventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth."
It you can win a man's love and confidence first, you can
nearly always win the man. His prejudice' should not b
stirred; he should be agreed with as far as possible, and all
truth everywhere should be admitted, regardless of the teacher, though humble artizan or sapeint sage.

Report From Germany
Fred L. Casmir
I just came back from taking our last visitor back to his
home. He lives• way back in the Odenwald Mountains, and
jllthough he is deaf it's not often that he misses a service.
We are having a meeting in Heppenheim, you know. But
cold statistics and reports can never tell you about our work,
and that's why !.decided to sit down right now, in the middle of the night, to tell you a little about the things we are
doing over here. -Now don't try to find Heppenheim on your
map of Germany, for chances are you won't find it. It's a small
place, to be exact, a country town of about 15,000 population. Ninety-six percent of these people are Catholics, and
the town is considered to be a stronghold for Catholicism.
There are people who claim that an "idle mind is the devil's
workshop," but I am ready to contesj; that statement any
time. I believe Heppenheim has the sole "privilege" of calling itself the devil's workshop.
A lot of work and sweat went into this meeting. If WEl
have the right to' pride ourselves of anythin·g in the Lord's
work, I believe it's the fact that we canvassed this town as
no other place in Germany. Everyone who lives in this town
received a personal invitation to our meeting, and large
posters informed everyone that we are here and preaching
the word of truth. We started, on Sunday, and Sunday was
the day when the convention of Catholics of all Southern
Hessen was held. Even Chancellor Adenauer came. I don't
know if they thought that we had planned it that way, but
the truth is that we weren't even aware of what was going
on around here. We learned about it only a few days beforehand. Not only did we have the opposition of our Catholic
"friends" to face, but · even the weather seel'fied to be against
us. Every night now, it has been raining. It seems to hold
out till it's just about time for our services, and then a
steady downpour tries to discourage · even the most faithful
among us. Yes, we are having a meeting in Heppenheim, and
that meims that I have to start making the rounds several
hours in advance. That means I have to drive to the small
cities and villages around here to pick up the people who could
not otherwise come. It means driving over roads which one
would not travel with a tank in the States, roads which are
actually nothing but slush, mud-holes, and rocks. Fog and
- rain make it almost impossible to see where you are going,
and the streets in the small towns are made of something
which we call ••cobblestone," and 'Which makes you feel like
~ piece of soap in a bath tub. Th-ere are four places where
I have to pick up people, and four places to which I have to
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tains, which reminds you in their ptimitive wildness of the
mountains of Kentucky and the hills of Tennessee. A few
minutes before service time I get back, only to run off again
to make one more quick drive tl1.rough the city trying to
pick up those whom the rain would force to stay home if
we didn't see that they had ·a way to come. Some of the
people can come by train, but they are only the. "wealthy"
among us and t·hat means two or three people. When you
come baek to the church building you begin to wonder - if·
it's all worth it . .There may be 25 or 30 people there, and
they are wet and tired from a day of hard work. But then
you see the face of someone who has· never been there before, someone 1who for the first time hears the gospel, the
message of Christ, delivered in a city which seems to be living
in the Middle Ages-ana all of a. sudden you know that all
the work, all the sweat, all the heartbreak is worth it after
all. You learn to see things in their right perspective out
'h ere. You fitid a set of values none can ever take away from
' you aglj.in. Services are over, you hope and pray that the
words they just heard will be seeds planted in a fertile soil.
But you don't know. There is no invitation offered after
services over here, and only time will tell how much good has
been done. Once more my . little old Opel car slithers and
grinds through the mud and takes people home, and coming
back alone through the cold, wet countryside I am grateful
for that little car which may cost a lot of money to run
(much more than in the .States) that little can which proves
that German engineering skill is not just a story; and I think
that this vehicle does perhaps as much or more for the ·
Lord's work as I ·h ave ever done. Yes, we are having a meeting- in Heppenheim, and that's about all you would usually
hear, but what it is really like so few people know in .the
States. That's why I decided to sit down and write to you.
What will happen tomorrow? Well, there is no telling, but
there is going to be the same bunch of jeering, ridiculing
Catholic neighbors across the street, who are checking up
on the ones who are coming to · hear another message taken
from the word of God; maybe it'll rain again; maybe there'll
be only a .rew who can come, and maybe it'll all look pretty
1
futile, and · it certainly will have nothing of the "glamor"
of mission work, but one thing is for sure: The Lord will
be here, and though it may be little enough we can do, still
the truth is being preached in a place which never heard it
before. Pray for us and our work, and for the work of our
Lord everywhere.
$250,000 ESTATE WILLED TO CHILDREN'S HOME
LUB~CK, TEXAS

M. Norvel Young
The Floyd E. Bakers of Burnet, Texas, signed a will bequeathing ' their estate to the Children's Home of Lubbock
this afternoon in 1lhe office of the Broadway Church of Christ.
The principle item in the estate consists of 480 acres of
irrigated farm land near Petersburg, Texas.
Brother and Sister Baker stated that they had been interested in orphan children for a number of years and had·
predicted that some time there would be a children's home
similar to the proposed home on the South Plains. Sister
Baker's father died when she was just about ·a month old
and she expressed her sympathy with those children who, '
have to make their way without one or both parents. Brother
Baker, _she stated, has always had a "soft spot" in his heart
for orphan children. They modestly disclaimed ·any credit for
making this bequest, but stated that they wanted to give
God the glory for whatever good may come from this gift in
the future.
Brother Baker was born near Batesville, Arkansas, and
has lived in El Paso since 1934. Sister Baker was born near
Cloudcroft, New Mexi.co, and ·has lived in Ei Paso since

1925. They were married in December, 1944. He has worked
for a number of years with the Federal Reserve Bank in El
Paso. Now they · are · building a home near Burnet on Lake
Buchanan and plan to reside there most of the year. They
are both memte·rs of the church of ·Christ at Burnet and formerly worshipped with the Montana Street Church of Christ
in El Paso. They worship with the Petersburg Church of
Christ when they visit their farm in tliat area. For several
years they have .been generous contributors to orphan homes
in Texas and mission work in· .Mexico. Paul Sherrod, ah elder
of the Broadwa,y church, and Mont Whitson, instructor in,
the Bible Ch'air, were present in the c:P,ureh office for the
signing of the will.
The Children's Home of Lubbock is a new home for homeless children to be erected on the 200-acre · site donated by
Sister Ida S. Collins on the Idalou Highway. At the present
time $27,500 is in the bank account of the home, and the
first Unit to )louse 18 children requires approximately $43,500.
As soon as sufficient funds are available the elders of the
church plan to begin . c.o nstruction of the. first home. Addi~
tional homes on the unit plan will be erected as funds are
given. A' superintendent for the home is in the process of
being selected by the elders. A goal of $150,000 has been set
for the completion of the first three units.

Faith Without Works
Quentin A. Dunn
Many sermons h·a ve been preached and many articles have
been written for the purpose of teaching that man is not
saved by faith only. The purpose of such sermons and articles,
is to show that a mere accent of mind, without obedience
will not save a man. The majority of American citizens believe t4ere is one God, yet a g~od many people do not believe all of God's word. It is ,not enough to believe there is
but one God; the devils believe-, and tremble. Are the devils
saved? Surely we know the devils are not saved. "But wilt
thou kB.OW, 0 vain main, that faith without works is dead?"
Was not Abraham, our father, justified by works when he
offered Issac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works and by works was made perfect? And
the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God,
a nd it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was
called the friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a
man is justified, and not by faith (Jas. 2:20-24). The' faith
that will save a man is the faith that prompts him to humble
obedience to the will of God. The man who argues that God
has many non-essential commandments, believes in God to
some extent, but he has a dead faith and such faith will not
save him. There is the command to be baptized, yet many
people say that one can be saved without being baptized.
Those who make such statements do not believe what the
Bible says about baptism. The New Testament plainly tells
us that baptism is a burial (Rom. 6:4). Yet there are millions of people who say that sprinkling water upon a person's head is baptism. This is another manifestation of faith
without works. Baptism puts one into Christ and' the one
body, the church (Gal. 3: 37; 1 Cor. 12:13). An alien sinner
needs to be taught that the doctrine of saved by faith only,
is I).ot a most wholesome doctrine, and there is not one ounce
of comfort in it. I do not hesitate to say that it is the doctrine of the devil, and that faith without works is dead. An
alien sinner must hear, and believe the gospel, repent of his
past sins, confess his faith in Christ, and be buried with his
Lord in oaptism. By doing these things he is showing his
faith by his works.
After we have been raised from the watery grave of baptism, we must walk in newness of life. We must love God
and keep his commandments, our faith in Jehovah must be
manifested . by keeping his commandments. God commands
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his children to practice pure and undefiled religion, to visit
the fatherless, and the widows in their afflictions, and. to keep
themselves un-s potted from the ·world . When we do these
things we show our faith by our works. When we argue
that such commandments a r e no11--essential, or fail to do them,
our faHh is dead, and it will not save us eternally. It is just
as important for Christians to · know what to do to remain
saved, as it is for an alien sinner to know what to do to be
saved from his past sins.
God has g iven us a Book, the Bible, which we can urider~stand, if we will study it diligently, carefully and prayer·fully. God commands his children to study ( 2 Tim. 2:15).
-when we study as God directs we show our faith by our works.
;I.f' we say that we believe in studying God's word, and do
not study it, we have faith without works, and faith without works is dead. When the question is asked: Do you believe in Bible study on Lord's day morning? Some brethren
answer afte r this manner, "I seldom attend, but it is all right,
and I believe in it for the other fellow, those who want to
actively pa rticipate in it, but I don't care to put forth much
effort." The brethre.n who talk in s u ch manner would not
want the chur ch to discontinue Bible study, they would think
that th e ch urch was falling down on its job. But who is the
church? Ts it us or them? The church is composed of those
who hav e been baptized into the one body-the church. We
are the church, and we ought not to speak of the church a s
they or them. To properly partici-pate in th e Lord's day Bible
study, requires diligent study and some effort, but who wants
to be a. lazy person? To advise the other fellow to participate in the Bible study and not put ,f orth any effort to partake of it ourselves, ,shows . that our ·faith. is weak. The Bib~e
study is good for th~ other fellow, i.t is good for you, it 1s
good for me and it is good for everyone. Yve must know God's
will in order to do it, God speaks to us through his word.
The Lord 's day morning is a good tim.e to increase our knowledge of God's word. Make your plans to attend Bible study
each Lord's day. Faith plus works will enable us to be saved
e ternally . Fait~ without works is dead.
Eldorado, Texas.
624 DAIT.JY ATT.I<JNDANC.I<J AT MA.DISON VACA',I'ION ,
BIBLE SCHOOL

Ira NoJ."t:.h

Tuesday, July 28, 1953

understand Madison Church of Christ averaged 500 more
per day than the l ~rgest d enom inational church in the com-·
munity.
Advet·tisemen t
The success of the school must be attributed largely to
the foresight of the eld ers and their willingness to advertise the effort. The writer, who directed the school, had
conducted all winter an educational program for children on
WSM-TV (mid-dle T ennessee's only television station). The
elders took full advantage of the fact that all the chlldren
knew . the director and they purchased pencils and balloons
and had them distributed to every child in, the community.
When the children blew up the animal balloons they found
in large print the advertisement of the vacation Bible schooL
Public School Building Rented
Since Madison congregation is in the process of erecting
a modern air-conditioned building, the new public school in
the community was rented for the vacation Bible school. Approximately 3 5 teachers taught in the school and among
this number four outstanding teachers were brought in to
assist in the school-Mrs. A. R. Holton, Mrs. C. J. Garner,
Mrs. Reinhart, and Brother Charfes Scott.
A Community Effort

'l'he community was concentrated on and thoroughly worked
rather than efforts to bring children from other congregations
of the church of Christ in this area. The results were not
only pleasing, but astonished us. Some thought we might
have 200 and few dreamed we would average over 600 per
day.
'l'he Results
The school cost some money, much work, planning, and
prayer, but it was worth many times the cost. Hundreds of
boys and girls were reached whose parents are not members ·
of the church. The school proved a wonderful training course
for our teachers, who worked diligently· and used the beautiful classrooms to great advantage. The goal at Madison is
to have 1000 souls studying the B~ble each Sunday morning
at Bible study. The Bible class average" has been approximately 700 per S~nda.y for the last few months, however,
when the new plant is completed we can easily take care of
1000 students in classes. It is believed that t·he vacation
Bible school has given us a great boost in th e direction of
reaching more souls for Christ.• The writer has directed these
schools for several years and has seen the good fruit. Breth.
ren, have a school at your local ~ongregation e,a ch year.
Spend money in wise advertis ing, secure , a few outstanding
teachers, and sound literature. Spend plenty of tim e planning,
praying and working. Generate a lot of enthusiasm, It pays
wonderful dividends.
WILLEFOR-D STAR!.rS ON NE'l'WORK SERIES

Pictured above is one of tho Fourth. Grade Classes
at ~Iadison Vacation Bible School
The congregation at Mad ison (Madison is a suburb in greater
Nashville, ;rennessee) h as just concluded its first vacation
Bible · school in recent years. The attendance ran from 602
to 651, wiLh an average of 624 per day.
A P.ecot·d
A.s tar as we !mow t]+is is the largest vacation Bible school
ever ·held in Davidson co unty by any religious group. We

James D. 'Willeford, who r ecently moved from Madison,
Wisconsin, to Abilene, T exas, will begin a six-month ser ies
of gospel sermons on the Herald Of Truth radio program,
Sunday, July 19 , it has been announced by the elders of the
5th and Highland Street church in Abilene who dire ct th e
coas t-to-coast radio broadcas t.
Willeford's sermon topic for Sunday, July 19, is "Infant
Sinners." The complete schedule of his series is listed elsewhere in this paper.
Willeford and James vV . . ·N ichols are the two principa l
speakers on the n e tw ork broadcast. 'Willeford will be speaking through Sunday, January 17, 1954.
James vVilleford has had· extensive tJ·ai~ing and experience
in radio broadcasting. F' or a period of six years he conducted
a daily broadcast over Radio Station KAYE in Carlsbad, New
Mexico.
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In 1947, Willeford went to M.adison, Wisconsin, to serve
the church there. In three years, attendance rose from thirty
to one hundred and thirty and the congregation purchased a
brick building which is completely paid for. In addition they
are helping to support other churches in the upper Midwest.
Shortly after going to Madison, Willeford began preaching
over Radio Station WIBA. Nichols was then being heard
over Station WMT (Cedar Rapids, Iowa). They began to coordinate their efforts which grew into the Herald of Truth.
Willeford attended Freed-Hardeman College in Henderson, Tennessee, two years and then went to Penn State one
year. He grad uated from Abilene Christian College in 1942.

quiet life; to obey magistrates; to speak well of them; to
pray for them. Faithful members of the church view their
magistrates as ministers of God. Magistrates ought never
to require anything but that which is reasonable; if it be
reasonable, n.othing ought to divert them from enforcing it.
They ought to persist in exacting obedience without changin g.
Assuredly he who "moved upon the face of the waters,"
who "garnished the heavens," who gives life universally,.
cannot be mistaken himself, or be capable of misleading us
in Matthew 7: 12. "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would:
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them."

TECH BIBLE GHA:qt REOEIVES DONATION

On The Way

JaJnes C. KeiT, Elder

Shown above is Sister E. Gilliland of Lubbock as she presents a check for $4,601.66 to Lawrence Green, an elder of
the Broadway Church of Christ. Mont Whitson, instructor
of the Church of Christ Bible Chair, Texas Tech, looks on.
The money was left to the Broadway church in the will of
Brother Gilliland, one of the pioneer residents of Lubbock,
and a faithful member of the Lord's c.hurch for many years.
It will be used in accordance with the will and the wishes ol
the family, for a library which 'will be housed. in the Tech
Bible Chair. Such a library wilf be of invaluable service to
all of the churches of Christ in Lubbock and the surrounding
area. The books wi ll ·be made available to all members of
the church in the South Plains area.
• It is hoped that this example of giving will serve as a stimulus to promote others to give to similar .g ood works.
"OUR NATION"

George Hickey
We utterly reject the principle, however fashionable , that
the church and state have no connection. We sincerely believe that the latter needs the aid of the former. Wo do without doubt engage in prayer on behalf of our lawmakers with
full assurance that God will remember our nation and bless
us . .
Teachers of the church teach and enforce subordination,
that fundamenta l principle necessary in our nation. The
churcb. sanctions parental authority and family discipline,
without which civil communities carinot flourish. By doing
this, men are qualified by the church for public duties. Teachers of the church teach magistrates to be just, ruling in the
fear of God. They are reminded of their responsibilities to
the King of kings. Every well-taught member of the church
knows that it is God's command to lead a peaceable and

Glenn L. Wall ace
.T he church of the Lord has made marvelous strides within
the last few years and there are even greater fields to conquer just ahead, b.ut Christians must remember one important
truth: One ca,n do the right work in a w·rong way. There are
some things that brethren may attei:npt to do that are not
within the fi·amework of the New Testament organization.
Mass Meetings
There is a very evident trend toward the loss of congregational autonomy in the mass meetings that convene frequently today. Wide publicity is given to a certain cause and
one congregation gives its approval to the calling of a convention of Christians in an area-wide meeting. The general
aims of the meeting may be just and scriptural, but a shift
toward a high-powered machine is easily seen. Influential
men · from the realm of business along with well sele·c ted orators are given the floor to advocate the cause of the hour.
Trained choirs and quartets are presented anp. the moving
music is enough .to pull the strings of the tightest pocketbook.
There may be some congregations in the community and
hundreds of individuals who e ither by reason of the work
already being done by the church or because of a difference
of opinion as to the merits of the case presented, who object to the work. In the hysteria of the hour, these voices
are not consulted or they are ignored as "moss-liacks," "sour
grapes" and "deliberate obstructionists." The assembled audience is told that if you wish to give to this work, you may
send your contribution to the sponsoring congregation, thus
the voice of the · local congregation is ignored. There are
hundreds of members of the church today who are "me-qJ.bersat-large." Their support and their allegiance is to that which
strikes their fancy. The number of such members is growing.
Church sponsored mass-meetings is the key to the condition.
It is perfectly within the right of private institutions,
sucli as a college, to call mass meetings of interested friends
to carry on their program, but it is not within the plan of the
New Testament organization. How can hundreds of Christians
meet in a convention to vote, take collections, pass resolutions, and appoint delegates? This is n.ot the right of New
Testament Christians apart from individual congregational
action.
\Vashington Lobby
As an individual Christian citizen, I have the American
right of appeal to those who represent' me in Washington. I
should exercise that right. When my brethren or my neighbors are refused the rights guaranteed them by any treaty,
either the American Constitution or a peace treaty under
which my neighbor works, then I should ask my government
to intervene and grant justice. "Washington envoys," "Chui:ch
of Christ comm'ittees," '1'delegates to Rome," and just plain
"Church o! Christ lobbyists" in Washington are strictly out·
of the New Testament way of doing the Master's work. ·
High-Geared Pu.blicity
Christians should be a humble people. The spirit of the
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New Testament Christian is not in keeping with paid pub.Ucity agents seeking to get the names of churches and men
:sp1N~7ld in the newspapers. Would New Testament Christians
C!have employed advertising agents from among the uncon"Verted to keep the "Church of Christ name" before the nalition? The public likes news and it will get the news, but let
llls be prayerful and considerate before grasping at incidents
s~st to get our names and pictures in the news.
Let us be on the way to d-o a greater work for the Master and remember there is a w·rong way to do the right work.
This l atter road is the way to a denominational mac:hine.

The Lamar Street church is supplying our personal needs
while we are in Africa. These brethren have suffered three
years' drouth and the prospects of another one. They have
lost over one hundred and twenty-five members, mainly due
to this condition, within the past two years. Their willingness to undertake this sizeable task, in view of these conditions, is a real expressi,on of faith.
We shall be working with B-rother and Sister John Hardin,
1
song leader, who is supported by the Riverside church in Ft.
Worth. Brother Ha.rdin went with the original group in 1949
and has moved to Port Elizabeth in anticipation of our arrival there. He is an excellent teacher and I look forward
eagerly to the pleasure of working with them in this challenging ' field.

SUCCESSFUL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL HELD
Alan Bryan
'rhe Broadway Church of Christ at Lubbock~ Texas, held
their annual Vacation Bible School this year, June 8th through
June 13th. Over one thousand (1000) were enrolled with ninety-seven (97) men and women helping in the teaching. Average daily attendance totaled 826 p er day. From almost( every
standpoint this . proved to be the most successful Vacation
Bible School held here. The quality of teaching and efficiency
of operation surpassed all former efforts.
At the present time Bible School attendance for the summer
months is running almost 1100. This is an increase of over
150 above attendance during the summer months of last year.
Plans are now being made for another worksop for Bible School
teachers to be held here in August.
GRi\YS LEAVE FOR SOUTH
~·
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MAURICE HALL TO RETURN TO PARIS, FRA.NOE, WORK

i~FRIOA.

·~: ~

·~t;."

Leona.rd M. Gray

Brother and Sister !\Iaurice Hall and their two sons.

(

The Leonard Gray family-Brother Leonard Gray, his wife,
Marguerite, and two sons, Fred and Randy.
. We are lea-ying the first of the week on our way to New
York. We, my wife, Marguerite, and two sons, Fred and Randy, are scheduled to sail for Port Elizabeth, Union of South
Africa, Thursday, July 30. We have be'e n planning and working toward this occasion for about eighteen months.

Nearly a year ago, the Maurice Hall family returned from
Paris, France, where they had been laboring in the ministry
of the gospel since 19 4 9. Their plans ' to return to America
were · advanced due to the ill _health
of Sister Hall. I
/
It is with sincere gratitude to God and to the many. breth. ren that remembered them in prayers that the Halls announce their pla ns to return to France on September 4, on
the S. S. l.fnited States.
·Reservations have bf4!n made for their crossing, and onefourth of the cost has been paid for tickets, and $540 additiona! is urgently needed to complete th eir travel fund.
Churches and individuals that are willing to assist them are
urged to send contributions to the elders, Cleveland Avenue
Church of Christ, 130 Cleveland Avenue, Wichita, Kansas,
for "Hall travel fund."
France, a nation of 50,000,000 people, has been in spiritual
darkness for centuries, and yet no problem is incurred in
obtaining visas for preachers to enter this Gatholic nation.
There are only four evangelists in France. Two of these
work in ' Northern France, and the other two concentrate their
efforts ~t Paris. The Halls will fill a much-neglect~d place in
the work there.
This family is also in need of .monthly support for their
living expenses. Interested churches or individuals are urged
to assist in this need. "How can they preach, except they be
sent" (Rom. 10:15). If you would like to hear a first-hand r.e port of the activities in France, and to see a colored movie
about the work, please write Brother Maurice Hall in care of
J. H. Cline, 209 Pennsylvania, Etowah, :Tennessee. He will
have the entire month of August available for appointments
to preach and speak in the middle and east Tennessee and
northern Alabama and Georgia areas.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
It Really Is More Blessed To Give!

Jesus was never more serious than whe~ he taught his
disciples that, "It is more blessed to give than to receive."
The pagan rule of life goes like this: "Oet all you can for
yourself; do as little; give as· little to others as possible."
Are you living by Jesus' rule or by the pagan rule?
It ii surprising ht>w many professed followers of Christ
think that this r-ule is idealistic, impractical. On the contrary, it is a _profound truth which most people never discover. Believe Jesus and put it into practice every day.
You, never give of your time or your talent or your money
in the service of Christ or in his na!ne that you don't re-

ceive a blessing. As one Christian has put it: "\Ji.That I give
always comes back to me in. some blessing-multip-lied." Jesus put it this way: "Give and it shall be given unto you;

How To Convert Souls To Christ
•

George Hickey
O~is Gatewood has written a masterpiece entitled, "You
Can Do Personal Work." Homer Hailey's book, "Let's Go
Fishing for Men," must be studied if one accepts the full
teaching of this articie. These books can be ordered from
the Firm Foundation Publishing ·House, Austin, Texas.
Some of the essentials on being a soul winner to Christ are,
namely:
One must actually be converted himself. The simple and
beautiful gospel as ia. found in Acts the second chapter must
have been obeyed by the soul winner himself. Man must find
the way befor,e he can point it out to others. To be partially
blind as to the full meaning of Acts, the second chapter
would certainly hinder anyone trying to win souls to Christ.
When man ha.s fully obeyed the· gospel as is found in this
chapter it can be detected in . his conversation. Man's conversation reflects his faith. "Only let your conversation be
as it becometh the gospel of Christ . . . " (Phil. 1:17). Wh~n
soldiers came to take Christ, they noted that his conversa- ·
tion was different (John 7:46). In order for man to convert
his neighbor his conversation must never be foolish jesting
bi.tt sober and meaningful. Man's friends know him by his
speech, and conduct. Before he can have any weight ·on others they must be able to see his walk and be attracted to it
and in a measure desire to become like it. "Walk in wisdom
toward them that are without" (Col. 4:5) . The wisdom of
God is made known to man by the conversation and walk of
man (Eph. 3:10). These Scriptures · teach that I must enjoy
being a Christian. Man can be just religious enough to be
miserable. This sort of person is never on time, never ready
to go the second mile. If we win souls to Christ . we must ·
be on our toes. We must live in the spirit and be ready,
looking, and waiting for an opport uaity to help our neighbor. When Phillip saw the Eunuch ·h e "ran" to him .. Phillip
was "living in the spirit." In order for man to win souls to
Christ he must really be converted himself.
Man must have a deep and a biding concern for people. If
this is missing he ,is doomed to fail. Jesus beheld the city and
wept over it (Luke 19:41). At Jacob's Well, Jesus was so
concerned over · the soul of the Samaritan woman that his

good m"easure, pressed down, sltaken together, running over,
shall they give into .your bosom" (Luke 6:38).
It works! Look about you. Do you knmv. l!-ny selfish, selfcentered, stingy :person who is very happy? he not those
persons the happiest who ·are the busiest giving themselves
in service to others? The Christian who gives is tlfe one who
lives· abundantly.
But you have to take the first step by faith. You have to
believe in Jesus enough to begin giving before you can experience the blessing-s he will · give you. Try it • this week.
Remember, that God loves a cheerful giver! Not even a cup
of cold ~ater given in Jesus' name will go unrewarded.
tf you would be happier than ever before, practice this
divine rule. Begin by giving yourself to the Lord in obedience to his gospel (if you are not already a Christian), then
try to give as much of yourself, your money, your talent
to others in Jesus' name each day. "He that soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully" . . . " It will work in the
home, in the business house, in the school, in the church. Let
me challenge you to try it this : week!

physical hunger was soothed. We must lose ourselves in
glory. In order to do this we must know the valu!l of a soul
(Matt. 16:26). Jesus left all glory to come and save souls .
Friends will help a neighbor if he is sick. Men will risk
their lives to resc-qe a neighbor from physical death. Our
neighboh that have not been baptized into Christ are dead
spiritually (1 Tim. 5:6; Col. 2:13; Gal. 3:27). Our neighbors
and loved ones
go to an eternal burning hell unless we
win their souls to Christ. The fire in hell will be hotter
than any furnace and "the wor~ dieth not and th-e fire is
not quenched" (Mark 9:44, 46): One soul is worth more
than the whole world.

will

If we are to be soul winners to Christ we must know the
Bible. We must have a "working knowledge" of the Bible.
People can see inconsistency. Man must not be consistent to
the extent that he will not act upon faith. When man gets
so consistent that he wi.ll not admit that he dotls not know
and that he makes mistakes then consi-stency has become
the "hob-goblin of a little mind." A soul winner must understand the "Great Commission" given in Mark 16:15, 16. He
must "rightly divide"-"handle aright'' the word of Goo (2.
·Tim. 2:15).

To win souls to Christ, man must have confidence in the
word and promise of God. God's word shall not x:eturn void
(Isa. 55:11). God ha;; all power. Greater is God th"an all the
powers of Satan. Christ came to seek and save the lost (Luke
19:10) . Man mu~t forget self with its -fears and doubts and
humbly cast his bread upon the waters. Confidence can be
obtained by continuing in prayer. It is Christ's will that
souls be saved. Man can an"d will save souls if he will continue in prayer according to the will of God.
In order to win souls to Christ, man must begih, not tomorrow or tonight, but now! Write the names of those you
desire to win to Christ in a little book. This book can be
called a prayer book. Telephone them, go to see them, approach them, give honor to them in all things that are worthy.
of honor. The man who will sincerely begin will eventually
find somebody who is waiting for the word to be said. · When
you speak God's word and your neighbor believes it and
obeys it then you have saved a -s oul from death and hid a .
multitude of sins. To begin is Ghrist's will and to do his
wtll is to have him with you always even t o the end of the
world.
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EDITORIAL

G. H. P. SHOW ALTER, BdJtor

THE ENCAMPMENT ~TFAYETI'EVILLE, ARK.
This great meeting was under way from July 11th
to July 18th. The Fayetteville congregation, in the
lead of t}le program, did their part wonderfully well.
The advertising in many ways all over Arkansas and
other S!tates was efficiently and. enthusiastically performed and everything was ready for the various
classes and teachers, as well as the details of preaching, when the work began. Four preachers preached
twenty minutes each on each day for six days, beginning promptly at 2:30 and closing at 4:30. Some
twenty-six or twenty-seven preachers preached sermons during the week. The Firm Foundation editor
spoke for tfie Fayetteville congregation in their new
building on Center Street Lord's day at eleven o'clock,
July 19th. The auditorium which seats 750 people was
practically filled. These brethren have done a great
work during recent years. Fred McClung is their
preacher and he is an untiring worker. The elders are:
Chas. Johnson, 0. L: Daily, Frank Gibson, 0. Salyer,
Walter Miller, and the deacons are: C. S. Fritts, Geo.
Smythe, Jones Sizemore, John J_\fahaffy and D. Woods. ·
These brethren represent a fine element of citizenship,
influence and Christian character in the community,
and ·are responsible for the good influence and gro:wth
in that locality. It was n~rly twenty years ago when
THE CliURCH IN FRA.l"V!I{FURT TEACIDNG SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!

Georgia Caryer
As I see it, the age-old adage of the Roman Catholics of,
"Give me a child until he· is seven years . . . " is profitable
for teaching truth as well as error. Early established teachings are lasting if they cannot be proven false, so let us
be the first to install God's truths in the minds of children
as we are given opportunity. Thi~ we have at our fingertips
here in Germany. Why not teach children these seven days
instead of just one day per week?
When children enter the German schools they are taught
daily either Evangelisch or Roman Catholic doctrine which
encourages th em to go to thek respectiv:e churches. On Monday each child is asked wheth er or not he attended church
yesterday and if the answer is negative h~ is given a demerit. If we can begin with them before school age and have
them established here, they a;e not so bound to attend the
state churches; however, they ~ust still take religion in
schooL
·
The parents of these children have a fair education. They
were in the fifteen- to thirty-year-olds during Hitler's regim~.
Many rejected a ll religion, while others, in a passive way, ad.hered to the religion of their families. Since peace is restore_d _in Ger~any and pr~sperity looms, everyone is qusy
rebmldmg the1r dam aged c1ty and homes, which some ~sti
mate to be as much as 80 per cent. In many cases the mothers
are wid<;>wed or both parties are working, thus they have
little time for spiritual training <>r even atheism. As a whole,
these families are small-possibly for economic reasons-but
the largest family on our list has three 'children. The parents
desire physical and educational advantages but depend on the

I was in attendance and spoke for them in a lectureship during the days in which Brother E. M. Borden
was serving as their minister.
Brother R. N. Hogan, Negro evangelist, from Los
Angeles, -California, preached every night during the
encampment. The attendance began at something over
one. thousand and increased, according to reports of
those in charge, each night till the last meeting on
Sunday night, at which above two thousand people
heard the word. Brother Hogan was full of energy and
his voice in fine condition till the close of the meeting. The colored people were pretty well represented,
but they have no congregation in Fayetteville _at the
present time. There were eighteen baptisms during
the meeting, also four restorations.
The properties for the encamp~ent on Mount Sequoyah belong to the Methodists and it is seldom that
they are used for any other purpose thp,n for their
own conventions and their own meetings. It is said
that by far the best attended meetings in the history
of Sequo,¥ah were those just closed by the churches
of Christ. It was estimated that some fifty and possibly more congregations in Arkansas and adjacent
states were represented in this great meeting.
Arrangements have already been made and contract executed for a similar encampment in July of
1954.
school and church to tElach r eligion. Responses s uch as, "Oh
well, I guess they won't learn anyt~ing that is not good for
them," or "That is such a nice place and so convenient for
us," are indications of indifference to spiritual teaching.
Spiritual training in our daily training classes consist of
giving thanks for our food twice daily, singing songs and
playing games that teach Bible truths, telling and reading
Bible stories. The regular 11 o'clock story hour is very imPl:essive as visual aids such as the flannelboard , etc., hold
th eir undivided intere-s t and they are able to recall much of
their past lessons. In coloring we use pictures of nature
·and Bible characters which we discuss to bring out spiritual
I
lessons.
There are now 25 children 1ietween the · ages of two and
five years enrolled in pre-school training class, and six schoolage children wh,o receive Bible teaching here in the afternoon in our University church building.
So we can see that if we have an average of 20 children
daily to receive Bible teaching we will be giving 120 lessons
during one week; whereas, with no program of this type,
probably none of these children would be here on Sunday. As
it is many of these children come for Sunday morning Bible
classes with their parents who attend preaching service at
the same hour . German parents are not accustomed to taking
their children to church. Most parents think that their twoor three-year-olds are too young to learn Bible teachings.
To establish the truth of God's word in the h earts of these
youngsters before they are 'taught error wil-l- do more to
firmly establish the ch urch than erasing error and establishing truth in our young and older adults.
Remember us in your prayers. We would be glad to hear
from you. Address: Church of Christ, 17 Senkenberg- Anlage,
Frankfurt, Germany.
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Pnul Butterfield, 1003 South 21st Street,
La Cross, Wisconsin, July 11: The meeting
at Nelson, Wisconsin, closed June 26th. No
baptisms, but inter est increased· each night.
It was a pleasure to work with Henry Pipkin, who l a bor s with this church. Brother
o. K. Alexitntler, 2612 Mission Street, Fort city of over 100,000 population and is an Pipkin works in a machine shop in Lake
Worth 9, T exas, July 17: I will be engaged exceptional field for any good m a n who City, Minn esota, for support.
in a gospel meet ing at Doole, Texas, July really wants to work •for our Lord : Sub31-August 9, after whi ch I will b e available stantial support h as been arr a nge d for a
•J . Kearby Bentley, 300 N. Riverside Drive,
for locate d worlc
faithful wide - awake man .
Fort vVorth, T exas, July 13: I closed last
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John Fren(!lt, Little Rock, Arkansas, July
J. D. Taylor, Box 242, ·Gould, Oklahoma
16: Eldred Stephens of Nashville, Tenn es - July 7: The Gould c hurch of Christ ~;>egan
~ee, preached here July 6-15 with six rea Vacation Bible school last week.
Fine
sponses.
Two were baptized, two restored crowds are attending.
Floyd Hoover of
and two placed membersh ip . Our first va- Hedrick, Oklahoma, church; George Wilkins
cation Bible school begins August 10.
of Eldorado, Oklahoma, church; and,. Ray mond Co!lening of Dul<e ch urch all have
George Tlyps, 211 West Grand Avenue, g i ven fine lessons to us.
Jackson , .Tennessee, July 7: Six were · baptized in a joint meeting among the churches
Jno. w . Pigg, Box 38, Gunter, Texas , July
in Jackson and Bemis with E. R. Harper 16: Ten were baptized in the m ee ting which
preaching. Thre.e of these will worship at closed here last night.
Robert D . Bankes
Highland. Recently two were restored.
preached earnestly and forcefully. John A.
Elmore led the singing fervently.
James
w. s. Wiley, 503 E . Huisache·, Kingsville, W. Huggins work e d dilige ntly b efore and
Texas, July 16: Three were baptized here throughout the series. Therefore, the great
last night following the Sler vice. Our build - meeting.
Ing was two - thirds filled for the pra.yer
meeting service. Vl'e are encouraged greatli\"
'\V, Earl 1\Jammr, 24 1 E. Arlight, Monterey
by these things.
Park, California, July 4:
Th e meeting in
Comanche, Oklahoma, resulted in two bap Tfce Elkins, t523 Cuba Avenue, ,Alamo go r- tisms.
Interest and attendance were the
do, New Mexico, July 14: We are back at best in several meetings I have held there.
home again and letters are still going- to When in the Los Angeles area we invite
San Diego right along.
Please note our you to worship with us at 536· N. Poplar
change of address from San Diego, Califor- in Montebello.
nia, to 1523 Cuba Avenue, Alamogordo, New
Lee Starnes, 1238 E. Benn ett, Suringfield
Mexico.
I
4, Missouri, July 8: I hav e time for other
Ross Turne:r:, 512 W. lOth, Casa G rande , meetings after the first of August. I would
Arizona, July 14: A seventh grade t eacher .es pecially like to have some meetings in
and coach is needed at Showlow, Arizona. T exas or Ol<:lahoma . I will be glad to go
Good pay. We would like to get a: Christian a ny place. · If you need a m ee ting, co ntac t
so he could conduct church services.
Th e me a t above address or ca ll me at 6-0782,
church is very young there and needs some- Springfield, Missouri.
one badly. Willing to pay some. H interFrank Trnyler, Box 20 7, Boerne, Texas,
'
ested, answer quickly.
July 12:
A service for m e mb e rs of the
church is conducted at 1:00 P.M. each SunJoiYeplt Sltermnn, 614 Sou.th 6•th Avenue,
day in Chapel No. 4 (Bldg. 6417) at LackYakima, Wash i ngton, July 13 : Last we e k
land Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas .
I preached in Kinsley, Kansas; Akron, ColAlthough I am based at Kelly Air Force.
orado; Rapid City, South Dakota; Billings,
Bas e,. I conduct this service. Parents and
Montana; and Spokane, Washington . Also,
friends of airmen s hould advise them offive of my sermons were broadcast last week
this service.
from r adio station KYAK, Yakima, Was hington.
Ch. (lllaj.) Frnnk Truyler, Box 207, Boerne,
T exas, July 7: Due to my w if e 's illness, I
· lllilton E. Truex, Piggott, Ark., July 13: arrived home from Korea on May 24, 1953.
Saturday even1ng, July 11, 1,953, I b a ptized I am now assigned to Kelly Air Force ;Base,
a man. Sunday evening, July 12th, I hap- San Antonio, a,nd shall remain there .a year.
tized three ladies. I hav e baptized 33 people My wife is in th e ho s pita l, but it is too early
since I last reported to this paper. We are to tell if treatments will h e lp her.
It is
enjoying· our work her e in Piggott.
As a 1kind of the Air Force to station me n earby
rule we are having over thre e hu'ndr e d out in her illn ess . Pray for us.
for Bible study.
We hop e to reac h four
hundred soon.
J.anaes 'V\7 • Huggins, Box 72, Gunter, Texas 1
July 12:' Robert D. Bank es is doing excel l\1. F. JUnnchester, Comanche, T exas, July l ent preaching in a m eeting a.t the College
15: Wilson Wallace, son' of Brother Foy E. · Hi ll ch urc h in Gu~ter.
Five h ave obeye d
Wallace, Jr., closed a very fine meeting with the gospel so far. Vl'e ex pect more. Attendthe c hurc h here last Lord's day even in g. He ance hig·her than in any ·p revious meeting.
is truly an ,o utstanding preacher, and no Yeste rday's contribution was tl1e highest it
church will m a k e a mi s tak e in h avi ng him h as ever b een.
The future l ooks bright
for a m eeting. Two were baptized and the for the wo rk h e r e.
c hurch greatly s tr e ngth e ned.
I will be g in
Cl:nule A. Guilt!, 2701 E. Belknap Street,
a m ee tin..g at ?3eattie July ZO!th.
Fort Worth 11, T exas, July 17 : Th in·e ;yere
E. E. Altizer, Elder, 2233 M a id e n Lane, 23 responses in the m eet ing at 23J;d a nd
S. W., Roanoke , Virginia:
An experienced Grace, Wichita Falls, which c losed July
preach e r is n eed ed by the Roanok e congre- 15-8 baptism s, 13 r esto r at ion s and 2 place d
gation beginning S e ptember 1, 1953.
The membership.
K e nneth Arrington is doing
congregation in Roanok e has approximately a n excell e nt job preaching- for this co ngr e Thi s is a responsive and cordial
60 m e mbers and at present has under con- gation.
struction a new building that will seat 275 group of Christian people. They hav e exto 300. We have approximately 100 in at - tended an invitation to conduct a third
tendance each Lord's day.
Roanok e is a meeting with them in 1956.

night at Lib e rty Hill with seven baptisms
a nd
three restorations.
Brotbe:u Sidney
St ewart of Austin led the songs and did his
part in a ve ry co mm e ndable way. My next
meeting is at Hayd e n, Colorado, to continue
through July 26.
Le..•oy ,nh·ens. Box 734, Gadsden, Alabama,
July 8: One was baptized last night, a lady
aged 84, who had been a Methodist for 72
years.
Our Vacat i on Bib l e School. is now
well under way. We have already enrolled
221. Expect others as the school progresses.
J . B. Cox is assisting w i th the school again
this year . . He does a fine ~ork in this respect.
Wulter P. Bryun, 2600 S. Agnew, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, July 15:
There have
been 14 baptisms and 11 restorations at
Southwest this year.
Ten of those baptized were adults, five were former Baptists and two w e re Catholics. We have had
quite a number to move into our part of
the c ity who have placed membership with
us .
Joe H. lltorrls, 2707 Ky Ave nue, Paducah,
Kentucky, July 13:
With home forces in
the l ead we closed a fine mission meeting
in the Oakdale section of the city last Friday night. Attendance overflowed the tent
every se rvi ce. Three were baptized and one
restored. A good day here at Clements St.
yesterday. 1 begin a meeting at Barlow,
Kentucky, tonight.
our att e ndance defies
th e torrid heat.
Edwar<l J, Crudtlock, 1714 Cass St., Nashville, Tenn essee, July 16:
The Trussville,
Alabama, m ee ting with ID. W. Wade resulted
in five baptisms and two restoratio.ns. The
Fountain Run, Kentud<y, meeting just closed
with 22 public confessions.
The four day
m ee ting in Oil V a lley, Kentucky, Is well attended. I b eg'in July 19 with Burrell Prince
and the Greenwood, Tennessee, church, and
with James Burrow, Peoria, Illinois, August
2.
Jes" Hull, P . 0. Box 401, Paducah, Kentucky, July 13:
After August 15 our new
address will b e 3205 Denton Road in Fort
Worth, Texas, where we will be working
with the Birdville congregation. Our worlt
with Br·oadway lias been • pl easant and we
will b e leaving many good friends here.
Sunday, July 12, five were identified and
one w as baptized here at Broadway. Broadway now h as six e ld e rs and nine deacohs
all worldn g together for the upbuilding of
the cau se o·f Christ.
Winstea<l 0 . Cooper, Nocona, T exas : The
work at Saint Jo co ntinu es a bout as usual.
vVe hav e h a d several members to move from
Saint J o and some to move in. Brother V.
E. Howard was the e vangelist in our recent
meeti'ng·, and certainly ·did a good job. We
had so m e t·estored 'to the church and some
baptized during the m ee ting, and some since
the tnee ting. Last Sunday a man who had
been ont of duty e ighteen y ears was restored, making the e n tire family Christians.
I always look forward to rece iving the
Firm Foundation which is one of our best
paJ?ers for its purpose that I know of.

•

Page Ten
llill Dur1:on, Box 431 , Stonewall, Oklahoma,
July 16:
I closed a meeting at Rattan,
Oklahoma, July 15: Interest and attendance
were good throughout the meeting.
Six
were' baptized. One lady, who had been a
Baptist forty years, gave up that error and
became a · Christian. ·

·.FIRM FOUNDATION
mighty in the scriptures; he was convincing.
Yet, possessed with that meek and
quiet spirit, he was gentle; he was tender
as he opened unto us the scriptures. Brother
Jimmy All e n, Searcy, Arkansas, has been
engaged to work with the church here full
tim e beginning November 1.

'l'illit S. 'l'eddlie, Box 336, Ennis, · Texas,
Dw•~in Jones, Box 14, Cordell, Oklahoma,
July 16:
Two were baptized at Buffalo 'July 13: One baptism at Lone Wolf, OklaTexas. One was formerly a Baptist. Brothe; homa, yesterday. C. Rhodes, evangelist and
Milo Sullivan preaches for the church at 0. Church, singer, will hold our meeting
Buffalo, and is loved and respected by th e July 24th. to August 2nd;
entire commun.ity.
My next meeting will
begin at Clarendon, Texas, August 31.
St. Clair Slatton, Wilburton, Oklahoma,
July 9: I began work with the church here
Paul Southern, 1·1>42 College Drive, Abi- July 5th. We are small in Rumber but we
len e, Texas, July 16: Three were baptized, have some very fine material. The brethone was restored from the Christian church, ren here have a nice building, well lo ca t ed
and one. placed membership during the on E~st Main Street and a minister's home
m eeting at Holliday. Following a meeting 1ontracted for. If I am equal to the tas •
with the Stephenville brethren, which closes before me I ·see no reason why the church
July 26, I shall go to ·Trinidad, Colorado, for ; hould not grow in numbers and in favo
th e first half of August.
with the city of Wilburton. When coming
our way stop and worship · with us. We
Oliver Q.
CnnninglulDl,
406 Chestnut, solicit the prayers of the faithful.
Cookeville, Tennessee, July 13: On July 5
Cecil E. Allen, Box 50, Plains, Texas, July
the Willow Street church of Christ b roke all
records in attendance and contribution. At l5: Our work is still going well. We never
8:45 a.m. worship service, 242 were prese'nt; ceceived any help from any of our sister
at 11:00 a.m. service, 198 were present; total, ~ ongregations concerning our building, but
440.
202 were present at Sunday Bible we believe, with God's h elp, we can accom·
If we don't we will go down
School. Our contribution was $300.55. Re- plish it.
cighting. Th e prospects are looking bette1
joice with us.
all a long.
No baptisms since last report
, Choice L. Drynnt, 165 South 15th 1Street, ':> ut believe there will b e soo n. I wish to
Salem, Oregon, July 14:
There were two J.nnounce a meeting at Covington, T exas,
baptisms during the two weeks I served the from July 31 through August 9 at 8 p.m
Southwest church in Phoen ix, Arizona, as Jach evening. I wi_ll do the preaching thE
visiting evangelist Jun e 21 through July 1. Lord willing. Everyone within driving disThere was one baptism in the Central tance is cordially invited to attend.
church in Salem, Oregon, while I was hom e
J, C. Choate, David Lipscomb College, Box
the - first two Sumdays in July. We began
last night a protracted meeting in Baker, 7.55, Nashville, Tennessee, July 16: I have
Oregon, to contin u e through July 19. I ex- just closed a short meeting at Gladeville,
pect to be in Vancouver, B. C., July 21-31. Tennessee, with o·n e restoration. We are also
having a wonderful Vacation Bible School
at the same congregation. I go next to a
William n:. CunnlagJuun. '801 Reine, Mena, me eting at Red Hill, Mississippi, on July
Arkansas, July 15: After over two years of 19-26, a • tent meeting at Thrasher, Missisfruitful work with the church at Paducah, s ippi, July 27 -Augu st 1, a m eeting at KeTexas, we moved r ecently to Mena Arkan- wanee, Missouri, August 2-12, a meeting
sa.s , to work with the church on 'l2th St. with the church at Sheridan, Wyoming, Au& Maple Avenue. We have a beautiful new gust 16-23, and then to a meeting at Sykes,
buildin g in which to meet, and hope and Tennessee, August 30-September 6. I look
pray for continued progress in the work fo.t'ward to these meetings in preaching the
of the Lord.
Granville Jones of Stinnett, g-o3])el that so uls might b e saved.
Texas, preached i-n our recent meeting. On'e
was baptized.
J. Willard lUorrow, 2203 Azle Avenue, N.
Fort Worth, Texas, July 16: Since a year
Walter W. Leam.ons, Junction, Texas, July
ago last February, it has been my pleasure
15: Th e church at London, Texas, is having
to be in gospel m eetings each week. These
a good meeting this week with baptisms
have been well attended and the results
almost daily. Brother Marshall Davis, min e ncouraging. Will give a report of so m e
ister at Fairgrounds Road church in San
of these recent meetings soon. Th e meetAngelo is doing the preaching. It 'is his
ing at Montague this week is e njoyabl e
fourth meeting there in three years. L ewis
with numbers of gospel preachers and other
Jetton, Jimmie Simmons, and Walter Leamfaithful Christians a n·d nu,mbers of friends
ons, Jr., m e mbers. here at Tenth Street, are
wh,o are not Christians in attenda~ce. Next
alternating in l eading the singing in the
week's meeting is at Blum-July 20-26. I
~eeting.
am now in position to give the Lord's days
L. Reese McDouglllS, Prescott, Arkansas, in meetings. I will be glad to h ear from
July 15: Our meeting with G. K. Wall;ace congregations abo ut holding meetings.
of Florida Christian College, Tampa, Florida, closed Wednesday evening, Jun e 17, with
Louie lU. Wlllte, San Marcos, T exas, June
a soul-stirring, thought-provoking message, 26: I have just returned home from some
"The Great Judgment Day." The m eet ing work in the "harvest field" where I aswas a success in that the wo'rd of God was s isted in two meetings and two vacati.on
preach ed with power. We who were privi - Bible schools. At Leak ey, T exas, we enleged to "sit at the fe et" of Brother G. K . joyed a very fine association with Brother
Wallac e eleven days will not soon forget 0. M. Reynolds who lab ors with the church
the gr eat lessons of faith he tau·ght. It was there. During the mornings we worked with
a great m ee ting b ecause four precious souls their first vacation Bible school and had
answered the gospel calL There were those preaching each evening. Six were baptized
left unsaved that should have yielded them- and one man was restored. Brother Rayselves to the Master's will but this should 1 nolds l e d the singing and did ·a splendid
not be charged to Brother Wallace. He was work in this departiitilnt. At Big Foot, Tex-
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as, we had a delightful association with .
Brother Ivan Wilson, minister, and ttJ.e
church in that vicinity. Although no visible
results were se.e n in additions to the
church, we feel that much and lasting good
was accomplish ed. At Devine, we assisted
with a vacatfon Bible school. This church
had its beginning some ten months ago and
is growing rapidly. A great deal of interest
was manifested and a dally attendance of
ov e r 100 was registered. We were fortunate
in being able to baptize one lady as a result of the Bible school.
Timothy n. Crews, 105 Hardy Avenue,
Corsicana, Texas, July 4: From June 22 to
July 1, Brother Truman S. Spring did the
p.reaching in one of th e best meetings ever
conducted at the North Beaton Street church.
More non-members attended this o.u tdoor effrt than we have ever been able to get to
q_ome.
Four were baptized, one restored
and two placed membership. Others were
stirred 'as never before anQ. people who had
n ever been to one of our services ,came
sveral times and asked questions. We shou.ld
bear fruit for days to come from this effort.
The meeting served as a revival as well as
a gospel effort. I will begin at Bazzette
Sunday for eight days and at Cayuga J1o1ly
16 for · ten days.
U . .R. Forrest, Akron, Michigan, July 13:
The work wHh this fine congregation is
;;-oi ng well. We have rece ntly finished M1
3.n n ex to our buiiding (to take care of our
s-rowing Bible Classes) and conducted a very
ouccessful Vacation Bible School. We have
just about twice as many in· our "Sunday
School" as we have m embers, and as many
perhaps a few more even on Wednesday
. nights than we have members. Our weekly
contributions average more than $3.00. per
m ember. · Fo'ur placed membership with us
yesterday. In all we are very happy in the
work here. We 9rint about 2000 copies of
an eight page ouUetin twice each mon.th
for fr ee distribution, if you would like to
receive this, drop us a line, r equesting it.
Curtis J, Torn<>, Pasadena, T exas, July 6:
I would like ,to report again on the activity
of the church of Christ at Devine, Texas.
Our first Vacation Bible class continued for
two weeks, closing on Jun e 19, 1953. Attendance averaged. well over lOQ per day
and the total registration was over 125.
Our gospel me e ting with Brother H. R. Little of LaPorte , Texas, 'ran for ten days, and
closed July 1, 1953.
The interest of the
m embe rship was high, and many heard the
message and ple-a of the church of Christ
who had no-t heard it before. 'One was
baptized, and all were edified.
New records In contributions and attendance are
being broken almost as soon as they are
set, and this despite the drouth and short
crops. Th e cause of Christ is growing,
.J. Emmett WainwrigiLt. 547 East Walnut
Avenue, El Se'gundo, California, July 13:
Four placed m e mbership with the n e w congregation, 4()16 East Grand, El Segundo. Attendance doubles membership; and quite a
numb e r of fine people· are studying with us
-gradually coming out of various forms of
religious er ror. -Th e offering averages about
four dollar& per member. I am to be· with
the eongregation in Prescott, Arizona (120
North Mt: Vernon Avenue) during September.
The church building Is well located
in the 'Mile High' city which boasts antiasthmatic atmosphere!
The most interesting section of the great southwest; and we
are expecting many visitors from many sections-as well as a grand experience with
the people of that interesting city.
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Tom Walker, 1135 Hollywood, Dallas: Texas, July 13: I closed an interesting meeting at Middleton in Leon County last night.

a little more than doubled.
I was also
guest speaker at Roseburg lately which is
a fast grow in g congregation. They are temporarily out of a full time preacher. Henry
Clarence C. Gobbel, 1157 E. Mabel, Tucson, A. Lynch of Gainesville, Texas, just recently
Arizona, July 13 : Another good day in our preached in a gospel meeting at Cottage
work here yesterday, with one being bap- Grove with one baptism, where Richard Mortized at the morning service.
rison is the regular preacher.

John G. Reese, Box 1037, Clovis, New MexRalph R. Givens, 555-12th St., Yuma, Arizona, July 13: Within the past two weeks ico, July 111: The work here is doing welL
five have been baptized and two restored. There were three baptized and three to place
This makes 22 baptisms this year.
All membership this last week.
ad ults except four.
Irn D. Santlusky, South Park Church, Beaumont, Texas, July 15: I have not reported
L. L. Swinney, 118 Depot St., La Grande,
for several months but our work goes along
Oregon, July 10: We have just closed a 12
in usual shape and while we have had some
day gospel meeting here with Brother J.
summer slump yet it has not completely
Hale Miller of Boise, Idaho, doing the
upset our work.
We began second year
preaching. Two obeyed the gospel and on.e
here July 1st with renewed hope for the
was restored to the church. Brother Miller
future.
In past y~r 88 responded to the
is a fine young gospe l preacher. This town
invitatipn.
Of this number twelve were
has about 9,000 people. We now have nine
baptized.
The remainder of the number
members here. We believe there is a good
were transfers and restorations.
Best at ·
opportunity here. We need a regular preachtendance and offerin,gs in history of the
er here but our means of support is very
church the past year, the treasurer reports.
limited. We have a nice building here and
Bud I r vine held a meeting here in April
it is clear of debt. If possible we would
in which three were baptized, several translike to get help in supporting a good man
ferred. He is to return next year. I held
to · work with us here. We don't have any
a meeting at Jasper the first of April in
e lders here. The men members of the conwhich thr ee were baptized, and then in "J une
gregation besides myself are Brother
Glenn at Bandera. The chu r ch sent me there to
Henry and Brother Davis.
help them and one was baptized in that
effort.
When passing this way, worship
T. R%inald Boley, 2825' Avenue E, Fort with us here at South Park church of Christ.
Worth 5, Texas, July 13:
The Rio Vista, It was good to be with Brother and Sister
Texas, congregation began a gospel meeting Swinney again after many years .
July 10 with Wayne Smith of Dallas doing
the preaching.
The meeting began in a
COLLEY -KE'l'CHERSIDE DEBA.TE
wonderful way.
And he m!lasu_res up to
every need of the people. Brother Marvin
Flnvll L. Colley
Rowland is directing the sing ing in his 1 The ;follow in g propositions are to be distypically good way too . I have been visit - cussed in Dallas, the first week in Decem·
ing these people for a few weeks, and I ber.
f ind them to possess excellent qualities as
Propositloi1 I
Christian workers.
The church has probThe securing of a preacher as
minister
Jems, but they will meet them. The word of a congregation having elders, as generof God will have its effect even against ally practiced among churches of Christ in
hardened hearts.
I antic ipate fruit from Dallas, is s~riptural.
Affirmed by Flavil
the sowing of the seed. I shall continve L. Colley. Denied by W. Car l Ketcherside .
with these brethren for a while after the
Pro110sit.ion II
meeting.
The securing of a preacher as a minister

a
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Lucian M. Farrar, Conway, Arkansas, July
11: Two were baptized here during a recen_t
meeting in which Brother Robert F. Turner
of Prescott, Arizona, did the p.reaching.
Cleon Lyles, Little Rock, Arkansas, July
13:
Fourteen have been baptized, sixteen
placed membership and three were restored
the past two months at Sixth and Izard.
Homer Hailey preached in our spring meeting. He did his usual outstanding work.
, !U. R. Phillips, 3909 N. Retama St., Victoria, Texas, July 15: I have just closed
a fine meeting at the new congregation in
Victoria, Texas, known as the Crestwood
.Avenue congregation. I did the preaching
and Brother 0 . V. Pinson who is associated
with me in the work here directed the si nging. I go next to Lake Victor, Texas, to
be with Brother H. W. McClish and the
good church there in a meeting beginning
July 17th. This will be my . second effort
with these good brethren. From there I go
to Crystal City for a meeting with my good
friend and brother, Edgar Furr, and the
brethren there.
I am looking forward to
.these meetings. with a great deal of anticipation. Pray for us and visit us in Victoria, Texas.

'Vilburn Whittington, Mt. Pleasant, Texas, July 15: Since my last report I have
conducted meetings at Lufkin and Blossom,
both · in Texas, with four baptisms.
Ten
have been added to 1 our working forces here
at home in the last month, and in the last
two weeks more than $700 have been contributed to mission efforts, besides our regular contributions of approximately $100 per
month to work outside of Mt. Pleasant. The
Lord is blessing us and we are growing in
·love ·and unity at the North Jefferson congregat ion.
Our membership now numbers
about 210 and our Bible class attendance is
averaging more than 200·. I begin a meeting at Winfield July 20, and on August 10
I will begin with Jesse Brookshire and the
church in Morton, · Texas.
Brother Brookshire will be with us in a meeting in October.

-'1'0 WHOM IT ltiA.Y CONCERN
of a congregation having_ elders, as generFloy<l Embree. 1203 Merchant, Artesia, ally practiced among the churches of Christ
Two al!d one-half years ago, about eight
New Mexico, July 15: J\}ne 7- 14 I was in in Dallas is contrary to the teaching oi brethren met here in Roc!< Island and esa m eeting with the ch urch in Medford, Ore- the scriptures. Affirmed by W. Carl Ketch- tablished the cause. We r ente d an old store
gon. This congreg·ation is about two years ers id e. Denied by Fiavil I;. Colley.
building in which to meet. At present we
old but has progressed much.
They have
- - - - 0>
---have fifty - two mempers.
Attendance runs
a building which is very nice and will seat
NEW PA.ltiPHLET ON
as high as ninety-eight on Sunday mornabout 350. Their attendance is about 200.
ing.
"THE CROSS OF CHRIST" .
Brother Maurice Tisdel is tpe evangelist
Our attendance has grown until this buildthere and is doing a wonderful work In his
ltl. Norvel Yo1u1g
ing is much too small. The cheapest buildpersonal evangelism campaign of Cottage
This is to announce the, publication of a ing we could r ent that is ' large e nough is
meet in gs.
Two were baptized during the new pamphl et of 34 pages on the theme an old theatre building and they ·want fifty
meeting.
Brother David Allen of Brown- "The Cross of Christ."
John Banister is dollars per wee!' for it.
wood, Texas, preached here · during my ab- serving as co-editor of it.
The following
We have _bought a lot, size fifty-four and
sence. There were two baptized and sev- articles should prove valuable to Christians one -h alf by one hundred a nd seventy-eight,
e ral restored and identified during that and to sinners in learning the way of sal - and have it paid for.
We plan to build
time. Two were baptized July 5. We con- vation. We hope that it will be used widely on this lot.
tinue with a three day a week broadcast on by churches in winning souls _ for Christ.
Our preache~;, Brother Deen, is working
the l ocal station.
"The Cross in Old 'l'estament Prophecy" by five days a week to support his family,
James D. Bales;
"The Necessity of the hope& to build here as soo n as possible.
We wonder if some good brother or conS:un ltledforti. Route 1, Box 456, Creswell, Cross" by K. C. Moser; "Christ's Attitude
Oregon: Grover W. Hollon, from the Pine Toward His Cross" by J. D. Thomas; "Christ gregation would make us a loan of seven
Ridge church, near Ft. Cobb, Oklahoma, is on the Cross by James Willeford; "Preach- thousand ($7,000). If so , we could pay the
the regular minister at the London church, ing the Cross" by Carl Spain; "The Re1ation balance for a building, which will be thirty
s ince June 28. The c hurch is well pleased of the Condit ion s of Salvation to the Cross"; by e ighty in size with three class rooms.
We have no hobbies, no isms, and invite
with his work. With the exception of about "The Paradox of the Cross" by John Baniss ix montl;>s he is the on ly full time preacher ter; "The Offense of the Cross" . by Frank anyone to come or send and investigate.
The Building Committee : (Signed)
'
the London church has had.
The church Pack; "Glorying in the Cross" by Jack
has been organized about 65 years said to Bates; "Remembering the Cross in the
JOE McGOOLDRICK
be th e oldest congregatio n in the state of Lord's Supper" by Melvin Wise: "What the
901-14% St.
Oregon. I · was guest· speaker at the Kieser Cross Means to Me" by Batsell Barrett BaxSILUS DEEN
church at Salem, ·oregon, where Brother ter; "Bearing the Cross" by J. P. Sanders.
11>2a-22nd St.
Richard Berry is the regular minister now.
Copies of this pamphlet may be obtained
LOUIS WHEELER
Brother Berry has been there less than a through the Firm Foundation Publishing
701-2nd St.
I
year and the attendance and membership has House. Cost: 10 cents each.
Rock Island, Illinois.
: .-....:.~
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ltlnrray lUarsltaU, 321 South 1{;th Street,
Frederick, Oklahoma, July 9: At this time
I am in a good meeting at Fieldton, Texas,
near Littlefield.
July 4, Mrs. Lee, widow
of Dr. Lee of Tipton, Oklahoma, was baptized int\) Christ at Frederick.
The Lees
are a prominent family in Southwestern
Oklahoma.
Two so ns are car dealers in
Fredericl< and Wichita Falls, T e'xas. Mrs.
Lee is a former Methodist and is now happy
in the truth.
Friends of hers at Tipton
and other places will rejoice that her years
of study have led her to obey the gospel.
The colored brethren in Frederick are in
a revival through July 17 with Brother A.
Bowdre of Dallas, preaching and Brother
Jesse Davis of Vernon, Texas, leading th e
singing. Brother Davis has been preaching
on Sunday afternoons regularly at Frederick the past few months. He is the regular
preacher at Vernon for the colo r ed brethren. Our summer revival in the City Park
a~ Fr.ederick is· July 26 through August 3
with Foster L. Ramsey of Tipton. I held
a 5- day revival at Ambrose, near Denison
May 25-29. I go to Foster, Oklahoma, August 10-18 for a Jl:leeting. Let us uphold
Christ and his church to a world confused
sp iritually.
Hood Wilkin", 3210 Howard, Fort Worth,
Texas, July 16: One of the best _meetings
in the history of the Oaklawn church c losed
last night. Brother Joe Malon.e,- evangelist
for the West Berry church of this city, did
the preaching and the writer led the singing. Brother Malone began his part of th e
meeting on the 6th.
Counting those on
Lord's day, the 5th, th ere were 18 responses
to the invitation. Seven Were baptiz e d, five
placed members hip, five were restored, 'and
one was restor ed and placed membership.
Brother Malone did excellent work in proc laimin g the truth, fearless ly yet kindly. In
connection with our m eeting we conducted
our firs-t Vacation Bible School. It was a
gr ea t success from every standpoint.
We
enrolled a total of 291, and om' attendance
grew from 219 the first day to 283 the fifth
and last day. Th e remarkable thing about
this is that at the beginning of the school
the Oaklawn church had a membership of

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. Marks A.venne
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ROGER
HAWLEY-Evangelist
Sunday-10:00 A..1tl. and 6:00 P.lll.
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Wednetnlay-7:30 P.M.
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272, and our record attendance in Sunday
morning Bible study was 240. Thus, we not
only bad more in attendance at the Vacation
Bible School than we have ever had on Sunday morning, but we also h a d more than
the total membership of the congregation.
Such a successf ul effort i. the r esult of
careful planning and preparation, hard work
and prayer on the part of the e n tire church,
and the gracious blessing of our heavenly
Fath e r.
T o him be all th e prai se. Sister
Wilkins and I will leave a fter th e evening
service of July 26th for a mis s ion meeting
in Camas, "'ashington. The Oaklawn church
is sending us for this meeting.
We are
grateful for this opportunity, apd W\l r e quest your pray ers to God for us in this
work.
Houston P. Hollis, Metropolis, Illinois,
July 15: Two place d membership with u~
here last Sunday.
Two othe~s have been
baptized since my last report. Th e church
continues to grow in every phase of our
work. During the month of June our average for midweek Bible study was over one
hundred, for the all time high record. The
work continues to be very pleasant and
fruitful.
The chu r ch here is commanding
more respect from the people outside, which
is as it should be every place. I am now
in a me e ting with the Tip Top church, near
Dover, Tenn essee.
My next meeting will
be with th e Dexter, Kentucky, church beginning Septe mber 6. On September 27, I
will begin a meeting in W e t aug, Illinois,
whi ch is n ear Dongola.
Cnto Shee-rer, Ker'e ns, Texas, July 2: Since
our last r epo rt there have b een two restorations and on e baptism and several to
be id ent ifi ed with this congregation.
We
have made several much nee ded improvements, also have built a nd purchased twenty - three ten-foot benches to be used in
outdoor m eet ings. " 'e hav e had two good
m .ee tings, a fine vacation Bible school, and
plan two mor e meetings in th e communit i es
near Ker e ns. The elders have asl<ed me to
preach in these two meetings. In August
I plan to be with the congregation at
Plaeid, T exas. We enjoyed b e ing with thes~
brethren last year. Later we have been
asked to preach for the congregation · at
Bellville. Brother Clifton Crisp o.f Victoria,
T exas, preaches for them. The elders also
hav e plans for a colored mee ting at Kerens
about July 20. We will be assisting the
colored brethren in Corsicana in this effort
s inc e there is no colored congregation here.
We are h a ppy in the work her e and our
pray er i s that our efforts are acceptable
unto God. Brethren, pray for u s.

C . R . Turnbow, Carlsbad, New Mexico,
July 13: Th ere have been o n e hundred and
fiv e additions to the Hillcrest congregation
in Carlsbad, New Mexico in one year.
I
would like to personally commend Brother
Murphy- D. Ph ill ips for th e work done the
past year with u s h ere at Hillcrest. It h as
been my good pleasure to work with him
and tJj) help him when the work was too
heavy for him to do a lso to carry on th e
work when he was away in m ee tings, etc.
A year ago today, he came to work with
us f rom L ouis ian a, wh e re h e -is returning
to wor]L I was young in the work also,
having recently come from the Anti-class
group. It ·has b een a source of encourag ement to work and talk with Brother Phillips. Our thoughts and our experienc es are
very much alike, and we h ave had the sweetest of Christian fellowship in the Lord's
work. The church as a whole in Carlsbad
has enjoyed a spiritual growth and development. He and his family have been an
encouragement to aU the congregation. W e

consider Brother Ph illips one of the strongest preachers of the gosp el and defenders
of th e faith in the Lord's family . Through
his knowledge of the scriptures, his forceable preaching and kindness to a ll, he has
le d many prec iou s souls to the Lamb of God.
During his work with us one hundred and
five hav e b een added to our n-umber and
many others h a v e made 'confession of faults.
We give God the praise and honor.
Earl E . lUcCortl, Corning, Arkansas, July
H: We closed the m ee ting here at my home

congregat ion (old Palatka) the night of the
14th. Six rna ture people ~vere baptized. It
was "' good meeting in ever y way. Marshall
Corner! of Bono, Arkansas, did the preaching in an excellent way. We had the, best
·singing I have ever had charge of here.
It was my fourth meeting in the last fiv~
years. We had good help, and then we had .
one of the best song books in the brotherhood, the Firm Foundation, book, "Iqeal
Hymns." I go to Do r ena, Missouri, to begin
the 20th, then to East Prairie, Missouri,
then to Muncie, Indiana. I have so me tim e
in September and October.
R . v. Ha111llton, Box 107, Hamilton, Texas.
June 16: On last Wednesday, June 10, it
was my sad duty to conduct the funeral
for our beloved brother, Dr. Robert Fowler.
He was 85 years old but remarkably well
preserved for his age. He was one of the
most r emarkable and lovable characters I
have ever been permitted to know.
Dr.
Fowler was a keen conversationalist. His
whole life was dedicated to making people
happy-he lived to serve, and as long as he
was physically able he practiced medicine.
But he -was more tlian just a doctor; be
tried to be a friend to all his patients. The
undertaker, a middle-aged man who was
delivered into this world by Dr. Fowler, and
a lifelong friend of his, said to me before
the funeral,
"Preacher, this is one time
you can say anything you want to about
this man '; I don't think It is possible to
exaggerate about him." Dr. Fowler came
from Arkansas and settled in t his part ot
Texas more than fifty year s ago. He lived
in Thorp Spring and In Hamilton County
nearly all of his adult life. Much of the
strength of the church here is due to his
efforts.
noytl Gillllnntl, Box 2551, Wat'erloo, Iowa,
Ju ne 30:
After moving her,e from Ames,
Iowa, I am n pw set tled and working
with th e faithful church wh'ich has only
sixteen memb ers. Current assembly is held
at the YMCA building, 151 w , Fourth. Morn'ing wors hip is at 11:00 each Sunday.
A
m eet ing house is urgently needed but outside financial help will have to come for
this goal to be reached within the n ext
year. Ther e are on ly four men wage earne-r's in the congreg·at ion. Including childr'(n
the average Lord' s day attendance for the
morning worship during the month of June

was

t'venty-six;

contributions

averaged

$25.67.
Few visitors inv estigate a c hurch
that meets at the YMCA.
The nearest
ch urch of Christ 'is at Oelw ein , forty mil es
east, where Robert Parker now serves as
evange li st. I am suppo rted in this mission
work by ·c hur ches in Tennessee (M urfreesboro,
Rutherford
Cou nty,
Shelbyv ille).
Through arrangeme-nt with A. R. Kepp le of
Kansas City, Missouri, the "'averly Street
church th ere and some Iowa church es also
assist . Jack McElroy of Nashville, Tennessee begins a ten day meeting here July
5.
Following our ad in th e local paper,
twenty-three responses within two days
have come to our new series of free Bible
Correspondence Courses.
Pray that the
church may grow at Waterloo, Iowa.
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y. E. Howard, 1128 Commerce Highway,
Greenville, Texas, .July 11: Rece'n t meetings
in whic)l I have done the preaching include
the Bur\Jeson Street chur ch in Marshall, Texas, wher e Melvin L. Vau ghn is the regular
minister,
"\Ve h a d g·ood in terest, good
c r owd s and seven baptized; a t . Idabe l, Ok lahoma, where Roy Henderson Is th e local
JllVangelist there were five addi ti ons . ( This
was th e first meeting in the new, beautiful
building for th e Idabel c hurch) ; at P lain
Dealing, Louisiana, wh e re Aubrey Miller Is
the regular preach e r , four baptized , an d interest and attendance we r e good. I am now
in a good meeti n g in Bowie, T e xas, where
Pau l Gray Is the regular minister. Next, I
s hall be in Mt. View, Ok la homa, .July 24
through August 2. We sin cere ly a pprec iate
th e . e n courage m e nt o f our effo rts in presenting th e Gospel Hour broadcast, o rigin a tin g over XEG, 1050 kc, in Monterrey,
Mexic o, each Sunday night, 9:30 to 10:00
(C.S.T.) Hundreds of l e tt e r s from li ste ners
In the greater part of North America are
b e in g r eceive d.
ElderH, Church of Chrlst, F urman & Staples Streets, Co rpu s C hristi, T exas , by R. D.
Simmons, July 15:
This . is to a d v ise the
bro th e rho od that " Th e Way of Truth" radio
program o v er KWBU, the 50,000 watt stat ion from Corpu s C hristl, has been discontinu e d for the present.
The radio sta ti o n
has always cooperated with us in every way,
giving .us full freedom of speec h o n all
s ubj ec t s of our c h oos in g, exp os in g the e r ,
r o r s of denominationalism a nd Catho li cis m.
We a r e please d to announce to' th e brotherhood o ur pl'ans of beginning aga in this ea rl y
morning program at 6:3 0. a .m., not l ~ter
than October 1st.
We r ece lYed mall from
a total qf thirty-one different states In
the uni on, plus Old Mexico and Estevan
Sask., Canada. Our average mail cam e fro~
twenty-four states a month.
About forty
percent of the r esponses to t h e p r ogram
were from those who were n ot members '
of the Lord's church. Our main r easo n f or
discontinuin g the program at the present
was a financial one.
'l'h e program costs
~28.00 for each fi f t een-minute period.
Th e
following church es have contr ibu ted in
tim es past t o the s uppor t of thi s program:
Sabinal, Argenta, Raymondville, Woodsboro ,'
Portland , Edna, Bishop, Ingleside, Si nton,
Dilley, Refugio, a nd Furman Avenu e, F lour
Bluff, Hillcrest, Gard endale, a nd Alameda
Pa rk in Corpus Chris t. Since going off the
a ir, tw o other congrega ti ons hav e agreed
to support us when we return to the air;
Ft·eer and Texas C ity . A numb e r of indivi du als have also supported us, and w e
want everyone eve rywh ~re to know we have
appr eciated the interest in us and the program.
In the near f u tu r e we wi ll advise
our brethren a b out our p la n s fo r returning
to the a ir.
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est in ten years. No finer people live anywhere · than thos e in the Cumberland Mo un tains of Leslie County, Kentucky.
Some
prea-cher who may be Interested in ~vorking
ther e shou ld co n tact Hobart Hoskins, Stinnett, Kentucky. The meeting at Hosk i nston
brought back memori es of 1926, wheh, near
the same place I baptized ,forty-four men
and women during an e ight-day meeting
he ld in a little school hous e in the af t er noons.
West Ave nue c hurch in our hom e
town, h as just begun to take ~n a bit of
new life. · A lack of. interest on the pa rt
of some has been a great hindrance in the
past. We are looking fo r a preacher now.
I s in cere ly wish we might co ntact the
r ight man for the chu r c h in Bu rlin g ton,
Iowa.
We n ee d outside financial s uppo rt
for a wh il e. Who will help us? We h ave
a go od building .wit h no debts . When in · o ur
city, worship with us at '\V est Avenue
Chu r c h , b e tw een L eebrick and Garfiel d Sts.
I

Bnsll C. Doran, P. 0. Box 18•6, Ferris, T ex -

as, July 15: June 29th tht·ough July 12th
it was my happy ·privilege to do the preaching in two meetings.
The first was wi th
the North Side c hurch. ,in Mayf ie ld, Kentu cky, my 'ole home town. Thi s co n g r ega ti on h as jus t completed a beaut iful buil din g
wh ich ' is truly a credit to the cause of o ur
Lord. Brother Rollert Will is has done a nd
is now doing a wonderful work with this
cong r egation as its preacher.
Brother W.
L. Harris led the songs in his own fin e way.
Tw o were baptized.
'.I'he second m ee ting
was with the Macedonia congrega·~ l o n a few
mil es west of Mayfield. This is one of the
oldest co n g r ega ti ons in Graves County, a nd
seems to be doing a good work. Brother
Willard Ails is in his third year as the
preacher for this church. W. T. W in n did
a great work in l ead ing th e songs for thi~
meeting. One was baptized. G r eat crowds
atte,nded each of 'these meetings. O ur meeting here begins Sunday, July 19, with Emermerson J. Estes of Memp hi s, T e nn essee, as
preacher. Visit us when passing this way.
Leonard MnllenH, 2426 Alco Avenue, Dallas, T exas , July 3: It h as been ' my privilege

t o ass is t th e Broadway church in Lubb ock
this year in a teachers' t r aining cou r se, as
well as to speak to the combined group of
teachers on the importance of the Bible
School In t eac hing God's word at th e Sk illman Ave nu e church h ere in Dallas. Next
y ear, this sp l endid school will be conducted
h e re at the Edgef iel d church. In addition
to this, I was in a m eet ing with the Midway City church in Oklah oma City whe,re
Ross Dye preaches, with 29 responses to the
invitation. I was also w i th t h e East Side
church in New York City in a m eeti ng in
May, and with the S i xteenth Street church
in Washington, D. C., that same month. Th e
first of J\lne was spent in a meet in g w ith
the c hurc h at Lohn, Texas. Here at h ome ,
s. W. 1lnker, 220r7 Rac in e Av e nue, B ur- I preached a we ek for th e Overton Road
lingt on, Iowa, July 6: I am glad to report church with good interest. Elev e n r espo ndonce more after some years. I had a won - ed. Our work her e at Edgefie ld co ntinues
de r ful meeting with • th e brethren at Hos - to mo,·e along. Anoth e r h ouse and lot that
kinston, Kentucky, rece ntly, with two bap- is close to ou r present property h e re on
tisms. Thi. p lace is better known as "Stin- the bloclt has been purchased and is being
nett S ettlement School."
My father and used for B ible School worlc Plans for an
brother liv
there.
Fath e r will be 96 If addition to our present aud itori um are in
This week, eleven responded
he lives to see March 1, 1 954. He is . in per- · the makng.
fect health . My wife and ' I were i nvited is e:;ccell e nt. This week, eleven responded
to spend n ext sc hool year with t h em th e r e. to the invitation with f iv e baptized; and
Our meeting begins Jul y 26
She would s up e r vise the "hot lunch" pro- s ix restored.
vided fur the st ud ents and of cou rse, 1 to run e ight days , with Brother Athens C.
would do the visit i ng in the commun ity , Pullias of Nashville, Tenn·essee, do i ng thO'
B-rothe r Sam Durrance of th e
and also the pr eac hing. We did not accept preach ing.
th e off e r because my wife thinks s h e cannot · Avalon Heights church in Washington, D .
afford to l eave her comfortable home to go C., will direct the ginging. Th e congregato th e mounta ins of Kentuclty fo r a year. tion is now engaged in lhe s e lec tion of
Pt·obab.ly a younger couple shou ld go. The some more elde rs to serve with the present
A f e w n e w deacons will also b e
attendance during the m eet ing was th e larg- group.
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chosen. At the present t im e, th is co ngre ga tion supports four men, and two of them
e ntire ly, giving th e majority of the support
to the othet· two . In add ition to this, we
also help in other Dlaces as the need co mes
before u s. Yet, we need to m ake mu c h improv ement in ou r s upp o rt of gospel pr eachers and p r eaching In oth e r places. We st ill
hav e not caught the g reat vis ion · that the
Master has p laced before us. Her e in Dallas, the church makes good progr ess . New
congregations begin right alo ng, and n ew
buildings are being erec t ed ·for o ld e r and
bett er estab li shed ch urches. Th e r e is a good
spirit of fellowship amo n g the c hurch es.
.J. F. S mith, 2505 Avenue J Hondo T exas
July 12:
Th e work at H~ndo Is 'ge ttln~
along nicely at th is time. During this year
we h a v e added thr \!e m o r e c lass rooms, have
installed
tile
floors,
a nd
n ew
seating
· throughout. So far .this year we hav e co ndu c t ed a t "ach e r s training co urs e , and a
vacation Bib le school which was well att e nd e d. Brother Harry M. Melton, a n e lder
from the Grove Avenue co ngregation in San
Anton io, has bee n preach in g for u s ove r a
year, during which time we have had one
r estoration, six placed m e mbership a nd sev ell. were bapt iz ed.

Due to my lo n e lln €'ss, afte r my wife p assed
away, I wo uld lik e to get e n'O ugh me e tings
to keep m e busy for a year o r mor e, I
want nothin g for my labou r, just my travel
expense from one !>lace to a n o th e r, and my
keeps while th e r e. 1 wi ll go anywhere, to
w hite o r colo r d congrega tion s. J' ca n give
r efe r enc es. J f so m e congr egatio n s can 'h e lp
me o ut In th is way, I w ill app r eciate it beyond words to express.-0. E. CORRELL,
Kintnundy, IJJ.

Th e c·hurch in Bol ing, ,Texas, has about
150 o pera sty le Yeneer seats that so m e
c hurc h in n eed of seats may h ave if th ey
will come a nd get t h e m . Some of them a r e
in very good co ndition, most are av<;>r age,
a nd so m e few unusabl e. Th ese seat s ca m e
from a th eate r In Newgulf a nd they did
not cost anything e x cept their removal fro m
the b uild ing. A n y o n e interested in them
s h ou ld contact the undersfgned.-W. E.

BRANNER, 1\llnlster, C hurch of ChriHt, Box
524- A:. Rolin~, Texns.

I

·~..q.~.q,.q-.~~~

~

'q:.AHOMA", Healing Oil.
Trade-Mark Registered

Relieves Rheumatism, Arthritis, Burns, ln. sect Bites and Stings of any kind.
Guaranteed to relieve Sinus trouble ond
Hemorrhoids or money ~efunded.
Price $1.00, 6 for $5.00
Money sent with order, we pay postage.
C.O.D., you pay postage.

1

Manufactured by

LOCK & SON
BOX 26 ·

MANGUM, OKLA.

CHURCH

PEWS
from

S-K!
WRITE FOR

Information

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

JOHN W. HEDGE, Representative

Page Fourteen
Ull-GENT APPEAL FROM

FIRM FOUNDATION
HEBnRONVILJ~E

Raymond Cook, Minister
A few weeks ago, I wrote an article to
the Firm Foundation that was published
under the heading, "From the Harvest Field"
i,n which I requested various tracts and
pamphlets be sent me ,bY various and sundry congregat ions.
To date I have received one response!
That is certain ly not encouraging to an ex Catholic who is . trying to convert the Catholics h ere in this community.
A kind s ister in Joshua, Texas, was the
only person who ~esponded to my appeal
to send tracts, and she could send only about
a dozen.
Th e church here Is very small both In
numbers a nd financially, therefore I had
no choice but to ask the aid of all able
congregations to help me in the efforts to
convert some of the hundreds of Catholics
here.
We could use help in many directions;
such as Sunday School books, and I greatly
need a good set of commentaries, which I
cannot afford to buy on the small SUJ?POrt I
receive here.
·
I have been a Christian since December
11, 1952, coming out of Catholicism In which
I trained for the priesthood.
My greatest desire Is to attend some
Christian college, but that is a financial
Impossibility.
I might add that I ·shall gladly go anywhere to lecture on Roman Catholicism. I
can speak with authority on the Catholic
"faith" due to having lived it many years.
We need your help here in Hebbronville.
Please don't l e t us down! Prove that you
are interested in winning souls to Christ.
Wyatt SawYer, Madisonville, Texas, July
16: Eight were baptized and two restored
in our ten day meeting which closed last
night with Frank J. Dunn doing the pre,a ching. Brother Dunn did an excellent work
with us. Brother Gene Sutphen, minister
of the gospel at the North Zulch congregation,• 12 miles from here, has baptized two
in our baptistry recently. That work goes
well. After September &th our address will
be: 4Q-18 Sue Ellen, Houston, Texas.
No
one has been selected to succeed me here yet.
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H. E. Pierce
The lateness of this report indicates to
some extent the great pressure under which
I am working. With every passing month
the load becom s greater. G r eat opportunities show up so that it looks like I just
can't neglect them ana have a clear conscience b efore God . The need for getting
work started among the ad ult whites of
this community before some other religious
workers come here to interfere wei~hs
heavier and heavier on me all the ti';;, e,
but to find time for it has been impossible
so far. If so m ebo dy doesn't come here soon
to h elp us, there must of course come a
breaking point or stopping place for m e.
Our financi a l situation is such that I must
produce as much food at home as possible
as food is our greatest expense. My correspondence is so sadly neglec ted that It
has hurt our support badly. I now have
three African congregations to work with
and the Sunday School for white children.
My ·sunday starts at 5:00 A.M. I have four
m eetings from 7:00 as fast as I can get
from one · to another taking out time only
for lunch. I now h ave 12 me e tings each
week.
Our work in Jun e was highlighted by
the starting of our third A:tJ'ican congregation. It is a little rail siding five and onehalf miles from here around the road. The
Northern Rhodesia Police are building a new
training d epot there. The r e is at least 100
African ha.us es and t en whites besides farmers. Th e J:>uilding program is to continue
for two mor e years . we are the first religious workers on the ground and if we
had help we could quickly build up the
church b efore others come. Three of our
memb ers moved there from here to work in
the building program. We went there to
see about starting services for them and
found four · members of the police band who
are former Namianga and Sinde Mission
boys. They \ and their wives are all members. This made eleven me~bers to start
with.
Two of our bricklaying members
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who went from here h ave taught,. and converted one of their fellow,.. brickla yers. He
was bap.tized on the 28th, making our first
addition to this new work. This congregation is called "The Lilayi ·church of Christ."
The cement works at Chilanga is called
"The Mine" by the Africans s o we are calling that congregation " Th e Mine Church
of Christ." One was baptized there in June.
The African settlement of the Game and
Ts e -tse Control Department is situated in
the m!dst of seven artificial lakes, so we
are calling that congregation, "The Lakes
:Church of Christ."
Three were baptized
there in June making five for the month49 for six months.
We wish to express our · very sincere
thanks for the space being ·allowed for these
reports. Please let us have a place in your
prayer f(lr our work in this wonderful new
field.
P. 0. Box 1016, Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia.
Jujy 9, 1953
Joltn W. Medders, P. 0. Box 31, Carrollton, Georgia, July 13: I have tendered my
r es ignation with the church here effec tive
at any time that I find a good congregation
with which to locate in full time work. I
have done located work for several years.
Also I have done mission work for many
years. I am forty-three years of age, and
have a godly wife,- and· a little son nearly
five years old. I have had much experience
in radio preaching. A good and reliable
recommendation can be furnished by the
brethren here and many other places. My
telephone number is 1990. I desire to make
a change in the near future.
William M. Deuell, .Newp ort, Ohio, •July
11:
We are happy to report that three
more persons have be en added to the fold
by · baptism this past Wednesday evening
midweek service. We had 69 present for
this service which is a peak thus far. Over
75 were present for Blbie study last Sunday
morning.
The brethren here have a will
to work and are doing a fine work in the
name of our Lord.
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COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
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Fred E. Dennis, Circleville, Ohio, I am
in the closing days of the first gospel meeting ever held in Circleville, Ohio, and in
Pickaway County. There was no church in
the county until September, 1952, when
Brother Charles Cochran move d h ere and
got a few together. There are eleven meeting ·now. The meeting is being held in a
tent. A few outsiders have attended, and
brethren have been present from twenty or
more congregations.
Circleville is located
26 _miles south of Columbus and about 20
miles north of Chillicothe.
Circleville is
in the midst of a rich agricultural country.
The population is about nine thousand and
about thirty thousand in the county. Hocking County, adjoining, has about twenty
thousand population and no church. Here
is an area of nine or ten counties, with a
population of multiplied thousands and a
few struggling congregations. A n ew Dupont plant , is under construction here which
will bring additional people into this section.
Brother Cochran is the right m a n
in the right place. He is humbJe and sin. cere. He is not ashamed of the gospel. His
life is above reproach. He has a faithfu'l
Christian companion. Th ey have one baby.
He is being supported by his home congregjl.tion, New Martinsville, West Virginia. A
few other congregations and individuals pay
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his rent. Every dollar above his barest sup- terson of San Antonio, assisted by Brother
port goes into the work of the Lord. The Zennie L. Booker, of Austin, will be the
faithful few here are meeting in an unde- temporary mini;;;ter at New Braunfels, for
sirable place. They are in the process of the time being. Brother Patterson's church
buying two fine lots, well loca ted.
For group from San Antonio were there In large
these they will be in debt to the ex t ent of numbers every night to aid and assist In
about twelve hundred dollars.
There are wha,tever way they could to make the meetfour men in the congregation. Bre.thren of ing a g loriou s s uccess, as well as . some
other congregations are willing to donate from Austin.
labor and help the brethren to get a modest
p lace in which to meet.
They are not
Linwood E. Bishot>, 1029 Broadwater Avewanting a building that will cost $190,000! nue, Billings, Montana, July 9: We began
No, they are not wanting fifty ~housand. our labors here the first week in June. The
If individuals and congregations would help brethren received us royally and have asthem to 1;he extent of eight or ten thousand sisted us in every possible way to get setdollars they · would pitch in and do most of tled in our n ew home and environment.
the work themselves, and within a few Our work has had a very pleasant and enmonths they would have a ·Place in which couraging beginning. During the five weeks
to worship God and invite the unsaved to we have been h e re interes t and attendance
hear the gospel preached.
If you were h ave increased noticeably at all services,
h ere on the ground you would give to the and the contributions . have increased $25 to
utmost to this worthy cause. Every dollar $50 per week. We are now averaging bewliJ be spent right. This wliJ be read by tween 90 and 100 in our Sunday morning
many who could give five or ten dollars worship services, and the contributions avand never miss it. It will be read by others eraged $140.00 during the five weeks. My
who could give a hundred, and by a few perso»al support is being supplied by the
who could give a •thousand. Will we do it? Dimmitt, Texas, chu';.ch, Broadway church
I believe we will. Ask any questions you in Lubbock, Texas, and the Logan Street
care to ask. Go over and view the field church in Denver, Colorado. We are still
and its possibilities. Please do not Jay this shor t about $50 per month. Any church of
appeal aside. Sit down right now and mail Christ or Christian wishing to have fellowthe biggest contribution possible to Charles · sh ip with us in this great mission field may
Cochran, 232'h N. Sicoto St., Circleville, Ohio. co ntact any of the above mentioned church100,000 SOLD
BIBLE BRIEFS
Sister p; N. R ., N ew Braunfels, Texas, es, or you may contact the church h ere in
Billings, 7th Avenue North, & 24th Street,
June 20: 'Brother A. N. Patterson, San Anand
or me, Linwood E. Bishop, 1029 Broadwater,
tonio, T exas, and Brother Z enni e L . Booker
Billings, Montan a. We ·have plans and speSERMON OU'ELINES
of Austin, Texas, conducted a JV.eeting at
c ification s drawn for our new building which
New Braunfels, T exas, from Jun e,. lst 'to the
G. H. P. Showalter and W. M. Da•t.
will be located at lOth and Alderson Streets.
19th.
Brother Ed Cannon acted as song
A New Printing of the Enlarged Edition
We have our lots paid for ($5,500.00) and
Prlcea 50 c_ents; Doo;en, $5.50
leader. The meeting was a grand success will be able to raise between $15,000 and
with 33 predous souls baptized.
When
We have just printed several thousand Brother Booker invaded this area for the $2 0,000 toward the. building by the time w e
copies of "Bible Briefs and Sermon Out- purpose of conducting a meet,ing , the church ge t it to the point where we can occupy it.
We are seeking a Joan to supplement what
lines."
of Christ was unheard of among the colPrinted on the specially thin, opaque pa- ored people. It was indeed gratifying to we have. A new bu!Jding is our primary
need at this time. With God's help we shall
per with clear, bold type; 216 pages, so thin
note the interest that was manifested in
that it may conveniently be carried in the this section. The attendance was good and h ave it. One baptism to date.
vest pocket.
the group seemed to be eager to learn the
Contains Nearly 200 Subject and Sermon
'truth abo.ut the church that Christ author0. c. Lru>Lbert, -1309-9th Avenue, S. E.,
Outlines
ized. Brother Booker is to be commended D e ca tur, Alabama, July 9: Recently during
A comprehensLve view . of the Bible· In Ita for his untiring efforts to make this meet - a meeting at Port Arthur (Groves) Texas,
relation to man as set forth ln a series of ing a grand success, and too much praise Brethre n James Fife, 2927-34th Street, Port
se~rlptural themes by which the Bible be- cannot be given Brother Bill McCown, white Arthur, and Preston Nelson, 2949-13th S t .,
minister, o.f the church of Christ and his Port Arthur, Jed the singing in an excepco mes Its own Interpreter.
"The Bible," "Unity of members for their hearty cooperation and tion a lly fine way. Congregations in need
the Bible," "Composition of financial support.
They have volunteered of a song leader will certainly make no
the Bittle," "Facts About the use of their church building t o the new mistake to secure the services of either of
the Bible," "Helps tor· BIble Reading," "Rules for congregation to hold their weekly meeting them. Besides being fine singers, they are
Bible Study," '·The Dis- at 3 o'clock every Lord's day until a suit,- both wonderfully fine Christian young men.
pensations of Religion," able place can be obtained for a permanent Beginning August 10, I am to deliver lS
"Proper Division of the
church home.
Brother McCown will also lec tures on Catholicism for the church in
Word of God," etc.
Script u r a 1 references teach the mid-week Bible class ·for the new Santa Rosa, California, and one week of
throughout the outlines. disciples in the same r building, all for which lectur es at Haynesville, Louisiana, beginning
A most wonderful book we give God the praise. · Brother A. N. Pat- August 31.
of ser.mons on the fundamentals and on congregational
develoiJment. ·To
these extensive outlines
is
added
the
famous
'"Hedge's Rules of Honorable
Controversy,"
set
fortlt by Dr. Leyi Hedge,
which Rules are generally
accepted and us.e\1 by debaters.
Remember, this Is not only the latest but
the "Enlarged Edition".
Every preacher
should have at least one copy for llls own
personal use.
This book, we believe, has no superior as
a book for study In class work. It is very
peculiarly adap'table as a text for a class
of leaders and prospective preachers. Notwithstanding the high cost of production,
the price · remains the same, that Is 60c per
copy postpaid, or $6.60 per dozen. Why not
send your order today? lt you have never
seen this book, you will be amazed at the
fullness and enormous volume of Ita contents.
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MAJESTIC HYMNAL -- Well Reueived
GREATLY PLEASED, but not surprised we are noting the reaction of
thos~ who have receive~ copies of our first edit~on of "THE MAJESTIC
HYMNAL." Sample , copies called for have been sent, and examined, and
already orders, large and small have reached qur office, Some were so
certain that the book would please them that they placed orders for their
full requirements in advance, to be shipped as s6on as the books were
from the bindery and these orders have already been filled. We appreciate
this confidence, and are glad of course, when we receive a message that
"we are more than pleased" with the book.
You will note that "THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL" is different. It is not just
like the common run of song books. You are entirely correct in th1s ; and
we are. glad that you take notice of it. And we want to add that this is
not at all unintentional on our part. For example you will find quite a
num,ber of songs that are designed and intended to be used for special
occasions, a line of composition for which we have frequent calls, and
which are very much in demand among our singers, specially among
the younger groups in many of the larger congregations, and are of the
very first importance in musical training and song drills, which are
greatly needed to revive the proper interest in. singing in most o-f .t he
churches.

I

'

Boost the song service; practice singing frequently and also have a real
Singing School at frequent intervals. Nothing . will' build up interes.t in
the congregation more than really good, enthusiastic singing; and e~cel
lent singing will do more than any other one elemant in leading souls to
obey the gospel. No matter what song book you are now using, you will
make no mistake if you order a supply of "THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL"
just for a real period of teaching, and drill, and developing an interest in
new and old songs. We can .use an old book too long; also it is a good
thing sometimes to get a new book for some special drills and for use
in the church even if we store the old ones for future use or for supplying
weaker, smaller, or mission groups. Prices: · Full cloth, $1.00; Leatherette,
80 cents.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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National Weekly, World- Wide in Mission, Definite in Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel. Delivered to the Saints Un
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W. M. DAVIS
Finding Fault With God's Ways
When Solomon's · temple was built in Jerusalem, it was
the will of God that the children of Israel should go there
· to worship. But when -tl_J.e kingdom was divided, and Jeroboam ruled over the revolting tribes, he said, "If this people
go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, '
then shall the heart of this people' turn again unto their
L.ord, even unto Rehoboam, king ·of Judah, and they shall
kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. Whereupon the king took counsel , and made two calves of gold,
and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem.: behold thy gods which brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt, and he set the one in Bethel, and the oth·er
put he in Dal)." (1 Kings. 12:28).
Jeroboam , knew h.e was violating the law of Go'd, but to
carry out his ambitions, it was necessary for him to do this.
God's way was for them to go to Jerusalem. Hut Jeroboam
said, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem." The
modern version of this is, "It is too much to go to the place .
of worship every Lord's day." The habitual fault finder does
not hesitate to find fault with the ways of the Lord. When
one says that- yesterday was too warm, and the day before
it was too cold; today it is too wet, but tomorrow it will be
too dry, he is finding fault with the Lord's ways. He usually
becomes a habitual grumbler, finding fault with everything.
When he goes to church, he finds fault with the way the
brethren carry on the services.
Some of these people lived in the days of Ezekiel. The
prophet said to them, "Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is
not equal. Hear now, 0 house of Israel; is not my way equal?
Are not your ways unequal?" (Ezek. 18:25). These critical
characters charged God with their own foolishness.
Naaman found fault with •God's way when he was told to
go and wash seven times in the river Jordan. He thought
the river of Damascus would be much better than the Jordan.
His servant persuaded him to proceed in the Lord's way,
wherein he found healing for his leprosy.
Some people who are very zealous in religion find fault
with the way of the Lord. There is so much confusion about
the plan of salvation, that it has been decided in denominational circles, that the way of every man is right, if he follows it honestly. But when the Bible says that baptism
is a burial, with what consistency can anyone say it is something else? And when the Bible says it is for the remission
of sins, why should anyone say it is for something else?
Hearing and Doing
James says, '~But be ye doer.s of the wor.d , and not hearers ·

only. For if any man be .a hearer of the word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in
a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was~· (Jas.
1:22-24). This requirement does not find its fulfilment in.
faith only. James was just as clear and emphatic in his
teaching on faith only as he was in his teaching. on hearing
only. He said, "Ye see then how that by works a man is
justified, and not by faith only" (Jas. 2: 41). So salvation is
not liy hearing only, and. it is not by faith only; but it is by
hearing, believing and , obeying. Every man must hear the
right thfng, believe the right thing and obey the right thing,
if he would be saved.
·
James says the right thing is the word. Peter says, "And
this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you"
(1 Peter 1:25). The word of rr{an is powerless to save, but
the word of God is able to save the squl (Jas. 1:21 ).
58 4 2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Try Expository Preaching {No. 3)
A. H. U:ennamer
This is an .age in which most every alien sinner hears
far more preaching before being converted than any time
since the beginning of the Restoration Movement. Habits of
church-going are more pronounced now than they were several years ago. Perhaps one of the greatest causes for this
is the regularity of preaching services, the great increase in
the number of available preach ers and churches that are
following a planned schedule of edification. The much teaching that has been done relative to the importance of using
every possible ovportunity to study and learh is also a vital
factor. Not only does the alien sinner hear more gospel than
formerly, the saint also receives an abundance of instruction
in Christian living.
·
. Nevertheless, with all the "church-goip,g" that may characterize this age, there is still a pronounced ignorance of
the Bible. That' there should be planned meetings in which
every type of instruction in Christian living and in the work
of the church should be given is readily accepted. And, except for a few, that regular classes of various kinds, each
imparting instruction in God's word along the line of their
endeavor should be had is also accepted. With all this
systematized teaching, effective as it is, there is one great
field that remains unworked unless this instruction is carried over into the personal consecration of the student.
It now is recognized that a teacher is really effective only
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when he has made the lesson to live in the life of the student. Why is it not the same with preaching? To move someone with oratory, to ·draw an acclaim for its uniqueness is
not the purpose of a seri?on. Perhaps the usual and almost
trite expression, "I enjoyed the sermon" is a universal term
covering all the various effects of the sermon. But, would we
not like a more definite and accurate expressi<;>n as to what
kind of action it moved the hearer to take; some statement of
future purpose, some "decision!
In our periodic call "back to the B}ble" let us never forget what it really means as we reflect on the Dark Ages
when the Bible was bound with a Catholic chain. Ignorance,
superstition, and religious slavery are fostered by a chained
Bible. Let us also remember with renewed appreciation the
sacrifices of Wydiffe and Tyndale in breaking that chain
that we all may have the exalted . privilege to read our own
Bibles. Expository preaching substantiates that call as few
methods can. Even Christian education has not removed the
appalling ignolfB'nce that pervades each congregation. A method
in which the reading of the congregation and the preaching
of the evangQlist is coordinated promotes this call, concretely.
Let me emphasize that reading is not a virtue in itself,
but it is a habit out of wpich virtue grows. Bible reading
is character building, devotion promoting, and faith prod ucing. If pursued with regularity it would revolutionize the
church even. The Bible is God's very own word. Reading it,
tkerefore, is not just a good habit, optional with Christians
to be imposed if they choose. It is an absolute essential part
of the Christian's life, to be v~lued above his necessa;ry food.
It is neglected only at great spi:dtual loss. Most every Christian knows he should be engaged in this regular nurture,
and he doesn't intend to be neglectful, but he is •fso busy"
that he just does not "get around to it." Again, a coordinated
program of reading and preaching would serve as a big inducement to many to accomplish the worthy objective they
have neglected so long.
For many years devotional books have been coming from
the press. They have had short scripture readings and brief
inspirational messages from their authors, all of which was
supposed to furnish the well-balanced meal for the soul for
that day. Their popular acceptance has reflected a desire for ·
such a devotion. Yet, a pulpiot ,guided program would lead .
church-goers into much more truth and the , preacher's sermon would clinch many of those truths so that they become
living messages. The devotional books usually cover a few
verses that especially appeal to the book's author. The Bible
is never covered, and often' the verse considered is not considered con texturally, so that part · of its message is lost.
Expository preaching gives the congregation a n~mber of
advantages. It does not remain in total ignorance of the sermon until the preacher announces his subject. They know
something about it already because they have read the Scriptures covered·. When he states the theme it strikes a responsive cherd in their hearts and revive~ impressions that were
made as they read it. A prepared audience is m<;>re receptive.
Their faith htt.s a real foundation. They are made to see for
themselves that it "comes by hearing, and hearing by · the
"i(I'Ord of Christ."
To guide people. into a knowledge of the truth, directly
from the Bible must leave an unfor.gettabhe impression in
their minds. How different it must be to witnessing a preacher
use his discipline as he administers' the church ordinances!
It is hardly conceivable that the famous motto coined by
Thomas Campbell, "Where the Bible speaks we speak, and
where the Bible is silent, we are silent" could better be adhered to than through the expository procedure in reading
and studying.
One worthy by-product of the expository procedure is the
unity in family worship that it can create. Doubtless all families find it difficult to follow an assigned schedule of de-
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votion. If each is reading the portion of scripture that will
be the basis for the sermons the following Lord's day, their
program of reading is already cut out for them for that week,
and if they really try, they will find a time in which all can
engage in the reading of it together. Not only can the church
as such profit but the truths contained in any book treated
expositorily can also be applied to the family units in their
daily devotions.
This writer is a firm believer that much good can be done
by this method of preaching, even though it is not followed to
the exclusion of the topical method. Give it a genuine trial.
Midland, Texas

Sunday

"T~e Lord'~

Day"

D. N. Barnett
A. D. Wilkinson, in Firm Foundation of January 6, 1953, is
.bold, positive, and sure that his article is the truth. ' He
affirms, "That the Lord's day does not refer to the first day
of the week, but to the dispensation of Christ." Please get
the Firm Foundation and read with my article. . If the Lord's
day is not the first day of the week, then the judgment day
· is not his day in any specific way or manner; for the dispensation refers to the entire age of Christ. Then we can follow
all sects and partake of the emblems any day of the week,
month, or day of the year. Just imitate the Catholics. The
dispensation of Christ has two distinct and specific days-the
;first to his resurrection-the second to the judgment day.
Paul, with his colaborers, waited at Troas seven days to
break bread with the disciples. If the Lord's day is not the
first day of the week for Christians to partake of his supper,
then any day and every day to entertain each other wou1d be
scriptural.
In Revelations 1:10, John was in the Spirit "then" not during
a dispensation of days, but on the Lord's day-a specific,
certain day.
John turned ' when he heard Christ and saw the picture
which he was t6 write. to correct the work and worship of the
seven churches. We have the testimony of the prophets testifying to the importance of .the Lord's day-about the resurfection which purchased redemption. Sad would .have been
:the day had his resurrection failed or it referred to his dispensation. It would have taken the entire age for him to conquer death and bring forth immortality to light through the
gospel. Daniel called Christ Michael, a great prince standing
ifor God's people, ~nd at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one found written in the book; written when they
believed, repented, confes·s ed, and were buried :by baptism
into Christ.
Daniel further said, "And there shall be a time of trouble,
,such as never was since there was a nation ·even to that same
time: and many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt." Daniel did not say all, but many.
Matthew saw Christ raised upon the first day of the week,
and saw the graves opened; and many bodies of the saints
which slept arise and go into the city. Not all, but many.
The reason he did not see the wicked, they went to Tartarus
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to await for the judgment to be punished. The trouble, Christ
was tried, condemned and crucified; the sun turned to darkness and the moon to blood (Matt. 27:52, 53).
. Daniel, with Matthew, saw the great trouble fulfilled, then
the resurrection of Christ on the first day of the week to begin
the Christian age-the day of redemption. This makes it the
greatest day of all days of his dispensation for the living; .
therefore the Lord's day. Joel saw this great trouble fulfilled-the moon turn to blood and darkness cover the earth.
Next, he saw Christ rise from the dead, and thE;l "Great and
terrible day of the Lord come, also, that all who would call
upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered" (Joel 2:28-32).
Thus, we hcrv'e Daniel and Joel testifying, that on the Lord's
day shall be delivered. Who? All that call upon the name
of the Lord shall be delivered.. Where and when delivered?
For .in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance. This
;was fulfilled on the first Pentecost, Sunday, the first day of
the week-the Lord's day.
!sa. 62 :1-3 testifies that God's righteousness would go forth
~n its · brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that
burneth. Acts 2 fulfills the picture to the letter, which fulfills the testimony of the prophets; that this was the great,
crowning day of t he Lord--a notable day-a single, distinct,
specific day from any other dispensation day of the Lord. On
this day Christ was laid as the chief cornerstone and three
thousand living stones added to the building-the church-by
obeying God's righteousness, which went forth day by day
from Jerusalem.
·
And this is the day the Lord hath made (Ps. 118:22-24).
It was made for all Christians to rejoice and be gla(l., from
·the first day until the last day of his dispen:&ation. A .happy
day, when three thousand souls' sins were washed away. A
day when all true Christians will assemble for worship and
observe the Lord's supper, which man has no God-given authority to partake of any c.ther day-the Lord's day-Sunday
-:-the first day of the week. In memory of him who loved
and desired to be remembered. David foresaw Christ raised
to sit upon his throne which was established for all generations in heaven (Ps. 89). This Jesus hath God raised up,
whereof we all are witnesses. TherefoTe being by the right
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath shed forth this which y~
now see and hear (Acts 2:30-33). See what? The apostles were
given power to speak as the Spirit gave them utterance creating an understanding by speaking in tongues that all could
understand, so all could obey and be saved. They saw this
take place on the Lord's day.
·
This is the day that Abraham saw, the day which Christ
called "My Day" (John 8:56-58). Certainly Abraham was
glad and rejoiced to see his seed-Christ-burst the bars of
death and fulfill the promise that God made to him. By
ifaith he saw Christ through Isaac. Isaac was God's only
begotten son by a miracle performed on Sarah and him when
they were past age. Christ was God's only begotten Son
by creation-his only begotten Son by a fleshly birth of a
virgin-his first begotten Son raised from the dead to die no
more. In this he saw Isaac ' as the type and Christ the antitype offered for sin.
Abraham believed the promise made through Isaac, the type
;was to be fulfilled through Christ, the antitype. But God
said, "Abraham take thy son; thine only son, Isaac, whom
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer
him for a burnt offeriz:.g." Abraham could have said, "Father, if I offer my son, I destroy my seed and the promise to
bless my seed, through Christ"; instead when he raised the
;knife to take the life blood of his son, God stayed his :Sand,
furnished the offering, which blood rolled sins forward to
the sacrifice of Christ whose blood would blot out sin.
Then Abraham saw the offering ·of Isaac as the type of the
offering of Christ, the antitype raised from the dead on Pen-
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tecost, the first day of the week, the Lord's day proved by
his res,urrection.
A certam specific day, that • day which God fulfilled his
promise to bless all who were and are baptized into Christ .
On this day Peter preached the death, burial and resurrection
of Christ, and told the Jews they had killed Christ; believing ·
this, they cried for mercy. Peter said, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receiYe the gift of the Holy
Ghost. For the promise (of the gift) is unto you Jews, and
to your children, and to all (Gentiles) that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord qur God shall call (A,cts 2:38, 39). This
is the identical promise made to Abraham.
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made.
He saith not, And to seeds as of many; but as of one, And
to thy seed Christ (Gal. 3:16). All the promises of God are
in Chrhlt (2 Cor. 1:20). All spiritual blessings are in Christ
(Eph. 1:3). The blessings are the fulfillment of the promises.
Then the fulfillment of the promises bestowed the blessings.
Then, when Paul said, "For ye are all the children of God
by faith in Christ . Jesus. For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on: Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is·· neither bond nor free, there is neither
male nor female: For ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And
if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed~ and heirs aecording to the promise (Gal. 3:26-29'). This proves that the
seed of Afiraham, when baptized inte Christ, the promise was
!fulfilled, and they became heirs of all blessings which . are ftl '
Christ: Therefore, when the three thousand were baptized on
Pentecost, they received and inherited· the kingdom, Christ as ·
king, saviour, high priest, mediator, redeemer, the door into
the fold, the salvation in the fold, .the head of the church, the
gospel as the seed of the kingdom, entrance into the kingdom,
church, the one. body, they were new creatures .in Christ, raised
to walk a new life. They received· the. worship, which consisted of teaching, preaching, singing, praying;· also laying
by in store as prospered, and breaking bread in ~emory of our
Saviour's death, burial and resurrection, , and show forth his
death until he comes to receive his bride, cleansed and purified to presented unto the Father; as the great shepherd , that
:knows and cares and watches over his sheep. All these wonderful blessings received when baptized into Christ, on the
first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ, on the first
day of the week-the great and notable day of the Lord. If
our brother's position were true, "That the Lord's day refers
to the dispensation days" we could break bread any day of
the week, month, or any day of the year, or partake of it each
day of the year. In order to forsake the assembling together
on the Lord's day, one would have to forsake each day of his
dispensation days.
Again, ·an the promises of God wer-e in Christ (2 Cor. 1).
All pr.omises were administered by the Spirit, through the
apostles, or as Paul says, "by us." "But God establishes and
anoints us with you in Christ." When? When he sealS! us
Jand gives the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts (2 Car.
1:21, 22). When do we receive the inheritance--the blessings
promised through Abraham? After they believeS. the word
of truth, the gospel of their s.alvation: In whom they trusted
after they believed, they were sealed with the Holy .Spirit of
promise. What was the p1·omise? "Which is the earnest of OMr
inheritance--until the redemption of the purchased ·posseS9ion
-unto the praise of his glory." The promise fulfilledhealed with all blessings 'promised Abraham through Christ
when baptized into Christ, we put on Christ and become the
spiritual seed of Abraham according to the promise (Eph. 1:3,
' 4).
The earnest of the Spirit is the down payment, which are
all blessings in Christ; until the redemption of the pur chased
possessions. Christ purchased the church with his own blood;
from the time of the purchase until he gathers out all that
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offend and do iniquity; then he will present his bride unto
the Father. That means all blessings in this life and e~ernal
life in the next world. Therefore grieve not the Holy Spirit
of God, whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption
(Eph. 4:30).
On Pentecost, the first day of the week, the Lord's day,
the spiritual building was fitly framed together to grow into
.-a holy temple in the Lord for a habitation of God through the
·Spirit (Eph. 2:14-22). God called the seventh day sabbath,
..'My holy day; a:U.d the sabbath a delight, the holy of the
Lord" (Isa. 58:13). He did not mean the Jewish disp·e nsation
days. The Lord's supper was his supper- a di~tinct supper
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from all other suppers. I will build "my church"-not sectarian churches. Then, what did Abraham see when Christ
said, "Abraham saw my day and rejoiced?" He saw the
Lord's day, the first day of the week, the day he sanctified
and set apart as a day of worship. Five times we find expressions as "When the Lord's day come." We know each
expression refers to the judgment, and not to his dispensation
days; but the Lord's day does not refer to the first. day of
the week, but to his dispe.nsation or Christian age, says our
brother. These expressions are pa~allel fn use; specifying a
specific day, on the judgment, the other, the Lord's day, Sunday, the first day of the week.-Ft. Worth, Texas.

Encampment Great Success
Fred W. McClung
fletwe en seventeen and eighteen hundred people thrilled
to the sermon ou instrumental music in worship preached by
R. N. Ho gan of Los. Angeles, California, Sunday night, July
19th, , the last service of the Mt. Sequoyah Church of Christ
Encampment, at Fayetteville, Arkansas. One
of his first sermons
was, "You had better
get ,married for no unmarried person can go
to heaven." The attendance grew. with each
service.
I am sure
Brother Hogan did the
best preaching of his
life during this encampment.
The old-timers
in this section say that
never in the . history of
the church have we
taught and preached to
so many people at any
one time. As director
of the encampment. I'd
Fred McClung
like to say · its success
was due not only to the wonderful preaching and teaching of
E . R. Harper and R. N. Hogan, but to the fine work of the

local elders and deacons, the untiring effor_!s of 0. L. Dailey
as Camp Manager, the cooperation and support of several
.other congregations in this area, the wonderful contributions
of many other preachers, great teachers and councilors. Two
services each day were broadcast over the local radio station .
It seems that. mpst everyone either attended the services or
listened to the radio sermo;ns. The people of this section have
been stirred by the gespel and made church of Christ conscious more thau ever before.
Twenty-seven different preachers delivered forty-eight gospel sermons during this encampment. Brother E. R. Harper
did even better preaching than last summer when we had
sixty baptized and restored.
G. H. P . Showalter, Editor of the Firm Foundation, declared that this was the most complete training program and
best equipped camp that h e had ever seen in the brotherhood.
Twenty-six different classes in Bible, church music, and leadership training were offei·ed each day of the encampment.
About 225 people registered to stay in the camp this first
year. The others stayed at home and attended th e camp.
Eight~en were baptized and three restored. We believe that
1
all the churches in this seCtion will be reaping from the seed
so wn during this encampment for several years.
We have been told by the owners of the camp that we can
make this an annual affair and expect to us e the dates July
10 through the 18th, 1954. Arrange your vacation and make
plans to come with the entire family for the 1954 encampment.
F!iyetteville, Arkansas.

'l'hjs group is only a small portion of the audience that attended the Encampment on l\fount Sequoyh.
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The Pacific Christian
J. Emmett Waimvright
Scripture: "In all things sho""ing thyself an ensample of
good wo1•ks; in thy doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity,
sound speech , that cannot be condemned; that he that is of
the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to
say of u's" (Titus 2:7, 8).
Criticism : The ability to understand and render righteous
judgment is a commendable trait of character. The worthy
critic is a capable judge, and respects tl;le sacred principle
of impartiality. The apostle knew by experience, when the
inspired admonition was recorded, that the saints would be
criticised anyway without making detours with unholy invitations . The spirit of Potiphar's wife did not cease when
~
she perished. The carnal desire of the ambitious to "use or
abuse" has smeared honorable persons in every generation;
and the ugly varmint often rears its whispering head among
the saints nowadays. The experience is a severe test for the
impartial who pity the victims of self-righteousness-thpse
seeking to please minority groups while insulting God (Gal.
1:10) .
Peacemakers: The coming "Prince of Peace" was the
outstanding theme of the ancient prophet, and the angelic
host proclaimed "peace amoJ;J.g those in whom the Lord is
well pleased" when the babe was born (Luke 2: 14). Did
the master Teachel,' unify all the partisan groups among the
religious Jews? Who was at fault because of the failure?
The Christ or the hyper-critics? Paul closely imitated the
Lord when he rebuked the -partibn groups which threatened
the peace and prosperity of the saints in Corinth. The group
which preferred Paul must have felt severely rebuked when
he directed the admonition at ·them: "Was Paul crucified
for you? Were you bapti:oed in the name of Paul?" The other
partisan groups could make the application ! The second Corinthian letter is filled with pathos: Many responded and
exercised discipline; but some rebelled ( 2 Cor. 2: 5-11).
Why did Paul fail to unify the saints? Was it due to his impartiality or the partisan spirit of some? .
Gratitude: Amid the trials and tribulations of life, we
fall short of the glory of God and often use poor judgment,
but the fiery expe~·iences will destroy the dross and purify
the gold-if we permit! At ~he end of fifteen months with
the Central church in Long Beach, where it was necessary
, to deal firmly with demi-digression and · semi-sectarianism,
the elders handed me a letter of commendation for being a
"good minister" who en joyed the "love and confidence of
the congregation." One elder was away, but sent a personal
letter which is qu oted in part: "I want you to know how
much I appreciate your efforts in the work you have earnestly and consistently trie.d to do for the church . . . at
times it was heart-rending for you to carry on . . . dealing
with ambitious persons . . . neve-r theless you proved to be
a better man and a more conscientious Christian in your en. deavor to serve the Lord than many who only pretended ."
The Lord add his blessings!
547 East Walnut Avenue, El Segundo, California.

Second Kings 6: 1-7
George Hickey
Elisha was teaching president of a college. One of his students got into unique trou'b le. Elisha's college had become
too small. The president put on an expansion program. The
individual plan was put into practice. Each boy was assigned
the task of going down to the Jordan to bring back some
planks. Elisha V{ent a long to help. At the Jordan is whe~e
the student got into trouble. All Jewish boys were taught a
trade. One boy had to borrow; an ax. He was able to borrow

the ax but not the skill required to use it. The head of the
ax flew off and 's ank to t!b.e bottom of the Jordan. The student was in serious trouble because the ax was borrowed.
· To borrow placed the Jew und er great obligation. Elisha was
a man of God . He cast in a stick and the iron ax head did
swim. Common reason will not allow you t0 believe this
history. God made the law of gravity. He n-kde the law
change in this miracle. God made the laws of sex. He made:
these laws change when the virgin Mary conceived the Christ.
child. God made sounds. He made Balaam's ass talk. The infidel modernist does not believe these miracles literally haDpened. Believers, "walk by faith, not by sight" ( 2 Cor. 5:7).
Iron Flies
Picture this young man as the head of the ax flies off. ·ae
is left sj:anding holding to the handle. No doubt the ultimatum of every American artist is to -describe America as she
is today. If I would paint a picture of Amerioca it would be
iron flying. Man is holding onto the handle: It seems that
the important thing is to fly. After a visit to America, a
British student. was asked for his impression of the American student. He said: "It seems that he has more interest in
the coke machine and leisure than in the library." In Luke
14, guests . were invited to the feast. They began to make excuses. Every one of these was holding onto the handle. In.
Mark 10:17 the rich young ruler held onto the han~l.le. In
Luke 12 the rich fool made gr.eater barns. He held tightly
to only the handle. We can't divorce ourselves from business,
but we must realize that earthly business is not eternal. Man
may love his work and never look at the clock, but he can't
escape th e calendar. Death and judgment are only a step in
the future. If you are not putting the kingdom of God first
you are holding. onto the handle.
Iron Sinks
Iron sinks right on down in the mud of its ow:n accord.
Man can live and refuse to do good works , but he can't keep
from sinking. If a farmer does nothing, the weeds w ill take1
his farm. The fig tree niust produce fruit (Luke 13:6- 9) .•
Every man must use his talent or sink fnto the mud (Matt.
25:25, 26). If you want to fail in business you don't ha-ve
to curse or rave at your co-workers, just neglect it. Neglect
your home life and it will ·s~nk right to the bottom. You
do:p.'t have to send your children t0 infidel teachers in order
to ruin them, just pour the acid of neglect into their eyes.
The sure road to hell is to do nothing, never start a good
work, never begin doing good.
Iron Swims
Elisha put a stick on the wateJ>. God made the iron swim.
The iron was on the bottom but God made it rise. Thi.s
beauty belongs only to God. He raised the murderers Of
Christ from out of the rp-ud on the day of Pentecost (Acts ·2 :
37-47). John ·was known as the Bon of Thunder. God made
him into the apostle of love. Peter was unstable as water. God
made him a rock. Saul was the persecuter. God made him
rise to unsre akable glories. What makes the difference in
men? God's power makes men different. The blood of Chr.is:t
m~kes men free from sin. "Arise and be baptized and wash
away thy sins calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:
16). Yes, my beloved neighbor, iron did swim. One day your
fleshly body must sink. Is this the final? God resurreeted
Jesus frpm the grave. A Christian sinks in the grave in dishonor but Gbd will raise him in glory. My beloved brethren,
to die in the Lord' is only the sunset for a glorious sunris·e .
My God mad.e iron swim.
"I received your song book, Majestic Hymns, and I think
this is one of the finest books I have ever had th'6 pleasure o·r
looking through, and I have been using song books for a
long time."-J. W. Bragg, Arkansas.
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CUP OF JOY
W.' W. Otey
Every one who loves the truth and the church in its simplicity will rejoice when .news of the gospel is being preached
and the church established any place on earth. And news on
the lack of success or the abandonment of questionable work
and methods gives much joy to lovers of the Lord's work and
method.
M!!ny of our readers have read the book, Living Issues, that
came from the Firm Foundation press last December. I
qu()ted in that book six full pages from. the pamphlet written
by E. W. McMillai), and signed and sent forth by the Union
Avenue elders of the church in Memphis, Tennessee. The
program proposed to establish in f qur cities various kinds of
schools such as sewing, nursoing, community centers, cafeterias,
athletic fields, and similar social enterprises. I gave the program in one chapter of Living Issues. I stated repeatedly in
the ·book that I knew nothing about the whole setup and program except what I read in the literature from Union Avenue
elders. To say that it caused a sensation is to state it mildly.
I could mal(e a books as large as it from the strongest commendations that could be written .
.Just a few days ago I received a letter from Brother Richard
Baggett, and sent it at once to the Gospel Guardian, in order
to p resent the work actually being done in th~ true light. Today
I received a letter almost like that one from Brother Joe
Bryant, who had also just read Living Issues. Those two
letters filled my cup of joy till there issued from my eyes a
flow of tears. Few things in life have ever so deeply moved
me as those letters. I now give a part of Brother Bryant's
letter.
Feb. 17, 1953
Dear Brother Otey:
Yesterday I had the opportunity to read your book, Living
Issues. I would like to say amen to most of what you say.
Personally I appreciate the warnings that we younger men
recei-ve from you who have been preaching the gospel for so
long. Actually Union Avenue has to do with only a portion
of the work being done in Japan, and · it is not the most important work either. We have work going on in Shizuoka-ken,
120 miles southwest of Tokyo, in the Tokyo-Yokahoma area,
and here in Ibaraki-ken which are not connected with Union
Avenue in any way whatsoever: I came over as an evangelist
or preacher, and not as a school teacher in any sense. · I do
teach Bible one day a week to the young Japanese preachers.
But my work is preaching the gospel and establishing strong
true churches. Union Avenue had nothing to do with my corning. The same is true of most of the other missionaries now
in Japan. Actually I had to choose myself, and then beg to
be sent. ~ feel that the church should choose and send out
missionaries, but this is not ·being done. After a fellow decides
that he should go into the world and preach the gospel he
has to beg the church to send him. If a fellow is bashful about
asking he finds it very difficult to be sent. I don't know how
I missed it, but I had never seen- the pamphlet sent out by
-Union Avenue, and quoted by you in the book. I can assure
that none of the fellows would a.gree with such a program
unless it would be Brother Bixler, and he has no fellowship
with the rest of us. All of us would be opposed to such a program as proposed in that pamphlet. My information is that
those connected with the school are not in favor _of giving to
t~ school from their treasury. I have heard some of them
express this fact. I think they have written Union Avenue
tO- ..this · effect. There a-r e around fifty churches in the various
areas where we are working. These churches are the major
work in Japan. Not the school. We are striving to lead these
people to a knowledge of the simple Bible truth, and establish
faithful N ew Testament churches here in Japan. It is a difficult task, but as you say, it can be done only by preaching
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and teaching the scriptures day after day until it sticks in
the minds and hearts of these people. N·either do we believe
in luring these people with worldly pleasures and material
things. We strive to preach in such a way as to c_o nvict these
people of sin and baptize the penitents into Christ. We have
many problems, but we seek for the solution in the word of
God, not in the wisdom of men. This I have always preached.
This I shall a lways preach." (Signed)
JOE BRYANT.
A great number of brethren will be sincerely glad to hear
that no. part of the socialized projects proposed by Brother
McMillan, and advertised so widely by the Union Avenue
church in Memphis, is to be done, except the college. To
this writer it is one of the most gratifying in a long time.
And, the statement of Brother Johnson is of the highest character. It sounds like the words of an experienced student
and writer on New Testament matters. Let the church everywhere contribute liberally to the work of preaching the word
of the Lord in Japan, send more preachers and support them.
Let the school be supported by individual contributions. Peace
and unity will follow, and greater success· in the work. Keep
forever preaching the gpspel, caring for the needy as the
work of the church. Let schools and all human institutions
be under the direction and support of individuals. In all ages
when the church is joined to human institutions apostasy results.
Belle Plaine, Kansas.
SERIOUS THOUGHTS

.
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J. C. Choate
Some of the ' most serious thoughts that can enter a mind
are the thoughts of eternity. Just where will you spend eternity? Each individual mttst ponder over this question. Every
time the Bible is studied this thought is under consideration.
Th~ sermons that are preached are to lost souls and to those
who want to live better. The listener must decide to accept
Christ or to reject Christ (Matt. 11 :28-30; Matt. 6:24).
This life is short and such a fact should be recognized (Jas.
4:13, 14). People are dying every day. Some are young and
others are old. We know not when death may come calling
(Heb. 9:27). Yet, people _live on in a worldly fashion. Sin
is everywhere. Ungodliness walks in the lives of many bringing shame and disgrace. Eternity and salvation of the soul ·
has been forgotten, and the Bible has been rejected by the
world as a whole. Hence, the truth as ever is the world's
greatest need (John 8:32). The gospel needs to be accepted
that souls may be saved from the pits of sin (Rom. 1:16, 17).
Eternity should dwell on the. minds of everyone (Matt. 25 :46).
Serious thoughts will help to cause people to awaken from
a nightmare of sinful living.
Consider a person that is near death. What thoughts come
into such a mind? The answer is plain and simple, the thought
of eternity. The poor soul doesn't have, time to think about
going out and enjoying the pleasures of this world. Neither
does the individual want to go out and drink; curse or gamble,
etc. Well, why? Because life is too short and eternity is near
at hand. The trouble with the majority of the people, eternity
is not thought of soon enough. These things should be made
in such a way that eternity could be a joyous thought.
Sinners should consider heaven and hell. By so doing, it
is believed that more people would opey God. Who wants to
die and go to hell? No one in his right mind. Who wants
to live in heaven? Everyone. Thus, sinners should do more
serious thinking and prepare for the hereafter.
Every Christian should consider eternity every day. If each
Christian would do this, there would be l ess falling away,
and greater se.rvice to God.
Judgment is sure and all will be there (Acts 17:31; Rom.
14:10-12; John 5:28, 29). The righteous shall be saved but
the sinner lost (He b. 9:27; Matt. 25:4 6). The wages of sin
is death (Rom. 6:23). Dear friend, think seriously, where
will you spend eternity?
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M~ Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
Resigning Ourselves to God's Will
Do you find it hard to resign yourself to God's will when
trials come upon you? Continuing our .study of Acts we find
Paul intent on going to Jerusalem, but the Christians at Caesarea tried to persuade him not to go. They were fearful he
would be imprisoned and killed.. Actually he was made a
prisoner and finally died in ~orne, but through this experience· he had an opportunity to preach the gospel to kings
and many others. He told his friends that he was ready "not
only to be bound, but also to die" for the name of the Lord
Jesus. When they saw his faith they said: "The will of the
. Lord be done" (Acts 21:14).
This should be the spirit of each Christian as he bravely
faces thefmknown future. We believe in God. We believe in
Jesus Christ. We have surrendered our lives to him. Our
task is not to worry about the future, not to· fret if circumstances beyond our control bring disappointment and seeming
defeat. Our task is to walk daily by faith doing God's will
to the best of our ability. Then w~ know that all things will
work together for good (Rom. 8:28). Then' we can say ,no
matter what happens, "The will of the Lord be dol'le."

Boroheim Congregation Rejoices
In November and again in January our ."Germany for
Christ" report showed pictures of the building under construction in Bornheim, a Frankfurt suburb. The building was
needed so much that the English ·s peaking congregation made
up of servke personnel and the missionaries contributed
$1,000 to enclose the auditorium only. On May 10 the first
service was held. Brother Fritsche, ou,r young German evangelist, preached the first sermon, using Psalm 137 as his
text, "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain
that b1tild it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman
waketh in vain.~'
In the large assembly room there is no ceiling, wooden
rafters are showing, electric light wires are visible, the floor
is rough cement. At the front, Brethren Bieneck and Wendt
have whitewashed the wall, two plants occupy the corners be'hind the pulpit. The room is cozy and comfortable, although
not finished and there is a good spirit among us. We are so
happy to have our little church building. Work with the
young people has begun and the spirit is first rate. We meet
each Saturday afternoon and night. At our first meeting 20
were present and we had a mighty fine time. We sang some
good old ;hymns and prayed and asked the Lord to direct us
in our work with the church and to bless our efforts with the
young people. We discussed plans for our work. We believe
that singing for those who are bedridden, taking the Lord's
Supper to them and others who are sick, visiting and helping
the needy are the things which we should do. Our motto is
"Helping Others."
Perhaps the words of Brother and Sister Meidinger express
·an of our thoughts as they said, "Tell our dear brethren in
America that we thank them from the bottom of our hearts
for their help which · made this building possible. We promise that we shall pray to God to give us the strength to work
with his blessing for the upbuilding of his cause in this community. We are so thankful that we have our own building
in which to worship, to sing praises to 0-od and to pray for
his guidance. We recognize that without God's . blessing we
would not have this building. We hope that he will bless
us in our endeavor to serve him."

The devil tempts us to think more highly of ourselves than
we ought to think. He tries to get us to tell God just how the
world ought to be run, and particularly just wl1at should happen in our lives. But we do not know what is · bljlst for us.
Health, prosperity, ·power, or popularity which we may desire
may be stumblingblocks to us. God knows best. Let us pray
daiiy as Jesus praJYed in· the garden of Gethsemane: "Not
what I will, but what thou wilt."
In the coming years our task is to yield ourselves to Christ's
way of life. "If we walk in the light, as we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1: 7). When we do this
there is no need to worry about wars or depressions or health
or even death itself. Our task is to obey God in Christ, and
"with Go,d be the rest!"
Do you wish this kind of faith? Do you desire this peace
of mind? Then deny yourself and take up your cross and follow Jesus today. Believe on him as the Son of God, confess
your faith, repent of your sins, and humbly submit to being
buried with him in the likeness of his death and raised in
the likeness of his resurrection. Then walk in his light every
day. Then no matter what happens to you from the outside
you can say, "The will of the Lord be done."

A Great Difference
M. Norvel Young
An Englisoh writer has said: "The early Christians did not
go around saying, 'Look what the world is coming to.' Rather
they went out with great joy and said to all men, 'Look
what has come to the world!'" 'T here is a great difference
between these two attitudes. Yes, the world is in bad shape,
but read th.e second chapter of Romans and you will find
that the world was in an awful condition in Paul's time.
Nearly all thoughtful men agree that man is in a terrible
predicament, but the unique gospel of Jesus Christ offers the
solution to man's problems. Look! See what has . come into
the world, God's revelation of himself in all his power, wis- ·
dom, and love through Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son.
This is indeed glorious news! This is a message which we
can't keep to ourselves, but we must tell everybody about
it. No wonder Christians are_ radiant with joy. They have
found the treasure . all men are seeking. They have seen
what has come into the world in the advent of Jesus Christ
and they are working for the advancement of his kingdom
until he comes again!

Books That Should Be in Every Horne
Commentary on Matthew by H. Leo Boles -'--------- $3.00
Commentary on Luke by J. S. Lamar __ .:_ __________ _ 3.00
Commentary on Luke by H. Leo Boles ------ ------- 3 •.00
Commentary on John by C. E: W. Dorris ------------ 3.00
Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ------------------------- 2.50
The Bible, Book by Book, by J. B. Tidwell, giving Analyses, Outlines and Notes on every book of the
Bible. -- ---- - - - ----- - -- --------- ~---------- 2.50
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars -------- 25.00
Handfuls on Purpose, an immense fund of expository
outlines, select Bible readings, short scripture
studies,, etc., 13 volumes ____________________ _ 30.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISBlNG HOUSE
Box 77
Austin, Texu
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EDITORIAL
"TO THE HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES"

I have received from interested brethren in different localities many letters commending the editorial
in our issue of July 21: "On To Neglected Fields."
After reading several of these, I turned to read again
my .own article. And it was fresh and needful as I reread it. When all .is said on many sul;:>jects perhaps
there is no more seriously needful theme than a consideration of the great need of sending the gospel to
those who ,are without God ~nd without hope. I am
sure that few of our readers realize how many thousand people there are who have never heard the
precious story of Christ's redeeming love. In :Lk. 14 the
writer declares there was once a man who made a great
banquet and "invited many." But those invited thought
too much of other things to accept the invitation.
One had l:>ought a piece of land, another a 'yoke of
oxen, another had married a wife; the Lord does not
enlarge upon his illustration to tell 'what miserable
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excuses the others of the "many" invited guests, advanced. But he did say that the man withdrew the
invitation-"None of those men who were bidden shall
taste of my supper." Then he sent the servants to the
streets and lanes of the city, and finally to highways
and hedges that his house might be full and that so
his provided bbunty might be enjoyed. I am giving to
our readers two of the letters mentioned above. One
of these comes from the far Northeast, the other from
the Midd~e Wes,t.
There are many good brethren who are laid on; the
shelf, who are yet capable of doing much good in
preaching the gospel. Some of these are willing and
even anxious to preach . .I know of many. churches that
are able to support them in the neglected fields. They
are not what they once were physically; but as for
preaching the gospel in homes and in small audiences
they can do as well as they ever could. Why not give
them the small support they would require and send
them to some of the many neglected fields?
'

EL DORADO SPRINGS, MISSOURJ
900 South Grand
Dear Brother Showalter:
1
I read and re-read your article in the July 21st Firm Foundation, and must say amen to every line.
I have spent near unto 4 6 years preaching' the gospel and
most of my life has been spent in the field where there' were
no churches, and the gospel not preached. This was done
without anyone supporting me, yet my wife and I have reared
a family of five children, all Christians. We have not 'laid up
for a rainy day on earth, but the Lord has stayed by our
side, and will _give us a home eternal wh'en we are through
with this life. Our health is good and we are strll working
in weak places, and are willing to keep up the fight. Remember the call, "Men of Israel, help" has to'uched our hearts
and here we are, ready to help the · rest of our life. We will
nevei· beg people to come and get the truth-we are ready
to take it to them. We can't raise corn by putting it in the
crib, but by. putting it in the field. May the Lord bless you
in your good work. Yours in the Lord.-W. T. HINES.

* * *

DANFORTH OHURCH OF CHRIST
Danforth, Maine
De.a r Brother Showalter:
This is to commend whoJeheartedly your editorial in the
July 21st nRmber of the Firm Foundation. To men in the
neglected fields this comes as an odor of a sweet smell for
daily we experience the feeling of a tremendous and untouched
opportunity for God's people that is lying at our very doorstep. Laborers are few indeed! The one hundred preachers
you mentioned could be used in New England alone, each in
virgin territory and none overlapping in such new areas. If
evenly divided, each would be charged with over 10'0,000
souls; yet this is only the far corner of the great Northeast with its !ew scattered congregations of the faithful and
its fewer go!!pel preachers. "Men of Israel, help!" Amen!
Your mention of preachers going into these places even
without "security, and certified assurance that his necessities
would be provided" strikes close to home with us. We did
that when we came to Danforth, and now we are doing the
same as we mo,ve to Caribou, ninety miles north in the north·

east corner of this northeasternmost state in our union . So
far as we can determine, the gospel has never until now been
proclaimed in this whoie area. Even the "Herald of Truth"
program doesn't reach there and few people have ever heard
of the church of Chris-t or its teaching. We go believing that
the needed things will be added unto us, even as before we
did not know from where they would come. Meanwhile, I
am "making tents" until the support is sufficient. (Already
it has started to come from surprising places).
These few details are mentioned neither to brag, beg, nor
to seek sympathy. The reason is simply this: I challenge every
preacher in the body of Christ today who has never done so
to read Mark 16:15 or other such passages and do just what
1 it says in the sincere belief that Christ "will be with you,
even to the end of the world ." Yes, as you !laid, "Paul de- ·
lighted to preach the gospel where Christ had not been
named." Why don't we have more p:reachers who find genuine delight in such today, rather than trying to 'be a "big"
preacher, going to places only for a "bigger" salary, which
place has just lost a "great" man, yet at the same tini.e presents a "great" or the "greatest challenge" (according to
their reports) t]J.at man ever faced. "Men of Israel, help!"
May God bless you.-E. R. DAVIS, JR.
THIRD ANNUAL EUROPEAN BffiLE LECTURESHIP TO
BE HELD AT FRANKFURT, GERMANY, AUGUST 2-9
For the thitd consecutive year a number of the brethren
in Europe are meeting together for Bible study and fellowship and mutual exhortation. These lectures will continue one
week an·d the following men are scheduled to speak: Frank
Worgan, Hindley, Eugland; Roy Palmer, Frankfurt; Hugh
Mingle, Russell Artist, Carl Hecker, Bob Helsten, Donald Earwood, Bill Richardson, Bob Hare, Harry Payne, Gary Adams.
D'on Finto, Dieter Goebel, Ted Nadeau, Owen Aiken, Fred
Casmir, Otis Gatewood, S. F. Timmerman, Dieter Alten, Don_ald . Daugherty, Richard Walker, Loyd Collier. Sister Irene
Johnson will teach a ladies class on how to work with children. Visiting brethren are always welcome. The cause of
Christ is growing in · Europe. Please remember all of us in
your prayers.
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FROM OUR ESTEEMED CLUB WORKERS
Name
State
S. J. Stem -----------------Texas
Malcolm Smith ------------Texas
John O'Dell _______________ Okla.
Clint Lovelady _____________ calif.
Ora Stephens ______________ calif.

No. of Clubs

------------------ 7
------------------ 8
------------------ 6
------------------ 6
5

E. D. Shelton· --------------Texas -----------------E. T. Hale -----------------Texas
Mrs. W. B. Van Dyke _______ Texas -----------------Mrs. R. Gordan -----'-------Texas -----------------J. M. Olive ----~-----------Texas _________________ !_
Monroe Tharp -------------Texas -----------------Mrs. B. ·westmoreland ------Calif. -----------------Mrs. J. M. Chapman --------New Mex. ----~---------Robert B. Farrar -----------Texas -----------------Leonard Owens ------------Okla. -----------------J. D. Lancaster ------------Texas -----------------J. R. Bentley ____ _,__!_______ Texas

------------------

6
6

7
7
7

9

8
6

6
6
8
7
7
8
8
6
7

M. C. Mosley --------------Texas -----------------Morris S. Bills -------------Texas
Mrs. H. W. Banister --------Texas -----------------John Kifer ----------------Texas -----------------M. M. Kellar --------------Texas -----------------T. M. Cummings __________ .:.Oregon ----------------- 7
Reuel Lemmons ------------Texas ___________·_______ 13
A. P. Fuller ---------------Texas ___ _: _______ ________ 6
Byron Cleere --------------Texas __________________ 14
Norvell Young -------------Texas ------------------ 9
D. L. Ragsdale _.____-_ _______ Calif. __________________ 10
We sinceTely thank all for this good work. The greater
the circulation the greater possibilities for saving the lost.
-Editor.

History Of The Church In Munich
James C. Moore, Jr.
My earliest recollection of the church in Munich is a conversation with Lt. Harry Walker of Memphis, Tennessee,
who came to Frankfurt to persuade one of us who were
preaching there to go to Munich to work with the new congregation which he and M-Sgt. Carl McDaniel had established . For. several weeks one of the brethren · drove 325
miles and back to •worship with this little group until Brother
Jack Nadeau could move there permanently. That was a
simple beginning and attracted little attention. The church is
still small and weak in Munich, as compared with ·many of
.our old congregations in this country, but there are now more
than 125 adult persons enthusiastically serving the Lord in
a manner they did not understand five short years ago.
Brethren Norvel Young, Batsell Barrett Baxter and I visited
the office of tlle Oberburgermeister (Lord Mayor) of Munich
with Brother Nadeau in July, 1949, and made arrangements
for a place to work in distributing clothes to the needy and
in teaching the :f)eople. The Mayor gave us, without . any
charge, three rooms in a large old folks home in downtown
Munich, which was to be the center of our work for three
years. The people of Munich were grateful for the physical
help we brought, clothing for thousands and food for many
hundreds, all gifts from our brethren in the United States.
Our office rooms were not large enough to accommodate
the congregation for worship, but we could use them for
children's classes. Sund-ay morning found us in a large room
in the Baptist's building about five blocks from where our
children were studying. At night we used a larger room,
which the owners used earlier for their worship. In those
days we had from 200 to 250 in attendance. A number of
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those who came in those early days form the nucleus of our
two congregations in Munich now. Of course some who did
not understand, -or who came for the food and clothing which
they hoped to receive, have fallen away.
Back in '49 and '50 classes were h-eld in eight different
localitie·s in school buildings and refugee camps. Our brethren
had large, attentive audiences. No one else seemed to care
what happened to many of these people. They were running
from tyranny in the East, huddled together as a result of a
ruinous war which left them with only one hope, that which
the gospel holds {)Ut to those who have nothing of a material
nature left to rely upon.
In '51 the American personnel in the army arranged for
us to have a nice large room in the Art Gallery known as
"Haus der Kunst," for the English services. Since it is the
center of activity for American personnel, it has been easier
to reach our brethren there. They meet twice on Sunday and
the attendance has averaged about 49 for three years now.
This fine little group helps the German brethren and are contributing regula rly for the ·c ons~ruction of the new building.
Three gospel preachers have been developed by the Munich
congregations. Brother Otto Miller. works with Brother Bob
Hare in the Munich-Laim (pronounced Lime) congregation
and Brother Hopfl is now preaching for the downtown group
in the absence of Brother Jack Nadeau, who is in the States
on leave and working in behalf of the Munich church -under
the guidance of the elders of Skillman Avenue of Dallas.
Gottfried Reichel will return from Harding College in September to resume preaching in Laim.
In May of '51 land was purchased at the corner of Mozart
and Herzog Heinrich Strasse in downtown Munich. It required much effort over a period of 18 months to obtain
the permit from the city to erect our building. It was started
in October and the foundation was complete before winter
set in. Now the building is rising and can be completed this
fall if sufficient moriey is given. It was our original intention
when Brother Gatewood visited this country in 19 50 to erect
a smaller building, but since it was possible to get a lot, in
a prominent location downtown and since Munich is such a
great city, it was decided to build large enough to seat 350
people and provide five classrooms, using all the space on
the lot.
In the spring of '52 the Mai-ietta, Ohio congregation sent
$2,000 to buy their lot at the corner of Gotthard Jorg Strasse
in Laim, a suburb of Munich. As you read this, the foundation will be in the •process of being built, the Lord willing.
Enough money has been given to complete the framework and
before that is finished, the brethren in Marietta hope that
additiQnal contributions will be made to make possible the
completion. Brother Gottfried Reichel, who graduated from
Harding College in June, w'ill visit many congregations on
behalf of this work .
It has been a thrilling experience to have had a small part
in the growth and development of the kingdom of the Lord
in Germany. Due to many difficulties, our Munich congregation is now meeting in a temporary barracks. We hope to
have a permanent house of worship in two locations in Munich
before the close of this year. Contribute to this work as you
can. Mail checks to: Elders, Skillman Avenue, Dallas, or
Sixteenth Street, Marietta, Ohio.
SONG BOOKS
Many of our readers desire the muslin or· paper-lined cloth
editions of our two popular song books. We have just bound
a large edition of each of them in this binding:
New Wonderful Songs, muslin binding, in any quantity,
pel' copy -------------------------------65c
New Ideal Hymn Book, muslin binding,
in any quantity, per copy ------------------ 65c
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James w. Huggins, Box 72, Gunter, Texas,
Ju ly 20: Robert Bankes closed a meeting
here on the 15th. T en were baptized and
one confessed wrongs and placed memb er ~hip .
Th e church was greatly edified by
the sound and forceful preaching. John E!"\Villiam 0. Hall, Madill, Oklahoma, July more, of, Sherman, led the singing in a
24: ·I have just concluded a m eeting at highly capable manner. Brother Bankes is
Milburn, Oklahoma, with one baptl m.
minister of the Houston and Broadway congregat ion in Kilgore.
Clturch of Christ, Bloomington, T exas : D.
T. Hamilton, the preacher here, has comTillntan B. Po1•e, Alma, Arkansas, Box 217,
pleted his first year July 1st, during which ' July 20: Since last report, two were baptime there have been twenty - seven baptisms. tized at ffealdton, Oklahoma. Joe Laird is
moving to Healdton this week to take up
A. E. Wickltnm, Coshocton, Ohio, July 17: local work. The Healdton congregation is
Attendance holding up well during vacation one of <1ur stronger congregations. I am
season at the East Main Street church in now near E! Dorado, Arkansas, in a fine
this city. I will begin a meeting in Penns- me et ing. Bill Copeland is leading the singville near Malta, July 27th to continue over ing.
two Lord's days.

FROM THE HARVES.T FIELD
.
Earl K. · Anthony, 4501 Richmond Avenue,
Austin, Texas : Th ere were two more b ap tisms in L eander July 19 . The Lord continues to bless us with growth.
T. J. Ruble, 303 E. 3rd, Belton, Texas,
.July 20: Two baptisms and one restoration
since last report.
Fort Hood is near us.
Write us if we can make any contact for
you.
Roy ?Jurgess, Maysville, Alabama, July 17:
There were five responses in our meeting
with the Simcoe congregation, near Cullman, Alaball!a. They were baptized the same
hour.

Raymond F. Cook, Church of Christ, Hebbronville, Texas: Any good books you may
b e able to send my way would be deeply appreciated, as I have been preaching only
since . last December and. need to study a
great deal.
(If any reader is in position
to h elp this young brother in his Bible study
with good books or tracts, communicate
· Hatton B. Gist, 636 Steves Avenue, San with him direct.-Ed.)
Antonio 10, Texas: Saturday, · July 18, I
baptized a lady. Then on Sunday, July 19,
L. Huglt Ousley, Box 175, Springtown, Tex I baptized a fine man and his wife. When as, July 25: After a lmost three years of
in San Antonio visit the Highland Hills labor 1 with the church of Christ in Dexter,
church at 303 Burkedale Avenue, one block N ew Mex ico, I moved to Springtown, Texas,
off of Goliad Roa'd.
July 1st to work with the church here. So
far it is a very pleasant work and I k n ow
w . H. Driskell, P. 0 . Box 657, Inkster, I am going to enjoy working again in Tex Michigan, July 15: The work at Van Horn as after an absence from the state for al Road is moving along in a fine way. There m os t eleven years.
were five restored last Sunday and one
each the last two Sundays. Our building
D. H. Perkins, 20105 · South Lincoln Street,
committe is busy on our expansion program Denver, Colorado, July 15: Last LorP.'s day
and we hope to be complete by late fall. was another good day for the church at
this address. A young married woman and
J . E . L. Harrio;on, Granger, Texas, July mother was baptized into Christ, and a new
23 ;. I have t e ndered my resignation to th e all time record attend_a nce for regula!' wor church in Granger, Texas, effective on or ship service was present. Bible school at before September 13th and am availab l e for tendance was the highest in some months.
gospel · meet ings or local work. Any con- On last Wednesday night there was another
gregation interested may contact me at P. addition to the local church by transfer.
0 . Box 266 or Phone 108.

Buford Holt, 1621 Mitchell Street, Hum"\Viley w. Johnson (colored), Lubbock, boldt, Tennessee, July 24: We closed a fine ·
Texas, July 8: We closed a great gospel Vacation Bible School Jury 17. The attendmeeting at ,Slaton, Texas. Brother William ance has been good for vacation season.
P. Starnes of P lainview, T exas, did the Two restorations July 19. Much work to
be done every place.
preaching. There were no additions.
Clarence c. Gobbel, 1157 E . Mabel, Tucson, Arizona, July 201: Two more responses
in our work here ye&terday, one identified,
and one confessed faults. Work in growing condition.
A. R. Holton. Central Church of Christ,
Nashville, Tennessee, July 24: Blue Ridge
Camp Meeting, a great inspiration to all,
closed July 24. · Dates next year are August
21-29, 1954.
T . A. Da,·is, 725 South Olive, Stockton,
California, Juty 20: Since last report two
have been baptized and one restored h 1ere
at 209 S. "C" Street in Stockton. When in
th is part of the country, you are invited to
worship with us.
A,. E . Fhtdley, Box 403, Refugio , Texas,
.July 23 : We are in the midst of a good
meeting here. Brother Arden Lawrence of
Premont, Texas, is the speaker and is doing
a good job of · it. A lady from the Baljtist
church was baptized into Christ last night.

W . A . Bra<lfield, Henderson, Tennessee,
July 17: Recently I have preached at Foote
Silas Triplett, 812 Clark, Marlin, Texas, Street in Corinth, Mississippi, Market St.,
July 23: The colored congregation here woul<il in Athens, Alabama, Murray, Kentucky, and
like to locate some seats, about fourteen Conway, Arl<ansas. In the last six weeks
shorts benches ten or eleven feet long, or I have preached one or more tim es in nin e
fifty to seventy-five opera chairs would different states. It is a great world.
adequately seat the building. If you have
such, contact m e.
R. · H. Bru•kes, Jr., 1331 East El eventh,
Shawnee, Oklahoma, July 24: Brother Lyle
Price closed a m ee ting at the East Main
~turrey W. Wilson, Mountain View, Olclahoma, July 23: I am in a good m ee ting at church on June 24. There were eight r eColony, Oklahoma.
The father of several sponses to the invitation. Our meetf ng at
grown children made the confession here Loving, Texas, closed with seven ;baptisms
and was baptiz ed this ;morning.
Brother and on'e placing membership. I am presentV. E. Howard begins a me e ting with us to- ly in a meeting at Willow Springs, T exas.
morrow night to continu e through August 2.
George TiP![Is, 211 West Grand, Jackson,
WiHis G. Jernignn. 1401 Ash Street, Com- Tenn essee, July 18: One was baptized and
merce, Texas , July 24:
The Pecan Gap one was restored and id en tified at Hi gh land
meeting closed last evening with one bap- last Sunday. Recently two others were r e tism . The work in Commerce continues sto red and identified. Last month th e conto prosp e r. Forty-nine have bee n added to tributions averaged more than $•650 per
the congregation during the past year. A Sunday. My n ext m eeting is with the church
large number of famili es here read the in Auburn, Kentucky, August 3-12.
Firm Foundation.
B. E. Bnwco:nt, 926 North C Street, ArkF . A. Bailey, West Fork, Arkansas, Route' a n sas City, Kansas, July 27:
A m a n 86
2, Box 27, July 23: I preached at Winslow years old, his wife, 72, were baptized last
last Lord's day. Interest and attendance were . week . On e was baptized the week before.
good. The Lord willing I will begin a m eet- Our Sunday morning radio program helped
ing at Marianna, Arkansas, August 1; then to lead the elderly couple to Christ. Our
at Greenfield, Tennessee, August 16. After Vacation Bible School begins August 24. We
th is I will have time for meetings in Sep- are expecting a great school. Considerable
te!Dber.
preparation has been made.

/

Sterl A. Watson, West End Church, St.
Louis 14, Missouri, July 17: We had our
record attendance last Sunda,y.
One was
baptized. Contl·ibutions exceed our weekly
budget of $420.00•. Peace, harmony, and co ope ration prevail here. I shall be with the
Highland H e ights church, Lebanon, Tennes see, beginning August 2. G. K. Wallace and
W. Carl Ketcherside will conduct a debate
here beginning October 26th. There will be
five nights of it.
Troy ~I. Cnnnn.ings, 1090 Allen Avenue,
Prineville, Oregon, July 15: Three were bap tized and one was restored in the gospel
meeting in Shallowater, Texas, from June
12-21. During the past eleven months in
Prineville there have been twenty-two baptisms, two from the Christian church, and
one restoration.
Membership has grown
from 23 to 63 . I have time for a gospel
meet next summer in Texas if some church
d esires my services.
T. A. Sclwles, Tioga, Texas, July 23: Brother J. W. Webb of Moore, Oklahoma, closed
a ten-day seri es of meetings las t night at
the Tioga church of Christ with five baptized into Christ. Brother Webb is a sound
·g ospel pr eacher who preaches the truth in
loye, yet do es not compromise. He exposed
with power the errors of denominationalism.
He has consented to return later for. another meeting. Brother J . J. Kays led the
singing. We give God the glory and press
on to greater things in the - kingdom.
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Oliver c. Cunningham, 406 Chestnut,
Freel Custis, Haskell, T exas, June 20·:
Brother
Brother Hu len ' Jackson d id the preaching Cookeville, Tennessee, July 23:
in . our summer meeting which closed last Robert Oz of Ypsilanti, Michigan, has just
Wednesday ni ght . There was one Daptism closed a gospel meting with the Willow
There were
and one reclaimed from the Ch ri stian chu r ch Street chu r ch in Cookeville.
an d several others to confess w r ongs.
I e lev en baptisms. He is a very fine gospel
am to be with the chu r ch at Megargel, T ex- preach er, sound, forceful, kind, c irc umspect,
as, in a m ee t ing July 27th through August and he knows his Bible. On the las t Sunday
of the meeting 226 attended Bib l e Sch oo l,
6th.
265 attende d the 8:45 early morning worship
L . F. 1\Iills, 156 E. Baker St., Batesville, service, 218 the 11 o'clock service for a
Arkansas, July 20:
My meetings so far- total of 483 at both services. These a re a ll
have brought the following results: Hardy, time r ecords at W illow Street.
Arkansas, two confessions of s in; Ash Flat,
Arkansas, three baptized a nd one restored.
lllurrey w. Wilson, Mountain Vi ew, OklaI am n ow conducti n g a mission m ee ting at homa, July 18:
Brother Palme r Wheeler,
Sunnyl a nd, Arkansas.
Next I go to Mt. Memphis, T exas, just closed a fine s inging
Zion, near Newarl,, then to Williford, Ark- schoo l here.
After September 4, Brother
ansas, and Gilt Edge, T ennessee.
Wheeler will be available for oth er singing
sch ools. Regular work with so m e local conJ. P. Williams, Route 11, Box 19 8, For t gregation as singer and ass istant mini ste r
Worth, Texas, July 20: I conclud ed a fine or as loca l minister. Write him if int ermeetin g at Cottonda)e, north of Springtowo, ested. He is a diligent worker in the Mas'l'exas, last evenin g. On e was b ap tize d and ter's v ineyard.
Th e work her e progresses
eleven conf esse d e rror. Brother Foy Low nicely. I begin work with th e church in
of Springtown l ed the so ng service in a Bentonville, Arka nsas, the middle of Au very fine way.
The work h ere at Lake gust.
Worth continu es to be encouraging.
Our
pray e rs are for th e brethren e v erywh er e,
Lutl•er Savage, 809 Merritt Drive, Fort
and that th e church of ou r Lord shall cen- Worth, T ex as, July 18: I had an enjoyable
tinu e to grow in a bountiful way.
work with the church in Magn olia, Arkansas. Th e folk s th ere in th e church are fine
Cecil N. Wright, Box 4046, South Denver people. The church in Magnolla put over
Branch, Denver 9, Colorado, July 20 : Last thirty th o usand dollars into the building
eveni n g the Sherman Street church closed fund while I was working with th e m. They
an excell ent eight -day me eting, with Brother are now in process of buildin g a n ew church
Carl Spain of Houston, T e_x as, doin g th e buildin g that will be a r eal advancement to
preaching a nd Brother Ma rvin Crowe of th e the cause of Christ in Arkansas. W . R.
local congreg a tion directing the singing. Cr aig will t ake my place in th e work with
Both did their work superbly. Thirtee n mad e this good c hurch. I a m now preaching in
public response--five b e ing baptiz ed, four F o rt Worth with the Rosen Heights church.
placing m e mbership (two of whom were also r estor ed), and four others co nf ess in g s ins.
Tlee Elkins, 1 52 3 Cuba Avenue, -Alamo gordo, New Mexico, July 21:
This is to
Hershel L. Dyer, 847 S. 14th, Lincoln, N e- infor m everybody tha t wife and I are at
braska, July 22: It was my pleasure to b e h om e again in Alamogordo, and that I am
associated with th e church in Durant, Okla- regaining my h ealth in a very fine way.
homa, July 12-19. S even p ersons were bap- After s ix months of e nforce d idl en ess, I am
tized durin g this s p ecial effort. Our work happy beyond words to say th at I · shall be
with th e church in Lincoln continues to ready to answer calls or invitations to hold
move f orward. Several h ave b een baptized ,meetings a nywh ere I a m wanted, after S ep la tely. W e a r e s'triving to become entirely tember 1st. If a ny place failed to h ave a
self- s uppo rtin g some time n ext year. Th e meeting thi s seaso n, a nd s till d es ir es to
Broadway ch u rch in Lubbock, T exas, con- hold a meeting, I a m certain that I can do
tinues to h e lp with my su pport. When in the work for you, and w!ll co n s ider it a
the Nebraska cap itol , worship with us on blessing from heaven if you w ill give me
the opportunity.
the qorner of 14th & F .

I ing,

Robert D . Raukes, 810 Hou sto n St., Kilgore, Texas, J uly 20: I c l osed a meeting
with the College Hill chu1·ch in Gunter.
T exas, last week. There we r ~ el even re sponses. Ten were baptized and one confessed wrongs. This was my seco nd meet in g w ith this congregation. I w ill r e turn
in 1954. B r other J a mes Huggins is doin g
a good work as local minister and was an
exce ll ent co-worker during the meeting. It
was a great privilege too, to visit in th e
Home fo r Aged and with Brother John Pi gg
who superintends this fine work. I am now
in a m ee ting with the chu r ch at Tom Bean,
The work her·e at Houston a11d
s. A. Ribble, Wellman, T exas, July 24: Texas.
Our mee tin g, July 12-19, has passed. There Broadway continues to progress.
was one r esponse to the invitations. Th e
Donal<l '\V, Hincls, Manteca, California, Jupreaching was done by B roth er E. E. West
of B r ownfie ld an d it was well don e. At- ly 25 : From June 22 nd through July 3rd,
tendance was fi:Qe.
Brethren, from round we were engaged in a fine series of gospel
a bout a id ed and· e nco uraged by th eir pres- meetings under a· large tent here in Manence and s in g ing. Mrs. Ribble's r ecent ill- teca. Brother A. J. H e ndr ix did an excell ent
n ess and ho spita lizatio n is now hi story, and job of presenting the gospel each ni g ht.
she is seem in gly as well as in y ea r s. Tha nl<s. Large crowds were in attendance as p e ople
for the many words of comfort and the came from m any of the surrounding cities.
prayers that were offered for h er r ecovery. Two la di es w er e baptized during the meetThe Lord h a s graciously spared h er to m e Ing: one from Manteca, a nd one from Tracy.
and my work. The good doctors did th eir One wayward child r eturn ed from the e rror
of her way. As a dir ec t result of this meetshare in a f in e way.

R. L . Roberts, Box 247, D ecatur, Texas,
July 23: One has been baptiz e d and two
r estored since I b egan work with the ch u rch
h e r e. Ju st before I came they h ad a great
meeting with mo re than seventy r espo n ses.
Ninetee n of them were baptisms. B r other
Isb e ll of Lawton , Oklahoma, did the pr eaching. Brother Guy N. Wood, Memphis, T en n essee, will b e w ith us for a m eet in g in
Dece mb e r. We do not expect to double the
membership, attendance , or
contr ibution
over nigh t, but we do hope for a steady
growth.

the husband of one of those baptized
during the meeting, was baptized the Lord's
day following the meeting. Much in terest
was created which will go a long way in
making our September meeting a success.
Brother Don Rudd of Walnut Creek V(ill do
the preaching then. Th e Channel a nd Sta nislaus Streets chu rch of Stockton fu~nish e d
the tent for this meeting and also the loud
speaking system. This fin e -church cooperat~d wonderfully in the m eeti ng.
The La
Lorna Avenue ch urch In Modesto help ed
greatly by supplying us with tracts to dis tribute during the meeting. Thi s fine co ngregatio n is directly r esponsible in g e tting
the work start ed ·here in Manteca, and is
c u rrently s upp ortin g th e preacher who labors h e re. The c hurch is now m eeting in
th e American L egion Hall, 242 E. Yos e mite.
Manteca is loca t ed at the crossroads of the
San Joaquin Valley, where the highways
120 and 88 cross. Attend our services when
passing thnough.

J . Porter Wllltite, '6717 Lyons Avenue,
Houston 20, Texas, July 23: The Lyons and
Majestic congregation has always been miss ionary-mind ed and have done much in miss io n work, but we are now prepared to do
·even mor e in that the e ld ers have secured
the services of Buste r Dobbs, who will help
!'lie in the work h e re. He i s one <Yf our
best young preachers.
He has helped in
two m ee tin gs, a nd proved himself thorougljly. Alone, I have been doing th~ preaching '
in mission meeti»gs for this church, and
hav e another one beginning August 6th at
Sand Flat, near Grand Salin e, where I began
pr eachin g . I just closed at Pittsburg, T ex as, wh ere a good Methodist lady was baptiz ed and a Baptist lady was hindered by
her pr ejudice d husband. Dobbs comes from
Cleveland, Texas, and begins here August 2.

Jack Hardcastle, 2436-27th St., Lubbock,
Texas, Jul y 20: On Jun e 30, the So tilth Park way church in Memphis, Tenn essee, closed
a ten day gospel meeting in which I did
th e preaching and Kenneth Jow ell led the
singing. Fiv e were baptized and one was
r es toPed. L. H. N ew e ll is the preach e r and
J. C. Neal a nd J. M. Bizzell are th e etfi~
cient eld ers of the South Parkway church.
They have the r esp ec t a nd co - operation of
a fa ithful and working memb ership .
At
College Avenue, we h ave just closed the
second Lubboc l;: Singing Norm a l, in which
450 were enrolled from forty- e ight states,
including some from bo t h Florida a nd Cal!fornia .
Thirty - e ig ht different town s a nd
citi es in Texas were r epr esen t ed.
Th ose
who taught in the school were Wilkin Bacon, Paul Epps, Leon Sanderson, Texas Stevens, arid the dir ector, L. 0. Sa nd er so n. We
. a r e hi ghly pleased with the results.
Greer E . Hen<lon, 544 Western Avenue,
Tol edo 9, Ohio:
Last Lord's d ay m arl;:ed
t h e beginning of our work with the West. ern Avenue congregation in Tol edo, Ohio.
There are numbers of people who h ave
moved here fro m s m a ll communiti es who
are m embers of the church. Ma ny of them
are not attending worship. If you w ill sen d
us their ad dr esses , we will do a ll we c a n
to ass ist them in finding the place of m eet in g an d insist o n their attending. During
the month of May I conducted a m eeting
with the ch urch h ere. on Western · Avenue
in which two were baptized into th e body
of Chri st. Th ere were three res tora tions
in the me eting with the Spring Hill cong r egation n ear Somerville, Tennessee. Monday ni ght , August · 3, I am to b egin a meeting with the El m Grove congregation near
Coyington, T enn essee. My son will l ead the
singing.
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0, C. Hartsell, Springhill, Louisiana, July
24:
I . am concluding my work as local
evangelist with the Springhill church on
August 1. I have been with these bre thren for more than three years. They have
be_!ln . cooperative and the work has been
fruitful. Brethren C. D. Crouch, Lee Starnes,
Tildon McFerrin and perhaps, others, preceded me as helpers in this local effort.
The congregation is young. With th e help
of God and a mind to work on our part, I
s ee n o r easo n why we cannot have a stro n g
and very effective congregation in this fast
and rapidly growing little city. We f eel
that we are v e ry fortunate in s ecuring
Brother Robert C. Cool~ who has been l a boring with the church in Hope, Arkansas,
for the past ,tour years. He will join us
on or about August 1st. We are looking
forward to his . coming. Sister Hartsell and
I have our home here in Springhill. Should
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you want to w rite to me about ·work, you tion . Dr. Jack Franks, our r egu lar song
will address me Box 753, Springhill, La. I lead e r, is helping Brother Silas Howell at
shall be availagle for meetings or local Kempn er. Dr. Franks is h e lping in song
work prov iding you have a furnished home l,e ad in g in driving distance of Lampasas.
or apartm en t in which to live . We love We commend him to the congregations in
J esus ; we Jove the souls of m en; we Jove this area. The congregat ion h ere is deterthe church for which he died, and we want mined to teach and preach undenominational Christianity to sects-insisting that
to he busy in his name.
a ll Christians are united just as Jesus prayBill JUcCown, 176 Ohio, N ew Braunfels, ed in John 17. And drop th e human creed
Texas, July 21: Th e m ee ting at Gonzales a nd n ame and obey the go spe l. Some are
closed last Sunday evening with tw9 bap- doing it.
tisms as visible results. C. L. Maxwell, the
J. B. Prid<lY, Route 1, Box 190, Newellton,
loca l minister, at Gonzales, proved to be a
very pleasant co-laborer.
Our work at Louisi ana: The church h ere closed a good
Faust and Castell continu es to show prog - meeting Sunday night, July 19th, in which
One lady was bapr ess and the work of th e West End congre- I did the preaching.
More peopie from the
gation (colored) is moving forward. Th ey tized into · Christ.
hope to be in their building by August 1. denominations attended the meeting than
Inas much as of June 1 this year there was we expected. . Th e s eed was sown a nd we
not a member of the church among the col- feel much good was done amo n g them. This
ored people of this c ity, we rejoice in the is a mission field. The church here n eeds
34 wl;10 are now faithfully serving God. We good tracts to place in the homes, espec ially
hope t o be able soon to broadcast our regu- on the church and baptism. Our attendance
lar morning services over our local station, has more than tripled in the four months
I have be en with the ch urch. Pray for us
KGNB.
that the L ord's cause may grow in this alOF most forgotten fi eld.
URGENT APPE.'\.L ltiADE FOR NA!tiES
CHRISTIANS IN NEWPORT, R. I .

Central YMCA Auditorium

19 S. LA SALLE ST.

•

Bible Classes, 10:00 A. }4,
Worship, ll:OOA.M. and 2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30P.M.
WORSHIP WITH US

.CHICAGO, ]iLL.
I

CHURCH OF CHRIST
UO S. Michigan Ave.-Room 500-A
Sunday-10 an-'. 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
Thursday-7:30P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. MarkiJ Avenue

Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAM N. FRYER-EvangeU..t
ROGER W, HAWLEY-EvangeU•t
Sunduy-10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.
Weduesdny-7:30 P.JU.
Phene:

PResident

4-4736

LISTEN

HERALD OF TRUTH
ABC N'etm'ork 1 : 00 P .M ., Sun.
Sermon: Aug. 2, "Binding The

Hands of Christ."

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Forrest Dunlap ·Public Seating Co.
Rl-359'5

DALLAS

2126 Jack•on

Bill ltlorgau
. In September, 1952, a small group of
Christian servicemen and their families assemb led together in the name of Christ at
the U. S. Naval Station in Newport, R. I.
Through their zeal and dev!lltion in the abse nce of a local congregation with which
to worship was the inspiration which has
developed into a growing congregation.
With the help of several congregations and
individuals, B ill Morgan was sec ure d for
full time work on May lOth.
The 'work in Newport is growing. You
can h e lp by sending the names and a<l dresses of friends or relatives who m ay or
may not be Christians. Many are hearing
the pure gospel of Ch ri s t because they do
not like th e way the d eno minations in th e
northeast conduct their services. Th ese d e nominations are also cold and ·u nfriendly.
ViTrite to the Church of Christ, Box 445,
Newport, R . I.
The average attendance has grown stead ily f r·om March through Jun e. The worlc
here is n ew and th eli'e are many sincere
Christians wh t> came to Newport . without
even looking for .us, just because someone
had told them th ere was not a church of
Christ in N ewport.

F. B . Shepherd, 1732 Keeaumoku , Honolulu, • T. H., July 23: We had the largest
audienc e in many months last Lord's day .
A numb e r of newcome rs formally id entif ied
themselves with the co n gregation and on e
young mother was baptized into Christ, thus
uniting th e family in the church. Visitors
and those being transferred for service in
the islands will have no trouble finding the
place of worship.
From Downtown , take
the Punahou- University bus and get off at
Wilder and Keeaumolcu. We are one a n d
one - half blocks Mauka of Wilder.
Hours
of worship· the same as on fhe · Mainland.
Seven· o'colck on Lord's day even ings. Our
br ethren passing through to a nd from wo rk
in foreign lands should call us.
Phones
6- 7952, or 999099, or 486102.

Chester ;Estes, Sh effield, Alabama, 'July
16: I will do the preaching in a m ee ting
at Zion's Rest, near Boonev ill e, Missis s ippi,
beginning July 26th. Charles Estes w ill direc t the singing. I w ill be wi th the Th eo
church, near Corinth, Mississippi, b eginning
August 9th. Cha rl es Estes wi ll pr each in
a meeting beginnin g August 2nd and con tinuing through the 9th with the Pleasant
Site
church,
near
Cherokee,
Alabama.
Charl es and Edward, our twins, will be in
David Lipscomb College this fal l. The work
at Highland Park progresses. The contriA. H . Bryunt, 1445 Nogales, D e l Paso bution was exactly $70 0 July 5th. Highland
Heights, California, July 16: It was· our Park is in th e famous Muscle Shoals City,
good pleasure to baptize six fine young peo - a nd is the only church in the Tri-Ci ties area
ple into their Lord on yesterday evening at lo cated on the new super highway now unour regula r midweek B ibl e study.
Five der construction, from Nashville to Mobile.
girls and one boy , a ll of tender age, decided
Seth E. Rehkov, 235 Okanogan Avenue,
to obey their Lord and be baptized for th a
remisison of sins. Others are expected to Wenatchee, Was hington, July 21: Th e work
fo llow soon.
We . feel we have occasion here continues to grow in interest and atto rejoice. We are so thankful, and grateful tendance. Our Lord's day morning worship
for the power of the word of God to con - att endance averaged 362 for the m o nth of
vict and to convert the souls of m en . Work June. Our Vacation Bible School att endance
on the West coats t has been hindered, and average for the two weeks in June was 216
retarded some b ecause of a l ack of under- - a new record.
Two more baptisms last
standing among the leaders, but consider - Lord's day making a total of 73 additions
able growth · is being made a t this time and since the first of the year.
Our Bible
breth r en are happy.
School attendance is ave r aging about 200·.
We thanlc God and take courag e. The outBen West, L a mpasa,s, Texas, July 20: Yes - look for a definite inc r ease in the L ord's
terday was a one day r evival in the midst work is much brighter with new evange of summer at th e First Street Church of lists lo cating in the Co lumbia Basin. Broth- ·
Chri s t.
One mother was baptized and a er Roy Hooper at Othello, Washington,
mother and d a u gh ter id entifi ed with two Brother Dwyatt Gant at Ephrata, Washillg- others transferring to us from Houston . ton; Broth er G. 0. Golphenee a t Quincy,
Large c r owds are sustained during th e s um- Washington; and B roth er Ed luJand of Wym e r . The Wednesday night service is over omi.ng coming to Moses Lake, Washington,
two hundred desrJite 1'1\any away on vaca- in August.
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Connie 'Vyntt, 4115 Coplin, Detroit 15,
!Michigan, July 22: The work is moving
long· well at East Side Central. We had
a very fine meeling in June with James
. Nichols of Ab il ene, Texas, doing th e
reaching. The visible results were 84 responses, 27 baptisms and 57 restorations.
hat brought the total , for the first six
months of this year to 50 baptisms and 81
restorations. "\Vhen visiting in Detroit wor ship with the East Side Central congregation located at 1511 Van Dyke at St. Pau l.
J . Eddie Weems, 1903 North 7th Street,
Temple, Texas : I preached in a meeting at
Salado from July 5 to July 12. Bob Kraner,
of Lampasas, a senior at A.C.C., and a member of the A Capella Chorus, led fhe sing ing very eff iciently. I preached at Palmer
July 13 - 19. Keneth Free, song l eader at
Ennis, capably d irected the singing. V'layne
Sullivan, whom I met at Pepperdine College, is th e popular, hard-working pr eacher
at Palmer. I baptized two at Salado a nd
r esto r ed one at Palmer. After three mor e
meetings, the Lord willing I shall resume
my worl;: at Smithville.
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stored were from th e so called "Church of
Christ" (Christian) located on the corner
of this block here in Lordsburg. The whole
church, though somewhat apathetic at the
begi·nning, was e nthu sed as I have never
seen them before. vVe are continuing th .?.
work with the Spanish - speaking peop l e b y
haYing Brother Lujan preach for us each
Sunday night. · Brother Lujan is the minis·
ter for the Spanish - speaking church in Las
Cruces. Brother Chas. Garner of San Benito · preached for us last Sunday..
H~
preached in English at e l even and· in Spanish at the evening se rvice.
His sermons
were well received by the church. While
I am enco ura ged by the fa'ct that we have
baptized,. five this year against only f.our
in the two years previous, yet I hav e not
changed my plan~;; as announced at the first
of the year to g ive up this work at th e
beginning of · 1954.
,Jimmy Jh•itlen, Sheff ield, Texas, .Jul y 21 :
Th e Pecos River Encampment closed Sunday. More people attended this year than
ever before, with 786 r eg istering. Of this
number 357 were able to stay on the ground.
Reuben Stanley of San Angelo, Texas, did
the preaching and Holland Booring, Jr., of
Dallas, Texas, directe d the s in g ing.
Ten
Bib le classes and three sing in g classes wer e
taugh t each day for eve ry age. It was cer tainly a joy to see the influ ence that God' s
word has on people w h en it is taught and
lived .
Tw enty -one
were baptized
into
Christ and twenty-one confessed faults de1
si rin g the prayers of the' ch urch. The infl u ence that this meeting h ad on both old
and yo ung can only b e m easur ed in etern ity. S ev eral families who attended plan to
int er est their h ome co n g r egations in s t a rting s imil ar meetings.

c. L . iUaxwell, Gonzales, T exas: Th e Gon zales congregation has ju st closed a ve r y
good m eet in g with Brother Bill McCown of
New Braunfels uoing the preach i ng. T wo
were added by baptism and the prospects
a re exce ll e nt for m o r e t o be added as a
result of th e seed be ing sown by the visiting minister. B r othe r McCown is a strong,
forceful gospel preacher. Attendance was
v e ry good throughout t he meeting.
7:00
A .M. S'erv ices were attended in a su rpri s ing
way. Recently I closed a good meeting at
Waelder.
This co n.gTegation is s mall but
worthy. If some congregation co uld give
these brethren some h e lp very lik e ly a good
congregation co uld be firmly established
T homns J. 'Vn~ner, 213 Th omas T errace,
and souls saved. Th ey n eed a preacher since L e banon, Tennessee, July 22:
Last Lord' s
Brother W. A . Massey has g iv en up th e day ended my labo rs with the College Street
work ther e.
Church h e r e in Lebanon. Th !lr e were e ig ht
baptisms a nd one r esto r a tio n.
We h ave
Arley E. llloore, 1208 Grant Street, Oregon spent five year s a nd seven month s very
City, Oregon, July 15: W e made a s tr enuou s pleasantly with thi s good church a nd we
effort to stay on the Asto ria field and build regret to leave our many friends. We h ave
the church. But sickn ess and hospital bllls, h ad a daily radl o p rogra m on the L ebanon
with littl e f inanci a l support from the out- station for almost four years.
Our own
side, no inco me from the church locally and building has bee n e nl arge d and another
b e ing unabl e to sufficiently supplement in- congregation of abo ut 250 memb ers has decome by secular work, it became necessary v e lope d in L e b ano n and they hav e a s ple n to discontinue that work. W e accepted the did building th at will seat a b o ut 500. After
second invitation from the church h e r e t o preaching in three meetings in Wilson and
work with it. w e ' be ga n this work Jun e Warren Cou nti es in Tennessee we co mm en ce
1. There are some fine Christians h e r e and r egul ar labor with Russe ll Str ee t church in
we look forward to a pl easa nt and profita- Nashville Sep t ember 1. B roth er James Ken bl e work. One was baptized a week ago ney of Oklahoma City has been chosen to
Sunda:f. If yo u pfan to mov e to tjle !':forth- succeed me in the work of the mini str y
w es t, why not m a ke Oregon City y,our h ere.
c hoic e? If you know of the presence of
m emb ers of the ch urch in this area, p l ease
Harris J. Dnrk, July 21 : On July 14t;h I
send me their n a m es a n d addresses.
concluded a ten day meeting with the con gregation at 601 Cameron Avenue, Colonial
'1'.
Croom, Box 957, L ordsburg, New H e ights, Petersburg, Virginia.
This conM ex ico, July 22: On July 2nd Brother Mack gregation was started about si x years ago
Kercheville closed a two weeks m eeting by a handful of servicemen stationed nearby
here that i s the best that we hav e had sin ce and a few local people who had been driYI came to L o rd sbu rg. He was ab ly assisted ing to a neighbori~g town to worsh ip. Mark
by Brother Walter . Daugherty, who direct - N. Hicl<s from western Texas is the local
€d the si n ging. Both preach ing and sing- preacher supported mainly by congregatio n R
ing was in Spanis'h.
The church attended in his native state. Three other men with
well even though they could not understand their famil ies, seeking first the kingdom
Spanish. They soon l earn ed that they could of God, have moved from west Texas to
s ing Span ish and some found they co uld Petersburg to help build up the church at
understand much of th e sermons.
Ther e that place.
One is a building contractor,
' were two baptized and five r esto r ed to the one an automobile salesman and one is an
fe llowsh ip of the churc h .
Since none of electrician. '):his has proven to be a practhose restored had ever bee n affiliated with tical and effective way to preach th e gosthis congregation, there was a gain of sev - pe l in n ew t erritory. Th e little group ha~
e n in the meeting. This represented a gain r ecen tly completed a very nice and well loIn membership of about 30%. One of those cated building. It attracts favorable attenbaptized was from t h e Catholics a nd one tion fro m th e neighbors. During the m eet'\Yas from th e Ba.ptists. Three of those re- ing the attendance, especially from m embers
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of congregations in ne ighbor ing towns, was
good. One soul was saved. We are expecting to hear of a rapid growth in this congregation. Four were bapt ized during the
June m eeting at Boone, North Carol in a,
where Ernest Shoaf is doing a very effec tive work . He writes me that two more
have been baptized since the meeting.
H . R . Little, 116 S. 4th St., L a Porte, T exas, July 20 : Recently I assisted the brethren in Devine, Texas, in a gospe l m eeting.
We had very good attendance and interest
with one baptism.
Brother Curtis Torno,
a medical officer at Lackland Air Force
Base, is the regular minister. The church
here has h ad seven ad ditions in the last
two Lord's days. Two by baptism and five
by restoration .
'Vel<lon B. Bennett, Hamburg 23, Germa ny,
Hagenau 77, July 20: On Saturday evening,
July 18, we baptized the first convert in
Ha;mburg, a 57-Year- old woman .
"\Ve are
now in o ur second tent meeting and the
fourth meeting (two were in buildings)
within three month s . We h ave made sev e r al contacts a nd we b e li eve others will
obey the gospel in the near f utur e. Two
mon ths ago we l ease d four l arge rooms at
Klosterstern 8, a well known l ocat io n in
the heart of the city and eas ily reached by
street car, subway and elevated railway.
Th e church of our L or d has begun in this
city of 1,600·,000 so ul s.
Working with u s
are Dieter and Margaret Goebe l, and Don
and Martha Fink. On A ugust 28, Edith, the
childr.en and I w ill sail from L e H avre,
France fo r a four month visit to the states.
vVe have been in Europe since J a nuary, 1949.
Our mailing address from Septe mb er 1 until
J anuary 1 will be 1716-22 nd St., Lubbock,
T exas.
PREA.CHER NEEDED
The Normangee Church of Christ is looking for a preacher to work with them a nd
the Edge community. The church owns a .
ni ce cottag e and will be able to pay at least
$200 a month in a ddition to the house. This
work is o nly about one ho_ur's drive from
T exas A&M Coll ege. The church may be
in te r este d in a p e rson who w a nts to go to
college a nd preach at the same tim e. If
interested, write to Mr. Vaughn McDonald,
Normangee, T exas.
For further reference
you m ay contact J a m es F. Fowler, Church
of C hri s t, College Station, Texas.
The ch urch in Boling, T exas, has about
150 op er a style v e n eer seats th a t some
church in need of seats may h ave if they
will come and get th e m. Some of th em are
in ve r y goo d con di tio n, most are ave rage,
and some few unusable . These seats came
from a theater in Newgulf an d they did
not cost anyth in g excep t the ir removal fro m
the building. Any one inte r ested in them
should contact the und ers ign ed.-'\>V. E.,
RRANNER, lUiniste r, Church of Christ, B:ox
!;24- A,, Bolin;!;, Texas.
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FOUNDA.TION

God.· The perfect heart is perfect in its obedi- Authority in the Christian Religion", and
ence. The least of God's commands are "Resolved, The Roman Catholic Church is
obeyed with fear and trembling. The perfect the Original Apostolic Church of Christ."
George Hickey
"For th e eyes of the Lord run to and fro heart is perfect in its loyalty. The perfect Two nights were given to each proposition.
throu ghout the whole earth, to shew himself heart is perfe ct in its trust. It's an unspeakBrother Eldred Stevens prepared himself
strong in the b ehalf of them whose heart able· joy for me to be acquainted with so well for this discussion. He arose to the
is perfect toward him" (2 Chron. ,16:9 ). It many brethren whom 1 believe to have a demands of the occasion in a masterful way.
is a man's duty to l{eep his heart with all perfect heart. Let us all prayerfully lt eep Not being an exper ienced debater, he made
'diligence. David said, "Mark the perfect our hearts w ith a ll diligence so that they qo efforts to "dodge" nor "hedge" nor to
man, and behold the upright. . . " (Psalms might be perfect in God's sight.
use sophistry, but fairly met the i.ssue. He
37 :37). Christ said, "Be ye therefore perfect"
spoke with deep sincerity, and boldness.
Examples of Perfect Hearts
(Matt. 5:18). "If thou wilt be perfect . . ."
There seemed to be no dQsire · on his part
Asa, king of Judah, possessed a perfect to "just skin the other fellow", but rather·
(Matt. 19 :21). "Howbeit, we speak wisdom
among them that are perfect" (1 Cor. 2:6). heart. Read carefully his attitude toward that truth should prevail and error stand
The Scriptures are given, "That the man of God in · 2 Chronicles 14:2-11. David's heart exposed. This he thoroughly did!
God may be perfect" (2 Tim. 3:17). If man was perfect toward God. David wanted foreThis debate was published by Brother
fails to develop a perfect heart it's because most to build God a house before he built Eldred Stevens, with the approval of Dr.
one for himself. Daniel's heart was perfect.
he is a I'ebel or a slacker.
He proved this by his otledience. Abraham Eric Beevers. It is a very nice, cloth bound
boolc The type is large and conducive to
A Perfect Heart ImpUes
nad a pe,rfect heart. He trusted almost to
easy reading. It contains many charts used
A heart p e rfect in its loyalty to God. The the blocd of Isaac. These men had perfect
by Brother Stevens on both the sufficiency
perfect heart is on God's side regardless of hearts, yet they were wayward and earthof the Scriptures and the errors of Catholithe consequences. Honor or fame will never ward anli at times had erroneous views. Asa
cism. For those who really want to know
seduce a perfect heart from being true to a nd David stumbled and sinned; Abraham what the Catholics teach and how to meet
told half-truths; but, as a whole, how beau- it, no more practical book could be found.
tiful arP. the ir lives?
The book has two hundred thirty - one pages.
THE

PERFECT

HEART

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

Church of Christ meets at Catalpa Avenu~
and Kecoughtan Road. Route 60, between
Newport News and Hampton, Vir!glnla. Tele·
phone 22037 Newport News. Address 1124
25th Street, Newport News, Virginia, B . H
Atkinson, Minister.

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
\Ve keep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small packa~·e and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will kee1
Indefinitely. Every congregation should havt
on hand a good supply at all times. Price·
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
FIRU FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSF
Box '17, Austin 81, Texna

Sinless Perfection

It sells for two dollars and fifty cents.

A perfect heart does not imply sinless perYou may order it from the Firm Foundafect ion. No man can be literally perfect as tion Publishing House, Austin, Texas.
Christ is perfect, for no guile or evil ever
----0---touch3d his heart. Eve ry man is a sinner at
present and has sinned in the past (1 John
THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK1:8-10). It is sinful for a man to even think
THE LORD'S DAY
h imself equal with Christ. "'All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. 64:6). "'When
Wilson Baird
ye shall have done all those things which
a re command ed of you, say, We are unprof- Blest day of God most calm, most bright
The first and best of days
itable servants . . . " (Luke 17:10•). Man must
oeek God and ever strive with all s.incerity The Christian's day of great delight
The day of prayer and praise.
J.nd thoroughness to follow in the steps of
the Savior. Christ not only had a perfect
;1eart, but also lived a sinless perfect life. Our Saviour's lov e made thee to shine
His rising did ~hee raise
.\ian can wholeheartedly love Christ and render out and out service to him. It's my And made thee h eavenly and dfvine
Beyond all other days.
prayer that everyone will apply all diligence
to develop ·a perfect heart and by God's grace
No other day In all the week
live eternally 'in the new Jerusalem.
Should give us greater thought
921 S.W. 18th Street,
As we for error pardon seek
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
From Christ, as Christians ought.

----0----

STEVENS-BEEVERS DEBATE
G.

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

,·- lmu;cs EOUirMENt. CO.

:,_,_>:"~;(Belt~n,TexO:s <·· . .-. '.~-·

S.

Westbrook

"The New Testam ent and Roman Catholicism" was the subject of . a public discuss ion conducted at Stillwater, Ol{lahoma, May
13-16, 1952.
Brother E-ldred Stevens had
preached a series of sermons exposing the
errors of the Catholic Churcb. He was challenged by Dr. Eric Beevers, Past(.r of St.
Francis Xavier ' Catholic Church of Stillwater, to a public discussion. With the arrival of the date set for the debate came
audiences of from 40'00 to 6000 from some
twenty states! So much interest developed
that reports from major newspapers, radio
networlts, and Televieion covered the meeting.
The discussions were very orderly. Both
speakers w ere courteous, fair, and friendly
in their attitudes. The audiences were orderly. Well d e mon strated was the fact
that debat es could be conducted and error
exposed thoroughly, without resorting to
malice, personalities, and unkindnesses. The
first two nights were conducted in the
meet~ng house
of the church of Christ.
Th e n for two ni g hts the discussions were
in the Catholic Church building. One unusual feature of the debate was that both
disputants requested Brother 0. C. Lambert
to serve as Moderator. His excellent work
added much to the d e bate.
.
The propositions discussed were: "Resolved, Th e New Testament is the Supreme

I

1

The first fruits oft' a blessing prove
To all the fruits behind
And they who do the Lord's day love
A joyous week will find.
I

This Is the day the first ripe sheaf
Before the Lord was waved (Lev. 23:11)
l'\.nd Christ first fruits of them that slept
Was from the dead receiv ed (1 CoZ,. 15:20)
He rose for them for whom He died
That like to Him they may
Rise, when he comes in glory great
That ne'er shall fade away.
This Is the day the Spirit came
With us on earth to stayA comforter, to fill our hearts
With joys that ne'er decay (Acts 2:1, 2)
His comforts are the earnest sure
Of that same heavenly rest
Which Jesus entered on, when He
Was made forever blest. (2 Cor. 1:22)
This day
Formed
This day
To join

the church of Christ began
by His wondrous grace
the saints in concord meet
in prayer and praise (Acts 20:7)

This day I must to God appear
For, Lord, this day is thine
Help me to spend It in thy fear
And thus to make it m ine.
Edmond, Okla.
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SMITH--George Franklin Smith, 83, Kim<JHRIST OR MODERNISl\1
ble County resident for 60 years, . died at
Off
the
·press but few days with only
his home in Junction on June 9, 1953, l eav ing his wife, two sons, four daughters, eight one public notice. Ord·e rs are corning surg r andchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. prisingly fast. Pardon me, but I believe
Funeral services were conducted the fol- it contains documentary facts that every
lowing day by B. W. Mantooth and th e believer in the Bible should> have. $2.50.
W.W.OTEY
writer.
Belle Plaine, J{ansas
WALTER W. LEAMONS
Junction, Texas

HODGE&--Francls Marion Hodges, 83, an
old cattle trail driver, died at the home
of a son in Junction on June 4, 1953. A
native of Pipe Creek, Texas, he came to
Junction 47 years ago.
Two sons, one
* • •
daughter, eight grandchildren and 15 greatBENNETT-Brother James T. Bennett, of
grandchildren survive him.
Funeral services were held at the Smith Funeral Home 1016 N. W. 90th St., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, died in his home of cancer, June 1,
on June 5, the writer officiating.
WALTER W. LEAMONS 1953. Brother Bennett had been a pioneer
in the work of the New Testament church
Junction, T exas
in Garvin and Stephens County, Oklahoma.
He had helped to plant and nurture both
COPELAND-Fred M. Copeland was born congregations in these counties for about
January 16, 1888, in Alabama. When a boy fifty years. In Elmore City, he helped to ·
about twelve years of age he came to T ex - erect the church building which was used
as and settled in the Pursley Community by the church from its beginning more
about fift een miles southwest of Corsicana, thall thirty years ago, until it began build- ,
Texas.
He married and reared a family ing a n ew meeting house in May of this
in this community and was on e of the year. . Brother Bennett moved to Oklahoma
active workers in the church,. serving as City nine years ago and was always enan elder of the church for some time prior couraging to the congregation meeting at
tt o his death on May 27, 1953. Survivors 9501 N. Military, of which he was a m emb~r
of Brother Copeland includ e his wife, two at the time of his death. ·
daughters, Mrs. Miller Norwood of CorThe writer and Joe Laird conducted the
sicana, and Jane, of Pursley; one son, memorial service at the North Military
Charles, of Pursley. All of these are faith - church of Christ bu.ilding June 1, assisted
ful members of the church. Two grandchil- by Brother Ennis Sellers (who formerly
dren a lso survive. Brother Copeland served worked with Brother Bennett In aforemenhis community as county commissioner for tioned churches), and the choral group
eleven years, having been el ected six from the lo cal church. Favorite hymns of
straight terms. He was .active in communi- Brother Bennett were used, "As the Life of
ty life and his good and respected life was A Flower," "The Old Rugged Cross" and
evidenced by the more than 80{) people who "Where We'll Never Grow Old."
attended the funeral service Friday mornFriends of Brother Bennett packed the
ing, May 29, at the church of Christ at church building, and the floral offering was
Pursley. He was active in the work ef the largest i:q any service held here in many
the church until some ten days before his mO<nths.
death when he suffered a heart attack. He
Survivors include Sister Bennett; two son s,
was still interested in the church to the Roy and W. R., four daughters, Mrs. Bill
end of his earthly career. The writer, as- Bradley, Mrs. Flois Elliott, Mrs. Lois Mulsisted by Brother Jesse Jenkins. conducted lins, and Mrs. Evelyn Ivers; fifteen grand\the funeral service.
Burial was in the children and nihe great grandchildren.
Pursley cemetery.
V. J. CULLUM
LUTHER G. ROBERTS
Corsicana, Texas ..
w. Elliott Bell, Jr., South Hill, Virginia:
*
Our meeting closed here Jun e 24th, with
McCOWN-Georgia Annie McCown passed Irvin Himmel preaching. Robert B. Scruggs
from this life July 22, 1953. She cam e into conductetl the song services in a fine way.
this world March · 1&, 1873, being born in The average attendance was thirty-two. ApTravis County, Texas, and attending Sandy proximately fifty local non-members heard
Creek school, n ear Round Mountain. Of all the gospel during this effort. There were
the 'great ones whose vital aim it was to two baptisms. There are now seven permaserve God, giving glory to his Son through nent and faithful members of the church
the name she wore, the life that she lived, here. Several young people in nearby Camp
and the doctrine she kept, Sister McCown Picl{ett are working and worshipping with
was one of the supreme.
us regularly. We can certainly recommend
Throughou t r all her life she had to sus- Irvin Himmel to a.ny congregation wantin&" a
tain many troubles and tribulations, but she
overcame these. As a young girl she would
wal.k each Lord's day five miles to worship
God and hear a portion of his word read.
As a young mother, she always could be
seen walking· five miles each Lord's day to
Teck, near Mansfield Dam, with her children In her arms. She not only would be
there, but she would bring h e r lunch and
stay all day. A's an elderly lady, each Sun day found her in .God's house. Many times
she would not be there because she was in
good health, but because of her d evotion to
Christ and his church.
The supreme jest . of her devotion can be
seen in that she was taken to her bed
while in preparation to go serve God. She
left this life three days later.
Surviving are two sons, Chester and Joseph; one daughter, Lillian; one sister,
twenty-three grandchildren and fourteen
great grandchildren. •
EARL K. ANTHONY
Austin, Texas

• • •

I

100,000 SOLD

BIBLE BRIEFS

and
SERMON OUTLINES
G. H. P. Showalter and w. M. Davt.
A New Printing ot the Enlarged Edition
Price• liO cents1 Dozen, e:;.50
We ha·ve just printed several thousand
copies ot "Bible Briefs and Sermon Outlines."
Printed on the specially thin, opaque paper with clear, bold type; 216 pages, so thin
that It may conveniently be carried in the
vest pocket.
Contains Nearly 200 Subject and Sermo.n
Outl!nes
A comprehensive view ot the Bible In Its
relation to man as set forth in a series ot
scriptural themes by which the Bible becomes its own Interpreter.
"The Bible," "Unity ot
the Bible," "Composition of
the Bible," "Facts About
the Bible," "Helps for BIble Reading," "Rules for
Bible Study," '·The Dispensations of Religion,"
"Proper Division of the
Word of God," etc.
S c r i p t u raJ references
throughout the outlines.
A most wonderful book
of sermons on the fundamentals and on congregational
development. • To
these extensive ou tllnes
is
added
the
famous
"Hedge's Rules of Honorable
Controversy,"
set
forth by Dr. Levi Hedge,
which Rules are generally
accepted and us.ed by debaters.
Remember, this Is not . only the latest but
the "Enlarged Edition".
Every preacher
should have at least one copy tor his own
personal use.
This book, we believe, has no superior aa
a. book for study in class work. It Is very
pecul!arly adaptable as a text tor a class
ot lead·ers and prospective preachers. Notwithstanding the high cost ot production,
the price remains the same, that Is 60c per
copy postpaid, or $5.5() per dozen. Why not
send your order today? It you have never
seen this book, you will be amazed at the
fullness and enormous volume ot its contents.
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MAJESTIC HYMNAL Well Reueived
••

GREATLY PLEASED, but not surprised we are noting the reaction of
those who have received copies of o~r first edition of "THE MAJESTIC
HYMNAL." Sample c,opies called for have been sent, and examined, and
already orders, large and small have reached our office: Some were so
certain that the book would please them that they placed orders for their
full requirements in advance, to be shipped as soon as , the books were
from the bindery and these orders have already been filled. We appreciate
this confidence, and are glad of course, when we receive a message that
"we are more than pleased" with the book.
You will note that ''THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL" is different. It is not just
like the common run of song books. You are entirely correct in this; and
we are glad that you take notice of it. And we want to add that' this is
not at all unintentional on our part. For example you will find quite a
number of songs that are designed and intended to be used for special
occasions, a lihe of composition for which we have frequent calls, and
which are very much in demand among our singers, specially among
the younger groups in many of the larger congregatiens, and are of ,the
very first importance in musical training and song drills, which are
greatly needed to revive the proper interest in singing in most of the
churches.
Boost the song service; practice singing frequently and also have a real
Singing School at frequent intervals. Nothing will build ilp interest in
the congregation more than really good, enthusiastic singing; and excellent singing will do more than any other one element in leading souls to
obey the gospel. No matter what song book you are now using, you will
make no mistake if you order a supply of "THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL"
just for a real period of teaching, and drHl, and developing-an interest in
new and old songs. We can use an old book too long; also it is a good
thing sometimes to get a new book for s-ome special drills and for use
in the church even if we store the old ones for future use or for ·supplying
weaker, smaller, or mission groups. Prices: Full cloth, $1.00; Leatherette,
80 cents.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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W. M. DAVIS
Consider One Another
This caption is a freq uent admonition of th e word of God.
In its practical asp ect, Christianity is a religion of mutual
helpfulness. There is no room for . selfishness in Chris.t's plan
of life. Selfishness is condemned in strong and d efinite ~erms
in the teaching of Christ. Some disciples make th eir fellowship one sided . They want others to observe the golden rule
while they neglect it. Tirey want to criticise others freely,
without any recrimination .
The writer of the Hebrew letter said, "And let us consider
one another to provoke unto love and good works" (Heb.
10:24 )-. 'Not many brethren do this. Sometimes it happens
that when one brother meets another brother, each one thinks
of the other's faults. Instead of provoking one another to
love and good works , they provoke each other to criticism
and strife.
·
Then Paul said, "Bea-r ye one another's burdens, and so
fulfil the law of Christ" (Gal. 6: 2). Hardly any one escapes
some kind of a burden in life, and as a usual thing each
one thinks his burden is heavier than his neighbor's. What
a differen ce it does make when two men-each with a heavy
burden-try to h elp each oth er along life's way.
Again Paul said , "And be, ye kj.nd one t~ another, tenderh earted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you " (Eph. 4 : 3 2). Do we sometimes w a nt
another man to for give our trespass, w ithout any consideration of our forg iving his tl'espass? Remember that J esus
taught that, if we forg ive not men their trespasses, neither
will the heavenly Father forgive us.
Finally Jesus said, "A new commandm ent I give unto you,
That ye love one a noth er; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men kriow that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love ·one for a nother" (Jno. 13:34, 35).
If we have bitter .strife a mon g ourselves instead of love, then
men know that we are not Christ's disciples .
Cluist In Us

More emphasis is put on our being in Christ, th a n th ere
is_ on Christ's being in us. For us to b e in Christ without
Christ being in us is of littl e or no value. In the parable
of the vine and the branches , J es us said, "Abide in me and
I in yo u. A.s the branch cannot bear f.r uit of itself, except·
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me" (Jno. 15:4). In every orchard you wilL see fruit trees
that have both live and dead limbs. Anyone can recognize
a dead limb at a glance--it has no leaves and bears no
fruit. The dead limb is in the tree, but the tree is not in

it. It is a hindrance to t)le tree, and should be cut off. Too
m any dead limbs are apt to d estroy the tree.
It is unfortunate that a condition similar to this exists
in the church. Some members are alive and some are dead.
When anything is inactive it is dead. Inactive church members are dead . .They are in Christ, but Christ is not in them.
You never see an apple on a dead limb.
Paul says, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life that
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20). Christ
living in Paul had very definite effects. It made him devoted
and zealous. The Laodicean church thought it was very much
alive, when in fact it was dead. When the majority of the
members are dead, the church cannot be very much alive.
58 4 2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Ready For Jesus' Return
Hoyt Bailey
From Matthew 2 6: 14, we read this exhortation: "Watch ·
and pray that ye enter not into temptation." And from Matthew, 25th chapter, we have the record of the wise and foolish
virgins, the wise vir gins being prepared for the coming of
the bridegroom, but the foolish virgins were unprepared. The
scripture describes them as follows: "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their
l amps, and went forth to m eet the bridegroom. An'd five of
them w ere wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish
took their lamps, and to ok no oil with them: Hut the wise
took oil in their vessels with their . lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they a ll slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh;
go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise,
Give us 'of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the
wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for
us and you: but go ye_ rather to them that sell, and buy for
yo urselves . And while they went to buy, the bridegroom
came; and they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the
other virgins, saying, Lord', Lord ; open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
Watch therefore, for ye know· neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh."
·
Have you thought of the tragedy of being unprepared to
meet the Lord upoa hls retu·rn? Do you know that the Lord
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will come again when most people are not expecting his
coming? Do you lmow that the majority of people will be'
unprepared to meet Christ ·when he dt>es return to claim his
own? What preparation are you making now to meet the
Lord Jesus Christ upon his return?
From the first part of t:lle 24th chapter of Matthew, Jesus
predicts the destruction of Jerusalem. \Vhile on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples asked Jesus privately concerning these
things, also, of his second coming, and of the end of the
world. "And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed
that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name
~aylng, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall
hear of wars <and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled:
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not
yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthq1;1akes, in divers places." And going on with his explanation, Jesus warns of the destruction of Jerusalem and
the preaching of his gospel to all the world before the end
comes.
In r espect to the destru ction. of Jerusalem, Jesus said:
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and th~ powers of the
heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of
the Son of man in heavens: and then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming
in the clouds of hea~en with power and great glory .. And he
shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds,
hom one end of heaven to the other. Now learn a parable
of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth
forth leaves, ye know that summer is night: So likewise ye,
when ye shall see all these things, know that it is, near, even
at the doors. Veril'y I say unto you, This generation shall not
pass, till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away." Our
Lord · gives us· warning of his coming and who can give
mote accurate warning than he gave during his personal ministry?
.
i
1
Men have tried to set dates for the second ~oming of
Christ. However, Je;ms says: "But of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no, · not the angels of heaven, but my
Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that
were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered
into the ark, And. knew· not until the flood came, and took
them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be t aken,
and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill;
the one shall be taken, and the other left."
After all of this explanation concerning his second coming,
Jesus warns: "Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come. · But know this, that if the good man
of the house had lmowntin what watch the thief would come,
he would have watched, and would not have suffered his
house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh. Who
then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made
ruler, over his household, to give them meat in due season?
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord, when he cometh shall
find so doing. Verily I say unto you, That he s)lall make him
ruler over all his goods. But and if that evil servant shall
say in his heart, My lord' delayeth his coming; And shall
begin to smite l;J.is fellow sg_rvants, and to eat and drink with
the drun}l:en; The lord of that servant shall come in a day
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not
aware of. And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his
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portion with the hypocrites; there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth."
Throughout this 24th chapter of Matthew, Jesus reminds
his followers to be always watchful for his second coming.
And by watchfulness, Jesus meant that his followers are to
be in readiness for the lJord's return. It should pe kept in
mind that Christians should be always engaged in the things
which would please Christ. This means that Christians will
not want to do things which they would not want to be doing , when Jesus comes. The way to keep from saying the
things which ·one would not want to be saying when Jesus
comes is to keep busy saying the things which will promote
the cause of Christ. Of course, the way to keep from being
found in places which will be displeasing to Christ is always to be found in those places that God approves. The
child of God is to exercise carefulness as to what he does,
what he says, and to where he goes.
Since the end will be sudden, the separation final; then
every one of God's children should be always prepared for
Christ's return. Few exhortations are more f~·equenthy and
impressively given than this of the duty and. necessity of
watchfulness. Of course, the Christian has to watch against
many things-his own heart's desires, temptation, the world,
but most of all he must watch and be always looking for
the coming of Christ; for whether Christ be regarded as
a Redeemer, Deliverer, or Judge, he will come as a thief
in the night. Regarding the solemn warning given, it should
be recot"nized as being applicable to spiritual things. This
warning is of personal obligation, and may be used by each
individual Ch'r istian for his own benefit; for there is a sense
in which the day' of death is the coming of Christ, and as
death leaves us, so, as far as we know, judgment will find us.
Who is the faithful and wise servant? It is the one whom
his Lord when he cometh shall find performing the .duties
ordained by the Lord. The Lord has promised a blessing to
such individuals. "He shall make him ruler, over all his
goods." This is the promised reward for watchful waiting.
However, the unfaithful are those who cease to watch and
such claim that the Lord delays his coming. Arid as soon
as he conceives the idea of the delay in his ·lord's arrival,
he changes his conduct, plays the master, a~d uses his power
l'or oppression and injustice. He who thinks of the Lord's
delay begins "to smite his fellow-servants, and to eat and
drink with the drunken.'' -He ind.u lges in luxury and intemperance, choosing as his companions men of bad habits.
But the Lord will come either by his appearance, or by calling
the guilty .soul to judgment. This will happen to many just
as they put . away all thou_ght o'f the sudden advent of the
Lord.
The Lord urges the need of watchfulness upon us strongly: He repeats it again and again. The warning is for all ·people and for the remainder of time: "What I say unto you I
say unto all, Watch." T)le apostles re-echo the Savior's words:
"Let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober." The duty of watchfulness is of paramount obligatiqn; for ·the night is· far spent, the day is at hand. The
Christian must not slumber, pleasing himself with the shadowy
dreams of earthly glories; he must keep vigil, watching always; for the day is· at hand, the sunshine of the true life.
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"Therefore watch," saith the Lord: "For ye knoweth not
what hour . your Lord doth come." The thief comes in the
dead of the night, when men are least expecting danger.
"The day of th e Lord so cometh as ~thief in the night";
"In such an hour as ye think not 1;,b.e Son of_ man cometh."
"Therefore be ye also ready." The Lord's earnest admonitions
should bring home to our hearts the momentous importance
of watching for his coming. Blessed are those who know
him now as a most loving Friend, a gracious Savior; but,
alas, how intense must be the misery of those who neglect
his solemn warnings, living without watchfulness, without
prayer; who must, unless they repent, know him for the
first time as an awful Judge, when he comes suddenly upon
the careless slumberers, as the thief comes in the night.
The faithful and wise servant is the one who watches for
the return of his Lord. The "•wise" servant, is he who has
repented of his sins and hilS accepted · the Savior of men.
Christians are "of the day," and are watching for "that day"
in which the Lord Jesus will appear in his glory. Therefore,
to his followers, the coming of the Lord will be no surprise.
To be ready we must not only look for the coming of Christ,
but so to look as to be prepared for his coming. To be ready
is to have such an assurance of faith in Christ that whensoever he comes he will be welcomed ·But the service of God
is not .limited to ·trust and worship, because obedience to
God's will is demanded. When the Master comes, the servant
must be found "doing." Doing the will of Christ is watching for him in readiness. Activities of the church ·are· under
the elders or overseers who direct the work of Christ. They
are to gi:ve to their subj ects the bread of life. For this they
must not substitute the "stone" of profitless doctrine or the
"serpent" of poisonous error. The "bread" must be sound and
wholesome. It must also be given in fitting "portion" and
in "due season." The fact that the servant is to be "found
so doing" implies constancy and perseverance. "It is expected
of the steward that he be found faithful,'' so faithful that
the Lord's return will not come upon him as a thief.
In the 24th and 25th chapters of Matthew, several parables
are given with reference to the second coming of Christ. In
nearly all of these paraf!les, if not all of the,rn, a contrast is
given of the ones wlw ate faithful to duty, those who do
what they are supposed to do at the time they are to do
those things. On the other hand, we find those rejected because of their carelessness, their neglect of duty. We can
see in the lesson respecting the wise and foolish ·virgins that
the wise did more in preparation at the proper time for the
coming of the briqegroom. All are virgins in the parable,
all virgins have lamps, all virgins start out to meet the bridegroom. However, it is called to our attention that the wise
took oil with their lamps. They made additional preparation,
the wise did ·more to make . ready than did the foolish.· Of
cours e, when the bridegroom came, the wise had made sufficient preparation to meet him, but the foolish virgins had
brought no extra oil, had not made sufficient preparation
to meet the bridegroom . While the foolish were gone to buy
oil; the bridegroom came, and those who were ready entered
in and the door was :::hut. The fooli sh virgins made preparation too late, therefore, they failed to enter in. What will be
your fate?

Are You Anti-Board And Anti-Missionaryl
Carl A. Gardr.er
The above question was r asked the writer many y,ears ago
by a fine sister who had been for a number of years a,ssociated
with congregations that had adopted the new idea, to them,
concerning missionary and benevolent "board methods" for
preaching the gospel and caring for the orphans. It's an
interesting story.
It was in about the year 1912. The writer had just com-
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pleted work for a degree in the University o{ ':l'exas, and had
begun work in Abilene' Christian College as teacher and dean.
He was still · in his twenties. He did not know a lot about
the Bible, except the first principles. At that time, Brothel"
George Mickey pre.a ched in and around Clovis, New Mexico.
He wa.s greatly' loved by the brethren over New ·Mexico and
some parts of west Texas. He wrote me to learn if I would
work the next summer among the scattered brethren in the
destitute fields of .New Mexico, if proper arrangements could
be worked out. He told me of the areas in New Mexico where
the brethren were trying to carry on, and how hungry they
were for the gospel. He· believed enough support could be
assured to meet the necessities of life for wife and me. Brother
Mickey was assured that he could count on me~ Accordingly he
worked out the plans with congregations and brethren in New
Mexico. Because of the high standing Brother George had
with the few congregations and a number of individuals over
New Mexico, they looked to him to collect the contribution~.
He was a messenger for the churches. He learned about how
much the brethren scattered over the destitute parts of th-e
state would be able to assist in this work. Accordingly he
gave me the word to begin work among these brethren-the
pla ces and 'the dates, all of which he had arranged. This was
a happy- experience-knowipg that the truth was to be taught
among some brethren not abl~ to support the work alone.

1

At one of these mission points the writer met the sister
referred to above. She attended the meetings. Brethren came
from within a radius of 75 miles or more--in their Mode~
T's. Joy and spiritual life p~rvaded all they did. These brethren were happy in their associations and fellowship in God's
work. This sister had moved into New Mexico only a few
years before from Iowa, where she had lived for years under
the shadow of Drake University-a school operated by the
Christian church. She had come to think of these brethren
as "missionary and board" brethren. She was a good soul, well
-educated and cultured. One day she had me eat lunch in her
home, which she served in that rare Iowa style! In the midst
of our conversation about the gospel and the church, she asked
me directly: "Are you anti-board an.d anti-missionary"? I
asked her what she meant, because I was not as well conversant _on these matters as one who is sent to teach the gospel
should be. She explained that over in Iowa, when the congregations provided central organizations for their missionary and
benevole!lt works, they set up "boards" through which the
good work was done, because it was thought the only sensible
thing to do in the light of the larger programs of work. She
related how that some of the brethren would not co-operate
in this new "method." She simply could not understand why
brethren would oppose a mere "method," when it had been
prov.ed better than the old way without "boards." Said she:
"In Iowa tho~e that would not go along with our "boards"
were called the "antis". "Don't you believe in mission work 7"
she inquired. My reply was that my work in her midst was
mission work. However, said I, if there are any "boards"
connected with it, I know nothing about such. Then I related
to her how the work was launched through the initiative of
Brother . Geo1'ge Mickey. "How could you get support without
an organization managed it" ? she. asked. Because the writer
knew . very well how Brother George went about to carry the
gospel to those brethren, he could tell her that a few congregations and individuals in New Mexico, upon having the need
for the work brought to their attention by Brother Mickey,
responded with joy 1 and liberally to have fellowship in it.
Since there was no "board" in the picture--only the church
and Christians-it was more· economical, since none of the
moneys went to help pay the cost of maintaining a "board."
It was beyond her to understand how such mission ·work could
be very extensive, whereas the "board" saw that the gospel
was preached over a wide 1 territory. My thought was that
by the same process it was being taught in h€r midst-con-
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' gregations here and there over wide areas-as the only institution in the picture-could, if they loved Christ enough, carry
the gospel to the remote corners of the globe. These New
Mexico brethren felt a personal interest in and touch with, the
work they supported. Soon some of their men who had learned
to teach volunteered to keep the good work going. And, because the harvest was so great and the laborers so few, many
fine brethren who attended these meetings grew into fine gospel teache~"s. "Necessity is the mother of invention." Like
the Jerusalem Christians, they went everywhere in that area
heralding the glad tidings.

A Call For Bibles
Kathryn Patton

Have yoU: ever thou~ht what it would be like not to have
a Bible in y~ur home? Perhaps it would be difficult for us
who have always had access to the "Good Book" _to realize
what it would mean not to have it or be able to borrow it
to . read. Very few people in Germany today have Bibles.
Why? Some of the r easons are these: Nazism discouraged the
study of the Scriptures. :Bombings_ during the -war destroyed
homes and everything therein. Many thousands of refugees
had to flee for their lives with on}y the clo.thes on their
backs. The Roman Catll.olic church has always discouraged
the study of the Bible, and the Ev-angelical Lutheran church
does not encourage special study of the Book. These two
churches are the state churches , of Germany. In the schools
it is compuisory for the children to take "religion" till they
are fourteen years of .;tge; the Catholics teaching the catechism, and in a separate class the- Lutherans teaching Bible
stories . and history and t eachings of the Lutheran church.
F·ollowing confirmation at the a~e of fourteen, no more efforts are made to give special study in the Bible.

One thing that impressed me was that a great soul like
George Mickey, seeing the great need for that work, set about,
to see that it was {}one. True, the congregations could have
.sent their fellowship . offerings directly to me, but Brother
George, serving a.s a messenger for the churches, collected
the moneys and ,s ent them direct to me. Every cent was accounted for, and just how it was used. The brethren in New
Mexico in these destitute areas knew · all about how much
money was given for the work. Since there were no organized
congregations in those destitute parts, Brother George did not
send the money through congregations at the terminal points.
Another thing that impressed me was that the new "board"
1
plan was considered by its advocates as just another "method"
-that no one should object to a mere method. Did they overlook the fact that the New Testament examples as to method
:were just as bind,Jng in t he work of the Lord today as if the
•. ~nspired apostles had commanded it? Did they see that in
'ihe N ew Testament programs of work, the church was the
. only institution in the picture? Did they know that it was a
.divine and not a human institution with the divine ways for
carrying on? Is it not divine as disttnguished from human
because it was instituted from heaven, a nd not from man?
Recalling this experience in New Mexico led me to thinking
about b"e nevolent and missionary "boards." If there be any
board in the picture save the elders of the local congregation,
is this not a sure mark that the "board" institutions are huii?-an
and not divine ? Shall we believ;e J esus when he declared that
every plant that my h eavenly Father has not planted shall b e
rooted up? Was he not t a lking about human institutions s et
up on' their main-made _plans? If 1;1ot, just wh.a t was h e talking about? "To him be glory in the church," seems to SaY'
that the church is the only institution God has authorized
throu gh which Christians · may glorify God. Surely the Iowa
sister was wrong in contending ' that the "methods" of doin g
G<>d's work made no difference, just so they got the work done.
Many fine brethren were crowded out of the meeting houses
in Iowa and other states ,simply because they' could not with
clear conscience adopt the "methods" of the "board" brethren.
They had to start a ll over again. They were dubbed "antis"
-"anti-missionary and anti-board'', just over a "method".
Whi.eb. group of these b,rethren do we believe were right?
As much as congregations need to be aroused continuously
to tl"le great work of preaching 1 the gospel and carilllg' for the
·needy by the methods God instituted in the New T estament
-congregations, let's hope that they will n ot try to • defend
boar& with their h1.1man institutions, just because it is purely
a matter of "method." For one, I have confidence in the pure
motives of the brethren. They are the greatest people in the
earth-simply because they want to speak as the oracles of .
Gnd, '<!nd to walk by the same rule and mind the same things.
Let's 'h<irp-e that the day will never come when brethren who
love tbe ways of the Lor d will be given such epithets as
"'<lntis"-·" 'anti-board" or · "anti-missionary and benevolent."
'!Let us therefore give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have h eard , lest at any time we should let them

slip.''
F.ort W.o.r.tb. Texas
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Because of the lack of knowledge of the Scriptures, there
is naturally very little, if any, interest in the study of the
Bible; so we are trying through our many Bible classes in
Germany to acquaint the people with the. richness and wisdom of its pages, th~reby stirring up interest. By doing ' this
w e have learned of the d earth of Bibles. We h ave received
many requests for the Book and all available have been given
away----even those needed for our classes. There are many
here still u nable to buy their own, such as the jobless, widows,
crippled , aged, a nd people who r eceive pensions who hardly
hav.e eno ugh money for r ent and food. Recently we received
a call for Bibles from Brother Hare in Munich. He is in a
9 0 per cent Catholic area which wo uld indicate a great need.
Each congregation in Germany can use more... copies. Th e following stories will give you an insight into the lives of people wh.o have become interested in the Bibl~ in their adult
years: "My •d ear Mrs. Martine: For my birthday I received
a Bible which oei;t a inly came from h eaven. It is very seldom
tha t people give a Bible for one's birthday. Yes, dear Mrs.
Martine, now I h ave again my own Bible. I-t lays upon my
night table and I read it a little every evening. I am very
h appy and my children a lso. And yo u know also that in life
I could never afford a Bible. But now, how shall I thank
you for it. Dear Mrs. Martine, Go{} give you health that · you
may give happines~ to many depressed people as I through
a Blble . . . I thank you again for the Bible.-Frau U. P."
Sister Martine met this lady while on a rest-cu111e (expenses
paid by the state). This lady's hl).sband ist a communist and
cares nothing for the Bible. This belief of his and their difficult financia l situation were often times too m1uch to bear,
which perhaps was the cause of her poor physical condition.
Sister Martine showed her her work on the Bible correspondence course an-d tolq her she would have a communion service in her room on Sunday. This lady became very interested
and wanted to m eet with her. She borrowed Sister Martine's
Bible to read during her stay there. The above letter shows
her joy upon receipt. of this wonderful gift.
A German r efugee (then Catholic) shortly before having
to return to Germany from Czechoslovakia after tp.e war
bought a ' Bible on the black market for fear of the priest,
and when crossing the border to come into Germany, smuggled the Bible over . Sh e was afraid it would be t aken away
from her. Whether she would have had trouble with the
priest h ad she been caught buying or smuggling the Bible,
will never be known; however, fear had been instilled into
her because she knew the priest where she lived did not approve of the people reading the Bible. It is so seldom that
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we find Catholics here who know very much about the
Script~es, but Sister Richter had read her Bible regularly
and recognized . the truth when she heard it preached and
after studying with us for several months became a follower
of Christ. However, it was a struggle for her before she
was finally converted as her daughter was still Catholic and
her grandson was in a Catholic kindergarten. She had fear
that the 'sister' would neglect or harm the boy if she became
a member of the church. She finally through faith overcame
this fear and was baptized. When she took the little boy daily
to the kill.dergarten the 'sister' wouldn't speak to her. Today
her daughter has obeyed the gospel and the little boy goes to
another kindergarten. Who knows, but if she had not had the
desire to ha.ve a Bible which had to be bought in secret and
smuggled across the border and to study it, that she would
have recognized the truth when she heard it and obeyed it?
One day I ~oticed Cflondle tallow. on the self-made cover , of
her Bible. She said that each night she read her Bible by
candlelight-she couldn't afford electricity in her robm. Not
long ago a certain dressmaker was recommended to me. The
first few visits to her told me she was a Catholic and she
seemed not to have any interest in talking about the church
or religion in general. I was discouraged and was about to
give up even interesting her in my work, much less the study
of God's word. On a religious holiday. I was asked to' come
on business. Because it was a holiday (Catholic, though made
national) she and her mother (refugees from the East Zone
of Germany) were not working so much and actually took
some time to talk with me, asking about my work. I was
overjoyed! I learned that they (like so n:,tany) do not believe
that oral confession is scriptural. They were surprised to hear
me question the scripturalness of infal'!t baptism and other
Catholic practices not to be found in the Bible. I asked if they
had a Bible and they said, "No, we had to leave everything
behind when we escaped from the Russians." I prOJ:llised to
bring them one and show them the Scriptures to ;which I had
referred in our conversation. They were happy at the offer.
The next week when I made my visit, I brought the Bible

The "Direct" And "lndirecf' Method
Of Supporting Missionaries
G. C. Brewer
The following letter from Joe Cannon affords us opportunity to discuss a point th:ott is giving trouble to some of
our missionaries, both in Japan and Germany, and that is
being used as a charge of unscriptural practice on the part
of some preachers and writers. The reply to B-rother Cannon
was not meant.merely as a letter to him, but as a discussion
of the points for all those who may be concerned, either as
contributors or as missionaries. A much briefer reply probably would have been satisfactory for Brother Cannon, but
we have given a more lengthy discussion for the benefit of
those who may be less well-informed and who may be perplexed by the arg~ments made by factionists. All who hold
this position may not be factionists, but our experience with
those who raised the issue and started the controversy justifies us in the conclusion that they are factionists. If anyone
who is perplexed in this matter does not want to be thought
of as a factionist, we can think of him as a dissenter or as
,a doubter or as an inquirer. Whatever may be the attitude
of heart of those who read 'this, we have, at least, presented
what we believe to be the fallacy in this discussion and
what we think to be the truth in this whole matter. The
treatment of this subject is long because it is intended that
this not only shall be published in the papers, but that it
shall be distributed in tract form. With this introduction we
give our readers Brother Cannon's letter and our reply: ·
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with me with two or three tracts on some of the points we
had discussed with the request that they compare the Scriptures in the tracts with the Bible. I wish that you at home
could have seen the _glow · on Marla's face as she accepted
the Book. She was so happy! (The American girl who was
with me as I handed Maria the Bible said amazed after wo
l~ft the room, "Why she seemed so thankful to get it!") My
next visit I talked with the mother and she happily showed
me where she kept . the Ilible and said that she had already
read some of it. We were interrupted and I could not discuss more, but I look forward to the opportunity to ·help
them further in discovering what truly lies between its ; ,
covers.

~

Recently Brother Finto gave a father of 12 children a
Bible. He said that he had never had one in his hand. Yes, ·
that is possible in a nation th!l.t claims to be Christian and
send.s missionaries to other lands. (Upon looking at statistics the world would say that Germany and other nations
·w ith like religions were Christians. Nlinety-five perce1,1t of the
people of Germany were given a religion at birth. However,, .
further statistics show that only five per · cent of these att end religious services regularly, quoting an Evangelical minister).
..... .•
Please help us to put Bibles into more homes. Bibles are
cheaper here than to purchase them through the American
Bible Society. Help us to bring happiness into the lives of
more Marias, and cast out the fear that . is instilled into
others. You may send us a cashier's check or personal che<!k
made out to "Church o'f Christ" specified for purchase of Bibles and send to the church or to one of the workers here' ·
in Germany, Senckenberg Anlage 17, Frankfurt-Main 1, Germany, or to the' Elders. Broadway Church of Christ, Lubboc·k, Texas. If the money is for another city, we shall be
glad to forward it. We will never know how many souls will
thank God . for this light that will destroy the darkness in.
which so man;y are struggling for a peace within.
Frankfurt, Germany.
"June 24, 1953
"Dear Brother Brewer:
"We have been in Canada a little over one month now,,
and have been quite busy visiting and reporting to churches,.
about the work in Japan. We are grateful for the encouragement that you gave. to us when we were in Memphis. It wail:·
made possible for us to address the students at Lipscomb,
and I hope that much good was done.
"I know that you are a very busy man, and I do not wish ·
to burden you with my problems; but I hope that you will ·
spare a few moments for the following matter.
"Our support for the Japanese work comes trom churches :
in Canada, none of which can give much money, but all eooperating make possible the work. From the beginning of •.
our work, I thought it scriptural and right for the churches
to use two methods . in supporting the work. These, of course,
being what is called the 'dire c~ ,' and 'indirect' methods. I
believe also, that churches should be free to send their contributions in the way that they deem best. I have been :to!.- •
lowing the controversy about these methods, and since returning home have been giving serious consideration to ·
the conditions under which I should return to Japan. ' I hav:e
b een running into various objections to the way our work is·
being done from various quarters. God knows that I want
to do work in Japan on the basis that is pleasing to him, an.d
in trying to justify the use of the indir.ect method I find my
reasonings falling flat for laek of scripture. Now, I know that ·
any good work is. going to receive· opposition, and of this I
am not afraid, but J. h!lve been reared in the gos,pel to believe that a book, chapter, and verse should be · given to just-
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ify any ))ract-ice of the church as concerns its work and worRhip, and when this cannot be done the practice should be
abandoned. Now, it is quite . clear that Phil. 4:14-18 and 2
Cor. 11:8-10 show how Paul was supported, down to the
very method used. Now, if my reasoning is correct, when a
method is not prescribed, we are free to use that which is
most expedient and wise, but if God specifies the method,
~hen that method should be used . God teaches us in three
vays: 1. command; 2. example; 3. necessary inference. To
lUse the direct method of support is to stand on the safe
:an.d scriptural ground of example and necessary inference,
'but to use the indirect method is to stand without either.
"That churches can cooperate is plain (Acts 11: 29, 30),
and th e basis of their .cooperation is plain ( 2 Cor. 8, 9), and
t11e purpose of their cooperation iE> plain ( Ror~ 15: 2 6). But,
nowh ere here do we find an example, or inference, of churches
sending money to another church to be sent through it to a
preacher or p_reach ers in another area. It just is not there. I
have been pressed very har-d to find it, or to find even a
scriptural principle, and I have failed to do so . Now, this
fa ilure may be bec.ause of faulty re asoning, or some ignorance
on my part, that is why I want to seek the counsel of my
brethren before making a~y important decisions. To the above
statements, I would like to add the following questions:
"1. Do elders of one church have the right to oversee
in any way the work of another church? Please give a scripture t·eferencs.
"2 . Can the elders of one church appoint a committee to
handle the funds of other churches? a . . In a local work?
b. In a non-local work?

"I have my own ~deas as to h9w the question should be
answer ed, but I. would like to see what you think. If you
would ilke to answer these problems publicly for the good
of other s who may be troubled about these matters, feel
£ree to do so , but I -would like a personal reply also. The
Lord b,e with you.
"Copy to J11mes Bales alto.
Joseph cinnon"

REPLY
'July 7, 1953
Mr. Joseph Cannon
18 Rideau Avenue
Toronto 3, Ontario, Canada
Dear Brother Cannon: ·
Your letter of June 24, submitting some questions and
~1so presenting a problem you are facing and asking for my
help on these points, has been received. You state that my
~swer should be sent to you personally, but that it also may
be published if the interest in these questions is urgent to
le t others see what answers we can give on these points. I
am, th erefore, writing this letter to you, but I may also
publish it because others may . be facing the same problem
and looking .for answers to the same questions.
This controversy has caused trouble at some places, and
even has disturbe(i the minds of some of our missionaries,
-and yet to some of us the controversy is us eless. The issue
is not one that I consider worthy 'of the trouble it has
-caused some of us . But I have seen similar issues cause simil a r trouble all my life, and neither the spirit nor the method
that has characterized this controversy is new, and this I
shall point out by way of illustra tion after I have first
answered your questions. I am writing as though you were
contending for the "direct" idea, whereas, I know you asked
me only to help you answer those who do make an issue of
this.
I believe you to be both intelligent and sincere, and I
know that you h'iive sacrificed many conveniences in doing
the work you have done in Japan. I would like to discuss
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the point with you, not as meeting arguments made by faction,ists, but as helping to .relieve t~ mind of a conscientious inquirer.
1. The fight ·is over a figment of a factionist's imagination. The first thing that I wish to "present in answer. to your
problems is that your fallacy is in giving a distorted picture
of the practices of some brethren and th en calling for a
scriptural -reference to justify your own creation. You claim
that it is right for churches to cooperate, and yet you assume
that what ·churches are doing today is something different
from cooperation, whereas, we say that our work is simply
cooperatiqn-nothing more. You assume that the method of
cooperation is comp~etely described and circumscribed in the
New Testament, all of which is a fallacy. There may be ·some
mistakes made and perhaps some careless or indifferent efforts to do the work. that we are now doing bn a larger
scale tl1an has ever been practiced before by simple New Testament churches, but mistakes in doing a work cannot ba
used as a condemnation of the work itself. Neither can m'istakes in applying a principle be used to condemn the principle. But that men create a condition in their own minds
an<!_ then advertise this condition as actually existing is
demonstrated by thi.s point:
In 1943, when I, as a preacher for and an elder in the
Broadway church at Lubbock, Texas, wrote some articles for
the papers : uq~i ng churches everywhere to begin to make
plans and to lay aside funds for post-war missionary work
and stating· that the Broadway church wanted to pioneer in
this work and to set an example of zeal and sacrifice that we
hoped others would follow, immediately this was attacked
by some preachers and writers, and the church at Lubbock '
and I were excoriated and denounced by these men. They
published that we at Lubbock were receiving funds and holding funds that came from all over the United States to be
used by us in missionary fields after the war. We emphatically
denied in the public prints that we were receiving funds
from anybody or that we wanted to receive funds from anybody; despite this, one brother sent a check to the church at
Lubbock in the hope that he'd have proof that we were doing the things that were charged against us. I, personally,
returned this man's cheek and wrote him a letter, stating
that we were not receiving funds and did not expect to receive funds from any source; that no work was now being
done but that we believed opportunities for work would come
in greater numbers and with greater urgep..cy than ever in
history after the war sho uld come to an end. Now, despite
the fact that I returned the brother's chf)ck and wrote him
a letter saying that we were nilt receiving and would not
receive money, he, nevertheless, over his own signature,
wrote in the papers that we were receiving money and that
he had the proof because he )lad sent us a check.
Perhaps from this you will see :why I tell you that this
issu-e is a false issue and that it originated in the minds of
men who were more interested in attacking somebody and
leading a faction than they are in saving the souls in Japan
or Germany, and this lacks a lot of b eing all the proof I have
of this charge.
Now, with the understanding that there is in your mjnd
a false conception of the things that are b eing done and
the creation of an issue, which does not really exist, I am
going to answer your q uestio!fs . directly and th'en give you
some further reasoning on these points.
1. Questions answere<l. ( 1) It is not right for the elders
of one church to oversee the work of another congregation
in any way that interferes with the autonomy of either con1
gregation or that displaces the elders of Fhe congregation·
whose work is being· directed by foreign elders. That any
such thing is being done anywhere, I doubt. If it is being
done, I have no information on the pojnt.
(Continued next week)
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M. Norvel Young
What Does Th_
e Bible Sayl
Is Srncerity Alone Sufficient?
Many people have the idea that it doesn't make a~y difference what a. man believes providing he is sjncere . Of
course, ,no one who is not first of all sincere can be pleasing
to God . But sincerity alone is not sufficient to please God.
Paul is a good example of this.
Today we find him in Jerusalem. A mob seel{S to kill him,
bl!t he is g iven a chance to defend himself. He begins his
defense by telling them that he once persecuted Christians
"unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both
·men and women" (Acts 22:4). He thought he was doing
God's will to k ill innocent men and women just because
they followed · Cb~ist. He later said: "I have lived before
God in all good conscience until this day." Certainly no man
could be more sincere than Paul as he persecuted the early
church of Christ. But h e was sincerely wrong. He l ater said
that he was the "chief of sinners." One can be most sincere
and be absolutely wron g in religion jus t as he can in eco.J
nomics, politics, or scientific theory. Sincerity is absolutely
necessary to be well-pleasing to God, but sincerity alone is
not sufficient.
That i1:1 one reason why we constantly urge you to read
and study the Bible, the word of God. It is our yardstick. It
!s our standard to let us know when we are right and when

I Attended Blue Ridge Camp Meeting
J. M. Powell
From July 20- 24, I attended the Blue Ridge Camp Meeting
at Blue Ridge, North Carolina.
The encampment was held at the spacious and attractive
facilities , owned and operated by the Y.M.C.A., of the South.
The hotel accommodations were ad equ-ate and very reasonable in price. Each guest paid his bill directly to the
Y.M.C.A. management. The grounds, d~nin g room, and auditorium were at the disposal of th~ br.e thren witho)lt cost.
Various religious and civic groups make use of these facilities t.J;lroughout the summer months. Blue Rid ge is within
three ~iles of Montreat and Ridgecres t. Junaluska is less
than forty miles away.
Brother A. R. Holton and Brother J. W. Brents who have
long been interested in the Lord's work in . the Carolinas,
conceived the idea of the encampm ent . .These men have no
selfish motives; they do not profit financially from the enterprise. They, instead, contribute both time and money in
the interest of others.
What are the objectives· of the encampment? For one thing
it provides pleasant s urroundings for all who attend. The
beauty of the · Blue Ridge Mountains is simifly breathtaking.
As you sit on the broad veranda of Robert E . Lee Hall you
have -a view of the mountains that is not s urpass ed by anything in th e United States. Forty miles away is Mt. Mitchell,
the highest point east of the Mississippi River. There is a
beautiful drive to the summit of this mountain. Twenty-fi'[e
miles away is a famous ro ck form a tion known as Chimney
Rock. In Asheville, fift een miles distance, is the famous
George Vanderbilt estate which cost more than thirty million
dollars before the turn of the century. 'fhe mansion, furniture
and the grounds of this estate are indescribable. ·

w.e are wrong. We should constantly be learning more of God's
will and improving.
Of course it takes ·a big person to admit his error when
he is convinced. It hurts to learn that you have been wrong,
but we cannot grow without such growing pains. 'Paul was
mortified when he learned o.n the road to Damascus that he
had been terrib ly wrong. When Jesus said to him: "Why
persecutest thou me? he answered, "Who art thou, Lord?"
Then Jesus said, "I am Jesus of Nazareth whom thou persecutest." Then Paul said : "What shall I do , Lord?"
Even though Paul ·had seen Jesus in this .vision he still
had to go to Damascus to learn what he should do. J es us
said: "Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be
told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do."
Paul /emained three days blind and without food or drink.
He must have endured great remorse in those days. He believed now in the Lord Jesus Christ. He was penitent for his
sins against the ch urch, the body of Christ. Paul realized
how wrong he had been even though h e had been sincere all
the tim e. Then Ananias came to him and told him this to
do: "And now why tarries t thou, arise and be baptized, and
ash away thy sins, calling on his n a me" (Acts 2 2:16) .
Paul obeyed and began preaching the Christ whom he had
formerly been persecuting.
Are you certain that you are doing God's will? .Are you
depending upon sincerity alone or are you daily searching
the Scriptures to see if what you believe~s what the Bible
says on every point?

For another thing the encampment proVides a spiritual
atmosphere that is second to none. This year there were visitors from seventeen states and the Dominion of Canada. The
mornings were spent in study. Brother Holton served as mast er of ceremonies. Brother J. W. Brents was present at all
times to lend whatever · assistance ne cessary to make · things
run smoothly. On two mornings, Brother Holton gav~ lessons
on -leadership. Brother James E. Laird also gave lessons on
teacher training. Brother L. E . Cranford directed .the young
people's work. Brother Bill Davis gave lessons on song leading and song appreciation. Mrs. Osca r Foy and Mrs. Beulah
Sparks had classes for women who teach young children in
Sunday school. Each day, the writer taught f:rom the book of
Ephesians. The afternoons were free for rest, recreation and
sight-se.e ing. Each night there was a sermon. Brethren Laird,
Cranford and the writer delivered the sermons this year.
Another objective of the camp m eeting is to acquaint the
visitors with the spiritual d estitution of the Atlantic Seaboard and especially the Carolinas. Day after day Brother
Brents gave a report of the ne eds and opportunities in the
Carolinas for mission work. The people who attend the camp
meeting are fired with a zeal to do more for the Lord than
they h ave ever done before. Brother ·W . R. Smith of Abilene,
Texas, who was on the teaching staff for last year's meeting
went hom e and encouraged his home congregation to give
full support to a preacher in North Carolina.
A final objective is to g ive en co urage ment to the faithful
brethren in the Carolinas. There are only eighty congregations in bot]). North and South Carolina. Many of these brethr en attend and are impressed with the fact that somebo~y
c.ares.
The meeting is to be held next year from August 21 through
August 29. Won:t you make your plans to attend?
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EDITORIAL

G. H. P. SHOWALTER, Bdltoll'
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LET ALEXANDER CAMPBELL SPEAK FOR
HIMSELF
In some quarters of the country among the advocates of error in connection with a coming, material
reign of Christ on earth and a setting of the "thousand years," in R€velation 20, some have cited Alexander Campbell as though he wrote and taught something somewhere in harmony with these laty speculations on unfulfilled prophecy. In reading an old volume of the Millennia! Harbinger a few days ago, I
happened on·the following which enables Campbell to
speak for himself. It is probable that there is no
teaching of error that was more stoutly opposed by
Alexander Campbell than was the idea of a coming
earthly kingdom such as was being taught by some
in Campbell's day and which received a greater development under Charles T. Russell and later a number of extremists among the churches of Christ.
As a plain matter of fact, Alexander 1 Campbelf
taught that the reign of Christ on earth beginni'n g at
PentecQst and existing at the present time would extend its influence and power over si;n and the devil,
and grow into what is called "the millennium," on
account of its great influence over false doctrine and
rebellion against God. In other words his teaching
was that the time would come when Christianity
would have a much firmer hold over people and a much
more general acceptance than at the present time';
that the world was growing better at that time and
would continue on_in that way. He may or may not
have had the proper inte:t::pretation of the "thousand
years" reign of Christ, but he certainly was as strong
as any speaker or writer has been ag~inst the idea of
a future, material, temporal reign of Christ in an
earthly kingdom beginning at the time of his second
coming.
But let us hear Mr. Campbell himself: Millennia!
Harbinger, 1852, Vol. 2, No. 2, Fourth series, pages
62-64, with footnote.
"I will receive ·it as a favor from any person, to be
informed of any people or preacher, on this continent
or in the European world, that clearly or definitely
stated or announced, in unequivocal affirmation, that
the Christian church did not comme:qce, and, conse-quently, was never organized; till the first Pentecost
after the crucifixion, death, burial, resurrectioN., ascension, and glorification of the LGrd Jesus Christ;
that, then, placed upon the thrope of David, and upon
the throne of God, he commenced his reign personally
in heaven and spi1"itually upf:m earth, by the mission
of the Holy Spirit to his apostles, and through them
to his church, which is' now his natural and earthly
body-the fulness, or manhood 'development of him
who fills all things, in all places, with life, and beauty,

and happiness. Here I shall pause with my interrogations for the present.
"To prevent misconception of this allusion to the
throne of David, I simply remark for the present, to
be developed, probably, more fully again, that the
throne of David was, .in fact, the earthly throne of
God, in the midst of ancient Israel. David was his
viceroy-that is, the Lord's anointed-a fact not well
understood )Jy the church, and still less by some untaught and unteachable dogmatists of th~ present
day. It was necessary to the plans of J·ehovah, which
are all sublimely grand and wonderful, that he should
have two thrones-one on earth and one in heavenfor a time occupied one above, by himself, and one
below, by his vicegerent, called and constituted by
him; and there, his solemn oath or covenant with
David, that he would raise out of his person, in fnlness of time, one ' that would occupy both thrones.
Hence said the inspired bard of Israel, 'Jehovah said
to my Jehovah, sit thou on my right hand till I make
thy foes thy footstool.' It is beautifully in accordance
with this fact, that Mary the Virgin was the last bud
on the tree of, David which could blossom and fructify, and bring forth .a representative of David. So
:that if Jesus be not the heir of David's throne there
never can be one born, and God's covenant has failed.
This is a death blow to Jewish ·infidelity, if their eyes
were not closed and their ears sealed. But Jesus was
the son of David, and born to a king, as he told Caesar's r·e presentative. On the throne of David as King
of kings, he now sits, and also on the throne of God;
for he has all crowns upon his head, and affirms that
all authority in heaven.· and on earth is given to him.
"Anyone who wishes to peruse the most conceited,
consequentil:\1, and dogmatical treatise, based upon a
hallucination, and a parody of the words Elpis Israel,
will, if he have a dollar to throw away, have a demonstration of a disease called in Kentucky "the big
head," probably unequalled in this century; making
the hope of Israel-indeed the hope of the gospel in
full development, to consist in raising up again a
, Throne of David, in Palestine of Jerusalem; as if
that throne had be€m vacant now for 1800 years, or
as if Jesus Christ would remove his throne out of
the Heavenly Jerusalem, to rebuild and locate it in
Old Jerusalem, and there to aggrandize the empire
of 't he universe! But this only in passing, as one of
the specimens of the power of the love of notoriety or
of the marvelous, in wrecking and bewildering the
human. mind. We regard this development of the
passion for notoriety as one of the most admonitory
dispensa,tions in our immediate circle of observation.
It has made a man, that might have been useful,
worthless to himself, worthless to his friends, and!
worse than worthless to the world."-ff-v57-14b.
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Jas. F. Fowler, 403 Church Street, College
Station, Texas, July 20: I closed a meeting
in Normangee, Texas, last night. Two weve
baptized and one brother was restored who
should be a help to the church in many
ways. I begin a meeting and Vacation BiW. A. Bradfield, Henderson, 'Tennessee, ble School in San Marcos next Sunday. Two
July 28:
We have published more than have been baptized at College Station dur2,000,0()0 copies of eight small tracts ing July. Two have placed membership.
1,000,000 of · "The Way to Heaven" alone. I
will send free copies
to all readers
who will
c. M. llloser, Pritchett, Texas, July 29: ' I
.
;
write for them.
closed a good meeting at Thornton, Texas,
last Su11day night. One man was baptized,
R. c. Copelaml, Jr., Box 863, Clarendon, one lady confessed her wrongs, and anpther
Texas, July 21: I enjoyed the meeting at lady came fro'm the Christian church, and
Irene, Texas, and was invited bacl} in 1954. was restored by confession and prayer. Wa
I am now in my third meeting at Cee Vee, are moving this week to Whitesboro, Texas.
Texas. The Firm Foundation continues to We anticipate a good worl<: with the church
do ~uch with its timely articles.
there.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
Tillit S. TeddUe, Box 336, Ennis, Texas,
July 27: One lady was baptized at the eve ning service July 26. Interest and a;ttend- .
ance continue to be good.
Jo)an W. Pigg, Gunter, Texas, July 20: ·
Two were baptized at North Side in Fort
Wortlj yesterday.
The congregation, the
house of worship, the singing, the young
people's attitude were impressive indeed.

James M. Tolle, 768 Alexander Street, San
Fernando, California, July 24: L. D. Webb
presented excellent lessons in a meeting here
Cecil Allen, Box 50, Plains, Texas, July
July 12-23. . Eight were baptized and one
restored.
20: Yesterday was another fine day for the
the church here.
Another fine man was
Floyd Embree, 120'3 Merchant, Artesia, baptized into Christ. We are praying for
New Mexico, Jury · 26: , Today th ere was one others soon. I will be in a meeting at Covto make the confession and be baptized and ington,- Texas, July 31 through August 9.
two were identified. Last Lord's day there Services at 8:00 P .M. each day.
was one restored.
w. s. Wiley, 503 E. Huisache, Kingsville,
J. T. Marlin, Box 917, Sweetwater, Texas, Texas, July 26: One man ·was baptized here
July 30: One was baptized at 4th and Elm yesterday at the close. of the morning servHis wife placed membership, having
Sunday. I am to be with the Meads Chapel . ice.
congregation, Nashville, Tenn., August 16- come here from San Antonio some time ago.
25.
Our work seems to be getting better all the
time.
~
Bill Thompson, Lufkin, Texas, July 27:
Edgar
Furr,
417
W.
Dimmit
Street,
CrysOne was restored and one placed membership July 19. One lady was baptized yes- tal City, Texas: One of the local member.s
terday. I closed a good meeting at Woden of the church at Qrystal City operates a
nice barber shop and is in need of a helper.
last night and begin at Zavalla tonight.
Crystal City is a town of 7,500 people and
c. C. Doggett, 1102 Eager St., Albany, has only two barbers. Write me if you are
Georgia, July 24: Another fine man, the interested in a good location.
head of a family, was baptized last WedJas. A. Fry, Box 1255, Goldthwaite, Texas,
nesday evening at prayer meeting. This ad dition is the result o:f!t personal work on the July 26: We are engaged in a very fine
gospel meeting s.nd vacation Bible school
part of one of our deacons. '
combined.
Our atten.dance in the Bible
Doy1e Banta, Box 205, West Helena, Ark- school has averaged 37 above our entire
ansas, July 28: Since last report we have membership and our meeting is equally well
had two baptized, four r estored and six by attended. Roy Foutz is doing the preachmembership. Also one restored at Coffee ing in a fine way.
congregation. We are having our largest
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
'summer .attendance.
Driv e, San Antonio, Texas, July 30 : I have
A. E. Wickham, Roscoe, Ohio, July 27: just completed a meeting with the church
We had t.wo fine audiences at the East at ' Coahoma, Texas, in which twelve were
Main Street church of Christ yesterday. va- baptized. Broth'e r W. 0. Batten is doing an
cation time for some, but the attendance excellent work with the Coahoma church.
holds up good. I will ·begin a meeting in The West Avenue congregation in San AnPennsville, near Malta, tonight.
tonio continues to grow.
L. c. Reeves, Midlothian, Texas, 'July 28:
I would be glad to hold at least one mis sion meeting witliin a one hundred mile
radius of Midlothian thi-s summer. If any
one is interested, please write me at above
address.
Loy<l ' R. Brents, 1520 Hicko·r y Street, Texarkana, Arkansas, July 27: Four were bap tized, one restored, and three placed membership at Walnut Street yesterday. I begin a ten-day meeting tonight at Fletcher,
Okla.
Everet-t Day, 'sr., Houston, Missouri, July
27:
There were two baptisms in Brother
Thornton's meeting at Lawson's Chapel and
one restored. I baptized two young ladies
at Dancy July 13. The meetings at Vardeman and Campbell produced no visible results.
The Thorn meeting with Brother
Jimmy Faulkner doing the preaching resulted in three restorations. :Brother Joe F.
Moore is assisting us in a mission (tent)
meeting at Sparta this week.
Remember
us in your praye-rs.

Earl T. Garner, Topeka, Kansas, 'July 27:
It has been almost a year since we made

a report.
We wish to r eport three baptisms and sixteen having placed membership with us recently. We can't be satisfied with this but do feel . that we are making some progress. Brother J. W. Davidson
of Kansas City will assist us in a protracted meeting beginning August 24 and continuing through September 9.
Ii:ennet)l J. Arrhag;ton, >Vichita Falls, Texas, July 22: Bl"other Claude Guild of Fort
Worth, 'J:exas, did the preaching in a gospel
meeting at 23rd and Grace Street in Wichita Falls, July 5-15. There were eight baptisms, thirteen restorations and two to place
membership. Las't Lord's day another man
who was reared a Cathol>ic obeyed the getspel. A total of twenty-four responses this
far for the month of. July.
P. D. Wilmeth, 808 Hamvasy Lane, Tyler,
Texas, July 28: The writer closed a very
interesting meeting at Whitney, Texas, 'July
19 with five or six responses. The work at
Glenwood is making progress right along.
Wyndal Hudson, under the oversight of the
elders here, sailed for Italy July 30. Our
fall meeting is echeduled with Brother Elbridge Linn of the University Church of
Christ, Austin, Texas, doing the preaching.

Oliver C. Qunnhagham, 40'61 Chestnut,
Cookeville, Tennessee, July 29:
On July
26th I preached at N. Blvd. in Murfreesboro
and two were baptized. These two young
people were in my Children's Bible Drill
class in 1947-48-49 at J:<. Blvd. I baptized
a man at Cookeville Hqspital in Broad
Street's portable baptistry. The man died
three days later. I baptized one more at
Clarence A. Price, Bryson, Texas:
We Willow Street.
plan to start our new work in Waco AuFoy W . Vinson, Sunray, Texas, ' July 27~
gust 9. We anticipate a fine work with
the~e brethren.
The Lakeview congregation I began work with the church here the
has great possibilities.
Np one has been third Sunday in June. · Our summer meeting
chosen to take ·my place at Bryson as yet. closed July 16. Brother Robert Turner of
I believe the brethren here would , desire a Prescott, Ariz., did the preaching in that
man with experience; and in his thirties. series 0f meetings. Seven responded, six to
Contact J. 0 . Hester, Bryson, Texas.
be baptized and one to place membership.
Four of the six who were baptized were a
Churc!> of Christ, Sha~ at 'Johnson, Pasa- father and a son , from two different famidena, Texas: The church here sent Gordon Ues. Brother Turner is to return next sumTeel, their local evangelist, to Mountain mer for another meeting, the Lord willing.
View, Arlmnsas, for a meepng July 4-12.
Tha singing was under the direction of
Elbert v. Kelley, Sacramento, New MexBrother Hoyt Smith of Houston. Some oth - ico, July 20: Wife and I 13-re vacationing
ers from the Pasadena church went along here in these Sacramento mountains. I met.
to help with the personal work. There we-r e with the church at Mayhill yesterday where
ten baptis111s a.nd seve'n restorations in this Brother Loy Ruckman of Carlsbad delivered
meeting. Brother Neil Partee whose home a fine sermon. I have been associated with
was in Mountain View but who had be en him in the past in the spreading of the
living in- Pasadena for several months had gospel in sermon and song. I have recommoved back home to work with the congre- mended the new Majestic Hymnal everygation there. Brother Tee! says that he and where I have been and no doubt some conBrother Smith will return there next July gregations will order soon. We plan to be
for another meeting.
home at Utopia by July 31.

I
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Roy Burgess, Maysville, Alabama, July 31:
Homer Hniley, Florida Chr istian Colleg~,
Tampa 4, Florida : Since last reporting I Two were baptized in th e m ee tin g near
have h e ld meetings at Lawrence, Kan . ; 6th Woodbury, and five in the meeting with
and Izard, Little Rock; Central, Los Angeles; Simcoe, near Cullman . If the Lord wills I
and Clayton , N. M. ' F ive baptisms thus far. shall begin regular work with the church
in Mount Dora, Fla., October 18. My n ew
Cltas. E. Parker, 711 Blackworth, Miami, address w iil be General Delivery, Mount
Oklahoma, July 31: Two baptized and two Dora, Fla. I have some n ew spoo ls of wire
added by membership during July.
Our fo·r a wire-recorder but have !\Old the rebuilding and class rooms are now cooled by corder. Any one int erested please contact
Carrier r efr igeration equ ipm ent.
Worship me . Th ey have a debate on them.
with us when pas~ing this way.
w . J. Shnckelford, P. · 0. Box 3, N eosho,
Williatn Ill. Deuell, New~ort, Ohio, July Missouri, Ju ly 17: I am now engaged in a
28:
Anoth e r was b a ptized into our L ord good meeting with the church at Grove,
this past Sunday. Much enthusi asm contin - Okla. Marv.in Curry of Hollis, Okla., is diues to be shown wi,th a will in gness to work rect in g the song services in an exception by all.
We are looking forward to an a lly fine manner. Fr om July 23 to August
expansion program this fall.
2, Rue Porter will be in a m e~t ing with the
church at Anderson, IMo.
The J efferso n
C1tas. E . Pa.rker, 711 Blackworth, Miami , Street church in N eosho helped to start
Oklahoma, June 29: I closed a good meeting this congregation on S eptember 28, 1952.
tonight at Alb ion, Okla.
Five were bap- Between 40 a nd 50 are now m eeting at Antized into· Christ and eleven confessed their derson for worship on Lord's day.
Th e
s in s, and were restored to the church. B r oth- building i s l ocated jus t north . of Highway
er Manley of Talihina d irected the singing 71 on Jefferso n Street in Anderson.
in a f in e way.
Silns Howell, Llano, T exas, July; 31: S ince
Jan•es W. Huggins, Bpx 72, Gunter, Texas, last report I have assi sted with m eet ings
July 30 : I was in a t en days meeting with at Brady, Pontotoc, Kempner and Lometa.
th e church in the Ambrose community north Interest was good in all of them; attendan ce
of Bells, which closed last night. Thi s was was better th a n m y m eetings in these places
conducted outside the building with good last year. Some visible results in al l. As
crow d s in attendance.
Six were baptized local minis t er at Brady Brother Jay Chan n el
into Christ. The work at Gunter goes wel l. made the m eet in g a success there. Lil<ewis e,
B roth er Robert Bolton made it a succes~ at
C. A. Bueltanan, Waxahachie, T exas, Au- Lometa. In responses, the L ometa meeting
gust 3: One man was baptiz e d and thr ee w hich closed W e dn esday evening was one.
others placed m embership h e r e at South of the best I have been in in som'e tim e.
Side y es t er day. Brother G. S. W es tbrook Thirt een were baptized.
You can hear
of Lubbock will be w;ith u s t e n days in a Brother Bolton · Monday through Frid ay at
meetin g beginning Monda y, th e lOth. Serv- one o'clock over th e Lampasas radio staices at 10 a.m. a nd 8 p.m.
tion, 145() on your di a l. I go n ex t to Richl a nd Springs for a like effort.
Elton D. Dilbeck, 1335 Granada Drive, New
Orleans 22, Louis iana , July 30: Th e me etFrom 41}1 N. Park, Seminol e, Oklahoma,
ing in Quitman, Ark., closed las t night with July 28: Th e B erclair m ee ting in M emphis .
good Int e r es t a nd a ttenda nc e throughout. T el) n ., r es ult ed In four batpism s. Broth er
Almost 500 people made up our audiences J. B. Cox di~ec t e d t-he singing and also
during some of our s ervices in th is rural directe d the vacation Bible school durin g
community.
Eleven o]jeyed th e go s pel. I the day. · It was a good m eeting an d school.
begin toni g ht In Havana, Ark. Th e work Brother· J. A. McNutt, the local preach er i s
at Carrollton Av enu e continues to prove it- doing a good wcrk at Berclair. I closed
self inter esti ng a nd most challenging.
a m eeti ng July 22 at McLoud, Olda. Wonderf,ul interes t but no visible r esults. I am
1
Curtis Cruup, 917 Louisiana, Amarillo, T ex - at present in an op e n - a ir m ee tin g at Littl e .
:as, July 31: From Jun e 22-28, yaughn Shof- Okla., with l a rge crowds. · I begin· August
ner preached in a meeting her e at the San 10 at Stroud, Okla. Th ese me e tings are
..Jacinto cong r egati on.
Two were baptized. within driving di stanc e of S eminole . I s]lleak
I was in a m ee ti-ng with the Velma, Okla - here on Sund ay a nd co ndu ct these m eetin gs
homa, church from July 1-12. Nin e w e r e during the week. Ei g ht responded t o the
baptized ·and four were res tored. I closed invitatio n h ere the past two Lord'!l days .
me e tin g in Abernathy, Texas , July 26. Five were baptized and three restored. I
One was bapti zed and two were restored. I begi n S eptemb e r 20 at Riv erdal e church in
begin a m ee ting toni g ht in Wellington, Tex - Dayton, Ohio.
as.
Vernon J. Gnltngan, 1140 4 Barnes Avenue,
Victor W. Kelley; 15015 Delmont Court, Ur- Dallas, T exas, August 3: Since last report
b a n a , Illinois: Since abo ut th e first of the 'there have been five to place membership
y ear, thirteen have been baptized, thirteen and one to be baptized at Scotland Drive
have placed membership, a nd fiv e were r e - in Dallas. She • was formerly a Methodist.
stored at Lin col n Avenue Church of Christ. This makes a total of 41 a dditi ons sinc e
Pat H a rd e m an, our preacher, is h aving an the first of. t h e year . During July we had
influ ence for good on the University of Illi - the hi g hest average attendance in Bible
nois ca~pus . He has been invited to s p eak sch ool a nd h igh est contribution in the hi sseveral times to a large class studying tory of this congregation which Is on ly eight
The Philosophy of World Religions.
Pe·r - years old. We are sellin g $25, 000 worth of
mlssion to offe r co urses in religion for credit Sunnyval e Church of Christ bonds wh ic.h
a t tl;l e University has ju~t been granted. matu r e in from one to ten years so that
Brother H ardeman will teach th ose courses. we may build a new building on our lots
Propositions for a debate this fall w ith an on the corner of Sunnyvale and 52nd St.,
atheistic professor have b een signed. If you just across the str eet from the new Elisha
know of stud en t s planning to attend the Pease E lem en t ary School. Th ese bonds bear
University of Illinois at Urbana, or m emb ers five percent lntere15t payable semi -annually
of th e church located at Chanute A ir Forc e. and are in $10'0 d enomin a tions. We plan to
Base, Rantoul, which is nearby, pl ease no - er ect the building as we go. When we sell
tify us.
the · first $2500 worth, we Jay th e founda-
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tion. · If you should like to m ake an investm en t in 4the cause of Christ in this L isbon
area. of Dallas and buy some of these well
secured ponds, mak e all inquiries and checks
to Sunnyvale Church of Christ, 2507 Scotland Drive, Dallas, Texas.
Quentin A. Dnnu, Box 273, E ldorado, Texas, July 27 : I have time for m'e e tings after
the first of August. I wou)d especia lly lik e
to have some meetings in Oklahoma or Kan sas. I a m willing to go anywhere. If you
need a meeting, contact me at above ad dress, or call !De at 23901, Eldorado, T exas.
Arthur W . Frnucis, Jr., P. 0. Box 924,
Sioux City, Iowa, July 31 : Our s ummer
meetings, conducted by Roy
Lanier and
J ohn McCoy came to a close 1 st night. One
was restored and placed membership. Both
men also were speakers on our local daily
radio program. We were fortunate to have
such able men and their wives with us. The
wives also helped us with our Vacation
Bible schoo l wh ich was con ducted t h e first
week of the meetings. Our high attendance
for the six days was 90 a nd the average 78.
For this mi ss ion point of near thirty members we feel this was very good. It was
about three times greater than last year.
Our younger son, Char l es, was hospitalized
for p olio this wee !< a n d is s till in danger
but prog r essi n g nic ely, th e docto r r epo rts.
Pray for u s.

H:

Geo. A. llleWltorter, Sr., 419 W. 34th St.,
Np rfolk, Virginia : The Lord's kingdom has
been established in a subUJ;ban section of
this city. On September 28, 1952, we had
our fir st assembl ed wors hip in a rented h a ll
with 34 present. With th e h e lp of Chris tians throughout the south and southwest,.
we have purchased a lot for $2,50'0, and
have erected a v ery nice, adequate meeting
house. We have an approximate investment
of $5,0 00, although th e building Is far from
being completed. We h ave .done most of
th e work ourse lv es: having p a id out about
$8 00 for labor (outside ) thus far. The first
meetin$ in our n ew building was :July 5,
1953, with 98 people pr esent. We h ave had
six baptisms so far. W e have a young but
z ealou s group of Christians in this area.
Pray for the work to prosper in this area.
Our building, when completed, will seat
about 250• people. We have six nice class
rooms, a furn a ce room, storage room, and
a study. The outlook Is wonderful and we
need the pray ers of all. '
R. v. Wood, Box 482, Mission, T exas, July
20:
The Lord's wo rl< mov es along in a
v ery pleasant manner here in Mission. Mission is , a town of about 11,0010, h owever,
seventy-five p ercent of th e m are L a tinAmericans, and of course, Catholics, but
th ere is a thicl<ly populated rural area which
are white. We a r e loo ki n g forward to the
opening of the Moore . Flying Fi e ld, w hich
will be a permanent J et Flyin g Field, which
w ill bring about five thousand officers a nd
men to this section. Of course, th ere will
be m any of th em that will mov e th e ir families · here.
We are hoping t h at m a ny of
them wi ll be members of the church. Our
new County 'Hospital w ill be in operat ion
ear ly in the fall.
Thi s will be the first
hospital for Mission. Th ey h ave b een using
the one at McAllen seven miles away. We
are expec ting all this to m ateria lly in cr ease
our attendance and also incr ease our work.
If y ou I h a ve a r ela tiv e who will move h er e
please let me have h ave th eir names in advance and we will see them on arrival. The
churches of th e vall ey have a dally radio
program with different preachers each week.
Worship with us when visiting the valley.
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W. U. Swinney, Bandera, T exas , July 27:
We closed thirt e en months work at Ban·dera yesterday 'Yith a baptism. Vi'e have
accepted the invitation t o return to Natalia,
Texas , where we labored for more than five
years. I preached for t h em last W e dn esday
night and though we have been away two
y ears and e ight months I found the work
very promising. Some of the brethren from
San Antonio have b ee n sumJ ly'in g unt il they
could secu r e someone to liv e among them.
Please notic e the c.hange in my address from
Bandera to Natalia.

eousness, temperance, and of judgment to
come.
Our meeting· was a great meeting
in many ways because souls were saved, the
church was edifi ed, record-breaking crowds
attended, and people h eard the truth for the
first . time.
Th e work continues to grow
here. The attendance is gradually increas ing, and our contributions average a little
ove~· $2 00.00 each Sunday, which is
some thing new for this cong~egation .
However, w e are not unmindful to give the Lord
all the praise. I am to preach in a meeting
in Governadar, New Mexico, August 5-19.
Pray for me that I might not fail to please
•John n. D ills. 4133 Middlesex Drive, San God in preaching the gospel to an indiff er Diego 16, Ca li forn ia, July 20: The last two ent and conf u sed wor ld.
weeks have been very profitable for the
Linda Vi sta congregation. Eleven respondC. A . Ducllll nan, Waxahachie, T exas, July
ed to h eaven's invitation. Four were bap- 30: We are preparing for a ten day meetin&:
tized, seven confessed wrongs and place d h er e at South SidE? to begin August 9th,
memb ership. One of those baptized was a with G. S. Westbrook as preacher.
ServCatholic, one a Baptist, an d one ,a memb er ices at 10 a .m. and 8 p.m. daily. We bapof the Church of God . We give God all the tiz ed a Baptist man last week . Th e church
g l ory for the r esults we have at Lind a h ere wilJ be in the m ark et for a n ew
Vista.
Vi'e are hoping to have our new pr eacher in about a month.
After three
building r eady before the last of this year. years w ith this congregation I can leave
We n ee d it very, • very much. Pray for u s ! the worl<: in good condition, with three good
e-lders a nd everything in h a rmony.
B . B. Hartling, Vinita, Oklahoma, July 27 :
Good rural meet in g near Mena, Ark., with
Hartsell Jolmson, Hutchin son, Kansas :
incre,.se in attendance each service till rains The work here moves along in a way for
hurt the last two. None were baptized, but which we are thankful. The spir it of t hese
the m eeting should h ave run a n ot h er weelc brothers an d 'sisters in the Lord is one w e
An e ld er ly non-m e mb er broke a hip and enj oy being around. Last m onth th e Lord
arm in the Me n a church h o u se to ruri a bill blessed us with e l ev en ad dition s to our
near $500. So jt wo ul d b e a Chri s tia n serv- working forces h ere. We a r e engaged in a
ice to help them have better influence if T eacher s Tra inin g· Class at the present tim e
some g r acious so ul s would send co ntribu - a-nd much inte r es t is b e ing manifested. My
tions to th e c hurch in care of J ack Meadors, wife is g iving s p ecia l Instruction to th e
Mena, Arlc, to h e lp pay th e bill. Th e s uf- women on how to t each s m a ll e r children
fering is e nou g h for th e lady.
more effective ly . When p ass in g in this vi ci nity while on y o ur vacation plan 'to stop
You will find a
John '\V. Hedge, J a ck s onville, Texas, July and worship with us.
20:
Th e meeting with th e church at Ster- hearty welcome.
ling, Oklahoma, which e mbraced the first
Gor<lon L. Downing, Floydada, T exas, July
and second Lord 's days of July, was very
fine inde ed.
The attendance and int erest 27: Th e worl;: is continuing to come a l ong
grew from th e s t ar t an~ thr ee very fine in fine s hape at Floydada with int er est
people wer e baptized.
I did some of my growing daily. Since our las t r epo rt, th e
first preaching as a boy preac her at thi s Lord has bles sed the work with nine repoint many years ago and I did enjoy this spo u ses. Three of these wer e b ap ti s ms las t
return engagement.
I am now in a · fine Lord's day and on e r estora.tion; fouv to place
meeting at Strawb erry, Arkansas, with five m emb ership th e week befor e a nd another
Two of the
baptiz ed and one restor e d so far. I beg·in restored several weel<s ago.
with th e church at Sacul, T exas, July 31. ladies baptized w er e formerly of the Bapti s t church. It was also my pleasure on a
Leon S•n•age, McKinn ey, Tex·as, July 21: visit bac k to Eliasville to baptize in to
Brothe r D e lmar Owens of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Ghris~ a man · in hi s s ixti es whom · I h ad
hoped to see obey the gospel b efore we
conclud e d a v ery fine m eet in g h er e July
m oved.
15th. Three we r e baptized and one r estore d.
Broth er Owens did some of the very finest
Russell JU. Ingalls, A m arillo, T exas, July
pr eaching. It was a joy to b e associated
with him again, as he is the one responsible 29: Brother Guy N. Woods c lo'sed an eight
for my b eing a minister of the gospel. Th e day r•eeting with us on July 12th. Ther e
work c ontinu es to grdw with th e Davis St. were e leve n · r espo n ses : fiv e baptisms, four
congregation. Our radio program cont inu es r es torat ions and two placed m e mbers hip. A
to grow in in te r est a nd results. Seven have vacation Bible schoo l wa'S conducted a lon g
resp onded due to th e radio work. I begin with the meeting. The scho o l ave raged 272
a gospel m eet in g a t my hom e congregatio n , w ith a high of 290 in a tt endan ce. Brother
Vi' oods in s trllfted the adult class from 1
Calera, Ol<lahoma, July 31st.
John. There 'have been th irt een responses
since the meeting making a total of sev John Bullock, Box 484, L ew isville, Texas, enty - e ight so far this year. Of this num July 30: One ot' the best meetings in the ber, twenty - five were baptisms . When in
hi story of the church here, , which dates Amarillo, worship with us at 713 North
back sixty -fiv e years, closed las t night. John son Stre,et.
Brothe r J oh n Banister, evan ge list for the
Skillma n Avenue church in Dallas, · T exas,
Walter Daugherity, Jr., 38l5 rQalia, El
did the p reachi n g, with the write~ l ead.i n g Paso, Texas: In the past thirty days it has
· the s inging and pr eachin g on Lord's day . been my privil ege to direct the s in ging for
Nine r espo nd ed to the invitation durin g this two gospe l me etiiJgS. In tlHl l atte r p a rt of
series of se rvic es; fiv e on Lord's day; a nd Jun e, I was with Brother Mack Kercheville,
four others throughout the m eeting.
Of El Paso, in a bi -lin g ual m ee tin g at Lord s this nu mber, four were baptized, an d five burg, New Mexico. Services were conducted
r esto r ed. Brother Bariister is an outstand - in Spani sh and English-two persons were
Ing preach of God's word. He can present baptized a nd five r es tored. Brother T. W.
the gospel in a forceful, powerful a nd co n- Croo m preaches r egularly th e r e.
During
vincing way, r eason in g with m e n of right· the middl'9 of July, I was. with Brother 0.

•

1 L.

Winborn of Anthony, New Mexico, at the
8625 Robert Drive congregation (Sunrise
Acres) - in El Paso. No baptisms to be reported, but a great deal of interest was apparent .on the part of three ·middl e a.ged
persons; undoubte dly the seed has been
sown, and these people .will r ender obedie nc e to the Lord some time in the n ear
futu r e. Brother A. 0. Wright preaches regularly here, while he "makes t ents" with
Sears store.
After August · 15, I w ill be
avail able for meetings during the fall and
winter, to direct sing in g or conduct music
classes in either English or Spanish .

Jack Southern,- Drumright, Oklahoma, July
27: Th e worl< of the Lord continues in peace
an d harmony here. Four have been baptized r ecen tly. After more th an four years
with the church here, I am m oving to Shidler, Oklahoma, August 16 to b eg in wor k with
the church t h ere. Some of th e b est peopl a
in the world live in Drumright, Ol<la., a nd
it is with reluctance that I l eave. Brother
J . L . Calvert will begin with them the first
Sunday of September.
Joe H . •1\lorris, 2707 Ky Avenue, Paducah,
Kentucl<Y, August 28: Worl< at Clements
Street continues wel l. I closed a fine meeting at Barlow, Ky., las t w eek.
Tho ugh
without vis ible results, much good was don e.
I begin at Antioch, T enn., Au g u s t 9th, and
Walter Hill, T e nn., August 16th. Our Radio
progr a m over WPAD at 11:15 'A .M., Monday
t hrou g h. Friday is the most universally
heard pro g r a m I h a ve eve r had in 25 years
of broadcas ting.
Gorin Uutllerfor<l, 1619 Jackson Avenue,
Lo ve land, Co lorado, July 27: The church in
Loveland, Colo., concluded a ten-day vacation
Bible school July 24th. The. enrollm ent was
83 and th e average daily attendance was 64.
August 28 through September 6 will be the
da te of a mee ting In which Luth er G. Robers of Corsicana, Texas, will do 'the preaching. Thr ee have b ee n baptized recently in
Loveland. Two became interested as a result of h earing the Herald of Truth. If
you h ave fri ends that sho uld be contacted
concerning the church in Loveland, . please
contact u s . The church meets at 730 Grant.
U. v. Wood, Box 482, Mission , T exas, July
27 : Th e work of th e Lord moves along in
a very fine way in Mission. Our Sunday
evening blac kboard lessons are bringing sev eral visito r s who are not memb ers of the
church, a nd gives us a n opportunity to do
some good teaching. We are happy· to note
an upward trend in al L phases of the work,
atte nd a n ce a nd contributions. If you are
co ming to the valley for th e white wing
dove seaso n, a nd they are going to be plentiful, worship with us. I will have time
for t wo m eetings n ext spring or summer.
If I can serve you, please address me as
above. Success to the good old Firm Foundation.
Ben West, Lampasas, T exas, 'July 29: A
fam il y of s ix transferred to us. The m em bership of the congregation r eaching 360.
Ti1e Wednesday nig ht hour of prayer and
t r a inin g h as continu ed· above 200 all summ er, the la r ges t we have had for summer
time. 229 in Bible c lasses last Lord's day,
a r ound 40 0 for morning worship a nd 300 at
night. Sustained interest and attendance is
goo d. Some from among the d enominations
attend the Sunday ni g ht services during the
s umm er while a seri es of sermons on "Contrasts Between th ~ Church of Christ and
Deno min ationalism" is delivere d. We have
abo ut doubl ed th e attendance of the "Union
Night S er v ic es" held at the Christian Church
open air pavil ion.
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lUelvin J,' Wise, 4216 Stanhope Avenue,
Dallas, T exas, July 20: On July 1st I began
my second year with the Preston Road
chu r ch. During the paljt twelve months 116
persons have b een added to our membership; thirty-thr ee by primary obedience;
G. H. P. Showalter and w. M. Dayla
twenty by rest orati on; and si xty-thr ee by
A New Printing of the Enlarged Edition
transfer of membership. We now have 503
members. Our tota l contributions amountPriee1 00 cents1 Dozen, .5.50
We have just printed several thousan~ ed to $72,8 73.32. Our Bible school attendcopies of "Bible Briefs and Sermon Out· ance during the past six months has averaged over 40'0 per Lord's day. Brother Bill
lines."
Printed on the specially thin, opaQue pa- Patterson works full - time in ou r Bible
per with clear, bold type; 216 pages, so thlll •school, and h is work is bearing fruit. We
that It may conveniently be carried In tht l ook to the future with great hope. The
L ord w illin g , I sha ll do the preaching in a
vest pod,ket.
·
m eeting w ith the church at Grapev in e, Tex Contains Nearly 200 Subject and Sermon
as, beginning August 9th.
Outlines
A compr ehensive view of the Bible In Ita
Etl Grantham, Marshall, Texas, July 24:
relation ' to man as set forth In a series ot July 12th, a married couple· and a mother of
scriptural themes by which the Bible be- three ch ildren were baptized into Christ at
comes its own Interpreter.
this place. T his brought the total number
"The Bible," 1"Unity of of baptisms at South Washington in Mar th e Bible," "Com position of . shall to th irteen since April 26th. There
the Bible," "Facts About
the Bible," "Helps for Bi- has been a total of seven teen responses
~le Reading,"
"Rules for during this period of time. From July 13th
Hible Stu dy," ' 'The Dis- through July 18th, the elders of th e So uth
pe n sation s of Religion,"
"Proper D'ivision of the Washington church sent their regular evangelist, Ed Grantham, to Karnack to do the
Word of God," etc.
ScrIp t u r a l references preaching in a mission meeting. Thi s m eetthroughout the outlines. ing was conducted in th~ football field with
A mos t wonderful book
of sermons on the funda - good c rowd s each night. The results were
m ental s and on congrega - that two w ere baptized a nd one was retional
development.
To stor ed th e last night of the meeting. And,
th ese ex tensive ou tUnes
is
added
the
famous beginning Sunday, July 26th, a new congre "Hedge's Rules of Honorable
Controversy,"
set
forth by Dr. L ev! Hedge,
which Rules are generally
accepted and us.ed by debaters.
'
Remember, this Is not only the latest but
from
the "Enlarged Edition".
Every preacher
should have at least one copy for his own
personal use.
WRIH FOR
This book, we believe, has no superior a.e
a book for study In class work. It Is very
Information
peculiarly adaptable as a. text for a. clasl!
of leaders and prospective preachers. Notwithstanding the high cost of f)roduction,
the price remains the same, ' that Is 60c per
I
copy postpaid, or $5.5() per dozen. Why not
send your order today? If you have never
seen this book, you will be amazed at the
JACKSONVIllE. TEXAS
fullness and enormous volume ot Its contents.
W. HEDGE, Representative

100,000 SOLD
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gation of the Lord' s people will begin meeting in Karnack. The brethren at Karnacl'
have &.!ready raised over $500.00 for tha
purchase of a lot to erec t a building on.
The South Washington church along with
the el d ers a re doing a ll that is possible to
see that this project goes over. Th ey are
sending me t o help th em out with the
preaching and u sing local m en at home.
Cecil D. Douthitt, P . 0. Box 6'7, Brownwood, T exas, July 27: One was added by
transfer of membership here at South Side
yesterday, making a total of twenty-seven
responses since we began m eeting in our
new aud itorium. I h ave b ee n away in m eetings much of the time this summer, and
the preaching has been done by the elders
and others in the congregation. My next
meeting will be at Hamilton, Texas, ~gin
ning Friday night of this week. ,
A. E . Findley; P. 0. Box 403, Refugi o,
Texas, July 29: Our meeting with H. Arden
Lawr\)nce doing the preaching came to a
close July 26 .
Th e attepdance was fa ir
co n s idering the hot weather and vacation
time, Thr ee so uls were. baptized .into Christ
and the ch.urch was made stronger.
I
will begin a meeting in Premont, T exas,
August 16 to co n t inu e through the 26th. A
vacatio n Bible school will be taught in con-'
n ection with the m eeting. Pray for · us.

u. R. Forrest, Akron, Michigan, July 27:
The month of July h a s b ee n a goo d month
with the church h ere. Eight were added
to our grow in g fa mi~y of disciples here;
four ,placed m emb ership an d four were baptized y es t '\rday.
Thr ee of those baptized
came from families of denominations. Our
regular attendance has just about doubled
during the last thr ee mo n ths. Th e young
people outnumb er the adults. We are trying to build up a library for them. If you
ha ve a goo d book or books that yo u would
like to give to a good cause, send them to
the Churcl~ of Christ, Akron, Michigan. Th ey
wi ll be taken care of an d used where they
will do t_he m ost good.
J, W. Roberts, Station A, Box 173, Abilene, T exas, July 25: After b eing away on
a l eave of absence for two years, I a m moving· back to Abilene Christian College next
week. I have been promoted to Associate
P rof essor ot' Bible a nd Greel' beginning
w ith the Fall term. My wife a lso will work
for the college as s ecretary to Brother Don
H. Morr is. During the tim e I have been
away going t o the University of T exas, I
have also preached for the church a t Taylo r, Texas: We have enjoyed a plesant a tsociatio n. Brothe r Ed G. S ewe ll of Searcy,
Ark., w ill s ucceed, me in th,e w ork a t Taylor. I am now in a meeting at Holland,
T exas, a nd w ill be with the -church at Florence, T exas, July 31 to Augu st 7.

John H. Banister, 30 14 Skillman Avenue,
Dallas, Texas, J uly 30: During July here
at Sk i llman Avenue church th er e were eleve n responses. One was baptized, two restored and eight were identifie d.
Bible
school average d 623 and contributions av eraged $2,564.43 per Sunday. Jack Nadeau,
whom we s uppo rt in Mun ich, <;>~rmany, ifJ
here for the summer and greatly assists in
t he work: He will be glad to speak on
the German work to any church which des ir es it. I assisted the church in Lewisville, T exas, in a ten day m eeti n g which
closed last night. Goo d crowds with four
baptisms a nd fou r restoration s .
John H.
Bullock is the e v ange list there and he ably
led the singing. I hold a meeting at Oln ey,·
T exas, August 3-12.
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Elbridge B. Linn, 1903 University Avenue,
Austin, T exas, July 28: During th e past
month, ten h ave placed m e mb e rship, two
w e r e restored, and three have b een baptiz ed
at the University Avenue church. Brother
G. H . P. Showalter, who is a l s o an elder of
this congrega tio n, baptized two, one of
whom is a grandson.
I

James W. Reynolcls, Pueblo, Colorado, July 27:
The meeting with the church in
Rocky Ford , Colo., came to a close July 15.
Th e in terest was fine throughout the meet in g. This congregation h as m ade fine progr ess in the las t twelve months.
Milton
Simmons is the p r eacher there. I..!f the last
six weeks fi ve h ave been baptized, seven
id entifi ed~ an d thr ee! restored in our local
work in Pueblo. Worship with th e Broad way & Orman church of Christ when in
Pueblo.
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B roth er .Holcomb again in a m ee ting at
West Liberty, Ky., in October, nineteen miles
from Sandy Hook, in Morgan, County. I
will a lso be moving n ear West Liberty
about March 1, 1954, at wh ich time I will
be avai lab le for meetings . Any congregation desiring my· services may w rit e me at
the, above add r ess. I will d evote the rest
of my life to preaching the word. References wi1l be given upon request. 1 I am
thirty years old, have a w ife and three chil dren. I have been a member of the Lord's
church for nin e years. I am q)litting m y
job h ere in Dayton in order to preacl'l th e
gospel. May the Lord help me' to be of
service to m any is my prayer in his name.
Amen ..

Dilly D. Cawthon, Box 53, Chattanooga,
Oklahoma, July 26: I moved to Chattanoga
Aprn 6 and b egan my work with this congregat ion.
The wor l{ h ere is progressing
fin e and the members are very coop erative
and willing to work. July 20 - 24 we conducted a Vacat ion Bib le School her e. We
had a n average a ttenda nce of 87 with a
high of 92 for two dayg. Our' regular at tendance for Bible study is about 65. We
closed the schoo l Friday night with a program in which a ll th e children participated.
We had chil dr en attending from the Bap tist, Met hodi st, Lutheran, Catholic, Church
of Go d, and Primitive Baptist ch urches.
·Our gospel meeting will be h eld August 312, with Brother George W. Bailey of Oklahoma City doing the preaching.
We lj.re
Foy Kirkt>atrlel<, Box 432, Terrell, Texas, looking forward to a goo d m ee ting . with
Jul y 27: It was the wr iter 's privilege to him . . May the prayers of the saints be with
help in the T eache r Training program of the me and my family in our work here.
Encampment at Mt. Seq u oyah , Fayetteville,
Paul E . Rogers, T exas City, T exas, July
Ark, and otherw ise to enjoy the wonderful
S in ce increas in g 'o ur r ad io time to
fellowship there. It would be a great bless - 27:
in g if Christian families would plan to thirty minutes we have been u s ing o ur lo- .
spend their vacations each year at sucl;l an cal chorus made up of about twelve young
We
encamp m ent. Our wo rk w ith the church at people from tbe congregation here.
Mesquite, a su burb of D a llas, is grow ing. h ave been singing some from some old cop Several n ew f am ili es have mov e d in recently i es of "The New Wonderful Songs" and find
and placed m embers hi p . W e are b eginning that sever a l of the numb ers in that ed ition
a series of cottage m eet in gs of B ible s tudy a r e truly wonderful so ngs a nd adaptable to
in the hom es of various memb ers in prepa- r a dio work.

Jimmy '\Vood, 1803 N . Washington, Odessa,
T exas, July 27: Brother Weslie Mickey' did
the preach ing in our m eeting wh ich was
concluded - las t . e venin g. During the meet ing we h ad 34 r es pon's es to the gospe l invitat ion.
23 of th ese were baptisms. All
here agree that it w as t h~· best m eet in g
th a t th is congrega tion has eve r h a d. Brothe r Mickey did his part well, and we had
to m ove in chairs for eve ry evening service.
W e fee l that we were ind ed fortunate to ration for our m eet in g , Au g u st 23 - 30•, with
be able to have Brother Mick ey for this Hom er P. Re eves of Dallas doing t'h e preachin g. I ·hop e to finish the r esid e nt worl{ on
ser ies.
m y doctorate by the e nd of th e year.
Dennis Kellogg·, HoHiday, T ex as, July 26:
J . B. Hudson, George W es t , T exas, Box
Brother Paul Southern did th e preaching in
a m eeting here th e first ten , day s in July. 60 4, July 28 : Earl y in April Brother GorThree were baptiz ed, three confessed e rrors, don T ee! of Pasadena was with th e church
and one pl aced m e mb ersh ip. Brother South- h ere in a fine me e ting w hi ch res ulte d in a
e rn certainly did some f ine , t eaching and greatly str ength ened m e mb ership. Summer
eiJ..deared himsel f to all of us . He promis ed slump has bothered us but very little. Byrl
us some time for another m ee ting in 1955. •Brockma'n continu es w ith u s in our work
I hav e ju s t return ed from a good m eeting among the Spanish speak ing p eo ple. Brother
a t T eagu e, Texas . We had three r esponses Wayne Partain gav e freely of his time in
there, one baptism, and two to confess Jun e in a five ni g ht meeting w ith the Mexwrongs.
Th e average attendance fo r our ica n s. On the night of July 25 there was
7:00 a.m. servi ces was sixty-nine. Brother a debate . rln Spanish in our buildin g. The
propos ition unde,r disc ss ion was "The Pen David Parker is th e ir beloved pr each e r.
t ecos t a l Church is the Church of the New
A Mr. Salinas aff irm ed and
Paul S. Gray, P. 0. Box 375, Bowie, Texas, T estament."
July 27: V. E. Howard r ece ntly closed a Broth er J oe Dias of San An to nio d eni ed.
good me eti ng h e r e. l]'he att~ndance was Some one hundr ed a n d twenty"five people
better than in r ecent m ee tings especially lo- were in a ttenda n ce and m ost of them w er e
cally. Two were baptized during the m e et- Mexicans. Ev e r y thin g was don e in an oring a nd one h.as been baptized a nd one re- d erly way. My &ummer m ee tings have been
s tor ed since. Conditions generally are on with Wallace Mynatt and th e church at
the upgrad e. Au g u s t 3rd I begin a w ee k- Runge, T exas, and w ith the G r ee nfi e ld Bend
day m ee tin g at Bonita to co ntinue ten days. c11urch, Maury Co unty , T enn. We press on Septembe r 16th I b eg in w ith W. B . Freeman ward in the Master's work knowing full well
a nd th e n ew congregat ion in Ashland, Ky . that th e greatest we do is so small in com This will be th e ir first m ee ting in their new parison w ith what he did for us. Stop by
basement m eet ing hous e. Octob e r 4th I be- an d worship with us when p ass in g this way.
g in at Shaw Av enu e, Cl evelan d, Ohio.
John w . Pitmun, 141 Milton St., Dayton
3, Ohio, July 26: Brother Willard Holcomb
<Jf LaFollette, T enn., and I ·were in a mis sion meeting at Sandy Hook, Ky., July 612. The attenda n ce was very goo d throughout th e m eeti n g . We found one m ember,
a s ister who h a d ob eyed th e gospel rn Mob il e, Al a ., liv in g there. She ~will pe able to
m ee t each L ord 's d ay there in th e court
hou se at 2 p .m . Bre thr en in n earby coun t ie s will m ee t with h er. S ever a l w h o attended promised to k eep coming. The gospel was preached daily th er e on th e stree t
in front of the court hou se. I did th e preaching of a day ov er the public address system. Many heard the gosp e l taught in its
JlUrlty for the first tim e.
Brethren, this
is a mission f iel d. Will some , congregation
sen d a preach er there for a meeting this
tall? The co ur t house can be used any
time t-or a meeti n g.
I p la n to b e wi th
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CHRIST OR MODERN'ISM
Off the press but few days with only
one public notice. Orders are coming' surprisingly fast. Pardon me, but I believe
it contains docum entary facts that every
believer in the Bible sl].ould have. $ 2.50.
W.W.OTEY
Belle Plaine, Kansas
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 s. Marks AvenRe
Brooklyn 13, New Yorlt
WILLIAM N. FRYER-Evangel..t
ROGER W. HAWLEY-Evangell•t
Sunday-10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.lll.
Wednesday--7:30 P.ltl.
Phene: PRe•ldent 4-47'36

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply of
fr esh, pure, unl eavened bread for communlon
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package a nd three of the pa~kages to the large
car ton-all car efully seal ed so It will keep
ind ef initely. Every co n gregatio n sho uld have
on h a nd a g oo d supply at all times. Price:
Larg e ca rtons, eac,h, $2.35, postpaid.
FIRiU FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 71, Austin 61, Texus
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dealing with "Custom".
The chapter on
"Deaconesses" will
provol<e study and
thoughtful consideration.
Those teaching
ladies classes will find a fruitful field of
13tudy here. PreaC'hers, elders, teachers and
a ll Bible students will welcome this book
to our growing field of Hterature.
"Sound Doctrine", Vol. V. C. R. Nichol.
The Nichol Publishing Co., Clifton, Texas.
1953. pp. 167. $1.50.

P. D Wilmeth

Those who have used Brother Nichol's first
four volumes of Sound Doctrine, will need
no iJ;Jtroduction to this f ifth volume.
It
has no doubt been eagerly waited for since
the last volume came from the press. It
is what the title implies, sound doctrine.
This volume begins where the last one quit
off-at Sinai. The f ir st lesson in this book
is on The Wildern ess Journey. Then follow
some general topics such as : Names and
T,itles of Christ, two lesson s , Th e Great Sa lvation, What Must I Do to Be Saved? Infant Baptism. Two cas es of conversion are
given, and two l essons on the Second Comin g of Christ, closing with one on Eternal
Life. Any one of these lesso ns is ~orth th e
price of the book. This, a nd the fi rs t four
volumes ought to be in th e home of every
member of th e church. If you have n't ordered your copy, do so today.

'

active, loyal church in Bulawayo, Southern
Rho d es ia where his father and Fay Short,
Henry Ewing and others are worl<ing. He,
with th e m, will be doin g evangelistic work.
Brother Claasen w ill ne e d financial support.
.The wr iter knows him to be sound in the
faith, c l ean in life, a nd zealous for the work
of the Lord . He commend·s him for the
noble t ask to which he has set his heart
-preaching th e gospel in Southern Rhodes ia . He is d ese rving of our prayers, financial support a nd encouragement. His present address is Harding College, Searcy, Ark_
After August 14, his addr ess will be Station A, Abilene, Texas.
Jumes B. Scott, Harlingen, Texas, August.

A fin e young woman and a high schoo l
girl have b een baptized here at Harrison
a nd Eighth during July, and a young man
stat ion ed at th e HAFB, was res tored toduty. '.rhree h ave placed membership with
us during th a t time. Th e work gives every
indication of developing into one of the
very f in est. The brethr en are "of a mind
to work," · and we confidently expect great
things from th e m for th e Lord in the months:
ahead. Pray for us.
1:

"A Discussion Between a Preacher and a
Priest." By Leroy Brownlow. L eroy Brownlow Publications. 3716 A ve. L, Ft. Worth,
T exas. pp. 226. 1953 . $2.. 50.
\ ·

"Things To Con s id er." By W. M. Dav is.
Firm Founda tion Publishing House, Austin,
This volume contains thirty questions perTexas. pp. 161. 195 2. $3.50.
taining to · Roman Catholicism as aske_d by
Ler.oy Brownlow, the preacher for the PolyHere is a lon g awaited volume from the techhic Church a;;f Christ', .Fort Worth, T e xfacile pen of Brother W. M. Davis, for years as . Law r enc e M. DeFalco, prjest of Saint
the front p age ed itor of th e Firm Founda- Patrick's Roman Cathol ic Church in Fort
tion. His circle of friends is large ind eed, Worth, answers twenty-nine of the quesand this volume will come as a long cher- ,tions.
The thirtieth question is answeret.l
;_shed dream- now you can have the cream by the Blessed Sacrament ~oman Catholic
of his writings over this g r eat span of Church in Dallas, T exas. Brother . Brownyears.
low replies to each answer. This is one
The volume is 'divided into e leve n cflap- of t)1e finest handbool<s on the ave r age
ters, and each of these bro'ken down into questions which come up for discussion that
s ub-top ics. No one will read this book of ·this scribe knows about. It is a very singuessays without profit and edification to his lar and unique pr.esentatiol). of the issues ,
or her soul.
The chap t er h eadings are: · a nd is a "must" book for all who want to
Sound Doctrine, Obedience and Disobedience, be informed. Here we have both sides of
The Sin of D e nominationalism, God's vVis- the que s tion.
Both cannot be right.
We
d<;>m and Mar(s Foolishness, God's W ays and be li eve the side espoused by Broth.er BrownMan's Way, The Sin of Presumption and low is the corr ect on e.
T he r eader .c an
Substitution, Faith and Grac e, Christian draw his own conclus ion s . We would lik e
Living, Worldliness, Spiritual Growth, and to see this bool< on the shelf of every m em Good Works. For the speaker who wants ber of the church, not only so, but r ead
something on his shelf for r eady r eference, and diges ted.
this is the volume you.._ h ave been waiting
Any of the_above books should be ordered
for, and for th e beginner in the Lord's f rom . the Firm Foundation Publishing House,
work, this book affords r eal spiritual food
that will prove its worth in the years ahead. Bo'\ 77, Austin, T exas.
a---No r eader of th e Firm Foundation will
want to do without this volume, a nd we
can heartily comm e nd it in its so undn ess,
a nd clarity of pres e ntation.

ALEXANDER J. CLAA.SEN PLANS TO
RETURN TO SOUTH AFRICA IN THE
AUTUlUN

"God's Woma n-Her Sphere."
By C. R.
Nichol. Th e Nichol Publishing Co. , Clifton,
Texas. 1953. 186 pages. $2.00.

Alex Claasen, a native of Southern Rhod es ia, ~outh Africa, plans to return to his
hom e in Novemb er after having spent approximately five years in the United States.
During hi s r esidence here he has be en preparing himself for mission work in his own
country. He has spent about four years in
Abilene Christian College and one year at
Harding College In this preparation, graduat in g from the former with a B. A . degree
an d the latter with an M.A. degree with a
major in Bible. Brother Claasen has preached regularly while at Harding College whiclj
has also bee n helpful in training him for
his work in Southern Rhodesia.
Brother Claasen will be working with an

This volume was first published back in
1938, and another edition ·wen t forth this
year. It is a presentation of the place of
women in the social and religious llf e as
revealed in the Bible. There is no volume
in print precisely like this one.
Brother
Nichol has rend ered the brotherhood a favor in bringing these studies to our attention. It is at once recogniz e d that n ot all
will agree with every conclusion drawn by
the au thor, and especia lly on such p assages ·
as the one in 1· Cor. 11, and the one chapter
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WRITE FOR LITERATU RE

'GRIGGS EOliiPMENT' CO •.'

.: '!,':·'·

- Belton, Texas

- -

MODERN
CHURCH

PEWS
Designed for com · rt

$4.75 per ft., less 25% unassembled
Write for literature

0. L. HALL'S CABINET SHOP
.601 West Main
Henderson, Texas
Due to my lon elin ess, after my wife passed
away, I would Ji!re to get eno u gh m eetin gs
to keep m e bu sy for a year or mor e. I want
nothing for my labor, just m:v trav el exPE-nse from one place to another, and my
keep while there. I will go anywhere, to
white or co lored congregations. I can give
r ef erence. If some congregations can help
me out this way, I will apprec iate it be yond words to express.
0. E . CORRELL
liJtunUJidy, ·Illinois

LISTEN

HERALD OF TRUTH
ABC Network 1:00 P.M., Sun;
Sermon: Aug. 9, "Eternal
Secmity"
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MAJESTIC
Testimony of a great singer, singing school teacher and
composer of hymns.

"I have examined most of the songs in
the MAJESTIC HYMNAL with great
care and associated with others have
sung !nearly all of the .songs!

"IT IS MY DELIBERATE CONCLUSION THAT
THE "MAJESTIC HYMNAL" IS THE GREATEST . HYMN BOOK THAT HAS EVER
BEEN
.
PUBLISHED FOR T H E CHURCHES 0 F
CHRIST"-W. N. Bohannon, Los Angeles, Calif.
•

r
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
PRICES:
Full
maroon
board · binding, stai!"led
marker, per copy $1.00.

cloth
edges,

P. 0. Box 77
Austin 61, Texas

SpE>cial leatherette binding, any
quantity, per copy, 80 cents.
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W. M. DAVIS
Negligence
This word does not sound like sin. On its face it has an
innocent appearance. If one inadvertently takes t he life of
. another person, he may be charged with criminal negligence.
A woman was sentenced to the penitentiary for letting her
child starve to death. A man was sentenced to prison fo r
driving his truck over an old lady and killing her. Neither of
these intenped to take life. They neglected to. do what they
could to save life.
Any one who knows his duty to God, but neglects to do it
is a sinner. James says, "Therefore to rum that knoweth
to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (Jas. 4:17). He
may intend to do the neglected good sometime, but that good
purpose does· not save him if he dies while neglecting his duty.
Having a knowledge of duty makes one responsible for failing
to do it. A man may know that he must eat wholesome food
to have good health, but if he neglects to take the food, he
will get sic'!c His intention to take food some time does not
keep him well.
It is probably true that the ·majority of alien sinners who
die without obedience really intended to obey the gospel some
time, but that good intention does not save them. The writer
of the Hebrew letter says, "How shall we escape if we neglect
so g reat · salvati on?" Christians who know their duty, but
fail to do it, cannot be saved. There is no substitute for doing th e will of God. We m ay do everything else, but that does
not justify us. A' man may trunk that because he does not
have bad habits the Lord will save him. But the worst bad
habit of all is the habit of not doing the will of God. Every
day that one does not do the Lord's will is a day of s~n.
The people who lived in the days of Noah were lost because
they neglected to enter the ark. People who wish to be saved
must be saved in God's way, and in the place where God wants
them to be saved. People can no more be saved outside the
church than they could be saved outs'ide the ark. Sinners
must seek salvation in the Lord's way.
.
The Great Teacher
Rig.ht thinking people regard J esus as the world's greatest
teacher. Some who h ave not regarded him as the Son of God
have declared that he has no equal as a t eacher. This esteem
has been bestowed up9n Jesus· in all age~ of the world. He
was despised by some in his own day on earth, but even his
enemiee were astonished at his wonderful works and the great
lessons that he taught.
·
Nicodemus, who was a ruler of the Jews, paid a high tribnte
to Christ when he said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a
Teacher come from God; for no man can do these miracles

that thou doest, except God be with him." Here was an honest man-one who was not biased by his preconceived notions,
but was honest, weighing well all the evidence in a case. His
conviction of Christ's' divinity was irresistable. In his mind
the evidence was so overwhelming that he said, "We know
that thou art a teacher come from God." He did not express
an opinion, but declared the only conclusion that sensible ·people could reach by the evidence in hand.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Protecting Church Property
By R. 0. Kenley
For several years I have been preparing deeds and charters
for congregations, with the sole purpose of protecting those
who desire to worship and serve God in the New Testament
way, in the use, possession, enjoyment and ownership of their
church property. This precaution is necessary, due wholly to
"weak," "affected pious," "truth in love," "compromising"
preachers and elders. If the truth walil taught and practiced
by preachers and elders, all "fence breaks," "innovators," "premillennialists," and "ism carriers" would find themselves so
lonesome in a f aithful congregation, that they would either
the slogan; "Where the Bible speaks, we speak; where the
learn the truth or cast their lot with those of their belief.
Lack of respect for the silence of God's word, in most cases,
is responsible for defections and. divisions in the family of God.
The Campbells, more than a century ago from a very careful and diligent study of the ·New Testament, gave birth to
Bible is silent, we are silent" ( 1 Pet. 4:11). This slogan was
recognized by all members of the New Testament church for
something like 25 or 30 years as the correct rule by which
to interpret the New Testament. Many v.ery able and prominent men, including ;femes A. Garfield, who afterwards became president of the United State s,~ accepted the plain Bible
teaching as interpreted by the Campbells, Stone, Smith and
others; however, these newly added men ~nd- women, many of
whom -were leaders in worl-dly affairs, were not taught, "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ,
hath not God" (2 John 9). They ~ere not taught to completely substitute God's "righteousness" for the "righteousness" they had known before accepting the truth. God's "righteousness" in many congregations is now being badly choked by
the "righteousness" of the world or by the "righteousness"
of the Roman Catholic Church. As the result of lack of New
Testament teacrung the ultra worhily wise, the untaught, and
, many women and children some seventy-five years back, un-
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der and by force . of the majority rule, took charge of most congregations throughout the United States, and adopted themselves a slogan, which is the antithesis of the slogan promulgated by the Campbells, and which likewise contravenes New
Testament teaching, and which is, "Where the Bible speaks,
we are silent; where the Bible is silent, we speak." This deflection is now the Christian Church in the United States.
The doctrine of this religious body isc so broad that it will
permit the doing of most anything as acts of worship. This
defection placed mechanical musical instruments in the worship, adopted and approved missionary societies and other or- ··
ganizations as adjuncts of the church, in fact have done everything and gone to every extreme to which sectarian religious
bodies have gone. Some of its congregations even receive
as members unbaptized persons. Another principle practiced
by this body for many years after it gained numerical supremacy (which principle all now condemn in Hitler) was
that "might makes right;" actuated by this principle, , those
who held to the slogan of the Campbells (being in the minority), were "kicked out," and deprived of the use and possession of their church property. The result being that David
Lipscomb, Tolbert Fanning, E. G. Sewell, the Srygleys, A. McGary, J. W. Denton, J. W. C):!ism, A. J. McCarty, G. H. P.
Showalter, Chas. R. Nichol and others had to revive anew the
restoration movement theretofore set in motion by the Campbells, and fight from the "grass roots" up; this they did without pay, fear or fflvor; the numerous congregations now
throughout the United States are due directly and indirectly
to the faith, zeal, cour'a ge, and sacrifice of these pioneers for
the truth; they are examples of "truth in love" (love for the
word of truth). The so-called Christian Church is a living
monument to soft, compromising preachers and elders in the
church seventy-five years ago. The necessity for restrictions
in deeds and charters of congregations in this age is a monument to the fact that we now have preachers and elders who
will not preach and · who will not permit and, or, demand to
be preached the truth as to religious error and "isms."
Restrictions against "termites" could be placed jn a deed,
but the restrictions alone would prove futile, unless when termites show up they ai·e promptly attacked and eradicated.
Just so with "innovations" and "isms" in the church. If you
go to collaborating and playing with them, before you realize,
they have aligned the doctrinally weak members with themselves and are in such numerical number as to cause trouble
or destroy a congregation.
My observation is that when a merhber of the church loses
respect for the "silence" of the Bible, he will soon lose respect
for the express and affirmative teaching . of the word, and
when once he "jumps the ·fence" he will go all the way to
"Sodom" before stopping.
·
By the adoption of the 18th Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, National Prohibition against the manufacture, sale and use of intoxicating liquors became a part of
the fundamental law of this nation. The drys, prohibitionists,
temperance unions, preachers and church members, upon the
adoption of this amendment blasted out an "Amen," that was
heard throughout the civilized world; then went to sleep, de- .
pending upon the Constitutional Amendment and the laws
enacted to carry it out to make sober citizens. After it was
too late we discovered that the legal provisions made were
not self operative, and that instead of making total abstainers of our children, it had made drunkards of many of them.
There is no substitute for affirmative and strong teaching
against doctrinal or moral error. Restrictive clauses in deeds
and charters to the property of congregations will not dispense
with strong teaching and the making of strong fights against
"innovations" and "isms." Lovers of the truth should not be
afraid of insulting any one by "contending for the faith."
In the sheep raising areas of Texas many ranchers 'in th~
past few years, in order to prevent depredations to· their floc.Ici

from wolves, have enclosed their ranches with "wolf proof"
woven wire fences; however, now and then a wolf gets on the
inside. When he is discovered the owner gives the alarm, and
all neighbors with their dogs come and join in the hunt and
chase until the wolf is captured and destroyed. Elders, preachers and Christians should keep a close look-ouC for doctrinal
"wolves," and when one is found in the congregation, do not
begin "petting" and trying to "appease" him by giving him
a class, calling upon . him to lead in prayer, lead the songs,
and, or, wait upon the Lord's table, but on· the contrary he
should be l'landled in such way that he would do no harm to
others. The preacher and elders should at once commence
definite teaching so as to enlighten him, if he will permit, if
not, then the truth will drive him to other parts. In most
·cases he will go to the Christian Church or to some 5ectarian
church.
"If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine
(doctrine of Christ), receive him not into your house, neither
bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John 10-11).
Sterling Building,
Houston, Texas.

"That Where I Am There·Ye May Be Also"
OR

Where Are Christ and His Apostles Nowl
S. H. Hall
(An address delivered over K.F.V.D., Los Angeles, California, August 9, 1953).
"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions;' if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also" (John 14:1-3).
These are the words of our Lord to his apostles the night
of his betrayal. We v{ant to study these words with the idea
of seeing whether there is not "A famine of hearing the words
of the Lord on this scripture." In 'Amos 9:11 such a famine
is prophesied of, and this famine was on among the Jewsthe very best that could be found-when Christ came unto
them. Note it is a fa111ine of hearing and not a famine of
the word-they had all of the word. it is . easy to see how
this famine was brm.ight about. The Old Testament was given unto the Jews to bring them unto Christ, but they had
failed to study it and their ignorance and being wedded to
the traditions of men, had blinded their eyes and they could
not hear. They were commanded to "Seek ye out of the book
of the Lord and read" with the assurance ~hat those who did
this would not fail. See Isaiah 34:16. But this they failed
to do and their lack of knowledge of the book in their hands,
that they had been commanded to read, caused God to reject
them. See Hosea 4:7. "My people are destroyed for lack
of knowledge, because you have rejected knowledge, I will
reject you."' Christ, in his teaching and conduct, kept himself one hundred percent in harmony with all that had before
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been prophesied of him, and these Jews being steeped in the
tradition of the elders and the doctrines of men, were ·unable
to see in Chr~st their promised Messiah and judged him to
be an imposter. Or as Peter puts it in Acts 13:27, "They
knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which "were
read every sabbath day." In John 5:45-47 our Lord teaches that
the Jews could come to see and understand him only through
what was before written of hfm. This throws light on this
great famine of "hearing" that cursed Israel when Christ
appeared among them. It is safe to say that· only those Jews
who came to look at Christ through the eyes of the Old Testament teaching in the Law of Moses and in the Psalms and
in the prophets ever received him. This is the whole secret
of our Lord's difficulty in teaching the very best from among
the Jews whom he selected to be apostles.
It seems to me that Christ spoke too plainly to be misunderstood about his kingdom, the kingdom that he was to establish, that it was not of this world. But in spite of his plainas-day speech the apostles themselves did not hear him. They
had the traditions of me~J, perverted ideas as to the kind of
kingdom he was to establish, to such a degree that, in spite
of three and a half years teaching from the greatest teacher
that ever walked on earth, they did not come to understand
the n~ture of the kingdom until after his resurrection. Their
misconception of the nature of his kingdom caused them to
be contentious, and to resort to various schemes to get from
our Lord the promise of being seated on the right and left
when his kingdom was established. You know the story of
James and John's mother joining them in their efforts to obtain from Christ the promise to be so seated when the kingdom was established-see Matt. 20:20, 21, 24, and the other
disciples becoming indignant against the two brothers for this
effort. What was the trouble? "A famine of hearing the
words of our Lord was on," and it was the false ideas about
• the kind of kingdom that Christ was to establish that brought
the famine on. Just as the false ideas about the kingdom
today, as to its present condition and what it will be in the
future, causes good men, men of brains, to be as blind and
as deaf as a fence post to the teaching of our Lord about
the kingdom now and in tke future. Tell me not that this
' is not so! How exceedingly ridiculous the thought that Christ
came to re-establish David's throne, to re-establish National!
Israel, and the Jews would not receive him and he had to
defer this until his second coming! The Jews would certainly
have received Christ in such a program. So it is claimed
Christ must come again and do the very thing tliey wanted
him to do, and rejected him for not doing. Some doctrines
make not even nonsen~e, and this is one of them. Yet many
are wedded to it today, and all because of a famine of hearing
the words of Jehovah.
The mistake that Peter made was based on the hope that
Chl·ist >vas to re-establish David's' throne and National Israel,
and free 'them from the Roman yoke. . He• meant every word •
he said when h~ declared that all may "forsake thee," but I
will not, "I'll die before I forsake thee." And when he unsheathed his sword and began to use it, he meant to die there
in his tracks, if necessary, to defend his Lord. Our Lord's
rebuke, then letting himself be bound as a culprit and led
away for trial, disconcerted him, and he, with John, "followed
afar off" as Christ was led to trial. It was this that caused
him to deny with cursing, that he knew Christ.
The stupendous miracles Christ had performed during his
ministry established in Peter's heart that he was the Christ,
~nd to confess Christ as such.
Can you not see how hurtful
a famine of hearing is? No greater curse exists today than
this famine of hearing the plain-as-day words of our Lord
about the church, how to become members of it, what to do
to get rid of our past sins, and how to live and go home to
glory after dd1th.
But that ther is a famine of hearing now what Christ said
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in John 14:1-3 ca:nnot be doubted. Every commentator I have
ever read and every sermon I have ever heard on this scripture carries me away beyond earth time to the scond coming
of Christ, when this promise to the apostles was soon to be
fulfilled. So we ask the question: Where are Christ and
his Apostles now?
1. I think no one will question the correctness of this iUlswer. Christ is now on the throne of the kingdom, set up in
the days of the kings of the Roman empire that Daniel declared would never be dest-r oyed. See Dan. 2:44. But if you
want to quibble about this kingdom, meet me on this statement-he is ·a t the head of his church, his spiritual body,
he is the door to that church, the High Priest in that church;
and he is in its foundation as the chief corner stone. See
Ep. 1:22, 23; John 10:9; Eph. 2:20. But also he is in Zton,
as the tried stone, the precious corner stone, the sure foundation. See. Isaiah 28:16. There can be no doubt about it. Read
Acts 13:32-37 in connection with 2nd Psalm verses 6 and 7.
But when our Lord was talking to his apostles in John 14~
he occupied no such positions except in Jehovah's intentions.
He was placed in the foundation of Zion, the everlasting kingdom, the church of the living God, after he was perfected, and
this took place on the "third day," the day of his ·resurrection.
See Luke 13:31, 32; Heb. 5:9. This was the day that God
could say, in truth, "this day I have begotten · thee." This
was the day of his resurrection. Paul says in Col. 1:18 that
he is "The firstborn from the dead." In 1 Cor. 15:20 Paul
declares, "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept." And Rom. 1:4 it
says, "And delared to be the Son of God with power, aicording to the spirit of holiness, by the re~rrection from the
dead." Yes, and this forces me to · read Psalm 118 :22'-24:
"The stone which the builders refused is become the head
stone of the corner." This is the Lord's doing, it is mar. velous in our eyes." "This is the day which the Lord hath
made;" the . day on which the greatest event in the histary
of the world took place, namely the resurrection of Christ.
And to place everything beyond a doubt, read Acts 4:8-12
and there we find Peter quoting- this very prophecy and applying it to Christ at his resurrection. Yes, I am sure we
kno¥1 where Christ now is-he is in his cburch, from its foundation to its top stone.
2. But where are his apostles? These are the men to
whom he uttered the words in John 14:1•3. In Eph. 2:19-22
w.e find these words-"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens of the saints, and the
household of God (Church of God); And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone; In whom .all the building
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord: In . whom ye also are builded together for an habitation
of God through the Spirit."
Yes, not ' only are the apostles in the foundation of the
church with our Lord, but here is where he "raised us up together, and makes us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus." See Eph. 2:6. Here is the first heaven, if you please,
and I am in it. How could it be possible for the church today, in which the apostles sit with Christ, founded not only
upon the apostles but the prophets also, if the Old Testament
prophets were talking about Christ re-establishing David's
literal th r one in Jerusalem and re-establishing national Israel?
Did Christ fulfill his promise tb his apostles? Or is this
promise to be fulfilled to these men after the heaven and the
earth are no more and the ne~ heavens and the new earth are
set up ? Read all of the chapter. He stated that he would ,
send them another Comforter, that the Comforter dwelt with
them then but would be in them later, that "At that day ye
· shall know that I am in the Father, and ye in ' me and I in
you." He also told them that the works they had seen him
do they would do also, and greater works they would do because 'he was going unto the Father.
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The church was not then established. It is called the "house
of God" (1 Tim. 3:15), "the household of God" (Eph. 2:1922) "God's habitation" and in it Christ is found as the chief
corner stone with the apostles in there with him.
Have we answer:ed the question-Where are Christ and his
apostl'es now? And there is no man. living that can scripturally extract these three verses from the context and fly
away to heaven and prove Christ had his mind that far removed f rom what was just before him. We say much about
the rule by which to interpret the scriptures, viz. (1) Note
vho is speakirng, (2) To whom the speaker is addressing him:se1f, (3) What .he is .talking about, (4) Under what dispen:sation he is speaking. Beginning at chapter 13 of John's gos·pel and reading on through the 16th chapter, Christ is the
;speaker and the apostles are the ones addressed. Of course,
ithere are statements made that include us, but . when it is done
ithe .statement is distributed and you can see it goes out beyond the apostles and includes others. Read .thoughtfully
John 17, the prayer with which our Lord ended this lengthy
ad{lress he gave his apostles the night of his betrayal, and
you will see there the apostles are first prayed for, then he
reaches out and gets you and me, provided we have been
made believers through the words of these apostles unto whom
Christ committed the "ministry" and the "wo~·d of reconciliation."
Yes, I am in the same place the apostles now are with their
Lord; it is the first heaven, and here we are made to "sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2:6). Yes,
here we are in that family that exist in heaven and on earth
and where we are blessed exceedingly abundantly above all
\ve think or ask.
No, the church is not the vestibule of the kingdom, it is
the kingdom itself. Note in Eph. 3:20 it says, "Unto him be
·glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end." Never will there be anything established · that
excels in glory the church of our Lord, and we never get out
of it unless we turn our backs on Christ and cause him to blot
our names from the book of life. How we need to heed the
a(\monition-"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should 'be called the children of
God.'' that our names should be enrolled in heaven, that we
should be in his church or body, living in vital contact with
our Lord as the head of this body, and where all the angels
are our ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to us because we are heirs of salvation. See H1!b. 1:13-14).
Iclere, let me say that some get no more joy, strength and
peace out of being in "the Father's House, the church of the
Living God," than others get out of being members of the
.Masonic order or that of the Odd Fellows.
Let us read thoughtfully l Cor. 2:9, 10.
Old Testament saints looked forward to what we have as
we now look to the highest heaven. Hear it-"But as it is
written"-written in the Old Testament-"Eye hath not seen,
nor ear beard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
i:lte things which God hath prepared for thetn that love him.
'But God hath revealed them unto us (the apostles) by )lis
spirit." And again 1 Pet. 1:8-12, "Whom having not seen,
)'e love; in whom, though now you see him not, yet believing,
~ce rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory; Receiving
the ~nd of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of
which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto
y:m : Searching what or what manner of time the Spirit of
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the suffering of Christ, and the glory ~hat should
follow."
Can't you see we now have what eye had never seen before
itOr what ear had never heard, and what naver before had
entered into the heart of man? How I wish I could find words
tc express it.

is

And listen again to what
said of u~ who are in this first
heaven-"For we are not come unto the mount that might
be touched"-Mt. Sinai from which the law was given-"But
ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living
God" (the place Christ was to prepare· for his apostles as
well -as us), "The heavenly Jerusalem". Yes this place again
Christ was going to prepare-"and to an innumerable company of angels"-our ministering spirits sent forth to minister to us in the church. See Heb. 1:13-14. "To the general
assembly, and the church of the firstborn which are written
in heaven." In it not wonderful to have your name written
there?- "And to God the Judge · of all, to the spirits of just
men made perfect"-a thing they could not have under the
Old Law. · Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all the sainted dead before Christ came are with us here, because they had the promise but could not obtain and enjoy it until Christ made the
atonement and established his church. Read in Heb. 11:39,
40-"And to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and the
blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things than that of
, AbeL" Did not J esus say he would go and prepare a place
for these apostles and come and receive them unto hiJ;nself,
that where he is they should be a\so? Did he do it? Or,
is God who spoke the world into existence, in a i'noment's
time, still working on it? A1·e they not with him in this
house of God which is the church of the living God'? Are
they not with him in the foundation of this chur ch? Are
we not built upon them, as children of God, with absolute
remission, our names enrolled in heaven, and have we not
received that kingdom that cannot be moved? Read it in
Heb. 12:18-24, 28.
And this is not all. Hear the Sph·it again in Eph. 3:14-21:
"For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Of whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the
riches of his glory, to be -strengthened with might by his Spirit
in thl! inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height and to know the love of
Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye m)ght be filled with
all the fulness of God. Now unto him that ' is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen."
Now, did you get it? But note it says we have to be rooted
and grounded in love, to be able to comprehend this. Someo~e says, "I cannot comprehend it." Well, John tells us why,
"But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh
in darkness and knoweth not whither he goeth" (John 2:10,
11). Yes, you deceive yourself into the thought that you love
· God when you hate him, and that you love your brother when
you never loved anyone except those who did exactly to suit
you.
Yes, there is such a thing as an immediate and a remote
application of scripture. I will not argue with you who have
used John 14:1-3 for funeral sermons so long that you know
not how to ~onduct a funeral without it. That there is a remote application of this scripture ,I deny not, but that there
is an immediate application and it applies to the apostles is
a certainty, and to every soul who is indeed a child of God
thmugh obedience to the gospel of Christ. I sometimes think
we have too many star gazers. A man sitting and gazing at
the stars and starving to death with food right under his
nose, and he will not drop his eyes down a bit and see it. Yes,
when quoting this scripture early in life, my heart was carried away; above and beyond the immediate application which
I thank God I now possess. . I am conscious of the fact that
I am in the house of God, the church of our Lord, and have
angels attending me all the way, and. I am~ afraid of nothing

fuesday, Au,g.ust 18,. 1953

FIRM

FOUNDATION

but sin,, which we should strive to abhor and shun even its
appearance.
There is a joy that is unspeakable and a peace. that passeth
all understanding, so the Book declares in Philippjans 4:4-7
and 1 Pet. 1:8. It seems to me that when we are "blessed with
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, and are in the
church whel·e Christ does for us "exceeding abundantly above
all we think or ask," where every experience we have brings
a blessing (Rom. 8:28), that joy unspeakable and a peace that
goes beyond all understanding is a matter of course. The
true church is made of those who hold fast their confidence
and rejoicing in hope steadfast unto the end. Read it in Heb.
3:6. Too bad when the sinner ou't there sees that the joy and
peace you claim to have is not worth having, is no more than
what he himself finds in the pursuit of carnal pleasures.

The "Direct" and "Indirect" Method
Of Supporting Missionaries
· G. C. Brewer
(Continued from last week)
( 2) The fallacy of your question here lies in the word,
"handle." In "handling" the funds of any churcl~ oi· individual, there are certain limitations, of course; but there
is such a thing as "h~ndling" funds that . does not violate
any principle or assume any authority other than that which
convenience makes necessary. If a church sends funds by
means of a cashier's check, then the bank "handles" the
/
funds , but to assume that the bank displaces the church
and acts for the church in a s~nse of robbing the church
of its position and function and glory is too absurd to be
considered. However, it is not any more absurd than the
argument of quibblers on these very poin~s about which you
are inquiring.
Your "A" and "B" divisions are answered by the answer
to the question itself. The matter is not scriptural if it is
done in the •w ay your question implies and assumes that
it is being done, but again I am ready to deny that any
such thing is being done and to state again that if it is, I
have no information of such action.
3. The book, chapter, and verse ptinciple. You state that
you have been taught always to look for book, chapter, and
verse for our teaching and practices in the Lord's work: So
have I always been taught this, and I have myself stood on
the platform and P''reached and debated, both orally and in
writing, for fifty years. Yet I have never seen any principle
that has been worse abused, perverted, and misused than
this principle. In matters of faith this law holds good, and
for this I contend with all my soul. The authority of Gop.
must be back of all that we do in his service, but when the
thing that we are doing is unquestionably authorized by the
Scriptures, fb.en the method of doing the thing, if not described and commanded, must be left to our own choice. This,
you admit, and yet you say that the method of cooperation
is clearly described, which is not correct.
To illustrate how this princlple has been abused: F~r many
years some o-f our own brethren contended that the method
of getting our money together on the Lord's day was described. They said that we were taught to go up and lay it
on the table; that this, being the divinely described method,
excluded and precluded any other method! I have been chal·
lenged, defied, and da1>ed to cite an example of a New Testament church's "passing the hat!" If you had been born a
little earlier, you'd probably be calling on me to help you
meet this challenge and tell these brethren where to find
the scripture that cites the method. The fallacy lay in the
fact that thl:l method of taking the· co.l lection is not described,
but I ·never convinced those who challenged me to present
an example, and I had to wait for time to change the think-
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ing of the brethren and for death to remove some of them
from the earth. Still some can be found who hold this view.
Take another example: Recently ' a brother submitted a
question to me, which is very similar to the questions that
you have sent in. It was not only a question, but a challenge,
and that was to cite a scripture example where a church or
the leaders of a church gave thanks for the contribution on
the Lord's day. The ·brother told me in his question that he
could not find any such example, and he implied , if he dill
not state, that I could not find it, either! Yet he caned upom
me to cite it! (This sounds a little like your letter, does "it
not?) Of course, my first admission was that I could not cite
any such example. Do you think it is wrong, therefore, to
thank God for the contribution? I do not think so, and yet
I do not insist that such a thing be practiced. In fa.c t, w-e
do not do this at the Jackson Avenue church where I preach
and where I am an elder. I submitted a question in answering
this man worded like this: "Should we feel thankful to God
for the degree of prosperity with which he has blessed us?
Then should we feel thankful for the amount that has been
placed in the hands of the congregation to be used for the
glory of the Lord? If we should feel thankful for this, would
it do any harm to te.l l the L<Jrd that we are than~ful, or
should we just feel it and say nothing about ft? However, this
is only used to illustrate a point.
As another illustration, let me tell you that I know a
brother who calls upon me and all other preachers to cite
an example where any inspired preacher or tea,cher ever told
a congregation to sing an invita.tion hymn. He will not attend services because the brethren have the habit of singing
an invitation hymn at the cl~se @f a sermon. Of course, if
you should ask this brother to give an example of where
any apostles ever gave an invitation, he might have trouble
in finding the example,) and, nevertheless, you and I both
know that he could easily find the principle. But these are
some of the points over which brethren quibble.
4. Is tl1e method of cooJl'8ra.tion revealed here? As to the
churches' cooperating, you state that the method is described. I have said· that this is incorrect. On this, let 1111
notice the following points:
(1)
The church at Antioch sent a contribution to Ju~
drea, O·r to the saints wh9 were in dist~ess there (Acts 11:
29, 30).
(2) There were a number of churches in Judrea (Gal. 1:
22). · How many, we have no way of knowing.
(3) Yet the money that Paul was coUecting is expressly
said to be for Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:5; Rom. 15:31; Acts 24~
I
I
•
11; 21:18, :1,9).
In the reference cited in N<!mber 1, it is said that Barnabas
and Saul delivered the contribution to the elders.
Now
whether this means to the elders O·f the one church in Jerusalem or whether it means that these men traveled through
Judrea and delivered the contribution to the elders of the
several churches, we do not know; Yet you assume that the
method is clearly revealed and described. The implication is
much more in favor of the fact tj:lat they delivered the money
to the one church in Jerusalem. This is what Paul did in
Acts 21 :_18, 19, and the other references that state he was
taking it to Jerusalem. So the inference ·here is that the
money was delivered to one group of elders and these elders
distributed it to the saints, for it was for the saints that the
money was collected. Some brother may think he knows how
this was done, but we know that he does not know, and if
he states either as a definite conclusion, he is assuming
something that the Bible does n<;>t clearly specify.
5. Do we have "centralized control" here? Another illustration of knowing what was said in the scripture and al!lsuming that we know just how the matter was P'erformM is
found in this ·reference. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 11:8 that
lie robbed other churches in order that he might preach to
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the bre t hren a t Corinth without charge. Note the f act h ere

that he s~ys "chur ches." Then remember that in Phil. 4 : 15
Paul tells t hat ch u rch t hat when he d epar ted _out of Macedonia in the beginning of the gospel no ch urch had. fe ll ow~<>hip - with him in the matter of g iving and receiving ~xcept
ti:hi.~ one churqh a t Philip pi. Now when he left Macedo~ta, he
--went first to Athens, but r emained there only for a bnef pe'("iod and established n o congregatiqn th er e, b ut went on t o
~:rin th He remained there e ighteen m onths a nd established
"li. ch ur ch . se· t h is is t he time th at th e · Philippian church was
t h e only ch urch t h a t was cont r ibut ing t o h im , an d. yet h e
s ays "church es" wer e su p portin g him. Eith er Phtl. 4 :1 5
contradict s 2 Co r. 11:8 or e lse one chur ch represents a plurality of chu rches ! Now , le t JlS see t he possible expl anat i OJ~. If
we will r ea d th e ninth a nd t enth ver ses of 2 fjor. 11, we
h av e Paul s aying tha t whEm h e was in w ant at Corinth , th e
brethren who ca me down f r om M aced onia s uppli ed his wants .
T her e wer e three churche_s in Macedonia tha t we know a.bout,
namely, P·hilippi, Thess alonica, and Ber ea, so proba bly the
brethren who ca me down from Mace doni ~ brought con t ri_b uUons from these thr ee chur_ch es, but h ow would y ou h annonize that with the state me nt that no church, except the one
at Philippi, contributed to him? Now then if you will g o b ack
to th e eighteenth chapter of Ac ts , whe r e we have th e story
.of Paul at Corinth! you will find that the brethren who came
down from M;cedonia were Silas and Timothy. Now , wh ere
had th ese brethren been in Mace!lonia? P r oba bly th ey visited
the three churches, but, seemingly, they made Philippi their
headquarters .' and, according to Luke's own use of the pronoun, Luke himself remaj.ned at Philippi for a number of
ye a rs (Acts 16 : 10-15; , 20:5). Now could it be possible that
all the ch ut'ches of Macedonia contributed to Paul while h e
was at Corinth but thes e funds were "handled " by Silas
and Timothy? They, having come from Philippi, · th e whole
m a tter could draw some support fr o m the fac t that the chur ch
at Pnilip pi s ent P a ul while h e was at Thessaloni ca.' Possibly,
th er efo r e, th e ch urch at Philippi continued to feel r es pon s ibility for th e o ther congr egation s and, a t leas t, t o coo perate
and h ave fello wsh ip with th em in sendin g th e gospel on into
other regions. These points ar e bro u ght to yo u r atten tion
just to remind you th a t yo u c~n be t oo " cocks ure" in sayin g
you know exactly t he me th od 'used·, t he persons or t he agen t
·. who "handled " the funds, the amo unt given, the date on
which it wa~. · given, and everything down to· the minutest
technicality of a r igidly drawn .blu eprint of action . This is
the basis on vyhich the whole contr<>versy rests, and it is almost too foolish to be called a fallacy.
6. A committee handling money. Another illustration of
methods and committees, etc ., m~y be found in the fact that
Paul was acting as a collecting agent for churches in Galatia,
Macedonia, Achaia, and possibly other places in getting mouey
£()r the saints in Judrea. One man -was the appointed agent
of the churches-not of one church, but of many churches;
therefore, an employed servant of a plurality of churches to
travel with ' Paul in reference to the collection and disbursement of tllese funds. Moreover, P'aul told the brethren at
Corinth that they would have the privilege of selertit'<>: s ome
of their own members of Paul's c6'mpany or "committee" to
"han-dle" these funds and get them up to Jerusalem, where
they would be applied to the purpose for which they were
given, and if · the brethren felt that this committee was not
properly empowered or worthy to be trusted, Paul said he
would , himself, go with them to Jerusalem. Why, in the
name of all tbe quibblers that breathe t~day, did not all
these churches send their money direct to Jerusalem instead
of turning t(lese funds ove r to a "committee" ;yith an employed servant and the apostle Paul? Too bad some of our
brethren were not living then t o s t art a paper and d isfellows h ip P aul and. his co mmittee!
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7. \V11en money is contributed F OR a known missiona.r y,
is it contributed TO a church? The next fallacy which we
must poin t out is the assu mption t h at: money co n tr ibu ted
to the support of a missionar y is sent .to a church, when it is
only sen t through the church. The contrib ut ion is not made
to the ch u rch-it is made t o th e m ission ary, and th e chur ch
t h a t "handles" a ll the f unds ~h a t go t o that m ission a r y does
so upon exactly the same principle t hat the bank h and les
the· funds in · the illustr ations u sed above. To ass ume that
one chu rch exercises a uthority over an other chur ch or th a t
one churc h represent s a combin ation of chur ches, organized
into a u n it larger than an independent church, is a n assumpti on that is baseless, a nd , as s aid a bove, is a char ge of a
pr actice a bout which I h ave no infor m a tio n .
8. Others contribu te to t h e :mission a r ies t hrough u s. Le t
me ill us tra t e the point of a chur ch ' s sendin g to t h e m issionary
ins tead of to a church. W eldon Bennett, a missionary in
Ge rm a n y, is spon s ored by th e Jackson Avenue church , and
we g uar a ntee ·h is su p port. Before he went to Germany, he
lived a t Compton , Ca lif. , and preached for a church in that
city. , When he wanted to go to Germa n y , his home congrega tion w as 'Willing to rel ease him and also to contribute to
his s upp brt, but the 1 church was not financially able to assume his support and t o g uarantee the -amount that he would
ne ed , but Jackson Aven ue sponsored him , which means that
we sta nd re~ponsib l e for him to any brethren anywhere who
might .want to help him in this foreign work. Aiso , we underwrite his s alary; we guarantee that he shall have a stated
amount a nd that he will not be allowed to suffer for the
necess a:r,y tl1ings for his family. The church at Compton, California, immedia tely promised $50 a month, or $600 a year,
for his support. For fiv·e years t hat church has been sending
to u s a ch eck f or $50 each month. This check is never reckoned as our mon ey; it is immediately placed on the books
to t h e cr edit of Compton, California , and for W eldon Bennett. That church is definiteJy sending to \ :Veldon Bennet t.
They kn ow th e m a n; th ey know his family; they love th em
a ll; th ey wattt t hem t o h ave s upport, and they rejoi ce that
a str on ger church h as g uaran teed that s upport. Since w e,
as the ··sponsoring chur ch, should know how m u ch he is r eceiving so that we will k n ow h ow m u ch we will have to s upp(y, it is a matter of co urtesy that th ose w h o wan t t o send
to Brother Benn ett either send it thr ou gh us or send u s a
statem-e nt of the ani.oun t sent to hi m . W it h u·s, it wo uld not
matter. at all if they sent the money directly to Weldon Bennett and then sent us a statement of th e amount they were
supplying to him. It is only a matter of convenience a nd
courtesy and on the same principle of a bank's handling •
funds.
This same principle holds good ·wi th r eference to Richard
Baggett in Japan . We also sponsor him, but we are receiving funds from three other congregations, located here in
Memphis__:Richard's parents are in one o-f them-that desire to have fellowship with Brother Baggett and the work
in Japan. we have told them and also have told Brother
Baggett, that if they preferred, there could be direct communication and their checks could go directly to the man on
, the ground, and all we needed to have is a n accounting as a
matter of bookkeeping of what they are doing. This is the
attitude and the practice of the Broadway church in Lubbock
and of the Union Avenue church in Memphis, we believe .
We have Paul's example for wanting to pr'o vide things honorable in the sight of · all men . 1\IIost men agree that money
should be handled honestly and honorably, and it is a pity
that they could not apply the same principle t o controversy,
but they do not. They handle reports a n d facts and even rumors in a way that co ul d never be sq u ared wit h the prin'Ciples of honesty. They also. handle the ScrLptures deceitfully.
(Co;cluded next week).
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M. Norvel Young
What Does the Bible Say!
After Baptism, What?
Once in awhile I meet someone who has not been faithful
to the Lord for years and I ask him this question: "Are you
a Christian?" , "Oh yes," he replies, "I was baptized into
Christ forty years ago at such and such a place." He makes
this reply as though any one ~hauler understand that he is
truly following Christ simply because he once put him on in
baptism (Gal. 3:27). Surely evm:yone should be baptized
and enlist in the service of Chzist, but beginning is not finishing. Being born of the water and the Spirit is only the
beginning of the Christian life. As a newborn babe we must
partake of the spiritual milk of the word of God. We must
exercise ourselv·es in godly living. We must worship around
the Lo.rd's table each Lord's day. We must serve as faithful
Christians in the home, and in the church, and in the community. Too many people have the idea that the command
to be baptized is the only important command of Christ. It
is most important, but it is just the beginning of a life of
obedience.
Last week we left Paul after he had obeyed the . command
of the Lord which Ananias brought -him: "Arise, and be baptized, and wash a1Vay thy sins, calling on the name of the

Generous Gift Made by a Christian.
At Lubbock
M. Norvel Young
Brother Sam Hardwick, a member of the Broadway Chuxch
of Christ since 1924, left the majority of his estate to help
train children and young people in the Bible. He passed away
Sunday, July 19th and his funeral was conducted here at the
church Tuesday morning, July 21st. Burial was near Dumas,
Texas. Brother John T. Smith
and Brother J. V. Davis assisted in the funeral. He left
land valued at $125,000.00 to
Abilene Christian Cpllege to
help ·train boys and girls in
the Bible and related subjects, and to help them to
live the Christian life. He
left other properties and
money • valued at around
$200,000 .00 to be divided
equally between Boles flame,
Tipton Orphan .Home and
Sunny Glenn Orphan Home.
He wanted homeless children
to have a hon'1e and to be
taught the Bible. He had
expressed a desire to include
the new Children's Home
Sam Hardwick
here for an equal share, but
illness overtook him before he could carry out his intentions.
We here at Broadway will miss Brother Sam for he was
very faithful in his attendance at all of the services and had
an interest in every phase of the work. - He was born in 1875
and at the age ' of 21 he left his home at Little Elm, Texas,·
in Denton County to seek his fo1tune in West Texas. His
father gave him ·the best team and wagon that he had and
told him to make a go of it. He had practically no money.
He went to Goodnight, Texas in the Panhandle and spent the
first winter there and then homesteaded a section of land

Lord" (Acts 22:16). Paul obeyed this command because of
his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. This was the beginning
of his life of trust in the Lord. He spent some time in Arabia
and then returned to Dama~cus and to Jerusalem preaching
Christ "that he is the Son of God." Thus he began the thrilling life of such service, sacrifice, and soul-winning that he
could say at the end: "I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there
is laid up for me .a crown of righteou·sness which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall. give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all of them also that love his appearing"
(2 Tim. 4).
Did you once confess Christ before men as the Son of
God, repent of your sins and put the Lord on in a burial in
water in the likeness of his death? Are you now faithful to
the Lord you confessed? Are you walking daily in his steps?
Or are you content to face God in judgment and tell him
you started the Christian life, but fell by the wayside. Let
me appeal to you if you are a "backslider," a lukewarm
Christian, an indifferent child of God, to come back to your
first love, repent of your sins and confess your fllUlts to your
fellow Christians, and pray for forgiveness' (James 5:16).
God will forgive you for Christ's sake and you can· start
on the road to heaven again. Do it today'!
north of the Canadian River near Dumas, Texas. Later his
sister and her husband came to live there and they worked
hard to make a living. He used to tell the story that one
winter they would have starved to death if . a number of cattle
hadn't drifted down to Texas from Kansas. They froze to
death on the drift fence on his land and he skinned the cattle
and sold the hides and got enough money to buy groceries.
In 1902 he married Fannie Clark. To this union one child
was born in 1911. The child only lived five days. He had no
other children. His wife died in 1922. He worked extremely
ll.ard. He ran a freight wagon from Ha1tley to Dumas. In
the winter time he used a sled to carry the freight. It is
said that he is one of the few men who could make a round
trip from Hartley to Dumas with a ·mule team in one day.
He used eight mules for the sled and four mules for the wagon.
In 1918 he moved to Lockney, keeping {'is property in the
Panhandle and in 1924 he moved to Lubbock. He obeyed the
· gospel at the Broadway ~hurch of Christ in 1925.
He was always intel'ested in the care of homeless children
and contributed to the three homes mentioned in his will while
he was living, regularly through the church here and also individually. He was interested in training young men to go out
and preach the gospel and it is thrilling to consider the fact
. that "he being dead yet speaketh." Through the energy that
he stored up in the money that he has left, homeless children
yet unborn will be carea for, for many years to come. The
gospel may be preached to thousands through those who will
be trained by the money which he has given. We here all
rejoice in his generosity. May the Lord bless these gifts that
they may ever be used in harmony with his will and do the
most possible good.
May we take this opportunity to suggest to Christians who
read this that you consider making your will so as to include
the. church or some Christi~n school or .orphan home. So many
people could include such work in their wills if they only
thought of it and arranged for it. Perhaps you would onl'y
be able to leave ten percent of your estate for such a work,
but if several thousand did that consider what it would accomplish in the next fifty years. Perhaps you know of someone who would like to do something like this in his will. Why
not speak to him or her about it and encourage him to re.member the Lord in the final disposition of his property.
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EDITORIAL
THE CHRIST AND HIS TEACIDNG IS THE
SOLUTION OF ALL EARTH'S PROBLEMS
The world today needs Christ. In ai old hyil'l~, we
used to sing: "Earth hath not sorrow that heaven
cannot heal." The benevolence and philanthropy of
heaven as revealed through the teaching and exemplified in the life of our Lord provides relief from
all the troubles that distress s:in-sjck souls and brings
to the human race the only reliable assurance of life,
hope and happiness. Hence those who are now
preaching to the lost the unsearchable riches of Christ,
are the heavenly appointed evangels of life, and love,
and hope, and happiness. To carry out the will of
God, let us continue every possible effort in preaching, or in helping others in preaching the gospel publicly and privately, not only to the utmost extent of
our own fair land, but throughout the length and
breadth of all lands in I all 'the foreign fields of the
remotest parts of the earth. We are thankful to our
heavenly Father that the churches of Christ at the
present time are going forth in this mightY, work with
a conviction that says: "We are well able to overcome the forces of evil and erect over the demolished
ramparts of Satan, the banner of the cross. Thousands abroad are rejoicingly accepting the gospel of
the Christ, in its simplicity and ' power, and s~ying
as they become obedient to the faith: "We never
heard it before."
Note: This article appeared on the front page of
the Norwalk, Connecticut ' daily newspaper and over
50,000 requests for extra .copies came in. It is another
sign of the revival of concern in spiritual things.
IN THE BALANCE- THE CHRISTIAN WORLD
James Powell-Tuck
The S'ituation of our world today is so grave that
every American must. be ready to face facts and be
willing to seriously ask himself-"What can I do
about it?"
1
We think the situation boils down to asking yourself this simple question'
Just how important is it TO ME to be living iri
what is generally called "a Christian World?"
Reply to this question honestly and you will have
the answer to where this nation and the world as we
know it are headed.
All signs point to another great tragedy in history.
Read .the history of the l"ise and fall of the Greek,
Roman and French empires and you will recognize
so ~!early that those same signs are present in our
nahon today.
·
The tragedy is that in the short space of time since
our forefathers founded our nation we see these signs
of decay that brought about the collapse of those modern. world empires.
·
With the firm belief that hard work and real faith
lin God would bring forth their reward, the Pilgrims

Tuesday, August 18, 1953
G. H. P. SHOWALTER, BdJtor \

laid the foundation from which has grown the riChest
and most powerful nation in the world today.
This priceless heritage of ours 'is in danger!
·The great advances made in science·and technology
have brought to us richness and an easier way 6f living. But man's need today seems to be primarily for
the material things of life--such things as a television
set, a refrigerator, an automobile. Dozens of other
labor-saving devices for our homes are terribly important.
A Bible and a seat in church seem to have lost their
importance.
God definitely has been forsaken!
What then is happening? No one can deny that
there is a _serious decline in moral concepts. Too many
iof us are willing to say that we are Christians, but
when it comes to living a Christian life we do so on
our own ,terms.
Sometimes the truth hurts and· it makes us ready
to deny it, or go in:to a shell, or try to justify ourselves. Sometimes, thank God, though the truth hurts
it brings an awakening and a willingness to do something to set things right. That time is now-it must
be now if you, like other men ·and women, want to
safeguard your heritage so that your children will have
a better chance to live in peace, happiness and security
·in a truly Christian world.
We urge each Americn-you and your friends and
neighbors- to give a little more of yourselves to God's
purpose when he gave you your life.
Is all this possible? It should be simple.
Man has inherited from Go~ the power to do great
things. If this inheritance and this latent power that
is in every m3.jl1 are harnessed, ~f the minds and hearts.
·1of all men will be moved, the world we want fo-r our
K:hildren l\nd grandchildren is possible of attainment.
We need not fear a tragedy that can be avoided.
Remembering the past let us all, with courage and
lhigh faith in the promise of God, accept th·is challenge
and start today to repair the damage to man's souL
Norwalk, Conn.
COMMENDATION

Dear Brother Showalter:
Yo,ur editorial of July 21, "On To Neglected Fields," is.
·an article of a generation. Not often do such things appear
with such fine urgency. We are convinced that we should
turn from an unbelieving person, or community, after dueefforts have been made to get them to hear. T:tJ.en why should
we not, as you suggest, wash our hands of the · unconvertable
"church member"? Instead we continue coddling him while·
1
he rubs his feet on the church year after· year~
Some weeks ago, I selected a fine sectarian community in
this section and asked some brethren to provide the needed
comforts for an audience-1'11 do the preaching "and risk
gasoline money." The Baptists have a large tabernacle there,.
but I much prefer to be independent enough that no one
can put me out, for it is likely that I would say some things
Baptists would not endorse!
Ye~, your editorial is an unusual one, if we take the average. We are playing at the task laid upon our shoulders ..
"Pour it on!"-F. L. PAISLEY, Temple, Texas.
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Lucian 1U. Farrar, Conway, Arkansas, Au-

gust 3:

FROM THE' HARVEST FIELD

I baptized one here yesterday.

J. 1\I. Gainer, 231 Rale igh Avenu,£ Knoxville, Tennessee, August 8: I just closed a
meeting at . Oak Grove, Tenn., with one restored. I go next to Cumberland, Ky. The
work at Broadway church in Knoxville is
making the very best of progress .

L . Duane Crutby, 503 Ojai Road, Santa
Paula, California, August 5: After' a ministry of three and a half years at Corona,
Wyatt, Sawyer, 310 N. Madison, Madison- C!if., we have moved to worlt with the
ville, Texas, August 3 : ,Our forces were congreg·tion h e re. So far two have placed
strengthened h ere yesterday by one bap - m e mbership a nd one has confessed wrongs.
tism and one restorat ion.
This is a w ell established congregation of
long standing in the beautiful Santa Clara
Bill •rltotnl>Son, Lufkin, T exas , August 3: Valley ' abo ut 70 miles north of Los Angeles.
I baptized a man h ere Thursday afternoon,
. Fretl Custis, Haskell, Texas, August 8:
and a lady eighty years old at Zavalla FriThe meeting at Megargel, Texas, closed Auday night.
gust 5th with five baptized and several resto~·ed .
They asked u s to co;ne back next
Billy H . Patterson, Box 563, Twin Falls, yea r. The worlt at Hasl~ell- continues fine.
Idaho, July 31: During the month of Ju,ly
three people rep ented ,and confessed wrongs
A . E. "\VIckllmn, 210' Hill St., Roscoe, Ohio,
and were restorpd to their first love. In- August 4: Good meeting with good singing
terest is good and we are loolting forward · in Pennsville, Ohio. Attendance was large.
to a continu ed prosperous work.
Congregations in these parts are cooperat-

Paul T. Dumm, Charleston, South Carolina, August 4: Since our last report, one
has been baptized. Broth~r Paul Manning
will begin a meeling with us on September
20 to run ten · days. When in Charl eston
worship with us at Sans Souci and Hester
Streets. This Is in the northwest section of
the city.

William n . Kug·Jut, Jr., 506 Cotton Avenue,
Caruthersv ill e, Missouri: Good interest was,
manifested by the presenc e of many pupils
in the vacation Bible school conducted here.
We had two hundred and eleven present for
Bible school which is a r eco rd-break ing
attendance. Two have been r esto red to the
fold .

I

L. C. 1\leDonalcl, Sterling City, Texas: The
church here is in need of a lo cal preacher.
Intllrested parties may either write me or
call me at 5104.
Orville Newman, 228 N. 3rd Avenue, Oak dale, California, August 1: , Two baptisms
and two confessions of wrongs r ecently.
Pray for us and the work here.

)

Robert p, Stewart, P. 0. Box 459, Grass
Valley, California, August 4: · All attendance records were broken with the excep tion of Sunday morning. Two more r estorations since our last report. Come and visit
with us:
This congregation needs all the
support it can get at the present. Th ese
people are worthy.

w.

'

s. Wiley,_ 503 E. Huisache, Kingsville,
Texas, August 7: One man, head of a. large
family, was restored to the fellowship last
Lord's day. Do you have a son or daughter
who will attend Texas A & I College this
fall and winter? If so, Jet u s know how
to contact him Qr her. We will do a ll possible to ent:ourage faithfulness to the Lord
on his or her part.
,

J, o·. Jonet<, 1014 Beech Street, Little Rock,
Arkansas, August 7: I h ave just returned
from Texas where I was in a good meeting
with Brother Claude McClung at Mansfield.
There were two additions. I am to return
in 1955. There were two baptisms in the
meeting at Roclt . City, Ala. I am to r eturn
there in 1954 for my fourteenth meeting
there. I will begin at Bono, Ark., August
17 for ten days.
·

Durwood Boggs, 7825 Hillard, Dallas, Texas, August 1:
The L ord's work in the
Pleasant Grove church continues to prosper.
We seem not to have much of a summer
slump.
The attendance and contribution
are holding fairly !liteady. During July thre e
were baptized and one restored to duty. One
family w ith two members moved away. I
am now in a meeting with the church in
To1ar, Texas. Crowds have been good so
far.
Earl E. 1\lcCord, Corning, Arkansas, August 7: Brother Denton M. Neal and I be gan a meeting l ast night at East Prairie,
Mo., to continue through August 16.
It
started off in the u sual way with gospel
singing, prayer, and good preaching. I -will
go to Reyno, Arlc, for si_x nights, Aygust
17-22. From there I go to Dorena, Mo ., to
begin the 23rd. The arrangements at Mun cie, Ind., are in<!ompl ete at this. time. I will
have time for work about the fourth of
September. I teach vocal classes or lead
the singing in meetings. Write me.

ing in this meeting. I will hold a meeting
at Wolf Creelt in October.

Ju~nes A. Jolu•son, 124 Circle Drive, Cleburne, Texas, August 6: Last night Texas
Stevens of Dallas closed a good meeting at
Midlothian with six baptisms. 0 . C. Bevill
of Dallas and Leroy Moore of Midlothian
directed the song service. I recently conducted a weelt's meeting at Parker with
Wm. A . Brown, 1013 Main St., Corona, Cal- one restoration as visible resu lt.
ifornia, August 4: After about two years
Barton Davis, 447 West Ross, Farmington,
. of pleasant and .profitable work, I have re signed the work at Baldwin Park, Calif., New Mexico, August 1: Dur ing the past
and have accepted an invitation to work two weeks five have been baptized, six have
with the church in Corona. The work is confessed sins and two identified here at
off to a good start and I am anticipating Northside. Attendance records for Sunday
morning and Wednesday night were also
a profitable work for the Lord.
broken. The auditorium is about filled for
J. O<les Forsltey, 1507 Cleveland Boulevard, both morning services.

Caldwell, Idaho, August 3:
After closing
two years work with the congregation in
Boise, we began a p e riod of work yesterday
with the congregation in Caldwell, Idaho.
Brother Meredith preceded me in the work
here and has done a fine work. We hope
to accomp lish much good while laboring
with this fine congregation.
Rufus R . Clifford, Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, August 5: Our worlt here is prospering. Three were qaptiz'ed recently. Eleven
were baptized and one r es tored in Summertown meeting.
Elmer James is the fine
preacher. Charles M. Jones and I baptized
seven from Ethridge. Stanley Brewer, the
preacher, and the church a r e doing a fine
worlc I am in a meeting at Fall River this
weelt.

Eugene Soffor<l, Box 252, Farwell, Texas,
August 6: The Farwell congregation was
greatly edif ied' in a recent meeting with
Osby Weaver of Greenville, Texas, doing the
preaching and Burl McCoy of Merkel, Texas,
directing the singing. Capacity crowds attended each service, and two were baptized
into Christ.
One has been restored since
the meeting.

..
c.

~~~~~,,

B. ·Glasgow, Blum, Texas, July 27: My
wife and I attended and enjoyed a pleasant
and profitable meeting that closed at Blum,
T exas, last night with one o,! the leading
women of the town being baptized. Brother
Willard Morrow did a wonderful job preaching the gospel . in this meeting, assisted by
Brother A. C. Chaney, local minister. Brother Morrow held 52 meetings last year and
is preaching every day now. Pray for him
Gordon L. Downing, Floydada, T exas, Au- and us.
g·ust 3 : Interest is growing at each serv ice. We lacl(ed thr ee people ih our Lord's
Chester Estes, 301 Grand Avenue, Shefday morning Bible classes last Sunday of field, Alabama, August 4: I closed at Zion's
equalling our record attendance. One sister Rest, near Booneville, Miss., August 1, with
came forward to confess faults and to place seven baptis~s .
¥Y son, Charles, l ed the
membership. Several of the c hurches in this s inging. He is now in a meeting at Pleas area are cooperating in a daily radio pro- a nt Site, Ala.
We were back with the
gram and this is bringing much favorable Highland Park church August 2. The conresponse. This program can be heard at tribution was $314. I will begin at Theo,
8:30 a .m. on Sunday an d at 4 p.m. each week near Cori nth, Miss., August 9.
day except Saturday at 900 kc.
James 0. Wilburn, Box 11, yruver, Texas,
Albert lL Teddlle, Box 152, Midlothian, Aug·ust 6: I have just returned from Hill
T exas, August 4: I will be a student in the City, Kansas, in a mission effort whicl\
University of T exas Medical School in Gal - resulte.d in the beginning qf the church.
veston. I would like to have Sunday ap- Hundreds of calls were made, tracts dispointment work somewhere near Galveston. tribut e d, and the seed was sown. Churches
I am preaching for the church of Christ at a t Guymon, Okla., Gruver, Texas, and LuVenus, Texas. I have been preaching about cerne and Ransom, Kan., made contributions
three y.ears, one year as regular minister ot song books, tracts, song leading, and
. for the Venus congregation. After August preaching. Two have been added by trans20 I can be contacted at 3808 Avenue R, fer of membership at Gruver. John Maples
Galveston.
assists us in a meeting August 9-19.

\
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Reeder Oldlmn•, Box 26, Gainesboro, TenGeorge Tipps, 211 West Grand, Jacl<son,
In our vacation Bible
Tennessee, August 4: Thr ee responses, one nessee, August 4:
for baptism, a t Highland last Sunday. Our school 245 enrolled, 166 average attendance.
Seven were b aptiz e d and seven restored here
third child, a son, was born July 27th.
and in m ee tings at White's Bend, McCoins Tllomas F. Sltropslllre, 221 E . Garfield, Del ville, and Big Branch.
Rio, T exas, August 4:
We m oved to Del
111. D .. lUanning, · Jr., Winters, T exas: The
Rio last week to work with the church here.
We are sure that our associatio n with thes E.' Winters congregation is supporting Brother
brethren will be pleasant and our prayer is B ill Wiley in a mis.sion work at Monmouth,
that much and lasting good may be accom- Ill. He has been there s ince August, 1952.
Th e church here is sending me there to
plished in the Master's cause.
give them a meeting which will begin Wed·
n.esday night, August 1 2, extending through
H. H. Dunn, Huntington, Arkaqsas, AuSunday, August 23.
gust 6: Sinc e last report to the Firm Foundation I -have been in meetings In CaliforFlavil R.. Yenkley, Sr., ·508 S. Oklahoma
nia, Oklahoma, Tenn.e.ssee, Arkansas, and
St., Weslaco, Texas, August 3: The work
now in Ol<lahoma at Keota with l'ecord atof 'the church in Weslaco moves forward
tendance.
We have had several baptisms
in a satisfactory way. Progress is slow,
and restorations. Seven baptisms at Branch,
but the work is encourlj,ging.
Since my
Ark., just before coming here. How truly
last report there have been four additions
the gospel of Christ is God's power to save
here: 1 baptism, 2 restorations, and 1 by
them that believe.
transfer . of membership.
We are encouraged by the possibilities here.
Beryl Bodenllnm, 515 Ann St., Montgom ery, Alabama, August 6: I just finished a
Ester\ ~[IIcon, Box 101, Richard City, Tentwo weeks gospel meeting in a tent at Oak nessee, August 8: June 14-21 I was in a well
Valley, Ala.
There was a. good crowd at attended meeting in Anderson, S. C. There
all of the services and Brother Dennis Hines was an average attendance of tlfty-two perdid a wonderfu l jol:r of leading the song sons each night.
An average of twentyservice. We had ten precious souls to obey three children were in the nightly Bible
the gospel call and be baptized Into Christ. C'lass. The brethren were pleased with the
meeting.
Anderson, S. C., is a town of
Neal lllarslmll, Ft. Worth, Texas, August 30,0fr0 people, yet the faithful brethren are
I was with
8: Next Lord's day will mark the beginning carrying on the good work.
of our fourth year with the ch u rch liere at the Carlgar ch u rch near Athens, Aia., July
Diamond Hill. . During that time, we have 26 through August 2. Good interest preseen a wonderful advance in the cause of vailed and one was restored.
Christ. On the same date that we began
o u r fourth year of work, the congregation
w. R.. Craig, Quitman, Texas, August 2:
w ill also begin their third year in their During July I preached in two good meetnew building with plans and bids in hand ings, one at Alba and the other at Salem,
to enlarge. I have been unable to preach both in Texas. Here In Quitman last week
·for ,the la·st five Lord's days due to a throat three were baptized, three placed ·memberdisorder, which also forced me to · cancel ship, and <me was restored from the Christwo meetings. I am much improve d at this tian church. Today brought to a close my
writing and have begun my regular duti es . work with 'the Quitman church. Tomorrow
:again. Visit with us when possible.
we move to Magnolia, Arkansas, to work
with the church there.
Albert F. Brown
My n ew address is
C. E. lllcGaugltey, 2407 W. Linco ln , Spring- will follow me here.
1'ield, Missouri, August 7:
I spoke four P. 0. Box 6·97, Magnolia, Arkansas.
nights of the first week of · the Yos e mite
Encampment. Eight were r estored and two
E. Pan! Mntthews, 4823 E. 60th Place,
baptized. Wonderful fellowship. The cause M;aywood, California, July 27: Brother Foy
is growing in California. I closed at North L. Smith of Cleburne, Texas, has bee n w ith
Side in Midland, Texas, last Sunday with us for the past t e n days in one of _th e most
twenty baptisms and eighty-five confess ions successful meetings in the history of this
of wrong. I am speaking six rtights this congregation.
L arge audiences attended
week at Spraberry, new congregation in each service, seven persons responding to
the oil field south of Midland. So far four th e invitation-four baptisms, three reclaimhave been baptized, one r es tored, and one ed-and much good was accomplished otherplaced membership. My next me etings will wise.
The Maywood church continues to
be at 14th and Main, Big Spring, Clinton, show steady growth.
I will be with the
O'Ol<la., August '21-30, and Tuckerman, Ark., Cen~ral church in Reno, Nevada, August 16August 31-September 8.
28, and at Burney, California, August 30
through ~eptember 12.
Basil c. Doran, Ferris, Texas, August 5:
Brother Emerson J. Estes, of Memphis,
W. J. Slmekelfor<l, Jeff e r so n Str eet Church
Tenn., preached in our me e.ting July 19-26. of Christ, Neosho, Missouri:
Rue Porter
This, truly, we are glad to report, was th e preached in a truly great m e eting at Anderbest meeting in many ways ever conducted son, Mo., July . 23-August 2.
Three w ere
by this congregation. The pe,o ple of Ferris baptized. This congregation, while less than
came again and aga in. We l<now th e word a year old, has made remarkable progress.
was truly sown, and will bring forth fruit Unusually large audiences from the entire
In ,Aue time.
Brother Estes did the best four state area attended every service. No
preaching I have ever heard him do. Four ·uving man has preached more gospel serwere baptized during the meeting and an- mons in the Ozarks than Rue Porter. Cerother las t Sunday. We shall be lookin g for- tainly no man today preaches with more
ward to a return engagem ent from Brother genu in e pathos and power. During the past
Est es in the near future. My next meeting forty-three years, Brother Porter has given
will be with the Eastside church · in New more than 14,000 sermons resulting in mor e
York City, beginning the last Sunda,y in Au- than 6,5~0 baptisms. No man is more unigust. Our radio broadcast, "The Gospel In versally loved and respected. Brother PorSong," over 'station KGKO, 1480 kcs., each ter win preach in a fall meeting with his
Sunday morning at S:oo o'clock, Is being home congregation in Neosho, October 11well received In this community.
18.
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Lutlter S:n·age, 809 Merritt Drive, Fort
Worth, Texas, August 5: August 17th I begi n a t en day gospel meeting a t Odessa,
Texas, at th e n e w church on · Eisenhower
Street.
All those living driving distance
are invited to attend.
111. E. Wal<lpnn, Box 446, Santa Rosa, New
Mexico, August 5: Our gosper meeting and
Bible school will be held August 23-30.
Gilbert Copeland, Wichita Falls, Texas, is to
do the 'p~eaching. K. A. Stone, Hayden, Colorado, .is to conduct the Bible school and
L e land Burch, Espanola, New Mexico, is to
conduct the young people's program at 6:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.

Jllrs. D. R.. Hyrum, Anton, Texas, August
4: I would like to have a woman about
sixty - five years of age to live with me and
h e lp me. She must be a Christian and kind
and copsiderate. I don't have much work
to. do-just the house work. I live alone.
I have all the conveniences and a modern
home. My house is four ' miles from town
and a good church. I am able to W!Lit on
myself and go t o church but I am so lonely.
I will pay a reasonable salary and give free
bdard. If anyone is interested, please write
me.
Joseph Sllerm.an. 614 South Sth Avenue,
Yakima, Washington, August 3: ·After a
very pleasant season of labor at Kinsl ey,
Kansas, I moved from my native state of
Kansas to my wife's native state of WashIngton.
My new address is given above.
The Yakima brethren purchased a preacher's home this year, and sponsor a five-day
a week radio program. 245 people attended
yesterday morning.
The Yakima church,
which meets at 60 7 West Lenox Avenue, is
one of the largest congregations In the Pacific Northwest. James Potts preceded me
here. I baptized one in Kansas last month,
and one in Yakima. When coming this way,
stop and worship with us.
.Jtohert D. Bankes, 810 Houston St., Kilgore, Texas, A'Ugust 3: The meeting at Tom
B ean, Texas, in. which I did the preaching
closed last we e k with seve n r esponses.
Three were baptized and four were r estored.
This was my third meeti-ng with this congregation. I will r e turn in . 1955. Sam Marmlno is the local · minister and was a fine
co-worker in the meeting. Brother Earnest
Gann directed the singing. I begin a meetin g and V acat ion Bible School with the
church in Troup,_ Texas, August 9-16. The
work h e re at Houston and Broadway continues to progress. Brother V. E. Howard
will be with us in a meeting August 21-30.
Robert P. Stewart, P. 0. Box 459, Grass
V a lley, July 27 : Since ·our last report we
have had a meeting with Brother Andrew
F. House Cloing the preaching while I was
privileged to do most of the song directing.
Although there were no vjsible results during the meeting we h ave had two baptisms
and a confes s ion of neglect since. I feel
certain that the congregat ion was benefittlld by the meeting.
It was my privilege
to supp·Jy ·ror Brother :House at Oak Pa:rk
(in Sacramento) during the meeting. · This
was a source of much opportunity for me
as it gave me a chance to spealc over the
radio once again and to preach for a greater
number Gf people than I have ·been allowed
to reach in recent months. I was privileged to baptize one and see another restored during the morning service. T11js ls
a fine congregation and is looking toward
the establisl)inent of a new congregation
on a sound basis possibly within the coming year.
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THE PEBBLf DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST
ERIE 4, PA.
"As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the
household of faith." Gal. 6:10.
IT'S NOT TRUE!
The old adage, "Opportunity knocks but once," is not true as to preaching the gospel of Christ in the
New England States and in New Yo:rk and Pennsylvania. A giant opportunity stands at the door of all
con~regations and all faithful members of the true church knocking day by day, week by week, month
by month, and year by year asking to be used; Opportunity's knock FIXES RESPONSIBILITY. That
responsibility will remain until these states along with others of the North are evangelized.
I

IT'S .AB&OLUTELY TRUE!
In one of the. largest cities (Erie, pop. 150,000), of Pennsylvania, a small group of "the household of
faith" sits with feet on wet concrete (or in water) f_or worship nearly every Lord's day. And that is
not an exaggeration.
OUR REAL NEED

Help to finish our superstructure seems imperative. Our walls are well begun, BUT WE ARE STALLED! Will you help us, at least just a little? If all in to whose presence this ad comes will do that, our
back-breaking, unbearable load will be lifted, at le ast enough so th~t we can ourselves give, borrow,
and get by for a while. Please give at least one-half of one Lord's day contribution! ACT NOW~ for
our need is IMMEDIATE! Cold weather is just a few weeks off. Do more than that if you can wisely
do so.
SPECIFJC!
Our lowest bid by contractor so far is $4,900.00. And that is only to-_get walls finished, roof on, and the
windows glazed. Oh, yes, and a baptistry constructed. No finishing of the interior included. But the
moisture and winter's cold will be conquered.
Investigate our preacher; he invites it. References;. A. E. Tennant, minister, 96 Cheltenham Drive, Buffalo, N. Y '-Wm. C. Stillinger (minister), 418 West 38th Street, Ashtabula, Ohio. H. A. Utley, minister
of the Shaw Avenue Church of Christ, Cleveland, Ohio. A. S. Higgins, Texline, Texas . E. Ramey, 132
•
Avenue B, Hereford, Texas. All these know Brother L. C. Chapin and his work from a score of years
ago up to the present.

Local Minister

L. C. Chapin
2707 Pebble Drive
Erie 4, Pa.

Leading Members

Treasurer
John Driver, Jr.
R. D. 1, Ciifford Drive
Erie, Pa.

Harold V. Feiss
North E.ast, Pa.

Freeman J. Brown
R. D. No.1

Harbor Creek, Pa.

'
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Joseph W. Baker, Imperial Beach, California, August 4: Again we are happy to
announce that 'the Imperial Beach church is
progressing favorably.
The last time we
wrote to you we had had eleven baptisms.
Since then we have had twenty more, making thirty-on e baptisms in a little over two
1
months. Sunday we had -four to place membership, two froin Coronado, and two from
Imp e rial Beach. In addition we have h a d
twelve restorations.
Our little churc h is
packed on Sunday morning and · our even in g
attendance is almost as good. W e are now
making plans for building and hop e within
the near future to have something to an nounce relative to this important undertak ing. God has indeed blessed us and to him
we give all the praise and glory.
Howard D. Parker, 1501 Patterson Ave.,
S. W., Roanoke, Virginia, August 5: After
September 1 my address will _be 7910 Rugby
A ve ., Birmingham, Ala. I will begin work
with the 77th Street congregation then. I
have recently preached in meetings at Warner's Chapel near Winston Salem, N . C.,
where George Hickey pTeaches with three
baptisms and one restoration; at Highland
Avenue in ·columl;>ia, T en n ., where Paul Matth em preaches with twenty responses in cluding thirteen baptisms; and at Town
Creek, Ala., where Charles Burns preaches
with no responses to the invitation. The
nature of my new work will allow me to
have more meetings than I have been able
to hold while in Roanoke. This work goes
forwar,d slowly but surely. The footing for
a new building has been poured and the
brethren have hopes of being in the build·
lng by the end of the year.
Emerson J . Estes, 4872 Park Avenue, Memphis, T ennessee: July 29: I have just closed
a great meeting with the church in Ferris,
Texas. Four were baptized out of denominationalism. Basil C. Doran is . the minister.
He directed the singing and it was the very
best. I have never seen a preacher loved
and appreciated more by all the people of
the town than Doran. Because of his influence among the people, the officials of the
town, the denominational preachers and
their members attended the meeting through
the last night. One of the Baptist preachers
took issu e with me on Acts 1.6:31. Brother
Doran and I went to his home and Doran
discussed this and other things with him.
I have never seen a Baptist preacher taken
care of in such a fine, genteel manner.
Doran 'and the Baptist preacher st ill remain
friends. Doran is to be with us in a meeting
at Getwell and Dunn Streets next April.
W. A. Record, 1401 Cherry, Lamar, Mis souri, August' 5: The church here closed
its first protracted meeting l ast Wedn esday
evening. William F. Walker, evangelist fen·
the church at N atio nal and High, Springfield, Missouri, did the preaching, and John
Wilson, son of Fred M. Wilson, a n elder
in the church, directed the singing. Each
did his part in a fine way. There were no
baptisms, but many heard the gospel plan
of salvation for their first time and seemed
to be favorably ' impressed. Thanl's to the
good church at National and High for sending th ese good men our way, and supplying
much of the equipment used in the m eet ing.
The small group here is the only
church of Christ in this entire county. We
wm appreciate information of any members
who live in or near Lamar, or memb e rs who
may be interested in moving into a n eedy
field of the Lord's vineyard wherfi) his la~
borers are few; and really are need ed. Write
us at the above address and visit us when
you can.
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B. F . El•gland., P. 0. Box 241, Grandfield,
Oklahoma, August 8 :
Our me e ting here
closed Sunday' night, July 19. Brother Allen
B. Harp er of Lawton did the preaching in
a ve1'y commendable m ariner and Brother
Bob Antwine directed the sing·ing. Th ere
were no additions during th e m eet in g , but
much and lasting good .was don e by the excellent l esso ns that were brought. Attendance from those out of the church was
the best we have had in a long time. W e
hope to reap the harvest later.
I b egan
a m ee ting w ith the church at Greenland,
Arkansas, July 20. Brother Salyers is th e
local preacher. Th e singing was conducted
by Brethren Westbrook and Parrish, and it
was very good. Many of our old friends in
that section and as far away as Ft. Smith,
Ark., vis{ted the rheetink
Many of my
preaching brethren visited the m eet ing.
Among the preachers were Brother Fred
McClung, Brethren Ramey, Broy les, Brown,
Salyers, father of the local preacher, and
some others I fail to remember. One middle
aged lady was baptized.
Robert A. Bolton; Box 245, Lometa, T exas,
August 1: Our first year of work with the
Lometa church came to a close with Silas
Howell of Llano conducting a ten day m eet·
ing in\ which thirteen obeyed the gospel.
During this year there have been four meetings and one lectur eship held here, and I
have been privileged to do the preaching in
meetings in Goldthwaite, Brady, and Elm
Grove, Texas, as well as Talihina, Oklahoma, and Sterling, Colorado. The Colorado
meeting was a mis s ion meeting supported
by the Lometa church. Clemen M. Muse,
supported ~ the Kress, Texas, 1 congrega~
tlon, is doing an exce llent job in Sterling. ·
Last , night I began in Bend,· Texas, to assist
the church in its meeting there until Wal lace Layton of Houston arrives Monday
night. Our summer schedule of work away
from home comes to a close with meetings
at. Bowser, Texas, beginning August 10 and
Melvin, T exas, beginning August 24.
The
daily radio program over KCYL in Lampasas, 1450 on the dial, at 1:00 p.m. continues
to bear fruit by reaching thousands with
the gospel of Christ for the first time. We
rejoice but lest we jl'row weary in well doing we press on. When in Central Texas,
visit and worship with the Lometa church
for you will find it one of the best littl~
congregations· in the brotherhood.

Adverli3e Your meeting
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A. Brogden, 494 N. Highland Avenue, N.
E., Atlanta 6, Georgia, August 4: My last
report was sent in more than two years ago
while I was working with the church at
Ma!rietta, Georgia..
Durjng my period of
service there which extende d over a period
of three years and three months and which
was terminated on September 23, 1951, I
baptiz ed thirty-on e pers<fns and feel sure
that the cau se of Christ was otherwise
strengthened in that community. Since leaving Marietta, I hav.e be en doing secular
work and preaching mo stly where 'full support for a minister i's not available, such
as Adairsville and Cartersville, Ga.
Both
of these places n eed outside help to support
a full time worker whose efforts might be
dlvided between the two as they are just
eighteen miles apart. Cartersville also needs
a place of worship but it will take the
small group there a long time, and they
may never be able to erect a building during their lifetime; how ever , th ey do have
a well lo cated lot paid for and a few hundred dolla1·s in their building fund. If you
care to inve stigate further as to their need
you may write to F. C. Puryear, Route 4,
Cartersville, Ga: I feel that these brethren
are worthy of any help you may be able to
give them. This applies to both Adairsville
and Cartersville. I am again living in Atlanta and preaching when and where invited in the various congregations of the
city. I have ))reached several times recently
at Morel_and Avenue and Glenwood Hills
congregations. One confession of error and
unfaithfulness at Glenwood Hills on July 12
and one on August 2nd. Call me for Lord's
day appointments or a series of meetings.
I want to be busy in the Lord's vineyard.
~~

"LAHOMA", Healing Oil.
Trade-Mark Registered

~

i
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Relieves Rheumatism, Arthritis, Burns, Insect Bites and Stin'gs of ony kind.
Guaranteed to relieve Sinus trouble
Hemorrhoids or money refunded.
Price $1.00, 6 for $5.00
Money sent with order, we pay postage.

c2~~:·~l~·

BOX 2G

MANGUM, OKLA.

~~~~

with JUST A MOMENT'S

IDEAL ADVERTISING EDITION

*

MORE THAN A CIRCUL'AR - 3 pages of sound,
interesting articles for outsiders, wayward
Christians.

*

*

BETTER THAN A TRACT - 25 square inches
to advertise your nieeti?9·
ECONOMICAL~- priced unbelievably low; can
be used in large quantity for wide distribution.

*
*
SEND
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FREE

SAMPLES AND FOlDER
Write
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EFFECTIVE - Hundreds of churches reorder every season.
\

POPULAR -Several hundred thousand used
every year.
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Ct>l Zune !<:err, US540>59558, USAREUR
CMRA, APO 227, ·% P . :iYI., N . Y., N.Y. July
29: I would lik e to give a brief r eport of
the work here in Kaiserslautern, Germany.
It is now approximately nine / months old
having begun the last Sunday in October,
1952.
At that time four m e mbers began
meeting for worship. At present there 'a r e
twenty-six members at this place. Ther e
have b een tl\ree conversions. Two of these
have been German ladi es . The attendance
in the English service varies between twenty-five and thirty-five persons, and the attendance for the G e rman servi ce now aver ages nine.
Beginning October 1, Brother
and Sister Hans Nowack will move here
from Stuttgart to assume full time duties.
They are sponsored by the Central Church
of Christ in Nashville, Tenness ee. We believe the work will then show more 'progress.
Anyone having friends or relatives
in the service in this section (Southw es tern
Germany), please le t us know and we shall
be glad to try to reach them. In addition
it might be added that three Germans wer e
recently baptized at Pirmasens which i s
about twenty miles from her e. The work
began there approximately the same tim e
last year' that it did here.

100,000 SOLD

BIBLE BRIEFS
and

SERMON OU'IUNES
G. H. P. Showalter and W, M. Da•..
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Sl.1PPOR'l' FOR SPANISH PREACHER IN
LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO, HAS BEEN
STOPPED FOR LAC!<: OF FUNDS
Mack Kercheville
I lu:ive just received a lett er d ate d July
15, 1953, from th e elders of the Anglo church
in Las V egas, New Mexico, stat in g that they
had been forced to t er minate their support
of Brother Joe Gomez, the Spanish preacher
there. For some time now the Anglo church
has r ece ived contributions from various
churches for the preaching of the gospel ih
both Spanish and Engilsh in and arou nd
Las V egas . But, now because of needs of
the English speaking field, and because of
a lack of funds, they have had to drop their
help for the Spanish speaking work.
Brother Gomez is asking the assistance of
brethren in this matt e r .
Not only the
c hurch at Las V egas, but oth er small Spanish speal<ing churches in that area are in.
need of h e lp. I visited these bre thr e n personally last fall a nd feel that ~hey are
worthy of you r cooperation. One or two
congr egations are al r eady helping by sending contributions direct to th e Spanish
brethren . The Spanish church in Las Vegas
has e ld ers and deacons, and th e brethren
there a re perfectly capable, In my opinion
of receiving funds for their own work and
reporting to the co ntributors. I r eco mm end
that brethren everywhere, especiall:y: those
who have contributed so generously to the
Las Vegas field in the past because of their
int e r est in the Spanish work, give this need
spec ia l consideration.
For more info'rmation get in touch with Brother Jo e Gomez,
1427-Sth St., Las Vegas, New Mexico.
It •
would also be fine to contact the Anglo
church there (8th St. Church of Christ) for
their recommendation in the matter. Please
don't sena any money to me for this work.
Send It dir~c t to the brethren in Las Vegas.
59 Luna St., El Paso, Texas.

New Printing of the Enlarged :Sdltlon
Prlce1 ISO cent•1 Dollen, t:hGO
We have just printed several thousand
copies ot "Bible Briefs and SerJJ>.on Out·
lines."
Printed on the specially thin, opaque P&·
per with clear, bold type; 216 pages, so thin
that It may conveniently be carried In the
vest pocket.
Contains Nearly 200 Subject and Sermon
LISTEN
Outlines
HERALD OF TRUTH
A comprehensive view of the Bible In lb
ABC Network 1:00 P.M., Sun.
relation to man as set forth In a •erlea ot
aorlptural themes by which the Bible be·
Sermon: Aug. 9, "Eternal
come11 Its own Interpreter.
1
SP.ctuity"
"The Bible," "Unity of
'the Bible," "Composition of
the Bible," "Facts About
the Bible," "Helps for BIOHRl\ST OR MODERNISM
ble Reading," "Rules !or
Bible Study," ''The DisOff the press but few days with only
pe nsations
of Religion ," one public notice. Orders are coming sur·
"Proper Division of the
prisingly fast. Pardon me, but I believe
Word of God," etc.
ScrIpt u raJ references it contains docum entary facts that every
throughout the outlines. belie ver in the Bible shoul.d have. $2.50.
A
most wonderful book
W. W. OTEY
of sermons on the fondaBelle Plaine, Kansas
men tals and on congrega.
tiona!
development.
To
these
ex ten sive outlines
I$
added
the
famous
"Hedge's Rules of Honorahle
Controversy::
set
forth b y Dr. Levi Hedge,
which Rules are generally
accep ted and u se d by d ehaters.
Remember, this Is not only the latest but
the "Enlarged Edition".
Every preacher
should have at least one copy tor his own
personal use.
This book, we believe, has no superior ~
a. book for study In class work. It Is verJ
peculiarly adap'table as a text for a clas~
ot leaders and prospective ' preachers. Not·
withstanding the high cost of production,
the prke remains the same, that Is 60c per
copy postpaid, or t6.50 per dozen. Why not
send your order to.day~ If you have never
seen this book, you wtll be amazed a.t the
fullness a.nd enormous volum., of lt.e aoa·
tents.
A

•
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WARNING
Gussie Lambert
There is a Mr. and Mrs. Sidn e y Austin
travelling over the country usin g the name
of the church and giving bad checks. They
used my nam e for . a reference in Monette,
Arkan sas, and gave a ci1eck for $2o.o·o. They
did the same thing in Ridgely, Tennessee,
and gave a check for $25.00. They ~!aim to
be memb e rs of the church and tell a hard

luck story, then persu'ade the preache"r or
so meone to endorse their check. They carry
an account at the bank, flnd so far a Shreveport bank, with a balance of a few cents
just enough to have the checks returned
mark ed "insufficient fund s ." They have a l so
offered checks that were hot from banks in
New Mexico towns.
They are c ircus performers.
The last address they gave was
4900 J ewe lla Road, Shreveport, La. But they
hav e not established re s id e nce and their
sto ry may originate from anywhere. Brethr e n , be warned!
Shreveport, La.
I

0, _ _ __

Clmrles E. " ' ilson., 111 S. K eysto n e, Stafford, Kansas, July 30 : The work here is
movin g a long in good shape. Since coming
h ere the latt er part of May, two have been
restored. The church here is in dire need
of a meeting house with- adequate classroom
space. This is somewhat of a hindrance to
th e cause here. The brethren realiz e this
and h ave started a building fund. Th ey are
limited financially and it would be several
years before the moneY. would be forthcoming if they had to depend solely on local
resources. The need is now. The church
here has a preacher's hom e, debt free, on
which they could borrow $5 ,000 and they
have $1,200 in the building fund now. The
estimated cost of rebuilding, using donated
labor Is $15,000•. This leaves $9,0'00 whic'h
they need to raise from other sources. W~
wonder if some other churches. or individu a ls want to h e lp us In in o ur much needed
work.
I am sure that we can count on
you brethren to assist us in thi s much neede d effo rt that is white unto harvest. Send
ail donations to Roy Ardrey, Stafford, Kans.,
m a rk ed "Building Fund." Our fall meeting
is scheduled for October 7-15 with Brother
Dale Church of Sentinel, Oklahoma, doing
the preaching.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 ~ · llarks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, · New York
WILLIAM N. FRYER--Evange...t
ROGER W. HAWLEY-Evangelist
Snnday-10:00 • A..J\1. and 6:00 P.M.
Wedllesduy-7:30

P.~l.
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Claude A. Brown, Box 5, Throckmorton,
Texas, .July 31: Oh July 29, I concluded a
very interesting meeting with the church
in Bokchito, Okla.
There were four responses during the effort. Two were baptisms, one confessed faults, and one placed
membership. Members from the various denominations attended almost every night
despite the fact that there were other meetings in progress. The Lord willing I shall
be with the brathren again next year. I
would like to assist in a ten day m ee ting
some time in October or November with
some congregation needing a m ee ting. For
a reference to the type of work that I do
you may contact Brother Taylor of Bokchito, Okla.
John w. Hed.g e, Jacksonville, Texas, August 4: The meeting at Strawberry, Arkansas, July 17-26, resulted in five baptisms
and five restorations. Extra large crowds
attended all the services. I am preaching
this week in a meeting at Sacul, near home.
I will be in a m ee ting with the Cross Roads
church, near Senatob ia, Miss., the last two
Lord's days of this month, and with the
church at Canute, Okla., the first twG Lord's
days of September. I have signed proposi tions for an eight night debate with Dr.
Albert Garner 'to be held in October, provid e d the Baptist church votes in favor of
it. You will be notifi ed later of the exact
date and place If the vote is favorable.

•
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CHURCH OF
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Central YMCA Auditorium
19 S. LA SALLE ST.

'

.

Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Worship, 11:00 A.M. and 2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:30P.M.
WORSHIP WITH US
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G. s. Westbrook, Box 486, Lubbock, July
30•: Recently I had a good mee ting at Caddo, Okla., where Loyd Bryant is doing a
good work.
Seven were baptiz ed, one a
former Baptist. Closed a meeting last night
a t Meadow, ;rexas, with two baptized, one a
Baptist from a strong Baptist family. Good
int erest and co-operation from Meadow and
surrounding communities.
Bobby Hoover
directed the singing in an excellent way.
· Milton Br e wster Is th e local evangelist at
Meadow and is doing much good. I begin
my second meeting tomorrow night at my
old home town, Dunn. Then I go to South
Side at Waxahachie, August 10-19. Vacation Bible school and singing school at
Pioneer Park, Lubbock, assisted by Damon
Smith August 24-28. I begin re;gular work
with the north side church in Bolnham, Texas, September 1, following the successf u l
ministry of Jack King. Pray for us that
we may glorify God in word and deed.
V . C. Turner, 209 S. W. 3rd, Bethany, Oklahoma, August 10:
Good int ere st and attendance characterize our work here. Thre e
were baptized the past week. . During the
past month four more confessed erro'r and
two placed m e mbership.
Peace and harmony a long with fine coop e ration exist
here.
Our ' Vacation Bible School will b e
August 17-21. At the opening of this schoo l
term we will begin "Religious Educatl~n"
c lasses In the Bethany Public schools. This
year we will conduct Bible classes fo"r the
fourth, fifth , · and sixth grades. . The Supreme court of Oltlahoma has handed down
a ruling providin!' that school time ·shall be
granted pupils for the study of the Bible.
School personnel cannot teach the courses,
neith e r can they be conducted on the school
pr_operty. The Nazarene Church has asked
us to u se a room in their Educational building which is located near the campus. ·Brother Charles Moore and the Putnam City congregatio n is cooperating with us in this
work. Brother V . J. Cullum, Brittain, Okla.,
will do the preaching in our fall me e ting,
October 4-11. I have some time available
for meetin g wprk in 1954.

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
Rl-3595

DALLAS

2126 Jackson
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Will "\V. Slater, Box 7178, Sylvania Station, Fort Worth, 11, Texas, August 1: The
Encampment at Fayetteville, Arl<ansas, was
a wonderful success, far beyond my expectation. It will likely 1 be bette r n ex t year.
I went from th ere to Lowell, Arkansas, and
taught a singing school.
This leaves me
in a school at Antioch church, near Pea
Ridge, Arl{. I am glad the church i s manifesting more interest in singing, and are
interested in their children learning to sing.
I go from here to Hydro, Okla., to sing in
a meeting with Brother George B. Curtis
doing the preaching.
Claude l\lcCluug, '1 614 West 2nd St., Arlington, Texas, August 8:
We have just
closed a fine meeting at Mansfield with .
Brother J . 0. Jones of Little Rock, Arkansas, doing the preaching. The church was
strengthen ed by the good preaching done.
All were mad e happy .and he was asl{ed
to come b a cl' in 1955. The Mansfield church
Is now doing the best it has done in several
years, and it is a pleasure to worlt with
them. I am ne a ring the close of my third
year with them, and this year is the best
of all. I am to be with the Fri e ndship con•
gregation, near Sudan, T exas, the last two
Sundays of this month, and look forward
to a fine me eting with them.
Arlington
is the fastest growing town of Texas, they
claim, and I am . sure it is true. It Is a
great section, with Dallas and Fort Worth
o n either side, and we are about midway
between. The cause is growing very fast
in all this north Texas region.
I have
watched it for forty-three years, and it is
wonderful what has been done.
Gordon J, Pennock, 216 Hill St., Bismarck,
North Dakota: I recently concluded a meeting wjth the church at Wadena, Minn. The
average attendance was the highest of any
meeting held there since the beginning of
the congregation. The average for all services w as 43. Much interest was shown and
we did our b es t to sow the seed of the
kindom. One was baptized and one placed
membership.
There were good prospects
that others will obey the gospel shortly.
Much progress could be observed since I
was th e re in a meeting a year earlier. The
congregation now numbers twenty-six. They
have a small building which is adequate
for th e ir present needs but indications are
s u ch that they will n eed more room shortly.
Brother E. L. Dabbs, th e preacher, has done
a good work. He has resigned and plans
to leave this fall . Therefore the church is
in n eed of a preacher.
Interested parties
may contact Brother Ben Stark, Verndale,
Minn., or · the elders of the church at Bi.g
Spring, T exas. The church at Big Spring is
s upporting th e evangelist. I heartily commend this work to any pr eacher who desires
to labor in a field which is comparatively
new and whicll offers great possibilities for
progress.

Individual seats

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We k eep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
Indefinitely. Every congregation should h ave
on hand a go o d supply at all time s. Price·
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid .
FIR:r.l FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box '1'1, Austin 61, TeXnl!l

FOLDING CHAIRS
OUTLAST ALL OTHERS!
Unequaled for strength
comfort, safety; convenience
OVER 10 MILLION IN USE I

.
Write today for complete fa cts!
AMERICAN ·SEATING COMPANY, DEPT. 124
901 Broadway N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Michigan
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R. c. (Bob) Copelnud, Jr., Box 146, Tablequah, Oklahoma, July 31: July has been
a very busy time for me. July-5-12 I was
in a meeting with the church at Irene, Texas. They invit ed me back next year. July
• 15-22 I was in a meeting with the church
a.t Cee Vee, Texas.
Brother Yeaman of
Hillsboro directed the singing In the Ir ene
meeting.
He did the job welL
Brother

WIDE RIM BREAD PLATE
10 Inches in diameter
Highly polished aluminum
bread plate ____________ $1.86

NARROW RIM BREAD PLATE
S Inches In diameter
Bi~ly polished aluminum
_bread plate ------------$1.66
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Robert Carter of Childress, 'l'exas, directed
the singing in the Cee Vee meeting. Also,
Brother Carter preached the night of July
17th because I was previously engaged to
officiate at the wedQ.ing of Miss Erlene
Horne and Charlie Couch in the Lawrence
Street Church of Christ buiiding at Anton,
Texas. Both are good Christians and our
best wishes go with them. Singers from

The Ideal
NON-COLLECTING TRAY
11 ~ tn. Dia., Interlocking, Dn1t
Proof. Can . be stacked eight high
on one base.
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 36 plain glasses ____ $8.00
Highly polished alumin-um tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 9.00
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray ________ li.IO
Highly polished aluminum
!~acking base for above
tray ----'--------------- !. 70

-

Broadway Church of Lubbock furnished the
vocal music. I wish all who prefer mechanical instruments of music could have hear'ft
the beautiful singing. I believe it was a.s
good as possible. At least it was some of
the best that I have ever heard. It was
good to see our friends at Anton, Texas,
again.
We moved. here July 30.
This
is my first time to live In this part of the
co untry, but we are sure that this is the
place for us. Brother Max L. Johnson preceded m e. He did a great work with this
congregation. He is well liked by the members and held in high esteem among the
business men of Tahlequah. May his work
at Fort Lauderdale, Fla., be pleasant and
fruitful 'iS my prayer for him. No one has
b een selec~ed to work with th !3 congregation
1
at Clarendon, Texas.
All correspondents
should write to J. H. Wood, Naylor Route,
Clarendon, Texas. I lacked one month work ing at Clarendon three years. We shall miss
our friends of that friendly town. Personal
evangelism is most needed in the church of
Christ today. As the truth goes marching
on, may every member learn to evange lize.
A brother who had b een out of duty for
some time was restored at Clarendon last
Sunday.
J. B. Harrington, Box 341, Elkhart, Kansas, August 1: Yesterday closed five months
work with the congregation here. A new
building was officially opened with a m eeting the first of February, and we have
continued to grow from that time.
June
28 saw new records set in attendance and
contribution. We closed an eight day meeting on July 6, with local talent taking the
lead, and your correspondent as the speaker.
There were two who obeyed the Lord In
baptism, making a total of four responses
in July. Pray for us in this difficult field.
"\V. R.. Swinney, Natalia, T e xas, August 2:

.

.&LlJMINUM OFFERING PLATE
10 Inches in diameter
They have a heavy felt pad; maroon or green.
Highly polished aluminum
offering plate ____ _ _____ $2.00

Our Speclal
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TR-AY
13 ~ lilCh Diameter
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 36 plain glasses ____ $}0.6 l•
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses·____ ll.U
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray__ ____ a.z r::
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stacking base !or above
tray ----------- - ---- - 'a.o o

began regular work with the Natalia.
church yesterday. The attendance was very •
gratifying. The drought has handicapped
their work but they seemed to take on renewed zeal and we look for a real spiritual
revival.
The monthly interchurch singing
was held at 3 o'clock and many visitors
w e re pre s ent. We feel the future of the
church is secure when we see the young
people of the church taking such active
parts.
! .:• ...:....C,_.,,....()~..._Ct~~~l-.tl~l~~
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THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT
This department was organized in 1944. It has grown in size, quality, and popularity from its beginning. It
now has an enrollment of some 300 students with twenty-three different courses being offered. One may major
in general agriculture, animal husbandry or range management. About 100 students have· graduated from A.
C. C. with Ag. as a major or minor. Many of these are engaged in farming and ranching. Several have continued in technical agriculture and are teaching or serving as county agents. Others have entered the business
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their educational background for this sort of service ranks with the best from other places.
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W. M. DAVIS
Spiritual Sickness
Doctors find very few people with perfect health. :rrobably
not more than one person in a hundred is free from disea.Se.
Abnormalities unrecognized exist in the human body. The wide
range of diseases makes it difficult to escape all of them. Approximately five . hundred different diseases have been diag' nosed and tabulated.
According to the Scriptures, sin is a disease that affects the
soul directly and the body indirectly. Isaiah says, "The whole
head is sick, and the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the
foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it ; but wounds
and bruises, and putrifying sores. They have not been closed,
neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment" (Isa. 1:5,
6): The prophet was writing concerning the spiritual condition
of the children of Israel. None of them were doing the Lord's
will. They had all gone out of the way. But they were not
totally depraved. They wer e not incompetent to do the Lord's
will, for Isaiah said to them, "Wash ye, make ye clean. Put
away the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do
evil, learn to do well."
Isaiah did not say that the children of Israel were so dead
that they could not do anything-they were only sick. Of the
whole human family Paul said, "There is none righteous, no,
not one. There is none that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good,
no, not one" (Rom. 3:10-12). In the same chapter he declares,
"For all have sinned, and come short of th~ glory of God." So
sin is a universal disease, afflicting men everywhere.
The Great Physician
Jesus told the Pharisees, "They that be whole need not a
physician, but they that are sick" (Matt. 9: 12·). Proper diagnosis is I).ecessary to the right treatment. I knew a man who
consulted three doctors-one of them said he had stomach
ulcers, another said he had cancer, and the third said · there ~.as
nothing the matter with him. They could not all b€ right-they
could all be wrong. '·
·
If scientists cou ld find 11- remedy that could remove the cause
of all diseases, it would truly be a wonder drug. Then accurate
diagnosis could be dispensed with. The remedy would cure the
disease regardless of what it fs. Our Great Physican has given
us a r emedy that is a universal cure. John says, "If we walk
in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blooo of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin" (1 Jno. 1:7).
Th,e blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. This is the u·ni1'ersal remedy foe sin. And there is no other remedy for sin.

Human remedies are failures. But no remedy cures when the
patient fails to take it. And so the blood of Christ does
not save i:nen who fail to use it as the Lord has , directed. The
blood of Christ is in his body, which is the church. This being
true, it requires no argument to prove that people cannot be
saved out of the body of Christ. Sinners "must come where
the blood can heal." Why then are faith, repentance, and baptism necessary to salvation? Because they are the only steps
that lead to the blood of Christ. Paul declares that those who
are baptized into Christ are baptized in~o his death (Rom.
6: 3). Here is where men reach the blood of Ghrist.
5&42 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Jesus Teaches Humility and Forgiveness
By Hoyt Bailey
The lesson of humility and forgiveness was difficu1t for
Christ to get his follo.wers to learn,· and it is a difficult lesson for professing Christians to learn in the present genElration. The apostles had disputed among themselves <;>n the
way to Capernaum as to who should be the gr€atest. At
Capernaum they asked Christ: "Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?" Though there are rivalries and animosities in earthly states, · there should be no such in the kingdom where the lowliest are the highest. The estimate of greatness as given by Christ differed wholly from that current
among men. Matt. 18:1~4 says: "At the same time the disciples came unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and
set him in the midst of them. And said, Verily I say unto
you, Except ye be converted, and become as little chiidren,
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever
therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven."
Jesus called a little child unto hhn, and the little one came
willingly t~ Jesus. Those who are to pl€ase Christ and our
Father in heaven must be willing to come to Christ, come on
the conditions given by Christ. Our Lord set the example for
each of us respecting our attitude toward God's will. The
night J esus was b etrayed into the h ands of sinful men, he
prayed in the garden that if it be possible that the cup p_ass
from him. Note the exact words of Christ: "Father, if thou
be willing, remove this cup from m€: nevertheless not my wm,
but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42). .Tesus Christ was willing to
submit to ,t he will .of our Father in heav€n. The little child
is willing to submit to the will of its parents. So must individuals submit to the will of Jesus Christ without question
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or quibble if they expect to be saved. For Christ asked: "And
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I
say?" (Luke 6:46) . As the little child is humble enough to
obey so' must every one be ·willing to hear and obey all that
Christ commanded.
Mr. Mason said: "The casting down of our spirits in true
humility is but like throwing a ball to the ground, wh:i_ch
makes it rebound the higher :tqward heaven." Everyone should
learn that the road which leads upward must first lead to humility. Jesus said: "And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shall be brought down to hell: for if the mighty
works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom,
it would have remained until this day" (Matt. 11:23). Christ
said of the scribes and Pharisees: "But all their works they
do to be seen of men: They make broad their phylacteries,
and enlarge the borders of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,
And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi,
Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master,
even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man father
upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.
Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even
Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and
he that shall humble himself shall be exalted" (Matt. 23:5-12).
The one coming to God· cannot exalt himself,_ for he knows
that he has nothing of himself. The humble mind is thus at
-the root of all other graces and virtues. Self-exaltation spoils
everything. Can there be ·real love without humility? Paul
said: "Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up" (1 Cor.
'13:4). Augustine said, . humility is first, second and third
i)l Christianity. Jesus describes those who follow him as "meek
and lowly in heart" (Matt. 11:29)~ You can note that the
first of the Beatitudes was to "the poor in spirit" (Matt. 5),
and "the meek are to inherit the earth." Humility is the road
to true greatness. The one who "humbles himself as this little
child the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven." The
.scripture also warns that "Whosoever shall exalt himself shall
be humbled; and whosoever shall humble himself shall be
exalted" (Matt. 23:12).
The apostle Paul admonished Christians to have the mind
of Christ: "Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as
a man, he humbled himself, an'd became obedient unto death,
even the death of the c.r oss. Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name"
(Phil. 2:5-9). It is the humble mind which receives the truth
of God. For Jesus said: ·"I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight" (Matt.
11:25-26). Paul says: "For it is written, I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scr:ibe?
where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made
foolish the wisdom of this wo1·ld? . . . For ye see your calling,
brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many neble are called: But God hath chosen
the foolish 'things of the world to confound the wise; and God
~ hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
things wrich are mighty; And base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things
which are not, to bring to nought things that are : That no
flesh should glory in his presence" (1 Cor. 1:19-29).
It is imperative that mim turn unto God and Christ. Men
must turn away from earthly ambition, from rivalries and
jealousies, turn away from the world, and turn away from
self to Christ. Men must turn to God, . turn their· thoughts,
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desires, motives, hopes to the things which point to heaven
and heavenly things. However, there can be no turning to
God or Christ without conversion. But there can be no conversion without childlike humility. The one whose thoughts
are filled with self cannot turn to Christ. Pride so involves
the soul with self and so occupies the soul with self that such
cannot see the beauty of the Lord, nor can such a soul turn
to the Lord. Those who would follow Christ must become
as little children, they must be like the little ones in their
trustfulness, obedience, truthfulness, and their humility. The
little child ;bows its true nature; it has no hypocrisy, no de~
sire to seem other than it is; it is humble and modest; it does
not aim at display and show; but it is full of affectionate
trustfulness in those whom it loves.
Men must be humble enough to admit or confess their sins,
to ' turn from themselves to God. Men must be childlike in
their forgiveness of their fellowmen. The little child forgives
its playmate and continues the play ~ithout an effort to get
even, or to remember the little things done which brought
lnJUry. Jesus said: "Moreover if thy brother sha:ll trespass
against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.
· But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word
shall be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell
it unto the church. But if he neglect to hear the church, let
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican" (Matt.
18:15-18). Church members should study the ~eaching of
Christ and learn the lesson of going to one's fellowman when
an injury ·is felt. Such church members should go alone as
Jesus teaches and seek to bring about the reconciliation between each other. The ohe who feels the injury should go
seeking reconciliation with the proper motive. He should go
in the spirit of ?- little child, that is he should be wiliing to
forgive as well as mention the injury done unto him, or the
injury he supposed was do:ne unto him. It is to be regretted
that some are not re~lly injured when they suppose they are.
Some take offense when no offense was intended. Some go
so far as to tell others about their supposed injury before
telling the one they suspect as Christ teaches should be done.
The whole of Christianity requires that man forgive his fellowman of sins which are repented of. Paul said: "And be
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,. forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32).
God and Quist do- not forgive sin~ which are not repented of.
It is Christ who says: "Take heed to yourselv'e s: if thy brother
sin, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him" (Luke 17:3).
The Bible teaches that as it is repent or perish so it is forgive or perish. When God does a thing he does it completely.
When he forgives he forgets or removes the past guilt. He
said: "This is the covenant that I will make with them after
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts,
and in their minds will I write them; And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. 10 :16-17). Since God
forgives the sin and remembers it no more, why don't brethren who claim to forgive each other really forgive? Why do
some remember things of the past? If a sin is forgiven, why
is it not forgotten? One who has been trespassed against
and goes to his brother and tells him of his trespass between
the two of them alonl') certain~y is to forgive his brother, if
FIRM FOUNDATION Published Weekly by the Firm Foundat ion Publishing House, Austin, Texas, G. H. P. Showalter, Editor.
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10 Years 1.----------------------------------------------- 12.00
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Entered as second-class matter .kprll, 1886, at the Post O!tlce
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the brother repents, and forgiving means forg etting. Jesus
says: "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses;'
(Matt. 6:14-15). Every perspn who expects to go to heaven
must obt'ain forgiveness, but he cannot be forgiven unless he
in turn will forgive those who have repented and who ask
forgiveness.
If the offending person will not hear the one offended and
ask for his forgiveness, then the offended is to take with him
to the offender one or more "that at the mouth of -two or
three witnesses every word may be established." All such
.persons going in the right spirit to the offending person should
be able to lwlp promote reconciliation. If the second effo1t
fails, then the offender is to .be brought before the church,
but if he will not hear the church, he is to be ;considered as a
heathen and publican.
This is the Lord's method of helping to promote the proper
relationship among his followers. Those· failing to follow
him, failing to repent and forgive, are to be dealt with according to scripture, and such ones as 'will not submit to scriptural
teaching are to be considered as heathen and publicans. They
are to be disregarded as church members, or disfellowshipped.
Of course, we are to try to restore all in-active members to
active duty in the Lord's service, but if they will not be restored acc;ording to scriptural requirement, Are we not obligated to disfellowship; Jesus said: "Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother sm, rebuke him; and if he ·repent, forgive him. , And if he sin against thee seven times in the day,
and seven times turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou
shalt forgive him" (Luke · 17 :3-4) . Emphasis is placed upon '
the brother who sins repenting and turning. If the offender
will ·not repent, an offending church member, are the others
scripturally obligated to fellowship him in his ·continued rebellion? Jesus points out that whatever is bound on earth
is bound in heaven, and whatever is loosed on earth is loosed
in heav:en.
·
Let all learn humility, learn to be as submissive .as the little
child. Let all learn to turn from sin, be converted to Christ,
and learn tO' forgive sins and' errors as well as · expect to be
forgiven.
Quanah, Texas.

The "Direct" and "Indirect" Method
Of .Supporting Missionaries
G. C. Brewer
(Concluded from last week)
9. Elders can oversee foreign work as an appeal board
only. As to overseeing the work done in the mission field, of
course, this cannot. be done by those of us who are not on
the ground. We have to send men whose judgment we are
willing to trust. Then we shall be happy to have them- advise
with us on any point where we might be able .to help them,
but, after all, the work where they are has to be done by
them according to their best judgment in meeting the situation and solying the problems that arise there. None of us
imagine that we can oversee and supervise a work that is
not under ou-r immediate observation and 'close enough td
us to be a part of our scriptural duties.
10. The church is not an organized entity-not an ecclesiasticism. At the risk of writing too long a letter and
with the prospect of having this lengthy epistly divided into
two -articies in the paper, I wish to call your attention to
another fallacy that I believe to be the cause of much of our
trouble in this controversy. It is the ereation of the church
into a mechanical or denominational entity and of ascribing
to it def\nite and legal functions which could only be performed by such a concrete organized entity. I wish all of our
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brethren could JOlll battle with the Catholics for a while in
reference to the church. They would probably get their eyes
opened and either abandon some of their ideas or else join
the Catholics. Some of them definitely belong . with the Catholics, for they not only postulate an infallible church, but
they assume pontifical powers themselves. Of course, it is
not necessary to tell you that the church is not an organized
entity; it is not an. institution or an ecclesiasticism in the
common acceptation of these terms. The only term applied
to the Lord's rule that is, in any sense political, is the word
"kingdom," and yet our brethren seem to have no trouble
in seeing that the kingdom is spiritual (Luke 17:20, 21), that'
it is not of· this world (John 18:35), that it is not -meat and
drink (Rom. 14:1 7}, that it is entered by a spiritual birth
(John 3:3-5), etc., but when we begin to talk about the
church-look out! It is a legally constituted entity-mate-rial, mechanical, denominational, and demag.ogi~!
The church is a spiritu.a l body, composed of twice-born
men and women . We are all priests, and each one has a
privilege of offering up spiritual sacrifices to God through
Christ. We are members · one of another, and this is not'
limited to those who belong to a local group, but it includes
all the children of God, the sons and daughters of the Lord
Almighty. The spiritual relationship that exi'sts between Ute members is intended to prevent schism in the body of Christ.
To create a congregation into such a separate entity is to
forbid and preclude members of one congregation-of l:jeing
members one of another-is to create an unscriptural thing
and is to make void the teaching of the Lord. This is being
done, and I know whereof I speak! The congregation is a
local body, independent in its work and worship of any
other group, but this .independent group is' not organized
in a legal and a mechanical sense, or even in a denominational sense. The organization is simply functional; that is,
the work is systematized with certain duties and respO.!ls-ibilities placed upon certain men. These men are not a-, hierarchy; they are not lords over God's lieritage. They d~ :· not
hold "official" positions that are legally described and .. cir
cumscribed so that a brother in Christ could not admonish,
exhort, or rebuke any wrong in those who belong under tltie
jurisdiction of a group of "officials" without first receiving
credentials from these "officials." A criminal running out of
the United States into Canada could even be arrested by Canadian officials and turned over to the officers of the United
States or even to the officers of the state in which the crime
was committed, but according to the ideas argued by some
men and irqplied in the questio'ns which you submitted, brethren in Christ would not even have that much responsibility
and could not exercise any such cooperation. This is what
I mean by saying that brethren are creating a legalistic,
rigidly described and circumscribed thing that they call a
church. They are creating officials called elders, whose powers and privileges are unlimited within their congregation,
but must not, upon peril of excommunication, be poached upon by· the hierarchy of another group. If you understand my
diagnosis, here is my remedy. It is given in one word : Christianity. We need to turn our brethren into Christians and
forget about "Church of Christ" members, "Church of Christ"
preachers, "Church of Chri8t" missionaries, "Church of ,
Christ" methods, "Church of Christ" creed, etc.
If I have not made myself clear on any point, do not· 'fail
to write to me again, because I am not at all averse .to presenting what I believe to be the truth of God or of telling any
man what I believe to be his error.
With all good wishes, I am faithfully yours, .G. C. BREWER.
Memphis, Tennessee.
If you have not secured your . copy of the new editio11
of the Revised Standard. Version of the . Bible•. we .are now
in positJon to fill all orders. -Bnckram bin,ding, :$6.0.0;
Leather binding, $10.00•. :
.,
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The Man And The Home
_Homer Putnam Reeves

~uesday,
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When Brother Pigg took over his duties on last November,
there were fifty-four precious old people in the Home. Since that
time, nine have fallen to sleep from which there is no waking.
Today, there are fifty-five members in this wonderful family.
Sixteen are bedfast. Needless to m ention, there is always a
l arg~ waiting list. T4e~;e are more than fifty applications on
hand at present. The ne'Y dormitory will accommodate twenty
now, bringihg the capacity to seventy-five.
One of the hig hlights of every day is the evening devotional
services conducted by 86-yeat youngster Fred Husted. Many r eport that tl}is is a most delightful and profitable service and .
that it is conducted most admirably.
Brother Pigg announces that "open house" will be held beginning at 10 o'clock on the morning of August 13th. If you
haven't inspected th is r emarkable work at Gunter, why not
plan now and attend this meeting? A visit to the Home is always a thrilling experience. (Announcement was sent to us too
late to appear last 'veek-Editor.)
'

Report On Work In Ponca City, Oklahoma
·w. Dale Pearson
Administration Building and Dormitory
Brother Pigg (inset)
,Brother John Pigg needs no introduction to the brotherhood.
But it seems wise to mention a few things regarding his connection with Home for the Aged at Gunter, Texas.
Mother nature was in a lavish mood when -John Pigg was
born. His native equipment together with his training qualify
him well for the capacity in which)le now serves.
Outstanding among the many facets of his excellent character is th e' adorning trait of loving-kindnesi'l. H is gentl enest is
exceeded by h is compassion; his compassion fs exceeded only by
h is p·a tience and piety. He possesses a tenderness and serene
devotion whi ch fast approaches mother's love. He is ideally
equipp ed to care for aged and infirm people. Home for the
Aged is most for tunate in having Brother Pigg as Superintendent. Too, our esteemed brother is greatly favored in having
a companion who is possessed of great industry and resoarcefulness. Sister Pigg has been a tremendous influence in h er
husband's successful career.
Home for the Aged was first conceived by Brother and
Sister Pi gg. It seems most fitting that those who originally
promoted the work should now be charged .with its perpetuation. 'rhe brotherhood can be assur ed that the administration
of the Home is in safe hands. John Pigg's heart is in this great
world :He, more than any other, is responsible for the existence
of the Home.
Brother Pigg became Superintendent on November 15, 1952.
His predecessors, in order, · are Ralph Godfrey, Leon Ramsey
and L. L. Jameson. Each of these men did an excellent work.
Each made a very definite contribution toward the upgrading
of the Home.
Home for .the Aged had· its beginning ili mid-December, 1947.
F r om the beginning it has been strictly a work of faith. If
ever a work was ·launched on a "shoe-string," this is it. The'
only tangible assets were a few acres of land and the badly dilapidated Administration Building 9f Gunter Bible College.
Today, in addition .to the r econditioned Administration ·Building (see picture) there a r e two dormitories and ' six c<>ttages.
Additional land has been secured, enlarging the campus to
about 75 acres.
One of the dormit()l"ies has just been completed. This structure was er ected , at a cost of nearly $18,000.00. Indebtedn ess on
the building · is approximately $3,500.00. Incidentally, this is the
only indebtedness against the Home. The new building contains twenty rooms. The rooms can be .complet ely furnished for
f124.0U each. Surely there are ' tw.enty churches or twenty individuals who will gladly furnish the rooms.

August 1st will mark the end of our first six months with
the, congregation here. ·we feel that our work could be no
more enjoyable . The congregation is engaged in an active program of work, with plans for a greater work. There have been
31 responses to the Lord's invitation, with ten of these being
baptisms. Re cen tly the elders agreed to take thE~~ oversight
in sending Brother David Lavender to Italy-$100 per month

Brother David Lavende·r and Family
being given to his monthly support. In addition; we are assisting the congregations in Tonkawa and Newkirk, Oklahoma, and the colored congregation in this city. B-etween
40 and 50 percent of our contributions are· planned for miss ion work. We consider the elders of this congregation some
of the bes t in the brotherhood.
The colored congregation, where Brother Matthew Moore
preaches, has just completed a f ine gospel meeting. There
were six baptisms a nd three resoo r ations; eig ht of them grown
people. One young man was preparing to be a Baptist preacher.
Brother J essie Cook of Wichita, Kan;;;as, did the preaching.
The congregations throughout t h is ,part of Oklahoma are
going forward in a fine way in the Lord's work. We enjqy the
Firm Foundation.
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An Elder's Recollection

Perplexing ,Problems

This is a statement by Brother Ra leigh Martin (shown above
with Sister Martin), an elder of the Broadway Church -of Christ
at Lubbock, Texas, since 1914.
"I moved to Lubbock with my family, wife Laura and our ·
three children, two girls and a boy, in the fall of 1909. We
moved f rom Midlothian, Ellis County, where we had lived for
years and h elped organize the church of Christ and build the
building. I had served as a deacon until we moved to Lubbock.
"I was <LPPOinted as elder here by A. J. Clark, (Uncle Jimmie) as everyone was plE~ased to ; call him, and Brother Liff
Sanders who was an elder and preacher .. Brother Sanders served
the church for a long time and r eally laid the foundation for ·
a large and working church. Then there was .Brother John T.
Smith who did a grand work with the church for many years,
and of course there were several others, one of whom was
Brother G. C. Brewer. It is needless to say that Brother Brewer
faithfully added gospel 'guidance to the brethren here and elsewhere. He was followed by the beloved Brother, M. Norvel
Young, who is with us now and who is doing a g:ood work.
"At present we have 11 elders, and they are the finest group
of elders that I have ever known. I have helped in appointing
all of them. We also have a fine group of deacons, 21 in number, who work under _t;he direction 6f the elders with . perfect
unity ..
We also have more than 100 in attendance at ladies Bible
class on Wednesday morning. These ladies are willing workers
and do a lot of visiting of members, of those who are prospects for membership, of those who are out of · duty, of those
who have recently moved to town, and of the sick and bereaved.
"As to my childr en, my two daughters are married and live
here in Lubbock and are both Christians. My son, Dr. Edwin
D Martin, lives in Houston and is an elder of the Central
Church of Christ and is assistant superintendent of the Ho uston
Independent Schools. My ' people, -as far back as I know, were
faithful members of the church of Christ, and there were many
preachers among them. My brother, the late S\1-m Martin, was
an elder of the Midlothian church from its first existence until
e pass~d away a few years ago. I had one half-brother, J.
C'laud Martin, of Nashville, Tennessee, who served as elder
with the beloved David Lipscomb in the early. days of the
church there.
"My wife was the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dan Davis
who have long since gone to their reward. They were both
members of--Jhe church and my wife's grandfather, Jacob !Boydston, was a pioneer in the church in Dallas County."

By L. R. Wilson
Without question, the plea made by our people is the most
beautiful in all the world. "We speak where the Scri_ptures
speak, and we at~ silent where the Scriptures are silent" is a
profound and beautiful statement. Yet it is sometimes difficult to put into practice. If this were not so, then there would
be n~ divisions or troubles among us. Someone may answer,
"The trouble is not in our plea but in our practice."
Maybe so, but our practice depends upon our understanding
of our p lea. We . cannot say that all who differ from us are
either ignorant or dishonest. Many good brethren-honest
and studious brethren-have been unable to agree on many
matters. Our trouble is in our lack of understanding. We do
not make the same app lication of our rule of int erpretation.
When we say, "We speak \vhere the Scriptures speak, and
we are silent where the Scriptures ar-e silent," we must understand that this principle has certain limitations. For exam. ple, when the New Testament specifically enjoins a certain
action upon us, then we are duty bound to perform that
tion if ,,.e expect to please God. In all the ages when God
has ccnnmanded man t.o do anything his only choice has been
to perform the act with God's approval or refuse to do so with
God's disapproval. When our Lord tells us to believe •Or be
damned, ou'r only choice is to believe with his approval, or
disb elieve with !:is disapproval. When he tells us to repe;nt
or perish, our only choice is to repent with his approval, or
refuse to do so with his disapproval. When he tells us to
confess him before men if we would be confessed before his
F ather in heaven, or deny him before men and thus be denied
before his Father in heaven,· then our only choice is to do
what he says or take the consequences. When he says, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit' he cannot enter
the kingdom of God," then our only choice is to be born ef
water and of the Spirit, or stay out of the kingdom of God.
These are specific commands; they cannot be altered or changed,
without the disapproval of Almighty God.
Many of the prineiples taught by our Lord are relative in
nature. To illustrate: The Lord has very definitely told us
to love one another. Nobody questions this command. Many
think it primarily signifies a very pleasant attitude, a kindly
smile on the face, and a sweet disposition. There are others
who seem to think that love manifests itself through helpful
deeds only. Still others have the idea that love is primarily
concerned with combating error and making an all out "for
the tru-th." In between these different conceptions there is
every conceivable shade of difference in views. Hardly any two
of us have identical conceptions. We can hardly say that only
one class is honest while all others are dishonest. Furthermore, it would be difficuit to determine from the Word of
the Lord how many debts of charity must be performed to
show our love for one another, just how much we should smile
and talk about love, or just how much we should _talk about
contending for the truth while combating error.
In like manner, the principles of mercy, goodness, justice,
righteousness, and meekness, must b!il regarded in the same
light that we regard the principles of love. Every individual
who claims to be a Christian recognizes the value of these _
principles. Ask anyone it' their observance is absolutely necessary in order to be acceptable in the sight of God, and we
get an affirmative answer. But the practice of these principles varies with each and every individual, as he understands
them.
The same may be said of many opposite terms. For example, all of us agree that worldliness, contentiousness, reveling,
qu arrelsomeness, covetousness, and laziness are all sinful befo re God. But bere again our conception of those terms differs
with each individual. We could devoutly wish that all of us
had a little clearer .conception of the exact meaning of such
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t erms, so that we could be more closely united in our thinking
and in our practice. Some may wonder why the all-wise God
- did not make all such terms clear.
If God had given us a book big enough to have defined 'e very
c-ommand and every principle of living so clearly that there
could be no misconception, the whole world would not have contained it. In the lig-ht of our knowledge of love, mercy, goodness, kindness, etc., we must 13ettle each and every case which
arises to the best of our ability, in the light of our knowledge
of God's word. It would have been as impossible for the fram''"rs of our constitution to have set f{)rth laws which could have
<t>ettled every case in advance of a court decision as it would
have for God to have given us laws . so , clear and explicit that
each individual could make an immediate and correct decision
of every individual case arising.
When I start out in my car on a day's drive; I usually en- ·
'counter several individuals trying to flag me down for a ride.
No doubt many of these are worthy, and it would be an act
of kindn ess for me to help them. On the other hand, many
are pr.ofessional "bums" or criminals. Picking up "hitchhikers" is now considered both foolish and dangerous. When Jesus said, if a man would force you to gq with him a mile, "go
with him two," he gave a general principle which should be
p racticed. Yet trying to put it into practice by hauling
"hitchhike1·s" today may be a far cry from the actual meaning
that Jesus had in mind. Certainly there is room for a great
deal of disagreement here. So it goes in the practice of other
. principles set forth in the word of the Lord.
'But we must· not confuse specific acts for general · principies.
BaJ?tism is ; specific act, for whic~ there is no substitute,
while love is a general pt:i.nciple. No man can go to heaven
without loving God and his fellow ·man, but the practice of
the principle of love varies in each individual case.
God did not tell us how to baptize. He' did t~ll us to baptize,
and baptism means a dipping. But- whether we dip
man
fac e forward, backward or sideways is not set forth in the
word of the Lord. The manner in which this is done is not
stated. This is true regarding any and . all other acts which
Jes.us commanded. He told us to sing, to pray, to teach, to
eat of the bread and drink of the fruit of the vine; and to give
of our means in our worship_. But he did not go into detail on
the how. Playing on mechanical .instruments of music as an
act of worship is to add to our worship. This is fo r bidden by
the word of the Lord. But anyone who attempts to make a
la'w on how our teaching should be done is going beyond what
is written. He is not renpining silent where the Scl'iptures
are silent. · Here is where a ·great many of our brethren have
missed the meaning of our rul~ of interpretation.
The Lord has told us to teach; he has told us what to teach;
but he never told us how. Neither has he told us the when or
where. In New T estament times we find the apostles teaching
not only every time they -had an opportunity to do so, but in
every place they had an opportunity of doing so. From this·
we infer- that we should do likewise. This is why we teach
from the pulpit, in the classroom, on the radio, on the street
corner, in homes, or in a school building.
1
To show how complicated the application of God's law is in
some respects let me cite a very homely example. A certain
preacher had argued for many years that any person who
had been divorced and remarried, · "except for fornication,"
could not become a Christian or live a Christian life while
married to someone else. One day a coloi·ed woman who was
working for the preacher in his home, and who had been divorced, told hin;1 she was fixing to marry again. He lectured
her at length on the sin "she was about 'to commit. He tord
her in no uncertain terms that she would be forever lost if she
did so.
The colored woman finally asked, "Ever' woman's got a
right to one husban', ain't she?"
The preacher replied, "Yes, ~ut you've already had one ."

a

Tuesday, August 25, 1953 '

The colored woman then answered, "Yassuh, but dat man
was already marr'ed and divorced when I marr'ed him; and
accordin' to you, I wasn't marr'ed to him in de fust place. So
I figers I got a right to marry my man now."
This' homely example shows the difficulty in attempting
to make the rule originally set forth by Thomas Campbell ,
ap:ply in every act of life. When Campbell announced the
rul~ that ,"We speak where the Scriptures speak, and we are
silent wliere the Scri,Ptures are silent," he had no· thought
of ~rying to make it apply to each and ' every Christian act.
He was thinking solely in terms of the /fundamental acts of
obedience, necessary in becoming a child of Qod, and in the
acts of Christian worship. In fact, this rule grew out of a ·
contention over whether or not members of the different groups
of 'the Presbyte1·ians should all be admitted to the Lord's supper. When Thomas Campbell came to this country he found
the Presbyterians so divided, and so hostile to one another
that they did not admit. those who differed from them to their
fellowship, or to participation in the communion. Actually
Mr. Campbell was trying to find a basis on which they could
all agree, and which would admit them all into one body and
communion. However, the rule he announced had a more far
reaching effect. ,It was immediately applied to the terms of
admittance into the church, as well as the acts of public worship. In the process of time many have attempted to apply
this principle to each and every Christian act or deed. Here
is where we have run into so -much trouble. ·we should never
accept any less acts of primary obedience to ·the gospel than
the Lord has set forth, nor should we add any which he has
not given. Furthermore, we should neither add to nor subtract
from the items of public worship. But we should be careful
in the practice of everyday Christianity that we do not become so unreasonable in our application of our fundamental
rule of interpretation that we create an intolerable division
in the body of Christ.-Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

Failing To Study

I

Th~

Bible

J. C. Choate

One of our greatest fr eedoms is that of being allowed to
study the Bible. We may learn of _the many blessings of
God through the word of the Lord ( Eph. 1: 3). Through a ~
study of the Scriptures we are made free (John 8:32). Only
the truth can show us the way to heaven and above all, only
the truth and obedience to. it can take us the1:e (John 14:6;
17: 17). We have a wonderful privilege of studying the Bible and we are instructed to do so ( 2 Tim. 2: 1'5).
At tl.J.e same time, people fail to study the Bible. There
are always many who make the old excuse, "I just don't
have time to stu>dy ,t he Bible." Those who make such remarks are not really interested in their soul's salvation.
After all, when people fail to hear the .word of the Lord,
there is a neglect of salvation (He b. 2: 3"). God will not accept man's excuses in any form or fashion (Luke 14).
No wonder so many people don't know of God and his ~
Son Jesus. It is no wonder that there are so many peop'le
1 in sin and confusion. All of this comes about through ignorance. Ignorance will destroy and tear down that which is
right. This should cause us to recognize even more the great '
importance' of a .knowledge of the word of God.
Why are there so many religious people in division and
error? The answer 7oines . quick. A lack of know:Iedge of the
Bible. '\Vhen people understand th e truth, there is no division in obeying that truth ,(John. :l7).
We should stul'!y the Bible every day of our life: We ought
to take every advantage possible in knowing more about
the truth. By doing this very thing, we may better teach
the principl es of the go.spel (Rom. ~: 16.; Mark 16: 15, 16).
Please consider these things and take the gospel to poor·
lost Sjluls. Let us take an advantage of .this wonderful freedom of studying the Bible.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Say!
They Also Sin Who Stand By

Millions of citizens who professed to believe in th'e God
of the Bible stood by without protesting while Hitler and his
fanatical followers killed 6,000,000 Jews. This dramatically
illustrates the principle of "guilt by consent." There is a
cosmic struggle going on betweeri good and ev}l, God and
Satan. If we. merely "stand by" while others do wro;ng we
share in their guilt.
Today in our study of Acts we find Paul confessing his
ow~ sin of "consent to wrong" before he was converted to
1
Chnst. "And when the blood of thy: martyr Stephen was
shed, I also was standing by, and kept the raiment of them
that slew him'·' (Acts 22:20). Paul did not throw. a stone,
but he was guilty of "approving, and keeping the garments
of those who killed him." By failing to speak out in · defense
of Stephen, by standing by in a time when positive action
was demanded, he shared in the guilt of those who killed
the first Christian martyr.
Millions in America are guilty in the s'a me manner today.
They profess to believe in God, in Christ, in the Bible, in the
church of the New Testament. Yet, they refuse to obey the
gospel, to become active Christians, to support the "faith
once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). Oh, they would
not think · of throwing a stone thi;ough the window of the
house of worship. They would not vote to close the doors
of the church house, or to imprison gospel preachers. Yet,
in the mighty conflict between Christ and Sata;n, between
truth and error, between faith and godlessness, they "stand
by." Jesus said that "he that is not with me is aga.inst me."
By their refusal to confess their faith in Christ, to ardently
support the cause of Christ, they give aid and comfort to the
enemy.
You don't have to break all the ten commandments, become an aggressive atheist, and join the Communist party
in order to oppose Christ and his church. All you have to do
is to "stand by" and refuse to defend the faith by your influence. To do nothing in this life and death struggle is to
"approve" those who are ·putting forth every effort to destroy
Christianity, to lure our young people into every form of
sin.
Which side are you on? Are you standing' by giving C<?nsent to wr6ng and error? May I appeal to your better self.
Trust in God and obey the gospel of Christ and dedicate your
life to the advancement of the kingdom of God on earth. You
can be just a Christian with no creed but Christ, no rule of
faith but the ,Bible.

Houses in ,Which To Eat
I

Jack Meyer
In la st week's editorial, information was given of the very
liberal and unanimous agreement of our elders and deacons,
in the monthly business meeting of February 5th, to make
one of the large rooms in the basement of our Bible school
building into an efficient kitchen, greatly improving the serving arrangements we have had for many years. Among the
four elder s and seven deacons present, not one objection was
made to having kitcherY and serving facilities, this was having been a part of the fellowship program of Tenth & Fr11ncis
for many, many years. In some parts of the countr y our people are opposed to "a kitchen in a church building.'; Where
they are sincere in this (and JVe believe that most of them are
sincere), we must respect their convictions .·as we seek to

show them that they are mistaken. We have no agitation
against such affairs in Tenth & Francis, and our people ~or
years, including elders and deacons, have felt that our "e~t
ing in the church building" was within the scriptural permission for f ellowship. Although we have no trouble over that
issue in Tenth & Francis, on the other hand there are often
good people within even this congregatioon who raise the question as to the propriety of such procedure, especially when
they often come from congregations .objecting to lunches in
church buildings. In view of the report in last week's issue
of "Gospel Visitor" regarding our new kitchen plans, now is an
approphate time to give notice to these matters.
About the only passage of scripture used to oppose eating
in church buildings is 1 Cor. 11:22: "What? Have ye not
houses to eat and to drink in? Or despise ye the church of
God, and shame them that have not? ..." Also, v.s. 34: "And
if any man hunger, let him eat at home; thf!t ye come not
together unto condemnation ; . .'' Many good people · quote
these passages and think they have proved their opposition
to all eating in church buildings.
Instead of proving their point, they have really lifted a
scripture out of its context and applied it to something not
even remotely within the range of said scripture. I do not
mean that they h;;:ve done this deliberately. The error is usually a sincere one, but it is a grievous error, just the same.
The scripture in 1 Cor. 11 was condemning the Corinthian
church for mixing the Lord's supper with a meal. By beginning with vs. 20, the reader can establish that as the rest of
the chapter is read. Paul was not even discussing the question of having any sort of a common meal in the church building. He wa~ discussing having a common meal in the church
assembly, and mixing tlte Lord's supper with it. The expression of vs. 20, "this is not to eat the Lord's supper," in the
King James Version is rightly explained as "It is not possible
to eat the Lord's supper," in the American Standard Version.
And the scholarship of the world will support that view of
the original language of the New Testament. They intended
to eat the· Lord's supper, "but by unwo.rthy behavior neutralized their purpose." (Expositor's Greek New Testament). The
comment of the apostle Paul as to their having houses to eat
and drink in certainly sets forth the ordinary place for such
eating,' but even that comment is to be applied to the thing
he ·was condemning: the assembling for worship and eating
a common meal at that time. We can also, say that our houses
are to eat and to drink in, and that the common meal of the
house should not be mixed with the Lord's supper and the
assembly worship. But ca~'t we worship in a house where
w'e have a common meal, even IF the common meal is in a
church building where we worship, if that common meal is
no part of a worship service? Even though they are honest
in their contention, this is one of the most' glanng exhibitions
of the wrong application of scripture on record-applying what
Paul said to a common meal in worship with the Lord's supper to any meal in a church building when it. is not a part of
worship.
Good people often get confused on this because they have
an idea that a church building is a sacred place-and that idea
is NOT in the New Testament. That error is at the bottom
of objections to social gatherings in general in a church .building. Along with this is the idea that "it is , secta·rian," just
because the sects do it. It is wrong when it violates either
the letter or the spirit of the New Testament, whereas social
·g atherings and meals in church buildings promote Christian
fellowship.
-G~spel Visitor, Volume III, Feb. 22, 1951, Number.
Birmingham, Alabama.
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EDITORIAL
Here is another illustration of what may be done
if only our people would rise to the opportunities that
are constantly before our eyes. There does not appear
in any area greater possibilities for the extension of
the cause of Christ in the hearts and lives of men
than in the Rocky Mountain Region of the western
portion of our own great country. From the western
part of Texas to the Pacific and from Canada to Mexico there is presented a vast empir.e of yet undeveloped
natural resources. A rapidly expanding population in
the United States must be supplied with food and all
the necessities of life. New fields must be entered and
explored. And many thousands of engineers are already entered i:nto this great area. in building dams,
irrigation systems, mining; agriculture, minerals and
vastly potential petroleum areas. We are delighted to
hear from Brother Bishop, one of many who are interested in this fruitful field for the cause of the
Savior of men.

The Cause of Christ Is Gl'owing
In Billings, Montana
By Linwood . E . Bishop
Brother Clinton Brazil, minister of the gospel in Bozeman,
speaking of the possibilities for the work here in Billings,
said in substance, "These brethren are perhaps afforded the
greatest opportunity in the state. May they fully realize
their opportunity and the responsibility it imposes, and may
they use it to the honor and glory of God." Even though I
have had no opportunity to visit the other communities in Montana, judging from what I have read and been told with reference· to them, and from my observation of the possibilities
here I would say that Brother Brazil 'was probably right.
Billings is a thriving city of more than .50,000 population,
located in the beautiful Yellowstone Valley, in the south-cen-·
tral part of the "Treasure State." It is the commercial and
industrial "hub" of a vast area of the great northwest. It
is served by three Air-lines, three Railroads and numerous
highways. It has three radio stations and has been granted
permits for two television stations. It is one of the fastest
growing communities in the northwest. Just yesterday on a
news broadcast I heard the commentator say that building
permits granted the first six months in this year were more
than eleven per cent above those granted for the first six
months in last year. A new district of some 3,500 was taken
into the city last week. Other districts will soon be included.
Business opp()rtunities in almost any field are practically unlimited. Many of the old established firms are doubling their
facilities. Practically every denomination in the city either
has recently built, or is now in a building program, or is getting ready to build in the near future.
Being located in a valley, and surrounded on three sides by
mountains, and protected on the north by a 300 foot "rimrock" which borders the city, Billings does not suffer from
the severe Montana winters as do some of the other communities in the state. It seldom gets colder than 20 degrees below zero here in Billings, whereas in many other communities it gets 40, 50 a,nd even 60 below.
The church in Billings was started by the D; A. Sommer
group in about 1907, according to the best information I have;
although the present congregation dates back to about 1932.
The cause·had been greatly handicapped most of the time from
its beginning because of a lack of competent leadership, lack
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of adequate f acilities, and lack of finance. During the depression days a small building was purchased for the sum of
$1,000, and it has served as a place of worship until this time. ·
It had a bad reputation when our brethren obtained it, and I
am afraid it has not improved greatly since. It has a seating capacity of a little over 100 in the auditorium, and room
for five small classes in the basement.
During the past three or four years, since the beginning of
the development of oil and other industries in this ·area, many
families from states where the church is relatively strong
have moved here to make their homes, and of course, among
that numbel' have come some loyal and faithful Christians.
These Christians have brought with them new courage, faith,
hope, zeal, yea new life for the cause of our Lord in Billings.
I do not say of course, that there were no faithful Christians here before; for I believe the opposite to be true, and
that there have been a few Christians here all along. But,
they were few in number, inexperienced, most of them relatively untaught, and financially poor. I am sure that some
of them did the best they could under the circumstances, and
at the time.
What I am saying is this, these "newcomers" have greatly
strengthened the cause of Christ . and increased its potential
greatly. They have caught the vision of the opportunities and
the need, and they propose to do something about it. They
realized that very little could be accomplished under present
cond'itions, and as long as we remain in the present building
and location. So they set about to provide a better place. A
building site 142 x 170 ft. in one of the better sections of the
city was purchased at a cost of $5,500. (It has increased in
value since it was purchased). We now have approximately
$5,000 cash and perhaps another $1,000 in pledges in our building fund. We have been offered $6,000 for the present property. We • have b~1ilding plans and blueprints paid for, and
our contribution ·is averaging between $125, and $150 per week
a~ the present time. We have been relentlessly seeking a loan,
but as yet have been unable to secure one. We believe that
with a $25,000 loan, by the time we could complete the building we could match it with another $25,000 (including what
we have), and with a great deal of donated labor we can build
a $100,000 building for $50,000. The contract bids we have
had run between $90,000 and $110,000. We know this is beyond our reach, so ou!· only hope is to build it ourselves.
All of us who are acquainted with the conditions here realize
that we have little room for growth, and that little can .b e
accomplished as long as we remain in our present building.
Therefore our greatest immediate need is a new building.
About the only thing at present standing in the way of that
new building is a small matter of a $25,000 loan, which we
intend to secure if there is any possible way. We believe
we can repay the !pan at the rate of $400 per -month.
I am being supported by the Broadway church in Lubbock,
Texas, the Dimmitt, Texas church, and the Logan Street church
in Denver, Colorado, in order to enable the church here to
build. The elders of the above mentioned churches, the brethren here and I believe that with a new. building and under
present community conditions we can in two or three years
build a good strong fully self-supporting congregation here
in Billings. After that a second congregation could be established, then a third and fourth and so on. Jesus said, "All
things are possible to him that believeth." ' "Lord., I believe;
help thou mine unbelief." '
NOTE: Those who know Brother Bishop will agree that he
is capable of accomplishing a great work in Billings. We would
like to encourage Christians in various walks of life to consider Billings as a place to earn their living and serve in the
church.-M. Norvel Young.
•

Tuesday, August 25, 1953

FIRM

FOUNDATION

FROM THE H-ARVEST FIELD
Gordon L . Do,vuing·, Floydada, Texas, AuClarence C. Gobbcl, 1157 E. 1\1:abel, -Tucson,
Arizona, August 16: Two bapti?ed, one re- gust 10: Yesterday morning, three people
stor~d. and one identified since our last re- came forward to confess wrongs and renew
port. Work continues with prospects good their allegiance to the Lord. Our Bible study
for continued growth.
classes are coming along in fine shape. We
now have twenty-one Bible classes each
Willirun M. Deucll, Newport, Ohio, August week.
2: I am preaching to nearly a full house
at both services, morning and evening. One
Herbert L. Newma11, 559 West Ma,riposa
more was baptize,d. The work continues to Drive, San Antonio~ Texas, August 14: Two
were baptized in a recent meeting at the
grow.
new Patton I-3:eights church in San Antonio.
B . B. Hartling, Vinita, Oklahoma, August Two more were baptized at the West Ave13 : One more baptism Sunda_y and recently nue church August 7. We continue to enj9y
I had the pleasure of baptizing my oldest steady growth at West Avenue.
son . Crowds are good. We plan the first
James R. Wilburn, Box 109, Neenah, . Wiscolored meeting here this fa,!~ .
consin, August 13 : I have been working
T. D. Bosto11, Sr., Box 487, Gilmer, Texas: through the summer months here in Winters
The meeting with Oak Grove church, north with the fine congregation here. Beginning
of Mt. Pleasant, Texas, ended August 9th S e ptember 1, I'll be in Neenah--'-supported
I
with two. baptisms and ~ne confessing fault. in that work by the Winters church.
Interest was fine throughout the meeting. hope to send you a renort of that needy
field w]].en we arrive.
We hope to be with them again next year.

c. A. Buchanan, Waxahachie, Texas, August 9: vVe made a good beginning in our
meeting today. We had two baptisms and ·
one restoration at the f irst service. Brother
'\Vestbrook comes in tomorrow to dp the
preaching.
Cecil B. Douthitt, Box 67, Brownwood,
Texas, August 10: Thr ee were baptized and
three were restored during the ten day meeting at Hamilton, Texas, which clo13ed August 9. R. V. Hamilton, who ministers for
the church there, is a fine co-worker.
.John w. Hedg<:, Jacksonville, Texas, Aug u s t 15: An eight-n ight debate between Dr.
Albert Garner, · Baptist, and the writer will
be held at Gallatin, Texas, beginning October 12th. Gallatin is eight miles from Jack sonville, Texas, my home.
George Tiyps, 211 West Grand, Jaclrson,
T ennessee, August 13: Six were baptized
in the meeting with Edwin Hayes and the
church in Auburn, Kentucky. John McCarley
Jed the singing most acceptably. This was
my second meeting with this good church.
I begin next at Ro Ellen, Tennessee.
Lloyd Connel, 1244 S. Evanston Street,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, August 15: Closed a meet-,
ing with the church in Knott, Texas, August
9, wh ich resulted in thirteen responses: nine
bapt isms and four r estored. My next meeting is with the church in Norwich, I~ansas,
September 28 - 0ctober 11.
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0. H . Tallman, Pensaco la, Florida, August
15 : One baptized and two placed membership here with the Central congregation
last Sunday.
Raymond Whitting-ton, Carthage, Texas,
August 10: I did the preaching in a good
meeting at Malta, Texas, the l atter part of
July. There were four · baptisms and tworestorations.
Neil Watson is the regular
preacher there. We baptiz·ed one here at
home last week. I begin a meeting next
Monday at Rio Grande City, Texas.
Elmer L'Roy, 901 S. Broadway, Springfieid, Missouri, August 11: -I was with theSouthside congregation of Bonham, T exas,
in a gospel meeting earl i er this month.
Seven were baptized and six· restored. Theinterest and attendance were both good . We
enjoyed the fellowship and cooperation of
the North Bonham congregation. A good
spirit exists between the two congregations.

Oliver C. CunninghaJU, 406 Chestnut,
Cookeville,- Tenn essee, August 7: On August 3, the 'Willow Stryet chyrch of Christ
began a Daily Bible School to continue until
tl;le public schools resume work. The school
is now open to childr en of a ll ages. Marshall Keeble is to be in Cookeville August
Ross W . Dye, 408 N. Marshall, Oklahoma 16-.28 under a tent. Our 8:45 Sunday serv- ,..
City 10, Oklahoma, August 3: Three were ice is proving successfu L
baptized and two identified at Midwest City
yesterday.
Two were baptized one week
w. A. Bradfield, Henderson, T enn<jssee,
before. Contributions bave almost doubled August 10: Last night I closed a very fine
since last summer.
The work in general meeting at lVIiddleton, Tenn. From 102 to
seems to· be at its best. Eddie Baggett be- to 16tY pe6ple attended each of the afternoon
gan a singing school here today.
services. Very large crowds were present
each night, and fifteen wre baptized. R. L.
Den West, Lampasas,' Texas, August 14: Witt of Henderson led the singing and MarThree added by transfer, aroun.d 450 pres- vin Rainey, the local preacher, is .doing a
ent for worship on the Lord's day, 201 pres - fine worlr there .
ent at prayer Wednesday night. Interest and
attendance have grown during the summer.
Ah•in Jennings, P. 0. Box 10,23, Estevan,
The 'vVilmeth meeting did much good. Ad- Saskatchewan, Canada, August · 7: We reditional teachers and new classes added to cently baptized three persons on the same
care for the growing Bible school.
day we met th em. They had learned the
truth on the broadcast and desired baptism
Hugh Ousley: Brother Leroy Brownlow into Christ. All l'ive over two hundred miles
of Fort Worth just completed a very excel- . from Saskatoon, and none had ever before
lent meeting for the church here. One iden- heard of the Church of Chri~t. Eight were
tifiecl.
The crowds and interest were ex - baptized recently in this city.
ceptional. I am to begin a meeting with
the Nugent Church of Christ Friday night,
G. A. Powell, Miami, ..Arizona, with BrothAugust 14 and continue through Sunday er R. Monroe of ' Grover City, Calif., doing
night, August 23.
the preaching. One was baptized, two re -

Hershel L . Dyer, 847 S. 14th, Lincoln 8,
Nebrasl<a, August 11: One adult lady was
baptized here at the morning service last
Lord'"' day. We have increased our budget
for the latter part of this year and thus
far we are doing well towards meeting it.
'When in the Nebraska capitol, worship with
us on the corner of 14th & F.

F. w. Fogg, Apt. 12A, Herrell HoJ;lleS,
Eastman, Georgia, August 11: The church
of our Lord in Eastman, Ga., meets in the
American Legion Hall. This building is on
U. S.· Highway 23, in the north part of town.
A col'dial welcome awaits all trav'e!ers who
will worship with us.

Tom Walker, 1135 Hollywood, Dallas, Texas, August 10:
Brother Philip Spears of
Memphis, Tenn., closed a fine meeting at
Mt. Tabor July 26 with seventeen baptized
and a number restored. This is the home
of his mother and nearly all the m e mber:s
are hi s relatives.
My crowds are larger
since the. meetin g .

'\V. H. Nichols, Box 787, Columbus, Texas:
Brother Leon Locke did the preaching • in
our second meeting this year. Prior to the
meeting we placed over 800 bulletins in every home in Columbus adv e rtising the mee t ing. We advertised the meeting fn the local
paper and by placards in town. By personal
invitations we were able to fill the house
nearly every night. Brother Locl;:e did some
very fine preaching. We also had visitors
from Sealy, Bellville, Wharton, EJ Campo,
Sheridan and Fayetteville, and Rosenberg.

Leon Sav11g·e, 803 Largent, McKinney, T exas, August 12: I concluded a gospel meeting
with th e congregation in Calera, Okla., Augu s t 9th. Two were baptized into Chri s t.
I enjoy ed being ass ociated with old friends,
and making new ones. Calera is my' hom (
congreg ation . Brother R. C. Ledbetter is
their local evangelist, and a splendid coworker. I think I have never met a more
godly man than Brother Ledbetter. He is
loyal in every respect. I go next to Cleburne, Texas, Augst 17-27.

stored and eight placed membership.
We
are a new establi&hed congregation and
will welcome all who are passing through
or visiting here to meet with us. Our building, recently constructed, is on the corner of
Sullivan Street and Forest Avenue.
C. B. Thomas, Corpus Christi, Texall, August 10: The greatest vacation Bible schoO'l
ever conducted by the Ayers and Lawnview
Street Church of Christ has just closed.
Over a period of ten days there was an average daily attendance of 412.
Many of
these came from homes other than members of the church. Brother Miller, our new
educational director, is proving his worth
to us in the teaching program of the church.
Sant llletlfortl, Creswell, Oregon, Route 1,
Box 456: The London church has just c lo sed
a gospel meeting ·with ,Grover W. Hollon
doing the preaching. Brother Hollon is the
regular minister here now. He is a young
man well versed in the scripture and he
preaches just plain gospel sermons that any
one can und erstand. Paul Randall' and Foy
Martin, members of this church did the song
leading well. W 'h en in Oregon, come to London, twelve miles south of Cottage Grove,
that friendly church where you are a stran ger but once.
·
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Roy Burgess, Maysville, Alabama, August
12: The meeting in Maysville closed last
ev ening with sixteen r esponses: six baptized
and 'ten reclaimed. Brother Lindsay Allen
did the preaching in a wonderful way. Our .
Doyle Cannon, San Antonio, Texas, August effort with the McMahan congregation, near
14: I just closed a meeting at Quemado, Morrison, Tennessee, also closed with much
Texas, and have been requested to return interest and nineteen responses: 14 baptized
for a follow-up meeting this fall. I go next and five restored. To God be all praise! My
to South San Church of Christ, San Antonio, n e w address after September will be .Zellfor a meeting when they open their new wood, Florida.
building. Then to Burnet, Texas, October 19"\Vay:ne Hargrove, 5317 South Park Blvd.,
25. When in San Antonio, worsh ip with us
Last Sunday,
at Government Hill Church of Christ, cor- Houston, Texas, August 13:
the hottest day of the y~ar locally, the Macner Mason and N. New B~aunfels Avenue.
Gregor l"ark' congregation set new all-time
0. R . Alexander, 2612 Mission Street, Fort attendance records of 307 in Bible School,
20•3 in evening service, and 437 in the two
Worth 9, Texas, August 11:
Three conFour men and women
fessed wrongs in a ten days gospel meeting mon1ing services.
at Doole, Texas, which closed Sunday night. confessed faults and placed membership, one
of them having been out of duty for the
We began a seven nights meeting at Hext,
Texas, last night. Danny Warden of Irving, past twenty years. TIJ.ree men and one lady
have been baptized in the past four weeks,
Texas, is leading the songs in a fine way
in these meetings. I would like to book and several have placed membership. We
some more meetings for this fall and next plan to mov:e . into our added classrooms
year.
September 13.

W'iley W. Johnson (colored), Lubbock,
Texas, August 10: The work in Slaton, Texas, is still moving on. We had visitor$ from
Lubbock in our Sunday night service.

F. S. Harper, Box 194, Woodbury, Tennessee, August 12: I began work with the
church at Woodbury ~n June 14th. We have
started off in a good way. The attendance
and interest are good. One has beim bap. tiz<rd and one restored. Our vacation Bible
school was well attended with one hundred
and forty-five average attendance. Athens
Clay Pullias will preach In a meeting here
beginning August 23rd.
J>unes B. Scott, 722 E. Van Buren, Harlingen, Texas, August 13: A fine man, a highway patrolman, was )laptized at the morning service here last Sunday, and two placed
membership with us. A class for servicemen
has been begun a t the ·Harlingen Air Force
Base on Tuesday evenings of each wee!<. If
you !mow of servicemen stationed at thia
base, we shall appreciate having their names,
so that we may contact them.
!Unrrey W . Wilson, Mt. View, OJ;:lahoma,
August. 8: Brother V. E. Howard closed a
meeting here August 2. • He was more dynamic and f<Hceful in the presentation of
the truth than ever beforj'l. His stand for
the truth cannot be· surJ!)assed. Two were
baptized and five were restored.
I have
accepted ·work with the church in BentO~
ville, Arkansas. My new address after August 10 will be 204 F. St., S. W., Bentonvllle, Ark.
E. Laez Porter, Huntingdon, Tennessee,
August 1 11: Brother Geo. W. DeHoff was
with us during our meeting. Two were re stored and one baptized. We had a good
meeting at Shaddy, near Grove Spring, Mo.,
without any visible results. I also conducted a Bible school during this meeting. I
am now at Gardner, Tenn. Two were baptized Sunday afternoon. Beginning August
20 I have promised to be in a meeting at
Mammoth, Mo.
I

lUnrray lUarsloall, 309 South 15th, FrederIck, Oklahoma, August 10: The South Side
church here concluded a great revival in
the City Park August 5 with Foster Ramsey
of Tipton preaching. Alvin Bryan of Nashville, Tenn., led the singing. Six were baptized and two restored. Then Sunday, August 9, one more was baptized, one restored,
and one placed membership.
These good
results are the outcome of plain gospel
preaching, ' personal worl<, and the zeal of
some working members. I am at Foster,
Oklahoma, August 10-18 in a gospel meetIng.
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our stay there, there were one hundred and
seve n· additions, twenty-seve n baptisms, forty-seven res torations, and thirty-eight placing membership. We are looking forward to
a pleasant and profitable work with the
church here. This ch.urch seems to be in
spl e ndid shape to go forward.
Brother
·wright Randolph has dorte a splendid .werk
here for the past ten years. As a sound
gospel preacher, Brother Randolph has few
equals and even fewer peers. In the serv·ces here last Sunday, there were two restorations and two placed membership, All
of my correspondents will please note my
change of address.

Paul S. Gray, Box 573, Bowie, Texas, August 15: The meeting at Bonita came to a
close without any additions. The attendance
was good, attention of the best, and coop eration from surrounding congregations
very goon and much appreciated,. Attendance
and contributions have been somewhat off
here for , the past few weeks. September 16
~o 27 , I will be in a meeting with the new
congregation in Ashland, Kentucky, which
meets in a new basement meeting house at
Stanley Lockltart, P. 0. Box 391, Friona, 30th Street and Carter Avenue. This will be
Texas, August 4 : Our work with the Friona, their first meeting. October 4-,14, I shall be
Texas, church will be terminated in the' p.ext in a meeting at Shaw Avenue In Cleveland,
few weeks and, the Lord willing, we shall Ohio.
begin work with the Austin Avenue con-.
gregation · in Levelland, Texas.
The past
Bill Morgan, Box 445, Newport, Rhode
three years in Friona have been very pleas~ Island, August 1: The College Street church
ant, The congregation has enjoyed a fine of Christ in Waxahachie, Texas, will send
increase in attendance and ' the program for their evangelist, W. E. Kirk, to preach in a
this year calls for an average of $235.35 per meeting with the congregation in Newport,
wee!<. Thel"e is harmony in the congrega- R.I., August 16-23. It is ·our prayer that
tion , a nd any one selected for the worl< will this meeting will be a means of getting the
find a fine congregation.
If interested, pu;re gospel to many for the first time. We
write me. Send r ecommendations .
also hope to restore members o! the military
services who have not been faithful to the
lU. Lloyd Smith, 608 Peardale Lane, Long- Lord's work.
Average attendance here in
view, Washington August 3: The Bailey- a work less than a year old has grown
Sche\ling debate conducted at Vancouver, steadily from thirty-one in March to . eighty
w.~shington, July 20-24 on the "Supremacy in July.
Our contributions also have inof Conscience," was a great success for creased from thirty-six dollars to ninety
the truth. This was the third time 1 these dollars over the same period of time.
men had met in public debate on this subject, therefore, both speakers were 'well
B. G. Dobson, Box 529, Vivian, Louisiana,
versed on the subject. Near the conclusion August 10·: Brother J. R. Colvin of Ringof the debate Mr. Scherling said, "I'll shed gold, Louisiana, was with us in a series
all the Scriptures given with new argu- of gospel meetings July 20-27. There were
ments."
The audience laughed.
So. Mr. many visible results, although no additions
Scherling was forced to deny the Bible be- to the church. Brother Colvin shows evlfore the debate closed. This debate is to dence of loving the Lord. The first Lord's
be printed. It is being prepared now.
day in this month we had the largest attendance since moving into our new buildArthur W. Francis, Jr., Box 924, Sioux ing with the exception of the opening date.
City, Iowa, August 14: This is to inform all {)ur f:!Ontribution was $3 15. Yesterday a midof our many friends among the readers · of dle-aged couple were baptized into Christ.
the good old Firm Foundation that our son, The man had been a member of a denomiCharles, seems to · be making slow but sure national church. When pjl.ssing this way,
progress back from the long road of Polio worship with us. The building is located
and its crippling effects. He has begun to in the north part of town on highway 8.
sit up for a few moments now and Is reG. w. Weatherford, Collinsville, Texas: We
gaining some use of his left arm. His back
and right leg are still mall:!ng lmprove~ents just closed a t 'e n day meeting and Vacation
also. We appreciate your prayers and many Bible School with T. A. Shaver of Garland
expressions of friendship and love. Please doing the preaching.' Results of the effort
continue to pray w;ith us for his compl~te were two baptisms and four restorations.
recovery. The effectual fervent prayer of a Brother Shaver is one of our young men in
the Lord's work who shuns not to declare
righteous man availeth much.
the whole counsel of God.
If , you need
Thomas Allen Robertson, _2454 Belle St., someone to make clear the way, you need
1
San Bernardino, Callfornia, July 28: On July not fear to call him. This was our third
19, 1953·, I brought to a close two years of meeting with him and each year we could ·
labor with the church In Ontario, Calif. I tell he had grown in the work of preaching
am now working "with the church in San the gospel.
That is as it should be, no
Bernardino, Calif.
The church in Ontario, matter what age we are, or how lowly our
is as a whole, one of the best churches in calling. God expects growth as long as we
southern California, or we may say, any- live. We are nearing the end of our fifth
where.
Our labors there were as nea.rly year with this congregation and have seen
completely enjoyable as is possible in this quite a growth and a determined effort on
life.
The church there will support the the part of the members . to develop into
truth to the fullest extent. While we were maturity in the Lord's work.
We have
with the church in Ontario we saw it grow never labored where the cooperation of the
an,d develop In almost every way. During church has been better.
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lUax •r. Nee!, 2700 Pine Avenue, Waco,
T exas, Aug1,1st 10 : We preached our last
sermon at Herring yesterday morning in a
wonderful service. Four were restored at
the morning service and two at th e evening
service. The Sunday before, five were baptized and three r es tored. We c losed a m ee ting at Aquilla last ni g ht with six being
baptized and two r es tored . The Lord willing,, we begin our labors with the Lawndale
church in H .o uston n ex t Sunday, August 16 .
Our work at H e rring Avenue . has been the
most wonderful work we could have asl<ed
for. vVe are deeply gratefu l . Our new ad dress in Houston will be 5651 McCormick.
Correspondents please note.

tion of Brother E . R. Harper and Brother
Ylack Kercheville for our meetings this year.
The church here continues to go forward.
_ eace prevails in the congregation. The
3ldership we appreciate for their working
ogether, and weighing of matters carefully
t o keep the· church well grounded and settled and moving forward. I was in a meeting in Silsbee, Texas, July 20-29. There were
t wo baptisms. Good interest was manifeste-d
throughout the meeting. The church there
1eems to be doing good under the elders
a nd the preaching by Brother Murphy McNeil. I am . in a good meeting now at Cotto nwood, Texas. Brother L . Q. Robinson labors there. I will b e in a meeting with the
brethren in Monahans, Texas, in October,
Leonnrd C. Wal!'gOlter, Olney, T exas, Au- th is year. When coming our wa:y, worship
gust 13: Brother John H. Banister ju s t con- w ith us. Pray for us.
cluded a ten day meeting h ere last night .
Tice Elldns, 1 523 Cuba Avenu e, Alamogor .Large crowds and good interest prevailed
throughout the meeting.
Five were re- do, New Mexico, August 11: This • is to instored during the me e ting. Th e church was from those who began to believe me in
greatly edified as the result of his force- saying I could soon go out to worl<, . and
ful and effective preaching. It was a great have invited me to visit them, that a checlt
pleasure to· be associated with , this great up yesterday with my physic ian put an end
man of God. He endeared h ims elf to the to my hopes fo r som e t i me yet. Next time
chu~c h In Olney. I begin a ten day meeting I feel like going; i will go and · say nothing
at Newcastle next Monday night, August about it until I get there. I am sorry to
17- 26 with services at 8 o'cloclt each eve - have raised false hop,es in so many. But it
ning.
Brother Roy Holland, Jr., preaches is so hard to sit here idl e, and try to keep
for the church In Newcastle. Our work in something to live on, pay expenses, without
Olney continues to grow and be bl essed. worldng. That keeps me ill longer th a n if
Pray for us.
I never had a ny hope of working agai n . If
I lmew 1 never could, I might resign myself
lUnlcom P. Hinckley, 3034 .E. Gage Avenue, to such an awful fate.
Rememb'er us in
Huntington Park, California, August 12: In your prayers always. B lessings upon every
the past three weeks, two have been re- one.
stored. A new r eco rd has been achieved In
contributions. I have just returned from
George T . Elkins, Jr., Jeff erson City, Mis accompanying Brother John Wolfe on a trip souri, August 14: Brother David Coffman
to Ojocaliente, Mexico, where we at Hunt- of Novice, Texas, has just closed a ten-night
ington Park are helping and where Brother tent meetin g here. Th ere were no additions
Wolfe conducted a gospel meeting. Before or subtractions but interest from the denom•I left, four. h ad already made the confession, inational groups was excellent and many
with the likelihood that others will also good prospec ts were contacted. The church
become Chris'tians and that an entire Cb.ris- here is now supporting a preacher full time
tian church will take its stand with una- a nd conducting a local radio program weekdulterated New Testam en t teaching. Brother ly. Th e attendance has been on the increase
Wolfe is to be commended for his fine work an d the future looks promising. Brother
with the Mexican people.
The church b Coffman came to Missqurl free of any charge
growing in Mexico .
to hold this meeting but the church paid
Doyle Banta, Box 205, West H.elena, Arkans'as, August 9: Two baptized and eight
restored at Shiloh near h ere In my meeting
that closed last night. w·e •are having our
best summer with hous e full each Sunday.
We begin full support of Brother Ju Kup
Dong at Ulsan, Korea, September 1. One of
the elders, with his family, moved to Tilton,
N. H ., on August 10. He and his family are
well ~rounded in the truth. Th ey have liv ed
here several years. If you !<now of any
members around there, then write him:
Charles Davis, Route 1, Box 174, Tilton, N.
H. There are seve n in his family.
Fiv e
are m embers and the others will be when
they are old enough. They will begin worship immediately in Tilton.
H . lllcDonnld, Box 457, Rising Star, Texas,
A\]gust 12: It ·has bee n some time since I
sent in a report. I do e njoy r eading the
Firm Foundation, and all the reports of the
brethren everywh ere. Since the first of the
year there have been 23 to respond to the
ca ll. We have had two very fine meetings,
one in the spring by Brother E. R. Harper.
Some very fine preaching was done in this
meeting. The church was help ed in many
ways, as well as two b e,ing baptized Into
Christ. Our latest meeting in July with
Brother Mack Kercheville doing the preachtrig was a very Hne meeting; seven were
baptized. All were grown people and all
came out of denominations. We feel that
we couldn't have done bettev in our selec-
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work. Baptized when young as a Lutheran',
h e later preached ln the Pentecostal movement in "i"lashington. There he learned the
truth and has since been preaching the gospel of Christ. The church th ere can only
pay Brother Kipling's transportation and
yet, this with other up-keep expenses, is
more than the average contribution. Here is
a wonderful opportunity for a stronger congregation to send support and preach the
m essage of Christ in a needy place. Brother
Kipling is a man of early middle-age and
has a fine fam ily. Any correspondence may
be sent to: Church of Christ, Box 25, Clark'
l
da
le, Arizona.
E . J . Berry, 930 Juedes Avenue, Salem,
Oregon, July 30: This is the second time
this month in which we can report to you
that the cause of the Lord continues to
increase in the Keizer Commu nity here in
Salem. Last night, four more were hap tized Into our Lord-two husbands and their
wives obeyed the Lord. One couple is about
seventy ;years old and the oth er is a you n g
couple whom we have been abl e to teach
the way of the Lord before t h ey h ad been
led into error. Seven men and women h ave
been baptized here this month and · the-,
prospects are excellent that other s wi ll soo n
become obedient, as we · have a n umber of
neighbors who attend our ser vices and Bible study regularly each week, showing sincere interest in the truth.

Nelson Stark, Box 94, Anton, Texas: Jimmy Wood of Odess,a, Texas, was w ith t h e
Lawr ence Street Church of Christ in a gos p e l me e ting August 2-9 in which ten peo ple responded to the invitation. Need less to
say, Brother Wood conducted his part of
the me e ting in a fine way. This is the first
time I have sent in a report to the Firm
Foundation since 'I moved to Anton, Texas,
just one year ago. We have haq. thirty responses during the year and are enjoying a
good work here. This fine little congr egation with only ninety m embers has contributed abo ut sixty thousand dollars in the
past three years. Our building was paid for
las t fall with a contribution of $5,028 on
the first Lord's day i n December. We have
his expenses as well as furnishing m eals our budget filled for the year. When pass and l odging for h i m and his family. My in g this way, visit with 1.\S·
wife and I have just recently moved to this
Hoyt Bailey, Box 68-l, Quana,h, Texas, Aucity to work with the church. I was former gust 5: It was my privil ege to preach in
ly with the Herald of Truth in Abilene.
a meeting the first of March in Andalusia,
Bill Cofer, Hobart, Oklahoma, Au g ust 4 : A,Ja., and to speak twice on t h e the A laI have just closed a me e ting at Binger, bama Christian College Lectureship at MontOltla., with excellent attendance each eve- gomery, Ala. I did the preaching here in
ning.
There were six baptisms a nd one a me et ing the first part of July. The chu rch
restoration.
Charlie Beck is the r egular here is now broadcasting the gospel daily
preacher h e re and is doing an outstanding excep t Saturdays. Our Sunday program is
work. Services were h eld on the lawn , and at 9 a.m. ; Herald of Truth at 12:45 p.m., and
KOLJ is located
many outsiders attended each night. I am week days at 9 :05 a .m.
in a meeting now at Burns Flat, Okla., and at 1150 on the dial, and it is the strongest
we are having good attendance at each serv- stat ion between Wichita Falls and Lubbock.
ice. Brother Albert Trent of S entin el, Ol<la., This station covers the area surrounded by
conducts our meeting August 9-19.
We Wichita Falls, Abilene, Lubbock, and Amknow that he will do us a lot of good, and arillo , Texas, and Anadarko and Lawton,
look forward to each lesson. Th e work i<> Oltla. We shall be happy for those living
growing at Hobart, and plans are in the in tnis area to listen in and to write in.
m akin g for a new $50,00(Y building. When My next meeting is in Heavener, Okla.,
you are in this vicinity, come by and wor- August 17-26.
ship with us.
William lli. Nelson, 969 Ash Avenue, T em pe, Arizona, August 12: I just concluded a
well - attended m eeting with the Cottonwood
Church o'f Christ, Cottonwood, Arizona. The
little g roup averages about 20 in Lord's
day morning attendance but is working and
worshipp ing in unity and striving hard together in this difficult field. Brother Oliver
Kipling from Flagstaf is working as r egular evangelis t. He is a zealous man, 'f aithf ul to the word, and is doing a commendable

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand reguLarly a supply · of
fresh, pure, unleavene d bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and three of the pacl<ages to th,e large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2. 35, postpaid.
FIRJII FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box '17, Austin 61, Texn8
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R. =v. Wood, Box 482, Mission, Texas, Au- ily a nd I will begin working with the con gust 3: We were made h appy by a n in- gregation in Moses Lake, Was hin gton, about
crease in attendance for both serv ic es yes - August 23. We a re lookin g forward to a
terday, and with a number of visitors who fine field of labo r, and won d e rful opporwere not members of the church. Our Sun- tunities in the Columbia River Basin misday even ing chart lessons are attract i,ng sion field. Brother Reuel Lemmons has just
quite a few.
We are looking forward to completed a gospel m eeting there, and did
the completion of our hospital, a nd the mu ch good . Come out in the west and help
coming of several thousand Air Force per- us build the ldn gdom of our Lord, as the
sonne l to this permanent Jet Base. We a r e opportunities are great and work of all
hoping that some among that number will kinds is plentiful. If you lcnow of anyone
be Christians. If you know of any Air Forc e who is moving into the Moses Lake area,
men who will be coming to Moore Field, I send us their n ame and address a nd we will
sho uld lik e to have their n·ames.
I still contact them. We will have a weekly procontend that it would save the church a gram over th e local station ther e , and hope
lot of trouble and embarrassment if , be- to reach many souls. Write us. Remember
fore th ey hire a preacher they would checl;: the work in th e Northwest in your pray er s ,
upon him a little closer and find out his pocket books, and come out.
r eputation from places he. has formerly
preach e d, and how he took ca re of his obliGran\'ille Jones, Box 364, Stinnett, T exas,
·gations. Wh e n you come to the Valley, wor- Au g ust 3: During the one y ea r's labor just
ship with us.
completed with this congregation, the Lord
has blessed us with 31 baptisms, 21 restoraJ. Ed Ulaml , Box 828, Mo;;es Lake, Wash- tion s and 39 to indicate their desire to wor in gton, Atigust 3 : Two very fine young ship and labor with us, making a total of
g·ospel preach e rs from .Joshua, Texas, hav e 91 precious souls a dd ed in this commun ity.
just completed a weel(s meeting here in This -congr egatio n a lso sent me for two
Cody, and we a ll feel that much good has !11ission meetings during the year, as weli
been don e. Th e big need now is for a man as making substantial contributions to the
to lo cate h ere and continue the work started ne e dy in· our community and in other plac es.
a . year and a l1alf ago. Th e Cody church Truly this congregat ion has a mind to
can rai se $100 per month toward the sup- worlc
W e are gratefu l to God fo r the
port of a man, and if some group of con- opportunity and the ability to s h a re· o u r
gregations can r a ise $3 00 more per month, bless ings with oth e r s. My next meeting is
a man can li ve in this community. Breth- to b e in October with the br ethr e n in Goodren, l et's awal<e to the n e~.(]s right at our well, Okla., wh re Brother J ohn Maples
own doorstep, so to sp<;Jak, and put a man preaches. When you are coming through
in this mission field. What will your con- the high plains, worship with us.
gregation do toward thi s effort? Come up
and inv estigate. Write to any of the preach Otta Johnsou, 720 W. Hull, Deni~on, T ex ers or elders in the sur1·ounding area, and as, August 15: Last Sunday was a great
then l et your conscience be yo ur guide. We day for the Lord l:i'ere in th e Armstrong Avhave enjoyed the fellow sh ip of many tour- enu e congregation. There were three ba.l'!ists this su mm er, and they have seen the tisms . All of the three had been m ember~
n ecessity a nd value of a congr ega-tion in of the Baptist church. One was baptized on
th is western outpost.
Address all corre- the Sunday before last. Besides these four,
spondence and ass istance to Brother Charles s ix othe r s have b ee n baptiz ~ d since my last
D'Spain, Box 817, Cody, Wyoming. My fam- report. Five of these were baptized in our
meetihg which was held by Jim Swafford,
Melrose, New Mexico . I have held three meetin gs la tely: at Colbert, Oklahoma, with two
bapti s ms; at Pleasant Grove, in Dallas, with
one baptism and one confession of fault~;
and at Oakwood, Texas, with thr ee baptisms.
It was a wonderful privilege to work with
Brot¥J.er Durward Boggs in th e Dallas me e ting a nd Brother Monro e Redding in the
Oal~w.oo d me e ting. Both of these men are
fine. gospel preachers. Any congregation that
needs a preacher for a gospel meeting,
would do well to us e ith e r of them. Brothe·r
Ret'jding plans to hold mor e meetings in 1954.
\Vrite him if you peed him.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. ltlarks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New Yor'k
WILLIAltl N. FRYE~EvangeU.t
ROGER W, HAWLEY- Evangellst
Snndny- 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.lll.
'Vednes<lny-7 :30 P.ltl.
Phone•
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4-4736
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HERALD QF TRUTH
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Bobb Gowen, Westwood, California, July
!.4 : The f ir st of May I b egan work w ith

Sermon: Aug. 30, "Songs In
The Night."
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t ians m eeting there.
Brother Jack Free man concluded a meeting th e re July 13th
with good attendance.
Brother Freeman
would lik e to mov e up to h e lp this congregation, but h e also needs support. Brethren, th is i s truly a mission fie.ld. Pray for
us for sure-help u s financially if possible.
If you can 't send a dollar send a dime to
help these yo un g co n g r egations.
Contact
Foy Simpson for the Quincy work or Den ver Guess for the \V estwood work I have
just returned from a meeting a t vValnut
Springs, · AI'k. (near DeQueen) . Many old
friends and neighbors attend ed the meeting.
This is the congTegat ion wh ere' I was baptized 11 years ago . Three men were ad ded
to the Lord's body. It is wonderful . when
a ny soul obeys th e gospel, but especially
so wh en m embers of your own family obey.
One ot the happi est moments of my life
was >Yhen I baptized my 70 year· old grandfather into Christ. The Lord's word will
not return unto him void . To him be praise
and glory for ever. Brother James I. McFie
of Grants Pass, Ore., will preach in a meetin g h ere begin;..ing Augu~t 3.
,V, F. Showers, Box 104, Pleasa nton, Tex as, July 30 : I closed a meeting last night
in Karnes City, 'l'exas , that resulted in one
restoratio n. This is truly a work that is
d ese rving of mor e outside help. The church
here se nds ~5 0 p er month to the worl;: th(Olre
and supported the meeting· just concluded.
Brother "D. C. J ennings is the full time m inist e r there and has been for four monthsjust long e nough to see that the prospects
are great if he can stay on the ground.
Th e treasury is virtually d ep leted with just
$40 left. With an average contribution of
twenty-two dollars per Sunday and the $50
per month from Pleasanton, any one can see
that they need help and n eed it now. Th e
church ·in Runge, T exas, has $1000 la id aside
for them in a Buildt:lg Fund when they outgrow th e m eeting place they now have.
The membership numb ers a bout one dozen
in a town of 2500 people. Consider this
work seriously and write Brother D. C. Jen nings, Karnes City, Texas, and tell him how
much you can send regularly per week or
month.

0. R. Perkins, 302 W. Cal if. Street, Ruston,
Louisiana, August 6: The meeting at Bernice, La., closes Saturday night of this weelc
I am doing the preaching in tllis .effor t .
Two have been restored to their first l ove,
and five have been baptized · i nto Christ. We
give God the glory and pray that the church
will be strengthened everywhere. On Monday night, August 10, we bega n · a • gospel
meeting at Step Roc!;;, Ark. Tifen on August 21 we shall be with the church at Clinton, Ark., in a Vacat ion Bible School and
gospsl meeting. It is our prayer that much
and lasting good will be done in this work.
'!:h e Lord willing we are planning to return
here the first of September and "then the
first of Octob e r go to Homer, La., to work
with Brother Pete Staggs, the local minister and the church there in a gospel meeting. The work in Ruston is growing and
the brethren see mto have a mind to wo rk.
vV e expect gr eat thin gs of our efforts here.
My brother, E . G. Perkins, from p,utnam,
T exas, is doing the preach in g here while I
am away in m eetings. · May a ll saints rem e mb e r us in prayers. We 'give thanks to •
God always for you.

this littl e congregation which is located
in north e rn Califo rnia in the Sierra Nevada
mounta ins. Since moving here we have had
a m eeting in ·which Brother Charles Swan
did the preachin g . It was a very fin e m ee tin g i n which four young souls caine for ward dedicating their Jiv es to Christ. Thi s
was the second meeting that Brother Swan
has h e ld here since the congregatiOif was
establ ished one year ago. The harv est her e
is plentiful as there are five towns around
us h ere in which the L ord's church is yet
to be es tablish ed. I pray that the Lord will
send workers or at least some congregation
will · see that the wo'l·kers or a t l east some
Oscur 0. Coo~>cr, Spartanburg, South Carocon g regation will see that the workers in li na, August 17 : S in ce I came h ere March 1,
this area can d evo te thejr full time to the and b eg a n worl;: with the Central congre gospel. Two wee ks ago a group of Chris- gation, two h ave bee n restored to their first .
tians started meeting for the first time in love. Everyth in g seems to be go ing nicely
Quincy, Calif. This is a county seat and with much room for growth . Remember the
I believe there are four families of Chris - work in the Carolinas in your prayers.

,
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Maurie<" A,. lUeredith, Box 1222, Richland,
Washington, August 4: Brother d. Willard
Collins, vice president of David Lipscomb
College, closed a f in e gosP'{l meeting h e r e,
last Wednesday evening. Th e day services
exceeded all .expectations and broke a ll records. Th e attendance for the ni g ht services
also set all -tim e highs. A number made
acknow l edg m <Ont of wrongs, a n d six were
bap t i ~d.
Th e co ngregati on is in much better cond ition fo·r Brother Collins' havi n g
come. I plan to l eave the last of this weelc
to attend th e Flathead' Lake Encamp m ent,
in Montana, where I will t each some classes
and be the e.-ening speaker.
My tract,
"Dead to 'l'h e Law," is in the process of being r e printed. Anyone wis hin g ~ a free copy,
may have the same by addressing their request to me as per t h e above address .
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is moving to Bartlesville, Okl ahoma, where
he will be aff iliated with Central Christian
College as a member of the facu l ty. We
leave the congrega tion here at J ay much
stronger, bol!h numerically and spi ritually.
From a little,' faithful band of twenty mem bers three years ago, the church h as grown .
to a m emb ersh ip . of sixty, twenty -five be in g added by ba,ptism, eight by restoration,
a nd the r est by transfer of membership. We
are thankful to God for his many blessings
and pray ' that the wo rk of the Lord may
con.t inue to prosper here as well as the n ew
work in which we are about to engage.
VVe are n'ow in a meeting with Brother Jim
L. Calvert of Alpin e, ;rexas, doing th e
preaching. We ant icipate a gr eat m ee ting
' laving begun with a large number in at·.e ndance both nights so far.
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tized h ere last Lord's day. I go to Cel este,
Texas, to be g in a meeting on Fr iday night
before the third Sund ay in this month. Vacatio n time has brought the usual summer
sl ump in our wor lr h ere, but ther e are signs
that we a r e coming baclr to normaL We
had a capacity audience last Lord's day.
For i ts size the Eas tside church carries a
h eavy load of miss ion a nd benevol e nt work.
.V.ANTE D, exper ie nc ed cleaner and presser.
'refer married man, whose wife could work
m rt time as s ilk finisher. Would g ive in :erest in plant to good Chr istian man, who
-vo~1 ld ass ume r esponsibility of op e r ation of
Jlant. Only shop in county of 3,00 0 population, 1500 in town .
JUODEL CLEANERS
Rockspring·s, Texas

Leon SharJ.>, Box 325, Bronte, Texas, July
17: We moved to Bro n te 32 mon,t hs ago to
worlr for the Lord ;with ttlese good' br ethren. We are st ill e nj oy in g our worl< with
them very m11ch. Bronte is a small farming and ranching community, with a littl e
oil activity st ill. A few years ago the oil
industry boomed, but now the in dustry h as
lev e l ed off to product ion only a nd the boom
is over. During that time we h a d several
famtili es to come and go, . and the ir help
was great, a nd we fee l t h e l oss g r eater.
I n 32 months we have baptized twenty ; four
have made confessio n s of fa ult. Our spr ing
meeting was quite successfu l w i th Brother
E . M. Steph of Ozona preaching. The vacat ion B ib l e schoo l was also s uccessfu l w ith
a total e nrollment of 105. Beginn ing August 2, Brother Ii=em•eth J. Arrington of
Wichita Falls, Texas, will preach for t en
days a nd nig hts for u s. We a re loo king
forward to this m eeti n g w ith much anticipation.
Don 1\lcl\lilllen, Beaumont, California, August 13: A b elate d but strong and h eartfe lt
amen to your ed itoria l, " On To N egl ec ted
Fi e lds." I recently moved to Beaumont to
tak e the work as th e ir fi.rst r egular minister. In turn this is my first assi g nment as
a full-time m~n i s t e r. I was sent h ere and
h ave been s uppo rt e d for th e mo s t p ar't by
the Hawthorne, California, congregation. It
is r egrett;tble that m o r e str o ng . congrega tions do not support such a program. Th e
brethren h ere h a d b een m eeting in a n old
build in g a bout a mile out of town. Th ey h ave
just co mpl e t e d a nice building in a very
fine locati on in: town with a seatin g capacity of around 200. I m ov e d ' h er'e on July 1.
On July 13 the Hawth o rn e co ngr egatio n sent
B r oth e r George W . McCollum, th e ir regular
minister, to hold us a meeting. Since July 1
we h ave had seven additio n.s. May God r e ce ive a ll of the honor an d g lory ! Brethren,
· how w il'l we answer the question of th e
lo st of Beaumont, California, in that great
day, " Wh er e was the gosp e l prior to July 1,
1953, in B eaumont?" Amen, Brother Sho walter, ON TO NEGLECTED FIELDS!
LeRo~·
DaYls, Box 287, J ay, Oklahoma,
Augu st 12: I ju st c lo sed a m eeting a t Timber Hill, Ok lahoma, Aug u st 5. Inter est was
v ery goo d, a nd at t e nda n ce was beyond that
expected. Fou r were baptized during the
m ee tin g·, a nd two more th e following SUn d ay as a .r es ult of it. I was privileged t o
baptiz e a lady 83 years of age h e r e Sunday night. .Afte r nearly three year s of fruitful work with the good congregatio n h ere,
we are moving September 1 to Lawre nce ,
Kansas, to begin work with the church at
1.501 · 'New Hampshire. Bro,th er
Taylor
Carter, who h a.ll been. preaching for the
church ·there for seve~a.l yea.rs, and who
has doJt·e a wonderful 'Work at Lawrence,

fi'Y·

George True Baker, Easts ide Church of
Christ, Kermit, T exas, August 4: The East side church in Kermit held -a singing school.
with Brother Holland L. Boring, Sr., teaching during the f irst part of June. This was
followed in two weeks by a Vacation B ible
School which had a n average attendan,ce of
153, the . largest in o ur hi s tory.
In July,
the church sent me · t o Houlton, M a in e, for
a week's meeting. Brother Marvin R. Martin preaches for the Houlton co ngregation
wh ich is three years old.
The churc h i n
Kermit h as supported Brother Martin from
the beginning ' of the work in Houlton. A
Vacation Bible Schoo l was in prog'r ess w ith
the Houlton church during the meeting. Assis ting in the sc h ool were · Brother Shirley
Morgan of' Unity; Malne, w ith t,w o of the
yo un g la di es fro m the c hur ch there, and
Brothetr H arpld Thomas of Ba:ngor with his
daughter. B ro ther Morgan a lso directed th e
song service for the me e ting. One young
man was bapt ized during the meeting. A
larg e numb er of outside people, att en d e d the
services w hi ch was a tri b ute to the r espect
which Brother <l.nd Sis t er Martin en j oY\ in
the community. Brother and Sister Curtis
Allen of the Ken.;., it 'congregation a lso ac compan ied "m e to Maine and prov id ed th e
transportation. In my absence Brother T.
J. Powell did t_h e preaching. One was bap -

CHRIST OR MODERNISM

Off the press but few days w ith only
one public n otice. Orde{'S are coming surprisingly fast. Pardon me, but I believe
it contains documentary facts that every
believer in the Bible should have. $ 2.50.
W . W . OTEY '
Belle Plain@, Ran sas
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"YOU ' CAN DO PERSONAL WORK"
The First Edition was 5,000 copies
-Second Editio'n, 10,000 copies
- Third, late Revised Edition, 10,000 copies

* * * *
The above record indicates the popularitrr
and value of this instr uctive book. The truthfulness and meaning of the title is apparent to
all faithful people who h ave studied their Bible.
Says the author : "Why s·h ould businessmen
be more zealous in carrying on their business
than we are in spreading the kingdom of God?
Why should they manifest more wisdom in
their business relationships than we do in winning souls for Christ?" Also, Christ said: "The
children of this world are in their generation
wiser than the children of light."
We might safely say that thousands of people have been led to Christ through the activities of those who have read this book.

Price: $2.50
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin, Texas
looooooooooooooooooooooaooooo~oooooooooooooooooooooooooooool
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SM:{TH - 1\IORROW DEBATE
L . R eese l\lcDougald

four nights d iscussion of subj ects involv in g the des tiny of so uls was held at
H ickor y Grove Church of Christ nea r Prescott, Ark., l\Iay 26-29 , and was heard by
people who otherwise would n ever have
l'nown the way of life and salvation.
'£he disputants, Oscar Sm i ~h , Jr., of Dudley Avenue Church of Chr ist, Texarl,an a,
and R. H. Mo r row, of l\liss ionary Grove Baptis t Church, Prescott, Ark ., conduc t ed themselves as gentlemen, but that doesn't m ean
tha t t hey " p u ll ed punches" . T he li nes wer e
clearly drawn an d the d ifferences b e t ween
the two churches were h eate dly di scu ssed .
Mr. ·w. E . Sherr ill , a v ete r a n B ap t ist d e bater, mo d erated for Mr. Mo r row. Bro th er
Stacks of Texarkana, mo d er a t ed fo r B ro th e r
Smith.
T he atmospl1ere of f ri en dlin ess,
neighborliness, a ttentiven ess , a nd t ol er a n ce
that prevailed t hroug h out th e entir e discu ssion was imp r essive.
T h is go od b eh a vi or
an d the k een interest of the pub lic will l ead
m e to bel ieve that o t her d iscu s s io ns will foll ow in this area in th e years t o come.
The· sub j ects d iscussed we r e b a pti s m and
apostacy. This debate was a d eci sive v ic to r y f or th e tr u t h . Broth e r Smith p resse d
A

100,000 SOLD

BIBLE BRIEFS
and ·

Mr . Mor row fr om the ver y f ir s t ni gh t. He
con ti nually r em inded Mr . Morrow that hi s
loyalty to h is "Ca lv in is t ic th eology " h a d
gotten h im into t he "d il emma" h e w as in,
and suggested that a return t o t h e p lain,
simple teachi n gs of the Bib l e wo uld ca u se
his "troubles" to vanish li ke a "bu bb l e ."
The church at Hickory Grove feels that it
has b e en strengthened and tmco u raged t o
worl' more diligen t ly for the cause.
An int eresting sidelight was t h e appeara nce of Brother C .R. N ich ol, tha t veteran
defe nder of the t ruth, the last t wo nig h ts
of the d ebate.
People were heard intr oducing th em se lve•
this way: " I heard you defeat B en Bogard
a t Shover Spri ngs 40 years ago . . . . D r ove
·from B lu ff Cit y in a wag on, a dis t anc e of
aUout 40 mi les."
Another:
"Bro t her Nichol, I h ear d you
hush Boyce Tay l or a t B enton , Ky., in t h e
twenties."
Another: "R em ember m eeting Bogar d a t
Cr ank' s Scho ol House n ear H ope, Ark ., 26
yearS ago.
A n d still a n o th er :
'Brother Nich ol, r e m ember h ow y ou s t op pe d Sh err ill f r om calling you a 'Campbelli te' a t Pisgah, n ear D e li ght, Ark. , 18 years ago?"
Hern ind ed of those b at tl es for t r uth of
years gone by, Broth e r Nicho l sm il ed. A n d
then, s a ddened in a ll probabili ty by th e
t h ought tha t s om e of the :Partic ip a nts in
those affrays h a v e crossed the g reat divide
ri ot havin g obeye d th e tru t h , he turn ea t he
co n versatio n s to oth er thin gs.

SERMON OUTLINES
G. H. P. Shownlter and

w.

111. Davt.

A New Printing of the Enlarged Edition
Price,

00 centsJ

Dozen, ,:>.W

We have just printed several thousand
copies of "Bible Briefs and Sermon Out·
Jines."
Printed on the specially thin, opaque pa·
per with clear, bold type; 216 pages, so thiD
that it may conveniently be carried in th~
vest pocket.
·
Contains Nearly 200 Subject and Sermon
Outlines
A comprehensive view of the Bible in Ita
relation to man as set .forth In a. series ot
s!ilriptura.l themes by which the Bible becomes its own Interpreter.
"The Bible," "Unity of
the Bible," "Composition of
the Bible," "Facts About
the Bible," "Helps for BIble Rea ding," "Rules for
Bible Study," ' 'The Dispensations of Religion,"
"P roper Division of the
Word of God," etc.
S c r i p t u raJ references
throughout the outlines.
A most wonderful book
of s e rmons on the fundamentals and on congregational
development.
To
these extensive outlines
Is
add e d
the
famous
"Hedge's Rules of Honorabl e
Co ntrov ersy,"
s e t
f o rth b ;Y' Dr. L e v i H e dge,
which Rul es are g en erally
acc ep t e d and used . by deb a t er s.
Remember, this Is not only the latest but
the "Enlarged Edition".
Every preacher
should have a.t least or:e copy for hls owD;·
personal use.
· This book, we believe, has no superior a.e
a book for study In class work. It Is very
peculiarly adaptable as a text for a clase
of ' leaders and prospective preachers. Notwlthstancllng the high cost of production ,
the price remains the same, that is 60c per
copy postpaid, or $6.6G per dozen. Why not
send your order today? If you have never
seen this book, you will be amazed at th&
fullne::~ ~ a:ad nnormt. us volu me of Its con·
tents.

- - - -·0•- - - SIX TH ANN U A L E N CAl\IPl\IENT CLO SE S
A'l' C A l\IP TANDA ON BIG BEAR LA.Ii:E,
CALIFORNIA
Jack Dntes
Som e forty evange lis ts and eld ers from
churches in th e Southern California and
lo wer San Joaquin Valley took part in the
Tanda Enca mpment which closed Sunday,
July 6th. Brother S. H. Hall of Arcadia
preach ed at both services the first Lord's
day wl\il e E. W. McMillan of Whittier served
as principal speaker most of the first week.
Oth er brethren speaking at evening s ervices were: Nyal Royse (Los Angeles), Jean
Valentine (Pasadena), Jay Durbin (Buena
Park), Wayland James (Long Beach), Malcom Hinckley (Huntingtin Park), Hugh M.
Tiner (Los Angeles), and John Allen Hudson (El Monte). We are grateful to these
able brethren for their willingness to leave
th e ir local work to share these fine lessons
with us.

Tuesday, August 25, 1953
E ach w eek-day morning b egan w ith a d e vot ion a l progr a m u nder the pin e tr ees, f ollowe d by B ible classes and a discu ss iorl
progr a m . T he topic of sp iri tual ity was the
them e of t he discussion . g r oups bo t h weeks
of t h e Encampment. ·Brother and Sister
Ralph Chase tau ght the adult me n s ' a n d la di es' c lasses respectively.
T here was on e
baptism, t h at of a fi n e yo u ng woman , aged
20 years, w h o is a g r aduate of Occ identa l
College . in L os Angel es.
Large numbers of young people were pres ent duri ng t he Encfl.mpmen t s i nce t h e f irs t
week a Boys' program was plann ed a nd th e
second weel<: a Girls' program was conducted u nder sk ill e d co u nse ll ors. These yo u ng sters attended c lasses a n d evan gelisti c se rvices and we are grateful for their presen c e.
This is t he s ixth summer the Broadway &
Waln ut con g r egat ion has arr a n ged th e pro gram for th e T anda E n campmen t o n B ig
Bear L ake and we a r e en cou r aged by r ea son of the attendan ce, t h e interes t shown ,
and t h e f in e conributions m ade b y bre thr en
taking p a rt in t h e E ncampme nt.
Santa Ana, Califor n ia
Ross 1\Ic G inn ls, P. 0 . Box 5 34, T aft, Ca lifo rn ia, July 30: Th e wo rk of th e L ord co nt.inues to go forwar d here in T aft. T he w i fe
an d I w ill h ave b een w ith th e chur c h h er e
one year Au g u s t 17. Du r in g this tim e· th er e
have bee n a n umber of addi tions a n d the
attenda nce h as doubled. The ch urch h as a
t en nig hts d eb at e sch e dul e d w ith the Mis s ion a ry B a pti s t peopl e whi ch is to b eg in
S ept ember 7 and continue throu g h t he 18 in
w hi ch I a m to r ep r esent t h e church of
Christ, a nd E . E. Cra wford of McFa rla n d
t o r ep r es ent the B a ptists. Proposition No.
1 is,
" The M ission a ry B a ptis t Churc h of
which I, E. E. Craw ford, a m a m emb er, is
in fact the church of the N ew T es tament
a nd is in harmony with the N ew T est a m e nt
in ongm, faith, doctrine, practice, and
name." Proposition No. 2 Is the s ame as the
above, except, the clause, "The Mis sionary
Baptist Church" it is "The Church of Chris t
of which I, Ross McGinnis, am a memb er,
is the Church of the New Testament." Fi ve
nights of two hours each night will be given
to each of the above propositions. Also, the
church has two mission meetings scheduled
for the latter part of September and th e
first of October, one. at Maricopa, seven
mil es east of Taft, and one at F e llows, s even
mile s w est of Taft. If it is the Lord's will
I shall do the preachin,g in both of th e
above meetings. All victories won give God
the glory. '

Warren-Ballard Debate
Essentiality of baptism discussed. Contains material on the Emphatic Diaglott and on the inspiration of Mark 16:9-20 that is found
in no other book. Price-$2.50.
MORMONISM-EXPOSED back ln print, same price-$2.50.
WALLACE-HUNT DEBATE on instrumental, music ready for delivery soon. Send in your money and we will 'ship the book just as
soon as it comes from the press. Price-$2.50. (Hunt would not cor- 1
rect his speeches and other things prevented us printing this book
sooner).
Order fromTELEGRAM BOOK CO.
608 Peardale Lane
Longview; Wash.
•·
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TO WHOlll IT liiAY CONCERN
NEWSW'EEH: lUAGAZINE WRITES ABOUT ing Frederick $1000 on our station wagon
CHURCH OF CHRIST NEAR
and we have not received enough monthly
We are sti ll striving to serve the Lord
JACU:SONVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA
support to be able to pay anything on it
r ece ntly.
We also badly need a home of in an acceptable manner at Gordon Church
lU. Non·el Young
our own here because rent is costing us $56 of Christ, Post, T exas. The· worl< is growing
Members of the church were gratified to a month which we can hardly pay and carry spiritually, but will state · just ·here that
notice the favorable publicity given · the on our work. Any help toward the building Brother Jesse Eubanl<s of Lueders, Texas,
church in the July 27th issue of Newsweek should be sent direct to me by eheck. Any closed his worl' with us June 28. Broth\'r
on page 46 . Of course, there were somr, help toward the station wagon d~bt or Eubanks has been with us about three and
terms used by the writers which showed monthly support should be sent to L. E. one-half years. We are glad to say that
his work has been a pleasure with all conthat they didn't understand the undenomi- Mitchell, ~ox 883, Frederic!,, Ol<la.
national nature of the church,· but on the
Thanks very much for the space allowed cerned. I'Ve surely regret his leaving. We
whole the article was very complimentary us for these reports. May God continue to have grown both in spirit and number.
and it will cause a lot of people to thir{l, bless you and the Firm Foundation in the Brother Eubanks left the. Gordon Church
of Christ with no ill will in any way. His
about the church and perhaps to visit some great work done.
r easo n for closing his work is due to the
church of Christ neal! them. It t ells about
fact that he had to drive from Lu eders,
how in the spring df 1952 a fe'w Marin es
some 150 miles each Lord's day, and back
near Camp Lejeune decided to begin me et LATIN -AlllERICAN WORn: _>\.T
after services at night which, of cour:>e,
ing and in June of that year they called
GEORGE
WEST,
TEXAS
were long and tiresome hours, therefore he
Brother Joe S. Hyde of Jacksonville, Alathought it best to tal<e a r est. Now we
bama, to come and work 'Yith them. Then
Burl B. Brockman
would be glad to recommend Brother Euthey all decided to get together and build
a building. They gave $1,000 of their own
The latter part of March we moved here banks to any congregation who wants the
and with the help of other congregations to preach to the Spanish-speaking people faith taught as it is in Christ Jesus. We
they were able to get together about $3000. in this locality. Attendance to the services esteem him highly in the doctrine he esThey did their own work. The article in- has be en as hig·h as 45 per service. During pouses, and the life he lives. We now have
cludes a picture of one of the :Marines and this time there have b een no baptisms but with us Brother Morris McFarlin, from
Brother Hyde.
Certainly this· is a com- there is still g·ood interest and we look Lubbock, Texas. We hope to continue to
mendable project and the ed itors of News- forward to the time when we will be able march forward in the army of Christ.
(Signed): R. W. Barton, J. 0. Reed, R.
week are to be commended in their fair to baptize several who will have a convicL. Hagler, R. lVL Turner.
coverage of the story.
tion and grow spiritually.
On the night of July 25, 1953, Brother Jose
-------0------"\V, A. Harrison, Box 46, Burns Flat, OklaV. Dias of San Antonio debated Mr. Pedro homa, August 4:
NEWS FRO!U LUSA;KA, NORTHERN
It has been some lime
Salinas
(Fentecostal)
of
Oal;:ville·
,
T
exas.
RHODESIA
since I have reported concerning the work
The d ebate was held in the Anglo ehurch here through the Firm Fo'undation.
Nevbuilding and attendance was well over 200 ertheless we have been doing. our best in
H. E. Pierce
Latin-American
people
in
the
building
with
July has been the slowest month in our
advancing the cause of Christ in this comwork here since December.
The weather many staying on the outside. ' Mr. Salinas munity.
I am a constant reader of the
has been windly and cold for outdoor meet- affirmed, "The Pentecostal church is a New Firm Foundation and thin];: it is worth it;;~
Brother Dias denied. weight in the good it is doing. The Burns
ing. Th en the boycott worked up ag~inst Testament church."
us by the Watchtower p eople and the Cath- Salinas, being ignorant of how to d ebate, Flat school system is in need of a teacher
olics has been quite effective. They have spent . his first affirmative speech (30 min- that has a math major, and also able to
told all kinds of lies to keep people away utes) reading to the crowd the creed of the .teach history, nd serve as the principaL
from us.
Whenever new people come to Pentecostal church. Brother Dias used most We desire to see a faithful member of the
the compound they immediately poison of his time teaching the crowd of som e church apply for this position. That would
them again us. We are turning more at- basic Bible truths. He answered well any be an asset to the Lord's work here. The
tention to personal work to try to overcome arguments presented by Mr. Salinas. Order superintendent here is a member of the
some of this evil influence.
We had no throughout the· discussion was excellent and church. There are also one or two others
additions for the month at Chilanga or Lil- we appreciate the fact that there are to be in the school system who are members. If
two more sessions at later dates.
you are interested, contact Asa Marshall,
ayi.
Elders, pr eachers, members of the body Superintendent, Burns Flat School, Burns
From the 13th to the 18th of July we took
Th e church work here goes
· a few days to get a little change from the of Christ, what have you done in your com- Flat, Okla.
incessant grind of day in and day out work munity toward reaching the Latin-Ameri- welL At the present time we are in the
obligations. We went about 200 miles to cans?
Do you knock only doors of the midst of a very promising gospel meeting
the northwest of Lusaka to the north end white sk inn ed, using the excuse that "I ,\,ith Brother Bill Cofer of Hobart, Okla.,
of the Kafue National Parle We hoped to Elon't speak Spanish"? Brethren, they are doing the preaching. We feel that from all
have a little rest and to see some of the taught secular subjects in schooL Th ey can indications several will respond to the gos game we had not been able to see. We if someone will be taught the gospel in the pel call as well as the church being strength Read what Peter said ened by the timely and ably delivered lescamped on the bank of the Kafue River 62 English language.
miles from the nearest little town. You in Acts 10•:34 and asl;: yourself, "What ex- sons from God's holy word. May the praycan believe me that it is wild country. cuse do I have for at least not trying to . ers of faithful saints everywhere ascend to
There were not even any native villages convert the persons who speak Spanish but the God in heaven daily for the advancement
of- the Lord's work.
with in miles of us. We were in the open can also be taught Christ in English?"
without any protection whatever. Some of
the family may have rested but I didn't.
The daytime was peaceful enough but th e
niglit was something else. I stayed up for
thre e nights to keep a big fire burning to
give what protection it would afford. The
fir'St night hippo came ou.t of the niver near
our camp and gave several snorts at the
sight of our light~. We weren't much bothereby them. The second night was scarcely
disturbed.
From midnight to daylight of
the third night two lions roared w i th very
very little rest. The next morning we moved
our camp 80 miles nearer to civilization to
a very nice artificial lake built and c ontrolled by the Game and Tse-tse Department. I really enjoyed the rest of the time
our with canoeing, fishing and restful quiet.
I hate to keep writing about financial
difficulties but if we are to do the work for
which we are here we must have more help.
My appeal for a building for Chilenje received very poor response bringing l ess .than
UPr,<I1N4~.tslllld~nu~s 6J ~~ite~~ &ki~h
$150 of the $3000 needed. We are still ow<
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Few books, among the many that are now being offered for sale, .will bear a favorable comparison with this
New Book by W. M. Davis, our first page editor. The second thousand has now been printed, and the hundreds
that have bought, "Things To Consider" are profuse in their praises of the contents of the book. This is the
Book for the home of every Christian. For the evening in the home, if you want something that will interest
you, that is filled with encouragement, consolation, comfort-and that will make you feel like you want to live
a better ilfe, to cling to the Savior and do his will, please note the contents of this book and see that a copy
finds a place in your home. The regular price is $3.50 per copy. But here is our Special Sale" offer-

"THINGS TO CONSIDER"ONE ' COPY
TWQ COPIES

s'3.00
·- -- -- --r - - - -~ ----- - ------ - ---------

5.00
10.00

FIVE COPIES
1. THE PRICES ARE POSTPAID provided you send remittance with order. Why not have four others join you for the ,
purchase at the lo'w est rate of $2.00?

vided into special spbjects. To illustrate we give you here
the contents by subjects of chapter 8, on "CHRISTIAN LIVlNG":

2. NO BETTER BOOn: could be selected for a special gift
to each member of your class.

1. "HOW ARE YOU LIVING," 2. IDGHER GROUND,"
3. "TIDNGS OF FffiST 11\lPORTANCE," 4. "WITHIN AND
WITHOUT," 5. "THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD,"
6. "STUl\l!3LING BLOCKS," 7. "WOOD HAY STUBBLE,"
8. "WANDERING STARS," 9. "SWIFT TO HEAR," 10. "BRIDLE YOUR TONQUE,"
11. "THE DOUBLEl\'IINDED
1\lAN." "12. "EPISTLES OF . CHR.I ST," 13. "THE l\'IODERN
JUDAS," ''EARNEST PRAYER."

3. NOTHING IS l\'IORE SUITABLE as a birthday or wedding gift.

4. VERY APPROPRIATE as a gift to father, mother, or
to husband or w ife.
THE BOOK CONTAINS 11 chapters, each chapter subdi-

. CAN YOU THINK OF ·ANY BETTER READING FOR YOUR OWN PERSONAL BENEFIT?
I

F RM OUNDATION
PUBLISHJN.G HOUlE
Austin 61, Texas
Post Office Box 77
-·•
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National Weekly, World-Wide in Mission , Definite In Policy-the Defense ot the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Un• der Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having tbls seal: The Lord Knoweth
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W. M. DAVIS
Are You Ready?
Paul was ready for anything that was at hand, whether it
was propitious or adverse. He was ready to preach the gospel
anywhere there was an open door. "So, as much as 1in me is,
I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are in Rome also"
(Rom. 1:15). Rome h as always been a hard place to preach
the gospel. This was true when Paul said he was'· ready to go
there. One who has the gospel committed to him should be
ready any time to preach the gospel any place.
Paul was not only ready to live and preach, but .h e was ready
to die. When this solemn time came to him, he wrote to Timothy, saying, "For I am now ready to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand" (2 Tim. 4:-6). The only thing
that makes one ready to die is preparedness. I can't think of
anything more disquieting in the hour of death than a deep
sense of guilt in the sight of God. Much of the anguish of the
dying hour is attributable to unpreparedness to meet God.
Who is ready to die? How many are prepared to meet God?
The number is very limited. The majority 'of people are conscious of inadequate preparation. There is always something
else they want to do before they die-some error of life they
wa.n t to correct. Events that settle man's eternal destiny are
very serious. Life is one, and we do not take it as seriously
as we should. Death is another event that concerns man's eternal destiny. It means the end of all opportunities to improve
our lives. And then the judgment is the last event that settles
our destiny.
Lif-e, death and the judgment day are the three events that
concern the ultimate destiny of every person. These are things
that no one can escape. We cannot hire a substitute to live,
die, and be judged for us. These events we must meet for
ourselves. Are you ready?
I

Who Is On The Lord's Sid,e?
When Moses saw the great sin of Israel in worshipping the
golden calf, he said, "Who is on the Lord's side? Let him
come unto me" (Exod. 32 :26). It is easy for men, by a course
of false reasoning, to put themselves in rebellion against God.
It seems exceedingly stral1ge that Aaron, Moses' own brother,
could make up his mind that there was nothing wrong in
making a golden calf to satisfY. the people.
,
By false reasoning it may 'be that Aaron decided that there
was no harm in it-just an instrument by which to worship
the true God. But human devices are transformed into substitutes for God. This was true of the golden calf. It is true of
all idols. They cause men to lose sight of the true God.
Aaron and Israel had left the Lord's side, and were over on
the devil's side. They were so fascinated with their idolatry and

r evelry that they did not recognize the sin they had committed.
Perhaps they thought they were serving the Lord in a big
way. A spectacular regime always lures men away from the
true path. The Lord's people will do well to review their own
religious practices to see how many golden calves they are
harboring.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Why I Do Not Smoke
L. R. Wilson
1. I do not smoke because it wastes my money. One who
smokes one package of cigarettes a day or less is regarded as
a moderate smoker. One who smokes two or more packages a
.day is an excessive smoker. One who smokes between one and
two packages a day is an average smoker. This means that the
average smoker will spend from 35 to 40 cents a day for cigarettes. Assuming that he spends 36 cents a day, this would
equal $2.52 per week. Let's make this a round figure and say
Mr. Average Smoker spends $2.50 per week for cigarettes.
This is equivalent_ to $130 per year. Let us assume that he
spends this amount over a period of forty years, beginning at
the age of twenty and continuing until the age 6f sixty. This
is equal to $5,200. This amount in a savings bank, drawing
straight th1'ee per cent interest would about to $2,240 over a
forty year period. This added to the original sum would' be
equivalent to $7,440. If interest be compounded semi-annually,
which it would be in a savings bank, it would more than double the amount of interest. In round numbers we can easily assume th;:tt the total amount over a forty year period would be
net less than $10 ,000. This same amount of money would buy
a very nice hom-e, even in these modern times. If the average
young man started saving this much at the age of twenty, he
could easily make his down payment before he was thirty years
of ~ge, and then pay out his home with the amount of money
h€ spent for cigarettes thereafter. Or, assuming he had only
two children he could .e asily send both of them through four
years of college on this amount. Hence, from the standpoint of
dollars and cents, no young man can afford to smoke.
2. I do not smoke beeause it saps my energy. Many tests
have been made and many claims have been put forth for different brands of cigar:ettes, most of which are very extravagant.
But one thing stands out in all such claims: no company has
ever yet. claimed that cigarettes improve one's health, give one
more energy, or extend one's life. The best that any company
can claim for its cigarettes is that they are LESS IRRITATING
to the throat and respiratory organs-this is an admission that
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they are all irritating. No doctor ever recommend~ smoking
for one's nerves, for one's health, or . for one's physical benefit. On the other hand, many have been told by their doctors
that they would have to quit. There are many reasons to think
that smoking is not only injurious to one's whole system, but
may even 'pr.e cipitate cancer of the lungs, they may poison the
bloodstream and do permanent injury to the heart. And who
does not recognize that familiar cigarette. cough? Let one take
the least bit . of cold and he sets up a "whoop." No insurance
company ever considered smoking to ·be helpful to one's health,
but often injurious. o football ·coach' ever recommended to
his players the habit of smoking. On the other hand, the best
coaches forbid their players to smoke. In short, there are scores
of reasons to think that smoking not only saps one's energy,
but shortens one's life expectancy; while there is no reason
whatever for thinking . smoking ever helps one's health in any
.way.
3. I do not smoke because it wastes my time. Thousands upon
thousands of hours are lost every day by men stopping to light
a ~igarette, by using one ha~d to hold a cigarette, which might
otherwise be used either at the steering wheel of a car, on the
handle of a shovel, or on papers on one's desk. Without doubt,
the total man hours wasted every year from smoking alone
costs our whole nation hundreds of millions of. dollars. ·It certainly costs the big companies large sums, and actually costs
the individual in many ways. If a man smokes thirty cigarettes
a day and wastes only one minute of time in lighting, handling
and disposing of a cigarette, then he wastes thirty minutes a
day. This must be deducted from the total number of hours
which he works.
·
'4. Smoking is very destructive to property. This nation loses
billions of dollars worth of property every year f rom fires.
The actual fi gures show that approximately one-third of .all
destructive · fires are caused by smoking. Hotels have been
burned, factories have been blown up, millions of acres of forests have been seared, ships have been destroyed, and untold
other destruction has been caused by fires starting from ciga- '
rettes. Many men have burned holes in their suits, women
have burned ' their nice dresses, upholstery and furnitJre have
been burned, and many other minor incidents have been caused
by smoking. Our fire ins,urance rates could be cut approximately
one-third if no one smoked.
5. I do not smoke · because it is dangerous. If a third of all
fires are caused by smoking, then a third of .the lives lost by
fires can be traced to smoking. According to the figures that
I have been given, about 10,000 lives are lost yearly from
fires . Then we may actually figure that more than 3,000 of
these are caused by smoking. Every man considers himself a
"safe smoker." He never intends to burn anything. Yet every
year it continues to happen. If we reply that accidents cannot
be prevented, this is to beg the question. We ma-y never prevent all accidents, but we certainly can prevent some of them.
And we could prevent all accidents caused by smoking if none
of us smoked.
6. I do not smoke because of its offensive odor. The habitual cigarette smoker does not realize how offensive it is
to those who do not smoke. He thinks it smells no worse to
others than it does to him. It i's a good deal like a billy goat
who has become so accustomed to his own odors that he does
not r ealize how bad he stinks. Cigarette smoke, especially in
a crowded place, is positively sickening to the non-smoker. It
seems so foolish for a concern to spend large sums of money
to air-condition a coach on a train, or a nice dining hall, or
some other public building, only to be "stunk" up with cigarette
smoke. It is a travesty on justice for those who do not smoke
who might enjoy the comfort of cool, fresh air to have to sit
in a place where the smoke is so thick and sickening that it
can scarcely be endured. It is not uncommon to go into an
eating place. and sit down at the counter and order something ·
to eat, then about the time your order is given, someone ·sits

?
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down next to you and .lights a cigarette and starts puffing
the smoke into your face, and holding his cigarette under your
very nose (because he cannot stand it himself) and let the
smoke curl right up in your own eyes and nostrils. And the
tragedy is that if you say anything to him about it he will
insult you. Since he has thoroughly saturated his own system
with such repulsive odors he assumes that everyone else should
f eel the same -&ray he does. The a:verage smoker has less regard for the rights and tastes of others than any other class of
people on earth.
.
.
7. I do not smoke because it litters up my house. Hardly
anything can be "messier" ~han cigarette ashes, struck matches
and tobacco crumbs scattered around over the carpet, in the
chairs, on the tables and pretty well all over the house. Cleaning up such a litter requires considerable time each day in many
homes-not to mention the dirty looks of the house a ,big
part of the time. Why ·cigarette smokers cannot see such things
is a mystery.
8. I do not smoke because I do not want to set a bad example. I know that smoking is not a good example. Not many
churches would want to see its preacher walking up t.o the
church building on Sunday morning with a cigarette , in his
mouth, which he tosses out as he walks up the steps after taking his last big draw which he puffs right into the meeting
house. The church would hate to see its preacher get up before an audience with a pack of . cigarettes sticking out of . his
coat pocket or, worse still, get up before an audience in his
shirt sleeves with a pack of cigarettes in his shirt pocket
which could be clearly seen from all over the house. Speaking
of an example : a few years ago I was introduced to a lady
right near the meeting house where I was preaching. She did
not say, "I am glad to meet you"; instead when told that I
was the minister of the church near by, she replied, "Well,
I'd be ashamed to a dmit it." When I asked her why, she remarked that every Sunday morning she passed · in front of the
church house there on her way home from her own church.
She went on to state that nearly every man there was seen
standing on the steps or out in front with a cigarette in his
IT).Outh. "In less than thirty minutes after church breaks up,"
she went on, "every kid around here is picking up cigarette
stubs and smol,dng them." She then reminded me we were making cigarette smokers out of eveiy kid in the community. This
1 could not deny.
9. I do no.t smoke because it weakens my will-power. Many
times I have heard habitual cigarette smokers sigh, "I wish
I had never started this habit," or "J wish I could quit." Every
cigarette one sticks in his mouth makes it that much harder
for him to quit. NearlY. all smoker s know this; but most of
them will go on "sucking" on them until they die, even though
it does shorten their lives. They simply do not have the willpower to quit. Not only does the smoking of cigarettes weaken
one's will-power with respect to his smoking, · but in all other
respects. A man who accepts one defeat finds it much easier
to accept. other defeats. Cigarette smoking ' enslaves the will
and robs a man of his ·power of resistance. I do not want tobe a slave to any habit, and I certainly do not propose to let
a stinking little old cigarette-about as big around as a pencil and half as long-enslave my will-power and sap my manhood.
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10. I -do not s,moke because I do not want to support the
tobacco barons and big advertisers. In the late 30's, when business was at a low ebb, the tobacco tycoons got their heads together and · decided to put on a huge advertising campaign to
· make smokers out of our women, so as to increase their business. They figured it would take some ten to twenty years.
To their amazement, they succeeded in five years. It did not
matter to them about the health of our womeri, the dignity of
motherhood, or anything else. All that mattered to them was
an increase in their income. They succeeded so well at this job
that immediately after the war they decided to launch another campaign to make cigarette smokers out of all of our
high school and junior high school children. What difference
did -it make to them what happened to our children? All they
were concerned :with was a further increase in their profits. Now
that they have fairly well succeeded in making smokers out of
our high school1 and junior high school children, we cannot keep
from wondering what their next step will be. They may be
substituting cigarettes for baby nipples next. I have been a
"sap" in a lot of things, but I do not intend for the tobacco
vermin to make a sucker out of me.
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that it is the easiest privilege to abuse and 1et get out of
the bounds of scriptUl'al liberty. But I can't think that is a valid
argument against the liberty. Elders sometimes become am~ bitious and "lord it over God's heritage." But it would be un• wise to refuse to appoint qualified men to serve as elders be' cause some use the office of a:n elder unscripturally. No one I
think, would so argue.
The words "located," "minister" and " evangelist" have beeri
much overworked. I would not reflect on the intelligence of
the mass of our brethren. I believe they rank high in oldfashioned common sense. But I doubt that· many have been
greatly edified by much that has been said on such matters.
At least the writer has not been much enlightened by much •
assumed learning on some things that are written. Why not
just try for a while to use the word "preacher" that most have
a fair understanding of its meaning. Why not just say, "preacher"? A gospel preacher is a scriptural "evangelist," a "minister" in spiritua l things, and a "teacher" of saints.
Just what is meant by "located evangelist" or "minister"?
What gave rise to the expression _"located evangelist"? The
preacher who preaches in a meeting of ten days -is as definitely
"located" with a church during that time as he who remains
a year or longer. The only- difference is the length of tim_e.
Why .not cal,l the_ten-day man the "located evangelist"? He is
"Loca~ed
as definitely "located" and performs the same work as the one
who
remains a year. For many years no one, perhaps, was
W. W. Otey
called an evangelist except those who devoted their time to
How long may a preacher be scripturally "located" with one
preaching in short meetings. Many thought of an "evangelist"
congregation has been a matter. of much controversy for many
only as· a traveling preacher of the gospel. But Qften most of
years. During recent years the controversy seems to have behis time was devoted to teaching the church that had a plurcome more intense than in any past period.
ality of elders. Was he an •tmscriptural "pastor" for that peA good many years ago I gave the question as careful thought
riod?
as I could, ·even in view of its importance. I arrived at the fol- '
:1'4uch hairsplitting has been done trying to draw a distinct
lowing conclusion: It is not a question of how long or how
lirie
of difference between preaching and teaching. The idea
short a time a preacher may scripturally remain wl.th one
seems to be that when the sinner is led to obey the gospel
congregation. It is a question of the work he does while there.
that the work of the "evangelist" ends. From that point the
He may visit a congregation once in a lifetime and do either
· elders or overseers alone become the teachers-that the evana scriptural or unscriptural work while there. And it is my
gelist must not enter the fi eld of teaching the Christian. No
mature judgment that he may work with one congregation for
one, I assume, will state in plain language that this is his po 7
an indefinite period of time.
sition. But the arguments of some clearly imply that this poLet us analyze the practice of preachers and writers on both
sition is held.
sides· of the question. in so doing we can nanow it down to
The sinner cannot be converted to Christ without teaching.
actual differences in practice. .
The sinner must first be taught the facts of the gospel before
All agree in theory and in practice that a preacher may visit
he can even believe on Christ. He must be taught what sin and
a congregation and preach for a day, a week, or a number of
its penalties are before he can repent. And he must be taught
weeks. Every preacher, I assume, divides his preaching so as
what to do in order to obey Christ. Finally he must be exhorted
to.lead sinners to obey the gospel and to edify the church. How
or persuaded to yield himself in full surrender to Christ. Here
much time is devoted to sinners and how much time to saints,
must be a matter of judgment. I think there is entire agreeis a lot of teaching that mu.st be done before the sinner is saved.
Must the preacher stop here? Is there an impassable line sepment in theory and practice on these statements by all parties
arating between the work of teaching the sinner and teaching
to the controversy. If the above described practice is scriptural,
the saint that cannot be crossed? Are there bounds set here
and it is the pr actice of both groups, then there. remains but
forbidding the preacher from teaching the saved how to live ?
one point of difference. What is the exact limit of time the
.Again no one seems willing to state in plain words that whicli
preacher may continue to perform such work with one conhis reasoning clearly implies. Will someone come forward and
gregation. The length of time is the pivot on which the whole
state definitely the point beyond which the "evangelist" must
issue turns. If the pmctice of preaching the gospel to both
saint and sinner is scriptural for a period of one or several
not go in t eaching the Christian? If there is no scriptural
. limit in time or place where the "'evangelist" must end his
weeks, at what period does it become unscriptural? Again, the
work, then it must be a matter of judgment; that is, the
length of time a preacher may render such service to one congregation is the vital point of the whole matter.
word of the Lord does not specify the time his work must end.
It is affirmed that many " located evangelists" a r e given
J esus commanded the apostles to "go ye there, and make
"charge" of the church, or t ake "charge" and so. become "pasdisciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of
tors" in the denominational sense. Many of the best infor med
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaclling
brethren are convinced that in many congregations this innothem to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you''
vation exists. There is evidence that some congregations have
(Ma tt. 28:19): The first work of the apostles and of "evangevirtually become democracies, even deciding much of their prolists" now is to "make disciples." Disciples can be ~ad:e only
cedure by majority vote, the working instrument of democratic
by first t eaching the sinner. These in turn must be "taught"
institutions.
·
to obeserve all · things that Christ had commanded, by - those
It has · long been my judgment that a congregation may
who fir~t made them disciples by teaching them. Paul wrote
scripturally support and direct the labors of a preacher for an
to Timothy to "preach the word~reprove, rebuke, exhort-do
indefinite. period of time. At the same time it is my judgment
the work of an evangelist-make full proof of thy ministry"
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(~ Tim. 4:2-5). The faithful gospel preacher now must preach,
reprove, rebuke, exhort, and ' make "full proof of his ministry."
There is no distinction here between saint and sinner in reg:ard to the work of the preacher. Timothy was ah evangelist,
a preacher and a minister in spiritual matters. He performed
every phase of work necessary in order to convert the sinner
and edify the saint. Whil~ not equal to Timothy in ability, th6
gospel preacher can and does perform every phase of work
perform ed by Timothy.
·
·
. Brethren who oppose the "located evangelist" are them_selves "located evangelists" for a week or for several weeks.
".t'hey devote part of their time to· the work of converting sin:ro.ers, and part of their time to teaching the church. The prac-;;tice of the t wo groups is exactly the same, and the kind of
,work is the same. The only difference is the length of time
each is "located." The whole controversy boils down to this
question: How ,long a time can the evangelist-preacher scripturally remain with one congregation? Who can name the number of days, weeks, months or years?
'
The foregoing does not affirm or imply that the liberty is
not often misused. There ·is much evidence that unqualified
elders either turn over the church guidance to the preacher, or
takes charge. And such inform ation is sometimes permitted
to appear in some'' of our papers. And there are well authenticated instances when ambitious men have 11surped the authority, too often by resort to the majority vote, the chief instrument of democracy. That there are well defined "trends"
t; ward the development of an unscriptural pastor system is
feared by many close observers. Even ·N. B. Hardeman has
said: "I have just fears tl:at we are turning on the various
congregations professional pastors." He made this statement
publicly several years ·before he gave up the presidency · of
F reed-Hardeman College. Who is better qualified to speak on
'this'matter than N. B. Hardeman? His statement deserves the
most careful consideration. Elders, preachers and all other member-s have a great responsibility to watch. L et elders exercise
the oversight of preachers as well as all other members.
Ambitious men whose greatest desire is agrandizement and
pre-emin ence, are a detriment to the cause of Christ. The influence of such. men tends toward worldliness in the church and
toward apo;:;tacy from the New Testament order. Pious, godly,
humble preachers and elders are the greatest human asset to
the purity, peace and holiness of the church of the Lord.
Belle Plaine, Kansas.

he

Reasons For Bei~g A Gospel Preacher
J. C. Choate
There are many false conceptions about a preacher of the
gospel. Many people believe that a preacher is a fake, and only
preaches for money. Others consider preaching as being just
another occupation. Of course,· some preachers fall into this
.category. E specially this is true in the denominational realm
of preaching. However, preachers should not be frowned upon
b ecause of a few.
Declaring God's word is a most important thing. Christ said,
'"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea. ture" (Mark 1G:15). People. ,must hear 'the gospel in order to
. ~bey the same (R.om. 10:17; Mark 16:16).
· The question is often asked, "Why be a preacher of the gospel?" Vvell, there are many reasons fo~· being such. Please note
a few of the more important reasons.
"Go" ·
There are too many so-called Christians that are selfish with
. the gospel. The attitude bf self-justification is wrong. Yet, the
.'conception is, '~I have obeyed the gospel and I'll be saved no
matter what happens." Such poor souls are deceived and don't
..lcnow it '(James 1:.22). If w~ have obeyed the gospel, we should
. :want others to· obey ~he , truth. Now, the way to see others
· ?bey the cGmmandments is to take the Lord's word to them.

I
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He~ce, we are to go into all the world and preach the glorious
gospel of Christ the Son of God.
The Greatest Privilege In The World
We are to speak boldly the word of the Lord. We are not
to be ashamed of the mime "Christian" . (1 Peter 4:16). Neither
are we to be ashamed of the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16) .
Certainly it is a great privilege to speak for the Lord. Yes,
to speak for the Lord with all sincerity and purity.
The Greatest Work In The World
You may find many wonderful things to do in this life. At
the same time, you may enjoy, your work, but, the greatest
work of all is that of proclaiming the message of· Christ. The
work is for God and consists of seeing souls saved by the gospel (Rom. 1:16).
That Souls Might Be Saved
Only obedience to the gospel of Christ can . save lost sinners.
There is but one way to heaven with all of its glory (John 14:
6). Hence, the pure gospel must be preached that souls may
follow that one way (Gal. 1:7-9). There could never be a
greater reason for prea.c hing the gospel. One soul is worth
more than the world itself (Matt. 16:26) .
1
A Wonderful Bless\ng
A preacher is associated with the best people: members of
the body of Christ. At the same time, the preacher speaks and
preaches .to the sinner about obeying the truth. It is a wonderful thing to see men and women turn to the Lord and his
righteousness.
To Obtain A Reward
Only the faithful shall obtain a reward from the Lord (Rev.
2:10; 22:14) . The main ·reason for preaching the gospel of
Christ is to see souls saved, and to be found faithful in service.
Everyone desires to go home to heaven . Who could ask for
• more after this life, than to have an eternal home in glory?
The preacher has a most serious duty to perform. The word
of God must be taught in all of its purity and simplicity. If
this is done, souls wi!l be saved and a reward given.
Dear friend, if you would be a preacher of the gospel, remember, study your Bible, live in accordance with it, and
preach it with all of your soul and being.
A preacher is blessed by the Lord, but fro\vned upon by the
world in many instances. Yet,• there is nothing greater than
being a preacher of God's word.
PARIS, TEXAS, CHURCH ASSUMES SPONSORSHIP
I am happy to r eport that the Lamar Avenue congregation
in Paris, Texas, has assumed the sponsorship of my work in
Paris, France.
The following congregations are supporting my work also : Mt. Pleasant, Olney, 14th
and Vine in Abilene, and Palm Heights
in San Antonio. There are some individuals
in Woodson, Texas, and in Longview who
arc also supporting my work, on a monthly basis.
Numerous contributions from congregations I have visited during the summer
haYe been made toward my travel fund .
At this time I am still in need of apCiaxton E .
proximately $100 per month support. I feel
certain that this will be met before SepWilson
tember 4th, which is our sailing date, by faithful members of
the Lord's body who are willing to send someone to preach
. the gospel in France. Anyone wishing to have a part in this
work may contact the elders of the Lamar Avenue congregation, 637 Lamar Avenue, Paris, Texas .
May the. Lord. bless each of you who has a part in sending
us to France, is our prayer. The Lord \villing, we shall meet
the Maurice Hall family in Decatur, Illinois, on August 25th, and
from there . we shall travel to New York, and on to France,
where we shall work together.-Claxton E. Wilson.
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by J eremiah, "They sh all all know me from the least to the
greatest" (He b. 8: 11). That is, · in order f~r one to become
a Christian', a disciple under the New Covenant, they would
need to be taught, and must know him. Remember that Jesus said, when he prayed to the Father: "And this is eternal
life that they mig.ht know thee the only true God, and
Jes~~ Ch.rist whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3).
6. "Come, e~t of .my bread," etc. Wisdom extends an invitation to all to partake of the blessings she has - in -storeo.
So, it is in the providence of God, and according to his wisdom, the invitation has been given to 1!.11 nations, and race
and color. Jesus Christ said to those whom he knew needed
rest and 'c omfort: "Come unto me all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt . .11:20). •Those
who have tasted of his gracious forgiveness in Christ, those
who compose his bride, the church, are all busy instructing
and invitipg: "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is ~thirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water . of life
freely" ' (Rev. 22:17).
' :
7. "Forsake the way of the foolish, and "live:" Her .. in vi"
tation is that the foolish .ways of the world be forsaken, ·and
that real life be embraced. Thus we have LIFE as a ~reat
pillar in wisdom's house. Eternal life is promised through
Christ Jesus our Lord. We gain a foretaste oJl · it here. as we
live in Christ in this present life, and remain in him according to the dictates of the wisdom of God, looking for that
eternal life in the absolute, in the great beyond.
In these pillars on which wisdom is pictured as building
her house , we have . cardinal principles which must be incorporated in the life of every Christian, and his work. OnB
who fails to live and work according to these attributes re;
mains foolish indeed, and is not drinking from t~e fountain
of true wisdom that comes from aboVE:- "But the wisdom ~hat
is from above is first pure, t~en peaceable, gentle, and easy
to b e intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy" (James 3:17)-

Points From Proverbs
Clarence C. Gobbel
In Proverbs 9 :1- 6, we find an interesting statement concerning wisdom, personified as one who "hath builded her
house, she hath h ewn out her seven pillars." Wisdom is here
pictured as being one who has prepared all that is essential
for a life of true wisdom and understanding. She invites all
to partake cf what she has prepared. The seven pillars seem
to be given in these verses. In God's dealing with the human
race, he has ever made it possible through his wisdom and
mercy for man to build a life in keeping with these "seven
pillars."
1. "She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her
wine." That is, it is a wrse thing indeed, that a sacrifice be
made for the · benefit of others. So, it seems that the first
"pillar" is that of SACRIFICE. ·From the beginning of God's
dealing with man, he has required a sacrifice to be offe~d
in praise and worship, and as a gift of gratitude to him.
He has ever required that man sacrifice a portion of that
with which he i~ blessed, and by ·so doing, pro;e his faith
and love for his God.
In the fullness of time God sent his only begotten Son as
a sacrifice through which man can be saved. The blood of
animals could not atone for sin, but only serve for a certain
time, typical of the blood of Chrtst, ·which could take away
sins. This sacrifice was necessary that the welfare of man
be provided for he e, and his eternal salvation be assured.
2. · "She hath also furnished her table." Wisdom has
furnished her table, thus taking care of the n eed§ of man,
making it possible for him to commune with his maker.
Since sacrifice was made, some memorial of that sacrifice is
necessary. So we have COMMUN10N as a "pillar" on which
wisdom house is builded. The Lord instituted a memorial of
the sacrifice he made, when he asked his aisciples to partake
of the unleavened bread, and the fruit of the vine, saying,
"This do in remembrance of me" (Luke 22:19). We have
the table of the Lord, in the house of the Lord, and his
disciples have the privilege, yea, the obligation of keeping
this memorial supper, "Until he comes again" (1 Cor . 11:
26).
3. "She hath sent forth her maidens," seem to . indicate
the PURITY that must remain in evidence for one to. be
benefitted by the provision of wisdom. The sacrifice made,
the communion engaged in, would. be aids to a life of purity
and consecration to the Lord, and his cause. We call to mind
that the inspired writer wrote to a young son "in the faith,"
Timothy, and exhorted that he !'keep thyself pure." Also the
apostle John made this fine assertion: "And every man that
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure"
(1 Jno. 3:3).
4. "She crieth upon the highest places of the city." That
'
is, wisdom announces, and proclaims in no uncertain
terms,
her desire that those who need enlightenment, come where
it can be obtained. So it seems that we can place PREACHING as a pillar in wisdom's house. We know that the apostle
Paul wrote to the Corinthians: "For after that in the wisdom
of God the world · by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe"
(1 Cor. 1:21). We know that it is impo ssible to please God
without faith, and that faith comes by ' hearing the word of
God (Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17).
·
5. "As for him that 1Vanteth understanding." Knowledge,
or understanding is needed by those who are in darkness
and_error. Such will be appropriated by those who are openminded, and anxious to receive it to their own eternal good.
Isaiah prophesied that "by hi~ knowledge shall my righteous
servant justify many, for he shall bear their iniquities" (Isa.
53:11b). Under the New Covenant, as had been predicted

Tucson, Arizona

Freed-Hardeman College
1

·,

W. A . Bradfield
Freed-Hardeman College is doing considerable work this
summer making ready for the opening of the sixty-eighth ses~
sion on September 17 at 10:00 A.M . We are expecting a very
fine increase in attendance this year. Our dormitories have been
overflowing all summer.
A new annex which will cost $30,000 plus equipment is being
-a dded to the Administration Building. This annex, which will
be ready for use when school opens, will provide additional of:
fice space and room for the commercial and music departme~tg.
This will permit .an expansion of the library.
··
Considerable painting is being done both inside and outside
of .the various buildings. The second and third floors of Paul
Gray Hall have been re-floored with, .hardwood.
Three ~ew teachers will be on hand at the beginning of this
t'erm. Earl West of Indianapolis, Indiana·, will head the De~
partment of Religious Education. Mrs. Ruth Campbell of Jaekson, will teach English, literature, Spanish, and Frencl:!. Miss
Clarice .Cummins of Cookeville, will teach music education
piano.
The college cafeteri;;_ will open Sunday noon, September 13.
Freshman orientation will be held September 14 at 9:00 A.M.
and the Freshmen will register September 15. A miscellaneou~
program will be conducted in the Chapel Hall September 15 a.t
7:30 P.M. Seniors , -..vill register September 16 and classes will
begin September 17 at 1:00 P.M.
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NEW PRESIDENT OF SOUTHWESTERN CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE, TERRELL, TEXAS

•

Otto Foster
The Board of Trustees of Southwestern Christian College is
happy to announce the selection of Dr. H. L. Barber to. ,;;;erve
:as president. Dr. Barber comes to us with long and varied ex:perience in school administration, and in addition is qualified
academically to such an extent that his ·presence on our campus
as president will greatly enhance our academic rating. He has
jt'(it recently received his degree of Doctor of Education fr~m
the University of Texas, and previously attended Texas· Chnstian University and East Texas State Teachers College; as
well as being a student for five years at Harding College and
its high school department.
Dr. Barber has been active in public school administration for
twenty years, serving as principal for elerrientary, junior, and
senior high schools. In addition he was superintendent of schools
at Weatherford, Texas, fOr five years and at Mission, Texas,
for six years. For three years he was President of the Valley
Vocational Schools, and the past year Dr. Barber was the
Chief of Equipment and Components Branch of the Division
of Civilian .Educatio)1al Requirements in the u. s. Office of
Education at Washington, D. C.
He received his degree of Doctor of Education from the
University of T~xas i~ May of this year with a major in Educational Administration. He has had wide executive experience
in Educatio.nal and Civic organizations wherever lie has lived .
Brother Barber, as well a~ Sister Barber, comes from a
Christian family and has been a member of the Lord's church
for many years. They have been identified with t,h church
where they have lived. We are glad to acquire these two workers, and we recommend them wholeheartedly to you.

R. G. CANNON JOINS HARDING FACULTY
W. B. West, JR.
We are glad to announce that R. C. Cannon will become a
member ~f the Bible and Religion faculty of Harding College
lleginning in September of this year. He will come to Harding
with excellent preparation for his work having .had splendid
training in Christian Colleges and almost twenty years' experience as a gospel preacher and teacher. We are · fortunate to
secure his services for the much needed fields of study he will
teach.
Brother Cannon was born in 1915 at McNab, Arkansas. He
was baptized into Christ at the age of eleven and soon became
active in the church. ·He preached his first sermon when he was
twenty years old and two years later preached in his first gospel
meeting.
"
In 1939, Brother Cannon was married to Nona Hanes who,
as a Christian companion, has been of great help to him through
the years. Sister Cannon is well trained in the fields of Home
Economics and Family Life and will come with h·e r husband
to the Harding College faculty in the Department of Home Economics with her Doctorate from Teacher's College, Columbia
University.
Brother Cannon has had successful experience as a preacher
and teacher -of the gospel, a missionary and an administrator.
He has done local work for t)le church in Graton, ,Berkeley, and
Torrance, California, and the Manhattan Church in Ne.w York.
Ali a teacher, he tau:g'ht in the Pacific Christian Academy in
Graton, California, one year in George Pepperdine College and
three years in Ibaraki Christian College in Japan. He served as
a. missionary to Japan from 1948-51 where he' baptized more
than one hundred and twenty-five persons and started four
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congre~ations. As an administrator, he was principal of the Pa:
cific Christian Academy for three . years and vice-president of
Ibaraki Christian College in Japan for two years.
. In add-ition to his successful and fruitful experience, Brother
. Cannon is exceptionally well trained for his work at Harding
College. He studied four years at Harding, from which he re.ceived his B.A. degree. He holds an M.A. degree in Religion from
George Pepperdine C'ollege and also from New York University.
He has taken special work at the University of California and
Union Theological Seminary in New York. This fall, he will
come to us with a Doctorate from New York University in the
fi eld of Religious Education and Missions.
But the best thing that can be said about Brother Cannon
is his' consecrated Christian life. I-I~ and his wife have given
themselves in the service of the church, both at home and
abroad. They are coming to Harding to give th!)mselves to the
· cause of Christian education and through Christian,. young people to continue their service to the cause of Christ.
Brother Cannon will teach principally in the fields of religious education and missions in the Graduate Department of
Bible and Religion. We will be offering a major in Religious Education, giving opportunity for advanced and special training
in the field and special study in preparation for missionary
work at home and abroad. There is great need for loyal, consecrated, and trained teachers of the iBible,. directors of religious
education, and missionaries. Harding College is offering this
and other training in the Department of Bible and Religion.

SOME UNSOLICITED COMMENTS ON A NEW BOOK
The new book, "Preachers of Today," contains 1360 sketches
of gospel preachers. It cost over $12,000 to produce. You will
'be interested in these excerpts from letters by some of · the
brethren who have a copy: ·"I have examined · Carefully, . my
copy of the book, 'Preachers of Today,' and think it ls· one of
the finest services ever rendered, for those who cherish the
deeds, labors and memories of gospel preachers."-Austin Siburt, Jackson, Mississippi. "How I would have treas1,1red such
a book when I was a lad! I want my three chijdren to have
one of these books."-Pryde E . Hinton, Dora, Alabama. "I must
,express to you my great appreciation for the splendid contribution you have made in editing and publishing 'Preachers of
Today.' It is a joy and inspiration to read it. It will be very
helpful to elders, preachers, and others. I treasure very much
my copy."-W. B. West, ;Jr., Searcy, Arkansas. "No one can
read this book without having a greater interest in the wot·k
which faithful gospel preachers are doing."-Leslie G. Thomas,
.Knoxville, Tennessee. "It is a superb job, well done-more intesting than the 'funnies' of the Sunday papers, and more revealing than the files of the F.B.I."-A. J. Bradshaw, Weatherford, Oklahoma.
"This is to congratulate' you on the .splendid job which· you
did in publishing 'Preachers of Today.' It is a first-class job.
The more I loak thr'o ugh it, the greater becomes my appreciation of it."-John D. Cox, Florence, Alabama. "It .is a book
that will be v ery valuable to the church, and one that every
preacher can w ell be proud · of."-Jimmy Wood, Odessa, Texas.
"I am delighted to be the possessor of one of these books. I am
using others for gifts. I think every elder should have one."
-John E. Edwards, Burns, Tennessee. "The new book, 'Preachers of Today, goes beyond expectation. It is the greatest book .
of 1952. It should be in every home. We can now know many
preachers we have never seen . You have done a great work in
putting this book out. The book can be used often.''-A. E.
Wickham, Roscoe, Ohio.
You can order your copy of this book for $3.50 through the
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Austin, Texas.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
~Of Good Cheer
Are you ever discouraged? Do you get blue? Of course you
do. Everyone does at times. Even the apostle Paul needed
encouragement when he was cast into prison in Jerusalem!
An angel of the Lord appeared unto ' him and said, "Be
of good cheer, Paul, for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome" (Acts 23:
11) . Paul had been betrayed by his own -b rethren in the
flesh and his life had been threatened for preaching the gospel. God knew that he needed reassurance .. He sent an angel
to bring this message of encouragement to him. What .a
wonderful God we Christia~s worship!
Today the Lord does not see fit to send angels in this
miraculous fashion to visit us in our hour of· discouragement,
but he has provided ways of helping us as Christians. Here
are some of the specific means by which God encourages
Christians today.
1. By his promises. When you are inclined to be low in
spirits think on such promises as these, "Be of good cheer
for I have overcome the world." "He that spared not his own
Son but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things" (Rom. 8:32). "We are
more than conquerors through him that loved us." "Ye believe in God, also ye believe in me. In my father's house
are many mansions" (John 14).

Noble Examples
Johnny Ramsey
It is never right to flatter a fellow Christian, but it is always in order to commend those who inspire us by their noble
examples of service in the Master's vineyard.
For the p·ast year we have been in the North. During this
time we have been challenged by the great lives of other11.
I would like to pass these thoughts along to others so that
all might benefit from them.
Possibly the one family that has done the most for the cause
of Christ in Wisconsin and Minnesota is the Leslie Diestel- .
kamps who now live in Minneapolis. Brother Diestelkamp is a
fearless proclaimer of the truth. He ·opposes worldliness as
strong as he upholds godliness. For ten years he and his faithful family have worked diligently in some very difficult places•.
They have been willing to go where tl\e "sledding was rough"
and as a r esult some of us young men can cross the chasm
on the bridge they built. The work Leslie Diesteikamp has done
will only be fully known around the great white throne. May
God grant us more men of his caliber in needy fields like this.
James Willeford spent six of his best years in Madison, Wisconsin. As we all know, he is a man of u'nusual ability. Even
so, he was willing to leave a lai;ge congregation in New Mexico and come to work for the Lord · in a field that. needed his
efforts more. All of us appreciate deeply the fine work he accomplished while in this area.
Just here I'd like to say that these men should present a
challenge to some of the older brethren in larger congregations
in the South. These Northern fields are crying for experienced
gospel preachers. We need men with experience, vision, and
wisdom. Young "whipper-snappers" like me make lots of blun. ders, and we sorely need seasoned advice ma,ny tim9ll. If men
like Brethren Willeford and. Diestelkamp, Childress a~d Mickey
(Harvey Childress of St. Paul and Wayne Mickey of Rochester,
Minnesota) can spare six to ten years in the prime of their

2. By a good conscience. When we keep the commandments
that Jesus Christ has given to us and obey his will day by
day, we are encouraged by the appeal of a good conscience
toward God. (1 Pet. 3:21).
,
3. By Christian friends. God knew that we ,needed brethren in the Lord to encourage us when we became down-hearted. We are taught as Christians to bear one another's burdens
and to love ~ne anpther. This friendship and fellowship is
needed in living the Christian life. Many have begun the
Christian life and failed because they did not accept this source
of encouragement.
4. By His providence. God has promised ·that if we love
.him .a nd keep his commandments, he will providentially overrule our lives for good. "All things work together for good
to them that lo.ve the Lord" (Rom. 8:26). Even when we
cannot understand why some burdens are placed upon us we
can be encouraged by the assurance that it will all work together for· our good if we love and obey the Lord.
5. By communion with Christ. God has provided for our
encouragement in the communion we have with him through
prayer in Jesus' name and through other acts of worship such
as singing songs and hymns and spiritual hymns, partaking
of the spilitual body and blood of the Lord in the Lord's supper each Sunday and reading from the word of God and sacrificing of our means for the cause of Christ. The participation by Christians in regular periods of worship is a great
source of encouragement.

lives-can you? These noble examples, if followed, could mean
much to the advancement of the Lord's church in fields l:::here
the gospel has not been spread as it should.
Howard Justiss and family would be an inspiration to anyone. They were stalwart members of the Lord's body in Madison. Howard is originally from East Texas, but after being
married to a Wisconsinite, he attended the University of Wisconsin. While in Madison he meant much to the growth and
stability of the work there. His patience, judgment and knowledge of God's word made the Justiss family almost indispensable. Bretliren we need men just like Brother Justiss all over
the North. Who can spend five years in a better way?
W. C. Hollander and wife moved to Neenah, Wisconsin, from
Crane, Texas, just last May. W. C. is a fine song leader and
will soon develop into a good preacher of the gospel. He moved
up here, got a job in one of the factories, and intends to sup- _
port himself as he renders great assistance to New Testament
Christianity. We need young couples just like the Hollanders
who "put the kingdom first" in fields where they are needed
so badly. May their example cause others to do the same.
In the good old summer time some professed Christians take
a vacation from the Lord. Not so with the Harry Daggetts of
Fort Worth, Texas. They took a vacation for the Lord-that
is, to work for him. Harry and Margaret spent tlieir two-week
vacation in Wisconsin doing personal work, visiting, teaching,
etc. This is certainly a contrast with some who head for · the
beach or some fancy resort. The Daggetts made such an impression on the brethren · here that we will never forget their
love for the church that Jesus purchased with his own blood.
These noble examples have deeply impressed us. If they can
be used as a challenge for you, we will be forever thankful
that we submitted this article:
Brethren, dearly beloved, we have a world before us that
must be conquered for Christ the Lord. Let us go forth in "the
unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace" as we fulfil the highest calling ~n earth.
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TirE PERFECTION OF CHRIST
Many passages of scripture, usually regarded as difficult, are not so difficult after ~11, if we give them a
more careful study. When we think of the "perfection
of Christ," it is easily accepted as in harmony with
the r~velation that was made of him in the word of
the Lord. However, when we think of his "becoming
perfect," or being "made perfect," while he was on
earth or during the time of his incarnation and work
as a teacher in Palestine, it is regarded a·s a little
more difficult. We are asked the question of how Christ
became perfect, or "how it was that he became perfect" since he was, indeed, the divine Son of God .a nd
a partaker of the infinite divine attributes. So far as
Christ's charaeter is concerned, he is not represented by
the inspir,ed biographers as having made any improvement whatever. He is not revresented as having been
made better in point of character during his sojourn
among men.
' But with all this before us, it remains that the apostle in the Hebrew letter says that Christ was "made
perfect," and "being made perfect," pe became the
author of eternal salvation '· unto all them . that obey
him. Also, "It became him, for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons·
unto g1ory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect-through sufferings." The word "perfect" signifies
completion. It comes from a word that means going
on to the end, that is, completing or perfecting a work
or a journey. Christ completed. the work for which he
came from heaven to earth. It was only after he had
completed his work that he was prepared to offer salvation unto the world. And hence the apostle says that
be was made perfect; that is, he had J:>rought to a
completion his work through sufferings. When he died
on the.cross, he brought to a consummation or completion the work that he came to perform. When this
work was completed, and only when it was completed,
could he offer salvation to the world. Hence the Great
Commission was given, after, and not before the passion of Calvary. "The eternal salvation" was properly
arranged and provided for
man.
·,
In the intercessory prayer just before his death on
the cross, the Savior in prospecting his death, to his
Father said, "L come to thee," "I have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do.'~ He said, "I am
no more in the world." All these statements, of course,
refer to the completion of his work and his return to
his Father. On the cross he said, ' It is finished." It
was when Christ had "finished his work" .that the
scheme of human redemption was completed. It was
only in the finishing of his work on earth that the fullness of the gospel could be proclaimed in the world.
He then sent his apostles into all the world, offering
salvation to all men, because, i,n that way, he had bel
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come the author of eternal salvation to all the obedient.
We are told to be "perfect,'' Paul exhorts us to go
on to perfection, and our Lord to his disciples said:
"Be ye perfect as your Father, who is in heaven, is
perfect." All of this means that we should go on to
the completion of the' work that we have begun as the
children of God. It means the
same as being faithful
I
until death, that we may receive a crown of life. The
greatest difficulty with men is that they many times
fail to finish a good work. Many of their_J. return to
the weak and beggarly ways of the world. God and
Christ always completed all the works that they undertook. In the creation of the world, it is stated that
God finished his work. He has finis~ed every work
that he ever undertook to · perform. Christ finished
what he undertook to perform. The trouble with men
is that they often do not complete a good work or a
good character or life which they undertake to perform or to live. We are perfect as our Father in heaven
is perfect when we propose to. do, and undertake to do,
and complete, the doing of a good work.
We can probably understand the use of the terms
"perfect, perfection, complete, completion, completeness" only when we properly understand the significance of finishing a work ·o r a way that we have begun. God and Christ are right; they .have undertaken
the right thing in all their labors in the creation of
the world, and for the good of man, and they have
completed or are completing their work. As the willing
followers of Christ, we must adopt the right course of
life and then bring it to a successful consummation by
continuing in this way of life, till we are called away
into the great eternity beyond the grave. This is per·
fection.

Italy Grants Visas
C. R. Paden, Rome, Italy
The Italian g-overnment in an unprecedented display of leniency has granted two-year visas t o four families desiring to
enter Italy fort~~ purpose of preaching the gospel. Late last
week (July 31), the government ann9unced that visas had been
granted to the Gerald Paden, John Butts and L. V. · Pfeifer
families ap.d yesterday added the name of the Wyndal Hudson
family to the growing list. (The Hudsons have already l.anded
in Europe but have not entered Italy yet). The Embassy in
Rome has told us that the applications of the Dayl Pittma~s,
Bernard Howells and David Lavender families . are "under
active consideration." The Embassy feels confident that these
visas will be forthcoming.
The government is required (law of September ,28, 29, 1948)
to act upon applications for visas within two months from the
time it is received in the ministry of Interior offices in Rome.
Some six weeks are required for applications to arrive in
Rome after they are :t;nade in the various Italian consulates in
the United States.
The gyanting of these visas for such a length of time gives
rise to hopes that visas o.f workers now in Italy will be given
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long term extensions. In the past the government has blocked
the visas of members of the church and considered them as a
unit. Present visas for workers now in Italy expire August 31.
Officials of the Embassy in making the announcement of
the government's decision to give these new visas were careful to insist that for the time being no new applications be
filed. They seemed to think thai perhaps the government is
adopting a new policy toward us and that we' should not, make
a nuisance of ourselves by flooding their offices with requests
for new visas.
Each worker must go by his respective Italian consulate to
have the visa stamped in his passport. This, the Embassy
pointed out, will prevent any future difficulty.
The arrival of these new workers will ~ore than double the
. American force in Italy and naturally will hasten the day when
the church of our Lord is firmly re-established on Italian soil.
To the beleaguered forces on the field this is heartening news
indeed!
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was followed by Christian Lyles, Brother Pummel, J. W. Adams,
Silas Triplett, E. S. Fitzgerald, J. P. Williams, Wayne Smith,
and the present evangelist is Robert B. Farrar.

Church Of Christ, Trinidad, Colorado
James W. Reynolds
The church of Christ in Trinidad, Colorado, which now worships at 1000 Nevada, is to be greatly commended for its faith
in God and labor of love that this new building could be a reality.
On August 2nd they had a special service in the afternoon
which was attended by a full house of over 250 brethren and

The Church In Granbury,. Texas
R<tbert B. Farrar
The population. df Granbury is listed as 1647 and the church
membership is 220. The building pictured below is vauled at
$60,000. It is of solid masonry construction, having light-colored
brick , on the outside. The interior also has a natural finish.
From the floor up to four feet is sand blasted pine paneling,
and from there to the ceiling a beautiful light gray cellotex

with a still lighter gray design. The ceiling is an off-white cellotex. The seats are padded opera style. The auditorium itself
will seat 366 with an addition separated by gray accordian
doors seating ninety-seven, giving a total seating capacity of
463. The auditorium is heated by floor furnaces and is airconditioned.
The church was begun in ·Granbury some time during the
1880's primarily through the efforts of "Red" Smith. However,
in the year 1892 the instrument was brought into the church.
The following year Dr. T. H. Dabney moved to Granbury and
worked' diligently .to get the organ 'removed. (Dr. Dabney is
one of the finest Christian men I have ever met. Though he
is now ninety-three years old he is still quite active in the
church). Finding it impossible to do so, he, Brother and Sister
Skipper and their daughter, Brother and Sister Stalcup, and .
Brother A. J. Pearce withdrew from what became the Christian
church and began meeting from house to house, leaving the digressives with the church property.
The church grew very §>lowly. They would have
meeting
every year with the church paying what it could and Dr. Dabney paying the balance. In 1895 they rented a small house jn
which to worship and later purchased this house. Finally it
blew down al(d a small stucco , building was erected. This had
to be enlargea several times as the church grew. When it was
seen that this could no longer satisfactorily contain the crowd::?
the present building was constructed. It is interesting to note
that the Christian church, in spite of its strong beginning, now
has only a few members and meets only once a month.
The first preacher, for the church here was H. B. Cash. He

a

CHURCH OE CHRIST, TRINIDAD, COLORADO
friends from Southern Colorado, Northern New Mexico, Kansas, and Texas, and at which time F. L. Lemley, the much loved
local evangelist, emphasized the new building was a result of
the saints in Trinidad dedicating their lives to save the souls
of the lost in that a:o.d other communities. The building being
only a tool to be used to facilitate the teachings of Christ in
Trinidad.
What has been done in Trinidad by about twenty-five to
thi~'ty-five men, women, and child1·en should be a great inspiration to others. This building, which provides the needed classrooms, ·nursery, preacher's study, and an auditorium which will
seat not less than 250, is the result of a great sacrifice on the
part of many of these members. They have truly labore.d for
almost two years for this building. The building is valued at
not less than $30,000.00. The present debt on it is around
$10,000.00. Only a small amount of outside help was received.
Brother F. L. Lemley has been tp.e greater leader in securing this building. He has asked the brethren to do only what
he was willing to do himself both in labor and in giving his
money.
Brother Lemley's and the congregation's example in securing
this new building will greatly· influence and encourage other
congregations in this section. A report will be made soon of
another new building in Smrthern Colorado.
INDIA BRETHREN TO HAVE THEIR BUILDING
The first $1,000 for the building in Assa1'n, India, was raised
recently and another $1,000 was secured by some zealous members of the church in Austin through loans. It was deemed essential to forward the $2,000 needed fdr this wo_rk immediately.
The price of the land and building had already been raised o11-e
time, from $1,750 to $2,000.
The interested brethren in Austin secured these loans believing that the interest in this work would justify this speedy
action as well as save further raises in the price. They had the
faith that the other $1,000 would be given in time. The Madisonville congregation has recently made its gift of about $220.
This combined with a few other gifts has lowered the amount
still needed to $750.
·
Others interested in supporting this excellent work should
contact the College congregation in_ Abilene or Brother Eugene
Elliott, Madisonville, Texas.
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T. J. Dossey, Ro ute 3, Town Creek, Augu st 13: We have a n ew church of Christ
at Courtland, Ala.
Wlllinm 0. Hall, Mad ill, Okl ahoma, August 18: One was r estore d and o n e was
baptized August 16.
Otto Foster, Cleburne, T exas, August 17 :
We !'.ave be en grea tly hindered this summer beca use we h ad no h ead to direct our
campaign for Negro students.
Voyd N. Ballard, P. 0. B'ox 466, Wo.odville,
California, August 17: The churc h · in Coos
Bay, Or egon, is to conduct a gospel meeting
starting SePtember 7th in which I will do
the preaching, t he Lord willing.
George Til•Ps, 211 W. Grand, J ackson, Tennessee, August 18: I baptized two adults at
Highland last week.
W. A. Bradfield is
preaching at Highland during my absence
while in a meeting at Roellen, T enn.
Elmer L'Roy, 901 S. Broadway, Springfield,
Missouri, August 17: One was baptized and
another restored, Both were adults, at
Broadway and Madison church in Sunday
services.
Earl v. Anthony, 4501 Richmond Avenue,
Austin, Texas:
There were two baptisms
in Leand er August 16. The church continues
to grow both in number and brotherly
love. May God bless our efforts more and
more as the days pass.

o. K. Alexander, ~6112 Mission Street, F:_t.
Worth 9, Texas, Augui' t 19: Five were baptized - and one confessed wrongs In a recent
seven days gospel meeting. at Hext, Texas.
I have some time open which I would like
to book for meetings, this fall and nex·t year.
Ernest •JtlcCoy, Gainesvllle, Texas, August
19: Last Wednesday night on e was baptized. Also two have been restor ed and on e
placed m e mbership recently. The brethr e n
of the Commerce Street congregation have
a mind to work.
Leslie W. Grunt, Box 252, Mentone, Indiana, August 20: Two restor e d during the
month of August. Our me e ting begins th e
first Lord's day in October. Brother J. S.
·Johns preached f or us on August · 16th ln
our annual all-day me e ting.

•

Church of Christ, Justin, T exas, August 8:
Within the last two months here ther e
hav e been two restorations and one bapti sm. Jack Green, our preacher at present,
w!ll move to · Au stin in the middl e of Au. gust. He h as b een with u s for two years.
Cecil Corkren, 4th Avenue and 6th Street,
Cl11-nton, Alabama: There h as been a very
successful meeting h ere in Clanton amo n g
the colored peopl e. Brother John H. Clay
of Berke ley, Calif., did t):le pr eaching. Th e
numb er baptized r eached 167 and there was
on e r esto r ation.
G·e orge E. Darling, 1503 W. 1st, Coffeyville,
Kansas , August 17:
Four were baptized,
one r es tor ed and three plac ed membership
in the first week of our 90 day extende d
mee ting. R ex Kimbrugh is to do the preaching the second week,- fo llowed by Charles
Tinius and Hugo McCord. Bre thren, pray
for this campaign.
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'\V. s. '\Viley, 503 E . Huisache, Kingsville,
Texas, August 17. : Two goou services h ere
yesterday.
One lady was baptized a t the
close of the morning service.

R. L. Yancey, Aledo, T exas, August 17:
Oliver C. Cunningllam, 406
Chestnut, Brother E dward M. Steph closed a m ee ting
Cookeville, T enn essee, August 19: On Au- h ere on August 12. All agree that it w as
;;-u st 9", I baptized my son , John .
abo ut th e best, if not the b es t m eeting
ever conducted her e. Brother Steph preachFlavil L. Colley, 6872 Shady Brook Lane, ed the gospel kindly but .without comproDallas. T exas, Au gust 18:
The Fair Oak misk.
Five were baptized, two confes s ed
A.venue church is growing. One was baptized f a ults a nd five placed m emb ership.
We
~ nd one was identi fie d yesterda,y.
h ave been here a lm ost thr ee months and
enjoy the work very much.
J. c. Choate, Route 3, Corinth, Mississ ippi,
!\.ugust 11: The mission m ee ting at Thrashw . T. Hines, 900 So. Grand, El Dora do
lr, Miss., ;was a great s ucc ess. I just closed Springs, Missouri, August 17:
The work
~ good meeting with th e church at Kewanee,
h er e is moving a l on g in a very good way.
11:o. Th ere were • six baptisms and two r es - We are having a few to pla ce membership,
corations. Brother L. S. Thurmond, minis- and one from th e Christian church last Sunter of the church there, led the singing.
day. Because of the dry weather a few are
moving to Kansas City, Mo. I was stu ck
w.- c. White, Cl)erok ee, T exas , August 22: for $30.0(} by a Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Austin
Brother M. L. Vaughn of Abilene, Texas, from
Shreve·port,
La.
Brotherhood
be
did the preaching In a splendfd meeting for warned!
the church at Cherokee which included the
first two Sundays In July.' Three were bapItt. R. ~hilllps, 3909 · N . Retama St., Victized.
One was restored at the morning toria , T exas, August 1!\: I have just reservice on last Lord's day.
turned from Crystal City and a good meeting with Brother Edgar Furr and the good
Dan Fogarty, Longview, Texas, August 18 : brethren there. We had unusually good atMy m eeting with the brethren at Cross tendan ce .and atte ntion. There were four
Plains, Texas, r esulted in 8 baptisms and baptisms, all adults, and there were a great
9 restorations.
The brethren rented 500 many in attendance who seemed almost perfolding chairs and moved outside, this sys- suaded to obey the gospel. Th e work here
tem proving very profitable.
Sixty hav e goes along in a fine way. VIsit us when
responded this year here at Mobberly in passing this way.
Longview, Texas.
Robert c. · Copeland, Jr., Box 146, TahleJohn w. O'Dowd, Houston, Texas, August quah, 0klahoma, August 16: One restora13: Th e foundation i~ being laid for 30x50 tion her e l ast Sunday. I have preached two
meeting house at 6001 Nordling Estates, funerals the last five days. I am enjoying
Houston. This is a new congregatilon l ess the new v,:ork here.
Will pass out the
than a year' old. We hope to have building sampl e copies of the Firm Foundation and
r eady by last of August. I am to be with see if I can get some subscribers. Hope
the brethren In Goldmine, Ala., Septe mber you have many more years to serve our
1.
We thank God and tak e courage.
Lord.
Your paper continues to do much
good, a nd I look forward to the good artiGordon L. Downing, Floydada, Texas, Au- cles and reports from our brethren.
g ust 17:
Two young m en came forward
y esterday, one to place members hip and the
Charles R. Estes, 301 Grand Avenue, Shefother to confess Christ and be baptiz e d, in field, Alabama, August 19: I l ed the singour servic es at the City Park church of ing In a me eting a t Zion Rest, Miss., with
Christ. We had o ur record attendance a t my father, Chester R. E s t es, doing the
Wednesday night Bible classes last W ednes - preachi ng. Seven wer e bap tiz ed. Ther e was ·
day with 102 present. We are thankful to one b apt iz e d at Pleasant Site, Ala., August
God for th e power of the gospel.
2- 9. t will a lso be a t Spring Valley, Ala.,
n ear Tuscumbia, Ala., the fourth Sunday in
Clarence c. Gob~cl, 1157 E. Mabel, Tu cson, August; Haleyville, Ala., the fifth Sunday
Arizona, August 17: Work here continue s in August. Septemb er 20, I will be at L exto s how improvement, with additions a ll ington,· Ala. I ·start to Lipsco mb this fall .
along. My desire Is to hold a few meetings
next summer. If you haven't arranged for
R-obert P. Stewurt, P . . 0. Box 459 , Grass
your 1su mm er m eet ing, maybe I could serve Valley; Californi a, August 17:
Th e work
you as preacher or s in ger. I would appre- here conti nu es to s h ow progress. One more
ciate hearing from churches who may n eed fa,mily has come here to work with u s. Coneither.
tributions a r e beginning to show some improvement. ;r a m to preach for the br e thThomas L. Campbell, 4528 H arwen T er., r en in Chico, Calif., Tue s day evenin g a nd
Fort Worth, Texas, August 18: I closed a wil l exchange pulpits with Brother Blackmeeting with th e h ome congrega tion w ith burn of Carm ichae l, Cal if., this com ing Sunfour baptisms, two placing memb ership, day. I believe that I can- arrange time for
and one restoration. Th e Ro~!emont congre - one m~e ting in e ith er i?eptember or Octogat ion also r ecently purchased a new home ber.
for the preacher at 4528 Harw e n T er race.
John G . Dills, 4133 Middlesex Dr., San DiTh e work moves along in a very pleasant
·ego 16, California, August 17: I closed a
way.
very goo d meeting at Farmington, T en n.,
Den West L a mpasas; T exas,. August 18: yesterday with the largest at t endance for •
Thr ee added by tra nsf er, 253 in Bible school, the . meeting. I believe there were six bap450 for worship, 201 at prayer Wedn es day ti sms. Farmington is one of the very b es t
ni ght.
"The Bible School of the · A ir" is of rural congregations t o be found anycarried daily from our statfo n here 14 50. where. I begin at Dell, Arkansas, ThursTh e n I
Brother Bolton and th e L ometa church l ead day, the 20th through the 30th .
in this teaching program. It Is a rar e op- go to Oklahoma, th e n home. Brother Midportunity to study the Bible and urge friends dleton is preaching at Linda Vista while I
am gone.
to tune in.

(
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Victor w. Kelley, Urbana, Illinois:
Pat
Hard e man, minister of the S. Lincoln Avenue church of Christ, Urbana, Illinois, will
debate F. P. Wortman of Albany, Georgia,
representative of the United Secularists of
America, during their convention· in St.
Louis, Mo., in the Roosevelt Hotel, Sunday
afternoon, August 30· at 2 p.m., D.S.T. Brother Hardeman w ill aff irm that the Bible is
·the word of God.
The session is open to
the public.
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Otis L. Rowe, Box 291, Cotton Valley,
Louis iana: July 12 marked the beginning
of my third year's labor with the church
here.
The worlc has been pleasant and
profitable. We are completing a much ne eded addit ion to our building in the form of
classrooms and nursery. I can arrange for
more meetings in 1954. If I can assist you,
Paul Southern, 1642 College Drive, Abi- call me.
lene, Texas, Augu st 17: Two w e re restored
Claude Robertson, Haskell, Oklahoma, Auand two pla'Ced me-mbership during the
meeting in -Stephenville, T exas. The meet- gust 1: "Six have responded to the inviThree of these
David lU. Owens, Phyllis, Kentucky, Au- ing In Trinidad, Colo., resulted in one bap- tation since last report.
Brother Herbert Broadus,
gust 21: During the month of June I did tism and one restoration. I was ~ supported were baptized.
the preaching at St. Helens, Arvel, Heidel- in this meeting by my home congregation, Topeka, Kansas, did the preaching in our
Jnly
13-22.
The
church
was
burg, and D e lvinti. In July I preached at 14th and Vine, in Al>il e n e. My son, Paul Jr. , meeting
He was supported strengthened by the fine lessons given . One
Browns Fork, Farler, Daley, Joe Eversole direc ted the singing.
Hoyard, Little Willard, Clemons, Busy, Tur- by the ·co ngregations in Wharton and Ros- was baptized during the meeting, but we
key Creek, Big Laurel, Grassy Branch, Tou- enbe rg, Texas, and the church in Winston- are looking forward to more visible · relouse, Fred 's Creek; in August I pr eached• Salem, N. c. Mrs. Southern, our daughter, sults.
at Phyllis and Grapevine. Broth e r Roy Hall Sylvia Ann, and Jan e Oliver of .Dallas, Tel!Cdeserves the credit for getting the churches as, taught in the Trinidad Bible School. ·
of Christ started in Eastern Kentucky and
LISTEN
Jimmy C:unl>bcll, 910 Barnes, Alva, OklaWest Virginia.
·HERALD OF TRUTH
homa: Beginning August 9th I began work
At that
RalJ>h Russell, Carrizo Springs, Texas, with the church in Alva, Okla.
ABC Network 1:00 P.M., Sun.
August 18: The work in the cause of our .time I completed twenty-two months' work
Sermon: Sept. 6', "The Father And
Lord and Saviour continues to progress In with the brethren at Guymon, Okla. I an Carrizo Springs. Lord's day, August 16, one ticipate a great work at Alva. The church
His Sons."
young man col)fessed wrongs, thus uniting is jus t over one year old and presents an
During our stay _ at
one complete family in Christ. Unto a gra- 4ntriguing challenge.
cious heavenly Father be all the praise and Guymon there were e ighty additions, twen BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
Drouth
glory. Rjlmember the saints in this place; ty-nine of them being baptisms.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
pray for us. Visit with us when in this and moving hurt badly during the recent
I will be enrolled at
80CI 11. Marka A.venae
area.
The Firm Foundation continues to summer, however.
Brookl7a lS, New York
place before each one w h o reads it the Northwest Teachers College this fall, the
willing.
All
correspondents
will
WILLIAM N . FRYER-ETanceliat
eternal cause of Christ. T hi s is a good and 'Lord
ROGER W. HA.WLEY-ETaacell•t
noble work. May you continue to prosper 'please note , my change of address.
!landa7-lOaOO A.M. aad 8100 P.M.
i n this splendid endeavor.
Elwyn W. Snow, Sudan, T exas, August 17:
. Wednetldny-7:30 P.ltl.
I began at Friendship Church of Christ AuPllenea PReaideat 4-41'38
Sllus Deen, Rock Island, Texas, August
gust 2.
The future looks bright and we
14: Sunday, August 9th was a very profitable day for the church her e. Three (3) are indeed glad to be associated with these
fine people. We had an unusual a udience
==================~
made the good confession and were buried
yesterday at eleven o'clock, several Mexi In baptism.
Our attendance was ninetycans and Negroes, who are transit workers
CHICAGO, ILL
four which was a house full and very en attended. Two fine young men ' were bapcouraging.
We also received five dollars
tiz ed at the evening service. When coming
CHURCH OF CHRIST
contribution from Sister Anthony of Belen,
our way, visit with us.
Our meeting beNew Mexico , and fifty dollars from Brother
gins the 23rd with Brother Claude McClung
4,10 S. Mifhigan Ave.- Room 500-A
Cline of Springtown, Texas, towards th e
of Grand Prairie, doing the preaching. Pray
building fund .
We appreciate this very
Sunday-10 an:l 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
for us that many may be brought to the
much. If five · hundred i n divid·uals or conSaviour.
Correspondents please notice th e
Tbursday-7:30 P.M.
gregations would send five dollars each, we
change of address.
·
would be aqle to complete our ~uilding
with what we could raise ourselves.
A . Harrison, Burns Flat, Oklahoma,
August 21: A gospel meeting was conducted
W. R. S'\vhmey, Natalia, Texas, August 17: here August 2-11 wi-th Brother Bill Cofer
Yesterday was a glorious day in the serv- of Hobart, Oklahoma, doing the preaching.
ice of the Lord in Natalia. We had 55 for It is among the best that thi s congregation
Bible study.; 83 for preaching; 4 3 for the has ever experienced.
There were three
evening service. The contributions have a l- baptisms during the meetin g, and we feel
most doubled in three Lord' s days. I will that others will respond later as a result
reor ganize our educational program in' Sep- of . the see d being sown during this protember.
We also have fine prospects for tracted effort. The work as a whole here
Central YMCA Auditorium
a !l'ood young people's work in Septe mber. is moving along' s lowly but is steadily
19 S. LA SALLE ST.
I also plan a Medina Vall ey L a dies Bible growing. I have some time open for meet Class; ladies from both Lytle and Devine ing·s in 19 5 4. If I can serve you, please conBible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
have asked for it. And a number of th e tact me at the above address .
I am to
Worship, 11:00 A.M. and 2:00P.M.
sectarian ladies are making inquiry. I see ass ist in a gospel me et ing at Thomas, Okla.,
the greatest opportunity that Natalia has September 7- 17.
Wednesday Bible Study1 7:30P.M.
ever had.
WORSHIP WITH US
E. w. Sto..·au, Glasgo,v., K e ntuclcy, August
Elders Paul N. Jackson, Phone Number
7-4131; Marvin Harris; a nd Luther Rogers,
all of Ft. Cobb, Oklahoma, Au gus t 17: The
church of Christ here is in n ee d eft a fuJ.l
ti me preacher. We would prefer a young,
married man as our preacher's home is
s mall. Please contact us by l e tter or phone.

,V.

CAic4gc

CHURCH · OF CHRIST
DOWNTOWN
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Damon Smith, Childress, Texas, August
17:
I closed a singing school at Liberty
Hill, T exas, on August 6th.
The school
was th e best I had taught with this very
fine cooperation. The church there has
fine / peace and harmony among them,
'the best I have ever seen, and is on the
move for Christ. A fine work there. I go
t'\> Lubbock at Pioneer Park August 24 - 28
for a song drill in connection with vacation
Bible school.
Brother G. S. Westbrook is
the ministe r there. I will go to Oklahoma
City August 31 for a tel)-day singing scboo l
at S. W. and 36th Street where Brother
Sweet preaches.

15: Our vacation Bible scho.ol was a success.
We enrolled 421.
It was the best
ever conducted !;)ere.
I recently closed a
meet!ng at Fairview, near Milan, Tenn., , in
which there were s ix baptisms and three ·
restorations.
I am to return in 1956.
I.
closed a t Mt .Vernon, near here, Wednesday
night.
There were three baptisms. I am
now at Poplar Lo g n ear h e r e. Our meeting
here begins September 6, with John, T.
Smithson and B. B. Jones
doing the
preaching and directing the singing. · We
look. for a great meeting.
Wh e n passing
this way, stop and worship with the good
congregat ion here.

.~
. n-~~~~~~~'~L~~~~·

Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Forrest Dunlap Public Sealing Co.
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J. Loyd Rice, 400 E. 3rd St., Casa Grande,
Arizona, August 17: I bad nearly two years
of very pleasant worl{ with the brethren
at Carlsbad, Texas. The mission work inside the Sanatorium is interesting and chall en ing and off ers one of the greatest opportunitites to lead people to Christ that I
h ave eve r known. Carlsbad is in need of
a preacher now. I closed my work there on
the second Sunday in August.
They are
able to pay $75.00 per week, and do hav e
It is . sm all but
a nice preacher's home.
comfortable. Th e elders are H. C. Moreland,
Carlsbad, T exas ; and Emmete Clark, Route
1, San Angelo, Texas.
The m e mbership is
small, only about 38 m embers including wo men and childr en. The local ·contributions
exceeded expectations and Is above the average for that number. Outside help from
NEWPORT NEWS, VffiGINIA.
Church of Christ meets at Catalpa Avenue
and Kecoughtan Road. Route 60, between
Newport News and Hampton, Virginia. Telephone 22037 Newport News. Address 1124
25th Street, New,Port "News, Virginia, B. H.
Atkinson, Minister.
PINKING SHEARS
Only' $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, precision mad e. Manufacturer's Christmas overstock. Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. Order by mail. Lincqln Surplus Sales,
529 Main St., Evunston 41, Illin<>is.
.PREACHER-BARBER "WANTED
The church in Salado is sadly in need of
a preacher. The town n ~ds a barber. vVe
are eight mile s to 1\he n eares t barb er. The
church is not strong enough to n a y a
preacher full support so we would like to
secure a young preacher who could also
barber. Write me, Paul Pirtle, Salado, Texas.
WAN'I'ED, experienced cleaner and presser.
Prefer married man, whose wife could work
part time as sill;: finisher. Would give interest in pla~t to good Christian man, who
would ·ass ume responsibility of operation of
plant. Only shop in co11nty of 3,000 population, 1600 in town.
lUODEL CLEANERS
Rocksprings, Texas

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand r egularly a supply ol
fresh, pure, unleavene d ·bread for communion
purposes. El ev en wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will kee:(:
indefinitely. Every congregatian should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
FffiM FOUNDATION PUliLISHING HOUSE
Boi 77, A,ustin 61, Texn!l

CHURCH

PEWS
from

S-K!
WRITE FOR

Information

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

Jobn W. Hedge, Representative

other congregations makes it possible for
the brethren to maintain a minister for
mission work inside the Sanatorium. I mal<e
this appeal to the brethren of great, rich,
west Texas, that you do not n egl ect the
worl< at Sanatorium. People come there for
treatment from all over west T exas, from
Fort vVorth to El Paso, from Amarillo to
San Antonio. Most of th em return borne,
a nd while they are there we nave a wonderful opportunity to t each them the truth.
If w e fail others will take over. It is not
good to leave the work, right at our door,
open to the Catholics while trying ~o convert them in Mexico a nd Italy. Ke ep Carls·bad going.
C. A. Bucltanan, Box 325, Glen Rose, Texas, August 20: 'l'he meeting at South Side
in Waxahachie, Texas, closed last night.
We had seven baptisms and thre e restorations. Brother G. S. Westbrook did some
of the best and plainest gospel preaching.
Large crowds attended. We moved to Glen
Rose- today to work with the church. Wife·
and I were well provided for during our
three years at vVaxahachie, and we l eave .
many dear friends there. We find some· old
friends here at Glen Rose whom we knew
when I worked as county evange list several
years ago under direction of the Central•
church in Cleburne. We are anticipating
a pleasant and profitable work.
J. A . Wooliey, 326 W. Whitney, Sheridan,
Wyoming, August 9: It has become necesjsary for me to leave the work· at Sheridan
because of a lack of support. At the present time I have made no definite plans as
to where I shall go. If additional s upport
for the worl>: here could be obtained, I
would be glad to stay. If any congregation
is intez;ested in obtaining an evangelist, I
would be happy to h ear from them. I would
like to remain in the Northwestern part of
the country to do the Lord's worl< if it is
possible. This is a field where much needs
to be done for the1 cause· of Christ. Both
workers and support are much needed for
the large amount_ of work to be done in
this field.
Cltarles E . Gentry, Box 375, Lamar, Colo rado, Au g u s t 11:
Since my last report
·there have been two baptisms and one restoration here. I have preached · in the following m eet ings:
A tent meeting near
Cool{eville, Tenn., thr.ee restored; at Davidson's Chap el in Jackson County, Tenn., two
restor ed; at Liberty in Jackson County,
Tenn, no visible results. I am now in a
meeting at Eads, Colo., and Brother B enny
Lucas is a very fine co-laborer in this meeting. During the past year at Lamar there
· have been fourteen baptisms and six r es torations. The brethren are in the process
of selecting men for elders, who wi11
strengthen the work here greatly. I am
to begin work with the Whitson Road congregation in Cookeville, Tenn., n ear the end
of th e month. My n ew address will be 323
Short St., Cookeville, Tenn.
John Ramsey, Box 109, Neenah, Wiscons in. The Lord's work is gro'"wing in Wiscon·sin. Two new congreg·ations w)ll begiV b e g in next Sunday. The congregations in Neenah and Green Bay have been doing nicely
this summer.
The attendance, spiritual
strength and contributions have progressed
instead of the ' usual slump most brethren
expect in the summer. Two have been baptized in the past week: one in N ee nah, and
one in Green Bay. We rejoice and thank
God for the power of the ptire gospel. Even
though th ere are only thirty members in
Neenah, the contribution has averaged $100
per Sunday for the past two months. Also,
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a record attendance of 66 assembled August
2.
The outlook in Green Bay is bright.
Willard Boor and Oskar Bakkom are as fine
Christians as we have ever met.
Their
fa ith and zeal would encourage any gospel
pr eacher.
The work in Green Bay is a
challenge. Who will come to help us? We
need Christian families· to move to this area
and settle down as we need permanent, stable worl<ers. This field is white unto harvest. In eleven months, seven ha;:e been
ba ptized and three r estored · in Neenah and
Green Bay.
More should r espond to the
L.ord's invitation. soon. Pray for us. It is
a real pleasure to be associated with the
five evangelist~ in this state. Bob Lawrence
of Madison, Billy Boyd of Racine, Monroe
Hawley of Milwaukee, Harry Lowry of Stevens Point, Paul Butterfield of La Crosse,,
and Henry Pipkin of N elso n are indeed the
finest co-workers an evangelist could desire.
May God bless them for the strengthening
influence they h ave been.
Charles JU. A,dnms, Box 285, Cleveland,
Oklahoma, August 22: \Ve just closed a
good meeting at Putnam, Texas. The singing was conducted in a very- able manner by
Brother Bill Kendall of Cisco, Texas. We
rejoiced to have the opportunity to revisit
anq m eet our friends in th.is part of the
country. Beginning September 29 and continuing through October 2, at the church
of Christ building in Cleveland, Oklahoma,
where we live and labor, Brother W. Curtis
Porter of Monette, Ark., will m eet Mr. A. J.
Wall, pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Turley, Okla., in a four night discussion.
The first proposition to be discussed is:
One is saved at the point of .faith without
baptism.
Mr. Wall will affirm.
Brother
Porter will deny.
The last two nights
Brother Porter w ill affirm that baptism Is
for the remission of sins. Mr. Wall will
d e ny.
The church in Cleveland, which is
the only on e in Pawnee County, Okla., is
growing in every good way. We e;ctend a
s incere welcome to all who come our way.
We enjoy the Firm Foundation very much.
Elvis E. Bozartlt, T-Sgt., U.S.M.C., Hq. Bn.,
Special Services, 1st Marine Division, l!' .M.F.,
c/o F.P.O., San Francisco, California, August
12: Worship for members of the church is
held each Sunda"y at 4:00 p.m. at the Division Chapel. Please send me names and addresses of members of the Armed Forc es station ed ne'ar Munsan, Fr·eedom Village, and
in this Division. I have already contacted
a ll whose nam es were sent to me previously.
On the way to Korea, two young Marines
were baptized at the Baptist Mis s ion in
Kobe, Japan . These two will become gospel preachers.
When we reach e d Sasebo,
J apan , a Navy corp sman serving with the
Marines was baptized in the Army swimming pool. He intends to be a doctor. All
three will enter Freed-Hard eman College
when discharged. A few of us had services
a board ship the las t Sunday at sea. Our
si n g ing was directed by a capabl e young
Marin e from th e Stroudsville church near
Clarksville, Tenn. Our offering of six dollars will go to the brethren in Pusan, Korea.
Huglt BoY<lston, l209 South T exas Avenue,
Od essa, Texas, August 18:
I moved to
Odessa last week to work with the South
Side church here. I am following Brother
Eddie Myers who apparently has done an
outstanding work here. Brother A. F. Walle.r will shortly move from Cisco to Brecke nridge. Sunday, our first one here, there
were 201 In classes and $320.00 in collection.
One confessed sins at the morning service
and one placed membership at the evening
service.
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L. D. Webb, 9011 East Burnside, Portland
Oregon, August 10: The new congregatiOJ
here at 90th and Glisan in Portland, is making splendid progress. We have had fort:
responses, nine of these baptisms, since th .
congr.egation was started on June 7, 1953
Claude A. Guild, minister for the RiversidEchurch in Fort Worth , 'Texas, preached foJ
us last Sunday. He brought two splendid
lessons to a record crowd who attendea
both services. · One Catholic lady was baptized, and another lady was restored. Brother Guild is among our ablest gospel p:r:eachers. We enjoyed his visit very much.
Dill Cofer, Hobart, Oklahoma, August 18:
Albert Trent is holding a very wonderful
meeting here an<'l giving sermons that we
all need. As of this date, one has rendered
obedience to · the Lord, and the lessons ar e
doing the church here a great deal of good.
I
recently finished a meeting with the
church at Burns Flat, with three additions.
Last night caught us without lights and
preaching was by lamp light, but the building was full, and muddy roads, and threatening stormy weather affected the faithfulness of the brethren but little. I begin
a meeting tonig,.nt at. Taylor, Oklahoma. It
will con tlnue through August 26. Remem ber us in your prayers.

Earl E. 1\lcCo•·d, Corning, Arkansas, August 18:
Brother Denton M. Neal and I
closed the meeting in East Prairie, Mo.,
August 16 without visible results. How·ever, there was some of the best singing
and preaehing that I have had the privi lege of enjoying there. I have been ther e
twice b efore. I have never enjoyed my part
of thb work with any g;roup of folks anywhere a s I did n\ese. I am now at home,
leading the singing in a meeting at Reyno,
Ark., that began Augt\ ·t 14 . Broth er Marshall Conner is doing the pr eaching. I will
be with the se brethren through the 22nd.
On the 23rd I begin at Dorena, Mo . I have
some time :~-tter I get through at Dorena,
Mo. Vii on't you please contact me and let's
make arra nge ments for some work together?
George Bennett, Box 216, Lexington, Oklahoma, August 22: One of the best meetings and vacation Bible Schools of all tim e
closed yesterday at Lexington.
Brother
Jack Nad eau, of ·Munich was the evangelist
and Brother Dale T. Lemon who preaches
for the church at Purc e ll, Oklahoma, led th e
singing.
Both accomplished their part of
the m ee tidg in a wonderful mann er. Th e
meeting r esulte d in six baptisms, and th e
church was e dified and 'b uilt up. · Crowds
exceeded our fondest hopes at ever':'f service.
Our vacation Bible school averaged 94 with
a record attendance of 113 and an enrollment of 145. The futur e looks brighter for
the church h ere than it has ever b e en. To
God b e all the prais e . We solicit the prayers of th e s a ints.
Albert Hollmul, 151 South Marne Stre et,
Memphi s , T e nn e ~s e e, Augu s t 10:
During
June and July I received a number of cards
and letters asking about my recovery from
the thr e e months stay in Kennedy, V. V.
hospital here. I am very thankful that I
have been ab l e to hold the meetings that
had been arranged though I have had to
work under handicaps. July 5-1 2, I preached
in a meeting for the church at .Eva, Ala.
Brother Green Hendon of Rodgersville, Ala.,
directed the singing in this m ee ting in a
capable way. There were five baptized in
th is me e ting. J:.~ly 19-26 I was in a most
pleasant meeting with the Bulah church on
Highway 31 , north of Cu llman, Ala. · Five
were b"aptized in this meeti ng.
Brother
Herman Tillery was the director of the

FIRM

Page Thirteen

FOUNDATION

singing. I closed a very pleasant meeting
that was well, attended, with the church at
Tones Chapel last night. There were two
baptized at this meetmg. Brother Herman
Tillery of the Bulah church directed the
singing in this meeting.
This was the
fourth meeting Brother Tillery has assisted
in In Alabama. He is a faithful co-worker.
I go next to Oak Ridge church, near Hornbeak, Tenn. :B'. J. Rodgers and J. W . "Billy"
Lipsey have preached for the Highway 61
South church J:ler~ in my absence. This is
a new work and is going in a fine way.
Visit with us wh en passing through Memphis at 5165 Highway 61 South.
I
Leo H . Thurston, Lutesville, Missouri, Au gust 18: We would like to make this appeal
to all Christians everywhere, not b ecause
we want to, but because the work of the
Lord in this community demands it.
We
have but little of this world's goods but
the Lute$v·il! e church has mad e an upward
.struggle sinc e , its beginning, numbering
now about thirty members, and all are very
happy. We have been paying $35 per month
for a store building which is not large
enough for the work that we are doing so
we must .PO ' something in the very near
future. We have purchased a fine lot on
which to build, well located in the twin
cities o.f Marble Hill and Lutesville. We
had hoped to have a new building reaay by
cold weather, b•.Jt contributions have come
in slowly, .so that without speedy help this
cannot be done. '\Viii you, my broth er and
sister in Chr·ist, s e nd your offering to this

work immediately for the sal<:e of those
who need the Christ most in this community. We have the setup to talce care
of the job here. The elders and deacons
are ready to go forward with the b uildin g
which will cost about $7,000.' If we can
get as much as $2,000 we can go through
with the job immediately. Men lik e · Harbert Hooker, Freeny Saunders, Billie Moore,
Jim Arnold and others have preached for us.
May we hear from you soon so that the
church of our Lord may take care of its
full r e sponsibility here. Send all contribultiorts to the treasurer, C. E . Lincoln, Marble Hill, Mo.

BROTHER A. C. HUFF'S TRACT COMMENDED
Plainview, Texas
A. C. Huff, 901 W. 7th
Dear Broth er Huff:
I wish to commend you for the excellent work you have done in your
booklet, "The Great Saivation." You have clearly and scripturally set forth
the work of the Holy Spirit in the conviction and conversion of sinners and
his work in the con'firmation of the word spoken by the apostles, and in
the development of the church in the first century. You have written with
kindness,\ firmness, and clarity.
I am persuaded that the honest truth seeker will Jearn accurately the way
of salvation from this book. And I feel that it can be an invaluable aid to
the Christia ns in preparing- themselves to teach sinners the tl'uth em these
vital themes. I wish for your book a wide cfr c'u lation and heartil y commend
it to the churches for their use in teaching the gospeL- Max Crumley.
PRICES: SINGLE COPY, 25c
SIX COPIES $1.00
Add ress all orders to the author:

901

w.

A. C. HUFF
7th

Plainview, Texas
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w. Taylor Carter, Lawrence, K a nsas: My
family and I will move to Bartlesville; Oklahoma, September 1s t to begin our work
at Central Chris tian Coll ege. Mrs. Carter
will be th e schoo l librarian and I will teach

I

Trade-Mark Registered

Relieves Rheumatism, Arthritis, Burns, Insect Bites and Stings of any kind.
S.. Guarante~d to relieve Sinus trouble and
~ Hemorrhoids or money refunded.
Price $1.00, 6 for $5.00
i.f.
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Money sent with order; we pay postage.
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both Bible and business subjects. Our old<OlSt daughter, Betty, will b e a freshman in
the school and our younger daughter, Patricia, will . be a junior in Bartlesville Hi g h
School. I have labored with the Southside
church i n L a...;,.renc e, Kansas the p ast eight
and a half years and in many ;ways the Lord
has blessed this congrega ti on w ith g rowth.
The attendance on Lord's day m9rnlng ha~
in creased from about 35 to n ear 200; th e
contribu t i on h as increased from approx·mately $30 p er week to yearly , average of
$235.00 per week.
Th e congregation has
also constructed a n ew building at a cost
of appr ox imately $4 0,000.00•. As this buildin g is a lmost paid fo·r, th e_congregation is
now making plans to l a un ch a constructive
mission program. Brother Leroy Davis of
J a y, Oklahoma, will · begin full time work
with the co n gregatio n August 31st. i look
f orwa rd to e ntering a new field of labor
in or n ear Bartlesville. You may address
me in . -care of Central Christian College,
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

I
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.. : '· Belton·,-_Texas • -i: ··• ;_;.,

Tice E l k in,., Alamogordo, New Mexico
\523 Cuba Avenue, Augu st 17:
My last
hop e of trave l to preach is gone for this
fall.
Also, s inc e the church h ere is supporting a good m a n who took my place
when I brol<e d ow n last winter, there is
not much I can do -h ere at hom e.
The
church d ro pr1 e d all but two broadcasts per
week on the a ir, for lac!< of funds. I am
·trying to interest Christians everywhere to
help me s tart another program of t eaching on the air. One dollar per person each
m onth from 10(} people will carry the gospel to 50,000 sou ls in this county al one. I
can go to · the station four days p er week
and s it at a table a nd quietly talk to thousan d s who n ever heard and never will hear

r-;~~~~~~~;~;~~s-;;~-i
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Texas Pay Opportunity for Graduate Work
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Write' or Phone Olive 2134

Houston Bible School
,2950 Broadway

I
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Houston, Texas

I

....tJ-.o.-cJ-o.-.o-.c..-.cJ...-<..-. c~c>..-.t)._.U....tl~l.-.<>..-.tl-.o.-.t>.._.t•.;,•

Warren-Ballard Debate
Essentiality of baptism discussed. Contains material on the Emphatic Diaglott and on the inspiration of Mark. 16:9-20 that is found
in no other book. Price-$2.50.
MORMONISM-EXPOSED back in print, same price-$2.50.
~

'YALLACE-HUNT

•

I
!c

'

.

DEBATE on instrumental music ready for dell very soon. Send in your ·money and we will ship the book just as
soon as it comes from the press. Price-$2.50. (Hunt would not correct his speeches and other things prevented us printing this book
sooner).
Order fromTELEGRAM BOOK CO.
608 Peardale Lane
Longview, Wash.

the gospel any other way. In this way I
can be content to . l et others drive cars
and ride trains, and I can stay at hom e
and do more than any of them are doin g,
and for a fourth of th e cost per month.
If you want to help preach the g osp e l in
this mann er, send you r aid soo n, so that I
can start th e broadcast October first. Every
cent will be reported in the gospel papers,
and ack nowledged by letter or card. Either
send it direct to m e, or to Radio Station
KALG, Alamogordo, or to Mrs. Ad. Painter,
church treasurer, but be certain to mark
your donation "For Radio Broadcast by
Tice EII<ins" for church of Chri s t evangelism.
"Can the L ord (ca n I) d epend on
you?" May he touch a hundr~d or a thou sand hearts to carry th e story· of his sacrifice to others.
The Church of Christ, Sheridan, Wyoming,
August 9: We are in ne ed of help. At the
present time, Brother J. A. Wooll ey h as announced that he -must l eave th e work here
beca use of a lack of support. He will b e
l eaving some time during the months of
September or October.
An evangelist is
needed to take up the work of the Lord
here.
The congregation is at peace, and
has an adequate building at the present '
time. In th e past y·ear the attendance has
advanced from a group of 12 or 15 to 30 or
40 on each Lord's day morning. S evera l
improvem ents hav e been made on the building. The situation is such -that some s m all
part of the support could be supplied by
the congr ega tion, but the major par't mu st
be supplied from elsewhere. We ask for
your prayers and your help. Address all
correspondence to L. M. Seid, 526. E. Works,
Sh eridan, vVyoming.

F. B. Shephcr<l, 1732 Keeaumoku, Honolulu, T. H.: If this ca tch es the eye of anyone who knows the present aadress of
Brothers Harry C. Moor e, or Milton B.
Judge, or Ernest C. Moore, original Trust ees of the property h ere , pl ease s end me
the data immedia tely. It is imp erative we
have this information now.
Send an Air
Mail Po stcard if possible. We continue to
go forward with the plans for r ep laciflg th e
old building. Attendance keeps up and contributions increase. One young father was
imm ers ed into the Christ last we e k. Thi s
is twelve immersions to elate since I came
out here .. Visitors to the island to Service
personn el coming for duty will note th er e
is only on e congregation on Oahu. From
Downtown taJ<e the Punahou-Un iversity Bus
to Keeaumoku. waikiki residents will do
better to use Taxi. Serv ices at the usual
ho urs as on Mainland. Lord' s day even in g
a t 7 p.m. ins t ead of 7:30.
A.. H. Bryant, 1445 Nogal es Street, Del
Paso Heights, California, August 18: During
th e past thr ee w eeks the c hurch in Del Paso
H e ights h as in c r e~sed its m e mbership by
thr ee young sou-ls being baptized.
Four
placed membership and one confessed his
wrongs a nd asl<ed f e llowship with th e
church here. Work· on our n ew audito rium
a nd class rooms is well · under way.
Attendance has held up r e markably well durin g th e vacation se:!son, and th e contribution has h e ld its own, or even incr ease d.
W e are encouraged and determin ed to press;
onward to greater things for him. The co lored chu~ch, rec ently establish ed, has madesome progress. They now have about twelve
members. Plans are for them to take the
building now being used by white br ethren
when our building is completed. Th ey could
use some financial assistance on the lots they
plan to buy and move the building. to. We
especially need the prayers of Christians in
this promising yet rather difficult field.
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"RIVERSIDE ELDER PUBLISHES
RE:vELATION NOTES FOR STUDY"

A Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Austin traveling
from place to place having preachers to
endorse their check on the Shreveport, Louisiana Bank. They keep just enough money
\there to have their check returned marked
"insufficient funds."
This they did with
me, for the sum of $30.00; also Brother
Gussie Lambert, Monette, Arkansas, for
$20.00; a nd at Ridgely, Tennessee, for $25.
They gave me their address as 4900 Jewella
Road, Shreveport, Loui!>iana.
Mark them
as children of the devil.-W. T. HINES,
900 So. Grand, El Dorado Springs, Mi sso uri.

--------0•--------

0N RECOGNIZING DANGERS

Claude A. Gnlld

Brother R. H. Banowsky, an elder at the
church of Christ in Riverside, l<'ort Worth,
Texas, has been making a special study of
the book of Revelation for the past forty
years. Last winter, he taught two classes
in Revelation and was encouraged by the
other elders and members to publish his
notes.
They are now off the press, and
the book is entitled, "Revelation Notes For
Study." It contains 80 pages.
In my opinion, these notes are the best,
and make Revelation more readable and understandable than any commentary or work
·I have seen on this Book. I believe it is
complimentary to the office of the el.dership that the church has a man in the office
able to do this very wonderful work.

Jess Hall, 3205' Denton Road, Ft. Worth,
Texas: Our new address in Fort vVorth will
be as above and we look forward to our
new work with the Birdv'ille congregation
in Fort Worth. During our last week of
work in Paducah with the Broadway congregation seven were baptized and three
-were r esto red.
Our work during a little
more than three years in Paducah, Ky., has
been pleasant in e-very respect and we regret
to leave our many good friends there. The
Broadway congregation is one among the
best to be found anywhere.
/

Reginald Denver, Box 184, Delta, Colorado,
August 20: The wor!( here is progressing
nicely . ../We have had our largest crowds
and contributions lately.
This is still a
mission field. We hope to get the work
started in Montrose, Colo., but we are still
in n eed of some $3000.00 in order to purchase and remodel property to serve as
a meeting house and living quarters for
Brother K. A. Stone who is ready to move
there. Will you help us spread the l<lngdom of the Lord in this area? I will be
glad to accept your donations and acknowledge the same.

Frank Reeder
In the July 7 Issue of Firm Foundation
there is , an article by Brother Weldon Bennett. Brother Bennett missed the point on
the dangers of cooperation. He said that
there are dangers in other things. What
This volume sells for 50c a copy, or 35c
some brethren object to is the using of a
method that is admitted to be dangerous i.n Jots of 5(} or more. Order from Riverside
and for which we have no scriptural exam- Book and Bible Supply Company, 341 Emma
ple Instead of one which we do have an Street, Fort Worth 11, Texas.
example for.
To substitute God's method
for· man's method which we know is danJust Published:
gerous is sinful. To use water, for which
we have no example, instead of fruit of
the vine, for which we do have an example,
in partaking of the Lord's Supper is sinful. See the point?
An important compendium and faithful criticism
Station A. C. C.,
Abilene, T exas.

WHO IS ON THE LORD'S SIDEl
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AFRICA

W. A. Bradfield
The following excerpts from a letter received from Brother Howard Horton in Nigeria, West Africa, are self-explanatory:
"Your heart would rejoice if you could
see the fervor with which these people
scramble for the tracts you have sent. Th e
hunger for reading matter is almost impossible to fill."
"I first give a copy of each tract to th e
pupils and then go over the material with
them to assure their understanding. I en courage them to us e the material for sermons and lessons. They · are learning well."
"I want you to !.<now how much we appreciate your fellowship and encouragement. The tracts are making a very definite contribution to the cause of Christ in
this country."
"The students are fond of all the tracts,
and I find them espec ially anxious to give
"Which Church Did Christ Build" to their
assoc iates. As you find churches who will
help furnish tracts we can use many, many
of them."
"There Is no nation Wlhich offers more
possibilities and more impediments than
Nigeria. The country is awalrening; youth
craves educat ion; all covet money and possessions. I p ray that in tile great awakening the Li ght of God can outshine the glitter of .worldly pride and ambition.
Pray
for us."
Brethren, what are we going 1to do about
this challenge?
I have been personally
helping in this worlt but the demand is too
great for me to m 'eet alone. The postage
is nearly $3.00 per thousa nd tracts.
How much will you or your congregation
give to this great work? Send any amount
to me at once and the tracts will be on ·the
way immediately. We have published more
than 2,000,000 copies of eight small tracts.
Let me hear from you as quickly as possible. Let's pour the tracts into Africa.
Don Gardner a nd Martell Petty in South
Afri a are also calling for tracts.
~anderson, Tenn.

of the New Modernist

Revised Bible.
A book which every Bible-believing Christian should read. This book
will be an eye-opener to all those who have not bent their knees to the
Baal of Modernism and corrupt theology.
Pexsonal testimonies about the Modernist new Revised Bible, exposing
its many faults and shortcomings, and showing why the King James version is more faithful and preferable for those who believe that the whole
Bible is the inspired Book by God in the original languages. These testimonies come from a wide range of pr<nninent Christian leaders all over
the country, and have been prepared by such weU known men as Dr. Robert G. Lee, the "Spurgeon" of America, Pastor of the largest Baptist
Church ' in the United States, the Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, with 11,000 members, and former President of the Southern Baptist Convention; Mr. Exnest Gordon, an outstanding evangelical author,
son of the famous Boston minister, Dr. A. J. Gordon; Dr. Robert T. Shuler,
Pastor of the Trinity Methodist Church of Los Angeles, Calif.; Dr. Boll
Jones, President of the Bob .Jones Univ:ersity of Greenville, S. C.; Rabbi
Betton, Professor of Homiletics at the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati,
Ohio; Dr. Clinton N. Howard, Superintendent of the International Reform
Federation; Evangelist Billy Sunday; Dr. Carl Mcintyre, President of the
American Council of Churches; Rev. W. 0. H. Garman, Vice President of
'the American Council of Churches; Rev. Kenneth Vertz, Pastor of Salem
Lutheran Church, Owosso, Mich.; Rev. J. W. Schillinger, Pastor of the
Lutheran Church, Fairport Harbor, Ohio; Dr. Hobart Bennett, Pastor of
the Hillside Bible Presbyterian Church; Rev. W. S. Bowden, Contributor
to the "NEW WORLD CRISIS"; and publications: The Christian Beacon,
the Defender Magazine; the Herald of His Coming, the Baptist Bible
Tribune and its Editor, Rev. Noel Smith.
Order and read yourself, and give a copy to your pastor.
The prices for this book are, including postage: For 1 copy-25c; for
10 copies--$2.00; for 100 copies.....,-$15.00. The payment for single copies
and up to $1.00 may be also_sent in 3c postage stamps.
I

Address all orders to:
GOSPEL P{)]JLISHERS, .

P. 0. Box 2709,
Washington, D. C.

I
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55 FEATURES •.•
7 GREAT DEPART:MENTS MAKE-

THE 'NEW. CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE
Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library
in ONE Volume ''
EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.O., PH. D.

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY:

\
"

.E''a-ngeHst Horace \V. Busby sa.y s :
"Of the
1nany Bibles w ith special helps . (I have at least
s ix), which I have used and thoroughly examined,
the Tllird I1nproved Edition of Thompson 's New
Chai n , Reference Bib le is without doubt the most
helpful.
BecaUfie of its Nu.Jnericai-Chain Reference Systetn it really stimulates Bible study, a nd
irs helps are more exhaust ive than those in other
Bibles." J. N . Annstrong, 1\I. A., LL. D ., President Emeritus, Harding College, says:
"It is a
great time-saver and it ' is an inspiration to Q.eep
spil·itual ltnowledge of the Word of God." Don II.
Morris, 1\'I. A., Abilene Christian Co-llege, says:
"I have been using the New Chain Reference
Bible for several n1onths, and I find it one of the
most convenient a nd tinle-saving aids to the study
of God's VVord that I have ever found . I would
not want to be without a copy of this edition of
the Bible a t aiL" JMnfs F. Cox, l\1. A,, Abilene
Christian College, says; "The New Chain Refer-

y

ence Bible Is a time-saver an d a veritable mine
of infonnation. It makes Bible study much more
i.nteresUng and successful." C. R . Nichol, LL. D .,
1\'linister, Church of Cht·ist, Se.rninole, Oldahoma,
says: "I have exaznined the lat est edition of the
Chain Reference Bible carefully and unhesitatingly pronounce it the most conveniently arranged
reference Bible I have ever seen. The . helps and
general arrangement of this Bible are such that in
tny opinion it deServes a place in every hon1e
throughout the land." EvangeHst W. A. Be11tley
snys: "I consider the New Chain Refe rence Bible
the best, most complete, useab le , and practical
Bible on the rnarl{et today.
It is a library oi
Bible infonn ation, a gold mine of spiritual truth.
It inspires study and is a great time-saver.
It
makes the Bible easy and delightful to bo th young
and old. _4-s a Bibl e student you cannot afford to
be without a copy of this wonderflll book at any
pnce~"

Rapidly Replacing O~her Bibles- Has So Ma~y More New He·lpsl
1. Unlque chart showing Origin and Growth of the English ,,.
Bible.
""
2. The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing BibIleal History with Contemporary Secular History.
3. The Analysis of the Bible as a Whole.
4, The Analysis of each of the 66 Boqks of the Bible.
5. The Analysis of every Chapter ofthe New Testament.
6, The Analysisofthe Verses oftheentireBible.
7. TheN umerica I and Chain Reference Systems.
8. Special Analysis of the JmportantBible Charact.,..
ll. Contrast between the Old and New Testamenta,
10, The Topical Treasury, New Topics for Prayer MeetIngs, Men's Meetings, Women's Meetings, Missionary Meet·
ings, Young People's Meetings, etc.
11. Special Bible ReatlingsJor private devotions and public services. New and dif!ercntsubjects,
12, Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul.
13. Special Portraits of Jesus.
· 14. Chart of the Messianic Stars.
15, Chart showing cause of the Babylonian Captivity,
16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser-

%DI'7.9Cb~;t~f.\'~;;.. Hours on the Cross.

.
.18. The Christian Workers' Outfit. Of special value to soul
winners,
19. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Heorew History, Courageous
Reformers, etc., with meaning of their names given.
.
20, Golden Chapters of the Bible.
2L A Complete Genera l Index of over seven thousand
topics, names and places.
22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the
Bible.
23. Chart Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law.
24. Graph oHhehodiga! Son,
25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize.
26, The Principl011and Best Methods of Bible Study,
27. Piotoria!Illustration of the River of Inspiration.
28 . .Bible Markings, Explaining best methods.of marking
one's Bible,
29, Concordance.
30. Atlas of 12 colored mapa with Index for qulckly locat- ,
lng places.
·
Other F~atures in Text Cyclopedia
31. Topical Study of the Bible, Correlated Scrlptures
printed out In full under 2467 topics and sub-topics, Three
times aa many as in any other Bible.
32 Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables

B. B.

you to study the Construct!~e and Destructive Forces of
Life, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such subjecU. aa Faith-Unbelief, Love-Hatred, Courage-Fear; etc.
33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devotional Life, The Surrendered Life, etc,
34, Bible Stories for Children. A llst of 56 stories to be
read from the BlbleiU.elf.
35, Miracles of both the Old and New TeatamenU. listed
5n Chrouological Order,
• '
36. Parables of the Old Testament, Parables of the New
Testament, listing those given In One Gospel Only, ,these
given in Two. and those given In Three.
37, Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God
the Father; and of Satan.
38, General Bible Prophecies,
' 39, A List of the PropheU. of the Bible,
40, List of Judges of Israel and Judah given ln:Chrono!ogical Order,
'
4L List of theN obble Women of the Bible,
42, Mountains and Hills referrea to In Bible, listing the
Scenes of Great EvenU.,
43, Dictionary Material.
44, Tables of Time, Money, Weights and MeMures,
Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition
45. The Hi;torlcal Bridge, covering Interval between the
Old and New 'l'estamenU..
,
46. Chart showing the History of'the Apostles,
47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references lo different

0

1

4r. C~~~d~~~f~~eaCb~};:~ Era.

49, The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, Illustrated with well-known painfioga.
50, 8hart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by
John.
5L An Out.line /3;istory ofthe Evangelistic and Missionary
Work of the Early Church. '
52, The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment,
arranged Chronologically, with principal verses printed out
in fulL
53, Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem
to Var ious Historical Points.
54, Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple
at Jerusalem.
55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Journeys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children
of Israel from Egypt to Ca'naan. These are separate maps,
mind you-not several cro":ded together on one page.
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F-499 K. OF P. BLDG.

INDIA -NAPOLIS, INDIANA

cb.

' The Revised Version is given in the wide
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im·
portant difference in meaning occurs.
1

for this

· b;g FREE
' J~scriptive·

BOOK

B. R KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO.,
Dept, F-49'9 K. of P. llldg,
Indianapolis. Indiana.

0 W ithout cost or obligation to me, send
a copy of the big illustrated book, "A ·New
Bible for a New Day," and full particulars
/concerning the 'l"'hird Improved Edition of
your New ehain Reference B ible.
- 0 Send your special terms to Represent&·
.. tives:
Name. ___________________________
Address'----------------

Cit7..---------------..::S1t~a.t<te~---
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National •Weekly, Wo~l d - Wide in Mission, Definite. in Policy-tJ:~e Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Sa.lnta. Under Present Manag ement for last 43 Years. "Th e Ftrm Founda.tt on of God Standeth, having this sea.!: The Lord ](noyeth
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)
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W. M. DAVIS
God's Works
" The heavens declare the glory of God; the firmament showeth his handiwork" (Ps. 19:1) . This Psalm is a poetical expression of great truths on a variety of subjects. The writer
declares that the firmament is the work of the divine hand.
And no sensible person can doubt this. The perfection of the
solar system is a mark of infinite wisdom. We can give no
reasonalile explanation of the existence of the sun, moon and
.s tars, except as a special creation of God. Their· various functions that meet definite human needs and their movements
without collision or accident t ell us that they a re the work of
God's hands. We know of no other power that could make
them; arid give them the perfection and precision of action
they manifest.
The writer of the book of Hebrews says, "For every house
is builded by some maJ1; but he that built all things is God."
Has any one ever seen a house that was· not built by human
hands? No one doubts the apostle's statement when he says,
"Every house is builded by some man." Why doubt the next
statement, "He that built all things .is God"? It would be
just as r easonable to say that a certain house was not made
by any man, as to say that this universe was made without
God. If a man with a reputation f or t r uth and honesty would
point out a house, and tell you th at nobody built it, you would
not believe him .. Evolution does not produce houses. A house
of one room never evolves into a house of six rooms.
Houses do not accidentally come into existence. Some men
wh oprofess great wisdom try to make us believe that this
world and the human family are just accidents. in the course
of nature. Just as well say that a house is just an accident
the course of nature.
The Law of God
J\.gain in the ineteenth psalm David says, "The law or' the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony ·of the Lord
is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are
Tight, rejoicing the h eart; the commandment of ths Lord is
pure, enlightening the eyes."
•
All of this is said concerning the word of God-it converts
the soul, makes wise the simple, rejoices the heart, and enlightens the eyes. Men are not converted by science or philosophy. Men do not reform their lives by studying astronomy,
biology, geography, or a rithmetic. The Bible is the only book
that converts the soul.
Like the works of God, the word of God is perfect. There
are no substitutes for the work s of God. What could take the
pla ce of the sun? Men ·cannot make a light equal to the sun.
They cannot make a source of heat that will equal it. If the

in

sun were blotted out, all life on earth would become extinct.
The light and heat of the sun promote growth of all things in
the vegetable kingdom.
Of the law- the t estimony, statutes and commandments, David further says, "Moreover by them is thy servant warned:
and in keeping of them there is great reward." There are
many dangers and hazards along the way of life- many of
them lurk in dark places and are invisible. Sometimes men
do not know that these dangers exist till they are overtaken
in them. The word of God warns them, but they do not heed
it. Men are very childish in some things. The child does not
know that fire J;,urns and causes pain, till it puts its hands in
the fire. And some adults do not know that they are in error
till they suffer for it.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.
0----

Witnesses Of His Glory
Hoyt Bailey
This lesson is founded upon the sevent.eeiith chapter of Matthew. In the beginning of this chapter, we have the record of
the transfiguration. "And afte r six days, , J esus taketh P eter,
James, and John, his brother, and bringeth them up into an
high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them: and
his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the
light. And, behold, there a ppeared unto the"IY\ Moses and Elias
t a lking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto J esus,
Lo r d, it is good for us to be here : if t{wu wilt, let us make here
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them : and behold a voice out of the cloud, which
said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear
ye him" (Matt. 17:1-5) .
Some become .concerned about the place of the transfiguration,
and they o"verlook the importance of the event. The f act that
it took place is the important thing to employ our attention.
Some concern themselves with the date of Christ 's birth and
overlook t he importance of the birth. Others seem to be concerned with the date or day of the week that Christ was crucified rather than think upon the significance of Christ's crucifixion . The fact that Christ was transfigured before some of
his apostles is the thing which should challenge our immediate
attention. We should try to gain some benefit from this con-s ideration which will help each of us to appreciat e more fully
the purpose of the transfiguration. The apostles present on
that occasion could see that Jesus was more than a mer e m~n.
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For Christ "was transfigured before them: and his face did
shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light." Not
only could they see that this was true concerning Christ, but
while this was taking place, Moses and Elias came to them
talking with them. These men came back from the unseen .
world, yet they could be recognized by the apostles on that
very occasion. 'Moses gave the law from Mount Sinai, and Elias
had h elped to restore the law . . The apostle Peter would - give
equal honor to Moses, Elias, and Christ. For scripture says:
"Then answered P eter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good
for us to be here : if thou wilt, let us make h ere three tabern acl es; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias"
(Matt. 17:4). Though Moses h ad been the one through whom
God gave the law to Israel, and Elias had h elped to restore
the law to Israel, the time for the Mosiac Dispensation was
now drawing to a close. For, "While he yet spake, b ehold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them: and b ehold a voice out of
the cloud, which said, This is my b eloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased; hear ye him'' (Matt. 17:5) . .All who study the
Bible should be able to see that God wants his Son to b e heard.
The prophets had foretold the, coming of Christ. After J esus
Christ was baptized, the Spirit of God descended upon him from
heaven as a dove, and God said, "This is my b eloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased" (Matt. 3: 17). The apostle Peter
said after the church was establish ed : "For Moses truly said
unto the f athers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in
all things wh atsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall come
to pass, that every soul, which will not h ear that ' prophet
shall be destroyed from among the people" (Acts 3:22, 23).
The Hebrew writer says: "God, who at sundry times and in
divers manners spake in time p ast unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son"
(Heb. 1:1, 2). These and many other similar passages point
out that we are to hear Jesus Christ.
The fact that David introduced mechanical insh:uments of
music into the praise seryice of Old Testament worship in no
way gives one the right or authority to introduce mechanical
instruments into Christian worship. For the Christian is not
urider the law of Moses, not under the t eaching of the Old
Covenant, but he is under the New Covenant, because he is .
under J esus Christ. Everyone who reads the Old T estament
can read about the New Covenant or New Testament which
was to be given (Jer. 31:30-32). Those who r ead the N ew Testament can read about the Old Testament, or Old Covenant
being fulfill ed and taken out of the way.
We are informed in the New Testament that the Old Testament or Covenant "is done away" (2 Cor. 3 :11) ; "vanished
away" (Heb. 8:13); "taken out of the w ay" (CoL 2:14); "disannuled" (Heb . 7:18); " slain and abolished" (Eph. 2:15, 16) ;
"broken down" (Eph. 2 :14); "nailed to the cross and blotted
out" (CoL 2:14). Should these passages of scripture be insufficient to convince you that Christians are n ot subjects of the
Old Testament, let us note the following passages which show
that Christians are "dead to the law" ·(Rom. 7: 4) ;. "no t under
the law" (Rom. 6:14); "redeemed from the law" (GaL 3:13;
4:4, 5); "not children of the law" (Rom. 7:6); and ""ye are
severed from Christ, ye who would be justified by the law; ye
are f allen away from grace" (GaL 5:4).
The lesson that God has spoken to u s throu gh his Son is a
difficult lesson to get across to religious people. So many wellmeaning people are ·of the disposition to want to accept anything that is anywhere in the Bible as being in effect during
the Christian dispensation. ·some h ave the idea that if Adam,
Noah, Abraham, Moses, or some other godly man under the
Old Covenant ·did a thing, observed some ordinance, worshipped
God, or engaged in some other act under their religious dispensations that such should be acceptable to God under Christ.
To think and act in this manner is to ignore the voice which
came through the cloud, which said, "This is my beloved Son,

ih whom I am well pleased; hear ye him."
Everyone who studies the Bible should learn that individuals
are not now required to return to J erusalem every year as
did the Jews, that we do not offer animal sacrifices as those
did who lived under the Old Covenant, that Christians are not
commanded to engage in the Tabernacle worship as was practiced during the days of Moses, n either has the Christian ever
been commanded .to keep the sabbath, or seventh day of the
week .holy as the Jews were commanded to do. The sabbath
law applied to a certain nation. Note that Exod. 31:16, 17·
says: "Wherefore the children of Israel shall k eep the sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a
sign between me and the children of Israel forever." As a wedding ring is a sign between a certain man and woman, so "the
sabbath is a sign between Jehovah and the children of IsraeL"
"And J ehovah spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto
the children of Israel, saying, Verily ye shall k eep my sabbaths:
for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am Jehovah who sanctifieth
you. Ye shall k eep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto
you : every one that profaneth it shall surely be put to death;
for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut
off from among his people. Six days shall work be done; but
on the seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest, holy to Jehovah; whosoever doeth any work on the sabbath day he shall
surely be put to death" (Exod. 31 :12-15). While the sabbath
law was in force or in effect the penalty of death was enforced
to all violators. For during the days of Moses, the man found
gathe1ing sticks on the sabbath day was put to death. "And all
the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him
to death with stones; as Jehovah commanded Moses" (Num.
15 :32-36).
It should always be borne in mind that the sabbath law was
given from Mount Sinai, it was a sign between Jehovah and
the children of Israel throughout their generation, it was given
to and applied to those who h a d been delivered from ·Egyptian
bondage, while its law was in effect-its p enalty of death was
enforced to violators; Israel's law, the J ewish law including
the sabbath has been fulfilled and abolished by Christ, nailed
to his cross (CoL 2:14). It is clear to Bible students that the
sabbath law was never · given to Gentile nations. Since the sabbath law was not then given to the Gentile nations, it is tJ.Ot
now given to Gentile nations, or the penalty of death would be
enforced to violators.
The apostles on the mount of transfiguration hearing the
voice.. from heave~, "fell on their fac es, and were · sore
afraid. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and
be not afraid. And when they had lifted UJ? their eyes, they
saw no man, save Jesus only" (Matt. 17:6-8). This should
have impressed the apostles with the fact that J esus is the one
to b e h eard in r eligious matters. For "when they h a d lifted up
their eyes, they saw no man, save J esus only." God had just
said unto them: "This is the one who has all authority in
h eaven and earth. · He is King of kings, and Lord of lords,
Christ is the one Prophet who was to be raised up, he is the
head of the church, he is our Great High Priest who has passed
into the heavens, and Christ is the one Mediator between God
and man. God speaks to mankind through Jesu's Christ, and
we should follow the teaching given to us by God's Son.
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From the ninth through the eighteenth verses of Matthew
the seventeenth chapter, we have the record of Jesus performing ,a miracle, of his casting out a demon. Many have the impression that Jesus performed miracles for the mere ·purpose
of healing some disease, but Jesus performed miracles that individuals might believe that Jesus Christ is God's Son. John
wrote: "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence
of his disciples which are written in this book: but these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing, ye might have life through
his name" (Jno. 20:30, 31). Christ did those miracles at the
proper time to convince people that God was with him before
the New Testament was written. People should observe the way
the apostles wrote the Bible, and how others helped to write it.
It should be noted that John 'd oes not say: "Many signs are
being performed now by Christ." John does not say: "Many
signs are to be shown by Christ." John says: "And many other
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are
not written in this book." Christ did some miracles and signs.
He did those signs prior to the writing of the New Testament.
And John goes on to say: "But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye mig~t have life through his name." Not only has
Christ spoken that men through him may believe, but Christ
performed miracles, and the written rec;ord of those miracles
is to convince people that Christ is God's Son. Christ is not
speaking outside of his revelation to man a s recorded or written in· the New Testament.
Keep in mind that God is not going to speak, nor that God
is not continuing to speak; neither will God speak something
in addition to what is written, because God, "hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his Son" (Heb. 1:1, 2). Pau! informed
the Corinthian Christians "that they should not go beyond the
things which are written" (Cor. 4:6). The same apostle said
to the churches in Galatia: "But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have prea ched unto you, let ,him be accursed. As we said before,
so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:
8, 9). John says: "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in
the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the
teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son" (2 Jno.
9).
May this lesson remind everyone that lie must come to Jesus
Christ, come to the teaching of the. last will and testament of
Christ, the New Covenant. Forgiveness of sin was never promised under the law of Moses, the~·efore, look not to Moses or
Elias, but hear and follow the words of J esus Christ.
Quanah, Texas

Baptist Preacher Converted
C. R. Paden
Sunday night, June 21, Vincenzo Ruggiero started a new
phase of his very interesting life by being baptized 1for the
remission of sins. That morning he had closed another phase
by preaching his last sermon for the Lungaretta Baptist church
here in Rome. ·He had been a Baptist for five years and was
serving as a "pastor" of one of the three Baptist churches in
Rome. H e had also served as assistant and secretary for the
vice-president of the World Baptist Alliance while h ere in Rom e.
While Brother :1;\uggiero was a student of medicine at the
University of Naples someone gave him a tract on some of
the more ·pronounced errors of Catholicism. There were several
scriptmal quotations in the tract. He procured a Bible and
in company with a friend began studying the Scriptures, however, since he was unacquainted with such study he became
confused and his interest died. His friend continued to read
and months afterward called on him to ,help find the meaning
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of an obscure verse. In searching for the meaning of this verse
he soon regained' the interest that he had lost.
Desiring to share what knowledge he had gained from his
short study of the word, he called his friends to assemble in
his house for further investigation. Soon 65 or 70 people were
in regular attendance and with their . own contributions they
rent ed a h all. This success called their activities to the attention of the local clerics who organized feeling against them.
Catholic mobs stormed their meeting place one night and several of the grou:p were injured in the melee that followed.
With conditions intolerable and the safety of his followers in
doubt he went to ·Naples and appealed to the local Baptist
preacher for help. He was told that they could help only if he
would let his group come into the Baptist convention. This
would grant them the same rights that other Baptist churches
had, t~ function without interference of this type. Later he
enrolled at the Baptist seminary at Rivoli.
When he had completed one year of study there he was called
into the army. When he had completed his tour of army duty
h e was called to Rome where he became the "pastor" of one
of their churches. He has carried on his studies in the Waldensian seminary while here in Rome.
An appointment was made some six weeks before his conversion with Brother Ruggiero through a f-ormer Baptist friend.
His r eaction was immediate. We met almost daily after his
first appointment. His ideas were those peculiar to this. denomination and he defended them as long as he eould.
About this time, Brother Roy Cogdill's book, "The New
Testament Church" which we have translated came off the
press. Brother Ruggiero asked for a short leave from his
church and spent this time at his home with this book and the
Bible before him. H e examined every scripture and upon his
return to us he asked to be baptized.
· Since his conversion he is continuing his studies with us
daily in preparation for the time when he will be sent out
to preach only the truth. He knows Greek almost perfectly, as
well as Italian and French. He reads German and English.
We are hoping to find a congregation to support this fine
young man. (He is 28 years of age). We need his ability and
his desire to be of service in reaching the lost of Italy. Can
you help him? Write Crescent Hill Church of Christ, Brownfield, Texas, or the writer at Via Achille Papa 25. Rome,
Italy.
·

A PATTERN TO FOLLOW
Glen L. Wallace
A pattern for centralized control can be found in the ft!lllowing article taken from the "Christian-Evangelist" and written
by S. S. Lappin.
"To my mind any expedient is scriptural which gets a scriptural job well.done. Or, to say it in different words, we are
justified in devising and making use of such means as may
b e needful to carry out the apostolic programs.
"So believing, I have long h eld that the presbyterial system
is more effective, and therefore, more scriptural, than our
methodless procedure . . . .
"The grouping of congregations in a given and contiguous
area in associations of mutual good will and h elpfulness is
our next great obligation. It may b e in counties, as in Southwest Missouri under guidance of a "county pastor," or it may
be, as in a f ew instances I have noted, merely a loosely formed
committee of "friendly counsellors" under oversight of the
county-seat church or the otherwise most influential congregation in the group.
"The rule of 'church boards' must be broken; but something
better must be put in its place. Our . 'church officers' must
learn there are servants with a job, not bosses with authority.
"True, we are a Bible people, but where the Bible does not
speak, we are entitled to do so."
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The Menace of Misinformation
Basil D. Shilling
1.- He who accepts the Bible as the inspired word of God
and reads it carefully and sincerely will be impressed with the
fa<;t that two points stand out on its pages with great prominence and clarity . .Those two points are: (1) Man's need of
the truth of God. to guide . and direct him into the life that
is happy, useful and profitable to himself and pleasing unto
God.; · and (2) The ill and disastrous consequences of his acceptance of misinformation or error as the rule and guide of
his lite.
2. But despite these 'truths, men today and, I suppose, of
every generation, continue to accept Jllisinformation and to
l ive thereby. Today because of misinformation-misinformation
..about the ·Bible, about Christ, about the church, about the d~
vine scheme of redemption- many have been hindered in be-coming Christians and becoming members of the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
·
.3. In this article, I desire to call attention to some Bible
examples of individuals who, by reason of acting on misinformation, .have experienced sorrow, suffering and the disfavor of
God..
·
The Case of Adam and Eve
1. I call attention first to the example of Adam and Eve.
Tlie account given of them on the pages of the Bible leads us
.to• believe that as long as they were obedient unto, governed
and , guided by the truth of God they were happy, successful
·and enjoyed the f-avor of God. How long this period was, we
do not know. But the Bible shows that the day came when
they accepted a~d acted upon misinformation-upon error which
·was spoken ~ them by . the devil- and that tragedy and trouble, sorrow and suffering, destruction and death were the results thereof. The ·record says: "And the Lord God commanded
· the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thpu mayest freely
eat: but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou
shalt sur,ely die" (Gen. 2:16, 17). Just as long as Adam and
Eve werJ obedient to this divine truth, all was well with them.
But the day came, we know not how long from their creation,
when the devil appeared on the scene planting in their heartat least the heart of the woman- misinformation. When in re. ply ~o his question, Eve told him that concernin'g the tree of
knowledge of good and evil God had s'aid, "Ye shall not eat
of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye di~" the devil boldly declared: "Ye sball not surely die: for God dqth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and
ye shall be.as gods, knowing good andevil" (Gen . 3:1-5). Eve
a ccepted and acted upon the misinformation the devil gave her.
She ate of the forbidd en tree and gave to her husband and he
did eat also. Now what were the consequences? The consequences were tragedy and trouble, sorr·ow and suffering, destruction and death. It is summed up in these words of Jehovah on the occasion: "Unto the woman he said, I will greatly
multiply thy S OD'OW and thy COnception; in Sorrow thou shalt
bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband,
and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearken ed unto the voice of thy wife, and
hast eaten of the tree, of ·which I commanded tjaee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns
also an d thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt
eat the herb of the . field; in the sweat of thy f ace shalt thou
eat brea d, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken: for dust thou ·art, and unto dust shal-t thou return" (Gen. 3 :16-19).
2. Can one read this inspired r ecord of Adam and Eve and .
fail to understand that they, and all humanity ever thereafter,
become heirs of all mam~ er of trouble, tragedy, sorrow, suffer-
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ing, destruction and death? Can we doubt that their story has
been written fo r our instruction and learning? Can we doubt
that to reject the truth of God and act upon misinformationupon error-will bring ill consequences?
The Case of Israel
1. Consider ne~t the case of the nation of Israel in -a single
particular. God delivered the whole people from the servitude
and bondage of Egypt and promised to lead them into, and
give them, the land of Canaan for their own everlasting possession. At the border of the land, twelve men were chosen
and sent to look the · land over and give a report. All of them
agreed that it was a wonderful land. But ten of them declared, in yiew of the numerous and strong people who lived
there: "We be not able to go up against the people; for they
are stronger than we" .(Num. 13:31). The whole congregation
accepted this report of ten of the spies, and decided ' that it
would mean only certain destruction if they undertook to enter
and possess the land of Canaan. They proposed appointing
them a new leader and returning to the land of Egypt. Now
what were the consequences? Plainly, they rejected the truth
of God and acted upon misinformation. God had promised to
drive out the nations which then possessed the land, and give it
to them. But they accepted the misinformation of the ten
spies and refused to act upon the. truth of God. The result
was, God detained them in the wilderness until the last one
above twenty years of age had died, savE! Joshua and Caleb.
God declared : "Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness;
and all that were . numbered of you, ~ccording to your whole
number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me, doubtless ye shall not come into the land
concerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. But
your littl~ ·oens, which ye said would he a prey, them will I
bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised. But as for you, your -carcases, they shall fall in this
wilderness. And yqur children shall wander in the wild~rness
forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be
wasted in ·the wilderness" (Num. 14:29-33) .
2. The Bible abounds with other examples which likewise
show that sorrow and suffering, tragedy and trouble, destruction and death have been the consequence of men's, ·rejecting
the truth of God and accepting misinfonnation of some sort.
Space does not permit the narration· of more. Suffice it to say
thrat a rejecting of the truth, of God · and acceptance of misinformation caused the nation of the Jews to r eject, hate and
hound, despise and abuse, curse and crucify the Son of God
and Savior of the world. The apostle Peter later told them, "I
know that in ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers"
(Acts 3 :17). Misinformation caused Saul of Tarsus to hate and
persecute the church and seek to annihilate it from the face
of the earth. Later h e said: "I did it ignorantly in unbelief"
(1 Tim. 1:13j . Terrible a~d tragic have been the fruits of men's
rejection of the truth of God and acting according to misinformation!
Austin, Texas.
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What Does-A Preacher Do With His Timel
L. Daniel Harless
Some time ago people were singing a popular song entitled,
";My Time Is Your Time." I'm quite sure the sentiment of that
ditty had nothing to do with preaching or preachers; however,
every preacher, whether he likes it or not, must admit that
his time is not his own.
The preacher's activities are such as to require the physical
stamina of an athlete, the finesse of a diplomat, the rigorous
m ental ·application of a scholar, the "wisdom of ll. serpent,"
"the harmlessness of a dove,"\ and an unfailing sense of humor.
Since, then, a preacher's time is not his own and his schedule
is quite heavy it is well to ask, "What does a preacher do with
his time?"
First of all, let it be said that he is judged by that which
takes, rela~ively, the least amount of this precious commodity.
I refer, of course, to the 'delivery of his sermons. All are familiar with the standard remarks about this phase of his work.
By now we are well aware that a preacher "has a snap-one
hour of work a week-it takes six men to carry the money to
him, etc." Some · one h as said a preacher "is responsible to God
and dependent upon the grace of the congregation which he
serves. His time is everybody's so he is always on the job. He
is busy teaching, visiting the sick, the crying and the dying.
He is often a physician without pills, a lawyer, a social worker,
a taxi driver, an en ertainer, a bone of contention and a handy
piece of decoration for (public functions. Between times he manages to keep his own children orderly (?), spend a little time
with his wife, prepare several Bible class lessons per week,
read news to keep abreast of current events and several religious journals to keep up with the brotherhood . .."
In the face of such formidable requirements the preacher
would do well to remember that his sermons are of first consideration. And-sufficient preparation r equires considerable
time.
A recent publication on sermon preparations is entitled, "Here·
is My Method." In this interesting book a number of preachers
r eveal their methods regarding this extremely important phase
of the preacher's work. Here are excerpts from one famous
preacher's method. His sermons are broadcast on a nationwide hookup every Sunday. Would that he were a member of
the church purchased by the blood of our Lord:
"For my own pulpit, I write out in long hand the sermon
which I intend to give, then a transc~iption .is made on a wire
recorder of what I actually do give. Putting these two manuscripts together, I prepare for the radio which I think I
should give. It takes me several hours to work over a sermon
for radio use, ~i\ecause I have to think of the listening congregation from coast to coast. After finishing the radio sermon and
perhaps .speaking incidentally at my mi,d-week service, I devote
the last three days of the week to my sermon for Sunday morning. I should estimate that I put about eighteen hours of study
on a morning sermon." (Here is My Method, page 182).
In spite of such h erculean efforts we hear such stories as
that of the Scotsman who was asked the reason for his regular
' attendance at church. The dialogue went something like th1s:
"Is it that you enjoy the worship?"
"Na, it's no' that."
"Perhaps you enjoy my sermons or the singing?"
"Na, it's no' that."
"Then what brings you here every week?"
"Wee!, it's like this. I work h ard a' week, and it's no' often
I get sic a comfirtable sate wi sae little tae think aboot."
· The value of personal work has come to th~ foreground in
recent years. One book on the subject says, "You can do it."
But most people f eel the pronoun in this title refers to the
other people in the congregation or, inevitably, to the preacher.
Then, too there is a misconception as to the purpose of the
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preacher's vi_piting. He never ceases to be amazed, amused, _or
irked by that perfectly h ealthy individual who, directly or mdirectly would have the preacher 'k now that regular social calls
are expected. This misses the boat entirely. Surely the preacher
should be privileged to make a social call on occasion but this
is beyond his duties as a preacher. The person or family that
doesn't have the preacher pounding the door incessantly should
feel flattered . that he has confidence in them, that he doesn't
feel it necessary to give them a push. Social calling upon
Christians who are old in the f aith is not to be confused with
"preaching the word from house to house."
Then there is the matter of stirring up enthusiasm abou.t
needed projects which, more often than not, meet with staunch
resistance. Recently, in a certain church, the elders recommended, in the interest of a building campaign, a system of
purpose or pledge cards. The final tabulation of signed cards ·
represented only 17 p er cent of the congregation. This 'is old
stuff to preachers everywhere. I mention the incident merely
to show what the preacher does with his time. In this- case it
will take considerable time consuming "personal work" to get
the system moving.
Then then~ is the matter of a church bulletin. In order that
the worship might move along smoothly and a minimum of time
be t aken up with announcements most congregations have a
bulletin. This little paper is usually prepared by or under the
direction of the preacher. A church bulletin is an interesting
and informative paper from which the congregation deri"yes
much good. But it requires time and thought if it is to be
sufficiently interesting and informative to be read from week
to ~eek. If it isn't read, the purpose is defeated.
Here's another: Preachers are called upon to preach and
lecture at various times and places. Recently this preacher was
requested, for example, to preach the baccalaureate sermon at
a high school in a n ear-by town. The hour was set for 11:00
o'clock on Sunday morning. Like the laws of the Medes and
Persians it seems that the time could not be changed. · The
principal assured me that it was customary and traditional,
The townspeople would be ·at the school instead of in church.
And he couldn't understand why I refused the invitation! Then
there are lectureships, so popular these days, and special assignments which require considerable digging.
,
The pre.acher is continually calling upon the church to read
and study the Bible. In addition to his sermons, Bible classes,
protracted meetings, lectures, and special assignments, all of
which require study, he must, if he loves the word, be a daily
Bible reader, a constant student not merely of certain lessons
but of all the Bible.
Then there are weddings__..:.big ones that require a rehearsal
and little ones that require only the time it takes to investigate
the couple to see if one may officiate in all good conscience.
A funeral service requires all the preacher possesses in the
way of skill, sympathy, love, and a knowledge . of the many
comfol'ting passages from God's Book. The message should be
at once comforting and helpful, yet uncompromising. That's a
big order for anybody. The preacher's mission doesn't end with
the last amen at the graveside. It is afterward, in the terrible
emptiness of the home of the bereaved, that he is most needed.
And, of course, all this takes time.
But lest we become enamoured with our own importance·
let it be said that it is highly possible for the preacher to become lazy, to fail the church and to fail his God in the momentous work h e has undertaken. It is not the purpose of
worship to sit as a critic oh Sunday and, as someone expressed
the matter recently, "see if the preacher puts on a good show."
He is not in show business. Yet it is quite true that the congregation observes unfailingly when the preacher falls short
in his preaching. And not only does his failure show' up in his
preaching; it shows up in his life.
Some time ago I wrote of the apparent acceptance on the
part of Christians everywhere of the notion that preachers
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spend the greater part of their time sleeping. ';ro this end ·I
composed tp.e following doggerel which appeared in that sterling journal, the Christian L eader.:
Preacher's Lament
Of all ;ad words 1which are written or said
That y dur preacher's asked each day of the year,
Dinned o'er and o'er in longsuffering ear,
''Tis, "Preacher, did I g et you out of bed?"
At dewy morning hour or sunny noon,
At vesper time or deep, black night,
How oft from jangling phone · this query bright"Oh, Preacher, did I get you out of bed?"
Five tussling children; 0, my aching head,
And writing and visiting plus sermons to be got
Befors the deadline closer slips in tightening knot "Tell me, Preacher, did I get you out of bed?"
It's Saturday at eleven, how time has fled,
The wedding's at twelve, the funeral at four;
T'ae telephone rings and that qu'e stion once more "Oh, Preacher, did I get you out of bed?"
"That was a fine sermon Preacher; my mind was well fed;
'Twas soul-stining, inspiring-and by the way Did you think of those splendid things to say
As you lay blissfully dreaming upon your restful bed?"
Preachers have more things to take up their time than anybody-provided they are truly dEldicated to the great task of
saving souls. Since they are engaged in the world's greatest
work, let them not complain. It is said that the three great
temptations of the preacher are "shining, whining, and reclining." He, above all persons, should know that:
"To live with the saints in heaven
, ·· l
Is bliss and glory;
To live with the saints on earth
Is-often another story."
To be sure, the jingle works both ways. Preacher saints are
)ike' all other saints with which we have to do. Oh yes, I nearly forgot-in addition to the foregoing, a
preacher's time is occasionally taken up with: the writing of
books and articles-on-.. such timely topics, for example, as
"What ·Does A Preacher Do With His Time?"
CALLING NAMES

Glenn L. W allace1
Moses E. Lard, in September, 1863, wrote of -a discussion
he had been reading between Errett and Franklin and gave
his endorsement to the pointed discussion that had been carried on. He says:
"It cannot be denied that at times the discussion has become
a lit-tle piquant; and I have thought that now and then I could
even taste in it some slight traces of acetic acid and salt. Perhaps this was all imaginary. · But suppose it was not, what
then? I Jove to read a thing when it becomes a little ra"V,
and can stand it well when it becomes even a little r ~' ..; , to
use a favorite term of the Epicurean, when orderin!!. h; ~ st eak.
I do not mean that I like to see a di scussion look bloody;
but with me let it look almost any way rather than cad.averous.
Away with that sickly sentimentalism ~hi ch screams out at
every strong epithet of an earnest man! I love epithets; and
if they detonate like percussion caps or fl ash like •meteors,
all the better. Only let th em be not unbe~oming the gravity
{)f religious discussion and the fraternity of Christians. A s
'for the . condiments just named, they are ex cellent things, as
·i s well known even to children. Salt is a capital disinfectant,
keeping out bad odors, and both salt and acetic acid h ave fine
conservative properties. Even r eligious discussions cannot do
well without them."
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Buchanan-Brown Debate
Worley Ferguson
It was my privilege to moderate in a religious discussion held
at the Northeast Church of Christ in Ardmore, Oklahoma, from
July 27-30, between Brother Logan Buchanan and Mr. L. H.
Brown, Missionary Baptist of the Bethel Baptist Church in
Ardmore.
The first two nights of the discussion Mr. Brown affirmed
that, "The Scriptures teach that the child of God is saved at
. the point of faith, without any additional acts of obedience."
Mr. Brown made the regular arguments made by Baptists. One
of the outstanding things of this proposition was that Brother
Buchanan showed that according to Mr. Brown's argument
that the individual was totally depraved ·and that God worked
a direct miracle upon the individual giving him saving faith,
therefore, at no time in the individual's life was he responsible
to God. Throughout the debate Brother Buchanan asked Mr.
Brown to come to the board and write at what time the individual was responsible to God. The discussion ended without
Brown making any attempt to show at what time in life the
individual was responsible. Total depravity caused Mr. Brown
trouble every night of the discussion. Another question asked
by Brother Buchannan was, "Why does God condemn a live
baby and save a dead one if all are born depraved?"
· The last two nights of the discussion Brother Buchanan affirmed that it was possible for a child of God to so sin as to
be finally and eternally lost in hell. He opened · his affirmative speech-cshowing that he did not make his arguments upon
the grounds that God did not love his children, or that God
did not will the salvation of his children, etc. This approach
took away much of Mr. Brown's arguments. Brown labored
hard to show that only the "outer man" sinned and that the
"inner man" could not sin. He stated that he baptized only the
" outer man" and not the "inner. man." Mr. Brown stated that
the "outer man" would not be redeemed until the morning of
the resurrection. Brother Buchanan showed that all that Brown
had in the Baptist church was the unregenerated child of the
devil. From this blow, Mr. Brown never recovered.
The debate was conducted on a very high plane. Mr. Brown
proved tq be a gentleman throughout the discussion. I have
never seen a more sincere debater among the Baptist people.
I would class him a little above the average debaters among
his brethren. He is clean in his. debates and tries hard to drive
his points. Not one time in the discussion did he attempt to
slur his opponent by callirig him a "Oampbellite."
Those who know Logan Buchanan know his ability as a debater and that in his hands the cause will not suffer. He and
Curtis Porter have much in common as to composure while in
debate. Not one time did he get ruffled or frustrated, br provoked by his opponent. As calm as the peaceful bay he( meets
his opponent ~vith a smile that impressed not only the brethren
but all that were present. The greatest objection, I think, that
Mr. Brown would have to Brother Buchanan is that he read
f r om Pendleton's Manual a little too much for his comfort.
·The debate was w ell attended with preachers coming from
sever al states. It was estimated that between 2,000. and 2,500
wer e present each night. If you need a defender of the truth,
I would heartily recommend Brother Buchanan.
Lands of the Bible , 6 24 pages, one of the greatest
books written by J. W. McGarvey ------------ 4.50
Comm entary on Second Corinthians and Galatians
by Lipscomb-Shepherd ___ ________ __ _ . :_ ______ __ 3.00
Commentary on E·p hesians, Philippians and Colossians
by J. W . Shepherd ------------------- - - - --- - -----·- -- 3.0'0
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M. Norval Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
Paul Accused of Being A "Sectarian"
It is extremely difficult today to . convince one's friends that
it is possible to be just a Christian, nothing more and nothing
less. In the churches of C'hrist we are pleading for undemonina. tional Christianity. We do not ask people to join a religious sect
or party or denomination. We simply ask them to follow Christ
"according to the way," as Paul expressed it before Felix (Acts

24:14).

Yet even Paul was accused by the Jews of being a "ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes." He refused to accep t this
description of his faith . He did not look upon Christianity as a
matter of allegiance to a ·sect or party, but as a way of life
under God. In the first chapter of the Corinthian letter, Paul
strongly condemned the sectarian spirit which caused some to
claim Apollos, some Peter, some Paul as their favorite leader
(1 Cor. 1:12).
New Testament Christianity was not sectarian or denominational. The earliest denominations or sects originated several gene.rations this side of the first century. We believe it is possible
to sow the seed of the kingdom ("The seed is the word of God"
Luke 8:11) in the hearts of sincere men and women today and
reap simple Christians just as was done in New Testament
times. Wherever the pure seed is planted it will bear this pure
fr uit.
These simple Christians will accept no creed but .C'hrist, no
rule of faith but the Bible. They will not be bound by an ecclesiastical organization with headquarters here on earth. They
w'ill be free men under Christ. They will need no intermediary
except Jesus Christ their high priest, for all Christians are
_priests ( 1 Peter 2: 9). They will voluntarily associate •themselves
in local congregations or churches which will be independent
under · God, as were the churches of God in Corinth, Ephesus,
Qr Jerusalem. Their religion will be a "way" of life.
Four years age we saw some of the wheat seed in the Cairo
Museum which was preserved in the tombs of the Pharoahs for
thousands of years. We read that some of this seed was planted
and brought forth fruit of the same kind they had in Joseph's
day. The life had been preserved in the seed.
So today the life of Christianity is carried in the seed. Thank
God that more millions of this seed, the Word of God, are being
distributed and read than ever before in history, There is no
telling how many thousands are being "born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible seed by the word of God,
wh,ich liveth and abideth forever" (1 Peter 1::23). We hear of
them in Nigeria, Russia) India, and around the world.
May we plead with you to "receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able · to save your souls" (James 1: 2·1 ).
Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as God's Son, r epent of your
sins today, and confess your faith to others, and be buried with
him in baptism to rise in newness of life. Whoever you are, and
wherever you are, when you read this you can l)ecome just a
Christian by obeying the word of God!
WHAT IS WRONG WITH SWEARING?
"Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth,
but that which is good to the use of edifying that it may minister grace unt o the hearers" (Eph. 4:29).
"And wh oso shall swear by h eaven, sweareth by the throne
of God, and by him that sitteth thereon" (Matt. 23:22).
"But now ye also put of all these; anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth" (Col. 3:2).

"Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words, thou shalt be condemned"
(Matt. 12:36).
"But I say unto you, swear not at all" (Matt. -5:34).
Swearing is a violation of God's law. The third commandment states, "Thou shalt not t ake the name of Jehovah thy
God in vain" (Exodus 20:7). This use of God's name in an
irreverent or unholy manner is included in Webster's definition
of swearing. "Swearing: 't o use the name of God or sacred
things profanely; to curse." From the scriptures above it is
evident that God's denunciation of this sin did not end in the
Old Testament, but that today we are admonished to "swear
not at all."
Though i:t may _be heard in what is thought polit~ society,
in the business office, in the store or shop, or even in otherwise r espectable homes swearing is still a sin. It is definitely
prohibited in the scriptures. "The Lord will not hold him guiltless who taketh his name in vain." James indicts any man's
religion who is not able to bridle his tonogue. The fundamental rear;on for this is that "out of the abundance of the heart"
the tongue speaks, to use Jesus' words. Modern psychology
has borne additional evidence to prove that men do not speak
without meaning, even when they claim that they do not mean
what they say.
Shake&peare has his half-wit Caliban say to his master,
"You taught me language; and my profit on it is, I know how
to curse." Of how many educated men and women could that
be said today? But often people who swear excuse themselves
by saying ' that it is merely .a habit and that they don't really
mean any disrespect to God o~· Christ or sacred things. Ah,
there is the very point. The first time they used holy names
in a profane, impure, irreverent, unconsecrated manner i.t
means something! You can't conceive of an intelligent man
usig his bride's name or the name of his children or his best
friends in his cursing. A name stands for the personality or
thing signified. God knows that men will not continue to love
him if they lose respect for his name, for respect is a prerequisite of love. The fact that one no longer stops to consider the
profane language he or she uses iS! simply evidence of a hardened conscience. A man could conceivably become so accustomed to killing men that he would do it without really thinking about it seriously.
"How can I stop?" someone frequently asks. First, pray
God to forgive you if you· are a Christian. He will do so and
he will give you spiritual strength to overcome this useless
andlloathsome habit. Watch the speech of those who do not
swear and use the dictionary to find the right words to express
yourself without swearing. Swearing is frequently a sign of
ignorance of the English language. No doubt you will occasionally stumble, but God will forgive you if you ask him, and
with his help you will grow more like J esus every day. Finally,
learn to think more r everently of God and Jesus Christ and of
a ll the persons or sacred things you used to use profanely.
Thi~ should accompany th ~ whole process of change.
Consider your fellow men with more respect. Each one· is · an
immortal being made in the image of God and beloved by God.
Always keep in mind that you can break the habit of swearing
' with God's help!
The Search for Ancient Order, Earl West,
Vols. 1 and 2, the set -----------------------Campbell-McCalla Debate, one of the greatest of
Campbell's debates ------ ----- --------------Outlines of Bible History by B . S. Dean -----------FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77-Austin, Texas.

8.00
3.00
3.00
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EDITORIAL
G. H. P. SHOWALTER
It seems to me that I have known Brother Showalter all
my life and I'm seemingly at a loss without some criticism of
him, but frankly, I have none. In all the years I have known
him a.nd read his editorials in the Firm . Foundation, I have
observed no political tendencies, no seeking for power, no
'stress of one scripture or the neglect of another. So f ar as I
know he h as been more in the middle of the road on more issues
than any other man among us-fearless, declaring the truth
as he saw it without fear or f avor. I have observed his tenderness toward opposition and his tolerance toward those who
make issues over matters of opinion . ·
Brother Showa lter is one of our great men spiritually speaking (which is what counts) but is not a strong leader. He
has built a big publishing business which has made him independent. It would mean much to the church were he 25 years.
younger.-Jimmy Lovell, in California· Christian.

Brother Jimmy Lovell has an active mind and is a
rapid thinker and is reputed to make ma't-w mistakes.
However, he is a good young man, a Bible student, a
wide ranged and voracious reader, and a prolific
writer. He says many good things that .are worthy of
the consideration of readers of religious literature.
In his paper,, the California Christian, he proceeds to
make an appraisal of what he regards as prominent
men from Alexander Campbell on down to the present
time. He says a lot of things that are good and a lot
of them "un-good,'.' as the little boy said about his egg
for breakfast. He is caustic in his criticisms of many
of the brethren who are prominently known in the
brotherhood in active public service in the church. In
the above, he is kind enough to say ,a number of good
things about the Editor of the Firm Foundation.
NEW CONGREGATION IN LUFKIN, TEXAS

Bill Thompson
Construction is now under way on our meeting house on
the Union Road. The Fourth and Groesbeck Church iJ responsible for the establishment of this new work, and it is
in the unity of the Spirit this step has been .taken. There
will be two faithful churches of the Lord working together in
fellowship when this new work is begun. Our facilities at
Fourth and Groesbeck have been crowded f~r ov.e r a year, and
to a degree it has handicapped our progress.
The church has enjoyed a remarkable, almost phenomenal
growth in the past two years. The church is carrying on a
full program of activity and souls are being added to the
Lord regularly. The late W. S. Moody laid the foundation for
this good work. His ministry of fifteen years speaks for
itself in the city of Lufkin and surrounding territory. Brother
Cled E. Wallace labored with this congregation for three years,
and contributed much in a grave crisis which confronted the
church. We are simply reaping much that they have sown.
Brother C. R. Nichol recently assisted us in the best Vacation Bible . School we have ever had, and it nearly doubled our
record enrollment and · attendance for 1952. Four hundred
forty-three were en.rolled, and three hundred thirty-seven was
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So far as leading is considered, it has been my observation that nearly all leaders are hobbyists. They
get up a hobby and c·a mpaign for followers. Frank
Norris was a leader among the Baptists. So far as
leadership in the church of Christ is concerned, we
have but one leader, and that is our Lord Jesus Christ.
Every Christian should follow Christ alone as our
leader. New ideaisms, hobbyisms, notions and opinions, and leaders of all of these, should have no place
in the kingdom of God. The love of God, and of Christ,
and of the church, and of the Bible, should control
the lives of all the brethren, whether preachers, editors, or what not. Self-appointed leaders have done
the ·church far more harm than good. Those who, in
their lives, exemplify the life, character and service
of our Savior and direct men to him, as their own
Leader, are the ones who are best serving in the
church of the living God.
Paul was a follower, not a 1'leader." He followed
Christ and insisted that the brethren follow him in
doing the same thing. Brother Jimmy Lovell has done,
and is doing much good in many ways, and merits
help, sympathy, and encouragement. Of course h,e
finds fault with most of the brethren, and who
couldn't? I don't think he has started or wants to
start any religious societies and organizations other
than the church. However, if he does I think he would
make about the best we can find to be the founder and
captain of The American Faultfinding Association. We
need more faultfinders, come to think of it. There are
entirely too many faults now hidden, concealed, and
lost that should be brought to light.
the average daily attendance. W. R. Freeman, Austin, Texas,
did a commendable work in leading the singing, also teaching.
For nearly fifteen years, Brethren F . B. Thompson and M.
S. Bills have been elders of this church. Brother R. L. Stanaland has been an elder for over eight years, and these three
men are still elders of the Fourth and Groesbeck congregation,
and only interested in promoting the work of the church.
Brethren A. A. Beck, J. 0. Stubblefield, and Grady Johnson
have served as deacons for a number of years. Alton Tho~p
son is our song leader and very capabie. These men are serving on the building committee for the new meeting house:
Roy Brown, J . D. Pearson, and J. 0 . Stubblefield. They are
men of ability and integrity, and highly esteemed by the
church and people of the community.
I have been with the congregation for nearly five years, and
it has been for the most part a pleasant work. The church i.s
in better condition spi1itually and numerically than it has been
to my knowledge. Unity prevails, and we are looking forward
to even greater things for the church and the Lord as we
continue to labor' with them.
'
Old Paths Pulpit, 3 3 sermons by 3 3 preachers,
with biography of each ----------------------Fourfold Gospel by McGarvey-Pendleton ----------The One-Volume Bi-ble Commentary, covering the
entire Bible by J. R. Dummelow -------- ----- -
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A Review
Homer Putnam Reeves ·
This is a continuation of an article which appeared in the
issue of May 12, under the caption, "Dr. Wood Complains."
Dr. E. V. Wood has been and i s a leading expon ent of premillennialism on the Dallas scene. Many will recall that h e
sought to ·give aid and comfort to the enemy by presenting
personally to Frank Norris a copy , of the Neal-Wallace debate
back in 1934. The loyal saints will not soon forget the NorrisWallace debate. It certainly pointed up •the sympathies of om:
premillennial brethren. They demonstrated very definitely that
they were for premillennial, funny-metal, J. Frank Norris and
against F. E. Wallace. Yet, in the face of this ugly scene they
howl today because loyal saints do not fellowship them. Indeed!
In his six-page typewritten article, Dr. Wood says, "That
the church is the kingdom and that when one becomes a
Christian he is translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son
(Col. 1 :13), no one denies. But Jesus in Matthew 13 refers to
the church as the "mystery of the kingdom .. ." This is typical
of the loose thinking and wishful thinking of my visionary
brethren. Jesus nowhere refers to the church as the mystery
of the kingdom. He told the · disciples that they were permitted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. But
by no stretch of the imagination can we detect the church as
being the mystery of the kingdom.
Dr. Wood asks, "Where it says, 'His kingdom ruleth over
all,' is that the church?" :E;vidently not. This probably refers
to the complete domain of Jehovah . H e wonders whether the
kingdom in Rev. 11:15 is the church. Probably so. He asks
whethe.r reference is made to the church in Matt. 8 where it is
stated that many shall come from the east and the west and
shall sit down with Abraham and I saac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. Yes, the redeemed church. Jesus said, "When
ye see these things coming to pass, know ye that the_ kingdom
of God is nigh" (Luke 21:31). Dr. Wood asks, "Is that the
church?" Yes, that is the church. It couldn't be your imaginary
future kingdom, Dr: Wood, for it "came nigh" about 20 centuries ago. "This generation shall not pass away till all things
be accomplished" (verse 32). My brother continues: "When
to members of the church, the apostle says that through
much tribulation they must enter into the kingdom of God, did
he mean that the church today is the kingdem of God?" He
meant that Christians should remain faithful in order to inherit heaven- the redeemed claurch.
One thing characterizes all of my erring, premillennial brethhen. They will not face up to the consequences of their theories.
The logical consequences of their untenable position they will
not bear. This is typical of all false teachers. Here is ~n example: They deny that the kingdom e ists ; they deny that
Christ reigns today,. in fact. Yet, when confronted with evidence that people have been translated into the kingdom (Col.
1:13, et al), they skirt about and declare that the kingdom
does exist in a sense. It does and it doesn't. Yes.
Another example of my brother's h edging is seen in his view
of Eph. 3:10, 11. He contends that he and his premillennial
brethren believe that the church has "always b een in God's
mind." They stoutly deny that the church is' an accident. Yet,
I submit, if their position be true, the church is an aceident.
Did John not preach, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand"?
(Matt. 3 :2) . Did Jesus not state, "Repent ye, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand"? Is it not true that the kingdom was
to have been set up during the lifetime of some of the disciples who lived when Jesus lived? (Mark 9:1). Is it not true
that Christ said, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand .. ."? Now, if after viewing the great volume
of prophetic teaching, designating with great clarity the time,
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manner and place for the establishment of the . kingdom and·
if after h earing Christ announce that the time is fulfill ed for
it, we see God reverse his ' plans, postpone the establishment
of the kingdom indefinitely, an d set up the church instead,
does that not strike you as b eing a chance circumstance ?
This brother admits that God's plans never miscarry. But
if he planned to set up his kingdom during the lifetime of
Christ's contempo.r ary disciples, and was frustrated in his effort by infidel Jews, forcing a postponement, a postponement
which must yet b e projected into the future as of 1953 A .D.,
his plans did miscarry.
The doctor says that God adapts his plans and action to
"conditions and the choice of man." This is a very broad
statement and a very dangerous one. Ordinarily, it is not true.
There are instances where. God has changed his mind, but they
are r are indeed. H ere is my critic's argument: "God's pre-announced plan to lead the people whom he had brought out of
Egypt 'into the land ,of Canaan was r evised, and his purpo~e
to bring the n ation in was deferred for forty years. Was 1t
not b~cause they refused and rejected? And but for Moses'
intercession, the whole plan would h ave been held up for 400
years more." There you have it. God pre-announced that· he
- would bring Israel immediately into Canaan. Who said so? ·Dr.
Wood. There is no parallel here. Moses asked, "Rave I conceived all this people . . . that thou shouldst say unto me,
Carry therrt in thy bosom, as. a nursing-father carrieth the
:suckling child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their
fathers?" (Num. 11:12).
My erring brother asserts ·that one thipg may be consequent
upon another and therefore no accident. Correct. He then asserts "The cross of Christ was consequent upon man's sin.
If m~n had not sinned, Christ would not have n eeded to die.
Was the cross therefore an accident?" Of course, the cross
was no accident. It has always. been in God's pla n . God, knowing the end from the beginning, knew that man would sin and
from eternity decreed tha t Christ should be offered as a lamb
without spot (cf 1 Peter 1:19). If Christ had been spared, t hat
would have been an accident. If he, together with a dozen others, had fallen before a firing squad in Jericho, that would have
been an accident. If he had been forced to drink the hemlock
in Nazareth, that would have been an accident. What Dr.
Wood needs to find is a passage which states that the establishment of the kingdom was to have been consequ ent upon
acceptance of Christ by the Jews.
He pursues this argument : "If Israel had not transgressed
against Jehovah (and t~ey did not have to), the Gentile dominion would never have come in." Thus we h ave more of t h e
misguided Brother's bold assertion. Saying it, Dr. Wood, doesn't
make it so. He asks, "If the Jews had accepted Christ, would
there have been a church?" Indeed, there would have been a
church! Some' means would have been available for the Gentiles ; the church had to come into existence.
Regarding the kingdom being spiritual, "not of this world,"
my critic asks, "Is the church an assembly of ghosts?" Well,
some churches are sort of ghostlike. The church (in part) is
in the world but not of the world. The spiritual nature of the
kino-dom of God as set forth in the New Testament is a far
cry"' from the crass ·materialism of premillennial wishers who
would place Christ upon an earthly throne to inhabit an earthly
temple, and maintain an earthly government-a government
characterized by all the mundane elements of Jewish theocracy.
Finally, Dr. Wood is greatly vexed because brethren who
"believe the same Bible', worship the same God, believe in tj:J.e
same Christ, in the same way of salvation, in the same church,
and in the same simple worship," are branded as heretics
and disfellowshipped. Heretics they are and disfellowshipped
they should be everywhere.
Where is J. Frank Norris anyway?
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Chester Estes, Sh effield, Alabama, August
25: I closed a good m ee tin g with the Th eo
congregation, n ear Corinth, Mi ss., August
17 with two baptis m s.
One was baptiz eu
a t Highla nd Park August 23.

Wyatt Sawyer, Madisonville, T exas, AuW. s. 'Wiley, 503 E. Huis ache, Kingsville,
Bertram c. Slteurer, Monticello, Kentucky,
Texas, August 24:
One fine young lady gust 24 : On e was baptiz ed h e r e las t Wed l Au g u s t 25: Begin nin g Septemb er 1 will b e
was baptized at the close of services yester- n es day · night. My n ew address is 40ol8 Sue employed In the hig h school at Clark, South
Ellen St., Houston, T exas.
day morning.
D a kota, as music t each er.
I

Hershel Dyer, 84 7 S. 14th, Lincoln 8, Ne Homer Putnam Reeves, 2442 W. Jefferson,
Dallas, Texas, /August 25: Two were bap- br aslta, August 25: Two a dults w ere bapWe are
tized; four restored and three add ~d to s "un- tiz ed h ere this past Lord' s day.
mor e than meeting an increase d budge t
set forces by transf er on August 23.
which was se t for the latter part of ' 53.
George Tipps, 211 W. Grand, Jacks on, T en- When in the Nebraska State capital wornessee, August 24:
No responses in th e sh ip with u s at the corner of 14th & F.
Roellen (Tenn.) meeting.
Highland will
Willis G. Jernigan, 1401 Ash Str ee t , Com support m e in a meeting at Harlan, ' Ky.,
Septemb e r 7-16, n:y second with them. Earl m erce, Texas, Aufiust 25: Thr ee baptisms
West will preach h ere in Sept emb e r during a nd two to be identified h ere during past
two Lord's days. I am n ow in a me e ting
my absence.
at Cross Roads n ear Grand Salfne. Our fa ll
lUurrey \W. Wflsot•, 204 F. St., S.W., B e n- m eeti ng is schedu l e d to b egin October 1-1
tonville, Arkansas, August 24: I began work with Brother B. C. Goodpasture of Nashville,
with this congr egation August 16, following Tenn ., doin g the preaching.
Brother Worly Ferguson, who has moved to
R . H. Bankes, Jr., 1331 East 11th, ShawArdmore, Oltlahorna. Brother Ferguson did
a good work here and is lo ved by all of the n ee, Ok lahoma , August 27: The go s p e l m eet congregation. One lady has placed mem- in g at Willow Springs, Texas, closed with.
bership. I would like to arrange for some eig ht r esponses. Six were baptiz ed a nd two
I spoke in th e annual m ee ting
meetings in this section for 19 54. If in- restored.
a t Old Dover, Ohio, on A11gust 9.· Twentyterest ed, write m e.
seven co ngrega ti ons were r epresented. On e
Wm. lU. Deuel!, Newport, elhio, August 19: was restored a t Shadys ide, Ohio, August 16.
Another has bee n baptized in the Lord and Local brethren spoke h ere in my absence.
another has been r es tored this past week. w· e are bles sed with several brethren in th e
The work on th e new baptistry continues co n g regation who can preach th e gosp el.
and we hope to have it co mpl eted within
J . K. Bentley, 300 .N . . Riversid·e Dr., Fort.
a month. A class for th e kindergarten age
was started a WE'ek ago and over fifteen Worth, Texas, August 27: I clos ed at T wit attended this evening during prayer m ee t- ty, T exas, Augu st 23 >yith one b a ptism. My
ing. We are now planning for our coming address will be Fort Worth fo r th e n ext 30
days. I am rn a ldng plans to h e lp in some
fall meeting October 6.
ml~ s i o n fields in northw es t Co lorado, wh er e
A· Chester Grimes, H e ights Church of there are only two sma ll co ngr egations totaling abou t fifty members. Truly the harChrist, Houston, T exas: Thr ee plac ed m e m- vest
is white and labo r ers are few in that
bership 1 with us last Sunday a nd on e of a r ea, thr ee county seats w ith tota l poputhem w ere r estored. The we e k before thr ee
lati o n of 10,000 and no New T es tament
were baptized, one of who m was a Catholic.
I preached in a m eeting in Angleton, T ex - ch u rch!
as, last week from Monday through SaturE<lward J, Craddock, 1714 Cass Street,
day. Th ey had jus t opened their n ew buildNashrvill e , T e nn essee, August 2A: The m ee tIng and it is a nic e one, completely air
ing in Peoria, Illinois, wh e r e Jam es Burrow
C'Onditloned. Brother ·J. A. Brist ow preaches
is en gaged in a n outstand in g work as l ocal
for them.
pr each e r , closed with nin e baptisms a nd 23
restora tions a nd public confessions. I b e John "\V. Hedge, 636 Kickapoo St., Jac lt- g in wi th William Kuhns in C a ruthersvill e,
sonvill e, T exas, Augu s t 25: I c losed an ex - Mi ssour i, August 30, a nd with M. F. Cottrell
cell ent m ee ting with the c hurc h at Lo oxa - a nd th e church at T err e Haute, Indiana, Inhorna, Miss. , last Lord's day even ing with dia na, on Septe mb er 30.
three fine young p eople being baptized a nd
much good acco mplishe d o tlier w ise.
The
A . E. Wickham, Coshocton, Ohio, August
building was fill e d each evening with at- 22:
Recently I c l osed a goo d m ee tin g in
t entive li steners, a nd it was not a s m a ll Penn sv ill e. We had .very l arge crwds. Five
building!
Many vi s itors carne from Sena - persons were baptized and two persons
tobia, Sardis , Antioch, Grenada, Memphis, place d m emb er s h ip. Thi s is an o ld congreHern a ndo, a nd other points.
I s h a ll , the gat io n tha t h as known m e for a lon g tim e.
Lord willing, b egin a m ee tin g with the L ast f a ll as I was with them ten cam e into
church at Can ute, Olda., .September 4 to co n- the ch ur ch on the f irs t Lord's d ay after the
tinue over the seco nd L ord'S" d ay.
meeting c lo sed. L arge crowds at the East
Main Street chur ch in Coshocton.
LUtlter Norman, Bark s dal e, T exas, Au g u st
25: We had three bapt ism s here last week
c. N. Scott, 301 N. W., 52 nd St., Miami,
and several others are almost r eady. The Florida, August 24 : Four confess ions of s in,
churches at Bark sdale and Camp Wood are o n e baptized a nd one placed m embership at
in a v er y h ealthy co ndition, th ough th e ter- 7th Avenue church the past two Lord' s days.
ribl e drouth, now •Well along in its fourth Several ni ce lots at 143rd St., N.W., and
year, is making i t very h a rd fo r them to Miami Ave.nue, have recently been pu r chased
ke e p 1 a. preacher.
U nl ess t h ere are so m e by the churc h a nd another congregatio n
very favorable chan ges soon, I may h ave to will b e establisi1ed there some time in the
find other wor k · about November 1. I won - f utur e. The prope rty is in a very n ice · r esi d er, if s uch should be the case, if some dential a r ea and adjoining n ewly develops m a ll church within 150 mil es, or s o, from ing housing areas. A d efinite a m ount we ek Au st in would wa nt me . If s o, please ad - ly is being set asi de toward the proposed
dr ess me as above.
new wor k .

James B . Scott, 722 E. V a n Bur e n, Harlingen, T exas, August 24: A fin ~ young m a n
from the A ir Force Base was baptized here
las t evening.
At the morning hour two
were r es tor e d a nd four placed m embers hip.
In addit io n, s ix were baptized at the L atinAmerican co n g r ega tion so far this month.
For a ll thi s we th a.nk God a nd tak e courag e.
Stanley E. Neely, Mayfield, Oklahoma:
T he work co ntinu es to show progress at
th e Bulo church. On e was r estore d to h er
f irs t love at our morning servi ce. We loo k
for ·several mor e soo n. We b egan a m eeting
August 24 with Brother Noah Sp a rks, Jr.,
d o ing th e preac hin g . If I can assist the
church in a fall m ee ting anywhere, write
me a t th e above address.
TELEGRA!tl :
Great B end, Kansas:
I
am availabl e for local work and would
lik e to
ge t lo cate d by the time sch ool
begi ns if pos s ible.
Brethren n e eding a
pr ea cher m ay contact me at 1200 J eff e rson
Street, Great Bend, Kansas.
My phone
numb er is 5317. From August 21 through
August 30 you may contact me in c a r e of
Ch urch of Christ, Thalia, Texas, where I
will be in a m eeti ng.-C. Howard Casada.
Jatnes 0. Wilbnrn, Box 11, Gruve r, T exas,
August 24: Th e Gruver m ee tin g with John
Maples preaching and Paul Harlan dir ecting t)1e si nging r es ulted in one Immersion
and one r es toration . Sustained daily attend- ·
a nce r each e d a n ew l evel of interest with
day servic e ranging from forty-five to seve nty-eight. Dow Wilson will be with u s In
our next m eeting.
Sister U. G. Willdnson, Box 192, Comanc h e, Oklahoma, August 25 : We r ead with
great int er est yo ur writing on "Neglect."
Th e word can m ean so mu ch. Where the
l ea d ers n eg l ect their duties to visit sick,
esp ec iapy th e elders, that church will have
empty seats, s mall interest, when such is
the case. Broth e r David Underwood of Searcy , Ark., will be h ere the first Lord's d a y
in S eptemb er to preach and h elp carry on
the Lord's work. We are praying fo r much
good.
Fre<l L . Yeats, Wilson, T exas, August 24:
It h as b een so m e time sin ce I se nt in a r e -

port from New H.orn e, but we h aven ' t been
idl e. L ast night m a rke d th e c lo se of our
m eet ing with Broth et W. R. Jon es of Lubbock doi ng the preachin g. He did his part
well and fourteen respond e d to the invitation.
3 baptisms, 3 by m em bership, 2
r esto rati o ns a nd s ix confessio n s of wro n gs.
This m ade a total of 41 r es pon ses s ince we
came to labor w ith these good b rethr e n .
Pray for us that o ur work m ay c ontinu e
as Go d would have it. Two weeks ago I
closed a good meeting a t Cau sey, New Mex ico, with Brother Elmo Burltett the faithfu l
m.inisteP. One 62 - year - old man w h o had been
a member of the Bapt is t c hurch fo r fortyon e years , was b a ptized. I am to be with
the church a t Arch, N. M., S ep t ember 6-1 5.
Afte r th at, I h ave but one m or e m eetin g
t his year. I could find tim e for a n o th er or
two. I am also booking meetings fo r 1954.
If you need m e, write me.
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H. L. JUntheny, Goldsmith, Texas, August
Wyatt Sa,,.-yer, Madisonville, Texas, AuDwaln Jones, Box 14, Cordell, Oklahoma,
gust 17: Two have been baptized and one August 17: A Methodist lady was baptized 24: In our m eet ing, Audy Moore, who works
with the church at Claude, Texas, did the
res tored here in the past few days.
yesterday at Lone Wolf, Oklahoma.
preaching. T e n responded to the .invitation,
I
Chus. Lemons, Louisville, Kentucky, Au Ernest JIIcCoy, Gainesville, T exas, August four b ei ng baptisms, and six r es torations.
gust 24: After September the fir s t my ad - 27:
One was b'a ptiz e d,. one restored and P lans to en large th e building h ere are to
dress will be 5602 Sherwood Drive, Chatta- three placed m emb ers hip at th e Commerce start soon.
nooga, T enn essee. I a m . to beg in work with Str eet congr ega ti on during th e week. Four
Irvin B. JIIcFadln, Box 1164, Taylor, T exas,
the East Ridge congregation of that city. have been baptiz ed from the Callisburg com - August 18: Brother J. W. Roberts recently
munity in a m eet in g in which Brother Paul closed two years of fine work here. He has
move d back to A .C.C. Brother Ed Sewell of
Sister U. G. Wilkinson, Comanche, Okla- Is doing the preaching.
S earcy, Arkansas, moves here this month in
homa, Au g ust 17: I am some better. I n eed
Irvin B. lUcFa<}in, Box 11•64, Taylor, Tex- a like capacity.
to find a lone woman to share my home
with me, or a girl in ne ed of a home. I know as, August 14: It has been a long time
Silas Deen, 1020-22nd Street, Rock Isla nd,
there are many of this kind if we could s in ce I have made a r epo rt. Our work at
The work in Roc!•
find the one. Surely e njoy the Firm Foun - Bartl ett con'tinues well. Our June . meeting Illin ois , August 10:
All have a
dation. Wish it could b e in every home.
was fine; nine were baptized. Maurice Mc- Island is progressing nicely.
Farland of Lubbock was the preacher and mind to work. The cause is growing. We
had nin ety -four in attendance Sunday, AuClem Wesley Hoover, Cherokee, Texas, Russel Lewis of Taylor was song leader.
gust 9, which is very encouraging, but our
Au g ust 13: I am now living at the above
present building will seat only ninety-eight.
addre ss. I preached for the brethren in
Norman Cooper, Portales, New Mexico,
Johnson City, T exas , August 2 in two serv - August 25: Sunday, August 23, mark ed the We hope to have our new building ready to
ices, and was called to San Antonio last b eginning of a n ew congregation of the move into by cold weather. We need the
Lord's day to be with the Grove Avenue Church of Christ, in Porta l es, N ew Mexico. prayers of all the saints.
Church of Christ for two services. We cer- 98 met for Bible study and the Lord' s day
E. · C. illcKenzic, Box 116.4, Montgomery,
tainly enjoyed our visit with these two con- contribution was near $350.00. Th e breth - Alabama, Au g ust 17: Three wer e baptized
gregations.
ren are seeldng lots for a building site and a t Catoma Street yesterday. Among tho se
plan to build at a n early date. I preached baptized was my Methodist son-in-law, the
Earl E. IUcCord, Corning, Arka nsas, Au- a t both services.
·
husband of my only child.
This boy of
gust 24: My part of the m eeting at Reyno,
mine is a promising young busin ess man, an
Arkansas, closed Saturday night, the 22nd.
B. c. Hos-an, P . 0. Box 275, Bogart, Geor- officer in one of our local banks.
I preBrother Marshall Connor was th e preacher. gia, August 24: The work h e re is doing dict for him a very happy and useful life
I am now at Dprena, Mo., with Brother Don nicely.
R ecently Brother Charles E. King in his n ew church relationship. Our work
Kester of Fulton, Ky,. and will be h ere un- of Lenoir City, Tenn., . conducted a good here is splendid dest>ite the usual summer
til Septembe r 3rd, after which time I could g·os pel meeting here. Brother King is to slump.
be with you. Please write me at my home t ake u p the work in Athens, Ga., between
address.
now and the first of the year. I have dates
Leon Sitar}>, Box 325, Bronte, T exas, Au·
open for two ·gosp e l meetings during the g u st 24: Th e meeting with Brother KenJames F. Fowler, 403 Church St., College year of 1954.
neth J. Arrington doing the preaching was
Station, Texas, August 24: One was bapa very successful endeavor.
There were
tized and two placed membership at last
Cornelius C. Abbott, 401 N. Park, Se minole, two who obeyed the gospe l of Christ and
evening's service. One was identified with Oklahoma, August 26: We have had nine were added to the church. All rejoice at
the church on the Sunday before _while I ad ded h ere since last report. Six were bap- the work of th e church over th e world. We
was on vacation. While visiting in Nash- tized and three r es tor ed. The work is mov- are looking forward to our meeting next
ville I preached at all three services at th e ing forward in a very fine way.
I have spring with Brother Ronnie Pope doing the
Belmont church. One young lady who is a conducted meetings this su mmer at B eard- preaching.
student at Peabody was baptized.
e n , Stroud, McLoud, and Little, all in Okla Clarence A. Price, Lakeview Church of
homa. I conducted a meeting at Berclair
John H. Gerrard, 529 Clark St., Aurora, in Memphis, Tenn.
I begin S eptemb er 20 Christ, Waco, Texas: I began work with
Illinois, August 10: The worl• of the church at Riverdale church in Dayton, Ohio, th en this church August 9. Everything seems to
be of fto a good start. I have just fin ished
here continues favorably. One was restored to Dell City, Okla.
a Vacation Bible School with a total e nat Joli e t yesterday afternoon in the service
The
George E. Darling, 1503 W. 1st, Coffey- rollment of one hundred sixty-'one.
there.
The new work there is making
smallest attendance was 125 and the largest
splendid progress. If you know of mem- v ill e, Kansas, August 13: The meeting in
141 for any givt>n day.
L ast Lord's day
bers in the · Joliet area, send th e ir names Benkleman, N ebr., r es ulted in five baptisms
evening a lady came lafro m the "anti" group
(one
a
former
Catholic)
and
three
restoraand addresses to L. D. Brown, 818 Madison
and took her stand with us.
Avenu e, Lockport, Ill.
Th ey will be con- tions (one a form er anti-class preacher).
tacted and encouraged t o attend the serv- Our 90 -d a:y· con tinuous me et ing is und er way
Ward Hogland, 1900 Jenny Lind, Ft. Smith,
in Co ffeyv ille!
We are havin g good at- Arl•ansas, August 17: This s ummer I have
ices.
t endance. Every servi ce fi_nds m any local ass ist ed in meetings at Paris, Ark., Stigler
n on -m e mb ers in the audience. •Th e work a nd Panama, Okla. In October my m ee tings
Jess Hall, P. 0. Box 401, Paducah, K en tucky, August 10: During the meeting at h ere is progressing and s hould soon be self- carry me to Muskogee, Okla. , then to Albu·
s upporting-perhaps by 1954.
querque, New Mexico next spring. About
Blanco, T exas, four were baptized.
Jess
30 have responded to the invitation the
Hall, .Jr. led in the song service at Blanco.
Jack Southern, Shidler, Oklahoma, August past five' months.
Since moving intb the
At Brownwood, Texas, with the EarLy High
21:
Seveq
were
baptized
in
Drull'\right
our
n ew air conditioned plant our services have
congregation, six were baptiz e d in to Christ.
last
Sunday
there.
Three
were
id
entified
been improving . . I will begin my sixth year
Wayn e' Chamberlain l ed in the song service
h ere las t night. Th e r e are only forty mem- with this good church next month.
at Brownwood. My n ex t me e ting will begin
b ers here but we believe they have a mind
September 7 at Rosiclaire, Illinois, a nd will
to worlc Th ey have built and p aid for a
co ntinu e for two weeks. On Monday nig ht,
September 21, I will begin a me e ting with three-bedroom h ome for the preacher and
now a r e pla nnin g to do some work on the
the br e thren at Milburn, Kentucky.
church building. Contribution av erages one
hundred dolla rs weekly. Att endanc e is about
from
H:tskcll T . England; 211 East B Street, fifty at all services.
Waurika, Oklahoma, August 19:
Brother
I.Yilk in Bacon of Arlington, Texas, conductL . w. Haylturst, Beeville, Texas :
Th e
WRITE FOR
ed a singing school for the church her e church her e contin u es to grow.
We had
Information
August 4- 14. Brother Bacon did h i s work one r estorat ion yesterday. I just closed a
we ll and the chu rch was greatly ben efitted vacation Bible schoo l with 16 0 average daily
jn many " 'ays b y his having come our way. a ttendance.
Th e br e thre n built a preacher
Thanks to you, Brother B acon , for your f in e home this year and we are now badly in
work . 'l'be masonry work on our n ew build - need of mor e class r ooms.
Our summer
in g will be completed next week . Our at- meeting will b egin August 24, and will run
t endance a nd contributions have been b e t- through Septemb er 2, with Roy M. Stevens
ter than u s ual for the s umm e r months. On e of Orange as speaker.
We have a fine
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS
has be e n baptized and one has placed m em- group of youngsters growing into clntrch
N W. HEDGE, Representative
bership in the past thr ee we ek s.
wo rk ers.
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Charles Hendershot, Woodsfield, Ohio, August 18: We completed o n e year with the
church here August 1. The year has been
a pleasant experience for u s , and we hope
profitable for th e church. During the year,
fourteen were baptized and two r e stored. I
hav e conducted m eeti ngs at the following
places: Hartshorn Ridge, Beallsville, Bush,
Chandlersville, Bethesda, Ozark, 1South Point,
M echanic s burg, and am now a t Gilmore.
Construction of a n ew meeting house got
under way here yesterday.

Cecil Allen, Box 50', Pla ins, T exas , August
11: The mee ting at Covington, T exas, clos e d
August 9 on a very high scale with the
house fill ed. I don't believe I have ever
enjoyed a meeting mor e.
Brother Leon
Frederick and his good family were excellent co - workers. There w ere s ix baptism s
and several others were a lmo st persuaded.
While I was away from Pl a ins, Broth er
Fred McGinty of Tahoka and Brother L ee of
Lovington, New Mexico, did the preaching.
One was r es tor ed and placed m emb ersh ip .
Our work continues in a fine way.

Willia1n Hale, Local Evangelist, Cheyenne,
Wyoming:
Since last r epor t several good
things have happ en ed h ere. One fine young
m a n was baptiz e d. Two people moved h ere
from Lubbock, T exas, and placed memb ership. We h a ve augmented our official _force
by moving two d eaco ns to (he eld er s hip and
filling th e ir places with two more deacon s.
Th e Be l Canto Chorus from the Boles Home
sang here August 21 and Oscar Smith Jr. of
T exar kana, Arkan sas, began a series · o!
m ee tings h ere August 30.
John H . Banister, 3014 Skillman Avenu e,
Dallas, Texas, August 21: T wo have been
baptiz ed; two restored; and five identified
the last thr ee weeks here at Skillman Ave~
nue church. Attendance all summer has been
excellent i n all services.
Larg est prayer
m ee ting attendance in history of the congregation has been maintained this s u m m e r. I rec ently assisted the church in Ol n ey, Texas, in a gospel m ee ting which re sulted in five restorations. Leonard Wag goner preaches there and is certainly well
lik ed and appreciated for his good work.
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J. u. Wilson, Box 3, Pettit; T exas, August
10: I have just r eturned from Florey, Texas, where I preach e d in a mission m ee ting
for a few days. We had good crowds considering · everyth in g .
Four w e r~ baptized
into Christ. Th e ch urch a t Seminole, Texas,
furn ishe d Brothe r Woods to dir ect the sing ing. He brought the yoting folks from Seminol e and th ey did so m e fin e s inging.
I
promised to return n ext month for another
effort with them. I am now open for appo intm e nts , o r m ee tin gs or l ocal wor lc
I
can furnish references and will go any where.

G. s. Westbrook, Box 486, Lubbock, T exas,
August 20: T en were a dd ed · in a me e ting
at Southside in Waxahachie.
S even wer e
baptiz e d and three r es tor ed. We had wonderfu l co-operation from College Street and
other congregations. Th e house was packed.
W e used extra chairs every ni g ht.
C. A.
Buchanan has done a wonderful work there
for three years. He and Lloyd Curby did
fin e work leading the s inging. After Sap1tember 1, my address will b e Main Street
Church of Christ, Bonham, T exas.

John lU. Burnett, Box 973, Ajo, _,Arizona,
August 14: Another good day Sunday: one
baptized at the morning service a nd one con fessed wrongs. Th e work of the church l ooks
bette r h ere all the time. My wife and I
spent thr ee weeks in Missouri on a vacation trip. I pr each e d at Lib erty church near
Belle, Mi sso ur i, one Fr iday ni g ht while on
o ur vacation. We conducted a vacation Bib l e
school h er e in Ajo, July 27-August 7 with
good int er est. When on vacation in this part
of Arizon a, worship with us. Success to the
w. S. Willis, 2811 Av enu e E, Fort Worth, good old Firm Foundation.
T exas, August 13 :
Augu st 9th closed a
good meeting with the br ethren at Willow
Ill. Cecil Perryn>."In, 714 Terrace Aven u e,
Point, T exas.
Every m ember reaffirmed Montgomery, Alabama, August 17: In the
the ir faith and r ed ed icaty.d their liv es to meeting with the church at Matatlor, Tex.the worl{ of the Lord.
Th ere were four as, one was resto r e d a nd one was baptized.
baptisms. I have accepted a call to labor J. Britton is th e faith ful and lov e d preach with the brethren at Gustine, . T exas. I will er for this congre gation. I would not know
begin with them August 23 a nd will pr each where to try to find a better coworker.
the f irst two sermons in the b eginnin g of Back at home yesterday one was baptized
a gospel m ee ting which will be continued ancl one co nf essed wrongs. I go next to
by Brother Cecil Hill of th e Calmant Church Hattiesburg, Miss .
Th e polio situation
of Christ of Fort Worth.
seems greatly improv ed here, and we look
forward to r es uming full scale activities
J. Willar<l llforrow, 2203 Azle Avenue, N. and to greater accomplish m ents. Worship
Fort Worth, T exas , August 14:
One was with us a t Cloverdale when you come this
baptized at Blum an d one b aptis m in th e way.
Eulog-y m ee ting. I am in a good m ee tin g
a t Bailey Heights in Dallas this week. On e
A lbert Gower, Evangelist, 5308 Grover S t .,
was baptized there las t Lord's day. I a m Austin, T e~as, August 22: ·I am available
to begin n ext Monday night at Fairfield. for lo ca l work as regular evangelist or
I expect a good meeting there also. I will preacher. I would be glad to work for .some
be glad to confer with co n g r egations want - good congregation of loyal disciples in
ing gosp el m eetings . I am d evo ting all my north or northwest T e xas or Oklahoma. You
t ime to general evange list ic work. Write can co n tact me by p h oning· 53 - 0142 or a t
me 0 if I can help you. Th e. day of life will 530·8 Grover Str ee t, Austin, Texas, if you
close so soon!
write. I would also consider preaching at
places on Sundays where ther e is no re·g u lar minister, within reasonable distance of
LIST EN
Austin. I would also like to hold your meetings.
Could book about fo u r meetings in
HERALD OF TRUTH
September or October ·of th is year. If interes ted, call o r write me.
ABO .Network 1:00 P.M., Sun.

Ser mon : Sept. 13, "Christ on
David's Throne."

Roy H . Lallier, 1106 S. D ewey St., Bartlesvill e, Ol<lahom a , August 25: L as t week I
a ttende d the Ohio V a lley Annual Lectures hip, h e ld this year at Charleston, West'
Virginia.
It was my pr iv il ege to speak
four time: s o n the general· th em e:
"The
Church at Work." I t was my goo d fortune
to me e t many of the pr eachers and e lders
of that sect ion for th e first time. All of
them impress e d me as b e ing mighty fine
m e n, s in cere, z ealous, vvilling to spe nd and

be spent for the growth of th e church. A
f in e spirit of co - operation was manif es ted
in numerous ways, not the l east of which
are two d a ily programs l'inanced by co operatine- churches in th e area.
Var ious
preachers are preaching pos itive distinctive
sermons every day ttia t a re bound to r esult
in good. I was most cordially r eceived a n d
as evidence of the same I hav e severa l invi tat ions for m eet ings in the area next year.
This leaves m e in a meeting with a small
g roup which m ee ts in the L eg ion Hut in S t .
J oe, Ark . I go next for two meet in gs in
T ·e nnessee, Hendersonville, and Chapel Ave nue, Nashv ille.
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C. B. Thomas, Corpus Christi, T exas, August 26: We are beginning our fourteenth
year of unbrok e n serv ice with this wonderful church (Ayers Street, for many years
l<nown as Centra,l).
Almost two years at
a nother time was spent here. So in r eality
we are beginning our sixteenth year. God
has wonderfully blessed our labors together.
Brother Charl es Horton and three · of our
local brethren preached while I was away
on vacation recently. One was baptized and
several placed membership. · We extend a
cordial invitation to all brethren coming to
C~rpus Chr isti to visit with us.
J, C. Cl10ate, Route 3, Corinth, Mississippi,

Au gust 25: During the s umm e r I have had
the privil ege of preaching for sev-eral congr ega tion s aside from my meetings,
On
July 26 an d Auust 2 I pr eached for th e
church at Ripley, Miss., in the absence of
Brother Clyde M. Mill er . On August 16 I
preached for the church at Wiggins, Miss.
On the same day I preached at th e night
service for the· chu rch at Gulfport, Miss.
Brother Howard McTee is the reg ular ministe r there at the present time. On August
23 I visited and preached for three cong-r egations, Hickory Grove, Ri e nzi, and Berea,
all in Miss.
I go n ext \ to a m eeting at
Sykes, T e nn.
G. 1 .. lllnnn, Fayette, A l abama, August 18:
Maurice Howell of Birmingham, Ala., was
with the ch urch here the latter part of May.
Th ere were four bapt isms .
The worl;: is
mal;:ing splendid progress.
Contributions
and attendance have held up better than
usual this summer. The final phase of our
building improv e ment a nd expansion program is now underway with the construction of four additional class rooms and a
preache 's study. I have recently conducted
meetings at Vardaman and Jacinto, Miss.,
and Pleasant Ridge, near Haleyville, Ala.
There was one baptism and one restoration
in the Pleasant Ridge meeting. I am now
~n a mee.ting with the · P in ey Gro'v e church
near Boston, Ala.
l\1. D. Hartley, Alturas, California, August
19: The v ery finest cooperat ion exists between the · preachers in thi s gr ea t missio n
f ield. . Three of us, Don Mansur of Lal<:eview, Oregon, Forest Moyer of Alt\}ras, Cal.,
and myself continue in our efforts in this
locality. ·we h ave recently buri e d one of
the oldest members of this congregation.
Our number is small but h appy. The radio
worl;: co ntinu es und er the direction of Brother Moyer ·and myself.
Soon I will begin
my s ixth year with the c hurch h ere.
In
this time we have purchased ou r own
church building which is now mod ern and
is l ocated If'\ downtown Alturas. The new
c hurch in Lakeview, Oregon, has purchased
lo ts for a new building. The new congregation ther e has been and still is a part
of our work
John H. GerT:n·d, 529 Clark St., Aurora,
Illinois, August £4! Yes terday was another
good day here. Good attendance at all services. One l ady was baptized at the morning service. She had been a Baptist. Th e
afte rno on serv ice at Joliet, Ill., was made up
of the greatest number p r esent in the histo ry of that work. Prospects are unusually
good for a splendid ch ur ch in that city. The
church is m ee ting in the American Legion
Hall on Ottawa Str eet each Sunday after noon at 3 o'clocl<. vye begin a m eeting at
Elgin, Ill., next Sunday even in g. This meeting will b e conducted in a h a ll at 263 DuPage St. Send uo;; names of memb e rs living
in this area.
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Truman E .. Spring, 2901 Lawn view, Corpus
Christi, Texas, August 28: Since reporting
in July, I have held two more meetingsone with the Gardendale church in Corpus
Christi w i th five baptisms and three restorations, a nd one in Poteet, T exas, where
we h ad eight baptisms. The worl( in Poteet
i s definitely on . the up g r ade, and Troy Rich ardson, who is working part-time as preacher there, is doing 11. fine job. Thi s m eetin g
was the best-attended ever cond ucted in Poteet and the outside inte r est was wonderful.
The work at Hillcr es t continues to go well,
with responses every Sunday.
J, D. Ro"C;hwell, 1004 El Sereno Drive, Bakersville, California, August 25: Our worl(
s tarts off in a fine way with Central, this
city. Eight responses to the invitation so
far this month : one baptism, two r es torations, a nd five were id e ntifi ed . Some 300
m e mb ers m a k e up the congregation. Three
bi s hops direct the work ass isted by six
deacons. Joe Smith is a fine co - worl<:er as
associ ate minister. We a r e looking forward
to a meeting with _16th an d Florida church ·
in Chickasha, Okla., September 3-13, after
which we will r etu rn to the work here.
Correspondents please note cha n ge of ad dress.

F. L. Lemley, Trinida d, Colorado, August
10:
The meetin g here and the Vacation
Bible School, in which Brother Paul Southern pr each e d and his whole family worked
d a ily was a success in every way.
Th e
meeting and V.B.S. was h e ld in connection
with the opening of our new building . and
consequ e ntly got quite a lot of good publicity, In the VB.S. , 114 were enrolled, an
average of 86 attended d<tily, and our highest daily attendance was 97. The church at
Raton co - ope r ated for the school and meeting and furnished about 40 of those en rolled.
The meeting resulted in one baptism, one r eq uest for public prayer, many
new contacts, so that time on ly can tell th e
total good accomplished. We now ·h ave 34
m e mb ers.
The church here has gained a
most favorable position in the commun i ty
as a r es ult of our building and we hope to
•tak e atftvantage of this for the good of th e
Master's cause.

Robert L . (Bob) Craig, 31 7 S. Blanco,
Lockh a rt, Texas, August 28 : After twenty
months work with the ch urch in Bay City
I w ill move to the above a ddr ess September
L
Anyone desiring my services in meeting
work for next year may contact me there.
R . D. Sweet, 715 East 43rd, Austin, T exas,
September 1: I c l osed a meeting last Sunday night at the Highland Park church in
Dallas. Had four baptisms a nd one transfer of membership. Brothe r Adair Chapman
is their capable preacher.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. ltlark11 Avenue
Brooklyn 13, N.ew York
WILLIA.lll N. FRYER-Evnngellllt
ROGER W. HA.WLEY-Evangell•t '
·Snnday-10:00 A..ltl. and 6:00 P.lll.
Wednesday-7:30 P.ltl.
Phone: PResident 4-4736
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YOUNG'S ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE
Almost 5,000,000 words, 311,000 lines of Biblical
quotations, and Word References. 1,268 pages
Literal translations of original Hebrew and Greek
Words. Provides 118,000 references not found in
any other concordance. Every word arranged in
alphabetical order for qukk reference. Every Hebr~w and Greek Word printed in the original characters with pronunciation shown in English letters. All proper and geographical names appear
in alphabetical order with description and history.
Four features instantly available: 1. The original
Hebrew or ·Greek of any word. 2. Its literal meaning. 3. A correct exegesis. 4. Parallel passages.
For readers everything is made clear. An appendix provides an account
of recent discoveries in Bible Lands. 9 inches wide, 11~ inches deep,
and 3 inches thick.
Price, $10.00 (With Thumb Index, $11.00)
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A. E. Wickham, Pennsville, Ohio, August'
9: Tonight we closed a great meeting in
this town. I never saw better interest and
th e attendanc e was large from the beginning. "W e c l osed with a very large a udience. Five persons were baptized and two
per~ons placed membership.
I never h ear d
better sing in g.
That good eff ic ient song
leader of McConnelsville, Brother Bankes,
was the song l eader through the entire
meeting. Other congregations helped in the
meeting. Brother Ray Jones is a r eal e ld er
who lool<s after the flock. I made my hom e
with Brother and Sister Jones and Brother

a nd Sister Fred Williams. The Pennsville
congregation is a splendid congregation. I
have been there several ti.mes.
October
12th rll begin a meeting at Wolf Creek
near Pennsville.
Joe H . 1\.l orris, 2707 Ky. Ave., Paducah,
Kentucky, August 24: I closed two good
meetings in Rutherford County, Tenn., yeste rd ay, Antioch and Walter Hill respectively, with eight baptized. Clayton Briley direct e d the singing at Antioch and Bomer
Phillips at Walter Hill. Both men are ex cellent song leaders. I promised to r eturn
to both places in l-956. Roy E. Cogdill begins
our meeting at Clements Street September
3-1 3. I begin at Center, Ky., the night of
September 13. Clements St. work prospers.
Bobby Collier was here during August meetings.

For everything
in fine Church Furniture
It will pay you to consider
Americ,an Seating Company products when you build, remodel, or
refurnish. Bodiform pews, chancel
furniture, and architectural woodwork by American Seating Company craftsmen assure liturgical
correctness and long service. Write
for information desired.
Department 1124

<Yimaicmt c:feating (};mptUifl
World's leader in Public Seating
901 Broadway N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Mich.

Arthur C. Blackwell, 2205 Wantland· Ave.,
Klamath Falls, Oregon: It h as been some
time since I have made a r epor t of the
work here at Klamath Falls, Ol'egon. Peace
and harmony prevail here in the congregation with new ones being added to the body
of Christ. There were seven baptized las t
Lord's day, August lOth.
Five new ones
have moved here recently from Arkansas.
There fs to be a gospel meeting to s tart
September 11, and last through the 20th,
with Brother Pierce Adams from Harrison ;
Ark., doing the preaching. We are looking
forward to a successful meeting with Brother Adams. Th e congregation is planning a
building fund and a five day a wee!<: radio
program. We are hoping to have the program on the a ir within the next few we·e ks
as thfs is a large field and much needs to
be done in spreading the gospel of Christ,
the closest congregation is seventy-three
miles. May all means b e used in a way th'a t
will be acceptable and pleasing to our Lord
Jesus Christ. Any tim e you happen to be
coming through Klamath Falls, come and
worship with us. There will be a he~rty
welcome awaiting ·you.

STRONG'S

1809 Pages

EXHAUSTIVE

$lla75

CONCORDANCE

Thumb Indexed

of tlte Sible
By James Strong
The only complete concordance of the English Bible, Strong's
presents every word in the Bible in the passage in which it
occurs--and in exact alphabetical order. The one unfailing
authority in its special field, Stmng's is really four complete
books in one-The Main Concordance; a Comparative Ca~
cordance in which the Authorized Text is compared with
certain Revised Versions, both English and Arllericap.; a
Dictionary of the Hebrew Bible; and a Dictionary of the
Greek 0 Testament. The standard concordance of all time,
complete and unabridged.
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Choice L. Bryant, 165 South Fifteenth St.,
Salem, Oregon, August 15:
July 21-31, I
was with the church in Vanco uv er, B.C., in
a v e ry interesting and enjoyable protracted
meeting. Ther e a r e but two small congregations of the church with combined membership of no more than 100, In that vast
Vancouver area of slightly l ess than a half
million people.
What a challenge!
Th e
congregation on Lulu Island has a preacher
(David Johnson) working with them fulltime. He is the only full-time preacher in
all of British Columbia, I ~ nderstand. The
congregation I served was the 12th & Carolina .church in Vancouver. Those brethren
desire to have a preacher working with
them full-time. They feel unable to properly support him fin()Jlcially; but they are
very aware that they n eed the assistance
of a good preacher. Ther,e is a great worl<:
there for the proper man. If you d esire to
do mi ss ion work, l e t me suggest you write
to the Church -6 f Christ, 604 12th Avenue,
East, Vancouv er, B. C., Canada.
Rudy Wyatt, Gatesville, Texas, August 17:
This month thus far we have had eleven
r espo nses to the invitation of ou r Lord.
Five have been baptized and .six restored.
This makes a total of nine baptisms and
seven restorations this year. We have begun the work of providing preaching every
third Sunday of the month for the deaf
mutes of this and surrounding communities.
For the - initial service in June, there were
eleven present. In July, fifteen were present and this month twenty - four were present. Brother Lloyd Williams, a young deaf
mute from Austin, T exas, now a student
in Abilene Christian College has been doing
an excellent job of preaching in this service. Last month I was again with the L ocl;:hart congregation in El Do;rado, Ark., in a
ten day mission meeting. We had attendance averaging about one hundred and
twenty. Often as many as fifty per cent
were not members of the church. During
the meeting there was one restoration. I
en joyed receiving your paper while I was
in Abilene Christian College and am enjoying the fine articles in it now and am sure
th ey will help me now that I am out of
school and preaching full tim e.
Roy Tillwell, Box 396, Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada: Brother Sidney Roper a nd I are
laborin g together in this Provincial capital
ci-ty of 183,000 to establi s h a congregation
after the New Testament order. Until our
comi ng the church of Christ was unknown
in Edmonton (though th ere are four reli gious groups who are meeting und e r the
name of "Church of Christ").
From the
very first m ee ting, which was held May 17,
'the work has mad e progress . Four h ave
b een baptized to dat e, with one being r e stored and placing memb ersh ip.
Present
members hip is el eve n . Broth er Roper and
his family arrived May 11, and we followed
on July 7. May attendance averaged 13 with
$10.06 contribution; Jun e attendance averaged 28 p e r service with $34 contribution
per Lord's day, and July attendance was 34
with a'n average contribu tion of $44.65. :My
work h ere is supported by Brother L. P.
Bennett of Hale Center, Texas, and the Littlefield Drive congregation, Littl efield, T ex as, where I labored for almost two years.
The presence of a co-labor er in the person
of Brother Sidney Roper is an enjoyable
experience; he is a fine gospe l pr eacher and
~ hri st i an brother of th·e highest typ e.
We
need tracts. If yo u have, or know a congregation who has an abundant supply of
good tracts not being put to u se, please
urge them to send them, or ask them to
contact us, Box 396, Edmonton, Alberta.
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BEAVER-Rollie E . Beaver was born in
Hico, Texas, March 7, 1893.
After sixty
years and one month his earthly life ended
April 9, 1953, in Dallas, Texas , as the
r esult of a hea rt attacl<. He moved to GIrard, Texas, in 1912 and resided there until
his death. E.ere he married Donie Edwards \
in 1914 in the church of Christ building.
He obeyed the gospel when a young man
a nd was very faithful throughout his life.
He h a d attended church in Girard for over
forty . years. He was the song leader, and
a l ead e r in anything p ertainin g to the worl<
of the church.
He had l ed singing for
gospel meetings throughout all his neighborning congregations. He was never paid
for such services, but I.oved to be doing what
h e co uld to help spread the gospel in song.
He never let an opportunity pass to do what
he could. He was a rural mail carrier in
Girard fov thirty-six years and was closely
associated with all his friends and neighbors, whom he dearly loved. The funeral
services were held at the school auditorium
in Girard. The church did not have sufficient seating space. Even the auditorium
did not begin to seat the hundre ds of mourn ers who came to pay th eir tribute to their
friend. Interment was in Girard cemetery.
Brother Derrel Shaw, minister of the church
•
of Christ in Girard conducted the services,
BOEHNKE-Herman Boehnke was born assisted by Brother C. V. All en of Spur and
in Asher, Okla., March 25, 1906, the so n of Brother Ge9rge McCollum <if Hawthorne,
He is survived by his wife, two
Herman and Mary Boehnke. On November Ca lif.
1, 1936 he was married to Ina D. Harris daughters, Nancy Jo Beaver of th·e WAC
at Holdenville, Okla., by Brother C. B. Thom- Training Center, Fort Lee, Va., and Mrs. AI
as . 1n March 1951 he obeyed the . gospel and Niemczak of Kermit, T exas; his mother, Mrs.
was baptized by Broth er Mardell Lyn ch, an d M. E. Beaver, and three brothers, Hub of
Brother Lynch sa id a t the time baptism Lubbock, Clay of Abil ene, Charley of Fort
was all Herman ne e ded for h e was such a Worth; five sisters, Mrs. J. T. Stephens of
good man.
The church of our Lord was Lubbock, Mrs. Jess Craig o! Tyler, Mrs. Don
first in his life until the end, which cam e Jones of Pilot Point, Mrs. John Smith of
peacefully on Sunday morning, July 12, Albuquerque, New M ex ico, and Mrs. Joe Rat1953. Th e church was overflowing, to pay liff of Fort Sumner, New Mexico, also s ix
the last respect and Brother Harvey Scott, grandchildr e n. One daughter preceded him
minister of the church at W ewo ka pr each ed in death. He will be greatly missed by all.
one of the mo s t beautiful services possible, not only his · family, but his many friends.
assisted by Harold O'Neal, from Wilson, His lif e was a great light to all who had
Ok la . He was laid to rest in Wewoka cem - the pleas~re of knowing him. May the good
e t ery. Survivors are his wife, Ina, his step- Lord h e-lp us who r emain to press on faithfather, W. T. Bramb l ett, of Wewol<a, two fully to the goal h e has reach e d that w e
sisters, Mrs. A. B. F ent, Oklahoma City, Ok- may build up th e church and spread th e
lahoma, Evelyn of Wewolca, two brothers, gospel that he loved so much.
Simon of Wewoka, Troy of Corpus Christi,
His da ughter,
Texas, and four nephews, Arthur, Herman ,
WERDNA LEE NIEMCZAK
Donald ,and J erry Fent of Oklahoma City
and Mike Bramblett of Corpus Christi, T ex''Sernton Outlines,'"' by D. C. La,vrence
as.
We miss our beloved so very much,
""d Joint G. Reese.
100 Outlines, cloth
b~t our loss is heaven's gain. His devoted
biutling.
Price, $2.00.
Order from Firm
w\fe,
Fouutl,.tio n Publislling House.
INA D. BOEHNKE

JOHNSON-Guy T. Johnson , son of Isabel
Daugherty and William Jas per John so n, was
born February 6, 1871, at Waukee, Iowa, and
departed this lif e July 5, 1953. He was 82
year s , 4 months, 29 days of age.
At ,the age of nineteen h e mov ed to Anthony, Kansas, w here he worl<!!d for a time
on th e Goss Ranch.
When the Cherokee
Strip was opened for settlement he and his
father, riding mules, made the run and
staked adjpining claims south of the ola
Highland School. On Decemb er 25, 1899, he
was united in marriage to Ada E. Medaris
and they settled on the homestead. To thi :l
union were born two children, J a mes Wil·
Jiam Kelso, of Ponca City, Oklahoma, and
Kathryn Walker, of Helena. In March, 19(H,
having traded homesteads with Ellis Green,
he mov ed his family to the home two and
one - half miles south of Helena. Ther e they
resi d ed until 1948, at which time th ey moved
to th e home in H el ena where they were living at the time of his d eath.
He became a member of the Good Hope
Church of Christ in 1902, and he lived a
faithful Christian life until death. He was
well known in this community and re~ard
e d hig hly by all, and his influ ence will continue on. He will be most sorely misse d.

I

----.'!

GRAY-Sister W. P. Gray, widow of the
late Brother W. P. Gray, di ed at h er home
h ere in Compton, California, Monday mornin g, July 6th. Funeral services were conducted here in Compton with ·1 inte rment in
Inglewood Park. Brother James Scott, wno
was baptized by Broth er Gray many years
ago, spoke. Sister Gray was an active member of the Northside Church until a few
months before her d ea th when her activiti es
were limit ed by her illn ess. Up until a few
days before her d eath Si s ter Gray was activ e ly in t er es t e d in the cllurch, and h er
passing leaves many to mourn a great and
devoted m e mber of the church.

* * .•

TIMMON9--Nadlne Francis (Persons) Timmons was born n.t Santa Anna, Texas, March
13, 1901, and passed from this life February
16, 1953.
She was married to Sidney 0.
(John) Timmons, September 18, 1920, at Mt.
Calm, T exas. In Octob er 1937 she moved to
Illinois, from Van, T exas.
She was baptize d into Christ June 193 8 by Brother Gayle
Ol er, in Flora, Illinois, and remained faithful until death. S'he di ed at Barnes Hospital, St. Louis, Mo., F e bruary 16, 1953, af t er
an illness of two months. Th e writer conducted funeral services at Gholson Funeral
Home, McLeansboro, Illinois, F e b. 18, 1953.
She was buri ed at H aven Hill Cemetery,'
blney, Ill. She is survived by her husb and
and two children: Sidney 0. (John) Timmons, Palestine, T exas, and Patricia Lou
Timmons, ·st. Louis, Mo.
July 31, 1953
JOHN D. BARNES

• • •
HUGGINS-Brother R. C. Huggins depart·ed this life after a long illn ess in Snyder,
Texas, on July 11, 1953. R. C. Huggins was
born June 15, 1872, at Gravel Hill, M.cNairy
County, T en n essee. He was baptized into
Christ more than sixty years ago. He was
a faithful Christian all tho se years.
He
was a diligent student of the word and
quickly grew "in grace, a nd in the knowledge o'f our Lord." He servrd as deacon for
a number of years.
Theri h e served the
church as bishop (elder) for many years.
He could correct the errin g and r eprove the
wayward with the kindest spirit and a fa ther ly manner.
All who knew him loved
him . He and S ister Huggins have read the
Firm Foundation since 1890. On December
25, 1898, R. C. Huggins was married to Miss
Ella Blackard in Brownwood, Texas. Later
they moved to Scurry County where they
have lived for the last th irty- seven years.
Surviving Broth er Huggins are his widow
who lives in Snyder, two sons : N. R . Hug gins of San Angelo, Texas, and L. E. Huggins of Morton , Texas; two daughters, Mrs.
Chas. K e lly of R otan, Texas, and Mrs. L e ora
Upshaw of Odessa, Texas; four grandchil dren, Mrs. Marcel Patterson of San Francisco, Calif., Kenneth Kelly of Rotan, Texas,
Judy Huggins of San 'Angelo, Texas, and
Cathy Huggins, 6f Morton, T exas; and th~ee
great grandchildr e n. Funeral services w e re
conducte d in th e church building on 25th
Str eet, Snyder, T exas, on Sunday afternoon,
July 12. L eMo'ine Lewis, former evangelist
for the 25th, Street church, and T e d Norton,
present evangelist, spoke words of· comfort
to th e family and the large audience assembled. "Blessed are the d ead which di e in
the L ord . . . that they may rest from their
labors; and their works do follow them."
TED NORTON

•

•

Warren-Ballard Debate
Essentiality of baptism discussed. Contains material on the Emphatic Diaglott and on the inspiration of Mark 16:9-20 that is found
in no other book. Price-$2.50.

MORMONISM-EXPOSED back in print, same price-2.25.

':VALLACE-HUN~

DEBATE on instrumental music ready for delivery soon. Send 1n your money and we will ship the book just as
soon a:S it comes from the press. Price-$2.50. (Hunt would not correct h1s sp~eches and other things prevented us printing this book
sooner).
·
Order fromTELEGRAM BOOK co.
608 Peardale Lane
Longview, Wash.
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College

EMPHASIZING '
Christian living in daily Bibfe classes and daily Chapel se~vices and where 96 per cent of the. 1952-53 student body and
all teachers of all courses are members of the church.

Drivers' Education Class

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
The chief aim in this department is good health and safety through training and development. Included in the broad
program of this department is varsity athletics. During the past year the teams won top honors in the Texas Athletic
Conference in football, basketball and track. The badminton team' won the state collegiate championship last year. In
one tournament this team won fifteen of seventeen trqphies offered. The intramural division is administered · by the
students and is designed for the entire student body. Those who are not qualified ot interested in varsity activities can
have fun and recreation in this program. A student may participate in one or more of ten different sports and find each
one wholesome and enjoyable. T:lis extensive program includes such games as touch football, basketball, tennis, badminton, table t ennis, washers, horseshoes, volleyball, archery and golf.
'
The intramural part of the P. E . Department has achieved' excellent results in raising the scholastic standing of the participants. It has improved their physique, contributed to health and developed social competence. From these activities
many boys graduate into intercollegiate competition. The "Wdmen's Recreation Association" promotes sports activities
for the coeds.

\

Safety Education is the newest course added to the department. Its chief purposes are safe automobile driving, car '
maintenance and qualifying teachers for Drivers' Education_, in the public schools.
Some of the other practical courses offered by the departm ent are : First Aid; Arts and Crafts; Personal Hygiene; Athletic Injuries, Intramural Sports; Coaching Methods; Community Recreation; Camping and Counseling ; Anatomy and
Physiology; Folk Games; Swimming; etc. Christian t eache rs and coaches direct the P. E. Department.

The Fall semester for both graduate and under-graduate divisions begins September 14, 1953. Member,
Association of High Schools and .Colleges.

Abilene

Christian

FULLY ACCREDITED

ABILENE, TEXAS

•

South~rn

College
EMPHASIZING CHRISTIAN LIVING
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Austin, Texas, Tuesday, September 15, 1953
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[$3.00 Per Year in Advanee

National Weekly World-Wide in Mission, D ef inite in Policy-the Def e nse of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saint.. Under P res ent Management f or last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Stand eth, having this seal: The Lord ~o..-etla
them t hat are his"- ( 2 Tim. 2:19)
~

~

Letters of Recommendation
"'Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or need we, as
some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of
commendation from you? Ye are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men: forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be. the epistle of Christ ministered by us,
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God,
not in tables of stone, but in fl eshly tables of the heart" (2
Cor. 3 :1-3).
I have a letter of recommendation that was given to me
by the elders of the church when I was nineteen years of ~ge.
I appreciate 'this letter very much, but I have never had special need for it . No· congregation has ever asked me for a
letter of recommendation. Paul's words seem to indicate that
he needed no recommendation to the Corinthians, nor did he
need a recommendation from them. Why should · an inspired
apostle need a recommendation from men? If God could use
Paul, why could not the Corinthians? Paul could work miracles- speak in tongues, heal the sick, and do other miracles; .
. but some of the Corinthians doub d his apostleship, and maybe
they doubted his Christianity. They were we~k in ability to
weigh evidence.
Paul told the Corinthians they were his epistles-his letter
of recommendation. He declares this style of writing is known
of all men. A letter written in English might not ' be understood by a Chinaman or an Incjian. But Christian living can be
understood by all nien, whether or not they know our language.
Christians should be watchful of their conduct at all times.
_The world watches with a critical eye. ·The unconverted are
not so much concerned about our teaching as they ar:e about
our practice. They are more impressed by the way we live
than they are by the truth we preach. Men will come to appreciate sound doctrine by observing its effects on ·the lives
of men . It is a great misfortune 'for one who advocates nothing
but the truth to be found guilty of ungodly conduct.
Holy Living
To the Romans, Paul wrote, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable se.r vice. And be not conformed to this world : but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that \'ood, and acceptable, and perfect will of
6-od" (Rom. 12:1, 2).
Sacrifice has been a part of true 11ervice to God in all dis' pensations. Cain and Abel offered sacrifices under the patriarchal dispensation. The children of Israel. offered sacrifices

W. M. DAVIS

under the Jewish dispensation. All these sacrifices were first
slain, t hen offered. In the gospel age Paul says present your
bodies a living sacrifice. The Lord is not pleased with lifeless
sacrifices. Christians must be active in service. to God. Anything that is living is active.
This sacrifice must be holy before it is acceptable to God.
Living and holy are the conditions of accept able sacrifice te
God. Christians cannot perform this service when they are
conformed to the world. Instead of this we are commanded to
be t ransformed by the renewing of our minds. Unfortunately
some try to live a new life with their old minds. They make
a failure, of com~se. The living sacrifice and holy life are
not so difficult after the mind h as been renewed.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Possessions And The Kingdom
Hoyt B3;iley
Everyone who professes to be a child of God should consider
carefully the material things with which he is blessed and how
such is being used to help advance God's kingdom. The memory
verse suggested for this lesson says: "Take heed, and beware
of all covetousness : for a manfs life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15).
A portion of the lesson passage states: "And behold, one
came ·and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall
I do that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why
callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is God:
but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. He
saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder,
thou shalt not · cwmmit adultery, thou shalt not steal, thou
shalt not bear false witness, honor thy father and thy mother:
an d, thou shalt love· thy neighbor as tliyself. The young man
saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth
up: what lack I . yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor,
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven : and come follow me.
But when the young man heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful : for he had great possessions" (Matt. 19:16-22).
It should be observed here that the young man looked upon
obtaining eternal life by means of doing certain things. He
said: "What good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal
life'!" This &ne was not sure that he had done enough to
obtain the reward, and he wished to know particularly what
further good work would secure for him eternal life. Some
taught that the commandments were not equal1y important
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and that what they deemed tlie lesser might be violated while
the others were observed. Some made the gift of perfection
depend on the daily recitation of certain prayers or psalms,
others on giving due honor to the aged. Amid these perplexing rules, this one came to J esus asking what he might do
to obtain eternal life.
.Jesus took the ruler to task by saying: "Why callest thou me
good?" Doubtless the one who came to Jesus did not recognize
his divinity. He thought of J esus as a great Teacher; and Jesus replies to what is in the mind of the querist. Jesus turns
the questioner's thoughts to the source of all good. He did not
permit himself to be rega:t<ded simply and pre-eminently a good
man, but as the Son of God, one with the Father. Other gospel ,
writers infonn us that this man was a Y'Oung rufer, a ruler
of the synagogue, a man of large possessions and blameless
life. The Lord had forbidden the apostles to tell men that he
was the Christ because the Jews look(\d for a human Messiah,
an earthly king. It is thought that in the same spirit, Jesus
would not accept the title "good" from this ruler who regarded
him simply as' a wise 1 teacher, a great rabbi. The young man
did not know the dei!p · significance of the word ''good." . He
used language conventionally. There is · a great danger for those
who are brought up among religious associations that they
will employ the greatest words without entering into their true
meaning.
Christ suggested the first elements of morality. for the
ruler. No individual can go on unto perfection until he has
mastered in • some measure these elements of morality. It is
impossible to be a thief in the' world and a saint in the church. '
This ruler was no hollow sentimentalist. His yirtue was solid.
Yet it was not enough. It is vain to seek goodness apart from
God. God is good, therefore, we should transfer to God all
praise which is given to us.
The law of God is the rule of goodness. This is expressed in
the instruction of Christ. Jesus said to the ruler: "If thou ·
wouldest enter into life, .keep the commandments." This is
not irony, but sober truth. To keep the commandments from a
principle of loving faith is undoubtedly the way t~ eternal life.
Those who are justified by faith must keep the commandments
of the New Testament before they can have life here or the
hope of eternal life hereafter. One of the commands of Moses
is that we are to hear the great Prophet who was raised up
like unto 'Moses. The law given through Moses could never
take away sins, but Moses pointed to a greater . one than
himself. Though Christ lived under the law, submitted to the
law while engaged in his personal ministry, he died on the
cross and took the law of Moses out of the way. •
The young r=uler who came to Jesus h ad great wealth, he
had engaged in acceptable morality, but he saw and felt some
deficiency in his conduct. He felt a sense of want, and all that
he had done had not brought nor given him peace of mind.
Having kept some of the moral requirements, he said: "What
lack I yet?" Jesus said unto him, "If thou wilt be perfect,
go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come ' follow me. But when
the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful:
for he had great possessions" (Matt. 19:21, 22).
The apostle Paul said to Timothy: "But they that are minded
to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and . many foolish
and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in destructio~ and perdition (1 Tim. 6:9). That young ruler must have had the desire to continue rich, because he did not choose to follow Christ.
He went away from Christ: "For he had great possessions."
Jesus "spake a parable unto them, ' saying, The ground of a
certain rich man brought forth plentifully: and he reasoned
within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have n_ot
where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will
pull down my barns, and build -greater; and there will I bestow
..-- all of my gr<~.in and my goods. And i will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine
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ease, eat, drink, be merry. But God said unto him, Thou
foolish one, this night is thy soul required of thee; and the
things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? So
is he that lays up treasure for himself, 341d is not rich toward
God" (Luke 12:16-21).
Jes·us Christ places the kingdom of God first. He says:
"Seek ye first his kingdom and his righteousness; and ail
these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33). The possessions, or riches of earth cause many to forsake the Lord
and turn back into the world. However, James reminds us
that, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the Father of lights" (Jas. 1:17). Our
Lord admonishes us to: "Lay not up for yourselves treasures
upon the earth, where moth and rust consume, and where
thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yo~rselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not break through nor steal : for
where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also" (Matt.
6:19-Z1).
.~
Jesus goes against man's philosophy of life. All the planning
and energies of most people are directed toward the 'gaining of
material things. Something to eat and drink, and something
to wea-r, are matters of continued anxiety with most of the
people. We must have these things, but why be anxious· about
them? The life is more than food and the body than raiment.
The birds are not given to worry about laying up food, yet
not many living things are · busier than are birds. Anxiety may
shorten one's life, but anxiety cannot bring the things which
sustain life. Christ said: "Consider the. lilies of the field, how
they grow; they toil not, neither d? they spin." How does
the lily · grow? The lily grows in perfect hannony with the
laws governing it; it tries no new schemes; it has no anxiety;
and yet it grows and blooms into such a thing of 'beauty "that
eve.il. Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these." Suppose a Christian lived as perfectly in harmony with
the laws of his growth and development as does the lily, the
Christian character would be a most beautiful thing to behold.
Christians must make the kingdom of God and his righteousness the .first and main object of all their endeavors. Not
only n:ust individuals ent er the kingdom of God, but they
must make themselves useful and faithful citizens. As Christians, we must• seek God's righteousness. This is the righteousness to which we attain by .obedience to the gospel. The one
who obeys the gospel receives the forgiveness of sins, and for
the time being he is as free from sin and its guilt as if he
never had sinned. Such an obedient one is righteous. The righteousness of God must be sought in God's own appointed way.
The Lord shows that entrance into his kingdom and obtaining
his righteousness are conditional; we mu's t seek such. This must
be first and uppermost in everythilag we do.
The young man went aWay from Jesus because he could not
serve two masters at the same time. He shows by his departure
from Jesus that he did not intend to give up his great possessions. "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, V~rily I say unto
you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of
heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to
. go through the eye of a needle, than for ~ rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God. When his disciples heard it, they
were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved?
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But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this
' is impossible; but with God all things are possible" (Matt.
19:23-26).
Christ promised eternal life to the young man on the conditiop of his complying with God's will. In the school of Christ
one learns the doctrine of justification by an obedient faith.
His teaching shows us the connection between faith and obedience to the fulfilling of the la~ of Christ: Christ exacts absolute submission; "Sell all" was literally require.d of the
ruler. Christ did not lighten his cross, because "he loved him."
All who follow Christ must be willing to part with everything
that hinders their salvati9n, must be willfng to "sell all." The
ruler missed a great opportunity because he was unwilling
to part 'w ith his possessions. He had the offer ·o f becoming one
of Christ's more intimate disciples, of being trained by Christ
in the knowledge of spiritual things, and to preach his gospel.
That ruler possibly felt himself well provided for in this life,
and he seemed to be in the frame of mind to want something
from the next life. He would inherit life; he would have it as
something coming to him; he wanted as much right to eternal
life as he had to his worldly possessions. A man's wealth is
his character; that is true of this life and of the life to come.
Our Lord teaches that the rich man may enter the kingdom,
but he will surely find that his riches will stand in his way
and make it very hard work for hi)TI, as they made it hard
work for this rich ruler. What is it in worldly possessions
that makes them such hindering things? Riches tend to put
men in classes; those having the riches claiming to be a superior class, and demanding special consideration and treatment. This tends to induce the idea that the way of salvation
f or rich people ought to be a special provision. The rich m~m
does not care to be saved as the poor man is saved. If the
rich man cannot have a way of his own, he will have no way.
It is difficult for the rich man to realize that God takes no
account of riches; and whoever would come to him must come
in at the one strait gate. Riches not only have a separating
influence on men, but riches have a satisfying influence on
men. Riches bring with them a sense of security. The rich man
thinks that he can have all he wants, and he thinks that there
will be no future in which he will have needs which cannot
be met by riches. The rich have no basis for religion. It is
their misery that body, mind, and soul never have any wants.
As they seem to view it-having riches, what more can they
want? Riches have a hardening influence on men. This is
strange and sad, but can be illustrated in cases of self-sacrificing generosity while persons ·were poor, which changed at
once into selfish meminess when wealth came to them. It is
such hardening as this which makes it so difficult for a rich
man to enter the kingdom.
To make the kingdom of God and his righteousness the object of all our activities is to lay up treasure~> in heaven, and
the treasures we lay up in heaven will be ours forever and
ever.
Quanah, Texas.

Contend For The Faith
R. 0. Kenley
"Jude, a servant of J esus Christ, to them that are sanctified
by ·God the Father and preserved in J esus Christ, and called,"
said:
"Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend
for the faith which was once delivered' unto the saints."
The faith referred to above is the system of faith (gospel)
"that is the power of God unto salvation."
Jude saw that it was not sufficient just to preach and teach
of the common salvation, but it was necessary to be diligent
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in the protection of truth, therefore, he said-:
"Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints."
Recently in the city of Houston, one of the largest Southern
Baptist conventions was held for several days, and following
it, a great world-wide Lutheran convention w·a s held. The best
educated men of both denominations participated. The daily
news.pape:t:s gave each denomination a full and fair report· o:t
their _proceedings.
Both John Calvin and Martin Luther, in their attempts t<f
extricate themselves from the Pope of Rome, and his church,
f ell into great serious error, which had influenced and affected
the thinking and doctrine of most every sectarian religious ·body
in the world.
·
This doctrine being:
(a) That every child is born with original sin, which can
be removed only by the direct operation of the Holy Spirit.
(b) That the original or moving impulse to a human being
to become a Christian, is made by God, the Father, through
the independent action of the Holy Spirit.
(c) Therefore, men are helpless until God sees fit to send
them an operation of the Holy Spirit.
In addition to the errors taught and scattered by the two
conventions above, Billy Graham runs a syndicated articl~ in
one of our daily newspapers which is everything· that could
be contrary to "the faith." He says that he does not discuss
"baptism," b~cause it is controversial, and that he makes it
a rule to refrain from discussing controversial questions. The
commandments of Jesus Christ are all controversial to Satan.
James Keller writes another syndicated article each day ' in
the same daily paper, in which he never "contends for t:he
faith." Recently in one of his articles, he said, "The apostle
John in all of his writings never mentioned baptism, therefore,
he must not have considered it very important."
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, under a long
period of ye~trs, made ample provisions for the redemption of
man. This redemption is addressed to his understanding, and
was consummated in the death, burial and resunection of Jesus Christ; the terms and conditions of which are recorded in
the commands, precepts and examples given in the New Testament, which may be understood by anyone who desires to do so.
Vaughn D. Shofner recently stated in one of his articles:
"There has never been a time when God expected his people to be led by any :plan but an intellectual one."
Billy_ Graham, in the June 26, 1953, issue of the Houston
Post, in answer to a crippled man's question, who admitted
he was not a Christian, and who wanted to become a Christian,
replied:
"There is not one thing that we can do ourselves to assure us of our etetnal security except to accept personally this suffering of Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.''
About as clear as mud.
I am an attorney, have been practicing law continuously for
more than fifty years. I have been thrown with people of' a ll
faiths, including a great many members of various and sundry
congregations of the church of Christ. Among tliem, especially
of the converts since about 1940, there is but little conception
of the fundamentals of the kingdom of Christ. The lack of such
understanding fifty or sixty years ago produced the Christian
church, which now admits itself to be only another denomination. I also observe that many preachers and teachers in congregations of the church of Christ are timid about "contending
for the faith."
The love of money on the part of many high-salaried preac11.ers may prevent them . from contending for the faith as· they
should. Many good paying members or some members oi their
families may not be living in the faith as they should, and
the fear of offending them has no doubt cau6ed many preacthers to fail to contend for the faith.
I can well remember after 'World War I, many mem~11s 'of
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earth (Rev. 1:7; 2 Peter 3 :7-11). When the last day comes
"all nations" will stand before Jesus and be judged (Matt.
25:31-34) . Sodom and Gomorrah flourished about 2000 B.C.
but the people of those cities will be judged on the last day
(Matt. 10 :15): The people or' Nineveh repented at the p ~ach
ing of Jonah about 850 B.C. They will be resurrected on the ·
last day (Matt. 12:41). The Queen of Sheba ruled about 1000
B.C. but on the last day she will be judged (Matt. 12:42) . Tyre
and Sidon were wicked in God's sight 330 years B.C. and they
will be judged on the last day (Matt. 11:21, 22). Chorazin
and Bethsaida were compared with Tyre and Sidon by Chri~t
in 30 A .D. The people of those cities shall be judged on the
last day.

the church, after listening to a sermon by J . W. Chism, Early
Arceneaux or Foy E. Wallace, Jr., would approach the elders
and complain that the preachers were preaching a doctrine
that would send some of the best men and women in the
country to hell, and that if the elders engaged them to hold
another meeting, they would not attend. Today, the church is
_}fi1led w_ith members who will not stand for the truth. Only
~ kw Sundays back in Bible class, I criticized the preaching
· •<Df "Willy Graham, and when the class was over L was approached
""by two ladies and one man and was reminded that Billy Gra1
- ham was probably doing one thousand times as much good as
:I :W..llJl, 'This did not disturb me as I have been the recipient of
:JlJllilih rebukes many, many times in my life. I consider every
' t:hristian a miniature congregation with the duty imposed upon
him to declare, · defend, and teach the truth· upon all occasions.
J have tried to carry oHt this idea all my Christian life.
f am a firm believer in the statement made by Isaiah 55:11:

The righteous will be taken home to heaven on the last day
(1 Thess. 4:13-17). There will be no more division of time.
Eternity cannot be measured by minutes, hours, days, years,
or millenniums. On the last day the wicked will go away into
"eternal" punishment and the righteous into life "eternal"
(Matt. 25:46).

"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whoceto I sent it."

1

I have tried to defend the faith against the preachers who
encourage divorce and remarria.g e. Much of my time is devoted
in attempts to aid people, both in and out of the church, in
their marital and family troubles. I am proud to say that 100
percent of the more than fifty preachers in the churches of
Christ now in the city of Houston are in accord with my views.
I do not stop \vith my teaching to the members, but I extend
it as opportur{ity presents itself to all young people with whom
I come in contact. Recently after a young lady told me that
she was going to get married to a divorced man, I tried to
explain ·to her the teaching of Jesus Christ upon the subject
and gave her two or three quotations on a piece of paper and
l;old her to take it to her mother and father and study it with
them, and then take it to the minister of her church, a Baptis.t
church. In . a f ew days she returned to .me a note from her
preacher reading:

"Tell that old 'Campbellite' that you are a member of a
church where one is saved etemally and that it does not
matter what the body does, it would not cause you to lose
your soul in hell."
There are ni.ore than one hundred Missionary Baptist churches
in t he city of Houston, teaching all kinds of doctrine, but the
one at'ticle of faith that holds them together as a unit is .the
doctrine of "eterna l salvation, and the impossibilitJ;y of apostasy." This is the secret weapon of every religious body using
t he name "Baptist." Fifty years ago when a man of the calibre
of Billy Graham entered into a community, some preacher of
the type of J . W. Chism or A. J . McCarty challenged him for
a public discussion, and whether' or not he accepted, such
preachers proceeded to expose the doctrine of such preacher
from every availab:.e pulpit in the community.
Do we not have a .great missionary field at home, as well
as in fore ign lands? "The harvest is ripe, where are the workers?"
608 Sterling Building, Houst?n 2, Texas.

The Last Day
George Hicl.:s
On a certain hour of t he last day all that have ever died will
be resurrected · (John 6:44; 5 :28, 29). Believers and non-believers will be resunected during the same hour of the same
last day. This last day is the judgment day (John 12 :48).
Every eye will See Jesus on that last day and this world will
be bui:Iled up. The world here includes the heavens and the
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What does the 1000 years (365,000 days) in Rev. 20 mean?
The writer does not know. Does the bottomless pit have a
bottom? Man does not have to fully understand a statement,
from bod in order to know that the statement does not mean
certain things. Revelation 20 is given in symbolic language.
Only a false teacher will interpret clear and simple language
in view of what 'he thinks the symbolic teaches. An ·h onest,
God-fearing teacher will interpret the symbolic . language in
view of what he knows the simple language teaches. Every
word of God must be taken literally if it can be taken literally.
Revelation 20 cannot be taken as many have interpreted it.
God cannot lie. God is not the author of confusion. All must
stand before God in the same hour of the last day. Then
. eternity begins. "When we've been there ten thousand years.,
bright shining as the sun, we've no less days to sing God's
praise than when we've first begun."
·

,

-------0---------

Come Over An~ Help- Us
Reginald Beaver

Those of you who · have traveled through the western part
of Colorado know that the church is not very well known
here. Traveling. on Highway· 50, one comes through Pueblo and
Canon City where there are churches of Christ to be found; but
upon leaving Canon City one has to travel about 175 miles in
order to find a church with which to worship, that being at
Delta where I preach. We on the Western Slope are trying to
relieve this situation but we are in need of some financial
help. Brother K. A. Stone has moved to Montrose, 22 miles
south of Delta, in order to establish the church there. He is
supported by the Cleburne, Texas, and 5th Avenue congregation in Corsicana, Texas. Propel'ty at 446 S. 4th has been purchased, which shall serve as. a meeting place knd also living
quarters for the Stones. A down payment of $1,000 has been
m ade and a balance of $2,75 0 remains to be paid. If this' amount
is paid by December 1, 1953, there will be no interest charged.
Cleburne and Corsicana supplied the aown payment. If we are
unable to pay the amount by December 1 then we will pay
monthly payments of $50 plus 6 percent interest on the unpaio
balance. It will take around $1,500 to remodel . and repair this
three-story house. to make it suitable f?l" its desired purpose.
This is a wonderful opportunity that we cannot afford · to let
pass. Will you as an individual ·help us by sending a contribution and speaking to the elders of you r congregation and •
seeing if they are in a position to help in this worthy work.
I am being supported by the church in Tipton, Oklahoma, in
the work here. Either send your contribu tions to me at Box
184, Delta, or to K. A .. Stone,, 446 S. 4th, Montrose.

I
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"Clergy Draws Poorest Pay Of Professions"
· L. R. Wilson
"NEW YORK, Sept. 5, AP-The clergy is 'one of the poorest paid . professions in the world's richest nation,' the National
Council of Churches said today.
"Ministers' salaries have been falling slowly behind the
rising cost of living, the council said, while pay of other prof essions has been moving ahead of living costs.
"Reporti'n g the results of a survey, the council said the purchasing power of Protestant clergymen has dropped 12.8 per
cent in 12 years.
"On the other hand, p-urchasing power of factory workers
has gone up 42 per cent, of service trades employees 33 per
cent, and government employees 24.9 p er cent, in the same pe-

.

~~

" 'The plight of the clergyman today is painfully obvious
when his salary is compare'd with others,' said Dr. Benson Y.
Landis, associate director of the council's research and survey
department."
The above statement taken from the Associated Press speaks
for itself. Since I am not now looking to a congregation for
my support, maybe I can speak for gospel preachers without
bias. Certainly preachers should not think of their work as a
"profession." It does not fall in the same class with that of the
"other professions." Preachers of the gospel should feel as did
Paul: "Woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel of Christ."
Preaching should be one's life's work. Preachers of this kind
will preach with all their hearts and soul whether they. are
properly remunerated or not. In fact, they are duty bound to
do .so. Such men conscientiously fee l that they would be lost
in eternity if they did net.
On the other hand, it is not fair to those who are dedicating
their lives and their all to the preaching of the gospel to
penalize them just because they will take it. For the purchasing power of gospel preachers to fall twelve and one-half per
cent while the purchasing power of all who are in the "professional" class rises is quite inconsiderate. Real Christians
sh~mld take account of this fact and not demand such sacrifices from those who break to them the bread of life.

Joe ·Cooke Van Dyke Joins Faculty
At Freed-Hardeman
H. A. Dixon
Brother Joe Cooke Van Dyke will become a member of
Freed-Hardeman Coliege faculty, effective September 14, taking the place of his brother, Frank, who is on leave to attend
Abilene Christian College through the coming year. (Brother
Frank has enroll ed at Abilene to complete his work toward the
master's degree with a major in Bible. He will return to FreedHardeman in September, 1954).
' Brother Joe Cooke will teach some o.f the courses that have
been offered by his brother in Bible and religious education.
He will also assistin the field of education. Brother John Brinn
will assume heavier responsibilities in the field of Bible so
that the Bible Department will continue to receive the best
possible attention, even in the absence of Brother Frank Van
Dyke~ Brother Joe Cooke Van Dyke wili continue to serve as
local "m inister for the church in Lexington, Tennessee.
Our fall term begins September 14. At present the outlook
indicates one of the largest enrollments in history. More' than
40 boys have registered, who will secure rooms in the city
of Hende,rson. It has also become necessary for us to arrange a
second dormitory for girls. A large two-story residence has
been secured for this purpose only t wo doors from our campus.
We believe that Freed-Hardeman will continue to go forward.
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BURBANK GARDENS-NEW CHURCH AT
GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS

New Church . Building at Grand Prairie, Texas
The Burbank Gardens
Church of ·Christ in Grand
Prairie, Texas, had its
beginning October, 1951;
The Fourth and Church
Street c<411gregation where
Brother Norman Gipson
preaches built the preacher's home and secured the
services of Holland L.
Boring, Sr., who was at
that time on the faculty
of Abilene Christian College teaching Bible in the
Demonstration s c h o o·I.
Brotl;l.er Boring was to
build the congregation
that was to construct a
building. •
After considerable per~
sonal work and a gospel
meeting the church was
begun with thirty-three
people, twelve of whom
were adults. This congregation met in homes and
in the U A W -CIO Hall
until the Education buildHOLLAND BORING
ing was ready. They met
Grand Prairie, Texas
· in the Education building
while tlwy constructed the auditorium which holds 432 in pews.
Most of the work was done by the membe1s. They now have
some 250 meeting.
The congregation at 4th .an d Church has grown considerably
while- backing this work. We feel that this should be an incentive for other congregations to build n ew ones.
The new chur ch building pictured above is valued at $65,000.
Our $45,000 was raised by the Burbank Garden Church of Christ
within the two years it has been in existence.

A Macedoni.an Call From Texas
Jimmy Wood
It was p1y privilege to be with the church of Christ in Arche;r
City, Texas, in" a gospel meeting, June 15-24. This meeting
was supported by the Northside congregation here in Odessa.
The brethren at Archer City seemed very encouraged a,bout
the meeting, stating that it was the best attended of any meeting ever held there.
The church in Archer City is very small, and might well be
regarded as a mission point. They only have about 40 me)llbers
with only eight or nine heads of families in it. Yet despite
this fact their contribution is averaging about $60 per week.
With the help of three of the congregations around Archer City
they are able to keep a regular preacher, and to do considerable
work there. Brother Bert Wells is their preacher and he is doing
an excellent work with the congregation, having baptized several in the la st year, and led some out of the error of the
Chris.tian church.
They greatly need at present additional building space. Their
little building has two small classrooms and an auditorium
that will seat only about 75 people. It is filled at most of
their services now and they do not have enough classroom
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space. They are planning to build an auditorium that will
seat about 150, and convert their present building into classrooms. Doing all the work themselves, the building will cost
them only about $4,000. To show that they are willing to help
themselves they have raised $1,100. Also they plan to borrow
$1,500 more if they are to build this year. We are wondering
if . there are not enough Christians who will read this a rticle
~ supply this $1,500..? Perhaps t He congr egation where you
~·~hip can help them some too.
We would iike to urge you who read this article to send a
..contri.b ution to the work in Archer City in the near future.
'J:l~ m~y ~end it to BrQther J ess Godwin, Archer City, Texas,
~d it win be U!led to build a building there. We feel that if
they can build this year, by the close of 1954 the congregation
there will be self supporting. If you desire a ddition.al information · about this work, you may write the elders of the church
of Ch.rist at Holliday, Texas, about it. Also the brethren at
Ar~her City will be happy to supply you with any information.
r
Box 443, Odessa. Texas~
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the original church. Knowing such, it is our avowed intention
to duplicate that in Dallas and every place on earth.
How important that we have the original pattern! When a
carpenter cuts rafters for a house he is wise to make rafters
by the original pattern! If one uses the original to cut only the
first, then uses the first to cut the second, and the second becomes a pattern for the third, and thus in succession each new
rafter becomes a pattern for the next orie, he may expect to
be far afield in short order.
The church of Christ is not interested in copying anything
of the 19th century, or of the 12th century. Rather, we are determined to go back to Jerusalem, in the year 33 A.D., and
take our seat at the fe et of Christ and his holy apostles. There
we find the original pattern and thereby we can restore the
original church.
We have no illusions. We are not perfect. The church is not
perfect. But our pattern is perfect! Our position is salutary.
ANOTHER COUPLE TO LEAVE FOR GERMANY

-----------------

Why We Exist
'·.

Homer Putnam Reeves
The church of ·Christ exists today for the same reason that
it existed nineteen centuries ago. Her function is two-fold: She
is to perform an educational work (evangelistic) on one hand,
and a philanthropic work on the other. She is to preach the
g(Jspel and render aid to the needy. In short, she is to practice
pure and undefiled religion (cf James 1:27).
The church of Christ is truly a distinctive institution. Unless
she has something distinctive to offer, she has no right to
exist. There is no place fo r the church of Christ unless she is
different . But we are not different just for the sake of being
different. There is a valid reason.
In beautiful Centennial Park in Nashville, Tennessee, there
stands a most imposing structure. It is called the Parthenon.
It is supposed to be an exact replica of t he Parthenon which
stood in the city of Athens, Greece, in the long ago. The
original Parthenon was built during the age of Pericles; was a
temple to Athena; was a massive Doric temple which took
form under the skillful supervision of Phidias. Unfortunately
it was destroyed by a Venetian bomb in 1687. The good people
of. Nashville were at great pains, and went to very considerable expense to erect a duplicate of the ancient building. We
are· told that it is very nearly a perfect facsimile of the original.
We of the church of Christ are engaged in ·a similar worka work of reconstruction. Jesus said, "Upon this rock I will
bUild my clmrch" (Matt. 16:18). The holy institution was established about nineteen centuries ago . The gosp.e l covered . the
entire civilized world during the first century of tlte Christian
era .(Rom. 10:18; Col. 1:23)·. Then came the declension and ultimate apostasy (2 Thes. 2:1-4). The Dark Ages (1200 years)
fo1lowed. Then came .the Protestant Reformation of the 16th
century. In the wake of said reformation, additional statechurchlsm together with an anay of Protestant sects were
born. This accounts for the vast labyrinth of religion which
·cdn"f.ronts may today. People have actually arrived at the point
where they are unable to conceive of Christianity except in a
sectarian sense. But sectarianism did not exist in the Christian
community when it was first created. By no stretch of the
hnagination can we associate ~ectarianism with the Apostolic
c.lm:rch.
Today, we are what we are because of a well-founded desire
to become. and remain an exact replica of the church which
~us built It is our earnest hope that we may be able to
i01ow the true character of the Primitive church. We seek to
!wow in every detail the height, length, breadth and depth of,

Brother R. J. Smith and Family. ·
Brother and Sister R. J. Smith of Crandell, Texas, are making plans to leave for Germany in the near future. Brother
Smith studied the Ge,rman language while a student at A.C.C.
in preparation fo r his work among the German people. He
has had considerable experience in radio work and is also an
excellent song director as well as preacher.
A congregation is needed who will assume responsibility for
supporting Brother and Sister· Smith while in Germany. Also
fin ancial assistance for their travel fund is needed. Any congregation m~y contact Brother Smith in care of the church in
Terrell, Texas, where his father-in-law, Brother McGinty, is
one of the elders.
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W.hat Does The Bible Say!
A JUDGE TREMBLES BEFORE A GOSPEL PREAC~ER
Frequently we find prisoners trembling before the words
of the judge on the bench. But today in our study of Acts 24
we find the judge, Felix, trembling before his prisoner, the
Apostle PauL
What is the cause of this surprising situation? History
records that Felix was living in adultery with Drusilla, a
Jewess,_whom he had stolen from Azizus, the king of Emesa.
Paul chose to speak to him on his three-fold theme: Righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come. "What a moving sermon that must have been to bring the hardened judge
to such alarm that he "trembled !"
"Righteousness" no doubt included not only a statement of
the moral laws of Go.d, but of the obedience which God expected to the gospel of Jesus Christ. We cannot imagine
Paul preaching to a sinner like Felix without telling him to
·believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, to repent of his sins, and to be
baptized into Christ in order to receive forgiveness of his sins
(Acts 2 :38). The "wo:rd of righteousness" is used by the
Hebrew writer to ·include all the commands of God (Hebrews
ii:13).
"Temperance" or self-control hit Felix's sinful life dead-center. To be a Christian, Paul undoubtedly explained, meant
that a man must "deny himself and take up his cross" and
follow Jesus. We must crucify the flesh "with its affections
and lusts" (Galatians 5).
.
"Judgment" to come must have included a vivid portrayal of
the day of judgment. "So then every one of us shall give
.account of "himself to God," Paul told the Romans. The world
will not be saved by mere lectures on how to be well adjusted
to our environment. We need more preachers with the simple
gospel of Christ who "knowing the terror of the Lord" per·suade men to obey God. Paul prophesied that the Lord Jesus
is coming again "in flaming fire taking vengeance on them
t hat know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
.Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
J>Ower..." (2 Thess. 1).
No wonder the judge trembled before such earnest preaching. Paul was "casting" for his soul, trying to catch him for
Christ. But Felix resolved his problem by procrastination
rather than by making a definite decision. He said: "Go thy
way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call
for thee."
As far as we know that "convenient season" never came,
.although Felix sent for Paul and talked with him often during
his two year term as governor.
May I appeal to you who are out of Christ, who h ave not
-obeyed the gospel, to repent and turn to him while you have
-opportunity! Don't let Satan tempt you into thinking that any
time will be an easy, or convenient time to, obey God.· "Today
_is the day of salvation." Obey the gospel of Christ now!
----0)----

LEARNING F;ROM L. P. BENNETT
One of the most remarkable characters that I know is a retired ranchman who lives with his son on a cattle ranch· near
Denver City, Texas. His name is L. P. Bennett. His parents
died when he was seveJJ. years of age and he grew up without
the advantage of one day's formal schooling in his life and yet
he has educated himself and given more than a million dollars to the church and to Christian education. Scarcely any
major project that has been conducted by Christians in Texas
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M. Norvel Young

in his lifetime has not received some help from him and his
wife. Here is a part of their inspiring story as he told it to me
in his :Qome recently.
He was born in Knox County, Texas, in 1889 and met his
future wife, Ruth, at the age of 11. They married when she
was 18 and he was 24. Knox County at that time was very
thinly populated and there . were just about enough men in
the county to impanel a jury of 12 men. They moved to West
Texas, to Yoakum County, in 1915 and bought eight sections
of land. At that time, as he put it, they knew only isolation,
privation, and sometimes, almost starvation. There were no
schools, no churches, no telephones, no banks in the county.
Every once in a while a cowboy would come by the place.
However, he had a book that his mother and father had left
them. Its leaves were yellow with age. Out of it he learned to
read. It }Vas a book of sermons by the restoration preacher,
Ashley S. Johnson. Through these sermons he learned the will
of the Lord. As, he put it, "I was rocked in a Methodist cradle
and nursed at a ·Baptist breast." His wife · and her father were
members of the Baptist church. But through his study of the
plan for a restoration of simple New Te:;;tament Christianity
he led the way for them to obey the simple gospel. Price Billingsley baptized his wife in 1902. · He and his wife raised a good
Christian family and have helped many a boy and girl through
Abilene Christian College in their fifty years together. She
went to her reward ~.me 5, 1948. Her grave is covered with a
simple bronze plaque on which is engraved the following scriptures in full: Rom. 1:1.6, Heb. 11:6, Rom. 10:17, Luke 13:3,
Matt. 10:32, Mark 16:16, James 2:26, Matt. 2:7. Truly she being
dead yet speaketh to all who visit her grave.
His advice to young people is that they invest their lives in
Christian living. He says that the greatest happiness that he
has had has come from his contributions to the church and to
such institutions as Abilene Christian College and the various
orphan homes. He rejoices to see young men whom he has supported in school g<J out to preach the unsearchable riches of
Christ. He loves to hear from the young ladies who have been
helped by him as they engage in their useful occupations and
raise their families under Christian influence. "Then you can
begin to realize the value of .your investments. It affords . happiness beyond expression, to meet with a congregation of exstudents that you .have helped to train. Ruth and I have bought
land and cattle, stocks and bonds, and other securities down
through the years, but the biggest bargain that we ever bought
was when we invested in institutions that are devoted to the
cause of Christ. It has and will continue to pay off in invaluable
souls. What if a man gail:\ the whole world and lose his own
soul. If one soul is worth the whole world, look what it is
worth to save many souls. Show me your faith without your
works and I will show you my faith by my works. Friends, we
just don't ge~ those things that are worthwhile by wishful
thinking. We have to do something about it. Our generosity
is measured by the way we exercise it and for what purpose. If
there had never been an effort to bring about the Christian in• stitution that exists today, what condition would the' world be
on all of us doing our reasonable duty. I have been a ranchman
in? We should not criticise so much but encourage and insist upall of my life. I am not a gospel preacher, but I can tell
whether a man is a true one or not. My mission has always
been to do all the good I can and just as little hann as possible. The greatest monument that anyone can leave to memory
is the one that , he builds himself while here on earth. That is
the only one that we will have to give account for. I firmly
believe the more we g ive to God, the more he makes us able
to give. I believe irr divine providence. My advice to young
Christians is to live the Christian life regardless of the consequences. Treat every man as you would like to be treated.
Respect the rights of others and God will bless you."
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G. H. P. SHOW ALTER, EdltC?r

Brother Showalter:
We have a brother and sister here who do not believe in Sunday school or Bible study on Sunday morning. When we come together and separate· classes he
says we separate' the body of Ch~ist. Also th~y do
not believe in asking women questwns and . their answering them. He wants a Bible answer on these questions. ·No one seems to satisfy hiin on this. They are
fine people. He is not against Bible study at any other
time but on Sunday morning. Whe]l he says the body
comes together to worship he ?elieves it is wrong. ~e
wduld like for someone to see 1f they can help on this
matter. They seem to want to worship with us, but
believe we are doing wrong. He said to me t{le other
day we had to have elders. I asked him could he qu~l
ify for an elder and he said he could not. I told him
none of the oth~rs can do so here. He said if we would
worship right, elders would co~e. We worship just like
all churches of Christ worship that I have ever attended their services. We sing, pray, study the Bible
'and have the communion. Will appreciate hearing
from you on this.

es on the good confession taught in the Bible. Well
these are the words of the eunuch as given in the King
James. translation into the English language. But 1
called attention of the brother that when one uses
those words in maidng the good confession he really
has used not one word used by the eunuch. The eunuch
most' probably used the Aramaic language which was
currently spoken in that part of the world, possibly
the Hebrew, but most certainly did not use the . English language which had its development many centuries later. The French, Italian, German or Spanish
could and do make the good confession intelligibly in
their own language, but not in the Engll.sh language.
When we make the good confession in our mother
tongue we do not use one word of the confession as
spoken by the eunuch, but we confess Christ as taught
in the Bible. The hobby soon died, and the dear brother has been sleeping in the dust for quite a long number of years. I believe he was a good man, but I ·am
certain he was wrong on this particular contention.

The above is from a good brother out in the far
west. Undoubtedly the brother and sister whom he
'm entions are conscientious and have good intentions.
It is often the case that something comes along that
appears inconsistent in the conduct of the affairs of
the church or in the behavior of some of the breth'
.
ren. We have heard of one man who went all the way
to Palestine to be baptized in the river Jordan because
.he read in the Bible that our Savior was baptized in
the river Jordan and he wanted to be baptized exactly
as was our Savior. Well it is true that our Savior was
baptized in the river Jordan and he was baptized by
John the baptizer. None of us were baptized of John
and certainly extremely few in the river Jordan. In
these two particulars we h~ve not followed the example
of our Savior. Is that necessary? Is it exacted of us?
Who would so contend?
Several years ago one of our preachers, and one
generally regarded by those of us who knew him as
a most excellent man and a capable preacher discovered what he though't of very great importance,
in connection with the "good confession." He .rea'd
carefully the account of Phillip and the eunuch as
given in Acts, 8th chapter. He noticed that when
Phillip told the eunuch that if he believed with all his
heart he could be baptized, the eunuch replied: "I .believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." Then he
decided that all candidates for baptism should be required to use those very words in making the good
confession and that otherwise they were not making
the "good confession" at all. He prepared several nice
sermons on it, held some debates and divided some
churches with this new idea. I was at that time editor
of the Firm Foundation, as I am now, and wrote some
articles on the new position introduced into the church:.

The Savior has authorized and commanded us to
teach people the truth. He sent his apostles into all
the world and instructed them to "teach", to make disciples of all nations. The only way Christians are made
is through the te~ching of the word of God. The
Savior declared: "They shall all be taught of God."
Moses said the people must hear the prophet that was
to come; that is, Christ. Those who were scattered
abroad from Jerusalem went everywhere telling the
glad news (Acts 4:4). Paul said to Timothy: "The
things which thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men who
shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2 :2). People are agreed that we ought to teach; it is also conceded by all, so far as I know, that it is scriptural to
teach the people publicly and privately. Paul told the
elders of Ephesus: "I have taught you publicly and
from house to house." Most of us would most assuredly regard this as a good example for us to follow. Also
we teach people in their homes and in such meetings,
men and women, boys and girls are accorded the privilege of asking and answering questions. As for the
worship of the church on the Lord's day in which both
men and women engage I have not known women to
ask or try to answer questions. They worship quietly
in the congregation and men lead in prayers, thanksgiving, exhortation and serving at the Lord's table.
Only members participate in the worship. The Bible
study preceding the worship is for non-members as
well as members., and all whether men or women may
take part in such Bible study. And if not, why not?
Who am I that I should make a law where God has
made none, and forbid somebody, or anybody from
being taught the right way of the Lord, and being
saved from sin? Possibly your friend has not taken
notice of the real conditions that obtain in a Bible
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class. It is simply a group of people studying the Bible, which may be composed of Christians or of outsiders, or as is more often the case of some who are
Christians and some who are not Christians. Paul was
speaking of groups of Christians in the worship and
the man who applies his language to a group of people
studying the Bible, when the church is not engaged in
the worship is running dangerously near the point -of

a distortion of the word of the Lord, and a perversion
of the truth. I am sure your ·friend is a good and sincere man and I am also of the persuasion that he will
come to the proper scriptural position on this point.
I know a number of good people, several of them
preachers, who once held to the brother's attitude but
who having examined the Bible teaching more care-fully have turned away from it.

M". Norvel Young To Hold Meeting

gregations until they were able to support a local preacher·
full time. He has given up his vacations to work with mission
points and preaching for congregations while the regular·
preachers were away. He has assisted in starting several new·
congregations, the most recent of which is the Brentwood congregation in Austin.
Many readers will be acquainted with Brother White through
his publication of the 32-page booklet, "The Churches of ChristSalute You." This is one of the best tracts available intrgducing the New Testament Church and its plea to those who
are not acq1,1ainted with it. Since 1946 Brother White has served.
as one of the elders of the University Avenue Church in.
Austin.
Since 1942 he has worked in the Texas Employment Commission in the field of personnel administration and guidance..
In 1929 he married Vera Covey and to this union were born
three children, John Weldon, age 21, now in Korea, Cherie Jan~
age 7, and Linda Sue, age 5. Sister White has had experience.
in teaching · the intermediate -grade level in several schools.
We will gladly hear from those who are . interested in helping with this work of caring for orphan children. We invite your
suggestions and your prayers. If you are interested, we would
like to send you a little pamphlet entitled, "A Dream Comes
True." Write to the Broadway Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas.
,

At Broadway
Alan M. Bryan
- The elders of the Broadway Church of Christ of
Lubbock have asked Brother
M. Norvel Young, regular
minister of the congregation,
to preach in the annual fall
gospel meeting, September
20-27. One of the most extensive campaigns put on by
this congregation is now going on in preparation for a
great harvest of souls. An
intensive personal work effort is now in progress and
over 50 cottage prayer
meetings will b.e held the
week preceding the meeting.
I have never seen people
work harder for the salvation of souls.
Remember this effort in
Young
your prayers and attend
each evening service at 7:30 if within driving distance.
Lubbock, Texas

John B. White Selected For Superintendent
Of Children's Home
James C. Kerr
Brother John B. White has been selected to serve as the
superintendent of the Children's Home in Lubbock. The elders
met with him on two different occasions and believe that he
is qualified to do a very· fine job in this capacity. It is our
hope that the first unit of the home can begin some time this
fall. Brother White will be available for speaking engagements
or to see individuals who are interested in contributing to the
home.
Brother White was born in Comanche County, Texas, in 1905,
and grew to young manhood on a farm near Rising Star in
Eastland County. He finished high school there in 1924 and
immediately entered John Tarleton College. After one year
there he began teaching and taught almost continuously from
1926 until 1942. He served in vario-qs schools as tea-cher, coach,
principal and superintendent. He worked with the school systems in Carbon, Rising Star, and Wichita Falls, Texas. He
graduated from Abilene Christian College in 1934 and worked
toward his master's degree in graduate work at North. Texas
State College in Denton.
Brother White obeyed the gospel in 1926 and four weeks
later began preaching at the Oaklawn .congregation in Fort
Worth. From that time he has served the church in many
different capacities. He has pJ;eached for many small con-

SPECIAL NUMBER
Dear Brethren:
In :he mission fields outside the United States, Brother
Showalter and- I have been planning for some time to have a
special issue of the Firm Foundation which will attempt to
bring up to date the Harvest Field, the book that was published several years ago giving reports from the various fields
where the church is preaching the gospel outside the United
We realize it will be difficult for this to be compressed into
a single issue of the paper. However, we will do our best. If
for some reason we cannot get it all in, you will understand.
We would like for you to prepare an article, double-spaced,
about three pages long, giving a view to the readers of this
paper of what has been accomplished and a little bit of the
prospects for spreading the kingdom in the field where you
are working. We don't want it to be just a catalogue of facts
but would like to have a little bit of the zeal and enthusiasm
of the mission spirit in it. We believe this is an<!ther way in
which we can help stir the brethren up to preach the gospel
to every creature.
Thank you for your cooperation in this regard. We would
like to have the article sent to us here, Broadway and T; Lubbock, Texas, not later than the fifteenth of October. It will
come out some time around the first of November. We hope
that a number of extra copies will be used by the churches to
bring the members up to date on what is being <_lone in the
mission field.
. While we are writing to you, let us tell you that we are
interested i~ each one of you and pray God's richest blessing
upon you. The church is growing at home, _a nd we believe
the Lord is blessing our efforts abroad. We know that many
of you are working under · severe difficulties, but we rejoice
in your coumge and faith.
M. NORVEL YOUNG
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'n. D. Harding, 437 S. Thompson, Vinita,
.Oklahoma, September 2: Three · w ere bap •tized here August 23.

J. P. Williams, Rt. '11, Box 198, Ft. Worth,
T exas, August 31: We are happy to · report
another fine month for the Lord's church
here at Lake Wo~th, in Ft. •W orth, T exas.
Three were baptized, three caine by membership, two came by 'restoration and memJacl< Meyer, Jr., Box 21, Cyril, Oklaho·ma, bership, and five confessed error. For all
S ep t e mber 2:
One was baptized here re- these w~ are happy and give God all the
cently during a w,eek of daily Bible classes. glory.

Luci:on Itl. Farrar, Conway, Arkansas, S ep1:ember 1: I closed a meetin g at Mill Creel<,
Ark., with four baptisms. I also baptized
ltwo here yesterday.

Wyatt Sawyer, 4!H8 Sue Ellen St., Houston, Texas, SePtember 1: We had orie to
be baptized and one to return to her fir s t
love our last Sunday in Madisonville.

Ross "\V. Dye, 40·8 N. Marshall, Oklahoma
City 10, Oklahoma, August _27:
One was
baptiz ed here last night. Horace Busby begins our meeting ' September 20th.

W. Herman Neill, P. 0 . Box 905, Seminole,
'Texas, September 1:
Paul L. Vfallace of
•Gladewater, Texas, recently c losed a seven
-day meeting with the church here. He did
bis work well. ~ix were baptized and two
-were reclaimed.
The Lord's worl< here
moves along- very well.

Richard Donley, Box 1508, Pueblo, C~lorado, August 28: I did the preaching in a
meeting at Raton, New Meocico, that closed
August 25th. Good interest and good at t e ndance.
One baptized and one restor ed .
I , have tim e open for meetings after the
first of the year.

J. T. ltlarlin. Sweetwater, Texas: Six have
·r esponded this week.
One . was baptized
during August. Five were baptized in our
mee·tlng with Joe Malone preaching. I recently preach ed in a 'meetlng at Mead's
Chapel' in Nashville, Tennessee.

C. E. McGaughey, 2407 W. Lincoln, Spring-

field, Missouri, · August 28: I closed at Big
;f'lpring, Texas, with eleven baptisms, twen11:y-four restorations and fifteen placing
membership. I am now in a good meeting
.at Clinton, Okla. I go n ex t to Tuckerman,
Ark., where my son, Don, preaches; then to
McKinley, Mo., Lebanon, Tenn., and Mayfield,
Ky.

J. 0. Jones, 1014 Beech St., Little Rock,
Arkansas, September 1: Twe nty-one . were
restored at Bono, Ark. This was one of the
bes t meetings I have ever had a part ln.
The cause in that section is surely growIng. Brother Marshall Carner is doing a
fine work in Bono and' in that part of Arkansas. When ln Little Rock, you are cordially invited to visit us.

S. W. Driver, Nocona, Texas, September
1: The church at Sunset, Texas, has just
closed a very .good meeting with John McCoy of Nocona; preacher, and John Stiles
of Sunset as song leader. Good attendance
with many visitors. One w.as baptized. An
automatic water system, rest rooms and baptistry . have oeen recently installed ih our
building.
Our attendance and conribution
are higher than usual.

ltlnx D. Wheeler:
Any congregation in
need of a song l eader please notice.
A
-song director who has worked the last four
months with one of the larger congregations
1n Ft. Worth will be studying . in Abilene
this next year. If congregation is within
100 mil es of Abilene arrangements could
be made for Sunday work. Reference:
William Pearson, elder of the church 1941
8th Ave., Ft. Worth, Texas.

0. 0. o. Newton, Rochester, Texas, September 2 : I was with the Oak Grove congregatlon In Rains County, Texas, the first
·two Sundays in August, where two were
baptized into Christ. Brother W. W. Willis
of Laverne, Ala., did the preaching and Wilso n Bean led the singing in the meeting
here at home Augwst 12-23 .. Eleven were
baptized and five restored to their first
love. To the Lord be all the praise.

Wm. J. Wltaley, Box 228, Bedford, Indiana,
Augu9t 28: Since last report, two have been
added.
Many visitors attend each Lord's
day service, and our Bible study attendance
has been splendid for Vacation Season. The
special evangelistic meetings in progress
near B edford have resulted in several additions to the various congregatiGns. We are
much encouraged with the Lord's work in
Bedford.

A. Cllester Grimes, 1548 Heights Boulevard, Houston, T exas:
James W. Nichols
of Abilene, Texas, will be with us in a
meeting Octob er 4- 11.
One was baptized
last Sunday, two placed m emb ersh ip on
Wedn esday night and one the Sunday before a long ' with one restoration and one baptism.
Due to a cancellation l will have
time for one more meeting this fall or early
winter. If I can serve you please l et m e
know.

~lerle lUng, Baird,
Texas, September 5:
BrQ ther L eMo ine G. Lewis ef Abilene
C1uistian College conducted our summer
m eeting August 14 - 23. The services wer e
in sp iring. Three adults were added to the
church as the result of the meeting and a
number of contacts m ade that we f eel w!l
can reach. We have been in Baird nearly
two years and appreciate the people in the
church for the efforts they are putting
forth.

W. "\Vnllnce Layton, Box 10086, Houston
18, T exas, August 29: Meetings at Bend and
Big Spring, T exas, r es ulted in 19 responses
to the invitation. Nine of these were baptized, eight restored, and two place<Y membership. I h ave• comp l e t ed one year's work
h ere with the Garden Oaks con gregatio n.
During this year we have built a new au·ditorium with a seating capacity of 500 and
have had 79 a dditions . The church is unifi ed and at work for the Lord.

C. B. Glasgow, Box 906, San Felipe, Texas,
August 30: L ast Sunday I preached at Grub
Hill and Brother ChaneY preach ed at Blum.
There were five confessions and baptisms.
I promised to go bacl< to Grub Hill soon
to preach and ba.ptize . a man and his wife.
Brother George Johnson is teaching the Bible and l eading ·the so~gs. We attended the
services at Brooksh ire this morning wher e
we heard and enjoyed an extra good sermon
delivered by the l ocal minister, Brother
Charlie Metcalf.
Brother Metcalf and I
have been preaching in Texas over forty
years. '· Pray· for us.

W. Hnrlnnd Dilbeck, 1014 Ludwig ·Avenue, Santa Rosa, California, August 26: The
n ew congregation at Sonoma Avenue and
Church Stx: eet in Santa Rosa was opened,
August 9th with record attenpance.
Be~
ginni n g August 10, Brother 0. C. Lambert
of Decatur, Alabama, delivered a series of
l e ctures, which came to a close last evenin g . Brother Lambert is compiling a book
which will include a great m a n y quotations
from Catholic writers.
Such a book will
prove valuable to m e mbers of the body of
Christ, and may be had upon completion by
writing to Brother Lambert.

Jolm W . Pig·g, G unt er, Texas, August 31:
Tom Walker pr eached yesterday to the ,Gunter church with whom were assembled ex students of Gunter Bible College. He vividly sketched the amazing progress of the
church during the l ast fifty years in which
time he has b een pr eaching the unsearchable
rich es of the gospel of Christ. Eugene Mil~
hol'land direct e d the singin g. Th e prayer
was l ed by Paul. Sherrod.
Many others
.'S poke and sang after basket dinn e r on the
campus.
]\1emories, r ealities and furthe~
aspir ations swelled the soul with the ardor
of life."

T. 'Reg·inald Boley, 2825 Avenue E, Fort
Worth 5, ·Texas, August 31: It was our
good pleasure to meet with the Central
church of Christ in Colo-rado Springs and
Glenwood Springs, Colo., on our visits· in
New Mexico and Colorado. The W est Berry
church ass ists the Glenwood Springs church.
Many f ri ends from Texas were there for th"
formal opening of the new building in Glenwood Springs. v'i'e are at home now for
the opening of school ir, Fort Worth. In
the meantime I am visiting Rio Vista where
th e work is improving.
All se.em to be
conc erned about Christian ·development and
spiritual e nvironmen t.
Brother J. C. Cash
was at Rio Vista one SUnday of my absence.

c. ~ Franks, Jr., P . 0. Box 735, Princeton, West Virginia, August 28: After six
year s' work in Greensboro, North Carolina,
see.ing much growth and' advancemen t in
many ways, so m e conditions existing a long
while and some coming to lig ht in th e las t
few months within the eldership there compelled my l eaving after telling them I was
"withdrawing from it to be free, as we are
not in fellowship." Even so, many of God's
most sterling peopl e are there and I am
·sure right will yet prevail.
After being
with the fine grc;>UP in Rockingham, North
Carolina, temporarily this summer I b egin
in Princeton, West Virginia, September 1,
where there is much evidence of real · zeal
and love.

"\V. E. (Dud) Irvine, 5th & Atlantic,' Lon g
Beach, Cal ifornia, . September 1: The gospel
meeting in which I assisted in Shafter and
Wasco, California, resulted in twenty-four
responses to the invitation. There were five
ba)lltisms and nineteen r estorati ons.
My
next nieeting is in Delano, California, and
begins · in October. Th e work at Fifth a nCI
Atlantic in Long Beach appears to be improvi-ng. Since beginning the work here on
'the first oi J1,1n e, fhere have been about
twenty restorations and transfers of membership.
We are centrally located about
five blocks north of the ocean- and five
blocks east of the main stree t of town.
Come and worship with us when vi s iting in
our area.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD

'
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A. E. Wickham, · Coshocton, Ohio, August
Ben West, Lampasas, T exas, September 3:
0. L. Winborn, Bo~ 145, Anthony, New
One was identified a nd t wo baptized; 259 in Mexico, September 4: We plan an enlarged 31: T wo splendid services at the ;East Main
Bible school and 248 at prayer Wednesday program of work for 1954. Two ladi es were Street church yesterday. Yesterday afternoon I attended the service of the all day
night. '
baptized here August 30•.
meeting in Tiverton and heard Brother W .
M. Lloyd Sn<ith, 608 Peardale Lane, LongPaul Soutllern, 1642 · College Drive, Abi- W. Adamson preach a good sound sermon.
view, Washington, September 1:
Brother lene, Texas, September 3: Four were bapPaul T. Dumm, Charleston, South CaroHooGI. ~il.king of Fort Worth just closed tized and two placed membership during the
a meeting with us in which one was bap- Putnam City, Okla., meeting. Following a lina, September 4: One has responded to
tiz ed ,and the chur~h ed ifi ed.
Two were m~eting in Baytown, T exas, I shall return the invitation and h as been buried with h er
Lord in baptism since our last report. We
baptized before the meeting and two since. to my regular work in Abilene.
will attempt. to contact all whose names we
Timothy B. Crews, 11)5 Hardy Avenue, CorW. H. Neill, P. 0. Box 905, Seminole, Tex- receive who are in this locality.
sicana, Texas, September 2:
Three were as, September 1: Recently elders and deaHarold Littrell, Pocahontas, Arkansas,
restored at Cayuga and one baptized at cons were ·appointed to serve the church
Eleven were baptized in the
Groesbeck i'n .meetings in which I did the here. · The elders are W. M. Crismon, W. A. August 30:
preaching. After some loss es in member- Wauson, L. G, Daugherty. The deacons are meeting which closed today at Brakebill,
Wondei."ful interest :was shown by
ship which hurt us at N. Beaton, we pray- Walter Woods, Hor"ace I . Jones, Allison Ark.
-e rfully look ah<>ad wtih hope of making Gainey and Arch Howell. Three have placed non-members. There is much work to be
gains. The losse.s were due to people mov- membership here and one has been reclaimed done yet. I think your paper Is the best in
the brotherhood.
i ng from our midst.
since our meeting closed August 2nd.
J. v. Davis, 101 Cedar Avenue, Dumas;
Texas, September 1: After four and a half
years with the church in Levelland I am
now living in Dumas, Texas.
We moved
here July 17. Thus far there have been thirty additions to' the congregation. A new
buil'ding was completed here · in July and It
is adequately serving our purpose in the
Lord's work. When ypu are in the tri-state
area, we invite you to attend our services.
The church building in Dumas is located at
the corner of 6th and Meredith.

David Fultz, 80·2 N. Dellrose, Wichita 6,
Kansas: There ·were two baptisms on our
last day In Winfteld, August 9th, and two
baptisms in t,he mission meeting at North
Platte, Nebraska, which followed. We enjoyed our first Lord's day with the congregation here yesterday, and invite all to
come and worship with us when in this 1 city .
Our Sunday morning sermon is being broadcast over KWBB for those who cannot attend the morning services. We encourage
all of this area to listen.

M. T. Bishop, 2302 W. 41st, Tulsa, Oklahoma, August 29: Brother G. K . Wallace
-did the preaching in one of the finest meetings conducted here. Every lesson was a
masterful presentation of God's Word. An
:audience of nearly 400 heard Brother Wallace discuss "Things Which Divide Us." ·A
good repres entative number from the Christian churches and from the "Anti" congre·gations here heard the lesson. We are certain that great g·ood will result from the
meeting. Since the last r eport there have
'been four to place mem,bership and two baptisms. Visit us when in Tulsa.
·

Rufus R.. Clifford, Lawrenceburg, T enneslsee, September 1: The meeting with the
Preston Highway church of Louisville, Ky.,
August 16-26, w~.s a pleasant experience.
The crowds were the best to , date for a
meeting for this growing church. One was
immersed and two placed m embership. Laland Jarret led the singing in an effici ent
manner.
Joseph H. Cox, the preacher, Is
doing a splendid work. Our work here Is
setting all-time records in class attendance.
I am in a meeting this week at West Point,
Tenn.

Clifford S. Owens, 1805 River Drive, Nashville, T ennessee, August 3'1': On August 19,
my brother, R. Leonard Owens, and I conc lud ed a ten-day meeting in Lula, Okla.
This was one of the most interesting meetings that I ever had the opportunity to
work in. We a lternated each night with
the preaching a nd song directioll. Twelve
responded to the invitation.
Seven were
baptized and five restored.
One was restored at the Eighth Avenue congregation
during my absence. James E. Bates did the
preaching.

J. Emmett Wainwright, S47 East Walnut
Ayenue, El Segundo, California, September,
2: Seven placed membership with the congregation at 406 East Grand Avenue, , the
past three weeks.
We are prepared to
transact business in the state; and choice
lots are being secured upon which to erect
a building well equipped for every good
work. Long range plans for the new group
<Qemand faith·, hope, and love which coun teract doubt, despah: and fear. I am spend ing the month of September with the church
at 120 North Mt. V~rnon in Prescott, Ariz.

Oliver c. Cuning·llam, 406 Chestnut, Cookeville, Tennessee, August 29:
Tennessee
Polytechnic Institute of Cookeville, Tennessee, a member college of the University of
Tennessee System has invited me to speak
to the students on the opening day of school,
September 24, at 10 A.M. Dean Sharp said:
"This is ' in recognition of the work you
have done and are doing with the stu dents
on the campus of Tennessee Tech." Every
weel<: I conduct a Church of Christ Student
Group Meeting, and last spring there were
72 enrolled.

PINKING SHEARS
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, precis ion made. Manufacturer's Christmas overstock. Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. Order by mail. Lineoln Surplus Sales,
529 lUalu St., Evanston 41, Illinois.
'

Claude lUcClung, 1614 West 2nd St., Arlington, Texas, September 2: I have just
closed a very fin-e and, enjoyable meeting
with the Friendship congregation, near Sudan, Texas. ~re bad six baptisms and about
the same number of restorations. This Is
a rural congregation, but it is composed of
some very fine people, and they maintain a
regular preacher, with a nice home built
for him. Brother E. W. Snow is there and
he is a fine fellow worker, and is doing a
splendid 1job. I am glad to be back with
the work at Mansfield, where I am soon
to conclude three years of pleasant and
profitable work . The church of Mansfield
is composed of some very fine farmers and
professional people, and they are very agreeable to be with.
The cause is growing
throughout this section, and is so much better than _when I first knew ·it, thirty-three
years ago. · It is almost unbelievable. The
pure gospel is now being prQaChed as never
before in th·i s section, and It is bearing
wonderful fruit.

Bill •11-IeCown, 176 Ohio Street, New Braunfels, Texas, August 24: After three and one half years, of pleasant co-labor with the
saints in New Braunfels, I have resigned the
work here and will begin work with the
church at Liberty, Texas, as soon as details
of the move can be~ worked out. The work
in New Braunfels has been gratifying in
most every way and , we commend this
church for the sacrifices that have been
made and the growth that has been attained.
Our leavi-ng here will be filled with sorrow
but we are anticipating a pleasant and hapPY labor with the brethren in Liberty. After
September, my address will be Post Office
Box 201, Liberty, Texas. Thus far no one
has been selected to follow me in the work
here. It was my pleasure on a recent vacation trip to preach for the Conventio-n
Street church in Baton Rouge, La. We labored there ten years ago. I also preached
at Liberty,- Texas, and at Pierce and Baldwin in Heuston. It is gratifying to see the
church at work in every place.

Texas H. Stevens, Dallas 8, Texas, September 4: The Lord has blessed the work
here with several additions, some being
'llaptized into Christ, an.d raptd progress "on
<>ur new building during July and August.
Meetings fn Midlothian and Kemp, Texas,
in which I was privileged to preach, result. -ed in nine baptisms. Brother Ira Douthitt
is to hold tl;e first . me eting in our new
'building January 10-17.
Be sure to visit
with us when you are in Dallas.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 s. !\larks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New Yorll;
WILLIAM N. FRYER--Evangellat
ROGER W. HAWLEY-Evangell•t
Snnday-10:00 A ..u . and 6:00 P.H.
~etlnesduy-7:30 P.l\1.
Phone: PResident 4-4736

FOLDING CHAIRS
OUTLAST ALL OTHERS!
comfort, safety; conven
OVER 10 MILLION IN USE!

Write today for complete facts!
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY, DEPT, 124
901 Broa.dway N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Michigan
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G. B. Womack, C h a tha m , Loui s ia n a , Au gu s t 29 : W e just cl osed a w o.nd e rful m eetin g h e r e w ith Broth e r D. A. Arring ton from
H e m pstead , T exas, d oin g t h e preaching. His
l esso n s wer e so p la in th a t anyo n e co uld see
it, eve n a little c hild:
He u sed th e b e s t
wi s d om we h ave e v er seen presentin g hi s
l ess on s, a nd they· a r e so badly n eed e d a t
thi s miss io n p o i n t . Th e r e wer e t h ree bap tiz ed a nd on e r esto r ed du ting the m ee tin g.
On e was r es t o r ed th e Sunday b efor e • th e
m eeting s t a rt ed, a nd o n e w as b a ptiz e d the
n ex t day a ft er th e m ee tin g clo s ed. We a r e
so g r a t e ful for B r o th e r Arrin g·ton and our
br e thren th e r e for sendin g h i m to us. Th e
worl' h e r e looks e ncoura g i n g .
We hav e
some outside inte r es t a t e v e r y service. W e
pray that th e churc h h er e w ill accompl ish
gr ea t e r th in gs in th e futur e. Pray for th e
work h e r e.
G. S. Westbrook, Box 42 0, Bo nha m, T e x as,
S ept e mb er 5: I c lo sed thr ee year s of w ork
a t P io n eer Park in Lubb oc k, las t Lord's
day . I b a ptiz e d a fin e youn g m a rrie d m a n
from a Baptis t f a mily my las t W e dn esd ay
ni g ht th e r e.
Th e n I b a ptiz e d t wo m o r e,
r es tor ed three an d t wo placed m e mb e r s·hip
th e las t Sunda y I w as the r e . The work a t
Pion ee r Park was v e ry co n ge nia l a nd pleas a nt. W e had s t a rt ed a 90x4 7 ft. :Eldu cation
buildin g , w hich we w ill m ove into s o on . It is
a t w o story bric k w hi c h w ill g i ve t h e m
about t wenty mor e room s . W e h a d a v e ry
s uccessful V aca tio n B ibl e Sc h oo l a nd singin g sch oo l th e las t week · I was th e r e•.' At t e nda n ce increased ever y day. Dam o n Smith
o f Childr ess i ns t r u c t ed in s ing i n g . H e is
o n e o f th e v ery b es t . Mack Gree n way w ill
preach for a few mo n ths at P ioneer Park
a nd then W . R. Jones of Eas t Side w ill
move o ver th e r e.

MODERN
CHURCH
PEWS
Designed for comfort
$4.75 per ft., less 25% unassembled
Write for literature

0. L. HALL'S CA.BINET SHOP
601 West Main
Henderson, Texa s
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RO GERS TO SPEAK IN BIBLE
H a r v ey Chihlress, 152 0 E. Minnehaha
SCHOOL 'flAJ\fPAIGN
Pkwy., M i nneapo li s 17, Mi n n e s o t a : This s um mer I have held mee tin gs in Ogd e n , Utah,
a n d Junea, Alaska. W e b eli eve b o th meetAlan Brynn
ings acco mpli shed so m e good.
I n Ogden
two id e ntif ied themse lves wi t h t he c hurch,
a nd in Ju neau five we r e b ap tized a nd two
aske d fo r the prayers of th e c hurc h . Brother Boy d Fie ld h as been in Jun eau e ight
year s.
Th e r e were n o m e mb e r s o f th e
c hurc h w h e n h e we nt t h e r e, a n d to d a y the y \
have a v e r y nice b uildin g , pa id f or, and a
self- s upp orting w ork.
H e is o n e of the
b est qu a lifi e d m e n I kn o w o f f o r su c h work,
a nd if h e g o.e s t o a new pl ace to b eg in the
wo rl' in th e futur e br e thr e n s hould rally
qu ic kl y to his s up j:JOrt.
A. W. Chism, 415 H.i g hla nd Park, L e banon,
T e nn essee , Au g u s t 30 : Th e Hi g hla nd Church
of L e ba n on e nj oyed a f in e gosp el meeting
A ugu st 2- 12 w ith B roth er S te r l W a tso n of
S t . Louis pr eachin g an d B ro t h e r H a rold
Jones di rec tin g th e s in g ing. Th ese men are
both o uts t a ndi ng in t h e ir labo r s a nd their
wo r k h e r e s h a ll n ever be .f o rgotte n.
Five
wer e bapt ize d a n d o n e r eclaim ed in this
effo r t w hic h was p rece d ed by a t e n day
vacat ion sch oo l.
W e regr et th at Brother
Wat so n w as ill du r in g this meet in g , however, hi s p ower f ul p r each i ng was not affected in th e l eas t.
W e pray f o r him a
speed y r ecovery a nd a f uture v isit to Lebano n if th e L o rd w ill s i t .

Clif ton Rogers
C li fton Roge r s , m in ister of t h e well - known
Pr octor St r eet congregation of Port A r thur,
T exas, w ill spealc Septe mb er 13 a t all ser v J. '\Villnr<l Mo rrow, 220 3 Azle Avenu e, N.
ices of t h e Broadway Chu rch of ClJi'·i st of F t. Wor th , T exas, Au g u s t 18 : Five r es pondLub bock, T·exas. '. rhis w ill b e a part of a ed the ln.st ni gh t of th e good mee ting at
cam paign by the Broad way congregation t o Bai ley He ig h ts in Dallas.
Two were for
i ncrease enrollment and llttendance at Bible membersh ip, two wer.e resto r ed and one w a s
stu dy. Attendance has been averaging be - baptized. Brother Marvin Walker, the fa ithtween 1000 and 1100 throughout the summer ful and eff icient mi'nister, hel ped m.uch in
months and a goal of 140·0 has been set for these services. Fine number of preach ers
Sunday, September 13 .
and others visited i n the meet i ng. We a r e
---0--in a good meeting th is week at Fairf iel d
Prospects are goo d
J , DaYitl Taylor, Gould, Oklahoma, Au - southeast of Corsicana.
gust 31: Brother Bi ll Carmack of Lawton, for a successful meet ing here. Bro the r
Oklahoma, closed a wonderful series of Richardso n is lead i ng the splendid son g
meetin g s here last Su n day n ight, a week services. More late r about this and othe r
ago, the 23rd . T hree f i ne a,dult people were meet ings.
bap tized and one fi1\e man with great in L . Ar nold '\Vntso n , 7350 Chas e, D.earborn,
fluence came back to d uty . We have nev . er h ad · so great crovrds h e r e the brethren Mich igan , September 4 : Six were bap t ized
say of o u r own r el ig io u s neighbors.
Bill and one restored in m y m eet ing a t Lon e
Car mack has bee n serv ing Fl orida Stqte Oak, Paducah, Ke ntuck y . Ke n neth Edwards
Un iv e r sity as ass istant S peech t ea·c h e r t h e is the local p r each er an d di d a sple ndid job
las t two years, I b e l ie v e, a n d h e h as ha d i n p r epar a ti o n a nd w o r k durin g t h e m ee ting.
s ix year s of d eba tin g in s ch o ol wo;;J<:. H e I a m to r e tu r n in 1955 . Th ese brethr e n ani s truly a w ond e rful prea ch e r an d a t end e r t ic i pate a n ew buil di n g w ithin th e coming
h eart ed C hris tia n . W e g iv,e Q od t h e praise year , w hi c h th ey n eed b a dly . J ohn D. Cox
w ill co ndu c t o ur fa ll m ee ti ng n ex t mqn th,
and g l ory f o r thi s w ond e rful m eeting.
Octo b er 11- 21, a n d I s h a ll be w ith the Fount a in Sq u a r e church, India n a p o li s, October
26- Nove m ber 4. Our b uildin g exp ansion is
mak ing r apid progr ess a nd we h ope to have
t he u se of it by Nove mb e r 1.

Warren-Ballard Debate

Essentiality of baptism discussed. Contains material on the Emphatic Diaglott and Oil the inspiration of Mark 16 :9-20 that is found
in no other book. Pris:e- $2.50.
MORMONISM-EXPOSED back' in print, same price-2.25.
WALLACE-HUNT DEBATE on instrumental music ready for delivery soon. Send jn your money and we will ship the book just as
soon as it comes from the press. Price-$2.50. (Hunt would not correct his speeches and other things prevented us printing this book
sooner).
Order fromTELEGRAM BOOK CO.
608 Peardrale Lane
Longview, Wash.
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HERALD OF TRUTH
ABC N·e twork 1:00 P .M., Sun.
Sermon: Sept. 20, " A dult
D elinquency."
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Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

Forrest hunlap Public Seating Co.
Rl-3595

DALLAS

2126 Jackson

·

Tuesday, September 15, 1953

FIRM

Evertt Huffnrd, Box 1 55, Idalo u, T exas,
Septemb e r 2: We have just closed a good.
meetin g at Bula, Texas, with seven .responses, five of which were baptisms. ·Brother Bill Blackstone did a wonderful job directin g the s in g ing. Brother Norman Warren is th e ir efficient preacher. Our m eeting
at L orenzo c los ed August 16th and resulted
in tw.o baptisms and two restorations.
Broth e r Lewis Hale is do in g a splendid job
as preacher ther e. Our meeting here with
Broth e r Dean Brookshire doing the preaching r esulted in thr ee baptisms. Previous to
rt:hat we cond u cted a meeting at Becton,
Texas, w ith one baptism as visib le result.

William H. Hnle, Cheyenne, Wyoming,
September 1: Since l as t .report I have con ducted a fine meeting in Longmont, Colorado, where Brother Wayne Kee is the minister. Brother Kee is certainly doing a fine
work there. He is just abo ut the hardest
working preacher I nearly ever saw. H e
drives for mil es out in the country and
picl(S up people and brings ·th e m to the
services, and is doing something to advance the cause all the time such as painting and putting up s i g ns, and visiting delinquent members , and many other things
for which he d ese rv es a lot of c r edit. The
church there has great possibilities for a
13uccessful future. The church here in Chey'
Curtis J . Torno, JU.D., Devine, T e xas, Sep- e nne, Wyoming, is now i "' a good :Oeeting
tember 3: Th e work of the church at De- with Brother Oscar Smith, of T exarkana,
vine is progressing. · Our Bible sc hool at- Arkansas .
Anyone passing through Cheytendanc e r eco rd was set r ecently at 98, and enne stop and worship with us.
should increase with school reopening. Th e
breaking of the drouth sh ould h e lp the furBen FutreiJ, . 2210 N. Dayton, Phoenix, Arither growth of th is young work here too. zona: Two years ago I w as forced to give
• For the past e ig ht weeks th e contribution up the work with the Southwest ch urch of
has averaged ove r $100 week ly. Everyone Christ here in Phoen ix due to ill health .
i s e n co uraged. We w ill have a gospe l meet- Six months ago I began to improve and
ing beginning September 20 and running have been preaching extra here in the Valthr ough September 30, w ith Brother W. E. ley of the Sun. The kingdom seems to be
Coffman of Sinton, Texas, doing the preach- spreading in this vicinity. I preached for
ing . . The church at S inton is helping With the church at Glendale, Arizona, the fifth
the meeting as a mission effort. All are Lord's day in August with f ive additions;
invited.
one baptized, two restored and two by trans-
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fez: of membership. All of wh ich we give
God the glory through Christ. I am looking forward to a pleasant meeting . w ith the
Northside church in Ma.y field, Kentuc ky,
(my· home town) beginning October 18-31.
I hav.e decided that 1 w ill on l y preach extra
and hold meetings, and 1a m now booking
meetings for 1954. Any congregat ion, large
or small, d es iring· my serv ices may write
me at the above address or call me at AL
42762 Phoenix.
All letters and calls will
be promptly answered giving references and
time that I have available.

Robert D. Bankes, 810 Houston St., Kilgore, Texas, September 3: Last Lord's day
brought to a close one of the best meetings
eve r co ndu cted by the Houston and Broadway church.
There were twenty-two responses.
Fourteen were
baptized,
five
placed · m embe rship a nd three confessed
wron gs.
Brother V. E. Howard did the
preaching in his capab le and forceful way.
Broth e r Foy Baird, our r egula r song director led th e congregati onal singin g. We are
h e lping to support the "Gospel Hour" heard
ov e r XEG, 1050 on your dial, at 9:30-10:00
each Sunday night.
I will be with the
church in Vidor, Texas, in a meeting September 14-23.
A. C. Willl:uus, Box 757, Sand Springs,
Oklahoma, .A-ug u st 31:
One baptism, one
r es toration, a nd two place d membership yesterday a t Fifth and Garfield. Our open air
m ee tin g at Prattville was attended well. We
think the people over this area are becomin g more a nd more aware of the possibilities of such endeavor s . Brother Roy Lanier
begins a meeting with us . October 18. Our
recent daily school was encouraging in every
way. Of the children who attended, many
came from homes of non-members. L e t us
have names and addresses of your fri~nds
or relatives who may live in or near Sanct
Springs.

By LUKE MILLER

Clauile C. ~lcQ,ui<ldy, 219 North Grand,
Sherman, T exas, August 29 :
Wednesday
night, August 26, I closed a profitable meeting h e r e w itJ1 th e Grand Avenue church of
Chr ist, with George H. Stephenson of Memphis, T e nn,, doing· the preaching.
Vi s ible
results were nine baptized, two restored and
two identified with this congregation. The
church here was e dified and inspired by
the forceful and p la in way that Brother
Stephenson presented the truth . It was a
pleasure for us to work with Brother Stephenson in this series of gospel meetings.
Since last reporting, I have been in m eetings in Van Alstyne, Jaytown, and Howe,
Texas. Visibl e results were five baptisms
a nd five r esto rations . We solicit' the prayers of -God' s peop le everywhere.

Popular Negro Evangelist of
the Church of Christ

COMMUNION BREAD . FOR SALE

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday 10 & 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
Thursday-7:30 P.M.
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A WORTHWHILE BOOK

PLAIN SERMONS
A Series of "Gospel Sermons"
Delivered at Austin, Texas
Interesting biographical
sketch. These sermons
are filled with pathos
and are beautiful in
their simplicity an d
strength, and rich in
homely convincing' illustrations.
Stenographically reported. No preacher can
get' along quite. as well
without this new, latest
B o ok
of
Sermons.
This amazingly suNessful evangelist has already baptized more .than 2;000 people.

Price only 50 cents
Firm Foundation Publishing House
Austin, Texas
Order Form
Send me ,................... copies, Miller's Sermons.
Name ................................................................... .
Address ................................................................
Amt. Enclosed $...........-··········-

• 10:00 A.M.

Bible Classes,
Worship,

11:00 A.M. and 2:00 l'.M.
7:30P.M.

Wedn~sday Bible Study,

WORSHIP WITH US

We k eep on hand regularly a supply of
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small pack age and thr ee of the packages to the · large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
ind ef init ely . Every congregation should have
on hand a good suppl·y at all times. Price:
Large cartons , each, $2.35, postpaid.
FIR!U

FOUNDATION PUIILISHI~G
Uox "i7, Austin 61, Texas
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B. E. Bawcom, 926 N. C st., Arkansas
City, Kansas, September 4: We are enjoying splendid growth here with eight having been baptized ' and two placing membership within the las t month. Our Vacation
Bible school is well under way with fine
attendance. Our fall meeting starts November 8 with Harmon Black of Detroit, Michigan, preaching.
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Artllu.:- L. Golden, P. 0. Box 365, Perryton, Texas: Our me e ting closed with a full
house. Lee E. Rawlings of Burbank, Californla, did the preaching and it was of the
b es t .
Exc ellQI!lt Inter es t was mani fe sted
both lo cally and regionally.
At least 23
congregations were represented during the
series of preachin g the gospel.
Brother
Rawlings worked with this congregation for
four y ear s and is loved by the Christian
people and respected by all. Th e Perryton
con_gregation is a fine littl e church to work
with and we loo lt forw ard to a good work in
the future.

E. G. Kessler, Blackwater, Missouri, Augu s t 31:
Our m ee ting here with Brother
Wi)so n Wallace of Dallas, Texas, doing the
preaching and Brother Gary Moore, Columbia, Missouri, directing th e song service,
will b eg in September 27 and continue e l even or twelve. days. A cordial invitation is
B. C. lUcCnrley, Holland a t Third, Galena
extended to all. Today comp letes three and Parlt, T exas, Saptember 3 : On the 16th of
one-half years with the church here. We Au g ust I c lo sed two and one-half year's
exp ec t to be m a king a change in the near work with th e Santa Rita church of Christ
future. Anyone desiring my services may in San ,Ange lo, Texas. On that day there
write me a t the above a ddress.
we r e three add iti ons.
During the time - I
was with them we had two hundred and
J . JI. ltlcBroom, Nashvill e, Tennessee, Sep- twenty -thr ee additions to the congregation
t ember 1: In th e past six weeks four good and raised the contribution to almost fo ur
people haye placed membership with the hundr ed dollars per week. On the 23rd I
Green Hills church of Christ, Hillsboro Road closed a meeting with the Forsan church
and Castleman Drive, Nashville, T ennessee, with good attendance, but no add i t ions. On
and two men have been baptized.
After the 24th of August I b~gan work with the
four delightful years of work with this Galena Park chu rch, and on Sunday the 30th
cong rega tion, I a:
locating with the South there was one baptized. We will begin ' a
Miami church of Christ in Florida. Brother meetil:i.g on September 13th in which I will
We would be glad to
Dorriss Billingsley will succeed m e a s min- dB the preaching.
i ste r of this n ew a nd growing church. My have you worship with us when you are in
new address frorp. this date will be 6236 this area in our new auditorium l ocated on
Holland at Third Stree t .
S. W. 69th Ave nue, South Miami, Florida.

TH:EJ LATEST AND BEST SONG BOOKS FOR THE CHURCHES AND
PROTRACTED MEETINGS
"Majestic Hymnal," cloth .....:.·----------··· ·--------------------------------············--·--·······-----··-- ........... $1.00
''Majestic Hymnal,'' Leatherette ···-··-··-· ---··------·················-- ---------------··---- -------·------·-·--·---------·80c
"New Wonderful Songs," Muslin ____________ Copy, 65c; Doz. $7.80; 100, $65.00
"New Wonderful Songs," cloth ____________ Copy, 75c; Doz. $9.00; 100, $75.00
"Our Leader'' ----------------------.,-------Copy, 35c; Doz. $4.20;
"New Ideal Hymn Book," DeLuxe, cloth _____ _ Copy, 75c; Doz. $9.00;
"New Ideal Hymn Book," Muslin, cloth ______ Copy, 65c; Doz. $7.80;
"Greater Gospel Songs," cloth ______________ Copy, 60c; Doz. $7.20;
"Songs of The Reaper, No. 2" ______________ Copy, 15c; Doz. $1.80;
"SDN THEORY," Rudiments o! Music ________ Copy, 35c; Doz. $4.20;
"Majestic Hymns" -------------------------------------·-··-------------··Copy, $1.00; Doz. $12.00;

100,
100,
100,
100,
100,
100,
100,
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$100.00
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Jesse c. Eubanks, Lu eder s, T exas, August
31: I preach ed for the ch urch at T ahoka,
yesterday in the absence of their minister,
Doyle Kelcy. I once lived at Tahoka, before ·moving to Lu ~de rs, a nd sti ll have many
friends th ere. We had good crowds at both
services, and the in terest in the Lord's work
seems to be high and the church is growing in spite of th e prevailing drouth. It
was a pl eas ure indeed to m ee t again with
old friends of p ast years, and with brethren in the Lord who are so inter es ted in
carrying on th e Lord's work.
Cecil E. Hill, 1111 W es t Mulberry, San Antonio, T exas, August 28:
Last Sunday I
began my e ighth year as the preacher for
the Beacon Hill congregation of this city.
Duri"n g th e past seven years ·the congregation has m ade definite and substantial progress. Tpe material progress is very easy to
describe but it is believed tha t the sp iritual
progress is even more important. During
the past two years we have selected elde rs,
b uilt a modern and spacious auditor ium,
purchased the land and provided a la rge
parking lot and in stalled a forty • ton unit
air conditioner.
The congregation has a
very good Bible school program and it is
our plan to give more and more at t ention
to this phase of our work . One of the most
interesting and pleasant phases of our work
here is the large number of young people
who participate in the ac tiviti es of the
church. We have a rather l arge numb er of
the military personnel to work and worship
with us. Our progr ess is du e to the aggressive leadership and th e co operation of the
congregation. Visit with u s when you visit
in San Antonio.

DOCTOR "WA.NTED

Having r ecently lost our Doctor to the
great beyond we are anxious for a zealous
memb er of the church of Christ and an M.D.
to locate h e re. If int eres t e d, write Elders
C~urch of Christ, Moran, T exas.

~
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0. M. Reynolds, Box 242, Leakey, Texas,
Au g ust 30: The work of the Lord h ere is
moving along in a most excell ent m a nn e r .
One fine man was r es tored las t Lord's day.
The Lord willing, I b egin a two Sund ay
mee ting with Brother Russell and the Carrizo Springs church September 20. Brother
Russell will pr each here while I am there.
Sunday, October 4, we begin a two weeks
meeting here with home forces in charg e.
Plan to visit us when · near. This section
about L eakey has had fine rains lately, the
first to amount to much in about four years.
Dnle Sexson, Box 474, Andrews, T exas : I
just returned hom e from a m ee ting with the
Northside church in Colorado City, T exas.
Fourteen were baptized, two were restored
and much interest was created. Of the six t een, twelve were m en, thr ee of whom were
formerly Baptists, one being the son of a
Baptist preacher. One of the l ad ies was a
Baptist. H ere at Andrews one hundred and
one have been a dd ed since January 1 of thi s
year. We are having .two services on Lord's
day mornings to accommodate the crowds.
The attendance has increased all summer.
A new audito-rium will get und er construction soon. It will b e one hundred feet by
fifty-two.
Our pre se nt auditorium will be
converted into much needed classrooms.
Jolm Richard Pack, Town Hous e, Madi sonville, Kentucky, August 29: I am t eaching in the Hopkins County Schools during
1953-54 school term. I · attend the services
at the congregation where Brother 0. B .
Perkins preach es. B.rother Perkins has done
a fine job here. He has a daily broadcast
Over WFMW, 9:25 A.M. He has also held
several mission meetings in this community.
Much good has been done and continues. This is a true-to-the-book church.
I have two Lord's days open each month and
can visit any small group within 150 miles
of Madisonville. I can fu;nish refer ences.
The church here is :tt peace and growing.
I am a member of the local congregation
her~
\
I

William F. Lemons, 90'6 W es t lOth Street,
North Platte, Nebraska, August 29:
The
church here just concluded a m ee ting and
Vacation Bible School. David Fultz of Wichita, Kansas, was the speaker. H e was sent
by th e church in Win f ield, Kansas, where
he just concluded a p eriod of l abo r. Two
were baptized during the m eeting and inter est .was good. Attendance at Vacation Bible
School was between forty and fifty.
We
hop e to b eg in our building soon if our building fund continues to grow as it has in the
past few months.
Christian f amilies are
e ncouraged to move to North-· Platte and
assist in th e work of the Lord. Write if
you are int er ested in secular employment
here .

------·------------------------

R. c. Ledbetter, Calera, Oklahoma, August 30: Leon Savage, the man who did
the preaching in our August meeting sent
in a report to the Firm Foundation, but I
want to add these few lines. My wife was
in the ho s pital at Mineral Wells, Texas,
at the time, and just about the time the
meeting closed, Mrs. Durwood Owens, our
only daughter entered the hospital in Abilene, Texas, where she underwent a serious
operation.
As t o the meeting I will say
that it was a success. The preaching was
far beyond the average. Leon Savage is
among our outstanding young preachers. I
think I have never e njoyed preaching mor e.
No church will make· a mistake in using
Leo·n Savage.
I am always thinking of
G. H. P. Showalter who has always been
thoughtful and considerate of the young
preache rs.
Walter W . Leamons, Junction, T exas, S e ptember 1:
Attendance in the m eeting at
Millersview, Texas, increased from night to
night.
Bro ther T. B. McNeely, of Doole,
Texas, was the .song l eader and it was our
third meeting together at Millersview.
Brother A. J. Woodress is the veteran, faith ful leader of th e church there. H ere at
•.renth Street church on the one Sunday that
I was away th ey had all-day m ee ting.
Brother W. 0 . Di ak erson, of Roosevelt, Texas, spoke at the morning service, and Broth·er A. A. Bannowilky, of Cleo, Texas, at
night. The afternoon singing w as conducted
by Brother Lewis J e tton. Brother Chesley
Dunning, of Grand Prairie, Texas, wlro was
reared here, rendered encouraging assista nce in the services last Sunday.

CHURCH OF CHRIST AT
RUNGE, TEXAS
WANTS PREACHER
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J, Lee Hines, 217 S. First Avenue, Paden
City, West Virginia, Sep tember 5: The
Moundsville, West Virginia, m eeting, being
interrupted on account of ·the passing of my
wife ana of my own hospitalizatio.n, resulted in · two being baptized and two being:
res tored. After one week's rest, I began a
t ent mee ting at Shiloh, West Vi~gini a, August 17th, continuing about two weeks,
which resulted in one being baptized, onefrom the United Brethren and three placing membershi~. A church was established:
which began its work Sunday, August 30th.
Paden City church furnished the preacher,
the son q director and much of the audience,
but is not "sponsoring" the work.
Many
of the brethr en from Paden City assist this
young church. September 7th I am to begin with the Mt. Zion church, near Woodsfi e ld, Ohio.
October 6th I am to be in
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, then . November
2nd I am to b e at Wick, West Virginia.
Paden City church is starting a radio program September 6th to b e each Lord's day
at 9 a.m. to 9:30. Question and answers,
under title: "Cl ear and Cloudy." Station
METZ (1330 ki.) New Martins ville, West
Virgini a. Brother Chas. Wells is to be my
co - work er on this program.
The Paden.
City church is v e ry scriptural, has wonderful s1nging and much talent.
The West
Virginia hills are echoing with the gospeP
13tory at the present time.

MAJESTIC HYMNAL
"And I said, Glh that I had wings of a.
dove! Then would I fly away, and be at:
rest" (Ps. 55:6).
'
After reading these precious words, tui·n
to Song No. 1 in the "Majestic Hymnal.' ~
-Austin Taylor

A
Runge Church of Christ is in need of a
preacher as of November 1st. We prefer
a married man between the ages of thirty
and fifty years. We have a two-bedroom
home, unfurnished, rent free, size of congr egation approximately 65. Size or :(>OPUlation of town a little over one thousand.
Anangements can be made for a trial
sermon by writing or' calling D. E. Lyons
or A. P. Myhand. No one n eed to investigate unless you are contemplating a move
from where you are.

I\~E.W

EDITlON

GOSPEL
Sermons
We have just printed
a new edition of
"GOSPEL SERMONS"

By R. N. HOGAN
Evangelist, Churches of Christ
Brother Hogan is known far and wide
and is scarcely less esteemed and appre:ciated by the white people than those of his
own race. Thousands have heard him in
his wonderful appeal to the people, and
t.housands have been converted to Christ
through the delivery of his Great Sermons.
Every friend of the cause of Christ and
every member of the churches of Christ
should have a copy of this great book. It
!s a large book of sermons of 245 pages.
$1.00 per copy, prepaid

WRITE FOR LITERATURE

mum;s EOIIIPJ1ENT CO.Belton, Texas
._ · ··

.l

Order from:

Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77.,, Austin 61, Tt;s:as

Page Sixteen

FIRM

Tuesday, September 15, 1953

F 0 U N D-ATI 0 N

Special SUmmER SALE
''THINGS ·TO

on

CONSIDER'~

Few books, among the many that are now being offered for sale, will bear a favorable comparison with this
New Book by W. M. Davis, our first page editor. The second thousand has now been printed, and the hundreds
that have bought, "T~ings To Consider" are profuse in their praises of the contents of the book. This is the
Book for the home of every Christian. For the evening in the home, if you want something that will interest
you, that is filled with encouragement, consolation, comfort-and that will make you feel like you want to live
a better ilfe, to cling to the Sa:vior and do his will, please note the contents of this book and see that a copy
finds a place in your home. The regular price is _$3.50 per copy. But here is «?ur Special Sale" offer-

"THINGS TO CONSIDER"
ONE COPY

$3.00

TW0 C.0 PI ES - ---------------------------------- 5. 00
FI VE C0 PI ES ---------------------------------- 10. 00
1. THE PRICES ARE POSTPAID provided you send remittance with order. Why not have four others join you for the
purchase at the lowest rate of $2 .0 0?

vided into special subjects. ~·o illustrate we give you here
the contents by subjects of chapter 8, on "CHRISTIAN LIVING" :

2. NO BETTER BOOR co uld be selected for a special gift
to each member of your class~

1. "HO\V ARE YOU LIVING," 2. HIGHER GROUND,"
3. "THINGS OF FffiST DiPORTANCE," 4. "WITHIN AND
WITHOUT," 5 . "THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD,"
6. "STUl\IBLING BLOCI\:S," 7. "WOOD HAY STUBBLE,"
8. "WANDERING STARS," 9. "SWIFT TO HEAR," 10. "BRIDLE YO UR
TONGUE,"
11. "THE DOUBLEi\fiNDED
JUAN." "12. "EPISTLES OF CHRIST," 13. "THE MODERN
JUDAS," "EARNEST PRAYER."

.

3. NOTHING IS l\IORE SUITABLE as a birthday or wedding gift.

4. VERY APPROPRIATE as a gift to father, mother, or
to husband or wife.
THE BOOR CONTAINS 11 chapters, each chapter subdi-

CAN YOU THINK OF ANY BETTER READING FOR YOUR OWN PERSONAL BENEFIT?

u

R

-L
Post Office Box 77

-·-.

ATI
HOUS
Austin 61 1 Texas

-

..

O,.N
F RMF0uNDATI 1884
Vol. 70, No. 38]

I~

-

-

1953

Austin, Texas, Tuesday, September 22, 1953

.[$3.00 Per Year in Advance

National Weekly, World-Wide in Mission, Definite in Policy-the Defense ot the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Safhta. Under Present Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord ~o..-eth
them that are his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)
~~~

W. M. DAVIS
Running In Vain'
Paul admonished the Philippians in these words, "Holding
forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ,
that I have not run in vain, neither labored in vain." When · a
man or a horse loses a' race, he has run in vain. To run in
vain means to fail in what we attempt to do. The man who
makes the race for governor of his state, but is defeated, has
run in vain. In his writings, Paul frequently contemplated
life as a race that is run. His chief yearning and aspiration was
to complete his earthly pilgrimage with joy.
Concerning this matter Paul said, "I therefore so run, not
as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air :
but I keep under my body, and bring it into S)lbjection : lest
that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway" ( 1 Cor. 9·:26, 27). It is unfortunate
that so many in our time are satisfied with running uncertainly. Paul carefully followed the course marked out for him by
the Lord. Of the obstacles that beset his way he said, "But
none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy" (Acts
20:24). And at the end of the way he said, "For I am 'now
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4:6, 7). Paul died in the full assurance
of faith, and had no doubt of his personal acceptance with
the Lord. Ln a few instances Paul had doubts as to the safety
of his converts. He said to the Galatians, "I am afraid of you,
lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain" (Gal. 4:11).
Men run in vain wh en their chief object is to make a show
of their religion. They may give liberally, they may help the
poor, and do many wonderful works, but if it is for the praise
of men instead of ihe glory of God, they run in vain. And if
good works are done in an unscriptural way, those who do
them run in vain.
The Church and Denominations
Many who know little or nothing about the Bible think of
the church of Christ as a denomination. In the New Testament
we learn what the true church is. We cannot learn this from
.any other source. I heard a denominational preacher say one
time that the true· church in a community is not always the
same church. He declared that the church that advances the
best interests of a community is the true church in that place
-sometimes it is one church and in other places it is a different
church. That is not really good "sanctified common sense."
'The church that wears the scriptural name, that makes con-verts according to the pattern given in the Acts · of Apostles,
that is organized only in a scriptural way, and that conducts

the worship the way it was conducted in the days of the apostles, is t_he ti"'Ue church in any community. One that does not
do this is not the true church in any coir)munity. One cannot
say that he is a member of the true church when the one he
belongs to is not I'Ven mentioned in the Bible. All churches
governed by human creeds ins.t ead of the Bible are denominations. They cannot be true churches. It is unreasonable to
think of the church of Christ being subject to a human creed.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Christian Unity
Elbridge B. Linn
Is .the unity of, professed followers of Christ desirable and
possible? I llm not the first, nor shall I be the last, to charge
that the shame of so-called "Christendom" is its confli~ting
doctrines, differing practices, unscriptural behavior, and sectarian spirit. Can it be that .the people who profess to trust
in the same Savior, obey the same God, and believe the same
Bible . are yet holding tenaciously to different man-made creeds,
and organizations and party-names? Leaders in religious denominations throughout the country have admitted the shameful truth. From time to time outstanding men, representing all
religious views, have spoken and written against the evils of
denominationalism. To overcome this weakness among professed Christians various schemes have been presented, and
tried toward "Christian union," but without any fruitful re- ·
suits. It is an undeniable fact that littie more has been accomplished than a spi:r\t of indifferent tolerance. But most
tragic of all is the development of an attitude rather general
throughout the country and most frequently recognized by this
statement: "Oh, it doesn't make any difference what people 1
believe just so they are conscientious!" This seems to be a
very popular statement, but it does · not solve the problem. In
fact, it makes a contribution to the problem, for it avoids the
embarrassment and keen responsibility of facing the issue presented by religious division among people who call themselves
Christians .
The questions therefore arise, "Does religious division 'make
any difference to God'?" "Is God pleased with sectarianism?"
Unity of the followers of Christ is the will of God rather
than division, because divisions do violence to the Biblical truth
of the unity of the Godhead. God, Christ (who as the word
became flesh and dwelt among men, Jno. 1:14), and the Holy
Spirit were perfectly united in their plans and purposes in
the creation of the world and o:f man. The:,r are agreed in the
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great work of redeeming sinful man. They are perfectly in accord as to the conditions of salvation, and as to doctrine, worship, government, and work of the church of Christ. All the way
from the begi~ning of time to the consummation of the ages, '
there is perfect unity in the will of the Godhead. And yet, to
1
support" divisions among those trying to follow the Lord, men
have set one passage of scripture .over against another, as if
to array Christ against his 'Father, or the Spirit of God against
both . the Father and the Son! Here one man says, "Well, I
know that Christ spoke of bdptism when he gave the Great
Commission; however, I read other verses of scripture where
salvation is mentioned and baptism is not." Of course, this person is interested in ignoring baptism as a condition of salvation and even if it means ignoring · Christ, or God, or the Holy
Spirit in some other passages, IGNORE he must! Does it not
occur to you, friend, that teaching concerning faith, repentance,
obedience, prayer, etc., cannqt be found in every verse in the
Bible. We conclude, then, that one must take all that the Bible
teaches upon a given subject. To do otherwise is to do violence to
God's truth. It is to wrest the Scriptures unto our own destruction. But, divisions among professed Christians can be
supported only by taking parts of the Bible and rejecting the
rest. This does violence to the unity of God, Christ, and the
Holy Spirit, and must be displeasing to the divine will!
Divisions among professed Christians veil .the appeal of the
gospel of Christ to the lost. Think how wonderful the truth
of God must seem to that man or woman who has been lost
in the darkness of ignorance and superstition, befuddled by
pagan philosophies, enslaved by sin! Then comes the light of
truth to banish the darkness and point the way to God. Then
comes Christ into the believer's life to free one from the •
bondage of sin. Such was the experience of the Galatians. The
apostle Paul held_ up the crucified Christ before them, and
they gladly received him and his gospel. Then, judaizing
teacqers disturbed them from the peace and simplicity foijnd
in Christ. Paul had to write the epistle to the Galatians to
win some of these new converts back to Christ. They had been
led away by false and conflicting teachings. This very thing
is happening now on the "foreign mission field"! I preached
the gospel in Japan before World War II. I saw the fruits
of denominationalism. Many of the Japanese people concluded
that Christianity was "just another religipn." They saw sectarianism just as they were acquainted ~ith the .Various sects .
among Buddhists and Shintoists. But they could not see Christ
for the churches! Denominationalism · veiled the inherent appeal of the gospel of Christ. And, in our own country, where
the influence of Christ should . be the greatest, many people
have been turned away from Christ because of sectarianism.
Others have referred to leaders in some groups as "religious
racketeers." Now, this is not the fault of God's plan for his
church! This is one of the fruits of denominationalism. The
urgent appeal of the Gospel to the lost is drowned by the loud
cries of the conflicting doctrines of sectarian churches. SURELY, THIS CANNOT BE THE LORD'S WAY!
Divisions among professeQ: followers of Christ obstruct an
·honest search for truth. What must that person think, who
does not know the teaching of the New Testament? He is
made to decide that it is a VERY difficult matter to understand the Bible. Since the leaders of the many different denominations cannot be united in doctrine and in practice, HOW
then can their followers? The ultimate result of it all is then
expressed in these familiar words: "Well, we just cannot agree;
it is impossible for everyone to see the Bible alike. We are
all going to the same place after all; each man will have to
choose his own road to get there!" Such an attitude is a deathknell to all unprejudiced truthseeking. People ,become satisfied with whatever satisfies them. The idea never occurs to
them that they ought to find o~t what satisfies God, and then
do that. God is left out. Who will affirm that the Lord can
be pleased with either this attitude, or its cause?
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pivisions violate plain Bible teaching! This is a serious
charge, but it will be proved. At your first opportunity, you
should read again 1 Corinthians 1. Here one learns that the
church in Corinth was suffering from divided sentiment which
had resulted in open co~tentions. Actually, the church was
on the verge of splitting into four ·groups. Three of these
groups were exalting men, and without divine correction, might
have split into three denominations. Now, some people today,
who do not mind denominations which exalt and follow men,
might not have been concerned over the state of affairs at Corinth. However, heaven was concerned! The Holy Spirit inspired
P11-ul to write: "Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment"
(1 Cor. 1 :10) . Friend, do yoti appreciate the significan'c~ of
this passage of Scripture? Christians are exhorted in the
name of him who died for us, and into whose name we were
baptized, to do 'the following:
(1) speak the same thing (a teaching denied by sectarianism)
(2) have no divisions among us (a deathblow to denomimltions)
(3) but be perfected together in., the same mind and in the
same judgment (a thing declared by men to be impossible,
yet required by God.)
The inspired apostle Paul taught- the church in Rome to
"mark them that are causing the divisions and occasions of
stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and
turn away from them" (Rom. 16:17). Our Lord Jesus Christ
prayed, "Neither for these (apostles) only do I pray, but for
them also that believe on me through their word; that they
also may be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be in us: that the world may believe
that thou didst send me" (John 17:20, 21). Men have forgotten this prayer for unity, have built up conflicting denominations, and part of the price which must be paid for this
sin is an unbelieving world! Of the early church Luke wrote:
"And the multitude of them .that believed were of one heart
and soul" (Acts 4:32). Paul wrote to the Ephesians, "Keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph. 4:3). In
the face of all these Scriptures, and our Lord's prayer for
unity that man who thanks God "for the many churches, for
the many ways to h eaven" is miserably ignorant of Bible
teaching, or is wretchedly presumptuous! GOD IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR RELIGIOUS DIVISION. HE IS NOT
PLEASED BY IT!
Friend, have you ever prayed the prayer which Jesus taught
his disciples? (It is found in Matthew 6 :9-13) . In this prayer
Jesus taught his disciples to pray : "Thy will be done, as in
h eaven, so on earth." Many people say this prayer, not so
many pray it, and fewer still are those who practice it. I
suggest you try this. The next time you are talking with
some neighbor, or friend, ask if anyone believes that in heaven
we shall still be divided, that there will be differing denominations, creeds and names. He will probably reply, "Why, of
course not! We shall all be one over there." Now, if we admit
that in heaven there will not be any of these human divisionsthat this is God's will-consistency demands that either men
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cease to pray what they will not practice, or that they do the
will of God on earth by pleading that men will lay aside creeds
and be united on _God's word!
This unity of believers in Christ is not only desirable, not
only REQUIRED BY GOD, but its basis is set forth in God's
word. In Ephesians 4:1-6, the inspired apostle Paul urged
believers in Christ to "keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace," and declared the possibility and NECESSITY of
Christian unity upon this -basis: "There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is over all, and through all, and in all" (Eph. 4:4-6).
Christian unity· is made possible upon this foundation, and
upon none other.
Divi~ions among those who follow Christ are unscriptural,
displeasing to God, and those . who practice such will be condemned, for, divisions violate the unity of the Godhead, divisions veil the appeal of the Gospel and obstruct an honest
search for truth, di'visions are contrary to plain Bible teaching, divisions nullify the prayer of Jesus for unity of believers
in him, and divisions among believers make their prayer:
"Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth" nothing more
than hypocrisy and mockery before God!
"What wonderful love I see,
God sending his only Son
To die on the tree
For you and for me,
That we might all be one."
Austin, Texas.

Report From The Church Of Christ
For The Deaf
C. J. Harcrow
A church of Christ for Deaf was established in Austin in
September of 1952. It began with a membership of some thirty
including both· hearing and deaf. To date fifteen more members have been added by baptism and twelve have placed membership.
The church for the Deaf bega-n meeting in the auditorium
of Fulmore public school where services were held until an
auditorium was erected at the corner of Newton and Elizabeth
St., adjacent to the Texas School for the Deaf. Services were
h eld in the new auditorium the third week in February. Due
to difficulties in conducting Bible classes to the best advan•
tages, the members of the congregation decided to add a number of class rooms at the back of the auditorium. This work
was begun in July, 1953, and is practically completed at the
time of this writing. Efforts have been made to complete
the work by the beginning of the school year when we expect
to have better and more extensive programs of work in order
to t ake care of boys and girls who will attend from the Texas
School for the Deaf.
Financing the Work
In the October 14, 1952 issue of the Firm Foundation, Bro.
Ben Holland presented the purposes, program, and objectives
of this congregation to the brotherhood and appealed for funds
with which to erect the church building. At that time the
cost of the building was estimated at $20,000,00. Part of ·this
cost was covered by a group of Christians who salvaged materials from an old church building donated by members of the
church at Young's Prairie, South of Elgin, Texas. The appeal
to the brotherhood brought in a limited amount, which was
supplemented by congregations visited by members of the
church for the Deaf. Additional funds were contributed by
individuals who have visited the services of this congregation.
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Below is a list of the churches and individuals who have contributed to this work:
Bro. Arthur Stewart ................................................ $50.00
Sis. J. W. Acuff, Georgetown, Texas ................ $550.00
Bro. Vance Fox, Austin, Texas ................................ $50.00
Sis. Jennie Petty, Ballinger, Texas ........................ $20.00
Bro. R. Conn ................................................................ $10.0Q
Bro. Clarence North, Austin, Texas .................... $300 .0~
Individual members of the Northside church of
Christ in Austin, Texas .................................... $25.0(1,
Individual members of San Marcos St.
church of Christ in Austin, Texas ... , ........... $56.60 ·
Bro. C. J. Harrison ................................................... $25.00
Bro. J.D. Covington, Fort Worth, Texas ........... $100.00
Bro. J. C. Beddo, Ballinger, Texas ........................ $50.00
College church of Christ of
Abilene, Texas ....................... ~ ......................... $100.00 ..
Church of Christ, Lampasas, Texas ........................ $51.60
Church of Christ, Aransas Pass, Texas ................ $25.00
Church of Christ, Uvalde, Texas ........................... $15.00
University church of Christ, Austin, Texas ........ $175.81
Church of Christ, Florence, Texas ...................... $45.00
,
,
($5.00 monthly) )
Church of Christ, Bianco, Texas ........................... $50.00
Sis. Myers of Indianapolis, Indiana ...................... $75.00
Bro. T. H. Etheridge, Alpine, Texas ......................... $50.00
Sis. Ollie Schoolfield, Austin, Texas .................... $15.00
TOTAL ............................ $1,282.41 .
The Northside Church of Christ in Austin also gave two floor
furnaces.
The actual cost of the building and seating to the date of
this writing is $8,100.00. Additional cost to complete the
classrooms is estimated at $500.00. The members of this congregation borrowed $4,000.00 from the bank which is the total
indebtedness at present. Thus the cost of the building is being
borne principally by the congregation itself. The total estimated value of the property a s it now stands is approximately
$22,000.00.
Obviously the building has actually cost much less than was
anticipated due to a number of factors. In the first place, all
the materials have been furnished at wholesale priees. Bro.
Wilhoite of the Austin Lumber Co. furnished all of the lumber
at cost. Bro. Loyd Myers of Myers' Plumbers furnished plumb.ing materials at cost. Bro. Clarence North of North's Glass
Co. furnished all casem'e nt windows at cost. Seating 111aterials
were furnished at cost by Dobbins Lumber Co. Construction
has been under the direction of Bro. Ray Damron and Roy
Frazier.
In addition to this type of reduction in cost, individual members of the churches of Christ in Austin have· contributed a
great deal of labor . This contribution has probably been the
chief reason for the inexpensive construction. The members of
the church of Christ for the Deaf sincerely express their appreciation for every contributiort to this work whether in money
or by labor.
Program of the Congregation
The program of this congregation has included regular worship services and Bible teaching each Lord's day morning,
Bible Training Class conducted in , the sign language for the
deaf and h earing each Lord's day evening at 6:30 P.M., evening
worship at 7:30 P.M., and mid-week services each Thursday
evening at 7:30 P.M. A revival meeting was held in May,
1953, with Bro. H. I. Taylor of Austin doing the preaching.
Services are conducted in both oral and sign language. Sermons and songs are interpreted in the sign language. On
occasions, prayers are led orally and in the sign language
simultaneously. At the mid-week services, t alks are m-ade by
both hearing and deaf men and boys. ·special efforts · are
being made to provide opportunities for every individual male
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to participate actively in the services. Considerable attention
i.'s b~ing given to the training of interpreters and to preparmg young- men for public services. All hearing members are
)?Utting forth much effort to learn the sign language so that
~Y can help with the tremendous task of spreading the
: gospel to the deaf. From September through May of each
--year special efforts are made to pr6vide spiritual "training
~ :fior students who attend the TeXas School for the Deaf.
--Plan;:; al'e being made to conduct special services on _the sec' nnd Sunday in September for the deaf people. Bro. Loyd
"'Williams will preach at this service at 3:00 P.M. Bro. Williams
:tis now a student in Abilene Christian College preparing for
"the ministry in the field of the deaf as he, himself is deaf. He
is already preaching once a month at Lubbock, Amarillo,
Gainesville, and Abilene, Texas. He is a very promising young
man and he is being gTeatly helped and encouraged by his wife,
Barbara. They are both working to defray expenses . while
Bro. Williams attends college.
The minister for this congregation is Bro. Ben F. Holland.
The leaders include: Bros. 0. D. Alexander, Ray Damron, Roy
Frazier, Roy Griggs, C. J. Harcrow, Odie Howery, Clifton
Mears, aJJ.d Logan Wilson. Bro. R. R. Massey is treasurer.
His address is 400 Congress . Ave. Those interested in this
work may send contributions to Bro. Massey.
311 West 42nd, Austin, Texas.

Training Preachers
,,.,

Roy V. Palmer
"The things which thou ha~1t heard from me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall
be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2).
As the church of God, the salvation of the souls of men is
our chief aim. In God's plan the Gospel is the power to save,
and only where that Gospel is t aught and preached by faithful men, can others be won to Christ and b?rilt up in him.
Qne of the most important t asks of the chureh, therefore, is
to prepare men "who shall be able" to preach and teach the
word of God effectively. Of course, the responsibility · to
prepare oneself for larger service in the church rests in a
great measure with each individual. Moreover, every Christian .has a responsibility wherever he is, in the home, in a
Christian college, or elsewhere, to do all he can to help fellow
Christians develop into more effectiv~ servants of God.
But the church in her program of work should not overlook
t he fact ·that 'she has a responsibility in this regard. We have
sometimes assumed, I think, the attitude that if we tell people what the Bible says, we have fulfilled our obligation.
When our desire goes no further than to fulfill what we hold
to be our "obligation," then of course, this attitude is natural.
But Christ expects us to do all that we can, and not. as little
as possible, in carrying the Gospel to the world. Jesus did not
send the apostles out merely to t ell, but to teach, to make
disc-iples, i.e., learners of all nations. Teaching can only occur
where learning is in process. Therefore 1t is necessary for one
who would t each or preach to concern himself not only with the
message, which of course is of primary importance, but also
with means and methods of teaching as well as with hun1an
nature and human circumstances. This idea has been often
stated in simple lang·uage. To teach, one must, know wha.t
to teach, how- to t~ach, and those whom he would teach. This
is just as true of preaching.
The responsibility of the church is affected by these facts.
A systematic program of training for young men and young
women to prepare them a.'$3 Bible teachers or as preachers of
the word lies, therefore, within the scope of scriptural activity
·of the church.
Any discussion of training young men to preach, of "training preachers" !'Vokes inevitably the fear of a developing
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"professional clergy." The term "professional clergy" is often
used loosely to designate a variety of evils, · which are real
indeed. It should not be used to stigmatize that which is a
part of the plan of God for his church. It is quite clear from
the New Testament Scriptures and the example of the Apostles
that God intended for the church to support men that they
might "give themselves wholly" to the Lord's work. The
danger of "professionalism" is real, but the real factor involved
is not training, hqt insincerity. That a man who has had
opportunity for systematic study is more likely to be insincere
than another who has not had such aR opportunity has never
been proved. I heard a much older preacher .than I once say
that in his observation "professionalism" was a much greater
danger among "untrained" preachers than among those who
had had more formal education. It should be remembered just
here, that formal education is by no means the deciding factor
whether a man is "trained" or educated or not. Many have
prepared themselves fil.l' better than others have been prepared
through much formal education.
The fear of a. developing "clergy" is actually the fear that
preachers will dominate the churches. This is a 1 real danger,
but' here again, it is not a matter of training, but a question
of recognition of 't he plan of God for the organization of . the
church. To eliminate men of great ability from preaching or
to limit the amount of preparation and study and breadth a
preacher might acquire would not solve this problem. Only
devotion to God and the principles of his word can overcome
this danger.
No faithful gospel preacher wants to see a "pastor system"
or "professionalism" grow in the church of our Lord. But to
plan a course of study for young men to help them acquire
the tools for doing the Lord's work is certainly our privilege
and our obligation as the church of God.
It has been recognized for a long time that in the mission
fields especially, the future of the church and the spread of
the gospel depends upon our ability to win to Christ and help
develop "faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also."
In the beginning of the work in Germany, therefore, we began
makin,s;; plans for a program to fill this need. We were thrown
into a unique situation here, which offered a great opportunity.
The economy had collapsed. Many young men were seeking
some possibility to continue their study beyond high school,
· but opportunities were scarce. We were able to contact many
of these young men with an offer to attend a three-months
Bible training program. These boys were made no promises
except the possibility to study the Bible for three months .
During the winter of 1948 and '49 we had our first year of
this Bible training school. Some of the boys were, converted
through their study in this program, and those who showed
promise ·were invited to stay and study longer. A three-year
program of study was outlined with the intention of helping
the young men who proved worthy to lay a thorough foundation for future service in the church.
Our program of study has been conceived from the beginning
as a work of the church itself. Although.,it became increasingly
difficult to find young men of character willing to spend three
months or longer studying, we have had between 15 and 20
studying each year. Most of these boys and girls stay 4% to
9 months and then return to the congregation from which they
came to help in teaching Bible classes, etc., and will take up
their jobs which they left, or get new ones. About ten young
men have studied three years and are now preaching the
gos.pel to their own .people in various cities in Germany. The
first group of seven young men to complete three ·years of
study finished shortly after I returned to America in 1951.
It has been a wonderful inspiration to return to Germany
after two years and to observe the great progress which they,
along with some of the boys who studied in America, are making. We have about 12 young German preachers who are
capable and zealous artd well prepared to preach the gospel.
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One of our young preachers has just completed a tent meeting here in Frankfurt. I have heard many preachers in many
meetings, but I have heard only a few I think did any better
in preaching the truth. This was a real thrill to experience.
In our Bible training program we have tried to give the students an opportunity to study those things which would serve
as tools in doing the work of the. church. The Bible, naturally,
has been our main study. In addition we have studied church
history, Greek and Hebrew which are the original languages
of the Scripture, Bible Geography, ~inging, sermon preparation
and delivery, personal work, etc., world religions, apologetics,
and English. In the church work here English is a very valuable tool since our brethren have no body of literature in German, and with this tool the German leaders can have a
bridge to the restoration movement, its history and literature.
We conceived this work as a work of the church, and we have
offered courses in only those things which would contribute
directly to preparation for the work of the church.
The church in Germany has made great progress in six
years. There are sixteen German congregations spread out
in many cities. There are eight assemblies of American
brethren for worship in English. Our abiljty to continue the ·
spread of the Gospel and to hold the advantages gained will
depend largely upon our ability to "commit to faithful men"
the mess_a ge of life and to help them make preparation for
carrying it to modern men !n a modern world.
Frankfurt, Germany

J. ';..,
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If Feeling Is Evidence

I

C. A. Buchanan
If feeling right is evidence that we are right with God then
everybody who feels right is right. The idol worshipper is
right. He f eels right because he has been taught that this is
right. If feeling is a safe guide then we may reject the Bible
when it contradicts our feelings.
If feeling right makes us right, then all who feel right are
right, nt> matter how much their doctrinal beliefs may differ.
Any thinking person can see how absurd this would be, for it
would make every f alse doctrine right and all contradictory
theories right.
·
Not only is this popular and fatal theory grossly absurd and
misleading to many honest souls, it also contradicts the plain
. teaching of God's word. "There is a way that see;neth right
unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov.
14:12). "The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he
that is wise hearkeneth unto counsel" ( Prov. 12:15). The apostle Paul wrote, "I know nothing against myself, but I am not
hereby justified" (1 Cor. 4:4). Paul had learned by his own
experience, as well as by divine inspiration, that having a
good conscience is possible to · one who is grossly wrong. Concerning his past life he wrote, "I verily thought I ought to do
many things contrary to the name of Jesus, which things I also
did" (Acts 26 :9, 10'). Paul's feelings led him wroi}g, and made
him "chief of sinners," even while he was living "in all good
conscience toward God" (See 1 Tim. 1:15; Acts 23:1).
A man can know by his own feeling what he believes in his
own heart, whether he is honest or not. He knows if his conscience ·approves or condemns, but this does not settle the
question of how he stands with God. "If our heart condemn
us not we have boldness toward God" (1 John 3:21). There are
thousands of deluded souls today who have great "boldness
toward God," while steeped in the grossest of error. They have
been taught that it matters little what your creed is if you
are honest in your belief, and live a good, honest, clean life.
God's word gives no support to this belief.
"The way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). "Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a. light unto my pathway... The opening of

thy word giveth light, it giveth understanding to the simple"
(Psa. 119:105, 130). "From a babe thou hast known the holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation"
(2 Tim. 3:15). "The law of the Lord is perfect converting thesoul" (~sa. 19:7). And the holy Scriptures furnish the ma:n,
of God unto every -good work (2 Tim. 3:16, 17-) . "According as'
his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue" (2 Peter 1:3).
The word of God is the only · accurate regulator of man?s;
conscience. Man can know he is right with God only to Ore:
extent that he knows he is living in harmony with the re-vealed.
will of God.
Glen Rose, Texas.

The·Sixty-Sixth Annual Meeting
F. L. Paisley
The first nine days of August were those of the sixty-sixth
annual camp meeting at Nolanville, Texas, on the church's own
camp grounds. For two-thirds of a century throngs have gathered there, and some of the most widely-known gospel preachers have proclaimed the word during those years.
Each day's activities began with a "devotional service" at
6:30, lasting about twenty minutes. That's a fine hour to sin_g,
"Early In The Morning Our Songs Shall Rise To Thee." That's
a mighty fine time to mean it! Then there were classes at
9 :00. Brother T. J. Ruble, preacher at Belton, taught a claS.s
of high school students a well prepared series of lessons. Sisters
Lucas of Nolanville and Seals of Belton did excellent work wtth
younger children. At 10:00, Brother R. C. Bell of Abilene, lectured on the Philippian letter to adults. His experience, age, and
richness of spiritual thought were appreciated duly. He has
specialized in the Epistles of Paul. He knows Paul and the
Christ Paul served.
At 4:00 each afternoon there was a panel discussion of the
strongest objections usually urged against the church and the
gospel plan of salvation. This writer played the roie of the
objector, stating as it for himself the hardest objections he
has heard. Sometimes the objections were given in somewhat
cutting language, then any who desired were given time to
remove the criticisms and place the truth in opposition to the.
unfounded objections. This proved to be a profitable class, even
if some· did not understand at first why the director was so
opposed to the church!
At night the preaching was done by Max R. Crumley, then
of Temple. He was at his best and height in clarity and eloquence. The truth was preclaimed in power and simplicity.
Christ was exalted, preached as once a divine h1:1man on ear14,
crucified and buried, and now risen King of kings and Lord of
lords. The terms of pardon that Christ announced were dearly
set forth with the convictions characteristic of Max R. Crum-.
ley. I have not heard better preaching
of the gospel of .the
.

.
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PAUL'S LATER LIFE AND LETTERS
A Workbook in Thirteen Lessons InclU<fing a Study of

First Timothy; Titus and Second Timothy
For Young People And Adults
The only workbook of its kind· known to us on these
Epistles. Brother Frank J. Dunn, a successful worker
with young people in the Bible classes and a fine gospel preacher has · done an outstanding piece of work in
the preparation of this workbook. Owned and handled
exclusively by Firm Foundation Publishing House.

35c Per Copy
FIRM EOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Lord. The immediate results were far less than the merits of
the preaching deserved. Brother Crumley returns next year
for similar work.
Yes, throughout the day there were song drills for the chilf~~J.t by Palmer Wheeler of Waco. He has been there several
:ye:a1·s .'Aild is an expert with children. He is a hard worker~an excellent director of songs and hymns.
Erother Joe Sprot, most elderly man in the Nolanville con. gregation, is due special mention. He was about the most prominent man on the grounds, though the least conspicuous. Sevrenty fears ago he had confessed his Lord under that same
~~~l'nacle . After many years of faithful proclamation of the
"gospel of Christ, his steps are sfower n~w, hi s form slightly
bowed; but his heart and s.pirit are high-his courage unabated.
He is a tower @f strength in the community-his aged companion right by his side,.-two saints just waiting for the call
to come up higher.
·
Sacred memories cluster around the old tabernacle at Nolanville.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS,· VOL 2,
THE EPISTLES
Romans T.hrough 2 Thessalonians in 30 Lessons
Introduction
New T estament Lessons by Granville W. Tyler, covering the
entire New T estament in 92 lessons, three volumes (LIFE OF
CHRIST AND ACTS, Vol. I, 32 lessons; THE EPISTLESRr>m. through 2 Thess., Vol. II. 30 lessons; EPISTLES AND
REVELATION-! Tim. through Rev., Vol. III, 30 lessons),
are desil!'ned to teach, not something about the Bible, but the
Bible itself. These lessons have been used by the author .· in
mimeograph form with gratifying results.
Questions are asked that may be answered from the New
'i'-estament. Adequate space follows each question for a clearcut answet·. Answers to all questions may be found in the
scripture references given at the beginning of each lesson.
'l'hese lessons should (1) help to familiarize one with his New
T~stament, as he turns back and forth to find answers to the
qnestions, (2) give one an over-all view, and a f air working
knowledge of the New Testament.
How To Use These Lessons
1. Most effective method: Lessons should be carefully filled
out by students between class periods, and answers kept clearly
in mind for class recitation. Lesson sheets are removed from
b.ooks (notice perforating), taken up by the teacher at the beginning of the class. The teacher should cover the lesson in
class asking each question, giving each student an opportunity
to. explain his answer. Due credit should be given for every
proper answer--even if it is not worded just as the t eacher's
answ~r. Lessons should be accurately gr~ded by the instructor,
maTking each question missed, and placing the percentage
made in the designated place. The graded lesson sheets should
be returned promptly to the class at each successive meeti"g.
Such a method proves ch allenging, interesting and ·prof;+,\ble.
2. If the teacher sees fit: These lessons may be used as a
workbook. Each lesson should be filled out carefully before
class time. Lessons may be graded by the class, under the direction of the teacher, during the class discussion. By this
method the books may be kept intact without' removing the
lessons.
Prices:
Single copy --·-·--·--·--·----··-······-···---- $ .50
Five or more, per copy ................ .40

,,

Order from:

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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Report On Encampment
Fifth annual Payette Lakes encampment closed July 31 after
breaking attendance records including the largest youth participation in the history of the northwest event conducted by '
Christians in this region. Attendance was strong from Oregon
and W.ashington as well as representatives from Utah and
California .
Two hundred and four persons under 21 years of age registered during the seven days of the encampment, and more
than 400 persons attended part of it.
Dr. Frank Pack, of Abilene, T exas, was principal speaker for
evening lectures on Program and Planning, while he an(;} Mrs.
Pack taught classes in the morning study periods on teacher
training and personal work. Fourteen young persons were baptized at sundown following evening meetings in the magnificent setting on the big Payette Lake. Hubert Derrick of George
Pepperdine College taught young peoples courses.
Paul Shira of Nampa was general camp manager with a
teaching and operating staff of 25 assistants. At a business
meeting late in the week it was decided to set up complete
plans for next year's camp at the same time, last week in
July. Dallas Harris of Boise was chosen camp manager for
1954 with Gerald Bristol of Nampa · as educational director.
Improvements in the camp facilities were promised for next
year with an additiop of modern plumbing, more bunk houses
and dormitories, by the Quaker organization, owners. Discussion of building a camp owned by the church members participating consumed two business sessions, but no decisions
were made except to continue renting the Quaker Hill (Payette
Lakes) camp which is financially a bargain. Costs to individuals
which have been kept at $1.00 per person registering and $1.00
per day for food and whatever cabins, tents or other facilities
are available were ' favored to remain the same so long as possible. Some predicted lowe;r operating costs in the future, since
food contributions were harder to obtain this year with late
growing seasons in the region. Food contributions have made
possl.ble the exceptional low costs for the large and well balanced meals served by volunteers among those atte~ding.
Operation by volunteers has been the order since the beginning
of this encampment. The owners furnish one caretaker and a
h ead cook included in the rental for the camp. An available
site was reported on for a permanent camp in Wallowa National Forest (Oregon), but no decisions were reached.
It was the decision to continue to emphasize elements of
church growth and Christian living in the main lessons and
lectures, with a plan to obtain one or more leading elders from
churches with a large and effective program of work to lead
the studies in .1954.
GRAND JUNCTION, TENNESSEE
· A small group of Christians started meeting in a private
home in Grand Junction, T ennessee, in April, 1950. Later they
moved to the City Hall where they are still meeting at 3:00
p.m. each Sunday. Marvin Rainey of Middleton preaches twice
per month and George Marshall of Sommerville the other two
Sundays.
I preached in a meeting there for seven days beginning
August 24. They had eight faithful members before the meeting. From 150 to 200 people attended each night. Four were
baptized, one r estored, and one member was found not far
away. One of those baptized was a Methodist and an6ther was a Baptist. The meeting was conducted under a tent and George
Marshall l<Jd the singing in a fine way.
Thebe brethren need help on their building. They have a good
lot on the main highway and want to build as soon as possible.
For further information write: John Sasser, Middleton, Tennessee. Send contributions to T. H. Shappley, Grand Junction,
Tennessee.-W. A. BRADFIELD.
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M. Norvel Young
What .Does The Bible Sayl
A KING ALMOST PERSUADED TO ACCEPT CHRIST?
The coronation of Queen Elizabeth has drawn the world's
attention to royalty. The coronation ceremony emphasized the
fact that even kings and queens must acknowledge Jesus Christ
as Lord of Lords and King of Kings. Paul stood before King
Agrippa in Acts 26 and preached the gospel of Christ to him.
The king answered with these words: "Almost, thou persuadest
me to be a Christian."
Whether King Agrippa said this in all sincerity . or with a
.touch of irony we do not know, but we prefer to think that he
was actually moved by Paul's plea to consider seriously this
step. Paul answe1;ed by saying: "I would to God, that not only
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost,
and altogether such as I am, except these bonds."
Paul w;~s not ashamed of the gospel for it is the. power of
God unto salvation to kings and princes as well as to slaves.
God is no respector of persons. No amount of wealth, no posi-

t~on

of honor among men, exempts us from our obligation to
obey Christ. Yet, the very simplicity of the gospel of the
cross is a stumbling block to many. I Paul _pu,ts it thus: "For
ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called .."
( 1 Corinthians 1 :26). We are called to Christ by the gospel,
but it is hard for those who are exalted in this world to humble
themselves in obedience to Christ.
May I make a special ap·p eal today to those who are in high
places to "deny themselves and take up their cross" and follow
Christ! Do not let your pride in achievement or position
prevent your inheriting eternal life. Governors and kings, millionaires and presidents must all stand before God's judgment
bar!
.
1
So far as we know Agrippa never confessed faith in Christ,
never repented of his sins, never was buried with Christ in
baptism, never started in the "Way." Perhaps he was nearer
to the kingdom the day Paul preached than ever again.
1 Are you almost persuade(} to become a Christian? Then
why not altogether before the devil tempts you to procrastinate? "Almost is not enough." Surrender completely to the
King of Kings and Lord of Lords today . .

'

An Admission
John Allen Hudson
George A. Campbell, a noted Disciples of Christ preacher,
writing from Los Angel~s for the Christian-Evangelis-t under
date of March 31st makes. the following statement:
"Mr. George Pepperdine, the owner of the Western Automobile Supply Company, has founded a college here. He is of the
church of Christ, the group that does not have an organ. I
ha,ve heard enly good words .of Mr. Pe:pperdine, but how happy
if Chapman and Pepperdine Colleges could join forces. It
takes a mint of money to keep a church college going these
days, and quite a few of them are not going to survive.
"Isn't it strange thalt we are having such rich fellowship
with the churches of Christ in Great Britain and Ireland, and
little or none with ·those of our own land? And isn't it equally
strange that those of the Mother Country i do not have touch
with those of America, for they are very similar?"
In the foregoing Dr. Campbell has made admission that
they do have fellowship with the .British churches of Christ,
and he also admits that they are not alike. Of c.ourse, they
are not alike.· The Disciples of Christ practice :n;any, many
things that the Britiih brethren would not have, such as opep.
church ' membership, candles on the Lord's table, vested choirs,
junior churches, ridiculous schemes for raising money, women
preachers, week-day observance of the Lord's Supper, etc.
But the disciples cover these things when they go to England.
They go over there as deceivers, trying to corrupt the British
brethren. Their fellowship, of which he brags, · is mostly onesided. It has been forced on the British brethren so long until
some of them have come to like it. Yet there is some sixtyfive percent of the brethren in Great Britain as yet uncorrupted by such influences. Thank God! May they stand firmly
for ~the truth.
It is also observed by Dr. Campbell that it is strange that
there is practically no fellowship between churches of Christ
of America and the churches of Christ of Great Britain, since
they are so similar. Now it is strange. Why have we been
asleep all these years, while the disciples have sought to get
in their corrupting work? It is hard, if not impossible to
explain. But now that I . went over last year and gave to

many thousands in England the uNderstanding of the position' 'and standing of the church of Christ in America, I am
persuaded that there will be others to go, .and thus we shall
come into our own in that fellowship which is our just due.
There are several good men who are now planning to go.
Again, thank God! I know that the Br~tish brethren now need
us to help them to fight this monster of digression, which we
are whipping in our own land.
·
Another thing: Dr. Campbell says it is strange. that the
disciples, while having fellowship with the British, have been
having none with us, the church of Christ, here in ,America.
Well, it has been deliberate on the disciples' part. They have
consistently ignored us for a goodly number of years as being
of no consequence when, lo, we suddenly loom upon the horizon
as a great and powerful people, able to build and to maintain
colleges, five of them, orphanages, nine of them, and otherwise to show ourselves a vital and militant people. The worm
h as turned. Now many of the disciples members are turning
to us, and even many preachers. ·The disciples are finding
that they cannot ignore us farther. And so for the past two
years from coast-to-coast the disciples have been approaching
us on the subject of unity. The great body of the church of
C!trist will have nothing to do with the disciples unless they
consent to lay down their innovations and return to simple
New Testament lines of organization and work. ·
The corrupting influence of the discfples on the British
churches is very insidious, and yet it has had far less influence
in the British Isles than in New Zealand and Australia.
It was a great pleasure for me to be allowed to bring
thes·e matters before the brethren in the British Isles, from
John O'Groat's t~ Land's End. I preached in London, in Kent,
in Warwickshire, in Yorkshire, 'in Sussex, at many places in
Scotllfnd, about Edinburgh and Glasgow and in Ireland.
During the next ten years, if we help them, we shall be able
to save much to the cause in England. Let us to the battle!
Box 5, Rosemead, California.
Westminster Study Edition of the Holy Bible, with
ConcQrdance and Maps, and exceedingly instructive ana.lysis of the- entire Bible, together with
text, 'nearly 1800 pages ---------------------- 10.01)
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas
Box 77
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EDITORIAL
THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN
The first dispensation was patriarchal, not matriarchal. The government, the rule, was through patriarchs, not matriarchs. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job,
Noah, and all the other primitive rulers of people were
men. Sarah, the wife of Abraham, was undoubtedly
one of the greatest' and best characters of her•time,
yet she "obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord." Abraham was ruler of his household, and such was the office and duty of all the leaders in the appropriately
designated . "patriarchal dispensation" of the world's
history. The priority of the creation of man is used by
Paul to infer his superiority in .a certain realm. "For
Adam was first formed, then Eve." This is given as
a reason for Paul's previous statement, "Let a woman
learn in quietness with all subjection, but I permit not
a woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man,
but to be in quietness" (See 1 Tim. 2 :11-13). Also it
will be recalled that when th~ Lord chose a leader to
direct the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt,
Re selected a man for this work. Joshua succeeded
Moses as the leader of Israel. All the great prophets
were men, though it is true that many women prophesied. Their position was subordinate. When Christ desired to select twelve ·as his special representatives to
the world, he selected men. All the apostles were men;
no women among them. The bishops and deacons in
the primitive churches were men. The word "presbuteroi" (elders) is always in the masculine ·gender wheJ!
the reference is to the bishops of the churches. Though
the term is used with reference to women, the "elder"
women were never, in New Testament time, designated
as "elders" in the sense of bishops of the .churches.
From the foregoing it is clear that God designed
to commit the leading of the affairs of the people to

Fruits Of The Network Broadcast
James D. Willeford
The question is often asked, "What are the visible results
of the network broadcast?" On the basis of the evidence at
hand we estimate the number of baptisms to be five thousand.
Doubtless there have been many more baptisms of which we
have not h,eard since no effort is· made. to get congregations to
report them. The responsibility of the Highland elders extends
only to the point of preparing and presenting the program.
The work of further · teaching the prospects and of reapin-g the
harvest is left entirely to local congregations .over the lartd.
But the fruits borne by the radio program ' extend far beyond
the number of baptisms. The program is helping scattered
members to locate addresses of congregations and many
negligent members are being reclaimed by the teaching of the
Gospel. We r eceive 111any letters worded in the same vein as
the following: "I wish to take this opportunity to thank you
for sending us the names of those who request material from
you. The most recent of these was an ·old friend of mine from
my home congregation, and he has promised that he will begin
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G. H. P. SHOW ALTER, Edit<?r

men. This. does not mean nor imply that women are
· not to assist in the Lord's work. It supplies us with
premises from which we may reason legitimately, logically, scripturally, in regard to women's place in society and in the church, for while God has placed certain restraints upon woman in regard to her field of
activity, it is undoubtedly true that she has a scope
of work that either cannot be done, or cannot best be
performed ·by :inen. Some women accomplish more
than many men in the church, some accomplish very
little, but it is not because of any undue restraints
that are placed upon them so far as their work in the
church is concerned. I do not think there is ·as much
danger as many suppose in women's pushing themselves fo,ward into positions in the church that they
are forbidden to assume in the Holy Scriptures. There
may be some danger along this line. I think there is
infinitely more danger in women's neglecting to be
actively engaged in what the Lord requires of them,
and what they are capacitated efficiently to P.erform.
In the range of educational affairs, especially as it relates to training for this life, women figure extensively. There are more women teaching in the public and
private schools of the country than men. They are doing this work acceptably to the state, to society and
to religious people. This brings to our a!ttention one
of the principal way~ in which worn~ may do efficient work. SomE!one raises the objection: Did not
P aul say, ' 1I suffe; not a woman to teach?" True, Paul
said that. He also insists "that . . . wom,en . . . be
teachers" (Titus 2 :3). Are we to conclude that Paul
contradicted himself? It is just as important for us
to urge that women teach as stipulated by Paul, as
it is for us to urge that they do not teach, as stipulated
by the same high authority. They should teach except
where divine limitations are imposed.
working with the group here although, he has not been attending anywhere recently."
The teaching done through the network is helping to build .
faith in 'the Bible and it is letting the "man on the street"
·know that churches of Christ are true to the Book of God. We
receive countless letters like this one from Mrs. Effie V.
Crowder of Elkridge, Maryland: "I want to tell you I had been
wanting for quite awhile to help support a program that really
preaches the 'truth' but never found what I want~d until I
found the 'Herald of Truth' about a year ago. Also through
it I found the church I have been looking for, for a long time."
The program is helping to break down prejudice toward the
church and to prepare the field for sowing the seed in virgin
&oil. The statement of an outstanding gospel preacher, who
was sent to North Dakota, for a mission meeting, is typical
of letters we receive. He said, "I wanted to write you, because
we believe that the Herald of Truth broadcast in Grand Forks
is largely responsible for the kindly recepti~n we had. Never
haye we preached to people more unprejudiced. Never have we
seen the people listen so attentively, or with such evidences of
delight in learning the truth."
The network effort is helping to build attendance in thou-
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sands of congregations. A recent letter from Arizona illustrates the point we are making. The correspondent said, "We
have enjoyed hearing the Herald of Truth and believe it has
done good here. Perhaps that is one of the -reasons our old
building became too small to seat all the people attending
services."
Since the program began we have sent to congregations the
names and addresses. of 62,250 people who requested sermons,
or . asked questions. The extent of the h arvest will be determined largely by what you do to further teach these people.

The Great Northwest
Dear Brethren: The great NorthweS/t is somewhat a virgin field, and is in
need of more workers in the cause of the Lord. The great
Columbia Basin is a very promising field, and is growing in
chUJich activity. Congregations are now established in Moses
Lake, Ephrata, Othello; and now at Quincy, the youngest in
the Basin.
The churbh in Wenatchee assisted the Moses Lake congregation until they were able to carry on their own work, and now
they are . able together with the church here, to assist the
Othello brethren.
Our latest · re~ponsibility is to assist thJ brethren at Quincy,
Wash., and to sponsor Bro. J. 0. Golphnee, evangelist, in his
labors there. Quincy is about 30 miles from Wenatchee, and
is a thriving agricultural community. There are about 15
:r;nembers at presen.t, with a desire to 'enlarge the borders o:f
Zion.
Bro. Golphnee is a man of God with many years of experience
in the pioneering field. He began labors in 1915 in the State
of Montana, and did a great work in that state. The past several years he has labored in the state of Washington, laboring
with the church at Yakima, and the Cascade congregation in
Wenatchee.
Accepting the work at Quincy on faith, with a very small
income promised from tlte brethren there, they have · asked the
Elders and the church here to assist them, which we are most
happy to do. We unhesitatingly endorse Bro. Golphnee and
make this special appeal to you. Will you also b.elp in this good
work?
Send your col).tributions c/o Elders, Church of Christ, Okanogan Ave. and Kittitas St., Wenatchee, Wash., or send direct to
Evang. J. 0. Golphnee, c/o Henry Carr, P. 0. Box 824, Quincy,
Wash.
Elders: Henry Otto, Homer McKee, Jesse Faris; Minister,
Seth E. Rehkop.
. References:Yakima Church of Christ-Elders
Cascade Church of Christ, Wenatchee Elders
Jesse P. Sewell, Harding College, Searcy, Ark.
Geo. S. Benson, Pres., Harding College, Searcy, Ark.
Evang. J. C. Bunn, Port Orchard, Wash. .
Evang. Rue Porter, Neosho, Mo.
G. H. P. Showalter, Austin, Texas

"Herald Of Truth" .
The "Herald of Truth" radio broadcast will originate in the
Neosho City Auditorium, Neosho, Missouri, on October 11 at
, 2:45 P.M. J ames D. Willeford, of Abilene, will be the speaker.
The Harding College Chorus of Searcy', Arkansas, will be present
to help with the singing.
The Jefferson Street church ip. Neosho extends an invitation
to everyone in the four-state area of Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas and Oklahoma to plan to be present for this occasion, and
to attend a gospel meeting, October 11-18, with Rue Porter
serving as evangelist.-W. J . SHACKELFORD.

Ground Breaking For Children's Home{ Oct. 11
Paul Sherrod
Ar'rangements have been made with Claude Martin and Son,
contractors, to build ·the first residence of the new Children's
Home of Lubbock. J::hey are donating their services as contractol'S and will erect the building for the actual cost. Some
donations of both labor and material have already been made,
and perhaps more will be made as construction progresses.
Ground breaking ceremonies are to be held at 3:00, Sunday
afternoon, October 11. Everyone is invited to be present for
this occasion. This will be a historical event for the church in
tP,is section of the state and all- who can 'are urged to be present. We will be most happy to furnish overnight accommoaations to all who need such, if advance notice is given.
Brother John B. White formerly of Austin, moved to Lubbock
on September 18 to a~sume his duties as superintendent of the

and Sister John B. White and their daughters, Cherie
Jan, age 7; and Linda Sue, age 5.
Home. His first duties will be to contact churches to secure
more. funds so additional residences may be constructed -as
soon as the first one is completed. But do not wait for him
to come to your town. Write p.ow and state what can be expected from your cong1:egation, or send donations to Children's
Home of Lubbock, Texas.
BRETHREN, BE STEDFAST
In Psalms 16:8 we read, "I have set Jehovah always before
me: becaus e he is at my right hand I shall not be moved."
Many times haye we sung that wonderful old hymn, "I Shall
Not Be Moved," and while singing in the spirit and with the
understanding, we resolved to be ever so stedfast in the way
of the ·. Lord. Both the scripture and the song have helped
Christians to take loyal stands in times of trial and opposition.
Today, as never before, we need Christians with this strong determination and fiery zeal couched in sound judgment to car~y
the banner of the Lord.
We need God-fearing men and women who will respond to
the words of Isaiah, "Lift ye up a banner upon the high
mountain, exalt the voice unto. them." "Thou hast given a banner to them thai fear thee, that it may be displayed because
of truth" (Ps. 60:4). Digressions from truth and right are
rampant 1n America today; we need to heed the admonition of
Deut. 19:4, "Remove not the ancient landmarks, which thy
father!> have set." We must return to the old paths of t):'uth
and righteousness, and remain stedfast therein.
The modernist would. deceive the wo;rld with heavy verbiage to
the effect that we need to streamline the Bible, the church,
moral standards, etc., but be assured, the Bible does not need
to be re-written, but re-read. It does not need to be re-interpreted, but we believed and obeyed.--GENE MARTIN.
.
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w. w. Otey has moved from Belle Plaine,
Kansas , to 315 East 7th, Winfield, Kansas.

E. c. McH:enzie, Box 1164, Montgomery,
Alabama, September 8: Our work at Catoma
Street is most enco uraging . .Last night I bapWallace Gooclt, Waco, Texas, SeptemQ.er 9:
Huglt Boydston, 1209 South Texas Avenue, tized a young Baptist woman. Others seem
The work here is doing very well indeed. Odessa, Texas, September 8: Three were re- to be qu.ite in teres ted in the plain, simple
We are very happy and very thankful for stored and one was bapt iz ed here last week. gospel of Christ.
the rich blessings which are · ours.
J. T . Hodgen, 1905 Nicholasv ille Road,
Elbridge B;_Lhm, 1903 University Avenue,
T. D. Bo.ton, Sr., Box 487, Gilmer, Texas, L exi ngton, Kentucky, September 6: I clused Austin, Texas, September 10: During the
September 8: On Sunday, August 30, four a meeting on Ju ly 31 with the Kendall month of August tw e lve persons placed
were baptized into Christ, and one made Springs church, Bath County, Kentucky. membership , three were restored, and one
.confession of faults in matters of worship Thr€e were baptized.
baptized at the Univers ity Avenue church
and infl u,ence.
of Christ. The worlc is progressing nicely
G. w. Allison, Velma, Oklahoma, Septem- in every phase.
(larence C. Gobbel, 1157 E. Mab e l, Tuc- ber 9: During the past two months I have
:;on, Arizona, September 9: Five have been held me et ings at Eoton, Wash., Maynard and
Oram J. Swinney, Greggton, Texas, Sepadded to our local forces by membership Clover Bend, Ark., and Keego Harbor, Mich. tember 10: We have had several additions
in the past two weeks. We look forward L as t Lord's day I began the work here in recently with three more this week. One
to our fall m eeting October i-H, with J . D. Velma, Okla. We are looking forward to a immersion and three to identify with the
good work with brethren here.
Rothwell ' doing the preaching.
church. Our fall meeting begins September
28, with Brother J. W. Anders of Mineral
T. A. Phillips, {20 Maverick, San Antonio, Wells, Texas, doing the preaching. October
J. 0 . Jone•, 1014 Beech St.; Little Rock,
Arkansas, September 8 : Last Lord's day Texas, September 9: I will be in Texas at 12th, I begin a meeting with the good church
was a wonderful day for the congregation least temporarily, and while here I may be at Quitman, Texas, where Brother Albert
here. .A good man and his wife were bap- reached at the above address. I will be avail - Brown is laboring.
.tized lnt Christ. Our radio program, 8:30 able for meetings, or will consider local
until 9:00 A.M. each Sunday, is being well work in Texas or adjoining states. Expe Ben 'Ve•t, Lampasas, Texas, September 7:
received. Our quartet and the "Query Time" rienced, faithful preacher of the word.
Labor Day holiday brou~:"ht many visitors to
part of the prog-ram helps much. The stathis resort town. More tha:n 4.50 !or worWalter w. Learuons, Junction, Texas, Sep- •hip, 270 in Bible classes, a new record.
tion is KVLC, 1()150 on your dial. When comtember
7:
Tenth
Street
church
had
two
good
ing this way visit us.
Our new and enlarged church building will
a udiences yesterday. Brother J. D. Holmes, •eat 600. We ·c onfidently expect to !Ill lt.
of
Rochester,
Texas,
assisted
in
the
mornWendell Winkler, Box 133, Rayville, La.,
We have facilities !or solo ~ the Wednesday
September 5: I recently closed meetings at ing service and Brother Nelson Talley of nia-ht Bible school-training program and
Austin,
in
the
evening
service.
I
had
the
Rayville, La., with nine baptisms and thirhour of prayer. The :folks are in town and
teen restorations and at West Chapel, .Aber- pleasure of preaching at the mid-week meet - we Intend to see that they have an invitadeen, Mississippi, with ten baptisms and ing at .London, Texas , last week, and de - tion to this service.
eleven
restorations.
Brethren
Waymon liv ered the address at school-opening exerSwain and Arch Justice, Jr., led the singing cises ther·e this morning. Served as minCla•de Rolterto.., Haskell, Oklahoma., Sepin these respective meetings.
There have iste r of the church there a number of yearl!. tember 8: The work here moves along In a
· been seven respons es in Rayville recently.
Slater u. G. Wllkill•o•, Box 192, Coman- good ! way. I did the preaching recently in
There were three hundred and five enrolled
che,
Oklahoma, September 8: I have just a. meeting at Checotah, Oklahoma. Fifteen
in our Vacation Bible School this year.
finished reading the Firm Foundation. It responded during the meeting; eight baptized and seven restored. Brother Don WilClarence A. Price, Waco, Texas, Septem - is ·wonderful. Brother G. W. Allison, his son labors with this congregation and is
wife,
and
sons,
Stephen
and
Mark,
visited
ber 11: Last Lord's day two placed memdoing a good work. I will do the preaching
bership here at the Lakeview Ch urch of me today. Brother .Allison began his work In a meeting with the <;hurch in Winnsboro,
Christ. We had a record attendance ·of 125 with the Church of Chl'ist at Velma, Olcla., Texas, where Brother W. L. Fritts is their
in Bible study last Lord's day. I wish to last Lord's day. Th e attendance was of the minister. This meeting begins October 6th.
His work will be good any place.
join with others in warning a gain s t a man best.
I will be w i th the church in Bixby, Oklawho goes by the n ame, Sidney Austin. He Brother David Underwood will be here to homa, in a meeting beginning October '19th.
h
elp
us
in
the
church
September
27.
He
is
beat me out o! twenty dollars. The method
from Harding Co ll ege, Searcy, .Ark.
he uses appeared in the papers a few weeks
Cleon Lyle•, Little Rock, Arkansas, Sepago. I wish to warn my brethren concern Three were baptized and one
Robert Gordon Clement, 701 North Fourth tember 1:
ing him.
Street, Marlow, Oklahoma, September , 10: placed membership at the ' Downtown church
The Broadway
The Lord has blessed our efforts.
Two (Six th at Izard) Sunday.
Jack. Batcs, 1410 So. Towner St., Santa years personal e>:angelism by some of the church in Springfield, where Elmer .L'Roy Is
.Ana, California, September 9:
During the members was crowned with success. This doing a great work as preacher, ·recently
month of August the Broadway and Walnut past Lord's day the wife of a member of closed a. meeting in which I preached. It
congregation In Santa Ana contributed over .the Methodist Board and former teacher of was also iny pleasure to preach in a. meet_$ 1300 above our budgetary commitments to the adult class was baptized into Christ. ing recently. with the Lamar Street church
preaching the gospel overseas and in sup - This makes eight baptisms and !our erring in Sweetwater, Texaxs. Paul Foutz is the
Floyd
port of 'our work with the boys and girls children reclaimed since . last report.
The much appreciated preacher there.
at the Children's Home in Ontario. Orange pastors are to be commended for their labor Sharp and I are in a meeting this week
County is experiencing a tremendous popu- of lov e.
When visiting in south central at Bee Branch, Arkanss.
lation growth at present' and the elders here Oklahoma, worship with u11.
would appreciate being advised of memb ers
C. J . Harcrow, 3·11 West 42nd Stree t, Auswho move into this area In order that we
Orlan !\Iiller, 30·2 S. Denv er Street, 'Jack- tin, Texas, September 14.: Th e work for the
may contact them at once.
. so n 9, Mississippi, September 9: During the deaf is going forward in a :fine way, with
latter part of \July, the e lders sent me to increasing inte rest. On September ·6rth, Mrs.
P. D. Wllmetlt, 808 Hamvasy Lane, Tyler, Durant, Mississippi, to conduct a tent meet- Mildred Williamson, a f in e lady and mother,
Tf;!xas, September 8: Two WEJre baptized ing in this n ew field. There were no visible was baptized, and last Sunday her daughter,
Sunday. O,ur fall me eting Is scheduled with responses. From August 7-16, I preached in Kay Williamson, along with Dickie Hill were
Elbridge Linn for October 18-25. Prospects a meeting at Guy, Arkansas, and from Au- baptized. Last Sunday evening at 2 P.M.
:for the fall look excellent. We have a con- gust 17·2'6 at Woodrow, n ear Vilonia. Eleven Broth er Lloyd Williams, who is a young
stant steady work, making progress each were bapt-ized and one restored in these preacher and student of Abilene Christian
week. Brother Sumerlin paid us a visit from two efforts. The meeting at Guy was quit~ College, preached in the sign language. SisLong Island last week. The church made a unique in that two s ister s , age . 84 and 82, ter Ben Holland translated the sermon orally
commitment to ' his work. Wyndal Hudson obeyed the gospel and were baptized at for the h eari n g. We had a large number of
Is under the direction of the eld ers of this the same time. The husband of one, age 79, visito rs from oth e r congregations. Brother
church and is now in Italy. Reports of his was restored to duty. 1The work at West vVilliams was greatly encouraged and all enwoFk will be :forthcoming as soon as he is Capitol in Jackson co ntinu es to be pleasant joyed fine fellowship. ·when you are in Auson the ground in Leghorn with location , and inspiring. The . Lord is blessing our ef- tin, you are cordially invited to come and
worship with us.
forts.
etc. Whe'll in our city, worship with us.
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Clem Wesley Hoover, Cherokee, Texas,
S ep t e mber 7: Services were well attended
last Lord's day and night with the Bend,
Texas, Church of Christ. One was restored
at the evening service.

J,. F. ltlills, 156 E . Baker St., Gatesville,
.Arkansas, September '11: Seven were baptiz ed and two restored at Williford, Ark.ansas. No additio n s in my m eeting at Gilt
Edge, Tenn. I will be in a meeting at Mas.sillon, Ohio, beginning October 4. Our work
.at Central Avenue goes well.

F. A. Bailey, Girard, Texas, September 9:
L ast Lord's d ay I accepted full time work
with the church at Girard, Texas. We had
good attendance and a fine Interest was
shown at the morning and evening services.
The church here is united and we are looking forward to much good.

Doyle Cannon; San Antonio, Te,.as, September 9: The work here at Government
Hill congregatiO'n still continues to grow.
Last Lord's day we had seventeen responses:
two baptized, four restored, and eleven to
place membership. A Methodist gentleman
is coming tonight for teaching about the
church and we expect him to obey the gospel. Pray for the cause h ere and when in
San Antonio, worship with us at Governm e nt Hill.

Elmer L'Roy, 901 S. Broadway, Springfield,
Missouri, September 11: There were no baptisms but the attendance and interest were
gopd in a nine day meeting recently at
Freedom church in Camqen County, Mo., In
which I preached. A man was baptized at
Broadway and Madison during my absence
by Dorsey Traw, who preached here. WilJn.ck: Hardcastle, 2436-27th Street, Lublis Jernigan of Commerce, T exas, will be at
Broadway and Madison September 25-0cto- bock, T exas, September 10: Two were baptized and one was r ~s tored In the meeting
ber 4 for his second meeting wtih us.
her.e at College Avenue.
Eldred Stevens
preached and R. L. Shuman l ed th e singing.
Th01l'a• J. Wagner, 1020 Dozier Place, I preached in a meeting with the West Side
Nashville 6, Tenn essee, September 6: We church In Corsicana recently.
Luthe r G.
closed almost six years of p) easant labors Roberts is the regular preacher there and
as minister of tha College Street church in is doing an exce llent job.
Lebanon, T e nn., July 19 and after conductIng three gospel meetings moved to Nashville to labor with the Russell Street church
G. s. Westbrook, Box 420, Bonham, Texa.11,
and began our service with this good church September 5: I moved this week to Bonlast Lord's day, Septemb er 6.
Our home ham to work with the Northside church.
address is as above. Success to the Firm Jack King did a great work here for about
Foundation.
six years.
Prospects are excellent for &
continued good work and much . interest. Had
a good crowd Wednesday night. Tom<>rrow
0. E. Correll, ~lnmundy, Illinois, Septem-.
ber 7: I was with the congregation at Sa- is my first Lord's day 1"\ere. I will preach
lem, Illinois, on September &--preached tour times tomorrow. Listen to our reg,ular
morning and evening. W e had almost a rec- Fannin County Broadcast over KFYN, H20
ord attendance and the best of attention. I kc, at 8:00 A.M. Sundays. I will be In a
always enjoy being with them, since hav- m eeting with Bill Parsons and the Central
ing been with them almost two years, once church in Denison, Sept. 20, the Lord willeach month. That was some few years ago Ing.

W. H. Hnle, Cheyenne, Wyoming, Septemb e r 12: We just closed a fine meeting here
with Brother Oscar Smith of Texa rkana,
Ark., doing a fine job of preaching the word.
On e was r esto red and two placed membership.
The work in Cheyenne is moving
along very well. Any one passing through
should stop and worship with us. The address Is 1601 East 19th St., Cheyenne, Wyo.,
Phone 2-H28.

Jes• Hall, 3205 Denton Highway, Fort
Worth, Texas, September l!: Our work w!Ut.
the brethren in the Birdvllle congregation
of Fort Worth has started in a good way.
The past two Sundays two were r es tored
and Identified with us and one was baptized. At this time I am In Roslclaire, Illinois, with Brother W. C. Anderson and the
good congregation h e re. Beginnjng on Monday night, September 21, I will begin my but it seems like going back home. The
brethren all expressed th e ir pleasure at havpart ot a meeting at Milburn, Ky., where
ing m e with them again. I am going west
Brother Rupert Warren is pr eaching.
in about two weeks, or about S eptemb er 20,
to Kansas and Oklahoma. It any congregaPreston Cotham, 2000 Oakland Boulevard, tion along the way would like to have m e
Fort Worth, Tex as, September 10: We closed stop with them, write m e at once that I
out August with the high est attendance r ec- may get It before I l eave home.
ord ever for Meadowl:)rool{, despite the summer and m a ny on vacations. Thr ee were
Bn8eum M. Litton, Box 292, Petersburg,
baptized, three r es tor ed and placed m em- T exas, September 8: On July l, we moved
bership, and thr ee others placed m emb ership from Memphis, Texas, to our present adwith us during the month. One young lady dress. We en joyed three years of pleasant
was baptized last evening, Wednesday, Sep- and profitable work with that congr,egat ion
t ember 9. I will be with the Trinity Heights and have found a very amiab le and promcongregation in Dallas in a meeting Sep- ising s ituation here. Two families totaling
temb er 20-27. Perry B. Cotham will do the e ight people have rec ent ly placed memberpreaching In our fall meeting October 18-28. ship here . and one young m a n was baptized
We are now on the radio each Sund ay after- last Sunday morning. I recently preached
noon at 5:45 over KCUL, "15{0 on your dial. in a meeting at Southa ll near Franklin,
The work here is at its best.
Tenn. We had near capacity crowds throughout the meeting. Two were baptized a nd
Eldred SteTen•, 922 W. Leuda, Fort Worth, one restored. Singing was dir ec ted by AlTexas, August 26:
The first of June we bert Jones, who had recently returned from
were invited .bY the Southside church of Korea.
Fort Worth to return to work in our home
Ector R. Wntson, Abilene, Texas, Septemstate. Although there was much to argue
against" such a quick move, we decided that ber 8: I am closing three y ears' work with
we would be more happily situated in Fort the church at 12th and Chestnut. I moved
Worth, so we begin there this week.
I h ere in order that I might place my chllwould like tor correspondents, publishers, dren in school and I appreciated the opporetc., to note the change of address. Books tunity to work with the 12th and Chestnut
ot the Stevens - Bee vers debate should be or- Streets church. Our att en dance has fluctudered from the new address. The congrega- ated from time to time, but there has been
tion .meeting at David Lipscomb College a s light Increase in the contributions each
should have a bright future. We feel that year. The elders have greatly encouraged
some pr og ress was m a de during our year m e and th er e has never been a ripple bewith th em, including the beginning of a tween us. I d eeply appreciate such faithful
$400,000 plant th a t should mean much to 'bishops. God knows a nd will reward our
the expansion of Its local program. At pres- labors together. Brother Frank Van Dyke
ent I am in a meeting with the College h as been secured to follow me, and I wish
Avenue church in Lubpock. The . elders and for him and the church the blessjngs ot
loca l preacher, Brother Jack Hardcastle, are God. I plan to give more time to meetings,
doing a good wo rl{ h er e. Two meetings r e- and would appreciate the opportu nity to asm a in on my program for the year:" Lindale sist churches in such gospel efforts. My
In Houston (October 12-21), and Stillwater, new add r ess will be: Wanette, Oklahoma.,
Okla., (October 26-Nov<.rmber .4).
Route 2. If I can serve, call upon me.

~lUton

s.

J

P " rker, Route 1, Del Rio, Tennessee, September 10: My work with the
"church here terminates December 31. I will
be available for work after that date. If
you will need a preacher at that time, wr it e
-to me at the above address. I have had
thirty years of experience as a preacher. I
can ·furnish references.

John H. Banister~ . 30114 Skillman Avenue,
Dallas, Texas, September 9:
During the
month of August there were seventeen added here at Skillman Avenue church. Three
were baptized; ten identifi ed; and four resto r e<;l.. Interest and attendance have been
good and .our prayer meeting averaged three
hundr ed torty-nine in attendance tor the
month. Last Sunday Jack Nadeau preached
a t both servic es with five responding, one
b ap tism and tour identified. I am to assist
in a gospel meeting at Bartlesville, Okla.,
October 4-11.
George H. Stephe nson of
Memphis, T enn., holds our tall meeting October 25-November 1.
John Jtl. Burnett, Box 973, Ajo, Arizona,
s"ep t e mb er 9: Another good day h e re Sunday, Septemb er 6. One was bapti2;ed at the
morning service who had bee.n a Baptist
tor thirteen years. Two placed membership
at the eve ning service. One was restored
Sunday, August 30. One was baptized Au~ust 9th who had been a Methodist tor seve~al years. I have time tor a meeting In
May or June 195-l. I would like to hold a
me e ting in southern California or southern
Arizona.
John H. Gerrard, 529 Clark St., Aurora.,
Illinois, September 8: The . meeting at Elgin, Ill., closed last Sunday evening. There
were no r es ponses to the invitation. Howeve r, several members of the church were
1
contacted., Others heard the · gospel for the
first time.
Gospel literature was distributed and the goapel was preached over the
local radio station every day. The new congregation at Joliet, Ill., begins meeting
morning and evening, Sunday, September
13. Brother Don Moyer, of Blue Island, Ill.,
will be their preacher. Broth er Moyer is a
tine gospel preacher. The c hurch in Joliet
meets In the American L egion Building.
'l'hll chur h In Aurora continue~> t~> do well.
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Doyle Banta, Box 205, VVest Helena, ArkLeonard lllullena, 2426. Alco Avenue, Dallas, Texas, September 11: Brother A. C. Pul - an~as, September n: Thr-ee were baptized,
lias of Nashville, Tenn., did the preaching two restored and fourteen placed memberin our summer meeting. The so ng direc - ship during August. VVe are now s upporting
tion was · carried out by Brother Sam P. full time Brother Kan Pyung Kim in Pusan,
Durrance of VVashington, · D. C.
Both of Korea, and Brother Ju Kup Dong in Ulsan,
these men did their work well with a good Korea. Granville Tyler will be here for a
meeting as the result.
Thirt een respnded meeting October 18-28.
to the invitation, with six being baptized,
George H. Stepltensou, Memphis, Tennesfive restored, and two placing membership.
see, September 9: I recently preached for
The work of Brother Pullias is well known
the Grand Avenue church in Sherman, Texto the brotherhood, and he was at his best
as, in a gospel meeting. Thi s is a young
while here with u s .
Brother Durrance is
and active church with Claude C. McQuiddy
an accomplished singer and will do any
serving them as their regu1ar preacher. It
g roup good. Since the meeting, a number
was good to see so many brethren and
have respnded to the gospel here at Edgefriends I had known in years gone by when
field. It was my pleasure to do the preachI worked In county missionary work under
ing in a meeting at L evelland, T exas, durthe VValnut Street church in Sherman~ VVe
ing the month of August.
Sixty-one re had good atte ndance and interest through sponded to the i'nvitation. Four placed memout the m eeti ng. There were nine baptisms
bersh ip and the others were restored and
and tou'r to be r estored or Identified. The
baptized.
I b eg in Monday at the Castle singing was directed by John Elmore, one
berry church in Fort VVorth, where Abe Linof the elders of the church. I promised to
coln pr eaches. Here at Edgefield, four new return for another meeting, the Lord willelders have been selected, bringing th e num- ing, in 1956. We are happy in the work
ber to nine, along with five more deacons. with th)l Normal church h ~re in Memphis.
Floyd A . De<!ker, 553 Kirby Place, Shreve- Contributions are higher than ever, and the It is growing and encoura,gmg.
port, Louisiana, S eptember 10: Just closed interest is sustained rather well.
a meeting with the Bossier City (La.) conH. w . lllcCilsh, Burnet, Texas, August 24:
gregation last night. Brother Jack Arvin
R. Ervin Driskill, 1604 VV. 23rd St., Bir - This writing ·finds me at Fairy, Texas. The
is the preacher there and we had a most mingham, Alabama, September 11: In June meeting began here tonight. A house full
delightful meeting. Brothe r Arvin has b een I closed more than three years of work with of people and good interest at the initial
there almost since the beginning of the the Rose Hill church of Columbus,- Ga. VVe serv ices promises a good meeting. Brother
congregation.
They have outgrown their are now back in -Birmingham with the Bel- Stanley Giesecke is preaching for the church
present building and are now having two view Heights church. Perhaps there is no here and is honored and loved by all. The
morning services to accommodate the audi- city where the relationship of ministers and meeting in Graford, Texas, closed last eveences. Bossier City is planning on building congregations i s more cordial and where ning with a total of eleven baptisms. The
in the n ear future and with their present the church, in general, is more set tor the singing was well directed by Brother George
attitude toward the work of the Lord they defense of the church against all encroach- Bryan and Brother Johnny VVa'lker, one of
could soon be one of the largest congrega- ments such as "Institutionalism" and "Cen - their elders. Also did the preaching in a
tions in Louisiana. I was able to stay at tralized ControL" Two years previous labor meeting at VVeinert, Texas, on which I have
home during this meeting as Bossier City with the North Birmingham church ('47- not reported.
There were seven baptisms
is just across Red River from Shreveport. '49) endeared · the church here to us, and we and three restorations there. Brother RonI closed a fifteen days meeting at La Cen- look forward to a; pleasant and profitable ald VVilkerson, their preacher, directed the
ter, Ky., August 26th.
This meeting was work with the Belview brethren. Brother singing in a good way, and proved to be a
designed by the brethren at Bandan-a, Ky., Ch a s. Caldwell of Savannah, follows at Rose real co-worker in the meeting.
My son,
to be the first in a series of efforts to HilL VVe wish for him and the church there H. vv., Jr., is directing the singing in the
plant the church of our Lord at La Center. success and happiness. Friends will please meeting here, and of course, we are enjoyVVe had good attendance but no one added note my change of address.
ing our assoeia tion in the work to the fullto the body of Christ that we know of as
est extent. It reminds me of the many meeta result of the meeting. I liv ed at La Center
Horace w . Busby, Fort VVorth, Texas, Sep- ings in which my father and I have labored
when a boy and many of my family are tember 10: It was my very great pleasure together, and enjoyed so much. The meetliving in that section now. Bandana church to be with the Sixteenth Street church in ing· closes September 1s t. Then my wife,
was faithful, exceed ingly so, in their at- VVashington D.C:, the first Lord's day in son, and I go to Boise, Idaho, for at least
tendance and fellowship.
Lewis Randolph July. Th en to Shamrock, T exas, over th e twelve months work. Mail will reach me I!
led the singing and taught a class ot little second Lord's day in July for about eight addressed in care of Church of Christ, 4th
chiWren each night except three. He has days, in a very fine m eet ing. About on_e and Bannock, Boise, Idaho .
great ability an'd a strong personality which hundred souls e ither confessed faults and
he has given over completely to the Lord. asked for the prayers ot the church or were
Carl A. Collin•, Box 53, Morgan Mill, TexJerry Jennings, ot Paducah, led the singing baptized. Bill Tittle is the preacher and is a~, August ·2{ : VVith l;lome forces doing the
the last three nights. It would take more a wonderful helper. VVe promised a return preaching and Brother Drew Mauldin of the
space than I have here to tell about Jerry- engagement in September, next year. Then Liberty community nearby leading the singan excellent voice and ability. I was in from Shamrock to Rhome, Texas, for an- in g in a fine way, we closed a good ten day
Mobile, Alabama, August 30, and all the con - other fine meeting, with Joe Rhoten as m ee ting here last night.
Two were bapgregations there are going forward in a helper. Joe always does a. fine job at what - tized and one restored. The members say
ever he undertal,es. The month ot August the · largest number of non - members attendgood steady way.
was spent with the churches in Itasca, Lit- ed in the history ot the congregation. Also,
tlefield and Ken edy, all were well attended three were baptized a few days before the
and the interest was extra good. VVe arE: m eeti ng. VVe have been busy here all the
now in Garland, Texas, in a good meeting year. Brother Bill Hearn, now o! Sioux City,
·nu4;~H .
lndi ..idual seats
and from here I am to go to Oklahoma City Iowa, preached in our spring meeting with
rows
for two meetings including four Lord's days . good attendance and fine interest. VVe con . .". CHU~CH . Curved
"The church of the Lord is moving on."
WRITE FOR
ducted our first Vacation B ible School tor
-· .~, SEA'T ING -.this congregation in June with Brother J.
CATALOG
~ :- ~
. ~
' .
W. Anders, minister of South Side church in
' ,.~
'
Mineral VVells teachin g our high school
COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE class. It was a great success. In July we
VVe keep on hand regularly a supply o1 conducted a mission meeting at Patillo,
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion twelve miles north which was well attend purposes. Eleven wafers to the small pack· ed.
VVe have also done a great deal of
age and three of the packages to the largt work on our church building including air
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keeJ: conditioning. VVe thank the Lord for these
indefinitely. Every congregation should hav• great blessings and press on, we trust, to
on hand a good supply at all times. Price greater things in his service this coming
Large cartons, . each, $2.35, postpaid.
year. We need the Firm Foundation in more
FJH-!U FOUNDATION PUliLISHING HOUSE homes in our community and we hope that
we can soon increase that number.

Robert v. Hamilton, · Box 107, Hamilton,
Texas , September 11: During the month of
August, Brother Cecil B. Douthitt h eld ,a
very fine meeting for the church here.
There were three baptisms (one a head of
a family and a Luth eran) and two young
people. One family was restored from the
Anti congregation that meets here in Hamilton. The meeting was held out ot doors,
and the weather was fine. Many favorable
impressions were made on those in attend ance, a nd _perhaps we shall reap mor·e in
time from this sowing.
From September
14th through the 20th, I plan to be with A.
C. Knight and the church in Sa:n Saba, directing the singing in a meeting in which
Joe Malone of Fort VVorth will do the
preaching. I anticipate a pleasant and profitable time to be spent with these brethPen.
The work continue'i here on a fairly even
l<eel; we hope that with the beginning of
school and the end of vacations the attendance will be generally higher in all departments. Many visitors come our way, and
we are always h appy to see them.

'
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ltlorris ltioore, Hubbard, T exas , September
.3:
We just closed a wonderful meeting
with the congregation in LaRue, Texas.
Th ree pr ec ious souls were baptized into
•Christ. Intere s t was good at every service.
Broth er Bill Star. has ·done a wonderful
job in his labor with the church there. In
the month of July we h e ld a m ee ting in
Mount Calm, Texas.
Dur ing our effort s
there eight r esponded to the invitation.
F o ur confessed s in ~ and four were -baptized
into Christ. Two of group baptiz e d were
p as t seventy years of age. On e young lady
-came from the Baptist church. Th e L ord
willin g I wi ll be with the church in Granbury, Texas, for a meeting beginning on
the 4th of October. Since our coming to
th e work in Hubbard on January 2, 1953,
<nineteen have obeyed th e gospel, one con fessed sins, and· five have placed members hip with u s. For all of th ese additions
and blessings we humbly thank God and
give him th e glory and praise for it all.
When pas s ing through Hubbard we invite
you to worship with us. We covet the pray·-ers of all Christians everywhere.
Robert H . Dell, 672--19th Street, San Di.ego 2, Cal ifornia, Augu st 24: The church in
Friendsh ip, Tennessee, conducted a gospel
meeting July 5- 12 in which I did the preaching. Brother David Davidson, the local minister, did an excellent wo rk in directing the
s ing·ing. Nine were baptized. On July 19
I began q. meeting with th e church in Glass,
·T en n., w hich continu ed through the 29th.
Brother J ack ie Park s, of Ob ion, T enn essee,
-conducted the singing in a very fine way.
Four were baptized. On August 2 l preache d at both the 'mornin g a nd evening services
for the church in Milan, a nd attend ed the
s umm er lectures at David Li pscomb in Nashville that week.. Then on August 9 I began
a meeting with the Va ughn Grove church
which cont inu ed through the 16th.
Only
one confessed sins dur ing the m eetin g .
Brother Billy Ray Davidson led the singing
in thi s meeting a nd did it wel l. I promised
to r eturn to T en n essee in 1954 and again in
1955 for other meetings. Yesterday was our
first L or d 's day home, and a large audience
, greeted u s. One was baptized at the morning h ou r. Brother R obert \¥. Lehmann, a
l ocal preacher, devoted hi s full t ime to the
work of the churc h h ere during my absence
and baptized two and resto r ed three. His
work was deeply appreciated by both the
congr egation an d mys elf.
W. T . Gurnett, Portales, New Mexico, Sept ember 1 : One was baptized and a few restore d since last repprt. I enjoyed yo ur fine
edi to ri a l in the September- 1st issue of th e
F irm Fo undation on "The Perfectio n of
Chr ist." This is and a lways has been m y
p os iti on and teaching on this question. For
the b e nefit of m y many friends a nd th ose
who might be conce rn ed because of some
r eports from here, permit m e to say th e
work has b een far from pleasant for th e
past three months. Some w ho have now
been withdrawn from, and a r e m eeting in
another p lace, have fought the church with
articles and h a rd speeches trying to say
that the church h ere is un so und. When asked
for th e un so und thin gs, th ey are at a loss
to answer, b eca u se th e church meeting on
East 2nd Street, and the one m eeti n g on
Fourth Street, is sound in every way as
it i,s po ss ibl e for us to b e. If we find so mething that is not accordi-n g to the Scriptures, we will do our best to correct it.
This gro up is trying to crush me with
thin gs I n ever thought of teaching or believing. Na mely, that Christ was not per fect . If they misunderstood me some time
t hey hav e no right now because I have re~
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p eated ly, in classes, from the p ulpit, and
over the a ir stated my position, that Christ
was perfect in everything he did. And, that
I teach , that you cannot bring an acc u sation against an e lder, .w hich I n ever did
teach. I do teach what the Bible says, that
it must be in t h e mouth of two or three witnesses . And two other char ges, which I
never did teach or never will. But wh e n
peop l e are hard pressed they will say m any
things. I hope th ey w ill r epe nt. Th e work
here in the church at East 2nd Street is
and will be k ept . in line w i th th e Bible.
Brother Grover C. Ross and Brother R. L.
Allen, who p r each for the Fourth Street
church are fine gospel preachers to be as soc ia t ed with; also, B r other W. A. Kerchville who works in the interest of the children's home that is now und er construction.
We here at Second Street Ch u rch of Christ
a r e in fellowship with the F ou rth Street
church in build ing this home. When pass in g this way, v isit with u s.
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H. Arden Lnwrenee, Box 742, Premont,
T exas : A. E . Findley of R efugio closed a n
eleven -day effor t here on August 26. He
was almost sicl' th e first p a rt of the m eet ing but was fee lin g well e n ough t o preach
his b es t during the last week of th e .m eet in g . Two confess ions of s ins were made
and two w ere added by transfer of m e mb er ship. During the first week of th e meeting we co n li!ucted· our second Vacation Bible
Schol. We had an aver age attendance of
73 a nd a n enroll ment of about 100. I am
concluding my work with the congregation
he r e on September 13. Th e memb er ship of
the congr egat ion now stands at 81 compared to about 40 thr ee years ago when the
c on grega tion was start!3d.
We e r ected a
nice meeting house and obtained a preacher's home during my stay h e re. I was sent
h e r e and supported for seve r a l months by
the Sinton congregation. The church i s now
complete ly se lf - su pporting.
My successor
has not been se l ected. I am moving to Bay
City to w h at appears to be greater oppor tunities of service. I in vite a ll w i thin h ear ing distance of station KIOX (1270) to t un e
in each Sunday morning from 8 to 8 :30.
If you know of Christians meeting for wor ship in the oil fields of Venezuela, please
notify me.

ltlac Dartce, Austin, T exas, ·Septe mber 1:
was my privilege to work with three
fine churches this s umm er in meeting wor k .
I l ed the singing for the meeting in Ll ano,
in wh ich Brother ":H. I. Taylor" of Austin
preached. This was the second meeting in
Llano in which Brother Taylor and I worked
together.
In Burnet l taught a singing
schol, worl, e d in th e Vacation B ible School, .
and l ed singing for the m ee ting in which ~~<Q><Q>~<Q>-QJQ><Q>~<Q><Q".<Q>~
Brother F. F . Conly of Beaumon t pr each ed.
"LAHOMA", Healing Oil.
~
This was my fir st assoc iat ion with B r ethr en
Trade-Mark Reg istered
Conly and the l ocal eva n ge li st, Roy StepRelieves Rheumatism, Arthritis, Burns, Inens. It was a pleasant one. Then I l ed
sect Bites and Stings of any kind.
t h e singin g and preached in the meeting at
B ig Valley, T exas. This community is l o Guaranteed to relieve Sinus trouble and
cated on the Colorado River, mid-way beHemorrhoids or money refunded.
tween Go l dthwaite a nd San Saba.
A ll in
Price $1.00, 6 for $5.00
all, the L ord bl essed me with opportuniti es
Money sent with order, we pay postage.
~
this summer which I cherish , and which
greatly strength e n ed me in his worlc Brykerwood church, formerly known as West
Austin, continu es to g r ow. Whe n in Austin,
visit wi th us. You will f in d u s a friendly
group, desiring to know you and wanting
yo ur presence with us again."
It
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STRONG'S

1809 Pages

EXHAUSTIVE
CONCORDANCE

$lt75
Thwnb Indexed
Edition

of tlte !Sible
By James Strong

The only complete concordance of the English Bible, Strong's
presents every word in the Wble in the passage in which it
occurs-and in exact alphabetical order. The one unfailing
authority in its special field, Strong's is really four complete
books in one-The Main Concordance; a Comparative Concordance in which the Authorized Text is compared with
certain Revised Versions, both English and American; a
Dictionary of the Hebrew Bible; and a Dictionary of the
Greek flOTestament. The standard concordance of all time,
complete and unabridged.
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lU. c. Cuthbertson. P. 0. Box 6343, Tucson,
Arizona, September 10: The work with th ,
Country Club Road church in Tucson ha~
been very fine all the year. This Summer
has seen much of our best work, with new
records established for Sunday evenings and
Wednesday evening services. Mor.e than th .
usual number have been baptized with mos1
of them coming from the various churches.
Several Catholics have been among the number. Four grown people were baptized dur ing August and one from the Christian
Church group. Two placed m e mbership. In
a good meetin~ at Culver Palms, Cu lver City,
California, I did the preaching during tw(,
weeks . of August .
Many friends from
Greater Los Angeles were present, and on l
woman was baptized.
Bob Melear is th e
good preach er for this congregation. I was
invited to return next year. Earlier in th f.
year, I did th e preaching in meetings at
Flagstaff, Arizona, where Brother A. E-. Harper preaches, and in Hayward, California,
where Brother Erven Harris preaches. Both
of these men also are doing good work.

li'
Write today for complete facts!
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY, DEPT. 124
901 Broadway N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Michigan

A WORTHWHILE BOOK

PLAIN SERMONS
By LUKE MILLER
Popular Negro Evangelist of
the Church of Christ

A Series of "Gospel Sermons"
Delivered at Austin, Texas
Interesting biographical
sketch. These sermons
are filled with pathos
and are beautiful in
their sim~licity and
strength, and rich in
homely convincing illustrations.
Stenographically reported. No preacher can
get along quite as well
without this new, latest
B o ok
of
Sermons.
This amazingly successful evangelist has already baptized more than 2,000 _people.

Price only 50 cents
Firm Foundation Publishing House
Austin, Texas
Order Form
Send me .................... copies, Miller's Sermons.
Name .............................. :.....................................
Address ................................................................
Amt. Enclosed $...................... ..
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.s. WiiUH, Gustine, Texas, September
A good gspel meeting closed here last
6o rd's day with two baptisms, two restorations and one placing membership. Brother
Cheste r Hill of the Calmant congregation
of Fort Worth, did the preaching in a very
foreclba eway, shunning not to declare the
whole counsel of God. Brother Leon McCarty of Brownwood directed the songs in
a most commendable way.
The brethren
a s ked me to preach the opening sermons
on the Lord's day and Brother Hill did not
begin h is service until Monday morning.
At the first service and at the conclusion
of the message every member present stood
reaffirming their faith, reconsecrating their
lives to the work of the Lord. This was
great encouragement to me, and I am persuaded that a good work can be accom plish e d h ere. Brethren pray for me.
W

4:

1:1. c. Stupletou, 1775 Main Avenue, Durango, Colorado, September 9:
We think it
might be well to Jet the brotherhood know
that a man and his v;ife (known as Mr.
and Mrs. R. C. Flynn) are going through
the· country asking help from the churches
and individu al Christians. They are evidently nothing more than moochers. They told
of receiving help from an individual Christian in Pueblo, Colo., but when asked about
receiving help in Monte Vista, Colo., they
denied it.
W~ were almost certain
that
they had, because two members of th<>
church in Durango visited In Monte Vista
over the Labor Day weekend and Jmew of
a man . and woman receiving help.
The
Flynns finally admitted it and said that
they had just forgotten. We also heard of
a man and woman receiving help in Mc Lean, Texas, about two weeks ago and
through a telephone call, we learned beyond
a doubt that It 'vas the same couple (they
even gav e the same name there) .
They
never did admit this. They were told how
we feel about moochers and that the brotherhood would be warned. The man is tall
and very skinny and is supposed to be an
arrested tuberculcsis case.
The woman is
medium height, heavy set, and rather coarse
featured.
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w . A. Harrison, Box 46, Burns Flat, Oklahoma, September 12: I closed a gospel meeting September 9, at Thomas, Okla. There
were no visible results, but the church there
feels that the cause was strengthened In
other ways.
The Burns Flat church sent
me to assist in this meeting. The church
in Thomas needs desperately some one to
live on the field full time. There are good
opportunities for the church there.
The
Thomas church will do its part in helping
support a man. Who will help them in this
affort? There is a man who can go but
.1e needs support from some congregation
: o help him go. If you are Interested in
this worthy cause, contact Brother W. A.
N a lker, Thomas, Okla. The work goes well
.'lere at Burns Flat.
Grover c. Ross, Portales, New Mexico,
September 9: -The work on West Fourth
Street is progressing nicel¥. Since we last
rel?orted, several have been baptized, several restored, and several have come to be
l'dentified. All together this year, we have
had 110 responses, and the number of baptisms is 44, the restorations 30, and the
others being identified. We have never had
better cooperation and fellowship in the history o! the church here. I have been with
this good church some e ight years. This
year has been the most progressive year
since I came to Portales. Harmony in this
congregation is better tha'n it has been during the eight years. There is a fine group
of elders to worl< under. Brother W. T .
Garnett, who preaches for the East Second
Street church is sound in faith and life.
The f e llowship b e tween East Second Street
church and Wes t Fourth Street church is
perf ect now. All who have known Brother
v;r. T. Garnett know that he stan,ds for tl:_le
truth. He is sti ll the same man whom you
have known.
The orphan home work is
progressing nicely. The first unit is in the
building now. We hope to have it ready for
occupancy the first of the year. The first
unit can house as many as forty-eight hom e less children. When in Portales, visit with.
us at Fourth Street church, or East Second.
Stree t chu r ch.
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Cllester A. Hunndcutt, P. 0. Box 982, Apopka, Florida, Septemb e r 9:
Since my last
report I have assisted in three meetings:
Bay Minette, Ala., one r es tor ed.
Lonni e
Polk, the prea.cher there, l e d th e singing.
Jimmy Faulkn er, state senator of Alabama,
is a faithful member of the congregation
there. At Plymouth, Fla., one was baptized
dur in g· the meeting and two others later.
L. B. Chastain, the loca l evangelist, directed
the song service. At Main Street, Bell Buckle, T e nn., two w e re baptized. Bruce Vetito led the singing.
D . D. Woody, Baton Rouge 9, Loui s iana,
September 3:
After about eleven weeks
spent in meetings with churches in Tennessee and Kentucky, I am back to resume my
work with the church In Baton Rouge. Visible results in seven meetings were the presence of many fine audiences to hear the
gospel, about twenty-five baptized and
about twe lve r es tored to duty. I was assisted by many fine and able brethren in
these meetings.
Churches served were as
follows:
Tiptonville,
Peters~rg,
Bells,
South Harpeth, Ostella and Wilson H!ll
(near Lewisburg) all in Tennessee; and Locust Grove (near Franklin) · in Kentucky.
The church here is doing well, although it
has been trying to carry a program beyond
its financial abil!ty.
Besides supporting
the preacher for the colored church and me,
' they have partially supported the preachers
at Jackson and . Hammond, Louisiana. We
need finncial help in supporting the Hammand preacher, fo rthe congregation there
is small and the weekly contributions are
comparatively low. The building must also
be paid for. In addition to all this responsibility, the church here helps the work In
several foreign countries.
I predict that
some day the Convention Stre et church in
Baton Rouge will be one of the outstanding
congregations of the south.

Bill Cofer, Hobart,

Earl L. Craig, Station 1, Box 540, Canyon,
T exas, September 8: I have preached in two
meetings this summer, one at Texline, Texas, and the other at Lockney, Texas. Th e r e
were three baptisms and three .came asking
for the prayer's of the church in the m ee ting ' at Texline. There were two baptized
and two who placed membership with the
church in the meeting at Lockney. Brother
Clifford L. Newcomb is the faithful preacher and zealous fellow-worker at Texline and
Brother George S. DeVoll at Lockney.. I had
not met either of these brethre n before but
I learned to love and appreciate them both
during these m e etings. Prospects for a good
enrollment i;, the Bible ch~ir at West Texas State College this fall are good. We are
hoping for a large nu:g>ber of students in
th e Bible classes. If your son or daughter
comes to West Texas State encourage them
to sign up for a Bible course and to ' come
to our regular daily devotional service. Your
help is needed and will be appreciated.

Oklahoma, Septemb e r
Yesterday I h e lp e d move Brother Tom
Silvas to Stratton, N e braska, where I know
he will do a very good work, and n eedl ess
to say, this is a field that has been long
n egl ec ted. It is a difficult field, filled with
hobbi es, and many discouraging probl ems,
but I believe Brother Silvas to be well
fitted to meet a ny and eve ry problem th a t
might come his way. He is willing to sacrifice, and we need to remember him in our
prayers. Tom is blind, his wife serves as
his eyes . . . they are filled with zeal for
the work of th e Lord, and has done a good
work in Ft. Cobb, Oklahoma, havin g b ap tized 16 while working there . Th e church
in Stratton isn't ask ing for mon ey, th ey
intend supportin ghim full tim e, a nd have
a v.ery excellen t eldership, but they do ask
our prayers, and br e thr e n let us · remember
them often. Th e need in Nebraska is for
more and more preachers, m e n that will be
willing to sacrifice, a nd there are many
large towns that do not have a congregation of the church.
They need Christian
a milies to move up th ere, m e n willing to
unch out on f aith , and love for the cause
Christ. The work is s low, but who knows
end of these efforts several years from
v. The church in S tratto n has set the
:e for the pas t few yea rs l eav ing a v ery
,~ example that other co ngregations ,In
rat sectio n look to. They have had a full
1 droe evangelist in the field, th ey are growsection see the n eed slowly of sacrificing
ing-, and the other congregations in that
to have a full time man too.
May God
haste n the day when the church there will
be strong, and give those of us in easy
fields purpose of heart to help them in any
way that we can.
Remember the Silvas
family in y our prayers.
4:
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J. w. Webb, . Box 397, Moore, Oklahoma,
August 20: Two, a young man and his wife,
vlaced membershl:D with us yesterday. They
are a fine couple. Mr. and Mrs. K. M. Underwood from Twelfth and Drexel, Oklahoma City, Okla. They seem to be good workers In the church and have requested that
we !eel free to use them in any way we
can. That's the spirit all of us should have
In the Master's work. May their, tribe increase.
We are contemplating a Young
Men's Training Class that will meet on Tuesday night of each week. This will be a
good work and we feel that good will come
of our work together in this way. Quite u.
few of our men have expressed their desir e
to have such a class for we feel the need
of It In this congregation. Brother Glenn
W. [!'odd, one of our elders, has been placed
In charge of It and we know that under
his efficient leadership we will be able to
accomplish a great deal.
I will assist in
any and every way possible to make it a
.success. We are on the old highway 77passing through Moore from Norman to the
city. When you come this way, stop and
worship with us.

John Bullock, Box 484, Lewisville, Texas,
September 8: I concluded a very interesting
meeting in Governa"dor, New Mexico, recently. Brother David Darnell, of F armingto n,
New Mexico, led th e singing. The Farmington congregation and the congregation her e
in Lewisville had fellowship in supporting
this meeting. Farmington sent Brother D a rnell to l ead the singing, and th e br ethren
h ere sent me to do th e preaching. We were
instrumenta l in establishing a work there
in Governado r for which we thank the
Lord. We found about s ix members of ~he
church in that vicinity which will m ee t for
worship each Lord's day , also several people who are not m embers t:tJ,at want to com e
and bring their families to services. Good
inter es t an d attendance characterized our
worl< in that series of gospel m ee tingS. Although there were no responses to the invitation, several were intereste d in th e truth
and we believe that they will be baptized
soon if not already. This m eeti ng was conducte d in the Great Western Drilling camp's
recreational building clo se to Governador.
Tlae people who manage this camp truly
were g r a nd to us during our stay th ere and
we c ertainly appreciated th eir kindness. We
enjoyed the fine association with the gospel preachers throughout that section. Evangelist Barton Davis, of Farmington, was a
source of encouragement and help in this
meeting. He drove one hundred mil es over
th e mountain roads , wh ich were almost impassab le, to bring people to the services,

not once, but many times. The elders at
Farmington are sending a man out there
each Lord's day to preach, with Lewisville
s upporting him at the present time. We met
Brethren Gene Reneau and Dick Case upo
Colorado way while there. The work here·
in L ew isville is moving along fine . We beli eve this work offers great possibilities.
for progress throughout the coming days.
This is a great section of Texas, ·with Dallas.
and Denton on eith .. r side and we are about.
in th e middle. I have some time for meetings.
in 1954. Pray for us that we may glorify·
the Lord in everything.
B. W· Guymon, Duncan, Oklahoma, Sep-·
t e mb e r 1: I have recently returned to the-E as tside church in Duncan, Oklahoma, after laboring with the church in Burkburnett.
T exas, for 21 months during which time 8T
people responded to the Lord's invitation ..
Since moving here May 31, 26 have responded to the invitation, nine last Lord's day ~
so we feel the work is progressing in a fine
manner. The Bible Study has continued to
show an increase despite the usual "summer slump" and reached 30>9 las.t Lord's day ·
which is a considerable increase over the
227 of a year ago.
The interest in the
church worlt is very good and I am happyto be back· with the Eastside congregation
for I fee l there is a great opportunity for ·
this e xceptionally fine church. The church
here at Eastside will have been in .existence
five years January 1, starting with 149 ·
members, and now has a membership or ·
416. We are planning a third congregation.
in Duncan in the near future in a new
building at a cost of approximately $100,000.00· of which we now have half and thee
lots are paid for. I feel there is no limit
to the potential of the church in Duncan.
"Vith Christian s so willing to work for the-Lord.
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Ira B. Sanolusky, 3395 Highlan d Avenue,
Beaumont, Texas, September 11:
Nineteen
have responded to the Lord's invit?-tio·n in
the past six weeks. Three were baptisms
.and the others were transfers and restorations. The work is now p ick in g up after
.summer vacations and we l ook for continued
g ro wth for the Lord. Wil li s G. Jernigan of
Commerce is to be with us in a gospel meet ing November 8-1 5. We l ook for much good
to b e don e for the cause of the Lord at this
time. We a r e trying to get the members
into more visiting a nd work of that nature
for the bringing in of those who are not
Christians.
Personal work will do good
:anywhere it is tried.
When coming our
way, stop and worship with us at South
Park.
Thomns B. Warren, 5000 Doy l e Street, Ft.
Worth, T exas, September 9 : I have just closed
two meetings in Louisiana: at Lake Charles,
with 30 respons e s : 14 baptized, 16 restored.
Brother Murphy D. Phillips, local evangelist,
p r eached the last Sund a y of the meeting, at
which time two were baptize d and one re-
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stored. At New Iberia one was baptized and
four r estored. Very .good crowds, mostly
"outsiders" who had heard the daily radio
broadcast by Brother Ce~il Hook, local evangelist. Truly things a r e beginning to look
encouraging in L ouisiana, a great mission
fi eld r ight at our doorstep. Brethren Jet
us awake to the responsibility that we h ave
to take tbe gospel to "Judea and Samaria"
as well as "to .the uttf; rmost parts of th e
earth." If the congregation where you wor ship is th in king of taking on a bigger lo ad
outside of its own community, why n ot look
into the poss ib i liti es here-at l east th e con g~;egations in next - door Texas. I was impressed by the zeal of both the men noted
above.
' J. L . Calvert, Box 345, Drumright, Okla.homa, Septembe r 10 : On Friday night, August 28th, I closed my eighth meeting for
the year at Olney, Texas, at Bixby, Okla.,
at Hanna, Okla., at El Paso, Texas, at Fort
Gibson, Okla., at Plea sant Valley, Okla., at
J a y, Okla., and Port er, Okla., with thirtyon e additions in the eight meetings . All
of th ese me e tings w ere excellent e xc ept one.
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There were no additions in it. It was not
well attended . On Augu st 30th, I began
work with the church here in Drumright
w i th two baptisms, t w o r es torations, and
one placing membership. Last Sunday, my
second Sunday here, one was baptized and
one restored.
There seem s to be a fine
group o f f a ithful Christians in thi s congre·
gation, and we are expecting an enjoyab l
and profitable work w ith them.
Tice Elkins, 1523 Cuba Avenue, Alamogo
do, New Mexico, September 101: I have r£
ceived to this date seven dollars on radi
broadcast intended to start October 1. Un ·
Jess the money to s u pport the program for
one month comes faster and more liberal
for the n ext twenty days, we will be co mpelled to abandon the plan to reach thou san ds o~ people in this area w h o never h ear
the gospel any oth er way. If .enough does
not come . in to pay for one month a t $30.0 0
per week, I will return ever y cent I do receive to. the sender on the first day of
October. I hope you will help to initiate
and carry on this sou l saving program. May
the Lord open our hea rts.

~oooooooooooooooooooooooo . ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo~ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooon•
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"Things To Consider ..
This new book must be seen to be· fully appreciated. Every chap~
ter is filled with the richest gems of thought on spiritual things.
It is a veritable treasure house of inspirational mather on the great
themes of the Bible. Every subject considered is presented in
simplicity, clearness and power. One is impressed that LOVE for
lost souls is the controlling purpose of the writer. The approach
on all the great subjects considered is one of kindness, sympathy
and a desire to help.

ELEVEN CHAPTERS
You will be impressed with the titles of the eleven chapters of
the book: 1. "Sound Doctrine", 2. "Obedience and Disobedience",
3. "The Sin of Denominationalism", 4. "God's Wisdom aN.d Man's
Foolishness", 5. "God's Way and Man's Way", 6. "The Sin of
Presumption And Substitution", 7. "Faith and Grace", 8. "Christian Living", 9. "Worldliness", 10. "Spiritual Growth", 11. "Good
WorkR". But you will be charmed with the number of subjects and
their development in each chapter.
TAKE CHAPTER ONE
The following interesting and independent, but yet related subjects are treated in the chapter on "SOUND DOCTRINE": "Sound
Speech", "Corrupting the Word of God", "The Plan of Salvation",
"The Two Sides", "Speaking Boldly", "Simplicity in Christ", "A
Simple Gospel", "Another Gospel' ~, "Perverting the Gospel", "God's Fire and Hammer", "Preacb
the Word", "The New Bfrth", "Of Water and Spirit", "It Can't be Done", "Sour Grapes", "The
Thousand Years' Reign", "A Great Delusion", "The Kingdom of Christ", "Not of This World."
All of these subjects are interestingly considered in chapter one.
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National Week[?;, vVorld- Wide in Mission , D efinite In Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel Del!vered to the Saint•. Under Present Man gement for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundarion of God Standeth, having this seal: The Lord Jl:no'tntla
·
them that a r e his"-(2 Tim. 2:19)
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W. M. DAVIS
Gunnison, Colorado
In June of this year I made a request in the Firm Foundation f or information conce:ming any members of the church
of Christ who _might be living in Gunnison, Colorado. At that
time no one wrote to me from Gunnison, but I had letters
from other places from people who are interested in seeing the
church established in Gunnison.
A lett er from Sister J. H .. Dowell, 201 W. Adams Street,
Borger, Texas, tells me there are two men operating tourist
courts at Gufmison who were at one time members of the
church, but one had dropped out of attending church and the
other had identified himself with the Baptists. This is what
happens in so many cases. A state college at Gunnison has a
large enrollment of students, and it is probable there are seyeral members of the church in this ,student body.
Last week I had a letter from Sister E. F. Hawkins, Box
1454, Cortez, Colorado, telling me that her daughter is in college at Gunnison. She is a junior in college, and will probably
be there three years . •The minist er of the church at Cortez
writes me that this lady is a devoted member of the church.
Her name and address is Mary Hawkins, Western State College,
Chipeta Hall, Room 219, Gunnison, Colorado. I am giving the
addresses of these peo ple so they can get in touch v.>i.th each
other, and get a move on foot to establish the church · in Gunnison, Colorado. It is likely there are enough people in Gunnison, in the city and in the college, who are, or have been,
members of the church, to make a fair size congregation. Another inter est ed person is Mrs. M. C. Allen, 1321 Bra~ord St.,
Memphis, Texas. One Texas preacher writes me that if enough
members can be located in Gunnison to make a nucleus for
a congregation, he might be interested in working there to
establish the church.
The Earth Is The Lord's
Paul states a self-evident truth when he s~ys, "For the earth
is the Lord's and the fulness thereof" (1 Cor. 10 :26). This
means that the earth and everything in it belongs to the Lord.
Too often people forget this truth. If a man has a deed to a
thousand acres of land, that does not take it out of the hands
of the Lord. When the rich fool died, he was confronted with
the proposition, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou
hast provided? (Luke 12:20) . His conversation. had a lways been,
my land, my fruits, my barns, my soul, but at last he had
nothing left but a neglected soul.
·
The earth is the Lord's because he made it. It is the Lord's
because he rules it. Man. could not make the earth. It bears the
marks of infinite wisdom and pqwer. Man makes toys and

plays with them. The greatest thing man has ever made is
nothing more than a toy when compared with the works of
God.
Day and night, winter and summer, follow each other with
the greatest exactitud~. They h ave do~e this through all the
ages without making a mistake. The inhabitants of earth are
here on probation. This is not their last abiding place. As the
children of the Lord, we should use the world without abusing
it. Above everything else, earth is the place where man prepares to meet God.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

There Is One Body
.Elbridge B. Linn·
Do you remember your childhood impressions when the circus
came to town? Were you lured away by the loud voice of the
caller at some sideshow into spending some money to see "the
strangest thing in the world-the man with two bodies and one
head"? Perhaps it was some other "freak" ·which stirred your
curiosity and excited your attention.
Now that we are full-grown men and women, capable of discerning ' error and truth, we probably are little concerned by
any attraction of deceit and fakery practiced by early showmen.
But, there are some strange, inconsistent things which should
concern us, especially in the r ealm of religion. The strangest
thing in Christendom is the spirit which thanks God for "many
churches (denominations), for many different religious organizations." I say this attitude is "strange," because of so much
teaching in the New Testament qn the subject of Christian Unity.
Not only is the attitude strange; it is also wrong.
Paul wrote: "Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace" (Eph. 4:3). And then, "There is one body . . ." (vs. 4).
The Scriptures teach there is one body, and but ONE body!
What is that one "body? "And he is the head of the body, the
church: who il? the beginning, the firstbl!lrn from the dead;
that in all things he might have the pre-eminence" (Col. 1:18).
This same truth is taught in Eph. 1:22, 23. The body of Christ
(the church) is made up of those who are saved by Christ.
Acts 2:47 teaches that God adds the saved to his church! In
Eph. 5:23 the , truth is emphasized that "Christ is'· the Savior
of tne body." There are many members (individuals) and yet
just one body. "Foc even as we have many members in one body,
and all the members have not the same office: so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ and severally members one of another" (Rom. 12:4, 5). "For as the body is one, and hath many
members, all the members of the boody, being many, are one
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body, so also is Christ ... Now ye are the body of Christ, and
severally members thereof" (1 Cor. 12:12, 27). One would require some expert advice in the field of misinterpretation to
misunderstand these words from the word of God.
In denominationalism today we see many bodies and not a
few heads and realize that such a monster of many bodies and
many heads wduld be called a "freak" in the physic~! world.
But when we look at the religious world and consider the New
Testament teaching of a body with a head, we shut our eyes
and our ears, shift the gears of our understanding into neutral, shrug our shoulders, view . the state of Christendom with
pity, and then do absolutely nothing about it. In fact, the
preacher who tries to do something about religious division
finds plenty of opposition from the sq.-called "elect." Plainly,
the divided state of the religious world, is in violation of both
the letter and the spirit of the Bible. -It is not even according
to reason. One head cannot have 200 different bodies. Christ
does not have 200 different denominations, for he does not
have 200 different bodies. He has ONE body.
One Husband-One Wife
The word of God teaches that in the marriage relationship,
one· man and one woman should be joined for life. That is the
ideal, even though sin sometimes may break the union. Paul
took th_e illustration of marriage to teach us something about
Christ and the church: ''For the husband is the head of the
wife, as Christ also is the 'head of the church, being himself the
Savior of the body" (Eph. 5:23). Th~il, in the same chapter;
husbands are exhorted to love their wives as Christ loved the
church ( 5:25), as their own flesh, as theil• own bodies ( 5:28,
29). Paul further declares that he is speaking in regard of
"Christ and of the church" (5:32). This simply means that the
church sustains the same relationship to Christ as the woman
(or wife) does to· her husband. Christians are married to
Christ (Rom. 7:4); the church is the bride of Christ, (Rev.
19:7; 22:17). As in the figure of the body, Christ has but ONE
body, so also is the figure of marriage, . Christ has but ONE
bride of wife. She should wear his name, for what would you
think of a wife who would not wear her husband's name, choosing rather to wear the ~arne of some other man? Yet, just
drive around any city and notice what names .you find on church
buildings. Where is the name of Christ? You will find many
names honoring men, or movements, or particular doctrines,
but where is the name of Christ? One would think that the
bride should have more respect for the husband than that!
The point is that denominationalism does not honor Christ; it
honors itself. In the final analysis, Christ is left out. Religious
people everywhere should think about this, pray about it, forsake all practices peculiar to their own denominations and foreign to the New Testament, and unite with Christians only on
the word of God only!
There are today many religious persons who have dedicated
their lives to the service of Christ, who yet believe that denominationalism-sectarianism-is all · right. They have not
learned of the condemnation which the Scriptures place
on sectarianism. In the book of Galatians, the works of the
flesh are enumerated by the Holy Spirit. Three of these "works
of the flesh" should merit our careful study. They are rendered by the Authorized (King James) Version as "strife, seditions., heresies," and in the American Standard Version as
"factions, divisions, parties." God therefore condemns strife,
factions, divisions, heresies, parties, or seditions among those
who profess to follow him • .These sins are labelled "works of
the flesh" and, they "who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (.Gal. 5:2'1).
We should study the words "heresies" and "parties," which
are born from the one Greek word haireseis. Actually, our word
"heresy" is not a translation of the Greek term but only its
anglicized form. There are five other occurrences of the word
in the New Testament, and it is translated "sect" s-e-c-t! It
is applied to the sect of the Sadducees (Acts 5 :17), a particular
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, Jewish party or group different from the sect of the Phari·Sees (Acts 15:5; 26:5). Paul himself, as a Jew, had been a mem. ber of the Pharisee sect. After he had become a Christian,
and was establishing churches of Christ throughout the Mediterranean area, he was brought before Felix, the Roman governor, charged by the Jews with being "a mover in insurrections among the Jews throughout the w.orld and a ringleader
of the sect of the Nazarenes" (Acts 24:5). Because Christians
were different from the Jews and withdrew themselves from
Jewish worship and practices, in order to follow Christ and
the apostles, they were derisively and scornfully called by
some, "the sect of the Nazarenes." This one use of the term
is without divine approval. It never occurs again in the New
Testament. God did not intend it to be used as a name for his
church. When Paul came to Rome, certain Jews approached
him desiring to know more about the chw-ch of Christ, saying:
"For as concerning this sect, it is known to 'us that everywhere
it is spoken against because the Christians withdrew themselves
from the old Jewish worship and life. This was right, for Judaism had fulfilled its mission, and Christianity was now the way
to God. However, as now it is quite obvious, there should be no
sects among Christians. Factions, divisions, heresies, parties,
and sects are condemned as. "works of the flesh."
·
One who is a member of a so-called "Christian sect" is a sectarian. He who believes in propagating religious division is a
sectarian, contributing to sectarianism. Sectarianism is only another word for denominationalism. Since evE;:ry denomination
is a "sect" in "Christendom," denominationalism is wrong.
if ever there was a time when it would have been right for
people to be divided into different sects, it was when Jews and
Gentiles became Christians. But did Christ plan one church
for the Jews and another for the Gentiles? Indeed he did not!
But rather the Scriptures teach that he "made both one"
created "in himself of the two, one new man, so making peace,"
and reconciled "both in one body unto God through the cross"
(Eph. 2:14-16). That one body is the church. It is the ONE
body mentioned in Eph. 4:4. Christ has but one body. Now,
friend, this is a message to me-and to you. I have no church,
nor does the church belong to you. Either of us is guilty if
we contribute toward division in the body of Christ. Sectarianism is urscriptural, yes, anti-scriptural. Sectarianism destroys
the oneness of the church of Chlist. Sectarianism ·is a work of
the flesh. It is sinful. One cannot be a sectarian and at the same
time a faithful Christian. The sectarian practices strife, divisions, heresies-all "works of the flesh." He cannot hope to
escape the condemnation of the word of God-"They which
do sucl;l things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." Remember Gal. ·5 :19-21.
'
Friends, there are some things which are as t:rue as the Bible:
If the church of which I am a member be not the church of
Christ, identical with that of which we read in the New Testament, it will be rooted up, for Jesus said: "Every plant which
my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up" (Matt.
15:13). Please consider this.
If all the religious denominations are churches of Christ, it
is sinful for them to be divided and oppdsing each other.
If one church is as good as another, we are indictable for
criminal waste for supporting so many unnecessary churches; to

1
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say nothing about the rivalry, prejudice and hatred that they
cause.
There must be some reason for the existence of the church of
which I .am a member, and unless there is a scriptural reason
for its existence, it cannot be justified.
If there is another church on earth in which I can serve and
please God, do my duty and go to heaven when I die, then
there is no scriptural reason for the existence of the one of
which I am a member.
Friend, meditate upon these things, which I have, in a figure,
applied to myself. <
·
Now, permit me to say in utter humility, after contact with
denominations even in Asia, and after long hours of study' upon
the New Testament apart from human creeds, the church of
which I read is unlike denominations to be found today. And
the church of which I am a member is the only one in which
I can preach just what the New Testament teaches sinners to
do to be saved, Christians to keep saved, and withal to worship
and serve God. ·
It is the only church the practices of which are never questioned as t o their scripturalness.
It is the only church to which all denominations can come
without giving up, or leaving off,· one scriptural practice to
which they hold.
Digest of a sermon preached by Elbridge ·B. Linn, Austin,
Texas, August 16, 1953. Second of a series of sermons on
"Christian Unity."

Earthen Vessels
Jack Morris
The gospel of Jesus Christ is a treasure in earthen vessels
(2 Cor. 4:3-7): 1Ve have now reached the time and' place in
God's program when heavenly messengers are no longer used
to reveal the will of God. In these "last days" God has spoken
unto "us" by his Son (Heb. 1:1, 2). Our. revelation is not
partial or fragmentary but complete and final. It was confirmed and made credible by supernatural demonstrations from
God, and having been confirmed no man disannuleth, or addeth
thereto (Gal. 3:15). The curse of heaven will be visited upon
man or angel presuming to change it in the slightest (Gal. 1:
6-9). We must accept our revelation without addition or subtraction. It is the power of God unto sal~ation unto everyone
who beli~ves it (Rom. 1:16, 17). It is the treasure of the ages.

.DIVINE BIOGRAPHY OF JESUS CHRIST
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"The Divine Biography of Jesus Christ," compiled by M. V.
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four Gospels, based upon the text of the American Standard Revised Version.
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This "treasure" 1s in / "earthen vessels." The oracles of God
.refer to man as a "vessel." Saul was a chosen "vessel" to bear
the name of Christ, and Timothy was admonished to be. a
"vessel" unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master's use
(Acts 9:10; 2 Tim. ·2 :21). Therefore, Paul declares that man
made from the dust of the earth becomes an earthen vessel to
carry the good news of salvation to the whole creation (2 Cor.
4:3-7; Mark 16:16).
When was the gospel .committed to earthen vessels? The
gospel was not to be preached until .after the death and resurrection of Jesus ' the Christ (Luke 24:46-48). He gave the
apoostles the world-wide commission just prior to his ascension into heaven. The command was to go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature · (Mark 16:16), but
before they went they were to wait. They were commanded to
tarry in the city of Jerusalem for the descent of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 1:3, 4), which would guide them into all truth
and bring to their memory everything that he. had taught
them (Jno. 16:13, 14:26). The apostles were to witness to all
the world but the Spirit would empower them in order that
they might become competent witnessep (Acts 1:8).
The apostles waited for the Spirit until the first Pentecost
after the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. On that
day the Spirit descended upon them and they began to speak
to the multitudes as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts
2:4). They proclaimed the gospel with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven (1 Peter 1:12).
God completely filled earthen vessels ·with the gospel. They
were now qualified to take it to the entire world, for it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe
(1 Cor. 1:21). T:nis gospel contained in earthen vessels was to
be preached to the whole world until the end of this age (Matt.
28:18-20). The saving gospel in the hands of mortal.: men is
the treasure of the ages.
In view of this commitment to earthen vessels the apostle
asks the question, "How can they hear without a preacher?"
(Rom. 10:13, 14). Obviously, it would be impossible. However,
in this age of -enlightenment there are those who believe .t hat
saving power can be had in some other way. They hold that
salvation can-be had apart from the preacher. It was therefore
necessary to divinely illustrate this truth -in the New ·Testament so that those .who have honest hearts may firid and embrace it.
"
.
Cornelius was a devout man who prayed to God always, yet
he was an unsaved man. God sent an angel to tell him his
pra_yers were heard (Acts 10.:31).' The angel instructed him to
send for a preacher who would tell him words whereby he and
all his house would be saved (Acts 11:13, 14). The preacher
came and preached the gospel of Christ, and Cornelius and
all his house were baptized into Christ (Acts 10:47, 48). Why
didn't God save Cornelius through prayer? Why didn't the
angel tell Cornelius what to do to be saved? Why send for
a preacher? Why was . it necessary for a preacher to preach
the gospel to Cornelius? Why? Becauoo this treasure is in
earthen vessels! It pleased God through the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe (1 Cor. 1:21).
'
We read in the New Testament of a man riding alone reading from the Old Testament. He did not know of Christ and
therefore could not understand the meaning of what he read
(Acts 8:28-30). God knew the man's heart anp arranged the
circumstances so he might have an opportunity for salvation.
God sent an angel to a preacher t6 tell him ...to go down to
the road the man was traveling (Acts' 8:26). When the preacher
arrived at the road he saw the man riding along in his
chariot. The Holy Spirit told the preacher to join himself to
the chariot and the preacher found a willing listener.
The preacher preached unto him Jesus (Acts 8:35). When
they came to
certain water the man l·equested baptism.
Upon his confession of f-aith in Jesus Christ the p1·eacher baptized him and the man went on his way rejoicl11g (Acts 8:35-

a
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39). Why did not the angel appear to thp man who needed
salvation and tell him what to do instead of sending the
preacher to him? Why didn't the Holy Spirit influence the
man unto salvation instead of telling the preacher to join the
chariot? Why did both the angel and the Holy Spirit assist
the preacher in the man's salvation instead · of assisting the
man di'ooctly? Why did not the angel tell the man what to do?
Why did not the Holy Spirit tell the man what to do? Why
.send for a preacher? Because the gospel treasure is in "earth•.en vessels." How can they hear without a preacher? (Rom. 10:
:13, 14), It is impossible!
.Sa-ul of Tarsus was on his way to Damascus to persecute
'Christians when the Lord appeared unto him in the. way. Saul
fell to the ground terrified and asked, "Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?'' He was instructed to go into the city and
there it would ' be told him what to do (Acts 9:6). The Lord
appeared to a preacher and told him to find Saul. who was
praying. When the preacher arrived he told Saul to arise and
be baptized and ' wash , away his sins calling on the name of
the Lord (Acts 22:16). Here a man met the Lord face to face.
He was a sinner and inquired of the Lord what he must do.
He was sent to Dan'P.;!scus and a preacher arrived to instruct
him in the way of salvation. This man asked the Lord face to
face what to do. Why did not the Lord tell him? Why must
he wait for a preacher? Because the gospel treasure had been
committed to earthen vessels. It is impossible for man to be
s aved directly through heavenly intervention alone. Heavenly
messengers do not carry the divine terms of pardon. The
treasure is to be found where God has placed it and nowhere
·else. It is useless to seek for it in other places.
2225 Circle Court West, Fresno, California.

Christian·s Refrain From Worldly Living
Hoyt Bailey
Those who belong to Christ are not of the world. Jesus said
of his followers, "They are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world" (Jn. 17:16). r Christians have been called out of
the world. "Wherefore come ye out from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; and
I will receive you, and will be to you a Father, and ye shall
\)e to me sons and daughters, saith the L5rd Almighty" (2 Cor.
6:17, 18). The Christian has been delivered from darkness.
The apostle said, "The Father . . . made us meet to be partakers of th~ inheritance of the saints in light; who delivered
us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the
kingdom of the Son of his love; in whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins" (Col. 1:12-14).
Christians are to be fashioned contrary to the world. The
scripture says, "And be not fashioned according to this world:
but ~e ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will
of God" (Rom. 12:2). Followers of Ghrist are not to become
,entangled with the world. Peter said, "For if, after they have
.escaped t'he defilements of the world through the knowledge
of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with them
than the first. For it were better for them not to have known
the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to tarn back
from fhe holy commandment delivered unto them" (2 Peter
2:20, 21).
Christians are not to be overcome by the world, but they
I
.
are to overcome the world. John says, "I have wntten unto
you, fathers, because ye know him who is from the beginning.
I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong,
and the word of God abideth in you, and. ye have overcome
the evil one. Love not the worl.d, neither the things that a're
in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust
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of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vainglory of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will
of God abideth forever" (1 Jn. 2:14-17).
There are certain principles by which we can determine what
is worldly and what is permissible as recreation. Things forbidden by a "Thus saith the Lord are wrong. All works of
the flesh are forbidd en. The scripture says, "Now the works
of the 'flesh are manifest, which are these: fornication, uncleani:\ess, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousies, wraths, faction s, divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn you,
even as I did forewarn you, that they who practice such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:19-21). "Or
know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither fornicators nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God"
{1 Cor. 6:9-10). · Inasmuch as these things would keep · people
from inheriting the kingdom of God, they are not to be practiced by Christians. Those following the works of the flesh
are of the world.
The law of the land is to respec,'ted and obeyed, unless that
law violates the law of God. Christians cannot obey God while
disobeying civil law which is in hannony with the will of
God. The scripture says, "Let every soul be in subjection to
the higher pbwers: for there is no power but of God; and the
power that be are ordained of God. Therefore he that resisteth
the power, withstandeth the ordinance of •God; and they that
withstand shall receive to themselves judgment. · For rulers
are not a terror to the good work, .bU\t to the evil. And
wouldest thou have no fear of the power? do that which is
good, and thou shalt have praise from the same: for he is a
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he
•is a minister of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth
evil. Wherefore ye must needs be in subjection, not only because of the wrath, but also for conscience' sake. For this cause
ye pay tribute also; for they are ministers of God's service,
attending continually upon this very thing. Render to all
their dues; custom to whom custom is due; ' tribute to whom
tribute; fear to whom fear; honor to whom hcmor" (Rom.
13 :1-7).
Whatever is dishonest is wrong. Paul said, "Providing for .
honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also
in the sight of men" (2 Cor. 88:21). Lying and deception in
trading, buying, selling, and obtaining goods or property under,
false pretense are all wrong. · The scripture says, "Let him
- that stole steal no more; but rather let him labor, working
with his hands the thing that is gootl, that he may haY . whereof to give to him that hath necc" (::'1Jh. .~ : ':': ).
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Things in-decent and dis-orderly are wrong. The apostle
said, "Let all things be done decently and in .o rder" (1 Cor.
14:40). Much of the summer wearing apparel is not modest
apparel. The scr-ipture says, "In like manner also, that women
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and
sobriety . . . (which becometh women professing· godliness)
with good works" (1 Tim. 2:9-10).
Whatever causes the ,Ch1istian to be regarded as a sinner is
wrong. Things that destroy his identity as a Christian are
wrong. Christians cannot partake of the works of the flesh or
go places the flesh is at work, for such will cause him to be
regarded as a sinner. He would destroy his identity as a
Christian by partaking of the works of the flesh.
Whatever weakens his influence for good, and brings reproach on the church or .himself as a Christian is wrong. Jesus
said .to his followers, "Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the
salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden
under foot of men. Ye are the ligh)t of the world. ·A city s~t
on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men lig:ht a lamp, and
put it under the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto
11-11 that are in the house. Even so let your lighlt shine before
men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father who is in heaven" (Mt. 5: 13-16). Paul said to Christians, "Do all things without mur~urings and disputings: That
ye may become blameless and harmless, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,
among whom ye are seen as lights in the world" (Phil. 2:14,
15).
A thing that is doubtful in the Christian's own mind, and is
offensive to his own conscience is wrong. John said, "For if
our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and
knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, .then
h.ave we confidence toward God" (1 Jn. 3:20, 21). Doing things
hat are' doubtful in one's mind is wrong. Paul said, "But
ne that doubteth is condemned if he eat, because he eateth not
of faith; and whatsoever is not of faith. is sin" (Rom. 14:23).
Anything that brings the Christian to be with evil assoeiates or weakening influences is wrong. Paul said, "Be not
aeceived; evil companionships corrupt good morals. Awake to
>oberness righteously, and sin not; · for some have no knowledge of God" (1 Cor. 15:33, 34). Again, the apostle said, "Be
aot deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth,
;hat shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto his own flesh
;hall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the
3pirit shall of the Spirirt; reap eternal life" (Gal. 6:7, 8).
Whatever hinders Christian duties is wrong. Things that
;ause a Christian to miss worship are wrong. Jesus said,
' But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 1ighteousness
" (Mt. 6:33). Business or pleasure which keeps one
irom doing his Christian duties become wrong. Paul said,
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"And the things ·which thou hast heard from me among man_y
witnesses the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also. Suffer hardships with me,
-as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on
service entangleth himself in the affairs of this life; thart; he
may please him who enrolled him as a soldier" (2 Tim. 2:2-4).
A soldier does not become entangled with any affairs outside
of the army, neither are soldiers of Christ to become entangled
with any affairs of the world.
' Things that place upon the Christian an unequal yoke and
put him to a disadvantage in serving the Lord are wrong.
Paul said, "Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers; for what
fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? or what portion hath a believer with an
unbeliever? and what agreement hath the temple \of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; and God hath
said, I will dwell in the1n, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate saith the Lord, and 1
touch not the 1mclean thing; and I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daujJhter~,
saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. 6:14-18). Business or mar' riage which would place upon the Christian an unequal yoke
would be wrong.
.
It is wrong to use things tha<t are harmful to the mind, body
or soul. "What know ye riot that your body is the temple ·
of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God's" (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). The scripture says, "Prove all things;
hold fast . that which is good. Abstain from all appearance
of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and
I pray God y_our whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess.
5:21-23). The apostle said, "Whether therefore ye eat, or
·drink, or whatsoever · ye do, do all to the glory of God. Give ·
no occasion of ~tumbling, neither to the Jews, nor to the
Gentiles, nor to the church of God" (1 Cor. 10:31, 32).
Things that pll'j'nt evil thoughts in the heart and have a
tendency to tempt and suggest evil thoughts are wrong. Solomon said, "Keep thy hear\t with all diligence; for out ·Vf it
are the issues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth,
and perverse lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes look right"
on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the
path of thy fee.t, and let all thy ways be established. Turn not ·
to the right hand nor to the left;' remove thy foot from evil"
' (Prov. 23:27). Again, he said, "For as he thinketh in his
heart, so is he" (Prov. 23:7). James ·says, "draw nigh to Go.d,'
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your ha11ds, ye sin- '
ners; and purify your hearts, ye doubleminded" (Jas. 4:8).
Things which weaken or become a stumbling block in the .
way of others are wrong. Paul said, "Let us not therefore
judge one another any more; but judge · ye this rather, that
no man put a stumbling block in his brother's way, or an
occasion of falling . . . It is good neither to eat flesh, nor
to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumble:th,
or is offended, or is made weak" ('jlom. 14:13-21).
Christians are to be diligently 1engaged in doing the will of
the Lord, and by so doing they can keep themselves Ullspotted •
from the world.
Quanah, Texas.
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New Worker ·In South Waco
September 6th, Brother
Palmer Wheeler, well known
>ong director, sin~ing teacher, and song writer, began
full-time work with the
South Waco Church of
Christ in Waco, Texas.
Brother Wheeler taught vo~al activities at F reed-Hardeman College for two years,
has spent t en years in evangelistic singing, and has
~onducted countless singing
schools for churches throughout the South. He resides
at 2706 Dutton, Waco.
The South Waco church is
the. "youngest" congregation
in Waco having its beginning the first of March,
1950. From an initial memPalmer Wheeler
bership of 154 it h as grown
to. its present membership ·of 314. On April 6th, 1952, it completed a new $65,000 church building equipped with air-conditioning, and including 12 classrooms, nursery, and offices.
Wallace Gooch, its present
preacher, be~an working
w.ith the congregation from
its inception, . and report£
that the church is making
substantial strides in becoming one of the finest
congregations in Central
Texas. Since the fi rst of
t his year there have been
57 additions to the congregation, including .24 baptized (others being restored
to duty or placing member.ship). Perfect h armony and
internal peace has cha~·ac 
terized this church since it:::
beginning, and it is blessed
with
humble and capable
elden:ihip.
With the addition
Brother Wheeler to its workWallace Gooch
ing forces, it . is believed that the congregation will enjoy an
ev.en greater growth . in every way. Plans and preparations
are now in operation to establish a Mexican congregation in
Waco.

a

What Is In Thine

Hand~

Ross W. Dye
Sometimes someone gets ·the idea that there is nothing he
or. she can do in the service of God. Often, when such a person
is · thinking, "I can't do anything in the church," at that very
instant he has a great opportunity right at hand, and the ability to take advantage of it. God called Moses to lea d the
fsr~elites out of Egyptian bonqage. Moses tried his best to
think of an excuse for not doing it. As he complained of· :his
inadequacy, "The Lord said unto him, What is that in thine
hand? And he said, A rod" (Exdo. 4:2). While ~os es belittled
his ability, he had in his hand the thing he needed.
It is a sinfu disposition that depreciates and despises his
one ~alent and refuses to serve because he can't occupy the
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place of the three-talent man. "Who art thou that repliest
against God? Shall the thing form ed say to him that formed
it, Why hast thou made ·me thus?" (Rom. 9:20) . The onetalent man is just ·as needful as the three-talent man. "For
the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say,
Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear ,shall say, Because I am
not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the · hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But
now hath God set the members every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased him" (1 Cor. 12:14-18). Let the man
with little ability be a good steward of his one talent. If he
serves f aithfully in his lesser place of duty, he may be entrusted with a higher. Look around and see the manifold ·opportunities to honor God and do good unto man. You will find
the means right at hand to keep busy in the Master's service.
408 N, Marshall, Oklahoma City 10, Okla.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS, VOL. 2,
THE EPISTLES
Romans Through 2 Thessalonians in 30 Lessons
Introduction
New Testament Lessons by Granville W. Tyler, covering the
entire New Testament in 92 lessons, three volumes (LIFE OF
CHRIST AND ACTS, Vol. I, 32 lessons; THE EPISTLESRom. through 2 Thess., Vol. II, 30 lessons; EPISTLES AND
REVELATION- I Tim. through Rev., Vol. III, 30 lessons ),
are designed to teach, not something about the Bible, but the
Bible itself. These lessons have been used by the author in
mimeograph form with gratifying 1;esults.
Questions are asked that may be answered f rom the New
Testament. Adequate space follows each question for a clearcut a_nswer. Answers to all questions may be found in the
scripture references given at the beginning of each lesson.
These lessons should (1) help to familiarize one with his New
Testament, as he turns back and forth to find answers to the
questions , (2) give one an over-all view, and a fair working
knowledge of the New Testament.

How To Use These Lessons
Most effective method : Lessons should be carefully filled
out by students between class periods, and answers kept clearly
in mind for class recitation. Lesson sheets are removed from
books (notice perforating), taken up by· the teacher at the beginning of the class. The teacher should cover the lesson in
class asking each question, giving each student an opportunity
to explain his answer. Due credit should be given for every
proper answer-even if it is not worded just as the teacher's
answer. Lessons should be accurately gr~ded by the instructor,
marking each questfon missed, and placing the percentage
made in the designated place. The graded lesson sheets should
be returned promptly to. the class at each successive meeting.
Such a method proves challenging, interesting and profitable.
2. If the teacher sees fit: These lessons may be used as . a
workbook. Each lesson should b.e filled out carefully before
class time. Lessons may be graded by the class, under the direction of the teacher, during the class discussion. By this
method the books may be kept intact without removing the
lessons.
Prices:
1.

Single copy ....................
... $ .50
Five or more, per copy ................ .40
Order from:

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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M. Norvel Young
What .Does The Bible SayJ
A CHRISTIAN IS BRAVE IN .THE FACE
OF PHYSICAL DANGER!
One historian said of the early church of Christ of the first
century: "The Christians outthought the pagans, outlived the
pagans, and out-died the pagans." Faith it; God and Jesus Christ
gives a Christian courage in the face of physical danger. Continuing our study of Paul in Acts 27 we find him placed
aboard a ship bound for Rome. A great storm threatened the
ship. Luke gives a dramatic description of the storm. The
ship was lightened by casting out the wheat it carried. For
fourteen days the tempest continued until the sail'ors despaired
and tried to desert the ship. But Paul, the Christian, reassured
the entire 276 persons aboard by saying: "I exhort you to be
of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among
you, but of the ship. For there stood by me thi-., night the
angel of God, whose I an~, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not,
· Paul . . ." The ship was wrecked, but all the people landed
safely on the island of Melita.
Do YQU live in constant fear of illness or death? Do you
worry about the physical harm that may come to you or your
loved ones? Then listen to Jesus' .a dvice: "Fear•not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear
him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt.
10:28). Robert Browning said: "The acknowledgement of God
in Christ solves for thee · all the problems in this world and
·out of it." One of these problems is fear of physical harm from
the elements or from our fellowman. You can conquer this
fea1~ by "fearing God" and keeping his commandments.
Jesus taught his disciples thfs lesson when they were with
him in a tempest on the sea of Galilee. They cried out : "Lord,
save us: we perish." He said: "Why are ye fearful, 0 ye of
little faith?" Then he rebuked the winds and the sea, and
there was a great calm (Matt. 8:26).
· Great faith in God which comes from a study of his word
will conquer your fears. Increase your faith by feeding on the
sinc~re milk; of the word of God. Then exercise your faith by
doing Christ's will. Deny yourself and live daily in the steps·
of the Master. You, like Paul, will impart confidence to those
around you. You, like Paul, will be used by God to glorify
him. You, like Paul, can say at the end of your physical life:
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished the course, I have
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteou Judge, shall give
me at tbat day ..." (2 Tim. 4:7). Let me appeal to you to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as God's Son, repent of your
sins, confess your faith in Christ, and be buried with him unto
. the forgiveness of your sins (Rom. 6:4). Then grow in faith
and in love as you live the Christian life.
TOUCHING THE HEM OF THE GARMENT
"And let us. consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works . . . exhorting one another: and . so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching" (Heb. 10:24, 25).
In harmony with this passage this exhortation is written.
The Lord has abundantly blessed his church in the past twentyfive years. Hundreds of new ,churches have been started, and
hundreds of gospel preachers hav~ begun full time to preaching
the gospel. A conservative estimate of the number of churches
of Christ in the United States would run well over fourteen
thousand with over a million members. Approximately 85 fulltime workers are being supported in other countries. Millions
of dollars have been put into erecting church buildings, and

preaching the gospel at home via radio, television, pulpit, and
the pTinted page. It might be easy now to sit back and take
it easy. Nothing would please the devil more than for New
Testament Christians to relax their vigilance and their zeal.
Smug satisfaction now would defeat so much of ·the gain
which has been made by the efforts of lo_Yal and devoted
Christians in the past quarter of a century.
God has blessed us. Great achievements have been made for
the advancement of the kingdom. We have inherited a: wonder- ·
ful opportunity from our forefathers. But "let him that thi1,1keth
he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12). We have
not really touched the hem of the garment. We have not begun to do as much as God wants us to do. Tens of thousands
of fair-minded men and women are searching for the truth
in Jesus Christ if we will only bestir ourselves to reach them
with it. Hundreds· of new communities are desirous of having
a church established in their borders. Ten thousand communities in these United States alone have no church of any kind.
The Macedonian cry comes from dozens of lands like Australia, New Zealand, Sweden, Denmark, Nigeria, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, as well as Germany and Japan and many others. When you conside1; what God has done with a few Christians in the past twenty-five years, just envisio:g what he
can do with more than one million of us in the next twentyfive years.
If someone had told you that the church would grow by
leaps and bounds since 1928, just to go back a quarter of a
century, would you have been surprised? Has this remarkable
growth not caught most churches and most Christians by surpris·e ? Then, do not underestimate what God can do with us
and through us in the next 25 years. If we will only remain
faithful he will do wonders among us. You recall how Joshua
told the people of Israel: "Sanctify yom.·selves, for tomorrow
the Loi·d will do wonders among you." So, let us re-dedicate
ourselves to the Lord and his cause, and he . will do · wonders
among us. Let us not think for a moment that we have arrived,
that the church has reached the climax of its growth in our
time. That is what Satan would like for us to think. But God
wants us to provoke one another unto love and to good works.
He wants us to lift up our eyes and see the marvelous harvest
of souls. which is ripe. He wants us to work harder, to give
more sacrificially, to enccmrage every good work. He wants
us to pray for laborers to enter the harvest. He wants us to
go about everywhere preaching the word and practicing it
too. No, we .have not touched the hem of the garment of what
we can do to glorify God through the church. Let us re-aouble
our efforts rather than relax in self-satisfaction!
DESffiABLE BOOKS FOR EVERY HOME

Hurlbut's Story of the Bible, the new enlarged edition.
Memoirs of Alexander Campbell ------------------Commentary on Hebrews by Milligan --------- ----Commentary on First Corinthians
· by Lipscomb-Shepherd -----------------------------Commentary on Romans by Lipscomb and Shepherd__
Commentary on the Book of Acts by J. W. McGarvey
Commentary 'on Revelation by John T. Hinds -----Commentary on the Gospel of lohn by B. W. Johnson
Commentary on Mark by C. E. W. Dorris ---------Commentary on Acts by H. Leo Boles --~--------Commentary on Matthew and Mark
- ' by J. W. McGarvey ---------------------

4.95
8.60
2.60
3.00
2.50
3.50
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00

Order from Firm Foundation, Austin, Texas
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas
Box 77
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EDITORIAL
THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN1 (No. 2)
1. It is generally conceded that women may teach
children. There has been objection to women's teaching classes of children the Bible. I have not-yet heard
of these same objectors' opposing wo.men's teaching
classes of children in a public school. By what authority do we permit women to teach classes of children in the various secular branches of study? The
same authority that grants the permission to 'teach
any branch of study will certainly authorize them to
teach the Holy Scriptures. The fact is that God has
required that the Bible be taught, but has not required that history, science, etc., be taught. The propriety of teaching these may be urged from the standpoint of their practicability and utility in the affairs
of life, but :riot only do all these argue in favor of
teaching the Scriptures, but it is expressly required by
God that the Scriptures be taught. No one, surely,
could thi!lk of contending that it is right for .a woman
to teach a class in secular history, but wrong for
her to teach the class, also, the Holy Scriptures. Then,
we conclude that it is right and proper for a woman
to teach a class of children, or for older women to
teach younger women the things required of them in
the word of the Lord.
2. There is nothing so damaging to the cause of
truth, perhaps, as a one-sided view of privileges, rights
and duties. It is always unsafe to draw conclusions
without learning the whole truth. It is not wise to
reach conclusions from premises not proven nor admitted. The denominational world has stressed the
matter of faith as a condition for pardon, overlooking
the other conditions named that are of equal importance. We find fault with sectarianism because of
. its indifference to the ordinance of baptism in the
plan of salvation, and contend that all conditions for
salvation that are enumerated in the word of the Lord
shall be regarded. When we undertake to reach a conclusion in regard to women's work in the church, we
should not do so without due regard for all that is
revealed in the Bible on the subject. To hear many
quote Paul's language, "I suffer not a woman to
teach," you would think that they did not even know
that Paul also required that women teach. Why s,hould
we stress with unusual emphasis, Paul's statement,
when he said, "I suffer not a woman to teach," but
fail to notice, or consider, or stress the language of
the same apostle when he required that women teach?
3. rt is clear that women ·a re not authorized to
take general leadership in teaching. The patriarchs
were men. Moses, the leader and lawgiver of Israel,
Was a man; the seventy elders were men; Joshua,
and all the great prophets were men. Christ called·
the twelve apostles, and the seventy-all men-the
preachers, bishops, deacons and evangelists of the
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New Te5ltament, were men, and it is clear that God
intended that in every dispensation men should have
the leadership, and Paul was right when he said, "I
permit not a woman . . . to have dominion over a
man." God did not intend that women should take the
leadership in teaching, to the extent of having dominion over the man. It may be said that their method
of teaching is private rather than public. However, by
the term "private" it is not to be presumed, or supposed, that . a woman must necessarily instruct only
one at a time.
4. Much that has been said in regard to women's
work in the ehurch and the opposition that has been
made to her work as a teacher among the people of
God is inconsiderate, and without real foundation.
Paul's pronibition against women's taking the leadership in teaching, ruling; etc., in the church, is generally observed by godly women among loyal disciples. We do ·not have women preachers traveling,
evangelizing and bapti~ing people. I know of no women elders in the local congregations. Women do not
direct and lead our worshipping assemblies, preside
at the Lord's table, offer public prayer, lead in giving
thanks for the bread and wine, etc. But we should
not assume premises that do not obtain, and are inadmissible. We should not argue on the assumption that
our women are ·not loyal and that they are presuming
in the affairs of the church to become the leaders,
rulers, and directors of the church where the New
Testament Scriptures forbid their action.
5. For my part, it is perfectly clear to me that a
woman who is a Christian, who has strong faith, who
is a careful student of the Bible, who knows the word
of God, and practices its requirements, is well quali:
fied to teach. I will not pause here to argue from the
many standpoints from which the matter might be
considered, her suitability and qualification for the
instruction of children-those of younger years, who
are particularly susceptible to her influence. A woman who is capable of teaching young people the science
of mathematics, certainly has the ability to teach the
same young people the word of the Lord. If she has
studied the word of God herself, if she reads it carefully and frequently, if she is well versed in its teaching, she is competent to teach young people over whom
she may have influence, when opportunity appears,
the doctrine of Christ. And she can do this without
intruding into the affairs of the church in a way that
she ought not. There are thousands of women, faithful, earnest and devout, who are neglecting S,Plendid .
opportunities of teaching young people, and even
older ones, the way of life and salvation. This is a
work that is within the easy reach of godly women,
and the truth may be more widely circ_u lated and
better known, by diligence along this line.
j
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The Religious Question Hour Now Heard
Over Two Stations
"The Religious Question Hour:" a radio program featuring
Bible answers to Bible questions, with 0. J. Russell as speaker,
can now be heard over most of Southern Oklahoma, North
Texas, a large portion of East Texas, a part of Arkansas and
a small section of Louisiana. The program originates in Longview, Texas, where it is broadcast over Radio Station KFRO,
1370 kc, and is carried over "Southeastern Oklahoma's far
re.a ching independent station," KSEO in Durant, Oklahoma, 750
on your radio dial.
The church in Calera, Oklahoma, is supporting the program
·on the :Qurant station while the Whaley Street church in Longview, Texas, where Russell now preaches, ' supports the broadcast over the Longview station. Brother Russell conducted the
program over the Durant station for three and one-half years
while he worked with the church in Durant. Unusual interest
and response was reported from a wide radius as far south
as Waco, Texas; west, beyond Wichita Falls, Texas, and east
into Arkansas.
The program can be heard over KFRO, Longview, Texas, at
8 :45 each Sunday morning and over KSEO, Durant, Oklahoma,
, at 9:30 each Sunday morning. Efforts are being made to se- cure a better time for the Durant station.

From Nashville To Washington, D.C.
A. R. Holton
After almost 12 years of work in Nashville, Tennessee, I began work with the Sixteenth Street Church of Christ, 4801
16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., on September 1. Twelve
years is quite a span• of time as men count time. The work at
Central church in Nashville, Tennessee, a work that will demand the best of anyone. The Lord blessed us in many ways.
I was only absent one Sunday in the 12 years on account of
illness. This is quite a record. Nearly 1300 additions to the'
congregation were made during the time. Hundreds of sermons
were preached over the radio, hundreds of fun!'lrals were held,
hundreds of marriage ceremonies were performed, thousands
of homes were visited, thousands of personal conferences were
held. All of this adds up to 12 years of very hard work, but
it was a joy and a pleasure never to be forgotten.
Turning now to the Washington scene, it seems that God
in his providence provides us with a schooling for whatever
problems he has us to face. I feel that all of my work up to
now has made me better prepared to do the work in. Washington, D.C:. Indeed, a great door is open in this city, the capital
not only of our nation but of the world itself. Washington is
a key city to a great missionary effort. The Atlantic Seaboard
from Georgia to Maine .is a vast mission field for the churches
of Christ. The church here in Washington has been able to
make great growth because of the large numbers of our people
who moved here from all parts of the country. The work here
is harder than in the South where we have so many churches.
It takes longer, but it is a work that must be done. A work
that will challenge the very best. The church here in Washington is fully awar~ of its responsibility and I am looking
forward to a very interesting ministry in this very interesting
city. Let me say 1to all who may read this: If you have friends
or relatives in Washington and would like for them to be in
touch with the church, please let me have their names and
addresses.
It is a continuing delight here to see the vast Army and
Navy personnel that visit the church from time to time. In·
God's good providence, American soldiers have done more for

the cause of Christ in the last 25 years than any group among
us. It was the American soldier that spearheaded the cause
in Germany, Italy and France. Perhaps no other situation has
ever been like this before in the history of the church. Many
of our Army personnel sooner or later come to Washington.
This church has received these men with open arms and provides a fellowship each Sunday for them. After our regular
service, each one is invited to stay for this hour of fellowship
• that consists of a me<tl prepared by the women of the church.
It reminds us of similar days in the country in Texas when the
church would announce "dinner on the ground." Those were
great occasions. This is a permanent part of the work here.

Interesting Pamphlets Available
More and more churches of Christ are using tracts and attractive pamphlets to help preach the gospel. More people
are reading than ever before. Tkere is a decided rise in the
general production of books and magazine articles on religious
themes. Let us take advantage of this averiue.
Man'y churches are unaware of a series of pamphlets produced by the 20th Century Christian. These are designed to
gain the immediate attention of the reader. There are 34 pages,
Reader's Digest size, with a colored picture cover. They are
available in any quantity. The price is exceedingly low in
view of the quality of printing. In various tests matle by some
churches in tract racks these tracts are the first ones picked
up by .the visitor. Check this list of themes and see if the
church where you worship is taking advantage of this line of
gospel pamphlets:

1'. Understanding the Bible; 2. God's Way of Salvation;
3. The Cross of Christ; 4. The New Testament Church; 5.
Church Music; 6. Christian Ste.w ardship; 7. Wo:t;ldliness; 8. For
Men in Service; 9. Making Maniage Work; 10. One Christ for
One World; 11. Examples of Conversion; 12. Overcoming S~r
row.
You may order these at ten cents per copy. Special rates
for quantities. Order from the Firm Foundation.

To Whom It May Concern
Clarence C. Gobbel
Brethren:
This is written in behalf of Brother Gus Winter, of Casa
Grande, Arizona. Brother Winter is eligible to retire on a
social security allo\~ance of about $80 monthly on January 1,
1954. He has preached and taught the gospel among the
churches of Christ over a period of close to twenty years. It
is his desire to o-et back into full-time gospel work after having
been engaged
secular employment recently. He has continued
to preach and teach as opportunity pern1itted while thus engaged. It is his desire to find an opening to fill a Bible Chair
in one of our college or university centers, and feels that he
is qualified to do such work, since he holds university and
seminary degrees.
Since he will retire soon with a regular social security allowance, as above stated, and thus can, if necessary, provide
his own housing, it would not take a large salary for him and
his wife.
So far as I have had occasion to observe, I can commend
Brother Winter in his character, manner of life, teaching ability, and general deportment for general preaching work. Any
brethren who might be interested in contacting him for work,
on or before January, 1954, may write Gus Winter, 113 North
Florence Street, Casa Grande, Arizona.
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FROM THE HARVEST- FIELD
'\Villium B. Ii:ugltn, 506 Cotton Avenue,
Arthur L. 'Goltlen, ·Box 365, Perr yton, T ex as, September 6:- Our m eeting with L ee Caruth ersvill e, Missouri: Another precious
Raw lin gs resulted in three placi n g m e m- soul came forward confessing the error of
her way. The work here continues to grow.
bership and one baptized.
Plans are being made to l ay the fou ndatio n
Quentin A. Dunn, Box 273, Eldor ado, T ex - fo r the n ew edacatio n al building.
as, Septe mb er 17: Since I last r epo rted, one
Elbridge D. Lhm, 1903 University Avenue,
h as been baptized, on e restore d a nd two
h ave confessed sins. · I have time open for Austin , Texas, Sep temb er 21: Yesterday the
Bible School attendance was 495. We had
meetings a~ter the firs t of the year.
set 500 as a goal. There were 33 to place
Garnie A.tkisson, Fort Morgan, Colorado, m embership and one restored. T he work
September 14:
Th ree have ' been baptized of the Lord at University Avenue congreh ere recently. Record crowd for morning gation is in splendid condition.
worsh ip yesterday. Hav e walls of bas e m ent
Raymond DeS1min, Blanco, Texas, Septemfor n ew building up. Most of work is beber 7: Yesterday was another good day with
ing don e by members of the church.
u s here. The hou se was nearly full for the
Ernest JUcCoy, Gain esvi ll e, T exas, Septem- preaching service; on e was baptized. When
ber 17: In the past week three have been you are passi n g this way, stop by and wor baptized and o n e placed membership with s h ip with us. Blanco has a very go od and
us at the Comm erce Street congrega.tion. pleasant group of people with w hich to work .
Th e attendance and interest are good at all
J. Loyd Rice, 400 E. 3rd St., Casa Grande,
services.
Ar izona: The work here is mov ing along
ElbTidge B. Linn, 1903 Un iversity Avenue, fine . Attendance. is increasing. Interest is
We are planning a m eet ing next
Austin, Tex as, S eptemb e r 14 :
Y es t erday good.
was fine for the Un iversity Avenue congre - month and look forward to continued growth
gation. An ' all -tim e record was set in the in the househo l d of God here. I am getB ible c lasses. Th er e were 420 persons pres- tin g up a club of s ub scrib ers for the Firm
ent.
Twenty-seven
placed
m embership, Foundation.
three of whom were restored.
Homer Pntnrun Reeves, 2442 W. J efferson
My
Chns. E . PnrkeT, 711 Blackworth, Miami, Blvd., Dallas, Texas, September 16:
Oklahoma, September 17: Our fa ll meeting meeting with the Lepanto, Arkan sas, church
with T ommy Kelton came to a close tonight resulted in s ix or seven baptisms an d abou t
with three baptized into Christ and two add- as m any restorations. Th e Sunset church
e d to our forces by memb ership. The preach- is now enjoying the comfort and utility of
ing was good and we had good attendance her lovely n ew b-uilding. One was baptized;
on e was restored and five came by transfer
throughout the m eet ing.
on Septemb er 13.
John French, 2716 S. Lewis, Littl e Rock,
W. A. Bradfield, Henderson , T ennessee,
,Arkansas, September 17: Two baptized here
Augu s t 16; one placed membe r ship Septem- Last n ight I closed a -go od meeting at Ox ber 6; one was baptized and ten restored ford, Mississippi. Three were baptized and
September 13. I recently held me eti ngs at four were restor ed. Billy Ringgold of
Plummerville
(12 bapti s ms) a nd Geyer Clarksburg, l e d the singing in a spl e ndid
manner.
Richard Cur r y is doing a fine
Spri n gs, both nea r Little Roclc
work there. This was the f irst !lleeting in
J, C. Choate, Davi d Li pscomb Coll ege, Box the new build in g and the first In Oxford
846, Nashvill e, T ennessee, September 18: The in 12 years.
m eetin g a t Sykes, Tenn., was fine. Brother
Joe H . 1\lorris, Center, Kentucky, Septe mHarold Jon es· did a splendid job in l ead ing
thEl singing. I closed a meeting las t weelr ber 14: Last ni ght Brothe r Roy E. Cogdill
in the Smith community n ea r B ooneville, and C. M. L en eave closed one of Paducah's
greatest m ee tin gs. Th e preaching was powMiss.
erful a nd true.
Th e crowds overflowed,
c. A. Buehnnan, Glen Ros e, T exas, S ep - while three were b aptized. Roy Cpgdill is
tember 14: We had good s ervices h e re yes- giving the world exactly what It needs to
terday. Ov er forty visitors signed our vis- h ear. I am In what promises to be a good
itor's r eg ist er. P eople co me h ere from many me eti ng her e. Clements Street work goes
places for tr eatments In the five sanatari- well.
ums. The church has a great opportunity.
J. c. ·1 \lnrphy, Cumby, T exas, September
We are happy in the work.
15: I have been preaching the p ast year
Herbert L. Newmnn, 559 West Mariposa for the congregation at Farmersville, T exas,
Drive, San Antonio, T exas, September 16: where I formerly live d and lab or e d with
We continu e to experience a steady growth the e xception of two months this summer
at the West Avenue church. Two were bap- while e ngaged in me etings. Brothe r Osby
tized and three placed membership with us Weaver of Greenville, Texas, just closed a
within the pa s t two weeks. Wh e n in San good mee t·ing with six baptized, during which
Antonio, visit with us at West Avenue and time a Vacation Bible School was conducte d.
Sherwood l;>rlve.
1\1. Hnllldny Trice, 67 Waller St., San Francisco, September 17: Th e work of the Lord
at the Golden Gate congregation, 8th Avenue and Cabrillo Street, continues with Int er est. At our mld-weelr m ee ting las t nig ht
a young sailor was baptized. , Please send
m e the names of those who should be contacted.

1\Ionroe E. Hnwley, 3413 S. Alabama Avenue, Milwaukee 7, Wisconsin, S eptember 16:
Th e first ser~ ic e ' of th e church in Waukesha,
Wisconsin, was held Septembe r 13th In the
Avalon Hotel wi th 24 present. Billy Boyd,
evang elis t of R aci n e, preached. Five famili es from the church In Milwaukee provide
the nu c l e us of th e n ew church. Waultesha
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is a city of 22 ,000 fifteen mil es west of
Milwaukee. Four congregations cooperated
in a series of gospel meetings conducted
during July and August and th e new congrega tion is a n outgrowth of this effort.
Names of members in the vicinity of Waultesha may be sent to the writer.
Clifton Ros·ers, 3325 Fifth Street, Port Arthur, Texas, September 15: Las t Lord's day
h e r e at Procte r Street a new record high of
445 in Bible School attendance was establish ed, a lon g with a record contr ibution of
$1,500.00.
M. Norvel Young of Lubbock
brought three sp l endid l essons e mphasizing
studying the B ible in classes. The brethren
h ere are stretching forward in a high spirit
of enthusiasm and faith.
'\Villis G. Jcrnis·an, 1401 A s h Street, Commerc e, Texas, S ep tember 14: Nine placed
m emb e r s hip here yesterday. The congregation is growing. The Cross Roads meeting
n ear Grand Salin e c l osed August 27th with
five bap tisms inaludin g a life long m e mber
of the Baptist denominat ion. B. C. Goodpas.tu re, editor of the Gospel Advocate, will
be in Commerce October 1-1 for our fall
meeting.
J

Jas. A. Fry, Box 151, Jasper, Texas, September 14: I b egan wo rk with the church
h e re y es terday.
T wo placed m embership.
Brother Norman Starling, who had been
with the church here for almost three years,
baptized eight the last Sunday he was here.
He did a fin e_ work here, and is loved by
the church. Th e church . h ere maintains a
da ily rad io broadcast, except Saturdays. The
work with the Goldthwaite church was
pleasant. We l eft with the good will of all.
R. c. Oliver, 1303 West Virginia Avenue,
Parkersburg,
W es t
Virginia,
September
12: On August 12 I closed a m eet ing at
Sharpe, Ky ., .in which 27 were baptiz e d and
one restored. In a me e ting at Hazel . Dell,
Ill., whic):l _closed Au g ust 28, I baptized
three. On August 30, I closed my work at
Thayer Street in Akron a nd, began here last
Sunday, S eptember 6. While here I will attend schoo l in Marietta. If you have friends
whom you would lik e for m e to visit while
here, please send me their names and addresses.

1\lnlcom P. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Huntington Park, Califo r n-i a, September 12: My
fam ily a nd I have jus t r e turn ed from a
trip w hich took m e as far north as Vancouver, B. C. In Portland, Oregon, ~! spoke Sunday morning for the North East congregation where Brother L . D. Webb Is evange list and h ead of the Columbia Bible School
which has begun meeting In Its new build in g. Two were r estored. We enjoyed visits w ith three other congregations on our
trip. This past week four have placed membership here at Huntington Park, and a new
mid-w eek attendance record of 115 was
m a d e.
Hoyt IL Honclten, 1403 Hicks, San Antonio, T exas, S ept. 17 : Since beginning work
with the Highla nd church, 1226 Highland
Boulevard, h ere In San -.Antonio, there have
b ee n eighteen additions: eight baptisms,
two restorations, and eight tran sfers of
m e mbership. , Recently two mor e elders
were added, giving us a total of eight. The
names of eleven m e n are now before the
congr egation for deacons, these to be a dded
to th e seven who are now s e rving.
My
new book, "Sermons Inside and Out," a book
of sermon outlines which I am comp!llng,
will b e r eady for th e press soo n . We are
en joy ing a very pleasant work h ere at
Highland. When coming our way, visit us.

Tuesday, September 29, 1953

FIRM FOUNDATION
Raymond Dailey, 410• Seminary, Crawfordsville, Indiana: For the past two and
one -h alf ye'a rs I have preached for the
church at Huntsville, Ark., and attended
the University completing my Master's d e gree in history. I moved here and began
work wit11 th e church the first Sunday in
September. I could hold so me meetings next
summer.' Any congregation d es iring a meeting n ex t summer contac t m e at the above
address. I c:;tn give references as to my
character and preaching abHity.

Chas. E. ·Parker, 711 Blackwo.rth, Miami,
Oklahoma, September 6: Two baptize d in to
Christ during August.
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v. JU. Gilbert, 1913 Franklin Avenue, Des
Moines, Iowa, September 7: The first six
months of this y ea r were spent in preaching
which was done in Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, and Washington. I conducted four mectin,gs in the state of Washington with several being baptized. Now in the second week
of a meeting at this place. Several other congregations have been represented in attendance. Brother Joe Lemmons, the local
preacher from Chillicothe, is leading our
singing. A very dry season in these parts
and along with the hot weather of last
week, some sickness and a death has made
it somewhat harder for the meeting. Expect
to continue here till the night of the 13th
and then begin the next night in Center
Po int, Iowa, then on to Illinois, Indi ana,
and Ohio for meetings. Hope to accomplish
good for the cause cf Christ.

A. H. lllnuer, 115 Castillo Avenue, San Antonio, Texas, September 15: The G rov e Avenue church sent me to Front Royal, Va., foD
They have a nice
a meeting in August.
new building, a fine smah memb ership and
a good .preacher in Brother Nelson Smith.
While in t.hat part of the country I preached
in me etings at 25th & Noble in Ann iston,
Ala., and at Ca!npbell's Spring, Ala., near
Syh·an Gray, Gunnison, Colorado : We are
Ashland.
Two baptisms at Front Royal
and two at Anniston. I also preached one meeting at the I.O.O.F. Hall every Lord's
night in Wheeling, W. Va.; W'here I once day in Gunnison, Colorado. With the help
worl,ed. This was an en joyable experience. of Brother Charles P. Poole f r om Michigan
Grove Avenue is in good shape and doing a who was here for the summer teaching in
the college we were able to get a few membig work.
bers together ancl met in his hom e until
Jolut W. Hedge, 63'6 Kickapoo Street, we were ab l e to find a place to meet. We
w. T. Huno.iltou, 607 N . 1st, Lamesa, Tex.Jacksonville, Texas, September 17: The have about fourteen members in attendance
m eeti n g with the church at Canute, Okla- and have some vi s itors. ::I'here is much to as, September 10: Last month L eroy Brownhoma, which embraced the first ancl second be done here as th e re is -a distance of over low conducted a good meei.ing for us. The
Lord's clays of Se ptember, was well attend - two hundred mil es without a church. Most preaching was splendid. There were two
ed, the interest was good, ancl one was of the members like myself live out from restorations and five baptisms-all adults.
baptized. My debate with Dr. Albert Gar- Gunnison and if we have a severe winter We are now doing some repair work and
The need for
ner, Baptist, is scheduled to be h eld at it will be hard to carry on the work but r e d eco rating our building.
this wa'l caused by a recent tornado which
Gallatin, Texas, beginning October 12th. The we will do the b es t we can .
•
did about $4,000 damage to the building. It
debate will be held only at nights on the
G. s. Westbrook, Box 420, Bonham, Texas, will be lil<: e new when this work is finished .
following dates: October 12th, 13th, 15th
and 16th of the first week; and on the September 10: Last Sunday was my first Our mission program in most places is
19th, 20th, 22nd ancl 23rd of the · second in this work, at Northside. One was re- bringing results. Brother Nagano, whom we
week. Those from distanc e who plan to at- stored at the morning servic e. I preached J>Upport in Japan, baptized sixteen on a trip
tend will please keep these elates in mind. over th e radio at 8:00 a.m., h e re at 10:40, he made to Okinawa last month. Brother
taught a class at 9:45, and preached again Minestroni reports two baptisms in Italy,
V. J . Cnllum, North Military Street Church, at 6 p.m., and then drove out to a commun- and Don Finto reports three baptisms in
Brother Willie Pope
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, P. 0 . Box 8242, ity north of here and preached again at Hamburg, Germany.
0. C. 14, September 13: I am soon to close eight o'clock. There seems to be plenty to who preaches for the colored people here
a little over three years work with the do here. I am to be in a meeting with the h eld a m ee ting in Alabama and reports two
brethr en here, all of which has been en - Central chur.ch in Denison beginning Sun- baptisms and seven from the Christian
joyable and profitable for all concerned. day, Sept. 20. One of our young m en, Billy church there.
More than 200 have been added during this Barr, preach e d at Southside Sunday night
Frnilk J. Dunn, Peak and East Side
period, and we !<lave sent some 33 to begin and baptized his f a ther and mother. Praise
a n ew congregation nearby. After October God for the power of his word and for m en Church of Christ, Dallas, Texas, September
9: My family ancl I recently drove 7,30 0
12, my address w ill be Bryson, Texas. We who preach It faithfully!
miles through the twelve western states and
are looking forward to working with this
into the edge of Mexico and Canada, vi=<itcongr egat ion. R ecently here, we have had
Shamrock Shores Clmrclt of Christ, Ango three re s tored . Anyone interes ted in the ra at Tavaros Streets, Dallas, Texas, Sep- ing eight national parks and several naworl' m a y write the elders at th e above tembe" 8: In mid-Nov ember, 19.52, Stanley tional monuments , such as the Petrified Forest. God is truly glorified in all the maraddress.
J. Lovett began work with this congregavelous wonders he has wrought. During the
tion as regular minist e r. Since that tim e,
OUTer
C.
Cunningluun.,
406
Chestnut more than 90 people have responded to the tim e, we conducted a me e ting with the F;J
Cookeville, T ennessee, S epte mber 10:
On invitation. During this same period, this Cajon church in Sa n Diego, Calif., where
September 8th Brother Jam es H. McBroom, a congregatfon has contributed more than six were baptiz e d and five restored. Fred ·
long time friend and Sister Evelyn Crunk $29 ,000. We have been able to retire in three Amick serves in a sp l endid way as l0cal
We ta1ked with bretpren at
of Nashville were joined in marriage by me years a mortgage that was planned to be evangelist.
Livingston, Mont., and Olympia, Wash., and
at the Willow SLreet church of Christ in retired in ten years.- Under construction now
worshipped at Port Angeles. It is · inspiring
Cookeville. Sister Crunk taught Latin and is the new educational' building that will
French at the Hillsboro High School in ' have year-round air -conditionin g . This build- to see the growth in the Northwest, but
Nashville and receiv e d h er Master's Degree ing will be completed abo ut November 1 5. much remains to be done. In Montana, our
third largest state, there are twenty-one
in these subjects from th e University of When visiting in the city of Dallas, a warm
congregations, with only ten full-time
Texas in Austin this summer. Brother Mc- welcome awaits you at this congregation.
preachers.
Broom preached his farewell sermon at the
Green Hllls church of Christ in Nashville
v. A. Vlck, Lovelady, T exas, September
F. A. Livingston, 2128 Amanda Street, Ft.
on September 6th and is now located with 16: On April 1, I began working with this Worth, Texas: This comes to say that I rethe South Miami church of Christ in Florida. congregation.
We h ave a fine group of cently closed a fine m ee ting In Oakwood,
H'is home address: 6236 S. W. 69th Avenue, Christians here. The elders are of the very T exas. There were eleven baptized and four
South Miami, Florida.
best. I was in a meeting in Roxie, Miss., to place membership. This was th~ first time
the first part of July. After this Brother that the gospel had . been preache<l in OakBill •McCown, Liberty, Texas, September Conner and I worked together in a goodo wood to the colored people. This meeting
15: Our work with the splendid congrega- meeting where he preaches at Weldon, Tex- was sponsored by the white church of Christ
tion in New Braunfels, Texas, came to a as, near h ere. Th ere were ninete en hap- in Oakwood. B ro ther A. C. Boggs, one of
close Sunday, September 13th. Over three tisms and four restorations in this meet- the elders of the white church of Christ In
and one-half years were spent with this in g. From h ere I went to · Ridge, Texas, Haskell, Texas, recommended me to the
congregation, and we left them with a where Brother Gimon and I worked togeth- church in Oakwood. He himself encouraged
sense of lo ss. However, we are confident er in that meeting. The results there were my efforts much in that meeting and also
that the c hurch there has a bright future. two baptized and one restored. Our meet- contributed to its support. Because of the
We have completed out· move to Liberty, and ing here with Brother Luther Blackmon re- lack of finance the white church there in
are looking forward to a pleasant labor suited in one restoration and many hearing Oakwood is not able to build a me E}ting
with the brethren her e. Brethren T. 0. Da- the word. We just finished a good meeting house for the little ch urch and they need
vis and T. K. Newman are eld ers. Robert in a community near here which the Love- one so very badly. Any brother, sister, or
Gordon Clement prec eded me as minister lady congregation sponsored.
There was congregation will do well if you will send
for this congregation.
Th e church build- good Interest among those who are not a contribution to Mr. Wade Barnett, General
ing is loaated at the corner of Webster and members of the Lord's church. Three have Delivery, Oakwood, " Texas. All money sent
Fannin Streets. When passing through our been baptized recently het; e. The glory be- will be ack nowl edged and us ed for erecting
city, stop and visit with us.
longs to the Lord.
a meeting house for th!l new church.
1

.,
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L. E. Garner, Benton, Kentucliy, September 16: Eleven were baptized and three restored in a meeting that began August 23rd
and went through September 2nd. Of these
that were baptized, one was a Methodist,
and two were Baptists. Brother Elbert M.
Young of E'ldorado did the preaching in this
fine meeting,' Brother B. L. Trevathan, our
local song leader, did a fine job leading the
singing. I closed a meeting recently with
the Oak Valley congregation with a husband and wife being baptized. When spending your vacation on the Kentucky Lake,
worship with us.
Geo. S. Benson, Harding College, Searcy,
Arkansas: I closed a meeting at Waldo,
Arkansas on August 16. The Waldo church
is one of the old churches in the state. That.
community is the scene of a great many
early debates. The church has grown a great
deal in Waldo during the past five years
and now is housed in a nice building with
good classrooms.
The meeting was well
attended from start to finish. The hearing
was excellent. There was one restoration,
no baptisms. Brother C. F. Shirey is the
local minister. While he is new in Waldo,
the brethren were much delighted with his
work.
John T. 1Smltll, 2521 Colgate, Lubbock, Texas, September 16: In the last month four
have been baptized and five have been added by transfer of- membership here with us.
Recently I did the preaching in a meeting
at Slaton, Texas, ' in which four were baptized. The church there is a good one. The
attendance for· the morning services never
fell under 1010 P.nd reached 120 one day.
Brother M. E. Blake is the new preacher
with the church, and was a good helper in
the meeting. My next meeting is in •Lincoln, Neb., with Brother Hershel Dyer, the
preacher, beginning next Lord's day. Brother Hubert Arant ef Lubbock will lead and
direct the singing. After this, I have meetings at Herring Avenue, Waco, and Palestine.

Roy H. Lanier, 1106 S. Dew-ey Street, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, September 14: 1 am to
be with the church at Sand Springs, near
Tulsa, Oklahoma, in a meeting October 18.
28.
Brethren in that area are requested
to remember this date and attend as · many
of the s ervices as possible.
The church
as well as I, will appreciate your coopera~
tion.

K~nsas

section of
where the church Is almost un!{nown. This church is making a
reai sacrifice to meet their great challenge
of opportunity. I !mow of no other similar
place holding greater promise for the immediate future providing outside help can
ben continued at least through next year.
I

Floyd Embree, 610 E. LaDeney Drive, Ontario, California, September 11: September

w. J. Sllaekelford, 323 W. Sheztman, Neo- 1 marked the end of three years labor with
sho, Missouri, September 14:
The church the church in Artesia, New Mexico, during
at Coffeyville, Kansas, is engaged in a 90- which time about 200 were baptized. I beday gospel meeting. I preached in the fifth gan k.ere September 6 and from all appearweek of this meeting September 7-13. A ances this will be a very enjoyable work.
substantial, well-located building was re- One was baptized at the end of Ladies Bible
cently completed here with the help of a Class last Monday evening. Brother Robert
number of established congregations. Geo. A. Waller follows me in Artesia. Brother
Darling is doing a truly great work as Waller has worked with this congregation
local preacher. More men of his ability and before and is loved by the community. With
experience are needed in this area. There the eldership and membership they have,
is need for a strong congregation in this Artestia should continue to be a good work.
industrial city of 20,000, and with continu- The -elders in Artesia backed · me in preaching support from other churches for a lim- ing and contending for the truth. I have
ited time, the influence of the Coffeyville every reason to believe that the elders here
congregation will be felt throughout this in Ontario will do likewise.
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AND it came to pass in !-co'- 9 The same heard P~;J.ul speak:
..11_ ni-um, that they went both who steclfastly beholding . him,
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of the J ewf2, and so spake, that to be healed,
a great multitude both of the 10 Said with a loud voice,
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WALLACE- KETCHERSIDE DEBA.TE

!

From October 26-30•, Brother G. K. Wall ace will e ngage "\'V. Carl Ketcherside in
d e bate in St. Louis. We have secured a
h all at 6200 Etze l . Street, St. L ou is, that
will seat 2,000.-STERL A . WATSON, St.
Louis 14, Misso uri.
Leo H. Thurston, . Lutesvi ll e, Missouri,
September 16: Our meeting closed S'eptember 5 with one baptism, one restoration, and
one placing memb ership.
The preachin g
was done in a very capable manner by
Brother James! J. Welker of Melber, Ky.
We at Lutesv ille a r e very th a nkful to th e
church in Melber for sending Brother Wel k-er
to preach •in this meeting. The ch urch h ere
is p r ogress in g as well as can be exp<>cted
und er o ur crowde d cond ition for our Bible
class work. We have purchased a lot, and
have _appealed to the churches everywh er e
for at least a little help on our building
program, but as yet it h as not been very
e ncoura-ging.
We will appreciate very
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much any offering you may be able to send tis ms. The ch urch in Tenaha invite d me, to
us t o C. E. Lincoln, Marble Hill, Mo. We be w i th th em in another gos pel effor t next
fee l s ur e the' church of our Lord would mpve year. We are in our third year with the
forward i n a great way if we just had the Maplewood congregation. In many ways this
facilities to handle the work that needs to has been a most profitable worlc vVe are
be done. L et us all pray, and do something glad to announce an inc~·ease, both in inabout it while we pray.
terest and atte ndance. In a bus iness meeting las t week it was decided to e nl a rge our
Elton s. Hughes, Box 2506, Maplewood, program.
When visiting or traveling in
Lou i s iana, Septe mber 4 : Our meeting with this sec tion of the state, s t op in and worMerle Bryant frorr{ August 24 through Sep- ship with u s.
tember 2, resulted in five r esponses, three
baptisms and two· .confessions of faults.
Jlleh·in J . Wise, 4216 Stanhope Avenu e,
This was considered th e most successfu l Dallas, Texas, September 1 7:
It was my
mee ti n g ever to be held in Maplewood. Foi - pl eas ure to do the preach ing in a meeting
lowing the mee ting, four have placed mem - w i th the Walnut Street church in T exarbership. August 21, I baptized a -l ady who k a na, Texas, which closed last night. The
h a d been a member of the Pentecostal interest was f i.n e and the audiences grew
church for seventeen years.
During the fro m th e very first serv ice. Brothe r Loyd
summer I h ave h eld meetings in the follow- R. Brents is doing . an excelle nt work with
ing places: _Paul Store community, Sh e lby this good church. Five were baptized and
County, T exas, no r espo nse ~ ; Log·ansport, L a ., several others were restored or placed m emthree ba:ptisms ancl two restorations; Winns- bership, I promised to return for another
bora, La., Route 3, two baptisms and two meeting in 1957. The Lord w illin g, I shall
restorations; a n d T enaha, Texas, two bap- begin a m eeting with U1e church in Clarks ville, Tennessee, en October 5th.
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H. Ii:enneth Rhodes, Box 54, Elida, N ew
Mexico, August 28 : I took up full time
work with th e congregat ion at Elida t h e
first Sunday in J une, with plan s to co ntinue there for at least one year. At the
_pres e nt t im e, I am on my way back there,
after leading the sing in g for thr ee meetings in Tenn essee.
Broth er Prank V an
Dyke preac h ed at Gates, Tenn essee , a nd
two were baptized. Broth er J. A . McNut t
of Memp hi s did the preaching at the Cairo
congre g at ion n ear Alamo, Tenn essee , b<tPtizin g fi ve; an d Brother Ross 0. Sp ears of
Bolivar, Misso uri , preach ed for the Ma ury
City, T en n essee, meeting, baptizing nine and
restor ing one.
I sti ll have some v aca nt
time for the n ex t s umm er, and would 1ike
.to boo!( m ee tings to eith er preach or direct
.s in g ing.
Anyone who is inter es ted may
contact m e at the above address.
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DANIEL, 4.

Nebuchadnezzar ?'elateth his d?·eam.
EB- U- CHAD - NEZ' ZAR the B. C. 57Q.
king, a unto al~ p e ople, nations, - - - and languages, that dwe]J in all the ach.3.4;6.
25.
earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.
2 2 I thou~ht it good to shew the 2 Chald. It
seemly
signs an d w onders b that the . high was
befo1·e >rne.
b ch. 3. 26.
God h ath wrou.ght toward me.

N

upon my bed, and, behold, n a watcher and 0 an holy one came down from
heaven;
14 He cried 4 aloud, and ·said thus,
PHew down the tree, and cut off his
branches, shake off his leaves, and
scatter his fruit: q let the beasts get
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and is l eav ing with the love and affection
of the entire congregation.
We feel deeply indebted to the elders of
w. T. Wheeler, Treasurer
the church in Fayetteville, Arkansas, for
Seveutlt AVCJlUC Church of Christ,
their ~;eleasing Brother Fred W. McClung
1\liami, Fla.
from a new two year contract, so he could
A Mr. and Mrs. J a cob David and six small
begin his work as our mini s t er on Septem·c hildren have appeared in at least two South
ber 13th with a gospel meeting.
Florida citi es recently claiming to be !JiemWe are fortunate in securing the s ervices
bers of the church from D el Rio, Texas, and
of Brother McClun g.
He is w e ll known
appealed for h elp from congregations at
through the brotherhood, as a builder and
West Palm Beach and in Miami. Approxipromoter of the Lord's cause, for his soundmately $100.00 was given them in th e former
ness, and success in revival meetings as well
city just before their arrival in Miami with
---o--as local worlc He worked for the good
the hard luck story and Buicl;: Sport Road- 1\lcCLUNG 1\IOVING TO OKLAHOI'tiA CITY, church in Anson, T exas, before going to
ster, badly in need of repair.
Groceries,
OKLABOJ\IA
'
Fayetteville, Arkansas.
gaso lin e, hotel r e nt and cash was .also given
We are thankful that this congregation
them here. ~ After one night they checked
has not been bothered with division, but is
out of hotel informing manager they were
happy, loving, and peaceful.
returning to Texas. Texas preacher, whom
(Signed) A. T. Belknap, S. J. Cook, R. C.
they c laimed baptized them, writes: "I have
Mass, Herbert Poe, Hugh D .. Straughn, Erno recollection of having ever· met them. I
nest Warren, Rex T. Westerfield; Elders of
have no record that would show they were
the Church of Christ, 12th & Drexel, Ol<labaptized in Del Rio, especially during the
homa City, Okla.
n ear ly five years I was there. . . . . . I'm
afraid you' ve been 'dup ed.'
These things
-------0------happen quite often." Mr. J acob David clafms
DEBATE ON BIBLE CLASSESto be a painter and they give their home
WOlliEN TEACHE,R S
address as Water Street, Del Rio, T exas, but
also claim they are from Pampa, T exas, and
California. Th ey claimed to have driven to
This discussion is sc h ed uled to be held at
Miami from Jacksonville in one day but
Littlefield, · T exas. Brother Ralph Gage of
'\Vest Palm Beach brethren state they had
Ft. Smith, Arkansas, and Norman Gipson of
them in a motel for a week before their
Grand Prairie, T exas, will be the debaters.
.P ropositions are · as follows:
arrival here.
"The Scriptures t each, that a local conBrethren and churches should know this!
gregation may employ Bible classes in its
----0•---regular program of t eaching (in s isting that
PEACE :RESTORED AT WALDRON, ARK.
the m e mbers attend, an d invitin g the world
to attend); and that godly women may teach
Russell 111. Ingalls
some of these classes." Affirmative, Norman
On August 2, 1953, the division at WalGipson; Negative, Ralph Gage.
dro n, Arkansas, came to·an end. About eight"The Scr\ptures tea·ch, that a local coneen months before, the congregation was
gregation, in its regular program of teachFreel W. lllcClung
divided; about half of the congregation met
ing the word (that is, Insisting on the presin a bt!'ilding in the rural community of
Brother J. B. Kinney has r es igned as min- ence of the members, and inviting the world
Pleasan t Hill.
ister of the Twelfth & Drexel congregation, to a ttend), may employ only one group for
In the early part of 1953, Brother G. B. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and has taken up teaching all who come to be taught by the
Stroope moved to Waldron from Amarillo, the worl{ at Lebanon, Tennessee. The con- church; and that men only may teach.'' AfTexas, and began preaching for the con- gregation has grown and developed in every firmative, Ralph Gage; Negative, Norman
gregation. It was largely through his ef- way during the six years that Brother Kin- Gipson.
forts that harmony has been restored.
This discussion is scheduled for Septemn ey has been with us.
He is a diligent
Wednesday evening, July 29, Brethren worl<er for the Lord, ever a faithful servant bez: 22-25.
Par:sley, Granville Richmond and Gus McDaniel resigned as elders of the Waldron
congregation.
WA;RNING)

I held a meeting for the church in' Waldron from April"' 5 throu ~ h 12 at which tim e
some effor t was m ade to restore p eace. After peace was restor ed, I was called bacl<
for another meeting from August 19-30.
Two were r esto red and one was baptized.
Th e Waldron church can look forward
to r ap id growth now, and if the present
f ee ling of brotherly love and determination
to move forward preva ils , the church will
grow rapidly.
713 N. J oh nson, Amarillo, T exas.
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COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply ot
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so It will keep
indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING BOUSE
Box '1'1, Austin 61, TeD~•
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LLteral translations of original Hebrew and Greek
Words. Provides 118,000 references not found in
any other con~ordance. Every word arranged in
alphabetical order for quick reference. Every Hebrew and Greek Word printed in the original characters with pronunciation shown in English letters. All proper and geographical names appear
in alphabetical order with description and history.
Four features instantly available: 1. The original
Hebrew or Greek of any word. 2. Its literal meaning. 3. A correct exegesis. · 4. Parallel passages.
For readers everything is made clear. An appendix provides an account
of recent discoveries in Bible Lands. 9 inches wide, 11%, inches deep,
and 3 inches thick.
Price, $10.00 (With Thumb Index, $11.00)
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P. 0. Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

FIRM

Tuesday, September 29, 1953
E. L. Wloitc, 7404 S. E·. 57th, Portland 6,
Oregon:
I am happy to report that we
have had fifteen responses to the invitation
In the eight weeks we have been with the
South East Congregation in Portland, Oregon. Four adults have been baptized, two
have placed membership, and nine have been
restored to active duty. One who was restored also placed membership. We urgent·
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ly need workers, Blble teache~:s, and song
leaders in this great field. The harvest Is
inde ed white, but the laborers are few. We
have had eighty-two in Bible classes on
Sunday morning. Our present goal is for
one hundred. About one-half of our Bible
Class attendance Is made up of children
from the neighborhod whose parents are
not members of the church, and many of
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them do not have any religious connections
whatsoever. Two of our members have left
us r ecently. Our song leader went to A .C.C.,
and one of the main famili e s has left on
an extended trip south. This leaves us only
six male members to carry on the great
work here. The White Settlement Congregation in Ft. Worth, Texas, is helping to
support us in this work. We are indeed
grateful to them for this help, for without
it we could not remain here. We are tryin g to get some more support as it is "so
badly needed right now. If any one is at
all interested In helping to spread the gospel In this " section of the nation, please let
us hear from you.
·
J. K. Westbrook, Sidney, Texas, September
15: Through the last Sunday in August and
the first Sunday in September, I did the
preaching in a gospel meeting at Lloyd
Mountain fourteen miles from Snyder, Texas. This was where I held my first gospel
meeting several years ago. It was a joy to
mee t so many old time friends that I · had
not met from 15 to 20 years. The congregation at Lloyd Mountain is small because
so many have moved away, but they have a
faithful few that are continuing to meet
and w;orship. The meeting was well attended by brethren from Snyder, Dunn, and
Colorado.
Young Brother Scott, whom I
kn ew when he was a small boy, directed
the song service, assisted by anoth er young
bro th er and they did it well. They were
both from Snyder and I appreciated the
presence of Brother Ted Norton and the
other preach er from Snyder. On Wednesday night following the meeting I preached
for the North Side church in Colorado City,
Texas, and met many old time friends. V'.'hat
a joy to preach the gospel, meet old time
friends, an,d to make new ones.

Frank" Truyler, Cloaplain (!Uaj.) USAF, P .
0. Box 207, Boerne, Texas, Septemuer 14:
A recent communication from Brother Timoteo B. Almonte, Zamboanga City, Philippine Islands, reveals the conversion of two
teachers in the Zamboanga City High School.
Brother Almonte baptized brethren Ricardo
Baban and Crlstlno Agbulus. Brother Baban
was formerly an Aglipayan priest, and
Chaplain in the Filipino Army. Aglipayan
is the independent Catholic church of the
Philippines.
Brother Baban has two degrees, B. S. E. and M. A., and Brother Agbulus is a graduate in Agriculture. Both
desire to preach, and have preached since
their conversion. Because of the nature of
Brother Baban's education and experience,
he will be ready to preach as soon as he Is
grounded in the faith, and with the desire
and proper grounding of Brother Agbulus,
we will have another fine preacher. Brother Almonte's three sons are each preaching
some, thank God! Let us stand by the Filipino brethren with all we have!
BUI Thompson, Lufkin, Texas, September
17:
Four were added recently at Fourth
and Groesbeck. The new building on Union
Road Is completed, and the first service
will be October 4, Sunday afternoon; and I
am to preach the first sermon. Brethren
have not secured a preacher as yet but possibly will this week. Attendance In Bible
study the past two Wednesday evenings has
been 206 and 205, respectively. I preached
in a very fine meeting at Uvalde, August
23-30. Mack Stirman Is the local preacher,
having moved there recently. Brother Austin Taylor led the singing In his usual g ood
way, and we had a wonderful time. My father, Will M. Thompson, Edmond, Okla.,
preached at Fourth and Groesbeck in my
absence.
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" These Things Remain.'' By Carlyl e Mar·
ney. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville,
Tenn. pp. 174 . 1953. $2.00.

Here are ten sermons which are singular
in their nature. No volume of sermons has
fall en und e r my eye that is as unconventional in pattern as this volume.
They
are highly dramatic and emotio n a l in tempo. They must have had an un"l.lsual appeal to the congregations which heard them.
Each se rm on deals with the eternal verities of the gospel and are designed t o
strengthen conviction "in a world of frustration.
"New Light from Old Lamps." By Roy
Smith.
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn.
pp. 252.
195 3.
$1.75.
This is a volume of more th a n 200 onepage essays based on "new light" in the
use of the text of the Revised Standard
Version and "its parallel from the Kin g
James Version. Teachers and preachers will
find this a trea~ure hous e of inspiration.
Although th is scr ibe does not agree - with
all the conclusions of the author, this is
not to discount its valu e. Tho se who have
read from the pen of Dr. Smith, will fi nd
the v olum e a welcome one. The teacher
will find ap t illustrations and n ew approaches to t ex t s which. h er etofo r e were dormant.
Preachers w ill find sermon s uggestio ns a nd
material, It" will prove to. be il"\teresting
and helpful r eadin g on almost every page.
"The S earch for the Ancient Order. " By
Earl West.
Gospel Advocate, N ashville,
Tenn., and R eligious Book Serv ice, Indianapolis,• Ind. 2 Vol. Vol. 1, pp. 358; Vol. II,
pp. 468. $4.50 per vol. 1949, and 1950.
Here are two volumes which are a "must"
for any Bible student who Is building his
library on Restoration Literature.
Th e re
is nothing comparable to th ese two volumes. The first was published by the Gospel Advocate Publishing Co. in 1949 , to b e
followed in 1950 by Vol. II and published
by the Religious Book S ervice of Indianapolis, Ind. The first volume begins with
the r estoration ih 1849 and carries the story
through to 1 865. Th e second volum e picks
up the story in 1865 and brings it down to
1906. Ther e w ill lik e ly b e a third volume
which compl etes the story down to our
pres ent day. A preacher can ill-afford to
be without these volumes. This set would
make a v atluable gift to your preacher.
You may order this two-volum~ set from
the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box
77, Austin, Texas.'
"The B earing of R ece nt Discovery on the
Trustworthin ess of th e New Testament." By
Sir William Ramsay.
Baker Book House,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
pp. 427.
$4.50.
1953.

One of the most s ignificant and valuable
reprints of the y ear is this volume.
No
preacher or serious Bible student should be
without this volume on his shelf. For many
years this reviewer has searched a ll the
old book stalls looking for the works of
Sir William Ramsay.
It is thrilling to
know that some of his most valuable works
are again available. This volume comes as
an appropriate companion to his former
ones, "St. Paul, the Trav e ler and the Roman
Citize n," and "The Cities of St. Paul."
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"Abilene Christian College L ectures, 19 53."
For comparative pu rpo ses, this is, with
Firm Foundation P u blishing House, Austin, other translations this is a "gem".
We
T exas, pp. 310. 1953. $3.00.
commend its wider range of usefulness.
Any of the above books may be ordered
For a number of years the Firm Founda- fro m the Firm Foundation P ubli shing House,
tion Publishing House has published the Box 77, Austin 61, Texas.
Annual Lectures given in the auditorium of
---------0--------Abilene Christian College. This is no exception. The title of this series of lectures
CHASTAIN-PHILLIPS DEBATE
is "The Church ·at Work." These volumes
are looked forward to from year to year
W. C. Phillip9, of Cleveland, Tennessee,
as a veritable trea,sure hous e of gospel rna- will engage Hoyt Chastain, .... of Malvern,
terials.
This scribe has the whole series Arl<ansas, Miss ionary Baptist, in a four
on his she lves and plans to add to it from night debate beginnin g October 5.
year to year.
They grow better as they
The church propositions will be discussed
grow in years. Any one of the l ectur es is pro and con. The debate will be held in the
worth the pric"e of the boo !c. Each man did auditorium of the Arnold . schoo l building.
h is best, each man was outstanding i n his The seating capacity is 1135. This will be
particular field of address, and the general the first debate the church of Christ has
tempo of the addresses was on an ascending had with the Missionary Baptists in Clave order. Space forbids li sting all the chapter land. we hope to mal<e the debate a prof headings, but those who h eard these ad- !table one. Visiting pr eachers will be cared
dresses will n eed but a reminder to order for.
theirs if they have not already done so.
o--------DEBATE

"Young's Literal Tran s lation of the Holy
Bible."
By Robert Young.
Baker Book
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. $5 .00. 1953.
Here is a volume long overdue, and one
which has found its way on a ll too few
shelves because of its prohibitive price. It
has l ong b een out of print, but it is now
available.
It brings out th e shades· of
thought, feeJing and meaning in many a passage, otherwise hidden from the student.
It is a fine companion volume to h is Concordance.
Certainly no Bib.Je scholar will
w ant to be without this in his library.
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THE PEOPLE'S NEW TESTAMENT
With Explanatory Notes by '
. B. W. JOHNSDN

$3.00 Each
THE · SET $ 6. 00-- 6 SE. TS $30-.00
OUR PERENNIAL BEST SELLER
A New Testament with material usually found
in Bible dictionaries, sacred geographies, concordances, etc., condensed in brief explanatory
notes wherever there are difficult passages • • •
allusions to the countries in which the scripture
was written, history of Israel and surrounding
nations, geography of Palestine, and other Bible
countries are made more 'clear by Mr. Johnson's
painstaking exactness. For more than 50 years
Christian families have relit!d on this set of books.
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F. I. Stanley, evangelist, Church of Christ,
Midland, Texas, v s . J. Cullis Sm ith, preach e r f or Missionary Baptist Ch urch, Ardmore,
Oklahoma. Beginning September 22-25, eight
o'clock
each
evening.
Place:
Southside
c hurch of Christ, 71() S. Baird, Mid la nd,
T exas.
Propos itions to be discussed are:
Bapt is m and the Churc h. Mr. Smith is af f irming that the Baptist Church i s the
scriptura l New T estament Church of Christ
as taught In the Bible. Brother Stanl ey a ffirms th e same about the church of Christ.

WHAT MAY BE FOUND IN EACH VOLUME
The King James Translation; The Revised Trans·
lation; Bible References; Comments on the Text;
Introduction to Each Book; Harmony of the
Gospels; Maps in Colors; Many Other Helps.

1,054 Pages •.. Cloth Binding
Vol. I

Vol. IT
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THE EPISTLES and REVELATION
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W. M. DAVIS
Give Ear, 0 Earth
"Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, , 0 earth: for the Lord hath
spoken" (Isa. 1 :2). The prophets of Israel were deeply impressed with their message. One who speaks for God should
feel tre solemn responsibility that rests upon him. The destiny
of those who hear him depends upon what he says. He is a
wicked and unprofitable servant who would change the word
of the Lord.
It is very in1portant when God speaks. Men should listen
with reverence and deep interest. When the Lord commands
men to hear, it r'neans that they should close their ears to all
other voices. There is a confusion of tongues in 'the religious
world, and it Is not always easy to discern the voice of the
Lord. When one wants to hear a voice on the radio, he must
turn the station completely in-this makes the voice clear and
shuts out other voices. Many listeners have the voice of God
only half turned in, or altogether turned out. Eve listened to
God with only one ear-slae turned the o.ther ear to the deviL
WheN. God was speaking his law to the children of Israel at
Mt. Sinai, the people said to Moses, "Speak thou with us, and
we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die" (Ex.
20:19) . They had the idea that many people have-that God's
law is easier to obey when spoken by man. There are people
who will listen with great interest to what a preacher says,
till he starts quoting the Scriptures. At this point they yawn
and go to sleep. The stories, anecdotes and illustrations are
fine, but the wo:rd of God is tasteless.
Man's habitual attitude toward the heavenly message should
be, "Speak Lord, thy servant heareth." And man's constant
prayer should be, "Have thine own way, Lord." A man said he
was going ove:r a mountain pass, when he came to a da-ngerous
looking place his wife grabbed the steering wheel. He let loose.
She said don't -let go. He said two people can't drive one car.
In the rough places of life men tell the Lord they want to do
the driving. But the Lord cannot have his own way when man
holds the steering wheel.
Do All In The N amQ of The Lord
In the New Testament much emphasis is plac·e d on doing
things in the name of Christ. It does no good to do the wrong
thing in tbe name of Christ. One may sprinkle water on anoth er in the name of Christ, and call it baptism. But it is
ot. In truth one cannot sp:rinkle another in the name of
Ghrist, because such a thing has no authority in the New
restament. To do anything in the name of the Lord means to
'io it by 'the authority of the Lord. To sa'y that. we do it in
;he name of the Lor d does not make it that way.

r

Paul says, "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him" (Col. 3:17). Whatsoever we do in word signifies teaching. And whatsoever we do in deed signifies practice. The two should correspond to each other. Only hypocrites
teach one thing and practice another thing.
The gospel requires that we believe in the name of Christ,
that we confess his name, that we be baptized in his name,
and that we pray and worship only in his name. •Doing the
right thing in the wrong name is not valid obedience. To be
baptized or to pray in the name of Paul, Peter, James or
John the Baptist is not obedience.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

There l.s A Difference
Hoyt Bailey
Christ differs from Satan: The idea that one thing is as
goo<;{ as another, or that one person is as good as another person in the religious realm is an effort to scramble truth with
error, right with wrong, and good with evil. Such is an effort
to place Satan on an equality with Christ, to place idol, pagan
gods on a par with the true and · living God, to exalt false
religious systems to the same level with New. Testament
Christianity, and to adopt vain worship for the tl~e worship
authorized by Jesus Christ. For one to assume that . it makes
no difference what he believes and practices in the realm of
religion is to assume th~t there is no difference between the
true God and idol gods, to assume that there is no .difference
between Christ and Satan, to assume no difference between
false religions and New Testament Christianity, and such accepts vain worship to be as good as true worship.
There is a difference between Christ and Satan. Jesus Christ
i s the Sen of God, the Savior of the world, the way, the truth,
and the life, the light of the world, the great Physician, the
great Prophet who speaks to the people for God, the great
High Priest who speaks to God for _the peopl!;!, the Captain
of our salvation, the Lord of lords and ·King of kings, the
Prince of peace, the mighty Counselor, the Rose of Sharon,
the Lily of the valley, the good Shepher d, the Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last, the b1;ight and morning Star,
"he that searcheth the reins and hearts," the bread of life,
the true vine, tke door of the sheep, he is the resurrection,
and the life.
Satan differs from Christ, because atan is the father of
lies, the tempter, the enemy of righteousness, Beelzebub, the
ev.i.l one, Belial, the adversary, the deciever, a sinner from the
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beginning, a murderer, and the enemy of both God and man.
Christ and Satan differ from . each other in that they offer
different things and lead individuals in different directions. It
is the height of folly to assume that ev~rything done in the
name of religion is lilirecting everyone to the same destination.
The ministers of ,Satan appear as ministers of righteousness,
and through their deceivings transform themselves into angels
of light. One can learn from the Scriptures that Christ gives
life, but Satan leads to death. Christ gives rest, love, salvation, joy, and peace, but Satan leads persons into the way of
hate, strife, grief, torment, and damnation. Christ directs one
into the strait and narrow way which leads to a place prepared with many mansions, the place of ~ternal happiness, but
Satan directs individuals into the broad way which ends in
the lake burning with fire and brimstone, the place of eternal
misery.
Friends of the Lord are Different from Enemies of the Lord:
The enemies of the Lord would try to present the ungodly,
scornful, wicked, false prophets, hypocrites, and sinners as
being on a par with children of God, heirs of God, laborers together with God, and with new creatures in Jesus Christ.
. The enemies of the Lord would try to hold up blind guides, de- ·
ceitful workers, servants of men, servants of sin, friends of
the world, enemies of God, enemies of the cross, and enemies
of the. Lord as being no' different from servants of God, good
soldiers of Jesus Christ, obedient children, a holy priesthood,
a chosen generation, a holy nation, a peculiar people, the people
of God. For one to think that there is no difference in what
religious people believe, nor in whom they believe is equal to
· thinking that there is no difference between right and wrong,
truth and error, good and evil, righteousness and unrighteousness, godliness and ungodliness, nor between what one believes and does in his religious life had as well think that
there is no difference between the persecutors anQ. the persecuted, nor between the lovers of pleasure and the lovers of
God, neither could such persons consistently admit of any
difference between idolaters and worshippers of the one, true
God.
Enemies of the Lord are ' strange'l'S to the Lord, ad1.llterers
and adulteresses, evil workers, children of the devil, enemies of
all righteousness, covenant-breakers, unbelievers, blasphemers,
unreasonable, unlearned and unstable beings. Enemies of the
Lord are against the Lord, and they are against the Lord's
plan of saving mankind. Friends of the Lord are with the
Lord, for him, and in accord with his plan of saving man.
Friends of the Lord are good stewards, the flock of God, the
salt of the earth, the light of the world, his disciples, the
branches, Christians.
No theology, philosophy; nor reasoning can make Christ like
unto Satan, nor the friends of the Lord like unto the enemies
of the Lord, nor truth like unto error, nor right like unto
wrong, neither can such make the evil to be no different
from the good.
·
It is not possible for one to be a friend of the Lord while
being a friend of the deviL The fact is also true that one who
is a friend of Christ, doing the will of Christ, is an enemy of
the devil. Followers of Christ and followers of Satan are entirely different beings. Jesus said: "No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to one, and despise the other" (Matt. 6:24). ·
If there can be no. difference in what persons believe or do
not believe, nor 1 in what they practice or do not practice, why
did the apostle say to Christians: "Be not unequally yoked
with unbelievers: -for what fellowship have righteousness and
iniquity? Or what communion hath light with darkness? And
what concord hath Christ vQ.th Belial? or what portion hath
a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for we are the temple of the living
God; eve~ as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I wiil be their God, and they shall be my people. Where-

Tuesd~y,

Oetober 6, 1953

fore come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; and I will receive you,
and will be to you a Father, and ye shall be to me sons and
daughters" (2 Cor. 6:14-18) . If it makes no difference what
one does or does not, then why did the Lord say: "Come ye out
from among them, be ye separate, and touch no unclean thing"?
If it makes no difference what one does or does not, why did
'the Lord instruct his followers to "deny ungodliness and · worldly lusts, and to live soberly and righteously and godly in this
present world"? Why did the · Lord say: "Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world? If any man love the
world, the love of the Jfather is not in him" (2 Jno. 2:15).
Those In The Narrow Way Are Differe~t From Those
In the Broad Way:
There is a difference between those in the one way, those
in Jesus Christ, and those who are traveling the many ways
of religion. The strait and narrow way is entered through the
one door, Jesus Christ, but not by the inany doors opened by
men. The ones in the fold of God are in the family of God.
There is but one fold, but one family of God. Such is different
from the many folds directed by m~n. The New Testament reveals that Jesus Christ built his church, one church, not many
churches. One following Christ in the strait and narrow way
follows him in his church. The teaching of the New Testament concerning the one church is different from the teaching of men and the teaching of many churches. Those in the
strait and narrow way follow one gospel, the gospel revealed
in the New Testament. The one gospel is different from the
many gospels of men. Christ taught one doctrine, not many
doctrines. The docti'ine of Christ is found in the New Testament, but the many doctrines of men are found outside of the
New Testament. Christ has one spiritual body, not the many
bodies authorized by men. Those in. the strait and narrow way
are different from those in the broad way, because they
preach the one gospel of Christ, abide in the doctrine of Christ,
and have fellowship in the one body of Christ. Subjects in
the one way are directed by the words of the one Spirit, an~
those words are found in the New Te~tament. Those for Chrisj
are different from the ones against him, because they have
one hope, not many hopes; one Lord, not many lords; such
are united in one faith, not marly faiths; and they entered into
Christ through , one baptism, not many baptisms, and one Go<i
is their Father.
Those Within The Church Are Different
From Those Outside:
Persons in the church of Christ are saved, called out of thE
world, they are in the one body, subject to Christ, reconciled tc
him, and they are building upon Christ as their foundation
Those outside of the church are outside of salvation, the onE
body .o f Christ, outside of the authority of Christ, outside oJ
reconciliation, and they are apart from the immovable founda·
tion. Those within the church have been called out of thE
world, they were delivered and they are to keep ·from the world
nor are they to be conformed to the world. They are not t<
accept into their conduct filthiness, nor wickedness, nor guile
nor hypocrisies, nor evil speakings, neither .are Christians t<
follow any of the works of the flesh.
·
Each one in the church of Christ is to thirst after righteous
ness, extend mercy to the needy, retain purity in his heart
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promote peace on the basis of truth, practice love for enemies,
love for truth, and to deal honestly, justly and patiently with
his fellows.
.Those in the church are new creatures in Jesus Christ. "For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ."
The ones baptized into Christ were raised up to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4) . If it makes no difference on whom
one believes, nor into whom one is baptized, then it would
necessarily follow that one could as well believe on the devil
and be baptized into the fellowship of him. Every one should
know that it does make a difference on whom we believe, and
it makes a difference into whom we are baptized.
Those who believe Christ, repent of sins, confess faith in
Christ, and are baptized into Christ are saved from past
sins, the sins are remitted, they are washed away, they are
removed as far as the east is from the west, those past sins
are blotted out to be remembered no more. That obedient person is a new cre,ature in Christ Jesus. He has been delivered
from darkness to light, from the power of Satan unto God,
from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of Christ, from
death in sin to life in Jesus Christ.
It does make a difference what one believes and does. Scripture says : "If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek
the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the rtght
hand of God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not
on the things that are upon the earth . . . put on therefore, as
God's elect' . . . a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness,
meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving each other . . . and above all these things put on love,
which is the bond of perfectness" (Col. 3).
Quanah, Texas.

The Menace Of Misinformation {No. 2)
Basil D. Shilling
1. Since the day Adam and Eve disobeyed the law and
will of God concerning them by .eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, misinformation has caused multiplied
millions of men to fail and to fall short of doing the will of
God conceTI:Jing them. A careful reading of the book of A~ts
should convince anyone that misinformation caused many to
reject and refuse to obey the gospel of Christ on the one hand,
and that in most instances those who obeyed the gospel did
so only after their minds had been cleared of misinfgrmation.
I think there is no doubt that misinformation is now causing
many to fall short of obeying the gospel of Christ that they
might be Christians-Christians only and only Christians.
Denominationalism is undoubtedly the result of misinformation.
If the fine people who are now engulfed in denominationalism
could only have their minds cleared of the misinformation
which has been planted there and the truth made known to
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them, many of them would become obedient to the gospel and
become Christians only and only Christians. It should be the
sincere desire of every person who knows, loves and seeks to
live by the• truth to do all possible to remove misinformation
and plant the truth wherever the opportunity is presented.
Whatever the misinformation which hinders obedience to the
gospel, it should be expressly pointed out and the truth concerning the matter taught. If the doctrine believed or the thing
practiced is not true-if contrary to God's will-let us tell people so pla;inly, frankly, kindly . and sincerely, ,and then let us
point them to the truth. Error has been preached so long that
some today think contradictory statements and doctrines in the
realm of religion can be true, while realizing that contradictory
statements in every other realm cannot possibly be true.
2. In this article, I want to point out some misinformation
about the Bible which certainly causes some to fail to obey
the gospel of Christ.
Misinformation About The Bible
, I. Misinformation about the divine origin of the Bible is
doubtless the cause for some ·failing to obey the gospel. Today
there are people who regard the Bible as simply the product
of the mind of men-a collection of tales and folklore from
the minds of imaginative men in the dark ages. This is tragic,
for the individual who thus regards the Bible will certainly
refuse to obey the _gospel. But what is probably even more
tragic is for the classrooms of tax-supported colleges and universities to be used by the teachers to ridicule the divine origin 1
of the Bible and seek to destroy the confidence therein of
our sons and daughters. Don't think that this is not being done.;
It is. I do not say that it is done by all teachers, for certainly
it is not. But it is done by some. And if done by even one,
that is too many.
·
1. The evidence of the divine origin of the Bible is abundant,
and, when ~eighed by an unbiased mind, is conclusive. I shall
here mention only a few points:
(1). The Bible claims to be of divine ongm. It says
specifically that )t is not the product of the mind of man, and
that it was given by inspiration of God. "All ::;cripture is given
by inspiration of God . . ." (2 Tim. 3:16). "For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter
1:21).
(2). The unity and .harmony of the Bib~e attest its divine origin, and prove that it could not possibly be the product
of the mind of man. It is composed of sixty-six books. About
forty men were used by Jehovah in the writing of it. From
the writing of the first book to the writing of the last book
was a period of about sixteen hundred years. But despite these
facts, perfect unity and harmony mark the Bible from beginning to end. It is utterly impossible for men of any generation to produce a book under similar conditions that will like-wise be characterized by perfect unity and accord. In proof,
just compare a textbook on science written recently with one
written fifty years ago-to say nothing of I sixteen hundred
years ago.
( 3). ' The divine origin of the Bible is attested by the
intimation of certain scientific facts which were not known
by men for several hundred years after the last book of the
Bible was written. The mention of two or three will suffice :
Job, who lived hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, said
concerning God: "He stretched out the north over the empty
place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing" (Job 26 :7). N ot
until the invention of the ·powerful telescope a few decades ago
did the ast~·onomers learn that the heavens in the north are
void of stars, while in the south, east and west there are many
stars which are invisible to the naked eye. How did Job know
this fact? Until just a few hundred years ago men everywhere
--even the scientists-thought that the earth ·of necessity must
be supported underneath by something. Different men had different ideas about what that something was. Today we know
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that the earth sits in space, unsupported beneath by anything.
Now how did Job learn this fact so many hundreds of years
before even the scientists learned it? As recent as the time of
Christopher Columbus, men thought the earth was flat. But
Isaiah seems to have known that it was not flat but round.
He said concerning God: "It is he th~t sitteth above the circle
of the earth ... " (!sa. 40:22). How did Isaiah know the earth
was round? No man of his time, nor for several hundred years
later, regarded the earth as round. How did Isaiah get so far •
ahead of other men in knowledge?
II. Misinformation concerning the completeness of the Bible
is doubtless causing many people to fail in doing the will of
God. Thes~ are the people who, because they do not re,gard the
l3ible as a complete and all-sufficient guide for the religious
and spiritual needs of man, and, consequently, accept the
creed.s, doctrines and traditions of men in addition to the Bibie
as the guide of their religious life. The person who accepts
as the rule of his religious life any thing other, more, or in
additicrm to the word of God will certainly fail to do the will
of God and will fall short of the approval · of God. This is evident from many passages on the· pages of the New Testament.
A single passage will be sufficient. The apostle John said:
"Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father 'and the Son" (2 John 9). God and
Christ will not be with anyone who does not abide in the
d0ctrine of Christ. No proof is necessary for the statement that
the man who ;ccepts the creeds, doctrines and traditions of
men is not abading in the doctrine of Christ. Such an individual
is going beyond the doctrine of Christ. But when this is d"One,
the individual parts company with God. So the only way a m.an
can have the presence and approval of God is to abide in, or
be governed, guided and directed by the teaching of Christ
Jesus.
Now the Bible teaches 'that the Scriptures constitute a
complete and al,l-sufficient guide for man's religious and spiritual life. The apostle Paul wrote: "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for peproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousne~s~ that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works" (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Note that the Scriptures furnish unto
all good works. This is an assertion that the Scriptures constitute a complete and all-sufficient guide. The apostle Peter
declared the same vital truth when he said: "According as
his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us unto glory and virtue" (2 Peter 1:3). We, therefore,
have no need whatsoever for ' the creeds, doctrines and traditions of men in connection with our spiritual and religious life.
The practice thereof separates us from God and causes us to
fall short of divine approval.
III. Misinfoi·mation about the proper division of the Bible
is causing some to fall short of obeying the gospel of Christ.
These are the people who, because of the teaching they have
been given, think the laws, precepts and commandments of
the Old Testament are just as valid ' and binding upon men
today as they ever were. They seem to think that they can
read God's will concerning us today on the pages of the Old
Testament the same as the New Testament. But this is not
true, as the following series of truths will show.
1. God has spoken to us today through Christ. "God, who
at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in· these last days
spoken unto us by his Son" · (Heb. 1:1, 2).
2. . The salvation of all men today depends upon obeying
'Christ .and living by the things he ta1,1ght, not upon obeying
· and living by the law of Moses. "Though he were a Son, yet
~earned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and be. ing made perfect, he became the author of eternal · salvation
unto ail them that obey him" (Heb. 5:8, 9). " ... he that abideth
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in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the FatheJ.' and the
Son" (2 John 9). "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city" (Rev. 22:14)..
3. God has made a new covenant, founded upon better promises, and different to the covenant which he made with Israel
at Mt. Sinai. "But now he hath obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better
eovenant, which was established upon better promises. For if
that first covenant had been faultless, then should not place
have been sought for the second. For finding fault with them,
he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I win
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of the land of Egypt . . . In that he saith,
A new. covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which
decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away" (Heb. 8:
6-13).
Austin, Texas.

Points From Proverbs
Clarence C. Gobbel

In the sixth division of the book .of Proverbs, we have a
good lesson taught us in the first few verses, as follows:
"My son, if thou be surety for tlily friend, if thou hast
stricken thy hand with a stranger, thou art snared with
the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of
thy mouth. · Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when _
thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble
thyself, and make sure thy friend" ( 1- 3).
That is, when a friend, or rather a neighbor, talks you
into going surety for him for a debt that he owes, and you
shake hands with him as a sign that binds you to the agreement, and then you find out that you are, "snared with the
words of thy mouth," the writer tells what should be done
about it. It i.s so often true, that when one stands for another on a note for payment of a debt, the one thus helped
will begin to feel less obligation thereto, himself. So, the
father continues to advise the son in verse 3 by saying: "Go,
humble thyself, . and make sure thy friend. Give not sleep to
thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. Deliver thyself as
a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bjrd from the
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hand of the fowler" (vs. 4, 5). So he is advising the son to
continue to court the friendship of this neighbor, and keep
· fresh" in his memory that he has not been r,e lieved of his obligation, just beeause another is standing for his debt. And
by being thus humble , and friendly, this friend will not allow
him to haye to pay the debt. It seems we can derive these
points from this short excerpt :
1. · Be careful about going s ur ety for another; 2. But
when you do get caught, do your best to see to it that the.
one you help doesn't make you pay; 3. Howev~r, I feel that
we can't affirm that he is advising his son to evade payment,
but to do his best to convince his friend of his own responsibility to do so.
In the next paragra_ph of chapter six, the writer teaches a
lesson in industry, thrift, and preparedness. He says·: "Go
to the ant, thou sluggard; consid er her ways, and be wise:
which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth her meat
in_the summer," and gathereth - her food in the harvest" ( 6:
6-8). The sluggard is here admonished to consider the ways
of the little · ant, that he may be wise. The same writer calls
the ant, "a people not strong" ( 30:25). And a people they
are in that they provide houses for themselves, and they
have their own towns, cities, and public roads, as civilized
colonies of people. They work hard through spring, summer
and autumn that they might have the privilege of sleeping
"through the winter . They do not, we are told, lay up these
foods for winter consumption, for they sleep and do not eat
through the winter. But they do provide for the time they
are at work to sustain themselves and their young.
So the lazy, indolent man should learn a lesson from the
small ant, for if he continues to sleep away his time, "So
shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want
as an armed man" (v .. 11). One who is ever on the move,
never settled anywhere, is usually in want, and poverty will
strike with irresistible fury (as an armed man). Adam Clarke
states that the Vulgate, Septuagint, . and Arabic versions have
added to this verse: ''!But if thou wilt be diligent, thy harvest
shall ]Je a fountain; and poverty shall flee far away from
thee." \
Before leaving the above thoughts, let us notice what the
writer has to say farther along this line, in chapter 3 0, beginning with verse 24: "There be four things which are
little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise."
1. "The ants are a people not ~rang, yet they prepare
their meat in .the summer." Though these insects are "a
people not strong," there is something about them to be commended, and that is, th.e y are industrious, and foresighted.
NQt only for the age in which this was written, but in this
Christian dispensation can we · learn a lesson of worth from
the ants. The ant teaches us the lesson that there is a T'IME
to do our work, and that· is NOW, in this present life. While
we are in the summer time of life, we are obligated to put
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forth every effort necessary to prepare for the life to come.
Jesus said: " I must work the works of him that sent me
while it is day, the night cometh when no man can work"
(Jno. 9:4). Since such was true in the life and work of our
Lord, it is even the mo!·e true in regard to our duty here. I
can't work in the past, such opportunities are forever past;
I can't work in the future, for it is not mine to cl<iim, so I
can only work NOW, at this very second. That's the only
time I have. vVe can look back with regrets over moments
lost, we can hope for the best in the future, but we can take
advantage of the golden moments of the present.
2. "The conies are but a feeble folk, yet they make their
houses · in · the rocks." The conies are small animals similar
to the rabbits, and ;re "but a feeble folk," yet there is something
about them which he commends. They have a certain place
to build their homes, so as to try to escape the ravages of man.
Just as the ant teaches the lesson of industry, and thrift, so
the cony teaches us that we should do our work in the right
place, where proper credit will be received therefor.
Some people labor under the delusion that it makes . no
difference whether in the church or not, th ey may live, and
labor acceptably outside thereof , and their work be just as
surely rewarded. Friends, if that is true, then Christ died
in vain. For if one can live outside of the church, and find
salvation, and all spiritual blessings, then they are found outside Christ. But we are told that, "All spiritual blessings are
. in heavenly places IN CHRIST" ( Eph. 1: 3). Since that is
true, and Christ is the h ead of the body, his church (Col.
1:18, 24) then those l;>lessings are in his church. If we do
not claim th ose spiritual blessings by coming into Christ,
and thus working fo~ him in his body; the church, then we
must conclude that w.e are working for the wrong one, the
other spiritual leader, Satan, the arch-enemy of all righteousness. We can see then that ·it does make a definite difference whether we work in Christ, or whether we remain in
the world, and work for him who rewards with everlasting
separation from the presence of the Lord, and the glory o'f
his· po wer (See .2 Thess. 1: 7-9) .
3. "The locusts have no king, yet go forth all of them
by bands." The locusts, another insect, thou gh they recognize no king over them, have a commendable trait also: they
"go forth all of them by bands." Wllen you see the grasshopper, similar to the locusts, accomplish their intended destruction of crops, they go forth in great droves, or bands.
Cooperation is practiced by them. So it must. be with the people of God today. When cooperation of every member in a
congregation is evident,· we can accomplish about anything
and· everything we set our minds upon. And throughout the
world, to the extent that we all speak, and act in unity having one mind centered upon the saving of the lost through
preaching the word to thos e in darkness, it will be true according to the words of the prophet: "T11e earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the
sea" (Isa. 11:9).
4. "The spider taketh hold wHh her hands, and is in
kings' palaces." The spider is a small insect that is not wanted ./
in our homes, but when her nest, or web is destroyed, she
is determined to rebuild if she isn't des.tnoyed . She is in- ·
dustrious, and determined to pursue her work until it has
been done. So she teaches us determination, and perseverance
in all we do to the honor and glory of our Maker. Wherever
she may be, in th e smallest hovel, or in kings' palaces, her
tenacity is ever the same. And regardless of whether we receive fame and honor for what we accomplish, we should be
determined to do God's will in our lifetime , to his eternal
glory.
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Houston Bible School To Open
Clyde P. Findlay
Houston Bible School is to begin operation on ~eptembber 8.
Upon invitation of the board of trustees I have accepted the
responsibility of president.
Our program contemplates
offering ' kindergarten thru
junior college. We are beginning this year with kindergarten through the 7th
grade. Brother Clovis Crawford, formerly with Hard- _
ing elementary schools and
the schools at Valdosta and
Stinnett_Settlement is principal. We have two elementary schools, one in
the north side and one in
the south side of Houston.
We intend to add a grade
a year, and junior college
as soon as possible.
We have completed the
purchase of the property of
Berry Foundation School
at 2950 South Broadway
Clyde P. Findlay
for our south side school. The property includes one large log
building with . an au¢itorium thirty-five by seventy-five feet,
and plenty of classrdoms and other facilities. The setting is a
beautifully wooded tract and is about ideal in every way. At
this writing we still h ave need for two or three teachers. In-

terested teachers should contact me at once.
H ere are some of the reasons why I accepted this work:
Because Christian parents, being responsible for their children, may ·select the type of school which they believe to be
best. Since public schools cannot give spiritual training they
are unable to flilfil _their aim, "To educate the whole child."
Because I am in sympathy with the developing -pattern in
Christian education. This, I believe, means a great number of
schools, elementary through junior college, located · within
reach of as many of our children and young people as possible. 'With our larger colleges offering graduate work, they,
and we, can offer services not offered by the other.
Because I believe that the elementary and secondary schools
will thus reach a great many families not yet touched, and
will reach them during the most impressionable years.
Because that, in spite of many fine Christian teachers in the
public schools, the present materialistic, modernistic philosophy
of current education tends to rob our children of their faith.
Because that, even prior to my preaching work, I was for
many years active as a professional educator with children and
youth.
Because Houston Bible School .does not accept support from
churches nor does it dominate churches.
Because approximately fifty churches of Christ in Greater
Houston can do a splendid work.
2950 B).·oadway, Houston, Texas.
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M. Norvel Young
What ·Does The Bible Sayt
THERE IS A UNIVERSAL SENSE OF JUSTICE
Animals do not debate or argue or quarrel. They fight. Man
can quarrel because he acknowledges a common standard of
right and wrong. Children as well as college graduates sense
tHat it is wrong to break a promise. This universal sense of
justice, varying as it does with diverse cultures, is a most convincing evidence that man "is made in the image of God."
Continuing our study of Paul's trip to Rome we find him
shipwrecked on the island of Melita or Malta. He was bitten by
a viper. When the "barbarians" saw this venemous creatul'e
hanging on Paul's •hand they said: "No doubt this man is a
murderel', whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live" (Acts 28:4). Of course they wel'e
mistaken in theil' judgment of Paul, but they had an idea of
a mol'al retl'ibution which was beyond the courts or laws of
men.
This "conscience" is found in the mol'al codes of the ancient
Babylonians, the Hindus, the Chinese, the Greeks, or the native Indians of America. When you hear someone say: "It's not
fair" or "It's not right"- you are witnessing an expression of
this univel'sai sense of justice or fairness. This morar' law which
is written in the hearts of men bears witness to the creator
and to the divine law of the universe. Of course this "conscience" is not a sufficient guide itself. "Conscience" is subject to education.
Therefore we must study the revelation of God in Jesus
Christ to know what is right and wrong. Don't ever violate your
conscience, but educate it by the word of God. But every time
you are "conscience stricken" ~ou can take that as evidence
that you are a living soul, a man "made in the image of God,"
not just an animdl driven by blind instinct. Since you are an
immortal personality, you should be giving first place to your
spiritual welfare. "What shall a man be profited if he gain the
whole world and l9se his own soul," Jesus asked?
CONSIDER CHRIST IN YOUR LOCATION
Commencement sermons often include an appeal for the
young gl'aduates to consider Christ in their vocation. There
is no doubt about the fact that certain young men can serve
Christ better as gosp~l preachers or as teachers or doctors
than as ditch diggers, even though digging ditches is a very
honorable work. So every child should be taught to carefully
and prayerfully decide in what line of wol'k he can best serve
Christ. That should be the deciding factor.
But let us carry this a bit further. How about cons.idering
Christ in your location? Are you living where you can do the
most good for the kingdom? Have you ever thought of moving
to the town or city or country where you honestly believe you
can do more fol' the church of the Lord than where you now
live?
Recently two couples •in oul' city have made plans to move
to the new Levittown, Pennsylvania city. They; are young and
equipped to work in the same profession at Levittown as here.
They have carefully considered the matter, not simply from
the standpoint of where they would enjoy living most, but
from the standpoint of where they can do the most good. Should
Christians move to a community primarily because of its com' fortable living conditions or favorable climate or its economic
opportunities? .Of course, other things being equal, these will
naturally play their part. But the primary consideration in
where you live should be the cause of Christ.
Today, the church is hindered in its growth because there
is a severe shortage of gospel preachers. Then too, there is

a shortage of churches willing to sacrifice to send gospel
preachers. Of course if every Christian gave more than onet enth of his income to the Lord, there would be a vast amount
of money available to support the preaching of thE; gospel in
every nation: But while more young men are preparing to
preach the gospel and while Christians are learning to give
more generously, why should not more young couples who are
able to earn their living move to communities where the church
is weak or where no Christians are assembling for worship
after the New Testament order. This is being done on a small
scale, 'but why not on a large scale?
·
There are 10,000 communities in the United States with no
church of any kind meeting. May we challenge those who read
this message to move with several of their friends to such a
town or city and start the church or build it up. Eternity alone
could tell the good which could be accomplished. Don't take
your present location for granted. Would you consider moving
to another community if you were promised twice your present
salary? Then why not considel' moving if you can do twice as
much good for the Lord you sel've. Prayerfully considel' Christ
in your location!
RESULTS ACCOMPLISHED IN $IX YEARS' WORK
IN GERMANY
Work ·has been done by numerous missionaries over a period of the last · six years in Germany. Thirty different congregations in America have supported a worker or workers
either partially or totally in this work. At the present time as
in(jicated in this report there are 32 congregations which are
acting as independent congregations carrying on their own
business affairs in the spread of the kingdom. We rejoice that
this report can be made to the entire brotherhood at this time:
30 different congregations in America have supported
a worker or workers ·either partially or totally in this
work.
800 children attend weekly Bible classes.
18 Gennan congregations established;
14 English-speaking congregations established. (This is
an increase of 14 during the past 12 months).
4 buildings completed.
5 buildings pa1tially completed.
2 tents (with folding chairs) purchased for use through
the summer months.
22 full-time American missionaries.
14 full-time German evangelists.
2 Swiss students completing their training.
1 German sent to Africa as missionary.
5 women trained two years or more in Bible, in preparation to teach children.
30 children in daily Bible classes.
200 children (about 800 different) taught daily, twice
annually.
300 boys trained in two week summer camps with daily
Bible lesson.
45 girls trained in two week summer camps w~th daily
Bible lessons.
First radio program given on state-controlled radio at
their invitation, July, 1953.
Monthly papers distributed to average of 2500 readers
since 1949.
Approximately 200,090 tracts distributed throughout
Germany.
I
.
Christian homes in America found for 16 German
orphanii.
Lubbock, Texas.
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EDITORIAL
RESPONSIBILlTIES
There are certain burdens which must be borne. We
cannot thr~w them off and meet the approval of God.
Paul declared: "Every man shall bear his own burden," meaning his own responsibilities. Others may
I render aid in some matters, but none can perform the ·
work that is required of another in the kingdom of
God. A few observations may be helpful.
1. As a part of his vow of allegiance to Ghrist every true disciple of the Lord is under moral obligation to reflect in his daily life the character of Christ.
He has certified to the world that he is Christ's disciple and that he is imitating the Master. His deportment, then, as long as he professes to be of Christ,
the Lord, is being held out to the world as · the deportment which the Lord approves. To fall far short
of moral perfection is to bring serious .reflection upon
the precious name of Ghrist. Not for his own sake
alone but for the general good of the common cause
every disciple must conduct himself so that his ·man- ,
ner of life is above reproach. If he is engaged in business his dealings with. men must exhibit honesty that
cannot be ca,lled in question, and that may cause
wicked men to be ashamed, having no evil thing to
say of him. He camiot afford to divide his activities
into "religious" and "secular." Christ did no such
thing. All that one does as a servant of Christ must
be done as spiritual service to the Lord and not to
men. -Whatsoever one does in word or deed should be
done to the glory of God. Christ's followers who are
farmers are under obligation to be religious farmers.
They have no license f~om heaven to be "secular" ·
farmers. So in ·all the avocations of life, Christ must
be first, last, and all-the .time. He must be put on as
an investment for daily wear. "Present your bodies · a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual service."
2. It is not man's whole duty to keep hims.e lf in
the path of rectitude. It is, indeed, well to walk in the
narrow way. But to save one's self is not the total of
human responsibility. Paul wrote to Timothy tnat in
doing certain things he would save himself and those
who heard him. E.v ery person who has been turned to
Christ has an obligation that reaches out to others who
have not yet yielded to the love of Christ and the power of the ·truth. Upon the dispersion of the church at
Jerusalem, those who were scattered abroad went
everywhere preaching the word. They did not class
the work of some of them as "secular," and the work
· of others as "spiritual." The idea of "clergy" and "laity" was unknown to these early Christians. It was a
later arrangement and classification. They were all
religious people, all filled with love of the truth and
all alike consecratei to God. Every Christian today is
under a solemn obligation to seek out and save the
lost. It is the work for everyone. And not till indi-
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vidual Christians wake to a realization of their personal responsibilities before God will the success attend the ministry of the word that should be realized.
3. Every congregation of disciples is under obligation, as a body of believers to hold forth the light of
truth and to carry the news of salvation ever onward.
It is well to meet on the first day of the week but this
does not fill up the measure of responsibility. From
them as a center should radiate the influence of gospel truth. Froni Jerusalem, in Palestine, went forth
the ,message of truth into all Judea and Samaria and
throughout the length and breadth of Syria. At Antioch, in one of the northern provinces, the gospel was
preached and a church was established. From this congregation went forth Paul and Barnabas, and later
Silas to the great missionary tours of Asia Minor and
eastern Europe. As people obeyed the Lord in the-western fields, they were taught by inspired men to sound
out the word of truth in still other fields. And thus
was executed the great commission to preach the
gospel in the\ whole world. They had no missioinary
socie.ties, home or foreign, other than the local congregation in which capacity as an organized body
alone they moved.
4. There are now many thousands of congregations scattered in various parts of the world. Every
one should be a fountain from which pours forth the
water of life to save the perishing. It is one of the
remarkable things that many thousands of the unsaved are not hearing-multitudes have never heardthe gospel of Christ. The significance of this is still
more appalling when we consider that many of these
lost one are in easy reach of "loyal" congregations of
the disciples. There seems to be a feeling of selfsufficiency and apathy among us. It matters not with
the average Christian and the average church that
our near neighbors have never heard the gospel. A
meeting house is built and it serves as a place to go
on Sunday and gain the ease of conscience that prevents a professed Christian's feeling bad if he is not
at the breaking of bread. If the rest of the people
do not come av right, and if they are never obedient,
little anxiety is felt. But there is a grave responsibility somewhere. Reader, is it at your door? There
will come a day of reckoning. How many of us are
ready for the examination that will determine whether we are chargeable with a neglect that has allowed
souls to go down to eternal night, without having
even heard the gospel? How many churches are holding mission meetings in nearby neighborhoods this
summer? How many are expending ten dollars or a
hundred dollars in good gospel tracts and leaflets to
give the message of truth a general circu~ation in the
country? Let us think quickly and act promptly. The
night comes soon when· this opportunity. for serving
the Master will pass forever.

Tuesday, October 6, 1953

FIRM FOUNDATION

presented a chart indicating that a command comprJhends a
field of human judgment, and that this field is limited. He
showed that the command to "commit to faithful men" comprehends a time, place, an-angements, etc. Brother Gage came
on to put baptism on the chart, and to agree that a place had
to be selected. Norman proceeded to show that unless some
place was selected there would be no baptizing; and so with
other commands, such as "teach."
Future discussions will be built around this idea, and when
they are, brethren will get closer together, for they will discover that they are withdrawing from us because we choose
details, which right they assume for themselves.
1107 N. St. Marys, Beeville, Texas.

Report On The Gipson-Gage Debate
L. W. Hayhurst
'!'his debate was held at Littlefield, Texas, September 22-25,
1953, and was interesting in St!Veral respects. Lt was · attended
by very large crowds, good order and feeling prevailed, and it
was the most recorded discussion that I have attended. It was
observed that the first night those r epresented by Brother
Gage sang with us, but the next night it must have gotten
over to them that they were fellowshipping us, for they were
seen to be abstaining. But when they. got into the lead we
sang with them, and thus we had fellowship!
Brother Gipson very ably presented evidences for the class
system by proving each part separately. From Mark 7:17 he
proved that Jesus taught some .disciples away from the multitude. From Acts 5:42 he argued that the disciples taught
simultaneously, since it was done in the temple and that
from house to house they ceased not to teach. From Titus
2:3-5 he .proved that women are to teach, and that since they
don't do it from the pulpit, that it must be in a group aside
from others. In this way he went through aU the parts, proving each one by the Bible. We then concluded it is scriptural
to do all the things that we do, that these things done in one
meeting are scriptural, that if all the parts are scriptural,
Bible classes are scriptural, that they line . up with the Scriptures.
Brother Gage attacked the argument on three scores:
1. He said that the chart did not look like the proposition.
But when he got to affirming he was reminded that ' his
chart did not look any more like his propositions, for he proved
"The Assembly" by 13 passages taken from different places.
2. He tried to parallel the eviqence for missionary societies
and instruments of music in worship~ But he was reminded that
there is no command to PLAY; and we have no OUTSIDE
institutions.
3. He misrepresented Norman by saying that he would read
such passages as Acts 5:42, and saying that Brother Gipson
had read it and said, "Here it is. Here is the Sunday school."
Then he would take some other proof text and claim that
he had argued that here it is, etc. Truth is, Brother Gipson
had said that this passage proves one part; this other passage,
etc. Nor did Gage cease this misrepresentation after his attention had been called to it.
For the most part the debate was about as others. But in
two respects it was different:
1. Brother Gipson handed them 25 questions on 1 Cor. 14
asking them to indicate if they agreed with him. On most of
these there were only partial differences; if any. In this thei·e
was an evident effort to agree as far as is possible. It was
demonstrated that it is .easier to differ over that chapter from
long distanc~ than. up close to it. Brother Gipson pointed out the
fact that we use "the assembly" as much as they do, that we
believe every passage referring to it. But he showed that this
fact does not prevent our having Bible classes when we are
not in that assembly; that is, after "church" is dismissed.
Brother Gage hung up a chart on women, showing that they
may teach privately, informally, etc. Norman told us that
the chart was only a theory with those who opposed Bible
classes, that whenever the women get to teaching any group
anywhere, that they will be stopped. I predict .that Gage will
regret that little chart.
2. Brother Gage admits a field of liberty. This, after so
applying Jas. 1:25, Col. 3:17; !sa. 8:20; ·Jer. 10:23, etc., as to
prohibit the details of our teaching program. The difference
here was that Brother Gage claimed to have no authority for
building church houses, teaching singing schools, etc., while
Brother Gipson claims that the field of liberty is authorized
by being included in the command, that the command authorizes details for carrying .it out. Brother Gage says that a
church house is neither scriptural nor unscriptural. Norman
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South Portland Church To New Location

~

Charles Chandler, Howard Mitchell
The church, formerly meeting at 159 Sawyer Str~et, South
Portland, Maine, begins meeting October 4th in the Community Building at the corner of Evans and Nutter Streets,
South Portland. Arrangements have been made with the City
Council of South Portland to use a part of this former school
building.
This will be a great step forward in the growth of this twoyear-old congregation. It has been meeting since its beginning
in a rented hall, which is used for various entertainment purposes, dances being held ·each Saturday night. Although the
hall was as clean as possible, many posters and signs for various groups using the hall hung on the walls during the worship
periods and distracted greatly.
The new location will provide a large room for worship
adequate for our use for some time to come with additional
classroom space. We will be the only group to use the room
and can arrange it as we see fit. But the greatest blessing
comes in the location being only about a block from the lots
recently purchased by the church here on which to construct
a house of worship as soon as funds are available. We will be
the only religious body meeting within a radius of one and
one-half miles in • any direction. Two large housing projects
exist in the immediate neighborhood with many children who
have no place to go to Bible school and church, as many parents fail to take them. We are now making plans for our first
vacation Bible school for next June, and believe we will enroll
75 to ·100 at least.
A gospel meeting has just concluded here in South Portland
in which Brother Alvis Bryan, formerly of Lubbock, Texas, and
now of Barre, Vermont, preached for us September 13-18 and
Brother Russell Gleaves of Brunswick, Maine, preached the
19th and 20th, making an eight-day meeting. The preaching
of the word was excellent. The average attendance was about
27, contrasting an average of about 15 during a meeting a
year ago.
We are thankful to God for such among us as the Mitchells,
who drove over 100 miles each evening to be present for the
meeting; for the Ranks, who drove more than 40 miles each
evening; and the Betts who drove about 50 miles several times;
;and Brother Stults who sacrif,\ce"d a night's sleep and rode
the train 270 miles for one service-these to assemble with the
saints of God for worship-yes, all these and others because
they love the Lord. This is the kind of people the _L ord ,has
here. Great is their faith.
One soul is to be baptized soo~, the wife of our song director, which will unite a fatnily in Christ, and wlil make the
number of faithful" members rise to 19. The Lord is surely
blessing us, but there is. so much more to be done, if only
the means ·were available. We need a building so badly. Until
we have one, we continue to be looked upon as "transcients"
or "Holy Rollers," just as was the case through the South 25
to 50 years ago. Will you "come over into New England and
help us?"
Box 1754, Portland, Maine.
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· H. H. Dunn, Huntington, Arkansas, Sep.tember 24: Clos ed a ten-night meeting in
Dardenelle, Arkansas, S unday night.
One
was baptized and six restored. Begin tomorrow night in Lamar, Colorado.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
•\

Irvlu H. 1\I~FadJn, Box 1164, Taylor, TexT. D. Heston, Sr., Box 487, Gilmer, T e as,
Th e work at Bat'tlett
T wo who gladly received as, September I 29:
, Septem b ei· 21:
the word were baptized h ere Septemb er 20, continues to grow. Inter es t and attendance
are still on the incr-ease. Baptized a mid1953.
dle aged· man Sunday night.
R. H. l\lo~tgon1ery, George West, Texas,
J. n:. BeDJtley, 2 North "F" Street, HeringSeptember 25 :
After more than twelve
years at Bayside, Texas, I am changing my ton, Kan sas, September 25: Correspondents
address to Box 101, George West, Texas.
will please note my change of address from
Springtown, T exas, to the above. I am to
Joseph Slterrnan, 6i4 South 6th ·Avenue, beg in full time work in this city of. 4,500
Yal<ima, Washington, September 23: Seven October 1.
more people h ave come forward at Yakima.
Two of them placed membership, and th e
Paul Southern, 1642 College Drive, Abi oth\lr five people I baptized: The Yakima len e, Texas, September 23: Three were bapchurch meets at 607 West Lenox Avenue.
tiz ed and one was restored during the m ee ting with the South Main congregation in
I
Jolm French, 2716 S. Lewis, Little Rock, Baytown. Our meeting at 14th and Vine in
Arkansas, September 21: Six responses yes- Abilene is planned for October 2-11. Clifton
terday; twp placed m embership; two re- Rogers will do the preaching.
stored; two baptized.
For the fifth time
sinc e April we set a record in Sunday mornJ. Odes Forshey, 1507 Cleveland, Caldwell,
ing Bible study attendance. The figure of Idaho, September 23: We are enjoying the
217 was 19 above previous record.
work her,e. Two have been baptized since
we began. Th e a nnual Thanksgivin g lecJoe H. JUorrls, 270-7 K!y. Ave., Paducah, }lu r eship h ere will begin Wednesday night!
Kentucky, September 24: Brother Clarence and continu e through Friday night · (NoIsenburg as song leader and I closed a vember 25-27).
splendid meeting at Center, Kentucky, last
night with two fine young men baptiz e d.
c. B. Glasgow, Blum, T exas, S ep t ember 22:
Crowds were large throughout.
Clements I preached to a large crowd at Grub Hill
Street work continues to progress rapidly. Sunday and made special announcement for
the Firm Foundation and urged each famc. JU. Jlloser, Whitesboro, T exas, Septem- ily to s end in at least one year's subscripber 21: The churc h h er e has just closed ·a tion so that they could have one of the
meeting with .Brother Logan Buchanan do- best papers published come into their home
ing the preaching. There were two bap- i)Very week. I've been reading It since 190•8.
tisms and two placed m embership. We are
looking forward to a · good worl< with this
w. S. Wiley, 503 E . Huisache, Kingsville,
church. Th e interest is good and is grow- T exas, S eptember 24: During the last two
~~
weeks we have baptized two and one has
placed membership here. Fifty-two m emRobert P. Stewart, P. 0. Box 459, Grass bers of the church r egis t er ed as students
Valley, California, September 18: We have for th e fall semester in A. & I. College.
had two confessions of sin since our last We hope to have a goodly number of them
report. Progress is be·ill"g made h ere though in regular attendance at all services. L. R.
we are in an extr emely ·d ifficult field.
I Wilson begins our fall meeting October 18.
am available for a meeting or two during
the balance of the year. Write if you can
Joseph H. Cox, 4422 Preston Highway,
use me.
Louisville 13, Kentucky, August 31: Rufus
Clifford h as just r ecently closed a very s ucEsten 1\lncon, Box 101, Richard City, T en - cessfu l m ee ting here at Preston Highway.
nessee, September 21: Three persons were Cliffo rd drew the largest crowds that have
baptized here yesterday. The local work Is ever ass e mbled In this building. The kind
going , good. From September 6-16 I was of preaching don e in this m eeting is needin a meeting at Rocky Springs, Alabama. e d everywh ere. Two came by transfer of
The attendance was fine. This church has membership, one was baptized, and the
been meeting since 1881. I would lik e to church was greatly edified.
hold two meetings in Texas or Oklahoma
next year.
Cleon Lyles, Little Rock, Arkansas, September 28: Seven have been baptized and
A. E. '\Vickltnm, Coshocton, Ohio, Septe m- e leve n placed membership th e past few
ber 22: I spoke to two large audiences at weeks at the downtown church (Sixth and
the East Main Street church of Christ in Izard).
Our fisc a l year will begin next
this city yesterday. I was one of the speak- Sunday. Our new budget calls for $1600
ers at the afternoon session of the all day p e r week. We have most of the amount
meeting at Normal Park congregation in promised and expect to exceed it. W e will
Zanesville yesterday. Several congregations begin our ninth y.ear with this church the
were represented and the singing was goo d. first of November. The Lord has blessed
October 12th I'll begin a meeting of two our labors together.
weeks at Wolf Creek near McConnelsville.
Buford Holt, '1621 Mitchell Street, HumHoyt Bailey, Box 684, Quanah, Texas, Sep- boldt, Tennessee, September 25: Three bapOur meeting started
tember 2•6: Requests for more than sixty tized September 16.
copies of our dally radio sermons came In September 20th with Tommy Nicks directduring this week. The dally program Is ing the song service and George Tipps doabout two mon'ths old. KOLJ is located at ing the preaching. Two baptize d and two
1150 on the dial, covers South~est Oklaho- restored during the meeting. A couple rema and most of Northwest Texas, and the •turned to Humboldt and will again worprogram is heard at 9:00 a.m. Sundays, and ship with us. We are having fine singing
9:05 a.m. Monday through Friday. Herald of and preaching and large attendance for the
Truth at 12:45 Sundays.
meeting.

.

.

Ross w. Dye, 408 N. Marshall OklahoJ!la
City 10, Oklahoma, Sep t e mb er 28: Horace
Busby c losed a m ee ting here yesterday with
six baptized, eight restored and one identified.
Th e past thre e Lord's days have
seen three consecutive n e w records in Bible School. I shall begin October 18th at
Northside, Fort Worth.
Reetler Oldlmm, Box 26•, Gain esboro, Tennessee, S ept emb er 19:
B. C. Goodpasture
h e ld u s a fine m ee ting. Six were b apt iz ed
and four w e re restore d. He h as been asked
.to return in 1955. ·Bob Pl unk et ably l ed
the s ingin g. Nine were baptized, seven were
restored, most of whom .were during meetin gs at Burristown, N ew Salem, and Sugar
;Creek."
1\lnlcom P . Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Huntin gto n Park, California, September 18 : This
past week the congregation here has made
three n ew records. We r eached 115 on Wednesday night, 154 on Sunday night, and 43
in lad ies' Bible class. Other services have
bee n at n ear-record lev els a lso. Three more
have become id entif ied with the work here
during the week, on by baptism, one by
r esto ration from the Christian Church, and
one by placing membership.
G. s. Westbrook, Box 420, Bonham, Texas,
September 21: Two were restored yesterday morning and two were identified last
night. I began my part of a meeting at
Central in Denison last night with excell en t attendance. Th e work at Northside in
Bonham is off to a good start. Interest
seems pr e tty good and we believe Bible
school attendance will pick up despite the
fact that several families h ave moved away
recently.
J. D. Rotltwell, 1004 El Sereno Drive, Bakersfie ld, California, September 21: We enjoyed a fine meeting with the 16th Street
and Florida church in Chicl<asha, Oklahoma, September 3-1 3 in which three were
baptized and one was restored from the
Christian Church. Brother T. B. Underwood,
Jr., is th e efficient l ocal evangel ist. I will
be with the Mabel & . Santa Rita church in
Tucson , Arizona, October 5-14.
Work at
Central, this city, goes forward in a fine
way.

w. Earl 1\lnnsur, .241 E. Arlight, Monterey
Park, California, September 21: Three were
baptized and two identified yesterday, making a total of seven baptisms, four restorations and seven ldentificat.ions in the past
few weeks. Th e church in Montebello has
made rapid growth since moving into the
new building at 536 N. Poplar. Recently we
conducte d an eight-day meeting with local
forces. If you pass through this area worship with us or if you have friends here
who need to be contacted, let us know.
Fretl L. Yeats, Route 1, Wilson, Texas,
September 23: The brethren at Arc.h, New
Mexico, closed a very successful meeting a
week ago last night, In which I did the
preaching. One very fine young man was
baptized, and w e believe the church was
greatly strengthened. To God be all the
glory. Two more confessed sins of neglect
here Sunday. We have now had two baptisms and four confessions of sins s ince eur
meeting closed ·a month ago tonight. We
take courage and press the fight. Pray for
us.

~
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P. D. Wilmeth, 80•8 Hamvasy Lane, Tyl er,
T exas, September 27: Brother Elbridge Linn
of Austin begins ou r gospel meeting here
October 18-25. All in this area are in vited
to attend. The East Texas preachers will
be guests for their first meeting October 5.
at the Glenwood c hurch of Christ. Brother
Weldon B e nnett is scheduled to speak to
the group at e lev e n o'clock on the work in
Germany . Th e writer begin s with th e Southside church in Aust in Nov e mber 1-8. Our
work i s growin g h e re with substantial
growth. Wh en in our city, worship with
us at Glen·wod.
illurphy D. PllilliJ>S, 900-Second Avenue,
Lal<e Char les, Louisiana: We moved here
to work with th e brethr en in spreading the
gospel, July 19th. It seems that the Lord
has give n us an op en door. In less than
two months, we have had fifty-eight to respond to the invitat ion. Thirty-one of these
came during the meeting that Brother Tom
Warren of Fort Vl'o rth, T exas, conducted
here. We planned for this meeting, with
daily prayer and with extensive advert izement. We plan to build
new, and a much
needed building soon . Pray for our effo rts
here.

a
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thirty people in Tularosa. Lloyd Bailey, a
postal employee of Alomogordo, preaches
for them. They own a n eat building, well
located, that is adequate for the pr ese nt.
Th ey are at peace, and would form an excellent nucleus around which to build a
larger congregation. Th ey n eed a full tim e
preacher, and asked me to help locate one.
I have b een unabl e to find one. Also, they
will need financi.al h elp. So th ey need a
congregation that will help them get and
keep a preach er. It is close to T exas and
Oklahoma, and a congregation could keep
in close touch with it. A good man living
and working th e re all the time could acco mplish much.
If you are int ereste'd in
helping in this work, contact the congPe gation In Tularosa , or, if you prefer, write
to me.

attendance for Bible study has more than
doubled. Contributions have inc r eased from
near $40.00 per Sunday to near $85.00. Seven
hav e been baptiz e d, seven resto red and five
have placed membership with u s. Our active m embership now numbers abo ut seventy. Some beli eve the wo rk here the most
promising that it has been in several years.
We hope that "the walls hav e been rebuilt"
and much good can be accomplished in this
difficult fi e ld.

V. C. Turner, 209 S. W. 3rd, Bethany, Oklahoma, September 20: Two baptisms and
two placed membership here the past two
we eks. Our Vacation Bible School (August
17-21) had an enro llm en t of 222, with a: daily
attendance average of 164. Th e last two
days of the school more than 180 were present. Our fall meeting begin s September 27
Winstend 0. Cooper, Nocona, Texas: A with Brother Virgil Cullum doing the pr eachrecent report of contributions and disburse - ing. Th e work in Bethany is most encourments of the church at Saint Jo, for the aging as it is definitely on an upgrade.
first part of this year is better than it has
I
Stoy Pnte, 1081 McLemore Avenue, Membeen at any time I have worl<ed with this
church nine years this past August. Th.e phis, Tennessee, September 16: Brother J.
church has contributed to two radio pro- B. Cox assisted us in a very successful Vagrams, mission work in the states and out cation Bible School this summer. In the
of the states, three orphan homes, old folks first half of June we enrolled 380, and the
In
home, and some in the local town who were last h a lf in August we enrolled 500.
We found it
in need. Most of th.e se contributions are on ten days we enro ll ed 612.
!the regular monthly basis. We have had an mil ch better to have half .of it just as
incr ease in interest and attendance the last school closes and the other half just before
few weeks, and some added to the local school opens in the fall. This week we have
congregation by baptism and transfer of baptiz ed four and had three to place membership. That makes 141 who have respondmembership.
ed in the p as t ten month s . It is just like
C. E. •i llcGnughey, 2407 W. Lincoln, Spring- a big meeting with some one r esponding
field, Missouri, September 24: At Clinton, n ea rly eve ry week. The Lo r d certainly has
;Oklahoma, worked with E. E. Myers, who blessed our efforts, and to him goes all the
has just moved th e re from Odessa, T exas. pra ise!

Wayne Hnrgro,-e, 5317 South Park Blvd.,
Houston, Texas, September 14:
Th e MacGregor Park congregation mov ~ d Into its
new classroom addition yesterday. We had
394 in Bible' classes, 477 in 'our two morning worship services, and 219 at evening
se r vice (with about twenty young people
visiting another congregation in the city).
Our membership now Is 3201.
There have
been . sixteen invitation responses during
the first two weeks . of September:
four
baptisms, nin e to place membership, and Five were baptized and fifteen restored.
three to confess wrongs. Visit with us when Prospects are bright for the church there .
you are in Houston.
Th e Tuckerman, Arkansas, meeting, where
our son, Don, labors resulted in five ba'J)E. n. HnrJ>er, Abilene, Texas, September tisms and seven restorations. All were
26: September h as been a wonderful month grown people, one man was 72 years old.
for us at Highland. A record in Bible class- Am now with the College Street church In
es, 787; the first Sunday $8,438.00 contribu- L ebanon, Tennessee, and J. B . Kinney, who
tion; a great number added to our local r ecently moved here from Oklahoma City.
congregation; chairs in. both auditoriums; Attendance is good a nd interest increasing
discussing plans for a possible auditorium daily. Go next to Ma yfield, Kentucky, Octhat will seat 150(} p eople and to convert itober 2- 11, and then to Detroit, Strathmore
our present building into an educational congregation, Octob er 18-25.
building. I am n ow in a good meeting at
Breckenridge, T exas, and will be with the
Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
church in Henderson, T ennessee, the. last Drive, San Antonio, T exas, September 21:
two weeks in October.
This will be my Sunday was another good day at the West
third m eeting with this fine church.
Avenue ch urch. We had 280 in Bible school,
a total of 342 in attendance fo'i the two
D. H. Perkins, Denver, Colorado, Septem- morning services, and a very large Sunday
One was baptized and
ber 23: Here at th e South Denver church ;evening audience.
our attendance h as broken all past records thr ee placed m embership. Th e West Aveduril).g the summer months . We h ad a very nue church will be three years old on Octo The Highland and Vl'es t Avenue
good · Vacation Bible School in August which b er 18.
was beyond our highest hopes in attendanc e congregations are conducting a radio proand interest. A man eighty -four years of gram every Sunday morning on KMAC, 630
age who has been a deacon in th e Baptist kc., from 8:15 to 8:30. Vl' e have reason to
church, and a very diligent student of the think that KMAC h as the largest daylight
Bible for many years, attended; and since coverage of any San Antonio station, and
the school, has been baptized into cbrist, we hope to do much good as a resu lt of this
and now seems very happy to be in th e radio work.
Lord's church. On October 6, I shall begin
a gospel m~eting with the church in Coweta,
Rlcl•nrd Robbins, Menard, Texas: We com Oklahoma. This will be my fifth meeting pleted our first year's work with the Menard brethren in August. We found the
there.
brethren rather inactiv e when we moved
Loyd L . Smith, Lawton, Ok lahoma, Sep- here but the faithful few were anxious to
tember 15: In August I h eld a meeting at do better. , The building n eeded r epairing
Tularosa, New Mex ico. Tularosa is a few badly. With almost $1,000 in the building
m !les north of Alomogordo, and has about fund we raised another thousand in a few
thr ee thousand p eo ple, most of whom are months and b'orrowed another $3,000 to comof Span ish descent and are Roman Catholic. pletely remodel and enlar ge the bu!lding.
The section is a good country, and many •During the building we raised about $600
people are moving in because of the White more and contr ibuted several hundt'ed dolSands Proving Grounds, mining, agricul - lars of labor. Our attendance for Sunday
ture, etc. We have a congregation of about morning wo r ship has almost doubled, and,

L. D. Thornton, Dill City, Oklahoma, September 7: The work here is· coming along
splendidly. Since my last r epo r t we have
had five baptisms, two restorations, and record attendance for Bib l e classes. We just
·closed a me e ting August 9 through 19, with
Broth er Noah Sparks, Jr., from Hydro, Oklahoma, doing the preaching \.nd Brother
B. L. Buford from Clinton directing the
sons service. Each did a splendid job. r
did the pr eaching in a gospel meeting at
Gotebo, Oklahoma, August 23-30. We had
five baptisms there. The congregation here
is sending me to Wray, Colorado. in October for a mission meeting. I enjoy and look
forward each week to receiving the Firm
Foundation.

w. F . Hnll, Box 245, Okemah, Oklahoma,
September 25: Th e churches of Christ in
various p arts of Oklahoma have sponsored
a gospel meeting by the colored people in
Boley, Oklahoma, the largest Negro town
in the U. S. A. G. B. Holt of Oklapoma City
did the preaching. We had four additions.
Brother Holt is an able man. He hardly
h as an equal, including the white preachers.
The m ee ting was well attended not only by
the colored but white as well. I've had
many years in the work, preaching in five
states. Brother Holt can get the interest
and hold it as well as any man I ever
heard.
I'm open for local work, not too
far distant in Oklahoma, Arkansas or Texas.
T. A. PIDLLIPS
Hatton B. Gist
I am persuaded that Bro t her Phillips is
an honorable man and a godd preacher. He is
available for . mee tings or local work. If you
want a "gospel preacher" (not a "flirt" or
"smartalec") he will f i t the bill. His address is 420 Maverick Street, San Antonio,

Texas.
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l'llux T. Nee!, 5651 McCormicl;:, Houston 23, will have a seating capacity of 1,0()() and
Texas, September 14:
Our work here at is of white brick construction. For over
Lawnd a l e seems to be getting started in a three years we have bee n meeting twice on
fine way. We had unusually good attend - the Lord's day morning but now we will be
ance in Bible classes yesterday, a nd five able to m ee t once. We are very thankful
were baptized and two- placed m em bership. for this. We are still broadcasting the gosThe Lord willing, I shall conduct the fall p el daily over KTBC, 50() kc. here in Austin.
mee ting here be ginning September 20th.
Jose!)ll H. Cox, · 4422 Preston Highway,
Brooks Terry, 2314 Overton Road, Danas, Louisville, Kentucky, September 6 : My meetTexas, September 19: dur vacation Bible ing with the church at L ebanon, Indiana,
school in June had 230 to e nroll with an this summer r es ulte d in two baptisms. Jacl;:
average attendance of 194. Since June 8th, Hazelbaker is the faithful preacher the re.
six have placed membership, four have b.een The meeting at Gratz, Kentucky, (Cemetery
baptized, one has placed m e mbers hip and Hill church) resulted in no additions; howrestored, and one restored here at Ov erton ever, there was much interest manifested.
Road. Th e writer taught in a teacher train- Earnest Stedham i s the loyal and capable
ing course in Fayetteville, Arkansas, in Ju- preacher for the chu rch. Tomorrow I am
ly. I did the preaching in gospel meetings scheduled to begin with Henry Caldwell and
at Lipan; Texas, and Randlett, Oklahoma. the church at Cozzaddale, Ohio, near CinThree were baiJtized. The br e thren at Li- c inn ati. The work at Preston Highway here
pan have invited me to return for another in Louisville contin ues to move forward.
meeting. J. B. Tomlinson and J . Ray Crook One was r esto red from the Christian Church
are the able preachers for these churches last Wedn esday; - two were baptized a nd one
respectively. WaHer P. Bryan will do the restored this morning.
preaching in the gospel meeting at Overton
Road November 1-8. My next meeting will
Jolin L. Norris, Box 302, Mathis, Texas,
be with the Southwes t church in Oldahoma September 26: Nothing to the contrary, we
City November 8-15.
ar7 to begin work on our building in Orange
Grove next week.
Since we began there
R. C. Cot>elruHl, Jr., 410 South College Ave- four years ago, we have been meeting in
nus, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, September 7: We the school library. At present, we have 19
have good prospects for continued grow;th members, with 10 families represented. All
and effective work and service h ere. Two are average wage earners, and our contri of · our beloved memb ers hav e passed on to butions average above $•&0.00 per week. We
their r eward. Brother ·David Lesl ey Porter are not asking h e lp in our efforts, other
was born in 189 1 a nd died in the veterans than the prayers of the brethren. Since our
hospital at Muskogee, September 4, 195g, beginning we hav e maintain ed a full proHis wife a nd five children mourn his pass - gram of worl< with regular preaching, miding.
Broth e r Porter was faithful to the week Bible Study, and class work.
Th e
Lord. I ·spoke words of co mfort to th e host congregation h as re-m a in ed at peace, a nd
of friends and the family on the influ enc e our worl< has b een . mo st pleasant, even
}lis lif e will yet h ave on those , a ff ecte d. though the field is difficult, being mostly
Services were conducted in the church of Catholic and Lutheran. Again we beg your
Christ building, this city, on above . date. prayers, and inv ite you to worship with \ us
Two placed m e mbership August 31.
Now when in this sectio n of the country.
that college is oJ)en n ew m e mb ers will be
coming into our midst.
This church has
Bill lUcCown, P. 0. Box 201, L ibe rty, T ex the mind to work and grow spiritually as as, September 21: Our work w ith th e Libwell as numerically.
erty congregation is off to a good start.
Tillit S. Teddlic, Box 314, Sulphur SPrings,
Texas, Septemb er 25: Afte r two and onehalf years' worl< with the church a .t Ennis,
Texas, I have moved to Sulphur Springs,
Texas, to labor _.;with the congregation. Th e
church at Ennis was wonderfully nice to
me and my wife while we labored there,
and we shall always owe them a d ebt o!
love too heavy 'to pay. The church in Ennis
has en joyed a seaso1n of peace and harmony,
and we predict it will thus continue. Brother Frank L. Cox of Mineola, Texas, will
move there the first of October to labor
with that congregation.
Brother Willard
Morrow of Fort Worth, Texas, is now engaged in a meeting · at Ennis.
We have
plans for an intensive campaign of New
Testament evangelism in this part of the
state. We hope to have some good r eports
of the worlr at Sulphur Spr in gs.
H. I. Taylor, Austin, Texas: Th e re have
been twenty baptized, ·forty-three placed
membership and five r estored here at Northside _thus far in 1953. For five months we
hav e b een meeting in a school building
which h as hindered our work some.
We
expec t to m ee t in our new building in the
early part of November.
In our m eeting
work we have baJ)tize d tl)irty-two. I am to
hold a meeting with the Spring Bra nch
church in Houston beginning September 28,
and at Round Rock the last week in October.
When in Austin worship with the
Northside congregation, West Forty-Third
Street and Avenue B.
Our new building

One was baptized at th e service yesterday
mornin g . .A good a tte ndanc e was present
for both services. We are looking forward
to a good work with this alert and working group. Word r ece ived from New Braunf e ls this past week r eports four baptized
at the recently E.stablished West End congregation (colored) last Wednesday night.
One other was· baptized a few weeks ago
who had b een a Roman Catholic for many
years. A. N. Patterson of San Antonio is
working with this congregation and is doing a wonderful work. ThiS congregation
was started in June of this year as the result of a m ee ting in which 34 were bapt iz ed. Since that time the additional five
bring the total memb ership to 39.
'\V. n. Craig, P. 0. Box 697, Mag noli a , Arkansas, September 15: We have been here a
month, and it has been mos t pleasant. We
look forward to a good work. Palmer Wh eeler has just closed a five-day s inging school.
It was one of the best. C. R. Nichol begins
our fall meeting October '18th. All within
drivin g distance are urged to attend. Fifty
students in Southern State College have indicate d that they are m elllbers of or prefer
the church. If your son or daught&r is here
contact us that w e may b etter serve them.
!()ur new building moves a long smoothly, We
hope to be in it by May first. When travelin g highwa ys 82 or 79 stop and worship
with us. Our new building is lo cated on 79
just two bloclrs off the public square. Our
present location is one bloclr south at 313
S. Washington.

Tuesda.y, Octeber 6, 1953
Gordo~ L.
Donning, 121 W. T enn essee,
Floydada, Texas, September 14: Since our
last report on August 17th, we have broken
our Bible Schol attendance r ecords twice
here at the City Park church. Attendance
at all serv ices is at an all-time high. Yes- ·
terday five came forward to confess faults
and one to place m e mbership.
The two
weeks before, four come forward to be restored. We have begun work on our educational building, finishing the inside and
building new classrooms to provide for our
increased attendance . All the worlr on the
build ing is being done by men of the congregation with the exception of plastering.
The members have a mind to work and God
is blessing the work.

J. 1. WJtite, Ackerly, Texas, September 6:
We are enjoying· a slow but steady growth.
Brother Roy Phemister has been with us
one year the first of September and we
have baptized into Christ fourteen persons,
isix of these having been fatherS! of families·
whose wives were al r eady members. I think
we have a ri ght to be proud of this record,
considering the s ize of the community. We
are experiencing the third year drouth, and
mosf of our memb e rs are farmers, still we
have recently built a new building, and our
financ ial condition is very good. We need
your prayers., that our growth may continue and that much good will be accomplished by our untiring efforts in the Lord's
work.
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Artl•ur "\V. Francis, Jr., P. 0. Box 924,
Sioux C ity , Iow:io, September 18:
We are
glad to report two were added by member ship and two by baptism in recent weeks.
Th e yeung man baptiz ed asp ir es to become
a gospel preach e r. We pray that his am bit ion may be realized for we hav e a great
n eed for more n a tive grown p·reachers in
this section. Last S und ay was
r ecord day
wi th o ur fo rm e r records for Sunday morning
broken with the a tt endan ce of 72. Our previous r eco rd was set at 70 dur ing our July
m eet ing. I h ave recently visited with brethr en at Burwell, N eb r aska and Mankato, Minn esota who a r e in our li s t e ning a r ea a lth<mgh 200· mil es from S io u x Ci ty in opposite
c ir ec twn s. We a lso atte nd e d Rue Po rt e r' s
m eet in g at J effe r so n , Iowa, las t week and
found a number of listen ers. We con tinu e
on KCOM dai ly at 8 :30 except Sunday at 9.

a

ahachie, •r going through, we would be
haPPY to have you worship with us. It was
w ith a great deal of sadness we bid the
·b rethren at Runge farewell. They expressed
t h e ir Jove in many ways as they wished u s
g odspeed. Th e man selec t ed to do the work
there w ill f ind a fine congregat ion to work
with. We solicit t h e prayers of t h e faith ful everywhere in our new wo rlt h er e.

Wnlluce E . JUynntt, 818 So. Co ll ege Street,
Waxahachie, Texas, September 19: After a
very pleasant an d profitable wo r k of n ear ly t hr ee years w ith the c hurc h at Runge,
Texas, I h a ve begun work with the South
S id e congr egation in Waxahachie, fo ll ow in g
Brother C. A. Buchanan, who has moved to
G l en Rose, Texas. We are very pleased with
the prospects of this good work . We had a
fine day Sunday and from all indications we
s hould have a g1·and work h ere. We were
received very gracious ly an d everyone see m s
r eady to enter in to a fuller service for the
Lord. A t a n y t ime yo u are visiting in Wax-

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We k eep on hand regularly a supply ot
fresh, pure, unl eaven ed bread for communion
purpo ses. El even wafers to th e small package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all caref ully sealed so It will keep
Indefinitely. Every congr egation should have
on hand a good s upply at all times. Price:
Large carton s , each, $2.35, postpaid.
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Tillit S. Teddlie, Box 314, Sulphur Springs,
T exas, September 28: One .placed member s hip with thi s congregation Sunday morning. Excellent c r owds at both m o rning and
night services. P rospects a r e bright for an
outstanding worlt in this c ity.

in g. again and there will be rt10re jobs for
some one there. Gardeners and JIOU!trymen
should do well here. If int er ested in moving here contact me and I will try to put
you in touch with t h e prop er ones to get
located.
Joe Cooke , -,.n Dyke, N. Broad Street,
Lexington, T e nnessee, September 12: I did
th e preaching in a me eting at Red Bay,
Alabama, in July. Alb ie Puckett directed
the s in g-ing. Th ree were baptized and thre e
confessed unfaithfulness. Charl es Maples
h e lped much w i th the m eeting. I was with
the Mynot congreg-ation n ear Cherokee, A labama, following the Red Bay m eeting. Edgar ..Williams d ir ected the s in g· ing.
One
was baptized.
I was at Maud, Alaba ma,
n ext with Albie Pucl<ett and Autr ey Ware
directing the s inging.
Eleven we r e bapt ized.
In August I was with the Mars
Hi ll cG> n gT eg-at io n near Duc k River, T ennessee, for a s h ort meeting. Cloud Russ e ll directed the s in g ing. Three wer e b apt ized.
J oh n Alian Chalk and J ohn C. Graham did
the preach in g. for the Lexington church
while I was away.

Puul c. Keller : My health has impro ved
to the extent th at I am again ab l e to do
f ull-tim e work. For the past two years I
have lived a t my forme r home (Otwell, Ark.)
an d preached at Nettleton IJ.S health permitted. ' Dur ing that time the c hurch built
a new b uilding i~ which to meet. I h ad
the p rivil ege of preachi n g in it m y last
Sunday with the church there. On June 15
I moved to Th yat ira, Mis ., to begin work
with the church h e re., Thus far the work
J.OYD WILLIAMS TO PREA.CH
with the Thyati:.. a church has been most
TO THE DEAF
pleasant. My h ealth has been such as to
Sunday, Octob e r 11, 1953, Brother Loyd
enable me to hold three meetings this year :
Crossville, Ill., \Vheeling·, Ark., and Cou n- Williams, a student at Abilene Christian
ty Lil).e, near Jonesboro, Ark. I hope that College, wi ll p r each at the church of Christ
I w ill be ab l e to increase t hi s number and for Deaf, at 1500 Newton Str<~et at 3:00
P.M. in Austin, T e:w.s.
hold my normal amount n ext y ear .
Brother Williams a nd hi s w i f~ are very
Brother
Thornton Crews, Cove A v enu e, Route No. act ive m emb ers of th e ch u rch .
5, Box 664, Pensacola, Florida : \ ¥e are now W illiams h as pr eac hing en gag ements a t Lubin ou r n ew h<AIJl e on Cove Avenue, Route bock, Amarillo, Gatesvil le, a nd Abilene.
No. 5, Box 664, in Pensaco la , F1orida. W ill Brother Williams is st udying for th e mint h e F irm Foundation and a ll of our f ri ends istry a nd plans to devote full time to the
please note our ad dr ess . Th e Bellview church upon comp l et ion of hi s educat ion.
October 10-11 is to be Hom eco ming weekchurch of Christ, w ith w hi c h I am working,
We h ave starte d a end at th e T exas School for th e Deaf. Many
is doin g very well.
L adies' Class a nd will start a Train in g Class ex -st ud ents a nd oth ers will be com ing to
for th e men in t h e n ear future . I am to Au st in for this Homecoming. W e wish to
ho l d a short m ee ting for t h e C!iOSS Roads' welcome a ll the d ea f a nd a ny oth ers who
congregati o n n ext week.
When passing would lik e to atte nd this special Sunday
Broth er Williams will
thro u gh Pensaco la, wo r s hip with u s . You afternon service.
will find a w e lcom e . Th e Kems tran cl Plant preach in th e sign language. The sermon
is t ak ing app lications for perma n ent j obs will b e interpr e t ed for ~ th e hearil'lg.
The Churc h o·f Christ for the Deaf.
now. Th e St. R egis Pap er m l ll is enlarg-

I
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Almost 5,000,000 words, 311,000 lines of Biblical ·
quotations, and Word References. 1,268 pages
Literal translations of original Hebrew and Greek
Words. Provides 118,000 references not fDund in
any other concordance. Every word arranged in
alphabetical order for quick reference. Every Hebrew and Greek Word printed in the original characters with pronunciation shown in Engli-sh letters. All proper and geographical names appear
in alphabetical order with description and history.
Four features instantly available: 1. The original
Hebrew or Greek of any word. 2. Its literal meaning. 3. A correct exegesis. 4. Parallel passages.
For readers everything is made clear. An appendix provides an account
of recent discoveri es in Bible Lands. 9 inches wide, 111,4 inches deep,
and 3 inches thick.
Price, $10.00 (With Thumb Index, $11.00)
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MATT. Z1:33-4l

A. R. Holton
The above scripture is the parable of the
vineyard, as given by our Lord.
A man
let out his vineyard to husbandmen, and
then after a while came asking for the
fruit of the vineyard.
Those who came
seeking the fruit were stoned and mistreated.
And then finally the son was sent, and this
was the occasion when they said, "Let us
kill him." Jesus goes on to tell us that the
scribes and the Phariaoes understood he
was talking about them. They had stoned
the prophets, and th<;lY would crucify the Son
of God.
There are a few self-evident lessons in
this great scripture.
First, human privilege. The vineyard was hedged about, everything was prepared in the very best way.
And so it is that God has given man a great
place in the universe that he has made.
When we think about the opportunities of
today, we are aware that we are. living in a
great period of opportunity. Our privileges
as Christians can hardly be estimated; it is
beyond all of the thought of man.
The second point brought out h ere is human freedom. Th e vineyard was theirs to
worlt in or not to work in. They could
accept the m en who came to collect , the
fruit or they could reject them; but their
freedom was limited by the great law that
you cannot have freedom without law. Man-·
kind today has done havoc to the vineyard
of God because we have thought that liberty
and freedom could be ours by flouting all
the laws of God. · Freedom only comes by
· obedience.
The third point noticeable In this parable
of our Lord is that they were under responsibility. It was a matter of common knowledge among all people in the day when
Jesus lived that any man who would accept
a place in the vineyard was responsible for
making a return. These people In this ·case,
Jesus said,' ignored this responsibility. They

set about to destroy the ones sent to them.
And in the fourth place, this story sets
out in a clear way that Jesus ill not mentioned in connection with man. This ~tory
has it that the owner of the vineyard sent
his son, and the son is standing out over
against all the others-servants, prophets,
apostles; Modernism has tried to place Jesus in the same category with all other
men, but this is not the New Testament
way. Jesus is referred to as the one different from all the others. ·
In the fifth place, this story clearly sets
out the l ove of God. The coming of Jesus
was love's final act in behalf of mankind.
One thing we can be sure of-the love of
God. God so loved the world that he sent
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have
everlasting life.
And in the sixth place, these men made
the tragic mistake of thinking that the
garden of life was theirs without acknowledging God or accepting responsibility. No,
the vineyard belongs to God, and we are
but wprkmen in the vineyard, and there can
be no freedom, and there can bll no privil ege without accepting this responsibil!ty.

Th ese men destroyed the privilege, and they
destroyed the freepom by not accepting the
responsibility.
THe garden of life is not
ours; it belongs to God, and we live under
th e limitation of being subject to our Maker.
The kingdom was taken away, and given
unto another.
This leads us to our seventh and final conclusion: God will not
abandon his vineyard, but will see to it that
there is a generation that will accept the
privilege and the responsibility and the
,f reedom.
God did not abandon Israel in
Egypt; he did not abandon Israel in Babylonian captivity; he did not abandon Jesus
Christ in the grave. He did not abandon the
early church in persecution. He. 'will not
abandon his church now because he has
said, "I will be with you always, even to
the end .of the world."

Hatton B. Gist, 636 Steves Avenue, San
Antonio 10, Texas, September 28: Since last
report three have been baptized at Highland
Hills, 303 Burkedale Avenue."
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AND it came to pass in f-co'- 9 The same heard P~ul speak:
.l:l.. m-um, that they went both who steclfastly beholding him,
together into the synagogue and perceiving that he had faith
of the Jew§, and so spake, that to be healed,
a great multitude both of the 10 Said with a loud voice_.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE •

P. 0. Box 77, Austin, Texas
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"DICE PLAYERS HIDE FRO!tl DEPUTIES
AT CHURCH BENEFIT''
(From St. Loula Post Dlapateh, July 210,

19~3)

Sterl A. Watson

''About 6.0 Wellston citizens, playing dice
games at a church benefit Saturday night,
spent a dark and uncomfortable quarter
hour hiding from two sheriff's deputies sent
to investigate complaints that gambl!ng was
going on there.
"The dice 'gam es were in the parish school
gymna sium of th e Notre Dam e de Lourdes
Catholic Church, Kienlen and Evanston Avenues, Wellston. Outside in the schoolyard,
several
hundred
more residents
milled
around oth e r carnival games of chance for
which prizes such as ' lamps, w ere award e d.
When the deputies passed by in th e ir automobile, searching for a parking space in
the crowded streets, a lookout at the gate
gave the signal. 'Lights in the gymnasium
were turned off and the doors clos ed. A
pol~er-hand betting booth in the schoolyard
hastily closed up.
": . . While the dice players peered un-
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easily through the darl<ened gymnasium
windows, the two deputies strolled throu.g h
the carnival area. Finding no gambling in
pro g ress, they left, and the dice' enthusiasts, perspiring freely, opened the doors and
gladly ma:de their exits into the cooler air
outsi9-e.".:_(Copy, by Sterl A. Watson, St.
Louis, Mo.)
Comment: This was an approved function
of the Roman Catholic church. They knew
they were violating the law.
Otherwise,
they would not have had a lookout at the
gate.
Their reli g ion has descended to a
pretty low level when they resort to "Poker
and Dice games" to raise benefits.
Just
think! Fallible officers of the law having
to raid an infallible church for lawl essness!

----·0•---THE ROAD A:UEAD

cleon Lyles

This was the theme for a banq~et Friday
night, May 22, at the Sam Peck Hotel honoring a group of seniors, who are members
of the churches of Christ here in Little
Rock. This was the second annual banquet

A fine Bible-This is the complete teacher Bible that husband,
wife, teacher, preacher, or friend will ·a ppreciate.

TEACHERS' INDIA P.APER BIBLE
WORDS OF CHRIST PRINTED IN RED
Bourgeois type, pronouncing, sixe 5-9/16 x 7-7/8 inches

held for our seniors, and sponsored by some
of the members of the Downtown church.
We have tried to teach our young people
the evil of dances, and of course, this includes the dance held for the seniors each
year in the high school. In order . for our
young people to have some p.Jace to go that
night, we have this banquet on the same
night of the school dance. Both years we
have had fine cooperation, both from the
students and the parents.
This year, the banquet tables were decorated with spring flowers and miniature
buildings representing the Christian Colleges available to the graduates. Tall white
tapers wrapped in the colors of the various
colleges added to the decorations. We also
had literature from most of our schools
for, the students.
Brother Elza Huff.ord, minister of the
Downtown church in Searcy spoke to the
group and tl').e Andy T. Ritchie family furnished the music. Each guest received an
address book, with the inscription "Senior
Banquet, 1953" as a souvenir.
We b e lieve these occasions are going to
become more interesting and valuaole each
year. It is in no wi,se a "church affair,"
o'ut is conducted by various members, as a
me:j.ns of doing something to offset the evil
of high school dances.
We decided two
years ago that all the talk and complaining
people do does not get rid of the evil, so
began to try to do something about it. This
year it attracted much attention in the
city, and there is some talk among other
religious groups of adopting the same practice. It is possible that in the future we
can entirely destroy the annual school dance.
At least we can give our chi ldren some
place to go as we teach them to abstain
from evil.
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''THE TOWER OF BABEL"
G.

s.

Westbrook

Soine time atter the flood, as mankind
began to spread over the face of th e earth,
some came to the plains of Shinar. Here
they d etermin ed to m ake a. name for themselves .
Th ey propo se d to build a tower
whose top would reach into the very heavens.
Although God h ad revealed himself
to man, prior to this, there is no indication
that th ese m e n included God in their plans.
He was given no consideration, nor was
his will consulted in the matter.
Man
had
become
self-sufficient,
he
thought.
There is no indication that he
even considered th e possibility or failure.
He pres umed to be able to build a tower
that would reach to h eave n. If he accomplished this surely he would have made a
name for himse lf. The spirit of self-exaltation began to assert itself.
God came down to see what men were
doing. This shows God's int erest in man.
Just as he cam e down into the Garden of
Eden and asked, "Adam , Where art Thou?",
he now proves again that h e Is mindful of
man!
But God was not pleased with what he
found.
Mari was presumptuous.
He had
gotten too big for himself. God has never
been pleased w h e n m a n tries to bui ld his
own way to h eaven. Man his ever had a
tendency to try t o do big things, but to
leave God out.
So the Lord stopped the
work on this great tower.
To this time
men had been all of one speech and of one
tongue. But Jeh ovah confounded their language until many discordant voices were
heard and It becam e impossible to continue
the work.
Today, as man travels toward Eternity,
he often f ee ls self-sufficient, and falls to
rely on God.
Men constantly are trying
to build . "towers" that will reach to heaven.
With so many human "towers" in existence
today confusion reigns supreme.
God is
not pleased with this for God is not tha
author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33). Therefo r e he is not the author of these "towers"
that make up the Protestant and the Catholic world. All such "Towers" are built in
vain, for "If the Lord build not the house
they labor in vain that build it . . . " (Ps.
127:1).
Men ne ed to r eco gnize the fact
that "The way of man is not within himself; for it is not In man that walketh to
direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23) .
Cll.rist is the way out. Even befor~ he
died he for et o ld of the time when hearing
his voic e would produce . "one fold and one
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shepherd" (John 10:16). Then in his fjrayer
in John 17 :17-21 he prayed for r ea l Chris tian unity-"That all that believe on m e . .
might be ONE . . . . "
In Christ confusion ceases and perfect
concord is r eached, for "There is neither
J ew nor Greek, bond nor free" but a ll are
one in Christ (Ga l. 3:24-28).
Now God's
purpose through the Ages-to gather all in
one (Eph. 1 :10) Is fulfilled in the body of
Christ which is the church (Eph. 1:20-23).
Confusion is forbidden in Christ, an d all
Christians a r e expected to "speak th·e same
thing (1 Peter 4 :ll) and to wear the same
n ame" (1 Cor. 1 :10-13). This is accomplished
by laying aside all human rult> books,
creeds, and human practices, and "If any
man speak let him speak as the oracl es of
God" (1 Peter 4:11; Isa. 8 :20).
Ma in Street Church o! Christ, Bonham,
Texas.

I

daughters, Mrs. Marie Mills and Mrs. Thelma
Allen, both of Altus and f _a ithful members
of this congregation. Th e son, Charlie Rogers, lives a t Vernon, T exas. He also l eaves
behind two brothers, four sisters a nd five
grandch ildr en . Funeral services were conducted from the local church building by
the writer and interment was in the Blair,
Okla., cemetery.
W. S. BOYETT

•

YANDELL--Brother George M. Yandell
passed away July 25, 1953, at Great Bend, .
Kansas, as the result. of a cerebral h emor rhage. He was born October 17, 1889, n ear
Rogersville, Missouri.
At the age of sixteen, Brother Yandell obeyed the gospel and
co ntinu ed a faithful Christian life , having .
been an e ld er in ·the church at Shidler,
Okla., Po nca City, Okla., and Great Bend,
Kansas.
His primary mission in this life
was to convert sinners to Christ, and toward
this a im h e taught adult Bible classe~ wherever h e happened to be living. His thirtyfive years of employm ent with the Carter
Oil Co. brought him in contact with many
pe ople and Christ ian friends throughout
Oklahoma· and Kansas. He is surv ived by
· his daug·hter, Mrs. James M. (Helen) Anders
of Omaha, Neb r . ; two granddaughters, Pa• tricia and Marjorie; and two brothers, Albert of Rogersville, Mb., and Charles of
' Vich ita Falls. T exas. His body was buri ed
by hi s wife, Daisey, in Panther Vall ey Cemetery n ear Rogersville, Mo.
JAMES M. AN:DERS

ROGERS-George
Albert
Rogers
was
born in Hill County, Texas, February 1,
1883. He departed this life at the Jackson
co·u nty Memorial Hospital in Altus, Ok lahoma, August 12, 1953.
He was severity
years, six months and twelve days old at
the time of his passing. Brother Rogers
*
was baptized into Christ in 190 5 and had
lived a faithful Christian life s in ce.
He
Robert c. Cot•elnnd, Jr., Box 146, T a hlequ ah,
was twice marri ed, first to Miss Mary Pig- ,Oklahoma, September 29: Three placed n'lemott in 1906. She passed away a t Kiowa, Ok- bership, two of them made confessions of
Ia. , in 1910. He was married to Miss Eva wrong "last Sunday night. A r ecord attendBanl<s in 1912 a t Oran, T exas. She was ance was present last Wednesday night, and
killed in a tornado which struck Blair, Ok- the prospects for continued growth are very
Ia., in 1928.
Brother Rogers, during his good. This is a congregation where lov e,
younger years, did much work in the church un ity, peac11, and harmony prevail. Giving
of the Lord in Palo P into County, T exas, God the praise, we shall press onward and
and at Blair, Okla. Ill health had limited upward. I enjoy the good articles in the Firm
his activity In more recent years. He leaves Foundation. Every Christian home should
three children to mourn his passing: two subscribe.

•
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Gunnison, Colorado
It seems necessary that I call attention to the situation at
Gunnison, Colorado, again. In June, I wrote an article calling
attention to the importance of getting a church started in Gunnison. Two weeks ago I called attention . to it the second time.
In the meantime Brother Sylvan Gray who lives near Gunnison has announced that a group is now meeting for worship in
the I.O.O.F. Hall every Lord's day. Brother Gray says there
is a distance of two hundred miles in . that pa1t of Colorado
where there is no organized church of Christ.
The number of disciples now meeting in Gunnison is about
fourteen. Brother Gray says a few visitors attend their services. It is important that considerable publicity be given to
this locally in Gunnison. I would guess that there are forty or
fifty who should be meeting in that city. Some of them have
become indifferent and a few have gone in with the denominations, but nearly all of them can be reached and restored by
giving proper attention to them. There will always be some
new ones coming in to attend college.
There is much that ought to be done in Colorado. I have
traveled over nearly all the mountain region making observation of religious conditions. At least a do11en new congregations should be started along the ·rampart range of the Rockies. Many tourists visit this part of the country during the
summer. Church members who spend the summers in Colorado
tell me they have to go as far as seventy-five miles to worship.
Where ·a lot of pe~ple go is the place to establish a congregation. Just now give attention to Gunnison.
Good Soldiers
Paul told Timothy to endure hardness as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). If one cannot endure hardness,
he is not qualified to be a soldier: If a man is afraid to stand
up and be shot at, he has no busin.e ss in enlisting in any branch
of military service, because that means "shoot to kill." To be
a good soldier requires a lot of courage. This is true in the
world and in the church. '
Gideon's army was a very good illustration of the army of
'the Lord in all ages. Gideon had thirty-two thousand enlisted
men, but only three hundred of them had enough courage
to fight. Probably they all made a very good appearance on
the drill ground and on dress parade-they were willing to
stay in the army and draw their pay in time of peace, but when
war started they were ready to go home. Gideon told all the
fainthearted to return to their tents. Ten thousand left the
army and returned to their tents. At the brook where they

drank water all were eliminated but three hundred. In the
Lord's army then, out of thirty-two thousand only three hundred were good soldiers. ·
_ "Is thy heart right with God?" is an important. question.
One cannot be a Christian if his heart is not right with God.
·Only those whose hearts are pure and courageous are good
soldiers of Jesus. It is amazing how many there are who are
willing to live the Christian life only in time of peace. Let
trouble start and they return to their tents. The man who is
ready to throw away his sword and make peace with the
devil is not a good soldier. At the close of life Paul said he
had fought a good fight. He acquitted himself gloriously on
life's battlefields.
·
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

Who Knows Godt
Quentin A. Dunn
Nearly everyone in America believes there is a God, and a
good many people claim to know him. But who really knows
God? Does the man who says he knows God necessarily know
him? No, this is not sufficient evidence that he knows God, be·
cause a man may say that he knows God, and not keep his
commandments. He that saith, "I know him, and keepeth not
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him" (1 •
John 2: 4). When our love for God is manifested by keeping
his commandments, we can be assured that we know God. It is
good to have a knowledge of God, yet one must have more than
a knowledge of God, one must obey God to truly know him. And
hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments (1 John 2: 3). Only those who love God and keep his
commandments really know God. The man who says that he
knows God·, and does not keep his commandments, does not
know God.
Disobedience to God, or not keeping his commandments is
manifested in many ways. There is plenty of evidence in the
New Testament that Jesus is the Christ, yet many people say
that Jesus was a mere man. This is not a new idea, there were
people who did not believe that Jesus was the Christ, while he
was on earth. Jesus said to the Jews, "I said therefore unto
you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I
am he, ye shall die in your sins" (John 8:2~). Jesus was a man,
flesh and blood, yet he was also divine because he was God's
Son. Those who are unwilling· to accept what God has said concerning the humanity or divinity of Jesus, do not know God.
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To believe. that J esus is the Christ, is a command of God, therefore one must believe that Jesus is the Christ before he has any
right to say that ;e knows God. It is possible for a man to be·
lieve in Christ to some extent, and still not know God. This is
surely true if he looks upon many of the commandments of
God as non-essential.
God has commanded all men everywher e to repent ' (Acts 17:
30). To repent means for one to turn completely from the love
and practice of his sins. Some people are willing to give up some
of their sins but not all of them. 'This cannot be genuine re·
pentance. The man who continues in his sins does not know
God. When a man truly repents, h e changes his · conduct and
turns toward God; repentance is unto salvation (Acts 11: 18) .
His repentance must lead him to obey the commands that are
necessary for him to obey, to get into Christ before he really
knows God.
Jesus said, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before
men, him will I also confess before my Father which is in
heaven" (Matt. 10:32). Some 'believe in J esus to some extent,
but they are afraid to confess him. Such men tlo not know God.
Many men would not confess Jesus while he was on earth be·
cause they were afraid, and they. loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God. "Nevertheless among the chief rulers a-1
so, many believed on him, but because of the Pharisees they did
not confess him, lest they be put out of the synagogue. For
they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God" (John
12: 42, 43). It is quite obvious that those men did not know God.
To confess Christ is a command of God. Confession must be
made with the mouth, and confession is unto salvation (Rom.
10: 10). Belief, repentance and confession are unto salvation.
One can do these things and still not know God. After h e has
taken the step that puts him into Christ, he has the right to
say h e knows God, provided he is willing to keep all of God's
commandments.
Many people are not willing to do what God commands them
to, do to get into Christ. Baptism is the dividing line, between
the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of God's dear Son.
Those who say that baptism has nothing to do with salvation,
r emain in darkness and sin. They may have some knowledge of
God, but they do not know God because they have not obeyed
him. Gal. 3: 27 and Rom. 6:3 plainly tell us that baptism puts
us into Christ and into his death. Baptism also saves one from
hi~ past sins and puts him into the Lord's church ( 1 Peter 3:
21, 1 Cor. 12: 13). There is no other way for ·a sinner to be saved
from his past sins. Anyone who contends otherwise does not
know God. "Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even we also should walk in newness of
life" (Rom. 6: 4) . Paul plainly says that baptism is a burial.
This is too plain to be misunderstood. When men practice sprink·
ling "and pouring for· baptism, they do not practice it because it
is taught in the !Bible. Such practices are based upon the teach·
ings of men and shall be rooted up (Matt. 15: 13). After a man
has been buried with his Lord in baptism he is raised to walk
in newness of life. His walking in newness of 'l ife is the real
evidence that he knows God. He now has a new motive, a new
purpose in life and a new hope. His first consideration is to
please God because he loves him. He manifests his love for Je·
hovah .by keeping his commandments. He can say with full as-
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surance that he knows God, because he loves God and keeps
his commandments. God is his helper and friend and some day
this man shall see the Lord. "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that when he shall appear we shall be like him ; for
we shall see him as he is. And every man· that hath this hope
in him, purifieth himself even as he is pure" (1 John 3:1-3).

Rome's "Apostolic Succession" Claim
(May Protestant Action) - Suppose for argument's sake there
was a beginning to Apostolic succession, let us examine facts of
history in Europe's whole background. To every honest history
student these facts are well known.
Cyprian was consecrated a bishop immediately after his baptism and conversion from paganism. Was he a wise choice?
A laic named Eucherius became bishop of Lyons.
John IX as a layman was made Pope. What kind of Apostolic
succession could he transmit?
The Roman church cannot even venture a guess here!
In 1308, Clement V gave his doctor, a layman, the archbishopric of Metz because the latter worked, a cure of the Pope's
person. How can one without valid ep-iscopal orders transmit
valid orders?
What happens then to the Roman Catholic church's blessed
Apostolic succession?
From the deposition of Leo V in 905 to election of Leo VII
in 936, there was not a Roman Catholic canonically ordained
cleric-not a Roman Catholic cleric who had canonical right
to his bene:Dice. The reason is that during this 33-year period
there was not a lawful Pope! Christophorsis, Sergius III,
John X, John XI-all were unlawful popes who obtained the
papacy through force or simony. "These Popes," Platina says,
"thought of nothing save how to blot out the name and dignity
of their predecessors."
Since these were unlawful Popes, they had no right to the
chair of the papacy: they consecrated priests invalidly.
In 855 was a Popess named Joan. The Roman church denies
this; but Platina, a Roman Catholic historian and librarian
of the Vatican, vvrote the history of this popess, calling her
John VIII. Thus the query: Was she a valid Roman Catholic
instrument for their Apostolic succession?
In 964, because of the wrangle between Benedict V and Leo
VIII, King Otho declared he would thereafter appoint the pope,
and decided for Leo VIII.
Which was the true Pope?
Did Otho cause a break in Roman Catholic Apostolic succession? If so, this break has never been repaired!
And the awkward Roman Catholic Apostolic succession was
c~ntin u ed not by a Pope but by a King (Otho)!
In 1044 four Popes claimed to be the Pope, namely, Benedict
IX, Silvester III, John XX, and Gregory VI. Which was the
'hue pope and, thus, the ·channel thru whom Apostolic succession
flowed? .
Again, from 1159 through 1182 four persons held at the
same time to be pope: Alexander III, Victor IV, Octavian and
Rolon d. Which was the legitimat~, true Pope?
Again, from 1378 to 1409 were two popes: one at Rome, the
other at Avignon; each excommunicated the other; and the
Roman church still has not settled I which was the true Pope
and the correct medium through which Apostolic succession was
to be prolonged.
Roman Catholic Apostolic succession and privileges suffered
further shipwreck at the Council of Constance ' in 1414. At
time of this Cotmcil were three rival popes: Gregory XII, John
XXIII and Benedict XIII. The Council of Constance declared
all three illegitimate popes· and thus their consecrations of
bishops and ordination of priests and creation of cardinals
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were invalid. The Council of Constance then went on to appoint
Martin V instead of one of the three claimants. But, according to the Bull of Nicholas II, only cardinals had right to vote
for Pope. Then the election of Martin V was void! The only
ones eligible to vote for Pope were the three claimants: thus if
two voted for one, the one voted in would've been the true
Pope. But since each claimed 'to be Pope, each voted himself
in; and this, too, renders their ·procedure null and void, according to the Bull of Nicholas II, later enlarged and confirmed
by Alexander III in the third Lateran Council in 1179.
Thus a breach has been caused which has n ~ver been fixed,
and thus the Roman Catholic claim of apostolicity and heirship
to St. Peter is idle and absurd!
'

You Can Help!
Leslie Rickerson
This is an unusual request but it is urgent and it will work!
And it is in the proper Christian Spirit. We need your help
and it won't cause you any hardship to render the help. Permit me to begin at the beginning and lead up to what I am talking about. In 1951, with my family, I moved to Thermopolis,
Wyoming to work with the congregation here. There were
some 20 odd members at that time; coming from ~ radius of
50 miles for worship. About half of these came from Worland,
Wyoming, a city 33 miles to the north of Thermopolis. We
began a mid-week service in Worland at the time, looking forward to th&l estab'Iishment of a congregation in that city. In
April of this yeai· we did begin a congregation in Worland. A
two-week gospel meeting was held, with Bro. H. L. Matheny;
Bro. Audie Moore; Bro. Stanley Shipp and myself doing the
preaching and personal work. The meeting resulted in five
baptisms, the starting of the congregation in Worland and
the need for a building in which the church could meet. Worland, Wyoming is a city of approximately 5,000 people, and is
about the most progressive and fastest growing city in Wyoming. It is a prosperous city. The church would grow with
the city if given a chance. We have had a daily radio program over the Worland station all this year and as a result
we h(tve made many good contacts and created much interest
in the church there. BUT, there is nothing in the way of a
church building there, and many folks think of the church as
being another "fanatical sect" holding to peculiar ideas and
. in time will fade into oblivion. Many others think of us as
being one of the "holinist sects" and are reluctant to enter the
rented hall where the church meets. A building would go far
in showing that we are here to stay and would be an ° ducement to many to enter and hear what we teach.
Now, we here are all aware of the fact that most of the
larger congregations are doing just about all they can <j.o in
the way of mission work. And ·we are not of the frame of
mind where we think anyone should stop · everything else and
help us. In fact, we feel that the spreading of the Gospel in
this area is our responsibility and we don't want anyone
else to assume our responsibility. BUT, we do need help.
And here is the way you can help and not "renege" on your
commitments elsewhere. Everybddy who reads this article can
send the ptice of one brick! The price of a brick is a fraction over five cents ($.05); everybody can send a nickel. I
might mention you aren't confined to the price of one brick.
A dollar bill will buy 15 plus bricks; ten dollars would buy
near 200 bricks, but the point is you can send the price of
one brick. Beloved, anyone who has traveled Wyoming on vacation knows of the aesolate condition of the church in this
state. There is not a decent first-class building in this state;
in many cities there isn't anything. We are few in number,
there are about 20 members in Worland, we are stliving to
spread the gospel with what we have; it is a struggle. You
who read this, first sit down and send that brick, then tell
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others of it and ask them to send ·one or more; you elders will
you please consider this plea and help; you preachers, give us
a boost in this plea.
I am not one given to "hair-brained" ideas. You can inquire concerning me of the elders of the church in Grand Prairie,
Texas; Baird, Texas and of the school officials of A. C. C.
This plan will work, we need a building in Worland, Wyoming;
we need a "brick for Christ" in Wyoming. Send your help tO>
Leslie Rickerson, Box 424; Thermopolis, Wyoming; or to Mr.
Fon Lasater, cj o church of Christ, Worland, Wyoming; or to
Mr. Gus August, 1214 Robertson Street, Worland, Wyoming.
All donations will be recognized. We will build the building
if you will supply the brick! How about it brethren? We need
a building in Worland.
It is my 'intention to move to Worland to work with the
group there as we have been unable thus far to interest anyone about moving there, and I thought perhaps it would be
easier to induce a preacher to come to Thermopolis. Thermopolis
has a place for the preacher to live and pays a salary of $60.00
per week; therefore a person would only need a little help
from other soUl·ces here in Thermopolis. By the end of this
year Thermopolis will probably be able to fully support a
preacher and his family. But in Worland we start from
"scratch." I want to move there and do what I can t~ permanently establish the cause of Christ in that ·city. I already
have ~orne help from Grand Prairie and can take that help
with me, therefore, it would be easier for me to go to Worland
than for someone else who has no support. But the main
thing we need is a place to meet. We are not taking any one .
to interpret their present commitments in order to help by
giving the thousands of dollars it would take to build a building in Worland. But evecy individual Christian can send at
least enough to buy one brick. Others can send more. And
in this manner we. can soon have a building in Worland.
WON'T YOU HELP?

Books That Should Be in Every Home
Commentary on John by C. E. W. Dorris-----------Commentary on First Thessalonians to Philemon
by J. W. Shepherd ------------------------The Biblp, Book by Boo.k , by J. B. Tidwell, giying Analyses, Outlines and Notes on every book or the
Bible. -------------------------------------
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Value Of The Didache
A: D. Wilkinson
Perhaps every ancient document has some sort of valu~ from
one point of view or another. That value, however, is not always of positive nature, as it relates to the subject matter of
its contents. The Didache, being a religious document, its
value, if any, would naturally be supposed to be of a positive
nature in strengthening and supporting religious conduct consistent w~th the standard of such conduct, which, of course,
is the New Testament. This, however, cannot correctly be stated
-of the Didache, if the simple teaching of the New Testament
is to be taken at face value, which I believe to be the proper
;attitude to take of such teaching.
·T he date of the Didache is variously assigned from the mid·dle of the Second Century to the early part of the Fourth. All
of the different scholars propose to use the same method of
reckoning in their various .assignments, which is the external
and internal evidence of the document. They all refer to parallel
or similar statements to be found in such writings as: "The
Apostolic Constitution," "Apostolic Church Order," "Egyptian
Church Order," "Epistles of Barnabas," "Clement of Rome,"
"Cyprian," and many others.
·
Dr. Bigg, in the introduction to his translation of the Didache,
assigns the date to the early part of the Fourth Century, and
cites as proof certain passages which would not be in harmony
with customs and circumstances of earlier dates. To these
passages, and some others, wi would also like to call attention in an endeavor to ascertain the value of the Didache as a
religious criterion.
In the first place, the presumptuous air assumed by the
author of the Didache is sufficient, if there was nothing else,
to question the authenticity of the book. The prerogative to
command, ("Thou shalt, and Thou shalt not,"), belong to God,
and is voiced only by those authorized by him to speak. Even
all inspired men spake only as the Spirit gave them utterance
in matters of religion.
The Didache begins with an exposition concerning "The Two
Ways," supposed by some to be the subject of a tract written
at an earlier date than the Didache itself. After stating the
fact that there a~e two ways- one of life and one of deaththe author proceeds to outline the way of life by quoting from
the Ten Commandments, by saying, "Firstly, Thou shalt love GQd,
who made thee; Secondly, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself." Then he quotes the Golden ·Rule, negatively, by saying: "Whatsoever thou wouldst not have done to thyself, do
not thou either to another." In Chapter I, verse three, he
assays to explain the teaching of these words by quoting from
the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5, as follows : "Bless them
which curse you, and pray for your enemies." Here he interpolates: ".F ast fo~ them which persecute you." If this injunction is to be found upon the pages of inspiration, I frankly
admit I have never been able to find it, and certainly I have
never seen or heard of its being obeyed by anyone, nor have
I ever heard from the pulpit, or any other source, any adm~ni
tion to keep it. Therefore, it is, in my judgment at least, one
of the many instances which points to a spurious hand in the
.author&hip of the Didache.
The first chapter of the book closes with · an admonition on
giving, some of which is founded upon Scripture find some is
not. For instance, the last verse reads as follows: "But about
t his it hath also been said: Let thine alms sweat into thy han'd,
until thou kRowest to whom thou art to give." The source of
this quotation, if it be a quotation, seems to be unknown. However, the phrase is said to have been used by writers of the
1iift1l century. Vve know that we are admonished by Paul to
work with our hands, the thing that is good, that we may have·
1t0 ;give to him that needeth. But, the lesson in this is, as I

Tuesday, October 13, 1953

see it, be sure to give to the needy without that "Holier than
thou" attitude as to the worthiness of him who is to be .t he
receiver. We know that the quotation does not come from the
Bible, and as a rule of .Christian conduct, it is foreign to any
sentiment expressed therein.
The second division, as the author calls it, of the doctrine
of the way of life is contained in Chapters 2, 3 and 4. Some
of this, like the rest of the book, is based upon the Bible, and
some is not. But it would require too much space to call attention to all of it, so let us pass to the 7th Chapter and see what
the author of the Didache has to say concerning baptism.
This 7th Chapter reads as follows: "And concerning baptism,
baptize ye thus, having declared · all these things, baptize into
the name of the Father, and of · the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
·i n living water. · But if thou have not living water, baptize
into other water; and, if thou canst not in cold, in warm.
But if thou have neither, pou f water thrice upon the head
into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. And before
the baptism let the baptizer and him that is baptized fast for
one or two days before." Now we have it. Dr. Bigg uses this
passage to confirm his claim of the fourth century as to the
date of the Did ache. Dr. Maclean, in his revised . notes concerning this passage, says: "This passage could prove that the
Didache was written later than thE) writings of Cyprian."
Him we know to be one of the most ardent supporters of
infant baptism of early history. We aan be reasonably certain
that the substitution of sprinkling and pouring for baptism
has become liberally tolerated at the time of this writing. There
is one thing we are absolutely certain of, and that is that this
teaching concerning baptism is not even remotely suggested in
the New Testament, and that fact constitutes positive proof
that the Didache belongs to the spurious writings of early
history, and cannot be relied upon in any instance, not verified
from some other source for its religious doctrine. The idea
of sprinkling and pouring for baptism is simply a substitution
for baptism, and is not baptism in any sense whatsoever. 'fhere
is no such thing as a "mode" of baptism; it is either baptism,
or a substitute, and a substitute, in this instance, is worth
less than nothing.
With the above fact in mind, let us turn to the 9th Chapter·
and see what we find in this ancient document concerning the
Lord's Supper. We read: "And as regards the eucharist, give
thanks in this manner: First for the cup. We thank thee our
Father for the holy vine of David, thy servant which thou
didst make known to us through Jesus, thy servant. Glory be
to thee forever. As this bread that is broken was scattered
upon the mountains, and gathered together, and became one,
so let thy church be gathered together from the ends of the
earth into thy kingdom; for thine is the glory and the power
through Jesus Christ forever. And let none eat nor drink of
your eucharist, but that they are baptized into the name of
the Lord; for l!s touching this, the Lord hath said: "Give not
that which is holy to the dogs." Then the first verse of the
lOth Chapter says: "And after ye are filled, give thanks thus, .
etc." Here we have the author of the Didache advocating
"closing communion" and the observance of the Lord's Supper
after a manner which Paul calls heresy in the 11th Chapter of
First Corinthians. He also reverses .the order in which the
emblems are to be taken, as he says, "First the cup.'" Therefore, in the matter of observing the Lord's Supper, if we are
to be scriptural, I am sure we cannot follow the instructions
we find in the Didache. It therefore necessarily follows that
this document,' regardless of its ajle, cannot be accepted as a
guide f or Christian worship. While I am aware that it is
claimed by some that the above passage refers to the "agape,"
and not to the Lord's Supper, but while I regard the Didache
as a: spurio-us document, I am willing to give ·its author credit
for knowi ng what he wanted to say, and saying what he meant
to say, and the "Eucharist"' always refers to the .Lord's Supper.
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Turning now to the 14th chapter, we find a statement quoted
by many, even by well-info1med members of the church of
Christ, · to support the practice of calling the first day of the
week "The Lord's Day." Tl~e statement reads: "And on the
Lord's day of the Lord come together and break bread and
give thanks, having first confessed your transgressions, that
our sacrifice may be pure. But whoso hath a disp~te with his
fellow, let him not come together with you, until they be reconciled, that our sacrifice be not polluted. ;For this is that
which was spoken by the Lord: "In every place and time
offer me a pure sacrifice; for I am a great king, sayeth the
Lord, and my name is wonderful among the Gentiles.;' This,
in all probability, is the first record to be found where the
first day of the week is referred to as the "Lord's Day,"' and
that in a manner which shows that . the author himself is not
very familiar with the expression. Notice what he says: "And
upon the Lord's day of the Lo~·d come together, etc." Eusebius
says: "This phrase in the Didache shows that it was not a well
establishBd name." Since no inspired writer of the Bible ever
calls the first day of the week "The Lord's Day," and no reliable
early church writings pretend to do so with authority, it is
difficult to see how a member of the church of Christ, above
all others, will presume to do so and regard it as a day any
more sacred than any other d_a y ·of the week. It is quite certain that the first record we have of any form of sanctity being
placed upon the day was in the edict of Constantine, issued
upon the 7th day of March, in the year 321, and reads as follows:
"On the venerable day of the sun, let th~ magistrates and
people residing in the cities rest, and let all work-shops be
closed. In the eountry, however, persons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully continue their p)lrsuits because
it often happens that another day is not so suitable for grain
sowing or for vine planting, lest, by neglecting the proper
moment for such operations, the bounty of heaven should be
lost. (Given the 'ith day of March, Crispus and Constantine
being consuls, each of them for the second time) ." As has
been stated by eminent scholars of early church hlstory, this
legislation of Constantine bore no relation to Christianity whatever. But, to the contrary, it seems to have been ari act of
diplomacy, favoring the pagan element of the Roman Empire.
However, since Chris~ians performed their worship upon the
first day of the week, according to divine pattern, it is easy
to see how the church could adopt a doctrine instituted by men
of great influence a!;l Constantine. So it was, by the time the
Didache was written, the first day of the week was beginning
to be known as the Lord'~ day and what began as a pagan ordinance gradually became a Christian regulation and, today, in
. spite of the fact there is not one word of divine authority for
it, it is one of the strongest sentiments in the religious world,
even in the church of Christ. Thus we find the Didache, as a
religious criterion, to be worth just about as much as the
creeds, discipline, manuals and other church documents of the
denominations of today, or of Joe Smith's Book of Mormon:
In conclusion, since there are so many people who refer to
the "Teachings of the Apostolic Fathers," in support of certain ideas, let me say that the Didache is one of the source" from
which this teaching is supposed to come.

a right religion but had deceived themselves into following it in
a wrong way. They said and did not.
Jealousy and indifference puts out the eyes of its victims.
The number of Christians who are self-deceived produces more
amazement than the world's seven wonders.
"Let a man examine himself . . . For if we would judge
ourselves, \Ve would not be judged" ( 1 Cor. 11 :28-31). All examinations have a failing point. If one falls below that point
he fails. Ch1·ist says, "Except your righteousness shall exceed
the righteousnes~ of the sc1ibes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
wise enter the kingdom of heaven." Man can read according
to the seventh chapter of M'atthew that many wonderful
things can be done by- those who have never been accepted by
Christ. There are many ways for _a preacher or congregation
to be deceived. The one way that we want to call attention is
to think that religion can be pure and scriptural when nothing
is done for the fatherless. Have you deceived yourself as to
what James 1:27 teaches?

The Work At Saskatoon, Canada
Frank Reeder
During August, I visited the church in Saskatoon, Sas.K.,
Canada. I · spoke at the Wednesday night service, August 19,
to a larger audience than I had expected. Two were baptized
that night. One, however, was a lady who had been baptized
before, but was in doubt as to the validity of her previous
baptism. The church there is growing. They are working.
Alvin Jennings is preaching for them, and he is working hard.
The meeting house is finished on the outside only. They
owed more than five thousand dollars on it and the note is
due about the first of October. They had something over sixteen hundred to pay on it. I believe that that would be a
good place for some who want to do mission work to send
some money. The address• is: Church of Christ, Box 1023,
Saskatoon; Sask., ' Canada. If each one who reads this and is
acquainted with Alvin Jennings or the work there, would send
one dollar (or much mbre if you prefer and have it to send)
it will help considerably.
On August 12th I spoke at the Wednesday night services
of the church at Comanche, Texas, to a much larger audience
than anticipated. I worshipped with the church there for several years. It was good to be back with the brethren there.
Brother Manchester preaches for them and the church is growing.
Sta. A.C.C., Box 605, Abilene, Texas.
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Self-Deceived
Name
George Hickey
The rich man thought that he was better than Lazarus. Ahab
called Elijah the "trouble maker." Saul thought that he should
persecute the church of God. The church at Laodicia deceived
themselves. So!omon led Israel to ruin by being self-deceived.
Pilate thought he was trying Christ,_ but Christ was really
trying Pilate. The Scribes and Pharisees were the self-deceived
religious teachers of the fi rst century. They were followers of
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"By Their Fruits Ye Shall Know Them"
J. Emmett Wainw ·ight
An international scandal concerhing Ingrid Bergman has attracted the attention of preachers, priests, press reporters and
l!ihe public. In their efforts to whitewash an unsightly situa-tion, some writers have misrepresented the true meaning of our
:Lord's statements regarding the woman taken in adultery
«:John 8:1-11).
.Jfesus said: "He that is without sin among you, let him first
us~ a stone at her." The accusers tried to compel our Savior
to function as a judge according to the Law of Moses. Upon
one- occasion the Lord declared that he did not come to earth
to serve in the capacity of a judge (Luke 12:14). According to
· the 'law, 11owever, the accused was considered innocent until
proved guilty by the testimony of two or more witnesses. But
none testified as a witness; therefore, none qualified to cast
the fi rst stone. In the light of the law-no decision of guilt or
condemnation!
· The Chri;;t did not exonerate the guilty woman because of
the sinfulness of her accusers. He said: "Neither do I condemn
thee: go thy way: from henceforth sin no more." Jesus was
the only one present capable of throwing a stone and he did
not do so, but he did not condone the sin for he said, "Sin no
· more." The Son of God held forth the same principle in the
parable of the "Mote and Beam." Those afflicted with a small
mote are not relieved simply because most accusers (critics)
are afflicted with "beamitis." The guilt of accusers does not
exonerate the accused; but the hypercritical beamite should remove the local hindrance in order to be better qualified, with
greater influence, when trying to rescue one from "moteitis"!
Christ can forgive and will forgive all those who turn to him
in obedient faith, but apologists for sin unrepented of should
weigh carefully the righteous judgments of the Lord who will
function as Judge in that great and awful day.
A Newspaper Editor Comments
·"Seldom, if ever, has there been a story publicized which is
as unsavory and disillusioning as that of Ingrid Bergman. The
cavo~tings of Rita H ayworth were bad enough. Spokesmen for
Miss Be1·gman have been quoted as saying her American movie
career is over. It may well be hoped that this is true. A woman·
who became the subject of admiration throughout the United
States and in many other lands, she might have felt an obligation to set a better example for millions of admirers-many
of whom undoubt~dly place disproportionate credence in the
conduct of their imaginary 'ideals.' Such obligations were not
fulfilled.
·
"It takes no .prude nor paragon of virtue to revolt at the
shocking boldness of these love birds in •flaunting · thei1; adulterous relationship and the crime of bastardy b~fore the world.
To cap it all it is now announced 1that they will seek to legalize
the nasty mess by a Roman Catholic wedding. This in itself
should offend all but the ungodly by the suggestion that the
church which frowns upon divorce, forbids adultery and abhors
bastardy, should now whi~ewash the affair and give all hands
a clean bill of moral Malth by winking at the first, accepting
the second as a fact accompli, and legitimizing the t;·.ird."
Nashville Banner, February 4, 1950.

Fall Enrollment At Harding College 816
George S. Benson
A total of 816 students have enrolled in all divisions of
Harding College. This includes 553 in the colleg€, 23 in the
graduate Bibl-e departm ent, 125 in the academy, and 115 in the
elemep.tary school.
The 30th annual opening chapel service was held in the college auditorium on September 18. Jesse P. Sevyell, L. C. Sears,
W. B. West, Kenneth Davis, R. C. Cannon, and Andy T. Ritchie

took part in the devotionaL
It was announced ,t hat S. A. Bell, Bible professor emeritus,
has ~·etired from teaching after 51 consecutive years in Christian education. Bro,ther Bell made a few remarks, stating that
34 teachers on the faculty this year and four members of the
board of t rust ees had been his students. Hundreds of preachers
and elders have sat in his · classes. The students and faculty
gave him a standing ovation.
There are 16 new teachers on the college faculty this year,
four of whom have doctor's degrees. There are eight · new
teachers in the academy. There are 77 teachers in the college
and academy.
The new American studies building is in use. The school of
American studies is designed to train young people for leadership positions in business, education, and public affairs.
With a strong, dedicated faculty and an excellent physical
plant, we believe that this will be one of ;Harding's greatest
years.

T. W. Croom To Discontinue Local Work
T. W. Croom
At the beginning ~f this year, I told the brethren here that
I would resign the work here to take effect January 1, 1954.
I am doing this that I may be able to hold meetings in small
places unable to support a man full time. When I began preaching, 46 years ago, we were preaching in these places and neglecting the cities. There were a few exceptions to this, such
as Nashville, Tennessee, but it was generally true that the
most of the preaching was being done by some devoted men
with little support and it was being done many times in isolated places in schoolhouses, brush arbors, and other places
where opportunity afforded. Now all this is changed and when
a young man gets ready to preach, he does not go out to "the
fork of the creek" or other isolated places but advertizes that,
"I want some church to call me" and of coui(se give him a
good salm;y. The churches almost always decide that this
young man can reach more people in the city, so they arrange
to give him a house, r ent free, and pay him a good salary and
send him to some small congregation in SOlne city. I am not
condemning this method but I clearly see that the places where
I began preaching are now being neglected. I am planning to
move back on my farm in Howard County, Arkansas, and devote the r zst of my days in holding meetings where I am
called, and possibly where I am not called. I will preach on
Lord's days at any place not able to have a preacher full time
within 100 miles of Nashville, Arkansas, at any time I am
not engaged in meetings. Meetings will begin July 1 and continue through the falL Any place desirous of my services in either of these ways, write me at once and arrangements will
be made. Please do not consider this an appeal for help for
it is definitely not. I think I am more able to preach the gospel now than ever before in my life and I am only offering to
help those whom I can serve.
Box 957, Lordsburg, New Mexico.
NEW TESTAMENTS AND BffiLES

Vincent's Word Studies in the New Testament, a fourvolume set. A knowledge of Greek is not required
'" explore the deepest riches of the New Testament
if the student uses this famous work by Vincent 20 .00
The Life and Times of J esus the Messiah, 2 volumes __ 6.50
Sermon Outlines. W. A. Schultz ----- --~- -1- ------ 5.00
Manual of Church History, Newman, one of the most
popular, 2-volume set ---------------- -- ------ 6.00
FffiM FOUNDATION Pl"BLISHING HOUSE
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The 'Bible Sayl
How Wonderful It Would Be!
There is a marvelous power in unity. Jesus prayed that all
those who would come to believe on him should "be one, as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me";
they should "all speak the satp.e things, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10).
Recently Billy Graham spoke to 25,000 persons in our football stadium at Lubbock. After our regular prayr-meeting
service I went out to hear the last of his program. The very
crowd was . indicative of the interest people have in things
religious. Of course I wished that Billy had been willing to
preach the simple gospel that Peter preached on Pentecost.
He did rebuke worldliness and certain types of sin forcefully,
He did call upon the people to believe in Jesus Christ as the
Son of God and to confe13s their faith· in him. But he stopped
there. What a wonderful thing it would have been if he had
spoken to these waiting thousands the words of Peter on Pentecost when another huge crowd listened: "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit" (Acts 2 :38). Then suppose that everyone who had not

From Prenshon Kharlukhi
Dear Brother Wallace:
We received your letter of May 1, 1953, with a check for
$30.00.
Since my arrival home on the 20th of April, I have been
very busy with preaching in the villages of this country. Thi:;:
and other domestic preoccupatiuns prevented me from wi'iting
to you much earlier.
The Christians in India thoroughly enjoyed the report I gave
them on my short visit with the churches of Christ in America.
They were thrilled to know that there are many thousands of
faithful Christians among the - great American nation. The
fact that there are numerous churches of Christ in America
without any man~made creeds has enabled us to refute effectively the denominational argument that in actual practice
man-made teachings are inevitable with the increase in the
number of local churches.
Two weeks ago I had the occasion to preach publicly in
one town 46 miles from Shi:llong. A little over two hundred
respectable men and women attended the meetings. All of them
belong to different denominations such as Presbyterians, Church
of England, Church of Gad, Unitarians. At the close of the
preaching they put very many questions and a good number
<>f them seemed to be co11vinced that we are scripturally correct in teaching and practice. While none of them has obeyed
the truth yet, we have firm hope that with further preaching
efforts some will be won for Christ. One striking example
to which these ~espectable folks have attracted our attention was
that most of them brought their Bibles with them to check
out whether we are scripturally right in what we stand for.
They enjoy.ed our visit and they wish us to visit with them
once again at our convenience.
Presbyterians of one vitlage 25 miles from Shillong invited the leaders of this church to preach and teach them the
truth. We promised to visit with them last Sunday (7th Inst.)
but unfortunately owing to bad weather we were prevented
from keeping our promise you know our hearts yearn and enjoy
an opportunity of telling others the good news, but heavy rain·

been born again of the water and of the Spirit (John 3:5) had
obeyed this command and had been baptized itno Christ. What
would those saved people be? To what ) church would they
belong? They would be simple Christians, and the Lord would
have added them to his body or church or kingdom as they were
saved (Acts 2:47).
Think what a force for righteousness they would be if· they
did not divide into different denominations with diverse creeds
and names and loyalties. · Consider the effect of such a mass
of believers whose only creed was· Christ, whose only loyalty
was to the kingdom of God.
Someone has well said: "The price of a divided Christendom
is an unbelieving world." Nothing would give more power to
the Cause of Christ' than real unity among all who believe
in him. Various federations and councils are somewhat like
the United Nations, only a· place to argue differences or to
agree to disagree. The unity Christ prayed for is like that
which exists between the Father and the Son, "perfectly joined
together."
You and I do not have to wait for everyone else to agree
before we can work for the unity Christ prayed for. We can
insist on being simply Christians, nothing more and nothing
less. We can resolutely refuse any religious loyalty save to
Jesus Christ. We can accept no creed but Christ, no rule of
faith but the Bible. We can work to urge all believers in Christ
to do likewise.
fall inundated hill rivers and made it physically impossible to
cross these roaring rivers to bring hope · and solace to the salvation-hungry souls. Howev~r we intend to visit that place
at an early opportunity.
One small congregation which for the last three years
identified with the digressive church, has now decided to be
restored and united with the faithful churches of Christ. They
have invited the leaders of the Mawlai church to visit with
them next Sunday to preach the simple Bible teachings _to
their village folks.
I remember with delight the rare privilege of meeting hundreds of beloved Christians in America. It will not be possible
for me to write to them individually. I wish to express my heartfelt gratefulness and deep appreciation to them for their hospitality and friendliness toward me while I was in· America.
Perhaps you have already known that the Government of
India has turned down the visa application of Brother Rodney
W ald to come to India. The Christians over here were grieved
that this should be so, but we were helpless in the matter.
The church at Mawlai, Shillong has one pressing need for
a modest church meeting house. This church has done fine
missionary work and benevolent service toward the extremely
poor . members of the church within its slender financial resources. To purchase a lot and Build a meeting house is beyond
the church resources. There is one one-third acre lot centrally
located for sale at a price of $2,000 in cash. There is an old
'building on this lot, that ·may serve as a temporary meeting house. To build a modest meeting house to . seat 300 people
will cost at least another $3,000. Will the churches of Christ
in the States who are interested in the work of the church in
India come to help raise necessary building funds? Brethren,
we don't ask you for regular monthly help. We are compelled
to beg from you because a meeting house is so necessary in
this land of heavy rainfall and yet it is beyond the means of
the church. Your help will mean a closer bond of Christian love
with the Christians in this far off India and also will enable
many sinners to hear the gospel of Christ to be _preached regularly from the meeting house to be built with your· monetary
help. One Christian widow has donated $2.00 for the purpose.
Will you not do the same?
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LOCAL CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
There can be no surer road to ecclesiastical anarchy
than carelessness, indifference ar neglect in regard to
the membership of the local congregations. Some have
become critical. They seem to suppo,se that the members of the body of Christ belong to every local congregation in the land. With this view of things there
would be no such function as that of the eldership,
for the work of the elders would be scattered everywhere. The elders and deacons in any congregation
have their authority circumscribed by the limits · of
the membership of tpe local congregation to which
they belong. And this membership, it is manifest, may
be increased by accretions from other congregations,
or diminished by death, removal, etc. Alexander Campbell has well spoken along this line:
"Members should be publicly received into all societies. They are so in the state. It is a matter of record. When a person is regenerated, and desires to be
enrolled among the disciples meeting in any one place,
~f his confession to salvation or immersion has not
been publicly known to all the brethren, reason says
those who have been privy to the fact, who -can attest his confession, ought to introduce him to the congregation, and he ought to be saluted or received as
such by - the brethren with whom he unites. This
the slightest attention to propriety, the reason and
nature of things, fully and satisfactorily demonstrate.
Letters of recommendation are the expedient which,
in apostolic times, was substituted for this formal introduction when a citizen of the kingdom visited any
community where he was unknown personally to the
brethren.
"A person cannot be under the oversight or under
the discipline of a congregation, unless he voluntarily
associates with the brethren meeting in that place,
and unless it be a matter of notoriety or of record
among the brethren that he is one of them. There can
be no formal exclusion if there be no formal reception. If there .be no visible and formal union, there
can be no visible -and formal separation. In truth,
there can be no discipline in any congregation, unless
it be an organized body; and no body can be organized
unless it is known who are members of it. On a matter of such plain common_-sense perception we have
seldom thought it necessary to say a word, and should
not now have noticed it at all, had we not found some
societies which cannot tell their own members, which
even hesitated about the necessity of a formal reception of any person into them, or of having it on record who belonged to them. They demand a positive
commandment or precedent for such a reception. They
might as pertinently have demanded a positive commandment for persons to be formally married before
they could be recognized as husband and wife, as to
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as.k for a positive commandment for one of the most
common dictates of reason and of thought. Indeed,
every commandment addressed to the Christian congregations on relative duties and privileges assumes
the principle that those who belong to a society are
known to each other to belong to it, else they could'
not even perform the first duty to one another-they
could not know when they were assembled-they
could not 'tarry for one another.'
"Whether there shall be a record in print, in writing, or on the memory of all the congregation, is a
question which must depend on circumstances. If all
members are blessed with infallible memories, so as
never to forget who are members, when they became
such, when anyone was received, when anyone was
rejected-I say, if every brother and sister can so
well remember these matters, as, when the discipline
of the congregation or any particular question respecting one case of discipline may arise, they can infallibly remember all about it; then, and in that case, it
is unnecessary to have any record, ch1:1rch book, secretary, or anything written or printed. But if otherwise, there must be a record; because questions involving the peace and good order of society may arise,
and have risen, which require infallible testimony, of
the most satisfactory evidence on questibns of fact,
such as, Was A Bever a member of your community?
When did he become a member of it? When was he
excluded? When was he restored? When did he forsake the assembly of the brethren? Was he a husband at the time of his removal?"

Commendatory
Fourth Street and Barton Avenue
Temple, Texas
The purpose of this letter is to acquaint the brotherhood with
the fact that Max R. Crumley has resigned the work at the
Central Church of Christ, Temple, Texas, and has accepted the
work with the church at Ranger, Texas. It is also written to
give a brief recNd of his work at Central ·a nd to show the
esteem with which he is regarded by the members of this
church.
Brother Crumley came to the Central congregation in June
of 1949 and labored diligently for a period of a little more than
four years. The results of his labors are seen in the many conversions to the truth . that have come during this time, to the
. increased attendance at all services, thQ in.terest manifested by
the congregation generally, the -increased contributions, a greatly
improved Bible school, and the love and resp ect with which he
is r egarded by the membership generally:
After repeated invitations from the church at Ranger, and
feeling that possibty another might carry on the work at Central
to an even greater degree of success, Brother Crumley of his
own will accepted the new work.
It is with a feeling of deep regret from the Central congregation that Brother Crumley leav ~s us, but we wish him and
the church at Ranger much success in the Lord's work.-In
Christian fellowship, Central Church of Christ, Elders: W. F.
Lawhorn, R. S. Stephens, Homer Reed.
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Church Of Christ, Ranger, Texas
Mesquite and South .R usk, Ranger, Texas
To the Brotherhood, Greetings.:
The congregation which meets at Rusk and Mesquite her e in
Ranger underwent some very sorrowful experiences about a
year ago. Some departed from us.
The elders invited Brother Paul C. Witt, an elder of the Four·
teenth and Vine Street Church in Abilene, to .preach for the
church here until a permanent worker could be secured. Brother
Witt began work with us last November and very greatly as·
sisted us with our problems. He is held in great respect by all.
We have seGured Brother Max R. Crumley, who is now in his
fifth year of labor with the Central Church of Christ, Temple,
Texas, to work with us. Brother Crumley began his work among
us September .1, 1953, and is in no way responsible for any con·
ditions existing prior to that time . .Brother Crumley is loved
aad respected throughout the brotherhood for his excellent min·
istry. We ask the prayers of the churches for us all as we labor
together for God's glory!-Signed: Elders, 0. G. Lanier, F. G.
Head, Aaron Bell, M. H. Bobo.

Juneau, Alaska
Boyd Field
.Brother Harvey Childress of St. Paul, Minnesota, closed a
ten-day meeting here .August 23. Brother Childress, his wife
and son planned and saved toward the trip for four years,
using their 't ime among us to build up the Lord's work in giving the meeting.
Brother Childress' interest in saving souls on "vacation"
and with an expensive trip met with response among the
members for a teamwork r esulting in five baptisms and two
acknowledgements of error.
The experience, ability and zeal of all three members of
the family strengthened this isolated · congregation in many
ways.
There is unusual steadfastness among the 37 members in attending worship, the class for new members on ~unday eve'ning at 7:00 o'clock, and the midcweek prayer meeting and
lessons surveying the New Testament. With ten new converts in
the last 18 months making their homes in Juneau, this program
is important to ground them in the truth that "by reason of
time" they may be much-needed teachers and personal workers.
One note to encourage slow-growing congregations in hard
fields: Often only one other person besides my wife and me
met for worship in the rented halls the first two years of the
church in June~u. The building put in a new part of town gave
us a Sunday school attendance and permanency in the eyes
of the community. The number of converts has increased every
year as we strive to maintain unity in the bond of peace and
a real care for unsaved friends.

From The Nation's Capital
A. R. Holton
My second week in Washington gave me a very interesting
experience with our State Department. In company with Billy
Hood and Sam Durrance, ministers in this area, I had the
privilege of having a conference with Mr. William Knight at
the Italian desk in the State Department. The occasion of the
conference was the arrival from Italy of Mr. Giacomo Rossapeppe, an Italian lawyer representing Cline Paden and others
of the churches of Christ in Italy. The Italian . government had
proposed taxation of our church property at a rate which
meant the confiscation of our property there. Mr. Rossapeppe
presented the legal side of the matter to our State Depart-

ment. We were delighted when a plan was worked out whereby we think a stay in the tax plan can be had arid that there
will be a definite and concentrated effort made to get recognition fo~· the churches of ·Christ in Italy. It seems that the
Italian government does not refuse us recognition but they
simply ignore it and do nothing about it. We received gTeat
encouragement that every effort will be made to get recognition.
It was interesting to note the ease with which our State
Department officials could talk in Italian with Mr. Rossapeppe,
and then talk with us in just as fluent English. Mr. Rossapeppe
is a brilliant lawyer and was in attendance .a t the services of
the 16th Street Church of Christ on September 133. He also
had lunch with us in · the fellowship room of the church after
the service. His English is rather broken but he made it clear
even in broken English that he was glad to be with us. I think
this is but one sample of the opportunity one gets in living
in Washington. Washington is really the capital of the world.
I think that Paul would have .been delighted to be in Washington as he was delighted to be at the crossroads of the world in
his day.
The conferenc~ referred to above was at the insistence of the
church of Christ in Brownfield, Texas. This good church has
the responsibility for the work in Italy.

Recorded Prayers
George Hickey
Recorded hymns, preaching and prayer are given to glorify
God as well as to teach and lead the radio audience. The time
element has some sincere brethren disturbed. There is a period
of time between the confession and the baptism . How long can
this period be and yet be scriptural? This depends upon the
motive of the confessed believer. There is a time element in
paying the preacher. A "hobbyist" may say we don't pay the
preacher a stipulated amount, we just make him a gift after
the sermon. Somebody must decide how much to give him.
Is it just as scriptural to decide a week before as it is a second before the transaction?
The recorded prayers of the Bible are not thought to be
useless. When a brother is selected to lead the congregation
in prayer there is a time element between the time he utters
words and these find lodging in other hearts. How long or
short must this time element be in order to be scriptural?
When a prayer is recorded, if the twice born radio listener can
wholeheartedly accept it, then why won't God accept the prayer
from tbe individual? God will accept it if it is offered in
accord with. truth and offered with the right m·otive (James
5:16).
The writer never realized that he possessed a "Chinese prayer
wheel" until it was recently named. Here is what my wheel
has written upon it...:_"Almighty God have merc;y upon me a
sinner, allow me to correctly interpret thy word and apply it
to my life. In Christ's name." May th~ God of mercy keep
me from sowing discord among brethren. Dear editors, he that
is weak in the faith receive ye "but not to doubtful disputing." May God continue to shed his mercy to all but especially
to the household of faith. "All truth is eternal." It must be
recorded.
BOOKS THAT SHOULD BE IN EVERY HOME
Commentary on Romans by Moses E. Lard ---------Campbell-Owen Debate on Infidelity --------------Campbell-Purcell Debate on Catholicism -----------Why I Left, Thomas L. Campbell ------------------ ·
History of the Christian Church, Geo . Parker Fisher

3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
5.00
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Ralpl• R. Givens, 555-12th Street, Yuma,
Arizona, Septemoer 28: During the past thre~
weeks three have been baptized, one restore d, and s ix identifi ed.

F. A. Bniley, Girard, T exas, October 1:
Hatton B. Gist, 636 Steves, San Antonio,
Last Lord's day we had a n increase in our T exas : One lady b a ptiz ed the lOth. Hous e
attendance and a very good Interest was about filled on Sunday mornings. You will
s hown . One confessed wrongs at the morn- find welcome at Highland Hills church, 303
in g worship.
Burkedaie:

Howard D. Parker, 7910 Rugby Avenue,
Birmingham, Alabama, September 29: All
indications point to an enjoyable and we
trust, profitable work with the 77th Street
congregati'on here. One was baptized and
one placed m embersh ip yesterday.

Ira Lee Sanders, 833 2 Bonner Dr., Houston
7, Texas, September 14: For the last two
111onths I have be en laid up at home with
a broken hip and it will be some time yet
before I will be able to get baclt in the work
of the Lord. I am asking for th e prayers
of the brethren.

Luth"r Savage, Ft. Worth, Texas, September 30: Sunday was another fine day
her e. Attendance and contributions were
hi g h and three were baptized. Th e man that
was baptized was about forty years of age.
The two wo m en were about thirty-five years
of age and had been Baptists.

c. '"'· Seott, 301 N. W. 52nd Street, Miami,
Florida, September 28: Three were recently
baptized at 7th Av enue (a Methodist, Baptist and a Catholic), four others placing
membership and one confession of sin. Visitors to Miami will find active and growing
ch urches of Christ.

Levoy Bivens, Box 734 , Gasden, Alabama,
Septemb er 18: Four baptisms last week.
Much interest is being shown in all phases
of our work. Approximately one-third of
our audience last Sunday were visitors. A
full-scale effort is being put forth to completely evangeliz e our city.

University Drive Church of Christ, PorBill Thom}>son, Lufkin, T exas, September
tal es, New Mexico: We have just closed a 28: One man was baptized last Lord's day.
m ee ting, Brother Albert Sweet of Oklahoma Th ere were 208 in Wednesday evening BiCity doing the preaching. We have another ble classes. The n ew cqngregation will meet
me e ting scheduled for next month with in its building on Union Road next Sunday.
Brother Bob Ware doing the preaching. We Fourth and Groesbeck has baclted this work
baptized a young teacher last night.
in every way.

Austin Tnylor writes: Brother Bill Thompson has just been with the church In Uvalde In a meeting. Brother Thompson preaches with great power. If the church would
make adequate arrangements to bring l arge
crowds together, then call in Brother
Thompson to preach the gospel to them,
thousands of people could be reached while
he might, otherwise, preach to only a few
hundred. Such men should be out on the
front line continually.

Thomas B. Warren, 5000 Doyle, Ft. >Vorth,
Texas, S eptember 15: My scheduled debate
with Isaac Nixon, Baptist, has been can celled due to Mr. Nixon's ill health.
He
was to affirm that the Baptist church was
the only scriptural church, I the same for
the church of Christ. It was arranged as
a direct result of the tract; To Our Baptist
Friends, by A. G. Hobbs, Jr. and was to
have been held in the building of the Handley congregation here in Ft. Worth .

Robert D. Bankes, 810 Houston Street, Kilgore, Texas, September 29: The meeting at
Vidor, Texas, in which I did the preaching
closed last week with two baptisms. Brother
J. T. Stone is doing a good work with . the
church as local minister and was a splendid
co - worker in the meeting. The elders Invited
me to return in 1954. In the, last two weeks
there have been three responses here at
Houston and Broadway. One was baptized
and two placed membership.

Vestal Chaffin, Box 84, Bruceton, Tennessee, September 30: During the summer I
have conducted meetings at the following
plac es: Moss, Tennessee, two were baptized
and one restored. At Corinth, in DeKalb
County Tennessee, with no additions.
At
Trousdale, in Warren County, Tennessee, one
was baptized: At Hestand, Kentucky, nine
were baptized and five were restored. At
Northcutts Cove, in Grundy County, Tennessee , one was baptized. At Unity, in Warren County, Tenness ee, three were baptized.
James W ells conducted~a meeting here August 31 through September 9; one re s tored.

Doyle Cnn»on, San Antonio, Texas, September 21: Here at Government Hill yes terday we had four to ·res pond to the invitation: one restored and thr ee baptized. One
of these men had been a Methodist, another
a Baptist, and the other nothing. This is
in addition to the two responses the Wednesday before and the sixteen Sunday before that. The worl;: here grows in interest
and is gratifying to us all. I have room for
one more mee ting in December. Those interested please contact me at Government
Hill Church of Christ, 10•16 Mason, San An tonio, Texas.

Jam<'s J\1. Tolle, 768 Alexander Street, San
Fernando, California, September 30: Other
J. Long, one of th e eld ers of the Alexander
Stree t church, is now devoting his full time
to the pastoral work of this congregation.
The brethren have zealousiy and liberally
rallied to his support. His worlt is not meant
in any way to supplant the responsibilities
and obligations of the other eld ers but rather to expand the influ ence for good being
accomplished by the Alexander Street church.
Brother Long is an Intelligent, efficient, and
faithful servant of the Lord, and I confident that his labors will continually bear
fruit to the' glory of God and the progress
of the church in San Fernando.

Will Sinter, Fort Worth 11, Texas, Sep tember 20: The singing school with the "C"
Street church in Stockton, California, was
well attended and much interest manifes ted.
I was to have conducted a meeting, but
they decided a singing school was needed,'
a nd too, members from other congregations expressed a desire for same.
Fin e
co-operation and brotherly love was manifested. Brother, T. A. Davis Is minister for
the "C" Street church, and Is doing a great
work. My next worlt will be in Colcord,
Oklahoma. Any congregation within driving
distance of Fort Worth that n eeds a preacher this winter, I'll be glad to serve you.

Fre•l w. ~lcCln»g, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, s ·eptember 22: I started my work with
the 12th and Drexel Streets church in Oklahoma City with a gospel meeting which
c lo sed Sunday night, September 2(}.
One
was restored and three were baptized Into
Christ. We had very good attendance and
interes t. I will preach in a meeting at
Overland, Missouri, October 4th through the
14th. I will also be in a meeting at Corpus
Christi, Texas, from October 27 through November 5. Everyone pl ease take notice of
my change in address. Write me in care of
the church at 12th and Drexel, Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma.

D. D. Woody, Baton Rouge 9, Louisiana,
September 30: Last Sunday was one of th e
most encouraging days that we have had
since I began my work here, mor e than a
year ago . Our house was well filled. Two
Identified themselves with the congregation
at the morning service; and a lady was baptized at the evening service, and was united
with her husband in the Lord. Thirty-seven
men and wom e n are enrolled in the universlty here, who are either members of the
church of Christ or name that as their
preference.
Some have already affiliated
themselves with us. A few of the thirtyseven are from foreign countries. The cause
is prospering.

James F. Fowler, 403 Church Street, ColStation, Texas, S eptember 21: Th e Coll ege Station church is experiencin g orie of
the best beginnings of a new school year.
Nearly sixty new student members have
been a·dded to our force s since T exas A&M
College opened its doors for the fall semaster. Many old students have returned
and already our enlarged building is well
filled except for the balcony. We anticipate
using th e balcony next Sunday since th e
A&M football t eam will be playing in Coll ege Station on Saturday night. Our Bible
school has grown considerably in the past
few months and we are now having the
probl em
of finding adequate classroom
space.
l ~ge

Reglnnld Benver, Delta, Colorado, September 30: The church at Gunnison, Colo., Is
meeting each Lord's day in the Odd Fellows
Hall.
A gospel meeti ng is scheduled at
Gunnison Nov. 24-29 with Duward Lee and
myself doing the personal work and preaching. I would appreciate the names and addresses of anyone around Gunnison who is
a member or might be interes t e d in th e
church. At this time I am engaged in a
gospel meeting at Alamoso, Colo.
If a
preacher could come to Gunn ison and have
o'utside support, the cause would grow more.
Letmartl C. Wag·goJ>er, 306 West Pecan St.,
Olney, Texas, September 29: We have resigned the work h ere, and will move on
October 12th to b egi n wor-k with the Broadway church in Houston. Texas. During th e
past year h ere there have been 80 responses
'to the invitation, including '19 baptisms, 46
res torations, and 15 to place membership.
This has .been, I believe, the most profitable
and fruitful work of my career since most
of these responses have been heads of families and adult women uniting Chl:-istian
homes for the first time in as high as 35
years. I have time for one protracted meetlng in 1954. My new address is 7606 Linden Street, Houston 8, Texas. No preacher
for Olney has yet been selected.
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Hugh Boysdton, 1209 So. Texas Avenue,
Odessa, Texas, September 14: Th ere were
178 at the mid-week services last Wednesday. There have been four more restored
last week.
Contributions yesterday were
$312.00.

On September 27, 1953, at Georgetown,
Texas, our colored brethren held a special
meeting, all day preaching and dinner_ on
the ground, a full program, to arrange for
a new building at Taylor, Texas. A fine
interest with a liberal offering are reported.

J. BoY<l Taylor, 1506 N. 9th Street, Wich ita Falls, Texas, October 1: W . B. Barton of
ClarksYille, Tex.as, closed a good m ee ting
with the Lincoln Street church last night.
Four were baptized. A number of sectarians
heard the gospel preached. In September, we
set two new records for Bible study attendance.

LoY<l L. S1nith, Lawton, Ol,lahoma, September 30: Last Sunday night, Brother Foster Ramsey of Tipton, Oltlahoma, closed a
good meeting with us. Three were baptized
and one confessed wrongs . His preaching
was the kind that shows the difference between right and wrong. He helped us much.
He has been asked to return next year.

n:

William
Kughn, 506 Cotton Avenue, Caruthersville, Missouri: I closed a meeting
with the church of Christ in Donie, Texas.
The brethren there are few in number but
zealous in the work of the Lord. It is a
small community and the people are prejudiced toward the claurch. May God bless the
Christians who are· few in number at Donie
and give them strength to 'endure.

Noel Grisham, Hutto, Texas, September
20: I completed eight years at Odell as
minister of the church there and superintendent of the schools.
July 1, I began
work in Hutto as superintendent of schools
and shall assist the church where and when
1 can be of best service. I have thus far
preached at Taylor and Round Rock in the
absence of their ministers.

A. E. 'Vickhnm, Coshocton, Ohio, Septem-

ber 14: Two good meetings at the East Main
Street Church 'of Christ here yesterday. Several away on vacations. Readers, keep in
mind we still have "Bombs in the Camps of
Russ e llites, a nd Jehovah's Witnesses" and
"Christ's Will and Its Contestants." Former
ten cents and latter, twenty-five cents.
Cheaper in lots.

Clarence A. Price, Route 9, Wato, Texas,
September 29: Our crowds are growing here
at the Lakeview ch urch. We had room for
on ly 15 more at the morning service last
Lord's day. Two were restored and placed
membership at the morning serv ice. I have
time for a meeting or two next year. Call
me if you would like my services. Write me
at above address.

Ben West, . Lampasas, Texas, September 21:
Yesterday was a day of revival services,
attendance good. Two mothers were identi-'
fied, one brother restored, and his Catholic
wife was baptized. There is another Cath olic mother a prospect. In fact, we are convinced that nearly a ll Catholic and sectarrians are prospects. We just think they are
impossible and let them alone. That . is our
mistake and their Joss.

Elbri<lge B. Linn, 1903 University Avenue,
October 5: During the month of September
three records were broken in Bible School
at the University Avenue congregation. The
attendances for the month were: 320, 420,
495, and 50·2. During the month of September, th ere were 84 to place membership and
six restored. .Yesterday four placed memb ership and one was baptized. The work of
o'ur Lord moves forward.

M. R. Phllll!)s, Victoria, Texas, September

28: I am in the midst of a fine meeting with
the brethren in Mt. Judea, Arkansas. This
being my seventh meetin g with them over
the years. I always enjoy being with the
good brethre n her e. I have baptized well
over 100 people h e re, many having moved
away to help in other places. The work 1at
home goes well. Our next meeting there will
begin October 19th with Edgar Furr doing
the preaching. Be with us for worship, when
in Victoria.

'

'l'ltos. E. Ctuld, 210 Cheyenne Avenue, Colorado Springs, Colorado, September 22: Our
meeting came to a close last Sunday night.
Seven responded to the invitation during
the meeting. Brother Perry Cotham of Nashville, Tennesse e, is a splendid evangelist.
We commend him highly. The church was
deified a nd aliens were preached to at every service. We believe much good will come
from the meeting· in the future.
A . E . . Findley, P. 0. Box 403, Refugio,
Texas, September 15: Since our last report
we preached one night for the church on
E. Burleson Street in Marshall, Texas.
Brother Vaughan is the ir effici~nt minister.
Brother Austin Taylor and the writer held
the first gospel meeting in Marshall many
years ago.
Brother Sam B. Hall, District
Judge, is one of th e e ld ers. We were baptized at the sanie time by the late venerable John T. Poe. Our meeting with the
church at Premont, Texas, resulted in two
restorations and two being Identified with
the local church.
Three were identified
here in Refugio Sunday.
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Cecil Hook, N ew Iberia, Louisiana: Excell ent preaching by Brother Thomas B. Warr en resulted in 9ne baptism and four restorations in a recent meeting here. Better
preaching could hardly be asl,ed for. The
work is at new heights of progress here.
Two men have been baptized as a direct result of our daily broadcasts late ly. One was
a Catholic from another community. He met
opposition; even his wife thr eat.ened to quit
him. The following week-end the station
r eceived a deluge of protests of our program.
Lutltcr G. Roberts, 1506 Clayton, Borger,
T exas, September 21: After October 1st the
above will ' be our address. We are moving
on that date to Borger to work with tht:
Deahl and Second Streets church. We have
enjoyed the worl' with the good people who
compose the membership of the West Side
church in Corsicana, our stay, here has been
pleasant and the people have been good to
us. We sball always cherish their friend.ship and hospitality. Only an opportunity to
preach the gospel to a greater number of
people motivated me to make this change
when invited by the church at Borger to
work with them. The preacher who accepts
work with the West Side church in Corsicana will find a group including the elders
with an excellent spirit, generous in their
•s upport, a nd hospitable in their association. There is nothing wrong with, the church
at West Side. They number among the
membership some of the very finest men
and women we have known. We regretted
to leave West Side but antic ipat e a good
work with the church at Borger in the Texas Panhandle.

James W. Reynolds, Pueblo, Colorado,
September 22: Our work here in Pueblo
continues to go well. I begin a meeting with
the Irvington church, 25 N. Layman Avenue,
Indianapolis, Indiana, October 11th to continue through the 21st. Brother Cecil Willis
is the local evangelist.
Brother Max Love and his wife have recently moved to Ft. Cobb , Oklahoma, and
are doing a very excellent work with the
church there. They were formerly working
in Booker. · There are many opportunities
in this town, 'and lots of work to be done.
I feel that the Loves will do a good worlc
Pray for them.
Bill Cofer, Fort Cobb, Oklahoma, September 2- 6 : I am now in a meeting at Ft. Cobb,
and thus far there hav e been three to respond to the gospel invitation. The meeting continues through the night of October
'!.st.
Good interes t, and good attendance.
I am enjoying working with Brother Max
Love and his wife.
B. E. Bnwcom, 926 N. "C" Street, Arkansas
qity, Kansas, Se'ptember .2 7: One was baptized, one restored and one placed member·S hip last Sunday. We hope to have a great
meeting with Harmon· Black of Detroit,
Michigan, preaching.
The meeting begins
November 8. I begin a gospel meeting with
Church Street In Mobile, Ala bama, October
25.
Roy E . Stepltens, Burnet, Texas: Two were
baptized in a meeting at Bertram, Texas.
Martin Crass ab ly preaches the word there.
About eight have been baptized In Burnet
recently. Five responded during a meeting
with F. F. Conley doing the preaching in his
usual fine way. I am in a meeting at Cleveland, Texas. Six responses the first serv ice. Doyle Cannon of San Antonio holds u s
a meeting at Burnet in October.
F. s. Harper, P. 0. Box 194, Woodbury,
Tennessee, September 30: "Athens Clay
Pullias preached in ouli fall meeting and
Pat Boone directed the song services. The
interest and attendance was good throughout the meeting. One was baptized and one
was restored. The work here is going along
in a fine way. Interest and attendance are
grow ing with each service. One was baptized at our mid - week service this week
and one was baptized last week. I go to
Newcomerstown, Ohio, October 27th for a
meeting.
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George TiPl>S, 211 West Grand, Jacl,son,
Tennessee, Septe mb er 20: No responses in
the Harlan, Kentucky, meeting. Harry Bennetts has b ee n laboring with these brethren since July, and is highly respected among the m. This was my fifth m eeting in
Southeastern K e ntucl{y. I go next to be_ with
Buford Holt and the church in Humboldt,
Tenn essee. Tommy Nicks will lead the singing.
Ben "\Vest, Lampasas·, Texas, September 30:
September 2Qoth a Catholic mother was baptized and her husband restored, and two
ident,i fied. September 27, a long-time Methodist man was baptized and one brother restored. Brother W. R. Smith, vice-president
of Abilene Christian College, spoke last night
helping us to enlarge our Bible school work.
Average attendance during the summer was
253 eac h Sunday in the school.

A. G. Hobbs, Jr., 3156 Jane Lan e, Ft. Worth,
' Texas, October 3: It was my privilege recently to do the preaching' in a meeting
in Miami, Fla. Th ere were five baptisms
and one restorati o n. One who was baptized
was Roman Catholic. She came to services
twice. Brother C. W. Scott taught her more
privately and baptized h er. I substituted
on th e "Know Your Bible" hour twice for
Brother Vv. Ray Duncan. I never saw or
heard of a like program. People telephone
their Bible questions in an d they are answered over the radio immediately. Some
are sent in by mail, and more com e in than
can be answere d, 90 o r 95 percent from those
who are not members or the church. From
Nov. 15 to 25, I am to be "in Holdenville,
Okla., for a m ee tin &··

------------------------------------

Hershel Dyer, 847 S. 14th, Lincoln 8, N ebraska, S e ptember 29 : This past Lord's day
our fall m eeti ng came to a close. John T.
Smith did th e preaching and it was' fine ind eed. H e strengthened th e church much and
m a d e a profound impres s ion on the num er ous outsiders who attended. Hubert Arant
l ed the singing in his own capab l e mann er.
During this eight- day series we h a d some
of the largest crowds that we have ever had
in our building; two were baptize d.

F. 1U. Redding, Oakwood, T exas, September 29: Brother Otta Johnson of Denison,
Texas, ass isted the church here in a fine
meeting the latter part of July. Brother
Johnson Is a .fine man a genu in e Christian
. and a good preacher. ' :a;e is to r eturn for
1 a meeting in 1954, the Lord willing. Brother F. A. Liv in gston also assisted us in a
missionary effort aJnong the colored race.
He. is a powerful preacher and did some of
'.the finest preaching I hav e ever heard.
· Eleven were baptized in this effo rt. There
is an ur gent need for financial help in further advancing the cause among the colored people here. The small, new congregation Is meeting each Lord's day in a rented building, but we do no t hope to be able ·
to get it very long. Those interested in this
work pleasQ contact us at the above address.

A. c. Huff, Plainvi ew, Texas, September
19: I p 'r eached at Mc~ean on Wednesday
night following the first Sunday in this
month to a sp l endid audience while Brother
Harold McCollum was away on business,
and I had the pl eas ure of hearing him
preach the following Sunday morning. He is
doing a good work at McLean. I was told
that the a udie nce that Sunday mortling was
the seco nd la rg es t that they have eve r h ad.
Brother McColum is a h ard worker. He is
taking the gospel to the homes and is h aving many of the denominations atten din g
his class and hearing him pr each. I hope
to see that chu rch grow as n ever before. I
was called to t each a family in their home
two weeks ago, and I am called to teach
in another hom e next Tuesday night. I hop e
to do much good in these services.

Elton D. Dilbeck, 1335 Granada Drive, New
Orleans 22, Louisiana, October 1: "During
the month of September Carrollton · Avenue
e njoyed the addition of 16 to its membership, a n ew record Bible school attendance,
and a weekly average of $599.29 for contributions. Attendance is growing for all services. We are finding it necessary to •use
our balcony most every Lord's day morning. It was two-thirds filled last weelc We
expect to see a congregation estab lishe d in
the Gentilly section of our city before the
first of the new year. From October 18-25
we will be engaged in a, meeting with Horace W. Busb.y . At tl)e present time I am
preaching In a meeting with the Gretna,
Louisiana, church.

··GRIGGS EOiiiPMENT CO. ,
·

Belton, Texas -~ ·

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. !'larks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAM N. FRYEB-Evangellat
ROGER W. HAWLEY-Evangellat
!lunday-10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.
"\Vednesdny-7:::0 P.lll.
Phone:

PResident

4-4736

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply ot
fresh , pure, unl eavened bread for communion
purooses. Elev en wafers to the s.mall package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
Indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 7'1, A.u..tln 61, Texaa

If anyone that reads this knows of a
ch urch that does not us e in strumental music
in the worship, in or nea r Louisa, Kentucky,
write me, H . E. Kelley, 1712 W 34'h St.,
Houston, 18, T exas.
r hav e a daughter,
Mrs. Bert Que e n, who is a memb e r of the
church of Christ, who liv es on Route 4, 10
miles out of r.ouisa, Kentucky. I would'
lik e to put h er in touch with a church
n ear there.

1· A. ))outllitt, Chattanooga, Tennesse e :
Last night, September 18, in the Memorial
Auditorium down town h ere in. Chattanooga,
I showed my colored motion pictures, which
I mad~ t~is sum~er in Palestine, to a very
appremat1ve a udi ence of bet~een 3,000 and
4,000 people. I haa on exhibit many so uvenirs, costumes (worn by the natives), and
other articles from the lands of the Bible.
This program climaxed a good-will tour that
I h ad been making_ in the interest of the
Chattanooga Bible school. I have about 7,000 feet of colored movie film and several
hundred colored slides that I made on my
tours to the Holy Land. I am running out
to several places within a reasonable distance of Chattanooga and show ing the pictures at churches a nd schools.
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STRONG'S

1809 Pages

EXHAUSTIVE
·coNCORDANCE
Qj tlte !Sible

$1L75
Thumb Indexed

By James Strong

.

The only complete concordance of the English Bible, Stronfts ·
presents every word in the Bible in the passage in which it
occurs-and in exact alphabetical order. The one unfailing
authority in its special field, Stronfts is really four complete
books in one--The Main Concordance; a Comparative Con·
cordance in which the Authorized Text is compared with
certain Revised Versions, both English and American; a
Dictionary of the Hebrew Bible; and a Dictionary of the
Greek 8 Testament. The standard concordance of all time,
complete and unabridged.

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISmNG HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin, Texas

Edition

$12.75
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W. A. Dr,.dfield, Henderson, Tennessee,
September 28 : Last week I preached in the
first me eti ng in the new building on East
Chester Street in Jackson, T enness ee. Good
crowds attended and f ive were · baptized.
Glyn Phillips is the regular preacher and
that congregation has wonderful opp'ortunities in th e city of Jackson.

"TV SUNDAY SCHOOL" TO BEGIN
SEPTEJ\IBER 2t7
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Tltos. B . Warren, 4307 N. E. 28th Street,
Fort Worth, Texas, October 2: A gospel
'
meeting w ill be held October 25-31 in the
Mrs. Gayle Oler, of Boles Orphan Home, m ee ting house cif the Eastridge co ngregaQuinlan, T exas, will begin t!laching "TV Sun - tion, 4307 N. E. 28th St., Ft. Worth, T exas.
day School" on Sunday morning, Septe~ber The theme of the ser ies will be: "T he Let27, at 10:30 A.M. on Channel 8, WFAA-TV. ters to t h e Seven Churches of Asia." FolThe program w ill fo llow the International lowing is a li st of res ac tiv e speal<:ers and
Bible School L esso n outlines, and will be pre - sub j ects: Oct. 25-"Le tte r to the Church at
E·phesus", Neal Marshall; Oct. 26-"Letter to
James D. Groves, Detroit 1•6·, Michigan , sented as a publi-c service by WFAA-TV.
Church a t Smyrna", Claud e Guild; Oct. 27September 28: B. C. Goodpasture closed a
"Letter to Church at Pergamum", Roy Deagreat me et ing here at Vinewood ~ast night
ver; Oct. 28-"Letter to Church at Thyawhich r an one week and twenty - two souls
responded. Record attendan ces were set with
t ira", Jess Hall; Oct. 29-"Letter to Church
over . 600· present at the morning services
at Sardis" , J oe Malone.; Oct. '30-"Let t er to
Church at Philade lphia", Wesley Mickey;
yesterday. H is sermons were marked by bril Oct. 31, "Letter to Church at Laodicea", Abe
liant exeges is, pie r cing analyses, fervor, humility. He came to be greatly esteemed by
Lincoln. Serv ices will be held each even ing
the congregation and has agreed to return
at '( :30.
in 1955, Lord wi llin g. Brother Goodpasture
is a master of the pulpit. Many congrega Foy Kirki>ntrick, T err ell, Texas, September 25 : On November 1 I w ill begin work
tions were represented in this series. Yes as minister of educat ion at the Terrell
terday afternoon we burn ed the mortgage
church, after having served over two years
on our buildin g which we entered Janu ary
as min ister at the church in MesquiteJ Tex9, 19 49, and wh ic h cost, with the land, over
as. I wi<ll continue my t7aching duti es at
eighty - three th ousand dollars. We hope that
Southwestern Christian .Co ll ege in Terrell.
this may open larger avenues of service now
Our wor k a t Mesquite has been very p l easthat this particular phase has been com a nt, a nd we· h ave seen s ubstantial growth
pleted.
in membership and attendance during our
s t ay, and the contribution has almost tripl ed
0. 1\1. Fairley, Osceola, Arkansas, Septem during that time. Several h a ve been bapber 29: Brother J. C. Martin of Alabama,
tized recently. A new building was com who has been with the church h ere for two
1\Irs. Gayle Oler
plet ed th e first part of th e year, and the
years, has resi g n e d and will b e leav in g
This program for child r en will inc lude b r eth r e n are making p la ns for so m eone to
sh ortly. So we are interested in l ocating another preacher. We have a m e mb ers hip . of v isu al aids such as f)annel boar<:! stories, locate with them f ull t im e . I h ave been
. 150 or mor e, and generaHy speak in g, a very blackboard chalk talks,- f las h cards, do lls, inter es t ed in the ed ucational work of the
live, e nerg et ic l ot of Christians-in terested an d ob j ect l essons to impr ess Bible truths local church for some t im e and h ave made
an ex ten s ive study in that work in conneci n the proclamation of t h e gospe l a nd in on young minds.
The theme so ng of th e "TV . Sunday tion with my study for my docto r ate. I am
the saving of souls. We need a man of ex per ienc e, d eeply consecr ated, an d . one who School," "S in g Along, Child ren," .was writ- looldng forward to t h e opportunity of be not only makes a n impr ess ive appearanc e in ten by Mrs. Oler, and harmon iz ed and a r- ing able to work w ith the church in this
t h e pulpit, but at the same time is inter - ranged by A. Hugh Graham, director of the capacity, and I beli eve that mu ch good can
"Sing be done in imp r oving our Bible study proested i n see kin g th e· lost in the highways Bel Can to Cho ru s a t Bo l es Home.
and byways. Yo ur help in lo cat ing a man Along, Children" w ill be s ung by Boles gram.
or m ak in g contacts will b e greatly >appre - Home c hildren, t h e Bel Canto Quartet, Mrs.
Clyde G. Smnllwoo<l, Box 254, Station ACC,
ciated. We have a thirty minute r adio pro- Oler and Mr. Grah am .
"TV S und ay Sch oo l" is des ig n ed for boys Ab il ene,
T exas , September 17 : An o th er
g ram on Sunday m orn ings.
a nd g irl s w h ci do not attend church r egular - yo un g lady was baptized into Christ at th e
William M. Deuell, Mini ster, Newpo r t, Ohio, ly, fo r child r en who are ill, and for shut- in s Hillcr est ch u rch of Christ in Woodward,
Oklahoma, last L or d's day. Th .i s mak es two
September 11:
I enjoy the field. reports a nd ch ild ren in h osp ita l wards.
Cards and l erters abo ut the program sho uld baptized a nd two restored. This congregavery much as it keeps me in touch with
the diffe r ent ministers a nd th e great work be mail ed to "TV Sunday Sc ho ol, " WFAA- tio n co ntinu es to grow a nd will do more,
of it no w that they h ave secur e d a full-time
be ing don e by his ser va nts. May the glory TV, Dallas , T exas.
NOTE TO CHURCHES : WFAA-TV has preacher. Brother Frank Kilborn of Housco ntinu a lly1 be given unto our L ord. We
are h appy to a nn o unc e that several ' h ave ,shown every cons id er atio n in granting us ton, T exas, . will take over th e work th ere
been baptized an d two r estor ed in Christ this teaching privil ege as a public service. begi nning th e fp urth S und ay of this month.
s ince ou r last report a m o nth ago; a l so, we Mrs. Ol er has been assured that she may Next Lord's day will be my last with t hi s
I h ave c om e to
have just finished a n ew baptistry and h ope teach the ent ir e Bible, appropriate ly for wonderfu l congregat ion .
to u se it many tim es during our corning ch ildr en from ·3-11 years of age, an d in her love t h em deep ly ·and certainly am not h a ppy
meeting of October 6, 195 3. Brother Nicklas, field of s tory-telling. By request, a nd ac- to l eave them. Since I am t o be in Abilene
minister an d a rti st of Cuya hoga F alls, Ohio, cording to our conv ictions, the th eme song Chri stian College this n ext year, I am a nis to hold our two-week se r v ice and since is without mecha nical instruments of music. xio u s to co n tact so m e co ngr egat ion within
we are pr each ing to nearly a fu ll h ouse at Mr. .:fay Watson, program manager of a rad iu s of 150 miles w ho might wish for
both ser vices on Lord's day, we a r e expect- WFAA- TV deser ves o ur thanks and appre - m e to drive out eac h Lord's day ·to preach
ing an overflow in a t tendance and hope c iation for his worl' in producing th e "TV for them. If s u ch a congrega tion· is inter many sou l s w ill be saved. If you happen Sunday School." It w ill be well for an- ested, please contact me at Box 254, Station
to be in our vicinity, we would enjoy your noun ce ment to be made that notes of appre - ACC, Abilene, Texas.
presence in Christian fellowship and · lov e . c iation be sent in by members of the church.
A nn ou ncements should be made in local
F. 1\1. Re<l<ling·, Oakwood, T exas, Septem - newspap ers, a lso.
ber 29: There has been no year in th e past
---------0--------twenty-six years that L have not preached
De:tn Dullock, Durant, Oklahoma, Septe msome fo r the ch urch here. In fact there h ave ber 30: One was baptized Sunda y. On e was
been b ut few months during that time that baptized and another r es tored Wednesday
I h ave not pr eac h ed as much as one Sun- night. The glorious gospel is powerful.
day; fo r the p as t four y ears I have be en
wo rl<ing full time for them. It appears to
me that th ey have h eard me preach so much
that someone e lse could do m ore good h ere.
Designed for comfort
Because of that con diti o n I want to go
$4.75 per ft., less 25% unassembled
so m ewh ere e lse.
I would li ke to get in
Write for literature
touch with some congr egation that h as (l
mind to work a nd that needs a preacher to
l ocate with them. I a m interested in some
Sunday 10 & 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
evangelistic wor l;: also.
If you need me
601 West Main
Thursday-7:30 P.M.
co ntac t m e a t the above address, or phon e
Henderson, Texas
No. 137, Oakwod, T exas.
•:•~,._~~~~~~~..-.c...-c.,_.o.-o~l~l~.- .•:.
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lUarvln.e Kelley, 9th and Norman, Raymondville, Texas, September 28: I have not reported i~ some time due to a full sched. ule. Since .January the church here h as conducted four meetings and thr ee debates.
There have been 22 responses to the invitation and the church is growing. Th e
last debate I had with Dr. A lbert Garner
will be off th e press in about 90 days. It
is not thought that my part of the debate
is so outstanding but it was suggested by
some of the preachers that attended that
it ought to be in print because it is the
first time a Baptist ever was forced to the
place that he would admit just what the
Baptist doctrine is. The pre-publication
price will be $1.25 for the paper and $2.75
for the cloth binding. Send any orders to
Marvine Kelley, Church of Christ, Raymondville, Texas.
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l'erry B. Cotltum, 3709 Rosemont Avenue,
Nashv ill e, Tenn essee : It was hard leaving
the good church in Paris after six years of
pleasant and profitable labor . Th e elders
and the en tir e membership were so good to
m e and my family . w e shall eve r be grate 1
ful or our stay with th e L a mar Avenu e
congregation. I plan to spend a few weeks
this fall in meetin gs and visits show in g my
Holy L and pictures and t a lking in the interest of a n ew church building in Paris,
Fra nce. The church th er!" h as some mon ey
for a new building, but they n eed mor e.
The pr esent location is in a poor part of
town a nd on the third floor. Lamar Avenue
e ldhs signed the sponsorship with the
Fr ench government for th e Claxtort Wilsons
and they are now with the MauFice Halls in
France. If any s houliJ des ire to have fel low sh ip in this worl;: contact Brother Hall
or the elders at Lamar Avenue.

Cecil E. Hill, 1111 West Mulberry, San Antonio, Texas: The Beacon Hill congregation
of this city enjoys an ever-increasing interest and attendance. Last Sunday, seven
placed membership and the Sunday before
there were five. We have a good number of
visitors in practically all of our services.
The t eachers are making a serious effort
to increase our Bib l e school attendance to
a substantially higher l evel. This is one of
the most difficult phases of our work.
Bro th er Norvel Young will be with us irl a
short meeting in the month . of .January.
We anticipate a very s ucc essf ul evang~elis
tic effort. This congregation is favorably
l<nown for its encou rageme nt to young m en,
es pecially those who are stationep. h ere in
the Army and Air Corps. While we have
been ab le to help and assist them, they in
turn h ave made most ·valuable corul:ributions
to · Our worlc S'everal who have come this
way have b een very capable .and consecrated
preachers and teachers.

A NEW EDfTION

GOSPEL
Sermons
We have just printed
a new edition of
"GOSPEL SERMONS"

By: R. N. HOGAN

I

u . R. Forrest, Akron, Michigan, September
22: Another was baptiz ed h ere last Lord's
day, bringing the number baptiz ed during
the past six weeks to six. I will in the near
future be ready to t urn my "notes for class
worl;:" over to the book binders. There will
be ahout 500 pages, perhaps in two volumes. This is not a commentary, but just
what the title implies: Notes for Bible Study
at Home and in Classes; leaders for thoughts
on every verse in the New Testament. We
would like to know ·about how many to
have bound, therefore would appreciate you
writing tc ·US if you want a copy. The price
will be just what it costs for printing and
binding. I do not think it will run more
than $1.00 per volume, perhaps, plus postage . We do not want anything for our
two years' work on the manuscript. Do
not send any money now. We will let yo u•
ltnow when it is r eady and what the cost
of production has been. Our work here is
growing i~ every way.
Wilburn c. Hill, 130 Cleveland Avenue,
Wichita 7, Kansas, September 27: The breth·
r e n at Cleveland Avenue sent us to Montana in August to con duct a training course
at Flath ead L ake Encampmen t. We enjoyed
the work, an d the brethren in that section
are to be commended for their zeal.
In
m any ways th ey have a rugged battle, but
are m aking h eadway. I preached for the
Montana co n gregations at Bozeman, Missoula, and Fairview, and also at Calgary, Can ' ada, while gone. It was a pleasant expe ri en ce for us. The work is progressing in a
very commendable way here at Cleveland
Avenue, ye t there is much to be done. The
two new cdngregations which we started,
known as the University congregation a nd
th e Dellrose congregation, are doing splendidly, and the attendance here is close to
that of a year ago, Our contributions are
even better, a nd we are h avin g about as
many in Bible class as we have membership. Thr ee more congregations in this section tha t we felt worthy have been given
aid. Since last reporting, ten .have been baptiz e d, thirteen identified, and two restored.
B rother Roy F o utz of Nacogdoch es, T exas,
is to be with us in our fall meeting Octob er 26 through November 6. Beg inning September 27, I am to be in a meeting with the
Main Street church at Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Evangelist, Churches of Christ
Brother Hogan is , known far and wide
and is scarcely less esteemed and appr&ciated by the white people than those ·of his
own ·race. Thousands have heard him in
his wonderful appeal to the people, and
thousands have been converted to Christ
through .the delivery of his Great Sennons.
Every friend of the cause of Christ and
every member of the churches of Christ
should have a eopy of this great book. It
Is a large book of sermons of 245 pages. Couple desires to ndopt n child five yenrs
old or younger. Any infor~natlon relative to
,1.00 per copy, prepafcl
this matter contact ~IR.. & MRS. M. A.. GAZOrder from:
AWAY, Route 8, Box 315X, Snu Antonio,

Firm Foundation Publishing House
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

Texas.

Joe H. ~lorris, 2707 Kentucky Avenue, Faducah, Kentucky, September 28: Clements
Street church is r eally showing its strength
to begin a great fall and winter work. Two
la rge audiences with a father baptized and
two id entified yesterday. Peace, harmony and
progress is enjoyed by all. We begin our
fourth year on Octob er 4th.
Dear Brethren Everywhere:
Due to circumstances over which I have
no control, and due also to manifold duti es
both at home and away, I am compelled to
withdraw my request for finances to carry
o'n a radio broadcast in Alamogordo. 'L'he
church of Alamogordo w ill continue the
program they carry on as long as it seems
worthwhile. I have be en convince d that an other program will not be worth the effort
and the money required. I will begin return in g all the money I have received for
this purpose about th'e 5th of October, after
this notice has had time to be seen a nd
read by a ll. Please do not send moye money
for the proposed broadcast.
But many
thanks to all who did.-TICE ELKINS, 1523
Cuba Avenue, Alamogordo, New Mexico,
September 22, 1953.
J, W. Ferrill, Gr oesbeck, T exas, Septe mber
21: The mission meeting at Round Prairie
in Robertson County, T exas, with Brother
Malcom Smith, who worl<s with the church
a t Ben H.ur, doing the preaching and the
w riter conducting the song service, was very
pleasant and succ essful. Two e lderly people, a husband and wife, confessed neglect
of duty and rededicated their lives to th e
service of the Lord.
Yesterday afternoon
a youn'g man and his wife were buried with
their Lord in baptism and added to the
fam ily of God. The Baptist p e ople kindly
gave us the us e of their church b u ilding,
and though they were very busy harvest in g their crops they came and lLstened attenti vely to the wonderful words of truth
so ably presented by Brother Smith, and requested that he return for another meeting
next year. The brethren from Bald Prairie,
Willow, Union and Ben Hur came and helped
in every way to m a ke this mission meeting
a success· in sowing the seed of the kingdom.
Thanks be to . Almighty God which
giveth us the victory through our L ord .J e~
s us Christ.

Wyndal H . Hutlson, Via Grande, 27, Scala
A-int. 10, Livorno, Ita ly , S'iptember 18: As
far as we know, the very first services of
the church ever to be conducted in L eghorn,
Italy, were held last Sunday. There were
seve n in attendance. Four of u s were members of the church a nd •thr ee were members
of th e Methodist church. Wilma and I are
are h ere as miss ionari es, and · are supported
by the Glenwood Church of Christ in Tyler,
Texas, 808 Ham vasy L ane. Brother and Sis1
ter G. C. Phillips a r e h e re employed by the
Stanic Oil Refine ry, and in all •probability,
w ill be here some four to six m o nths. Brother Phillips is an e ld er in the Baytown, Texas, congregation. Today I talked with the
Protestant Chapla~n Ma jor Lessley, and he
has promised to co-operate in locating all
memb ers of the c hurch who are stationed
h e re in th e armed forc E~s. If anyone has the
a ddress of a ny soldiers in this area, please
l et u s h ave the m immediately ! We solicit
'the prayers 11.nd support of all faithful
Christians in this endeavor t o win souls
for Christ! All donations for the · Italian
work should go to the elders of the Glenwood church, Tyler, Texas. The Italian gov•
e rnment has just granted me a two-year
visa, so we need your fellowship immediately in order to evangelize this part of Italy,
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Dean Bullock, Durant, Oklahoma, September 21: The opportunity for service here
is stimulating and challenging. Seven were
added to the congregation yesterday. Four
were baptized, two were restored, and one
was identified.
Contributions and attendance are in creasing.
We broadcast each
Sunday morning at 8:15 over KSEA, 750 on
your dial. This program has a wide coverage; it has auditors In Oldahoma, Texas;
Arkansas, Louisiana, and · perhaps other
states. The response to it is inde ed gratifying. Another unusual feature of this work
is teaching the B ibl e to students of South eastern State College. More students than
usual are currently ' enrolled in the course
that we offer for credit. Brother H ershall
Dyer, of Lincoln, Nebraslra, did some very
good. preaching in our summer meeting.
Seven w .ere baptized; the church was edified. Since my laSt report, I have done the
preaching in meetings in the following
towns: Mineola, · Crockett, Teel, Jam es town.
I shall begin a mee ting at Fullerton, Texas, October 12.
J. Boyd Taylor, Wichita Falls, T exas, for
which I preach, recently sent me to Sault
Ste. Marie, Mihcigan, for a me e ting. Tl1ere
were at. that time about eight or nine m e mbers of t11e ·Lord's church there.
Those
brethren obtained the use of the gymnasium
of the New Washington School in which to
hold the meeting. A number of outsiders
attended the m eeting and some of them became interested, bul ·no one was baptized.
The group in Sault Ste. Marie is meeting
in the home of Brother J. T. Wood at 1011
Augusta Street.
So far as we have been
able to determine, · this is the only loyal
group meeting in the upper peninsula of
Michigan. If you know of any members of
the church in that area, please have the'm
contact Brother Wood at that address. The
Kenross Air Force Base and Camp Lucas
Army Camp are located there. There is a
loyal group of Christians in Sault Ste. Marie , Canada, just across the St. Mary's river
from Michigan. They have abou t fifty mem·
bers. Brother T. W. Bailey, the father of
Brother J. C. Bailey who preaches in Radville, preaches for them. On one Sunday
afternoon it was my pleasure to speak for
them . Th ese groups are spon soring a ·rebroadcast or the Herald ·of Truth on radio
station KSOO in Sault Ste. Marie, Mi,chigan.
The Armstrong Avenue church . in Denison,
Texas, and the church in Breman, Georgia,
also sent money to be used in the m eeting
for advertising and other things.

w. s. Willis, Gustine, Texas, September
28: I appreciated your card regarding getting subscriptions for the Firm Foundation, and I will make an appeal before the
congregation and to its members. I know it
is good for every member to get and read
our church papers, and some do but not as
many as should. This is a small congregation. They are having a hard time keeping
the work going. They have had three years
of drouth and crop fail)lres and they have
no other means of getting money. I did not
intend to take regular work for some time
but when they appeal ed to me I could not
refuse to h elp them. It has cost me far
more than I will receive to work here. We
have our home in Fort Worth, which we
have to keep up. Mrs. Willis has to r emain
there as she has apartments in the home.
This separates us most of the time. I had to
buy another car and furniture for the
preacher's home here. As far as the support
goes I will give my time without any gain.
However, I am glad to do what I can. The
Lord has blessed me with wonderful health
and I cannot refuse to go when his work
calls me. I wish for you a continued use-
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Frank L. Cox, Box 104, Mineola, Texas,
Joint H. Banister, 3014 Skillman Avenu'e,
September 17: Having accepted an invita- Dallas, Texas, October 2: During September
tion to work with the church at Ennis, here at Skillman Avenue church there were
Texas, I resigned my worlr with the Mineola 12 additions-five baptized, six identified,
congregation Monday evening of this week. and one restored. Two more were baptized
last night. Much preparation is being made
for our fall meeting October 25th to November 1st in which George H. Stephenson of
Memphis, Tennessee, will do the preaching.
Brother Jack Nadeau, whom we support in
gospel work in Munich, Geormany, will return there November 1st. He has done excellent work while with us here, and we
thanlr those congregations that have invited
him to speak on behalf of the building fund
ther e. I am now in a gospe l meeting at
Bartlesv ille, Oklahoma, which closes October
11 tl).

FrankL. Cox
For more than two years I labored with this
congregation. I am glad that I came to Mineola, for I feel that the Lord us ed me for
the accomplishment of definite work that
needed to be done. After October 4, address
all correspondence to me at Box 336, Ennis,
Texas.

R. E. Davis, Sr., St. Petersburg, Florida,
S e ptember 28: The worlr at Ninth Street
Church of Christ is increasing in attendance, interest, and in membership. Sever.al
have placed membership with us, while recently one was r es tored and four baptized.
One from the ,Assembly of God, one an outstanding lady from the Congregatio41al
church baptized into Christ, a splendid married lady was baptized into Christ from the
Baptists, and last Sunday, September 27th,
a school t_eacher, a lso baptized by a Baptist
preach e r, was baptized in to Christ. The worl{
is being organized and we are quite hopeful
of good results .to follow our efforts. It is
said this congregation is now doing more
missionary work of l a t e than any congregation or group of congregations in this
section of Florida. Overcoming "hard shellism" is not a thing to be accomplished overnight. The brethren are working for Christ
in peace and fellowship both with one another and with Christ. Brethren comi!ng to
this lov ely city for the w int er, are invited
to 'worship with the Ninth Street congregation where only the pure gospel of Christ
is pr eached.

T. B. Underwood, Jr., 1027 Suth 14th St.,
Chickasha:, Oklahoma, September ·go: J . D.
Rothwell, Bakersfield, California, just closed
one of the best meetings this young church
has ever had. Three were baptized a nd one
place d memb ership. Since th en, there have
C. E<lwin Bills, Sr., Box 178, Freer, Texas,
been four to place membership . God has
provided the increase and the church is do- Oct. 2 : The, first Vacation Bible School ever
attempted by the church here was conducted
ing well,
August 24-28 with great u sccess. Although
A. H. Benmislt, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Sep- it r ained almost constantly throughout the
tember 30: The Osborne Street !!Ongrega- school our average · attendance for the five
tion in Winnipeg is making a plea for aid days was 89 2/5, w ith a high one day of 94.
in the evangelistic effort that is to be put About half of those attending were from
Our
forth in the province· of Manitoba in the near homes of denominational affiliation.
future. At the present there is one man in fac iliti es were completely overtaxed; and we
the field who has been receiving only a por- feel that with more facilities available we
tio.n of the support that he needs . At the could have perhaps doubled our attendance.
present there are only two full time preach- The congregation here is now enthusiastic
ers in the entire province.
In Winnipeg about such schools, and the statement of
a lone there is a population of better than one lady fairly well sums up the sentiment
330,000 people, .and to d'a te there are only of the entire .congregation. She said, "Why
about two hundred Christians in the city. I never dreamed that a school could do so
The time is ripe for a concentrated effort much good in so many ways. It is wonderto evangelizze this portion of Canada. Some ful." And so ' it is. May God help us to
support has been made available for this realize greater opportunities for service.
work, but as yet, not nearly enough. At Brother Jack Nadeau spoke here last evethe present a building has been purchased ning, October 1, to a fine aud ience; confor the work at Neepawa, a town about 140 cerning the work of the Lord in Munich,
The congregation now has a
miles west of Winnipeg, and is being moved Germany.
into the town in a few days. This work greater vision of what can and must be
has been under the direction of the Osborne done. 'l:his congregation is making a libStreet church for several years. The need eral contribution toward the erection of a
is very urgent.
Anyone who would like building for the use of the saints in Munich,
to receive further information please write Germany. Pray for us that we might upto Brother A . . H. Beamish, 10·02 Banning hold the banner of the Lord.
Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba. An immediate
CHRIST OR MODERNISM
response is needed In order for this work
to be carried on.
Who are the translators of the new Bible?

What do th~y believe? WJiat d{) they deny?
Who are the promoters? What is the aim
ful and prosperous life. I can say with John,
"Beloved, I wish above all thl~gs that thou in pushing the RSV? Get the facts. Just
mayest prosper and be in good health, even off the press. $2.60.
as thy soul prospereth." May our heavenly
Father continue his richest blessings upon
315 East 7th
you in your great w ork.

W.W.OTEY
Winfield, Kansas
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Christian living in daily Bible classes and daily Chapel services and where 96 per cent of the 195253 student body and all teachers of all courses are inembers of the church.

Miss Wilmeth

Class in Basic Family P1·oblems

'DEPARTMENT OF HOME ECONOMICS
Miss Marie Wilmeth, M.S., Ph.D., heads the home economics department. For eleven years, before joining the
staff of A.C.C., she served as a County Home Demonstration Agent. She has been a member of the teaching staff
of Colorado A. & M. and an agent of the Bureau of Home Economics and Human Nutrition. She comes from a line
of gospel preachers and currently has some preacher relatives.
Miss Wilmeth states thaf home economics in colleges is about seventy-five years old. The courses of this department have proved to be so useful and popular it is· curren tJy offered in some seven hundred colleges in the United
States. It was· first offered in A.C.C. in 1915 with eighteen students enrolled. The 1916 coll.ege annual emphasizes
its value in these words: "Home making is the grea'test calling a person may have--It is the aim of this department
to instill into the hearts of young people a deeper love of and respect for the home and to teach them to provide
for, its necessities. its health, its comforts, its beauty and its happiness."
_
Homemaking is as honorable as it is necessary. It is as necessary as a free and civilized society. God has made
the home the basic and indispensable unit of any Christian society. History testifies that the breakdown o'f home
life brings the collapse of civilization. This could happen us in the U. S. A.
Homemaking is both a science and an art. Food purchasing and preparation, buying, and making clothes, furnishing the home attractively and economically, rearing children to spiritual, intellectual and emotional maturity
require both Bible and scientific knowledge and the skill of the artist's genius. The A.C.C. home economics department specializes in this science-art spherE\. While some of the graduates and others who have been trained here have
entered public services of one kind or another, the vast majority are homemakers. But whether. the student becomes
a homemaker or enters a professional.field, the training is worthwhile. Currently, two cours~s out of a total of 20
tllat are offered are open to both men and women. They are designed to condition the enrollees in the fundamentals
of human relationships, care and training of children, feeding of the family, planning and furnishing the home, budgeting anO. clothing.
From the beginning of one teacher and eighteen students the department has grown to four tea.c hers and 225
students.
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W. M. DAVIS
The Way To Heaven
· Life is a journey from time to eternity, and only one trip
is to be made. When man crosses the river of death he never
returns to his earthly abode. No one has an option of a second
journey. Job said, "When a few more years are come, then
shall I go the way whence I shall not return." It behooves man
to make this joumey in a sure way-he should. take no chances
with doubtful ways. On this point Peter admonishes, "Wherefore the rather, brethren give diligence to make your calling
and election sure" (2 Peter 1:10).
There is only one road leading to heaven. It is the gospel
1·oad. Christ has only one gospel, and that gospel reveals only
one road that leads to heaven. Paul says, "But though we, or
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed"
(Gal. 1:8).
When a passenger gets on the wrong train, the conductor
does not tell him that if he is honest and sincel'e this train
will take him to his desired destination . He tells the passenger
to go back and start over, and to be sul'e to get on the 'right ·
train. No one can go where he wants to go by following the
wrong road.
The way to heaven is plain but many do not heed the instructions. To begin with Paul says that without faith it is
impossible to please God. So that is the place to start. Jesus
says, "Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish." He also
says, "Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I also
confess before my Father which is in heaven." He said to
Nicodemus, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
These are the steps an alien sinner must take to enter the
way that ieads to heaven. Some shorten the way by removing
some of the steps. Some make the way longer by adding to it.
Some go in a different direction from that marked out in the
New Testament. So some will be disappointed when they reach
the end of the way.
Jesus says the w~y is narrow. Many of the things that people
want to take with them are too wide for the way. Instead of
casting them aside they find a way that is wider. B.ut the wide
way does not lead to heaven. Solomon says, "There is a way
that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of de\lth" (Prov. 16:25).
Paul's Answer To Peter's Question
"What shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel
of God?" (1 Peter 4:17). "And to you who are troubled, rest
with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance ort
them .that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our

Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 1:7, 8). So the end of those who
obey not the gospel is the vengeance of God. There will be
many good moral people in this group. There will be many
religious and honest /people- and many who thought they were
traveling the right road. Some people think they have obeyed
the gospel when they have not. Many think they have obeyed
the commandments of God when they have obeyed the commandments of men. There ·i s no substitute for obedience to the
gospel. God's power to save is in it, and this power can be
found nowhere else.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

"There
. Is .. . . One Spirit"
Elbridge B. Linn
In pleading for ·Christian unity in his letter to the Ephesian
church, the apostle Paul wrote Ephesians 4 : 1·6. The importance
of this passage of scripture to our thinking today is more ap' parent when one considers the divisions among us who call
ourselves "Christians." One need not be a keen observer to note .
that denominationalism presents many faiths, many creeds, many
baptisms, many bodies and many hopes. Now, the unity of the
Spirit, as set forth in the word of God, demands a oneness
based upon one faith, one baptism, one body and one hope. If
one may scripturally think in terms of faiths, baptisms, bodies
and hopes, then consistency demands that we multiply God.
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. But WHERE is the person who, as
a consistent Christian, feels called upon to teach that there are
many gods, lords, and holy spirits? This is but a practical and
condemning illustration to the effect that in Christendom today
our practice and our theory are sadly inconsistent.
The one body of C'hrist is the one church of Christ (Col. 1:
18), and both reason and revelation teach that the one body is
indwelt by just the "one Spirit." Further, this one body--or
church-is to be under the teaching of the "one Spirit." For,
the "one Lord" gave his word through the inspiration of but
one Holy Spirit. On this very thought the word of God speaks
of the revealing of the divine will as follows: "To whom · it was
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, did they minister these things, which now have been announced unto you
through them .that preached the gospel unto you by the Holy
Spirit sent forth from heaven; which things angels desire to
look into" (1 Peter 1:12) .
In sectarianism today we fiad many kinds of spirits preached,
and appealed to, but in God's plan there is but "ONE SPIRIT."
.Although, as Paul writes, there are diversities of gifts, yet
they are all from the "same Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:4-13). A departure
from the faith, which has resulted in sectarianism, is ·a fruit
of giving heed "to seducing spirits and doctrine$ of demons" (1
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Tim. 4:1-5). But the. oneness of believers in Christ is brought
about by faith in, and obedience unto the "ONE SPIRIT." The
"spirit of error" as mentioned in 1 John 4: 6 has caused religious division, and is also strengthened by the same, but Christian unity is the product of the "spirit of truth," which is' the
Holy Spirit (John 16:13). In modern reiigious division m en can
see much of the "party spirit," 'but little of the Holy Spirit! If
all were of the "same spirit," guided by the same "Holy Spirit,"
they would believe the "one faith," be baptized by the "one
baptism" into the "one body" and could then rejoice in the
"one hl!lpe." Christian unity, love and peace are fn~its of the
one Holy Ghost (Gal. 5: 22), but religious division-seen in
strife, factions, divisions, parties-are works of the flesh (Gal.
5: 20), and are denounced by the New Testament, yea, considered
in terms of scathing denunciation.
Students of the Bible frequently admit that they cannot understand the work of the Holy Spirit in this gospel age. They
say they can appreciate the providence of God and the atonement of Christ on t he cross. However, they have difficulty with
the Bible doctrine co'ncerning the Spirit of · God, which is too
often neglected, misunderstood· or wrested unto the destruction
of true faith. Men say they can understand generally the works
of God in creation and providence, in judgment and mercy.
Likewise, they can value the death of Christ fo·r their sins, as
he came in his redemptive, atoning and saving grace. But, to
many the works of the Holy Ghost yet remains shrouded in
mystery and ignorance. This, possibly, may be due in part to
the fact that the Authprized Version of the Bible uses the term
"Holy Ghost," and to m~ny minds the word "ghost" has legendary or even pagan significance . . Nevertheless, as any standard
dictionary will indicate, the word means "spirit," and is thus
applied to the Spirit of God or of man in the revised versions of
the Bible. "Holy Ghost" is then simply "Holy Spirit." A man's
spirit is his "ghost" as the King James' Version of the Bible
r eads, and there is not the slightest refer ence to halloween
"spooks" in the use of the word!
. Yet, someone who wishes to ascribe unreasonable (and some·
times unb ecoming) activities to the Holy Spirit can do so: He
succeeds in catching the fancy and faith of a certain type of.
person, who follows along because he prefers to think of tbe
I'Ioly Spirit in terms of an influence (like electricity, heat or
cold), a mystical manifestation of power, rather than as a mem·
ber of the Godhead. Just at this point one should read thoughtfully Colossians 2:9: "For in him (that is, in Christ)., dwelleth
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.'' The expression "Godhead"
is clarified by Jesus in Matthew 28:19, when he commended the
apostles to baptized believers "into the name of the Father, and
of the. Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
The Holy Spirit is a divine being His works proclaim his
personality. He speaks: "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith .. .'' (1 Tim.
4:1). God's Spirit testified of Christ: "But when the Comforter
is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father,' even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall bear
witness of me" (John 15: 26). Following this · promise to the
apostles, Jesus also said that the Holy Ghost would teach the
apostles: "But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, he · shall teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you" (John 14:
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26). The Spirit of truth guided the apostles: "Howbeit when he,
the Spirit of truth is come, he shall guide you into all the
truth" (JCihn 16:13). The Holy Spirit searches. "But unto us
God revealed them through the Spirit: for the Spirit searchest
all things, yea, the deep things of .God" _( 1 Cor. 2: 10). It should
be evident then, to any thinking person, that the Holy Spirit
is divine, and that his works proclaim him to be one of the
Godhead.
He is the Author of the Bible. It is his sword (Eph. 6: 17) ;
it is the word of God! All of the pt;ophets in both Old and New
Testaments delivered their messages under the influence of the
Spirit of God. 2 Peter 1: 21: "For no prophecy ever came by the
will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the
Holy Spirit." All of the writers of tll.e Bible were inspired of
God. "All scripture is inspired by God and pr.ofitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for ever good
work." (2 Tim. 3:16, 17, Revised Standard Version).
Articles concerning the Holy Spirit can become quite voluminous, due to the greatness of the theme and the multiplicity of
' questions engendered. A brief discussion, however, of his relationship to the apostles, to Cornelius, and to the early church
will be given later.
All of us will do well to heed the admonition of the apostle
-John, who wrote: · ''Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove
the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4: 1). Much written
and said today about the Holy Spirit was not inspired by him,
but false teachers.
Austin, Texas.

The Church of Christ Grows With Irving
Lewis Rogue
The history of the church of Christ, Delaware at Irving
Boulevard dates back to about 1893. Several families in the
surrounding communities decided to establish a congregation

"PROPOSED NEW CHURCH BUILDING"
of the church of Christ in Irving. When they began to meet
together, a ·Btother Bell, an elder of the church of Christ meeting at Pearl and Bryan in Dallas (the church still meets at
this location), visited with the congregation here one Lord's
day, and was asked to preach. This Sunday calls our minds
back to Pentecost; eight precious souls were baptized into·
Christ. Brother Bell was asked to preach in a meeting, he accepted. The result was that s.everal were baptized. During themeeting the church was organized with twelve charter m embers. Some of the leaders at that time· were Brethren Lum
and Charlie Clark. The church met in the old Lively school
building, then located on North Britain Road.
In the year of 1903, Mr. Otis Brown donated the present sit efor a church building. In 1928 the present building was erected.
The congregation, as well as all others, have had their problems, but all in all 'they have enjoyed a growth ever since.
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Preachers for the local congregations have been: Will W.
Slater, W. P. Skaggs, Ge9rge McCollum, Claud Smith, George
McCollum, Carl Spain, Jesse Powell, Monroe Tharpe, Hoyt
Bailey and Lewis Hogue. Lewis Hogue is the present minister.
Elders for the congregation who have served in the . past
are: Lum Clark, Henry Caster, H. ·c. Baker, C. G. Miller, Tom
Haley, Hoyt Wray, Oscar Tompkins, Ted Nicholas, W. B.
Denney, Perry Clack, C. E. Reno, and J. B. Stephenson. Present
elders are: Fred Hann, Leamon Crouch, Ralph Bell, K. L. Ford,
L. W. Wimbish, 'Sam McCollum, L. b. Brown, and F. A. Warden.
With the vision of the present elders they saw necessary to
start two morning worship services on Sunday. One service
is at 8:30 and the other at 11:00. Bible study is from 9:45 till
10:30. There are also Sunday night classes and worship services, and mid-week classes and worship service. The original
preacher's home has been converted into classrooms and a
nursery. The average attendance fo~· the past several months has
been over 300; in June, 306; July, 338; and August, 357. Last
Sunday, all records were broken with 381 attending Bible study.
Brother Thomas F. Sullivan is employed as full-time song director and has been working constantly with the young people
and .the Bible study.
At present we have eight elders, men with vision who intend to see the church grow as the city grows. A new building
is planned for the near future, also a hom e for the preacher
will be built soon. Then we will be looking forward to starting
another conhegation of the church of Christ in the city of
Irving. Along with the growth of the church of Christ at Delaware and Irving Boulevard, the East Side congregation is enjoying a tremendous growth. Last Sunday they broke all records with 259 in Bible study.
A radio program is conducted every Sunday morning at 7:45
through 8:00 o'clock over station KRRV, Sherman, Texas, 920
on your dial.

Paul- All Things To All Men
A. 'R. Holton
Paul's work was directed toward the two great divisions of
the hum an race in his day, the Jew and the Gentile. For the
Jews, Paul had to teach them to overcome pride of heart. The
Jews were complacent, especially the Pha-risees, and complacency
in a great danger. The Jewish people had failed to resPt>nd to
their unique blessings. As a nation, they were proud but had
failed in the purpos.e for which God had chosen them. They
took great pride in the law, but no one could keep the law perfectly. They talked much about the Messiah but rejected Christ
as being the Messiah. The New Testam ent is filled with references as to how the early church met these difficulties. Paul's
position in reference to his J ewish brethren was that they had
fallen short in .t hat they had 1~ejected the Messiah. Paul does
not admit that he is in error but he insists that his fellow Jews
have missed the great thing tha,t God had prepared for them.
But Paul had also to do much work with the pagans of his
day. The great failure in paganism was that they had never
closely related religion a.n d morals. There were pagans longing for a better life. They, along with the J ews, somehow did
not have the power to live as they wanted to live. It was here
that Christianity cam~ in to say that to have Christ in you
and to put on Christ was tp have the power. Paul said over
and over again, "I can do all things through him who strengthaneth me." Paul had to insist on the reality of sin and the
way of redemption. Stephen in Acts 7 is a great speech on
the failure of the Jewish people. A failure due to the fact
that they did not accept Christ. They did not accept the fulfillment of their own prophets. They did not accept the power
that would enable them to live. John the Baptist came to the
people with his great emphasis on repentance. A message that

was not heeded in many instances on account of deaf ears and
blinded eyes. Complacency and pride had c}{)sed the ears of
many people to the de~and of John to repent. They felt that
they had no need of repentance.
Paul uses four great human pictures to illustrate what he
means when he says that Christ in you is the hope of glory.
For instance, he uses the illustration of adoption. The ancient
world knew many instances of a slave being adopted into the
family of the owner. Being thus adopted, he had all the privi~
leges of a son and was heir to the fortune. That was what
Christ had done for us. We had been adopted. And again he
uses t.h e illustration of redemption as in 1 Cor. 7:23: .. Ye are
bought with a price." The ancient world was familiar with the
scheme of money being received in exchange for freedom. These
early preachers of Chnstianity made use of this figure of
~peech in telling us that Christ had redeemed us. Another picture ·was reconciliation. People knew what it was to see friends
embittered against each other and then some mutual friend
acting as a go-between would bring about reconciliation. This,
Paul says, is what happened in the case of humanity. Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, anc\ a fellowman with us, acts as- mediator between God and m!m, thus bringing about recond1iation. And Paul speaks in 2 Cor., 5th chapter, about the word
of reconciliation. Jesus. had told his disciples to go into all the
world to preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved. It was this Commission of our
Lord that was the wol.'d of reconciliation. Another illustration
used by Paul was justification. This is a courtroom procedure.
J esus had said in the parable of the· prodigal son that when
the father saw the son returning, he ran to meet him and put
on him new clothes. And so it is Paul states in 2 Cor. 5:21
that Go clothes us with righteousness. In other words, in our
obedience to him we are justified and he. places upon us the
cloak of righteousness. In Romans 8:1, we have the statement,
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ J esus, who walk not after the fl esh but after the
Spirit." This is another statement using this great picture. The
condemned has been given freedom. There is no condemnation
to them which are in Christ. Verse 29 of the same chapter
is the same thought. We are conformed to the image of his
Son and those who are ade in the image of his Son he called
he justified, and the justified are also glorified.

Response To The 10th. Century Christian
From Boys In Service
M. Norvel Young
These letters have come from boys who received a complimentary year's subscription from Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Rogers.
Other boys would like to have a similar gift. Would you like
to send one or ten a year's subscription? We make it at the
special club rate of $1.25. We can furnish the names and addresses and send a gift with your name on it.
"I had nowhere to worship while in Korea, and literature
such as you subscribe for me, along with the little Testament
I have, are the only means I had of securing spiritual knowledge. I thank you for this much appreciated gift."-Charles R.
Barker.
"Thanking you . . . I'm acquainted with the magazine, but
did not have a, subscription. A friend and myself started a
meeting in Seoul and now have six or eight meeting with us.
I'm preaching for the small congregation now and upon returDing to the States I hope to be able to give some talks on mtssionary work in the Flir East."-Lem 0. Rogers.
"I ~an never thank you enough for your generosity, for you·
have brought the congregations at home to me through the
20th Century Christian. My home congregation is in San Bernardino, California, and for the past five years I have been
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g1vmg serious thought to becoming a preacher. Your giving
this subscription at a time when I needed it most ... has convinced me that the need is great and the field is open. I plan
to enter Abilene Christian College in September, 1954."-James
E. Webb.
"It helps furnish the spiritual food that is so badly needed.
I'm the only member of the church on this base and good lit.erature has to take the place of the Christian fellowship I've
:aiways been accustomed to."-Bill Scott.
"I always get a spiritual uplift from reading the inspiring
:articles in it. You will no doubt be interested to know that
there is a small group of Christians meeting here in Iwakuni,
Japan. May I suggest two friends for gilt subscriptions?"Kenneth W. Rich. ·
.
"I wanted to thank you personally for the fine gift of the
20th' Century Christian. I also wish to commend you on the
articles which appear on the back cover. I have received much
benefit and inspiration from them. I feel the 20th Century
Christian is one of the finest publications of its kind in print
today . . ."-Eugene Ruckman.
"You will never know how good it made me feel, here in a
land where seemingly I am the only Christian for miles, to receive a gift like this, which seems to be a gift of uplifting inspiration .. . May you rest assured you have done your part,
now may God guide me through mine. I'm sure he will, for,
'I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid
pefore me' (Psalms 119 :30)."- Rolland W. Fritz in Korea.

Just Across The Street
r

F. L. Paisley
I

'Insignificant subjects might house a great deal of valuable
truth. · Two churches meet just across the street from each
. other (in many places). One meets -in a large brick 'or stone
house; the other in a modest frame building. Often the one in
the finer building labels itseif as "First Church."
The preacher for the "First" church is "located" for and .
:with them by some sort of authority over them outside their
membership. They have nothing to say as to whom they want.
But the church across the street selects its own preacher by
mutual agreeme.nt with him. This church has M authority on
earth over it.
The "First" , church has a little manual, or discipline, which
outlines what the church believes and practices. The preacher
must abide by the general rules of the little book, or face some
higher authority for insubortlination. The church across the
street also has a little "discipline" or book of rules. The preacher
has no one over him, nor does the church over it, to tell them
to abide by that discipline. It is properly called the New Testament. It is full of instructions and rules as to what to teach,
believe, do and be. Both preachers are so bound by the authority
of their respective disciplines that they are cramped and embarrassed when departing from them. The "First" church
preacher can omit all doctrines peculiar to his church and give
moral lectures, and the church thinks he is a "great preacher."
But the one across the street is so bound by conscience to
preach the Lord's distinctive truth that some regard him as
narrow a~d bigoted. They regard, him as :1 "fighter" of
"other denominations." The truth is, his discipline, the New
Testament, is so plainly opposed to all denominations that he
must speak boldly and plainly, even at the cost of being misrepresented.
For instance, the "Fii'st" church preacher freely refers to
the people for whom he preaches as "my church." His every
reference to them is 'by that t erm. And he means it! And he is
right! It is his church. It is not mentioned in the whole Bible,
nor in any history for many centuries after the Bible. was written. He knows this is true, but will not at all tell his people
who know nothing about either the Bible or history. But the
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preacher across the street never uses the term "my church"
except when quoting the Lord in Matt. 16:18. Jesus only had
right to claim the church which he purchased as his own. Let
careless "Christians" wake up and stop their inexcusable reference to the church a.s "our church . ~' This writer denies belonging to anything any man can call "my church."
The "First" church preacher, if he chance to refer to some:
thing he calls "baptism," will talk of sprinkling or pouring
a little water on the head of a person. And his practice is invariably in harmony with his speech. No, he never tries to
show a Bible command or example of such an act. Why should
he, since the Bible is not the ' book he even pretends to follow
in such actions? He will slyly tell one he thinks he can make
void inquiry further that "baptism may be performed any of
three ways, but sprinkling is much more convenient for us."
But the preacher across the street is bold, and the church :will
back him in saying that "baptism" has a very definite meaning, and a certain act is necessary to meet that meaning-that
"sprinkle" does not mean "pour" and neither of them means
"baptism." He says that "baptism" never did mean anything
less than a burial or immersion. He cites Rom. 6:3, 4 and Col.
2:12, besides the example of the Lord's baptism a'n d that of
the man in Acts 8. Each "went down into .the water," was baptized therein, and "came up out of the water." He in!?ists that
no man has right to select some more "convenient" act that
is entirely foreign to the one the Lord commands. Worse still,
to call that humanly authorized act the one Christ commanded.
The preache1: in the big building says that the whole doctrine of baptism, as is the act, is wholly non -essential anyway.
"Baptism is just a command," he assures one easily beguiled,
and he means that "just a command" does. not need be done at
all. But the preacher across the street teaches openly that "all
authority in heaven and on earth" is behind, over, above and
in the command to be baptized, Matt. 28:19, 20, and that salvation is promised therein, Mark 16 :16, and that one who does
not believe it "shall be damned."
The "First" church preacher would call this sort of teaching
"water salvation" doctrine. While so saying, he will take a few
drops of water and sprinkle them upon the head of an innocent,
unconscious infant whose parents he can deceive into such mistreatment of a baby. Yes, he knows that a little water is all
that baby received, but he continues to blaspheJlle God's command by calling it "water salva,tion."
The preacher across the street insists that God requires
all persons being baptized to "believe" and understand what
and why they so do. He refuses to 'do anything called "baptism"
when such understanding is not possible. He insists that in all
the Bible no person had water sprinkled or poured upon him
for any religious purpose, and that no infant was ever "baptized" as a religious act. The "First" church preacher will not
at all under~ake to disprove the claim so made.
There are many other examples of differences between the
churches just across the street from each other. They can all
be totaled under the one difference as to whether or not the
Bible is supreme . authority iu. religion. The "First" church
preacher says that it is not-that human wisdom and liberty
should dictate many of the doctrines and practices of the day.
The preacher in the modest meeting house denies this is true
and cites such verses as the following: "Ye shall not add to the
word 'I command you;· n~ither s'hall ye diminish from it" (Deut.
4:2). "What thing soever I command you, that shall ye observe to do; thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it"
(Deut. 12:32). "All the words I command thee to speak unto
them, diminish not a word" (Jer. 26:2). "But though we, or an
angel from heaven, should preach unto you any other gospel
than that we preached unto you, let him be anathema (accursed)" (Gal. 1:8, 9). "I testify unto every man that heareth
the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book. And if any man shall take .away from the
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words of the book of this proppecy, God shall take away his
part from the tree o.f life, and out of the holy city, which are
written in this book" (Rev. 22:18, 19).
Upon which side of the street do you worship God?

Four Confessions
J. C. Choate
The word "confession" is .very prominent in the New Testament. As a matter of fact there are four types of confessions
found therein. The purpcse of this study is to discuss the four
different kind of confessions.
1. The good confession or th'e confession made by the alien
sinner in obeying the gospel. .B ible students know that the
scripture advocates a strict obedience to God. Furthermore, in
obeying God, an alien sinner is expected to hear the gospel, to
believe the truth, to repent of all sins, to confess Christ before men, and finally t_o obey God by being baptized into
Christ (Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:6; Luke 13:3; Matt. 10:32, 33;
Rom. 6:3).
We note that in , obeying the gospel, that confession is found.
Likewise, confession is just as important as any other co:lhmand
found in the worq of God. Christ said, "Whosoever therefore
shall · confess me before men, him will I confess also before
my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me
before men, h.im will I also deny before my Father which is
in heaven" (Matt. 10:32, 33). Within this language ,Christ
makes two promises: (1) . Those who confess him before men;
they will be confessed before the Father in heaven: (2) Those
who deny the Lord before men will be denied before the Father
in heaven. Several points might al::;o be listed in connection
with the Lord's statement: (a) Whosoever will confess-man
is a free moral agent (Matt. 11:28-30). (b) Confession to be
made before men: (c) Shall be blessed of the Lord in that he
will confess the faithful before the Father. (d) Whosoever
· shall deny the Lord- that is, to reject the Lord (Rom. 6:23).
(e) Those who reject the Lord shall be rejected in the day of
judgment. Thus, we see that confession is of the utmost importance.
Paul said, ''For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. 10:10). Notice, (1) Confession to be made,- (2) Witli
the mouth, (3) Unto salvation.
Now an example of such a confession. After Philip had
preached Christ unto the eunuch, then, "Philip .said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God" (Acts
8:37). After making the good confession, the eunuch completed
hi1s obedience to God by being buried with the Lord in baptism. Now notice what h appened : (1) The· eunuch heard the
truth. (2) He obeyed the truth. (3) Then he went on his way
rejoicing.
From these three scripture readings we learn that salvation
is obtained after complete obedience (Gal. 3:26, 27). In other
words, we do not read in God's word that souls are to confess
that they are saved and then go on from there. Paul said,
"Confess unto salvation." That is, going in the direction of;
not having yet obtained. After Chr.ist has been confessed, then ..
one is baptized into salvation (Rom. 6:3; 2 Cor. 5:17). Have
you made that wonderful confession yet? If not, do so 'soon.
"Behold now is the accepted, time; today is the day of salvation."
2. The confession of an erring child of God. Sometimes
mistakes are made, and bad ones at that. It is certainly sad
to see a child of God depart from the faith. But when such
occurs, the Bible plan is to be followed completely. James said,
"Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a right-

eous man availeth much" (James 5:1'6 ). Hence, (1) Confess
your faults before men, (2) And pray one f01; another, (3) That
ye may be healed.
Now for an example from the Bible. "And when Simon saw that
through laying on of the · apostles' hallds the Holy Ghost was
given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also this power,
that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy
Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee;
because thou hast thought that the gift' of God may be· purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive
that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of
iniquity. Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord
. for me, that none of these things which ye have· spoken come
upon me" (Acts 8:18-24). Another example is found in Luke
15, the Parable of the Prodigal Son.
3. The Christian confession. This confessicn is very important. As Christians, we are not only expected to confess
Christ with the mouth, but with our life also.
Peter said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God"
(Matt. 16:16). Hence, Peter confessed Christ, also, the divinity
of Christ. "Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him no-t
be ashamed; but let him glorify God oE. this behalf" (1 Peter
4:16).
We are commanded to walk in the steps of Christ in all -that
we say or do (1 Peter 2:21). Christ said, "Let your light se
shine before men, that they may see your good works; and
glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 5:16).
4. All . shall confess to God. There are many enemies of the
~ible. Some people do not even believe in God. Others reject
Christ as the Son• of God. Still others follow religiqus doctrines of men. But there is a day co!Iling, "For it is. written, As
I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
to~gue shall confess to God" (Rom. 14:11).

Is It Wrong To Control Moneyl
.

L. P. Bennett
,

.

.

Matthew 16:26: "For what is a man profited, if he s):J.all gain
the whole world and lose his own soul? Or; whdt shall a mal)
give in exchange for his soul?"
To my mind some. speakers have left the wrong impression
concerning this statement. They have left the impression that
it is wrong to control wealth. In 1 Tim. 6 :10, we read, "For the
love of money is the root of aH evil; which while some .:oveted
after, they have ~rred from the faith, and pierced themsei.ve13
through with many sorrows." I don't love money, but I' do
love to do things that it takes money to do forl the cause
of Christ. It is right that we should expose evil, at all times
and. everywhere, but at the same time; we should show that
good can come through the same channel i1 one reverses his
actions. If we leave the impression in teaching that it is wrong
to control money _then we em~ourage slothfulness, which Jesus
condemns in Matthew 25:26, "Take therefore the talent from him
and give it to him which hath ten talents." Verse 28, "And
cast ye the unprofitable servant · into outer darkness; there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
The' case of the good Samaritan who picked up the man
that was beaten and left for dead, shows that he no doubt
controlled considerable wealth. He had a beast . of burden, he
had wine and oil to use in helping the mah and he had credit
at the inn. But he used it in the right way. I do not think for
a minute that he loved money, but he must have loved to do
the things that it takes money to do. The men that went by
on the other side lost their souls if th ey did not mend their
ways. They loved their money and cared nothing for humanity.
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Remember Jesus said, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."
Ananias and Sapphira loved their money so much that they
lied to the Lord about it (Acts 5:4). · I am .sure they lost their
~ouls. I never pretended to have given all I have and I expect
to have more, but I ,expect to continue to do things for the
cause of Christ in humanity that it takes money to do.
l\[oney is only a medium of exchange and if I can exchange
lt for brotherly and neighborly -and friendly love and for institutions of spiritual training and education and for spreading
the gospel and for caring for orphans and the aged, sick and
the afflicted, and to feed the poor, clothe the naked, and help
build houses of worship, I will be happy to be able to control
it.
It is my desire to live decently with all men and to bring
my children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord
and after I have done this, and continue to do this to the best
of my ability, I do not think that ft matters as to the amo'u nt
·of money that I have. But if em the other side of the picture
you use your money for · selfish purposes and for the lust of
the flesh and to aid the evil and care for nothing but your
money and tile evil joys that it will buy for you, then you
have lqst your soul.
Do not understand me to say that you can buy your way
to ·eternal rest. You cannot do this. But it does take money
to do some things that God has commanded us to ' do. God
through Christ has devised a plan by which we shall be saved.
Heb:reJN:S 11:6, "But without faith it _ls impossible to please
him, for he that cometh to God must believe that he is and
that he is a · rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Rom.
10:17, "So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the
word of God." Luke 13_:3, "I tell you nay but except ye repent
ye .shall all likewise perish." Matthew 10:32, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him wiH I confess before
m¥ . Father who is in heaven." Mark 16 :16, "He that believeth ·
and is baptized shal·l be saved, but he that believeth not shall
be damned."
·
Af~er obeying from the heart that form of doctrine, you
are in· Christ, in his body, the church and then every good
deed is credited and every bad deed ~s charged in the book of
life.

May I m.ake an appeal to all who read this? Friends, obey
the gospel. Be baptized into Christ, his body, the church, and
then you will be rewarded and the good you do will redouna
to the glory of the Lord. If you refuse to do this, you will not
be rewarded for the good deeds that you do. I like to see
e~er-yone get a return on his iljvestment. You may say that
is being too commercially minded. Bless y_our soul, if I were
rp.ajoring in business administration, I would take· the New
Testament as my textbook. It gives more and promises more
in the future thaH all the other books combined. Here we can
s'e~ the highwa-ys of faith, an honest heart, a candid hearing
and a searching . investigation. I trust that this message will
help·_ you to properly use the money God may give you in this
world.
Hale Center; Texas.

More Spiritual Food
M. Norvel Young
It has been encouraging to nodce how many persons responded to our recent paragraph about getting a good religious periodica l in~o every Christian home. Here are a few
suggestions on why each family should have several worthy
spiritual papers in its home.
1. We are a pa1t of what we read .. Most of us read the daily
newspaper or listen to the news on radio or TV. If we do not .

receive any. regular news concerning the growth of the church
around the world our diet is unbalanced. The more wOithwhile news concerning the churches of the Lord the more
interest we will have in the kingdom's expansion.
2. Our children need to become more interested in the
church. The news section of such a paper as the Gospel Advoc.a te, Firm Foundation or Christian Chronicle will help keep
them abreast of activities in the church around the world.
3. Some Christians do not hesitate to say that they do not
have time to re'a d a religious journal. In this they reveal their
taste for most of them read some papers or magazines. Many
belong to book clubs and bring into their homes literature they
would be ashamed to read in the presence of the whole family.
Let us cultivate our taste for spiritual literature.

4. Some say they canriot afford the cost of a religious magazine or paper. Surely they do not mean this in most instances. Why not let the daily paper drop for a month? The
average price for it will pay for the ·religious journal for a
year. Brethren, let us who are spiritual encourage the average member to take one or more wholesome religious journals.
Why not' make up a club today for the Firm Foundation, Gospel Advocate, 20th Century Christian, Christian Woman, or
Christian Chronicle, to mention a few?

SPECIAL RENEWAL RATES
FOR OCTOBER.. 1953
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This new book must be seen to be fully appreciated. Every chapter is filled with the richest gems of thought on spiritual things.
It is a veritable treasure house of inspirational matter on the great
themes of the Bible. Every subject considered is presented in
simplicity, clearness and power. One is impressed that LOVE for
lost souls is the controlling 'purpose of the writer. The approaclt
on all the great subjects considered is one of kindness, sym110thy
and a desire to help.
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M. .Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
1

Investigate tlle Plea for Undenominational
Christianity

Everyday we read about Senate and House investigations.
Although some investigations may be poorly conducted the idea
of investigating for the truth is certainly sound. The Bible
teaches. us to prove all things and hold fast to that which is
good. When Paul reached Rome the Jews there showed themselves fair by investigating his plea for "the kingdom of God."
They said "We desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest; for
as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken
against" (Acts 28:22).
Too many people pass judgment on the basis of prejudice or
emotional bias. Too few people are willing to investigate.
These Jews thought that Christianity ~as a "sect" of Judaism.
They had heard many criticisms of it. Yet, they were openminded enough to find out for themselves from one of the
preachers of the gospel.
Let me take this lesson as an opportunity to plead with each
reader to investigate the claims of Christ for yourself. Do
not be content to make the most important decision of your life
without thoroughly considering the eViden.ce. Read your New
Testament. Study especially one of the gospels such as Matthew, or John, and then the book of Acts. Then investigate the
plea being made by the churches of Christ to return to simple
New. Testament Christianity.
Many citizens in our nation have turned away from Christianity because they have observed the divisions brought about
by men. They have heard criticisms made against the church,
the body of Christ, the kingdom. Too often they have not been
willing to stop and investigate themselves.
We are convinced that God has revealed himself in the person of his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. We believe that
the Holy Spirit has given us the inspired guide in the Bible.
We believe it is possible today to go back behind all of the
doctrines and dogmas of men and go to Jesus Christ and his
teaching. The word of God is the seed of the kingdom, and
when we accept that word in our hearts and obey it we can be
born again of the water and of the Spirit just as the 3,000

.Preachers Of Today
Brother N. B. Hardeman who lives at 309 White Avenue,
Henderson, Tennessee, was born at Milledgevihle, Tennessee,
May 18, 1874. He married Miss Joanna Tabler and to them
three children were born. Several years after her death he was
married to Miss Annie Brown. He was baptized in 1892 by
Brother R. P. MeekS and began preaching at Enville, Tennessee, fifty-four years ago in the year 1898. In .addition to public
schools h eattended West . Tennessee Christian College and
Georgie Robertson Christian College.
Brother . Hardeman never served as local preacher but did
much evangelistic preaching and much work in the field of
Christian education. Although he wrote occasionally for the
leading brotherhood papers his chief writing is to be found in
·the published volumes 1 of his sermons and debates. Five volumes of his Tabernacle Sermons were published by the Gospel
Advocate Company between the years 1922-1928. The Hardeman- .
Bogard Debate, on the "Plan of Salvation" and the HardemanBoswell Debate, on "Instrumental Music," were printed. He al-

did on the day of Pentecost, the birthday of the church.
By taking Christ as our only creed, the Bible as our only
rule of faith we believe we can work together in fr~e, independent local congregations · just as the early Christians did.
We can worship in the same manner they did. ·we believe God
will save us and add us to the church when we believe in his
Son Jesus Christ and trust in him, repenting of our sins and
being buried with him in baptism to rise and walk a new life
(Acts 2:47). God will bless all who will obey his Son and
do his will!
Investigate this plea !for undenominational Christianity.
Living for Christ is a .seven-day-a-week proposition. Deny
yourself and take up your cross and follow him. Like Paul,
when your pilgrimage here is over you can say: "Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing"
(2 Tim. 4).
FURTHER USE OF THESE ARTICLES
M. Norvel Young
It will interest the readers of the Firm Foundation to know
that the series of articles appearing each week on this p_age
are also being published in over 50,000 copies · of the daily
newspaper, the Avalanche-Journal in Lubbock, Texas. They are
run in the form of a news column so as to look as much like
such a column as possible and as little like an advertisement.
The paper c'boperates in allowing it to be run without any notice
of its being a paid advertisement. In this way many more people will read it.
Recently, the church at State College, Pennsylvania, decided
to run these articles, with appropriate changes for their town,
in their local newspaper. Also the church at. Rockport, Texas,
ran a series in their weekly paper. Newspaper articles are an
effective medium of reaching many people who will not attend the services. Most newspapers will give churches a reduced rate (which as a rule is not true of radio stations). Perhaps other churches might like to · run these or other articles
of their own in their local .paper. If there are other series running at the present time we would like to hear about them.

so engaged in seven debates with Mr. Perick on the "Plan of
Salvation.," between the years 1910-1920 but these debates
· were not published. Brother Hardeman has preached by radio
numbers· of times when in meetings in various parts of the
country. At present he accepts approximately ten meeting invitations per year.
Perhaps Brother Hardeman is most widely known in the
brotherhood for his long -time presidency of Freed-Hardeman
College whose name bespeaks his connectio~ With the school.
The five cit)"-wide meetings held in the Ryman auditorium in
Nashville have also commended Brother Hardeman to thousands
of people. Many heard Brother Hardeman deliver his lecture
on the "Holy Land" after his return from a trip to the Bible
lands in the ,year 1923. Brother Hardeman can be contacted
permanently through Mrs. C. M. Foy, Henderson, Tennessee.The above sketch appears in abbreviated form as· one of 1350
biographical sketches in Preachers of Today; Price $3.50. Order
from the Firm Foundation.
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SIN-ITS RESULTS AND REMEDY
To God's ancient people the prophet said: "B eilwld Jehovah's
hand is not sh01·t ened that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy
that it cannot hear: but yo1tr iniquities have separated between
you ancl your God, and your sins have hid his tace from you,
so that he will not hear" (I sa. 59: 1, 2) ,

The sins and iniquities of the people separate them
from GOO, and trouble, sorrow, pain, suffering and
misery always come, and in forms intensified progressively, in separation from God. This is true in the personal and private life of every individual and none
the less true among the nations of earth. Happiness
and holiness are states or conditions of existence that
are fundamentally and eternally associated, the one
with the other. There can -be no happiness, in the
truest and loftiest meaning of the term, apart from
holiness, and there can be no holiness in alienation
from God. Even the chastening experiences of life-personally or in groups-individually, nationally and
internationally-we are assured by the pen of inspiration, inay be fo.r our profit, if we are profitably exercised thereby, because it can result in our happiness
and glory, by our becoming partakers of the divine
Father's holiness. Then, "Follow after pea,ce with all
men, and the sanctification without which no man
can see the Lord," is the urge, .the admonition, and the
exhortation of the illustrious and -peerless ·Paul the
apostle and messenger of the Lord to bring joy, hope
and happiness to the Gentiles. Refer to the book of
Hebrews, chapter 12:10-14. Sin is man's worst enemy.
Persistent sin becomes man's ruin and mal).'s destruction. Real happiness is attainable only in a condition
of harmonious relationship with God. But sin is heinous
and intolerable, in heaven's sight, and no one can
possibly approach the mercy seat where Jehovah answers prayer, all burdened with sin. Our labors are
vain, our efforts are unfruitful, our prayers are unanswered because sin lieth at the door: Men come to
God with lip-service, but their hearts are far from
God. Their lives in sin betray the profession they
make in words. God turns away from them not because his hand is shortened that it cannot save, nor
his ear heavy that it cannot hear, but because man
has alienated himself from God by wicked works.
And nations are made up of men. And as are the men
of whom the nations are composed, so are the nations
themselves. A good and righteous nation must be one
composed of good and righteous people. Righteous,
good and holy people do not make a wicked nation;
and wicked people do not ma~e a good nation. God
turns away from people who turn away from him.
To his ancient people he said: "Ah sinful nation, a
people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children that deal corruptly! they have forsaken Jehovah,
I
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they have despised the Holy ' One of Israel, they are
estranged and gone backward" (Isa. 1 :4).
Go to the 28th chapter of the book of Deuteronomy,
where Moses, the great and illustrious lawgiver of
ancient Israel, recited in terms of the most impelling
pathos and eloquence the national greatness and power
of God's nation-his peculiar people--if they would
turn from all sin, from wickedn~ss, and from the
idolatries of the pagan nations, and keep all the commandments, ordinances and laws of the great Jeho- vah which he had made known to them through Moses
from Mount Sinai. "Jehovah shall cause thine enemies
that rise up against thee to be smitten before thee.
They shall come out before thee one way, and shall
flee before thee seven ways" (v. 7). "But it shall come
to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of
Jehovah thy God, to observe to do ali' his commandments and statutes which I command thee . . . Jehovah will cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies ; thou · shalt go out one way against them, and
shalt flee seven ways before them: and thou shalt ~
tossed to and fro among all the kingdoms of the earth"
(vs. 15-26). And all the details of this prophecy have
, been fulfilled in the history of this unhappy people
because of their departure from God, their defiance
of his laws, and their persistence in sin, which thing
separated them from the saving power of the great
Jehovah who is mighty to save.
And in the day in which we live-shall our nation
and our people be chastised because the sins of the
people are a stumbling block preventing us from receiving the blessings of God's goodness, beneiolence
and mercy which he is abundantly able and willing,
graciously, to bestow? Ah, my friends, the church today has a most wonderfully important service to perform. "Blessed is the nation whose God is Jehovah, the
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance"
(Psalm 33 :12).
As citizens, and particularly as members of the
church of the living God, we- should exercise all pos·sible influence within our reach to /;lee to ilt that our
nation has before it the fear of God with reference to
all his religious· appointments and his commandments.
E,very individual Christian should look into his own
life and teaching, and bear in mind that God's children
are the salt of the earth-and they are the salt of our
nation-and the saving power in the great national
problems to be solved at this time by our president,
our rulers and our leaders upon whose shoulders fall
the tremendous responsibility of the administration
of government. They need and should receive our prayers and, not only this, but that cooperation in virtue
of all the excellencies of life and character that distinguish the children of God and adorn their lives,
and ~ti.alify them for saving men from demoralizing
sin.
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"Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight
"' is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night." So· says the psalmist in Psalm
1:1, 2. Pre-eminent blessing and happiness is the lot
• of those who turn away from evil and walk in the law
of the Lord. In this way only may we expect the removal of sin which separates people and nations from
the benevolence of propitious heaven.
The name of the Christ is Jesus which means
"saviour" and was given by the heavenly messenger
because it was he who would save people from their
sins. Sin pollutes, destroys, and brings unutterable disaster to men· and nations. Covenant relationship with
the Christ brings, first of all the forgiveness of sins
committed, their utter obliteration, their removal, their
blotting out completely, as an obstacle between man
and God.
This possibility of freedom from sin, comes through

Guild To Do Evangelistic Work ·tn Norf~wesf
Claude A. Guild resigned as minister for the Riverside churGh
in Ft. Worth, Texas, to become effective not later than June
1. Announcement was made to the congregation at Riverside
on August 30. Claude Guild
will move to Portland, Oregon, where he will be associated with the new East
Side Church of Christ and
will serve as Vice President
of Columbia Bible School.
Brother Guild will be available for a number of gospel
meetings each year. The
church in Portland, as well
as Columbia Bible School,
feels very fortunate in securing the services of Brother Guild because of his ability as a builder and worker
in the church and we feel
that few young men among
us are better known for
their soundness and zeal than
Claude Guild. His coming to
Claude A. Guild
Portland will be a great
contribution to the church as
well as to Columbia Bible School. We appreciate the generosity
and unselfishness of the members and elders of the church at
Riverside for permitting Brother Guild to come to Portland and
help us in the work to be done in this great field. There were
many tears in the congregation at Riverside when the· announcement was made because Brother Guild is known and
loved for his works' sake in the Ft. Worth area. Not only
are the brethren in Ft. Worth permitting him to come to the
Northwest but they are sending him to do evangelistic work
in this area, and supporting him for five years in the church
work that he does in this field.
Below is a letter of recommendation and endorsement by the
elders of the church of €hrist in Riverside, Ft. Worth, Texas,
where Brother Guild has been laboring for the past five years:

the terms and conditions of the great commission in
which our Saviour requires that the people must hear,
believe and obey the gospel in its terms requiring
faith, repentance, confession of the name of Christ
and being baptized in his name for the remission of
sins. Thus purified, every servant remains pure and
free from the penalty of sin in a life of faithfulness
to the Master. "What shall the end be of them that
obey not the gospel of God?" is the interrogatory of
the apostle Peter, and Paul says: "To you who are
troubled, rest with us when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God a1;1d obey not the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this da;y of trouble, sorrow, distress, anguish and death, let us set
ourselves assiduously, devotedly, persistently and ceaselessly to the task of looking to God, trusting in him,
turning to him, becoming obedient to his holy commands and requirements. He is mighty to save and
will deliver us if we will put our trust in him. Amen.
TO WHOM THIS MAY COME:
This will recommend to your. Christian fellowship and confidence our brother, Claude A. Guild, who has been local fulltime minister with this congregation for the past five years.
We are sending him into evangelistic labors in the Northwest, with our blessing and support. He has proven to be an
able and zealous worker, having accomplished for this congregation more than any other who has served it. We would
gladly have him remain with us, but he feels bound in the
Spirit to go into more needy fields, and we are not selfish
enough to restrainhim.
We are therefore underwriting his personal support and
recommending him to you as a man of faith, zeal and deep
. conviction; well qualified to undertake carrying the pure gospel
to those that have not heard, to build up congregations, teaching them the Lord's methods of operation, and qualified to
raise funds for the support of Columbia Bible School on a
scriptural basis. This will be part -of his assignment. We just
as freely commend his wife Sammie. She is all to him that a
preacher's wife should be and shares credit for his success. They
have four well-trained children.-Signed, Elders, R. H. Banowsky, H. B. Bruce, Glen Holden, W. C. Sparkman, W. E. Stewart,
D. P. Shore, J. H. Tew.

SPECIAL RENEWAL RATES
FOR OCTOBER, 1953
Renewal for Firm Foundation, 1 year _________ $3.00
Renewal for Firm Foundation, 2 years --------- 4.00
Name -------------------------------------Address -----------------------------------Amount $---------- For---------------------To Firm Foundation, Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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George Tip.ps, 211 West Grand, Jackson,
Tennesse e, Octob.e r 3: Five baptisms, four
restorations, and two to be identified In a
wonderfully att ended meeting at Humboldt,
T e nn ess ee. Buford Holt preaches for this
15ood church, and was a capable and congenT.
J,
Ruble,
303
E·
.
3rd,
Belton,
Texas,
OcA. R . Holton, 4801 16th N. W., Washingial co-worker during the meeting. Tommy
ton, D. C., October 5: Seven additions to tober 5: Recently two have been baptized, Nicks did his usual good job with the teachthe 16th Street church of Christ, Washing- two restored, and two have placed member- ing and worship in song.
ton, D. C., during the month past.
ship here with the Belton congregation.
W . Hnllhlay Trice, 67 Waller Street, San
Ross W. Dye, 408 N. Marshall, Oklahoma
Levoy Bivens, Box 734, Gadsden, Alabama, Francisco, California, October 6: Brother R.
Cit)S 10, Oklahoma, October 5: Two ~ere October 5:
Two additions yesterday; an F. Lyman, of Vallejo, preached for us at
baptized and three restored here yesterday. all-time high attendance for Bible School our mid-week meeting last week, and a
This makes one hundred and twenty who and for all the other services. Much in- young married woman was restored and
have responded in nine months.
terest and enthusiasm Is manifest in the placed membership.
At the close of our
Sunday morning service I baptized a young
congregation.
Trine Starnes, Box 6il2, Waco, Texas, Ocman. The work of the Lord moves along
tober 6: I am looking forward to meetings
RnYJnond Whittington, Carthage, Texas, very nicely at the Golden Gate congregation
with Central in Muskogee, Oklahoma, Octo- October 5: After two years and four months at 8th Avenue and Cabrillo Street. Pleas.e
ber 11-21, and Harris and Irving, San An- of very pleasant work with the church In send me the names of those who should, be
gelo, Texas, November 1-8. We have just Carthage, we are movin g to Premont, Tex- contacted.
1
begun our sixth year of mutual labors here ,as, November '1~. Interest has been good
0. c. Hartsell, 612 E1m, Street, Minden,
with Columbus Avenue. We are grateful here lately with record crowds last week. I
for the spiritual ·blessings that have ac- will be in a meeting a.t Broadus, Texas, Lou'i siana, October 7: Minden Is the Parish
companied ovr labors.
beginning October 19 and running through seat of Webster Parish. I am told In this
area there are 15,000 people. We have two
that week.
small congregations, one In Minden and one
o. C. Lnmltert, 1309-9th Avenue S. E.,
The church In Elsie, Nebraska, is inter- in Dixie Inn. Brother Elmer Gobble is the
Decatur, Alabama, October 7: The Somerville
evangelist out at Dixie Inn. I'm now with
Road church has now been in their new ested In locating a preacher. The tow.n is
the Minden church. Began with this church
air-conditioned brick building three weeks. very small and located in southwestern NeThere are about a dozen other September 1st. Brethren Wllhite, Starnes,
We are having additions every Lord's day. braska.
congregations
In this area.
The church Cheatam, Cochran, and others have helped
I will be with Sandusky church, near Birowns
a
sma.ll
baildlng
and
has
a member- this church regularly. In Christ's name we
mingham, Alabama, for a meeting beginpress forward to victory. In Christ's name
ning October 19. I expect to have my book ship of about 45. The right man could do
-:-Roman Catholicism Against Itself-ready a good work. Address all applications to we shall win.
Guy W. Sims, Jr., Box 58, Elsie, Nebraska.
for the press by Spring.
o, :ttl. Reynolds, Box 242, Leakey, Texas,
October 5: September 20-27 I was with the
Murrey
W.
Wl111on,
Bentonville,
Arkansas,
Tlce Elkln11, Alamogordo, New Mexico, Oc.good church at Carrizo Springs, of which
tober 6: I find that it Is out of my power October 7: Our work here has gotten off to Ralph Russell Is the capable minister, with
a
good
start.
We
have
recently
had
two
to put on another radio broadcast In Alavery fine audiences, fine Interest and one
mogordo. The church Is carrying on a two- to be baptized and three to place member- baptism. Edgar Furr, minister at Crystal
talk a week by the local minister, and the ship. We are now In a good meeting with City, led the song services well during the
station's time-for-sale is all taken except Brother F. I. Stanley from Midland, Texas, week-days. Brother Russell Is greatly loved
I begin a meeting and appreciated at Carrizo Springs, and Is
for such hours as are too difficult to use. doing the preaching.
I am returning all the money sent to me October 19th with the church of Christ In doing a good work. He preached to apprefor a new .broadcast, and thanking every Jane, Missouri. I would like to arrange ciative audiences here both Sundays of the
one heartily for the kindness shown In some meetings for 1954 In this area.
meeting; The Lord willing, we c"o nduct a
sending money for this purpose. May the
meeting here with home forces October 18Lord bless you all.
'
Glenn L. Wallace, ·6-73 E. N. 15th, Abilene, 25. The meeting had to be postponed dae
Texas, October 8: Closed a meeting with to the illness of Mrs. Reynolds and others.
Trumun Curney, 6152 S. Grand Blvd., St. the Burbank Gardens church in Grand PraiJack W. King, Box 15, Littlefield, Texas,
Louis, Missouri, October 5: On September rie, Texas. This !s a new congregation with
I began with the Littlefield
27th I closed my work with the Spring & a good meeting house, well equipped. They October 6:
Blaine congregation.
We have had more have more tban 200 members and are only Drive congregati<'n on September 1. Durthan seventeen years of profitable and pleas- two years old. Holland Boring, Sr., Is the ing the three weeks prior to my coming,
ant work together. The church is in good faithful preacher for this group. Work with with Ned Fairburn and Horace Busby
condition and will doubtles_s continue to do the College church In Abilene mo'\es for- preaching, the church had some forty regreat work for the Lord. Brother Wilson ward. My next meeting will be with Ponca. sponses. During my month with them we
have had seventeen more. Brother Norman
Wallace will succeed me In this work. My City, Oklahoma.
Gipson engaged Brother Ralph Gage in a
work will continue in the St. Louis area.
Oih·er C. Cunninghnn~, 406 Chestnut, four-night discussion on the Bible Class
Yesterday mark.ed the beginning of my work
with the church in Fugerson, Missouri, lo- Cookeville, Tennessee, October 8: In July question here recently which we believe
cated· at 702 S. Florrissant Blvd. If you Willow Street In Cookeville began an early will be productive of much future good. The
have friends whom you · would like for us to morning worship service on Sunday at 8:45, church here faces many problems but we
contact, please send their names and ad- In addition · to the 11 A.M. service. The at- look forward to a good work as It also seems
tendance at this early service is amazingly to have as great an opportunity as any
dresses.
fine. The Sunday Bible School last Sunday congregation that we know about.
Paul T. Du•run, Charleston, South Carolina, equalled the all time record of 221& set last
SUns Howell, Port Arthur, Texas, October
October 6:
Our meeting came to a close July, and the Dally Bible Readers set a new
Recently I helped the church meeting
last Wednesday evening with five baptisms all time record of 1(}19, or 48% of the total 7:
as the vismle fruits of the very fine man- attendance. on'e was baptized last Satur· at Ninth and Main Streets in San Angelo
in a very good meeting. Brother Wallace
ner in which Brother P. L. Manning of day.
Riffel, the local minister, had started the
Salisbury, North Carolina, presented the
Forrest Cltapman, 421 Highland, Albany, meeting and a number had been baptized
gospel. None could' be offended at his manner of preaching, but, rather they were Georgia, October 8: I have accepted the in- before I arrived. Visible results throughout
taught in such a manner that they came vitation to work with the River Street the entire meeting were nine baptisms, one
again and again to hear him. Neither did church of Christ ' in Valdosta beginning the restoration and one to place membership.
he shun to declare the whole counsel of God second Sunday In November. The Highland Brother Rif-fel is doing a very good work
at any time. The work moves on in Charles- Avenue congregation here In Albany will be with this newly established congregation.
ton having grown from 134 members to 175 in need of a full-time preacher at that time. I am now in a meeting with the Groves
since I came here last October 19th. Plans It is a congregation that any preacher would congregation In the Port Arthur area where
are now being made to establish a congre- do well to locate with. Peace and harmony Brother Earl Miller continues to ' do a very
gation in another section of this city. We prevail and there is a bright future for the good work. The meeting here is starting
will try to contact all whose names we re- church in this growing southern city. If off well with one ·baptism last night and
ceive from time to time who are located interested contact, L. D. Beasley, 1006 Lin- another tonight. I was here at this same
time last year.
coln Avenue, or phone 342~- W.
here.
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C. Howard Casada, Box 663, Tom Bean,
E. c. McKenzie, Box 1164, Montgomery,
Texas, October 5:
Yesterday m a rked the Alabama, October 5: Yesterday I b;gan roy
beg inning of our work with the congrega- fourth year with the · Catoma Street contion at this place. I was born in this com- gregation.
Our work together has been
munity and lived here several years as a very p l easant. The brethren have been very
boy. We a r e lookin g forward to a fine work loyal to the Lord a nd to me. The future
with these goo d p eop le.
se e ms quite promising.
Last night, two
placed membership with u s.
~1. R. Pllillips, Victoria, T exas, October 6:
Just c losed a very fine meeting in Mt. JuP . D. "\Villnetll, 808 Hamvasy Lane, Tyler,
dea, Arkansas, with seven baptisms. Began Texas, October 7: Four placed membership
last night in . Siloam Springs, Arkan sas, with with us the past two weeks. We are workBroth e r George B. Curtis and the good church ing feverishly fo r a great m eeting with
h ere. One r esponse the first service here. Elbridge Linn of Austin October 18-25. Those
People are r esponsive to the gospel. "The in this area are being alerted and inv ited to
fi e ld is indeed white unto the harv est." Let attend the m eeting.
Services will be at
us as laborers go now into the field.
12:10 Noon and 7:30 each evening. The writ e r will be with Basil Shilling and the Southc. B. Glasgow, Box 9()6> San F e lipe, Tex- side c hurch in Austin November 1-8.
as, October 7: After preaching two Lord's
days at Grub Hill, Hill County, to good
William B. Kuglln, 5()61 Cotton Avenue,
crowds, wife and I came back to South Caruthersville, Missouri: The meeting with
Texas, and went to Brookshire last Sun- Edward J. Craddock doing the preaching
day and heard Brother Charlie Metcalfe came to a close September 8th. Nine were
preach an extra good sermon to the church. baptiz ed and nine were restored. Brother
We visited Brother and Sister ·Joe Weave r J . B. Cox of Miami, Florida, was in charge
at Sealy yesterday. They heard me preach of the song service. We regret that it was
at View, near Abilene, for six years.
not possible for him to be with us the ten
days, but due to a.n emergency call he had
Claude A..· Guild, 27(H E. Belknap Street, to return to Miami. Both Brother Craddock
Ft. Worth 11, T e xas, October 9: There were and Brother Cox did a wonderful work while
10 responses to the invitation last Lord's here.
day at Riverside-one baptiz ed, three restored and six place d . membership.
The
J. Lo'Yd Rice, 400 E. 3rd Street, Casa Granchurch here is in the best shape it has been de, Arizona: We had a wonderful day here
in during the last five years. Brother Gary yesterday. One made confession · of faults
Scott, who is · ministering with me, is a at the morning services, and one was bapgreat asset.
Brother Weldon Bennett be- tize d last night. Our young people's class
gins a meeting with us October 18 (through at 6:30 Sunday evening is making progress.
25), services daily, 10:00 A.M. and 7:30 P.M. I s hall s tart a m ee ting Sunday, October 11,
a nd Brother Norman Kenner, of Chandler,
Rud,.- W)'att, Gatesville, ~exas , October Arizona, . will be here oon Monday night to
9: We ,have just concluded a meeting continue the m eeting over Sunday, October
at lOth and Saunders here in Gatesville, the 18.
We a re looking forward to a good
23rd of September, in which I did the preach- mee ting.
ing.
One was baptized, two restored and
three placed membership. I am to be in a
Hugll G. ~lurray, Box 314, Fowler, Cololectureship the 17th of this month at Val- rado, October 7: We have completed four
' ley Mills, T exas. T en were Dresen t for the years of work with the church here. Durservice f or the deaf service here the ing this time, we h a ve completed three class
third Sunday. This was somewhat less than rooms a nd a baptistry that is badly needed.
last time due to the fact that many who \lif e hav e worked "with our hands" for over
had been attending had gone back to school three years at secular work i'!l order to help
in Austin.
the church to , have thi s addition . We will
be open for full time work in a new field
Anyone that is interes t e d in my
IR. v. Wood, Box 482, Mission, Texas, Oc- s hortly.
tober 5: Two have been added to our work- ·s ervices in any way, may contact me as
I have been on th e "firing line"
ing force by baptism r ece ntly. The work above.
of the Lord mov es a long in a very satisfac- almost 20 years.
tory way. Attendance and int e rest are _in~lax T. Neel, Houston 23, T exas, October
creasing with each service. Despite some
5: The meeting h ere at Lawndale in which
false publicity circulated against the elders
I did the pr eaching was very encouraging.
and the church here, we take courage and
Th ere wer e ·ten responses.
Four of these
press on, giving to the Lord all the praise.
were baptisms, four res torat ions. Thr ee of
Water h as again come- to the Vall ey, and it
th e restorations were for m e mbership. The
would be a wonderful place for you to spend
morning after the meeting closed, I bapyour winter vacation. Pray for the work
tized a man whose wife placed m ember s hip
here.
Wednesday. Yesterday we had nine · to respo nd, two for baptism, seven restorations.
Ross 0. Spears, Bolivar, Missouri, October .Th e n this afternoon I baptized a young man
3: I have just returned from a very fine who h a d been a Baptist. Our work is very
meeting at Kansas City, Kansas, with the e ncouraging, for which we are grateful.
Argentine church of Christ where J . C. Davidson is the pr eacher and is doing a fine
Perry B. Cotllnm, 3709 Rosemont, Nashwork.
Three were baptiz ed · and one r e - ville, T e nn essee, October 7: I was recently
stored uniting thr ee families in the faith . with the Weber and Boulder Str eets church
Th e Argentine congregaton is located in a 'In Co lorado Springs, Colorado, in a. meeting
grow in g sect ion and plans are und erway to with Ray Wright, of Denver, as the song
erect a building on the basement auditorium leader. Thos. E. Cudd has done a fine work
where they are now meeting. My work at with this congregatio n . One was baptized,
Bolivar is to be resumed without break o n e identified and five r estored. Following
until next sum m e r . If you know of anyone ·this meeting I was with Harry E. Johnson
living in this area that I may contact or and the ch urch in Spur, Texas, for ten days.
a.nyone moving into this general section I One was ba·ptized and five restored in this
would appreciate your sending me the in- meeting.
Fred Gibson, preacher for the
formation. Just ad dress me at Bolivar, Mis- c hurch in Dickens, led the singing. I am
souri.
now with the East Hill church in Pulaski.,
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T ennessee, where Virgil Bradford serves as
l ocal evangelist. Paul Brown, of Lewisburg,
is directing the singing. From h e re I go
to Ft. Worth to be with my brother, Preston, and' the Meadowbrook church, and from
there to Wewoka, Oklahoma, November 1-11
and East Main, Shawnee, Oklahoma, November 15-22.
Ja,tnes D. Groves, 8234 Normile, D etroit 4,
Michigan: Two were immersed Wednesday,
September 30, as we closed· o ur ninth year
h ere at Vin ewood. Six hundred eighty-eight
responses h ave b een r~corded in that period.
One was baptized ·1as't Lord's d ay, two restored, and one identified.
Th e churches
here grown in numb e r and strength.
Herbert L. Coff~nnu, 1008 E. Franklin St.,
Hillsboro, Texas, September 30: On August
30, I started the work with the congregation here In Hillsboro.
In the month of
September, we've had six members,hips. At
present, we are complete ly renovating the
class rooms, and equipping them with new
chair-desks, blackboards, and maps. Looking
forward to a prosperous work for the Lord.
Frank Puck, Abilene, Texas, October 6:
C. R. Nichol of Clifton, Texas, was with the
Northside church, Abilene, Texas, in a meeting September 20-27. Brother Nichol preached
a wonderful series of sermons and was as
active in the meeting as a youth of 21. Our
crowds were very large; Interest was high
throughout the meeting. Four were baptized, three restored and eleven placed melil.b e rshlp.
We enjoyed Brother Nichol and
believe that his preaching would be good
for any congregjl.tion of New Testament
Christians.

o. c. Hnrtsell, 612 Elm Street, Minden,
Louisiana, October 8: Since beginning work
here with th e church five have placed membership and two , h_ave been restored. Last
Lord's day Brother Frazier and wife of Libe.rty Hill, T exas, took membership with us.
Th ey recently purchased a large ranch near
Sibley, Loui s iana, five miles south of Minden.
Th ese additions and restorations are
app reciate d. Siste r Hartsell recently underwent a minor operation in Thornton Minor
Hospital, Kansas City 9, Missouri. She is
soon to be bacl' hom e, we hope, and if it's the
Lord's will. We can do all things through
the Lord J esus Christ who g ives us strength.
Yo ur prayers are r e quested.
Luther W. ~lartin, 1009 Morr ell Avenue,
Rolla, Missouri, October 7: The church meeting in Rolla, Missouri, has asked that I submit this announcement to the Firm Foundation. Th e Rolla church desires to secure
the services of a full-time gospel preacher.
At present, th ey me et in a remodeled residence building, but h ave purchas e d and paid
for a corner lot upon which to build a new
building as finances permit.
The Rolla
congregation h as n ever had a preach e r to
work with them on a full-time basis. Howeve r, they participate with several other
Missouri churches in the sponsorship of a
daily gospel broadcast over KTTR, Rolla,
at 12:30 P.M. weekdays, and the Herald of
Truth at 8:45 A.M. on Sundays. Also, Rolla
is within 30 miles of Fort Leonard Wood,
which is a Military Reservation with a
fluctuating population of 30,000 · to 60,00'0
men. Members of the church conduct services at 150.0 hours each Lord's d ay afternoon on the Post at Fort .Wood, at Chapel
No. 5. This is for the benefit of any m embers of th e Military who cannot leave the
P~t for worship elsewhere.
If any gospel
preacher would be interes ted in rea Jly working, he is requested to write to Brother
Rex E. EdmQn::;Qn, 102 Hlway 72, Rolla,
MIS::JQUri.
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LawreJ•ce Hazt.'Jip, 1509 William Street,
Valdosta, Georgia, October 6: Since last report we hav e h eld the following meetings:
Highland Avenue, Albany, Ga., five baptized;
Doles, Ga., six baptized; Mt. Zion, Kentucky, four baptized and one restored; Moultrie, · Ga., six baptized and three restored;
Hahira, Ga., 13 baptiz&d and one restored;
Meigs, Ga., two baptized and one restored
and Southside in Macon, Ga., six baptized
and 17 restored. Our fall meeting here at
Central Avenue begins November 1st with
M. Norvel Young doing the preaching and
Warren Morris directing the song service.
Leon Savage, San Angelo, Texas, October
5: I began work with the Santa Rita congregation .in San Angelo, October 4. This
.congregation Is comparatively a young congregation and possesses a wonderful opportunity and challenge. We will enter the
new Bib!~ School annex next Lord's day.
This congregation possesses one of the most
outstanding group of men who serve as the .
elders, that it has ever been my pleasure to
see. There Is complete unity aniong them,
each one possesses a will to work, and a
deep love for the Lord's church. We anticipate a very pleasant work with them.
Preston Cothnna, 2000 Oakland Blvd., Ft.
Worth; Texas, October 5: The Trinity
Heights congregation in Dallas closed a very
fine meeting September 27, In which it was
my privilege to do the preaching. The interest and attenda.nce were fine from the
beginning.
Two were baptized and two
placed membership.
Brother Hulen Jackson, the hard working preacher there, did
so much to make the meeting' a success.
Our work here at Meadowbrook continues
to grow.
Two were restored and placed
membership yesterday morning and one man
was restored last evening. Perry B. Coth·a.m
of Nashville, Tennessee, begins our fall
meeting October 18 to continue through the
28th. The work here is at its best. When
in Fort Worth worship with us.
J. Duvitl Taylor, Gould, Texas, October 6:
The elders of. this fine church, with almost
every one of the members, · have come to us
and asked . us to stay another year, and
have raised our support financ,ioa.Jly to a
helpfu.J degree above what we were r eceiv- ·
ing. Wonderful people here with a bright
future. God has richly bl essed this church
this past year with fine people coming into
its membership by baptism and some restored.
We agreed with them to start
toward another year. We do not know we
will stay that long. We love this fine church
and lov e to worlt with them-but if ,a .nother
work would give us opportm1ity to do more
for salvation of souls, then of course we
would feel it our duty to change to it.
There are some of the finest congregations
of the saints in this area I have met in
years. Great opportunities seem to be all
around the churches of this part and the
elders of the many fine churches seem to
be talting adva.ntage of the same to a better extent.

'V·

T. Garnett, Box 142, Portales, New
Mexico:
Thre e to place membership with
the East 2nd Street church of Christ Sunday. Brother Elwood Page, Lovington, New
Mexico, preached for us at the Wednesday
evening . service. Brother Page is set for
the preaching of the truth. His lesson was
well r eceived and appreciated. We appreciate the a.ssurance from our preaching
brethren, concerning the reports and charges
made against me. We are trying hard to
do the will of the Lord and our eld.ers are
God fearing men, fine to work with, men
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who want the truth declared as it is in the
Bible. I had fine elders to work under at
Lovington, New Mexico; Henrietta, Texas;
and here, a.nd most all the places where I
have worked. Visit us when you pass this
way.
Bill ltlcCown, P. 0. Box 201, Liberty, Texas, October 5: Our meeting with Robert Le
Croix of Victoria, Texas, as the visiting
evangelist came to a close last night. One
baptism comprised the visible r esults. Inasmuch as the them e of this meeting was
"Christian Living," we believe that much
good was done that will be apparent in the
days yet ahead. It was a pleasure to be
associated with Brother Le Croix In this effort.
His preaching was forceful and to
the point. Our work here In Liberty is still
In its lnitia:l stage. We moved here September 13 from New Braunfels, Texas. However, we are contemplating a pleasant labor
with this fine congregation.
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TECH BIBLE CHAIR BEGINS
SEVENTH YEAR
Wifh the opening of school for the Fall
term, 1953, the church of Christ Bible Chair
at Texas Technological College, Lubbock,
"Texas, began its seventh year of uninterrupted operation. From all indications we
should have a very profitable · year. Over
four hundred of Tech's students are e ither
members of the c hurch or list it as their
preference.
During the Spring semester of 1953 some
1,69,6 students hours were spent In Bible
classes, where systematic study of the Bi·
ble was conducted; and some 2,000 student
hours were spent in devotional p e riods,
where singing, praying, and a study of
God's word were engaged in. During the
seven years of operation there have been
approximately 1,000 students who have benefitted from the Bible Chair's program of
work.
Our building is located one black east of
the Tech campus on the main thoroughfare
leading from town to the college campus.
Our property is valued at some $40,000. At
the present our Bible Chair committee is
working on expansion plans, which if completed will cost approximately $75,0'00.00.
Recently the Bible Chair received over four
thousand dollars from the Gilliland estate
to be used for the establishment and maintenance of an adequate library. Books are
being ordered and a room is being remod·
eled in order to house the library.
This fall semester, among other activl·
ties, six Bible courses are being taught, and
daily devotionals are being conducted.

Luther G. Roberts, 1506 Clayton, Borger,
Texlls, October 7: We are now residing at
the above address and I am preaching for
the church in Borger at Second and Deahi
Streets. . We moved here trom Corsicana,
Texas, where I preached for the West Side
church. This congregation is made up of
as some as fine Christians can be found
anywhere.
Brother ETnest McCoy did a
good work here In Borger. During the four
months since he left Borger the work has
been conducteQ. by local forces with two of
the elders, M. W. Graves and Arthur Cox,
doing the P,reaching. The type work they
did is evidenced by the results during this
period: seven baptized, 33 restored, and 17
J, T. ·M arlin, Sweetwater, Texas: In the
to place membership with the church. These
were in addition to ·'t he number added dur- past week two have been restored and one
ing the meeting in June in which Grover baptized.
Stevens did the preaching. In the meeting
n were baptized, 24 restored, and two placed
m embersh ip. The total number of additio n s
..
DESIGNERS ·,
.
'
for the four months was: 18 baptized, 57
restored, and 19 to place membership with
MANUFACTURERS
·
•
•
..
j~
the church. We trust that this good work
.
'
may continue through the months to come.

0-----

0----HARDING COLLEGE ENROLLltiENT
INCREASES

CHURCH

FURNITURE

By George S. Benson, President
Enrol-lment for the fall semester at Harding College has increased to 863. This includes 33 in the graduate department of Bible and religion; 585 in the regular college
program; 127 in the academy and 118 in the
e lementary school.
These enrollment f igur es show an increase
of 47 students over the first report after
the day of registration.
George Gurganus and Joe Cannon, missionari es home on leave from Japan, are
among the 33 enrolled in the graduate Bible
program.
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100 RESPONSES

IN

Alan

LUBBOCK ' JUEETING

:u .

Bryan

The Broadway congregation of Lubbo'ck
held one of the mpst successful meetings in
its history September 20 through 27 with
M. Norvel Young, regular minister for the
congregatio n , doing the preaching. · There
were 100 responses to the invitation with
17 baptized, 14 restored, and: 69 id ent ifi ed
as Christians. Attendance throughout the
meeting was better than any gospel me eting held at the Broadway congregation.
On September 13 a n ew record was set in
Bible School attendance with 1431 present.
Attendan ce in Bible School averaged 1324
for the entire month.
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P. D. WhnetJt

A PATTERN FOR LIFE. By Archibald
M. Hunter. Westminster Press, Witherspoon
Bldg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 124 pages. $2.00.
1953.
H ere is an exposition of the Sermon on
the Mount presented under three divisions.
Firs t, Th e Making, Manner and Matter of the
Sermon. Second, The Exegesis of the Sermon. Third, Th e Meaning of the Sermon.
The a uthor pres ents six ways of interpreting the Se rmon on the Mount. It is a scholarly production by one who has for many
year s served in the field of New Testament
exeges is. The author presents the sermon
as a four-fold ethic. It is a relig·ious ethic,
a dlscii>le's e thic, a prOI>lletic ethic, (not a
new law, and h ere one may differ from the
writer), and las t, but not least, an unattninttble ethic, which as Christians we must
n everthe l ess try to attain. Friends of ours •
may order this valuable little volume from
the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box
77, Austin, Texas.

B. C. GOODPASTURE

The e ld ers of the Commerce, T exas, church
of Christ h ave announced that Brother B. C.
THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH.
By
Goodpasture, ed itor of th e Gospel Advocate, L . R. Wilson. The Firm Foundation PubNashvill e , T e nn essee, is pr eaching in th e lishin g House, Box 77, Austin, Texas. 1953.
annual fall m eeting, October 11-18. A very 130 pages. Paper, $1.00; cloth ,' $1.50.
extensive campai9n i s being put on by the
Commerce congregation, with a great harH ere is a volume of radio a-ddresses from
vest of so uls as the en d In view. The week the fac ile pen of L . R . Wilson, President of
of October 4 has been set aside as visita- Central Chrisua.n College, Bartlesville, Oktion week, also special prayer services are lahoma. · These a ddr esses wer'e first delivbeing held the week preceding the meeting. ered over radio station WQAI in San AnIf you are within driving distance of Com- tonio In 1943. At that time the series conmerce you a r e urged to attend this meeting·. tain ed but 12 addresses. These were later,
carried on the front page of tlfe Firm FounWillis G. J ern igan is the local evang elist.
dation, then incorporated into a small
volume which had ·a. substantial circulation.
Th e material h as been reworked and revised an d now appears in its present form.
For those who want to be informed about
the New Testament Church, and who want
to teach a nd preach on the New Testament
church, here is materia.! at its best. It should·
be in every Bible student's library.
The
Central YMCA Auditorium
vol ume is priced within range of availability a nd appears in a beautiful blue-paper
19 S. LA SALLE ST.
back. Why not order your copy today from
th e publisher or the author?
Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.

C!.iett9C
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0----B. F. Engl;tnd, P. 0. Box 241, Grandfield,
Oklahoma, October 3: I closed a very good
meeting with the church at Charli e, Texas,
on Sunday evening August 9. This meeting
was attended by many m e mb ers of the surroundin g congregations.
Brother Pennick
of Wichita Falls, is their r egular preacher:
and is doing a good work. Broth er Longley, of the Floral Heights congregation, !n
Wichita Falls, directed the s inging in a commendabl e manner. There were no additions,
but we hope some good was done.
The
work in Grandfield continues to make progress.
We have had one restoration since
last report. Interes t is good, and ~e have
a numb er of prospects for obedience. The
white church has just completed a new
bullding for the colored folks and will conduct them a m ee ting beginning October 12th
with Brother Jesse Davis (colored) of Ver• non, T exas, . preaching.
Their building Is
40 x 20 an d is mad e of concrete blocks with
concrete floor.
(Also 'painted our building
inside and outside).

....
~ Book Review
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THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE CHRISTIAN CALLING. By W. 0. Carver. Broodman Press, Nashville, Tenn. 1949. 239 pages.
$3.75.
This is a commentary on the Ephesian
l e tter. It is all but exhaustive. This is a
commentary on the thought of the letter
rather than on the letter word by word.
This commenta ry is novel in many respects.
Th ere is a paraphr·ase of the· l e tte r which
reproduces the context in Paul's own mind
of the words in which he was writing, then
there follows the arrangement on the opposite pages of the writer's translation, and
this is compared witli the King James Translation.
For thoroughness, and clarity of
thought, this is a · ma.sterpiece. Thos e who
are studying the Ephesian l ette r will find
much help in this volume fro,P a Baptist
Theo_logian. It is understood that one will
not agree with a ll the author's comments,
but this wou ld be t~· ue with any scholar's
commentary.
Friends of ours may order their copy
from the Firm Foundation Publishing House,
Box 77, Au s tin, Texas.
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GOSPEL SERMONS. By George DeHoff.
BOOKS OF THE NEW COVENANT. By
De Hoff Publications, Murfreesboro, Tenn. Charles H. Roberson. 31 pages. $1.00. 1953.
285 pages. $3.00·. 1953.
To say that Charles H. Roberson is the
Here is a book of "great sermons" by a author of these two volumes is sufficient"g·reat preacher." This is the fruit of twen - no word of mine could add to their merit,
ty-five years of evangelistic work over as nor embel1ish them· in any way. These are
many states. More than four thousa,nd peo- brief outlines of courses offered at Abilene
ple have been baptized as a result of these Christian Coll ege during the years he served
labors. The sermons are plain, simple and so nobly ·as head of the Bible Department,
scripturai, and represent the fundamentals having servE:d in this capacity from 1932
of the gospel in their subject matter, as to his retirement in 1951. Brother Roberson
well as content. It is a beautiful book con- was r ecognized by the Greek Department
taining twenty-four sermons, a slcetch of of the University Texas as the "Greek Schothe author's life, and four pages of photo- la!:' of the Southwest." We are happy to
graphs. It ought to be on every preacher's commend these volumes for the library of
book s h elf. Order your COPiV today from the every Bible student, and for class work
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box 77, among adults. Our friends may orde r their
Austin, Texas.
copy or copies from Sister Roberson or the
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box 77,
TOWARD THE MARK. (Studies in Philip- Austin, Texas.
pians). By Stephen W. Paine. Fleming W.
Revell Co., Westwood, N . .J. 1953. 191 pages.
NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY. John.
$2.50.
Vol. '1. By William Hendriksen. Baker Book
House.
Grand Rapids, Mich.
250 pages.
This is a series of studies in Paul's letter 130 'pag e{ Paper, $1.00; Cloth, $1.50.
· to the Philippian~. out of this short epistle the author sel ects sixteen priceless gems,
This is one of the H volumes of a New
analyzes, enlarges, and describes them with Commentary to appea.r from the conservapungent fo'rce. This is one of the most sig- tive pen of a Calvinistic Scholar. This parnificant volumes on this letter that has come ticular volume introduces the set by giving
to this reviewer's attention. It is a volume a n introduction to the Gospel of John, which
that both young and old alike will enjoy. is well worth its price. The introduction
It w:ts written with a younger group in before th e comments on John's Gospel is
mind, but it has universal appeal. Any one outstanding. Recent discov er ies and r ecent
of the sixteen topics is well worth the price sc holarsh ip a ll combine to make this a
of th is book. Order your copy from the Firm worthy contribution.
It will come from
Foundation Publishing House, Box 77, Aus- the press at the rate of about two volumes
tin, Tex as.
per year. Th e next is due in Sept. which
will complete the comments on the Gospel
CLEAR OF THE BROODING CLOUD. By of John.
Romans is scheduled to appea·r
Jack Finegan. Abingdon Colcesbury Press. in Jan., 1954. Dr. Hendriksen is the author
Nashville, Tenn. 19 53. 176 p•aog es. $2.50.
of "More Than Conquerors," a commentary
on R eve la tion. This is also excellent.
This i s a volume of !1Jghteen insptrmg
Our fr iends may order their copy from
chapters on problems facing modern man the Firm F oun dation Publishing House, Box
with light from the Scriptures. Each chap- 77, Austin, Texas.
ter is a gem within itself. Jack Finegan
is a ready writer. This is his last volume,
THE HOLY CITY. By Johl}_ E. Huss. Pribut he has many others. Dr. Finegan is di- vately published. Sparta•nburg, S. C. 1952.
rector of the Palestine Institute of Archeol- 125 pages. $2.00.
ogy and dean of the summer session of the
Pac ifi c School of Religion, Berkeley, Calif.
This book contains eight sermons prepared
He is also preacher of the University Chris- and cleliver~d by John H.uss, a Baptist
tian Church in that same city. This volu~e preacher. Th e l ea d sermon, The Holy City,
will add help and suggestion to any Bible which gives title to the volume is a serstudent. Order your volume from the Firm mon on Heav en. It is excellent. The serF o undation Publishing House, Box 77, Aus- mons are uniqu e, simple, and have an untin, T exas.
u sua l app ro a.ch . The sermons are Baptistic
in flavor, but as a whole are suggestive for
RIGHT AND WRONG WAYS TO USE THE any pr eacher.
"The Mile of Power" and
BIBLE. By J. Carter Swaim. Westminster "A Littl e Hone'y'' are well worth the price
Press, Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7,
Pa. 178 pages. $2.50. 1953.
There is a real place in every Bible student's libr ary for a volume like this. It is
literally packed with valuable suggestions
a nd h e lp as the author presents each · of the
ten chapters with a verse from the Bible as
his "chapter headings," as: "How do you
read?" "Understandest thou what thou readest?" "Do : you know Greek?" The author
describes ·certain common ways of misusing
the Bible by misquoting, twisting meanings,
quoting phrases out of context, misa.pplying
texts, etc. The last chapter is ·a. g e m, taking as its heading, "In him all things hold
together," and points up to Jesus as the lcey
to an understanding of the Bible. Our fri ends
may order their copy today from the Firm
Foundation Pub lishing House, Box 77, Austin, Texas.
THE LIFE OF JE.SUS. By Charles H. Roberso n. Mrs. Charles H. Roberson, 1618 College Drive, Abilene, Texas. 30 pages. $1.25.
1953.
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of the book to any preacher. Order your
copy today from the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box 77, Austin, Texas.
LORD'S DAY EVENING SERMONS, Vol.
Two. By Foy L. Smith.
Gospl Advocate
Pub., Nashvill e, T enn.
148 pages.
$2.00.
1953.

My good friend, Foy L. Smith, 107 N. Pendell St., of Cleburne, Tex·as, has brought
forth his second volume of Sunday Evening
Sermons. These are ten complete sermons
written as they were delivered from the
pulpit. They are down to earth, sort of
language people understand. They are sound
in their gospel content, and rich and fitting
in their illustrative material. The fine
cho ice of words which the author uses serves
as a vehicle of conveying the thought to
the reader.
Those who h ave volume one
will certair!ly want this, and those who have
neither will want both volumes in their library.
Order your copy today from the
author, or from the Firm Foundation Publi shing House, Box 77, A.u stln, Texas.

-----0

FALLWELL-Just a note of the pass ing
away of our beloved brother in the Lord,
Claude.. L. Fallwell, a gospel · preacher and
a wonderful Bible teacher, who did a wonderful work for the Lord also f,or his fellowman. I was associated with him for several years. He started the Lord's work at
Lewiston, Idaho. Some years later he moved
SONG BOORS
'rite church ltere Juts about ninety song books
(Great Songs of Tlte Church) in good COJidition, We will take half price for them. Anyone intereste<l, please write: CHURCil OF
CHRIST, GROESBECK, TEXAS.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. lllnrkll Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIA.lll N. FRYEH--EvangelUit
ROGER W. HA.WLEY-Evangelf•t
Snnday-10:00 A..lll. and 6:00 P.lll,
Weduesday--'7:30 P.lll.
Phone: PResident 4-4736

ARE YOU A TOTAL ABSTAINERl
People who live in brick houses get lower Fire
Insurance Rates.
People not in hazardous occupations get lower
health and accident rates.
FIDELITY UNION LIFE is the only Company in the United
States offering TOTAL ABSTAINER INSURANCE. This .company
is now segregating Total Abstainers in a special insurance class,
and offering a popular Preferred Risk Plan· for people who do not
drink alcoholic beverages.

NOBLE PATTERSON
FIDELJTY UNION LIFE INSURANCE CO.
701 First Nat'!. Bank Bldg.

Ft:Worth, Texas
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to Wallowa, Oregon, where he ·preached and
taught. My wife and I moved here in L a
Grande, Oregon, in 1939 from Texas. Ther e
were no members of the church here. We
ran an ad in the local paper to see if we
could find any members at all.
Brother
Fallwell,. who was living at Wallowa1 Oregon, read the ad a nd came down. He · said
he wo.uld buy a building and start the work
here.
He . did in 1941, then he bought a
building in Baker, Oregon, and began the
work there with very littl e financial s upport.
Both places now baNe nice church·
buildings, all paid for. About nine or ten
years ago, he moved here to La Grande,
Oregon. He worked in the Lord's vineyard
just as long as he was able to get to the
church building. He lost the us e of hi s l egs
and could not stand u,p; he was also almost
blind, but continued on teaching. He never
received ·a ·ny salary for his preachin g ; he
did not want pay. He never asked for much
of this world's goods for himself. He said
all he wanted was to reach heaven. He was
about 75 years old at his passing. He passed
away at Ontario, Oregon, Friday morning at
8:00 a.m., September 1'1, 1953. He was laid
'to rest at Lewiston, Idaho, Monday at 2:00'
p.in., September 14, 1953.
L . L. SWINNEy '
La Grande, Oregon.
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as church secretary and tooK part in every
activity of the church. His courage, faithfulness and humility was an inspiration to
all who knew him, and his passing leaves
many to mourn a great and devoted member of the church . . He is survived by hi's
wife, Mrs. Myrtle Adcocl{; two daughters,
Mrs. W. H. Barnett, of Saalfelden, Austria;
and Mrs. Dalton Jeffcot, of Oklahoma City;
a step-daughter, Mrs. Calvin Barkley, Brownwood; a sister, Mrs. Lula Holcomb, San Angelo; a brother, 0 . J. Adcock; a half sister,
Mrs. Wilburn Price, of Rankin; five half
brothers, Herbert, Rance and Robert Adcock of Gustin; and John and Ellis Adcock
of Hico; and four grandchildren.
. DAVID ALLAN
Brownwood, Texas.
RANNEY-Earl Ranney, 7•6·, a Spani'sh American War veteran who had lived here
about six years, died July 25, 1953, leaving
one son and four daughters. qraveside servic es were held on the 27th, the writer officiating.
W ALTIDR L. LEAMONS
Junction, T exas.
CU~TIS-W. A. Curtis was born February
2, 1874, at Bentonville, Arkansas, and died
September 2, 1953, at Segovia, Texas, where
he had liv ed abo ut 50 years. Six nephews
and five nieces s urvive him. Funeral and
burial were held in Junction, September 4.
B. W. Mantooth !!-nd the writer officiated.
WALTER W. LEAMONS
Junction, T exas.

deep, the weather too cold, nor the rain too
hard to keep her away from Sunday worship, and many times attende.d church so
ill that her doctor would have wanted ber ·
to remain at home.
Her devotio
to the
Christia.n life was a real inspiration to those
who knew her. Funeral services were condl,)cted by L. C. Lawson.

•
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YANTIS-I was called to Rotan, T exas, to
deliver the funeral message at services for
Mrs. R. J. Yantis September 2.
She wasborn Norah Blancl1e Lochridge, June 23,
1866, in McKinney, Texas, and wa!j married
in May of 1888 to R. J. Yantis. Irl June of
that year they moved to Fisher county
whe r e they homesteaded l and. Eight children were born to this . union, six of them
surv1vmg. Also surviving are twenty-five
grandc hildren and thi rty great-grandchildren. When Sister Yantis• departed this lifeon September 1, 19 53, she had been a faithful m ember of the church for sixty-six
years.
OLLIE DUFFIELD, JR.
Irving, Texas.
BURCHAM-Sister Mamie Kelly Burcham.
a faithful and beloved member of the Oak
Lawn church in Ft. Worth: The wife of
Brother Roy Burcham (deceased) who was.
an e ld er of this congregation for many
years; d eparted from her temporal tabernacle October 2, 1953. Her funeral service was.
held in the Oak Lawn ch urch hous e by the
writer and Brother Hood Wilkins, the ministe r of the congregation, with a large
crowd present, Saturday at 3 P.M., October
3, 1953.
&'ister Burcham was born March
12, 1898 a nd died October 2, '1953. She leaves
two fine sons: Dwi'ght, of San Antonio; a nd
Roy Donald, of Ft. Worth. Also two sisters: Mrs. Blanche Ford, of Ft. Worth; Mrs.
S. B. Marchant, of -Electra, T exas; three
brothers: C. C. Kelly and W. E. Kelly, of
Stanton, Texas; .and J. D. Kelly, of Hereford; and her mother, Mrs. J. H. Kelly, of
Stanton; a fine little granddaughte r, J anna
Mat·ie Burcha>m, of S'an Antonio, T exas ; besides a _host of friends. "She rests from her
labors, but her worl's live on."
HORACB W. BUSBY
Ft. Worth, T exas.

ADCOCK-Rufus L. Adcock, age 71, of
1508 Seventh Street, Brownwood, T exas, died
in the Medical Arts Hospi,tal, Brownwood, on
August 28th and was buried at Merkel, T exas, with the writer officiating.
Brother
Adcocl{ was a mail carrier at Merkel for
thirty-five years and after his retirement
he moved to Brownwood which was his home
~tntil his
death.
Brother Adcocl{ was a
RATLIFF-Minnie Neal Ratliff, a Chrismember of the church of Christ nearly all tian mother and one who loved the Lord
his life, and he was a pillar of strength to was ca.Jled hom e to r est August 13, 1953.
the Austin Avenue congregation. He acted She was born March 28, 1871, in Mississippi. Early in life she was married to George
Sam Ratliff and to this union was born two
WANTED
daughters and two sons.
Survivors are:
Mrs. Pearl McCuiston a nd Mrs. E-mma Sue
'I'be cllurcb at Enst Pr:tirie, :1\-lo., is interested Gordon, both of Sweatman. \!.'here are nine
gra,ndchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.
in buying· so1ne gootl used 11e,,•s. If you know
She lived to see much sorrow and many
of soJue :for Slllle,. !)lease contact us at once. h eartbreal,s.
One son died in early manhood. The other son, Richard Neal Ratliff,
was killed in 'London in World War II, and
COMMUNION BREA-D FOR SALE a few months later her husband died. HowDOERR-George Rudolph Doerr was born
We keep on hand regularly a supply ot ever, she never let the sorrows of this world
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion separate her from the love of Christ. She J anu a ry 25, 1908 and departed this life May
purposes. Eleven wafers to t h e s m all pack- was baptized in 1912 by T. H. Ethridge. She 3, 1953, 'at Goliad, Texas. He was a fine
age and three of the packages to the large rem a•ined faithful to her duties as a Chr is- Christian gentleman, faithful in his Chriscarton-all carefully sealed so it will keep tian and leaves behind her the influence tian duties, and good to his family and
He obeyed the gospel April 19,
Indefinitely. Every congregation should have of a good life. The snow was n ever too friends .
19 31. Brother Flavil L. Colley baptized him
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
while se rving as minister in the city of
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
H.ouston . On May 3, 1931, he was united in
Seat
Them
in
Comfort
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
marriage to Mis s Grace Lawrence at CharPew Cushions of Foam Rubber
Box 77, Austin 61, Texns
co, Texas. T he ceremony was performed at
thoe church of Christ by Brother D. C. Williams. To this union was born two children, Georgia Ann and T emple. He is survived by his mother, Mrs. L ea Doerr, of San
Antonio; six s isters, and three brothers as
follows: Mrs. E. M. Suddith and Mrs. Bill
By
T aylor, both of San Antonio; Mrs. 0. E.
rufont
Lankart, of Goliad; Mrs. 0 . L . Morgan, of
Ol{inawa; Mrs. F. T. ' Wright, of Hondo;
Mrs. L. T. Moffatt, of cfxford, Kansas; E 'd Rl-3595 DALLAS 2126 Jack•on
gar Doerr, of Junction; Walter T. Doerr, of
CHRIST OR MODERNISM
Corpus Christi; and Gilbert G. Doerr, of LaWho are the translators of the new Bible? redo. The funeral services were solemn and
What do they believe? What do they deny? beautiful. Brother Paul S:tevens of San Antonio delivered the sermon, and the writer
Who are the promoters? What is the aim assisted. We are certain that Sister Doerr
in pushing the RSV? Get the facts. Just and family are comforted in that Brother
WRITE FOR liTERATURE
George was a Christian and lived true to
off the press. $2.50.
lmiGGS EQUIPMENT ro.
God and his Lord to he hour of his death.
Belton, Texas ·
W. W. OTEY
"Blessed ·are the dead which die in the
315 East 7th
Winfield, Kansas Lord." C. L. MAXWELL Gonzales, Texas.
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Letters from Listeners
to the

HERALD -of TR.UTH
HERALD OF TRUTH
P. 0. Box 1264
Abilene, Texas ·

THE HERALD OF TRUTH
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brethren:
Last Lord's Day a gentleman came in response to the invitation that we had never
seen b efore. He found us because of our highway sign and was looking for us because of
the Herald of Truth broadcast.
This m a•n was brought up in the Catholic
church but began to reble n against h er
teachings and practices years ago. He came
into ' po ssession of a Bible about two years
ago an d began to study it. He had been in
a Catholic hospital most of the l a-s t eighteen months before coming h ere. He, along
with four others, were able to learn enough
truth while in the hospital to decide to l~ok
up the Church and. obey the Gospel as soon
as they were released. Studying and listening to the radio was quite a probl em for
these men, while they were in a Catholic
hospital. They .had to do both without the
knowl edge of hosplta•l attendants. Our new
brother is happy, having become a Christian.
Y&llrs in Christ.
(Signed) GERALD BRISTOL
Church of Christ
Yale and High Street
Nampa, Idaho

Dear Brethren:
.This· will advise you that a man by the
name of -------------- who identified himself as a former gangster, having only l'ecently been r el eased from prison, where he
was sentenced for robbery, presented himse lf to the Church at Central Seattle to be
b~ptized.

f

He said that while in prison in Kentucky
certain religious programs were broadcast
to the Inmates the re every Lord's Day.
That OV!lr a number of months of listening
to th e Hera.ld of Truth broadcast, he became
convinced that the church of Christ was th e
tru e church and had decid e d to obey th e gospel, thus b ecoming a m e mber of it, upon his
release. When h e came through Seattl e he
happ en ed to notice our sign, "Church of
Christ," and came in to inquire.
Brother ---------- is a journeyman printer,
a nd is trying to work out a new life 15ased
upon the gospel as he l earned It to be
through th e Herald of Truth broadcast.
Yours in the Master,
(Signed) IRA Y. RICE. JR.
Central Seattle Church of Christ
Pine and Boren
Seattle 1, Washington

The above letters are typical of ones
received daily that tell results of the
network broadcast .- , ELDERS
Highland
Church
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Risen With Christ
Paul says, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the
ea1th: for .ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God" (Col. 3:1-3):
Alexander McClaren, a world famous denominational preacher, says that "risen w{th Christ" in this passage of scripture
can mean but one thing, and that is baptism by illlmersion.
I do not call attention to this to prove the point, but because
it is unusual for denominational preachers to make such a
concession on this passage of scripture.
Anyone who considers the context will know that Pa"~Jl
means baptism. In the .c hapter preceding 'this Pau( says, "Buried
with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from
the dead" (Col. 2:12). Pa)ll had not changed his subject when
he .wrote tl}e third chapter. The apostle was not '\Vriting specifically to teach · that baptism is immersion, but to point out
the obligations . Gf those who are risen with Christ.
·
ThGse who are ris~n with Christ should s~ek those things
which are · above. Then he says, "Set your affecti~ns on t'hings
above, not on things on the earth." Those who are' risen with
Christ have started in a new life. They are new creatures.
They have been born again.· They are dead to sin, and their
life is hid with Christ in God. This new relationship requires
a change of conduct. If new converts go on loving the world
and seeking earthly things, their apparent conversion has been
in vain. No one can achieve a goal without setting his mind
on it to the exclusion of other things, and se'eking it with all of
· his heart.
An observing newspaper reporter went to a race track one
Sunday afterneon to
an old race horse run by itself. He
said there were sixty-five thousand paid admissions at one
· dollar each. He questioned the intelligence of sixty-five thousand people who would pay one dollar each to see an old horse
run by itself. This just illustrates the weakness of human beings- shows how their minds are set on earthly things-the most
of them of no value. And some church members are caught in
such situations just to satisfy their curiosity.
What Our Ha!ids Find '.llo D'6
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, de it with thy might';
(Ecc. 9:10). This is very important in every undertaking, and
especially important in the Christian life. No one can aimlessly go to heav•m. It is said that men use only a small part
of their taleBt in their earthly callings. Their achievements
would be much greater if they used all their power.
The Bible teaches that men must use all tfieir talents in
the Christian life. l"eople cannot serve God with a divide« heart.
In order t€l be saved they muliit l<;>ve and' serve the Lord with

see

all their hea1t. Too many who profess to be Christians think
that the main thing in life is to make a Jiving. Everything
else, including Christianity, i£ secondary to this. A man does
not have to stop making a living in order to be a Christian. One
can serve God with his whole heart and still make a living.
Paul made tents for a Jiving when the churches failed to support him. But we are sure that Paul's· earthly calling did not
cause him to neglect his duty. He did not get so tied up in
making tents that he would neglect preaching or living the
Christian life.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

TEACH (Make Disciples of) ALL NATIQNS
J. W. Roberts
In the September issue of Bible Talk the editor. offers a short
a1ticle entitled, "Teaching and Preaching" by. M. S. Whitehead.
The purpose of the article is to set forth the thesis that the
King James~ Version is wrong in translating the verb matheteuo in this verse "teach." Brother Whitehead thinks_ that the
translation of this verb by a word meaning. "convert" in tl!e
Syriac version . shows a better understanding of the original
than that displayed by those English translators who render
it by "teach." Brother .Ganett, the editor, gives his approval
to that conclusion by saying, "Whitehead is right when he says
that matheteusate means 'convert' or 'disciple' the nations and
not 'teach' the nations."·
The- point in the whole matter is that th9 editor has expounded a theory that teaching must a lways be to members pf
the church and preaching to those not Christians. On this distinction. he has built a foundation arrd is waging a wa1· against
preachers who live in one place and preach to the church under
the oversight of a group of elders as Timothy did · at Ephesus.
He thinks that it is nonsense to try to "preach to the church"
or teach outsiders. This is the reason that he must get the
idea of teaching out of this verb. It would destroy his system.
Since I have formerly offered some comments on this matter,
I would like to offer a few more here.
The verb matheteuo is a verb of late formation in Greek. It
finds its root in the older ver• manthano which means "I learn."
The later form of the verb is used both intransitively (without
an object) and transiti-vely. When it is used as an intransitive
verb it means "I study, I learn, I am a pupil." When it is used
as a transitive verb (this is what Broadus meant by "causative" form), it means "I make one a learner, I instruct, I
teach.l' The verp is from the· noun mathesis which means "the
act of learning or getting knowledge." The noun mathetes is
from the same root. It means a learner or disciple. It has the
characteristic "agent" termination: tes which signifies "one who
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· does . . . " Thus this word means one who learns, one who is
taught. Our English word "disciple" means exactly the same
thing. It is derived from the Latin discere "to learn." Thus
to "make a disciple" and to "teach" or "instrtlct" mean exactly
the same thing, and the· latter part of Brother Garrett's distinction that the verb me3!tls "make disciples" but not "teach"
is a distinction without a 'difference.
.
Now "convert" is a different. matter, As the reader can see
from above, there is ·nothing in either the etymology or the
use of the original word to suggest such a meaning. Why then
should the Aramaic suggest such a meaning? Evidently
simply as a paraphrase. Anyone who knows any Greek knows ·
that the idea ·of converting inheres in an altogether different
root-the derivaties of the word strepho; "I turn." Lexicogra. phers have long been wary of fixing the meaning of words and
texts of documents by translations, for ·the simple reason that
translations are often mere paraphrases of the original. This is
especially true, for instance, of the Septuagint with relation to
the Hebrew text of the Old Testament. One cannot necessarily
judge the meaning of the Greek word by · the original word in
Hebrew it translates. Many have ·been led astray in trying
to amend the text or define Greek words by· a comparison of
the Hebrew text with the Greek translation. "Conv~rt" from
Aramaic could at best be a paraphrase for matheteusate.
The point "is made that the Syrians must have k.nown the
meaning of Greek ·better than the translators of the King .
James Version~ But the ·Latins translated the word by docete
"teach," and we might say with equal wisdom that surely the .
Latins knew Greek as well as the Syrians or Aramaic people.
Perhaps the Aramaic translators were thinking of the fact
that ofteri we .u se the term "learner or pupil"- in the sense of
one who not only is studying but has accepted the position of
his . teachel,'. ·But such a derived meaning should not be con. side~ed the actual .meaning .of a word. ·
.
. There is another way, .however, of showing that the contention with. which we are dealing is wrong. This same passage
shows 'that teaching is a part of "making disciples." In order
to present this point let us look at the construction of the sentence:
"Going (pqreuthentes, an aoril:lt ·passive participle, Nominative, Masculine, plural) therefore make disciples of (matheteu·sate, Aorist, Active, Imperative, Second Person, plural) all the
nations, baptizing (baptidzontes, Present, Active Participle,
Nominative, Masculine, plural) them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching (didaskontes, Present Participle, Nominative, Masculine, plural) them
to observe all which I taught you" (Matt. 28:19, 20).
The first participle is aorist. Aorist Participles used with
finite verbs get their action from the verb and must be either
prior or aL the same time as the action of that verb. Thus we
must render "having gone, made disciples" or "go and make
disciples." Now in the same way the two l~ter participles get
their acti-on from the force of the main ·verb. Baptidzontes
"baptizing" and didaskontes "teaching" both are p1;esent p articiples and must get the time of their action from that of the
main verb, which is matheteusate. A present participle may express either prior action (by implication of t!le context), simultaneous action (usually), or future action from that of the
main verb (rarely). Obviously Jesus doesn't mean that the hap.

.
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tizing and t eaching are prior to the command "make disciples."
Surely even Brother Garrett would not join the Baptists and
say that they are after the command to "make disciples," for
he thinks that verb means "convert" and that would have men
converted before baptism. They cannot be separated in time for
their relation to the main verb is identical.
The truth is that the action of "teaching all things .Jesus
taught" and that · of baptizing is at the same time as that of
"make disciples." They are to be interpreted as "Modal" participles, showing the manner or way in which the thing comm<J.nded is to be done. We .make learners or disciples by or at
least while teaching them all things Jesus taught his disciples
and baptizing them. (See Green, Handbook to the Grammar of
the Gr1!ek Testament, p. 332. He gives Matt. 28:19, 20 as an instance of this use of the participle. I a.m indebted to Brother
Thomas Warren for this suggestion.)
The whole contention that teaching is only for Christians,
as preaching is for aliens is shown ·to be false. Teaching is
shown to be a part of the procesS of instructing and making of
disciples.
There are other passages which .'teach the same thing. In
John 6:44, 45, Jesus said, that teaching is a part of the process
of coming to Jesus: "They shan all be taught (didaktoi) of
God. Everyone who has heard and learned (from manthano) •
com.es to me."
Matt. 28:19 offers no basis for any such fine distinctions as
is being made in some q.uarters between "teach'' and "preach."
The truth is that the words in the New Testament often overlap. N0tice that in Mark 16:16 we. ha,ve "preach the gospel.''
while in Matt. 28:19, in another ·.giving of .t he same commission, we have "te~c~ (make .disciples}, baiJtizing and teaching."

·Homecoming--Westfield, Texas, ·church of Christ
In the year of 1873 a gospef prea<:her (JJ.ame unkncwn now)
wa~ passing through Westfield, . Texas ( 15 miles north of
Houston) and stopped long .enough to pr~ach to a few people

there. This resulted in several <ilenounting denominationalism
and accepting God's word l;I.S it is written. This congregation is
still in existence and carrying on' the Lord's work according to
his plan·.
Tile recorP,s reveal the names of.the members in 1873 as fol-lows: Broth~r Eliga Tedder, Sister Polly Tedder, · Lee. Roy
Runnels and Sister L. R~nnel.s. Many others have been bap. tized into Christ since that time and the congtegation now
has a membership of about 50 active members. The membership may seem small, but the town is very small. They have a
very good locatioll with a building consisting of a seating capacity of about 110 with three classrooms. They have an average Bible school attendance of around 50.
Among the various gospel preachers who have assisted this
work with their labors are: Brethren W. D. Black, W. W. Lemmons, Oscar Smith, Sr., Luther Blackmon, D. M. Fruzia, Andrew Bentley, R. Jay Taylor and many others. During this time
many other preachers have held meetings or preached occasionally, including Brother G. H. P. Showalter, in 1924.
On Sunday, October ·25th, they plan to have a homecoming,
marking their 80th anniversary, and request the presence of all
who have met with them in the past years. There will be a
basket dinner following the rt;~drning service, with singing from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Morning services: Bible study, 10:00 a.m.;
preaching and worship, 11:00 a .m.; evening service, 7:30 p.m.
Brother 0. C. (Cecil) Alexander has been preaching for this
congregation dming the past nineteen months. During this time
Brother Lynn Turner has been in charge of the you:hg people
and directing the song services. He follo~ed Brother R. Jay
Taylor who spent several years in the work there .
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God Has Spoken
J. Emmett Wainwright
uGod, who at sundry times in divers manners, spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appoint ed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person,
and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he
had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the majesty on high". (Heb. 1:1-3).
Comparisons and Contrasts
The author of Hebrews was guided by the Spirit of God, and
presents an educational course in comparisons and contrasts.
The first covenant, which had been given through Moses, was
limited and typical of a better covenant based upon better
promises (Heb. 8, 9, 10).
The initial gospel sermon of the Christian dispensation was
proclaimed on the first Pentecost fo!Jowing the resurrection
and ascension of our Lord and Saviour. The apostle Peter was
the . designated key-man; yet all of the apostles were equally
empowered with apostolic authority (John 20:23). The sacred
secret of human redemption, for aU nations and races, was
brought to light through the Lord's apostles and prophets (Eph.
3:1-11). They were the trusted uearthen vessels" serving the
Lord as ~ depository for the gospel treasure of spiritual riches!
(2 Cor. 4:7).
Devout Jews from every nation composed the firs~ audience
. to hear tl:te good news; and· positive proof of the fulfillment
of ·prophecies uttered by Joel and David convinced tliousands
that they had brought about the crucifixion of the Prince of
Peace. The sword' of the Spirit penetrated their spiritual hearts
with this declarat~on: uTherefore let all the house of Israel
_know assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye
crucified, both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36).
Honest hearts received the certified truths, and verified facts;
and, in conviction of their sins, they cried out for relief: "Men·
and brethren, what shall we do?" The inspired speaker proved
worthy' of his sacred assignment when he replied: "Repent ye,
aRd be baptized every, one of you in the name af Jesus Christ
unto the remission o~ sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God ·
shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this crooked generation"
(Acts 2:37-40).
Those who gladly received the wonderful words of life were
baptized immediately; and the Saviour added them to his
church! The apostles served as Christ-appointed judges; and
rendered the ·decision of the Godhead regarding retention and
remission of sins-binding and loosing. The new converts placed
a precious value upon the second division of the world-wide
and age-lasting commission of Christ; and, "they continued
stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). Christian harmony
prevailed among the disciples; and their devotion; · sacrifices,
liberality and unity demonstrated the force of spiritual fellowship; and the ii;;pact of Christian unity won the respect and
favor of the people (Acts 2:47).
Whosoever Will and Whosoever Won't
Qualified leaders are vital necessities; and spiritual security
is within the reach of every worthy follower. The Great Physician prescribed faith, hope and love to counteract doubt, despair
and fear; and those abiding triplets provide spiritual sinews of
strength and dignity for the inne1· man. Faith in the Godhead
is a combination of uconviction of the unseen past" and uconfidence in the promised future." The sure foundation of faith
supports a living hope; and hope is composed of desire and ex- ·
pectation (Heb. 11:1). Love divine, which has been shed abroad
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by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the faithful, serves as a
spiritual ligament-binding the saints to the Creator and his
creatures in the hope of saving and being saved (1 Cor. 13:
1-13).
In- the parable of the sower, the Master Teacher warned his
disciples against ·f alse expectancies. Not everyone hearing the
good news would respond to the gospel call, because many human beings are hard-hearted like the wayside soil. Others i·espond quickly and move forward under favorable circumstances;
but, being emotional and unstable, wither before the heat of
opposition. Some converts permit the deceit of sin and riches
to reduce their spiritual thermometer to zero; they become unprofitable (Matt. 13:22).
Human frailty is often victimized by satanic sub.tlety. The
man of God issued this solemn warning : "Therefore we ought
to give the· more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the
word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; how
shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation; which at ·the
first began .to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto
us by them that heard him?" (Heb. 2:1-3).
In less than fo.r ty years after the establishment of the kingdom of Christ, some citizens drifted from the sound doctrine
of efficient instructors; and "became such" that needed to be
utaught again" the . first principles of the gospel of Christ
(Heb. 5:12-14). Others had been enlightened, but willfully turned
from Christ by doing despite to the Spirit of Grace and counting the blood of th!') covenant an unholy thing (Heb. 6:1-8;
10:.25.-39) . . Not all of the members yielded to temptation, or
succumbed to indifference; they were admonished to draw
nigh in the full assurance of . faith-believing unto the salvation of their souls!
The author of the H~brew letter .encourages the saints of all
ages with a list of ancient worthies who overcame all kinds
of discouragements by faith and obedience (Heb. 11-). They believed in .God's personality; and, by obedience, confided in his
dependable character (v. 6). The stability of God's word, the
certainty of his promises, coupled with the security of . the
spiritual kingdom which -tliey had r~ceived, served to strengthen
the faithful (Heb. 6:12-2o; 12).
Divine Authority and Attitudes
In these days of confusion and conflict, as regards matters
material and spiritual, the souls of the saints are sorely tried.
Wagging tongues contact sagging ears-eartennas, and bring
forth whispering campaigns, which engender strife and separates the best of friends (Prov. 16:28). The heavenly Father
abominates discord among brethren (Prov. 6:16-19). When talebearers have been eliminated, or silenced, contention and strife
will disappear (Prov. 26 :20).
Respect for divine authority begins with the spiritual heart;
and is manifested in the conversation and conduct of the child
of God. This sacred course is the blessed assurance of spiritual
health and happiness. Disrespect for divine authority has ever
been a constitutional ailment-a cancerous condition of the
soul. Digression and non-progression are symptoms which are
manifested by innovations and indifference.
None of the -ancients, who transgressed and disobeyed, escaped just penalty. How much more severe with us if we neglect greater opportunities, greater experiences, and greater
promises? In Jude 11, all the saints are solemnly warned lest
they develop the wrong attitude of mind, manifest the wrong
spirit, engage in religious acts unauthorized, and fall by the
way: "Woe unto them for they went in the way of Cain, and
ran riotously in the error of Balaam for hire, and perished in
the gainsaying of Korah."
What was wrong with the way of Cain? He, and others, manifested disr espect for divine authority, in the worship, by offering something the Lord did not authorize. What was the
error of Balaam? He, and others, had the word of God; but
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they wanted "more." They did -not respect the 'all-sufficiency
and self-consistency of God's word. What was fatal about the
gainsaying of Korah? He, and his rel'wwned associates, spoke
injuriously against God's form of government; they became
hycper-critical of the leadership of Moses.
Our Fa ther is no rel:,Jlecter of persons or generations as regards individual respemsibilities; neither does he smile upon
modern substitutionalism. In some communities, committees
have displaced elders and deacons with the partisan charge:
"Met qualified." _How are the "committees" selected? By selfexultation or majority vote? In the absence of scriptural example, such subversive movements of minority groups reminds
us of Munich and Moscow. The preacher-pastor system is a
popular form of di-gr ession, tainted with sectarianism, and
~headed for denominationalism. The Lord's prescribed course of
·discipline ·has been abused and disregarded by ambitious persons-domineering circuit-riders.
'
Diotrephes desired the pre-eminence; h e disregarded the
apostle, and caused strife among the disciples (3 John 9-11).
Demas, a profitable servant for some time, gradually drifted
into a state of a postasy (2 Tim. 4:10) . The Lord was displeased; and he is not happy over modern repetitions. Some
preachers should be "pasteurized" in order to burn up the bug
of ambitious arrogance; and thus pave the way for presbyters
(elders) to be "pastorized" accor ding to the Scriptures. The
time · is ripe .f or a serious consideration , of this passage: "Obey
· them that have the -rule (guide) over you, and submit to them:
fo r they watch in behalf_ of your souls, as they that shall . give
· account; that' they may do this with joy, and not with grief:
.for thJ.s were u~rofitable . for you" (Heb. 13:17).
~' :·
Christ a1~d Religious Error
· · .-. ·'i'h.e ·i 'ord -ni.anirested his attitude toward, and evaluation of,
the churches in Asia. Some were good and others were ]?ad;
'~ the rema inder were part good and part bad. All of them had
beard -the ·one and oiily g0spel which Christ commanded- his
-~posttes to preach te> every creature; and those congregations
~ \,;rete hpected to be of th e same faith and order. Christ com. mended · the - faithful, and condemned the opinionated. The dis'-obedi:£nt were called upon to repent- return to their first love
aRd do their fii'st work, .. or suffer the consequences.
'llhe Savior's appeal all(jl admonition clearl'y indicates the
-limitation of divine tolerance and spiritual communion (Rev.
- ~ : and 3). The restoration of Christian f ellowship begins with
. the' individual by ~ change in attitude o_f mind, an alteratiqn
in disposition of heart; and is consl!lmmated in reformatio!) of
word ·-and deed.
L et us strive to become detached from the environs of carnal
locaUties, _ former ties, and partisan bigotry by heeding the
final . a.pp eal of this excellent e}'listle :
"Whe~refore JesNs also, that he might sanctify the people with
,his Gwn bload, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth there_for.e unto him wit]umt the camp, bearing his reproach: For
here we have no continuing city, but we seek for one to come.
_By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of pr_aise to God
continl'lally, that is, the fruit of our lips -giving thanks to his_
na-me. But to do good and to communicate forget not:. for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased" (Heb. 1·3:12-14) .
547 East Walnut Ave., El Segundo, Calif.

Thir:d Annual Lectu.res in Europe
Otis Gatewood
The Thir d Annuaol European Lectureship has just come t.o a
close with one of the b est attendances we have had as yet at
this lectureship. Brethren f r om England, France, Belgium, Holland and from different parts in Germany were present and
took part in the lectcires. The !Drethren in Italy could not attend due to the fact that their visas were almost expired and
tbey were afraid to leave Italy for f ear they would not be
granted perm4ssion to return.
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Three were baptized and one was restored. Each evening
after the lectures, translation was made into German for those
who co~lld not understand English. By ::j,pecial ·arrangement
with the Chief of Chaplains Office in H eidelberg, soldiers were _
granted detached service to attend these lectures. This gave
them permission t,o stay here for the entire lectureship without it being counted against their leave time. This is the first
time that we have been able to make such an arrangement,
but there is a special provision in - the army regulations that
permit soldiers to attend such a series of religious services. W e
were- able to secure cots and mattresses from the .army. These
were placed in our classrooms. Our building was full during
the entire lecture week.
The program was prepared by Brethren Hug h Mingle and
Don Finto. Some of the outstanding issues discussed during the
day were, "How to Develop Self-supporting Congregations";
"How to Avoid Sectarian ·Trends" and "How to Retain Zeal
Among Missionaries and Brethren at Home." A very excellent
spirit prevailed among those present and everyone seemed determined to contribute something positive to the upbuilding of
the work generally. The experiences that one h ad gained in a
hard field was a source of encouragement to others. One particular thing struck m e in an outstanding way and that was
that th0se who carrie seemed to b e tired and greatly in need of
refreshing hours spent with their brethren.
Each Evangelist in Europe works pretty much alone under
hearts together is greater than that which is u sually found
very discouraging circumstances and the ties that bind our
among eyangelists . in the States. These periods -gf fellowship
are somewhat battery charges for us all. A spirit of love and
unity prevaps. One outstanding part of our lectureship was
the devo.tionals that we had together every morning at 9:30. It
seemed as -though eve-ryone was pouring his heart out with. all
the love and thanksgiving that was possible for human beings
to give. _ .
The church building in Frankfurt is the only one in Europe
that provides facilities; to house all who would like to attend
. the lectureship, so it was decided that the lectureship would be
held-here -.n ext year. The tentative days are August 1-8, 1954. If
any bret.h ren from America are planning trips to Europe next
summer, we urge you to make your plans to be here next tii\He.
We urge all soldiers in Europe -who - read this announcement
to _make their plans to get detached service and be with us next
_year .
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Ground Breaking for New Children's Home
Draws Large Audience
J. B. McCorkle
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as a separate family unit under the supervision of cottage par-·
ents.
·
•
A great need is known to exist for a dditional ahildren's homes.
Existing homes of the la~<d now offering sanctuary to the
homeless are being forced to turn children away almost weekly.
Officials of the State Department of Public Welfare state that
more suitable homes for children are badly needed.
Brother White would like to visit churches of the land and
explain in detail the plans and needs of the Children's Home of
Lubbock. Elders are urged to consider the inclusion of tfiis im-portant work in their 1954 budgets. Those interested in helping
in any way are requested to write to John B. White, Superint endent, Children's Home of Lubbock.
The new home will operate under the direct supervision @f
the 15 elders of the Broadway Church of Christ in Lubbock, .
Texas.

What Should I Pre~ch in a Gospel Meetingl
J. C. Choate

An estimated 800 members and friends of the church were
present f or t he ground-breaking ceremonies for the new children's home of Lubbock, · Sunday, October 11, at 3:00 P. M.
Mrs. Ida S. Collins, donor of the 200-acre farm on which the
home will be built, turned t he first earth. Many visiting preachers participated in the ceremonies by each turning a shovel of
dirt after being introduced by Brother M. Norvel Young, ministe~: of -the Broadway congregation of 15Jbbock. Among those
participating were Bascomb Litton, of Petersburg; Walt McDonald of New Deal; T. J. Finley of Dimmitt; Bill Andrews
of Brownfield; Evertt Huffard of Idalou, David Allen of Brownwood; Cecil Allen of Plains ; Richard Dacus of Wolfforth; 0.
E. Hunt of Shallowater; Lewis Hale of Lorenzo; Herschel! Dyer
of Lincoln, Nebraska; Cleon Lyles of Little Rock, Arkansas;
and Dean Brookshire, Jack Hardcastle, 0. H . Tabor, A . A.
Thomas, John T. Smith, Mont Whitson and H . R. Zamorano,
all of Lubbock.
Brother W. V. Maddox, one of the elders of the Broadway
congregation was master of ceremonies. Brother Don H. Morris, president of Abilene Christian College gave the invocation.
Brother J. P . Crenshaw, evangelist from Plainview, gave the
principal address. He called a ttention to the need for additional homes fo r children and emphasized the fact that churches of Christ shoul-d be foremost in this work.
Brother J ohn B. White, superintendent of the home, spoke
briefly on "The Conservation of our Children" and explained
details of the proposed construction, which will eventually care
for 300 or more children. A number of hymns were rendered
by a chorus' from the Broadway congregation under the direction of Horace Coffman, associate minister. Brother Cleon
Lyles, evangelist from Little Rock, Arkansas, led the closing
prayer.
Construction of the first unit will get under way immediately.
Other units will be built as rapidly as funds are available. It
is hoped that three or four can be completed within the next
few months_._Each unit will be a large family-size cottage with
facilities for 15 to 18 ·children. · The children in each will live

Since there are many gospel meetings being conducted, this
question is of much importance. Of course many various answers could be given and especially by the religious world. If
a gospel preacher should ask a question of this nature in certain audiences, the answers might be as follows:
1. "One night of the meeting you should give the life
story of some great man or woman ." Now I am quite sure that
a talk along this line could be made interesting, and yet, Paul
said that he was determined to know nothing but ,Christ and
him crucified (1 Cor. 2:2) . People ought to be more concerned
about the life story of the Son of God. Only in Christ is there
salvation (Matt. 26:28) .
2. "Preach a sermon on your life story. Yes, tell how you
got saved and how you · were called to preach. Tell the good
things of your life and the bad things that have happened to
you." Preachers have been known to waste and squander their
time on such. Almost all so-ca lled religious preachers or teachers devour their tim e and the time of others by telling hew they
"got saved" and how the Lord called them in some way to
preach. Such preaching· is nothing more than· pure ignorance
speaking. When an individual preaches the truth there is no ·
time f or foolishness. Why should· a preacher resort to his own
experiences? The Bible is complete and furnishes man unto all
good works (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). The word of God must be used
in connection with salvation. Paul declared that "we preach
not ourselves."
3. "Preach on the death of some loved one. Tell how someone's mother died, etc." I aD:l__guite sure that a preacher of the
gospel could spend much time in t elling death-bed stories or
graveyard t ales. I am also quite sure that in so doing that
people could be scared into obeying the Lord, over persuaded,
and forc ed into their action. But God's word does not force
such action. The love of Christ must be preached and the invitation that he extends to all (Matt. 11:28-30).
4. "Speak one nig ht on the world and its problems." De- ,
nominational preachers become very popular many times because they go about over the country speaking on world problems. Many of them go about speaking on prophecies and a
modern-day fulfilm ent of the same. And yet, we have newspapers and radios to find out about the "news and all that is
- connected with it. We should be more concerned about the
spiritual things of life than the carnal (Matt. 10:28; 16 :24-26).
5. "Preach on a good mor-a l life." I know that everyone must
live a good moral life. But, there will be many a soul lost in
the day of judgment because they have put their trust in
morality alone. God requires morality and obedience as well
(Acts 10).
6. "Preach on. love." Love is great and powerful (1 Cor. 13).
However, many do not understand true love. If we really love
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the Lord we will keep his commandments (John 14:23).
7. "Just preach Christ." In other word;, people just" want
the physical Christ preached only. People don't want r epentance,
baptism, and other commands preached. Listen dear friends,
when Christ is preached, the commandments of Christ are
preached (Acts 8). Furthermore, an individual that fails to
preach all .of the commandments of Christ, fails to preach
Christ.
We have' been discussing the disposition of the world toward
:Preaching. Now, let us find out what the Bible has to say
abo.ut preaching:
1. Preach the word: "I charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick mtd the
dead at his appearing and his kingdom; preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
al! longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:1, 2).
2. The scripture furnishes man unto all good works: "All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is pr-ofitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, fQr instruction in right. eousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:16, 17).
·
3. The truth make free: "And ye shall l!:now the truth, and
the truth shall make ye free" (John 8:32).
4; The Great .Commission: "And he said unto them, Go ye
into
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:15, 16; Matt. 28:1820).
5. Power of the word: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek" (Rom. 1:16).
6. Speak on the truth: "If any man speak, let him speak
as the oracles of God; if any m·a n minister, let him do it as of
the ability which God giveth : that God in all t'nings may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 'praise and dominion
for e.ver and ever. Amen (1 Peter 4:11).
7. Not to add, subtract, or substit!lte (Rev. 22:18, 19; Gal.
1:7-9).
8. Hear the word: "So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17; Matt. 17:5; Heb. 1:
1, 2; 2:1-3).
Salvation depends on the right message. Hence, only the
gospel message has power to save and to offer a reward (Rom.
1:16; 1 Cor. 15:58).
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At the Home of Cornelius
. (Acts 10)
A. R. Holton
Cornelius was a member of the occupation army stationed in
Palestine. The Roman government had many such ·stations in
their vast empire. Cornelius must have gotten many things
from the Jewish people among ·whom he lived because he was
a man of prayer and h e was a benevolent man. It is interesting
to note the difference in what the Jews stood for and in what ·
Cornelius may have known in Italy. In 'the first place, the
Jews were looking for a Messiah. It is the t'ragedy of all histary
that they rejected the oniy one that ever fit the .prophetic
ideals of the Messiah. Whatever Cornelius may have known
about God in Italy, he did not know of God through the Messiah. There were many of the Jews, however, who did_accept the
Messiah and did accept Christ as the Messiah. In Acts 10,
we firid that this is the one thing needed by Cornelius. He
was to be told what he should do, and included in what lie
should do was his obedience to the will of Jesus Christ as the
Messiah of God.
And ill the second place, Cornelius saw in Palestine the
greatest manifestation of home life of any people in all the
world. Nowhere else was home life stressed as much as it was
' in Palestine. The Jews through long centuries had learned . the
value of a home, and so Cornelius has learned this great lesson,
too, because it is in his home that the a~tion takes place.
More than once in the New Testament a home is the center of
great truth and the home becomes a. lighthouse in the darkness surrounding it.
In the next place, Cornelius had found in Palestine the greatest body of literahtre that the world of that day could have
known, the Old Testament Scriptures. These books of the
prophets and the historical books of the Old Testament form
a body of literature that Cornelius could not match in his native
Italy. This literature forms a part of our Bible and P~ter ~
his sermon to Cornelius makes good use of the prophets and
no doubt he relies on the knowledge Cornelius must have ·had of
the prophecies concerning Christ.
In the next place, Cornelius observed in Palestine worship in
the synagogue and in the temple. This was unique. Paganism
had its temples and its shrines but t h ere was nothing in the
ancient world to equal the synagogue and the temple, as the
Jews used them. No wonder Cornelius was a devout man. He
liked this element of life among the people with whom he
lived. He was ready then when Peter poin.t ed out to him that
which he should do. We are told that he received the Lord . and
that he obeyed the Lord. This obedience included water baptism. Peter, of course, was going by the revealed will of our
Lord in the Great Commission when he said, "Go, teach and
baptize." Here are p eople turning to Christ and turning away
from their sin, and turning to Christ was a very definite
step. It meant faith and repentance and confession and baptism. People were never in doubt as to what it meant to turn
to Christ. This is still the hope of all humanity. This is still
what men should do, and if we were able to stand before any
·a udience today and t ell the people what they ought to do, we
would have to include this wonderful experience of Cornelius.

The Search for Ancient Order, Eai;l W est,
Vols. 1 and 2, the set ----- - ---- - ---- - ------- -- 8.00
Campbell-McCalla Debate, one of the greatest of
Campbell's debates -- ---- - - - ----- -- - --------- , 3.00
Outlines of Bible History by B. S. Dean ------------ 3.00 .
The One-Volume Bible Commentary, covering the
entire Bible by J. R. Dummelow ___ _________ _ _: 5.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77-Austin, Texas.
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M. Norvel Young .
What Does The Bible Sayl
IT'S SMART TO BE GOOD!
Many yc;mng people get the idea that it's smart tq be bad.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Jesus clea;ly made
his appeal to young and old to keep his commandments because it is the smar~ thing to do! For example, Jesus said:
"Therefore whosoever heareth 'these sayipgs of mine, and doeth
them" is like a wise man who built his house on a rock. In
co~trast he said that the man ~ho did not do his commands
was like a foolish or "dumb" fellow who built ·his house on
the sand. When the rain descended and the floods came, and
the winds blew, the "smart" man's house stood firm, but the
"dumb" fellow's house was destroyed.
Again Jesus told the story of the "smart" and the "elumb"
girls who wai'ted for the bridegroom. The foolish or· silly ones
were not prepaJ;"ed when the bridegroom came and were shut
out of the wedding. This is another way of saying that it is
smart to be good, to do God's will. This is God's universe,
and he is the umpire. Someone has said: "No one has ever
really broken the commandments; they have simply broken
themselves upon them."
Again there is the case of the rich fool who laid up his
treasure here on earth and thought he would live" forever.
"But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shaH
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be which
thou hast provided?" (Luke 12). Notice that God did ·not
chide him for being bad or wicked. He put the finger on his
real trouble. He was "dumb," or 1'silly," "foolish." He should
have · used his business acumen to see that he could not live
1ong at best. His vision in material affairs had made it possible for him to become very wealthy. But his blindness in
spiritual matters cost him all of his f~rtune and his soul too.
Again Jesus asked: "For what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Matt. 16).
Jesus is pufting it on a profit and loss basis. To serve Satan
and sin is bad business. It is srna1t fo be good.
Most of us can see that crime doesn't pay. It is not clever
or smart to try to · get rich robbing banks. But if ·we realize
that it is "dumb" to try to get away with breaking man's laws
against robbing and killing, how much more foolish it is to
think we can get away with rebelling against God.
So, let me especially appeal to our young readers. Be smart.
Be good. Serve God and you will be rewarded with an abundant
life here and eternal life in the hereafter. It is sma1t to be
good!

Why Not Order Extra Copiesl
The World-Wide Mission report is ready for printing. Why
not order a number of extra copies for the church where you
w_orship. This rep01t is thrilling. It will increase your interest
in the far corners of the kingdom. It will stimulat~ greater
zeal at home as well as abroad. Here are· some of the reports:
Australia is Calling, Allan Flaxman; The Church in Tripoli,
Libya, J;,awrence E. Taylor; The Church in Austria Builds,
Bob Hare; The Cause in the Canal Zone, Reuel .Lemmons; Monte Vide Eu from Uruguay, David M. H-adwin; Canada Calls,
J. C. Bailey; New Testament Christianity in Belgium, S. F.
Timmerman, Jr.; Churches of our Lord in the Philippines,
Ralph Brashears.
The Crossroads of the Pacific, F. B. Shepherd; The Church
in Great Btitain, Leonard Channing; The Work in Scotland,
Andrew Gardiner; Mexico, the Land of the Future, Ben Cano;
Work in Japan 1948-53, Harry Robert Fox; The Restoration .

Plea in India, Prenshon Kharlukhi; Korea Rebuilts, S. K.
Dong; A Report on Germany after Six Years, Otis Gatewood;
A Conversion in Italy, Cline R. Paden; Nigeria-A 20th Century Restoration, Howard Horton.
Since the "Harvest Field" was .published in 1948 this will
be the most complete repo1t on the world-wide gospel efforts
of churches of Christ. Of course some lands are not included
for lack of space, but this issue contains material for many
illustrations in Bible classes and sermons. Let's spread it wide-;
ly!·· (5 cents per copy).

There Is No Substitute For Prayer
Why are Christians so often defeated by temptation? Why
are workers in the church so frequently discouraged and listless? Why are so many good people lacking in spiritual energy
and power to do great things for God? Why are so many
churches of the Lord not on fire with zeal for Christ? One
grea,t cause is lack of prayer in Jesus' name! There is no
substitute for prayer!
Prayer is described by ·W ebster as "an entreaty, a petition
addressed to God." It may be in the fohn of adoration or confession or supplication· or thanksgiving. .J t is talking with
God, and it is more than that. It is a communion with him, an
opening ·o f the heart to his will that he may express his power
through us.. William James said that prayer is "intercourse with
an ideal companion." God is our father, and we were created
in his image to dwell with him in peace. When we fail to
pray we are missing the fellowship with the only Person who
is able to make us what we ought to be. We might paraphrase
the words of the Hebrew writer and say: "Without prayer it
is impossible to be well pleasing to God for he that comes to
God must have enough ·faith in God . tkat he will pray frequently to God."
.
Some Christians have allowed the abuse of prayer to dis~
count the proper use of it. Any good thing can be abused, and
prayer has been abused. There are those who make false claims
as to their power to raise the dead, to take the place of good
medical beatment, and generally to perform miracles whiclJ.
cannot be substantiated with proof. Others try to substitute
prayer for obedience to the plain commands of the gospel. They
say that the alien sinner who has never obeyed the gospel
needs only to pray for forgiveness of sins and God will s::ve
him without the kind of faith which leads to obedience of the .
command for the sinner to repent and be baptized unto the
remission of his sins (Acts 2:38). Certainly prayer is no substitute for obedience to God's other commands. It is no substitute for repentance, for confession of faith in Chtist and
baptism into Christ. It is no substitute for giving of our money
to support tl~e cause of Christ, nor for any other command to
the Christian. But, let us underscore this too. The keeping of
all these commands is no substitute for prayer. In our age of
stress upon outward activity we are often tempted to think
that we can ke ep so busy doing good, visiting the sick, h elping
the needy, preaching private or publicly, writing, showing hospitality, that we will not need much prayer. In the early church
at Jerusalem the apostles refused to get so busy "serving
tables" that they would not have time for "continuing stedfastly in prayer." They had been with jesus, the man of prayer,
and he had taught them that prayer was of primary importance
in the disciple's life. There is an oid proverb which says: "S·atan laughs at our toil, . mocks at our wisdf!m, but trembles
when we pray." Our Lord taught his disciples a parable "to
this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint."
Surely, many of us faint because we fail "always to pray."
Truly, there is no substitute for prayer. ·
(Continued next issue)
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EDITORIAL
WORLD-WIDE EVANGELISM REPORT
A special issue of the Firm Foundation will be
printed for November 10, 1953. The subject is "Worldwide Evangelism Report". This special issue is under
the general direction of one of our editors, Brother
Norvel M. Young. Brother Young has spent some
time in correspondence with gospel preachers throughout the world, and the !lrticles for the special issue
are written ·direct from the fields by those engaged
in the work. The -various countries of Europe, Canada, China, Japan:, the Philippines, Australia, Africa,
and others will report. · Who is doing the work, how
it is being done and its progress and sl:lccess .is being
given by men on . the field, whose personal relations ·
with churches all over the United States will make an
'interesting, and, we ;might say, a thrilling report.
Who does not rejoice at the success that.is attained
through the evangelistic efforts of editors, preachers,
'teachers and. the churches generally throughout the
.world ~t the present time? Why not keep the good
work going, but in ,a still greater way? The Firm
Foundation is being sent all over the world to the
various mission points, on continents, and the Islands
of the Sea. Several 9f the Pacific Islands and on to ~
the Far East haye small ongregations of loyal disciples.
The interesting thing about this work is that it is
being done by the churches, that it 'is trulty a work of
the churches. There are no outside organizations,
such as the for-eign and home Missionary Societies,
that were advocated some sixty to one hundred years
ago. The workers and churche~ are not perfect, but ~
it is usually a misrepresentation on the part of anybody who declares that ·the work that is being done
by loyal disciples now is subject to the Scriptural and
logical · criticism that was directed against outside
organizations other than the church years ago. Now
that the churches are doing the work, we find some
who are hesitant and some who are highly critical of
the work. This work being done by loyal churches
is the very thing we contended for some fifty to seventy-five years ago. Let the churches do the work
instead of an outside organization with officials unknown in the New Testament and the very name of
the organization itself unknown in the New Testament. This was opposed ohe hundred years ago and
brought strife and division among the churches. F1nally the churches advocating humanly organized societies for doing the work of the church pulled off and
formed the popular denominational _church known as
the "Christian Church." It ·is rejoiCing to know how
much is being done, how great an opportunity lies before us, and all of it in the simple New Testament
order. I think I h~ve read and examined as much
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literature in connection with the wor~ that is being ,
done by chur~hes of Christ, as anybody, and I am
gratified at the reports that are given me from the
churches ·everywhere that they are m~ing at home and
abroad the very same methods and embracing the very
same opportunities in the establishment of churches
and the usual New Testament procedure in the'ir organization. When · a number of people are baptized
in any co·m munity, it is a general practice of those
doing such work, to make these churches an independent congregation without interference from 'outside
churches and this same plan an'd procedure, I am
told by those doing the work abroad, is exactly the
same way as it is being done ·a t home. It is under
the direction of its elders who are appointed as early
as practical and Scriptura~.
How r Many Shall We Print?
It is of immen~e importance that as soon as you
r~ad this, you communicate .with the Firm Foun¢lation Pub-lishing ·:House by letter or preferably by tele.,.
phone or t elegram, stating how many . copies you can
use at the special price of $4.00 per hundred copies:
Every chu·rch · in the land should have a nice bundle
of 100 or several hundred copies of this issue of the
Firm Foundation. It will help your local work. It
will encourage, inform and enlighten your congrega:.
tion, and it will set in motion many latent activities
in the great, ripe harvest field for the glorious gospel
of Christ.

We Want to Know How Many Copies to Print
The time is very short. Please wire us today how
many copies your ·congregation can use. Don't wait
to write. The first order we received calls for 500
copies by one congregation. With the wealth of many
congregations this, of course, is a very small -itemonly $20.00 for 500 copies of this great issue of the
Firm Foundation. Brethren, will you help us? Will
you rise in the strength of Israel's God to go forward
in conquering the world for Christ? As the paper
must be printed some days ahead of publishing date,
please give us your order now. The date of the paper
will be Nov~mber 10, 1953. It must go to press, however, nearly a week ahead of that date and we want
to know how many to print.
Commentary on Second Corinthians and Galatians
· by Lipscomb-Shepherd ----------------------- 3.00
Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians
by J. W. Sh'e pherd --- - ----------------------- --- ----· 3.00
The Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars -------- 21i.OO
Handfuls on Purpose, an immense fund of expository
outlines, select Bible readings, short scripture
studies, e~c., 13 volumes ____________________ 30.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
AUBtiu., TeJ:aa:

·Box '1'1
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Little Men Obscure the Greatness of the Church
Cleon Lyles
People who recall their reading of "Gulliver's T'ravels" will
remember the splcmdid illustration of Lemuel Gulliver prostrate
on the gr.o.und tethered to the earth by a thousand tiny thre:~.ds.
Little men did that and they were swarming all over his body
when he awoke.
Those who have lived long enough to look back over a few
years' history of our country will recall that many men have
sold their country to the enemy because of a desire for gain,
or because they were too ignorant to be in a position of trust.
We always think of such men as little men.
Little men have always obscured the greatness of the Lord's
church. Perhaps Paul realized this would take · place when he
wrote: "Give no offense to the church." The church of our
Lord is God's finished work. It is the sum and substance of
God's creative power. It represents God and his Son i.n their
fullness, and was designed to magnify the· name of our God.
This church was built to stand out in the world above all else
that the world might produce. If allowed to appear in its true
light; the church will reveal the _greatness of God to people of
the world. But the church does not always appear in its true
light. Let us notice some ways in which men often reveal their
littleness.
.
~
/
One who allows his own desires to Gause friction in the
church, or in holding out f01; what he wants, keeps the church
from moving on, is destroying the greatness of the Lord's
body and revealing his own littleness. Of course we are not
talking of things that are right ·and wrong, but of things that
may be neither right or wrong as far as morality may be concerned. One reason why men sometimes do this is because of
their inability to see the consequences of what they are doing, but it still reveals littleness.
Then there are those with small political minds who work
their way into some leading position in the church · and try to
satisfy their desires for power. Usually such men have never
been what you would call a success at anything else. -But they
have wanted to occupy positions of authority. When· such ~
person receives any recognition in the Lord's body the church
will lose her greatness through his littleness.
Each generation has produced its share of those who envy
others in their goo'l:l fortune. Men of this caliber had rather
see the cause of Christ go backward instead of forward if they
are not receiving the credit for its growth. I have known men
who really rejoiced when a congregation ·failed, or wept when
one succeeded. Such people are famous for such statements as,
"Oh, all they want is to satisfy their pride"; "They are just
interested in being big," etc. I suppose people with such dispositions will always be here, but _so long as they are the Lord's
church will suffer to the extent of their limited influence.
When brethren air their difficulties before the world they
are obscuring the greatness of the church because of their
littleness. I believe in taking care of matters that harm the
church, but there is a place where it should be done., That
place is not before those who are not members of the Lord's
body. ·Many congregations have been held up in their progress,
and sonie destroyed, because men of little minds got to fighting each other over some so-called doctrinal difference, which
later proved to be ninety-nine percent of, "Who is to be the
greatest in the kingdom of God?" Men have waged such fights
for years and then turned right around and embraced the
thing they condemned. When such happens we cannot help but
believe that the fight waged was merely a struggle for air in a
stagnate environment created by their own desire for recogpition which their ability was unable to command.
We may not ever make such an impression on others as we
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would like, but the one thing within the reach of all is bigness. 'May the Lord help us to never obscure the greatness of
his church because of our littleness.
Little Rock, Arkansas.

From Abilene Christian College
Walter E. Burch
A]1lproximately 1,800 students, visitors and special guests
were present at the formal opening af Mabee Dormitory for
Men at AbilE;) ne Ch1istian College, October 6.
Among the guests were Mr. and Mrs. John E. Mabee of Midland and Tulsa, Oklahoma, who set up the foundation which
financed the dormitory.
The Mabees flew down from Tulsa with directors of the
Foundation. The couple was honored during the hour and a
half openi!J.g ceremonies which began in the chapel services and
later moved over to the dormitory for unveiling of the bronze
placque and portraits of each of them.
Frank E. Stickle acted as spokesman for the Foundation's
trustees, who included F. C. Swindell of Tulsa and Guy Mabee
of Midland.
Another Tulsa visitor was Paul Taliaferro, .e xecutive vice
president of Sunray Oil Company and long-time friend of the
Mabees. They flew down in the company's nine-passenger plane.
Also accompanying them in the plane was Mrs. Logan
Stephenson, whose late husband was a Foundation trustee, and
a nephew of the Mabees, Louis Mabee.
Other guests included Ed Wilson and George Sowden of
Wilson and Patterson, architectural firm from Fort Worth
which designed the new building; Contractor...Al Ward and his
wife of Tulsa; and the artist who ·did the Mabeest portraits,
Frederic Mizen of Chicago and Baylor University, who was
present with his wife.

From Abilene Christian College
Walter E. Burch
....Two irrigated farms, totaling 390 acres and valued at more
than $200,000, have been given to Abilene Christian College
on an annuity basis ·by Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Williams of Lubbock.
The gift was revealed_ October 7 by B. Sherrod, president of
the college's Board of Trustees from Lubbock, following ACC's
regular morning chapel devotional.
Mr. and Mrs. Williams were presented to the students and
received a rousing ovation.
"Instead of giving us the praise, give God the glory," Williams addressed the students. "For God has been. with us, and
may this small gift be used for the glory and upbuilding of the
cause of Chri?t."
Mrs. Williams, visibly affected by the student reception, said
tearfully, "Let us all give the glory to God."
Sherrod ·described the two farms as "two of the best in the
Panhandle."
He said Mr. and Mrs. Williams had spent their lives on a
farm and worked hard. "They accumulated what they have,
not by asking the government for secmity, but by good, honest
hard work," added Sherrod.
The gift cam~ on the heels of the appeal made by ACC
trustees to "speed up .the college's development program."
President Don H. Morris said the decision on the tise of the
Williams' gift would, be made by the Board. He indicated to
students, however, that the money derived, from the farms
may be the start on urgently needed f;J.cilities for the Bible
and Home Economics Departments and classrooms .

•
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FROM THE HARVEST .FIELD

Tuesday, October 27, 1953
Elbri<lge B. Linn, 1903 University Avenue,
Austin, ·T exas, October 15: Last Lord's day
three placed membership and two were baptized h e re at th e University Avenue congregation.

Tlllit S. Ted<llie, Box 314, Sulphur Springs,
Cltas. E . Park;er, 711 Blackworth, Miami,
E. c. lUcH:enzie, Box 1164, Montgomery,
Texas, October 19: Two placed membership Oklahoma, October 1: Three baptisms, one Alabama, October 14: At noon yesterday,
and one was baptiz ed October 18. Excellent r estoration and four added by me:n'ibership a sixty-year-old · railroad man requested that
attendance in all services of the church.
during September.
I b a ptiz e him at the earli est possible minu.te, I did.
Winstead 0. Cooper, Nocona, Texas, SepJack Southern, Shidler, Ok la homa, October
t -e mber .28 : . We had more additions to the _ 13: The -church here just clos ed a meeting
Dale R. Larsen, 5148 Dodge· Street, Omaha
church a t Saint Jo by baptism lj,nd transfer in which I did the preaching. ·More tl).an 3, Nebraska, October 15 : Eight baptize'd,
of membership in t he 'month of August than 100 visitors registered. Four were baptized
·two restor.ed, and four identified here in
any month sinc'l I · have worked with them. and two were restored. This makes · a total
· past three weeks. Nine of these responses
Ther·e - was one res tor!!-Uon; one baptis m, and of eleven added to the congregation since
came during 11-day meeting with Robert
three transferred· membership the 27th.
we came here August 16.
E. Gulley o.f Casper, Wyoming, preaching.
Geo. s. Wilkins, Box 334, Eldorado, Oklahoma, .October 19: After nine -mont_hs V~:"ith
the church ):lere, I have accepted work with
the Carlsbad, Sanatorium, Texas, church.
My address after the 26th. will be Box 128,
Sanatorium, Texas. -- No one has been sele.c.t ed for the work here. Anyone Interested,
write . S. A. Ceok, Eldorado, ·Oklahoma.
.
Boyd D. Fanning, Pearl & Bryan, Dallas,
51'exas, October 16: I have just closed a tenday meeting with . the Sherlda:n Blvd . .church
of : Denver, Colo.rado.
LeRoy Murphy, the
local preachez: was a true yoke-feUow. Paul
Moffitt, minister for the Englewood church
directed the singing in a fine way. It was
most pleasant to have · fellowship with several good preachers of Denver. T-wo were
restored.

J. E . . Norman, Box 551, Ventura, California,
Howard Carter, 4310 Gables Street, Ama'rillo, Texas: If you are in need of a gospel September 28: This leaves me In <Paso Ropreacher for local work, I would be glad bles, teaching a special class in Bible · for
I a,m
to hear from you. Have had . thirteen years the church here; Interest is good.
experience. The last local work was with clsing my work over here and plan. to be
the Central congregation here in Amarillo. bacJs In Texas for good and will be glad to
I shall be glad ,to hear from you, and come hear from any church needing an expert- enced· man. Write me at the above address.
for an appointment. Phone 44507.
G. A. Dunn, 629 N. Van Buren Ave., Dallas,
Texas, October 15: ' September 30 we closed
,a meeting In Waverly, Tennessee, wi t h five
baptisms · and two restorations. A man eighty -five. :rea-r s old was baptized. Brother Jim
· Porch directed the singing. Folk from many
places attended the meeting. They have a
nice new b1>ick house on the most prominent
street.
The ·meeting was profitable and
pleasant.

.cecil Allen, Box 50, Plains, Texas, October
12: ·Had meeting at Bethel Schoolhouse ne3:r
Whitney September 7-13.
No conversions,
b11 en j oyed working with the brethren at
Whitney again. Our work out here continues in a fine way. At the conclus~on of
services last night a fine ' young man and
his wife were baptized. Have others _attending that we hope will obey soon. · No
building as ye~ and no help toward it.

I

Joe Lomax, Vega, Texas, October 9 : Andy
W. Burks of Carlsbad, New Mexico, did the
preaching in our fall meeting. Four were
baptized. Our meeting got off to a-n excel'lent beginning by a preacher's meeting
which was held on the second day of the
meeting. Present were 15 visiting preach_ers and · two visiting elders. Brother Andy
is a good preacher and the congregation
her·e received much good from him and the
lessons he brought. When passing through
Vega, stop and worship with us.
Charles lU. Adams, Box 285, Cle'v eland,
Oklahoma, October 17:
W. Curtis Porter
jusf closed a debate with A . J. Wall (Missionary Ba.p tist) .
It lasted four nights.
Brother Porter is a past master of the art
of mal<ing. a Baptist preacher say things he
never intended to say. Our work continues
to grow in every good way. .It is the conviction of this writer that the four night
discussion that was conducted h ere did morEl
good than a ten-night meeting. We enjoy
the Firm Foundation's splendid articles each
week. May they ~ontinue. Pray for us.
• . C. Y. Pettigrew, Box 5'62, Aspermon_t, T exas, October 9: It ha" been. some time since
I have mad e a report though I hav.e not
been idle. The last Lord's day i;, August I
fini s h ed three years' work with · the church
in Crowell, T exas. There were 51 added to
th at group whil e there, also with the help
of our Lord we helped build a very attrac•
tive building. The n ew church is an asset
to the city. Our work h e r e in Aspermont,
Texas, is very encouraging. We have a very
fine group of Christians here with a mind
to worl{. We have b ee n h~re five Lord's
d ays , and have had twelve responses. Let
us give all the pra ises to our Lord. His
_gosp el is the power ·of God unto salva tion.
Anyor.e r ead ing this article who knows of
someone near Aspermont that I may be able
to h elp pleas e contact me at ~Y address
above. Pray for us:

R. Leonard Owen, Box 446, Atoka, Oklahoma, October 14: Alston L. Tabor, McAlester, Oklahoma, concluded an interesting
and profitable series of gospel meetings
here September 16.
Three were b a ptized
ana ·three were restored. We enjoyed a fine
m eeting with the church In Caney, Oklahoma, September _28 through October 7 in which
five were· baptized and f ive were restored.
On October 19, the Lord will!ng,) shall beg in a gospel meeting with the church in
Coalgate, Oklahoma.
Ross Mereditl•, Elgin, Texas, October 16:
Si-nce the first of the year we have had 15
baptisms, 5 restored, 22 placed membership
tota lling 42 additions in · all. Our Sunday
morning Class attendance rea ched a record
of 9•6 recently and we had been having approximately 120 in attendance on Sunday for
the Lord's Supper. Peace and harmony prevall and we have this year begun a congre gation for the colored people with a small
building and much hope for pro g ress. The
Lord has been very good to us. To him .a.nd
his word belongs all the credit.
Jess H . Hull, 3205 Denton Highway, Fort
Worth, Texas, October 19: September 7-20
I was in a good m eetin g with Brother W.
C. Anderson and brethren at Rosiclaire, Illinois. There were no visible results at Rosiclaire but we trust that good was d one otherwise. September 21-30 I did the preach ing in a m eet ing at Milburn, Kentucky. Four
were baptized durin g the Milburn meeting.
Brother Rupert IVIartin is working with the
brethren at Milburn . I will return to Mil burn n ex t year for :J.nother m eeting. Our
work here at Birdville in Fort Worth is moving on in a very splendid way. Due to my
change to Fort Worth from Paducah, Kentucky, I have time fori one me eting during
the spring of 1954. If I could be of heip
to you in a meeting you could address me
as above.

A. c. Huff: Brother Clean Lyles closed a
good meeting here at the 9th and Columbia
churc h Wednesday night. There were five
baptisms and six restored or three restored
and two placed membership. It was a great
me eting otherwise. Brothers J. P. Crenshaw
and Bobbie Hoover are laboring with the
congregation and they are both able and
worthy preacherl;;. Both are highly esteemed
by. the church. They are talking of en l arging the auditorium to make room for the
worl' th ere.
John H . Banister, 3014 Skillman, Dallas,
Texa s , October 19: I recently assisted the
church in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, in a gospel meeting. €>ne was baptized, six restored,
an d one identified. Excellent crowds. Hugo
McCord labo rs as local evangel!st. This cong regatio n has grown in recent years to
where it is one of the best iii Oklahoma.
Seven have been baptized and four have
placed m e mbership here at Skillman Avenue
the past two weeks. George H. Stephenson
preaches in our m eeting October 25th to
November 1st.
J. Emmett Wainwright, 547 E as t Walnut
Avenue, El Segundo, California, Octob e r 14:
Some three hundred per sons were present
for special services at 1162 15th Street, San ta Monica, w h ere the Negro congregation
. invited R. N. ;Hogan and this scribe to speak
in their commodious building. The month
of S eptember in Prescott, Arizona, was a
pleasant expe ri e n ce with a fine group where
B rother Ted Bollier h as been preaching and
is now evangelizing; and the new pr eacher,
Brother Harry P ickup, Jr., is under way
w ith a bright fu t ure for the cause of Christ
there.
Brother Forrest Shaffer, an ACC
product', and pioneering in Illinois, spoke ( at .
4016 East Grand, El S egundo, to an appreciative group last Lord's day, while I spoke
twic e at 2528 El Cajon Boulevard, San Diego
where one was baptized, one recla.imed, and
four by m e mbership.

Tuesday, October 27; f953
Dill '.rhom(>son, Lufkin, Texas, October 12:
Two baptized last week. New congregation
established on Union Road with approximately one hundre d members from the
Fourth and Groesbeck church.

J. I. Chitwootl, 22 - 33rd St., North, Great
Falls, Montana: The work here is progress ing nicely. The men of the congr egation
take turns preach in g on Sunday morning
and Sunday nights are usually devoted to
Bible study. Anyone knowing of Christians
located at the Great Falls Air Base should
give us their_ names and. information such
as would be needed to locate th-em.
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J. T. 1\Iarlin, Sweetwater, Texas:
During
E . C. 1\lcKenzie, Box 1164, Montgomery,
Alabama, October 12: Our work at Catorpa th e past two Sundays three have responded.
Street is very encouragin g .
Yesterday I A Roman Catholic was baptized.
baptized two very fine men.
One was a
Tillit s. Teddlie, Box 314, Sulphur Springs,
Methodist, the other a Baptist.
Texas, Octqber 13: One restor ation Sunday,
Cl:trenec C. Gobbel, 1157 E. Mabel, Tucson, October 11. A specia l song service will be
A ri zona, October 18: Three have been add - h eld here Sunday afternoon, Novemb er 1st.
ed here since our last report. One was bap- Many communiti es w ill be repres ented.
tized and two placed membership. Our meetJohn 1\1. Burnett, Box 973, Ajo, Arizona,
ing with J. D. Rothwell preaching c losed
last Wednesday night, with fine attendance October 11: The work here is getting along
throughout and the best of preaching. We fine. The brethren say the work is at Its
shall reap the results of such fine preach- all time high for wh ich we give God the
praise. One has been baptized and one· re Ing fo r some time to come.
stored since last report. The brethren have
c. B. Thomas, Corpus Christi, Texas, Oc- asked me to preach in our fall meeting betober 13:
Brother G. C. Brewer did the ginning Sunday, October 25, through Wedpreaching in our meeting which closed the nesday, Novemb er 4.

Dur,vood Boggs. 7825 Hillard, Dallas, Texas, October 14: The Pleasant Grove church
of Christ is continuing to grow. We have
had record .attendance at Bible classes and 11th. The preaching its e lf wa.s wonderful
Charles F. Scott, Box 25, Old Hickory, Tenprayer m ee ting services for several times and the ge n eral interest good, but there
Brother Willard Co llins did the
straight recently. Our house is ov erflow- were no baptisms. We continue to press nessee:
ing. About · 10 were added by membership, ahead in the Master's work. Our budget for preaching, and Bob W in stead led t h e s ingbaptism and r estoration during Augu'St and the next fiscal year is $62,400·.00, and it is ing In a m ee ting that c losed here last n ight.
Attendance was the highest in recent years,
September.
all · allocated.
with au<iiences exceeding a thousand some
of the nights. • Twenty-seven were baptized,
James v. Curlee, 707 Bonsall Avenue, BalWalter w. Leamo.ns, Junction, Texas, Ocand thirtee-n confessed faults.
tob er 16: My oldest son has been in Korea 14nger, Texas: Four have placed member several months and expects to . spend the ship with the Eighth Street church here
Willard Collins; David Lipscomb College,
winter there.
His address: Pvt. John D. recently, and all pha·s es of the work seem
Leamons US54089150, B Btry· 3rd AAA ·AW to be quickened and on a n upward trend. Nashville, Tennessee, October 15: I closed
BN (SP), APO 468 C/0 PM, San Francisco, For this we thank · God, .a.n d take courage. my eighth and · last m eeti n g for 1953 last
California. Work continues to prosper here To all my. preaching brethren, elders, and night. In these m ee tings 134 were baptized,
at Tenth Street church. Brother Alex Mc- others who wrote me this past summer while 58 restored, and three placed membe,rship.
Donald, an elder at Broadway in Lubbock, I was changing works, I wish to express The meetings were held in L ewisburg, T en recently visited us and made an inspiration- deepest . gratitude. Bet wishes to you and nessee; Arlington, · Virginia; Fayetteville,
Tenn essee ; Richland, Washington; Milan,
al talk.
yours and to all brethren everywhere.
Tenn essee, Ashland City, T e nn essee ; Shelby
Avenue, Nashville, T e nnessee; and Old H icW. s. Boyett: 141<6 N. Hudson, Altus, OklaB . B. Hnrdlng, 4.37 S. Th ompson, Vinita, kory, Tennessee.
There were 27 baptisms
homa, October 12: I did :the preaching in a Oklahoma, October 12: Th e r e have b een three and 14 restorations in the Old Hickory meetmeetin'g with the church in Eunice, New restorations here recently. One was bap- ing which closed October 14. The attend Mexico, which c losed October 4th. Fine at - tized during the tent meeting at Bluejacket. ance averaged 817 per service for the 13
tendance and interest were characteristic Rain prevented the last two services, and
services.
of the meeting throughout. Two were bap- sectarian prejudice kept many away throughtized and two restored.
I hav e promised out the meeting. Attendance from Vinita,
Robert Gordon "Clement, Marlow, Oklahoto return for another meeting n ext year. In Miami, and Timb er Hill was excellent. The
the local work here in Altus during the colored meeting has been postponed until ma, October 1: It began witH a telephone
month of September, six were baptized, one next summer · when we can use open-air as call a few months ago. We visited the man
restored and one identified. I will be with no place can be found for this fall; the do - in the hospital and spoke with him about
the church in Visalia, 8alifornia, in a meet- nated tracts will be kept and use.d next s um- pis soul. Other visits followed, ' soon he was
dismissed; l e tt ers, bulletins, encoura.ged bim
mer.
ting from November 6 through 15th.
to attend a Sunday evening servic e-his interest was a rous ed. He and his wife came
Gordon L. Downing, City Park Church of
Ira Y. Rice, Sr., writes from Norman, Okregularly fo r a month, then Sunday evehing
lahoma, October 17: I closed a gospel meet- Christ, Floydada, Texas, October 12: Since they requested that Brother Russell Fowler
ing with the church in Lindsay, Oklahoma, our Sept. 14, 1953 report, two have placed baptize them. Brother Fowler, one of our
Wednesday night of this week. Visible re- membership, four have confessed faults, and pastors, had with his wi~e aided them to an
sults of the meeting were 26 responses to one man was baptized. Our study program understanding of the Scriptures. Th ese two,
the gospel. Five baptisms and 21 to con- is one that a ny group would be proud of. with five others baptized, two who have
tess faults. Brother Harold Thurman is the More and more men and boys are taking been restored and two who have placed
faithful minister for that congregation, and an active part in th e worship services be- membership with us have e nlarged our num is doing a fine · work. Brother J. D. Bryant cause of the training progra m of the church. ber in Septemb e r . Pray for us that 'we
conducted the singing in the meeting in a The ladies are assisting in a wonderful way might enter the doors of opportunity open fine way. To Jehovah and his Son go all the with their hospital visitation program. Pil- ing before us . All in driving distance are
praise, -honor and g lory, for a ll that was low corsages are given to each patient once invited to share with us the blessings of
accomplished during the meeting. I am to each week and this is creating much favor- gosp el pr eaching by Dale Brooks of San Anbegin a song drill for Northside church in ab l e comment and g ivin g opportunities to tonio in our meeting schedu l ed November
teach.
Oklahoma City Monday night, the 19th.
15 - 25 .
- M. E. Waltlrum, Box 446, Santa Rosa, New
M ex ico , October 12: I recently conducted
my third meeting at Lindreth, New Mexico,
a small rura l community in th e northern
part of this state. They now have nine activ e m embers, and m ore were found who had
been out of duty for a long time.
This
small congregation h as bought a lot, walled
in, and roof ed a: building by themselv es.
Non e a re high salaried. But they need some
finan c ia l assistance to finish their building
befor e co ld weather .
They need ceiling,
floor, doors, and other fin-ish. They have
so· far done their own work an<i bought material s as they went. Truly, this is a worthy
call. Any desiring fellowship in ·this work
should contact Bill Hatley, Regina, New
Mexico:

F. F. Conley, 225 Davis Blvd., Ellt City,
Oklahoma, October 19: The Seco nd and Ad ams Street church 1n Elk City, Oklahoma,
is at peace. Good will and fellowship pre vail.
The work is in exce ll e nt condition.
In the last two months we have had about
two · hundr ed and fifty restorations, baptisms
a nd people
to
id entify themselves as
m e mbers of the Lord's church. The po ss ibilities here are unlimit ed. I moved here · from
the Gulf Street church in Beaumont where
I enjoyed a very p l easant an·d profitable
worl<.
Brother Norma n Starling has been
secu red to assist in the Gulf Street work in
Beaumont and good reports have come from
his efforts. When passing through western
Ok l ahoma, stop and worship with us at Second and Adams Street in Elk City.
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V . J ·. Cullum, ~ryd£on, Texas, October 15:
On Octob e r 1·1 we concluded more than three
years' worlc with N. Military church, and
b egan at Bryson, Texas, October 12th. Dur ing our stay in Oklah oma City the church
more thal'l doubl ed and we expect continued
growth there . We expect a good work here .

FOUNDATION

George 'riz>ps, 211 W. Grand, Jackson, Tenn essee, October 16:
S ix baptized, one resto red, a nd one identified in our fall meeting at High land with I. A. Douthitt preach ing. Th e l esso ns were tim ely and overflow
crowds were in attendance at a lmost every
service.

Garvin ltl. Thoms, 2213 l''oods id e Avenue,
Charles J, Horton, Route 4, Box 24-H, Cor pus Chr'isti, T exas, October 10·: Today mark s Springfield, Ohio, Octo b e r 9: Since Septem the end of our first month of work with b er 1s t we h ave be en wo rking in Springthe Fl_our Bluff congregation of the church field, ·ohio. Th e re has b een one confession
in Corpus Christi. Tl;lere h as been one addi - of faults an d one baptism. The congregation
tion recently. The Na-val Air Station is lo- has a "mind to work," a ladies' Bib le 9lass
cated only a short way from the church and a per s onal workers' class having been
building, and we would be glad to contact started. Brethren moving this wa.y will find
anyone at the Base, in the interest of the the me etin g house located at 2863 East High
.
church, if furnished with n a me and address. Street at Willis Avenue.
Bill ltlcCown, P. 0 . Box 201, Liberty, Texas, October 13: Elmer Moore, minister at
Day.to n, Texas, met J. M. Wallace, of the
United P entecostal church, · in a four-night
public discuussion October 6-9, in Dayton.
Thomas B. Warren of Fort Worth moderat ed
for Brother Moore and a Mr. Evans of Lake
Charles, La., for Mr. Wallace. Discussed were
the One -God doctrin e and the continuation
of the Holy Spirit in a b ap tismal measure
and the wo-rking of miracles. Brother Moore
defended th e truth in fine fashion and was
the master of the situation at all times. His
defense of the truth' was positive an d clear.
Both disputants conducted themselves as
gentlemen at all times. The discussion was
productive of much good to the cause . of
Christ in Dayton and in the surrounding
area. Our work at. Webster and Fannin in
Liberty continues to show a, fine interest.
\'Vith the prevalent spirit of cooperation,
much good sho uld r·esult.
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Will w. Slater, Box 7178, Sylvania Station,
Forth Worth 11, Texas, October 12: Much int er est was manif es ted a nd much good accomplished fn the singing schoo l in Concord·,
Oklahoma. I am to begin a me eting at Gospel Chapel, Licking, Mo., n e:~>t Lord's day.
It will be my second effort with them.
I
go from there to C la rk Lake, Michigan, for
a m ee ting. ' It w ill c l ose my work for the
year. If I can help you in a sing-ing school,
or me e ting, this -winter, write me.

Floytl A. Deeker, 2811 Creswell, Shreve port, Louisiana, October 12: Brother C. R.
Nichol, Clifton, T exas, closed a very fine
meeting with us last night. Enjo.yed being
with Brother Nichol again and the brethren
here were hi ghly pleased with the kind and
yet vigorous manner of his preaching. I
begin at Tomball, Texas, November 9th.
Brother D. W. Nichol, brother of C. R. Ni cho l, is the preacher there. Our work continues to improve. After about two weeks
· my address will be 553 Kirby Place- n ex t
door to the church building which is on
Creswell at Kirby.
The church recently
purchased the Kirby Place property and it
is n early r eady to occupy.

Etlgar Furr, 417 W. Dimmit, Crystal City,
Texas, October 12: Just closed a meeting
with the ·Fair Gro und Road congreg"a tion
in San Angelo Sunday nig-ht. Two were re stored. Baptized four h ere at home rece ntly.
Our s umm er meeting with Brother M. R.
Phillips preaching resulted in four baptisms.
I begin a meeting in Victoria Monday night,
October 19th, and will be in Hankamer,
Texas, November 22nd for ten days, a nd in
Eagle Pass December 6th for a meeting.
Worl{ here in Crystal City is in fine shape
with best interest ever. Attendance at Texas . Normal Singing Schoo l this past summer
was the largest ever, and our Bible camp
was well attended. This program is conducted in Sabinal each June.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

R. L. Roberts, Box 247, Decatur, Texas,
Octob er 1Q: During the second week in August I l;l.eld a very good meeting for the Mud
Camp congregation n ear Burkesvi1le, Kentucky. Six were baptized and one was restored. It had been sixteen years since my
last meeting there.
On my way to St.
Marys, W. Va., where I spoke at both services Aug. 23rd, I visited Cane Ridg-e meeting house n ear Paris, Ky. While in West
Virgin ia I spent a day visiting at Bethany.
As I looked over the places of interest there,
I cou ld not h elp wondering if the greatest
mi stake of Campbell's lif e was not the es tablishing of a college. It was from this . school
that the men came who l ed in the digressive movement to establish the Missionary
Society and the introducing of instrumental
music into the worship of the church. I was
very courteously shown the places of interest by an o·f ficial of the school. On the
third Sunday in July,. 1954, I am to begin a.
meeting at Christian Chapel, Henderson
county, Tennessee. Would like to book ·one
or two more in that section.

Phone: PResident 4-4736

WOOD CRRVInGS

Oliver c. Cunningham, 40·6 Ch es tnut, Cookevill e, T e nne.s<see, October 14: Last Sunday
th er e were 240 at BibJ:ie School for an alltime recorcl at William Street. There were
12 4 Daily Bible Readers or 51 % of' the Bible
1
School.

Clhitou W. Whitten, Auburn, Alabama, OcJohn T. Sha~ublin, 803 Largent Street, McK inn ey, Texas: I wish to r eport my change tob er 10:
13 3 College stud ents h ere last
of add r ess to you and also to the brother.- Sunday exceeded by 31 the previous record
hood. We mo ve d h ere on the Ninth of this of s tudent attendance at one service set the
month. We were r ece ived most graciously week before when 102 were pr esen t. Th e
by th is fine group of Christians and are la r gest numb e r of Christian students here
very happy to be with them . . W e had a thi s fa ll in the hi s tory of this college -town
very fine day o ur first Sunday and are look- congregation: 165 are on our li st as meming forward to a fine and pleasant work b ers , mates of m e mbers ·o r from Christian
h ere. To that end we beg the pr aye rs of hom es.
a ll th e sain ts.
· Donglns H. Perkins, Denver, Colorado, OcT. Re1;inahl Boley, 2825 Av enue E, Fort tober 9: Last Lord's day was another fine
WDrth 5, T exas, October 12: At the present day for the church in South Denv er, which
I am visiting Chico, T exas, on th e second m eets at 200,5 So. Lincoln Stree t . S-i x peoand fourth Sundays each month. This is a pl e were added to the lo cal church. Four
small congregation, but they are much con- were by transfer, one was restored and on e
cerned about the work in and around Chico. was baptized. Attendance and int er est at
We are doing much good per sonal visiting. all services were fine . I am in my seventh
There are a few famili es who seem unco n- year with this good church. Last Tuesday
cerned.
So many are unwilling • to accept night I began a gospel meeting with the
perso n a l responsibilities.
Brother W. S. church in Coweta, Oklahoma. This is · my
Willis, Fort Worth, did a good work among fifth meeting in Coweta. A man who is head
of a family has been baptized thus far.
them last year.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. l'tlarks Avenue
Brooklyn IS, New York
WILLIAM N. FRYER-E-vangelt.t
ROGER W. HAWLEY-EvangeUJit
Sunday-10:00 A.Jtl. and 8:00 P.H.
Wedne5dny-':':30 P .-ltl,

PEWS PULPITS LHTERnS
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COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply Df
fresh, pure, unleaven ed bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
indefinitely. ·Every c ongregation, should hav,e
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartDns, each, $2.35, postpaid.
'FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, TeXJUI
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Jllaleom P . Hin ckley, 3034 E . Gage, Hunt ington Park, California, October 9 : Sunday
was the 24th anniversary of this congrega tion.
Five answered the i nvitation: one
was baptized, one placed memb e rshi p, and
thre e were r esto r ed .
W ednesd ay evening
saw another new record made when 117
were present for mid-w ee k servi ce.
Th e
·work is grow i ng in eve ry good v;ray.
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RoJ>ert Goodman, Box 308, Ove rton, Texas,
October 14 : We hav e had sever01.! to place
m embe rship recently and one to be baptized.
The chu r ch has just comp l e t e d a
love l y 6 ro o m pr eache r 's h ouse. Interest co nt inu es to be good. We plan to move to Madisonville, Texas, Oct'ober 29 . All corr es pon dents please not e .
Gordon J. Peunocl<, 216 Hill Street, Bis marck, North Dakota : L ast J a nuary I be gan preaching on Sunday afte rnoons a t L ake
Williams, North Dakota.
October <tth _ we
saw our first visible r es ults when two were
resto r ed and a fi n e woma n was baptized.
Last L ord's d ay the Lord's tab l e was set
there for the first time.
A new congr e gat ion has no w . b ee n estab l ished with three
m e mb ers. We are !roping a nd prayin g that
o th ers in the community w ill be taugh t an d
wi ll obey from time to tim e . Sundays a r e
busy days for m~ what with p r eaching and
teac hin g h ere in the mo rning servic es th e n
driving. 85 miles to Lake vVilliams to preach
in th e afternoon and then r e turning in .tim e
to preach again at the e>;_e ning service.
Who w ill co m e over an d help us?

"\V. D. D lnck, Box 1 82, Evant, Texas, Octo ber 12: I worked with t h e church at Star
for about two months du ring the summer .
During t hat time Broth er H. W. McClish
from B ur net, T exas, preache d in a m eeting .
Six were bapti ze d and one was restored.
One bapt i zed since t h e me et ing. I h ave also
pr eache d sever a l times a t Johnson City. On e
yo ung married man ·was baptized unitin g a

fam il y in Chr ist. Th e small ch u rc h at Johnso n City is 1n a kin g progr ess. Th ey have a
nice ·new ch ur c h building in one blo c k of
Highway 281. Will soon have the ind e btedness ·pa id off, and w ill be in a position to d o
greater things for th e Lord. I am r eady to
answer calls anyw h e r e in rea c h of Evan t .
If I can serve you in any way l et m e know.

Georg·e StCJlhenson, r egula r mini ste r for
R. v. Woo<l, Box 482, Mi ss ion , Texas, Oc- the Normal chu r ch i n l\1emph is, T en n essee,
Fre<l w. lUeClung·, Oklahoma City, Octob er
t ober 12: Anothe r was added to our wor!( - will be in D a ilas from October 25 through 16 :
October 14 I· c l osed a good m eeting
ing· • force yesterday by baptism, m a kin g No vemb e r 1, fo r a gosp e l m eet in g at the w ith the Overland churc h in St. Louis, MisSeven plac ed membership fr om o ut
three to, b e baptized in th e last two weeks, Skillman Ave n ue ch urcti of C hrist. Morning souri.
and there are several mo re fine prosp~cts service w ill be co n ducted at 7 and even ing of the c i ty; ten were baptiz e d! including a
that we h ope will do lik e wise soo n.
Th e services at 8.
Cath o li c m a n a nd a man whose wife was a
work of the L ord is going along in a very
Catholic. There were nine r esto r a tion s. This
f in e way. We take courage a nd pr ess o n .
is a g ro w in g churc h and Brother Edwin
7
~ • J. Shncl<elfor<l, Neosho, Mi sso uri, Octo-· Broadus is· d oing a goo d work with th e m.
Since fine rains · have come to the Vall ey,
An audience of ab o ut 150•0 from · Everyone pl ease notice m y n ew address is .
·ana our n ew r eservo ir is c huck f ull of life ber 12:
giving wat~r. the valley is r ea lly in fine some 100 congregations in e ig ht ..states at- in care · of th e church of Christ, 12th & Dr e xcondition .' Thou sands of acres of vegetables t e nded the o ri g inat i o n of th e · "~ er ald of e l, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. I w'ill b egin
have - been planted, and shipping will s t a rt Tru th" in th e Neosho City1 Auditorium on a m ee ting with t h e Hillcrest church in Corthis :week. Citrus fruit is n ow ripening, and Sunday afternoo n, Octber 11. Th e Harding pus C hris ti where Brother Truma n E . Spring
some s hippin g h as begun.
Why no t plan College Chor u s , of S earcy, Arkansas, und e r is the mini s t e r, on Octo b e r 27. The c hUJ;ch
yo ur vacati o n to inc lud e a visit to thi s m ag ic th e direc tion of Kenneth Davis, pres e n te d h e r e in Okla homa City is inferes ted in se vall ey, for it is r eally wonderful down here a spec ial g roup of songs. J a_m es D. Wille- c uri ng the se r v i ces of an assistant p ~·eacher
in fall a nd w in te r. Wo r sh ip with us when ford spoke o n " Th e Orig in of th e Bible." a nd e ducational directo r .
John F . R ee se •. on e of th e e ld e r s of the
co mi':'g thi s way.
Hi g h land church in Abilene, spoke on th e
]1isto ry, progress, a nd fut ure of th e "Herald
Robert Gor<lou Clem ent, Marlow, OklahoSeat Them in Comfort
of Truth, " n ow h ear d o n 285 radio stati o n s .
m a, October 16 :
Sunday we compl e t e d a
Th e Jefferson Street church in N eosho was .
Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber
ser i es of eight l essons on "C hris tians and
honored to serve as h osts o n t hi s occasion.
the Home." Th e interest a nd goo d r ecepRu e Porte r b egan a m eeting a t the mornti o n i s manifest by n in e baptisms, thre e
in g service on the same dat e with 311 in
r es torat ion s , and two identified durin g this
Bib l e stu dy and m ore than 500' for the wor peri od.
Th e l ess ons we r e pres e nted with
s hip se r v ice. Thi s date m ar ks - the b eginthe a id of the chalkboard to Ol,ltl in e a nd
ning of our fourth ~ar of worship in the
diagram them. They were e n titled in th e
By
n ew bu il d i ng l ocated on So u th J efferso n at
order of their delivery : Why I Am A Chris rutont
McKinney, and also marks t h e beginning
tian , Establ ishing th e Hom e, Relationships
of my fifth year of work. with this 9ttt- ·
in the Hom e, Cor r ect Valu es in th e Home,
stand in g congregation.
Parental Responsibility, Christians and Edu Rl -3595 DALLAS 21-26 Jackson
cat i on, Chri st ians and Recreat i on, and Marria.ge an d Divorce. Wed n esday even in g the
lesson on Establisking the Home was presen t ed aga i n to a kl.rge group w i th the a i d
of thi rty - six kodachrome sl ides wh i ch vis.
ualizeil the points of importa n ce in -the l es People who live in brick houses get lower
so n. Th ese sl ides , and complete sc ript, will
be made a'l'ailable witho ut charge to m y
Insurance Rates.
brethren who desice to use th e-m . C. D;.l~
Brooks will JabOt' with us in a gospe l meet P eople not in hazardous occupations get
ing November 15-25. You are always welhealth and accident rates.
come to worship with th e c h urch at 301
North Broadway in Marlo w , Oklahoma.

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.

ARE YOU A TOTAL ABSTAINERl

CHRIST OR MODERNISM
Who ar e the tra n slators of the
What do they believe ? What do
Who are the promoters? What
in pushing the RSV? Get the
off the press. $2 .5 0.

n ew Bible?
they deny?
is the aim'
facts. Just

W. W. QTEY
315 East 7th

Winfield, Kansas

FIDELITY UNION LIFE is the only Company in the United
States offering TOTAL ABSTAINER INSURANOE. This company
is now segregating Total Abstainers in a special insurance class,
and offering a popular Preferred Risk Plan for people who do not
drink alcoholic beverages.

NOBlE PATTERSON
FIDELITY UNFON LIFE H'{SURANCE CO.
70~

First Nat'l. Bank Bldg.

Ft. Worth, Texas

Page Fourteen

FIRM

A . L. Harbin, 109 14th Street, Vallejo,
California, October 3: During the month of
September I preached irt two m eetings in
Ok lahoma. The f irst was at Sentinel where,
for abou t twelve years, Broth er Albert C.
Trent has b ee n serving as the able and b e l oved evangelis t. Brother G. A . O'Neal of
Oklahoma City very ably direct ed the sing~
in g .
Int e r est a.nd . enthusiasm were high
throughout the meeting, and one fine man
was baptized. In 1955, the Lord w illin g , ,I
am to be w i th this fine congregation ' for m y
fourth meeting si nce we moved away from
t h em. The second m ee ting was with the
church in Mangum, wher e a lso we once
lived an d labo r ed. Brother Riley Henry is
doing an outstandin g work t h ere as l ocal
evangelist -a nd is held in high esteem. Singing was well dir ected by Brother Henry and
Brother Houck.
Four were baptized a nd
one was r esto red from the erro r of the Christian Church.

Tuesday, October 27, 1953
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Ira D . Brister, 234 S . . Hampton Road, Da llas, Texas, October 6 : Th e work at the Sun set congr egation in Dallas in our new building and with our added facil iti es is taking
on new life and incr eased activ ities. With
Homer P. Reeves as minister we are ex perienc in g much growth and in terest. Hoiland Boring, our song director and assistant
min is t er, l eft us v ery s u ddenly to r eturn
to Abilene Chr istian College to further his
educat ion. He did a wonderful wor k with
our yo un g people, and we certa in iy can recommend him to anyone d es iring his services. We now are l ooking for so meone to
dir ect our song. service and work with our
young p eople, and while we would prefer
someon e who cpuld t ake care of the pr eachin g serv ice when Broth er ReevE?' is away,
this is not absolutely necessar y. Contact or
write El!'l e rs, Sunset Church of Christ, 2442
W . J efferson Avenue, Dallas 8, T exas.

Guss Farmer, P. 0. Box 10'1, Terrell, T ex a.s: We h a d Brother Logan Buchanan in a
very s u ccessfu l m ee tin g the last week in
August, . incl uding th e last two Sundays.
T.here were eight baptisms. In every reThe church at F;astPrairie, ~lo., is interested
s pect, Brother Buchanan b en efitt ed th e worlt
in buying soDie good used pews. I f you know of this congr egation.
It was a _genuine
of some for sale, please contact us at once. pleasure to be associated w ith him.
The
work at T errell continues to promise bigger
and better things for the future . The most
inspiridg {hing .to happen to us in a long
time is .. th e decis ion on the part of Brother
and Sister R. J. Smith, Jr., to go to Ger. m a ny as missionaries. Brother and Sister
Smith are _young, . energetic and devoted to ·
th e Lord. Their decision was r eached after
careful consideration. It still · r emains "The
harves t ·truly i"s plenteous,. but the laborers.
are f e w; pray ye therefore the Lqrd of the
harvest, that he will send forth laborers in-Send for free .sample book- .
to h!s h a rves t" (Matt. 9:37 - 38).
It i·sn't
let "How tci Plan Your Meetevery day that young people d e cide to sacr ifice so much. The least we as Christians
WANTED

- Suc~eJ6/ul meetiniJ4
Are ·Advertised Meetings

ing · Publidty" and learn .
about the special Advertising Edition . of the Just A
Moment. Write card today to _
JUST A MOMENT
QUINLAN, TEXAS

-·:·~~~·:·
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cHUROroF'CHRIST
410 S. Michigan Avenue, Room 500-A

~

Sunday 10 & 11 A.M.-and 7 P.M.
,Thursday-:-7:30 P.M.

New modern equipped hospital, reasonably priced, for sale.
Wonderful opportunity for one or two Christian doctors. Ideal
location to serve southwest .Georgia, southeast Alabama and
north Florida. Two congregations of the Church of Christ worship in the county.
For more details and information, please write

D. M. CARTER
D. M. CARTER MANUFACTURING CO.
P. 0 . BOX 108

BLAKELY, GEORGIA
PHONE 4'761 OR 4'764, BLAii:EL Y

0. E . Correil, Box 91, Kinm undy , Illinois,
October 9: I vis ited the church at Parsons,
Kansas, on September 30· and spoke to nice
audiences.
I r ece iv e d a very warm wel come, and the brethren exp ress ed their appreciafion of having m e with· them once
more . I have on ly bee n with them ~ f ew
tim es, but I en j oy being w ith them very
much. Good inte r est was m a nifes t ed. On
8ctober 4 I was at Italy, Texas, a nd spoke
twice. . Brother McCormick , who is th eir
regula r preacher, is for ced, by ill h ealth,
to limit his speech to only a few moments,
and he introduced me, .a nd spolte fo r his
limited time, then turned it over to me to
finish up. At night I used a.ll the time. I
was nev er received anywhere with a warmer
welcome and . brotherly kindness than I was
here. This w a s my first visit ·with them,
but they are as warm friends as I ever met.
I 'go nex.t to Salem, Illinois, for a week and
on October 18. Then I go to Marion, India na, for a on e week 'meeting, the Lord willi ng. This is my first visit with this congregation, and I trust good will be accom.;
p!ished ther·e. Brethr en;. pray for -me, that ·
much good may be done.

Arthur C. Blackwell, Church of Christ,
2205 Wantland Avenue, Klamath Fa.lls, bregon, October 15 : · The m eeting came to a.
close with good results. Four were baptized the last night of th e services. Brother
Pierce Ada ms did a splendid job of presentIng the _lesso-n s and the church as a whole
was str ength.ened greatly by the· good sound
preaGhing: The me e ting was well attended,
w'ith n e1v ones each service, the interest
was good, .w ith a numb_er of questions to be
a n swer e d each evening. We carried a ten
day radi o pro gram five days a week dul'ing
the m ee ting. Th ere hav e. been five baptis m :;; ' from th e .r es ult of th e program . . It
would b e hard to say what the res ult would.
be if we were only ab le to continue the
progra.m. Th e r ad io men told B roth er .A:Uams and me the radio wou ld reach approxim ately two hundred thou sand people. The
congr!Jgation i s h opi ng a nd praying tha t
the ti'ine will co m e, whe n they will be ab l e
to put the program on the a ir for an indefinit e time. Th e build ing fund h as b een s.tarted and the- l ots contracted .for , if the people w ill give their consen t for a church
to be built, we hop e to get started on our
new building soon . We will know about
the lots definitely this com ing weelr. Th e'
present building is inadequate and some thing must be done before long.
Th ere
h ave been twelv·e baptisms since my last report and others are interest. If you h ave
fo!l(S that live h ere in Klamath Falls or
friends who might be interested, if yo u will
wr i te me giving their addresses I shall be
glad to v is it with them. Th ere have been
two families moved in that are m embers,
one from Dallas, T exas, the other one from
Roseburg, Oregon.
Any time yt>u are in
Klamath Falls, Or ego n , come and wo r sh ip
with us.

I
I

II

•.•:...-c~~~~.._.cJ-.o.-.c~c~l~•:• ·

MEDICAL OPPORTUNITY

can do is to help the m. In spite of certain
obligations, this church desir ed and tho u ght
it proper that we sho uld take the l ead in
supporting them, but at this time we can't
assume all of their r eg ular s upport. Other .
churches are needed. We pray that so m e
of you will r espond to this appeal. If you
can he lp in Brother Sm ith's r egular support,
l et m 8!. know .
Th e time is short, since
Brother and Sister Smith wo uld lik e to be
in the field by the first of th& / year. Any
way that ·I can be of service in putting
Brother Sm i th's case before you, call up on
me. B r other Smitl! may be contacted through
my address. His phone is 4-2 130.
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WATSON-HATHAWAY

DEBATE

. Page Fifteen
I RECEIVED A HEA;LING CLOTH

Church of Chr ist ·in Louisvill e
7:30 Nightly

Sterl A. Watson 'viii meet L ester HathBy V. E. Howard
a way here November 10-13 in a public disAre you s ick? Do yo u f eel run down at
cussion.
Brother
Watson
will
affirm
two
the heels? . . . Has yo ur doctor go ne on a
Jo1•n Bullock
Nov. 2-Wesley Mickie-"The Church and nights that teaching the Bible in classes, vacation? .. . Have you ever heard of "healus in g women to teach some of those classes <ing cloths" . . . Well, I r eceived one· through
the Power of Prayer."
Nov. 3-Thomas Warren-'The Church: H e r is divinely authorized. The last two nights the mail, through the grace of so m ebody!
Brother Hathaway w ill affirm that when
Fight Against Sin."
Li sten to the Gospel Hour, Sunday night,
Nov. 4-L. L. Gieger-"The Church Doing the church calls an assembly, th'e teaching October 25th, 9:30 to 10:00, (CST), over XEG,
must be done in an undivid e d assembly 1050 kc., the 150,0100 watt "voice of North
Personal Work."
'
Nov. 5-Hule n Jackson-"The Church and using m i!n only as teachers, teaching one America."
M~re
about "hea ling cloths"
at a time.
then!
Corruption of Worship."
Jimmy
Allen
will
begin
full
time
evangeNov. 6-Reuel L emmons-"The Church
--------0--------listic work here November 1.
Maintaining · Unity."
LET'S
ADVERTISE
THE HERALD OF
Carrol
Cannon
baptized
two
h
ere
l
ast
Please co me a nd bring someone with you
TRUTH LOCAL;r,Y
and h ear th ese great lessons, concerning the night.
J. ' D. Bales will preach here October 18;
church.
F. W. Mattox, October 25.
Willis E. Kirk
--------0,-------Prescot t Arkansas.
Th ere is little doubt about the good b.eing
BIBLE INS'I'RUCTION AT C. C. C.
--------0•--------acco mplish ed through tl;ie n a tion-wide program, "The Hera ld of Truth." The effectWARREN-BALLARD DEBATE
James 1Uat1tews
iveness of this program in spreading the
Thontas B. Warren
Bible instruction at Central Christia n Colgospel is becoming more apparent all the
·!·3g~ was expanded this f a ll by the addition
On the nights of November 9, 10, 11, and time.
The minimum of good, however, is
of another Biple teacher to the faculty and 12, I. am to meet Wesley D. Ballard, of the being realized at the present time due to
the Inclusion of several new courses.
an ti-class, one drinkln'g-cup faction, in a congregations f a iling to advertise it loca.lJam es 0. Baird, dean, is now devoting all di sc ussion on classes, -women teachers. We ly. We have done a good job of stressing
of his teaching time to the Bible Depart- also have propositions signed on the drink- it on members of the chul;'ch, but have probment, and W. Taylor Carter, a graduate of ing vessel question, but have not, as yet, ably failed to: make it known to the peoAbilene Christia,n College, began work with a gre ed on a date for this discussion. The ple of our communities, the unsaved, as we
the college this fall as Instructor in fresh- first night I will .affirm that it is unscrip- should have . . Tbe program needs to . be adman Bible In conjunction with his work as tural to teach the Bible in simultaneous vertised locally. Every congregation should
instructor in business administration. Other classes. The second '-night Ballard wi\1 af- run an adve·r tisement through the local newsBible teachers include Hugo McCord, Staf- firm that it Is sinful to teach the Bible in paper announcing. the program and follow
ford North, and Mrs. Zelma Lawyer.
simultaneous ·classes. The third night I will It with the schedule o1. services of the local
Nearly 25 courses are · offered each year affirm that women may teach a class of church. It ·will greatly stimulate the local
in Bible and related worlt. Those now be- women and, :or, children. 'The feurth night work and in-crease tremendously the effecIng taug.I:J.t during thll fiz:st ~e~ester include Ballard · will affirm that · it Is sinful for a tiveness ·'of .. the program. We know. We
Greek, Old Testament Survey, Evidences of woman to teach il.' class of women and, or, tried it.
·christianity, the Four Gospels, Church His- children.
tory, Bible Geogra:phy and History, Romans,
This Bal1ard h'l not to be ' Confused with
Galatians, and Hebrews, and the Christian the L . S. Bal'lard, Baptist; whom I · met In
~STEN
Woman.
d·ebate last summer.
--------q!----~-Tentatively, the debat Is to be· held In
HERALD OF TRUTH
the meeting house of the Rural and Mall
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE OPENING
.ABO
Network t:oo .P.M., Sun.
Street church in Dallas. This is not as yet
definite, but, at any rate, they are to furSennon: Nov. 1: "The
JaDles. ·~tnt1tews
nish the bulldiag for the discussion, since
'Inspirati9n of the Bible."
Thlrtee~ states and one foreign country the debate resulted from their challenge.
were represented when Centra:! Christian
Colleg e opened its fourth year on September 10.
·
·
Increasing the total enrollment nearly ten
per cent over last year, students are in attendance from Arizona, Callfornia, Colorado,
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Mi'Ssouri, Montana,
· Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas, West Virginia,
and Switzerland.
Joining the faculty were six new instrucThumb Indexed
tors, three of which were added to take care
Edition
of enlarged curricula. Several new courses
are being taught this year, and again the
college is offering special night classes.

...
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CHURCH
SEATING

Individual seats
Curved rows

STRONG'S

1809 Pages

EXHAUSTIVE
CONCORDANCE

$11.75

of tlte 16i~/e

$12.75

By Ja-mes Strong

WRITE FOR
CATALOG

The only complete concordance of the English Bible, Stronfts
presents every word in the Bible in the passage in which it
occurs--and in exact alphabetical order. The one U!lfailing
authority in its special ~eld, Stronfts is really four complete
books in one-The Main Concordance; a Comparative Concordance in which the Authorized Text is compared with
certain Revised Versions, ·both English and American; a
Dictionary of the Hebrew Bible; and a Dictionary of the
Greek eTestament. The standard concordance of all time,
complete and unabridged.

FiRM FOUNDATION PUBLISIDNG HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77, Austin, Texas
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P . D . Wilmetll

''

A HANDBOOK ON CHRI STIAN T RUT H by
Harold Lindsell and Charles J. Woodbridge.
Flemi ng H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 1953 .
Pag es 351. $3.50.
This is a h andbook o n ft'ipdam en tal s of
the Christ ia n faith . It is w ritten by two
f aculty m emb er s of the Fuller Th eolog ical
S emin ary in Pasadena, Calif. It a ttem pts

to state what th e Bible t each es . Th e book
c<mtains f ifty - two cha.pters i n essay, outli ne
form . The chapters deal with eoth doctrine
a nd conduct. The boo!{ is d ivided into ten
major div isions, suc h as The Bible, The Per son of. Christ, the Doctrin e of Salvation, Th e
Believer and the church , and others. As
would be expected, the book is a n e mphasis
on th ese themes from the point of vi ew of
those tra in ed in the Bapti s t faith. Any r eade r w ill find valuable suggestions i n this
bo o k
One will n ot a lways agree• with the
a u thors, but this does not discount the valu e
of th e book. Friends m ay order .t]<eir copy
from the Firm Founda tion Publishing House,
Box 77, Au stin , T exas.

The-Revised
Standard Version
of/the
New Testament
Published in 1946, the Revised
Standard Version was instantly in
great demand. During the first year
a million copies were distributed.
Authorized by the International
Council of Re1'igious Education, it is
the ideal Version for use in either
study or meditation.
See complete Bible announcement. of this version on page 11.
Page size 5 x 7~
No. 800-Blue «loth binding. colored jacket (book -paper in this edition) .--------------·- -------------------$2.50
~o. 850-Leatheroid, boards, red edges------------- 3.00
No. 853-Genuine leather, limp, req under gold edges ~- 5.00
No. 854-Genuine leather. overlapping covers, red under
gold edges --··--------~:______________
6.00
No. 854Z-Same as 854, with zipper feature ----------- 8.00
No. 857-White leatheroid, washable, limp style, gold
edges, presootation page _____ _______ _:_________________ 4.50
No. 8.58- White, same as No. 857, with overlapping covers 5.00
No. 8.6 4-Genuine Morocco, leather lined, -overlapping
covers, red under gold edg.es _
10.00
No. 864Z-Same as 864, with zipper feat ure __________ 12.00
No. 873:___Red genuine Morocco, leather lined, limp style,
red under gold edges, gold frame ___ ._________ 15.00
No. 874-Red genuine Morocco, same as N,o. 873, but
overlapning covers _
15.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

Tuesday, October 27, 1953
P. D. Wihnetll

A HISTORY OF THE DISCIPLES ON THE
WESTE'RN RESERVE.
By A. S. Hayden. '
. Religious Book Service, Box 181, Henderson,
Tenn. 476 pages.
Here is another rau-e pub lication brought
to our a ttention by Brother Earl West, recently gone to Eree d -Hard eman College, a t
Henderson, T enn. It is a thrilling story of
the Restor a tio n Movement within an a r ea
of abo ut 700 square miles in the northeast
portion of th e State of Ohio.
This is a
class ic in the field of R estoratio n Literature.
a nd ev ery gospel preacher will want a copy
in his· librar y. It will k eep on e up l a t e a t
nights reading with a desire to go o n to
t h e n ex t page an d chapter to see what hap~
pen s next.
The a uthor says: "As far as
poss ibl e th e whole work h as b een brought
withi n the f ollowin g plan":
1. A sketch of the condition of r eligious
s ociety a t th e opening of the work.
2. A s h ort account of the age ncie s ~ -~
whic h it was acco mpli s h e d .
3. A his tory of the w o rk 1tse lf.
.
4. Biographical notices of th e principal
ac tors .
Our friends m ay order th e ir copy today
f r o m the Firm Founda tion Publishing H o us e,
Box 77, Austin, Texas.
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The Southwest Church of ·Christ has been
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The property security this bond issue is
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years.
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Los Angeles 44, California
HERE IS HELP-Have you had difficulty in
yo ur study of R eve la tion? We offer you the
res ult of m:any year s research, condensed
into a booklet of 78 pages; the cream of the
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W. M. DAVIS
Give Me The Bible
The following words by Priscilla J . Owens find deep response
in every thoughtful soul,

I

"Give me the Bible,
L amp of life immortal,
Hold up that spiendor,
By the open grave,
Show me the light
From heavens shining portal,
Show me the glory,
Gilding Jordan's wave.

At tl;e grave where we commit a eherished friend to rest,
Christianity glows with special radiance. The Bible is the only
Book that comforts pe~la when they die. Those on their death
beds never request preachers to read about science, geography
or hi-story; it is always the Bible. Its assurances of a life b eyond
the gmve are very satisfying to the human heart. We cannot
conceive the despair that wolld settle over the world, if the
light of the Bible should be blotted out.
The Bibte is now, always has. been, and probably always will '
be, the liest seller among books. There is a constant increase
in its sales from year to year. Other books come and go, but
the · Bible remains. It never grows old. It is always fresh and
full of interest. Jesus said, "Heaven and earth shall IJaSs away,
but my words shall not pass away'! (Matt. 24:35). Peter ,said,
"But the word of the Lord e.n dureth forever" (1 Peter 1 :25).
It does not require a well contrived sales talk to sell the Bible. It sells itself. Any one can sell Bibles. Every one wants
the Book that meets the exigencies of life and shows men how
to die-that gives light in darkness and cour age in adversity.
The Bible r.e veals the mind of G®d, and what it reveals is
man's greatest inspiration of hope. It tells of God's everlasting ~
love, his wilJ.ingness to forgive sins, his providence, and his
promises of salvation. These ar e the supreme thoughts of lifethe sentiments closest to man's heart.
Nearly everybody has a Bible."What men need to do is to use
it more. The Bi'ble is neglected, eve·n by those who claim to be
its best friends. Men need te study the Bible reverently and sincerely, then heed its teachings.
·
Wat'ch Unto Prayer
Peter write-s, "But the en@ of all tkings is at hand: be ye
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer" (1 Peter 4:7). To one
who is a Christian, nothing is mere appropriate than to read
the Bible and pray. When we read the Bi.ble God is talking to
us. When we pray we are talking to God. No one has spiritual
s.trength without thi:s intercourse with the Lord. •I n a parable
concerning perseverance in prayer, Jesus said, "Men ought always to p1·ay, and not to faint" (Luke 18 :1 ). Men usually put
greater emphasis on work than they do on prayer. Some men

will do their very best to achieve a praiseworthy object, _and
if they fail, they give up with a conviction it cannot be done.
Instead of praying they faint.
If some men do not get everything they ask for in .. prayer,
they think it is a failure. They pray in a dictatorial attitude,
virtually telling the Lord, "we want all this or nothing." If
men pi·ay for things to satisfy their lusts, it profits them
nothing. James says, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask
amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts" (Jas. 4:3). There
are p,eople who never think of praying till misfortune overtakes
them. But men need God in prosperity as well as in adversity.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, T exas.

Things In Opposition
Hoyt Bailey
Wrong ha.s been in opposition t.o right since . the serpent ap"'
peared to Eve in Eden. Throughout those centuries from then
until now, man has been faced with the problem of ch_oosing
the wrong or the right. The great men in history, the ones who
have been a blessing to themselves and to humanity, have· been
those choosing the right and opposing the wrong.
ERROR OPPOSES TRUTH: The basis of the first conflict
between wrong and right was the opposition of error to truth.
The subtle serpent approached Eve with a lie, saying to h~r :
"Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of any tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, ef the fruit of the
trees of the garden we may eat : but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, GoQ. hath said, Ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die" (Gen. 3:1-4).
God spoke truth, but the serpent spoke ·a lie. God said: "Ye
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die," but
the serpent said: "Ye shall not ·s urely die." Error op_flosed
truth, misled, deceiTed, and brought death to Eve. From them
until now, error has been in opposition to truth.
God cannot lie, becal!lse it is impossible for God to lie (Tit.
1:2). Paul said: "Yea, let God be tru·e, aut every man a liar;
as it is written" (Rom. 3 :4). Grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ, and he is the truth. No one can become united with
Christ apart from truth. A scrambling of error with truth will
not unite an individual with Christ. Jlisus said: "And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (Jn. 8:32).
Jesus said that the devil "was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there was no truth
in him. When he S]leaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he
is a liar, and tile father of it" (Jn. 8:44). Error is always opposed to truth. All the religious -t ruth is contained in the Bible,
for therein is contained all the truth whicll God has given to
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mankind. Religious teaching tnat is outside of the Bible is error, and all religious teaching that is separate from the Bible is
opposed to truth. It is wrong to follow error, therefore one
should renounce error for truth.
UNBELIEF OPPOSES FAITH: Unbelief is in opposit ion to
faith. It should be observed that error destroys faith. "But the
Spirit saith expressly, that in the latter times some shall f all ·
away from the faith, giving heed to · seducing spirits an4 doctrines of demons, through the hyprocrisy of mel] that speak
lies, branded in their own conscience as with a hot iron" (1 Tim.
4:1-2). The apostle said : "Preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long suffering and t eaching. For the time will come when they will· not
endure sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to
themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away
their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables" (2 Tim.
4:2-4). These verses reveal the fact that departing from the
faith comes as the result of "giving h eed to seducing spirits
and doctrines of demons, through ~he hyprocrisy of men that
speak lies." It is emphasized h er e that one must turn from
truth before turning aside to unbelief. Scripture says: "and
will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto
fables."
Error promoted unb elief in the heart of Eve. The serpent
held up a lie to Eve as though it were truth. The faith which
Eve had in the word of God was destroyed by the lie which
was present ed by the serpent. Error is opposed ' to truth, but
error also destroys faith.
DISOBEDIENCE OPPOSES OBEDIENCE: We have seen
that error is in opposition to truth, error des,t roys faith, but
error also opposes obedience while promoting disobedience.
While Eve h eard truth and believed only truth she was obedient
to God. Eve did not disobey God while h earing truth and bel'ieving truth, but she disobeyed God after hearing a lie and 'believing that lie. After h er disobedience: "Jehovah God said
unto the woman, What is this thou has done? And the woman
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat" (Gen. 3:13). The
woman admits that she did not disobey God while hearing, believing, and following truth, but her disobedience came after
she heard and believed a lie. 1 Kings 13 gives an account of a
young prophet who was obedient to God while listening to and
following the commands of God. That young prophet was not
disobedient while hearing-and following truth. The king could
not entice the young prophet to disob ey God .. It took one who
would come under the guise of relig ion to mislead the young
prophet. An old prophet "went after the man of God, and found
him sitting under an oak; and he said unto him, · Art thou, the
man of God that earnest from Judah? And he said, I am . Then
he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. And! he
said, I may not return with thee, nor go with thee, neither will
I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: fo1' it was
said to me 1 by the word of Jehovah, Thou shalt eat no bread
nor drink water there, nor turn again to g o by the way that
thou earnest. And he said unto him, I also am a prophet as thou
art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of Jehovah, saying, Bring him back with thee into thy house, that he may eat
bread and drink water. BUT HE LIED UNTO HIM. So he
went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank
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water." The young prophet m et death, because of this disobedience. It is important h ere that we see the act, of disobedience as the result of the young prophet hearing, believing, and
following a lie. Error opposes truth, destroys faith, and promotes disobedience.
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OPPOSES RIGHTEOUSNESS: Scripture says : "Be not unequally yoked with unb elievers: for what
fellowship have righteousness and iniquity?" (2 Cor. 6 :14). Unbelievers ha':'e not heard, believed, and obeyed the truth. The
righteous are those who hear, believe, and obey the truth. Luke
says that Zaeharias and Elizabeth "were both righteous befo re God, walking,... in all the commandments and ordinances of
' the Lord blameless" (Lk. 1:6). John said: "I rejoiced greatly,
when brethren came and bare witness unto thy truth, even as
thou walkest in truth. Greater joy have I none than this, to
h ear of my children 'walking in the truth" (3 Jn. 3-4). One can
live a right«ous life, and can walk in a manner pleasing to God
by walking "uprightly according to the truth of the gospel."
(Gal. 2:14). We have seen that error opposes truth, destroy::;
faith, promotes disobedience, but· error also guides persons in- ·
to unrighteous living. Paul said : "But shun profane babblings: for they will proceed further in ungodliness, and their
word will eat as doth a gangrene: of whom is Hym€maeus and
Philetus ; men who concerning the truth h ave erred, saying
that the resurrection is past already, and overthrow the faith
of some. Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his·: and, Let every
one that n amE;th the name of the Lord depart from unrighteousn ess" (2 Tim. 2:16-19). Hearing truth, believing truth, and
walking in truth is the only way to live a righteous life, the
way to overcome unrighteousness.
UNGODLINESS OPPOSES GODLINESS: Paul said: "For
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
,w e should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world" (Tit. 2:11-12). Error cannot promote godly living, for
godly living is promoted only by truth. An uncorrupted life
cannot be built upon corrupt teaching. A godly life must be
built upon truth, built upon the word of God. Scripture commands: "But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech,
faith, in charity, in patience. The aged women likewise, that
they be in behaviour as b ecometh holiness1 not false accrlsers,
not given to much wine, teachers of good things; That they may
teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to
love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good,
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not
blasphemed. Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.
In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works : i~ doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Sound speech.
that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part
may be ashamed, h aving no evil thing to say of you" (Tit..
2:1-8) . There is 11!> hint in the Scripture that error is to be followed for any purpose by the one following Christ. Only truth
promotes godly living.
DARKNESS OPPOSES LIGHT: "For what fellowship have
righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light
with darkness?" (2 Cor. 6:14). Jesus said: "And this is the
judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved.
the darkness rather than the light; for their works were ~vi!.
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, and cometh not
to the light, lest his works should be reproved. But he that.·
do es truth cometh to the lig·ht, that his works may be made
manifest, that they have been wrought in God" ·(Jn. 3:19-21).
One opposes t h e light by opposing . the word 'o f God. One·
rejects God and Christ by rejecting their word. Jesus said :
"I am come a light into the world, that whosoevei· believetlL
on m e may not abide in the darkness . . . He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judge.th him:
the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last.

Tuesday, November 3, 1953

FIRM

FOUNDATION

day" (Jn. 12:46-48). Darkness opposes light, but error pro~
motes darkness, and light is shed abroad by truth.
DIVISION OPPOSES UNITY: Error promotes division, but
truth promotes Christian unity. The apostle said: "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that are causinl]; the divisions
and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye
learned: and turn away from them . For they that are such
serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; and by their
smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent" (Rom. 16:17-18). E rror, false teaching, causes religious
division. Paul said: "Now I beseech you, brethren, through the
name of our Lord J esus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfect ed together in the· same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:19). "If any t each otherwise, and consent not
to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and to the. do(!trine which is according to godliness; . . . from
such withdraw thyself" (1 Tim. 6:3-5). Paul said : "Only let
your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that
whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind
striving together for the fai~h of the gospel" (Phil. 1:27). J esus
prayed that all religious people be one, he died that all religious people become one, and he gave' one gospel to unite all
obedient ories in the one body, the church. Error divides but
truth unites.
Wrong opposes right by error opposing truth. Wrong opposes right by error destroying faith, by error promoting disobedience, by error promoting unrighteousness, ungodliness,
darkness, and division. Truth promotes faith, obedience, righteousness, godliness, light, and unity.
Quanah, Texas.
Have you ordered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?

The Spirit And The Apostles Of Christ
Elbridge B. Linn
You will remember of course that it was the Old Testament
prophet Joel who wrote : "And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your o ld men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions" ·(Joel 2:28). Christ
promised this Spirit in baptismal. ' measure to the apostles. Just
before his ascension to the right hand of God, he said to them,
"And behold, I send forth the promise of my Father upon you:
but tarry in the city, until ye be ci'othed with power from on
high" (Luke 24:49).
In order to have a full understanding of this, turn to the
gospel according to John, where in chapters 14, 15, and 16 we
find the recprd of the words of Christ to those who were to be
his ap0.stles. J esus told them what he would do for them after
his departure, saying, "It is expedient for you that I go away;
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not con'le unto you; but
if I go, I will send him unto you" (John 16:7). One will make a
grievous error, if he bear not in mind the fact that Christ was
speaking to the apostles. The coming of the H0ly Spirit in the
role of Comforter was a special blessing to them. This promise
that Christ made to the apostles doe's not apply to you nor to
me. Now, if you think otherwise, bear with me just a moment,
and you \vill see why it couldn't!
The baptism of the Holy Spirit, which came on the Day of
Pentecost (Acts, 2nd chapter) was "the promise of the Father" '
(Acts 1:4) which Christ had made to them. Now, it was very
evident that this promise was made to the apostles ALONE,
because they were to wait "in the city," that is, in Jerusalem.
You couldn't very well do that, could you? Also, by the baptism
of. the Holy Spirit the apostles were empowered to preach the
gospel and to perform "the signs which followed." Shall we
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notice carefully some scriptures at this very · point. In John
14:26 we r ead what Jesus said to the apostles: "But the Comfolter, even the Holy . Spirit, whom the Father '_Vill send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 'an that I said unto you." Friend, were you and I present when J esus said that? NO. Then, the apostles were the
ones to whose minds the coming of the Comfprter would bring
remembrance of all that Jesus had form erly taught them. John
also wrote the words of J esus: "But when the Comforter is
come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the,
Spirit of T rut h, which proceedeth from the Father, he shair
bear witness of me, because ye have been with me from the;
beginning" (15:26-27). N eed we ask: "Were you and I with.
Christ from the .beginning?" NO. Then, he ·was not talking to
us, nor .of us!
When the Great Commission had been given to the apostles
by Christ, and had been preached by them, the Hebrew writer
warned those who were neglecting this great salvation in
Christ, saying, "which having at the first been spoken through
the' Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard; God also
being witness with them, both 'by signs and wonders, and by
manifold powers-, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to
his own will" (Heb. 2:3-4). The apostles were the ones who
heard Christ. Of course, the gifts of the Holy Spirit which we
shall consider, were to the early church, bestowed through the
laying on of the hands of the apostles.
They were simply spokesman of the Spirit of God and it was
the message which they preached (the message of the Spirit)
which touched the hearts of the hearers. To enforce this statement let us read Acts 2:37: "Now when they heard this, they
were pricked in their hear~, and said unto Peter and the .rest
of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do?" The command:
"Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
J esus Christ unto the remission of your sins" immediately followed, and the response of .the believers was: "They then that
received his word were baptized: and there were added unto
them in that day about three thousand souls" (verse 41). Now,
that we h ave the gospel recorded, and the events of the begin- .
ning of the church, men are not baptized by the Holy Spirit as
were the Apostles. We have sufficient teaching to instruct us
in the way of righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16-17) . We have the
perfect law of liberty (Jas. 1:25). We live by and contend
earnestly for the faith which ~as once for all delivered unto
the saints (Jude 3). Such truth was, of course, delivered by
the apostles under the guidance of the Holy; Spirit.
The need for the baptism of the Holy Spirit no longer eX:ists.
The G~mtiles have been a dmitted for water baptism into the
church of Christ. And, we have the word of God which the apostles preached. It is the sword of the Spirit, the word of God
(Ephesians 6:17).
In Ephesians 4:4, Paul affirmed (after the day of Pentecost
and the . events at the house of Cornelius) that there is "one
baptism." Is such Holy Spirit baptism, as predicted by John
the Baptist? Or, is such water bap_tism, into the name of the
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit? Let us see.
Holy Spirit baptism was not that of the Great Commission,
fo r, (1) the baptism of the Spirit was a promise; the baptism
of a penitent believer for remission of sins and which puts one
into Christ (Gal. 3:27) was a COMMAND. Promises can be received; commands must be obeyed. The apostles received the
promise of t he Comforter; you and I, if we have been scriptur<ally baptized, have obeyed t he command.
(2) Christ was the administrator of Spirit baptism; men are
the administrators of water baptism .
(3) Modern claimants to Holy Ghost baptism talk about
their feelings; however, the New Testament teaches in Acts
2: 33 that Spirit was SEEN and HEARD - and NOT "better
felt than told!" You can hear this frequently enough today : .!'!
can't describe the feeling; but I know I have it!"
.
(4) In New Testament days, the apostles of Christ we~e
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able to perform miracles! Paul wrote of "the signs of an apostle" (2 Cor. 12:12). IF the God-given power .to raise the dead,
heal the sick, speak in languages never before known by the
speaker, drink poison and not be hurt, shake off deadly vipers
without harm, etc., was PROOF SUFFICIENT that one was an
apostle, and baptized by -the Holy Spirit, then, the ABSENCE
of such miracles today is PROOF SUFFICIENT that God does
NOT baptize men today with the Holy Spirit!
However, the apostles of Christ did receive such power when
:the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them. Christ was the adJI11inistrator of the baptism, in fulfillment of the promise to
t hem, which promise they sll:w and heard, and by his power ·
they performed miracles, spoke in r,ew tongues, and preached
·.the gospel.
Rave you oroered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?

ERNEST RAINES WANTS TO GO TO DENMARK
W. A. Bradfield
Ernest Raines of Humboldt,1 Tennessee, a graduate of both
Freed-Hardeman and David Lipscomb Colleges, is anxious to
go to Denmark to work for the Lord.
Ernest is a capable, fine young married man and deserves
the suppo·r t of brethren who are interested in mission work.
Here is the story as he reports it:
"There are now three ladies who are members of the church
in that country, having spent soone time in the United States
and being .c onverted her3. They are desirious of h aving one or
two couples come and live with them and preach the gospel.
BrotheT Nyal D. Royse of Los Angeles, California, is somewhat interested in going, but because of having a large family,
college age, it is difficmt f or him to get sufficient support :it
seems; but :if possible he wants to go. We would be able to go
any time, a llowing me ample time to give t he congregation
where I preach a notice of my leaving."
Brother Raines :is now preaching for the Little Mountain
Church of Christ, Winchester, Tennessee. For information about
him; write the elders there, or Ferris White, Humboldt, Tenne.ssee, or either the dean at .Freed-Hardeman or David Lipscomb
College.
Address Ernest Raines at 711 North High Street, Winchester,
Tennessee.
Have you ordered youx: bundle of the "World Report" issue?
WATCH FOR 1954
Coming up are new special issues. "Improving Congtegational Singing." This is for December 17, 1953. It is coedited ey Paul H. Epps and M. Norvel Young. Articles by
such men as L. 0. Sanderson, Harold Fletcher, Horace Coffman, Bill W. David, Wilkin B. Bacon, J. T. Marlin, Fra•k J.
Dunn, Texas H. Stevens, Palmer Wheeler, Buddy Arnold. Every song" l~ader and preacher will be :interest ed in its contents.
Many congregations will want to order bunrlles to help the '"
members si~<~g better.
.
1
Then in March 1954 a special IS planned on "The Need
For Christian Education." Later another special is planned
.on "The Church and Benevolent Work." Another special is
planned :in the latter part of the year on "Restoring the Spirits
of' New Test ament Christianity." Ee sure to renew and get
.a club so that you will not miss any of these special;;.
A new feature is beginning soon. "A Wal.k With the Mas ter" by Clifton Rogers of Port Arthur, T.exas. This weekly
walk will emphasize Christian living, and how we can walk
nearer to God. Also we are planning to run thumb nail pictures of many of the writers to make their articles even more
persanal and interesting to those who do not know them well.
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"What Have I Doner'
C. S. Doggett
In the days of the prophet J eremiah, Jehovah said: "I hearkened and heard, but they ·spake n ot aright: no man repenteth
him of his wickedness, saying, What. have I done? every one
turneth o his course, as a horse that rusheth headlong in battle."
The divine complaint is, that no one seems so sensible of sin
and guilt in hi~ sight as to say, What have I' done? All are so
full of self-confi dence that they fe el no need of repElntance. Is
there not an urgent· need of pressing this question now?
For instance, What have I done with God? Is he · not the
author and preserver of my life? Have I been mindful of his
goodness and thankful for his mercies? What place have I
given him in my thoughts?
·
What have I done with Christ? He has been offered me as
t he gif t of God. What have I done with him? Have I accepted
him or rejected him? Have I crowned him with thorns or with
honour ' and glory? Is his blood spr inkled on my heart or is it
under my feet?
What have I done with the Holy Spirit? Have I grieved him
by my unbelief? Have I turned a deaf ear to his entreaty, and
hardened my heart against the melting influences of his presence? Have I received him in all his fulness,. or am I still doing
. despite to the Spirit of grace?
What have I done with the warnings of Providence? In the
day of my adversity have I been led to "consider?" Have all my
afflictions been sanctified? Has the loss of l·oved ones on earth
drawn . my affections more intently after the things that arE'
above?
What have I done' with m:y Bible? Have I been reading it as
God's written message to my soul? Have I been using it as a
lamp from heaven to guide my foc.tsteps thither ? Have I
made it the "Man of my counsel ,'~ and is its message hid in my
heart? Have I openly confessed its truth, or am I ashamed of
it?
What have I done ,,;_th my talents? My brain, my money, my
time, and my tongue-have t hey been used for the glory of self,
or for the glory ofi God? Have they been buried in the .napkin
of self-preservation, instead of used for the advancement of
the 'kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ?
What have I done wi.th my opportunities? Have I taken advantage of my many Goa-given privileges, to hear his word, to
speak in his name; to reprove, to rebuke, to exhort? Have I
been more anxious to kill 't he time than to r edeem it? ·
What have I done with my neighbors? Have I sought to take
advantage of them, rather than be a blessing t0 them? Have
I loved them as myself, or have J treated · them as inferior
creatures? Have I received• of the saving grace of God, and
have I treated those beside me as if I owed them n0thing ?
.
What have I done with the inner ·cDy of my own need? Have
I been conscious of the need of God's forgiv eness and· deliverance from the power oi sin, and yet have sought to stifle the
voice? What have I done with my sense of weakness, powerlessness, and .fruitlessness in living the Christian life? Have I
sought comfor t instead of confession, the pity of my fellowbelievers instead of the power of the Holy Spirit? Am I
among those· of whom the Lord complains, that they do not repent saying, "What have I done? "
1201 Vine Ave., Martine~, Calif.
Have you ordered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?
H. W. Arnold once said, "The worst bankrupt in the world
is the m an who has lost his er\thvsiasm. Let the man lose
eveJ;ything else in the w0 rld but his enthusiasm and he will
come through again to success."
Another man once said, "Can't never could do anything."
Paul said, " ... the Lord will give the increase . ~ ."
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The Church
J. C. Choate
"When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of
man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona : for fl esh and blood hath not revealed it
unto Jhee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say unto
thee, That thou ! art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And
I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in h eaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt lose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man
that he was Jesus the Christ" (Matt. 16:13-19).
From the above scripture there are many things involved.
But, the mai'n thing under consideration is that of a sure foundation f or the church to r est upon. The Lord tested the Apostles with a question, as to their faith. Then Peter confessed the
Christ, yea the divinity of Christ, before men.
It is said when J esus entered into the coasts of Caesarea
Philippi that he began 'to ask questions. We note that he asked
two important questions. First, "Whom do men say that I the
Son of man am?" Second, "But whom say ye that I ani?" These
questions were of importance a t that time because the Lord
wanted to know more about their faith. Even now as we read
of the things that occurred at that time, we can readily see the
faith most acceptable to the Lord.
Now, let's go ba ck to the very first question. The question
was, "Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?" Jesus
asked the question in connection with the world. In other words,
"Just 'w hat do es the world thillk of m e?" "Do they believe in
my divinity?" "Just what does the common people think of
me?" Now to the answer. Some say that "thou art (1) John the
Baptist." Some say that "thou art (2) Elias:" others say "thou
· art (3) Jeremias," or (4) "one of the prophets." Hence, the
world was divided. A world of different beliefs concerning
Christ. Thus, the Lord was not pleased with such opinions. So,
the Lord asked another question. "Whom say ye that I am?"
This time the question was directed especially to the apostles.
The Lord wanted to know just what his disciples thought of
him. He wanted to know as to whether the al?ostles had faith
in him or not. Notice the answer given: "And Simon Peter answered an d said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of God." Thus,
the glorious Christ was confessed with all of his divinity. Then
the Lord gave his approval by saying, "Blessed art thou." The
Lord did not pronounce such a blessing upon the world. Well,
why? Simply because the Lord does not a'Ccept opinions but _
,J:'ather a strong faith. In pronouncing a blessing upon Peter, the
L ord pointed out that the knowledge that was expressed was
of God. The Lord also pointed out to Peter that he would build
his church upon the same confession (1 Cor. 3:11) . The church
was to be in the future but was to belong to the Lord only
(Acts 20:28). The Lord said that his church would be established and that nothing would prevail against that fact.
Further, Peter was to receive the keys of the kingdom or the
church. This blessing gave Peter the right to show the way into
the kingdom on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2).
Hence, from the study, we can see the importance of the
questions that were involved. Then, finally the confession that
was made, to the effect that Christ was the Son of God. This
confession was so important that Christ promised to build his
church upon the same. And thus, in connection with the church,
the keys of the kingdom were given. "Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man · that he was Jesus --the
Christ."
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Just Across The Street (No. 1)
F. L. P~isley
Again we glance a two ,different and differing churches_o~
opposite sides of the street. One of them: is the same "Fkst"
church in former essay. The other is also a "First" church,--a
"sister d~momination." The two groups differ on some things,
but perhaps agree on more points than they differ. We shall
consider first a few
Points of Difference
The church meeting on the south side of the street teaches
immersion for baptism, accepting nothing else. The church
across the street gladly accepts a p erson from the other "communion" on his immersion, but would insist against practicing
it herself. She teaches that sprinkling water on the head is
baptism.
That immersing church holds strongly to the doctrine of
"once .irt grace a lways in grace"-that is, regardless of the
conduct, life, sins, crimes a saved man might do; he_is none the
less certain for heaven-even if dying in the very act of crime.
The church across the street says that one can so sin as to be
lost after having been once saved.
The imm e1:sing church is named for the act and practice of
"baptism," but oppose? any emphasis. upon the doctrine of "baptism" except the act. The church across the street is named for
her "methods" of doing things-each church opposing the wearing of the other's name. In this great difference between themselves, there is a general likeness!
The two chun:hes differ seriously en the subject of baptism.
One insists upon "believer's baptism"-none but believers be.ing baptized-the other insists that non-believers may be baptized, if under age pf accountability. They believe in and practice forcing an innocent baby to submit to "baptism," but will
not say its parents should be forced to submit to it! The immersing church t eaches that the only thing absolutely essential
to believe about baptism is the act of the very unessential
thing! Yes, he must believe .that the act is non-essential, no.t
related to remission of sins.
'
With these f ew points of difference let us notice.
Some Points of Agreement
Both churches agree generally that "one church is just as
good as another." Until the New Testament church is mentioned this doctrine prevails. Then it is out the window. While
agreeing _that one church is as good as another, and that one is
acting soberly in joining either one, they oppose your belonging to ' both of them. They have never t ried to explain that if
A can belong to the immersing church, and B to the sprinkling
church, both consistent with all essential truth, why can't C
belong to both of them. Iri this conglomeration of self-contradictions they agree.
\
Both churches agree that there is no need of obeying any
command of the Lord to go to heaven-that salvation is a matter of "faith only." They each studiously omit preaching tha~
those "who obey not the gospel -will be punished with everlasting destruction" (2 Thess. 1:7-9). They :t:J,either have any
u se for the Lord's promise, "he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved" (Mar~ 16:16). They unite in proclaiming this
as "water salvation."
Both churches agree that the New Testament, as written, is
not sufficient to express what men sho'uld do and be religiously. To help the Lord out where he forgot, or was just too indifferent to supply full information, they each have adopted an
additional creed. That of one is called a "Manual"; the other a
"Discipline." These two little books differ widely from the New
Testament, and -glaringly contradict it in their distinctive utterance.
The two churches agree that the kind of music ordained in
the New Testament-singing-is insufficient for their praises,
so they volunteer to offer the Lord a different kind-ali sorts
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of instrumental sounds, as "aids." They agree that when the
Lord declared that "every transgression ana disobedience received a just r ecompense of r ewar d" (Heb. 2:1-3), it m eans no
threat to' us now for making any such ch an ges as suits us. This,
,and all other errors they hold, are based upon the fatal blun der
::alli.d sin of discounting the New Test ament as an all-sufficient
::guide in religious matters.
T h ey agree that their own chosen and self-manufactured
~naJi'.l\les are better expressions of "relationship to God than is the
~:ne name Heaven assigned to God's p eople under Christ. "And
it came to pass that the disciples were called Christians first
at Antioch" (Acts 11 :26 ) . "Almost thou per suadest me to· b e a
Christian," Agrippa said to Paul. (Acts 26:28). And' Peter
chimes in to say, "If any man suffer as a Christian-glorify
God in this name" (1 Peter 4:16). A grippa's statement to Paul
proves that Paul was persuading him to be a Christian. Such
a n ardent defender of the name of Christ as Paul was, he
would quickly have corrected the ruler had that not been true.
Both churches agree that all should be Christians, but oppose
the name in preference to their humanly given titles.
· Each church agrees that the other is· not once mentiooed in
all the Bible, but n either will tell the other that truth!
Upon which side of the street do you wor ship God? Why in
either place?
Have you ordered your bundle of the ."World Report" issue?
DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that in,, most congregations the members spend
more money e;ac.li. week for tobacco, chewing .g um, cokes, and
ice cream than they spend in sending the gospel to those out.side their community? I s the Lord pleased . with this condition? Why not use the special issue on Mission work to stir
the breth ren· up to do their duty. Be sure· that each elder
gets a copy. Also the deacons. Also the Bible School teachers. Have members of Bible Classes use it for t en minute
reports on different fi elds. It can be us ed even with the
children's classes. For less than a package of chewing gum
you can awaken so~e self-satisfied, half-asleep Christian to
what Christ expects of him in sending the gospel to every
creature!
Have you ordered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?
"WORLD REPORT ISSUE"
Norvel Young
The .second issue in November (Novemb~r 10) is exclu sively
devoted t o articles .from mission fi elds outside the United
States. The major fields of evangelism by churches of Christ
w ill be heard f rom. These interesting articles written by m en
on the spot will bring Christians in this country up-to-dat e
on the widespread efforts to· preach the gospel to the whole
world. Such a report l1aS not been widely circulated since the
"Harvest Field" w;s published in 1948. These past five years
have seen more evangelism abroad by churches of Christ in
t his country than any other five years in history. Do not
m iss this thrilling story of converting thousands to Christ in
other lands. Each article is crammed fu ll of facts. Each report
breathes the spirit of the sacrificial Christians wh o h ave left
t he comforts of home to carry the good news to those on
other shores.
Order a bundle of these to distribute to each Christian family where you worship. Cost, five cents each. In this way you
can help stir up b rethren to their duty · in carrying out Christ's
marching orders to his disciples. Let Brother Showalter know
how many copies you wish so that they can be p rinted wh en
the r egular issue is printed. The Special I ssu e on "Congregat ions At Work" was exhausted long before the demand was
' met.
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Organized Personal Work
J.D. Thomas
Many congregations today are organizing and, centralizing
,their work in personal evangelism, so that they can be more
effective and can be sure of working all possible prospects:
At Abilene Christian College this year we are offering a
one-hour credit course, meeting one night weekly, in which
we discuss both the theoretical and practical aspects of soulwinning through personal contacts by the "ordinary" church
member. Further, we are stressing the organization gf the
program in the local congregation, so that students will have
"know how" a s well as inspi ration for organizing personal
work programs in the various congregations where they will
make tneir homes in the future.
By continuing such of;ferings here over a period of years,
we should eventu ally do UJ'\told good in the Lord's work through
the influence of the students who have studied in the class.
This y ear there are 40 students enrolled in the class for credit
and several who are taking it for non-credit.
Laboratory Methods
In addition to the class period, we are r equiring two h'o urs
weekly done in personal work, or in office or organizational
work that will help to understand the setting -up of a systematized procedure. Thus the fabo r atory approach makes quite
practical what the student learns in class, and also he brings
problem.s to the class that he m eets in actual practice.
The College Church of Christ and the other congregation ~
in Abilene are per mitting these students to do the "laboratory"
part of their work under their supervision, · so that. different
students do their ·work in different systems of organization .
These syst ems are compared in class discussion, and representative speakers from the .several congregations will be asked
to speak to t h e class, so that all will have the benefit of as
many ideas as possible.
Class discussions include the psychological aspects of making the approach and proper conduct of the interview, as well
as the knowledge of key-scriptures and the answering of
arguments that are commonly met, both in and out of the
Bible.
Adequate Records
Among t he practical f eatures of organizing a personal work
program that the student will learn is a record-keeping system
that enables church leaders t o keep close supervision over
those who need spiritua l help-either to obey the gospel or to
b e rest ored or 'even strengthened. Several t yp es of indexes·
of prospect s are used, according t o the need of th e individual.
The k eeping of records makes certain that no prospect is overlook ed, and that each prospect is visited by the member of
the congregation most competent to care for his problems.
Lectureship Discussion
Because of the rising interest in organized personal work,
and becau se many congregations are seein g the opportunities
in soul-winning afforded by su ch a program, some discussion
is now being given to having the subject of personal work
discussed on the 1954 Abilene Christia n College L ectureship
program as an outstanding f eature, with a view to ot}1ers r eceiving information and guidance which will help them in
organizing a program in their own congregations.
We understand that one congregation is ready to employ a
man full-time when they find the person suitable f.or organizing an d conducting a personal work program in a proper way.
. We will be happy to hear from any wh o ha~e practical -su ggestions of methods t hey are using in the doing of any phase
of p ersonal work. We want the class work here to be the ver y
best and will appreciate any contributions from any source.
Have , you ordered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayt
INVESTIGATE THE PLEA FOR UNDENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIANITY
Every day we read about Senate and House inves~igations.
Although some investigations may be poorly conducted the
idea of investigating for the truth is certainly good. When
Paul reached Rome the Jews there showed themselves fair by
investigating his plea for "the kingdom of God." · They said,
"We desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest; · for as concerning this sect, we know that everywhere it is spoken
against" (Acts 28:22).
Too many people pass judgment on the basis of prejudice
or emotional bias. Too few people are willing to investigate.
These Jews thought that Christianity was a "sect" Judaism.
They had heard many criticisms of it. Yet, they were openminded en.ough to find out for themselves from one of the
preachers of the gospel.
Let me take this lesson as an opportunity to plead with each
reader to investigate the claims of Christ for yourself. Do
not be content to make the most important decision of your
life without thoroughly considering the evidence. Read your
New Testament. Study especially one of the gospels such as
Matthew, or John, and then the book of Acts . . Then investigate the plea being made by the churches of Christ in your
area to return to simple New Testament Christianity.
Many people have turned away from Christianity because
they have observed the divisions brought about by men. They
have heard criticisms made against the church, the body of
Christ, the kingdom. Too often they have not been willing
to stop and investigate themselves.
We are convinced that God has revealed himself in the person of his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. We believe that
the Holy Spirit has given .us the inspired guide in the Bible.
We believe it is possible today to go back behind all of the
doctrines and dogmas of men and go to J esus Christ and his
teaching. The Word· of God is the seed of the kingdom, and
when we accept that Word in our hearts and obey it _we can
be born again of the water and of the Spirit just as the 3,000
did on the day of Pentecost, the birthday of the church.
By taking Christ as our only creed, the Bi'ble as our only
rule of faith we believe we can work together in free, independent local congregations just as the early Christians did.
We can .worship in the same manner they did. We believe
'God will save u and !'J.dd us to the church when we believe in
his Son Jesus Christ and trust in him, repenting of our sins
and being buried with him in baptism to rise and walk a new
life (Acts 2:47). God will bless all who will obey his Son and
do his will!
Investigate this plea for undenominational Christianity. Living for Christ is a seven-day-a-week proposition. Deny yourself and take up your cross and follow him. Like Paul, when
your pilgrimage here is over you can s·a y: "Ht:;nceforth there
is laid up fo r me a crown of righteousness, which th~ Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing" (2
Tim. 4).
Have you ordered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?
OPPORTUNITIES AMONG NEGROES
Approximately one person in t e.n in America is a negro.
These sixteen million Americans speak our language. They have
enjoyed this land of freedom for more than a century. The.y are
studying in our public schools and '.Vorking in the shop or the
store, o1· the factory or on the farm. They present a most won-

derful challenge to Christians who burn with a desire to share
the gospel with othe;rs.
Thousands of towns have tens of thousands of negroes and
no church after the New Testament pattern. The gospel of
Christ will convert them just as it will their people in Africa
or other 1;~ces over the world; Christ loved them and died for
them . .They need the gospel. The religion of Jesus Christ will
do more to help solve the race problem than anything else.
Many churches that have been established by such evangelists as Brother Marshall Ke eble are in need of encouragement
and instruction. They lack quallfied leaders, preachers, Bible
school teacherl5. The Nashville Chri~;:tian Institute and Southwestern ChristiaJl College at Terrell have been established to
help train their young people. They need our support and encouragement. Shall we let these schools wither for lack of our
m·oral and financial help? Write to Athens Clay, Pullias at David
Lipscomb College in Nashville or to Dr. John G. Young at
Southwestern Christian College in Terrell, Texas, to get a full
picture of their marvelous opportunity and desperate need.
Brethren, some money and time spent with the Negro citizens of our own community and in ·s uch schools will pay marvelous dividends both here and hereafter. We need to preach
the g~spel across the sea, but we must not neglect .to preach
it to those across town.
Have you ordered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?
THE,:RE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR PRAYER
(Continued .from last week)
The greatest argument for the power of prayer is the example of our Lord himself. The four gospels probably cover
only' a hundred days of Jesus' life, yet they abound in reference to his prayer-life. Luke, more than the others, underscores. his. praying. Jesus prayed at his baptism by John. He
prayed all night before choosing his apostles. He prayed on
the Mount of Transfiguration. He prayed after the feeding of
the five thousand. He prayed in the garden of Gethsemane. He
prayed on the cross three times of the seven times it is recorded that he spoke. How can any man attempt to follow such
a praying Lord and neglect to pray always?
Yet, many men who have admired Jesus as a great leader
and teacher have overlooked this secret of his power. Many
service organizations have adopted Jesus' golden rule, but have
entirely neglected his example of prayer. The world has hailed
him with its greatest music, its most honored art, and its
grandest architecture, but has too often refused to kneel down
with him and pray to his Father. How many of his disciples
have follow ed his example of going apart from the crowd and ·
continuing "all night in prayer to God." Yet, h e· says to us:
"Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and ye shall find;
knock- and it shall be opened unto you.~ The prayerless life is
the powerless life. If we would gain power to do God's will,
let us continue steadfastly in prayer·.
"Ere you .left your room this morning,
Did you think to pray,
In the name of Christ our Savior,
Did you sue for loving favor,
As a shield today?
"When you met with great temptation,
Did you think to pray?
By his dying love and merit,
Did you claim the Holy Spirit,
As your guide and stay?
"0 how praying rests the weary,
Prayer will change the night to day;
So when life seems dark and dreary,
Don't forget to pray!"
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EDITORIAL
THE FIGHT OF FAITH
"This charge I co:rp.mit unto thee, my child Timothy, according to the prophecies which led the way
to thee, that by them thou mayest war the good warfare" (1 Tim. 1 :18).
"Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of
Christ Jesus. No soldier on -service entanglet~ himself in the affairs of this life; that he may please him
who enrolled him as a soldier" (2 Tim. 2 :3).
"Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on 'the
life eternal ... " (1 Tim. 6 :12).
The mightiest conflict the world has yet known is
that in which the soldiers of the cross are engaged.
The greatest leader of soldiers and the greatest military strategist of all time is the invincible Captain
of our salvation, made perfect through suffering (Reb.
2 :10), who has conquered the grave and brought 'life
and immortality to light through the gospel, which
has been known to all the nations unto obedienc'e of
faith (Rom. 16 :26) . The reception 0f the gospel, its
belief, and obedience to it, constitute the oath of allegiance to the King of Glory, and enlistment in the
Lord;s army. The peerless Leader who conquers with
the sword of his mouth, in his own times shall show
who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of
them that reign as kings, and Lord of them that rule
as ~ords. He has, to every subject in his realm, given
the solemn charge that the commandment (law) be
kept without spot and without reproach (See 1 · Tim.
6 :14). All orders in the Lord's army must lil~ carried
out without partiality, hesitation or neglect. And all
soldiers in the kingdom of heaven must fight or perish.
But the fight of the Christian-the fight of faithis of an order far above and superior to any and all
other struggles. An,d it is o,f more importance than
all other struggles. It is a fight against sin, and sin is
the source of human unhappiness. To eradicate sin
means the introduction of peace, joy and happiness in
the life of everyone. "Our wrestling is not against
flesh and l;>lood, but against the principalities, against
the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places." So declares Paul to the Ephesians.
The contention of the Christian is against all that is
sinful and wrong_:_all that is contrary to the sound
doctrine of Christ. The orders of our great Leader
are to stand for that which is true, honorable, just,
pure, lovely, and of good report. The man of God opposes the works of the flesh , and advocates, urges
and defends the fruit of the Spirit of God. The people
of God strive to bring peace and happiness to men and
women by inducing them to t~rn away from all the
unholy lusts of the flesh: fornication, uncleanness
lasciviousness, idolatry, sorceries, enmities, strifes:
~ealousies, wraths, factions, ~ivisions, parties, envymgs, drunkenness, revellings, and such like. This
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enumeration is given by Paul in his -letter to the
churches of Galatia. And how much more usefui and
happy people would be if all of these evils were eliminated from their lives! There would come joy and
gladness where grief and sorrow now reign, rul€ and
ruin the lives of men. In the life freed from sin, there
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, meekness, self-control. And Paul adds
that against these there is no law, and that they that
are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with the
passions and the lusts thereof.
The religion of Christ Jesus our Lord is the best
antidote for the sorrows and suffering of a distressed
world. If the lofty precepts of our Savior were accepted and fully applied in the lives and hearts of
all responsible human beings there would be no fratricidal strife, no wars and rumors of wars-no crimes
-no murders, adulteries, thefts. To the extent that
men are imbued with the · spirit of the Christ-his
life and teaching-does evil fail and good, truth and
happiness, control. The greatest benefactors to the
race are those who teach the doctrine of Christ and
cause men to believe and obey the truth, and conform
their lives to its holy precepts. The trouble with the
nations is that they have left God out of thei~ affairs.
The conversion of men to Christ will do them more
real good than anything else that can possibly . be
made effective in their lives. And the conversion of
the rulers and leaders, of nations, and the commanders
of the armies and navies of earth will mean greater
blessings to them and their people than all things
else combined. And this is the Christian's' warfarehis aim and ideal. To stand for these sublime and
benevolent attributes and excellencies of heaven, to
defend them, and fight for them, is pre-eminently the
greatest work that mortals can engage themselves to
perform. Should w~ not encourage and assist all those
so engaged? And should not all who know the joys
of salvation in Christ, be willing to cooperate in every
right way to lead others into a realization of the experiences of all that is best and most desir.able in the
life that now is, and into that peace and satisfaction
of . the exceeding great and precious promises of the
unspeakable glories to be revealed in the life to come
in the upper world?
MUCH INTEREST IN "WORLD REPORT" ISSUE
A number of congregati-ons and gospel preachers and elders
have expressed interest in our "World Report" issue g-iving
articles from the major countries where evangelism is being
done by Christians supported from the United States. In
view of this the special issue h as been delay!'!d one week in
order to give others a chance to order extra copies. We can
only afford to publish approximately as many as are ordered.
So get in your order for a bundle of 100 or 500 or 1000 at the
low price of $4.00 per hundred. This is a low cost medium
of stirring up your friends in the church to the tremendous
challenge of the great commission.
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OUR FALL SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN

The Firm Foundation has a new face. It has new features.
It has new special issues coming up for 1954. Now we want
some new subscriptions 'to go with all this.
To encourage our hosts of friends to get up clubs we are
offering these incentives in good gospel books.
First Award: To the· one who sends in the most subscriptions in clubs between now and January 1, 1954, we will give
$100 w.orth of bool's or Bibles or Testaments. He may make
his own selection from the books which we have in our catalogue. Think of it. A good small home library for the person
who works a little extra in getling subscriptions this fall.
Never before have we offered as much! Never before could
you earn such a bonus for a little effort in calling on your
friends, writing, announcing about the Firm Founda;tion.
These subscriptions may b e new or renewals.
Surely someone will be happy in winning this $100 award.
Secorid Award: To the worker who obtains the second larg est number of subscriptions in the allotted time we will give
}50 worth of good religious boo•k s of his own choosing from
books we have in stock. So, two happy: people are going to be
~ighty glad they entered this worthwhile contest for putting
wholesome gospel literature into more Christian homes.
Third Award: To everyone who sends in as many as ten
subscriptions at the regular club rate, .we will send a free
copy of W. M. Davis' "Things to Consider" or a copy of the
Abilene Christian College Lectures for 1953 or 1952, or a
copy of "Preachers of Today" edited by Batsell Barrett Baxter.
You m ay choose. So everyone who works will be rewarded.
There are no losers in this contest. All will win.
You may wonder why we are so eager to get ~ore readers.
It- is because we realize that less than one member in twenty
in churches of Christ is taking any gospel paper. We recognize that an informed church is a strong church. We believe
that the news reports alone are worth tlie price of the paper
for a year. We believe the articles are a bonus to teach and
exhort the brethren in the way of Christ.
So, we appeal to you to cooperate with us in blessing more
homes by putting a good religious journal in them. Use your
phone. Use your car. Write for some free samples of back
copies to show your friends the Firm Foundation. Let's really
double our subscription list this fall.
Watch each 'week to see the list of club workers. We hope
your name is included 11oon.
Have you ordered your bundle of the "World Report"-issue?
FROM IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, CHURCH OF CHRIST

F. L. Vanlandingham
Dear · Brothers in Christ:
Many are the heartaches and trials of those few who attempt
to carry the gospel of Christ to areas where that truth is little
.known.
We, as a group, are well aware, also of the problems which
you h ave, even in the areas where the truth is accepted and
practiced.
However, this letter is our Sincere Appeal for Help-in
money, guidance aml. prayers.
Each of the denominations represented here in Idaho Falls
has a building of its own in which to worship, and each of
them is growing.
If they can grow, as they have, with what they have, how
much more could the church grow which has the real truth, if
we but take the golden opportunity which stands for us to
grasp.
At the present, we have rented an upstairs room, over a

market, for a meeting place. This room has been used as a
club room for some social group, as well as a School of Folk
Dance (4 nights a week). However, this was the best .that
could be found at the time and under the circumstances.
This week, by the abounding grace of God, we have. been
offered a church buildin·g at a real bargain price (here in
Idaho Falls). The Assembly of God is building a new and
larger building and are offering its present building and location to the Church of Christ at a price of approximately $8,000.
The lot is located at 15th and Elm Streets, is 50x125, the
building has an auditorium on the ground floo·r which seats
approximately, 90 people, 3 classrooms in the basement and 3
classrooms upstairs. It has recently been completely redecorated inside and will be adequate for several months, or years,
or at least until we can outgrow it. (We have 3 months'
option to buy).
We have a regular attendance (Sunday morning, Sunday
evening and Wednesday evening) of from 20 to 25 people. Six
fami'lies are represented on our regular attendance record.
The annual census has been completed but we have not received
the compilation showing that number who prefer the church,
or have no preference at all. W e have no minister and would
welcome someon~ who can visualize cur need and who has the
desire to carry God's Word to a lost and dying world.
We cannot, 'fully, support a preacher nor can we buy a building alone. We can pay for the building after we have the
down payment . of approximately $3,000 and we can subsidize
the salary of a preacher to some extent.
Please try to visualize our urgent need and take this as an
open opportunity to have a real part in spreading the gospel,
not only to all na.tions, but spreading the gospel at home
where the need is so ~bvious and so great..
Your help is greatly and urgently needed and will be deeply
appreciated by the church here and, the Bible being true, w.e
are sure you will receive blessings "An Hundred Fold."
Donations toward our building fund will be greatly appreciated and receipts for same will be forwarded to the donor.
Address all inquiries, donation, and letters of encouragement
and guidance to Church of Christ, Idaho Falls, Idaho.
158 N. Ridge Ave., Idaho Fall_s, Idaho.
Have you ordered your bundle of the "World Report" issue?
IMPROVING CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
Paul H. Epps
December 17, the Firm Foundation will send forth a special
issue on the all important subject, "Improving Congregational
Singing." Several splendid articles have been prepared by
various . preachers and song directors of the chu:vch. These
. timely articles will be published for the purpose of inspiring
each Christian to put forth more effort in the improvement
of gospel singing, individually and collectively.
Several thousand .e xtra copies. will ' be published and distributed', and each coNgregation should encoura ge every member to receive a copy. It would be well to send one to an interested friend who may be drawn closer to the ·truth. In
order that the congregation may be moved to a greater zeal
in improving the song service, the articles may be used in
talks in young people's classes, ladies' cla~>ses, men~s classes,
at mid-week services and over radio programs. It is our hope
that this special issue shall serve the purpuse for which it was
intended-to stimulate more interest in improving our song
services, both physically and spiritually, and to cause each
member of the body of Christ to place the proper vafuation
upon a subject that h as too 1ong been neglected.
Hurlbut's Story of the Bible, the new enlarged 'edition 4.96
Memoirs of Alexander C.ampbell ......,....................................... 8.75
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE

Box 77-Austin, Texas.

FIRM FOUNDATION.
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W:tyne Hnrg·rove, Hou ston 21, T exas, October 9: L as t Sunday; here at MacGregor
Park , th ere were elev en invitation responses : one confessed fau lts, two were restored
and placed m embersh ip , five placed membership, and thr ee were b a ptized (one CathLeslie W. Grant, Mentone, Indiana, Octo- olic a nd two Baptists). The past two SunJ . T. ~lurlin, Sweetwater, Texas: We had
o n e of our largest audiences Sunday morn- ber 21: Our two weeks meeting· closed with day nig·hts and Wednesday nights we have
ing.
A Baptist lady was baptized at the six responses, four b eing baptisms and two set all-time atte nd ance records. Eleve n new
r estorat ions. Interest was fine throughout. deacons are being appointed.
€Vening service.

FROM THE HARVEST · FIELD

William Reeves, 2 Keer Ave., Apt. 504,
Newarlc, New Jersey, October 20•: The addr ess of the n ew Central Church of Christ
will be, beginning the first Sunday in November, 6 West Park St., Newark, N . J. , instead of 982 Broad St., Newark, N. J .

-Homer Putnam Reeves, 2442 W. Jefferson,
Dallas, Texas, October 19: Tw o were bap tized and two r eceived by transfer at Sun set on October 18. My meeting with Peak
and East Side , Dallas, r es ulted in twelve
responses.

Cleon LYles, Little Rock, Arkansa~, OctoE . C. ~lcKenzle, Box 1164, Montgomery,
Alabama, October 21: Brother Richard Riv- her 19: The · 9th and Columbia church in
ers, formerly of Nashville, Tennessee.. a nd P lainview, Texas, closed a meeting .t he
now the head of the music department at 14th in which I preached. Six were bapHuntingdon College here in Montgomery, is tized ~ s ix restored, and two placed mempresently working with the Catoma ' Street bership. J : P. Crinshaw and Bobby Hoover
congregation as song director. He is great are doing good work with this congregatlon.
in his fie ld.

Dale Sexson, Andrews, Texas: Hulen Jackson just closed a fine meeting with the
church here.
Seven were baptized, four
were restored and . several records in attendance were broken during the meeting.
Since th e me e ting one has been bapt iz ed
and one identified.
The work here has
never loolced better.

.C. s . Doggett, 1201 Vine Avenue, Marti,;ez, California: <J.":he work moves along nicely since we moved into our new auditorium.
,Sever'a l new congregations in this part of
the country add to the zest and interest of
more disciples. We need more preachers in
this part of the c.o untry. When passing this
way, wor ship with us. May we work while it
is sti ll day!

Herb Swinney, Box 7, Coleman, T exas:
Two ba.ptized, two r estored and one placed
membership in last Sunday's services· of the
Coleman church. Both ladies baptized were
Methodists; one for over forty years. These
baptized were results of local r adio work.
Our mid-week attendance for the last month
has been above 400.
Peace and harmony
prevail a mong the members.

Choice L. Bryant, 16 5 Sout~ 15th Street,
Salem, Oregon, October 19: Recently four
have been added to our local membership:
two .by baptism and two by transfer. Brother Warder K. Novak, Snyder, Texas,' is to
serve us in Salem as visiting evangelist beg inning October 22 thro ugh Novemb er 1. I
am to serve as visiting evangelist in a cam paign with the Eastside congregation in
Portland, Oregon, the latter part of November.

L. F . Mills, 15.6 East Baker Street, Batesville, Arkansas, October 19: I enjoyed a good
meeting w ith the church in Massillon, Ohio,
recently in which two were baptized, two
restored • and some identifying thems elves
with the congregation. The meeting was unusually well attended. One made confession
of sin at our local services yesterday. I am
to begin a mission meeting at Mt. Pleasant,
Arkansas, . tonight. Prospects are good for
a good meeting a t this place.

Malcom P. Hinckley, Huntington Park,
California, October 23: One more has been
baptized here and another has placed mem bership with us. Attendance and contributions continue to grow. Last Wedn es day
.saw us set two new attendance records.

A . J, Kerr, 1203 Vilas Avenue, Madison,
Wisconsin, Octobfilr 19: I h ave been with the
Madison co ngregation for almost three
months. During this time, four hav e placed
m ember ship and two have been baptized.
Jam es D. Willeford and Robert W. Lawrenee have don e a good work In this fie ld.
Brother Lawrence is still with the congregation and is a good co -work er.
Ben West, L ampasas, Texas, October 20 :
Two hundred and fifty -seven were at pray er meeting Wednesday night-a n ew rec ord. Two hundred and seventy at Bible
school-also a new record. We n ever have
"rally days," special services or special
spealcers. Brother W. R. Smith, vice presi dent, Abilene Christian College, spoke on
Monday night to the teaching force. Brother
Ciem W. Hoover spoke effectively at prayer
meeting hour.

Ok~~~~:m~; ~o:v~l~~t!~~ c':~r~~\fc~::i~;ri~
Claremore in tim es past has had so me dlvision. We want th e brethren to know that
the church is 'now united. We a.re in sore
n eed of a new building and are making
plans t o start a new one in the spring. For
the past two months the average Bible study
attendance has b ee n 83. In the last e ight
months seven have placed m embers hip with
the church and e ight h a ve b een baptized,
one l as t Lord's cl ay. Our average contr ibution is about $115 . No church
can grow if
it is divided against itself. We ·are growing
a nd worldng together.
O. C. Hnrtscll, Minden, Louisiana, 612 E lm
St., October 23: · Sister Harts ell is out of
the hospital, but recovering slowly due 1 to
co mplications. The church is busy h e r e doing religion in J esus' n a m e . On e of our
young m e mb.ers, Brother J. W ill Sims, who
is in th e serv ic e of our country over in Ko rea, wrote his par ents of the n eeds of our
Korean brethren made destitute by the war .
Th e c hurc h es in this area responded liberally . after being informed abo ut it. Chris tianity in practice speaks loud er than Chris tianity in words . Words without deeds are
vain.
Minden and Evergreen •churches of
Christ a r e alternating each month a song
service. Brother DeLuky is local evangelist for the Everg/een c hurch an d doing a
good work. Brother Thompson, one of our
-elEiers, has been conf in ed to his bed for
some tim e. Pray for him and the work
here. May we m arch on in J es us' name.

D. H . Perkins, 21Ji70 South Grant, Denver,
Luther Snvnge, Ros en H e ights Church, Ft.
Colorado, October 22 : Two adults were bap - Worth, Texas, October 12: The last eight
tized and one placed m e mbership during a days hav e shown great advancement for the
r E)cent m eet in g a t Coweta, Oklahoma. J. R. ca u se of Christ here. Two have b een bapPatterson, preacher of the church, and Roger tized and four h ave confessed error. One of
Todd who led the singing, drove down each those who confessed sin and r e qu ested th e
night. from Central Christian College, Bar- prayers of the chu rch was J. Willard Mortlesville, and brought other young people. row. For his b enefit we would like it to
On the Lord's day of the meeting, a new be known tha t h e is now accepted in full
attendance record was establish ed for the fellowship by the church h er e. We believe
Bible stu dy. During my absence from Den - that the troubles th a t this church has enver one of the elders and another of the dured for several years are now over. The
b r et hre n did the preac hing. Since my return, fo u r months that I have b een h ere have
we h ave baptiz ed one, r estor ed one, and had been eventfu l and well spent.
one to p lace membership.
Lloyd E. Ellis, 23 1 Fourth Avenue, Chula
W. D. Cox, Mason, T exas , October 22: Re - Vista, California, October 23: The work in
c ently, L was away f~·om the wo rk here for Chula Vista is moving right a long . Seventwo weeks.
During that time, I was in- teen a dditions in the f irst seven teen werks
vited to pr each for the Meadowbrook churc h since I have • been here. We hope that we
in Fort Worth where Brother Preston Co- can keep up this average of at l east one
tham preach es. Brother Cotham is doing a each week. vVe now have 85 names on our
.good work in Fort Worth.
Two hundred membership li st. vVe have ju st r ece ntly r e and· fifty were present -o n the 'iV e dnesday modeled the dwe:Iling on our lot and are
night I preached there . vVhile away, it living in it.
(Cc.rr espond e nse please note
was a privilege to preach ·for the church change of address from 135 Garrett Ave.)
11-t Haskell, T exas, where Brother Fred Cus- Plans are being made to begin construction 1
ti s is the very capable preacher. The worlc of our a uditorium on the front of this lot.
th ere is on the move from all that we saw. At present we cont inu e to meet in the Com After my s ermon there on Sunday even ing , munity Building located at Fifth Avenue
a group of singers from Southwestern Chris- and H Street.
(The building fac es Elde~
tian College sang.
Brother Leon Ramsey Drive just off Fifth). If you hav e fri ends
came with them to talk concerning the living here, or in San Di ego, · se nd me names
hop es of this sc)1.ool concerning its future . a nd addresses and I shall try to assist them
Th e work in Mason cont inu es on in the in locating the church. Visit with us when
same goo d way. This is a fine congrega- you co m e this way.
Th e n~ a re
25,000 or
tion to work for in the Lord. When coming more people in Chula Vista and we hope .
this way, be su r e to stop by and worship to build a strong co n g regation. The climate
w ith us.
is ideal throughout the year.

Tuesday, November 3, 1953

FIRM

Frank .J. Dunn, Peak and East Side, DalBilly Norris, · Box 294, Searcy, Arkansas,
las, T exas, October 12: Homer P. Reeves October 24: During· this w ee k at the Coldid the preaching in our fall meeting. There lege church th ere have been six baptisms
were 12 respo n ses. During September 24 and fourtee n r estorations. More than sevresponded, of whom seven were baptized.
enty have responded to the invitation since
the first of July.
Clmrel• of CJ•rist, Rolling Fork, MississipHerbert L. Newman, 559 W est Mariposa
pi, Box 112: About a dozen families in the
Rolling Fork area h ave recently begun meet- Drive, San Antonio, Texas, October '12: The
ing in the co urt hou se for worship, as the Highland and West Avenue congregatio ns of
distance to the nearest congregat ion is more San Antonio are conducting a radio program
than twenty miles. vVe have purchased and every Sunday morning on KMAC, 630 kc.,
are paying for two lots a nd have begun a from 8:15 to 8:30. We believe that much
Building Fund. We would greatly appreci- good will be accomplished a.s a re s ult of
ate a n y help from churches 9r individ u a ls this. radio work. pne was baptized and two
wishing to assist u s in our und ertaking. placed membership at the West Avenue
church Sunday.
L. Arnoltl Watson, 7450 Chase Road, D ear Lutlter Savage, R osen H e ig hts church, Ft.
born, Michigan, October•22: John D. Cox of
Florence, Alabama, c lo se d our fall meeting Worth, T exas, October 21: L as t week we
c los ed a lectureship here at Rosen Heights
last night. Two were restored and one baptiz e d. This was Brother Cox's second meet-. co ngregat ion. We list ene d tp the preaching
ing with Dearborn and he is well lov ed by of J. Woodie Holden, J. P . W!lliams, Leroy
all. Thi s m ee ting was th e most co nsi s t ently Brownlow, Abe Lincoln, _ J~ss Hall, Wesley
attended me e ting, by the membership, since Mickey, Dillard Thurman, and Claude Guild.
I've been at Dearborn. Also, a good num- There was one confession of error during
We feel that the whole
ber of n o n-m e mb ers were in attendance. I th e l ectureship.
begin Monda.y night, October 26, at Fountain church has benefitted by fine preaching of
Square, India napolis, with David Bobo, to these good m en.
last through November 4. This will be m y
final m eeting for this year. Our building
expansion work is about completed and we
should b e occupring our n ew e ducational
unit soon.
Elbert R. Garretson, 1110' East Santa Fe,
Full e rton, California, October 21: I've just
· concluded · a noth e r m ee ting with the fine
congregation in Mesa, Arizona. The previous
meeting was In November, 1952 . T en responded to the gospel invitation: s ix were
baptiz ed, three r estored, a nd one was identi fied . This m ee ting prese nted many joys to
us all. The loca l evange li st, Brother Urie
T. Poisall is a gallant co-~orker and he
spe nt his ability, his en ergi es a.nd time well
during this meeting. Brethren Ray Randall
and Johnnie King were selected as e lders
during this meeting and th e congregation
stands with them to th e last man. Th ese
two men obeyed th e gosp el in a meeting
conducted in Mesa some years ago by Brother Gatewood, following his d ebate with
Kenneth Farnsworth, the Mor mon. Interest
in the work in Fullerto n is fine a.nd the
work is go ing forwa rd.
Ralph Russell, Box 444, Carrizo Springs,
Texas: · The "n ew lool'" on th e front page
of the Firm Foundation is most attra ctive.
The paper is continuing to do much good in
its chosen field . May your efforts prosp e r.
Since last r e port, th e r e have b een two bap tisms. The c)1urch conducted a gospel m eeting, Se ptember 20 - 27, w ith Brother 0. M.
Reynolds doing· the preachin g . Gospel lessons wer e pres ented each even ing, the seed
of the kingdom was sown in the hearts of
many outsiders. Brother Edgar Furr, Crystal City, did. a splendid work in leading the
singin g during this m eeting. Praise be to
God for the increase as his seed is "planted"
and "wate r ed" (1 Cor. 3 :6). Visit wj th these
brethre n when you p a s s this way. Remem ber th e cause here when coming· before the
thron e of grace .

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA.
Church of Christ m eets at Catalpa Avenue
and Kecoughtan Road. ' Route 60, b e tween
Newp or t News and Hampton, Virginia. Telephone 22037 Newport News.
Addr ess 1124
25th Street, Newport News, Virginia, B. H.
Atkinson; Minister.
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Howard D. Parker, 7910 Rugby Avenue,
Birmingham, Alabam~, October 19: One has
been baptized and one confessed wrongs
an d several h ave been identified with the
77th Stree-t congregation s ince last report.
R. 1{. A.l<ers, 1121 Military Road, Niagara .
Falls, New York, October 20: Thr ee were
baptized l ast Lord's day as we began our
secon.d y ear h ere. We have hop es for a continned good work.
I pr eac hed · in a well
attended and inspiring gospel meetimg with
the Fennel A:ve nue church of Christ, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, September 27 to October 11. I am sc h ed uled to be with the
comparat iv e ly new co ngr egatio n in Petersburg, Indiana, November 1-11.

Hugh ~1. Tiner, Los Angeles, California,
October 22: October 4 through 11, I had the
privilege of working with the 7th and G
congregation in T emple, T exas, in a gospel
m ee ting. This is a fine congregation. Large
audiences were present daily at 7:10 a.m.
a nd 7:30 p.m. Jam es LeFan, regular minist er here, was a fine co - worker in this special effort. Togeth e r w·e talked personally
with many people in T e mple. Th e r e were
e ight respons es-six baptisms, on e restoration, and one by transfer of membership.
~leh•in J. Wise,
4216 Stanhope Avenue, At the conclusion of the meeting interest
Dallas, Texas, October 20: On October 14, I was at a high pitch. Others expressed their
closed a meeting with the church in Cla:rks - plan to· obey the gospel soon. Os lyn White,
ville, T e nnessee. Brother C. W. Brannam is graduate of Pepperdine College, dir ec ted the
zealously at work in Clarksville, building song servic e in a.n excellent mann er.
up a strong church with the support and cooperation of his brethren. Two were baptized during th e m ee ting. I promised to reWANTED
tut:n for another m ee ting in '1957. The Lord
willing, I shall be with th e <Culbertson
Heights church in Oklahoma City in a gos- The church at East Prairie, ~lo. , Is Interested
pel meeting, November 1-8. Brother Avis In buying some good used pews. If you know
C. Wiggins of Le.wisburg, Tennessee, a forof sonte for sale, please contact us nt once.
mer preacher for the Preston Road church
here in Dallas, will do the preaching in our
fall meeting, November 15-22.
DESIGNERS
William F. Lemons, 906 West lOth Street,
North Platte, Nebraska, October 13 :
Th e
worl' on our new building has begun. It
is hoped that we ca n e n c lo se it by bad
weather with the funds we have. It is es timated that the completed building will
cost around $15, 000. We now have $6 071 in
our building fund, with nothing· to substantially increase it in s ight. Our n eed
of a building is great in this hub-city of
Central Nebraska. We have a l so recently
b egun a n ew program on Sunday morning
entitled: "The Voice of the Restoration."
We a re hoping to get enough help fr o m
members over the country to keep this program on th e air.
Send all contributions
to help on the meeting hou s·e to the Church
of Christ, North P latte, Nebraska. All con tributions will be promptly aclmowledged.

MANUFACTURERS
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HERAtD OF TRUTH
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Sermon: Nov. 8: "How The
Bible Was Preserved."

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply ol
fresh, pure, unl eavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and three of the packages tO the large
carton-all carefully seal ed so it will keep
ind efi nitely. Every congregation should h'avf
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
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wANTED a middle aged full time gospel
'Vnyne Hargrove, 5317 South Park BouleR. C. Copelnn<l, Jr., 410 South College Avevard, Houston 21 , Texas, October 20: L ast nu'e, Tahl equah, Ok lahoma, October 24 : The preacher, by the church of Christ of To lar,
For information write church of
Sunday there were nine more responses here church of Christ in T a,hleq uah is on the Texas.
at MacGregor Park congregation: one con - march. It conti nu es to grow in every way. Christ, Tola r, T exas.
f essed fau lts, · three were r es tored and placed New atte ndan ce reco r ds are being set a l memb ership, three oth ers placed member- most 'weekly. This is a friendly church and
Wehlon B. Bennett, 1716-22nd St., Lubship, and a m a n and wife were baptiz ed.
welcomes a ll vis itors who' trave l through bock, T exas, October 22: My family and I
th is old national capitol of the Cherokee landed in New York September 1, aft er
Joe s. IIY<le, Jacltsonville, North Carolina, nation. Personal evangelism is the need of more than four years' work in Germany.
October 18: Our attendance and contribu- t he church today.
Each Christian should we plan to r eturn to Germany on January
tions seem 'to b e incr eas ing each service. lear n how to do personal teaching.
15, 1954. I have preached in m eetings the
One young man who was a Catholic h as
. last f ew we eks at Big Sandy, Texas, and
been baptized into Christ. If you know of
Albert F. Brown, Box 576, Quitman, Texas , J ackso n Avenue; Memphis, Tenn essee. We
anyone in Camp L e june, whether a ·memb er October 24: Our meeting with Brother Oram are now in a gooa me eting with Riverside
of the church or not, please notify me at J. Swinney of Gr eggton, Texas, closed on in Fort Worth ·with fo ur baptisms, five
P. 0. Box 576 and I will be glad to con- October 21st. Brother Swinney did his work r estoratio ns to date.
November 8-22 we
t act them and do what I can to teach them well and his humble spirit gained the l ove s h a ll be in a meeting at Compton, Calif.
the truth. Have a part in this great mis- and admira tion of all. The interest and atsion field where the church is ' almost un - ten!l.ance were good and so me say this is
,John 1\lcCoy, Box 65, Nocona, T exas, Octoltnown, a nd has been n egl ecte d for so long. one of the best meetings in the history of
ber 17: We have just concluded a meeting
the congregation here. There were two bapwith Broth er Jimmy Bays of Wichita, KanReginald Ben,•er, Box 184, Delta, Colorado: tisms and many of the city heard the gossas, a former minister of this congreg'ation,
Th e meetir»g in Alamosa, Colo r ado, in which pel preached. It was a real pleasure to be
doing the preaching.
Two were baptized
I did the preaching was very successful. associated with Brother Swinney in this
an d two placed membership. I h ave preached
,Two were baptised and one confession of meeting. We l oolt forw ard to greater things
in four meetings and directed the singing
faults. Several people h eard th e gospel for for the . Master in this area.
for two others this year. Th e ch urch -in
their f irst time, due to the worl{ of the
Nocona continu es to grow. With a membrethren. Th e work in Delta continues in
James ·n. Record, Box 1465, Crane, T exas, bership of 26,5, we had 285 in Bible classes
a fine way. One was baptized at th e Wed- October 20: After eighteen months' labor
Su nday and us,ed chairs to seat the mornnesday night service l ast week. We meet with the Ellis Homes church, Big Spring,
ing aud ience. Brother Bill Hearn, supported
at 5 p.m. on Sundays for our evening serv- T exas, we moved to Crane on August 1 to
by this congregation has been sent to Huice. This is proving beneficial to us in that work with th·e good congregation of saints
ron, S. D., to preach for the small group
we h ave more visitors and we a lso a r e priv- here. Our s t ay promises to be fruitful and
there .
il eged to visit with other congregations on pleasant, as the brethren have a mind to
the Western Slope. Visit with us, when you work and are l ed by zea.lous bishops. To
Sterl A. Watson, 1284 Morton Avenue, St.
are in this area.
date there hav e been twenty-five to answer
Louis, Missouri, October 23 : I have recently
the invitation, fifteen being added to the
closed meetings with the Garf i eld Heights
church and the rest confessing sins. Eight
church in Indian a polis, Ind. These meetof . these came during the meeting in which
ings were a berf ect pleasure. This is likely
Brother Tom Wallace of Hobbs, N. M., did
the large st congr egation in the ' state. They
the preaching in a fine way. Correspondare in the proces s of building a $75,000 anents, please note my new address.
nex to their present plant.
W. L. Totty
b egan work in Indiana polis about sixteen
years ago, with less than fifty members.
Their aud iences now r ange up to near 500
per Sunday. With a good el dership and a
Seat Them in Comfort co -operative membership; Brother Totty has
Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber
accompl1shed much. This ch ur ch has grow:q
d e spite the heckling of hobbyists and their
soft sympathize r s.
Thi s church does not
use men for l eading parts of the services
who are habitually absent from the Sunday
night and Wednesday night services. This
is a good example for other churches. They
By
h ave a g·ood mission program, and do a
Tirutont
great deal of charity worlc Two were baptized during the m e etings. Four were baptized and two were r e stored here at home,
Rl-3595 DALLAS 2126 Ja c kson
Sunday. Our collection was $;i21.00•.

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.

MEDICAL OPPORTUNITY
New modern equipped hospital, reasonably priced, for sale.
'Wonderful opportunity for ona or two Christian d0ctors. Ideal
location to serve southwest Georgia, southeast Alabama and
north Florida. Two congregations of the Church of Christ worship in the county.
For more details and information, please write

D. M. CARTER

Succe66/uf meeting&
Ar'7 Advertised MGetings
Send for free sample booklet " How to Plan Your Meeting Publicity" and learn
about the special Advertising Edition of the Just A
Moment. Write card today to

D. M. CARTER MANUFACTURING CO.
P. O. BOX 108

BLAKELY, GEORGIA
PHONE 4'761 OR 4'764, BLAKELY
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BBJ A11drews, Brownfi eld, Tex a s , Octob er
20: Here is a report on th e work here a t
Sout·hsid e in Brownfield, T exas. We h a-ve
had t en persons to respond to th e Lord's
invita tion during th e two months I h ave
been with ~he ch u rc h h e r e. One of th ese
was a forme r Cat h o lic · woman who now
knows an d loves the truth.

Charles J, Horton, Route 4, Box 24H, CorGrover C. Ross , P ortales. N ew Mexico, <§cpus Ch ri sti, T exas, October 20: Seven have tober 14: Brother H. P. Coop er of Dinuba,
been a dd ed to the church . here during the Ca lifornia , ass is t ed us in our fa ll m ee ting,
last wee k. L ast week in fulfilling the re- wh ich r es ulte d in two b a ptisms , two restoquest 0f a m an of German a nd Scotch-Irish rati ons, and severa-l r ep lac ing m em be r s h ip .
descent, we drove twenty miles to a l oca - Th e church w as greatly edif ie d from the
t ion on the Nueces riv er w h ere he was bap - fine l esson s that B r oth er Coop er b ro u g ht.
tized. His w ife, born in Poland, was alsO' Since the mee ting on e has been baptize d
" buri ed 'vith him in b a ptis m " on th e sam e and several identifi ed. We h a v e never had
b etter inte r es t during th e eig ht years I h ave
J'. Lonl Riee, 400 E. 3rd St., Casa Grande, occasion.
been assoc iate d with this · church.
Aiizona, October . 19 :
We close d a good
m ee ting here at Casa Grand e yesterday with
'"' · L. Fritts, W inn sbor o, T exas, October
Brother Noi'man Kenne r of Chandler, Ari- 19: We h ave just c losed a very fin e m eet Lawr en ce Huzelit>, 1 509 William Str ee t,
zona, d oing the preaching. Brother K en·ner in g here· in Winnsboro, T exas. C la ud e Rob - Valdosta , Georg ia , October 20: Th e Ce n t r a l
did hi s part we ll an d t h e coopera tion of er tson of Haskell, Ol<la h o ma, did th e preach- Ave nu e church of Va ldost:;t h as sent B r oth er
the congregation was fine.
One was re- ing, and his l esso ns were we ll d e livered, Paul Cantre ll of A tla nta to Dou glas to h elp
sto r ed y esterday morning. It w as my h a·p- an d ju st· as we ll r ece iv ed by a ll who h eard in planting t he New Testa m ent cause in this
PY .privilege t o p r each a t Chandler b oth him. Brother Lum Pres l ey directed the song city. B r oth e r
C a ntre ll b egan his labors
serv ic es . yesterday w h ile Brother Kenner service, an d the sing in g was tin e ind eed .. We the r e on October 1st. TJ;l e church in Douglas
was h ere. It was a n enjoyabl e E!Xp er ie n ce had four to answer th e invitation: two t o is presently m_,.eeting in the American L egio n
fo r me. By the grac;e of . Go d the work in b e baptized and two to be r esto r ed t o . th e ir buildin g on th e Alma Road. • Services a re
first love. Th e ch u rch h e re see m s to h ave held h er e on L ord's day m orn in g and eve the v.all ey conti n ues to p ro sper.
t aken on n ew courage. Th e r e are g r eat d ays ning. The m id- week serv ic es will be . h eld
Thos. ll:i:cDou nltl , Waco, Texas: Beginning a h ead.
in the h omes of the m e mb ers. If yo u know
t h e first of the year, I a m to wo rk with
of mewb ers in or a r o und Do1.1glas , write
F. n. Shei>lter•l, 1732 Keeaumo ku, H on o- Brother Pau l Cantrell, Box 85, D ouglas, Ga.,
the c hurc h a t Lockney, T exas. Th e Eas t
Anoth e r young matron was T elep h on e 960 R. Th ere are still 107 counti es
Waco congregati'on is inte r este d in finding lulu, T. H .:
a goo d m an to b eg in h er e as soo n as I am baptized Lord's day. Beloved, wh.en co min g in Geo r g ia without a si n g l e congrega ti on
gone. Th e memoe r s hip n u mb ers abo ut t wo to Hawaii, contact u s at 1732 Keeaumoku, of the Lord's p eopl e m ee tin g in th e m. May
hundred. Th e church has a . nice building, phone 6-7 952. \:Ve do not wan t yo u to mis s God bl ess our efforts to sprea d the cause of
with new classroom s a dd ed this Y,ear. It a l- wors hi pping with us in Ho n olulu. The P u n - Ch ri st in this · territory. Th e congregation
within
t wo here of a pproximate ly 300 m emb ers is sup so owns a home for the preacher. The elders ahou-Univ ers ity B u s .s tops
a re good c l ean m en, a nd so und in the faith. blocks of the b uil d in g. Work on the first porting fo ur m e n full time in this territory.
In fact I do not kn ow of a more pleasant unit of our fire an d t e rmit e p roo f buildin g
work th an thi s . Ther e are c ongrega tions with to r ep lace the prese n t badly damaged struc a g reater field, but I do not know of a tur e sh ou.lcl b eg in by Janu a r y 1. We still
better g roup to work with than these lack seve ral tho u sa nd dollars of h av ing
brethren. If you are in t e re s ted, send cor- en o u g h to justify l ettin g th e contract. Many
respondence to the e ld ers of East Waco of you S erv ice or Ex-Service persons who
Church of Christ, 301 Hood Stree t, Waco, h ave liv ed on Oaku could rend e r u s a great
Texas, or to W. E. Richard s on, Care of d ea l of ass ista n ce a nd a lso m a ke it eas ier
for others, fo llowing you if you would ·conMiller Produc e, Waco, T exas.
tribu te r eg ul ar ly or occas ion a lly to th e
Central YMCA Auditorium
Harvey
Childress,
1520 E. Minn ehaha. Building Fund and perhaps int ere 9t oth e rs.
19 S. LA SALLE ST.
Pl<wy., Minneapolis 17, Minn eso ta: Yester- Th eo r e ti cally a building should have nothin
g
t
o
do
w
ith
evan
ge
li
s
m.
Prac
tically,
evday I had th e pr ivi lege of once aga in helpBible Classe~, 10:00 A.M.
ing launch a bra nd n ew work in a city in e ry one who h a d h a.d experi ence know s it
Worship, 11:00 A.M. and 2:00P.M.
the Unite d States where the church h as is a tremendous factor in getting people's
been unknown. Knowing a fe w service m en int er es t aro us e d. R egular services h e r e a~
Wednesday Bi.ble Study, 7:30P.M.
wyre station ed a t Duluth, Minn., who had 10 a.m. a nd 7 p.m. on Lord 's d a y s , and at
WORSHIP WITH US
no pla<;!e to wo r ship, my wif e and . I drov e 7:30 on ' W e dn esdays.
up there for th e w eek- e nd and to try to
get them started in · a m ee ting. We. found
Brother a nd Sis ter Melvin Krumrei had
moved there to h e lp with · th e L ord' s w ork ,
S <D w e t eamed with th e m, and go t th e wo rk
go in g. Th e first service was V>eld in th e
Almost 5,000,000 words, 311,000 lines of Biblical
YMCA with fourteen pr esen t, four being
non-memb ers.
Thr ee Christians mad e rjjLCquotations,
and Word References . . . 1,268 · pages
knowledgeme nts fo r negl ec t of duty. DuLiteral translations of original Hebrew and Greek
luth, Minn., a nd Sup erior, Wise., are the
'Twin Ports" at' the head of Lake Superior.
Words. Provides 118,000 references not found in
Over 150,0 00 p eopl e li ve in the t wo cities.
any ·other concordance. Every word arranged in
\ V'e want to make ev ery ef fort to contact
memb ers and 'intereste d peop l e w h o live in
alphabetieal order for quick reference. Every Het h e a r ea. If ypu l<now of a n y, w rite Bro thbrew
and Greek Word printed in the original char, e r M el v in Krumrei, Route 3, Box 440 - B, Duluth, Minn.
acters with pronunciation shown in English _let-

C~icfJgc
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YOUNG'S ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE

ters. All proper and geographical names appear
in alphabetical order 'with description and history.
Fou r featur es instantly available: 1. The .original
Hebrew or Greek of any word. 2. Its literal mea.ning. 3. A correct exegesis. 4. Parallel passages.
For readers everything is made clear. An appendix provides an account
of recent discoveries in Bible Lands. 9 inches wide, 111,4 inches deep,
and 3 inches thick.
comfort, safety, conveni
OVER 10 MILLION IN USE I

..,,
Write today for complete facts!
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901 Broadway N. W:, Grand Rapids 2, Michigan
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Ed Grnnthnm, Marshall, T exas, October
21 : Since o u r last r epor t from the South
vVas hington chu r ch in Marshall , our h earts
have be e n made to r e joice a nd we trust
that God h as been g lor if ied by the r e spo n se at this pl ace . We hav e had a total
of 22 respons es with e ig h t baptisms a nd 14
restorations an d memberships. We have
b een located in Marshall for th e l ast s ix

FOUNDATION
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and on e -h alf months, and this brings th e
Urie T . Poisull, 443 Robin Lane, Mesa,
total of r es pon ses to 44 for this p eriod, with Arizona, October 17 : Last Sunday night we
21 baptism s and 23 restorations and m em - c lo sed a ve r y successfu l m ee ting in which
bersh i ps . This co ngregation is blessed w ith E lbert R. Garretson did the preac hing·. There
good e ld e rs a nd deacons w i th a mind t o were ten add iti ons, s lx by baptism. Two
work . \Vh e re sc ri ptu r al elde r s are selected, m e n, Ray Randall and J ohnn ie King·, who
th e c hu rch cannot h e lp but grow. Both co n- were b apt iz ed by Otis Gatewoo d in th e f ir st
g r ega tions in Marshall are m a king stead y m eet ing h e ld by the M esa c hurch, we r e ingrowth .
stalled as overseers. In add ition to be in g
the first fruits of th e church here, these
m e n h ave a ll the qualif icat ions to
noticeab l e degree.

a

WIDE RIM BREAD PLATE
10 inches in diameter
Highly polished aluminum
bread plate _______ ____ __ $1.86

NARROW RIM BREAD PLATE
8 inches in diameter
Highly polished aluminum
bread plate __ _ ____ __ _ _:"_$1 .66

ALUMINUM OFFERING PLATE

10 inches in diameter
. They have a heavy felt pad; mar oon or green.
Highly polished aluminum
offering plate _________ _ $2.00

The Ideal i
NON-COLLECTING TRAY
11~ tn. Dia., Interlocking, Du•t
Pt·oo!. · Can be stacked eight high
on one base.
Highly polished aluminu.m tray
with 3 fr plain glasses ___ _ $8 .00
Highly polished alUJ;ni!hum tray
with 44 plain glasses_ ___ 8.00
Highly polished aluminum cover for abpve tray __ _ _____ .ll.IJO
Highly polished aluminum
!!tacking balle for above
tray - -------- --------- 1. 70

Olll' Special
SELF-COLLECTlNG OUSBIONJliD
I
TRAY
13 .~ inch Diameter
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 36 plain glasses ____ $10.60
Highly polished aluminum tray
with 44 plain glasses ____ 11.61
Highly polished aluminum cover for above tray___ ___ 11.11
Highly polished alymi~um
stacking base "tor above
tray -------- ------- -- 11.00

'V. lU. Gilbert, Ge n e r a l D e livery, Ol ney, Illin ois, October 20 :
I en j oyed preachi n g
through a very f in e m ee ting of two weeks
w i th F aTmersburg-, Ind., w ith vis i b le results
of one being baptized and two placing mem bership. Th ere wa.<> a basket dinner in the
city park w ith r.n afte rn oon meeting Sep tember 27th wit n an est imated n early 400
people assembled, 31 co n gregations repre s e nted a nd seve r a l preach ing brethr e n pres ent. I beg·an h e re w i th Olney, Ill., the night
of October 12th. Attendance and interest
are good . This is the home of Brothers
L yle A. Berry, El m e r Craig, William Reed,
Luh ter T ol iver and Loya l Hall, a ll good
gospel pr eachers.
I expect to c l ose this
m ee ting the night. of the 25th and th e n be
hom e fo r fo ur d ays w i th my n e xt me e ting
to be with Wauneta, Nebr ., beginning the
first day. of Nove m ber .

Paul s. GrnY, Box 573, Bowie, T exas, October 24: Th e m ee tin g in Ashland, Kentucky, was we ll a tt e nd e d. Coo p e ration of
s urroundi n g congregations was . fin e . One
was baptized a nd his wife restored from th e
C hri stian chu r ch. W. B . Fr ee man serves
this congregation. The last Sunday af ternoon of the m eeting I pr each e<;l to a fine
a udien ce at Linnville, Ohio. Th e m eeting at
Shaw Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio, was a lso
we ll atte nd e d. One was r estored a nd two
placed memb ership. Th e first Sunday o f the
me e ting I spo l' e to the newly-established
congr egation at Ravenna, Oh io. Co nditi on s
l ook favorable for a successful w ork th er-e.
Fi ve h ave placed membership h e re s ince my
last r epor t. T o m orro w even ing I speal' on
the lectur esh ip a t Alvord an d Nov ember 2
I begin a meeting in the n ew meeting house
at Levelland, T exas, to continue through the
11th .

HERE IS HELP-Have you had difficulty
in yo ur study of Revelation? We offer you
t h e r es ult of many years r esearch, condens ed
in to a booklet of 78 pages; the cream of
the scholars in the church.
Short direct
suggestions with Bible referenc es for proof
of accuracy. No specu lation o r im aginary
application of history. Arranged for class
study. Price, 50c ; 10 at 40c; 50 at 35c.
Order from
R. H . Ballowskky

2336 Primrose
Fort Worth , Texas

COMMUNION GLASSES
Plain glass,
·No. 2, 114. inches tall (also 1%
inches tall) per doz. ___ , .-$1.20
Our No. 2 gl!lSS must be used with
wooden trays.
Gold band glasses,
No. 3, 1~ inches tall, per doz, _$1. 86
Al u minum cups, per do zen ........$1.50

CHURCH

PEWS
AJ,UMINUM COVER WITH

:\L\.LTESE. CROSS
(Furnished with Maltese cross,
Greek cross or plain knob).
Engraving on covers (b lock)
_ ______________ 10c per letter
Initials only 25 cents each

Order From

FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas

from

S-K!
WRITE FOR

Information

Church
Furniture Co .• Inc.
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

Jotw. W. Hedge, Representative
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George B . Curtis, Siloam Springs, Arkan- lack of a job, or a place to go. OpportuniH . B. Gist, 636 Steves, San Antonio 10,
Texas, October 19: Four were b ap tiz ed at sas , Octob er 21: It was the purpos e of wife tie s present themselves for good local work
Highland Hills, 303 Burkedale, the past two and me w h en our fam ily was r ear ed for me every littl e while, for which we are ind ee d
About grateful. Holding gospe l meetings has a lLord's days . F a ith, lov e, p eace a nd work i_s to ent er the field of evange li sm.
the tim e we w er e ab l e to begin thi s work, ways b.een m y first 1ove-so much so that
th e order of the day with 'us.
our daughter, Faye, passed away and we sometimes it hurts the l ocal work where
He is n ow a L labor. I want to bring as many of the
A . c. "\C\' ickltnm. Roscoe, Ohio, <;>ctob e r 19: r ea r ed h er only child-a son .
I a m now in a good m eet ing at the Wolf sen ior in hi g h schoo l an d after his graduc lost to Christ as is possible before I must
Cr ee k Church of Christ near M alta. Th e ation it w ill no lo.n ger be necessary for u s lay aside the s word of the Spirit. The an church house is more than one hundred to stay at one place all the time. We plan nual - e ncampment sponso r e d by th e Siloam
years o ld. This is a . sp lend id congregation. to move to ·our ·home at C la rk sv ill e in July Springs ch urch of Christ begins July 4. I
Brother H erbert Bankes is an effi c ient so n g of 1954. At that time we shall have been ·s hall work through that and then be at
l eade r. Good church cooperation in • these with the fine congr egation h e r e for two home at my Clarksvi,lle address. Congrega The church i s at peace an d grow- tions that w hi ch to use me after that d a t e
p arts . Last night I spoke to the largest crowd y ears.
they h ave h a d f6r many years . We have had ing. " ' e Jove th e m and they lov e us. No w ill p l ease contact me. I s h a ll lie ready to ~
a large attendance fi"om the b eginnin g .
· finer g roup of Christians ca n be found. serve a ll-large or smal l. May God's bless Th e Siloam Springs chu r ch has a wonderful ings a nd your prayers go w i t h us into this
future. We are not l eav ing local wo rk for much needed field .
Clarenc;e A. Price, ' ''aco, T exas, October
18: Two placed membership at the morning
service today. Our crowds a r e gcowing by
the we e k. We hop e to have extra seats in
the auditorium soon . Any that may hav e
sons or daughters stat ione d at the J a mes
.Connally Air Base in Waco may contact
(600 Hymns and Gospel Songs, Alphabetically Arranged).
m e a t the above address. We will call on
Fabricated by the Rand McNally Company
them. Thi s congregation is the n earest to
the Base.
A million or more already sold, 5000 churches, and now outselling all previous years.
Available Editions, Present Prices, Terms and Code letters:
Voyd N. Ballard, 408 W es t Marengo Ave(Prices are fhe same in any quantity).
nu e, Shafter, California: On Sep t ember 27,
The following code letters, SN, RNR, or DlX, may be sa-f ely used for mail or wire orders:
I closed my work with the church in WoodSN: Shape notes, blue and gold, No Responsive Readings . .. , .... , ..... $ 1.10 postpaid
ville, Calif. Thi s was th e seco nd time that
I had liv ed a nd labored w ith th ese good
RNR: Round Notes (Stardard imprint), with Responsive Readings .... ... . $1.30
p eople.
My relationship· with them was
DlX: De lu xe Gift and- Pulpit Edition, shape notes only .. . ...... ..... $5.00
pleasa nt, an d remains so. They h ave mad e
_..,All orders, will be filled .from shape-note stock, unless RNR is specified.
arrangements with Brother J ack Fr eeman
to work with them.
he Lord will in g I am
The extra cost for name of church in gold is $10 for each one hundred books or less than hundred.
to return to Woodville for a four nights d e - Single copy, lettered, w ill cost $2 total, postpaid, whether SN or RNR. lettering delays dispatch a week.
bate with M. J. Duncan, Missionary Baptist,
on Nove'inber 30, and running through D e All books are· bound in blue, all are uniform in music content, and all are in the "streamlined" size:
cember 3 of this y ear. I will affirm bap - 5 3,4 by 81/4 by ~a inch thick. All have braided, ravel-proof bookmark, colored headbands, tinted
tis m for the r e mis s ion of s ins the first two edges with matching fly leaves, water-proofed cover cloth (py roxylin treated). All have presentation
night s, and Mr. Duncan will affirm impos- page, and the closing song at the back, "Beyond the Sunset," harmonized for Mixed Quartet by E.l.J.
sibility of a po stasy the last two nights . Th e
. . . OUR WELL-KNOWN TERMS MUST BE CAREFULLY RESPECTED.
debate w ill be conducted in the church building in Woodville and will b egin at e ight
o'clock each evening. On October 4 I began The rule h'as long been "Cash with order, or C.O.D."- for the books and fees. No charge accounts
work with th e chu r ch in Shafter, California. are opened with customer, church or dealer. No bookkeeping, no billing; small margin, no losses.
This seems to be a good sound co n g r ega tion,
under a goo d eld e rship.
My m a ilin g a nd "Dealers" recognized are authorized book stores, and general religious journals; not church bulletins or
home address i s 408 West Marengo Avenue, general stores. Dea lers must send their own printed labe ls, one for each ca~ton of forty books.
Shafter, Calif., a nd my telephone numb er i s
Wrong books sent out, if by our error,' will be exchanged, of course; but write us for instructions first.
9542.

Grrat $ongs of ~hr . <thurch

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
CHURCH ()F CHRIST
800 S. ltlnrks Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAM N. FRYER-Evangellat
ROGER W. HAWLEY-Evnngell•t
Snndny-10:00 A.ltl. and 6:00 P.lll.
Wednesda,--7:30 P.ltl.
Phone:

PResident 4-4736

. WRITE FOR LITERATURE

GRIGGS EOUIPMENT.Clk-:
Belton, Texa'5·'· .~ ·. · ,"

Telegram and Telephone orde rs will be filled, but only C. 0. D., full price. The Chicago office now
handles wire orders, as well as all mail orders, and can be reached (except Saturdays) by telegram, or
by long distance person call, directed to: "Miss Emery, GSP; ESsex 5-5400, Chicago."
_.,SPECIAL NOTICE TO DEALERS: NEW DISCOUNT RATES
Bookstores and journals have sold over half of the million or more books that are out. In the
aggregate, and with but little outlay of space or effort, t hese dea lers have picked up a clear profit
of over a hundred thousand dollars off the book-far more t han the publisher's net, because of the
small margin on which we operate. The cooper~tion of the dealers is deeeply appreciated; and the
publisher regrets the necessity of announcing a cut in the discount rate-from the current allowance of
20c .per copy to 15c, effective at once.
For those dealers who generally pay postage on other book sales, this 15c, postpaid, ma y be
fully as good as 20c would be on the customary procedu're of charging the postage back against
the dealer; and ou.r prepaid method is certainly more convenient. Great Songs Press has always paid
postage ·within the U. S. A. And now, on our price of $1.25 for delivery in Canada and foreign
cou ntries (our only price change), we will attempt to pay the transport costs to any point in the world,
w ithout extra billing. We want to get away from all bill ing.
Infl ation finally forced a choice upon us-whether to raise · the selling price, cheapen the book
mechanically, or reduce the dealer discount. The hymnal has had a very. great year, and 50,000 copies
of the SN edition are now being fabricated-at highest manufacturing cost in our history. (The
Standard made a like number of the RNR edition earlier in the yea r.) We could have raised the price;
but such changes are unwelcome, confusing, and inflat ionary. We could have cheapened the book- invisibly too! But we didn't. Never has the hym nal been fabrica:ed on higher standards than this beautiful ed ition (the 33rd) which is now in tHe work. The only other course was to cut thel discount to
the dealers. We think they understand and w ill continue to cooperate with us, as we shall with them
in every possib le way.
All Direct and Urgent Orders Should Be Telephoned as Above or Addressed:
GREAT SONGS PRESS, 124 W. Monroe St., Room 920, CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS
P.S.: We recently sold a set of SN plates to interested brethren in the deep Southwest with full
rights to produce and distribute their own parallel edition from Abilene, Texas. We wish them
all success in their fie ld.
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TRAINED SINGERS WANTED FOR RADIO-TELEVISION HYMN CHORU.S,
IN CHICAGO
Here is a MOST UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY for lover&_ of Gospel Singing
who can qualify. It is believed that this particular Hymn Chorus, composed of
some of America's foremost Gospel Singers, is destined to become one of the
WORLD'S GREATEST SPONSORED RADIO-TELEVISION PROGRAMS.

[

In a recent article in the Firm Foundation, M. Norvel Young said, "How
about considering Christ in your location? Are you living where you can do the
most good for the kingdom? Have you ever thought of moving to the town or
city or country where you honestly believe you can do more for the church of
the Lord than where you now live?" To those three splendid questions, we say:
If YOU are a FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST with a
WELL-TRAINED VOICE and MUSICAL BACKGROUND; and if you can move
to this city within a reasonable length of time, it will pay you to write us
AT ONCE! Graduates from Christian Colleges who majored in voice, please pay
special attention to this message. Here is YOUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY!
We must have some of the BEST TALENT in the church of Christ for
expanding this FINE CHORUS, which incidentally has no connection with the
church, as such, but rather is sponsored bw a business corporation. Readers who
are not interested personally, can help OTHERS who may qualify (and thus indirectly help the church) by calling their
attention to this unique announcement. We want EVERY man and woman who can meet our qualifications, throughout
the entire brotherhood, to KNOW of this RARE CONNECTION. This includes not only individual singers, but also quartets, trios and other combinations of TRAINED VOICES!
FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT with EXOELLENT PAY and a GREAT FUTURE is assurejl to the TRUE CHRISTIAN men ar.d women who q1aalify f'()r this choral work.

NOTE
We also have openings for others who are not trained singers. However, ALL whom we employ MUST be FAITHFUL members of the church of Christ (no drinkers and preferably no smokers) who have high regard for Christiap
principles in business, -ivith intelligence, ambition and vision . Excellent PAY with a great future!
If YOU are SINCERE, capable of MAKING UP YOUR OWN MIND for ACTION and if you really LOVE THE
CHURCH enough to WORK FOR IT, in addition to YOUR BUSINESS CONNECTION WITH US, then here is a great
CHALLENGE to YOU!

W e have ope:aings for EXECUTIVES, SALES MANAGERS, FIELD R.EPRElSENTATIVES, CLERICAL WORKERS and OTHERS.
In reply (whether you are a singer or a non-singer), please give age, edocation, experience, number in family, :{lame
of c1mroh with which identified and general information about yourself. A small picture will be appreciated.

Address: GOLDEN PLAINS, rNC., P. 0. Box 765, Chicago 96, Hlinois
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World.- ~ide Evangelism
Let Us Enter In
M. N9rvel Young
This issue is devoted to reports from Christians in lands
outside the United States, lands where the gospel is being
preached with the assistance of Christians in this country.
Jesus Christ has not changed his marching orders to his dis,ciples. Those of us who believe so strongly that "he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" must not ignore the verse
just· preceding which commands us to "go ye into all the world,
and 'preach the gospel to the whole creation" (Mark 16:15,
16).
Every Christian is enjoined to devote himself to preaching
Christ as he has opportunity. Some can preach him to those
across the street and some to those across the ocean, but he
must be preached for the gospel is God's power to save.
We are seeking to r estore New Testament Christianity in
its purity. This means we must restore the love for lost
souls, the missionary zeal of primitive Christianity. They went
everywhere preaching the word. They were not smugly selfsatisfied to know the way. of salvation themselves. They were
under a debt to share it with Jew and Gentile alike. So, if
we would go to heaven ourselves, we must devote our time,
our talents, and our money to sharing Christ in all hi~;; simplicity and pQwer with everyone we can reach.
Preachillg the gospel at home and abroad is not an elective.
[t is riot just for certain Christians and certain churches of
Christ to ae concerned with. It is an essential! It is imperative
lf we would· be saved eternally Gurselves. A church that is not
char:acterized by love for lost· souls, that does not seek to the
best of its ability to spread the gospel to every creature, lacks
that much in being a true church of the Lord's. New Testament ChristiaNity is essentially and dynamically evangelistic.
Whenever we fail to obey any of Christ's commands we
suffer the consequences. So when a Christian or a church be~omes self-centered, smugly self-satisfied, and loses its ~eal
[or lost souls it must suffer the consequence~. First of all such
a Christian and such a church will suffer the disapproval of
God and Christ and the Holy Spirit. Secondly, it will suffer
the consequences of its sin of neglect of the great commis:;ion in its spiritual lif~. God meant for us to be so busy seeking

to advance the kingdom, to save those who are out of Christ,
to .Preach the gospel to those who have · never heard it that
we wouldn't have time to be jealous of one another, to gossip,
to be envious, or proud. Once we 'Confine our Christianity to
ourselves, "Me and my wife, my son John and his wift;,, us
four and no more" we can expect to be ripe for envy and
jealousy, discord and even division.
Just as an idle brain is proverbially "the devil's workshop"
so a Christian or a church of Christ which neglects to work
for saving souls is easy prey to all the sins of spiritual pride:
backbiting, covetousness, strife, deceit, Phariseeism, a.nd sectarianism. Christians must obQy the command of Christ to go
preach him to every creature (to the extent of their ability)
· or suffer the consequences of hiding their "talent" in the
I earth.
God will bless Christians and churches who are willing to
sacrifice to carry out his · will. He will punish those who refuse in this respect as well as in any other respect to do his
will. The only safe thing for us to do is to go all out for
preaching Christ to the whole world!
To be more specific, wh_at can one Christian or one church .
do?
1. First, you can become informed as to the opportunities
open today for spreading the kingdom. Some fields are riper
than others and the gospel in some communities will reap
greater harvest than in others. These fields vary in eiifferent
times. God expects the bishops of the local churches to use
their best judgment in deciding where that church can work
most effectively in sending the gospel abroad. Paul said: "For
a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are
many adversaries" (1 Cor. 16:9). There are many such doors
open today. Read the reports in this issue and in the news
sections of such papers as the Firm Foundation, Gospel Ad,vocate, and Christian Chronicle regularly. Keep up with these
matters at least as well as you do with the political and
economic news. Ask God for wisdom in using your talents,
your time, and your money to the best advantage.
2. Secomlly, uS'e your influence to encourage, exhort others
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to catch the vision of the fields which are white unto harvest.
You can do much where you are yourself. You can do more
by exhorting others to work with you in sending the gospel
out. Talk about the advance of the , kingdom. Be enthusiastic
about the marvelous growth of the church in the past 25
years. Look ahead and consider what God can do through his
people in the next 25 years.
·
3. Do not underestimate what God can do through you or
the church where you work and worship; God is as powerful
today as ever. The Holy Spirit can work through the wo:rd,
"the sword of the Spirit," to convert people to Christ that you
would never guess could be conyerted. Too often pastors or
bishops of the church consider only what they . can do or what
the church can do unaided by God. The church is a spiritual
institution. God dwells in each true Christian. One of the greatest mistakes we can make is to underestimate what God can
do through us.
Elders like Brother Otto Foster have borne witness that
they have been constantly amazed· at what a church can do
once it launched out into . the . deep in a program of evangelism

at home and abroad. Br:ethren must be challenged by some
concrete . program of evangelism before they will give to the
limit of their ability. "It actually pays to do mission work"
reports Dr. John G. Young, an elder of the Skillman Church
of Christ in Dallas. He means that the church has more to do
with at home if it follows the Lord's command to preach the
gospel to others.
·
·
4. Never become discouraged. The devil wants to discourage
you. He wants you to think about all the problems you face
as a Christian so that you will not get busy sharing Christ
with others.' If the church waited until everybody was perfect at home before it started preaching abroad it would never
start. One of the best ways to improve spiritually, generosity,
love, faith, devotion to Christ, soundness of doctrine at home
is to get busy sounding the word out to others . .

May this issue be used in God's way to stir up thousands of
Christians and thousands of churches of Christ to redouble
their efforts ~o carry out Christ's marching orders. This is
our prayer as we send it out.

The Cause In The Canal Zone
Reuel Lemmons
There are a few outstanding crossroads of the world. One
of them is the Panama CanaL Zone. Here converge the shipping lanes of the world. Here is squeezed into a bottleneck
fifty miles wide the north-south transportation lines that link
the Americas. The strategic importance of this zone, both from
a military and cultural standpoint can hardly be envisioned.
Because of these attributes, people of the Canal Zone .s peak
of the mighty ports of the world as if they were next-door
whistle stops. And because of this, people from Panama embark for nearly every port every few days. They carry with .
them the impressions and the ideas they gained in Panama..
Some of them have carried the gospel. They were converted
there.
~
Because of its military value, the United States government
maintains a great army of men-Marines, Army, Navy, and
Air Force-in and about the Canal Zone. These men, together with their families, comprise a population averaging
somewhere in the neighborhood of 100,000 souls. They come
from every state in the union. They are exactly what the population of any of our military installations in the states would
be. On leave, they have no place to go; highway facilities are
limited to one fifty-mile road linking the oceans, and another, some fifty miles north into the interior of Panama.
When these people are rotated, they, too, take with them
what they have learned. They may return to the states or
they may go to india, Africa, England, or. Japan. Some of them
have taken the gospel. Many of them have learned the truth
there, and have been baptized.
We have a church in the Canal Zone. In fact, we now have
three congregations in Panama. For several years groups of
brethren have me~ for worship. As military groups were rotated, these bands of brethren moved away. During the ea:rly
years of World War II, the Central church in Cleburne, Texas,
. undertook the task of planting permanently the church in the
Canal Zone. A 99-year lease was obtained from the government on a very beautiful piece of property, located on Balboa
Road, which is the main avenue linking the Canal Zone Panama Qity just across the line in Panama. This six-lane street
,carries a staggering amount .of traffic.
·
' Upon. this property a building valued at about $40,000 was
.. er~ted and paid for. In connection a home for the preacher
·was provj.ded and furnished. The Central church has since
t,hat. time provide~ .part:il!--1 support of a preacher to . work with
. ,.
.,

the chur ch in Waco. The church meets at 0851 Balboa Road.
this group. Later they were joined by the Herring Avenue
In the Atlantic side, a group 'b egan meeting in the American
Leg ion building in Cristobal, and has grown steadily. Brethren from Balboa have lent encouragement and leadership. This
effort, begun by some women, shows promise now of becoming a good strong congregation.
Panama City, outside the Zone in Panama, is a city of
about 1,000,000 people. Being the one large city in the Republic
it dominates the country. The city police of Panama City are
the Public Army of Panama. We. have a small congregation
of native Panamanians meeting in Rio Abijo, a suburb of
Panama City. A young Panamanian is being trained by the
brethren in Balboa, and is doing a commendable job of proclaiming the gospel for his people.
The total membership of these three churches will not at
this time exceed 100 souls. However, with every passing year
the work assumes a more permanent appearance. Because of
the military nature of the situation we will always have a
transient membership, but · gradually we are increasing the
number of permanent personnel employees who are Christians.
These will . be there for years to come.
It is our plan now to try to plant about two more congregations in the Zone, which, together with the t wo we now
have, would make a place of worship 'accessible to all who
are in the Zone. Of course the need for churches outside the
Zone in the Republic of Panama is, as great as it is anywhere
else in the "mission field."
Brother Frank Milton is the present preacher for the Balboa church, and the church address is Box 3003, Balboa, Canal
Zone.
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New Testament Christianity In Belgium
S. F. Timmerman, Jr.
The churches of Christ first penetrated the Belgian frontier in the summer of 1947, when brethren in Holla~d and
Gennany made contacts with interested parties at Pepinster.
From the baptism of a few persons in .that small town, the
church in this country has grown to include three congregations
and plans are under way for the beginning of. still another.
The first of these congregations had its beginning in a
home in Pepinster and has continued to meet, first in homes,
later in rented halls, until the present time. Of the twentyfour who have been baptized in that locality, nine are still
faithful. Services are conducted each week on Lord's day morning and on Tuesday evening . One' of the Belgian brethren in
this assembly is an able helper in any assignment except
the preaching. Two meetings, by Melvin Anderson and S. F.
Timmennan, have been held in . the present meeting hall, located on the main street of town.
The group in Liege, which is the third largest city of Belgium with a population of over half a million, had its start,
like Pepinster, in a private home in 1948. The first public hall
was rented in the beginning of 1950. A total of thirty-three
have been baptized in the Liege area, of whom a large number
have fallen away. Six gospel meetings have been conducted
in that city by Melvin Anderson, S. F. Timmennan and Owen
Aikin. The present meeting place is 14, Blvd. de la Constitution, with a local attendance on Sunday of around 15.
The summer of 1950 saw the debut of the work in Verviers,
Belgium's textile center. A meeting held in a rented hall r esulted in a few baptisms, and regular services were conducted
following this effort. Nine people have obeyed the word since
that time, six of whom are still in regular attendance. These
include some of the most substantial people yet to be reached
in Belgium. It is in Verviers that the churches in Belgium
have their best hall of meeting, a modern ground-floor auditorium with space for a hundred people, baptistry, dressing
rooms and other improvements. This property, as with all other
property used by the churches in Belgium, is rented by the
month on a three-year contract.
The first evangelist to establish. himself for permanent work
in Belgium was S. F. Timmerman, who came to this country
in the fall of 1948. Living first a.t Pepinster, now at Verviers,
he has labored with all three of the churches now in existence,
both in meetings and from week to week. His time is now
given in the main to the work in Verviers and Pepinster.

Donald R. Earwood and his family came to Belgium in the
summer · of 1951, settling temporarily in Lieg.e. They have si.nle
moved to Brussels, the capital and largest city of BelgiUJ!!;
where he plans to start a gospel work in the near future. Heis also continuing his labors with the brethren in Liege for:
the present.
The above workers were joined by the Hilton C. Terry
family in September w 1952. The Terrys chose to spend a
year· in Verviers, learning the language and ways of the pwple before choosing a specific field of labor. They expect to
move soon to Brussels, where Brother Terry will work with
Brother Earwood in that city of a million souls.
·
No report on the work in any country would be complete
without citing some of the problems and needs «onnected with
it. The problems in Belgium are varied, but may be listed
under a f ew general headings: Fir~t of all, the country is bilingual (French and Flemish) and no complete coverage can
be given to the country as a whole until there are those who
can speak effectively in each language. Until now all the work
has been done among the French-speaking population. Again,
the country being predominantly Roman Catholic, the majority are steeped in superstition, are ignorant of the Scriptures
and are wholly indifferent to the plea to restore New Testament Christianity. However, this problem can be overcome to
some extent by sunnounting still another: that ef making the
church known and respected as a pennanent institution in
Belgium. All the brethren now on the field are ~aboring to offset these difficulties.
More workers can head the list of needs in any foreign
work, and Belgium is no exception. A country with Belgium's
heavy population density and strategic location on the European continent should have far more than the three evangelists now working there. Neither should f~thful brethren feel
themselves unqualified or excusd from meeting this challenge.
From this country, through language-- and colonial .t ies, lines
go out to France, Switzerland, Holland, the Belgian Congo and
many other points of the globe. Brethren or churches interested in this field should get in touch either with one of the
brethren now laboring there or one of the churches which support them: Polytechnic in Fort Worth, Hilston Terry; Sparta,
Tennessee, Donald Earwood; or Preston Road in Dallas, S. F.
Timmennan.

Canada
J. C. Bailey
What Is Canada Like?
Many people have asked me just that question when I have
been in the Southern states. One might as well ask a person
what is the United States like. There is a vast difference between the farmer on our Western Plains that grows tens of
thousands of bushels of wheat in 'one year and the fisherman
that lives on the rock-bound coast of Newfoundland. · Both are
cursed with. sin, both need a Savior, but there is a vastly different mental outlook. The plains of Texas, and the people
that live on those plains, are much more like the people of
Saskatchewan than the people of Saskatchewan are like the
people ~ Newfoundland, or the Texan is like the people of
the hills of Arkansas. It is not to say one is better or worse
than the other but simply that their environment has given
them a different outlook on life.
·
. .
Canada: A ,Colony Of Engla~d? ·
.,
Canada is a nation. We make our own laws. We elect our

own government, just as surely as you in your country. Every
man and woman over 21 years of age has the right to vote
at either a provincial election or a federal election unless, indeed, he ·be confined to a penitentiary or an insa~e asylum,
We are one of the nations in the British Commonwealth of Nations but we are in no sense a colony of England. There would
be just as much sense in talking about England being a colony
of Canada as to reverse it.
What Are Canadians Like?
Our country is a new country, our status as a nation is new, '
but we have developed our own way and become among the
nations a mit.io.n. There · are inore members of · the church .in
Fort Worth, Texas, than in all of Canada, yet the church ·is
stronger in Saskatchewan than it is in North Dakota, Montana,
' South Dakota, Wisconsin, or Minnesota, This growth ' has not
come from people moving in. Instead, we have given scores

Page Four

FIRM

FOUNDATION

of members to other provinces a3 well as the United States.
The church is vastly stronger in Ontario tha:ri it is in New
York or any of t~e New England States. '
Canadians are heroically struggling to maintain two small
Ch1istian colleges. Canadians are on t he for eign field and they
have eontributed since the war, thousands of dollars to help
with mission work in various enterprises abroad. Brethren, help
us evangelize Canada, a;nd while you are at it, we shall help
yoll evangelize the world. There has been enough work done
in Canada to show that it is no experiment.
Brother Roper came from Louisiana this spring to Edmonton,
Alberta, and the work is going ahead just' as fast as you
'wguld expect it to go ahead in any northern city in the United
States. Brother Alvin Jennings has succeeded as well in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, as he would have succeeded in a similar
work under similar conditions in your countl:-y. We have one
thing here that should be an incentive to one to come to
Canada. Every church in Canada is in fellowship with every
other church. with one exception. Ketcherside has captured one
church. His forc es are trying to capture another. Brethren
here in the past have said to the hobby riders, "You are
not wanted." A great many of our brethren use one cup but
. we do not say to the others we will not fellowship you because you use more. We have brethren that have Opposed
Ghristian colleges but they have not thought of such a thing
.as saying to the other brethren we will not and cannot fellowship you, Come over and help us, but the cause is too weak to
·bear the foibles of the hobby rider.
The Immensity Of The Task
. ' .Canada i3 larger than the United States including Alaska.
· ¥et in all this.- vast country there are probably not more than
,.sorw.e thirty preachers giving full time to. the work. Most of
these are in a relatively small part of Canada. True, this is
the most densely settled part Gf Canada but 'even here the
number of preachers is wholiy inadequate to the task before
them.
Lopk At The Field
British Columbia is the most western province. There are
several small congregations in this province and a number of
scattered member~ but only one full-time preacher . Even he
work~ part time. In Alberta there are two congregations and
. two or three preachers. There are two other places -where the
' Lord's t able is s pread each Lord's day. There are two members in each place. Saskatchewan h as some twenty-five small
c@ngregations, the largest of which has about eighty members.
There are three or four full-time preachers. Manitoba has
ab~ut sev;en congregations and one or two full-time workers.
Ontario has about the same number of congregations as Saskatchewan but they are larger. A f ew of them exceed the
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one hundred mark. I do not think the number of full-time
workers in Ontario will exceed twen.t y. In Quebec there are
a few members but the light !}as almost gone out and from
there east there are some members but no workers and unless something is done the light will be entirely extinguished
when these few die.
The Picture Is Not Black
The work in this vast country is small, pitifully small, but
growing. Souls are being baptized into Christ, saints are being strengthened, new meeting houses are being erected to ·
give permanency to the work. The churches in Ontario are
working to build up weak congregations and enter new places
in Ontario. Brother James O'Neal is laboring to start the work
in new places in · Northern Ontario. My own brother is at
Kingston, Ontario, in 'an effort to start a new work there.
Winnipeg is looking for full-time workers in that city. Saskatchewan has plans for new work and workers. Alberta has
two men in Edmonton to start and to build up the work in
that fast-growing city. Many in British . Columbia are alert
and anxious.
The word is going out over the air from a number of stations and good results have been obtained in this way.
Two gospel papers are printed in Canada and both have obt ained a good reputation in their effort to preach the word.
If any of the readers of this article would like a copy of
th~se papers you may write to the Canadian: Christian, Box
700, Thorold, Onta1·io, or to the Gospel Herald, Radville, Sask,
Canada, Box 6.
What Can Be Done?
The answer is obvious. The work that is being done in Edmonton should· be multiplied one hundredfold. The we-rk that
is being done in Saskatoon is proof enough of what can be
done. Last year there was a school teacher in British Columbia that was hund reds of miles from the nearefolt' congregation yet he taught the word as opportunity afforded. There
have been f ive baptized. As I type these lines an interesting
meeting is in progress in this community. We need scores of
men such as Brother Earl Severson to take the gospel into
these new places.
Come over and help us. Come with the gospel but leave your
hobbies behind. We are not strong enough to carry an extra
burden.
Brother preacher, that is interested in what is called mission work, you can double your usefulness in Canada for we
shall help you to carry the gospel to regions beyond, even
while our birth pangs are upon us.
Interested in Canada? Write me a letter: J. C. Bailey,
Box 6, Radville, Sask., Canada.
t

'Monte Vide Eu!"
David Marshall Hadwin
In 1520, Ferdinand Magellan and his men were off the southeastern coast of South America when suddenly one of them
Gried out, "Monte vide eu !" or "I see a mountain!" Soon they
disc@vered that they were seeing nothing more than a small
hill that had the deceptive appearance of a mountain; but,
. years later, a city grew . up around that hill and was named
Montevideo.
Today as I venture south from the United States, I do not
see merely a hill nor a mountain. I see a continent! I see a
continent that appelks small and insignificant in the affairs
of men and the world. I see a continent ignored or avoided
in its spiritual needs and exploited of its m aterial goods. I
,walk the streets of its cities and along the paths of the country . . I look i~to the faces of its people. I see hatred and lust,
, lil'ng~r anA ev.e ry s~i; of wickedness-and sadness. Darkness

hangs over the souls of the people, and there is no light.
"Truly," I say to myself, "this is the dark continent."
I look again. I see a continent! I see a continent twice the
size of Eu:r;ope. I see a continent with natural resources so
abundant that it is said that it could support a population of
one billion. The future smiles on South America and hides
herself. Then I ask myself, "Will So'<lth America become the
center of tomorrow's civilization? Will nations arise out of
its earth and direct the affairs of the world of tomorrow?"
There is silence! I find myself surrounded by spiritual darkness! I tremble at tlie thought of this darkness spreading over
the rest of the earth!
I return to the present, and the continent is. stretched out
before me. I see three center3 of population. I learn that about
two-thirds of the 110 million people of South America live
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on the Atlantic side of the continent. I see that most of these
are in the eastern and southern part of Brazil, in Uruguay,
and in Northern Argentina. I see a second center in Chile,
isolated. by the ocean, the desert, and the mounta~ns. To my gaze
a third center appears in the northwest in the midst of the
mountains.
I invite you to come with me as we explore the region of the
northwest. We visit the countries of Vene:~~uela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. We see wars and rumors of wars. Dictators rise and fall. Democracy is mockery. We search for the
salt of the earth. We find a few grains, but they ·were converted in our nation. We find no congregations except for a
small group, a group of American oil workers in Venezuela.
We learn that they are not able to reach the natives. We pass
through the countries. We find ourselves surrounded by Indians and Mestizos. We give them Bibles, but they cannot
read. We preach the gospel story. Persecution towers above
us blotting out the sun. It speaks in Latin. Its robots· reach
'for stones. But we are not there!
We go to Chile. Freedom is in the air. The power of Rome
is bound. We meet one hundred · thousand Protestants. We are
happy at first, and then we are sad. We see the blind leading the blind. We give the people Bibles, and they can read.
We preach the story of Jesus, and they listen. But we are not
there!
On we go to Argentina and Paraguay. Liberty stays behind
in Chile. We look for Rome and find that she is never very
far from us. She is very sick, but she scowls and moves. We
give the people Bibles, and they can read. We preach the
word. Some look over their shoulders at Rome and listen to
us. But we are Rot there!
We enter Brazil. We change from Spanish to Portuguese.
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Again• we smell freedom. We meet a million Protestants, but
most of them are on the ground. They think that . they have
the Holy Spirit. We give them Bibles, but most of them cannot
read. We preach the gospel, and- they listen. But we are not
there!
We come to Uruguay and back to Spanish. We find the ·-:only .
evangelists in South America. My father and I are at home,.
Seven months we have been here. We· are bathed in · freedom.
We look for Rome, bu't she is hard to find. Only ten per cent
of the people bow to her regularly. Thirty per cent bow once
in a . while. She is just a little fellow. We give the people
Bibles and preach. The pe&ple read and listen. We are in a
virgin territory. We must clear the land of obstacles, and · then
we can plant and water. The harvest will begin some day.
God will give the increase. ·
Won't you come down and help spread the light so . that
these people might see? No? Then won't you help to seml
someone else? No? I see dark clouds in the east and the west!;
I see the wrath of Jehovah! I see our )and invaded and our
cities devastated! I see our blessings taken from us! ·I see
ourselves forcibly spread over the face of the earth!
"But that won't happen," I teil ·myself. I see my brethren
awakening frOm a sleep of the past. From a deep sleep they
are awakening. I see a trickle of missionaries becoming a small
stream. I look at the stream and dream of a river. "Unto the
uttermost part of the earth," I hear a voice say. "Surely," I
think to myself, "this is the uttermost part. of the · earth."
"Monte vide eu!" I cry out. "I see ·a 'mo'untain! I see the
mountain of J ehq)vah's house establ1shed on :, the tops of tpe _
mountains! I see it exalted above the· hills! '( see all nations
flowing unto it!"
Casilla de, Con·eo 185, Mo~tevideo, Un:iguay.

The Australian Mission Field
Allan Flaxman
Try to imagine an island about twice the, size of Western
Europe or say equal to the size of the United States and you
will have a fairly accurate idea of the size of Australia. Now
picture a rather modern city built fronting one of the world's
most 'beautiful harbors, with its suburban area extending in a
twenty-mile radius from its main business center-picture its
population of almost two million whites enjoying a semitropical climate and you get a quick mental view of Sydney,
Australia's largest city. It is in the suburbs of this city where
your writer and Colin Smith-co-workers in the Lord's vineyard, live.
And what of the missionary activities in this Australia?
As a mission field of the churches of Christ i.n America, Australia can truly be classed among the "have nots"! In this
vast country we do not have a solitary American missionary.
Mark it now, not one American missionary in the whole of
Australia-a country as large as the whole of the U. S. A.!
And what about native preachers ? There are just two of us,
Colin Smith and myself. No more, just two in the whole of this
island-continent! But that is not the whole stor y. For several
years now Colin has had to supplement his income from the
U. S. with what profits he can scrape from a small business.
What is more, my own arrangements with the Riverside' church
in For t Worth as r egards personal support will be at an end
in just over twelve months! N aturally I must already begin
"to f ace the question, "What then?"
The Australian mission field has no radio program; no orphans' homes ; no Christian colleges; virtually no expense fund;
and no fin ance with which to engage in benevolent wor k!
We are ready to a dmit that progress has been slow in
Australia, but we do not think that it has been slower than
some smaller countries when a true comparison in labor and
money expended are drawn. About thirty-seven baptisms over

the past three years may seem very few to many. Christians
in the U. S . . but I believe when the facts stated above are
thoroughly absorbed that the reason will be as plain as anyone
could want it.
But lack of helpers and lack of funds with which to opel'ate
has not stopped us from doing as much as we could with what
we had, though it has seriously cramped our efforts. For in.;
stance it is logical that we should work from some central
suburb of Sydney, but this we could not afford to do. So we
have had to be satisfied with working in ·a· little town away from·
Sydney, and in Sydney' extreme outer suburbs where operating costs are not so high. As a result of this.'''hole. in. the corner" preaching we are still hardly ' known · at all in Sydney.
In fact it would be no exaggeration at all to say that only a small fraction of one percent of Sydney's two million people ·
even know we exist and that an ever smaller fraction have
any idea what we really stand for!
We have been driven to concentrate much of our efforts on
reaching Sunday school children, and Colin has especially
worked in this direction. Not that we have some crazy notion
that we shouldn't waste time converting children, far from it.
But it must be patent to all that when converts are maae among
children in their early teens that they can be of very little
material or fin ancial help in pushing forward the work of the
Lord. In f act m ost will a dmit that they become, by reason of
their immaturity, added burdens to the missionary rather than
extra ones upon whom he may soon call for some assistance.
Bible 'camps have come to play an important part in the
work here in Australia. Many of the baptisms have taken
pla ce at such camps and other conversions can be traced d'i. r ectly to the lessons t aught in them. Recently Br other Shepherd
of Kurrajong ma de a cabin on his proper ty available to us at
any time for Bible camps. This is really a great step in the
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right direction. Two successful camps have been held there
this year.
•
Long seeing the need for a monthl;y magazine carrying our
plea for restoration of New Testament Christianity in this
country, Alice and I decided to do something about it a year
ago. We soon decided that printing was well beyond our fi.nancial reach, but thought that we might possibly manage a
m~ographed paper. After going into figui'es .we decided we
•eou1d just barely afford a mimeographed monthly if we cut
<Our housekeeping expenses very fine. Thus was born the ResftOi'ation Herald. To produce fifteen hundred copies, 3,000 sheets
Qf paper ha.d to pass through the old rebuilt machine twice,
each sheet had to be folded carefully ~n half and then 1500
middles .. glued to 1500 outsides. This went on for the first six
months but praise the Lord a church in the southern part of
Texas now sends us sufficient money each month to have 1700
of these "Heralds" printed. The little paper has proved its
worth, and if money were available, many times 1700 could
be used each month.
At least two American missionaries are anxious to come
here, but up until this time of writing no church has been
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found to support them. Why not contact me about them? Surely
we need their help!
That the work can grow here we feel quite certain, but we
are equally certain that it will mean facing the f acts with men
and money! The Seventh-Day Adventists are by their own admission an unpopular mo.;ement, but even at that they have
24,000 mem'bers in Australia! Why? Because they have many ·
missionaries, plenty of funds, broadcast over many stations,
have many schools, make wide use of correspondence Bible
courses, and have a number of publishing houses! In other
words, they have faced the facts. They admitted that Australia is not just a· little gTeen atoll in the South Seas, but is
a vast land mass with great cities demanding a pTogram of
activities commensurate with its size and population.
The question that keeps burning in our minds is: "Will the
churches of Christ in America face these facts too, and then
act on them, or will we be left to struggle on unaided, battling
to fulfil the task that is · cryil")g out to be done, till we · fall
exhausted, broken in both health and spirit?"
New South Wales, Am;tralia.

The Church ·of Christ In Tripoli, Libya
Lawrence E. Taylor
Libya is a small country in North Africa joining Egypt. The
natives are Arabs, but there are many Italians since Libya
was once an Italian colony. Tripoli has a population of over
80,000 and is one of the two . capitals of Libya. The Arabs
are almost 100 per cent Moslem and the Italians are mostly
Catholic. There are a few thousand Europeans here and about
15,000 Americans connected with government work.
When I came to Tripoli in September, 1951, there was no
congregation of the church of Christ. The Paul Dil1ards of
San Antonio arrived just before me and were having services
in their home. We got together and soon found three or four
others. In Febr uary, Brother Bynum from Tuscaloosa, Alabama,
came. My wife arrived the last of September about the same
time some other families anived. Our attendance at present
averages close to forty for Sunday morning and about thirty
Sunday night and Wednesday night. Our record attendance is
forty-five. Our contribution averages about $75 .00 each Sunday with a record contribution of $102.00. Fifty dollars a
month was sent to Italian missions for some ti.me.
Now we have a building program planned. At present we
are meeting in the schoolhouse at Wheelus Field, an Air Force
installation. If we can succeed in getting a building in downtovm Tripoli, we believe the congregation will double in a few
months. We have information that there are some forty local
people who desire to attend American services, but since we
meet on the field, these people cannot obtain a pass to enter
the field. There are several members of the church h ere who
do not come or h ave much interest in the work since it appears to be of t emporary nature, not having a permanent building. We should have at least sixty out every Sunday right now .
We do not have a regular preacher. Since all of us here now
are connected with government work, we cannot give full time
to preaching, visiting and general work necessary for growth of
the congTegation. Some of us divide the preaching load between
us and feel we are doing good, but not good enough. We need
a full-time preacher. We have had some visible results. We
have had six baptisms, about eight restorations and several to
pia~ membership. The group as a whole is very enthusiastic
and willing to work. Most all the men are willing to tak~ part
and do the best they can.
This is the only congregation in North Africa, an area reaching from French Morocco to Egypt and the only congregation I know of in a Moslem country. We are in the process of

buying property in Tripoli for a building. Real Estate and
building cost is very reasonable. We feel we can build a sufficient building for $5,000.00. The church has · a great opportunity here.
There are some old Roman ruins, cities that have been excavated recently, along the coast a f ew miles from Tripoli, that
indicate some of the buildings were used by the early Christians. We would like very much to see the church of Christ
firmly established again in this part of the world.
Many of the natives speak English and the language barrier
is not too great. We can get Bibles translated into the Arab
language through a British printing company here. Libya is a
new nation and through aid from the Vnited States, their
· standard of education is becoming higher and their standard
of living is rising. The peopl e are learning new ways and means ·
of living. Now is the best time to teach them about Christ and
his way of life.
Our problems at hand are : (1) We nead a preacher. Brother
Haynie of Milliton, Tennessee, has agreed to come . or send
someone if he is unable to come himself. But at present we
will not be able to . support him fully. We believe we can commit
ourselves for $250.QO per month and within a year possibly
support a preacher entirely; (2) We need a building. As mentioned before, it is difficult to get the local people admission
to the base. We have brought several to the services and all
have· expressed interest. The cost of labor and building materials are such that a building will not be costly. Once we
get our building and get a preacher in the fi eld, we feel that
we can almost be self-supporting within a year. At present we
have about $2,100.00 in our building fund. Most of the people
in the congregation here are from different congregations in
the states. Each of us is writing his home congregation in an
effort to obtain h elp in our building program and in getting
a full-time preacher in Tripoli. Our hope and prayer is that
the people in the states will become aware of the great opportunity the church has in Tripoli and will remember us in
your prayers and hope for the progress of the congregation.
Our "Sve.c ial Edition-Churches At Work" of February 10,
19 53, has been reprinted to supply the great demand of late
ord ers. We now have an overflow of several thousand copies
available. Be sure to write us at once how many copies you
want, if any. Price. 35c in 10 copies or more,
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Nigeria- A Twentieth Century Restoration
I

Howard Horton

~

The first chapter of the Lord' work in Nigeria began to be
written, at least in background, when the Lawr nee Averiue
Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, prepared a correspondence Bible course for servicemen. Through servicemen the course
fell into the hands ·o f people of many different nations. Providentially, about the "mid forties" a native Nigerian policeman,
C. A. 0. Essien, joined the ranks of those taking the course.
Immediately Essien recognized tlie truth of the things he
was learning and he began to teach them to others. Rapidly a
modern restoration got under way. The Echols-Reese reports of
1950 underscored the immensity of this movement. In 1951
Eldred Echols returned to Nigeria for three months to inaugu- '
rate an effort to teach native preachers. About thirty men
went out from his classes to preach the word to their people.
Far-reaching were the results of the short course taught by
Echols. Still the preachers are showing the good effects of his
work.
The second chapter of the Nigerian Restoration also sprang
from the Lawrence Avenue congregation. They decided to assume support for two American families to go to Nigeria to
initiate a more permanent teaching program. The money was
raised and during the last week of November, 1952, the James
E. Johnsons and the Howard Hortons reached Nigeria ·and
entered into the work.
The first six weeks they spent visiting the congregations
established by the native preachers. There were about seventy
congregations in the Calabar Province of southeastern Nigeria
and a few congregations . farther north among the Ibo people.
Fifteen native preachers were working more or less effectively
in teaching the gospel to the people. Mbt of the congregations
were weak spiritually, · numerically and in knowledge. Many
denominational conceptions still influenced their actions and
denominational terminology filled their language. Their conception of the organization of the church was still colored by
their denominational backgrounds.
One supreme factor was present: they desired to speak
wh~re the Bible speaks and to remain silent where it is silent~
They did not always know what the Bible says, but they did
want to know and to do when they learned.
In January, James Johnson and Howard Horton began a series of Bible classes in an effort to help the preachers to a
better knowledge of the gospel. After nearly three months of
study the men went into various villages and began preaching
what they learned. The results of their work were almost immedia~ely felt. Even young men began to convert large numbers from paganism and denominationalism . New congregations
were started almost every week. Now there is at least one
eongregation in each of the six districts of the Calabar province.
A second series of lessons was completed in July, and native
preachers are scattered over an area with a radius of sixty
miles.
Certain needs have become evident and plans are being laid
to meet each need. First: The vastness of this area and the
extent of the restoration effort demands more white families.
It is impossible for two men to reach the congregations often
enough to stabilize them during this infant period. There needs
to be two families in each district of the Calabar province and
at least two families to make some beginnings in "Iboland"
to the north. Many new converts are weakening and returning
to the world and to denominationalism 'because we cannot visit
them often enough for teaching. Nowhere can a congregation
send a man where more exciting prospects for the Lord's
church exist. A man must be supported, and provided with a
house, a car, and transportation to this country. The nature of
the climate and health conditions make it imperative for an
American f amily to have . an inexpensive, yet weatherproof

house.
In answer' to this first great need the Sixth Street church of
Port Arthur, Texas, is sending R. E. Peden, of Vincennes,
Indiana. He arrives October 2, the Lord willing.
Second: There is a need for congregations to support a
group of the more capable and experienced of the native preachers. Thirty dollars .per month will support a mari full time.
These men can be given sermons and teaching help and then
they can carry the gospel very effectively to their pebple.
They can move among the churches preaching in
or threeweek meetings throughout the area. As they teach the gospel
they will strengthen the churches as well as the younger
preachers located at the vario.u s vill~ges. The older preachers
can be taught to teach the congregation to support the younger
men, thus learning a responsibility in supporting · the gospel.
These older men have been preaching at great sacrifice. With
support their work would be enhanced. Several congregations
are undertaking the support of a native preacher.
Third: There must be a more effective teaching program
for preachers. There is not a single congregation in Nigeria
capable of developing leaders. In order to have facilities for
this work it is extremely urgent that money be provided fo!
classrooms and living quarters for the students. It wiU also be
essential to provide enough money for each student to buy
food while he is studying. In this land of extreme poverty
they cannot live away from home without help. Six dollars per
month will feed one of them. If they can be brought out of
their environment, separated completely from their customary
culture and background, we can make more progress in leading them from darkness to light. For $180.00 per month a congregation can feed thirty students as they prepare to preach
the gospel of Christ. We can have some of the brightest young
minds of Nigeria. Already we have seen the work that even a
young man can do among his p ople here. Some means must
be provided to separate young men unto preparation of the
gospel. The Vulte Boulevard church in Nashville, Tennessee,
is inaugurating plans to make a substantial · beginning toward
providing buildings. It will require others to help.
Fourth: Nigeria has , a unique school system. The schools
are largely supported by taxes, government grants and village subscription. They are essentially public schools but they
may be managed by some white person. We have been requested to manage many schools. This involves counseling
with the village committees and making reports to the Provincial Education Office. One man can easily manage twelve schools
and spend every week .e nd preaching. Some preachers are also
high school principals, college teachers and officials, county
superintendents of education, etc., in America. A preacher
with school experience can preach many times a week and also
help these people guide their school efficiently. Then we could
teach the Bible to every pupil every day. Thus we could. reach
several thousand of the future leaders of this awakening country. Elvis Huffard of .Chattanooga, Tennessee, has announced
the desire to come to Nigeria. His travel fund is well begun.
It is his desire to be in Nigeria by November or December. Here
is a tremendous opportunity for an able gospel preacher and
a trained and experienced school man to help carry out the
first three needs more effectively and in addition to undertake
something in the way of a "Bible chair" in the schools.
Fifth: The work in Nigeria demands many, many tracts.
The Nigerians are avid readers and there is a complete vacuum
of true Bible reading. we' need tracts on all topics.
Nigeria is an awakening country. The people ar~ reaching for
the better things. We who are here pray that it will be p'ossible to make the light of God outshine the empty glitter of
worldly gain and vain ambition.
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The Work Of The Church ·In Africa
Guy V. Caskey
Africa! thirty-seven countries, two hundred million people,
f<>ur times the size of the United States. Her people, black,
brown, white, are Mohammedan, Catholic, Protestant, heathen
-predominantly heathen. Neglected continent! The gospel has
been preached in five of these · thirty-seven countries-the
Union of South Africa, Northern and Southern Rhodesias,
Nyasaland and Nigeria. Even here the spread of New Testament Christianity has been extremely limited by a deficiency
of both men and m<Jney. It is heartrending to sit helplessly
by and . see such meretricious systems as Roman Catholicism
establish their attractive and expensive strongholds throughout
this continent. The Seventh-Day Adventists are spending five
million dollars this year in, Africa. Because we have, hold and
preach the truth, with a fraction of this amount and a ,few
more men, the church ef our Lord can be firmly established
in . strategic points ac;:ross this vast continent.
For forty. years our brethren have been working among the
native peoples of the Rhodesias, particularly Northern Rh0desia. Permanent bases have been established at four points:
N am:wianga, · Kabanga, Sin de, and Livingstone, from which our
brethren have gone out to preach the gospel in the native vil.lages round about. In Southern Rhodesia the church has been
planted among the native peoples at. Nhowe, and surrounding
areas, in the eastern districts of the colony and at Bulawayo in
·the west. There is now a church among the white people of
Bulawayo.
In 1950 work was begun among the white people of Johannesburg, in the Union of South Africa. In this rpodern city of a
million people, one European congregation has been established,
two colored churches and a number of native congregations.
The white church has a beautiful new building consisting of
an auditorium (seating 300) and six classrooms. This property
is· worth about $40,000.
At the beginning of 1951, the church was established in
Pretpria, the executive capital of the Union, thirty miles north
of Johannesburg. There are. two good churches <>ne among the
whites and one among the natives. Recently they were fortunate to be able to purchase ideal lots for a new church building on the main thoroughfare through the city and just one
block fr<>m the Union grounds, where stand the magnificent

government buildings. This property cost $36,000. No better location for a place of worship could be found anywhere, and
this property will, doubtless, double in value in a few years.
Seven hundred miles south of Johannesburg, <>n the shores
of the Indian Ocean, the church has been established in the
city of East London. Ninety thousand people live here. There
are also native Christians in 150me of the adjo~ning villages.
Last· month they completed and entered their new church
building. It is well located, attractive and adequate.
Down the coast from East London two hundred miles is the
beautiful city of Port Elizabeth. There are two churches · here,
one among the white people and one among the colored and
natives. They do not, as yet, have their o\vn place of worship.
A thousand miles southwest of Johanne&burg is Cape Town,
a city of a half million people, nestled under towering peaks
in a botanic garden on the shores of Table Bay. There are
three churches among the colored 'people here. There are a few
white Christians, but no work is being done to establish th~
church among the Eur<>peans.
The possibilities and opportunities of these countries · far
exceed our present abilities and resources. In Nyasaland we
have one native preacher working alone and without the money
he needs to do the job W!'lll. Next month another young preacher
whom we have converted and trained will join him in that
field. All of East and Central Africa are untouched. Country
of indescribable beauty1 ideal climate, abundant rainfall and
incalculable potential agricultural and mineral wealth, we
should send men there with the gospel before it falls under
the control of Rome.
A hundred men who love the truth, who are deepiy concerned
about saving the lost and who believe that the responsibility
devolves upon' us to take the gospel to the whole world could
work wonders in Africa. Such men could establish the church
in every country on this continent and with persistence guarantee its strength and permanence. Am.e rica has both men. and
money to accomplish this task without burden or inconvenience.
Does the church there have th!'l interest and love to please God
by sending the glorious light of the gospel to shine in "Darkest Africa"?
J?hannesburg, South Africa.

The Church In Great Britain
Loonard Channing
A report on the church in Great Britain must differ some..:
what from the. reports on the work in other parts of Europe
in that we are not dealing with a new mission field, but with
an area in which the church has been established for well over
one hundred years. Yet it is true to say, that although New
Testament Cl}ristianity made rapid progress in these islands at
the beginning, due to the inroad of digression, that growth was
not only not maintained, but at one time practicarfy ceased
altogether.
Position today. There are thought to be about 180 congrega tions ip the British Isles bearing the name "Church of Christ."
Unfortunately however, at least two-thirds of the churches have
been affected by digression, and are now members of a sectarian
and modernistic body which has grown up among them known
as the "Co-operation <>f Churches of Christ," a body similar
to the Christian church group in the United States. The digression might have been complet~ had it not been for the
work of a small group of loyal and energetic brethren who
some thirty years ago set about the formidable task of what
amounted to restoring the Restoration Movement in Great
Britain.

The position today is that there are in the British Isles just
under 40 churches who are loyal to New Testament truth,
with a total membership of around llOtl. Of these, 20 are in
England, and one in Northern Ireland, having a total membership of approximately 800. The largest churches are Hindley
Lancashire; Summer Lane, Birmingham; and Belfast, Northern
Ireland, each with a membership of over 100. All these churches
are completely independent of any central organization.
In addition to the 40 "loyal" churches in the British Isles
there exists another eigl;lt to ten churcl;tes with a total membership of just over 200, who although they are still nominal
members of the digressive Co-operation group, and in some
cases still allow its preachers to serve them, in all other respects oppose digression and closely associate themselves with
the independent :churches.
Preachers. There are in all, seven full-time preachers working in Britain. This number includes the one who has done
more than any man to stem the tide of digression, Brother
Walter Crosthwaite-who although over eighty years of age is
still active in the work. The area of work is fairly evenly distributed-five are working in England and two in Scotland.
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At least three of the full-time preachers, including the writer,
are now supported by American churches. One is· supported
by the church in Hindley Lancashire, and one by the Scottish
committee.
The "Old Paths Committee," a committee formed by the
loyal brethren in England about thirty years ago in order to
fight digression, at one time supported several full-time men,
but although still in existence now no longer has any preacher
under its control.
Perhaps a word of explana~ion is necessary lest the mention
of "committees" be confusing to the American reader. Among
the "loyal!' brethren there is some difference in view as to
the proper method of supporting and directing the work of
evangelists. Many of the older brethren favor ' at least as an
expedient a district committee system, with a number of smaller
churches pooling their resources and supporting a full-time
worker among them. Man;y of the younger brethren, especially
those in full-time work, believe that this should be the responsibility of individual churches alone. However, in spite of this
both groups work amicably together, looking forward to the
time when· these differences will be resolved.
Publications. Among the "loyal" brethren there are two papers published. The first is the Scripture Standard edited by
Brother Walter Crosthwaite, and published monthly, is mainly
for the b:r:ethren as a news medium among them. The other
paper is Revival published by Brother Leonard Morgan .which
is mainly for outside distribution and takes the form of a
monthly four-page tract. Many are conscious that there is need
for more literature, tracts and books, but the relatively high
cost o:f printing is the difficulty.
Progress. It is very heartening to realize that while the digressives are steadily losing ground, among the loyal churches
there has been slow but very sure progress. The greatest progress has been made among the churches in Lancashire in the
northwest part of England, particularly in the church at Hindley, and also in Northern Ireland in the church at Belfast.
Some progress ha~ been made among the churches in Yorkshire in the northeast part of England, and also in southern
England, including the London area. Progress has ·also been
made in Scotland. Churches have been revived which were almost defunct, as in the case of Peterhead in the northern part
of Scotland.
\
It is also heartening to note that churches have been established in recent years in areas where formerly only digressive
churches existed. Such churches are at Ulverston in North Lan-
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cashire, Eastwood in the Midlands, and Tunbridge Wells in the
south part of England.
But perhaps the most encouraging sign of all is in the fact
that churches have been established in areas which have never
heard the primitive gospel. Such a thing has not been seen over
here for many years. Three churches have been planted in such
areas: at !nee in Lancashire, Hereford in western England,
and at Aylesbury Buckinghamshire, northwest of London. In
the latter case for inst~nce, as far as the writer can trace, there
has not been a church in this area of 100 square miles for
nearly 100 years. Although these churches are small at present they have a good opportunity for growth.
Future Prospects. As to the future of the work fu Britahi
there are both problems and prospects, as perhaps is . common
to all fields of labor. The problems are both within and without the church. Outwardly, the greatest problem is the widespread materialism and spiritual indifference among the British people. This is particularly so in England, where only a
very small percentage of the' people attend a place of worship
with any r egularity. The traditional outlook among the British,
particularly as it affects their religious views, is also a p~ob
lem. It is due to this last fact that the state-supported church
of England is so well entrenched.
Within the church perhaps the greatest need is for the development of properly qualified elders. Although an improvement in this has been .seen, there are still churches which
have been established for many years and are yet without
elders.
As to the future prospects perhaps the most encouraging
sign is that of the new spirit of evangelism which is slowly but
surely rising among the churches. In the past the brethren have
mainly had to look inward and fight the digression in their
midst, but now this pha se is passing and ·the work of saving
souls can go forward. As an indication of this it is noteworthy
that four out of · the seven full-time preachers are working
with newly formed churches. This is as it should be, for not only is there the need for strengthening existing church'e s but
to plant ' new ones. There is no lack of opportunity, for there
are still vast areas of Britain which have never heard the true
gospel.
·Our earnest prayer is that this spirit may grow so that the
church of the Lord in Britain may not only remain faithful,
but may become as numerically strong and as powerful in witness as it is in other fields of labor.
London, England.

VVork In Japan, 1948-1953
Harry Robert Fo.x, Jr.
The past five years have presented the gospel with its greatest opportunity in J apan. That is why it is all the more regrettable that more gospel preachers did not come over. For
the twenty-one workers who did come and serve at one time
or another during this time were not able to reach more than
a small fraction of the millions who might otherwise have been
reached. HoweveF, since this report is not to be concerning
what might have been, the following paragraphs will sketch
some of what actually took place during the past five years.
The chief purpose of each worker has been to preach the gospel and to establish churches. Consequently there have been
numerous gospel meetings held (an avera ge of about. 30 per
summer) and thousands . of baptisms resulting (more than
3000) . Also, 34 new congregations established. Nor has preaching been confined just to summer meetings. Workers have gone
out every Sunday and preached up to as many as five sermons
at as many different places, not to m ention weekday Bible
classes in homes, hospitals, sanatariums, courts, schools, shops
and other places of business. Even as we ride the trains to
our various appointments we usually g et into conversations

with other passengers sitting next to us who want to know
why we are in J apan. This always provides us · with a good
basis for proclaiming Christ.
But since there are so few of us over here we h.ave just
about reached the point where more people have been baptized and more congregations established than can be adequately cared for. So in addition to 11ll of our 1~egular preaching
we have been giving time to t raining selected Japanese to be
preachers, teachers, and leaders in the churches. The first
major effort along this line was b~gun in the spring of 1951
in Omika when a special department was set up in lbaraki
Christian College for the training of evangelists. Classes met
four days a week and every American evangelist taught at
least one course. Courses were .designed to take the students
through the entire Bible, as well as to acquaint them with
church history, public speaking, senrion preparation, debating,
comparative religions (especially the Oriental religions), false
doctrines and how to meet them and Greek.
Now after two and one-half years of this arrangement it
. has been unanimously concluded that a more localized set-up

Page Ten

FIRM

FOUNDATION

would be better. Thus, beginning in September there will be
two training programs in operation in Ibaraki on a congregational basis with several others sure to develop later on. The
Yoyogi-Hachiman congregation in Tokyo has been conducting
such a training program of its own since last winter with
brethren from Yamanashi and Ibaraki assisting in the teaching.
A total of more than 30 Japanese evangelists and would-be
evangelists are at present enrolled in one or the other of these
three training efforts.
Another means being· used to give extra Bible instruction to
-c hurch members and potential leaders is a summer Bible camp
being operated in Yamanashi prefecture by Brethren Ed Brown
and George Gurganus. It was begun last summer and is being
continued this year. It provides 50 young people at a time
with three weeks of healthful camp life on the shores of beautiful Lake Motosu at the foot of Mt. Fuji. Bible and doctrinal
classes are taught every day until noon. with a worship period included. Every other ~ight preaching services are held.
Since a few non-Christians are also allowed to attend the camp,
evangelistic as well as teaching opportunities occur, and each
year several baptisms take place.
Also established for the ·purpose of giving J apa:nese young
people (Christian and non-Christian) extra opportunities of experiencing the meaning of the gospel is Ibaraki Christian College (1949) and High School (1948). Here, too, we not only
have the pleasant responsibility of helping young believers to
grow in their faith but also have many invaluable opportunities to lead unbelievers to faith in Christ. Consequently there
is hardly a week that goes by but that one or more of such
students confess Christ and is baptized.
Just last month, as an example of the unusual opportunities
along this line, I had the happy privilege of baptizing a young
man who had studied Bible under me for two years in the
college. He was the son of a Shinto priest and was himself
a devout Shinto believer when he first came to I. C. C. But
during the course of his studies he gradually became convinced that the truth was to be found only in Christ. So four
,months after graduating he wrote me ·a card saying he was
ready to give up his Shinto faith and accept wholeheartedly
and unreservedly Christ as Lord. Accordingly, on July 21 he
was· buried with Christ in baptism and we saw another victory
for the gospel.
Finally, we are convinced that in order for the many new
ilabies in the churches throughout Japan to grow as they
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should, a great deal of teaching is going to have to be done
through the printed page. Therefore we· are devoting an increasing amount of our time and money to the task of turning
out suitable literature. A very great h elp to us in this respect
was t}Je gift of a printing press made possible by thousands
of dollars contributed by American service personnel meeting
·for worship in Yokohama and Tokyo. The print shop is located
on the property of the Yoyogi-Hachiman church in Tokyo. At
present four monthiy magazines are being published as well
as numerous tracts. A few books are beginning to be published.
Two orphans' homes and one old folk's home have been established by individual Japanese brethren on their own. Yet here,
too, evangelistic opportunities are very great. Nearly · every
one of the old folks (40) in the home have been baptized ~nd
are among the most faithful members of the church near the
home. The same can be said of the orphans as soon as they
reach the age of accountability.
Although we are all painfully aware of th~ little wo.rk which
has been done when compared with the great n~ed in Japan,
we nevertheless thank God for blessing our small efforts so
abundantly. Our main hope is that we will be permitted to
stay on long enough that the churches which have been established so far may become thoroughly grounded and able to
stand on -their own. The most pressing problem is how to get
the present corps of .J apanese evangelists self-supporting. At
present they are all being supported by churches and individu::tls in America because none of the Japanese churches are
strong enough financially to support a preacher. This in turn
is because the overwhelming majority of all church members
are young people who are yet in school or who do not yet have
jobs.
In conclusion we wish especially to express publicly our deep
alppreciation to Brother McMillan and the Union Avenue church
in Memphis for the outstanding service they have rendered
the spread of the gospel in Japan through their ceaseless ef-'
forts to keep you folks in America reminded of the needs
over here. Had it been necessary for those of us on the fi eld
to have taken time out from our· preaching to do that job we
could not have done half of what we have been permitted to
do otherwise. To the many thousands of you who have responded
time and time again to the needs as they have been presented to you we also express our heartfelt thanks.
Ibaraki, Japan.
'

Let's Write To The Missionaries
M. Norvel Young
Chri~tians who have left their homeland for the gospel's
:sake need moral and spiritual support as well as financial.
Some . men on· the field have become discouraged even though
the church which sponsors them sends their checlc each month.
They would like to receive a personal letter from some of the
brethren. A five-cent stamp will send I ounce by ordinary
mail. Fifteen cents will send one-half bounce by air mail.
Too often we are like the man who couldn't understand why
his wife was unhappy. He ,said: "She wants me to t ell her
that I love her. I told her that when I proposed. If I ever
change my mind I will tell her." So, the fact that we send
brethren off to a foreign land with a h appy fellowship meeting
and best wishes does not mean that they do not need our letters. Men i·n service of their country rate mail call above mess
call. So men and women in the service of the Lord look forward to a warm, friendly, personal letter from brethren they
knew here and left awhile. Have you wl"itten lately? Even if
you are a stranger to those on the field, you have read of
their work and you can get acquainted by means of conespondence.
Here are some addresses chosen at random to make this sug-

gestion more practical: Ralph Brashears, P. 0. Box 114, Baguio
City, Philippines; Don Earwood, 228 Rue . Dulaven, Liege, Belgium; George Gurganus, Yoyogi, P. 0. Box 1, Tokyo, Japan;
Maurice Hall, 23 Avenue Carnot, Gagny, S and 0, Francs.
Irene Johnson, Schifferstrasse 53, Frankfurt-Maine, Germany;
Harry Payne, Spruitenboschstrasse 9, Haarlem, Nederlands;
Howard Horton , Ibiaku, Ikot U sen, Ibiono, Itu Nigeria B W A
Africa; Martelle Petty, Box 1861, Pretoria, S. Africa; Carl
Mitchell, Via Iommelli 8, Via Verga 14, Milano, Italy; Otis
Gatewood, Senkenberg Anlage 17, Frankfurt-Main, Germany.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT
WORKERS IN FOREIGN LANDS?
Probably you would. Here is a suggestion as to how to get
to know them quickly. It is a book which contains most of their
pictures, facts about their lives, and their permanent ~ddresses.
You will feel that you really know them after reading about
them in "Preachers of Today." Not only will you have information about them, but also about more than 1200 other gospel preachers. Order yom·· copy from Fir:rn Foundation, Box 77,
Austin 61, Texas. Price $3.50.
·
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.A NEW FIELD-CHURCH FOR THE DEAF
Ben F. Holland

I

Church of Christ for Deaf, 1500 Newton St., Austin, Texas

GOSPEL ffiEETING AT .CHURCH OF . -CHRIST FOR DEAF
TimE:

NOVEmBER 12th THROUGH NOVEmBER 21st.
Brother Gordon Crocker
of Pampa, Texas, and
Brother Don Stone of Amarillo, Texas, will be with
the Church of Christ for
Deaf in Austin, . Texas, in
a meeting from November
12 through November 21.
Brother Crocker, who is
deaf, will preach in the
sign language, and· Brother Stone will interpret the
sermons orally for the benefit of hearing members
and friends.

This is as far as the
writer knows, the first
gospel meeting held in
Texas by a deaf preacher.
We feel most fo-r tunate in
having Brother Stone who
preaches fo r a congregation in Pampa, Texas.
Brother Crocker is a minister to the deaf at the Southside
Church of Christ in Amarillo. He has labored there about a
year, driving a di stance of fifty miles from Pampa to Amarillo every Lor d's day to t each and preach to the deaf there.
Brother Crocker is a graduate of the Texas School for the
Deaf. He obeyed the gospel two years ago and since then
has devoted all of his spare time to a study of the Bible. He
is a well-informed Christian in the Scriptures, and we believe
that he will be a strong influence among the deaf of
Austin.
Brother Stone is an ex-student of Harding College and a
preacher fo1· the congregation in Pampa, Texas. He is a young

..

man of considerable ability, and he is especially interested in preaching· the
gospel to the deaf. He
started learning the -s ign
language in a special class
at Harding College taught
by Brother . Sam Roach.
Brother Roach has recently moved to Detroit, Mich.,
for the purpose of establishing a congregation for
the numerous deaf people
who are working in the
automobile factories there.
This meeting is. being
conducted specifically for
the purpose of reaching the
deaf in Austin, but the
members of this congregation believe that a large
Don Stone
number of hearhig people
in this community will want to attend this unusual type
of meeting. Invitations are extended to all hearing and deaf
who wish to attend.
Services will be held at 1500 Newton Street each evening
at 7:30 P.M. A basket luncheon will be featured on Sunday,
November 15th. Bible classes will begin at 9:30 A.M. and
worship at 10:30 A.M.
Brother Crocker will be available for confe1:ence ea~h day
between 10 and 12:00 noon . He will accept invitations for
conferences in homes at other hours durmg the day. Bi·other
Stone will also be available for conferences and visits. If anyone knows of individuals that either of these brethren mi~ht
visit, you are sincerely requested to notify the writer,
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Churches of Chri&t In The Philippines
Ralph F. Br•a shears
Brother Leland E. O'Neal · and family, sponsored by the Oak
Park Church of Christ, Sacramento, California, came to Zamboanga in Mindanao in October, 1946, and returned to the
States in June, 1950. They did a good work for the church of
Christ during that early period in that area. Brother Floyd
T. Hamilto:J;l and family, sponsored by 17th Street Church of
Christ, San Francisco, California, arrived in the Philippines in
January, 1948, and returned to the States in July, 1951. He is
highly hono1·ed by the Filipino brethren of Mindanao for the
excellent work which he did during. his stay here. They sincerely desire him to return to Mindanao and continue the work
he began. The teaching of the Bible by these brethren in "Zamboanga Bible School" has had a strong influence for good
throughout the whole island of Mindanao.
It is hoped that when Brethren Leland · E. O'Neal and his
Brother Harold, sponsored by Westside Church of Christ, DJ.Incan, Oklahoma, arrive in the Philippines this year that they
will restore the school which has been discontinJed since
Brother Hamilton's health necessitated his leaving.
My wife and I arrived in the Philippines June 21, 1948, sponsored by the Southwest Church of Christ, Los Angeles 44, California. We were destined to begin our work in the largest and
most advanced island of the Philippine Archipelage, Luzon, in
Tayug, Pangasinan.
Brother Roman Oltuveros and his family at Bongabon, Nueva
1
Ecija were the only members of the New Testament church
we know of in Luzon when we a~·ived. We began teaching Bible classes in Luna College and preaching on Sunday, while
living in the home of the president, who is a Methodist. After
one year and six months we moved to our own house, provided by our sponsors, and continued two more years in
Tayug. Churches were established in Tayug, Burgos, Sison,
Pozun-obio, Olongapo, Bongabon, and in Baguio City. Eleventh
Street Church of Christ, Port Arthur, Texas, took over the
sponsorship of the work of Brother Oltuveros in Bongabon in
April, 1949, and it has prospered until there are four struggling congregations in that area now.
While we were in Tayug we began the Philippine Bible
College. This work does not include academic classes but such
classes necessary for training preachers, church leaders, and
workers. It has helped to train sgme excellent young preachers
and workers in the church who will have an important influence in the Philippines for years to come. We have seventyfive students enrolled now and more are planning to enroll next
, term. We moved our school to. Baguio City in July, 1952, where
we are teaching in a rented hall down town. It is now too
small for our increased work.
Also, October, 1951, we began the publishing of New Testament Christianity, the Philippine Christian Monthly, a magazine especially for Philippine churches of Christ. The publication is enthusiastically received by both members· and nonmembers of the church. It has helped to unify and strengthen
the churches throughout the Philippines.
In August, 1952, we began the Bible Book Store in Baguio
for the pur pose of distributing Bibles and Christian literature
in the Philippines. We u sed a small part of our rented hall and
sold in one year $1,035 worth. The ....s tore does not pay f or itself
but it helps to promote the truth more than the 'small cost to
operate it. Students do much of the work.
The work of Brother Victor N. Broa ddus is among the Chinese in Manila . I do not know when he came t'o the Philippines
nor who is sponsoring the work. He is also conducting services
in English in his home for Americans and Filipinos. His address is 47 Lope de Vega, Manila, Philippines.

There are two pressing needs of the churches of Christ in
the Philippines: one is economical and the other is educational.
They are ins~parable. The people are so poor they cannot give
enough to support a minister, or build a place for worship.
Having been accustomed to Catholic and Protestant methods
. , of ,supporting the church they have not yet learned how to
give scripturally very well. But because denominations in the
States are sparing no effort to finance and train their fol1owers here we need help also to teach the truth lest error be
successful and the truth be neglected.
The educational program of the church is equally problematical. The multiplicity of dialects makes it impractical for
Americans to try to preach or teach in the vernacular of the
people. The best we can do is to preach and teach those who
understand English and let them teach their own people in
their native tongues .., The second problem is prin~ing helps or
literature for the common people. Small children and many
adults eam'lot read English and there is no literature' for the
masses of the people. To publish song bopks, Sunday school
books or reference books in one dialect does not help one-third
of the people. To publish books in many dialects is much too
expensive. Most of the people love their native dialects and
have no desire to give them up for a common one. But how
can a church continue and grow without good literature?
The third need of an educational ·program of 'the church is
well-rounded teachinf' Filipinos need much more than a few
doctrinal lessons. The spirit of Christianity needs emphasis as
well as the form . Practical courses, such as music, character
building, teaching, preaching and personal work should be
taught.
Now to say a few words about Bible school or Christian College in Baguio City. Most people know that most churches do
not maintain an education program in the local churches sufficiently to prepare one for adequate leadership in the church.
This is especially true in the Philippines. Perhaps training can
be done easier, better and more economically in a Bible school
or Christian college.
Some of the mission fields have been supplied with sufficient
funds for building Bible schools or Christian colleges. But as
for the Philippines we feel we have been somewhat neglected.
We do not have even an adequate building for worship, much
less land and buildings for a school. The educated people of
the Philippines are able to study in English and a school of
this kind if adequately equipped would be self-supporting, because 'there are no free state colleges fo:J? competition. Also,
with the respect Filipinos have for Americans and American
education, they could have about ' as many students· as they
could accommodate.
Baguio City, located in the mountains of Central Luzon is
cool enough for Ame1icans to · live quite comfortably. The
Baptists and Nazarenes both have begun seminaries in Baguio
since we carne here, but in spite of their own buildings, we have
almost twice as many students as both of them put together.
With the st art we already have we only need a f ew more
good teachers and some buildings and equipment. I want to
appeal to our br ethren in the States who believe in Christian
education to join hands with us t o build a Bible school or a
Christian college in the Philippines.
Finally, brethren, there ar e about eighty churches of Christ
now in the Philippines with an estim ated four thousand member s. We need your pr ayers and backing in order to continue
our pr ogress toward maturity.
P. 0. Box 114, Baguio City, Philippines.
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Restoration In India
P.renshon Kharlukhj
"hunger and thirst after righteousness." In spite of all the
In a nation with a population of over three hundred and fifty
zeal of the existing congregations and individual Christians
million people, tlrere are about six million who claim themtb preach the word in season and out of season, we have very
selves to be Christians. These believers in Christ are identilimited opportunities to widen the borders of the kingdom of
fied with different denominations or sectarian churches.
As far as our information goes there are only a little over
. Christ because each one of us have to labor hard, very hard
indeed, to make both ends meet. Acute poverty on the part of
two hundred Christians of the New Testament faith in the
Christians stands in the way of their supporting even one fullentire Indian nation. Most of these two hundre!l. Christians
time preacher to take the good tidings to such villagers as
meet regularly for worship in four congregations situated in the
there are prospective converts. This has been and will continue
villages with minimum of worldly temptations- generally preto be a retrogressive factor that accounts for our s low progTess
vailjng in the urban areas. There are a few other Christians
to sow the seed on the scattered villa.g e folks in these beautiwho could not get the opportunity to meet regularly for worful hills.
ship-some of them because they live in places far away from
So far as our memory goes, during the past one decade
regular congregations while others being, daily manual laborsince when the restoration m ovement pushed on very vigorousers have to go t ~ rural areas at certain seasons of the year in
ly, there were very few i;nvitatio~s from individuals living at
search of work. It was pa1·tly through the labor of these scatplaces farther from where the congregations are located. Even
tered individual Christians that the pure gospel of Christ was
then, groups of Christians went to proclaim the simple Bible
sometimes made known to some lost souls.
·
t eachings to unwilling and opposing village folks; thereby
Some congregations have digressed f rom some of the simple
one or two souls were added to the church of the Lord. InBible t eachings because of the misinterpretation of the same
stances are not very rare when groups of faithful Christians,
by some preachers of the Christian church or disciples from
men and women, walked between fifteen to twenty miles in
America as well as by some unfaithful native preachers. For
the interior on Sundays-the particular days that Christians
example, unscriptural opposition with regard to church fellowcan spend in his service-entirely free from the thought of maship by immersion, regular partaking of the Lord's Supper,
vocal music in worship as against the use of mechanical music, • teria) need, l}nd yet not one other single soul would be willing
to attend gospel meetings to hear the good news. Nevertheless
congregational autonomy. It is a hopeful sign that a ~oo d many
we were not disappointed. If and when one lost soul living at
· sincere Christians in some congregations have begun to learn
twnty miles' :fioth-path distance desired to know the t111th, we
truth and are considering to be re:;;tored to the apostolic Chrishad not refused to respond to such invitation although it meant
tianity -which we strive to teach and practice.
physical f atigue and much patience on the part of zealous
The Christians of the New Testament faith belong to a hill
Christians.
tribe called the Khasis and live in one of the finest hill secThe fact that the numerous churches of Christ which have
tions in eastern India with mild climate and adorned with
tremendously increased in number both in the Old and New
varied natural scenery. Although a good maJty of the Christians
Worlds and yet were guided as they were by the New Testain India are half illiterate and very poor in material blessment teachings without the neces3ity of missionary societies,
ings, we rejoice at the ,b elief that we h ave the most precious
ecclesiastical bodies, man-made doctrines or confessions of faith
blessing in that we are "called children of God" through obehas silenced the usual argument advanced by denominational
dience to ·the gospel of Christ. As soldiers of Christ we conleaders that the churches of Christ in India will inevitably feel
sider it our bounden duty and responsibility "to contend earthe necessities of all these denominational practices and teachnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the
ings once they grow in size and number.
saints" and to win souls for Christ.
During the past two months there have been inVitations from
Imbued with the zeal to win sinners for Christ, a good many
groups of denominational members from places situated forty
Christians were trained or rather trained themselves for perto fifty miles away to teach them the word more intensively
sonal ministry by practical experience in the fi eld.
in order that they may know their wrong in being sectarian
Preaching of the gospel in this section of India is mostly
and the scriptural way of salvation. To respond to these invicarried on by means of individual contact and house-to-house
visits with interested individuals. Of course at special meetings
t ations to preach the word is beyond our means which is reg~·ettab l e. I mean to say that as · congregations and individuals
a few outsiders might attend. It takes a lot of patience and
we have very limited resources, not enough to send a group
l abor befo re one soul could be convinced to obey the gospel,
and that also those who responded are the ones that r eally
or a couple of preachers to spend a few weeks irt those villages
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where there are :people who sincerly hunger and thirst after
righteousness. There are thousands upon thousands of denominational members, mostly Presbyterians and Roman Catholic,
who, having left their :primitive native religion, sincerely believe they are. safe in these ·denominations which their respective champions claim to be the only true churches on earth.
. The prospects of winning lost souls in the hills of Eastern
India are bright "but the laborers are few." He knows our
limitations, and to him "the Lord of the harvest" we pray "that
he send forth laborers into his harvest."
Owing to various circumstances best known to denominational ecclesiastism, a movement is on for the union of all

denominational churches in India on certai~ common principles
without changing any sectarian teachings. The churches of
Christ, although negligible in size and strength, may become
the object of suppression by denominations. There is a challenge
to the Christians of the New Testament church whether "to
contend for the faith" without yielding an inch. We stand for
unity of all Christians upon one condition and one only: a com• :plete return to the apostolic Christianity with no book but the
Bible (New Testa,ment) without addition of human creeds because, "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction, which is
righteousness: that the man of God may be complete, furnished
completely unto every good work."

A History Of The Work In Austria
Bob Hare
A small band of soldiers stationed in Salzburg, Austria,
were on fire for the Lord and wanted to get a work started
among the :people there. As some of them formerly worshipped
with us here in Munich, they contacted me about their plans.
I really had more than I could handle here in Munich but I
consented to hold them a meeting. So the first gospel meeting
took place from March 3-10 of this year. One of the nicest and
best known places in Salzburg was rented for this purpose.
Advertising was done by radio, mail, newspaper, and billboard.
I went up a few days before the meeting to get everything in
order and on my first Sunday I was invited to preach for a
group of about sixty people. I later found them to be of the
Pent ecostal group. They do ·say that they baptize for the remission of sins but they do so many unscriptural things. I
preached to them concerning some of their unscriptural acts
of worship and have hopes of converting some of them but
their leaders won't listen to reason. Many of these people attended the meeting each night.
Brethren, much to my sorrow I found almost every sect
imaginable already in Austria and many of them own their
places of worship. It is certainly discouraging to know that
these people have more zeal and courage in spreading error
than we do truth. Most of my time was spent in t rying to
answer questions relating to teachings of the different sects
rather than what the Bible teaches. I di~ pr~ach the truth as
revealed in the Bible but they wanted to find out if the teachings and practices of their different sects were in harmony
with the Bible. Many preachers also came to the meeting and
they, too, wanted to talk about certain doctrines and practices
in their different groups. One needs to realize that the majority of these people know very little about -the Bible, as
Salzburg is dominantly Roman Catholic. One of the leading
doctors of theology f1;om the Catholic Seminary visited our
meeting also.
There was an average of fifty-eight each night. This might
seem like a small number to you but to us this means very
much. Brother Miller, a member of the German congregation
in Munich, led the singing in this meeting and has been helping me in the furtherance of this work. Before the meeting we
had no contacts but now we have enough to carry on two Bible
classes and a Sunday morning worship service.
On May 14th we baptized thE1 first three converts. The first,
was a lame man who is :paralyzed from the hips down. He was
a Roman Catholic for many years but withdrew from them
but not without persecution. Later, he was brought under the
influence of the Jehovah Witnesses and became a member of
that sect. As he studied and learned more ·of the truth, he
realized that they were not the.true church'. He listened to other
doctrines of men until we came along with the simple gospel
of Christ and aiter ~everal weeks of studying the Bible with
him in his home, he became a Christian. We had to baptize
him in a bath tub in his home and we have never witnessed a

more sincere conversion.
The other two converts were women. One had been a member
of the Pentecostal group for many years before obeying the
gospel. The other is a refuge out of Czechoslavakia and she
had been a Roman Catholic all her life. All three of these are
sharing their Christianity with others and have brought many ·
contacts to our services.
During the first week of July, six more sou~s were added to
the congregation in Salzburg, thus bringing- the total membership to nine, three of them being men and the other three
women. Fou·r of there are from Jugoslavia, a father and son and
a man and his wife. We had to purchase a Bible in their native
tongue in order to teach them. They do not quite understand
the German language as of yet. The father is one of our best
. members and he is able to carry on the services when we are
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not there. The other two converts were native women of Austria
and both are trying to convert their husbands at the present
time.
Our greatest hindrance in this work is trying to find a decent place in ~hich to meet. Salzburg is an old city and is very
crowded. Very little building is being done and thus it creates
a very· critical housing shortage. We are at the present time
meeting in the dressing room of a bath house. The room is very.
small but in spite of its many disadvantages, it is almost always full. We have our weekly Bible classes and Sunday morning service there. One cannot even rent a beer hall in this town
because of the shortage of space, but ·there is a ray of hope.
We are now trying to raise enough money to purchase a barracks. Our plans are to lease a lot for several years and then
buy the barracks and place it on the lot. Over $600.00 has been
raised thus far but we still need close to $500.00 more. If you
can and will help on this, it will be greatly appreciated.
I would also like to say something about the opportunities
of doing work among the soldiers station ed throughout Austria. They present a wonderful opportunity also. We presently
have an American congregation in Salzburg but there are only
about a dozen in attendance ea ch Sunday. Although they are
small in numbers they are large in spirit and zeal. It was

Page Fifteen

through them that this work was started in Austria. We have
only a hand full of soldiers stationed in Linz and Vienna blft
we hope to start a work in these cities through them. Several
soldiers have been converted already in Austria and the opportunities are very good.
In closing let us not forget that the harvest in Austria is
very ripe but the laborers are very few. Brother Miller ana I
are the only ones laboring in Austria at the present time
and we have so littte time to devote to this work because of
our obligations here in Munich and other near-by cities where
we have already baptized people. Brother Noffsinger, who is a
study
doctor, plans on coming to Linz in October where he
medicine. He would like to find someone to go with him
8.nd start a work in this city. I have already looked the situation over and it is very promising. Brother and Sister Charles
Guttermuth, who just recently graduated from Abilene Chris- '
tian College, are trying to find support so that they can come
and help in this great work. Won't someone help this wonderful couple in coming to this ripe field. God has placed a wonderful opportunity before us but we need to take advantage of
it now. Please pray fo r this work and do everything you can
to help it move forward.
Salsburg, Austria.

will

MEXICO
Ben Cano
Mexico is one of the youngest countries in the gospel of
'Christ, though it is old in a · religion full of traditions and
superstitions and hard in some places to preach the gospel of
Christ.
Without a doubt, we can say that Mexico is being blessed
by God in the last few years. The gospel of Christ has been
preached in this country for the past fifte en years. During
these fi~teen years, 28 congregations have been· established in
spite of problems, such as threats to kill various preachers.
Often some have had to leave their dwelling.
Each of. these congregations average from 25 to 40 members, except the Juarez, Chihuahua congregation which is composed of 65 a,c tive members. Most of these congregations · are
carrying on a program to t rain young men to preach and do
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personal work.
In the city of Torreon there is a small preachers' training
school that was organized by some of the American and Latin
brethren for the purpose of educating twelve young boys at a
time.
This school has already yielded one preacher from those that
are being prepared for the ministry. He is already a full time
worker in the field. And many more will leave the classrooms
at due time for the white fields in this pagan country. With
the small efforts of our brethren, Pedro R. Rivas who is the
teacher ther·e and a well qualified man for the job and others, are doing all they can for the advancement of such a great
and glorious work. Nevertheless, their efforts are not sufficient to supply preachers for every congregation in the whole
country. So as we said before, every congregation is doing
its best to develop youn g preachers and preachers for the cause
of Christ.
The Mexican field has approximately 23 preacherE5 engaged
in the Master's work in eight states and they cover 28 different
towns where they preach the gospel of Christ.
Some of these boys will suffer persecutions as we already
know they will, but they will be willing to give their lives for
Christ when they become aware of the responsibility that has
been placed upon their shoulders.;Brother Ernesto Reyes (one of the young preachers) was
shot at in a small · town (Vicente Guerrero, Durango), by a
fanatic Catholic .when they were having services.
Though
the man missed him and ran away, the city authority did riot
pay much attention to the plea for justice and protection of
our brethren there.
Several of the brethren in Calera, Zacatecas have been stoned
many times by the mob of people which has all the time been
instructed by the priest of that place.
'

Others have been killed just because they confess Christ as
their Saviour and many others run out of town for the same
cause. Can they do any thing else to us? They can ;kill the
qod but not the soul. ' In spite of . prejudice, ,i gnorance and
superstition the gospel of Christ is being preached. Would
you be willing to have a part in the glorious work ? Please
let us
know.
I
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7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE-

THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE
Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Libra·ry
in ONE Volume

.

EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.O., PH. D.

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY:
Eva-nge list Horace \V. Busby sa.y s:
"Of the
tnany Bibl e s 'Vith s p ec ia l helps (I have at l east
s ix), which I h a ve used and thoroughly exa m.ined,
the Tl1ird Improve d Edition of Tho1nps on's New
C hain R e f e r e n ce Bible is w ithout doubt the most
h e lpful.
Beca use of its Nuinerical~Chain Reference Syste in it really stimula t e s Bi ble study , and
i t s h elps are more exha ustive than thos e in other
Bibl es." J. N. Armstrong, ~I. A ., J"L. D., President Emeritus, Ha.rdin~ College, says:
"It is a
great tin1 e -saver a nd it is a n inspira tion to deep
spiritual knowl edge of the Word of God." Don H .
Morris, M. A., Abilene Christian College, sa,y s:
' ji have bee n using the New Chain R e fere nce
Bible for sev e ral months, and I find it one of the
most convenie nt and time -saving aids to the study
of God's Word that I have ever found.
I would
noi: w a nt tQ be without a copy Of this edition of
the Bible at a ll." James F. Cox, 111. A., ·Abilene
Clnlstian College, says: "The New Chain Refer -

en ce Bible is a tim e -save r and a ve rit a bl e Inin e
of information. It ma k es Bibl e study much 1nore
inte resting a nd successful. IJ C. R. Nichol, LL. D.,
Minister, Church Of Christ, Setninole, Oklallt')ma,
says : "I have eXamin e d tli.e latest editio n o f the
Cha in Reference B i ble c a refully and unh esitating ly pronounce it th e m ost conve niently arr a n g'ed
refe renc e Bi b le I have eve r seen. The helps and
general arran g em e nt of this Bib le are such that in
my opinion it des e rv e s a pl ace iil every h om e
throughout the la nd." Evangelist W. A. Bentley
says: "I consider t-i1e New• Cha in Refer e nce Bible
the best, most compl e t e, usea ble, and practical
Bible on th e marl(e t tod a y.
It is a library of
Bible inforn1a tion, a gold min e of spJritual truth.
It inspires study and is a grea t time-saver.
It
makes the Bible easy a nd delightful to both young
a nd old. As a Bibl e stude nt y ou cannot afford to
be without a copy of this wonderful book at any
price."

Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles- Has So Many More New Helps!
l. Unlque chart showing Origin and Growth of the EngU.h ..
Bible.
w
2. The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing BibIleal History with Contemporary Secular History.
3. The Analysis of the Bible as a Whole.
4. The Analysis of eaeh of the 66 Books of the Bible.
5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament.
6. The Analysisofthe Verses oftheentlreBib!e.
7. TheN umerica Iand Chain Reference Systems.
8. Special Analysis of t.he Important Bible Characters.
9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments.
10. The Topical Treasury. New Topjcs for Prayer Meet.
hgs, Men's Meetings, Women's Meetings, Missionary Meet.
~gs. Young People's Meetings, etc.
11. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and public services. New and different subjects.
12. Bible Harmonics of the Lives of Moses and Paul.
13. Special Portraits of Jesus.
14. Chart of the Messianic Stars.
15. Chart showing cause of the Babylonian Captivity.
16. Chart of the Temple of Truth; Illustrating the Sermon on the Mount.
17. Chart of Jesus' Hours on the Cross.
18. The Christian Workers' Outfit. Ofspeclal value to soul

you to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of
Life with the Bible verses printed out In full under such subjec~ as Faith-Unbelief, Love-Hatred, Courage-Fear, etc.
33, Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devotional Life, The Surrendered Life, etc.
34. Bible Stories for Children. A U.t of 56 stories to he
read from the Bible Itself.
35. Miracloo of both the Old and New Testaments listed
Sn Chronological Order.
~6. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of file New
Testament, listing those given In One Gospel Only; those
given in Two, and those given In Three.
37. Titles arul Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God
the Father; and o.f Satan.
38. General Bible Prophecies.
39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible.
40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given ln:Chronologieal Order.
41. List ofthe Notable Women of the Bible.
42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the
Scenes of Great Events.
•
43. Dictionary Material.
44. TablesofTime,Money, WelghtsandMea:sures.

Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition
19. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the
45. The Historical Bridge, covering Interval between the
l'atrlarcbs, Leaders In Early Heorew History, Courageous
Old and New Testaments.
'Reformers, etc., with mean ina: of their names given.
46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles.
20. Golden Chapters of the Bible.
47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different
21. A Complete Genera I Index of over seven thousand
Gospels where events are given.
topics, names and places.
48. Calendar of the Christian Era.
22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the
49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, illusBible.
trated with well-known pain£1ngs.
23. Chart Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law.
50. Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by
24. Graph of the Prodiga ISon.
John.
25. Bible Mnemonics, or bow to memorize.
51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary
26. The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study.
Work of the Early Church.
27. Pictoria!IIlustration of the River of Inspiration.
52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment,
28. Bible Markings, Explaining beat methods.of marking
arranged Chronologleally, with principal verses printed out
cme's Bible.
in full.
29. Concordanca.
53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with Index for quickly locat.
to Various Histqrical Points.
ingplaces.
~ ' 54. Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple
Other Features In Text Cyclopedia
at Jerusalem.
,
31. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures
55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jourprinted out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul. and the Journeys of the Children
times as many as in any other Bible.
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are sepsrate maps,
32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables
mind you-not several crowded together on one psge.
~ners.
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W. M. DAVIS
The Christian Life
I read a sermon in somebody's book entitled, "Christians
Should Be Christians." The .subject suggests a good thought,
but it implies
contradiction of ideas. It implies that some
Christians are not Christians, but there is no such thing as a
Christian not being a Christian. One may assume the name
"Christian" without being one in fact, but he is a hypocrite
instead of a Christian. All church members are not Christians.
Some of them are baeksliders. A Christian is one who follows Christ. Backsliders and hypocrites do not follow Christ.
The New Testament shows men how to become Christians, and how to live the Christian life. There is not a human
creed in the world that shows any one how to be a Christian.
All that these creeds do is to show men how to not be
Chri's tians, but how to be sectarians.
On this subject two questions are important. First, what
does the Bible eommand men to do in order to be Christians?
Second, what does the Bible say Christians did? A New Testament example has the force of a commandment. Men were
commanded to repent and be baptized to become Christians
(Acts 2:38} . This law has not been repealed. Then it is said
-of those who obeyed these commandments, "And they continued steadfastly in t~e apostles' doctrine and in fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). The
plan of the Christian life is simple-expressed in plain words
that ordinary people 1can understand.
There are many church members who know their duty,
but fail to do it. When they are exhorted by the brethren, they
make excuse's. They usually point to someone else who is not

a

doing his duty. It is not wise for one to make a spiritual
failure purposely because someone else has failed inadvertently.
The greatest failure that anyone can make is to fail to be saved
in eternity.
The Other Side of Death
The greatest . incentive to the Christiap. life is ete.rnal life.
I am persuaded that the happiest life we can live on earth is
the Christian life. Any pleasure that one may gain by worldliness is only for a season. Earthly enjoyment is not offered as
a reward of the Christian life. Paul says, "If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable" (1 Cor. 15:19).
Christians need a deeper conviction concerning eternal life.
Apparently some are reluctant to relinquish their hold on the
pleasures of earth, lest eternal life should fail to give them
all that they have desired. They cannot sing, "I surrender all"
from the bottom of their hearts. Such a doubt will cause them
to be weak in devotion.
The confidence of Paul is inspiring. He said, "For I am in
a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and to be with,
Christ, which is far better. Nevertheless to abid~ in the 1flesh
is more needful for you" (Phil. 1:23, 24). Not many have as
• their exclusive aspiration for continuing to live simply that
they may serve the Lord. Someone wrote a song for doubters,
using these words:
"Could we but make those doubts remove, those doubts that
are so high."
We will get along better when we remove them.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

The Church In Germany After Six Years
Otis Gatewood
The progress of the work of the Lord in Germany during
the first six . years has far exceeded the fondest expectations
of those of us who first came to Germany in 1947. We had
hoped then by concentrated effort of a number of evangelists
working in one place, within five or ten years to get one congregation fairly well established, and to train a few native evangelists to preach the gospel. We expected to find the Germans
stubborn and hard to convert and very much bound by the
traditions of their state religions. We thought perhaps it would
be necessary to wait until we had trained the children of .a
new generation before we could say that the church was firmly
established in Germany.
There are no elders in any of the congregations yet and
none are self-supporting, but there are now in Germany, 29
congregations and 23 native German men who are givin~ full

time to the work of the Lord. Thirteen of these men are already giving full time to preaching. They are: Dieter Fritschie,
Lujian ]3oetcher, Rudi Walzebuch, Fred Casmir, Dieter Alten,
Gunther Rochstroh, Klaus Goebb'els, Reiner Kallus, Hans Nowak, Rene Cheneaux Repond, Otto Miller, Ludwig Hoepfel, and
Dieter Goebel. Ten of the twenty-three are giving full time
to studying and preaching. Six are studying in Frankfurt and
four are in Christian colleges in America. Those in Frankfurt
are: Alfred Lenger, Albert Kniest, Franz Mueller, Paul Ziegert,
Adi Schenk, Franz Sunderman. Those in America are: Edgar
Knoobel, H enrich Blum, Kurt Blum, and Gottfried Reichel.
Twelve of the twenty-nine congregations speak English and
are composed mostly of American soldiers, but nevertheless
they are a very vital paJ;t of 'the work in Germany. In fact, six
of the seventeen German-speaking congre'gations were estab-
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lished by American soldiers who first started their worship in
English. Five of the German evangelists are being supported
by the English-speaking congregations, and several thousand
dollars have been contributed by American soldiers to erect
buildings or to provide places of worship.
Was Relief Work A Mistake?
We are all conscious of the fact that the success of a work
in a mission field cannot be judged by the number of congregations established or by the number baptized, because
young congregati~ns and young Christians can die very easily
if they are not given proper nourishment and personal attention. Many of those who have been baptized in Germany are no
longer coming to church . regularly. More people have been
baptized in Frankfurt and more therefore have b een lost to
the church here than in any other place. Over a thousand people have been. baptized in Frankfurt alone and . only about
three hundred and fifty of those can be described as faithful
members of the church. That appears to be a very bad record.
Some have thought that the large number have quit coming due
to the fact that we now do very little or no relief work. Some
therefore try to say that we made a great mistake in doing
any relief work at all. Some mi-stakes were naturally made,
· but if I ever went to another war-torn: country to preach the
gospel and found people dying from hunger and cold because
of a lack of clothing, I would recommend that . Christian people arise again in the strength of the Lord to do what they
could to help. The Bible says that pure religion and undefiled
before God the Father is to visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction and to k eep one's self unspotted from the
world (Jas. 2:27). There " 'ere many widows and orphans in
affliction in Germany when we first came here in 1947. Christian people in America through those of us who were preaching the gospel in Germany did what they could to relieve that
affliction and in my estimation a good work was done. In addition to the good we did to help those in need, other good
things have resulted. The church of Christ is now looked upon
as a church that not only preaches but also does. We are highly
respected by the Frankfurt city officials and the mayor of the
city (who has· written excellent letters of recommendations to
• mayors and city officials of other cities where we have begun
work), and as a result of what we did for the poor of Frankfmt the building of the West End congregation in Frankfurt
is in one of the best locations of the city.
•
"They Went Everywhere Preaching The Word"
The f act that we have lost practically two-t hirds of those
baptized in Frankfurt is proof that the church is far f rom being definitely established when a large number of people ·h ave
been baptized. But why did we lose them? Partly due to the
reduction of relief work, but· not entirely. In my estimation this
is not even the major reason. At the t ime the large number
of people were baptized in Frankfurt seventeen full -time workers were engaged in a concentrated effort to preach the gospel
in this · city. Th.e success with which we met in baptizing this
large number of people is proof that the method of concentration was good. When we were all working together I have seen
as many as eight and nine hundred people per night under a
tent listening. to the preaching of the gospel of Christ. How-
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ever, soon friends and relatives of members of the church in
Frankfurt began asking for us .to come to other cities to p reach
the gospel. This spread the gospel in other cities but it weakened
our efforts. in Franlq:urt. Many evangelists gave their time and
attention to other cities and in the long run it will prove a
blessing to the spread of the gospel in Germany as a who le, but
temporarily it has meant a setback for the work in Frankfurt.
At the .present t ime there are only five American evangelists
in Frankfurt. They are : Keith Coleman, Howard Schug, Roy
V. Palmer, Hugh Mingle, Otis Gatewood and their wives. Three
women : Irene Johnson, Georgia Carver, and Kathryn Patton
are engaged full time in children's classes and personal work.
it was impossible for the reduced personnel to give personal
. attention and the "teaching that is necessary to hold a large
number of newly-baptized converts. We need not only to baptize people but also tG' be with them daily 1 Acts 5:42, in teaching them all things (Matt. 28:20).
Self-Supporting C0111.gregations Developing .
However, even though many in F rankfurt have been lost to
the faith, those who have remained are a good nucleus around
which well-established congregations can be built. Since the
congregations here in Frankfurt are older than in most other
places in Germany they are more fully developed than in some .
of the newer places. Several of the congregations have already
adopted budgets, the men of the congregations meet each month
and we urge them to take on as much responsibility as possible. One of the congregations in Frankfurt has a budget of
approximately two hundred dollars per month. Our purpose in
Germany is not to establish missions which will be indefinitely
dep endent on American money and American evangelists. Our
aim is to develop the churches and Christians here to such an
extent that the German churches and Christians can shoulder
the responsibility of taking the gospel to all of their nation.
Until the church' is that far developed we cannot say that the
church of the Lo r d has been fully and firmly established in
Germany.
One might presume that with the rich background of Christian influ~nce Germany has had it would be rather simple to
develop the members of the chmich rather rapidly when they
are once convert ed and baptized. In some respects the job is
easy. For example, seldom do we find a German man wh o is
not willing to lead a public prayer or to help in any of the
public services in which we ask him to serve. However, herein
li es one of our great est dangers. Many who are willing to
serve often take on more responsibility than they are capable
of handling. When t h ey meet with disappointments they are
easily discouraged, and become so .disillusioned as to quit the
church. We have lost some good men in the church in Germany
because we have placed too much responsibility on them too
quickly. The exhortation to lay hands suddenly on no man
can well be h eeded in Germany.
The Future Germany Prese1~s Even Greater Challenges
After six years we are still convinced that Germany presents one of the best opportunities that we now have to preach
the gospel of Christ. Germany is still settling into a "new way
of life being greatly influenced by America. In spite of some
mistakes that have been made by our government, Americans
are still highly respected in Germany. This givei5 an American
evangelist a great opportunity. When we first came here it was
hard for us to understand some of their customs and to speak
the German language. But we now know the customs and the
language problem has been greatly overcome. For a while many'
Germans felt that the church of Christ was not here to staythat the church would leave wh en the American Army left.
But the fact that we have built p erman ent buildings in several of the Cities is proof that we are h ere to stay. There is
therefore, now, more stability to our work. The largest building with a seating capacity of approximately seven hundred
h as been erected in Frankfurt. Approximately five hundred people every Sunday use the building in addition to the use that
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is made of it in a daily Bible t eaching program. The building
is open fro m seven o'clock of mornings unt il 11 :00 p .m. at
nights, and I do not know of a church buildirrg in the brotherh ood that is used more than this one here in Frankfurt. Here
evar.tgelists, elders, personal workers, Sunday school teachers,
and song leaders are given daily instruction in the Bible. Ten
of the thirteen German evangelists were trained here in Frankfurt. It would indeed be an inspiration for some of you brethren to hear some of them preach the word of God. One of th.e m, ·
Klaus Goebbels, is now h olding a meeting in the Westend congregation in Frankfurt. I have n ever h eard the gospel preach ed
more firmly and yet more kindly than he is now preaching it.
Over one hundred non-members of the church h ave been present every night to h ear him preach. Not many church es have
a ch ance to preach to t hat many people who are not Christ ians in gospel meetings.
Classes For Children P la.y An Important Role
We b elieve the future of the church depends on the coming
gen eration. For t h at reason every opportunity p ossible is
taken to teach children the' word of God. In practically every
congregation in Gern1any you will find that a large number
of childr en are being taught. Irene J ohnson, Betty Roemer, and
Georgia Carver are giving much of t h eir t ime to these children and to training German young ladies to teach t h ese children. L arge numbers of young married couples who were reared
under the Nazi influence are now struggling hard to make a
comeback. In many instances both father and mother work.
They, t h erefore, seek to. find a place where they can leave
their children during the day. A goodly number are already
being k ept in our building at Senckenberg Anlage and are being taught the word of the Lord daily. Twice a year approxi mately one thousand different children stay in our building
during the Frankfurt International Fairs while their parents
attend the Fair. We have a chance of teaching them the Bible
and making contact with many of their parents in this way.
More than eight thousand people visited our building during
the last two fairs .
·
We found after several summers of experience that most of
our children in our Sunday school classes went away into the
mountains during the summer. Most went to a Lutheran or
Catholic camp. We tried to have vacation Bible schools but they
were not successful due to the fact that all the children were
gon e to the mountains. This last su~mer we took all the children in our •classes to our own camp in the mountains and f~r
six weeks we taught them the Bible daily. We have therefore
solved thi~ problem and found a wonderful opportunity to
teach the word of God.
Tent Meetings, Correspondence Courses, Tracts
And Literat ure
•
When V'{e first came to Gern1any we found that tent meetings attracted many people who would not come inside of a
building t o h ear the gosp el of Christ. This summer, two t ents
have been constantly in use and the success of all the meetings h as proved that this is still a very successfu l medium of
p reaching t he gosp el. In every meeting t h at is held, cards are
always available f or any who wish to give t h eir n ames and
addresses t o receive the corresp ondence Bible course offered
by Broth er Diet er Alten of Mannheim or to receive our monthly
paper N eu estestament liches Christen tum . T hese are sent to any
who wish them w ithout cost. T he Gern1an p eople ar e still
r eady' to r ead almost anything they can get t h eir h ands on and
we are t r ying to t ak e advantage of this while t h e opportunit y·
i s available. One of the great est needs now in Germ any is to
g et as m any of the books of our brethren t ranslat ed into German a s soon a s 19ossible. If this w ere done it would be a great
medium of stren gthening a nd firmly establishing those who
are yet young and weak in the f aith. One of . the first books
we wish to print is the "Church of Christ" by Phillips. The
book is already t r anslated and ready for print. If anyone would
·b e interested in helping t0 print this valuable book into Gern1an

we would be glad to hear from them. Recently Brother Leon ard
'Vorgan f rom England visited o.ur· third annu al E ur opean lectureship. After returning- home he wrote, "Now looking back
on my visit the most vivid impression I retain is one whlch
I became aware of during one of the services in t he large auditorium. As I listened to the singing I thou ght, 'The church has.
come to Germany to stay.' I believe thls. My impression is not:
of a struggling mission, but of an est ablish ed cause, which.
only needs food and exercise to make !t grow and expand~
With no desire to flatter I feel that a wonderful work is being done in Germany and the deep prayer of my heart is that
the L ord may cpntinue to bless your efforts. I f eel, t oo, that I
can only say, 'This is the Lord's doing and it is marvelous in
our eyes.' " We are thankful to Broth er W organ for these w or ds.
We only wish that more of you br.e thren in America wh o
have helped get the work of the Lord started in Germ any could!
also visit h ere an d see· what you h ave h elped t o a ccomplish.
We believe you too would be happy. J t costs only a little over
$300.00 to make a round trip from New York t o Germany. Why
don't more of you brethren visit u s h ere n ext summer? W e
would be delighted to have you .
Frankfurt a .m ., Germany.

Five Years In Italy With The Gospel
J . R. Chisholm
January 14, 1953, marked the beginning of t h e present ,effort
to establish the church of the Lord within the borders o f .- an
Italy that has been h eld under the control of a domineering
Catholic church for many hundreds of years. The claim of t h e
Catholic c'hu rch is. that 99 per cent of the people are memb.ers
of that chm:ch, but strange to say less than 25 per cent . are
faithful and m any who had been faithful are now skeptics and
some are openly atheistic.
While the Catholic church cannot hold the hearts of the p~o
ple with their doctrine, it is able thtough political and economic means to exert such pressure that the majority of the
people are afraid to embrace any other religion. Protestant
bodies have existed in Italy for more than a hundred years,
yet they have made little progress.
We were not ignorant of the difficulties to be f aced in carrying the gospel into this land but it was in confidence of tbe
Lord's power and with his words, "Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature" ringing in their ears,
that faithful gospel preachers have dared to enter Italy and
to proclaim , the gospel.
·
The priests of Rome have played upon the superstitious
fears of t h e Italian people to create hatred against gospel
preachers and Italian Christians. Riots have been staged that
resulted in bodily h arm to some of them. Loss of h omes and
jobs is not uncommon. The police have been called u pon t o
forcibly close meeting houses and keep the people f rom worshipping God. Fines and jail sentences h ave b een imposed
upon some who dared to preach the gospel. Under su ch a deluge
of trials t he faith of some. has f altered and f ailed. On t he other
h and t h ese trials have built and strength ened oth ers, wh o,
having p assed . throug}J. their Gethsem ane, stand as the van guard of tried and true soldiers of the cross.
Here is what has been done :
1. 600 f aithful Christian s in Italy.
2. 20 or more congregat ions meeting .
3. 11 Am erican preachers in Italy~
4. ;16 Italian preachers in the work.
5. 8 student preachers.
6. 3 chur ch buildin gs, an other to be purchased.
7. A school f or preachers in Milan.
8. Correspondence course i n Bible.
9. Tracts and Testaments given by the thousand.
10. A weekly radio program.
11. An orphanage for boys.
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Churches are established in some of the larger cities of
Italy: Rome; M;ilan, Florence, Leghorn, Padova, Catanzaro, and
· Messina in $icily. The preachers in the Milan area do the
teaching in a school for preachers in their building. Eight
e;r more, students have had one year or more of training. $40.00
per-month will supply food and clothing for a student. Tuition
.Tis free. The church in Rome offers a correspondence course in
lru.ble that has been placed in the hands of hundreds and h as
...converted many.
.
Fourteen Italian preachers a:re fully supported in their work
·by churches of America. Two or three others need support.
:Five of these preachers are former priests of the Catholic
..church. Four are from the other denominations.
'Three church buildings that will seat nearly 250 persons are
u.wned hr Rom~, Milan, and Velletri. All have classroom facilities. Another is to be purchased in Padova shortly. These
buildings are valued at more than $100,000. ·
A weekly radio program was begun ·over station Monte Carlo
during ·the month of June that covers the entire country of
Italy. B~other Ralph Gr;ham prepares the lessons ~vhich a1:e
delivered by Broth~r Sparagna.
~
At Frascati, 15 miles below Rome, Villa Speran~a, a home
for boys is operated under the oversight of the Crescent Hill
Church of Christ, Brownfield, Texas, with Brother Carl H ecker
.as superintendent. Thirty-one boys are enjoying Christian love
and care because Christians of America and other lands have
Christ-tendered hearts and provide the fellowship necessary.
This home and equipment cost $60,000.
These are among the t hings that have . been accomplished
through the past five year s. This is but the beginning. Now
27 preaehers of the gospel labor there and more than 600
faithful men and women are the results of their labors. The
things that God has done through his servants in Italy should
be the means of lifting our hearts high as we look toward the
future.
American Preachers in Italy:
Melvin Pownall, Harold Paden, . John Butts, Gerald Faden,
L. V. Pfeifer, C. R. Paden, Carl Hecker, Carl Mitchell, Howard
Bybee, Bernard Howell, and Wyndal Hudson with their families.

The Work In Scotland
Andrew Gardiner
I. Historical
Scotland has a religious history of controversy and division.
In the main the Church of Scotland ·(Presbyterian) has held
sway since 1560 when the reformed church was made the national religion. However various questions of expediency have
divided the people, and disrupted the unity of the national
church. Various movements pleading for, reform appeared in
tlle eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, while among the Scotch
Baptists may be found traces of ; n effort to restore some
aspests of the Lord's church.
Among early preachers of the Restoration Movement the
names of G. C. Reid, T. H. Milner, and C. Abercrombie figure
prominently, and during the latter half of the nineteenth century churches were built up in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Central
Scotland, Fife, and the North East. Brother James Anderson,
a faithful gospel preacher and debater cohtributed greatly to
the strength of the church in Scotland, and many other brethren
have labored faithfully in the gospel.
II. Digression
Imiovations came to Scotland more slowly than to England
and America. The' 'Canny' disposition of the Scottish' people
has helped to keep the churches from being completely overwhelmed. Great havoc has been wrought, however, and especially in the great cities, many of the churches have adopted
digressive methods.
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III. Remnant
About seventee:!"l or eighteen congregations have made a definite break with Digression. There are many other brethren
who sympathize with the stand that has been taken. The
membership of these congregations is about 600. They are
widely scattered over the country,· and about t en have their ·
own meeting-houses. Brother W. Crosthwaite has made a
great fight against the innovations, and has played a great
part in saving these congregations.
IV. Present Position
1. The churches are small and widely scattered. This
is difficult for the brethren to get together in numbers for
fellowship and encouragement, and also for speakers to visit
them. However it is profitable in this that at present we have
small bridgeheads scattered all over Scotland, from which the
gospel of Christ can be carried to the whole country.
2. Support for the preaching of the Word. It is very difficult for small congregations who have large buildings to maintain to find support for preachers. This is reflected in the fact
that at present only Brother David Dougal and the writer are
devoting their full time to gospel work. However there are a
number of loyal and faithful men, who while they are engaged
in secular· occup ~tions are devoting · much time to the Lord's
work. These brethren constitute the real strength of the
Restoration Movement in Scotland today, and our hope for the
future of the work. They make great sacrifice of time, effort,
and money to assist weak churches, and to preach the gospel
of Christ.
V. Future Prospects
1. Our first plan is to save and confirm , all the churches
that we have at present as far as this is possible. Brother D.
Dougal is doing a wonderful work in this r espect, visiting
many of the churches and faithfully teaching the Word of God
to the brethren. ·
2. While we save what churches we have, we must train
leaders for the future. We need workers who are prepared
to support themselves while devoting much time to the Lord's
work, and we a lso need to train many brethren to go out to
preach the" word all over the land. Many young brethren have
asked for training in thi-s way and we are planning to conduct
classes for these brethren.
3. While we concentrate our efforts on confirming the
churches and training leaders for the future, we must at the
same time press the work of evangelization. Thi9 falls into
three categories.
(a) Great eentres of popula tion. 'In Edinburgh and Glasgow there are two small groups who are striving to establish
strong New Testament churches· in these cihies. Glasgow is a
city of one million inhabitants, and yet there are fewer than
thir~y members in the only congregation in the city which does
not use i.nstrumental music in the services. The writer is to
spend some time working with this church during the winter
of 1953-54. Our first need is for . a suitable meeting-place in
a residential part of the city. At present the church meets
in an old store in the slum section of the city. Edinburgh is
a city of just over a half million in population. Here there
are five brethren struggling to try to build up a church on
the Lord's pattern. They too are hampered by an unsuitable
meeting-place in a difficult area of the city.
These two cities
are real centres of digression. In both the digressives have
wrought great havoc, and it seems that both could use faith. ful ogospel preachers to devote all their time to evangelizing
in the various parts of these great centres of population.
(b) Rural Distr icts. Here ther_e are more pleasing aspects
of the problem of carrying the gospel to the lost. Brother D.
Dougal is doing good work with the various little churches
that are scattered throughout the mining areas of central
Scotland. He is helped by many able brethren who are devoting much of their leisure time to the preaching of the Word
while working to support themselves and their families. The
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writer has spent some time with churches in rural areas, but
still much more needs to be done.
(c) New Causes. There are many areas in Scotland where
at one time f lourishing churches existed, but now are no more.
Also there are many towns where the gospel has not yet been
preached in its purity and simplicity. Steeped in the traditions
of Presbyterianism these areas present a very difficult field
in which to work. Surely they present a great challenge to
those of us who are members of the New Testament church.
In contrast to these places are the new towns. In Scotland
a great new housing program is being carried out by the g?vernment. This has built up huge new areas including some
new towns, and also new subur):>S to the older towns. People
moving into these areas have broken with many of the ties of
the old life. .This presents to us a great opportunity to preach
the gospel in what are really pioneering conditions. Plans are
in hand to launch a new work in one of these areas.
The church in Scotland has over the years given many leaders to the cause in other lands. Brethren leaving the 'Old
Country' and going out to seek fortunes in lands beyond the
seas, have carried with them the principles of the Restoration
Movement. This has greatly weakened the church in this country. As a result of this and of the great fight against digression, the church in 'scotland is weak, imd greatly in need of
help and encouragement. Further information about the 'Work
in Scotland' may be received from: Brother D. Dougal, Seaview Cottage, Wallacestone, Near Polmoht, Stirlingshire, Scotland, or from the writer of this article.
29 Beech ·Avenue, Thornton, Fife, Scotland.

The Crossroads Of The Pacific
F. B. Sl\_epherd
The Hawaiian Islands are actually an archipelago sprawling
for more than one thousand miles across the North Pacific.
In the main -group there are seven islands with a .total population approximating half a million. The land area is about
6,500 square miles. The straight line .distance between the
outmost .islands is 300 miles. There is excellent boat and plane
s.e rvice between these islands.
This archipelago is appropriately named the "Paradise of
the Pacific." Here is climate perhaps not duplicated in any
other part of the globe. The highest temperature recorded
in Honolulu, on Oahu, is 88 degrees. The lowest 58. The
average in August is 75. However, you can find snow and enjoy skiing on the top of some mountain peaks on the ot~er
islands. The average r:j.infall in Honolulu, the capital of the
Territory, is 30 inches. At one spot on Mount · Maiahole (the
wettest spot in the world) on the island of Kauai, the average
rainfall is more than 600 inches. Less than 20 miles away it
is fewer than 20 inches.
However, the Hawaii we Christians 1 should be partioularly
interested in is that part which has to do with the activities
of the household of the faith, and the spreading of the. gospel
of the Christ. It is doubtful if there is another spot in the
world of comparative area where the population is as cosmopolitan. Of the approximately half a million listed in the official census of 1950 there are 189,000 Japanese; 13,000 are Chinese; 32,000 Filipinos; 13,000 pure Hawaiian; 77,000 part HaW;liian; 10,000 Puerto Rican; 7,000 Korean; 70,000 Caucasian.
Added to these figures there are of course a score or more
• thousand men in the Armed Forces, principally on Oahu. What
a challenge this is to those who are advocates o~ th~ "New
Testament Gospel"; the "Unadulterated Gospel"; the "Restoration of churches after thr New Testament prototype."
Here you rub shoulders every day with followers of Buddha,
Confucius, Joseph Smith, Mary Ba·k er Eddy, Pope Pius XII,
Shintoism, the Tahnuds, Christianity. For the size of the
Territory and number of citizens there are f ew, if any, other
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places in the world where devotees of so many sects, "isms,"
and religions can be found together. This fact offers a tremendous challe11ge to the members of the church Christ buift:
and embued with the Christlike desire to "Teach a ll Nations.'"
If it is variety and experience in religious activity one is seek-ing he can find it in the fewest number of minutes and t he·
smallest amount of travelling right here at the "Crossroads."'
The church of our Lord ha,s been in the islands at least forty
years. We have one brother still attending worship occasionally who has been here that long. Brother J. M. f'1:cCaleb
preached in 1Ionolulu several times on his early journeys to
and from Japan. This single congregation is located in Honolulu, on Oahu, the most densely populated and best-known of
the entire archipelago. There are 328,219 persons on this
604 square miles. 228,562 live in this capitol city. Oahu is
the site of Pearl, Harbor, where on Decem ber 7, 1941, practically the whole of our Pacific Fleet was sunk in the sneak
attack of the Japanese. The battlewagon Arizona still remains on the bottom of the harbor, with part of her superstructure rising above the water. She has been sealed to form ·
the tomb of the eleven hundred sailors and marines who perished when she was bombed and sunk. Adjoining P-earl Harbor'
is Hickam Field, s.t ill showing some of the scars made by ·ma- .
chine gun fire when the bulk of our planes were destroyed
before they could leave the ground.
At the other side of Oahu is famed Waikiki >vith its beach,
Surf-riding, Out-rigger · canoeing, and a sco1;e of other attractions pr ovided for tourists and residents alike. Thousands
of tourists come and go twelve months in the year. They
bask in the sunshine and swim in the blue Pacific. For sheer
be~uty there are no hottlls that surpass the Royal Hawaiian.
The floral decorations, which are changed ever y' day, are a year
round "Flo·•1er Show,"' gorgeous in their colors, and almost ·
breath-taking in the variety and anangements.
The growth of the church has been very slow and quite checkered. There is little to be told about its existence until the
early twenties when Brother J. H. P ennell came and worked
'with the few for approximately one year. Later Brother Max
Langpaap, when he was refused permission by the ·British
to enter the Union Of South Africa after the first world war
for ,the preaching of the gospel in its pristine .purity, elected
to spend a while in Hawaii. He stayed only a. few months.
No permanent place of worship was acquired during those
years.
During 1942, when the numher of men in the Armed Forces
coming to the island began to increase there .g rew up a demand
for a permanent plac of worship. Brother Osby Weaver came
about that time. Under his capable leadership, and with the
hearty cooperatio;; of the service personnel, the present place of
worship was purchased in the autun1n of 1944 at a cost of
$35,000. Most of the money was contributed by the members of
the church who were members of the Armed Forces. Some contributions were sent from the Mainland by interested persons.
This building was a beautiful old mansion. It is located at 1732
Keeaumoku, in a nice residential section. A section where there
are also a dozen other places of worship representing at least
three entirely .different systems of religion; e.g., Buddha,
Shinto, Christian. This building has been remodeled several
times but has gradually deteriorated until something must be
done immediately to counteract and replace the damage that
has been done by time and termites. Plans are being drawn
right now for a new, fireproof and termite-proof :m1eeting
house to replace the present structure. The city authorities
will not allow any further remodelling under any circumstances.
The present plans call for a building to be erected in three
units to gradually replace what we have now. With the completion of the third stage the present frame building will be
entirely eliminated. At present there is in the treasury suffi cient money to fin ance about half of the estimated cost of
unit one.
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While work in Honolulu really cannot be known by the designation "Foreign Missions" it is indeed an "outpost" for . the
spreading of the gospel throughout the Pacific area. Through
here and out from here, members of the church go west until
f!&ey find themselves . in the "Far East." Men will be "serving
~the 'ta"ole" in Honolulu one Lord's day and engaged in a similar
-capacity in Japan the next. Eighty-five percent of the congrega-tion is made up of persons just that transient. These men and
·their families are with u s a few days; a few months; in rare
•<cases, several years. In many cases the families of the men
•onlly are here. The husbands and fathers are on the high
~as , or in the air, between the Mainland, Alaska, the Far
"East, and ·other places connected with the far flung lines of the
United States Pacific Command.
The •"local" people are Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, Portu. guese, Koreans, and Caucasians (Haoles) migrated from the
Mainland. But they comprise one happy and united family, all
living and worshipping together in the happiest of Christian
fellowship and mutual love. It .is thrilling to be a part of a congregation where there is practically illustrated the New Testa ment idea of: "Neither Jew nor Greek, bond or fre e, male and
female; circumc1smn, uncircumc1s10n, barbarian, Scythian,
bondsman, freeman; but Christ is all, and in all."
Like everywhere else people live and the gospel is preached
there is a need here for expansion of our activities. Brother
Ben Guillermo, a Filipino, but born on the island and thus a native of Hawaii, graduate of Abilene Christian College, is working now towar:d beginning another congregation at the other
end of the island. This will be slow and difficult but I believe
Ben is fully capable of making a success if given time and encouragement. At present the Tenth and Francis Streets church
in Oklahoma City is supporting him financially. Then there is
the "Big Island"-Hawaii. So far as we know there is only one
person who is simply a Christian over there. We certainly
should have a worker in Hil<>, the principa'l town. One or two
attempts have been made to get a congregation tarted in Hilo,
but there seems not to have been m an or money to carry on
until completion of the effort. We have some plans readying
to send several families to Hawaii 11o become a nucleus. The
peculiar need of the cause \n these islands is for men of age,
experience, and Bible knowledge who can fill the office of the
bishop. Our entire membership is made up of young people.
Most of them are young in years, the remainder, young .in the
church. Here is a wonderful land in which to establish a home
and at the same time stali>ilize the church.

WHY DID YOU QUIT SMOKING AND WASN'T IT

•

AWFULLY HARD 'l'O QUIT?
David E. Parker
This question has been asked this writer many times. People who know that I had used cigarettes for many (18) years
have asked this question and are seemingly surprised at my
answers.
I have never stated nor can I so state that I believe the
use of tobacco will send a soul to h ell. I have read many
articles on "smoking " or "use of tobacco" and h ave never
found the arguments to be very forceful. Arguments such as
",tobacco destroys the body (the fleshly)" are too weak to
use. Many other things we daily use also do this harm such
as; over-eating; coffee; losing sleep when unnecessary, etc.
"It is unnecessary and costly." This argument is also weak
in the fact that we look over other things that are also costly
and unnecessary such as; sadas; tea; coffee; candy; ball games;
more conveniences in the home ; ice cream, and many other
things.
I did not quit smoking because of these things or arguments
but because of deeper reasons that to ·me are much more
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forceful. I can not say that I have enjoyed better health
since I quit smoking. I have found no difference in the way
I feel physically. The following reasons are the "why" I quit
smoking.
" . . . but be thou 'an example to the believers, in word, in
conversation,- in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 Tim.
4:12) . I have yet to find a father who desires his children
to take up the habit of smoking if he i s a smoker. · I have
never met a preacher that wants the young folks of the church
to follow his example "in smokingf' if he is a smoker (and
there are quite a f ew) . Doesn't this' thought seem odd "in connection with what Paul told Timothy to do in way of being
an example? Should those "examples" smoke and then teach,
others it is b est not to do so? Rather they ought . to be
ashamed. Is a smoker preacher (elder or deacon) an example
of purity? For myself I do not think so.
" . . . to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient
to their husbands, that the word of God be not blaspheme<l''
(Titus ·2:5) . I contend that if an aged woman smokes she is
unfit to teach ,t he younger woman to be "chaste" and "good."
A smoking woman is no picture of the one Paul had in mind
I am sure. Then can the preacher who smokes be an encouragement to this teaching _and an example to these?
"In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; . ." (1 Tim. 2 :9).
Teach the women the full meaning of this and continue to be
an example to them and I dare say you will see what I mean
when i say "why I quit smoking." These women are to be
in like manner also to the men mentioned abov~ in the 8th
verse. If it is a bad example for women to smoke it is also
bad for th'e man and more so for those· in the lead, for they
are the stewards. "Moreover it is required in stewards, that
a rrian be found faithful." I believe he means faithful in things
also, in any manner that we can be faithful.
There are so many things that I find weak- and wrong in
my lif_7 while trying to be an example, it behooves me to try
to purify my life of as many of them as I possibly can. I
could ove1'come the habit of smoking so I desired to do so
that I might have greater infiuence on the flock, to which I
must be an example if I desire to preach the gospel of Christ.
These are only a few of the reasons and arguments I give for
my quitting "tobacco."
Wasn't It Ha·rd For You To Quit?
The gnawing, cravin g for tobacco never bothered me. The
habit of taking something out of my pocket and putting it in
my mouth did. I satisfied .t his nervousness with tooth-picks
and match stems. After a few weeks this h abit left me .
Sure I gained some weight but as soon as I became accustomed to it the excess weight soon left me and I returned to
my average weight.
This advice I would give to those who would like to quit the
habit of smoking. You must first have a desire to quit and
have good reason for quitting. The will must be set before
you will succeed. There is no need to "try to quit." Those
who try to quit n ever get the job done for to begin with they
are "wondering if they can quit." Pa1.1l has said "I can do
all things through Christ who streo:tgtheneth me." Make up
the mind that you want to quit fir.st, keep in mind the reason
for quitting, pray to the Father for strength and you can be
the master of J this habit. You must believe that you are the
master of this body before you can overcome this or other
habits that should be broken.
If there is a strong desire to ·crave tobacco, inhale two or
three deep ·breaths (as though you were trying to burst the
lungs) . This will stop the cravin g , which-is really in the mind.
If this inspires others and helps anyone then the purpose
has been accomplished and I am glad. Give ·thanks to God.
513 Walnut Street, ·T eague, Texas.
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M. Norvel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
ETER~A L

CERTAINTIES AMIDST UNCERTAINTIES

George Sokolsky wrote a column on "The Lost Generation"
in which he emphasized the uncertainties of our times and
pointed to Whittaker Chambers as an example of the unst able
youth who turned to Communism during the 1930's. Recently we
have been r eading of other Americans who were converted to
Communism while they were prisoners in North Korea. This
· leads us to stress the certainties of life amidst its uncertainties. ~
The Bible teaches us that many things are uncertain. Men
are changeable. "Put not your trust in princes, nor in the
sons of man, in whom there is no help" (Psalm 146). Wealth
is uncertain. Jesus said: 'fr,ay not up for yourselve·s treasures
on earth where moth and rust consume and thieves break
through and steal . . ." The future is uncertain. "Boast not
thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth" (Prov. 27). Life itself is uncertain. "For what is
your life? It is even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away" (James 4).
But some things are certain too. For example, death is certain. The Bible says that afte1· death we can be sure of a day
of judgment. "It is appointed unto men once to die and after
that the judgment" (Heb. 9 :27). At the judgment we can be
sure there will be a separation between those who have done
God's will and those who have refused to obey him. "And he

Alberta's Capitol Needs Building
Roy Tidwell
Edmonton, a city of approximately 200,000 people, is the
capitol city of the province of Alberta. And Alberta, where is
that? Well, in size, it approximates the size of the state of
Texas! It is claimed (by Canadians, not Texans) to have more
oil than the sta te of Texas; and is everywhere recognized as
"Texas of the North." Alberta lies between Montana, Idaho, and
Dakota on the south and Alaska on the north-well, almost to ·
Alaska, anyway.
_
The city of Edmonton is "on the Al-can"; that great expanse
of highway leading to Fairbanks, Alaska. We may also say,
it is 400 miles north of Montana and about the last pla ce to
grab a bite to eat, before taking off for the north-wood.
Alberta has everything that Texas has : almost, that is!
We're short on Christians! Texas is noted for the number of
members on the "church .rolls," as well as the many other
things you've possibly heard about. Alberta , which, as we have
stated, is about the size of the Lone Star State, but it has only
two congregations of New Testament Christians-Calgary and
Edm onton . These are about as ,far apart as some Texas ranch
fenc es-200 miles! Alberta has three preach ers, two congregations and one small church buildiug.
ALBERTA NEEDS ANOTHER BUILDING! Edmonton is
the center of much a ctivity and many people are migrating to
Alberta because of oil development and other commercial and
industrial expansion. Many millions of dollars; from Britain,
the United States, and other places are being invested in Alberta oil. Edmonton is the center of this activity. At this writing several business buildings of 5 to 8 story steel construction
.are being built. A new $6,000,000 government building- an ul-.
tra-modern business district, costing $5,000,000, is to start
soon! Enterprises at·e springing up on every hand. Edmonton
is soon to have commercial non-stop British Jet Strato-cruiser
service, reaching from London to Edmonton, then non-step

.
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shall separat e them one froin another, as a shepherd divideth
his sheep f rom the goats ..." (Matt. 25).
On the positive side we can be sure that if we obey the teachings of Christ we are building our lives on a solid rock, a sure
foundation (Matt. 7). By faith we Christians "look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen,
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. 4). The Bible teaches
us that not any good deed which is done in the name of the
Lord will be wasted, not even a cup. of cold water (Matt. 10_}.
It also teaches us that we can be sure of the love of God m
Christ if we walk in harmony with .his will. Can you say with
Paul, "For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, noi· powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate· us from the love of God, 'Which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8).
You can count on God's promises. Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ today, turn from your sins, and be buried with you!
Lord in baptism unto the remission of sins, and be sure that
you are right with God (Acts 2 :38). You can depend upon
God. He will bless you in your life in the church here, and
with eternal life hereafter. Lay hold on the Christian's hope
"as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast . . ." "For
we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved we have a building of God, a house not made with
hands,' eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor. 5). In Christ and his
kingdom there is certaitLty in the midst of uncertainty. Obey
him today!
again to Tokyo, Japan. The 'city, according to the local Chamber of Commerce, is enjoying a numerical growth of better
than 1,400 persons per month. You can well see the potential of
such city.
The church in Edmonton is only 5 months old. Though small
in number, (eight at present) the church has already purchased three spacious lots in one of J;he fines,t locations i!l
greater Edmonton for the .e rection of a building, come spring.
We expect to begin construction not later than June 30th. (The
severe winters and late thaws here make building earlier almost impossible). Om: agreement with the city (an agreement
which was necessary, the ·]and being purchased from the city)
calls for construction to start immediately after the spring
thaw. W e expect to meet the demands of the Edmonton City
Planning Commission. Will you h elp us?
One thing is definitely in our favor: labor here is some cheaper, and we will not have a very large building (one · seating
from 225 to 250 will be sufficient). Materials, however, are
. some higher than in the states. But we must have help to start
construction. We believe that we must have iwt less than
$5,000 before construction can start. If you h ave blue· prints of
your own building (approximating the size of th,e one above
suggested) and would lend them to us, we would appreciate
receiving them; thus being able to save an architect f ee here.
We will return them to you upon request.

a

Brother Sidney Roper and I are laboring together in order
that we might get the work firmly established as soon as possible. Our persona] support is ' being underwritten by brethren
and churches in the States. But' these brethren are not in a position to build our building; not by themselves, though we have
reason to believe they will help some. We sincerely solicit your
cooperation in this good work. You may mail your contributions
direct to the church in Edmonton, P. 0 . Box 396, or to Brother
Roper at 10723 107th Street, Edmonton, Alberta. 'Let us hear
f rom you soon !
Box 396, Edmonton, Alberta

I
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WORLD-WIDE E,VANGELISM
When we made a call for reports from gospel
preachers from ma:ny parts of the world, the responses
were 'so many' that it was impossible to include all the
reports in one issue . . So many of these were left in
the "overflow" that it is of special interest to our
readers to know that we have devoted quite a portion
of our space this week to publication of these good
messages from many lands.
This office has prompt and regular correspondence
from the churches and preachers engaged in the Lord's
work in foreign lands and we are much pleased with
the manner in which everything is being conducted.
So many of these churches in many lands and places
are a result of military occupation by American forces.
Among the soldiers and sailors, in the army, in the
navy and in special assignments in military constabularies, many are faithful Christians, young men from
the best Christian homes in our land and from the
strongest and best churches of Christ in our country.
The faithfulness of these younger men in the church
is highly commendable. Many of them seem to be
conspicuously diligent and active to the obligations of
the. church. It is interesting to know that song books,
Bibles, Testaments, communion services ·a nd other
church supplies are being sent regularly to many of
the islands of the sea, as well as to many foreign
countries.
Many of our readers have sons and also daughters
in 't hese foreign fields. They recognize the responsibilities ot' the Lord's worship on the Lord's day, ·a nd
of activities in the line of leading others into the truth
of the gospel. It is amazing-what has been accomplished
during the last few years. We are glad that this work is
THIRD ANNUAL LECTURES ON PREACHING
Walter E. Burch
B. C. Goodpasture, editor of the· Gospel Advocate, Nashville,
Tenn., will be the guest lecturer at the Thir d Anrmal Lectures
<>n Preaching set for Dec. 7-11 at Abilene Christian College.
The ten lectures will· follow the theme of "Paul's Instructions to Timothy on the · work of Preaching," and material
will be dra.wn f rom Paul's two epistles to Timothy.
The series was inaugurated in 1951 with John Banister,
minister of the Skillman Avenue Church of Christ, Dallas, as
the first lectu rer. Last December the lectures were delivered
by Gus Nichols, preacher for the church of Christ at Jasper,
Ala.
The lectures are designed to inform and inspire preachers
and prospective preachers, as well as. to supplement instruction on homiletics, Dr . Barton explains.
Although arranged primarily for ACC ministerial student s,
the lectures are. open to any preacher or anyone interested.
Dr. Barton urges out-of-town preach ers, especially those in
the .Abilene area, to attend the meetings.
Mr. Goodpast}lre began preaching . at Holly Springs, Tennessee, in 1912. He r eceived hi s A. B. degree from David
Lipscomb College, Nashville, in 1918. H e has also st~di~d at
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville, Ken-
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being done in the same manner that it is being done
in our' own country, where there are no organizations,
whatever, other than the church in doing mission
work at home and abroad. It is a misrepresentation to
report that these brethren are going digressive in
church organization. They are from the homes of loyal
brethren and sisters all ·a bout us, and from the best
working congregations in our cou;ntry, the congregations that are supporting the ministers of the word of
God in our own land and who, in their zeal, are carrying the message of truth to other lands.
When we read of so many hundreds ' and even thousands who have been baptized in different countries,
such as Germany, Japan and tl;le Philippines,. we are
riot surprised that there are among them some backsliders. That is exactly the case in our own country
where large numbers have been baptized during gospel meetings. Many of our best preachers have baptized in one meeting as many as 100 people and even
more, and when a return to that locality for another
meeting, by that preacher or some other preacher, in
the course of two years, it has been frequently noticed
that quite a large percent of converts have become
backsliders. This emphasizes the importance, the w!.ry
great importance, of teaching and training in their
early experience as Christians.
We are glad to present the fine reports in this issue of the paper that were offered, but could not be
used in last · week's issue of the Firm Foundation.
We should all rejoice in the great work that is being
done for the cause of the Master. Let us thank God
and take courage.
For the information o.f those who are calling f.o r them, we
can · still fill a number of orders of last week's issue at $4.00
per hundred.
tucky. He has preached regularly for congregations in Georgia
and T ennessee.
'
He served the Hillsboro church in Nashville from 1939 to
1951. He usually holds about six meetings per year. He has
been editor of the Gospel Advocate si~ce 1939 and president
of the company since 1950. He is now an elder for the Hillsboro congregation in Nashvi]Jle.
FINEBIDLES
The American Standard Revised Translation of the Bible
of 1901 Still stands at th e top in the estimation of most peol}le as a faithful translation into the Engiish language. All
of the Bibles below are in the American Standard Revised
Version and they are all of the highest quality in printing,
manufactming and binding:
No. 2254X, Black Face type, Pronouncing, Bible
Dictionary, References, Concordance, India
Paper --- - -------------------------------$18.00
No. 5676X, Black Face · type, Pronouncing,
Concordance, India Paper ------------------ 17.50
No. 5678X, Combined Concordance, Zipper _______ 19.00
All these Bibles are of the highest quality of manufacture
and the highest prices in the series. They are all in stock
at the Firm Foundation office and will be mailed immediately
upon your order. These are the lines most commonly called
for by our leading preachers and Bible teachers.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISIDNG HOUSE
,Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
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The. Missionary Work In Korea
For Past, Present and Future

-·--

S. K. Dong
PastIn 1930, 1 heard the truth and accepted the truth, after I
had preached denominationally for 14 ye.ars. Some churches of
Nashville, Tennessee; Montgomery, Alabama, and others sent
me back to Korea on October 1, 1930, to preach the gospel
only. They did this because they remembered our Lord's command to his disciples just before his ascension; and what Paul
said in Romans 10:12-17. Since then I h ave preached nothing
but the gospel. As a result, many Koreans have heard and accepted the truth, becoming members of the body of Christ;
and I established seven congregations in the section north of
the 38th parallel. We built six church houses and bought one.
When we began to build the church houses, the men gave
money and their time for the work. But, the women couldn't
give money for usually they have no money. This is what they
did: When they cooked the rice, they took one spoonful of lice
from each member of the family every meal and put it into a
small sack for the whole week, and brought it to the church on
Lord's day morning and put it into the big box which was in
the corner of the church. The amount was ·small, but every family brought rice, and after a few months the box was full.
Then they sold the rice and paid the debts on the church house.
In this way they didn't have any debts on the church house.
You may think it was a very easy way to raise the money. But
it was the hardest thing to do for the poor Christian women
because at meal time the children would c:ome to their mothers
and say, "Mama, is there any more rice for me?" She couldn't
give any more rice to her loving child, for usually the mothers
didn't have enough rice for themselves at the meal. So they
said to their children, "Next meal"; and the hungry children
have · to wait for the next meal time. But the next meal time
is the same: She couldn't cook plenty of rice for 1 they must
cook ' only so much -r ice each meal in order that they can live
the whole year with what their husbands brought in at the
harvest time. You know, they are just like American mothersthey love their children. Don't YO\f think the poor Korean
Christian women are presenting their "bodies a living sacrifice,
· holy, acceptable unto God"? (Rom. 12:1). Indeed, they are:
Since the Soviet Army occupied the country north of the 38th
parallel, we lost everything and came to Seoul. There I began
to preach the truth, and established four congregations. But
again the church houses were destroyed and many Christians
were killed. The church lost one of its best" deacons in Seoul
(Brother Shin).
PresentThere are seven congregations in the extreme south of Korea which are very active. I established only -one of them before I came to America this time. It fs very interesting how the
· other six cong1;egations were established.
In Pusan, I established one congregation loly the help of
Brother· E. W. Miller (Chaplain) from Lakeland, Flo1ida. The
two . others were established by Brothers Lee, Kang and my
son, the congregation being made up of refugees. The · Sheffield
church of Christ in Sheffield, Alabama, -s upports Brother Kim,
the minister of the First Church in Pusan; and the Eastside
Central church in Detroit, Michigan, ·supports Brother Lee, the
minister of the other church in Pusan. No church supports the
third minister yet.
In Taegu, Sister Aichoo Kang, a school t eacher whom I met
on a train, and preached to her and she accepted the truth;
so I baptized her in Seoul before I came to America this time.
She came to Taegu as one of the refugees and married Major
Min. I heard about this and wrote to my son to go there and
find out about her faith. He found her very faithful. I wrote
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him to go there with one of the local preachers, Brother Kang,
to ·hold a preaching meeting in her home. They did this and
the result was that thirteen Koreans were baptized by one of
the American brothers sent by Brother Silvey. Major Min was
one of the 13.- Brother Silvey helped the Koreans to establish
the church there. Brother Lim is a young minister, supported
by the Hillsboro -Church of Chri~t of Nashville, Tennessee. The
church was growing and Sister Kang's house was ~oo small
for the meetings. They raised some money and Brother Henson
(Lt. Col.) helped them some and I sent to them $2,000.00 from
the Korean Mission Fund· which Trinity Lane Church of Christ
in Nashville, Tennessee, kept. Now they have a nice church
house to worship our Lord. I am sure that some of you brethren would be happy to know of this, who contributed for the
Korean ·mission fund to help the Koreans.
l
In Ulsan, the late Brother Moon Suk Dang's mother-in-law,
w~o had learned the truth through her son-in-law, lives in
Ulsan. She had the f aith in lier h eart and had withstood all of
the persecutions through many years by her relatives and others. Sister Kang, wife of Brother Kang, is t eaching in the public school in Pusan. Through her my son knew something about
the church there. He wrote me about it, and I wrote him to go
there and have a preaching· meeting with the preacher . He and
Brother Lee went there and held the meeting. Some of those
there who were baptized by Brother Moon Suck Kang wanted
to come back to the true church of Christ. Brother Kang's
mother-in-law gave a lot and I also sent to them $1,100 from
the Ke rean mission fund to build a church house. Now they
have a very nice congregation. The work of Brother Moon Suk
Kang who sowed the seed of truth is growing. Some of you
brethren in the United States who supported him many years
ago will be glad to know this. Brother Ju Kup Dong is the
preacher there, and the West Helena church in West Helena,
Arkansas, will support him.
In Kwangju, there was a small digressive church. Four of the
160 Korean military officers who were baptized at Fort Benning, Georgia, went there to be teachers at the Korean Military School; and they began to conduct a· real true worship
and established the true church of Christ . .Two hundred and
seventy dollars was sent from the collections at Fort Benning,
Georgia, to buy a house in which to worship the Lord. There
is still $240.83 in the bank to use for the Kwangju church,
which was the result of the Fort Benning work. Brother Kang _
is the minister there. I baptized him in Seoul, where he was
a Presbyterian preacher. The Philadelphi;J, Church of Christ 'viii
support him.
In Puyo, Sister Chan Syell Kim came there with her seven
daughters. She became a true Christian in China. It was very
interesting to hear her story-the late · Brother Moon Suck
Kang's mother was converted by her son, who was a Presbyterian church Bible woman for many year~ and received a
higher salary, and she helped her son in the Lord's work. I
am sorry to say that Brother Kang died. Then the American
brethren stopped their support to him and his family. She could
not stay with her daughter-in-law and two gr;;tnd-daughters for
they have no income to live on. She then went to China where
her son-in-law is the Presbyterian church missionary from Korea to preach to Koreans there. She stayed in the Presbyterian
church preacher's home but she kept the truth in her heart
just the same. We have a proverb in Korea : "If anyone has a
needle in the pocket, the point of the needle comes out when
the pocket is touched."
(Continued next issue)
•
Hurlbut's Story of the Bible, the J;!ew enlarged edition 4.95
Memoirs of Alexander Campbell ..................... :........................ 8.75
The One-Volume Bible Commentary, coveril).g the
entire Bible by J. R. Dummelow -- -------~- - -- 5.00
FIR~'[ FOUNDATION PUBLISIDNG HOUSE

Box 77-Austin, Texas.
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•r. B. Crews, 1 05 H a rdy A ve nu e , Corsica na,
T e x a s , No Yem ber 3 : W e a r e b e ginning to
r ecove r so m e f ro m th e sh ock of h a ving so
m a n y of o ur m embe r s to m ove a w ay . Three
h ave b ee n Wentifi ed wi t h u s r ec ently and th e
co ll e ct ion h a's b e en unu s ually high.
Bible
Vestal ChnHin, Box 84, Bruceton, T enn e sRiehard " ' enver, B ox 372, Smyrn a , T e n- c lass a tt e ndan ce is a b o ut as hig h a s it w as
see, Oc t o b e r 28: Durin g the past two we eks n e s~ee , Nov em be r 1:
Anoth e r n ew r ecord b efor e o ur h eavy losses. We don't a ppea r
two have b ee n b a p t iz e d and on e· r es tor ed in fo r B ibl e. stud y w a s esta bli s h ed today. Tw o t o be th r o u g·h l os ing m e mb ers y e t but with
our services h e r e.
were b a ptiz ed t onight.
grea t e r v is ion. we l ook ah ea d.

FROM THE HARVEST FIELD

Doyle Cannon h eld a g ood m ee tin g in
Join, Frencl1, 2716 South L ewi s , Littl e
Rnlt>ll- R. Gh-cns, 555-12th S tr ee t, Yuma,
Burnet in Octob er , in which four w er e bap - Ro c k, Ark a n sas, October 2,8 :
"Since las t Ariz o na Novemb e r 3: Durin g October two
tized and on e w as r estor ed . Brothe r Ca nnon r epo rt two hav e b e en b a ptiz e d, thr e e h a v e we r e b a ptiz ed, o ne r es t or e d, and six w e r e
is a firm g osp e l preach er, ~ nd did a good p lace d m e mb e r s hip, and s ev e n hav e b een id e nti f ied. Th e fir s t Lord's day in Nov emwork
r es tored ."
b er thr ee w e r e r es t or e d a nd on e baptized.
R. D . Vick, 824 2nd Stre et West, Williston,
N. Dakota, Nov e mber 2: We a r e meeting
in Williston , North Dakota, in th e county
courthou se for worship and Bible study. we
met th e first tim e on th e 4th of October,
1953.

· Dn,·i<I Alln.n, 1020 Austin Avenue, Brownwood, Texas, November 2:
vVe had two
b ap ti s ms and three to plac e m emb e rship
with us h e r e a t Austin Ave nu e durin g th e
month of Octob e r. The work goes along in
a v e ry fine way.

Ernest ~IeCoy, Gainesvil le, Texas, October
27: During the past two weeks five have
Identified the mselves with us here at the
Commerce Stree t congregation and one has
been restored.
Brother C. E. McGaughey
will be with u s in a m e eting beginning No-vember 15.
.J

~!orris Kemz>er, Box 284; Groveton, Texas·,
No v e mber 9: I started r egular work with
th e church at Antioch n ear Groveton yesterday . Attendance and int erest were g·ood
and a man and his wife were restored. I
a m a lso conducting a song drill one night
eac h we e k . Interest is very good in this.

Olh·cr C. Cuuningllnm,
406
Chestnut,
Cook evill e, T e nn essee, October 27: Five were
baptiz e d last Sunday at the Willow Street
Churc h of Chri s t. P lans are being formulated for the exp a nsion of our Bible School
faciliti es.
Last Sunday was the greatest
day in Wi ll ow Street his,tory.

Rufus R. Cliffortl, Lawrencebu r g·, Tennessee, Nove mb e r 4: I pr each ed in
m e eting
for the church in Cros·svi-ll e, T e nn ess e e, in
October. Record crowds attended, two were
baptized, one restored and one placed membership. Roy E. Hearn, the Preach er, and
the church there have accomp li shed a remarl<able work in the past few years. I
will be in Camden, South Carolina, November 9-17.
David Arnold is the preacher
there. Two were baptiz ed here in the past
week.

Doyle Bnntn, Box 205, W e st Helena, Arl<:an sas, Octob e r
29: Granvi ll e W. Tyl er
c losed our b est attended meeting last n(ght
with 14 baptized and 16 restorations and
c onfessions of wrong. Four placed members hip a~d two restor ed before the m eetin g .
Ne w r ecords were set in all services. W e
a r e to beg in e nl a rging our building to s eat
500 next week.

F!:n•il R . Ye:~kley, Sr., W eslaco, T exas,
Octob er 2 8:
S in ce my last report I have
conducte d a m e eting at Wilson, Oklahoma,
wh e r e Wayne Nation is the local preacher.
This m ee ting result ed in two "baptis m s. The
work at Wesl a co moves on in a very nice
way. There have been four restored here
and two to plac e membership since my last
r e port.

George Bennett, Box 216, Lexington, Oklah o m a , Nov e mb e r 3: Th e work at Lexin g t o n is still on th e move. Four additions
s ince last report, two by baptism and two
by restoration and identification. The two
baptiz ~ d w er e a young man from a Ba ptis t
hom e and a middle a g ed Methodist la dy.
Th e c ontribution and attendance average ar e
th e highes t in th e history of the congregation in Lexington. Me mbership now stands
at 100. I should like to boo!;: two or three
m ee tings f,or 1954.

Etlwnrtl J, Crtuldock, 1714 Cass Street,
Nashvill e, Tennessee, October 30: The Terre
Haute, 'I ndiana, meeting with M. F. Cottrell
resulted in 12 baptisms, nine restored, and
three placing membership.
The Hurricane
Mills, Tennessee , meeting had nine bap'tisms and three 1·estorations. At Wilmington, D el a ware, th ere were two baptisms and
one r estored. I am now in a joint meeting
in Canton, Ohio, being conducted by the
\1\"alnut Avenue a nd Ninth Street congregations.

V. c . Turne.-, 209 S. W . 3rd, B e thany, Okla h oma, Octob e r 26:
Three mor e baptiz e d
a nd two conf es sed sins the past we ek h ere
at B e thany.
All were heads of famili es.
N e w r ecords a re Qe ing made at a lmost ev e r y servic e. W e now have an e nrollment of
30 pupil s in our r eligiou s. Educa tional classes. Th e s t ud e nts J.re in gra d es 4, 5, 6 of th e
Be th a ny Public Schols.
Th ey are coming
to u s from d e nominational homes. They are
tau g ht th e Bibl e on Monda y, Tu esday, a nd
Thur s day. At the end of our f irst m onth' s
teachin g w e a r e convinc e d t h a t this is a
won d e rful w or k . I would b e glad to b oo k
so m e m ee tin gs for the summer of 195 4.

Arley E. ~loore, 1208 Grant Street, Oregon
City, Ore gon, November 4: The worlt of the
church here progr esses in an encouraging
mann er. We had our largest crowd present
Sunda y with two adults b eing baptized at
th e clo se of th e service.
Four have been
baptiz ed since las t report.
Th e average
Sund a y attendanc e has incr eased twe lve and
ave r a g e contribution h a s increased $30 per
w ee!;: since Jun e 1st. We ai·e beginning a
w ee kly broadcas t on the loc a l r.adio station,
KGO N (1 230 kc.) n ext Sund a y mornin g . The
b r oad cas t time will b e 7:45 to 8 :00. If you
know of m e mb er s of the church in this ar ea,
pl ease send m e th e ir nam es and addr es ses.

Jack B:~tcs, 1410 S. T own er S tree t , San ta
Ana, Califo rnia, Octo b er 28 : On e . b apt ize d
a nd two by m e m ber s hi p last L o rd's day,
Oc tober 25. It was m y p ri v il ege la t e ly t o
s p e a k in R i ver s id e during th e ir , l ectur eship
a n d a t Up t ow n in L on g B each. 102 eld er s
r a nd mi ni s t er s atten d e d t h e d inne r-me e t in g
at t h e Onta r io Ch ildr en' s H om e on T hurs d ay ev enin g, October 15. Thi s Hom e, w hich
J1l'Ov id es s h elte r a nd tra inin g f o r for ty -f ive
ho m e less c hildre n , is u n der the dir ec ti on of
ti1 e e ld e rs a t B r oad way an d W a lnut in Santa
An a .
Our wor k h e r e is str en gthen ed by
the pr esence of a numb er of g r a dua t es of
ou t· co ll e g es f r o m a ll sec ti on s w ho h ave
----------------------~ mov e d t o Ora n ge c ounty .

Ho wnrtl A. Ulnzer, Sr., P . 0 . B ox 36 •1,
Cr ossv ill e, T enn es s ee, Octob e r 31: Five h a ve
been r estored a nd seven bap ti zed in t h e lo cal a r ea s in ce m y las t rep o rt. Thi s m a k es
a t o t al of t w e nty - one r espo nses s ince th e
fir s t o.f the yea r w ith two co n g r eg a tions
es t abli s h ed and two m ee tin g h ou s es a lm os t
compl eted . My m eet ings awa y wer e R ocheste r, Michi gan, no r espo n ses ; F lor e n ce, Ala bam a , ('Wo odl aw n) four b a pti ze d, thirty th r ee r e store d; Mt. Gil ead, n ea r Thompk in sv ill e, K e n t u c k y, f o urte e n b a p ti z e d a nd
th r ee r estored. On a w eek - end a p po in t m e n t
a t Mu nc ie, Indi a n a , (Fa irl aw n) thr ee w er e
r estor d. I a m co mpl e tin g my third year
of wo r k here.

a

Bryun Vinson, Jr., Station A. C. C., Abilene,
Texas, November 7: I will meet Arthur L.
Vaughan, Fundam e ntal Baptist, in Kilgore,
Texas, on Novethber 24, 26, 27 a nd 28. Two
nights will be devoted to the subjects of
faith and baptism, and two nights to the
sub j ect of apostasy.
Mr. Vaughan is a
,graduate of the Bible Baptist Seminary in
· .Ft. Worth and preach es for the Shell Fundamental B a ptist church in Kilgore. The dis-cussion will be held in the Community Cen ter Auditorium.
John W. Hedge and my
father, Bryan Vinson, Sr., will be my mod<;lrato r s. This is my first debate. I am a
junior student at Abilene Christian College.
E. J, Berry, Sa l em, Or egon, Octob er 26:
During th e memth of Octob e r six h a v e been
added to our numb er. Two were baptized,
two w ere r estor ed .and two placed m e mber ship, coming to u s from the church in Borger, T exas. W e now h a v e 59 memb e rs which
is an in c r ease fr o m 21 at th e time w e ca m-e
here 14 m o nths ago.
Atte nda nc e a t all
services of the church c ontinu es to increase
and th e outlool;: is indeed bright for greater
influ en ce a nd g rowth of th e church in the
n ext f ew m on t h s . Trul y , th e L ord i s giv ing t h e in c r ease t o hi s cau se h er e, and we
som e tim es sta n d a m aze d a t th e wo nd erful
bless in g·s h e is g iv ing u s in our effo rts to
s erv e him.
- - -- -- - -- -- - -- -- - - - -- TELEGRAJ.\11: Brother J. l\L J.\llcCaleb
;passed to his r e ward on Saturday, November 7th. Funeral at one p.m., J.\llonday,
Novembe t 9 th-E. V. Pullias. Fuller notice
-of Brothe r J.\llcCaleb's p a ssing will appear
in next is sue o f Firm Foundation. B r other
J.\llcCaleb was 92 yeai·s old at the time of
his death.-G. H. P. Showalter.

Ross '\V, o,'e, 40 8 N. Ma rshall, Oklahoma
City 10, Okla h o m a , Novemb e r 2: One was
ba p t iz ed, two id entifi e d and four restor:ed
her e y est erday. Two were baptized and one
restore d in th e r e cent meeting at Norths id e, Fort Worth.
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H . F . Slo:tri>, Conway, Arl,ansas, October
Hersltel D:ver, 847 S. 14th, Li ncoln 8, NeLloyd E• Ellis, 231 Fourth Avenue, Chula
braska, October 27:
D urin g October two Vista, California, November 1: Thr ee more 27 : C. R. N ichol, c·h ri stian, will meet D. N. ·
have been bapt ized and five have identif ied added to this congregation today . One was Jackson, Baptist, in deli>ate at Kewanee,
t h emselves w ith u s .
by baptism . Chula Vista is grow in g .
Missouri, December 15-1 8.
R•.o:n nond c . Ii:eley, Oklahoma .C ity, OklaW. S. "\Villis, Gustine, T exas, Octobe'r 28 :
h oma, October 26 : On October 11 I c l osed The work is very s l ow at this time, how :a m eeting with the Central chur;h in Cl e - e ver both attendance and co n trib ution s are
burn e, Texas. Four were b aptiz ed and on e show ing some in crease. \¥e a re en j oyi n g
was r esto red. Marv in Rowland l ed t h e s in g- the qu i etness and t h e pleasant work, as I
ing i n a v ery fine way. Reuel L e mmo n s is have mo r e tim e for study and prepar ation
-doing· a great work with this congregation. and ca n give mor e time to 'vrit i ng.

L u ther Sa ntge, 809 Merritt Street, Fort
Worth, T exas, November 6: The wo rk is go in g fo r war d h e r e at Rosen Heights congregation . Th e co ntribution s th e l ast four Sundays have b ee n hig h. Th e average contri bution for Octob<O>r was $60.45 hi g h e r than
t h e average for Se pt e mb er.

George Tii>I>s, 211 1'1'. Grand, J ac l,so n,
Elwyn w. Snow, Friendship Church of
"Tennessee, Nov em ber 2: We began our third Chri st, Suda n, T exas, November 3 : We thank
year at Highland yesterday w ith one bap- the L ord that the church here is moving
tism, one restoration, and on e to be id e n t i- forward . Our atten d ance is in creas in g . One
fi·ed. Two of our three ch ildr e n were str iCl( - co nfessed faults last L o rd's day.
Thirteen
en with poliomyelitis, but are r ecove ring have respo nd ed to hi s invita ti o n s in ce Au r.apidly.
~ ust 1st.
We gi ve him the g lory.

Rieloar<l 'Vea-.·er, Box '372, Smyrna, T en n es see, Octob<O>r 25: We estab li s h ed a n ot h e r n ew
record in Bible study today.
This af t e rnoon I p r eac hed at Glorianna.
Th ey hope
to have their n ew building completed in a
few weeks at w hic h time I w ill assist ,t hem
in a m eet ing.

H. v. Hendry, Jasper, T e xas , Nov e mb e r 2:
For abo ut ·a y ear and a half I hav e I,Je e n
preac hing at Woodwith, T exas.
Some inc Tease w as note d in atte ndance, fi n a nc e and
spiritual d eve lop m e nt.
They no w h a ve a
full time preac h e r.
I am free to a nsw e r
call s f o r Sunday appointments in dr iving
distanc e of Ja s per.

Paul Butterflehl, Box 615, L a Cro sse, Wisconsin, October 28: Th e ladi ~s of th e church
a re pieCing quilts for the orphans a nd the
n ee dy.
How ever th e r e is a s hortage of
scraps w it h w hich to m a l'e blo c k s. If any
o f yo u la dies h ave ex tr a pi eces and w ish to
help us, p l ease send them to u s . · '>;' e will
put th e m to work for the Lord.

"\Vinstend 0 . Cooper, Nocona, T j;xas: Sunclay night, Oc tob er 18, two hi g h sc hool boys,
Mike Newby a nd Don Griffin ·from Nocona
h ad c harge of th e servic es at Saint Jo. Mike
preached and Don directed th e song serv ices. Both did a fine job. Sunday, October
25, a fine young man was baptized. His wife
was r esto r ed.

Clifton Rogers, 3325 Fifth S t re et, Po~· t Arthur, T exas, October 31: Th e congregation
which m ee t s at 3700 Procter Street con tinues its $o und a nd s teady growth. During
t h e past two weel< s ten have b een baptized
a nd several hav e placed m e mbership. Pre s e ntly we a r e a nti c ipating a great m eetin g
w ith A. C. P ulli as Nov e mber 1- 8. \V e so licit your pray ers .

Herbert lU. Bro:ulus, 125 2 College, Top eka,
Ka n sas, October 21:
I r ecently closed a
good mee ting in Abilene, K a n sas, in whkh
three were b a otiz ed .
Inte r est was g ood
t hrou g hout the m eeting.
Fo ur have been
baptized a nd· a number h ave place d m e mbership r ece ntl y at Huntoon and College in
T ope k a . Brother A . Hugh Clarl( is to be
w ith u s iri a m eet ing h e r e Nove mb e r 15-25.

c. E . UeGnug·hey, 24 07 W. Lincoln, Springfield, Missouri, October 21: At Mayfield,
Kentucky, 12 were b;tptized and 36 confessed
wrongs. Am now in a m eeting with Strathmo or church in Detrit. B eg in at St. Louis,
Spring and Blain e, November 1; Gainesville,
T exas, Commerce Street, November 15 and
Murfre es boro, T e nn ess ee, North Boulevard, ·
Novembe r 29.

W . T. Hines, 900 So. Grand, El Dorado
Springs, Missouri, November 1:
Th e work
in El Dorado Springs, Misso uri, the past
year and a half that I have b ee n h ere has
shown a growth. H e re lately there is new
life.
More memb e r s are willin g t o tak e
hold. I would like to get away for a m eeting or two, to r es t up som e . Lif e is too
short to lay a r ound and do nothing, but a
cha nge for a while will b e a r es t for m e.
If you are int eres t e d in thi s prop os ition,
write me at th e above address.

P . D . "\Vilmetlo, 808 Hamvasy Lane, Tyler,
T exas, Oc tob e r 29 : We c losed a mo s t ex ce ll en ·t meeting Sunday nig ht with E . B.
Linn of Austin d o in g the preaching.
He
did a supe rb job of proclaiming the word .
Three were baptized and two pl ace d m e mbership.
Many n ew friends a nd contacts
were m a d e and the m ee ting will contrnu·e
to bear fruit. Th e writer will be with Brother Shilling and th e Southside church in
Austin November 1- 8.
Wh e n in our city
wo rship with u s.

R . H. llloore, 833 N. 13th, Abilen e , T e xas:
After more than 40 years· full tim e pr eaching and t eachin g the go spel, Brother H. W.
Wrye is n ow conf in ed to hi s room in v e ry
poor h ealth . He was forced to retire on ac co unt of his age, 84 y ears, and a ffliction
due to kidn ey - bladder troubl e which has
crippled him so h e cannot walk much witho ut ass istan ce. He is in n eed of financial
h elp. An y co ntributi o n will be h eartily appr ecia t e d. Address him: 733 N. 21st Street,
Ab il.e n e, T exas ..

Norman H. Beemnu, · 1 490 6 Winthrop, D e troit 27, Michiga n, Oc tob er 28 : At the Strath moor congregation we h ave had twentyseven b a ptisms and fifteen
r esto r at ion s
sin ce last r e port. Eigh t of these baptisms
and one of th e • restoration s came during
our m eeti n g, October 18- 25, in which C. E .
McGa u g h ey did th e pr eac hing.
I l<now a
good gospel preacher, college g r ad u ate, thirty years of age, married and has four c hi!dr en, who will b e available for local work
around th e fir s t of the y ear. If inte r este d,
kindly w rit e m e a.nd I s h a ll be happy to put
you in touch with him.

.J. H . Woo<l, Cla r endo n, T exas, OctobE-r 30:
The c hurc h at Clarendon was without a
pr eacher for abo ut two a nd a h alf m onth s
th is s umm e r. Brother Bert ~'e ll s of Archer
C ity, Texas, moved to Clare nd on o n October
12th and began work w ith u s.
The first
~e rvic e that h e was h e re was tJ:le mid - week
service and it was raining a nd we h a d th e
la 1·gest mid-w ee k c r owd ~1at we h a d had
fo1· several m onths. Th en o n hi s first Lord' s
day with us the house was filled a nd t h e
offe rin g a lmo st doub l e.
We are planning
good th ings for the c hurc h in Clarendon
und e r the teachin g of Brother Wells.

Prewitte COJ>elaud, Georgia Christia n Inst itute, V a ld osta, Georgia, Novemb e r 5: We
a r e experie n c ing on e of the best years in
t h e history of the school, one hundr e d stu dents in hi gh school a nd s ixty- sev e n .in
g r a mmar school and prospects for several
new ones in th e next f ew d ays. W e were
h o n o r e d with th e pr esence of Broth e r M.
Norvel Young of Lubbock, T exas, in our
c h ape l on November 14th. W e are planning
a Th a nk sgi ving program and homeco ming
on November 26 a nd 27. Seven good speakers h ave been sel ec t ed for thi s occas ion. •
Visitors will be wel co m e.

Robert E . Gulley, 1127 E. 12th, Caspe r ,
Wyoming, October 29 : I l eft the good work
of the South Main Street c hu rch in Roswell,
New Mex ico, to begin work with the church
here August 1st.
The ·church is making
some substa ntial growth in Wyomii1g. Th e
work here in Casper continues to advanc e.
· Eight h ave identif ied themselves with the
church during this month, and three · have
acknowledged er ror. I was with the church
in Omah a , Nebraska, for a me e ting October
4-14.
Five were baptized, two co n fessed
error, and two ident ified themselves durin g
the meeting: It was a n e nj oyable m eeting,
and workin g ·wit h Brother Dale R. Larsen,
their efficient and co n sc ientio u s pr each e r,
was a pl eas ure . We hope that all who. vacation or contemplate passing this way take
note of our locat ion fi.TlQ worl3hip with us.

Robert H. Bell, 672-19th Street, San Diego, California: Our work with the Cen •tral congregation con t inu es to be p leasant.
Last Lord's day two Navy boys answered
the call of the invitation .
One was fo r
b a ptis m and one to b e restored and id e ntified.
During the month of October three
we r e baptized, one restored and one id e n tified. Another Navy man was baptized and
his wife restored the l atter part of Septem ber which was unreported . We begin a lecture series on th e c hu rch b eg inning Novem ber 1s t ·which wi ll continue for ten days.
Lo cal "preachers will be used.
Th e Lord
willi ng I will preach in a meeting with th e
church in Encinitas, California, b eginning
November 15th. If you have friends or loved
ones living here with whom we might 'I~~U,
pl eas e advise.

FOLDING CHAIRS
OUTLAST ALL OTHERS!
Uneq ua led for strength,
comfort, safety, convenience
Q¥1lR 10 MILLION IN USE !
~'

Write today for complete facts!
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY, DEPT; 124
901 Broadway N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Michigan
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Tom Harris, 1802 Caroline Street, South
Joe H. ;uorris, 2707 Ky Avenue, Paducah,
Ken tueky, October 26.: Interest and attend- B end 14, Indi a na, October 28 : Two baptisms ·
ance continues well at Clements Street. A at Caroline and Calvert Streets during Ocfather baptized yesterday and t hr ee identi- tob er. · Our mid-week Bible classes average
over 150 in attendance.
fied last week.

Tilli1 s. 'J'etl<llie, "Cox 314, Sulphur Springs,
Texas, November 2:. One baptized November 1. More than 5,00 attended our special
·song serY ice last Sunday afternoon. Interest
and attendance still increas ing.

Dick Powell, 212 N. Taylor Street, Gainesville, Texas, November 9: The int erest here
at Broadway Church of Christ continues to
grow. We had one to be restored and lc1entify with this congregation yesterday. The
membership here now totals 235. The eld ers are making plans to enlarge the Bible
Study program so that it can better accommodate the attendance.

St. C htir Sl,.tton, vVilburton, Oklahoma,
Charles ilf, Atlmns, 1010 NW 97th Street,
Oklahoma C ity 14, Oklahoma, November 2: Octob er 26 : Our attendance yesterday was
Afte r almost two most pleasant years with 62 with $71.74. Our m eet ing pla ce is on
the ch urch · at Cleveland, Oklahoma, we East Main Street on Highway 270. If passmoved to Oklahoma City to be begin with ing throug·h our city on Lord's clay, stop
You will find a
th e Military Street church. One la dy who and worship with us.
was a former Bapt ist was baptiz ed at the friendly, order ly group of New Testament
Pray ·
evening service.
vVe look forward to a Christians and a cordial welcome.
continued good work in this city.
for us.

Horace w. Busby, Houston 6, Texas, November 1: We began a meeting today with
the Central church in Houston.
A wonderful crowd, great interest with three identified the first service.
The church has
made great. prepara tion and we are expect ing a fine meeting. My next meeting will
be with the College congregation in Abilene, the third and fourth Lord's days in
this .month.

"\Valter "\V. Leamons, Junction, T exas, Oc tob er 29: Deer a.nd turkey hunting ,season,
November 16 through December 31, brings
many hunters and they are always welcome
to worship at Tenth Street Church of Christ.
Drop in at the county judge's office and
get acquainted. The church hlere is sending
winter clothing for Korean orphans to,
"Operation Santa Claus," Pusan Replacement Depot, 8069th A. U., APO 973, % PM,
San Francisco, California.

Jess Hall, 3205 Denton Road, Fort Worth
11, T exas, October 29: Our work is beginning in a very pleasant way here with the
Birdville congregat ion . During the month
of October we had seventeen n ew members
to en roll with us here at Birdville. We are
beginning now to plan for our work during
1954 and we hope to h ave a much enlarged
program of wor k. When passing through
l!~ort \Vorth we would be very glad for you
to v isit with us h ere at Birdville.

Leon Sa,•age, San Angelo, Texas, October
31 : The work with th e Santa Rita congregation is progressing in a splend id way.
Nine placed memb ership with us last month.
We are now in the co111,pleting stages of a
building program, which meant much to the
congregat ion. This congregation has a wonderful future; the leadership of its elders
is wonderful. I have never before seen an
eldership like it. I leave this week for a
me eting in Twin Falls, Idaho.
Brother
Billy Patterson i s their local evangelist.
The meeting will be in progress from Nov ember 6-15.

Arthur "\V. Francis, Jr., P. 0 . . Box 924,
Sioux City, Iowa, November 3: I am now engaged in a series of meetings with Don
<Nielson and . the church in Provo, Utah, to
continue through November 8.
This is a
triangle exchange with Provo, Salt Lal{e
City and Sioux City. M. A. Wright of Salt
L a l< e City goes to Sioux City November 15 22. I go from h ere to a meeting with Gordon Pennock and the church in ·Bismarck,
North Dakota.
This series is to be from
November 12-22.
Th e church is g rowing
in the North and West.

E. L. Dennis, Amarillo, Texas: I thought
it well that I send in a report and give my
new address. \'\~e beg in work with the Eastside congregation here in Amarillo in May,
1953 . We have enjoyed working with these
p eop le very much. A good numb e r have responded to the invitation, a nd quite a few
h ave been baptiz ed . Four have been baptiz ed, and six identified th·e past three weeks.
Brother Arthur L. Golden, former evangelist
with this congregation will be with us in a
meeting November 2- 8. When in Amarillo
come to see us.

Oliver
C. Cunning·hum,
406
Chestnut,
Cookeville, T ennes see, November 3 : Three
were baptized a t Willow Street last Sunday,
making eight in the last two Lord's days
and 26 since March. The elders met Mond ay night, November 2nd and authorized
the se tting aside of a building fund · lool(ing forward to the construction of a new
Bibl e ·Schoo l Annex made n ecessary by the
expanding Bible School.
During the first
six months of 1953 the average per week
in the Bible School was 159, ·during the last
four months 212, and the October average
per week was 233 ."

Willis G. Jernigan, 1401 Ash Street, Co mmerce, Texas, Novem ber 2: Our fall m ee t ing closed October 18. Brother B. C. Goodpasture was the preacher for the series.
T i1e largest crowds in the history of the
church attended. One was added. Brother
Goodpasture will return in 1955. I closed
a short meeting at Sand Flat last night.
Two were r esto r ed . Excellent crowds. No vember 9, the Lord willing, I begin a meet· in g with th e South Park church, Beaumont.
Brother Ira Sandusky is the faithful preacher there. Broth er W . W. Freeman preaches
in Comme r ce when I am absent.

E. E . Rltodes, \Va lla Walla, Washington,
Nov em ber 3: Th e church in Walla \ Valla,
Washington, will conduct its fall meet ing
November 16-27; Brother Roy Hooper will
do the preaching. In commemoration of the
tenth birthday of this cong r eg·ation, the
last three days will be devoted to a "Homecoming" lectureship, m which ten or twelve
preachers w ill partic ip ate; the theme being, "Th e church at work."
Everyone is
invited; and those who hav e, at any time,
preached here, or worshipped with us are
urge d to come.

I

MEDICAL OPPORTUNITY

•

New modern equipped hospital, reasonably priced, for sale.
Wonderful opportunity for one or two Christian doctors. Ideal
location to serve southwest Georgia, southeast Alabama and
north Florida. Two congregations of the Church of Christ worship in the county.
For 'more details and information, please write

D. M. CARTER
D. M. CARTER MANUFACTURING CO.
P . 0. BOX 108

BLAKELY, GEORGIA
PHONE 4761 OR 4764, BLAKELY

Gilbert Cot•elmul, 1810• Buchanan, Wichita
Falls, Texas, October 28 :
Brother Elmer
L'Roy of Paris, Texas, closed a meeting
with the Floral Heights ch urch of Christ
in "\Vichita Falls on October 18th. Two were
baptized, one r esto r ed and two placed membership. Thi s was the best attended meetin g in the history of the co ngregation and
in terpst was high all the way through.
Brother L'Roy did fine work while here.
His preaching was first r ate and the con: gregation here appreciates him.
\

Aruoltl 1-Iardi n, Lancaster,

T exas, November 3: I recently returned from Pittsfield,
Illinois, and the meeting there resulted in
four ba'ptisms.
We have been · supporting
James Gibbs there for almost a year and
the work has done Yery well for that section of the co un t ry.
The work here continues to make some progress though we
Cee l very keenly the l eav in g of so me 30 or
more faithful members in th e last ·few
wel<s . We h elped to start the work east
of us at Hutchins a nd we lost so me to this
work. vVe hope to help put a preach er in
Jacksonville, IUinois, this coming year.
Souls a r e dying while we pay out huge sums
for song leaders, etc., th at others could be
doing. If we don't watch out brethren we
may have to be paid to pray.
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Jus. E. Luir<l, Rockmart, Georgia, October
Floy<l Embree, 61 0 E. Ila D eney Drive, OnR o:v Burgess, Box 212, Zellwood, Florida,
Three have b een baptized a nd one
tario, Cal i forn ia , November 3:
Since last November 2: Twelve restored and two hap- 28:
We
report one has, been baptized and several tiz ed in the meeting with th e Mount Dora place d membership since last report.
identifi ed here. We hav e t wo r adio broad - ch urch
Octob e r
18-November.
Tl' e
Lord are now constructing five n ew· class rooms
casts eac h week and are beg innin g a teach - .g r eat ly b l essed our effo rts. Outside people with equipment a nd n ew pews at a cost of
$14 ,8 43.74.
er's training class n ex t Monday ni g h t.
were in atte nd ance abo ut every night.
Durwar<l Bogg·s, 7825 Hilla1·d Drive, DalCleo11 Lyles, Littl e Rock; Arka n sas, No las, T exas, Nov e mb e r 3:
Th e Lord's wo·rk ve mb e r 4: Durin g October, the f irst month
a t Pleasant Grove church is progressing. of our new fiscal y e ar, our co ntributions
During October we had thre e to place m e m- averaged $1,703.51 per Sund ay .
Last Sun Our d ay the contribution was $1,9'19.49, and Bib ers hip with us and three r es tor ed.
attendance is at a r ecor<Jl high a nd the con - ble school attendanc e was 717. Thi s was the
tribution a lso. Pray for u s tJ1at this may b e ginning Sunday of our ninth year with
continue to be th e manner of our lif e. vVhen thi · co ngregati on.
Three placed membe r in Dallas, worship with us .
s hip and one w as b a ptiz e d th e past f ew
clays.
Dill lUcCown, P. 0. Box 201 , L ib e rty, T ex A. L. Harbin, 109 14th Str eet, Vallejo, Calias, November 8: I was called to N ixo n NoFour hav e been r e vember 3 to officiate at the funera l of fornia, Novemb e r 1 :
Brother W. H. Hahn , minister to the N ixon stored h e re the l ast two Sundays, amd our
congregation.
On Friday, Nov e mb e r 6, we mid-week attendance is at the hi g h est point
Bro th er
returned to New Braunfels where I r ead on record for · thi s ~o ngr egation.
the cer e mony for , V-1. F. M e n ges and Miss H. P. Cooper of Dinuba will preach in our
Next
Mae Layer. It was good to be again in the m ee ting beginnin g tomorrow night.
midst of the New Braunfels brethren. Bu- .Jun e, the Lord willing, we sha ll move to
ford Pitman now labors there.
Ou r work Abilene; and m y tim e will b e d evo t e d to
Congrega in Liberty' promises to be pl easa nt and w" pr each in g- in go s pel m eet in gs .
tions desiring my se rvic es for s u c h wor l\:
co nt e mpl ate a profitable l abor h ere.
may write me in Vall e j o until June 1.
Hood 'Vilkins, 3210 How a rd, Fort \ Vorth,
Denn Brookshire, 3816 33rd, Lubbock, TexTexas, November 2:
October was a great
month for the church in Oa kl awn . There as, Octo ber 27: Afte r almost six year~ work
were t e n respon ses, two baptism s, t wo res- with the 9th · and Columb ia co ngr e gation in
torations, four placing membership, and two Plainview, Texas, I moved to Lubbock last
both placing memb ers hip and b e in g r es tored. May , to work with the Suns e t co n g r egation.
We had the highes t average attenda n ce in Sin ce moving- h ere nine hav e been baptized,
Bible study in the history of the co ngre - nin e 1· es tored and forty added by memberI have preac h e d in nin e m ee tings
gat ion-251.
We had a record attendance ship .
at the midweek service with 191 present last thi s y ea r which h ave result ed in twentyWednesday night. Also, in Octob e r we had e ight b a ptisms a nd ninety- e ight r es toraour largest contribution on r eco rd, and the tions. The meetings were at: Cre cent Hill
highest average contribution. At th e pres- in Brow nfield, Hale Ce nt er, Tahoka, Here ent we have t h e greatest numb e r of active ford, Acuff, Ida lou, a ll in T exas; Fort Sumworkers in the congregation we h ave ever n e r, New Mexico; two here at Sunset and I
had. Work on our n ew c lass ro oms is pro- taught a Teach e rs' Training Co ur se in Lovgressing nicely.
God is richly bl ess ing us ington, New M ex ico . The church in Lubbock
in every way.
is growing.
Elbriflge lJ. Liun, 1903 Univ e r s ity Ave n •Je,
Austin, Texas, November 5:
During the
month of October fifteen placed memb e rship,
four were baptized, and two were r esto red
at the University Avenu e congreg·at io n. , A
lady was restored and plac ed m e mbershi p
this past Lord' s d ay.
Broth e r Ray Me Glothlin, who directs the Bibl e C h a ir h e re,
preached Oc t ober 18 and 25 while I was
away in a · meet ing with the fine Glenwood
congregation in Tyl e r, T exas.
Br·o th e r p_
D . Wilmeth is the faithful pr eac h e r wor king with tho se good brethren.
He h e lped
greatly in the meeting. Three s~uls were
b aptize d. The brethren as k ed m e to r e turn
in 1955.'
John H. Banister, Dallas, T exas, Nove mber 2: I have l earn ed recently that Broth e r A. L. Harbin of 109 14th Str eet, V a llejo,
Califo rnia, plans to move to Abil e n e , T e xas,
in the winter to educate hi s c hildre n and
to devote all of his time to meeting work.
I want to commend Brother Harbin to the
broth'e rhood. I have known him for about
twenty years. He has been pr eac hing for
that l ength of time, mostly in Oklahoma.
Brother Harbin is sound in faith, holy in
life, and a very earnest preach-e r of th e g·os pel. I would lik e to s u gges t that brathren,
who are in need of a preacher 1to h o ld their
meeting, contact Brother Harb in.
I knew
Brother Harbin in Oklahoma when I lived
there a nd have h ad an opportunity to observe his work.
1 am sure h e needs no
particular
commendation
from
me,
but
l<nowing of his plans, I am taking this liberty to infor m th e b,r et hren of th e m.

W. 'Voodrow AJien, Kearn ey, N e braska,
November 1:
Thr e e h ave placed membersh ip wit-h us during October, but th e total
m embership remains about th e same as it
was at the fi\rst of the year b eca use severa! have moved away. We hav e not been
able to do anything on our building becaus e
of insufficient funds . ·we still nee d abo u t
$7,0 00 .00, and if we h ad this a m o unt we
co uld borrow, eno u g-h to build a small attr ac tiv e building. The c hurc h her e, and in
a ll of Nebraska, is hampered beca u se of poor
·bu ildin gs and buildings that are unattractive. How lon g we will be hamper e d can
be answered by Christians and churches in
o ther s tates, for w e only h ave a bout 1000
members in a ll of Nebraska. It wi ll be a
lo ng time befor e we will be ab l e to improve th e situation v ery mu c h.
vVhat are
yo u w illing to do about it? I b eg in a meet ing in Beatric e, Nebraska, November 2.
Brother Homer Wolfe, Jr. is the pr each e r
: here .
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Leonard c . Wnggo11er, 7606 Linden .St r eet,
Houston 12, T exas, November 9 : The Broadway Chu rch of Christ in Houston has just
co mplete d a gospel meeting w i th A. E. Em mons, Jr., of Sheffield, Alabama, doing the
pr eac hing·. Th ere were three baptisms, five
r es torations , · a nd two placed membersh ip.
Brother Emmons did so me wonderful preaching.
Th e congr ega tion was strengthened
throug h his efforts here.

ll<lorris Moore, Hubbard, T exas, October
28: I c losed a m eet ing with th e church in
Granbury, Texas, the 9th of October with
no vi s ibl e results
Thi s was my old home
•town , and we had many visitors present at
eve ry serv ice. A g-reat time for r e joicing
was expe rienced last Lord's d ay h e re in
Hubbard when seven came forward conf ess in'g sins and asking- for the prayers of
th e congregation.
Also one of this g r oup
p lace d membership.
Interest is still good
h e r e in every part of our work. Contribution h as shown an in c rease each month for
the past ten months. For all of these bless ings we humbly thank God a nd give him
the glory for it all. When passing , through
Hubbard we invit e you to worship with us_
NURSE NEEDED
Pepperdine College n ee d s a
r eg istered
nurse for its Medical Center. Position pays
well a nd offers opportunity for a service
to Christian education. Applicant m u st be
member of the c hurch of Christ. Persons
interested in this position should correspond
with:
DR. WILLIAM L. ALLEN, Director
of Student Health, Pepperdine College, 1121
West 79 Street, Los Angeles 44, California.

LISTEN

HERALD OF TRUTH
ABC Network 1:00 P .M., Sun.
Sermon: Nov. 22, "The Authority
of the Bible."

.
Succed~/uf Weelin~
Are Advertised Meetings
Send for free sample booklet "How to Plan Your Meeting Publicity" and learn
about the special Advertising Edition of the Just A
Moment. Write card today to
JUST A MOMENT
QUINLAN, TEXAS
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"\V, s. Wiley, 503 E . Huisache, Kingsville,
Texas, October 26: Our fall meeting with
L. R. Wilson preaching, closed Sunday night.
Three were baptized, three restored and two
placed membership. One other was restored
here a few days before the meeting began.
Our work is very encourag ing.
I am to
speak in a lectureship at Robstown this
week.

C. B. Glasgow, Houston, Texas, Octo1ber
26: I preached for Brother Charlie Metcalf
to a very attentive and appreciative audience yesterd a y.
Brothe r Metcalf is doing
excellent worl;: as local minister at Brookshire, but lives in Katy, Texas. The Lord
willing, I will preach at Grub Hill in Hill
County Nov emb e r 15th. The Sealy church
is doing· fine on their new building.

.James W. Reynolds, Pueblo, Colorado, Oc tober 27: One was restored and one baptized here at Pueb lo yesterday. The meeting with the Irvington church of Christ, 25
N. Layman Avenue, Indianapolis, India.na,
came to a close Wednesday evening, October 21st.
Exceptionally fine interest was
manifest during this meeting, with three
being baptized and several restored and
identified .
Cec il Willis followed Brother
Ear l West as an evangelist for this congregation.
He's gott.,en off to a good start
there and was a fine co -worker.

Will W . Sl:~ter, Fort Worth 11, Texas, November 2 : The meeting at Gospel Chapel,
Licking, Missouri, resulted in one baptism
and two restorations. Good was done otherwise.
This leaves me in a meeting in
Jackson, Michiga n. It starts off in a good
way. My next work will be a singing school
in Dixon, Missouri, beginning November 14.
So far as I know now, it will close my work
for the year. If any congregation can use
me in a singing sc:p.oo l or me et ing, I w ill
be g lad to hear from you.

0. R. Perkins, 302 W. California Street,
Ruston, Louisiana, October 28 : Eight months
ago we moved from Denton, Texas, and began work with this congregation.
Many
things have been done s ince that time. The
debt on our building, which a little over a
year ago was $12,00<;, is · now less than
~5,000; our building has been air-conditioned;
eight have responded to the invitation; the
church has sponsored several gospel meetings near here; and we seem to be growing
more in a spiritual way . I'm beginning my
eighth meeting tonight at Ringgold, Louisia na. We have had opportunity to appear
on thTee ·lectureships in this locality. The
Lord is blessing the work and we give him
all th e honor and glory. Pray for us a nd if
)•fJU a re through Ruston come by to see us.

J. D . Rothwell, 1004 E! Sereno Drive, Bakersfield, California, Octob e r 26 : I enjoyed
the meeting w i th Santa Rita and Mabel
·Church in Tucson, Arizona, October 5-14. Attendance wa!:. good throughout the meeting..
Brother C. C. Go bb ell is doing fine work as
local evangelist. Worl;: continu es to growwith Central in Bal<ersfield . Two were baptized yesterday.

Elton D. Dilbeck, 1335 Grana da Drive, New
Orleans 22, Louisiana, October 25: October·
has been a great month for the ch urch in
New Orleans.
A profitable meeting wasconducted with three being baptized and>
three being reclaimed. Horae€ W. Busby
was the evange list. New r c ords were posted for Bible school attendance and monetary
contributi ons. Refrigeration units were in,stalled in our aud itorium. Plans were completed for the work to be estab lished in.
!the Gentilly sect ion o'f our city. The new
congregation will begin meeting at 3014 Elylllax T. Nee!, 5651 McCormicl;:, Houston 23, sian F ie lds Blvd., on November 1. We hope
Texas, Octob er 29: Every phase of our wQrk it won't be long before w e w ill be ab l e to
cont inu es to be very encouraging. We had establish other new works in New Orleans.
fOur to place membership last Lord's day,
and the Lord's day .before there was one bapR. E. Dn,•is, Sr., St.· Petersburg, Florida,
tized and one restored. We have had 40 October 26:
The work here at the Ninth
responses since we came here the 16th of Avenue Church ofe Christ continues to grow
August, 33 of whicl-i have been actual addi- in all lines. Yesterday (Sunday) we had
·tions to our worl<ing forces. Of this num- five additions .
Three placed membership,
ber, some sixteen were baptisms. Our mem- and two were baptized. · One was from a
bership now stands at 241, and our class Baptist ·fam ily, the other a Homan Catholic
attendance has been near 225 for the last l ady. Both were a dults. Crowds continue
several weel;:s.
Our budget is. $670.00 a to increase.
Interest is at a very high
week, and we've averaged that most every level. Th e church is at peac e with one anw ee k of late. We're g·rateful to our heav- other, and almost all are working in the
interest of the Master's k ingdom. Nothing
e,y father.
but the transforming gospel of Jesus Christ,
Robert G. Cook, Box 573, Springhill, Lou- cons istent work with prayer and faith, can
isiana : The end of October brought to a c'ope with the problems which Satan thrusts
close our third month of work with the upon the world today.
brethren at Springhill.
So far our work
has been a pleasant one, a nd we leo!<: for"\Villiam B. Kug·hn, Jr., 506 Cotton Avenue,
ward to doing great er things in the Mas- Caruthersvill e, Missouri, Nov ember 2:
"I
ter's vin eyard. Springhill is a fine place to have resigned from the work here in Cawork and live. vVe have one of the largest ruthersville and will begin with the C en paper mills in the south located here.
tral Church of Chri·s t in Anniston, Alabama,
last Saturday and Sunday, Brother Goble of November 15th. We have certainly enjoyed
Dix ie Inn, near Minden, Louisiana, was en- our work here in Caruthersville and appregaged in a discussion with a Mr. K. V. ciate the unity and God fearing Christians
Reeves of Paducah, Kentucl;:y, of the Unit- who make up this congregation. I am glad
ed Pentecostal Church concerning the re- to have witness ed the steady growth, inceiving of Holy Spirit baptism by church crease in contribution, record breaking atmembers today.
Brother Goble presented tendance for all services, new equipment
his l esson in a fine manner, establishing his added to the plant, and the b e ginning of
arguments beyond possible doubt of the the building of the twenty thousand dollar
honest inquirer for truth: but his opponent annex. One hundred and nineteen have been
in a ridiculing manner evaaed the plain added to the church. The church is in extruths ; hopping and skipping about in a cellent condition to move onward to larger
manner to deceive his followers, taking growth.
Anyone interested in coming to
from them the truths as pres ented by Broth- this field ma.y contact Denver Fike, Caruther Goble.
e r sv ill e, Missouri , Phone 468 .
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Jesse Broolcshire, Morton, T exas, November 2: It was our privilege to be associated with Wilburn Whittington and the
North Jefferson Street church in Mt. Pleasant, T exas, in a gospel meeting October 1925. This meeting was well attended by the
nei!ghboring
congregations.
On
Tu esday
night we had twelve different congr ega tions represented, and some of the m from
a distance. The ch urch was made stronger
in the faith, with two additions by baptism.
Interest here is at an all time high. We
made a new r ecord in Bib l e schoo l attendance, October 18th with 196 pr esent, and a
record for the mPnth. Since our last report
we have had 10 responses here. I go next
to Pla in s for a meeting, November 16th,
which brings to a close my meeting work
for this year. I still have some available
time for 1954. If I can be of assis tance to
you write or call me. When passing this
way, s top and worship with u s.
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U . R . Forrest, Al{rOn, Michigan, November
Oliver
C.
Cunningllam,
406
Chestnut,
Cecil B. Douthitt, P . 0. Box 67, Brown Two baptized ancl three p l aced memCookeville, T en n essee, October 30 :
I am wood, Texas, November 9: Three were hap - 2:
in toucl<l with severa l congregations in need tized and one placed membership on the bership h ere th e past two weeks. Almost
of full time preachers. Any preachers in - past two Sunday s here at Southside in every week snows · a,n increase in attend ance, contributions and memb ership.
:- terested, may write me.
Brownwood, T exas .
Frank Trayler, Chaplain (lllaj.) USAF, P .
Cornelius c . Abbott, 401 N. Park, Seminole, Oklahoma: Nine added here the past 0. B€>x 207, Boerne, Texas, October 26: Two
few weeks . I closed my last •meeting for fine airmen were baptized into Christ yes One will be an officer when he
1953 at Dell City, Oklahoma, November 1st terday.
Th e r e were thirty-four present
with three baptized. Promised to return in graduates.
1955.
Have conducted me e tings this year Rt our 1 :00 P.M. service in Chapel No. 4,
in
Memphis,
'.rennessee;
Dayton,
Ohio; Lackland Air Force Base.
Stroud, McLoud, L i ttl e in Ol, lahoma with a
W. Ray Votaw, 3·16 Indiana Stre e t, South
number baptized and severa l r esto red.
Houston, Texas:
Brother J. W. Davidson
of Kansas City, Missouri, ju st concluded a
William Henry Hale, of 1601 East 19, St.
series of gospel services here in S'outh HousCheyenne, Wyoming, is looking for a locaton with Jam es Patterson directing the singtion where the altitude is .lower than in
in g. Visible results were four baptized, two
Cheyenne. It is more than 6,000 feet above
r esto rations, and one placing membership.
sea l eve l here, and my wife can't · stand it.
.,V e were strengthened thro u gh Brother Da I have been here from Covington, K en tucky,
vidson's plain and forceful t eachin g.
We
more than two years, and s h e is getting
r eco mmend him for his enthusiasm and abilworse. • I am 55 years old, and have been in
ity.
the work for more than thirty years. You
can contact me at the above address.
Trutuan E. St•riug, Corpus Christi, T exas, ·
November 5: The Hillcrest Church of Christ
Preston Cotham, 2000 Oak l and Bou l evard, in Corpus Christi, Texas, will e nd a fine
Fort Worth, Texas, October 29: "Yesterday meeting tomorrow night, with Brother Fred
brought to a close the best meeting we hav e McClung of Oklahoma City doing the preachever had here at M eadowbrook
Perry B. in g. To date, we have had · 16 responses ( 4
Cotham of Nashvill e, T e nness ee, did the baptisms-12 restorations).
Prior to our
preaching, and did it well. There were 12 meeting here , the writer conducted a meetbaptized, four placed memb ershi P. ancl three ing in Woodsboro, T exas, where George
restored. Among those baptized was a Bap- Ewing is the preacher, with two eaptisms.
tist preacher, a young m a n of much ab ility, I l eave November 8th to beg in a meeting in
the son of a Baptist preacher. Th e inter es t Hartford, Connecticut wh i ch will start No and attendance were the best we have ever vember 11th and last through Novembe1; 18.
h a d here. L a,st Sunday we set a n ew Bible Brother W. E. Hebbard is the preacher for
schoo l record, 445 . We now have about 430 the Hartford congregatio n, and -I am lookmembers . This is th e best and fastest grow - in g forward to worldng with him and the
in g congregation I h ave ever wor k ed with. church in that part of the country.
We are now two years and two weeks old.
When in Fort Worth worship with us at
.Joe Malone, Fort Worth, Texas, October
2001 Oalcland Boulevard.
31: The West Berry church in Fort Worth
has just concluded a gospel meeting with
Ii:. lU. Kell~·. Box 436, Alice, T exas, Octo - the preaching being done by Brother Lloyd
b e r 26: Yesterday was a goo d d ay for the Connel of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Five were bapehu rch in Alic'e.
T wo placed membership tized into Christ and seven others were reand two confessed sins.
There h ave b een sto r ed to the Lord's work. On the final day
several who have obeyed the gospel s ince of the meeting, Sunday, October 25th, ther e
my last r eport.
Our attendance, interest were 696 in Bible school and the average
and contributions are at a peale
Brother attendance for the month of October in BiRobert R. Price will do the pre aching in our ble school was 641. For the new fiscal year
fall meetirig which begins November 8th. beginning October 1st, the budget is set
The songs will be directed by local talent. for $74 ,000 .00 which excee ds last year's bud~
One 1Hmclred and sixty attended B ibfe study ge t by $10,000.00, and of which s um $41,last ·wednesday· night. Th e church her e is 0frO.OO is for preaching the gospel in oth e r
blessed by having the best Eldership I have places and alre.<J.dy allocated to certain work.
worked under.
They have their m eeting
every weel{ to plan the work of the church.
B~OOKLYN,

J . E<l Ulnml, Box 848, Moses Lake , Wash -

'

ington, November 6 : I am now in a good
gospel meeting in Gilman C i ty, Missouri,
a nd various surrounding congregations at;e
ass istin g in this effor t.
Our evangel istic
effort in Hamilton was enjoyable, and
Brother Fred F e nton has been laboring with
them. From here we go to J a m esport, for
four nights, one night at the L a k e congre gation near Brimson, and th e n one night
in L awrence, Kansas, an d plan to spend the
18th and 19th with Van Brunt and Twin Citi es in the Kansas City area. If the Lord
wills, we shall plan to ret u r n to the wo r k
in Moses L ake, Washington, as soon as our
meetings are over .
We are schedu l ed to
speak a t th e Cal dwe ll, Ida h o, and Oth e ll o,
Was hin g t o n , l ec tur eship s this fa l l. B r ethren, the work of the k ingdom is p r ogr ess i ng, and t hings a r e l ookin g up fo r the L o r d's
cau se. L e t's a ll p u t our h a n d to the p l ow,
s h o ulder t o t he w h ee l, a n d h ear ts i n th is
great work of sav in g so u ls, a n d l eadi ng
p eo ple to our Lord.

NEW YORK

CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. !\larks Avenue
Broeklyn 13, New York
WILLIAM N . FRYER-Evangell•t
ROGER W. HA.WLEY- Evangeli•t
Snnday- 10:00 A.•.lU. and 6 :00 P .M.
Wednes day- 7" :30 P.M.
Phon e:

PResident

4-4736

Clarence A . Price, Rt. 9, Box 2021, Waco,
Tex as, October 29 : Two baptiZed last week.
On e at the Wednesday night services and!
the other at the Lord's day morning serv ice. The e ld ers are planning to build a new
audi tori urn in th e near futHre. The growt~
of this congregation is going to force us
to build before we are financially able t o
build.
Ruymoml ·C. Kelcy, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, November 1.: The m eet ing at Ten th
and Broad in Wichita Falls, Texas, res ulted
in thirty - three r esponses, sixteen of t h ese
being baptisms . This was my fifth meeti ng
with this excellent church.
Paul McClung
is doing a n outstand ing work th e re. Thomas
Sullivan l ed the singing in a commendable
m anne r. I hold a meeting at my home congregation, Tenth a nd Francis in Oklahoma
City, beginning November 8.
1

.

.

I~.

llen tley, 2 North "F" Street, Heri ngton, Kansas, October 26: Wife and I moved
to this missi on field on October 1. There
a r e only 15 faithful m e mbers of the Lord's
church in this town of 4,000.
Tw e lve de nominations are a lready entrenched. Wheat
farming and sheep raising are the main farm
activities.
The Rock Island Railroad has
shops h e r e . We need a number of Christian fam ilies from T exas and Ol{lahoma to
mov e here, g et employm ent, an d help us
build up the church here.
There are · a
nume e r bf good towns within a raclius of 3()
mil es of h ere where the true church is un kn ow n . Truly the harvest is white and labor ers are few in this area ! We are now
building a nic e house of worship h e re on
Highway 77. When passing, stop and wor-.
ship with . us.
J.
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Jesse 111 . Ji:elley, Box 1381, Port Arthur,
T exas, October 26: Since las t repo rtin g to
the Firm Founda tion 26 h ave a dd ed the ir
stre ngth to our work h e r e at D eQuee n B o u -,
Tw e lv e of these wer e b apt ized.
l ev a rd.
Since coming h er e June 1 we h ave averaged
a bout thr ee a ddition s p er Lord' s day.

F 0 UN DATI O'N

J . T. lUurliu, Sweetwater, T exas : This w eek
three h ave bee n baptized and one restored.
Tho se b ap tiz ed were from denominations.
We are h aving fine inter es t in our classwo rk here at 4th an d Elm.
John H . Gerrur<l, .707 N. Lake Street, Aurora, Illino is, October 26:
Our fall m eet 'i ng closed h e r e last ni ght with o n e r es toration the on ly v is ible r es ult. Some goo d
gospe l l essons were presented by Ru sse ll
H. Bankes of N ew Philadelphia, Ohio. Th e
worl< h e r e is pro gress ing ni ce ly w i th a
g reat.er numb er of visitors co min g to almost
every se r v ice.
In sp ite of lib er al ism a nd
mod ernism running rampant in the Chicago
a rea we hav e a f a ithful group h ere in Au rora. Th e good work at J o li e t is making
progress. On e was b a ptiz ed there last night.
Visit u s wh en coming- our way. Th e church
in Aurora m eets a t 529 C lark Street.

Pnu l lUcCiung, Wichita F a lls , T exas , November 6: R ay mond Kelcy did th e pr eaching in a m ee tin g. at th e T e nth and Broad
Church of Christ from October 18·-2 5, which
resulted in 16 baptisms, 12 r es tora tion s , a nd
• fiv e placing m e mb er s hip. This was the b es t
m eet in g the church h e r e h as ha d in years.
Last Sund ay five m ore were baptized, a nd
oth e rs a r e v e ry inter ested. Brother T h omas
F. Sulliv a n m oved h e r e the middl e of Octob e r to serve as ed ucation a l a nd so ng di- ,
rector. He is makjng a r eal contr ibution
to th e e ntl,1usi as m b e ing man ifested in the
wo r k at lOth and Bro ad. W e b e li eve that
th e futur e of the church h e r e is very bright.
Olice '\V. Cruise , R ivers id e Church of
I wi·ll do the p r eachin g in a m ee ting at Christ, Rt. 2B, Kiowa, Kansas, Oc tober 31:
Tu l ia, T exas, from November 17-24.
The se ri es of assemb li es each evening· wh ich
began October 19th came to a close on Oc.J. P o rter Wilhite, 6717 L yo ns Avenue, t obe r 29th during which a g-o od fa t h er and
Houston 20, T exas, October 26 : Yeste rday a good moth e r of three sons were baptized
was a gr eat day w i th u s at L yons an d Ma- into Christ for the remission oJ; their s in s.
j es ti c c hurch in Housto)., Texas. W e brok e Brother Foster L. Ramsey of Tipton, Okl a a n all tim e r ecord f or class attend ance a nd h oma d e m o n s tra t e d his zea l, and knowl ed g-e
a great c rowd fbr all serv ices. Four cam e of o ur Lord and Savior Jesu s C hri st in both
by m emb e rship.
On e man baptized a few his lif e while h e r e and in hi s procla~ation
d ays b efo r e.
All thin gs are going we l l. of th e gospe l in lov e fpr t h e so ul s of the
Buster Dobbs, m y h el per in th e wor l<: here, lost. He was e mph a ti c, a nd ex pr esse d h is
i s in a m ee tin g· a t Ga rden Oaks, but w ill lesso n s with assuran ce .of their tr· uthfuln ess .
be hom e so o n . I pr each on t h e lectu r es hip Hie left h er e with a h earty thanksg·iv ing to
a t Shepherd thi s W e dnes day n ight, w h ich do d by th e broth erhood for his h a ving be e n
will c lose it. I b eg in at Dayton, T exas, n ext permitted to spe nd the el even days with u s .
Monda y night. Those who h ave not o rd ered ·we co mm end
him
to
the brotherhood
one of th e best debates ever between us and wherever h e m ay go fo r the goo d work h e
th e Baptists, should order Warr en-Ballard did h ere.
d e bate from T hos. B. Warren, 5000 Doy l e
Street, Ft. Worth.( Price is $2.50. Y ou will
H . w . lUcCli!Sh, 1308 E. J effer s on , B o ise,
be g lad you did .
ldaho :
My wife, son a nd I moved h ere
a bout t h e middle of September this year.
F . L . Paisley, Rogers, T exas, Nove mb e r 7: ln th e si x weeks t h at we h ave b een h e r e
Twenty-two. years a go I wa s in a m eeti n g th er e h ave bee n o nl y fo ur r es pon ses t o th e
on the east s ide of T e mpl e- a mission meet - invitation, on e bapt is m, o n e c o n fe ss ion of
ing fo r the ch u rch on Avenu e G. A fine fa ults a nd two to place m e mb e r sh ip with u s .
man t hen fifty years o ld d ec id ed to be bap - However we hav e instit u ted seve r a l movet ized the n ext n ig h t.
A! family gath erin g me n ts that w e expect to b ear fruit in the
1
at Ho lland, n ear ther e, . took him away from n ear future . One of those thing·s . is a radio
the m eet ing against hi s .wi ll. It a lso k ill ed program t hat we a r e now putting on over
his i rpmediate Intentions to obey th e gos - KGEM of this c i ty. It o p erates on 10,000
pel. Not till last Tu esday did h e ov ercome watts a nd reache:;. all of the great · Norththat h indra nce. It was my pleasure to bap- west. We are on th e a ir f rom 12:30· to 1:00
tiz e him at Cent r al Church in T e mp l e in P.M. eac h Lord's d ay and can be tuned in
th e Pr ese n ce of hi s Christ ia n wif e and a t 1140 on your di a l. Please announce this
Brother Thomas Scot t, local minist er. All program a nd insist on all listening to it.
th ese y ears the family has · not know n why It can be h eard in m ost a ll of California ,
he h ad not ob eyed the gospel. T h e i n cident N evada,
Wyoming-,
Oregon,
Washington ,
points up the fact tha t w e n eed to watch Canad a and at tim es in Alask a . If you
that innoce nt, little things do not hinde r h ear this progra m e ntitled, " T ruth of the
the truth. T h e man w as responsib le fo r so A irwa ys" will you p l ease d r op us a card
long d e la y; but the reun ion caused h im to o r letter so w e may !mow how far it is be rob the Lord of tw enty years service.
ing- h eard?
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BILLING SLEY-WilHa m Mi tchell B!ll ingsl ey, born J a nu ary 1, 18 76, in J ack so n County,
Tenn essee, di e d in hi s Mannsville, O l<la homa, h o m e Octob er 17, 195 3. For forty - two
years he li ved a Chri st ian li fe . He m a rried
Celi a B rown L oftis t wenty years ago. M. U.
Ayres of Madill, Ok la homa, and Tis homingo's
Brother Wallace R ss is t ed in the funeral se rv ice.
JOHN W. PIGG
Gu n te r, T exas ·
DANIEJ~-G. V. D a ni e l d e p a rt ed this life
October 5, 1953, in the Wolf City hospital
of a h eart attack. H e h a d served as e lde r
in the Gober · church for many y ea r s. His
h o m e was the h o m e of m a n y visiting pr each ers. H e iR surv ived by two so n s: Claude
L. of Paris, Texas, a nd L es li e of Blythe,
Californ ia.
·

Bcu '\Vest. L a mpasas, T exas, October 30:
On added bv t r a n sfer. 387 at prayer m eet ing, a new r ecord, alth ough it was a special
occasio n.

:u. R . . PltiJli!•s, Victoria, T exas, November.
6 : Am in the midst of a fine meeting in
Ingleside, Texas, wi th Brother· Billy Fr iel<:
a nd th e 'b r e thr e n h er e.
Sever a l att ending
w h o see m in ter ested in t h e truth . Pray for
u s an d visit us in V ictor ia .
Y. :u . Gilloert, 191.3 Fra nklin Avenue, D es
Moin eF:, Io,va. No,·en1ber 2:
Our m ee ting
w ith O ln ey, Illinois. was of · two weeks du ration and c l osed . the nig·ht of October 25th
with v is ibl e r esults of six being baptized
and one pl ac in g m e mb ership.
Th e r e w er e
16 co ngr egat io n s renresented during th e
m ee ting. Olney is the home of five good
faithful gospel ]~reachers: Broth ers Luther
T o li ve r , L y le A. Be rry, W i lliam Reed, Loyal
Hall a n a Clarence C rai g . Th ese brethren
were hom e for· m ost of th e m eeting. .I am
now in a m ee tin g w ith vVaun e ta, Nebras k a
co ng.r ega ti o n which be ga n yeste rday m orn ing. Th e r e was a basket dinn er at the n oon
h our fo llowed by ~ n afte rnoon service with
eight congregations being r epr esented. Ex pect to .continu e here thro ugh Nove mber 15.
Hope an d pray for much good to b e accom pli s h ed.

c. ·w. Scott, 301 N. W . 52nd Street, Mia mi,
Florida:
Th e Seventh Av e nu e church of
C hri st in Miami has begun advertising in
Sou t h F lor id a a thirty-lesson course on t h e
B ibl e without cost to students, Claude F.
C~st l e b e r ry a nd L. J . ·Sta n l ey, eld e rs of" t he
co n g r egat ion, reYealed th is week .
After
th e first week of publicity m c; r e than 150
hav e r e qu es ted the l essons. Nin e ty p ercent
of t h ese a r e n ot m emb ers of the c hurch of
C hri st.
Several co ur ses h ave been under
cons id e r at ion - for

CHURCH

601 W est Ma in
Henderson, Texas
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several

weeks

and

th e

neatly printed ser ies of Brother Monroe Hawl ey and other brethren w ill be th e free
course offered. An effort will b e m a de to
distribute th is co ur se m ai nly a mong nonm e mb e r s.
Th e co urs e w ill be offered to
m e mbers of t h e Seventh Avenu e c hurch in
a spec ial c lass d es ig n ed to prep a r e the prosp ec tiv e t each ers.
Th e l ocal 'church paper,
''The M essenger," " Th e Hera ld of Truth"
broadcast, ot h er c hurc h es of the area a n d
a noth e r weekly broadcast, "Know Your B ibl e" w ill g iv e public ity to th e progr am of
teach ing by m a il in g th e word of God. "As far
as we know thi s will be the first effort
among South F l or ida c h urch es i n s u ch an
e ndeavor," s t a tes C. W. Scott, evangelist of
th e church.
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Q Q
Pleasing God

Paul wrote this to the Galatians who had adopted so,mething more than the gos.pel as a rule of faith and practice,
"For do I now per~uade men or God? Or do I seek to please
men? For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant
of Christ" (-Gal. 1 : 10). By his first question, Paul means
this~hall I try to persuade God to change his way, or
shall I try to persuade men 'to change their ways? There is
only one answer-God is "without variableness, neither
shadow of turning." So it is a loss of time, and perhaps a
sin, to try to persuade God to change his way . .Man must
do the changing.
T11en the apostle asks, "Or do I seek to please men?"
All who are familiar with Paul's way of doing are well
aware that he was not a pleaser of men. If Paul had been
ambitious · to .please men, he never would have changed his
religion from Judaism to Christianity. The apostle brought
upon himself great persecution by refusing to conform to
the ways. of men. Paul approved Judaism and heathenism
wherever he met them. He never tried to ascertain the senthnents of the people before he preached his sermons, so he
would know better how to preach without getting on people's toes . Under no circumstances did Paul try to please
I
men.
In the third place, Paul declares, "For if I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ." This plainly
shows that Christians cannot 'please both God and men-if
t hey do all that God wants them to do, they will displease
men; if they do all that men want them to do, they will displease God.
But many church members are like the school teacher
who applied for a position in school. A member of the school
board asked · hi!Il if he taught that the earth is round or
flat. He answered this way-in communities where the people believe the earth is flat, I teach the flat system, but in
communities where they believe the earth is round, I teach
the round system. Whoever eonceived the idea that the way
to find out what the truth is, is to a.sk the people?
Looking Unto Jesus
"Looking unto Jesus, the author and ' finisher of our
faith" (He b. 12: 2). In· running the Christian race some people look only to themselves !or guidance. If their wisdom
suggests and their conscience approves a certain course,
that is the way they go . .A.s a guide the Bible does not mean
much to them. In fact they cannot tell us what the Bible
is for. They do not recognize its authority in all religious
matters.
Then there .are others who look to men for guidance in
the Christian raee. They ask men what they must do to be

saved. These men are not inspired; so, by their own wisdom
they do no.t know how to answer this important question. It
Is very unfortunate that so many people would rather follow· the advice of men who are not inspired , than to follow
th e teachings of Jesus and the apostles.
The only one to whom we can look with assurance is Jesus. He never leads men in the wrong way. His guidance
is infallible. But that does not mean that men who follow
him are infallible. The best followers take many awkward
steps. That is because they are human. The grace of God
provides bridges for the weaknesses of men; without that
no one would be saved. The best men are sinners saved by
grace. In human blindness, men are prone to err. But by
looking unto Jesus men can safely reach the goal.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

As I Remember If
A. R.Holton
It was in December, 1949, that I entered Sabinal Christian

College at Sabinal, Texas. My family had recently moved to
B'a.llinger, Texas, from our old home in Robertson County,
Texas. Our nearest trading center in Robertson County was
Kosse, Texas, in Limestone County. We lived on what was
known as Head's Prairie. It got its name from an old settler, Jesse Head, who lies buried in the old Head cemetery.
Sabinal Christian College had been founded only a few
years. The editor of the Firm Fnundation, G. H. P . Showalter,
had been president in the early days of the college. In 1909,
I. E. Tacket't was president. As3ociated with him in the
classroom work WaB W. A. ·Schultz, in Bible; E. L. Mills,
in Latin and Greek; Mack Tackett, in mathematics. These
were some of the leading teachers in the school. All of these
are still living at this time except Brother W. A. Schultz.
He taught the Bible and his class came at 4 o'clock in th e
afternoon. There was no athletic program so his class ran
until the bell rang for supper. These two hours at the end of
the '!lay are considered hard hours for teachers, but he held
his classes a t a high point of interest for these two hours,
every day through nine months of the school year. I ~ave
had many teach.ers since then but I think he was the best
teacher I ever ha'li. He was a self-made man, a natural teacher, and I think one of the most brilliant preachers our great
brotherhood has produced. He took his turn on Sunday mornings at the church to preach, a.nd his Sunday was a great
day for all the students . The people in the community came
to hear him .
The Sabinal Christian College in those days hall debating
societies and much importance was attached to public i!peak-
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ing. An inter-society debate · was held in the spring of 1940
at the big downtown tabernacle, which seated several hundred people. As I remember, it. was packed on the night of
the debate. This is in great contrast to intercollegiate debating now where the debaters and the judges and maybe a few
spectators gather in a classroom and hear the debate. The
big crowd now is at the stadium and at the gymnasium. I
am not passing judgment, I am simply stating .the facts.
The college at this time made much of its chapel exercises, which came at 10 o'clock each morning. The largest
and best furnished room in the school building was use<Lfor
this gathering of the students at worship. It was used · at
times on Sunday for public worship. But the students at Sabinal for the most part went to the downtown congregation.
In fact, for most of the time, the downtown church was the
only meeting place of the brethren at Sabinal. Charles A.
Buchanan was a fellow student. Brother Buchanan now lives
at Glenrose, Texas, and in a recent letter to me said, "Remember me to our old teacher, E. L. Mills." He is an elder
of the 16th and Decatur Streets Church of Christ in :Washington, D. C. Ralph Robinson was a fellow student and a
minister but Ralph has been dead several years. He died
in Stephenville, Texas, while minister of the church of Christ
there. C. J. Robinson of ·F t. ·W orth lived at Sabinal and I think
did some school work.
The school building was a large brick building, money for
which had been raised locally from members of the church
·and from the town of Sabinal. There 'Were two dormitorie·s
on the campus. The bathhouse at the men's dormitory was
a separate building from the dormitory. A special water
heating arrangement had been made and the heat came
from wood fires ·in a stove fitted for heating water. This
stove was fired up at 1 o'clock on Saturday afternoon and
was available from 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. As I recall it, at no other
time during the week was its facilities available.
1910 saw the death of Mark Twain. ·I remember reading
it in the newspapers that came to us in the library: 1910 was
four years before the first world war broke out in Europe.
1910 was a year when many people thought that world .p eace
had come and that we would never have another war .. It
seemed that many thought that .poverty had been overcome.
In general, it was a very hopeful period. We did not know
in those peaceful school days that within four short years
the world would · enter a conflict which has not been concluded. It was tho.ught a wild statement when somebody predicted in 1914 that the world was entering another 100 years
war.
Sabinal Christian College was one of many such schools
that sprung up in the South and Southwest, all within a f ew
years of each other. They sprang up everywhere because the
need was universal and also demanding. Education has been
one of the demands · that God has placed upon his people.
He gave Moses instructions how to perpetuate and carry on
the great things of their history. Parents were given the
first responsibility. Moses himself was learned in the art
and wisdom of the Egyptians and had been taught greater
things by his moth,er. This school in 1910 -presented a unique
educational process. There were boys and gi.rls enrolled who
would not have been' given a chance in a public school. They
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were too old and they were too far behind. But in a school
like that at / Sabinal they were given an opportunity. The
teachers believed in this educational undertaking. It was a
happy family. Religious life was not something tacked on
with other phases of life. As I look back upon those years,
the emphasis there was on the spiritual and everything else
connected with the school was tied in with this great aim to
develop spiritual life. The climate in Uvalde County, Texas,
is mild and there was great opportunity for outdoor exercises. These outdoor athletic events had 'not reached the point
of inter-college competition.
It was in 1910 that I first tried to preach in the little
church at Utopia, Texas, near Sabinal. To reach Utopia you
had to cross the Sabinal River three or four times. Many
of these congregations in Uvalde County opened their doors
to the boys and rendered a great service by using them . It
was in the fall of 1910 that Brother Tackett came to me and,
said that Brother Sprott at Laguna, Texas, wanted someone
to come there and hold a meeting in the schoolhouse. Lag~na is 25 miles north of Uvalde and is near the Nueces
River. He said that there was no one else to go and that he
would like for me to answer this call from Brother Sprott.
It was in the spring that he came to me with this request.
School would be out in a few days. In the early days of June,
we went to Laguna for this meeting. We took the train at
Sabinal, Texas, for this short ride down to Uvalde, Texas,
and then we took the mail hack to Laguna. Laguna consisted of one small store in which the post office was located. As I remember, this store was owned and operated by
two very interesting gentlemen from the old world. Their
native land, as I remember, was Scotland. The meeting began on a Saturday night and conti:a.ued over three -Sundays.
Brother Tackett had tol« me that it was a mission meeting
and that he did not know how much pay there would be for
me in the meeting. On the last s .u nday, Brother Sprott announced that all who wanted t& have fellowship in the meeting could put the money on the table. The Nlueces country
was · a ranch country and men attended this meeting in ranch
clothing and were outfitted as .cattle punchers. On this Sunday you could hear_ the ·rattle of spurs as men walked up to
the little table and put down their money. Brother Charles
Taylor, now of San AD.toni6, Texas, was the singer. We both
had come to Laguna purely on faith. I owed an entire year's
board bill at .Sabinal which amounted to $108, $12 per month
·for nine months. This was not due until the next September,
but I came in from this meepng . imd went to Brother Tack~
ett's office and peeled off $108 to pay this bill and still had
quite a few greenbacks in my hand. He was startled, and
asked if I had gotten this out of this mission meeting. I told
him yes that' they had paid me for the meeting and had paid
Brother Taylor. Some 15 people were baptized during that
meeting in the Nueces River.
A strange incident occurred. We were baptizing late one
afternoon. The crowd was about ready to leave when a man
rode up on horseback and asked to be baptized. After the
man 'Was baptized, I asked him how he came to know about
the gospel. He said, "I sat on my horse last night in front of
the schoolhouse and heard you preach and I heard you announce that there was to be a baptising here and I came in
from a n eighboring ranch to meet yo u here and was a , little
late. I had made up my mind after hearing you at the school
house to opey the gospel and so I came and so I have obeyed
from the heart."
4801 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
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The Blind Men
L.E. Fooks
Once upon a time there were five blind' men who went to
the circus. They went along until they came to an elephant.
Each in his turn approached the elephant. The first one
moved his hands over the elephant's huge tr.unk and exclaimed, "Why, an elephant is like a large snake." The
second blind man .came forward and touched the animal's
ear and said, "No, my friend, you are wrong, an elephant
is not like a snake, it is like a ve·ry large fan." The third,
hoping to settle the dispute between his neighbors, came up
to the animal and moved his hands over the side of the
beast and being amazed at the understanding of his friends /_
turned to them and said, "I am sorry to i1J.form you, but
both of YOll gentlemen are wrong, an elephant is flat like a
wall." The discussion became heated, the argument grew
stronger. The fourth being displeased with the conduct of
his friends 'and wanting to reconcile their differences, de,cided to check for himself. He came up to the animal, and
b_e.ing a short fellow got hold of the elephant's leg. He was
greatly bewildered and certainly could not understand hO'W
his friends had made such a terrible mistake. He entered
the d'iscussion saying that the elephant was like a tree.
The four blind men continued debating the subject and
things waxed worse and worse, each man saying that he was
right in his contention. The fifth blind man grew impatient
with this useless argument and decided that he 'would end
it once and for all. He approached the animal from the rear
and caught hold of his tail. "What!" said he, "An elephant
is not as you men said, it is like a rope." So the five blind
men argued and fussed and became bitter and even called
each other names that they should not have. After a while a
friend that could see came by and saw the ugly conduct of
his five blind friends and ask.e d what was the matter. Each
displltant spoke in his own way, each thinking he was dead
right. After they were finished the seeing friend said, "I can
see all the elephant clearly, and each of you are only partly
right, let me tell you what an elephant is actually like." He
described the elephant perfectly.
The blind men, being proud and not wanting to il..d.mit
error, turned in reproach, each going his own way mumbling
something like this: "Who does that guy tbjnk he is, telling all of us we are wrong. He thinks he is the only one
that is · right, very narrow-minded ; I know what I feel and
he is not going to take that feeling away from me."
This old fable has come down to us through the elementary
reader and there is a lesson in it for us to help us understand th'e religious confusion in the world today. Each man
had reeeived a different notion as to what an elephant was
like because he was blind and did not investigate fully so
that h e might be enlightened. Because they had their various
notions about the elephant, that did not make them right.
You have heard of these blind men before, but . have you
ever . heard o.f the spiritually blind who draw their cQnclusions from something felt and fail to investigate further?
They establish their whole faith upon a single thought or
verse of scripture and fail to look at the entire gospel. Mankind is spiritually blind and in the world of darkness (Matt.
13:14, 15) ; they refuse to come to the light because their .
works are evil (John 3: 19-21). Paul said, "And even if our
gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them that perish: in whom
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God, should not dawn upon them" (2
Cor. 4:3, 4).
Our spiritually blind friends study only a small portion of
the gospel and get the wrong or an incomplete concept of
Christianity. Some of the blind will quote John 3:16 and

,

Page Th-!:ee

say, "That's it." Others will read Romans 5:1 and s~y we
are saved by faith only; while others who are spiritually
blind will read 1 Peter 1 : 15, 16, and say that Christianity
is "holiness." And in the religious world we have the same
thing repeated until we have hundreds of ideas as to .w hat
true Christianity is like. It is a sad situation indeed, but remember, it is Satan who blinds men's eyes, and the God e!
h eaven is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14':33) .
If all men would lay aside their pride and the traditions ef'
their fathers and cease their evil works and "walk in light:
as he is in the light" the scales would fall from their eyes:
and they would receive their sight. They could then see
clearly the true and complete picture of Christianity. They
could see the ·glory of the religion .o.f our great God, the
peace and tranquility that comes from walking through the
valleys and over the mountains with the Bishop and Sh'epherd. of our souls . All m en everywhere w·ould seek deliverance from the power of darkness and desire to be translated
into the kingdom of the Son of (}od's love.
Anadarko, Oklahoma.

Evangelist, Preacher and Minister

.

OedlAllen
Friends, I read an article not long ago denouncing the
use of the terms: "evangelist, preacher and minister." The
contention was that evangelists, preachers, and ministers in
the New Testament were inspired. Since we have· no · inspired
men . today, we have no evangelists, preachers or ministers.
While it is true that we have no inspired (miraculous) ·men
today, still the man who speaks ·the pure·, un:idulterated
word is guided by the Spirit. Every line written in the· -?i-ord
'was written under the inspiration of the Spirit. When. w·e
speak of the word we are speaking the words o{ ' the ·spir'it:
First, let us notice the word "evangelist." What constituted one as an evangelist? · ( 2 Tim. 4: 2-5). Timothy was ''told
to preaclr the word, do the work of an evangelist. Acts ' 21:
8 speaks of Philip being an evangelist. What did Philip ''do?
He went about from place to place preaching the word and
the duties relative to it. If doing this constituted one an
evangelist, then, doing the same thing now ·would constitute the same. If not, why not?
'•
Second: ·what constituted one •as a "preacher?" (Rom. 10:
14, 15) . "How then shall · they call on h~m in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they believe · in · him of
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without
a preacher? And how shall they preach except they be sent?
As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things!" (2 Tim. 4 : 2)'. "Preach the word ; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, , rebuke, exhort, with. all longsuffering and doctrine" (Rom. 10: 17). "Faith comes by
hearing and hearing by the word of God." What was the
good news? The glorious gospel of Christ which opened the
way for all men to be saved. Not just the Jews. ' If the s peaking of the gospel then constituted one a preacher, it. will do
the same today. If not, why not?
Third: Minister. What does "minister" mean? It means
servant. Ever.y child of G_od should be a minister (servant) .
Jesus said: "But he that is greatest among you, shall be yO'l:ir
servant" (Matt. 23:11). What constituted a minister? One
in those times was constituted a minister when he was a
servant of God, serve'd the sick, served the needy, and served
man's' spiritual needs by breaking unto him the bread of
life, encouraging and exhorting him . If one does the same
today, it will constitute him a minister. If not, why not? N'0,
don't someone get me wrong! I am 'not teaching that women
should be preachers, but there are all these other actS' of
service she can· do, and also teach privately.
Box 50, Plains, Texas.
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A REPORT FROM GERMANY
Ken Hancock
The French Zone of West Germany had practically no Americans in it until about two years ago, · when an agreement
was made to allow the American Army a'nd Air Force occupy
the nortl, half of the French Zone. This area, now .k nown as
Western Are.a Command, with Army headquarters here in
Kaiserslautern, has become the home of the 2nd Armored · Division, numerous supply depots serving Army units throughout Ge11nany, and the 12th Air Force, which has just moved
its headquarters to Ramstein, about 15 miles west of Kaiser$ 1autern. The Vogelweh Dependent Housing Area here is al'Teady the largest American housing area in Europe, and sev•eral hundred more housing units are to be r eady for occu·pancy by next summer.
In October, 1952, four American Christians met for worrshi_p the first time in Kaiserslautern. Each Lord's day since
'i!Jten, a small group has met, first in the French Officers'
Club, and now in rented rooms in a downtown school building.
For the first year, one of our German-speaking brethren has
come each Lord's day from Frankfurt, Heidelberg, Wiesbaden,
Karlsruhe or Stuttgart to speak at the German worship serv·ice, and thep on Sunday night in a German .Service at Pirmasens,
28 miles south of here. L,ast month the Hans Nowaks moved
here from Stuttgart to work regularly with the German congregation. Hans is under the oversight of the Central church
in Nashville.
Although >ve, so far, have only three members in the German ·
congr~gation, we have made several gogd contacts, and Hans
has begun a regular proj!ram with tracts and newspaper advertising which should produce visible results. Record attendance at the German services is twelve.
Attendance at the ,English worsilip service averages 25; the
record is 39. We also have two Bible classes, a training class,
and a regular mid-week service. According to the latest news,
Americans will be in 'Europe for many more years, and Kaiserslautern will play an importallt part in the Am~rican occupation as long as it lasts. Although most of us spend only a year
or 18 months in Germany, each time one of us retti'rns to the
States, a "replacement" soon comes in. We hope to grow in
numbers in. spite of this heavy rotation, and help all we can
with the German work.
Our contributions average $100 monthly, and practically all
of this can be spent on tl:te German work:. Within the past several months a total of $267.50 has been received from the
States for purchase of mimeograph, addressograph plates, etc.
This came from the churches in Vega and Wildorado, Texas;
East Huntsville, Alabama; Indian Mound (Legate Church) and
Woodlawn '(Oakwood Church), Tennessee, and' Miss Evelyn
Payne, of East ~untsville . The, greatest need now is a building
of our own. Although the rented school rooms are clean,
warm, and at prooent large enough, an occasional lecture program or concert forces us to change our regular schedule. '
Instead of meeting just on Sunday and one evening during the
week, we need to have rooms available for Bible classes
throughol:lt the week. And, although w~ all agree that a building is not · "necessary," the people with whom we come in
conta ct here are just like those to be found anywhere-they
-are favorably impressed by a group , that seems permanent
enough in nature to have its own building.
The first step toward obtaining a building seems to be to
rent. one. With the assurance of $100 per month from the outside, we eelieve we can find a su'table building which can
later be purchased. Fo} r:eferel'lces, we invite you to write
Brother Otis Gatewood in Frankfurt or Brother Lloyd Collier
in Wiesbaden, or see Brother Richard Walker from Heidelberg,
who will be spending the next nine months in the States.
'i'his system of sending support directly to . the mission field
may be preferred by some who heretofore have hesitated to
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work through the brethren
the States overseeing' the work
at one or more of the German m'i:ssion points.
Will you not consider this ripe field as you plan your 1954
mission program budget? For furth er information, please write
Lt. K. M. Hancock, 02207404, 432nd Engr. Const. Bn., AP6 227,
care of Postmaster, :New York. '

Who Are HereficsJ
W. S. Willis

R ecently I preached a sermon on th.e above subject, and
many h ave requested that I present it to the Firm Foundation for publication. Therefore I present the following:
Before we enter into the discussion, may we learn what
all Standard Dictionaries define the word "heretick": "One
who holds, or maintains, heretical opinions; subversive of,
or contrary to O-rthodox beliefs; au opinion or doctrine at
variance with fundamental truths commonly received as orthodox, especially if leading to division; religious opinions
at variance with authorized standards of living."
Paul a dmonished Titus in 3:10 that when he came in
cop.tact with one who was an heretick (or heretic) that he
must ~dmonish him at least' the second time before he rejects him. Now if we leave this subject at this point we
can never know who are heretics. Therefore ·we will b;we
to let Paul and Peter tell us.
Who Are Heretics?
In 1 Cor. 11:16-22 Paul tells us who are in the ·first
class of heretics: "But if any man seem to be contentious,
we have no such customs, neither in the church of God. Now
this that I declare unto you I praise you not,1 that ye come
together not for better but for worse. For first of all, when
ye come together in the ·c hurch, I hear there are divisions
among you; and I partly believe it. For there must be also
heresies among you, that they which are approved may be
manifest among you," etc. By what Paul said to the church
at Corinth I understand that contentions and divisions were
brought about by heretics in the church. It is very plain to
me that there were those in the church who were not only
teaching things contrary to "the apostle's doctrin~,'' but were
also practicing customs unknown to the church.
May we turn to Paul again and see what he said to the
church in Galatia (GaL 5:20, 21). Here Paul classes heretics
alongside of all the lustful sin~ of the flesh, and that those
who do such things are heretics and shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.
Let us now turn to Peter and let him tell us what he
understands that a heretic is: "But there were false prophets also among' the people, even as there shall be falS'e teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying tP,e Lord Jesus that bought them, and bring
upon · themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow
their . pernicious ways (destructive ways) ; by reason of whom
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words (counterfeit or false
words) make merchandise (chat ties) of you (for their own
benefit) "-also verses 17, 18 : "The·s·e are wells without
wate\·, clouds that are. carried with a tempest; to whom the ·
mist of darkness is r eserved forever. For when they speak
great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts
of the flesh, through much wantonness (unrestrained lusts),
those that were clean escaped from them who live in error." ·•
Thus we see that those who are heretics in the churck
are very da~gereus and should be shunned and rejected,
and not recognized as leaders, teachers or active members of
the church. For they bring reproach and shame on the blood
and body of Christ. Else by his damnable heresies, he will influence the weaker to follow after his lustful ways and false
teaching. Who will become tools in his "damnable heresies"?
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Now let us sum up and see what we have learned about
heretics and heresies:
1. We have learned that those who are members of the
church and practice their "pernicious, lustful ways in the
church and in their lives are heretics and they bring their
"damnable heresies" into the church.
2. We have learned that members of the church who
cause strife, contentions and divisions in the church are
heretics.
3. We have learned that those who teach a false doctrine in the church are heretics. Those who practice things
contrary to the wo1·d of the Lord are heretics. And God
will utterly destroy them in the judgment.
Are ~'here Heretics In The Church Today?
I wonder if those who have caused d.i vision and are now
causing contentions in the ch urch by bringing into its worship and teaching innovations of man, such as mechanical
instruments of music, missionary societies, woman's councils, rever.ends, pastors, doctors , _ superintendents, and pr!lsidents are not heretics? I wonder if there a re not heretics in
the church who are hindering, retarding and interfering
with the work of the Lord's church, the teaching and preaching his gospel to the ends of the world; those who do not
believe in preparing young men for the preaching of the
gospel in schools and colleges, those who will not let the
members of the Lord 's church study the word in the best
and most effective manner to get the most out of it; those
who restrict and limit their preachers in preaching the whole
and full gospel, by requiring them to preach only such things
as they decree is according to · their opinions, self inter'p retation and dictation of the Scriptures. If I understood what
Paul and Peter said about those who were heretics, and
what is acknowledged by all scholars to be the true definition of the words "heresy and heretics," then ~ am persuaded that there are many heretics in the church today.
And if the indulgence of sinful, lustful worldly things are
heresies, then when I see members of the church who have
no regard for the righteous and holy precincts of the place
of worship by smoking in the house of the Lord before and
after their presence at his table, I am made to wonder if
these are not h eretics\ of the worst typ e, for by their disregard for the conscience of others and by their disrespect for
the Lord's house and by their "pernicious ways" they may
· allure the weak to follow after their sinful examples? Brethren, "Think on these things."
Gustine, Texas.
THE MISSIONARY WORK IN KOREA
,(Continued from last issue )
~o when she was speaking with some of the Presbyterian
church women, the truth which she had in her heart came out
and they. saw the truth. Four women wanted to have a Bible
class to learn ' the truth from Brother Kang's mother. So she
had it and their husbands were joined in it along with others.
They learned the truth from her. The first thing they wanted
was to be baptized as Christ commanded. But who could baptize them? Only she had been· baptized scriptui·ally. Their
hearts were burning to obey the Lord. Finally they raised the
money and sent a young ·man to Korea to get a Christian
preacher to baptize them. He came back to China and baptized ·
all of them . Then the Presbyterian church people in Korea heard
about it and they wrote to their young missionary by saying:
·"We send money to you every month to preach the Presbyterian way, but it seems to us that you did something wrong."
The young preacher was afraid to lose his job. So he said to
his mother-in-law to move out of his house. Indeed, it was very
pitiful for where would she go. The poor old woman has no
home. Just as Jesus once said: "Foxes have holes, birds of the
air have nests; but the son of m~n hath' nowhere to lay his
head." !!'hank the Lord that the true Christians heard about it
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and said to her, "Right, you come out from his house, we will
come out of the Presbyterian church and then we will have a
real worship." So they worship our Lord in truth and spirit
and collected the money every Lord's day to support her. Sister
Kim was one of thein. When she came to · Puyo, she began to
worship the Lord in her home. Brother Man Soo Lee, a Presbyterian church preacher, learned the truth from Sister Kim. He
is the minister there now and is suppored by the Southside
Church of Christ, Mt. Pleasant, Texas. The church is growing:
and they want to have the new church house. The poor Christians there raised $200.00 to build the church house. I think
it is wonderful that they raised that much. Now they need $765
immediately. They are working on the foundation of the building now and want to complete the church house before cold
weather comes. The total estimated cost of the church house
is $965.00. Puyo Church of Christ is supporting some orphans,
for which the Colorado Springs Church' of Christ sent $100.
FutureThe future missionary work in Korea promises to be great,
wonderful and successful; as it is a fact that the terrible war
has caused the Koreans to change their religious ideas as the
Japanese did. The American servicemen have had a great influence on the Koreans religiously. Koreans are basically very
religious. Therefore, there will be a great opportunity to
evangelize Korea from now on.
Brother (Lt! Col.) Max Silvey, who was in Seoul and Taegu,
saw that the Koreans are eager to learn the truth. He suggested
to the Sixteenth and Decatur Church of Christ in Washington,
D. C., that they make a survey of the possibilities there. This
three-week survey and missionary journey through South Korea were completed earlier this year by Brothers Gurganus and
Brown, who reported that there is unequalled opportunity for
evangelization of Korea. Consequently the Washington church
decided to sponsor fully the missionary work ·in Korea. I am
v~ry happy, for since I came to America this time, I have been
wanting to find an American congregation to sponsor the Korean mission work. Brother, Joe Cannon, at the request of the
W ashington church, has also gone to Korea on a five-week
missionary trip, during which he has conducted a Bible training class for preach ers and officers of the church, and baptized 18 Koreans in a single week, many from sectarian bodies. ,
Brethren, the field is ripe unto harvest.

Hud~ons

Sailed For· Italy

P •. D. Wilmeth
Wyndal and Wilma Hudson sailed to their ' work in Leghorn, Italy, the latter part of July. The oversight of the H udsons has been assumed by the elders of the Glenwood Churc;ll
of Christ in Tyler, Texas. The Coleman church in mutu al
agreement with the church in Tyler, made the necessary arrangements for the transfer of oversight. This makes no
change in any way save for their oversight. Those who had
committed themselves to have fellowship with the Hudsons
and who had planned to send to Coleman should note this.
change in oversight and contact the Glenwood church, 807
W. Glenwood Boulevard, Tyler, T~xas.
The Hudsons went to Italy ·with the purpose of establishing the work in Leghorn, Italy. At present there are no
Christians here, so .far as we know. Ambitious plans are
envisioned. for this center of 250,000 population. If anyone
has the name and address of any man in the armed services-,
if such will be sent directly to us, we'll forward the same to
Brother Hudson for contact. There is a military base in
Leghorn, and ' it is our conviction that there may be men
who are members of the Lord's body, who are rrot known to·
us ·as of now.
Those desiring to keep in touch with the work in this area
will be placed on a mailing list by writing us.
Tyler, Texas .
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H. Leo Boles On "Sponsored Cooperation"·
r~1'h1s article which follows appeared under Brother Boles' .
Jname in. the Gospel Advocate of June 29, 1944. It is one of
'the last articles, if not th~ very last, in which he dealt
-with the subject of cooperation among congregations. This
=article was reprinted as a tract and widely circulated in
mrn.ny se~tions of the country. It shows clearly that he did
·not teach what some hav~ represented him as teaching. The
· article folloW'S) :

THE CAUSE OF ClffiiST IN OUBA
H. Leo Boles
Some of the churches of Christ in Floric:la are taking an
active interest in the preaching of the gospel in Cuba. The
Nebi:asll:a . Avenue Church in T ampa, Florida, is receiving
fun-ds to support the preachers who are doing missionary
work in Cuba. The Central church , in Miami, has undertaken
. the task to raise funds to build a ch ur ch house in. Havana.
This is a good work. At this time brethren and ch urches cannot send help to foreign countries as they have done in former times, but they can send hel p to Cuba. Central church,
i n Miami, is to be commended for this act of service. The
writer has he d three ·meetings for Centt·al church. He knows
its elders and conunends tl1e1'n for nndet•taking tlris task.
(Emphasis mine.-:)3CG).
· Central church is not able to buHd the house needed in
H:~vana; lienee, it is asking brethren at this time, when money ·
is'. so ple~tiful, to contribute liberally to this work. It is a
·good ' time to raise funds now when brethren and churches
have mo1~e money than ever before. If anyone wishes further
information about this work, he may write: J. Roy Vaughan,
1161 Northwest 29th Terrace, Miami 37, Florida. All funds
should be sent to this ad-d ress , as Brother Vaughan and the
elders' of the church at Central will be responsible for the
' amount .r aised. The funds will be retained in the United
States until the proper time for building the house.
'l;'he following information concerning Brethren Estevez
and Jimenez was gathered from a co-n versation with George
B. Hoover o1' Tampa, Florida:
Ernest Estevez was baptized by Brother Hoover at the
Nebraska Aven u e Church, in Tampa, Florida , about 1927;
Brother Jimenez, about a year later. (These dates are approximately correct).
They had previously preached for the Methodist and Pres~yterian churches, in missions conducted by these d enominations among the Spanish-speaking people . (Tampa has a very
large population o.f Spanish-speaking people. They came from
Cuba and other points to work in the cigar factories in Tampa.)
Both men are natives of Cuba, both speak English and
Spanish fluently. Brother Estevez was earnestly seeking for
the truth at the time he met Brother Hoover. He had become dissatisfied with denominationalism and had ceased
to . preach for the d enominations. After hearing the truth
taught by Brother · Hoover,' h e was baptized , and later worked
for a iong while under the elders of the Nebras).l:a · Avenue
c hurch, ]ilreaching to the Spanish-speaking people in Tampa.
Brother Jimenez joined him in this· work after he also became a Christian.
In 1937 the Nebraska Avenue Church in Tampa, assumed
t he responsibility to send Brother Jimenez to Cuba. Bro~her
Estevez followed him about a year later. These men are sup. ported by churches in America that make their contribution
through the Nebraska Avenue Churcl1 . (Emphasis mine-B.
C. G.) These _two men still consider themselves under the
directio,n of the elders of the ebraska Avenue church.
They have been thoroughly taught in the Scriptures by
Brother Hoover. They labored in Tampa a number of years

before going to Cuba. They are devout, humble, godly men.
They are free from false doctrine, such as premillennialism.
Some time back they were approached by Don Carlos Janes,
who offered to finance them in their work in Cuba. They
replied to Brother ·Janes that they did not care to break
with the elders of the Nebraska Avenue church in Tampa;
and, furthermore, did not want him to give them any ' publicity or assistance without firs.t consulting the elders of
the Nebraska Avenue church . .
Brother Hoover thinks Brother Estevez is about sixty years
old, and that Brother: Jimenez is about fifty. Younger men
are needed in that field to do the hard traveling and work
in out-of-the-way places. This is another reason why we want
a good church building in Havana.
Some reasons why w·e need a ch ur ch building in Ha-vana:
1. Havana should serve as the radiating center from
which Cuba should be evangelized. Jt is also a tom'ist city,
where many Americans go every year and find no adequate
place of worship ."
2. A good building wo uld give the church opportunity
to teach hundreds of children who might attend classes. It
would serve as an adequate place where Brethren Estevez
and Jimenez could train young men to preach during seasons wh~n they do not do much traveling.
3. It would impress the natives of the sincerity of Christians in America to bring them Nlew Testament C hristianity. It would elevate their ideals and give dignity to the
work. It would give them opportunity to reach thousands o!
people not reached now.
The.. following is a report · of labors in Cuba by Ernest
Estevez, J. R . Jimenez, and their fellow workers during the
past five years:
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1937-40 __ ____ ..: 6,048 194,137 3,733 32 16,466 571 98 147 2
Yearly Average 1,008 32,356 , 622 32 2,742 95 18,845
For 1943 ____ __ 1,592 61,377 1,180 39 9,378 285 45,745
Total _______ 7,640 255,514
702 33 25,833 856 153 ,5 14
This was arranged by Brother Flowers. You will notice the
big increase of 19 4 3 over the other years. More was accomplished in 19 4 3 than all the other four years. This, of course,
indicates that the groundwork is now laid, and the work has
the promise of good increase. It doubtless also indicates that
they have capable fellow workers with them now-men they
have trained since being there.
Onr Goal
We would like to raise $10,000 for a nice, well-constructed
building in Havanli., adequate for church work for years to
come. As yet we do not know much of the cost of such a
building, and will not know until the war is over and conditions settle down. It is very probable that some of the brethren will visit Havana as soon as conditions are desirable to
investigate location, type of building, etc. With what little
notice has so far been made, already $6 13 has been contributed.
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.eS The B"lble Say!
What Do

BEWARE OF FENCE-SITTING
Recent Congressional investigations have at least established the fact that there are some Americans who are sitting
on the fence in regard to Communism.
Certainly we have no excuse to make for any violation of
a citizen's rights whicla any committee may' have committed.
But we do believe that an American citizen,_ whether he be
a university professor , preacher, or farmer, should be willing to get on one side of the fence or the other. To •hide behind ' the fifth amendment is to beg the issue. I believe that
the !Jluistian philosophy and the Communist philosophy of
life are opposed to each other. You can decide which way you
want to go, but you cannot. go both directions at once.
·
This attitude of fence-sitting is a ll too characteristic of our
age. Modernism has so watered down Christianity in the
minds of many that they are not sure they are positively
for or against sin or worldliness or communism. A false idea
of tolerance has led to indifference to all spiritual values.
These people are chronic "fence-sitters." To them nothing is
black or white. Everything is gray. Sin has been so w·h itewashed that it resembles righteousness. Righteousness is so
adulterated that it resembles sin. They are afraid to · wholeheartedly commit themselves to any leader or position.
Jesus Christ demands that you make a definite decision
for him. He is not satisfied with mere tolerance, with objectivity, with fence-sitting. "He that is not with me is against
me, and he that gathereth not with me ~cattereth abroad ."
One of the greatest obstacles to the cause of Christ in America is not the opposition of atheists or 50,000 avowed Communists, but the indifference, the fence-sitting of tens of millions of citizens. Take time to investigate the claims of Christ
and make up your mind for or against. Beware of fencesitting!
Gamaliel, the celebrated doctor of law among. the Jews,
first advocatS!l a neutral position toward Christianity. He
told the Sanhedrin w·hen they were about to kill Peter : "Refrain from these men, and let them alone" (Acts 5:38).
Of course, we are glad that he did not advocate killing
the apostles, but Gamaliel was a student of the law of Moses
and he knew the more than 300 prophecies concerning Jesus
Christ. He also knew of Jesus' life and death and had heard
the witnesses of his resurrection. There is a time to wait and
s&e, but there is a time for decision. Gamaliel should have
decided for Christ.
You cannot ignore Christ and his claims. He is either
the Son of God or an imposter. He deserves your loyalty
or your opposition. As Elijah said to Israel so Christ's challenge comes to us tOday: "How long halt ye between two
opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him; but if · Baal,
then follow him." In .Elijah's day "the people answered him
not a word." They refused to take a ·stand , to commit themselves.
May we urge you to study -your Bible. Examine the evidence for Christ. Then make your decision to deny yourself
and follow him! Confess your faith in him to others, and be
buried with him in \Japtism (Rom. 6:4). Then live wholeheartedly for him. It is better to lose your head with the
apostle Paul than to k eep it with fence-sitting like Gamaliel.
Beware of fence-sitting!
TRACT .BEING REPRINTED
The 3 8-page pamphlet on giving entitled, "God, Man, and
Money" is being reprinted to meet the demand. Twenty
thousand copies of this were printed the first time and they
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are all gone. Ten thousand copies of t his second printing are
now available. Preachers and elders have found this useful
in teaching the members about their duty in generous giving.
It includes articles by such· men as B. C. Goodpasture, Jolin
H. Banister, Clifton Rogers, Otto Foster, E. R. Harper, Dr.
John G. Young, Jack Meyer, Robert S. Bell, Dean Brookshire, Fred Pinkston, and Tim O'Shanaha.n. Order your copies through the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box 77,
Austin 61, Texas, 10 cents each .

World Report On Evangelism
Since the printing of "The Harvest Field", Christians
have been interested in receiving a condensed report on
progress being made in establishing churches of . Christ and
preaching the gospel outside the United States. During these
past. five years more gospel preaching has been done in
foreign lands by Christians from the . United States than · in
any other previous time in history. It has been a period of
wonderful growth and opens up the prospect of greater achievements in the five years ahead . In response to the interest in this theme, the F'i rm Foundation brought out a
special issue November 10 devoted entirely to articles by
gospel preachers in most of the lands outside the United
States where much mission work is being done. The follow-'
ing countries were covered by writers mentioned: Germany,
Otis ·Gatewood; Italy, Joe Chisholm; Canada, J. C. Bailey;
Mexico, Ben Cano; Uruguay, D. H. Hadwin; Ireland, Andrew
Gardiner; Japan , Logan Fox; South Africa, Guy Caskey;
Nigeria, Howard Horton; Belgium, S. F . Timmerman; Hawaii, . F. B. Shepherd; Philippines, Ralph Brashears; Australia, Allan Flaxman; Korea, S. K. Dong; India, Prenshon
Kharlukhi; Austria, Bob Hare; Canal Zone, Reuel Lemmons;
Tripoli, Lawrence Taylor.
Unfortunately there were co untries that we didn't get
an article from in time for this issue. These articles will be
informative, e·n ~ouraging, and stimulati-ng. We hope that a
number of congregations who have not already ordered will,
and use this pamphlet to stir up the spirit and zeal of the
members. In our effort to restore New Testament Christianity, we must restore tqe love for lost souls and the intense spirit of sacrificial evangelism which characterized the
primitive church. You may order copies of this special i-ssue
at 5c each from the Firm Foundation Publishing House, Box
7 7, A'ilstin, Texas.
NEW PAMPHLET ON "THE LORD'S SUPPER"
In response to a need for more teaching on the "Lord's
Supper~' a new pamphlet has been published by the 20th Century Christian. It should serve through the years as a good
t;_.act to hand to our ·neighbors and friends. Many people ao
not understand the plea · to restore the Lord's Supper to· its
pritine purity.
The following articles are included: Jesus Institutes This
Spiritual Meal, by John Banister; ' Why Christians Should Observe It Each First Day of the Week, by Frank :Pack; How
the Supper was Changed by Man, by William M. Green; Efforts of Reformers to Restore It, by Delmar· Bunn; The Lord's
Supper as a Memorial, by A. C. Pullias; The Lord's Supper
as a Proclamation, by A. G. Hobbs ; The Supper's Relation to
Qur Spiritual Health, by J. P , Sanders; Practical Suggestions
on Eating the Supper, by Mont Whitson; Let Each Man Examine Himself, by Joe White.
Churche~ or individuals may order a supply to use in personal work or in tract racks. 38 pages. Picture cover. Price,
ten cents.
Order through Firm Foundation.
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EDITORIAL ·

tian College. While pur~uing his regular course of
studies·. he will be taught the Bible one hour every
day. Taro pays $3.00 a month in tuition and fees, but
it costs Ibaraki Christian College $8.00 a month to
provide him this opportunity for study. He can be
taught the Bible and learn better than his Shinto, idol
worshipping parents, if some Christian will provide
$5.00 a month. Who will see to it that Taro receives
this training? Is $5.00 too much to pay for the opportunity of ;remaking this boy's life?
Michiko's father is a Buddhist priest. As far back
.as farrtily records go this family has been loyal to
the Buddhist faith. Every morning and evening
Michiko has heard her father recite the Buddhist
prayers in the monotonous sing-:song manner which
even in its monotony has a strange power to soothe.
When her grandmother died she remembers burning
incense and worshipping the spirit of her grandmother. Michiko loves her father and respects his faith .
She finds that unconsciously she has come to think
much as he does. Yet, Michiko is a student-in Ibaraki
Christian College. Her father had his doubts about
the wisdom of her entering, but in the end gave his
permission. Now, Michiko is studying the Bible and
singing Christian hymns every day. The Bible seems
difficult and strange but already she has come to love
the hymns. Michiko pays $3.00 a month for her tuition. This Buddbist girl is being taught the Bible
because some Christian in America is sending $5.00 a
month to Iba:rakl Christian College. We have many
other children from Buddhist homes who can be
taught the Bible~-will you teach one?
Two-thirds of the students who enter Ibaraki Christian College at th~ present time are Buddhists, Shintoists and Athiest~: . But most of them are not at all
sure what they r·~a.lly are. It is our privilege to teach
them God and Christ. We cannot do it, though, unless
some Christian in America provides $5.00 for each student we enroll. W'r ite today and say: "Let me sponsor
one student in lharaki Christian College."- LOGAN
J. FOX, President, Ibaraki Christian College, Omika,
Kuji-Machi, Kuji--Gun, Ibaraki-Ken, Japan.

PROGRESS OF THE GOS.PEL
AMONG THE JAPANESE
Numerous congregations of loyal disciples have
been ·established in the various parts of Japan. The
people, as a whole, have repudiated idols and paganistic philosophies. The Bible a_n d especially the New
Testament are circulated freely in Japan and the
English language is very widely spoken. Our brethren in the army and navy are doing a great work in
leading others to the cause of the one true· God. Some
have written us in regard to Ibaraki College. This
school is operated by loyal Christians, seems to be
having a fine influence, and is .a much needed institution in connection with the preaching of the gospel.
I ·have_just received a letter from Brother Logan J.
Fox, President of the Ibaraki" Christian College, which
will serve as an answer to many questions that come
to my desk, ·a nd which I submit herewith:
"Who Will Teach Him?"
Taro is a boy eighteen years old. His people are
farmers and their home is one of a cluster of strawroofed houses on a hill overlooking countless rice paddies.)Taro's parents work hard in the fields and wage
a constant battle against poverty. Each morning they
begin the day with prayers offered to an image which
they keep on a shelf in their home. This is the god
who is protecting their home. At regular intervals
they worship before a little shrine under a large tree
near the fields where they work. This god watches
· over their crops. At other times they worship their
ancestors. Taro too has done all of this since he was
a little boy. He is not sure what it's all aboLlt, but he
would not feel right if he neglected any of the gods
that his Shinto parents have taught him to worship.
For .some reason Taro has enrolled in Ibaraki ChrisNINETY-DAY MEETING IN ~OFFEYVIL~E, KANSA~,
IS NOW HISTORY
On August 2nd the small but zealous group of- Christians
in Coffeyville, Kansas, began a meeting that continued for
ninety days. When the announcement was made to the local
newspaper of the proposed m eeting, the editor exclaimed, "At
least this is something that no othElr church has attempted in
Coffeyville!" 'Not only was it something new to the city, but
also to the members. Some doubted if they could 'hold
out' for that long ..• "That's an awful lot of church going."
Others were heard to remark similarly but they were assured
by George Darling who has served as evangelist in the congregation since last February, that so long as they did not all
decide to take the same night off that the attendance would
_not be such .a problem. An average of 75 percent of the members were present for services. Very few services did not find
some non-members in the audience.
The church in. Coffeyville expresses their appreciation to
the following preachers and the congregations that · sent them :
Bobby Hoovers, sent by the church in Plainview, Texas; Rex
Kimbrough, sent by Independence, Kansas; Charies Tinius, sent
by the University church in Wichita, Kansas; Hugo McCord,
sent by Bartlesville·, Oklahoma; Jack Shackelford, sent by

G. H. P. SHOW ALTER, EdltC?r

J

Neosho, Missouri; E. M. Borden, Jr., sent by Earth,
Texas; L. R. Wils•)n, Central Christian ·College, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, se:.f-supported; Charles Parker, sent by Miami, Oklahoma; Stafford North, Central Christian College,
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, self-supported; Dale Pearson, sent by
Ponca City, Oklahoma. George E. Darling did the preaching
during the final week of the meeting.
• ·
The church in Coffeyville does not consider the visible results ( 17 responses )I as the full measure of the success of the
meeting. Only time and eternity will reveal the worth of the
campaign. It is doubtful if one local resident does not know.
the location ot the 'building in which the church meets. A new
building, across the street from the high school. The zeal manifested by the members during the meeting won the admiratio~ of the people. The zeal of "that small group" was mentioned from the pt!lpit of one of the leading denominational
churches, that, too, helped to advertise the meeting.
Since . the beginning of Brother Darling's work in Coffeyville, the church has increased from 35 to 60 members. The
contributions have increased from an average of $65 per week
to $120 per week. T:he new building will seat 168 and has seven '
classrooms. The Lord's cause is on the march in Coffeyville
and some are of thE>opinion that they will be a self-supporting
congregation by the first of the year when Brother Darling
plans to move to other fields of service.
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Reading, Writing and 'Rithmetic

LET'S EMPHASIZE THE BIBLE SCHOOL

George Hickey
To read anything or everything can be as dangerous as to
eat anything or everything. Character is of more value than
health. All kinds of brain food is being s erved. When an
angel of Satan writes he often just insinuates. This method
throws a doubting shadow up9n the whole subj ect. Why insinuate that a school operated by Christian men, ought not
to exist? Why insinuate that the church cannot scripturally
send an offering to such a good wcirk? God commands the
church to support good works and for preachers to constantly remind the church to do so (2 Thess. 2:17; Titus
3: 8). This command does not infer that a school can in any
way dictate to or control the church. If . Satan would ex. plain how the church can escape its duty to teach children
how to read and work the math problems of Revelation then
his insinuations would make more sense.
Occasionally a weak brother will read something from the
pen of a preacher which does fit his way of schooling. He
then will insinuate that the paper is not worthy and in a
"huff and puff" he will cancel his subscription. This separates
him from the writings of multitudes of God's preachers. To
capitalize on a false insinuation is one of the most cowardly,
jealous and ignorant acts imaginable. Writing is generally
more accurate than speaking. If you love the words of faithful preachers you should immediately get subscriptions for
the Firm _Foundation. By doing this you are supporting a
good work and sending many faithful gospel preachers to
the homes of your neighbors.
Since editors have been known to print thoughts with which
they do not agree-the address is Clemmons, North Carolina.

M. Norvel Young
The chm;ch at Madison, Tennessee, has just reported 624
enrolled in daily vacation Bible school. They have a goal of
1000 in Sunday morning Bible school. The church at Charlotte
Avenue, at Lewisbur g, Tennessee, aild several other congregations are reporting average attendances of around 900 per
Sunday with goals of m any more this fall. Not only are larger
congregations stressing Bible school, but many smaller ones
are doing as well in proportion. Here in Lubbock we are thankfull that there are now eleven faithful churches of the Lord
with a total attendance of around 3000 per Sunday.
Brethren, the fall of the yea r is the best time to increase
Bible school attendance. The back-to-school season is the logical time to emphasize the need for every member and every
child to be present every Sunday morning for the Bible study.
Let's emphasize the Bible school this fall as never before. It
would be most interesting if brethren would report ·along with
the number baptized into Christ, the number who are growing
in the knowledge of t.h e Lord by regular study of the Bible.
The word of God is the seed of the kingdom. A well-informed
membership is a strong, spiritual bulwark against digression
or retrogression. Let's emphasize Bible study this fall, and
throughout the year. It will produce results!

HELP ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA!
The 1mission work in Erie, Pennsylvania, is worthy of your
support. Brother L. C. Chapin has labored in that city for .
about five years. ·For many years we have known him, as a
devout Christian and sound preacher of the gospel. He does
manual labor to support himself and ·wife. He with about
twenty-five other Christians have constructed a basement,
but it is not weatherproof. They are now trying to finish the
superstructure of the building. They make heavy contributions
of their own funds for this work. The building must be finished before winter. Erie is a city of 150,000 and is truly a
mission field. If elders· will ask their congTegations to make
an extra offering for this mission work it can soon be finished. No doubt there are many individuals who will send
contributions to this work, also.
Will you send one or more contributions to this worthy
cause? . Make it as much as you can!
Send all contributions to L. C. Chapin, Minister, 2707 Pebble
Drive, Erie 4, Pennsylvania, or to the treasurer, John Driver,
Jr., R. D. 1, Clifford Drive, Erie, Pennsylvania. Your contributions will be acknowledged.
The undersigned are helping in this mission work. Will
you?
Signed: E. Ramey, Hereford, Texas; A. S. Higgins, T~xline,
Texas.
P.S. Brother L. C. Chapin's son, Doyle, told me this • afternoon that his father received twenty-five dollars per week
from the church in Erie for his work as minister. He contributes freely of cash and time. He works hard at manual
labor in a Foundry to provide most of his living expenses. How
many would make the effort and sacrifice he is making to do
mission work? Surely this work is worthy of support. Will
you help?-E. RAMEY.

New Rules For 1-A-0's
Jimmy Wood
There has been some controversy in the past as to whether
a Christian has the right to bear arms or not. Regardless of
what our feelings might be on the subject, I believe that
each of us believes that a person must make up his own
mind about these things. Brother James L. Daniel, Jr., whom
I have known for a long time, enlisted as a conscientious
objector, and signed up for non:combatant service. At that
time he was sent to Camp Pickett, Virginia, to the Medical
Replacement Training Center. However, in the future we
understand that all such enlistees will be processed at their
nearest army reception center. Many of these centers will
not be familiar with the training of l-A-O's and so Brother
Daniel has g_iyen us the following procedure that has been
suggested by the Med.ical Jleplacement Center's chaplain's
office:
1. Each man is ·to have a notarized letter on church
stationery from the local preacher saying that the man has
been an active member of the congregation and that either
the church andjor the member has been taught and believes
that he is not to take the life of another.
2. Each man should definitely establish his 1-A-0 classification from the draft board. Forms for this are available at
the local draft board. (In talking with Brother David Sprague,
one of our chaplains, he tells me that this is especially important.-J. W.)
3. At each personal interview after induction into the
army, the man is to state that he is a conscientious o!}jector so that all of _his records will reflect this classification.
The interviewer then should see that the man is prqperly assigned to a medical unit after the first ·eight weeks of infantry training. Should there be any difficulty, the m:an should
appeal to the chaplain who will kno·w the proper procedures
for giving him this rig..ht,
Brother Daniel says that this information and the following of it will avoid a lot of heartaches and we pass it along
in the hope that it will be helpful. He reports that there is
a good church at Camp Pickett with about 30 members.
Odessa, Texas.
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Robert D. Bankes, 810 Houston Street, Kilgore, Texas, November 16: Our work with
the Houston and Broadway church continues
to grow. Recently one was baptized, two
placed membership and one was restored.

Joseph Sherman, 614 South 6th Avenue,
Yakima, Washington, November 10: During
the past two w~eks, eight people have placed
membership at Yakima. I broadcast over
Radio Station KYAK. Listen Monday through
Friday at 8 :15 A.M.

Wayne Hargrove, Houston 21, Texas, November 9 :' Two baptisms, one restoration
and one m e mbership here yesterday. This
makes thirty-nine additions in the past thirty-five days here at MacGregor Park in
Houston.

Quentin A. Dunn, Box 273, Eldorado, Tex·as, November 12: During the past feW weeks
tlll'<le have been identified and one restored
in our services here. I will have some time
after the first of the year tliat I desire to
use for meetings.

Malcom B. Hinckley, 3034 E. Gage, Hunt ington Park, California, November 14: Two
more have been baptized here, one more has
been restored, and another bas placed membership. Another new record was set for
o0ur Sunday evening attendance when we
had 165 present.

Wa.r<l Glentzer, 1505 Ormond Drive, Corpus
Christi, Texas, November 12: Olan Hicks did
th e preaching for us in a meeting from November 1-8. Bill Sharp and Charles Rhea,
Jr. led the singing. We are ready to begin
co nstruction on our class rooms.
I have
time for one meeting next spring.

lUonroe E . Hawley. 3413 S. Alabama Ave.,
,i\1:ilwaultee 7, Wisconsin, Novemb er
10:
Wayn e Mick ey r ece ntly closed a me eting
with the church in Milwaukee with one baptis m and one restoration. The colored congregation in Milwaukee baptized four recently.

A. E. Wickham, Rosco e , Ohio, November
11: I am in a m ee ting of a few days here.
<Good brethren live h ere. L as t Lord' s day I
spoke to two large crowds in Coshocton,
oQhio. We had one baptism a nd one restoratio.n.
Recently I preached t hree sermOI)S at Burt, West Virginia, wher e I first
took my stand with the church of Christ.
Rope to get back so~e day for a meeting.

Luther Savage, · 809 M erritt Street, Fort
Worth, T exas, November 13: We are beginning this week the publication of a week ly
printed paper for th e b e n efit of the members of the church h ere in Rosen Heights
and for their friends. It contains a few
new items and many short articles. If you
would like a few sample copi es, write a
postal card to the church here.

Claude A. Guihl, Ft. Worth 11, Texas, Novemb e r 6: Riverside's fall meeting closed
with four baptisms, s ix r estorations, and six
placing memb ership.
Weldon Bennett did
the preaching iri a s plendid way. The church
gave· him an additional check for $578.00 to
buy a car for his worlr in Germany. This
finds me in Baytown, in a meeting with A.
Hugh Clark.

Clnn<le Robertson, Haskell, Oklahoma, November 4: Five responded to the invit<~o tion
oduring October here. We averaged 231 in
Bible study during the month. I did the
!Preaching in a meeting with the church in
Bixby, Oklahoma, October 19-28. This was
:a good meeting. Brother Dismuke is their
minister and is doing a good work. This
-church has a great future. I was invited to
be with them again in the spring of 1954.

c. M. •l tloser, Whitesboro, T exas, November
9: The work here is improving in a noticeable way. A better spirit prevails among
th e members ' in general. Some old troubles
have been settled, and the work promises
to go forward. New members are moving
in all along because of the oil in and around
Whitesboro. Three married people have recently been baptized. A greater interest is
being manifested in every respect.

Luther SnYage, 809 Merritt Street, Fort
Worth, Texas, November 7: A gospel meeting is planned for the Rosen Heights congregation here In Fort Worth, Texas, beg innin g November 16oth and continuing
through the 25th. A. V. Isbell of Lawton,
Oklahoma, is to do the preaching. Those
living in driving distance are invited to attend.
The church building Is located at
2103 Azle Avenue.

Paul Butterfield, 1808 Barlow Street, La
Crosse, Wisconsin, November 11: We have
had two baptisms since my last report. A
young lady of 22 and a boy of 15 years.
They are natives of this part of the country. We are trying to raise enough money
to build next spring. We have a fine lot
paid for and over $3,000.00 toward starting
the building. If you are looking for a place
to settle down with a view of helping the
Lord's church, come to Wisconsin. You are
needed and there are no end of opportunities.

James A. Cox, 512 Earl Garrett Street,
Kerrville, Texas, November 16: The work
here continues to grow in a fine way. One
was baptized Into Christ and three placed
membership with this congregation yesterday. This makes a total of sixty-four additions to this congregation since January 1.
I know of an outstanding song leader who.
would like to lead singing for meetings duriltg the summer months. If you can use
him, contact him as follows: Morris Kemper,
Groveton, Texas.

;L. F. !tlllls, 156 E. Baker Street, Batesville,
Arkansas, November 10: A mission meeting
at Mt. Pleasant, Arkansas, resulted i·n three
baptisms, three restorations, and a new congregation meeting for worship.
Sunday
afternoon services are conducted by the
church here and the Melbourne congregation.
A building is badly needed at Mt.
Pleasant. Plans are being made to build a
modest structure.
One wa:s baptized and
one restored in our local worl;: here. Three
have been baptized in our fall meeting with
Brother Eugene Britnell preaching.

C. B. Shropsltire, Rt. 1, Box 180, Aloha,
Oregon, November 9: The church in Hillsboro, though only three years old is showing a very rapid growth. In a little more
than a year that we have been privileged
to work with these brethren, we have seen
the attendan<re and contributions trip.1e.
Eight have been baptized, several restored,
and the spiritual interest enlarged. We have
purchased a very fine piece. of property and
will build on it as soon as funds are avail able. The Northwest is still a mission field,
and we need workers and supjilort.
Luther G. Roberts, 1506 Clayton, Borger,
Texas, November 5: From October 18-28 the
church at Second and Deahl Streets, here, engaged in a gosp e l meeting which resulted in
eight baptisms, six restorations, and two being identified with the church. E. Oliver
Murray of L afaye tte, Louisiana, did the
preaching in an excellent manner and H. L.
Arant of Lubbock, Texas, directed the singing in a fine way. Since the meeting closed
two have been baptized and three have identified themselv es with the church.
I am
preaching at th e present time each night for
the church at Skellytown, Texas, where J.
R. Perkins is the regular preacher. 0. F.
Shewmaker is l ead ins- the sins-ing.

lU. R. Pltilllps, Victoria, T exas, November
In last day of meeting in Ingleside,
Texas, my last of this year. It has been a
good one for the Lord's work and me. There
have been lots of responses in the meetings
I have held and I have enjoyed them a lot.
I look forward to a greater year for the
Lord and in his work in '54. I know a young
gospel preacher that Is ready to move. If
you need him to worl;: with you, you may
contact me at once.

I

Doyle Cannon, 100•2 Greer, San Antonio,
Texas, November 6: I just closed a meeting with the church of Christ in Burnet,
Texas, one of the strongest in the. state, with
four obeying the gospel and one restored.
Roy E. Stephens is the outstanding preacher who labors with the good brethren there.
I was much impressed with the wide awake
congregation and their zeal for the Lord.
They have a new Austin Stone auditorium
and have just completed a two story educational building of the same material. When
Gus Winter, 113 N. Florence, Casa Grande, in Burnet worship with them.
Arizona, November 10: Am now preaching
regularly for our very fine congregation in
Dick PoweJJ, 212 N. Taylor Street, GainesDouglas, Arizona. Had two to respond to ville, T exas, November 6: The work here
the gospel invitation for baptism last Lord's at the Broadway Church of Christ is growday eve. Attendance, contribution and In- ing in all phases. We are having good atterest are on the increase from wee~r to tendance at the services and especially at
week. My wife and I have accepted the ir the cottage m eeting being conducted here
very urgent invitation to live and labor in in town. We are having results from these
I their midst in full time gospEl'!. work. after cottage meetings which shows that personthis January 1st. We are very happy in- al work· can't be praised too highly. There •
deed to r espond to their call and to give is also much good worl;: being accomplished
'f ull time, thought, talents· and energies to by our rad.i o program which is broadcast
the service of our glorious Lord and his every Sunday morning over station KGAF,
church, after pearly two and a half years 1580 on the dial from 8:30 until 8:45. When
·in secular work. We ask for the prayers in this section of the country all are invited
of our brethren and friends as we under- to visit with .us at the Broadway Church of
tal<:e this new ministry in this strategic and Christ located at the corner of Bvoadway and
Taylor Streets.
important field.

·u:
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Frank Trayler, Chaplain (Maj.) USAF, P.
0. Box 207 Boerne, T exas, November 9: An
airman was restored to duty on November 1
and another was baptized yesterday. We
co ntinu e with good interest at 1:00 P.M. ev ery Lord's day in Chap el No. 4, Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.
Paul T. Dtunm, Charleston, South Carolina,
Nov emb er 13: It was my privilege to do
the preaching in a me eti ng at Salisbury,
North Carolina, where Brother P. L . Manning is doing a fine work.
One baptism
was the visible result. During my absence
three were added at Charleston by identifi cation.
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Wayne Hargrove, 5317 South Park Boulevard, Houston 21, ,Texas, November 5: A
man and his wife were baptized last Wednesday night, five placed membership Sunday (includ-ing one restored), and two morl)
identified last nl~ht.
This makes thirtyfive additions in the past thirty-one days
h e re at MacGregor Park.
·

Claude Robertson, Haske ll, Oklahoma, Oc ·tober 29: · I r ecently did the preaching in a
m ee ting at Winnsboro, T exas. Four respond·ed, two being baptized and two restor.ed.
Brother W. L. Fritts is the much loved
minister for the church a nd is doing a good
work. The church has a mind to work, and
much progress is anticipated in the near fuJolm H. Gerrard, 529 Clark Street, Aurora, ture.
Illinois, Novemb:Jr 13 : It was my pleasure
to baptize a fine young father and husband
Lutlter Savage, 809 Merritt Stree t, Fort
into Christ yesterday. Other prospects are
Worth, T exas, November 16: Last ·Thursday
in regular attendance that we hope to bapnight it w.as my pleasure to pr'each in a
tize soon. We are having the largest atlectur eship at th e church in Highland Park.
tendance of non-me mb ers here that we have
The speakers pr eaching Monday through
ever had in the history · of the worlc Aurora
Friday were: James Scott, Roy D eaver, C.
is on U. S. 30. Stop and worship w ith us
Wayne Lowe, Lu ther Savage, a nd Eldred
when coming our way.
St evens. Dillard Thurma n is doing a fine
work there at Hi gh la nd Park.
Sister U. G. Wilkinson, Comanche, Oklahoma, Box 192, November 14: Received many
E<lward J. Crad<lock, 1714 Cass Street,
inquiri es the past ten d ays, why I havan't
Th e
wrjtten the Firm Foundation. The ·fact is, Nas hville, Tenn essee, November 11:
just not able to do much writing. Will be city-wide gospel me e ting by the Walnut
83 years old Nove mber 21. Brother David Street and Ninth Street church es of Christ
Underwood, minister h e re; Brother Perry, in Canton, Ohio, is ente ring into th e last
Prairi e Hill church; and G. W. Allison from week with good Interest, with nine baptisms
Velma church are attending Lectureship at and r es torations. Special day services have
Harding College, Searcy, Arl,ansas, this been one feature of the mee ting and open
week. We enjoy the Firm Foundation more forums after the regular ni g ht services
with a large numb e r in attendance. I begin
each week.
with th e Southeas t churc h in Akron, Ohio,
David C. Sprague, Chaplain (1st Lt.), USA, November 22, 1953.
401 N. 6th, Lawton, Oklahoma, November 12:
I have received orders to send me to the Far
Ira Williams, Port Lavaca, T exas, NovemEast for assignment, probably in Korea. I b er 5: It has b ee n over five years since I
will le a ve the U. S. on 11 December 1953. I have sent in a r eport to th e Firm Foundawould be g lad to rec eive names of members tion. Th e church h ere has enjoyed a steady
of the Lord's ch urch who are now in Korea, growth. A n ew thre e -bedroom home, a nd a
or of locations where members have been n ew building for worship are the external
meeting. to worship. Perhaps I can assist ind ications of g rowth .
Th er e have been
in their n eeds . Write to m e at the above over 100 baptisms since I sent the last readdress. Fifteen were baptize d while I was port. Horace W. Busby and Clifton Rogers
at Camp Polk during th e last eight months, h ave done a great service for us in meetings
and worship services are to be continued on a nd both are scheduled for other work here.
the Post for the m e mb e rs of the church.
This will be under the dir eclion of the
P aul s. Gray, P. 0. Box 573, Bowie, Texas,
church of Chris t In ·Leesvill e, Loui s iana. I November 16: L evellan d, T exas, a city of
urge a ll congregations of the church near about 9,000 now has two congregations In
military Posts to contact th e Pos t Chaplain perfect accord. During the r ecent meeting
to secure names of members of th e church in the new house in which I was privileged
of Christ. If the elders d es ire, permission to speak three were baptized and two were
may also b e secured to conduct services for r estored. Th e attendance was good to exthe brethren on the Post.
cell ent and the associations most pleasant.
Th e first Sunday 128 m e t for Bible study;
Rne P.orter, N eosho, Missouri, November
about 200 for worship; a nd the contribution
12: This l eaves me in a good meeting at
was $24 1.00. Men qualified for elders and
Statesville , North Carolina. Thre e hav-e been
deacons should be found soon an d with th e
baptiz e d to date, and the inte r est continues
to grow. I am to meet an Elder Hans en, help of a good preacher r apid progress
sho uld b e m ade. Stanley Lockhart is the
Seventh D ay Adv entist, in d ebate at Graton,
highly estee med preacher 'at th e older con~
California, January 26-27 - 28 - 29, 1954. He will
grega tion. He and Robert Simpson l ed th e
affirm tha t "The Sabbath m e ntion ed in Ji]xos ingin g during the m eet ing in a mo s t comdu s 20:8, 11, is binding upon children of God
m endable way. Th e church h ere has agreed
today (1953). I will aff irm that "The law of
to support Glen Bettenhausen to -th e extent
which th e Sabbath was a part, has been
of $400 a month as h e works with the newly
abolished, and is not binding upon Chrisestabli s h e d congregation at Grand Island.
tians today." The d eba te wiLl be h e ld in the
N eb r aska. One has been baptized and tw ~
new aud itorium of our brethren in Graton.
placed membership here since my last reArrangem ents will be mad e for accommoport.
dations for v isiting brethren. L. W. Mayo
of San J ose, will be my "timekeeper" and
LISTEN
mod e r ator. I have t wo IQOre meetings ~or
1953-Springfield a nd Sparta, Missouri. '1 954
HERALD OF TRUTH
will be anoth er busy year for m e. Tw enty ABO
Network 1:00 P.M., Sun.
tw o meetings booked.
Tim e is precious,
and we shou ld do our best while we can,
Sermon: Nov. 29, "The Bible
for non e of us will b e here very long at
And Evolution."·
best.

,v.

Halliday Trice, 67 Waller Street, San
Franci-sco, California, November 9 : Since last
report two husbands have / been baptizes and
a fine couple have placed membership with
the Golden Gate congregation at 8th Avenue and Cabrlllo Street. Crowds and Interest are on the increase. Please send me the
names of those who s hould be contacted.
ltlax T. Neel, Houston 23, Texas, November 16-: One was baptized, one restored and
placed m embership, and another placed membership with us yesterday, making a total
of fifty responses in the three months we
h ave been here at Lawndale. Th-Is makes
us very humble for God's goodness, as we
give him the pra;se! Our work in general
continues very e ncour;1gingly.
We'll so-on
have a list of subs for the Firm Foundation.
~l urrey W. Wilson, Bentonville, Arkansas,
November 10: Inter es t is fine here. Brother Floyd Stanley recently closed a good
m ee ting with u s with one baptism. I have
just c l osed a good meeting at ·"J ane, Missouri, with four baptized. One fine lady
was baptiz ed at our services h ere Sunday.
Two more were · baptized Sunday evening by
Brother Robbins, who is in a meeting with ,
the ch urch at Corinth. I would lik e - to arr a n ge for other meetings in 1954.

G. Dudley Stout, Box 403, Belle Plaine,
Kansas: W e plan to terminate our work
h e re about the first of January. Real peace
and harmony now prevail here.
We feel
that our work here has been profitable In
every spiritual way. I have baptized a good"ly numb er h ere. We have not as yet determined where we shall go, but due to the
seve r e cold causing our daughter to have
bronchitis we prefer to go so uth.
Wayne ~lickey, Box 852, Rochester, Minnesota, November 10: I preached In a series
of m eetings with th e church which meets
for worship at 35 and Cherry in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, October 24 through November 4.
There was one baptism and one restoration.
During the process of the meeting the colored congregation In Milwaukee had four
baptisms and there was one colored person
brought from Racine to be baptized. Joe
Andrews Q.irected the singing In the meeting.
Monroe Hawley labors with the church
there. H e is doing a good work with his
n e wly printed correspondence cciurse. Many
churches are ordering it by dozens and hundreds to )le used in their local efforts. We
are in n eed of several other preachers in
this section. If you are interested dr if you
know of someone interested in working in
this neglected field, pl ease contact me immediately.

WRITE FOR LITfRATURE

GlllfJ(jS EOliiPMENTTO.
Belton, Texas
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CLIFTON .ROGERS SPEAKS TO COLLEGE
STATION YOUNG PEOPLES' CLASS

A GIFT

On November 8, Brother Clifton Rogers
of Porf Arthur, . address ed the young peoples' meeting at the A & M Church of Christ,
College Station, T exas. One hundr e d and
tw enty-five young p eo ple w e re pre sent to
hear Brother Rogers bring two m essages on
"Predetermining a Happy a nd Lasting Marriage."
About twenty young p eopl e from
the P rocte r Street church . in Port Arthur
accompanied Brothe.r Ro gers.
The group m e t at 5:15 for an hour of
fellowship, th en at 6:15 th ey h ear d th e first
part of Brother Rogers' address.
At 7:15
(r egular even ing worship hour) Brother
Rogers conclud e d the study, giving major
attention to Christian virtues which make
for a happy a nd lasting Christian home.
"We b e lieve this ex p e rience will be a
lasting influ ence for good, and our young
peoples' class consider it a highlight of this
year's programs," s ,t ated Brother James l!~.
Fowl er, l od.! ministe r for the College Station chttrch. ·

A gift of $10,000 h a s be eri pr esented to
Central Christian College by the Mabe e
Foundation, it was announced r ece ntly by
L. R Wilson, President.
The J . E>. and L. E. Mabee Foundation of
Midland, T exas, st ipulat ed that the mon ey
be used as a loan fund to h elp students who
are unab le to finance themse lves.
Thi s
foundation h as made numerou s g ifts to colleges a nd universities and to other nonprofit org·anizations over the country.
Although the Mabee gift will aid s tudents
who oth e rwise m ay not b e able . to carry on
their college wo rk, it is definitely not to
be used by th e co ll ege as endowm ent or
?Peratin g fund. Central Christian College
s till ne eds other g ifts which wili help all ev iate its n eed !or bu ildings , library book s,
and perman ent e ndowment.
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NEW CONGREGATION IN NEW ARK,
NE'\Y JERSEY

James 1\Iatl•ews

----01-----

LECTURESHIP PROG'RAlU
Kern•ille, Texas
The following speakers will hav e a part
in this effort.
Dec. 6-Pat Stephenson, Sonora, T exas .
Dec: 7-B. C. McCarley, Galena Park, T ex.
Dec. 8-Leonard Mullins, Dallas, T exas.
Dec. 9- Doyle Ragsdale, Rocksprings, Tex.
Dec. 10-Paul Mayr, Georgetown, Tex.
Dec. '1 1-Norman Gipson, Grand Prairie,
Te:?Cas.
Dec. 12-Paul Stev·ens, San Antonio, Tex.
Dec. 13-W. E . Fry, Fredonia, Texas.
Services each evenin!' at 7:30 p.m.
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RIVER AT LASALLE
WAr::;o ·TEXAS

WOOD CARVInGS
WRITE FOR CATALOG
& FULL INFORMA TION

dept

Bill G. Bro"•n
This noti ce is published in the interes t of
the churches of Christ who might be duped
by John R. Chapman of Hale Center, T exas.
Confessing Jesus Christ as the Son of
God, he was baptized about a year ago
w hil e in prison. Through correspondence
with th e church here, he expressed his de sire to become a gospel preacher upon hi s
r e leas e. Upon his leaving prison th e ch urch
manif ested a special interest in him. Thinkin g him to be sincere we r endered financial
assistance including· provisions for his enrollment . in A .C.C. But, after having be e n
on parole a few w ee ks, h e stole an automobile-was later apprehended and charged
with theft by bailee. Whil e out on bond,
he repeated his crime. As yet, he hasn't
been arrested.
W e h ave r eason to b e lieve that he is pre se nting his h a rd luck story to the churches
in T exas, po s sibly elsewhere. Don't r espond
to his appeal but contact an offic er of the
law.

----0---lUELVIN WISE SPEAiffiR AT CENTRAL
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE HO!tiECOMING
ON NOVElliBER 26
Melvin Wise, minister of the Preston Road
Church of Christ in Dallas, Texas, will be
the , featured speaker of the Homecoming
exercis es at Central Christian College on
Thurs day, November 26, it was announced
by L. R. Wilson, President.
The day's exercises will begin at 1<Y:30
A .M. with an inform al program by the student c horus. . Brother Wise will speak at
11:15.
Homecoming will be c limaxed Thursday
night by th e presentation of "Songs Am erica Sings," the 1953 edition of the coll ege' s
an nua l musical show.
Central Christian College Invites all alumni and friends to visit the campus in November 26 for a day of fellowship and entertainment.

P£WS PULPITS LHTERnS

~

- - - -0--- TO THE BROTHERHOOD:

F

. =======·=cc ========~
CHICAGO, JiLL.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
410 S. Michigan Ave.-Room 500-A
Sunday-10 an:lll A.M.-and 7 P.M.
Thursday-7:80 P.M.

On Sunday, October 4, a new congregation
m e t for the first time in Newark, N e w Jersey. There we r e 17 p eople present for the
fir s t service Sunday morning and 12 presen t for the evening service. Th e congregati on w ill meet temporarily in a rented hall
at 982 Broad Street (the heart of downtow~).
. William Re eves (formerly of Fairlawn)
and Emmanuel Luxardo (conve rted Presby,t erian) will be the evang eli s t s. R eeves is
fully supported by t h e Castleberry c hurch in
Ft. Worth. Luxardo is s upporte d by various
chu r ches.
P lease se nd us the name and address of
anyone whom we should coqtact in the
Newark a r ea . Send correspondence to Willi am Reeves, 2 Keer AYe., Apt. 504, Newark,
New J e r sey. Phone WAverly 3-0990. '

0-- - - iliUURA Y iliAUSHALL TO OAR LAWN
JN DALLAS
After almost two a nd a half years good
worl< here in Fred erick with the South Side
churc h , we are m oving to Dallas to work
with the Oal< Lawn congregation, which
m eets at 2701 R eagan in north Dallas. Our
n ew ad dr ess there is 2711 Reagan, and we
invite our fri ends to write and visit us
th ere. We look forward to the new work
with the fine church at Oak L a wn, with its
many possibilities.
Our work h er e h as been pleasant and
fruitful. Twenty- se v en have been baptiz ed,
13 restored, and 16 placed m embers hip. Septemb e r, 1953, marks the peak of the work
h ere in Frederick during the past thirty
m o nth s .

--------0--------

SOUTHWES'r LOS ANGELES
People of the Southwest Los Angeles area
have been anxio usly awaiting the completion
of the n ew Westchester building. We are
happy to announce that it has now been
complete d and th e congregatio n is occupying it and is growin g as a result of this
in ves tm en t . Brother Eugene White is the
minist er.
To co mpl ete the $75,000 build in g program
the Southwest church at 64th and Normandie in Los Ang eles, which has been overseei ng this proj ect throughout, 11as received
p e rmiss ion from the Seyurities Commission
of the Sta te of Californ ia to issue $32,000
worth of first mortgage bonds. The most
of th ese bond s have been taken up by the
members of the Southwest and Westchester
churches. K ee n int eres t has been shown in
complet io n of this project by all co nc erned.
A few bonds dated 1960 to 1964 remain to
be sold. Th ey bear 5 percent inter est an nu a lly and may be sold to members of the
' church oJ; Christ only. Anyon.e interested in
sec uring any of these bonds may write to
the treasurer of the Southwest church for
further information.
Joe s. Hyde, Jacksonvill e, North Carolina,
P. 0 . Box 576. My work h ere will terminate
the first of J anuary, 1954. Anyone desiring
to work on th e East Coast, and in a much
neglected mission field, m ay contact Brother Morris Cole, Treasurer, Jacksonville, North
Carolina, Route 3.
PREACHER WANTED : At the Chl.trch of
Christ in Pernell, Oklahoma. Th e church and
modern parsonage a re lo cated on State Highway 76 one mile from a good, modern high
schoo l. Th e aver age c hurc h attendance is
106.
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HOlliECO lUING

FI.RM

AT FREED - HARD ElliAN
C O LLEGE

W . A.. Bradfieltl
Wednesduy, Noven1ber

2~

7:30 p.m ......:...Regular prayer meetin g service
with a ddr ess by H. A. Dixon.
9:00 p.m.-Pep rally and · bonfir e w ith
College Band to p lay on College Athletic
fi e ld.
Tllurstlny, No,·entber 26

10:00 a.m.-Devot·ional service in Chapel
Hall.
10:15 a.m.-Coll ege quartet will sing.
10:30 a.m. -Th espians will pr esent play,
"William Pen n."
No ad mission charged.
11 :3 0 a. m . -Turk ey d inn ers wi ll be served
in College cafe t eria .
1:00 p .m.-A ll lit e rary Soci e ti es will have
Alumni Society m eeting w it h pres e nt soc ie ty off ic er s serving as we lcomi ng co mmittee.
1: 30 p .m .-Touch football ga m e between
All Stars and Soci e ty win!)er.
3:00 p .m .-A basl< et]lall gam e betw een David Lipsco mb College an d Freed -Hardeman
College will be p layed in Chester Cou nty
High School gymnas ium.
5:00 p.m.-Baked ham dinn ers will be
se r ved in Co ll ege cafeteria.
6:00 p.m.- Alum ni group meetings.
7:00 p.m.-Coll ege ban d to play in a uditor! urn directe d by J ohn Hollingswo rth.
7: 30 p.m.-L ewis Taliaferro, at t orney-at,law, of Memphis, T enn essee, w ill s peal< o n
"If Fr eed om F a il. "
8 :00 p.m.-Coll ege ch o r us und er the directioa of K e lly Doyle will sing.
-~-o---"-

WIIIiam lU. Dewell, New port, Ohio, Octo b er, ' 25: Our m ee ting is n ow past history,
gon e a nd n ever t o be r ecall e d, except in
m e m ory. Broth er Nichlas brought us some
of the finest l essons on l ove, night after
ni ght, that we h ave ever he ar d. It is felt
by t h e who l e congr egation t h at mu ch seed
has b een sow n a nd tha t a ha r vest in the
future is to be expected. Th e building was
fill e d to cap ac ity eac h service an d over
fifty ex tra seat2 and chairs had t o b e ob tain e d.
Many local friends and vis ito r s
w er e pr esent as well as our n e igh b orin g
congregations, a nd we wish to thank them
for h e lping to m ake the meeting so goo d.
Du e to the large crowds the L ord's day afte rnoon service h a d to b e h e ld in t h e loca l
s c hool a uditorium. Th e l e s so n tor t h e se r v ic e was "The . Chri s ti a n Rac e." Vl'e hi ghly
r eco mmend Brothe r Nichlas as a m ost capable Christian a nd serva nt, and wis h him
godspeed. Th e r e is mu ch wo rk to b e done
and so littl e tim e t o do i t. May we a ll
work harder to w in souls, a nd to e di fy and
give God th e glory, in a ll thin gs. T wo p r eciou s souls were baptized during th e m ee tin g . Anytim e yo u are in o ur v ic inity co m e
a nd s tudy with u s. All a r e we lco m e .

--------0·--------

COLLEY-KETCHERSIDE

DEBATE

Th e d ebate betwee n Flavil L. Coll ey of
D a llas, Texas, and W. Carl Ketcherside of
St. L o uis, Missouri,
be h eld in Dallas.
Th e dates, December 1- 4. Th e Beckley t h eater h as been l ease d for this dis c u ss ion.
Th e loca tion: Beckley at Wood in Streets.
Subj ec t: I s it scriptu r al for a c hu rch having eld e r s to have a paid pr each e r ?

will

1487 ENROLL AT DAVID LIPSCOMB
COLLEGE

W illard Collin s
One thousand fou r hundred a nd e ighty seven stu d en ts have enrolled in a ll departm e n ts at David Lipscomb t hi s year to set
an a ll-tim e record.
There a re 886 students in th e co llege department which a l so b r eak s an a ll-tim e r ec ord of 85 1 set in 1949. This year there are
376 freshmen enro ll e d.
L ast year '1404 register ed for the fall quarter in college, high sch ool, and e l ementary
school.
During th e past t en years the student body
h as grown from 562 to 1487. Tota l fin ancia l
assets h ave grown from $598,512.85 to $4, 007,723.82 in the same p eriod.
Lipscomb applied for m embership in the
So uth ern Assoc iati on of Co lleges a nd Sec ondar y Sc hools o n October 10.
- - - - - - - -0

Otis L . Rowe, Box 29 1, Cotton V a lley, Louis iana:
Since our last r epor t ther e have
been two baptisms and two restorations. A.
new annex to the building is nearing com pletion, with a n oth er class room and s tudy
t o be added yet.
Th e work continuee to
'have a steady growth with peace and harmony prevailing. I sti ll h ave time. for two
more meetings in '54. I1' I .c an ser ve you,
call me.
I

1\lcGAil.Y CARRIES ON
Clyue P. Findlay
Over at Montgomer y , T exas, the s urviving daughter of Brother McGary, fou nd er
of Firm Foundation is try in g to es tablish
th e cau se of o ur L ord th e re. Sister Viva M.
McComb ,' Conroe, T exas, is car rying out the
fi n e tradition of h e r f a th er by h elping in
every way she ca n w ith t h e n ew little
church at Mo nt gomery.
H er f a ithfulness
and sacrif ice is well - know n throu gho ut the
e ntire section.
Now she is appeali ng for help. For many
years a block of ground h as been owned at
Montgo m ery but never used. Th ey h ave a
bu ildin g fund of a round $1,000 and a nother
$1,0 00 will pr obably b e availa ble when they
sta r t to build. But th e gr ea t n ee d is for
a pr eac h er. Brethren from Dobbin, Longstr eet, Richards, Montgom ery a nd other
pl aces attend. Preaching has be en by weQkly a ppointments. If enough c hurc h es would
contribute a c h eclc each month to s upport
a man th Qre the wor-k would grow and the
b ui lding would soo n go up.
Brethren, this is a great opportunity, a
needy fi eld, a good start and d ependable
people behind it.
Let's get tham out of
the community center a nd into a h o u se on
their own property. I s uggest that c h ecks
mad e payab l e to Montgomery Church of
Christ be maile d to Mrs. Viva McComb,
:Co nro e , Texas, who w ill see that they get
in to t h e f und.
Box 1444·i, Houston, .T exas.

H . H. Dunn, Huntington, Arkansas, N ovember 1'6.: 'From the 11th to the 18th of
0·- - - - - - , - - October I was w ith th e Calmont Avenue
CO])I])IENDATION
co ngr egation in Ft. Worth, T exas. A very
p l easant meeting was h a d with one baptism,
This is to s t ate that Broth er Gainey S.
fiv e r esto rations, a nd several to place their
m e mb er ship with tha t congregatio n. Ch ester Wes tbrook, hi s wife Quanita, and hi s daughH ill is . their full time preacher and he is ter, Jimmi <r Earl en e , wo rk ed a nd worshipped
just what that exp ression impli es. I learned w ith the c'hu rch here for a period of thre e
1
to love him dearly.
A good cngregatio n: years.
Brothe r Westbrook is an exce ll ent preachGood elders; A good preacher. H ow go od
and how pleasant to be associated with s uch er a nd a v e ry influ e ntia l worker.
Trul y we b e li eve that they can be of great
peopl6l. I am no w in Oklahoma.
value to you if you will h e lp them in the
L awrence Huzeli!'• 1509 William Street, rie-ht way.
W e commend th e m unto you.--Signed: PioVa ld osta, Geo rgia, November 13: With Norvel M. You n g of Lubbo ck, T exas, do in g the n eer :Park Church of Christ, E lders, W. ;J.
p r eachin g ahd Warren Morris of Atlanta Rogers, H. H. Whitney.
dir ec ting the so n g se r v ice, th e Central Avenu e co n gregation h as just con clud e d a good
gospel m ee ting. Th ere wer e seve n responses
Juek ])leyer, Jr., Box 21, Cyril, Oklahoma,
to t he invitation. Thr ee were baptized, two November 5:
"A Baptist woman -and her
we r e restored a nd two were id entifie d.
husband were baptized J:(ere Nove mber 1."

MEDICAL OPPORTUNITY
· New modern equipped hospital, reasonably priced, for sale.
Wonderful opportunity for one or two ' Christian doctors. Ideal
location to serve southwest Georgia, southeast Alabama and
north Florida. Two congregations of the Church of Christ worship in the county.
For more details and information, please write

---------0•--------

D. c. Lnwrenee, L efors, T exas, Nove mb er
12: Brother M. C. Cuthbertson of Tu cson,
Arizona , closed a t en-da y m ee tin g with the
church in Lefors, Novemb er 8.' Good pr eac h'ing. On e was re5tored. Anoth e r was r es t o r e d
Wedn es day a fter th e m ee ting. Broth er Bob
Fish, our regular l ead e r, direc t ed the s inging in his u s ual fine w a y. A n ew building
is b e ing planned for the church h er e.
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. w. c. White, Cherokee, Texas, November
7: Interest in the work of the church in
Cherokee conti,;ues.
One was baptized at
Normft.ll H. Beeman ·
Michigan Christian College enters its sec- .the close of the morning service on last
ond year of operation with an enrollment Lord's day.
of 103 students. Fourteen classes are being
Archie Waldrum, 1313 Sylvan Avenue, Paloffered on Tuesday evenings by nine instructors. For your free copy " o! our cata- estine, T exas, November 16: 1 have just
log, write to Michigan Christian College, closed a meeqng with the Green's Bayou,
congr egation in Houston. Three were bap14500 Greenfield, Detroit 27; Michigan.
tized. The church in Houston is growing.
Our winter meeting begins here Sunday, December . 6th, with John T. Smith, of Lubbock
W. S._ Willis, Gustine, Texas, November 9: doing the preaching.
The church of Christ in Gustine, Texas, will
have a lectur eship · November 16-20.
The
Theme: The Church. Subjects: November
Felix w. Tarbet, 2685 29th Street, San
16-The Church in . Prophecy-M. F. Man- Pablo, California, October 31: Ten were addchester, Comanche; Nov. 17-The Church in ed to our working forces here in San Pablo
Planning-R. v. Hamilton, Hamilton, Tex- during October.
Five were baptized and
as; Nov. 18-The Church in Fact-W. s. fiv e added by transfer of m embership. AtWillis, Gustine, Texas; Nov. 19-The Churoh tendance and offering are at an all time
at Work-Speaker to be selected; Nov. 20 high for San Pablo. We also opened a new
-The Church of Tomorrow-David Allan, class-room addition to our building daring
Octob er .
Brownwood, Texas.
~IIGHIGAN

CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

--------0--------
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c.

Ray Miller, 208 So. Witte, Poteau, Oklahoma, November 4: B. E. Lemmons of Sherman, Texas, was with us in a meeting Sep tember 28 through October 7. He did his
part well. The church was edified by the
good lessons.
I returned last weelt from
Muncie, Indiana, where I ··was in a meeting
with the Central congregation. Interest was
good, one was restored and four were baptized.

SucceAJ/uf 'fll/eeling-J
Are Advertised Meetings
Send for free sample booklet "How to Plan Your Meeting Publicity" and learn
abou-t the special Advertising Edition of the. Just A
Moment. Write card today to

Jt:JST A MOMENT
QUINLAN, TEXAS

CHURCH
~EWS
from

5-K!

J. o. Jones, 1014 Beech Street, Little Rock.
Arltansas, November 9: There were three
additions yesterday which makes fifteen in
all the last few weeks since my last report.
We rejoice to note the growth of the church
'in this part of the state. Also, from every
place the Word is being preached It seems
it is bringing forth much fruit. Let us thank
God for the great harvest of souls that are
being gathered in, and press on brethren to
higher heights in the Master's service.

A. E. Findley, P. 0. Box 403, Refugio, Texas, November 11: Some time ago we told
about an oil and cattle man furnishi~·g us a
'rocker full of fine juicy steaks and roasts.
Now here is something worth more than the
cattle on a thousand hills. We baptized this
man into Christ last Lord's day. He 'told
me h e had not been inside a church house in
lhirty years till he heard me preach last
summ e r. He is really a fine man and will
b e worth much to the church. 59 from all
sources have been added to the church since
we came here twenty months ago. Peace
prevails. To· God be the praise.
0. C. Hartsell, 612 Elm Street, Minden,
Louisiana, Novemb er 12: Recently Brother
Elmer Gobles of Dixie Inn church of Christ
m et Mr. Kenneth Reeves of the United Pen tecostal c hurch in a discussion ·o n the subject of Holy Spirit baptism. B~other Robert
G. Cool-: of the Springhill church of Christ
moderate d for Brother Gobles. There were
two days of this discussion. Large crowds
attended. Good was done. Brother Gobles
is a Bibl e student, loves the truth, and is
striving to teach it at every opportunity
that comes his way. Wife and I, with the
h elp of God, are laboring with the Minden
church to advance the cause of Christ in
this Parish seat. If and when Sister Hartsell's health is b ack to normal we can do
much more in our lVIaster's name.
OUr
hearts rejoice to know that · the churches of
Christ are on the move in all parts of the
world. God's bl ess ings be upon the churches 'bf Christ everywhere.

WRITE FOR

Information

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
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Furniture Co •• Inc.
.John

w.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 S. JUnrka Avenue
Brooklyn 13, New York
WILLIAJU N. FRYEB-Evnncellilt
ROGER ·w. BAWLEY-Evancellat
Sunda.y-10:00 A...~L and 6·:00 P.K.
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Phone: · PResident 4-4738

Tuesday, November 24, 1953
Dick Powell, 212 N. Taylor Street, Gainesville, Texas, November 16: We had good attendance here at the Broadway church of
Christ yesterday. We had three to identify
with us yesterday.
The Commerce Street
congregation of this city started · a good
meeting yesterday with Brother C. E. McGaughey doing the preaching.
Cllarles E. Wilson, 111 S. Keystone, Stafford, Kansas, November 16: 'we have had
three restorations and one baptism since we
moved here May 22: Brother Dale Church
held our fall meeting October 7-18.
His
l essons were very instructive and the brethr e n feel t-hat much and lasting good was accomplished by this meeting. I would like
to !)old about three meetings this spring.
Meetings with a :~=ossibillty of locating will
be considered. I
will also consider one
missionary meeting.
Jol•n L. Davis, Junction, Texas, November
12: The ·worlt of the Lord moves along in a
very fine way at the College Street Church
of Christ here in Junction.
After thre e
years of pleasant work with the Eighth
Street Church of Christ at Ballinger, Texas,
I accepted a call from the brethren here in
Junction. The church here is small due to
tile fact that the church has had some trouble and that another congregation has been
started on Tenth Street.
However I can
state at this time that the trouble that
existed has in a measure been brought
closer together and rt is only a matter of
time until all will be settled. I am positive
that all who pulled away are sorry and time
wlll bring them back into the fold. We are
busy having organized classes with good
teachers and all seem to have a desire to
wotk.
At this time we are preparing to
Install a library In the church building for
the benefit of all the members. We have a
daily radio broadcast of (KMBL) and that
has done a lot of good. We are hopeful of
bringing many souls to Christ through this
effort. .
W. L. Daze, 417 Welch Street, Denton,,
Texas, N"ovember 17: Brother L . R. Wilson
was the preacher during our fall meeting at
Welch Street which closed last Lord's day
evening. As always he was ou,tstandin!:' in
his presentation . of the truth. Two former
Baptists are · now New Testament Christians as a result of having been baptized
into Christ for the remission of sins. One
brother confessed ·waywardness and asl{ed
for prayers in his behalf. Last Lord's day
morning saw a n ew record set in Bible study
attendance and the house was packed for
the preaching hour. We are certain that
Bro t her Wilson's efforts will have lasting
and far-reaching results. Quite a few students from both Denton coll eges attend our
services or those of the two other congregations. Howev er, we believe that some are
neither attending here nor at home. Therefore we ask parents to co-operate by doing their part in urging and insisting that
th eir sons and daughters not forget their
obligations to the Lord, while away from
home. No one can take the place of father
and mother when it comes to influ encing
these young· people, and we need their help
very much.

MAJESTIC HYMNAL
"And I said, Oh that I had wings of a
dove ! Then would I fly away, and be at
rest" (Ps. 55:6).
After reading these precious words, turn
to Song No. 1 in the "Majestic Hymnal."
-;-Austin Taylor

Tuesday, November 24, 1953
"This message to declare that I have
closely examined MAJESTIC HYMNAL, the
brand new song book just from the press of
the Firm Foundation, and that I cannot recali a single gospel song book duril)g the
past 40 years that so completely justifies its
title-MAJIDSTIC HYMJil"AL. Many brand
new songs, many favorites of the past-the
book is suitable for every purpose where
good singing is desired and the truth taught.
The boolt has my heartiest commendation,
and I urge a thousand churches to order
them fn large quantities."-Tice Elkins.
I have ' been using song boolts a long time,
and I think MAJESTIC HYMNAL is one of
the finest books I have ever seen."-J. W.
Bragg.
"MAJESTIC HYMNAL" came in good time.

E. Lacy Porter, Huntingdon, Tennessee,
November 16: In my last meeting near Tecumser, Missouri, three were baptized. The
worlt here seems to be making progress. Our
contributions have been larger this month,
and we had our largest attendance in Bible
study November 8 since I have been here.
If you should pass through, we invite you
to stop and worship with us.

Claude A. Guild, 271\1 E. Belknap Street,
·Ft. Worth 11, Texas, November 16 :
Th e
meeting at Baytown, Pruett and Lobit Sts.,
closed with two baptisms and five restorations. A sizeable contribution was made to
the church work in Portland, Oregon, where
we ~ill be laboring beginning June, 1954:
Brother A. Hugh Clark is the minister tl!ere
a nd directed the singing during the meeting
in a very fine way.

It looks good to have a new book with a

lot of new songs that can be used."-Edgar
L. w. 1\layo, San Jose, California: I know
Furr.
a fine young man who has been preaching
for so m e years now who wiii be ava!Iable
"I have seen many song books, but it is for work soon. He is 26 years old, married
my judgment that MAJESTIC HYMNAL is and has one child. He has attended Abilene
the greatest song book that has ever been Christian College one year and has experipubl!shed for the churches of Christ."-W. ence in local work. He Is sound in the
N. Bohannan.
faith, and pure of character. If you would
be interested in him, please write me at 81
"I have received my copy of the MA:JEs~ No. 8th, San Jose, Cal!fornia.
TIC HYMNAL. My wife and I have examined every song, and we think It is the best
James R. Wilburn, Box '109, Neenah, Wisof all YOU I' works. I want to say to the consin, October 19: This Is my first •eport
congregations throughout the brotherhood since coming to. Wisconsin. I have been In
where I have cnducted meetings the past Neenah, Wisconsin, now for about a month
fifty years: 'BUY IT'."-To~ Walker.
and a half, being supported by the church
in Winters, Texas. Neenah Is the center of
"We rejoice with the publ!shers of MA- the Fox River Vaiiey, an area of some 400,JESTIC HYMNAL .for they have toiled into 00'0 population. Johnny Ramsey and I labor
the night to produce a song book that would together in this area, making Neenah the
meet the needs of the churches everywhere center of our operations. One was baptized
and In ail places. Each song is a gem and last Sunday bringing the total membership
wili have a spiritual effect in congregation- to 37. The contribution Is averaging about
al and group singing."-J. G. Dooley.
$110. We also haYe just closed an eight-day
meeting in Green Bay, 40 miles t 'o the north.
"I have received and thoroughly examined Green · Bay Is a city of 55,000 with eight
a copy of the new MAJESTIC HYMNAL. I members of the church· now. Speakers in
find it to be an exceiient cempilatlon of the meeting were: B!lly Boyd of Racine,
good gospel songs, and I am sure it wiii Monroe Hawley of Milwaukee, Bob Lawsoon become a very popular song book rence of Madison, Johnny Ramsey and myamong the congregations throughout the self. Green Bay is predominantly Catholic
brotherhood. There are many numbers worth and needs some strong ~ongregation to back
far more than the price of . the book. Hearty it completely in every aspect of the work.
co ngratulations t 0 you upon the completion Our m ee ting hera in Neenah, November 8
through 16, will be held by Biiiy Boyd of
of this fine book."-Elbert V. Keiley.
Racine, Wisconsin.
"After a partial examination of MAJESTIC
HY.MNAL I find many of the songs we used
to sing in the happy years gone by. Such
gifted singers as Acuff and Evridge, T a ylor
a nd Edmiston, Keiley and Boring, and m a ny
other leading seng writers and singers of
the church seem to be fuily represented as
contributors to this work. This book wiii
find a warm welcome. The songs of hope
a nd love which it conta ins wiii stir the
hearts Qf old and young to deeper revere nce and godly living. Thanks a miiiion for
the copy you have sent to me."-Tillit s.
Teddlie.
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Write today

Jacksonville, Texas

H. F. Sharp, Conway, Arkansas, November
15: Since Brother Nichol has been unable
to obtain suitable propositions for debate
and since Mr. Jackson wants to make all
arrangements for the debate at Kewanee,
Misso uri, the debate has been put off for the
present.

c. L. 1\lnxwell, 1026 St. Paul, Gonsales,
Texas: I had the pleasure of being in a
g ospel meeting with the brethren at Bastrop recently.
The congregation is small
but they have a will to work. Brother G.
H~ P. Showalter is laboring . with them an if
is doing a fine work. Brother Norman, the
song l eader for the Northside Church of'
Austin, conducted the song service in a very
commendable way. Brother Showaiter and
his excellent wife were present every service. Other preachers attending were Brother Lynn of the University Church of Christ,
Brothe r Packer of McDade, and Brother Luther Norman of Barksdale. Despite the inclement weather the . attendance was good.
Three baptisms resulted from the effort,
and interest Increased. I have resigned thework in Gonzales effective the last Lord's
Clay in January. I have seen this congregation grow from a small congregation to a
good size church. I preached here in 1947,
resigned, and came back In 1950. A ·new
minister will be selected in the very near·
future.
I shall begin with the Waelder
Church of Christ the first Sunday In February.
This congregation has been very
small for years. Brother Clarence Miller and<
a few more faithful saints have maintained!
the work In the face of obstacles through
the years. We are praying for growth, antS
for a harvest of souls.
Brother Walter
Clark of Se~uin has been preaching therefor the past few weeks, and is doing a nice
work. I am available to conduct three or
four summer meetings. Churches desiring
my assistance may write me and I shall be
glad to respond.

A GREAT HELP to parents, Sunday
school teachers, children's workers! A book that will be enjoyed
by children of every age! For
school or
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Seat Them in Comfort Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber

based 011.• a1z outsta11d·
i11f!. Dutch Bible story
book, carefully ad~tPtet!
so as to be e11iored by
all ages.

Forrest ll1mlap Public Seating Co.
Rl-3595
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COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply ot
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small package and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so It will keep
indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at ail times. Price:
Large cartons, eac-h, $2.35, postpaid.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box '1'1, Aulrtln 61, TeiDa

•
•
•
•

Large, clear type-easy to read
164 two·Color illustrations
Over 400 stories in short chapters
Covers Bible in chronological order
(but not every boo k )

This thrilling new

BIBLE STORY BOOK

is written

in vivid, imag·inative language that m akes the

Bible really LIVE for boys and girls! And what
better way is there to teach the great truths of
God's Word than through a series of well-told
stories? Each story is j-nterpretacive, making a

subtle but practical application to tbe life of
children today. It is a book older folk will en)oy
reading, too. 639 pages. S4.95, plus 25c for postage and hatzd/jng.
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Bakersfield.

Sixteen grandchildren and 19
survive. Sister Taylor
died in Bakersfield, 'J anuary 2, 1943. In 1947
Brother T aylor married Sister Elizabeth
Bennett who s urv ives his passing. Brother
and Sister Taylor disregarded age and inf irmity of flesh in order to serve humanity
in the name of our L ord; and take car e of
m a ny unfortun ate children in the county
of Kern. Their devotion and sacrifices · won
the admiration of a host of acquaintanc es.
Brother T aylor heard Brother Jack McCarty
preach the gospel in Lubbock, T exas, in
1913; he weighed the evidence and appeal
for a few h ours, and then sought our Brother Liff Sanders, who baptized him and his
three daughters. For forty years, he pro clai.med the gospel in song, sermon and
service; and was a constant reader of the
Firm Foundation for some f ifty years. The
fam ily requested m y service at t he funeral;
aRd Brother Smith of the Central con g reg a tion assisted. "Pr ecious in t h e sight of the
Lord is the death of his saints" (Ps. 116 :
gr eat -g randchildr~n

I

I

-----

BERGNER-Claus Bergner was born on
March 4, 1887, and passed. away in Nashville,
Kansas, September 23, 1953. Of some men,
relative to religious interest, the above bare
facts tell the story-b ut not so of this serv ant of God. A charter member of the Is'ab e l
church, Brother Bergner, in his humble way,
keenly ~upported the work of the Lord for
over thirty-nine years. Edna Hamm, whom
he married in 1904, was a tower of strength
to him as these two gave their a ll in une ndin g loyalty to the cau se in a diffic ult
area. Cou ntl es3 preachers made h is home
theirs, as they cam e f or m ee tin gs a nd r egular a ppointments. I remember vividly his
conve r sation year s ago when he said, "It' s
bad today when breth;-en don't want preachers in their h omes. I have three daughters
and I don't think I cou ld have done any t hing finer for them than have preach ers
visit and share in our home lts much as
possib le." This devoted servant is sur vived'
by his wife; three daughters: Charline Clark,
New Braunfels, Texas; Betty Mcinteer, Nashville, Tennessee; and Bonnie Rutherford,
Mendham, New J ersey, an d seven grandchil <J.ren. Ernest F inley of Wic hita said so m e
very co mfortin g last words a nd Bill Rhodes
a nd Bob Timus h and l ed th e beautiful s in g ing in th'e funeral ser v ice a t Pratt. It is
difficult for me to imagine a f in er fatherin-la'w or one I co uld h ave m o r e deeply
l oved. How precious n ow are the promises
of God.
JIM BILL MciNTEER

*
McDONALD-Hattie McDonald was born
February 15, 1883. She was the second child
of e ight girls a nd two boys born to Martin
v. and F anny Rainwater of Oenaville, . Texas. She was marri e d to Hap P. McDonald.
Th ey lived a d evo t ed Christian lif e together, for fifty years, ei!fht months, and on e
day.
Brother McDonald was president of
the Alabama Christian Co llege at Berry,
Alapama, for five years. Sister McDonald
taught in th e co ll eg e. She was love d by all
that knew h er. The writer was , a student
at the above n a m ed school th e f irs t three
year t erm s, 1 91 8 to 1~21. I have been in
c los e touch with Brother an d Sh;ter M.c Dona id for some 35 years. I do not recall th e
day t hat I thought she was out of place.
She enjoyed good health an d we have n o
record of h er missi ng a Lord's se.rvice . She
passed from ~hi s life September l st a t Faye tte, Alabama.
She was laid to rest at
Greggton, Texas, September 4, 1963.
The
writer conducted the funeral service before
many frienas and relatives.
TOM WALKER
Dallas, Texas.

* *
TAYLOR-Brother E>. M. T aylor was born
August 15, 1869, in T e rr e Haute, Indian a,
and died October 12, 1953, in Bakersfield,
Cali fornia, at the age of 84 year s, one month,
and 27 day~. In childhood his parents moved
.to Indian T erritol'y where he m ar ried Miss
Martha Johnson in 18 90. They moved to
West T exas more than fifty year s ago and
to Cal ifornia about 25 years ago. T o this
~ani on six children were born. Fiv e s urviv e :
C harley Taylor, an elder at York Boulevard
c hurch, Los Angel es; Ros s T aylor, Bakersfield; Niary Prui tt, Taft, California; Nellie
Smith, Snyder, T exas; and Mildr ed Reid,

15).

J. EMMETT WAINWRIGHT
547 East Walnut Ave.,

El Segundo, Calif.
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Tuesday, November 24, 1953
Our friends may order their copy of thi:;;
and other volumes fro:a1 the Firm Foundation P ublishing Hou se, Box 77, 1 Austin, Texas.

---------0--------THE
EPISTLE OF PAUL
TO THE
1CHURCHES OF GALATIA . By Herman N.
Ridderbos.
Wm. B. Eerdman's Pub. Co.,
Grand Rap ids, Mich. 238 !?ages .• 1953. $3.5 0.

This is the latest volume in the ser i es of
commentaries under the general caption,
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. This is an
effort to present a seri es of comm entaries
by modern conservative scho larship that is
thorough and ab r eas t of modern scholar s hip, yet at the sa,me time, true to the Word.
B ut this ser ies, lik e a ll others, wi ll n ot coin c ide w ith what each reader mlty believe
or understand-it is s till a commen tary, and
a very good one.
T h is stimu lating· n ew commentary is by
a Professor of New Testament at the Kam pen Theological Semi n a.ry i n the Netherlands. It i~ a valuabl e and critical com mentary to add to one's book she lf. Our
friends may ord er th e ir copy or copies from
the Firm Founda~ion P u blishing House, Box
77, Au'stin, Texas.
--------01--------

o o o o,

THE SPREADING F L AME. By F. F . Bruce.
Wm. B. Eerdmano P ubli sh in g Co., 255 J effer AND PEACE AT LAST.
By Russell L. son Ave., S. E. Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 550
Diclc;; and Th omas S. Kepl er. Th e Westmln- pages. 1953. $5.00 .
•ster Press, Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia
7, Pa. 94 pages. 1953. $1.50.
P. D. Wilmeth

This volume contains three volumes in
one. It is a record of t h e "rise a nd pr og ress of Christ ianity down to the time when
it became es t ab lish ed in G r eat Britain.
The author writes fo r the average reader
in a mo s t inte r es tin g fashion . Th e a uthor
is a conservat ive English scholar, who i s
h ead of the t d e partm ent of Biblical hi s tory
a nd lit eratur e at the University of Sheffield.
This tr ea tm ent of c hurc h hi story concerns
a fiel d of which most Americans know little
or nothing. It h as its pl ace in your libra ry.
Our friends may order their copy from the
Firm F o undatio n P ublishing Hou~e, Box 77,
Austin, Texas.

Thi ~ is a uni que and singula.r book-no th ing lik e it in print, known to this r eviewer .
Its purpose is to help us to face the unwanted fac t of DEATH.
Dicks recounts
what went through his mind as he lay dyin g las t night. Th e thes is of the boo!{ is
that " d eath is a p a rt of lif e." In Part 2 Dr.
K epler has made selections from so m e of
th e choicest writings of th e ce n t uri es on the
s ubj ec t of death. At th e c lose of the book
are a collection of brief poems and prayers
related to the Christian's experie nce of
death. P r each ers will find this a ver y valuable littl e volume for the pe r son who is at
---------•0--------the d oor of d epartur e from this life. Our
'f riends m ay order th eir copy from the Firm
ON EAGLE 'WINGS. By George W. Tru ett .
Foundation Publishing Co., Box 77, Au~tin, Eer dm a n 's. Gra.nd Rap id s, :Mich. 1953. 186
·T exas.
pages. $2.50.
o-----

On Eagle Wings is th e seventh volume in
THE> RECOVERY OF HUMANITY.
By a seri es entitled, Th e Tru ett Memorial SeJ ames D. Smart.
Th e Westminster Press, ries. Thi s i s th e sec ond to d eal exclusiveWitherspoon Bldg., Philade lphia 7, Pa. Pp. ly with Old T estament texts. The sermons
157. 1953.
$2.50 .
in this vo lum e cover a wide range of themes.
Thr ee of the sermons stand out In this volum e as this write r views th em . Th ey are:
This is a volume of sermons delive r ed by Th e Bible Lost and Found; Mutilating God's
Dr. Smart, a Presbyterian minister. It i s an W ord ; an d The G r eat Woman. All are good,
~mphasis
o n expository preaching, wh ich but these seem most pertinent to present
the author feels is greatly needed in these da.y. problems. Those who have been adding
days. The sermons begin with the assump- these volumes to their library will welcom e
tion that there is something wron g with hu- this add itional one a nd b e happy to !mow
manity, and that the gospel is designed to of i ts availability. It is well k n own that Dr.
meet that need. There are two focal points Tru e tt preached forty-seven years for th&
in th ese sermons; first, that of th e indivi- Firs t Baptist Churc'h of Dallas, Texas.
dual, an d second, th e church a nd the world
Our fri ends m a)t order their copy from
in which it is set . Dr. S m a rt is the author th e Firm F o unda ti o n Publishing House, Box
of or e di to r of the N:ew Presbyterian cur- 77, Aus tin, Texas.
riculum for Christian e ducation, and returned to the pulpit after completing this
wo rk. Any; r eader will find profit in this
C. R. Nichol, Christian, and W . E. Shervo lume , even though h e mlty not agree with rill, Baptil;t, will b e in d eba t e in Benton,
.111 that is said.
Arkansas, December 1-4.

Austin, Texas, Tuesday, December 1, 1958
$3.00 Per Year in Advance

Vol. 70, No. 48]

National Weekly, World- Wide in Mission, Definite in Policy-the Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Under l"reHilt
Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: "The Lord Knoweth them that are his" (2 Tlm. 3:19)

W.
Man's Need of God

Men ponder the virtue of poverty and the vice of excessive riches without reaching a satisfactory conclusion. They
read in the New Testament that Lazarus was saved and the
rich man was lost, and er.roneously decide that poverty saves
while riches doom the soul. But Lazarus was saved because
he did the wilf of God, not Because he was poor; and the
r ich man was los_t because he failed to do .the will of God,
not just because he was rich.
Riches may prompt men to a self-sufficient life, while
poverty may lead them to trust in God. That riches do not
necessarily condemn is manifest from what is said concerning Abraham: "And Abraham was very rich in cattle, in
atlver, and in gold" (Gen. -13:2). In spite of this, James says
Abraham was the friend of God ( J as. 2: 2 3) . Rich men are
sinners when they trust in riches instead of God. Excessive
wealth has the tendency. to cultivate in men a spirit of selfsuffioiency.
The sin of the Laodiceans was in their notion that they did
aot need God, because they already had everything they
aeeded. That church said, "I am rich, and increased with
g-o-ods, and have need of nothing" (Rev. 3:17). This sense
of adequate provision made them lukewarm towards God.
They lost · their zeal and their devotron . languished. They had
five defects of which they were not conscious. -T hey .did not
know that they were wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and n1,lked. They had lost sight of the providence of
God and the true values of life. They did not recognize their
o.eed of God.
David had some vices, and probably his greatest virtue
was his unfaltering trust in God. In time of need he looked
to God for help instead of depending on his own resources,
lle wrote, "As the hart panteth after the · water brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, 0 God". (Ps. 42:1, 2). The rea&on there is hypocrisy, indifference, backsliding, and negligence, is because men forget their need of God.
Christ The Only Way
Jesus and all the apostles taught that man's only hope
of salvation is in Christ. Jesus said, "As the branch cannot
bear fruit of it~elf, except it it abide in the vine; no more
can ye, except ye abide in me" (Jno. 15 :5). Then he. said,
"He that abideth in me, and I i-n him, the same bringeth
forth much fru it ; for without me ye can do nothing" (Jno.
15: 6) .
When Thomas was in a quandary as to -the true way to
b.eaven, Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life :
nG man cometh unto the Father but by me" (Jno. 14: 6).
Jesus is the only way to heaven ' because he established the
4Mlly true church. When the churoh was established, it is

M~

DAVIS

said, "And tP,e Lord added to the church daily sueh as
should be saved" (Acts 2:47). Who will say that the Lord's
adding them to the church was non-essential? And who will
say that' the church to which they were added was not
the church of Christ? Would the Lord add them to a church
that was not his own? And don't forget that the Lord is
still adding the saved to the church. He ad~ them to the
same church he did then. And there were no denominations at that time.
-58 4 2 Mon_ticello, Dallas, Texas.

Thanksgiving
Quentin A. Drum
A few hundred years ago the pilgrims came to America,
hoping to be able to practice their particular brand of re-ligion, -without anyone to molest them, or to make them
afrai-d. While their worship was not in harmony with the
will of God, we have reasons to believe that they were a •
thankful people. During the first harvest season after the
pilgrims came to America, they gathered their harvest together, and gave thanks to God f.or their. mantY blessings.
The earliest harvest thanksgiving in Ameri'ca was kept by
the Pilgrims in Plymouth in 1621, and it was repeated often
then, and in the ensuing century, Congress recommended days
of thanksgiving annually during the Revolution, and in
17·84 for the return of peace. President Madison issued a
proclamation of the same in 1815 . Thanksgiving Day, in the
United States, is a national festival, fixed by proclamatioll.
of the president and the governors of states, and ranks as a
legal holiday.
I
Thanksgiving Day is a legal holiday, set aside by men, and
not by God. Men celebrate it in various :ways. Some make
long trips, some go hunting, others get drunk, and others
eat turkey~ It requires only a . small amount of thinking
to know that getting drunk is not a process of giving thanks.
No special day is mentioned in the Bible for thanksgiving;
we should live thankful lives at all times. However it is not
wrong to make a trip on Thanksgiving :J)ay, visit friends,
eat turkey, and give thanks to God for all blessings that we
have received from him. Assembling for special religious
services on Thanksgiving Day is a custom practiced by me:s.,
that is based upon the teachings of men and is without divine authority.
Men offer gratitude to God, we live in his presence each da.y,
in :him we live, and move and have our being. God is not
only the maker of our bodies, he is also the Father of 011r
spirits: Without the power of God, we could have no life, because he is the giver of all life, all breath , and all thin.g s. It
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was God who breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life;
and made it possible for man to become a living soul. God
made man for a greater purpose than he did plant and animal
life; God 1st man have dominion <>ver everything that creeps
upon the earth: Although God has ,placed a great estimate
upon man, and has provided for all of man's physical needs,
God wants us to know that the world is not ours bu his
(Psalms 24:1, 2). For all the blessings· that God bestows upon us, we ought to give thanks to him every day of our lives.
Most ' of all we ought to be thankful for the gift of J es us,
because without the gift of Jesus no one could be saved. "God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him. should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3 : 16). The first par t of the verse tells us
how much God l oves all .men, we surely ought to thank! God
for his boundless love. To benefit from God's love, to be
saved from ·one's past sins, and to be saved eternally is conditional. Man must believe on the Son of God, and this belief
must lead one t o obey the will of God. To be saved from past
sins, one must hear and believe the gospel (Romans 10:17) ,
repent of his sins (Acts 17:30), confess faith in Christ (Matt.
10:3 2), · and be buried with his Lord in baptism for the remission of sins (Romans 6 : 4, ~cts 2: 3 8) . Only those who
have complied with the above conditions can acceptably thank
God for the gift of Jesus. Those who have not complied with
these conditions, deceive themselves when they think that
God hears their expressions of thanks. Every faithful Christian is thankful to God, for the gift of Jesus, and we ought
to express our thanks to him frequently.
Christians ought to thank God for the opportunity to work
in his vineyard. The denominations have not entered the
Lord's vineyard, therefore, they have n.o right to thank God
for the opportunity to work in his vineyard. Our means of
transportation is more rapid than it was during the days of
the apostles; for this we ought to thank God, and show our
gratitude by using the modern means of travel to carry the
gospel to the lost. When the apostles were upon the earth, the
means of transportation was very slow, yet Paul said that
the gospel was · preached to every nation during his generation. Today there are many nations that have not heard the
gospel, in view of this can we truthfully say, that we are
thankful to God for the opportunity to work in his vine~ard?
We are not in the Lord's vineyard to loaf, we are in it to
work in his vineyard.
I am thankful to God for the ·form of government under
which American citizens live, for the protection it gives man
in life, liber ty and hi~ pursuit of happiness. In America a
man has the right to be ari employee or an employer, to
marry, rear a family and the like. Under a communistic form
of government a man does not h ave an op·portunity to own
property, can.n ot choose his employer, get his wages increased
or quit his j ob at will. The san ctity of marriage is also destroyed, women became eomm unity property, and must produce as many children for the state as possible, their children being cared for by the state, in the meantime the women
work for the state. I am aware of the fact that our government is not perfect, but I believe that it is the best in the
world. I am thankful to God that I can speak against the
evils of communism, and all manner of evil. Under our present form of goveniment, we have the opportunity to worship
God in spirit and in truth, wi't hout anyone to molest us , or
make us afraid . If we were under the dictato rship of communism we would have to risk our lives to worship God in
s pirit and in truth. May God help us to be thankful for the
blessingfl that we enjoy as American citizens, and especially,
for the right to worship according to the will of God.
We enter the church as babes in Christ. It is God's will
that we grow into the likeness of Christ. We cannot see ourselves growing into the likeness of Christ, just as we cannot
see our children grow, however we know that it is normal

for them to grow; we can also know that we are growing into
the likeness of Christ. A Christian is thankful to God for the
opportunity to grow into the likeness of Christ. The more
closely we imitate Christ from day to day, the more nearly
like him we become . It is possible for us to anchor our life
in him, to the extent that we will never fall (1 Peter 1: 10 ).
We ought to thank God for Christ who is our perfect example, and always look to him, and do all that we can each
day to grow into his likeness.
The end of life on earth is not the end for a faithful Christian. He has the hope of eternal life, which is far greater
than life upon this earth. "For we know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building
of God an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" ( 2 Cor. 5: 1). Men are moved by the hope of reward,
and we ought to thank God for the hope of a bright eternal
home in the h eavens. Heaven is only for those who prepare
for it. T'h ose on the outside of the church have no hope of
everlasting life. Everyone who enters the chur ch and remains
faithful until death w ill be given the crown of life that fadetb
not away. Are you living a t hankful life? Only a Christian has
the hope of glory ( 1 Thess. 4: 13). If you a,r e not a Christian, turn to God and live a thankful life of love in his service. If you are a Christian continue to serve 9-od faithfully,
giving thanks t o him in everything, · looking not upon the
things that are t emporal; but upon the things that are
eternal.

Back In Germany Again
Roy V. Palmer
I am down in Southern Germany at Augsburg, not far from
Munich, holding a two weeks meeting for the German church
h ere. Brother Ted Nadeau and I are staying here with a
German family, and they are really nice. He is a ma-chinist
who maintains the mac·hinery in !!- weaving factory, but he is
very poorly paid. He earns 290.-D Mark,s a month. They
take out 90 .-DM for insurance, social security, taxes, etc.
They have a little apartment, a kitchen and bedroom , and
one other little room as wide as a bed is long (about). No
bath, toilet is downstairs, and water is in the hall. But it is
spotless clean, and they are happy. ,He (Brother Lohner) is
53 a nd she 47. They were in the Baptist church 15 years or
lon ge ~, but had practicallr, studied themselves out of it when
T ed and Jack Nadeau came here last year. The churc·h began
in September last year-they have bap tized 33, and have 31
left, but three or four of these are p-retty weak. Many are
very devoted to the church. They had a tent meeting in
June,, and now this one-and perhaps because no advertising was done-our crowds have not been too good. We have
several outsiders coming,, though. Between 40 and 50 have
been here most evenings:
We had a good meeting at FranJrfurt with Brother Kaus
Gobbels preaching. We h ad between 130 and 150 in attendance with a good n umber of ou tsiders . We h ave about 45
members there in the Sachsenhausen congrega1>ion. Brother
Gobbels is one of the preachers who studied three years in
the Bible Training c 'o urse in Frankfurt-in fact I think he is
the very first one I asked t:o come to our Bible training proFIRM FOUNDATION Published Weekly by the Firm Foundatio n Publishing House, Austin, Texas, G. H. P . Showalter, Editor.
! ubscription Rates:

1 Year ________________ _:_ ____ ~-------$ 3.00 ~

~0 y;~~;B -================================================= 1~:g~
2.0 0

Clubs of 6 or more, each --------------------------- -----

Entered as second-class matter A'Pril, 1886, at the Post Ot!ic~
&t Austin, Texas, under · act of March 3, 1879.
Office of Publication, 8110 Guadalupe Street, Austin Texas.
Advertising rates sent upon request.
'
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
3110 Guadalnp.e Street, Austin, Texas

Tuesday, December 1, 1953

FIRM FO'UNDATION

gram in 1948. He has ma4e wonderf ul progress, an4 preaches
like an old experienced preacher. We urge each person in
these meetings to come to us privately to study the Bible
'and to let us help them obey the gospel. We also have cards
in the songbooks and we urge them to write their names and
addresses on these cards so we can visit them or talk with
them about their salvation .
We have sever al contacts from the meeting which are
being followed . up by some of the brethren in Frankkfurt. ~
1
was able to make some calls before I l eft for this meeting,
too. We enjoyed the lectureship immensely. Brother and
Sister Floyd Davis from Lille, France (Norman, Oklahoma)
were with us that week.
'
Last week I h ad to leave Saturday for Augsburg, and
missed the Bennetts: They came to Frankfurt on the way to
the ·S tates and stayed from Saturday night until Wednesday
evening with my family.
Here in Au gsburg we h ad 3 5 members from the churqh
in Munich up to visit Sunday. They rented a bus. Brother
Hopfl, a young German pr:eacher, converted since I returned
to the States in 1951, preached for us Sunday morning. H'e
studied in Frankfurt one year, then Jack Nadeau returned to
the State,s and he came to preach in Munich. H e has made
wonderful progress, and will really make a fine preac~er
with more experience.
We find that the work in general over here is making
good progress. It is slower than we might hope, but sound.
If we but have the faith to keep on keeping on we will see
churches all over Germany in our lifetime. May the Lord
give the brethren at home a spirit of perseverance in spreading the kingdom, and bless ·those carrying the Word in far
away places with the strength to labor faithfully.

(TO THE READIDR: Those who know Brother Glen L.
Wallace know quite well that Brother Wallace is not given
to idle, thoughtless, wandering, worthless, pointless criticism of efforts being made by others in seeking to establish
New Testament Christianity. We are publishing his article
herewith with the feeling that it will meet with careful,
conscientious consideration. With our confidence in the brethren who are preaching the gospel through the "Herald of
Truth," we are certain (that they desire to be scriptural and
correct in all that they do and that the observations submitted in the following article by Brother Wallace will meet
with kind reception and with due and proper, sincere and
scriptural consideration.--(}. H. P. j3.)

Questions About The "Herald of Truth"
Glenn L. Wallace
One should be reluctant to criticise his brother, especially
when there is evidence that the brother is sincere in what
he is doing. When a suggestion is offered and a question is
asked about a work that a brother is doing, ther e are some
who immediately cry, "Obstructionist," "Objector," "Jealous," and "Crank," yet Truth is always to be found in sincere . study of a question. I have some sincere questions to
ask about the operation of the "Herald of Truth" radio program, but before I raise the questions, I wish to be understood. If I am wrong and if I have misjudged anyone, I shall
be glad to make the necessary corrections.
The church that lends its endorsement to this program is a
good congregation and is led by sincere men. They have always been men . who stand for truth. The men who do the
preaching are my friends and the sermons I have heard and
read have been gospel sermons. I am not jealous of the work
and I rejoice in any good that has been done. I do not question the sincerity of any who work for the program.
The budget for this program is currently set at ONE MIL-
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LION, FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND dollars for .a year's
contract on rad io and television. This is a great sum of
money and e-ven if the results are very meager, perhaps the
budget could still be justified. It is not the size of this. budget that ·disturbs me, but · the methods used to collect this
money are questionable in my mind.
There are fourteen people employed in this organization and salaries for its operation are at present about.
$5,000 monthly, Anoth er $2,000 is usually r equired to operate the office. This does not come from the church that .
"sponsors" the program, but from the peopl e of the brother-·
hood ove~ the nation.
The "Herald of Truth" operates under a sectarian name~
Can we app ly the name of men: or ·movements to the official
work or a ny part of the ·work of a New Testament chur.~b,
(1 Cor . 1: 12) ? The "Herald of Truth" is on the lips of listeners more than the name of Christ's church. "Herald of
Truth" . is ~sed as a name for one bran ch of a congregation's
work. To the average man over the land, the "Hera ld of
Truth" is an organization with a definite program, personnel
and organization. It is presented as the "Herald of Truth"
just as the "Epworth League" ' is presented to the world by
the Methodist Church. If the women of the congregation
should organize the "Dorcas Club," would we object? If our
young people want the "Busy Little Fingers for God," would
w e endorse such a name and organization locally?
The brethren of the "Herald of Truth" have an organization with officers both from the Highland Church and from
other congregations. The "Herald of Truth" solicits money
1
for its op.e ration from . individu als over the land. The program makes a solicitation throug-h congregations but a campaign has been carried on independent of congregational
solicitation. I am simply asking, is this a scriptural plan of
operation? If a congregation among us should set up "The
Society for the Conversion of the Orient" and send forth
solicitors among the brotherhood, would anyone object?
Woul~ it be right?
The "Herald . of Truth" solicits money for the "Herald of
Truth." Checks are made payable to the "Herald of Truth."
Advertising material features the name "Herald of Truth"
in bold letters . If this is proper procedure, then I have been
taught wrong all my life and I shall apologize for even raising the question.
There is within the mind of many today, a grave doubt as
to the scripturalness and effectiveness of any program of
work that r eaches such proportions as to become a "World~
wide brotherhood activity'" and wholly beyond either the
support or the supervision of any one congregation. Earl
West, one of the most brillant students <Jf the Restoration
movement today, says: "So, a local congrega tion obligates
itself to spend h alf a million dollars in one year for a national r adio broadcast, or a benevolent institution. Is anyone so
naive to suppose that this is the work of a local church. A
local congregation has obligated itself to becom e tH.e agency
through which t·h e church universal can act." (Gospel Advocate). He then asks: "Does God intend the church universal to act in any kind of combination?"
1, Can a local church present a "Dorcas Club, " a "Herald of
Faith," a "Band of Hope" or the "Herald of Truth,' as
a m edium through which to operate, either locally or in
any capacity?
2. I have always preached that an organization larger than
a local church is larger than a New Testament Church
and is therefore not a New Testament Church. Have I
been right?
3. Is the " Herald of Truth" a brotherhood program? If so,
can the brotherhood offer suggestions and ask question s
about its operation?
Abilene, Texas.
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Divorce And Marriage
w. s.

Willis

When I was preaching for the church at \}rand Prairie,
Texas, the Elders asked me to preach on the subject of Di~ ce and Marriage. There have been many who have rerq~ted that I submit that sermon to our church papers
--for publication. Therefore, I am presenting the following ·for
~ your consideration.
The subject for this article is among the churck's greatest
~-and most serious subjects, and it should be given serious
: and prayerful thought. It is the oldest subject known to man
:as ~d introduced it when he created the man and made the
'\W1llman and presented her to A<l.am, there God joined them
t~~~ther in bone, flesh and blood. An<l. comm;;tnded them :to
to multiply an<l. replenish · the earth." This subject has been
k nown from the beginning of creation and was held and cons idered to be the most serious a n<l. important t'O man until
the "hardness of his heart" prevailed upon Moses to write a
« precept," a rule for moral conduct. This precept or rule di<l.
not change God's law, nor <l.i<l. it nullify it and make it of no
for<:e and effect. Notwithstanding, the eternity of Go<l.'s law
man has endeavored to so interpret it as to bring great confJision in the world, and many of the members of the Lor<l.'s
church are greatly confused thereby. Today it is hard to
find one who is not <l.eceived in believing that •if they can
trump-up a charge of fornication against their husban<l. or
W:ife, they have the right to <l.ivorce them and marry another
at their will and c.hoice. The purpose of this <l.iscussion is to
· to light the
truth on this subject and to impart know,.b;ing
.
'
ledge to the members of the church concerning consequences
· o'f. . di~orce and re-marri~ge. And to affirm that God's law
~ stpl in force upon man an<l. woman in marriage relations.
~d that those who take upon themselves the sacred vows,
.are boun<l. by God's law today just as they were iri the beglm.ning of creation. We have no record of this law having
ever been taken out of God's law book, neither of its having
been amended. to suit the "hardness" of m'an's sinful heart,
in his desire for the lusts of the flesh.
May we turn to the Lord's sermon on the mount, where
· he laid down the fundamental principle-s of. the life when lie
declared the eternity of God's law.s. Jesus said in Matthew
5:118-19, "For verily I say unto you, till heaven an<l. earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law
till all be fulfilled." When
will God's law be• fulfille<l.?
Not
•
!
until heaven and earth shall pass away. In Matthew 5: 31- 3 2
hear what he said upon tbe subject of divorce. "It hath been
said [note, that it, had been said, an<l. not by law] whosoever
shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of <l.ivorcement: but I say unto you that, whosoever shall put away his
wife, saving for the cause of fornica~ion, causes her to commit adultery; and whosoever marrieth her that is put away
committeth adultery." No language could have been plainer
that the cause of fornication was a reason for the putting
away, and not a reason for marrying another. Therefore, it
is not hard to understand why divorce and re-ljllarrying is
such a great sin.
Upon another occasion · the Pharisees (religious leaders)
tried to trap him on the question of divorcement. These Jews
.knew' the law on marriage as well as any other law God had
;given them. "Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?
.And he answerea and said un to them. What did Moses com!ID.and you? And they said Moses suffered to write a bill of
.divorcement, and to put her away. And Jesus answered and
!Said unto them , for the hardness of your heart, he wrote
:you this precept, but from the beginning of creation God
·= a·d e them male and female [and in Matt. 19:8 he said
·"from the beginning it was not so"] f0r this cause shall a
man -leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife, and
and dlhey twain shall be one flesh; so then they are no more
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twain but one flesh .• What therefore God has joined together
let not man put asunder." It was God's ordained plan for
man and woman to be joined together in bone, flesh aJJ.d
blood ; in ord er that they multiply and replenish the eartl
And when Go<l. h as so _joined them in their offspring there is
no power on earth that can separate them, put asunder that
union. "And in the house his disciples asked him again of
this matter, and he said unto them, whosoever shall put
away his wife, (notice) and marry another committeth adultery against her, and if a woman shall put away her husband
(notice) 11nd be married to another she committeth adultery. " If there had been any exceptions that would have permitted a re-marriage while the put away companion was
alive I am sure the Lord would have told his disciples about
it. Also if there was anything in God's law that woul<l. have
justified a re-marriage God woul<l. have revealed it to man
in his word, through his Son, or<l.ained apostles an<l. inspired
writers. This we do not find in the word.
We will now see what the Holy Spirit sai<l. o.n this subject
through the apostle PauL In Romans 7: 1-4 Paul uses an
allegory . of God's law on marriage and the law of Moses to
teach the Judaizing members of the church th.a t while the
law of Moses was alive-in effect, they were married to it,
but when the law <lied-was taken out of the way, they were
no longer bound by that law an<l. could be married to another,

From Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia
H. E. Pierce
We were <l.elighted to receive a letter from Henry Nchena,
a Namwianga mission-tra-ined and educate<l. teacher, who is
teaching for the government. He was teaching at Livingstone
where I led and encouraged him into active evangelistic
work for the church . He has transferred this year to the
Mazabuka Government School in the northernmost district
of the Southern Province. He tells me that he has started a
congregation of the church of Christ there with twelve members. He is assisted in this by another ex-Namwianga boy;
who is welfare officer in Mazabuka. Henry's father and father-in-law were both gospel preachers in the early beginning of the church in this country. He is a very capable
young man whose full-time efforts in such work of establishing the church would '!Je a great boost to our work if he
did not have to give most of his time to teaching for support.
Only $30 a month would be required to have his full-time
services for the benefit of the church if we could get such
support for native workers here.
Another interesting an<l. forward step was made by the
church here at Chilanga. The Lakes congregation was stirred
to indignation by the refusal of the Welfare Committee to
let .us use the community hall . They determined to build
themselves a house. I took hold of that determination and
led them to the completion of a small but fairly satisfactory house. It is made of a framework of poles with grass
tied all over the outside to make walls and a roof. Be it
ever so humble, it is ours, made with our own han<l.s, and
is the first house of the church of Christ in the Central
Province of this great country. It cost us · about $5.00 for
nails and thatching twine. It will serve us for about one
year. We hope by then to put ·UP a permanent one.
There were three baptisms. at the Mine congregation an
two at the Lakes congregation. There were no baptisms a
Lu$aka or Lilayi.
We had a five-<l.ay camping trip in the Mkushi District
where J. E. (Chiripula) Stephenson opened one of the first
district offices in this country. We saw some yery beautiful
scenery and caught some very nice fish in the Lunsimfwa
River.
P. 0. Box 1016, Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia.
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even Christ. These Jews knew God's law governing marriage
for Paul said, "Know ye not brethren, I speak to them that
know the law, how that the la;vv hath dominion over a man
s long as he liveth? (notice now For the woman which hath
an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he
liveth, [how long? until death shall t.h em divide ]. But ii th e
husband be dead, she is loose from the law of her husb and.
So then, if while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress. but. if her husband be dead, she is free from that law, so she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man."
Brethren, if th e.re had been no law that bound man and
woman until death, Paul could not have used this allegory.
The seventh chapt~r of 1 Corinthians is given over almost exclusively to the discussion of the marriage relations between
Christians and unbe lievers. Neither time nor spalle will permit
a further discussion of this subject-Divorce and Marriage.
However, we will beg your patience while we mention a few
things beginning with verse 10. Here Paul is discussing the
relationship between Christians and unbelievers. As we have
the same condition in the church today it will be well if we
will give a few thoughts to this a ngle of the subject of Divorce and Marriag_e . Beginning with verse 10: "And unto the
married I command, yet not I, but the Lord . Let not the wife
depart from her husband: but and if she depart (notice) let
hei· remain unmarried, or be reconciled to h er husb and: and
let not the .husband put away his wife. But to the rest speak
1_, not the Lord . If any brother [-h e is here addressing members of the church] hath a wife that believes no t, and she be
pleased to dwell with him, let him not put h er away. And if
the woman which hath a n husband that believeth not, and
if he be pleased to dwell with her, le t her not leave him. For
the unbelieving husband is sanctified (influenced) by the
(Christian) wife. And the unb elieving wife is sanctified (influenced) by the believing (Christian) husband, else (otherwise) were your children un clean (disgraced but if the parents remain together and keep the children with them) then
yo ur children will be holy. But if the unbelieving husband
depart · (on his own will and choice) let him depart, the
brother or sister is not under bondage in such cases" (theY
are free to pursue their own co urse in life and not bound to
continue to work for and serve the departed one). This does
not mean that th ey -h ave been made free to marry another. I~
so, then Paul has contradicted what he said in the Roman
letter, and what the Lord .has said on the subject. As Paul
closes his discussion he gives the noblest purpose for Christian ,husbands and wives to remain with th eir unbelieving
companions . "For what knowest thou 0 wife, whether thou
shalt save thy husband? Or how knowest thou 0 husband,
whether thou shalt save thy wife." Paul in counseling with
husbands and wives realized that there are some people it is
impossible to live peac.e ably with, therefore he said, "Goo
hath called us to peace."
Brethren, if I am in error, please advise me . Show m e my
error and I will greatly appreciate it, and will be glad to
make the correction. This is too great and important a subject 't o pass over lightly. If our brethren had a better understanding of its seriousness the church would be spared much
embarassment and shame.
Gustine, Texas.

The Church In La Crosse, Wisconsin
Jack Hardcastle
For three years now the College Avenue Church in Lubbock, Texas, has supported a preacher and a weekly radio
program in LaCrosse, Wisconsin. From the beginning the
work has been handicapped by lack of a suitable place to

meet for worship, and as a result th~ growth has been hiil:
dered. The church has grown some, however, and now' the
brethr;en are determined to "rise up and build." They have.
secured well located lots and have plans drawn for a modesti '
building which will be adequate for their present nemfs>and which can be a dded to as future need may demand . .
These brethren are making every effort to be self-sufficient :
in financing this work, but with less than two dozen members ·
and a weekly contrbution of about thirty dollars, it will b.e;
impossible for this good work to go forward without heTp-..
College Avenue will con tin u'e to support the preacher and·
the radio work and will make a substantial contribution to
the building-we al·ready have contributed $2,600 on their .
building and lots. Paul Butterfield, the LaCrosse preacher,
has appealed throug h the papers for more help, and I wish
to commend him and the appeal he makes as worthy. Perhaps there are congregations who would like .to help even
with a small , contribution; others who know the need more
intimately will want to give liberally and substantially to
assure a building for this heroic, little ·g roup which is st:riv.-.
ing even beyond its ability to do the work which needs . to
be done in LaCrosse·. Maybe there are· individual bret:l;tren.
from th e Northern states, who have prospered in this world's
goods, and who would like to help th ese brethren. Send all
contributions to: LaCrosse Church of Christ, 1808 Barlow
Street, LaCrosse; Wisconsin .
LaCrosse is a city of about 50,000 population on tbe ~is~
sissippi River. The proposed building is shown in the ae~
com panying sketch from th e ;;trchitec t's drawing.

A DREAM COME TRUE .
(An address by Athens Clay Pullias, President David
Lipscomb College, delivered at the opening of the 63rd •
session of the Nashv ille Bible School and David Lips- .
co mb . College, September 24, 1953 . )
Vice-Pres i<}ent Collins , Members of the Board, ' Members ef
the faculty , Members of the Student Body, and Visiting
Friends: Long a go Da,vid Lipscomb h a d· a dream-a dream
that took form after years of meditation and study. ' David
Lipscomb dream ed of a school primarily concerned with the
building of Christian character; a school where· the Bible
would be taught each day as the inspired word of God; and
finally a school which would offer such other courses of
st udy as wot!ld prepare young people for lives of usefulness
in the service of God and man. There was a· time in the 1860's
and 70's when David Lipscomb himself feared that such a
school might involve dangers to the church. As the years
passed lie viewed with growing concern the spiritual and
educational n eeds of young people, and he matured in his
study of the Bible. The conviction grew in ·h is heart that
such a school was not only not wrong, but that it was gravely
needed in the training of young people. This conviction increased in force and scope until it became with him a con- '
suming passiqn.
He and Aunt Magg sat before the fire in Avalon H~~e,
frame building which stood just a few feet from what you
know as Aval on Hall, dreaming of the Nashville Bible
School. James A. Hl!-rding, whose great-grandson, Bill Deese,
is here today, and a host of others shared that dream. :hi
October of 1891 this dream of Christian education became a
reality. It began with two classrooms, three teachers, a stu-._ ,
dent body of nine, and a deep love for young people. ThiS
dream has expanded and grown until today at the opening
of the 63rd session of the Nashville Bible School and ':Ela¥Jd
Lipscomb College I have the honor to welcome thia· an iiine
record student body of 1,487. The visio n of David Lipscomb

a
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spread across the years and across the earth to the hearts
fo'f ;wou.r parents, caugh~ hold of your own IIJ.inds and spirits,
:and qrpught you. he·re today from approximately two-thirds of
· these United States, and from distant lands beyond the
:aeas. r .think it especially impressive that one man is here
''l!:odaf who was born and reared eight miles from the city of
-!eltl.lsalem in the land of Judea. In making it possible for you
~ be here your parents have entrusted us with their richest
treasure, and it shall be our const ant eri.deavor to hel p you
grow in "wisdom and stature and in favor with God and
ll.).an ."

The growth of David. Lipscomb College -over the years
has been an inspiring example of achievement. From the
small beginning of nine in 1891 Lipscomb grew to 562 in
19'43--a period of fifty-two .- years. Ten years ago tod,ay our
student body, numbering 562, was divided as follows: The
elemen ary school, at that time composed of grades one
through twelve, had 243 students, and the college, offering
only two years of college work, had an enrollment of 221.
The total financial assets of the college .at that time, as
shown by 'the certified audit of June 5, 1943, were $598,512.85. The faculty and sta~f numbered thirty-nit~~ in iJ,ll
departments .
In ten short years God has wonderfully blessed David
Lipscomb College. Today there are 295 students in the
elementary school, and many, many you~g people · were
turned _away this fall for lack of room. There are 3 0 6 students enrolled in the high school, grades nine throu gh
twelve. This is an all time record for the high school. The
college also -has the highest enrollment in its sixty-three
year history-the total being 8 8 6. T his means that there are
more than two and one-half times · as many young people in
Lipscomb as in 1943. Lacking just two there are four times
as_ many enrolled in the college department alone. The material wealth of the institution is more than six and one-half
times as great as in 1943. The faculty and staff is more
than two and one-half times the size it was then, and you
aU kn0w that an exceptionally beautiful campus, with ten
splend'id new buildings and fine equipment, has been developed. The endowment has grown from nothing in 1943 to
$323,000 as of this day. The David Lipscomb College Foundation has been established for the purpose of guaranteeing
financial support - to the college. The Foundation now has
assets of approximately $250,000.
For this rare period of growth expansion and increased
use-f ulness ·we are indebted to a host of people living and
dead-from David Lipscomb, whose dream has become a
glorious reality, to the last person who has lifted his hand
in behalf · of this institution. I am inspired this morning by
the presence of Brother A. M. Burton and other members of
the Board of Directors. I know the hearts of those members
-of the Board who could not be here today are beating in
unison with ours this morning, and their prayers are ever
turned this way. These men who comprise the board have
given so _m uch for so long of their money and time, and
th.e ir !devotion to Lipscomb, t~at we have no way of expressing in WQrds our gratitude to them. The only way in
which they can ever be repaid. wiU be in seeing yon, and
those who have gone before you, and those who will come
after you in the years ahead, become the noble Christian
men and women that David Lipscomb dreamed of building.
We also know that after this life is over their labors f~r
thi~ institution will be a part of their heavenly treasure.
We are ple11-sed to have Mrs. Helena Johnson present today,
who has given so generously on so many occasions of herseU and her wealth to Lipscomb . Every girl that walks in and
out of Johnson Hall for all time to come will owe a personal
debt to her. We are grateful too for the presence on the stage
af President Emeritus Batsell Baxter, and for the presence
of the members of the faculty and staff, who have labored
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so well and with such invarying devo.tion in building Lipscomb for you-the studen't body of 1953-54. One could never
ask for the privilege of serving with a finer group of men
and women than those who ma,ke up the faculty and staff of
Lipscomb. These devoted hearts of the faculty and staff
transform these elegant buildings into a living force for the
cause of Christian education.
However, as encouraging as these recollections are, it
woul d be dangerous to dwell too long on what has been
done. One of the characteristic weaknesses of mankind is to
fall into the error of thinking more highly of ourselves than
we ought to think. The rich young ruler confidently asked
the question, "What lack I yet?" and was disappointed to
learn that he lacked a very great deal indeed. In the words
of the inspired apostle Paul, we "have not yet laid hold."
The things that have been done are but a beginning of aH
that needs to be done.
The next necessau step is to acquire membership for the
college division of Lipscomb in the Southern Association of
Colleges and Secondary Schools. Our high school is already
a member and has been for a long time.' The senior college
has been approved by the Tennessee State Department of
Education, the University of Tennessee, and -h as been strongly supported in its work by our gracious neighbors, Vanderbilt University and George Peabody College. We have never
made application for memb~rship to the Southern Association, but we have been in constant communication with the
officials of the Association _ iii the process of building the
senior college. We believe that the time :has 1come when a
formal application is in order.
I think it 11roper that I should tell you exactly what our
position is, and what our plans are. ·Acquiring membership
in the Southern Association is a process that will likely requqire several years. It cannot be do_n e over night. We now
have the minimum permanent endowment required before we
apply for membership in the Association. The David Lipscomb College Foundation now has the minimum resources
required to guarantee a stable non-operating income for a
period of five years,. I would like to emphasize that these
are the bare minimum requirements, and that improvements and additions must be continually made. There ·i s
also this extremely imJ?ortant fact which I want to set clearly before you. Over and above what I have mentioned, Lipscomb must have annual gifts for -operating purposes of
$·52,000, or more, for the present student body. If the student body should increase, as we have every reason to believe it will, this sum would increase at the rate of $4,000
additional for each additional one hundred college students.
We are now engaged in an intensive effort to secure promises
of support from substantial and interested people in the
amount of $52,000 per year or more.
It would be unfair to leave the impression that our future
goals are restricted to financial matters , or even chiefly
concerned with them. There will go on, at the same time
that we are striving to improve the financial position of the
school, an even more zealous effort for improvement in
achieving Lipscomb's ed ucational and spiritual ideals. A perfect definition of what we are trying to do for you is found
in the gospel of Luke 2: 4 2, "And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man." We
will succeed in our real work to whatever extent you grow
as. Jesus grew.
I would like for this t'o be our motto, "It Can Be Im-"
proved." That applies to everyone of us, and to everything
that is mortal. I can be a better man tomorrow than I am
today. You can be better men and women than you are. It is
this thrilling prospect of growth and improvement in every
phase of one's life that is the real genius of Lipsco.mb, and I
pray that each of us will take the attitude as long as we live
toward ourselves and all that we do "It Can Be Improved."
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M. Nor vel Young
What Does The Bible Sayl
DON'T BE AFRAID TO BE IN THE MINORITY!

The politician who said, "I had rather be right than president" reflected a distinctly Christian attitude. We are firmly
convinced that a democracy is the best form of government,
but we do not believe that the majority is always right. In
matters of right and wrong one man and God make a majority.
If every one of the two and a half billion people on this
globe voted that it is right to steal or murder, that would not
make it right. So, don't be afraid to be in minority if you
are in the right.
Jesus said: "Enter ye in by the narrow gate:- for wide is·
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
many are they who enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate,
and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they
that find it" (Matt. 7: 13). He was warning us of the danger
of drifting along .with the majority on the downward path.
In all generations God's people have been a faithful minority. Noah and his household believed God instead of the
people. Abraham and his fallJilY served God in the midst of
}leathen idolatry. A faithful minority of ten righteous people
'1\'"0uld have saved wicked Sodom from destruction.
Numbers do not impress the Lord if the majority is wrong.
God chose Israel when they were few in numbElr: "The Lord
ANO'l'HER NEW CliURCH IN MfUNE
Oha.rles S. Chandler

The kingdom of God is spreading in New England as elsewhere. On O-ctober 25th at 3:30 p.m., a new congregation
began in Kittery, Maine. Fif.ty persons assembled from the
following places to assist in the beginning of this new work:
Augusta, Brunswick, S'o uth Portland, an<I Kittery, Maine;
and Mauldin, Brooklin~, and Natick, Mass.
Brother Joe Sanders, formerly of Nashville, Tennessee,
and now preaching for the Brookline, Massachusetts, congregation delivered a very encouraging lesson on why another church in the Kittery, Maine-Portsmouth, New Hampshire area. Three members of the church already have been
located in this area.
If you are interested in assisting· in the beginning of this
4th new congregation in Maine this year, you may send any
contribution for advertising or rent of the hall to: South
Portland Church of Christ, Box 1754, Portland, Maine, marked
" Kittery church." It is believed there are several other members of the church in this area stationed at the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard, but it will take advertising to locate them.
If you know of any m embers of the church in this area,
please notify the South Portland church. Kittery is located
about half way between the South P~rtland, Maine, and the
Mauldin, Massachusetts , congregations, thus bridging a gap
of more than 100 miles between churches.
The new church in Kittery is the fourth church to be established in Maine in the past three months, and the eleventh
during the past six years. This congregation has been in the
planning for some three months with Broth,ers Charles Chandler and Howard Mitchell of the South Portland church
planning to assist until a gospel preacher could be interested in moving to the new work. Already the Richard Hardys
oi Augusta, Maine, have determined with the help of God
t o move to Kittery in the near future . Brother and Sister
Hardy are ex-students of David Lipscomb College in Nashville, and have been wo;rking with the church in Augusta
'f.or the past two years. Brother Hardy is currently working

did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye
were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewtest of all people." Only a faithful minority of the Jews remained faithful to God. The twelve }Vho stayed with Jesus
when the multitudes went away were not afraid to be in the
minority. At Jesus' trial all forsook him, but his righteousness condemned the sin in the lives of the mob who cried:
"Crucify him." Paul experienced the pain of standing alone
be-f ore Caesar's court. He said: "At my first defense no one
took my part, but all forsook me: may i.t not be laid to their
account."
Jesus praised a .faithful minority in the church at Sardis
by saying: "Thou hast a few names in Sardis which have not
defiled their garments, and they shall walk with .me in white
for they are worthy."
It is better to be standing alone on God's truth than standing with millions on error. It is better to be right than president or governor or anything else. At the judgment bar of
God the judge will not be swayed by numbers. He will judge
according to the words of -t ruth which he has given us in hi~
Book. Don't be afraid to be in the minority if you are in
the right. Study God's word _and follow Jesus Christ and his
commands at all cost. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as
God's Son today. Repent of your sins. Confess your faith liefore men. Be buried with him -to rise and walk a new life!
Begin today by becoming a simple, undenominational Chri.s tian;
for the state in the .tax department for partial support, bu,t
it is hoped that full support can be arranged for him to
devote his full time to the work in Kittery soon. If you know
of any congregations -who are interested in launching out
in this new work with this fine couple, plea!j_e contact:
Richard C. Hardy, 236 State Street, Augusta, Maine, or the
South Portland church at the aforementioned address.
Until the Hardys effect their move to Kittery, the Chandlers and Mitchells of the South Portland church will assist
in the regular worship 'servkes each Lord's day at 3:30 p.m.
in the Knights of Pythias Hall in downtown Kittery.
Box 17 54, Portland, Maine.
INCLUDE A VACATION BffiLE SCHOOL IN YOUR PLANS
M. Norvel Young
Many elders or bishops of local churches o.f Christ are already gviing careful thought to planning for the work in
1954. May we suggest that you include a vacation Bible
school in those. plans. About one church of Christ in ten is
now taking advantage of this wonderful medium of teaching.
Here are some of the reasons why more churches should .lJ.ave
s uch a school.
"
1. It provides a wonderful opportunity for intensive Bible training for six or ten days.
2. If three hours are devoted to this each morning a
two-week course is equivalent to a year's training in the
average Sunday morning class.
3. It has the advantage of attracting children from homes
of those not members. Such children will come when they
will not come on Sunday morning. Once they get a taste of
Bible teaching they often enroll for Sunday morning classes.
4. More members of the church can be given work to _do.
5. The training in singing is often worth the entire effort.
Such a course costs some money and requires a lot of effort, but it is well worth it. So, may we urge you to prayerfully consider having a daily vacation Bible school next summer.
,.:0
. ~;
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EDITORIAL
HARDING COLLEGE LECTURESIDP
The Harding College Fall .Lectureship, November
15-19, was one of the most outstanding programs of
any of the Christian colleges. The subject of Biblical
Prophecy, and specially its relation to premillennialism, was diseussed in perhaps the most exhaustive
manner since it became an issue in the brotherhood.
Some forty-five speakers in all addressed their remarks to various phases of the fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecy, and an examination of the arguments in support of the theory of premillennialism.
This editor had the pleasure of speaking twice on
the program. I appreciated this courtesy on the part
of those entrusted with arrangements of the program.
Harding College is growing. If it has received justifiable criticism in years gone in regard to its defense
of, or an apathy teward premillennialism, it seems to
this editor .that this trouble should be forever set
aside. Most people who are premillennialists are not
ashamed to say so, and, as a general thing, are contentious for their peculiar views or conVictions.
The book .covering all the speeches is to be published immediately and will be a great contribution
to the literature offered the churches on an issue of
deep significance to the growth of loyal churches and
the expansion of the congregations of churches of
Christ throughout the world, in a general way. All
the addresses in the entire series are to be included
in the book. We believe that there has never been a
book on this subject that will be as inte.r esting and
as valuable to inquiry along the line of various divisions and sub-divisions on the subject of the millennium. We do not believe that any one of our readers
can afford to be without this publication.
Harding College is making a recognized and substantial growth which is very highly appreciated by
qualified men who have contributed their serviCes to
'the upbuilding of this great educational i~stitution.
The President, Brother .George S. Benson, is nationally recognized as an authority in the field of economics,
and his services have been inyaluable in the administrative department of the college. He has traveled
much and has been responsible for the contributions of

Highland Elders Oversee Chicago TV Production
Confer With DuMont Network Officials
J. :U:. Patterson and John F. Reese, two of the elders of
the Highland church in Abilene, are in Chicago this week to
oversee final production shots of a "pilot film" of the Herald
of Truth television pr{)gram, and to confer with officials of.
DuMont Television Network.
·
It was disclosed last week in Abilene that the Highland
elders had received offers from two major television networks.
The Abilene Reporter News reported that the Highland elders
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many thousands of dollars sorely needed for the construction of modern, permanent and much needed
buildings for the school. Associated with him is Bro.
W. B. West, Jr., in the actual organization of the college and the arrangement of its curriculum·. Also,
Brother Russell Lewis, Brother Maddox, Dean Sears,
and other members of the faculty are identified with
the executive department in the arrangement of
courses of study.
A valuable addition to the faculty is· that of Brother
Leonard Lewis recently from George Pepperdine· College. I am mentioning men with whom I am personally
acquainted and in whom I have confidence as to their
ability and loyalty, and with no intended discrimina. tion in regard to other teachers and instructors in
the school, whose 'valued services have meant, and do
mean much to the school.
Harding College has recently made a very pro-·
nounced forward stride in the construction of dormitories, library building, administration-auditorium
building, etc. My understanding is that much attention is being given to vocational ~ork in agricultural
and craft and other fields. The regular enrollment 0f
students is on the increase and brethren who know
something of the sacrifices that have been made in
the past, are much pleased with the progress that
has been made, and is· being made, at Harding College.
The series of lectures and addresses was concluded
on Thursday evening with the great sermon by our
aged colored brother, Marshall Keeble, President of
the Nashville Christian College for Negroes in Nashville, Tennessee. People who know Keeble will understand that this was a great speech. The largest audience that has ever assembled in the auditorium at
Harding College, some 1650 people, heard Brother
Keeble. Record audiences were made, however, before
this speech, during the lectureship.
. It was a distinct pleasure for me and also for Mr~.
Showalter, who attended, to be present at this lectureship and to contribute our part on the program. May
loyal and faithful men. direct the educational admiJlistration and efforts among us and become and remain what they should be, a great contribution of assistance to the parents of our children and the Christian homes in our land and in other lands.
have taken up an opinion on the DuMont of~er and that contracts are to be signed by December 18, 1953. Signing of the
contracts is dependent on funds being raised by that date.
. The Highland .elders, in a release last week, said that it
1000 congregations would give $27.00 per week, it W'Oulcl
pay for broadcasting the gospel on 431 radio stations and o•
62 television stations in America which will reach 82.~!
percent of the TV homes in America. P1ans €all for a continuation and increasing the number of stations on the radie
network which numbers 287.
Du Mont officials have indicated in Chicago that they
made the TV offer in consideration of the rating that t11e
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Herald of Truth has gained on nationwide radio. The A.
Wielsen Company recently tabbed the radio broadcast as the
number three religious broadcast in America with a listening
- audience in excess of three million.
The production of the first television film of the Herald
of Truth i's scheduled for completion by the 12th of November. Prints of the film will be available at that time. so
church members over the nation can get a "preview" in private showings. Most of the DuMont television stations have
agreed to run the film one time as a public service to assist the church in raising funds.
February 12, 1954, is the date set for the actual launching of the new TV program.
James W. Nichols and James :0. Willeford, speakers on
the network radio series, will be the principal speakers on
the TV program.
Accompanying Reese and Patterson to Chicago were Nichols, Willeford, and Orville L. M~Donald.

Work In Alberta Capital Off To AGood Start
S.C.Kinningham

The church is now six months old in Edmonton, Alberta's
fast growing capital. )'Brother Sidney Roper moved there
from Water Valley, Mississippi, in May to start a congregation after the New Testa ment pattern and Brother Roy Tidwell moved there in July · from .Littlefield, Texas, to work
with liim. Since that time they have striven fait hfully together to get the gospel of truth before the multiplied thousands in that city who were tl.ot acquainted with up.denominational Christianity.
The advocates of error have been laboring diligently sowing and cultivating the seeds of sectarianism. The many elaborate church buildings over the city stand as a monument
to their zeal and devotion to the cause they have' espoused.
If these can be converted to the truth as it is in Christ Jesus
and their zeal turned toward the spread of the simple gospel
it will be worth all the effort we can put forth · to bring it
about.
The Gratifying Start
It is truly gratifying to see the way our brethren have
worked so tirelessly from the beginning in laying the .foundation for a great work to be done through the years ahead
in this great area. As Paul and Silas went through the city
of Philippi daily showing unto men the way of salvation,
t-hese brethren have likewise gone about through Edmonton
daily in the same work. They are distributing tracts, conducting Bi.ble classes in 'h omes, writing newspaper articles,
preaching publicly and using all other means possible for
reaching the people. The results from their efforts thus far
have been very encouraging. People are beginning to ask
questions and to investigate the things taught. A few have
already rendered obedience . to the primary principles of the
gospel and a stable body of Christians, though small, now
meets regularly in the Y.M.C.A. to worship God according to
the New Testament. There is an average attendance of between twenty and thirty for the services each Lord's day. .
A Building Is Badly Needed
Since sectarianism is the only thing that has been known
through this v~t area in the past years, they look upon
any new group in the same light. They naturally look upon
the brethren meeting in the Y.M.C.A. as something new
and are wondering whether it will last. Many good people
who otherwise might be reached with the 'gospel are waiting
to see the work take a more perma:nent form before -giving
consideration to it.
/
Realizing the urgent need of a building for the church to
add permanency to their work, the brethren have sought
carefully for the best possible location for a church home.
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After several weeks of survey and careful investigation theywere fortunate enough to obtain one of the most ideal locations in the city at an extremely moderate price. In fact.
the lots they ob.tained might easily have sold for three or
four times the price they were able to get them for, but
the · city had reserved these lots for a church location at a
minimum price and our brethren were fortunate enough to
find this out before it was made known . to the public. They
have already been able to pay almost a third of the price
and a balance of $600 remains yet to be paid.
Forced To Act Soon
A building must be started on these lots by the middle of

next year in order for the church to keep them. Help is
badly needed from brethren where the church is already established if this great effort is to succeed. It is heart warming
to see the interest the brethren in · the south are showing
in this field as they learn of its tremendous possibilities. The
appeals for help have not fallen upon deaf ears, but the
response has been wonderful. The support for the two brethren who are wnrking in EdmonJon was raised promptly when
the need was made known. Funds for a lovely building in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, were soon raised when bretl;l.ren
lea11ned of the need · for a buil-ding in Edmonton lias become
great and .help is needed ·soon in securing the amount needed
for the project. Since mission-minded brethren in well-established places have begun to rally so well to the support of
the gospel in this section we are inspired to believe this
project will be taken hold of ana supported faithfully. A
building should be ereded that will be in keeping with the
lovely surroundings of the place secured, but it will be just
as nice as interested brethren are willing to make it.
If you want to have
part in helping establish a perma· nent base from which to radiate the gospel in this fie'ld that
is growing so fast in population and developing so rapidly
industrially. and economically we urge that' you start your
support as soon as possible. All contributions should be sent
to the church, Box 396, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, or to
Sidney G. Roper, treasurer, at 10723 107th Street in Edmonton. Each contribution will be acknowledged immediately and
a regu:rar report will be given of the progress of the work.
Pray also that God will inspire us t,o use all dollars and sens&
to bring the greatest glory to his name.
814 3Oth Avenue S.W., Calgary, Alberta.

a

From Provo, Utah
Don Neilson
Brother Arthur W. Francis, Jr., of Sioux City, Iowa, was
in Provo for a successful gospel meeting, November 1st through
8th. After services the last night a group drove to Salt Lake
City in order to baptize two.
Attendance throughout the meeting was good. Much personal work was done and many personal letters with invitati!>ns were written in advance. A number of prospects attended quite regularly, as did Brigham Young University
students. Members from Salt Lake City and Ogden came
frequently to give their encouragement. Much ·good was
accomplished by the meeting and the work which went into it ..
This congregation has grown from 11 members to 30 in:
a little more than two years. Many of these are yet babes
in Christ. More rapid growth is seen for the future.
A new Sunday morning attendance record of 72 was set
recently/ The gospel is being presented personally to more
and more individuals, which is the cause of the increased atten dance.
.
.
Our building. fund now has $2300. Much · more is needed.
Your contribution will be welcomed. Worship with us when
you are in Provo.

.
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F-ROM THE' HARVEST FIELD

Cor,n elius C. Abbott, 401 No . Park, Sem inole, Oklahoma, Nove mb er 2():, Three a dde d
last Sunday; two baptized and one r es tore d .
This mak es 12 a dd ed th e past few ;wee ks.
Th e work is a t an all tim e high.

Wayne Hargrov e, Houston 21, Texas, N ov e mber 16: T en mor e additions h e r e at MacGregor Park in H o u s ton yesterday-two
baptisms (a Meth odis t a nd a Baptist), four
r es tored, a nd four p lace!'! memb ership.

. ltlurrey W. Wilson, Bentonville, Arkansas,
November 17: Inter es t is fin e h ere. A greater program of work is bein g planned. On e
lady, formerly a m e mb er of the Baptist
Church, was baptized into Christ Sunday.

Beu West, Lampasas, .T exas , Novemb er
17: A m a n and wife restor e d on th e Lord's
Day. 25'3 in Bible School. 227 a t pray er
m eeti ng W edn es day nJght. Around 400 a t
worship. Spoke last night in gospel m ee t- ·
in g at Georgetown. Op ening a beautiful
n ew building th ere.
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Luther G. Roberts, 1~ 06 C lay ton, Borger-,
T exas , Novemb er 7: Since the first of th e
m o nth e ight h ave b een baptized, five identifi ed themselves with the congregation .at
2nd a nd Deahl Stree t s, a nd two have been
r estored.

Brooks Terry, Dallas, Texas, 2314 Ove rton ·
R .oad: R ece ntly t en h ave placed m e mbership
and one has b een r es tored at Ove rton Road.
November 1 - 8 Walter P . Bryan did the
ureaching in our meeting which resulted
w. c. White, Cherokee, T exas, Novemb e r in four additions . I dla th e preaching in a
E. C. McKenzie, Box 11,64, Montgom ery,
Alab a ma, Nove mber 9: Y esterda y was a 17: Another young man. mad e th e good con- meeting in Okl a homa City with Southwest
day of encouragement for th e Catoma Street fession a t th e morn ing service' on las t Church which r esulted in 14 a_n swering the
congregation .. Three were r es tored .and one Lord's d ay . H e was baptiz ed the · same h ou r . invita tion.
of the day.
placed membership. Our work is growing.

Carl T. Kell, ~ 422 Aton Ave nu e, Dallas,
Texas, Nove mb er 18 : Our m ee ting at Sylvan
Avenu ~ Church of Christ carrie to a close
November 15, 1953. R esults: three baptisms
and one restorretlon. Elwyn W . Sno.w, evan gelist of Sudan, T exas, did the preaching.
We ·recommend his services to any congregation planning a meeting as we are sure
the church will b enefit by his efforts.
J . D Rothwell, 1004 El Sereno Drive,
Bakersfield, California, Novemher 16: Wor!c
continues to grow at Ce ntral. During the
· past two week's we havEl had nin e respons e s
to the invitation. Th)ree were baptized,
three were r~lltpred, and three were lpentir•~.il a11 meml)ers of the church. Attendance
at all 'services is good. We recently had a
record of 180 pr esent for mid-wee k service.

Richard Weave~:, Box 372, Smyrna, T enn essee, Novemb er 20: The first service in
the new building at Gloriann a was h eld
Sunday afternoon at which time I b egan
a meeting there. It continues through this
Sunday. November 29-Decemb er 6 I will be
a t Middlesboro, K e ntucky. Brothe r S. D.
L es t er is pr eaching here In my ab sence.
Murphy D. Phlllil"', 900 Second Ave nue,
L a ke Ch>1.rles, Loui s iana, Octob e r 25 : One
was baptized h ere Sunday, October 19. Two
l)laced membership a nd one was restored a
wee!c ago. This brings to seventy the numb e r of r e sponses to the Invitation in three
months. We broadcast each Sunday morn ing on KLOU, 158(), at 8:45. Th e Lord willin g, w e plan t o build sobn.

Jesse F. Wiseman, 1449 Brown Street, Akron, Ohio: After a y ear of pleasant and
profitable work with the chu.rch at Sal em,
Illinois, I began work with th e Brow n Street
c hurnh in Akron , Ohio , the first of November. Brother Charles M. Campbell was the
former pr each er f o r th e Brown Street congregation. Brother Campbell did a g r eat
work in Akron a nd is hel d in hig h esteem
by th e brethren. Th e wo rk here continu es
to prosper. On e ;vas baptized into Christ at
the morning serv ic e N ove mb er 15th.

J. c. Choate, David Lipsco mb College, B o x
84 6, Nashvill e, Tenness ee, Novemb er 19: At
th e prese nt time I am working with the
)Fai rvi.ew co n g r egatio n 'of Pulas·k i , T enn essee. Ju st r ecently I preached for the
con greg-ations at Big R eedy, Kentucky ,
Wi se, Virginia, a nd Ath e ns, Ohio. I a l so
h a d th e privilege of viewing the first t e l e cast of a B ibl e program on the l ocal telev ision statio n a t Park ersburg, West Virg inia . Broth er Paul Hall was the speaker
with the Southside congregation b'ack in g
Bill Cavender, 7724 Mo h awk Dri ve, Dallas th e p r ogram. twice weekl y . Brother Hall
19, Texas, Nqv emb er 21 : Th omas B. W arren pr each es for Sou th s ide of the city. ·
of Fort Worth recentl y d ebated Jo hn ·staley
R.. w . Turner, P . 0. Box 642, Tallah assee,
of · Waco, of the anti - class, a n ti -woman
teacher , o n e co nta in er group , in th e meet- F l or ida, November 17: With in the past few
inghouse of the L ove Field church. W arr e n m onth s at our re g ul ar services we have had
did an excellent job.' Stal ey was mi ghty seventeen baptisms, several restorations, and
weak. Twenty-two h ave b ee n baptized, six a goodly number to place their membership.
r estored s ince last report. Tho se baptized We begin our ninth year with this congreincluded s ix Baptists, two Cathol ics, one gation on December 1st. Attendance, in terJ ew and one Methodist. We a r e n ow con- est, additions, a nd contr ibutions are at an
s tructing a n ew building a nd classt:.oom a d- a ll-tim e high. The Lord willing, we expect
to occupy our new and mod ern $75,000 brick
dition at Love Field.
buil din g located at 731 North Gadsden Stree t
Itobert Goodman, Box 476, Madisonville, on or about J a nu ary 1st. I pray that you
Texas, November 18: Our work came to a and ~ister Showalter may be blessed with
c lose in Overton; October 28. That also was m a ny, many m or e years of fruitfu l service
the cl osi ng date of a gospel m ee ting iJ;J. in th e Master's vineyard.
w hi ch W. R. Jones of Lubbock, did th e
preaching a n d Harmon Morgan of West I Bill T'Wm!lson, 4th and Groesbeck Sts.,
Mount!Un directed the s ingin g. These m e n · Lufldn, T exas, November 17: D elmar Owe\ts,
did . their work well. The ch urch was helped Tul sa, Ok la homa, conclu aed a very f in e
b y Brother Jon es' preaching and o utsid ers m eeting with u s r ecently. Three baptized
becam e inter ested: Imm e dia t e r es ults were: and four by membership sinc e l ast report.
one b ap tiz ed, . one confession of faults and We are n bw building additional c l assro o m s
membership, a nd on e asking the prayers of and a nursery at Fo urth a nd Groesbeck.
the church. Our work here is beginning C. R. P rinc e, Livingston, is coming to work
w ell. B roth er Wyatt Sawyer did a good wi th th e Union Road co n gregation which
work here.
we estab lishe d, and b e gins December 13.

Will W. Sinter, Box 717 8, Sylvania Station, F o rt Worth 11, Texas, November 19:
The mee ting in J ack s on, Michigan, closed
without
visible
res ults.
The
brethren
thought that mu c h goo d ·was accomplished.
Th e church has had a pretty hard struggle,
but th e future Is much brighter and prospects are good for the Lord's work there. It
is a great mission · field. This leaves me in
a s inging school in Diron, Missouri. It Is
a work b a dly ' n eeded h ere, as w ell as many
other places. I go from here to Heav ener,
Oldahoma, for a school. It win close my
work for Ute year.
~ C. Copeland, Jr., Tahlequah, Oklahoma,
November 3: Two were restoreq last S~n
day . . Contrihutien and attendance contli\Ues
high, and new members move into this community almost weekly, This church is booming right along on the upward way. Our
winter l ecture program will be held from
December 6th through the 12th with a differe nt sp eaker each night. We are going to
show a film r e lative to the proposed plan of
the H erald of Truth being televised. The
showing will be on the n -i ght of November
16th. Ladi es Bible class h ere is studying how
to do pers onal evangelism. That will surely
h e lp th e growth of this church. Giving God
th e glory, we press onward.

Reginald. !Rogers, Sweet Hom e, Oregon,
Novemb er 13: Th e church her e is in Its
fourth y ear. In 1953 we h ave h a d one d e b a te
and one meeting. B r oth er L. W. Mayo was
Re nt by th e church in San Jo se, California,
to me e t E nnis Hawkin s, Seventlr Day
Church . of God, for s ix nights. Thls was
the third debate h ere for Brother M ayo. H e
did a sp l end id job. The c hurch in Stockton,
Californi a, t hat m eets at · Channel and
Stanislaus, sent Brother G u ss Eoff for a
m eeting h ere. Interest in th is effort was
the ver y best. Brother Eoff spoke for a ll
that is good and against everything that is
contrary t o so und doctrine, and did no t
drive the peop l e away. Sister C. T . Graves,
Jo s hu a, Texas , send s tracts and papers regularly to h e lp in t h e worl;: h er e.
,~
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Dick Powell, Gainesv ille, T exas, N ovem- Brother Wolfe. From a ll reports he is doIter 23: Th e Lord has certainly bee~ bless- in g one of th e greatest works of his career
i ng the work here at th e Broadway church in Brownsv ill e, Matamoros, and surroundof Christ. I baptiz ed a man and his wife ing territory at the present time . He has
this moJ;"ning.
been instrumental in bringing back a number of people includin.g several preach ers
Eh•yn W. Snow, Fri e ndship Church, Su- and · whole congregations in Mexico from
dan, T exas, Nove mber 19: I have just re- the digr ess ion of in strumental music in returned from a meeting with Sylvan Avenue cent years. Brethren who are missionary
congregation In Dal!jls; three were baptized minded are backing him better tha n ever
arid one restored . Many h eard the word for in this work. He still n eed s more help in
the first time. The work here is on th e In- the matter of training some young preachcrease. May we bring forth fruit unto God. ·ers who are studying und e r him at Matamoros.
Lu t her Savage, 809 Merritt
s~::t, R:~:~
Worth, Texas, Nov e mber 23:
Heights church went far over its goal for
Bible Class attendance last Sunday.
The
contribution was th e highest that it has
been since I have been here. Thanks to
Brother A. V. Isbell who Is here · and in
the midst of a gosp el meeting. H e is from
Lawton, Oklahoma. ,This is the second time
Melvin White, 43 Pecks Mill, West VIr- that we have gone over the goal recently.
ginia, November 21: It has been a long time
Charles E. Gentry, Cookeville, T ennessee,
since I have reported to any papers, although I have been busy In our Lord's vine- November 23: There were two baptized and
yard- traveling and preaching. Occasionally one ·restored yesterday at the Jere WhitI established a new congregation. We have son Road congregation. The work here is
a new one near home here about five weeks growing and is one of the most pleasant
old. We m eet each Lord's day at 2 p .m. works that I have ever engaged in. We
We have a fair block building, but we need now have 6.6 members and our contribution
:someone to donate seats or chairs to seat has averaged over $100 per week since I
moved here 14 weeks ago. The people have
ZOO or more people.
a mind to work.
·Mack Kerchevllle, E l Paso, Texas, NovemDean Bulloek, Durant, Oklahoma, November 16: From November 1-11 Brother John
The church here Is making subF. Wolfe, of Brownsville, Texas, held one ber 23:
of the best gospel meetings that has ever stantial progress. Several have been bapThe attendance
been held for the Span ish speaking con- tized during November.
gregation In El Paso. , We had the biggest is at an all time high. Contributions are
Interest and zeal
crowds ever, the greatest Interest, and there exceeding our budget.
A Christian spirit prevails.
w-ere eight baptisms a n d seven confessions are evident.
of fau l t . No man in the brotherhood has The forthcoming year promises to be the
made greater sacrifices for the Mexican most ~rultful in the history of this congrePray for us.
field nor rendered greater service to it than gation.

David Allan, Brownwood, Texas, Nov ember 22: There was fine attendance and interest at both services today. Two of our
young girls were baptized at the morning
service.
Brother Frank Pack of Abilene
Christian College will be with · us in a teachers training c lass on the last · Tuesday of
every month at 7:30 P.M.
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John w. Rockhold, 440~ Arch St., Chillicothe, Ohio: Since October 1, we have been
working with the church at 190 S. H ickory
St., Chillicothe, ~hlo. Since October 1, . three
have been restored, seven by membership,
and one baptized. We look forward to a
profitable work here for the Lo'rd. Anyone
knowing of memb ers of th e church, or
others, moving Into this area, who should
be visited, let me know their address so I
can call on them. Correspondents, please
note my new address.
Homer A. Utley, 901 Madison Avenue, Redwood City, California, Nove mb er 16: In September I closed four years of very, pleasant
work with the Shaw Avenue church in
Cl eveland, Ohio.
I began work with the
church here in Redwood City the first Sunday in October. Th e work here is going
forward in a fine way. All services are
well attended and interest seems to b e at
a high pitch. Three have been added recently. If you know of members moving in or
near R e dwood City, l et me Unw and I shall
b e glad to contact them .
J. Porter Wilhite, 6717 Lyons Avenue,
Houston 20, T exas, November 23: The church
worshipp ing at Lyons a nd Majestic, wher e
I have worked s·everal years, Is In good
cond ition, spiritually and growing fast. We
are all happy. They are missionary minded
to the extent that they are willing to help
n eedy places with m ee tings in 1954. If you
have a place tha t is willing to do their part,
by working and advertising, etc., and will
write me at the above address we may be
able to help you in a meeting. This church
will sponsor the worlt if it is a worthy
place with prospf;cts of d.oin~> ,.ood.
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Hntton B. Gist. 636 Steves Avenue, San
Antonio 10, Texas, November 24: Three were
baptized at Highland Hills, 303 Burkedale,
Sunday, November 22.
Cecil Allen, Box 50, Plains, Texas, Novemb er, 23: Last night brought to a clo~:e our
m eeting In which Jesse Brookshire of Morton, Texas, did the preaching. No visible
r es ults, but expect some later. He did his
part ex cep tionally well.
Gene Bennett of
D enver City, Texas, directed the song servic e in a fine way.
Ben ltl. Taylor, Cyril, Oklahoma, November 19: Brother Glenn E. Green of Color"ll.do Springs, Colorado, closed a very fine
meeting here last night. Everyone enjoyed
his humble yet forceful manne-r In presenting the truth.
The meeting will long b<;l
rem e mbered by all who heard him. Brother Jack Meyer, Jr., our regular preacher,
is visiting the Searcy, Arkansas, lectureship this week. Jack is a tireless worker
and preacher and .ts doing a fine work here.
W e expec t to do greater things while he
is with us and as a result of the recent
m ee ting. We covet t h e prayers of all to
this end.
Bill i\:Iorgun, ~ewport, R. I., November 20:
A fine young man was baptized into Christ
last week.
Others are interested in the
pure word of God. If you know Ot ser.vice'
men or women In this area, please write
to us giving their mailing address or street
address. Just because your son OJi daughter was faithful at home does n ot mean
that he or she is faithful i n this area, where
It Is usually supposed that there Is no
church. We are meeting at present In the
Cranston ~chool (near Broadway) here In
Newport, R. I. We have several contil.ats
and good results from these contacts made
by parents and interested people writing
us about service people here ;fn Newport.
Pray for the work here.
Reginald Rolt'ers, Sweet Home. Oregon,
Novemb e r 13: The church meeting in Sweet
Home, Oregon , that met three years in a
rented hall, is now meeting In the new
church building at Long Street and Pickens
Road. The building, when completed, will
seat 3().(). It is of pumice blocks, perforated
tile ceiling, indir ect lighting. We have no
floor yet, but the gravel is not as uncomfortable as one would think. So far, th e re
is practically no ind e btedness on this undertaking, except · the building lots, on
which th e payments are small. I was in
a s ix night debate with Alfred Anthon, who
r epresen t ed the Church of God of Abrah amlc Faith, at Corvallis, Oregon, recently.
Brother Paul Fuston was moderator. We
enjoyeq having a part on the lecture program with th e church at Puyallup, Washington, where W. W. McCollum evangelizes.
Vaughn D. Sllofuer, Lubbock, Texas, No-

vember 18: I preached in an interesting meeting at Arnett, Ol<lahoma, closing last W ednesday night. Fra nk Barnard is- now preaching there. Other m eetings of the summer and
fall were with th e Flora H e ights congregation in Wichita Falls where Gilbert Copeland preaches; th e San Jacinto church in
Amarillo where Curtis Camp preaches; Acker ly, T exas, wh e re Roy Phemister preaches ; Dequeen, Arkansas, where J. B. Lan caster preaches; Easts ide in Waco where
Tho s . McDo nald preaches. Th e church here
in Vand eli a Vill age now has a few oTer
200 members, averages 240 for Sunday morning Bi ble school (last two months), and has
a record attndance of 275 (last Sunday) for
that service. Eighteen have been baptized
and 14 r es tored here during the summer and,
fall.
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~oy Bivens, Box 734, Gadsden, Alabama,
November 16 : One was baptized at . the ope ning of our men's training class on last
' Monday night. Two placed membership yesterday. During the month of October our
average per Sunday attendance in Bible
schoo l was the largest we have ever had;
the same was also true of our average per
Sunday offerings.

in g to work and does not expect the ministe r to do all the work. Sa lary will not be
of prime conside ration in my decision as to
where I go, but serious thought will be
given as to harmony within the congregation, willingness .to work, attitude toward
God's truth, and other indications of love
for God a nd the d es ir e to see souls saved.
Too, it is my d es ir e n ever to compete with
my br ethren r egardin g a place to preach or
any other ph ase of the Lord's work. Can
furnish references. Would be glad to h ear
from any ' hard working, God lov ing cong r egation of the Lord' s body that needs my
services.

St. Pierre H. Hoge, P. 0 . Box 472, Alle ndale, South Carolina, October 26: On October 7 we closed a m ee ting here In which
Brother C. A . Buffington of Sa vannah, Geor gia, did an excellent job, not only in the
preaching, but in visiting and exemplifyT. 1\lcCortnack, November 20: Not physiing brotherly love. Three were baptized,
one r es tored, and the church greatly edi - cally able 'to preach s t a nding any mor e befied. I preach ed at 41st Street church in cause of n ecessary surgery to prolong my
Savannah In Broth•er Buffington's stead life h e re. I r es igned from the work at
both Sundays of the m eeting; three were r e - Italy, a nd now am in my home in Dallas,
stored ther e, the second Sunday I was with 4739 W. Stanford. I r egre tted so mu ch havthem. I am resigning the work here In or- ing to give up the Italy work. It is a good
der that I might better utilize my , time In work. Th e people love th e Truth, and ac mission work. I want to work with a n ew, cept it freely when in lov e It is presented.
or weak, or small congregation that is will- Th e church th e re ne e ds one of m ature _a ge,
and experienc e in manifesting the spirit of
our Master bo t h in the h ome and in the
WALLACE-HUNT DEBATE
pulpit; one whose i)ractice is consisten t
On Instrumental Music
with his teaching-his teach'ing the Word
Cloth $2.75
of. God and not his own explanation of
th e Word of God .
Order FromTELEGRAM BOOK CO.
Mnri>hy· D. Phillips, 900 Seco nd Ave., · Lake
Box 39
Longview, Wash.
Ch a rles, Louis ia na, November · 19: The Sec ond Avenue Church of Christ in Lalte
Charles is to have a singing school and
COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE son
g revival D ecemb er 7- 18. Brother PalmWe keep on hand regularly a supply of
er Wheel e r of Waco, T exas , the l eading
fresh, pure, unl eaven ed bread for communion
song director of the broth erhood, will pe
purposes. Eleven wafers to the small packthe teacher and director. There w ill be a
age and three of the packag.es to the large short sermon with e ach nightly servi ce
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep the second we ek . I will be the speaker for
Indefinitely. Every congregation should have this m ee ting with th e exception of one
on hand a good supply at all times. Price : night. Jimmie shall Dr each especially ·to
Large cartons, each, $2.35, postpaid.
th e youth of Lak e Charl es. If you would
FIRiU FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE like to come to L a k <l Charles a nd stay for
this seri es of se rvic es , w e will b e happy to
Box 77, Austin 61, Texas
h elp you f ind a p l ace to stay.
0. E . Correll, Kinmundy, Illinois, Nove mb er 3: The meeting at Mar ion, Indiana, on
W est 9th Street, closed Sunday nig ht w ith
four add itions: one co nf essed Chr ist ,a nd
was baptized, one was r es tor ed, two others
placed m emb ership with the congregation.
Mu ch good was don e other ways. For a f ew
years this congregation has just been ex istin g, w ith only a f ew memb e rs They have
come to life again with new z eal and a
greater determination to work. The attend ance was the best th ey h ave h ad fo·r some
ye a ~s. which was very enco urag in g , a nd I
will say the attention was as good as I ever
had. Thi s was my first m eet ing with these
brethren, and I enjoy e d it very much. I am
glad that I could be a h e lp to them. Let us
all pray for th e m, that th ey may prosper in
th e work of th e Lord.

Max T. Neel, 5651 McCormick, Houston
23, Texas, Novemb e r 23: Th e Lord bl essed
us wonderfully h e re at Lawnda l e yesterd ay , with all previous records in class at t endance and worship broken substantial ly, and a noth e r was baptized and three
p laced membership. We h aste n to give the
Lord the prais e !

Information

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.
JACKSONVILLE. TEXAS

John · W. Hedge, Bepreseatatlve

v. A. Vick, Lov e lady, T exas , November
23:
Th e work goes along very well here
in Love lady. We had five baptisms Sunday, November 15th.
On Octob er 4, my
brother, R. B. Vick, and a few members
began m eet ing in the county courthouse In
Williston, North Dakota. They. are having
between 20 and 30 in their services there
now. Williston Is an oil center with about
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11,000 population. There is certainly a good
opportunity there . R. B. is working for
his support a nd working with the members
th ere, too . They are in need ' of some folding c h ai rs. If any congregation has about
25 or 30 folding chairs they are not using,
they can be put to a good use there in
Willi s ton. If anyone can h e lp In this matter, please contact me or R. B. V lck, 8!H
2nd Street West, Willis,ton, North Dakota.
vVho· will and ca n h elp in this good work?
G. L. JUm•n, Fayette, Ala bama, Novemb er
17: Four n ew class rooms and a preacher's
study have been added to our building.
Since moving into these n ew rooms Novemb er 1, interest, attendance and contrib'Utions have steadi ly increased. Chairs wer e
placed in th e a is l es last Sunday to accomm o date the ove rflow. More and more memb e rs are taking a n ac tiv e part in th e work
of the church. A well planned Bil&le school
is now in op eration.
El«lers, Co ll ege Street Church of Christ,
Junction, T exas, November 1: Brother John
L. Davis, former minister of the Eighth
Street church in Ballinger, is now preaching
for th e College Street Church of Christ at
Juncti on . A daily radio program, "The Gos pel Broadcast," over the local station, KMBL,
is being sponsored by the church and Is r e, ceiving a splendid response from llstena-s.
One woman , who was dissatisfied with her
baptism was r e- b ap tized r ecently. Last Lord' s
day a fine couple placed membership with
u s, a nd today a n e rring .sister confessed her
sins a nd placed her m ember s hip with th e
congregation. Peace and harmony prevail
in this particular co n g r egation and we are
progressing steadily. We a re indeed thankful for preachers like Brother Davis who
f earl ess ly proclaim the gospel, who believe
in church governm ent, and do not sacrifi ce the church to popularity. God has been
good to us and .for th is we than!{ him.
· W. A,. Hnrrlson, Burns Fla t, Oklahoma,
Novembe r 18: Th e wo rk of th e church h e re
at pr esent stands in a healthy co n dition.
The work is a pl easant and grow ing one
although slow, but steady. There have been
n o add itions of late, but all evidence points
to a n inte rn a l deve lopm ent for good. A l ectur eship pro g ram is in the making for the
week of J a nu a ry 10, 1954, to continue
through th e 17th. The general theme will
be "The Church at Work." It will feature
t en speakers speaking on various Bible
s ubj ects that harmonize with the general
th e me . We b e li eve this program will do
much to stimulate interest among th e local
members. We pray that the Lord's church
m ay expand its borders in th e world with
praise and glory ascending to 'Jehovah
above. If there is a congregation interested
in securing the services of a gospel preacher for 1954 for their meeting work, I will
be available for a meeti ng or two. If int e r ested p l ease co ntact me at the aboTe
addr ess.
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P a ul set s fo rth a wond erful thought in
his writings to the Roman s : "I beseech you
th e r efor e, br e thr en, by the merci es of God,
tha t y e pr esent yo ur bodi es a living sacrlfi ce, h oly accept a bl e unto God, whic h is your
r easo n a·bl e service" (Rom. 12:1). Ju s t think,
a livin g s a c rifice ! Yes, a Chris tia n must be
a livin g sacrific e. MGr eo v er, a Christian
mus t b e a living sacrifice a t all times. Fur-

f e r ed unto God. H e nce, w e might sum up
th e Christian life as a whole by saying it
J. C. Choate
is t o be a life of sacr ific e.
Christianity is f a r mor e Impo rta n t th a n a
so m a ny m emb er s of th e churob. have
f ew think it is . So me indi v id ua ls w a nt to
n ever learn ed how to saeriflce. There are
g-o through life a n d enj oy a ll tha t th e wQrld
s om e pe opl e w ho think more of worldly riches
h a s to off er a nd th e n b e a Chris tian on the
tha n th ey think of Christ. Others neTer want
s ide. Such is imposs ible ! On e mu s t e i.t her
t o work a ny for th e Lord and his kingdom.
be a Christi a n e v ery day or no Chris tia n a .t
Still oth ers m a ke excuses as to wha.t they
a ll. R ead what J es u s had to say about
do or what th ey ca nnot do. Would you call
l ukewarmn ess In R ev. 3 :1 3-16.
th e rmor e, tha t liv in g sacr ifice mus t be of- such p eople sacrificia l?
D ear br ethren, when we learn that th e
Bible t each es that the Christian is to be a
liv in g sa crif ice, then, and only thea, will
A/.CO#OL eAfiS£5'
our lives b e of value to the :bard. Devoted
{)(IT QF
Chris ti a ns want to do all they oa.n fo.r the
L ord a nd his church, n o· matter wha.t tb.e
price. Ar e you a living sacrifice? It not,
t h en beco m e one.
A
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ACT
NOW!

DEAR BRETHREN EVERYWHBRE

Tice ElkfBs

In today's increased high speed traffic the use of alcoholic
beverages is hazardous. The National Safety Council states
that one out of every four fatal traffic accidents involves
alcohol-.,. 8,000 killed, scores of thousands injured and
millions lost in property damage - millio ns that insurance
companies have to pay in claims; money that policy
holders first pay In premiums! Those who ca rry ordinary
auto insurance are paying part of this loss in increased
premium ratesl

Rete's Sood New1i'

MAIL

.......
•

----•
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If you don't use alcohol you can save by taking advantage
of t he preferred insurance rate offered by us 1to those who
are total abstainers. Thousands now benefit 'from our dependable protection, lower rates and fast claim service.
·Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance Company was organized
by prominent temperance leaders and competent insurance
executives expressly to provide auto insurance at lower
ra tes for persons who do not use alcohol. If you are a
safe, non-drinking driver we extend this invitation to join
those who now insure w.ith us- thousands
of ministers, teachers, lawyers, doctors, professors business men· and farmers. Mall
this ~oupon now for fut/ details and

name of ' our clalm.s representative in
your area. There is no obligation.

•
-.-•..•.
••
--

••••••

Please send me complete information about auto insurance for total
abstainers. I understand there is no obligation.
F F - 154

Address..·-----·-···········-········-·.,.·-·---·-··--··-··-···---············-··-··········-··- ·-CitY·-----·······················•····-······-·...·····-····--- State....................................;.. ___ _
.Age...- ..............Occupa Upn ..........................................................................;........... _ . _
What Is the age of the youngest driver In· your h ousehold ?...·- ·-····---.· ·-

Make of car···········-··-········-······-- ····-·-···-··-- ······- ··········· Year....·-····---··
Body type .........._ .. _................ _;_··-··-·-Model (series) .......- ·- - Expiration date or present Insurance - - - - - · - · ·•···-··-···· - - - - - - - - -

•••
•

••

My health is improving v e ry well, a-ad my
doctors a ssure m e that wh en winter is paat
I sha ll b e f ully able to hold as many protrac t ed m eetin g s as I w a nt to hold. I beli ev e thi s is tru e, th erefore, I am offering
my ser vices i n tha t kind of work as follows : any plac e w est of the Mississippi
Riv er by mid-April, and any place east of
same river by mid-May.
I n eed th e work mor e th a n I haTe •eeded
work In f orty y ears, for it has been one
whol e year since I h a ve had any work to
s upp ort my h om e. "Ma " Elkins and I do not
n eed th e m ost mon ey a church cam raise;
w e n eeQ. a living, and are satis fied when
we have th a t. If a ny con g regation as stated
a bo ve d esir es my h elp In a m eeting, write
m e at once. I am booking a few scattere d
calls now, but will need sever al more for
a full s eason. L e t me h ear from you at
once, plea se.
15 23 Cuba Ave nue, Alamogordo, N .M .
NEWPORT NEWS,

VIRGINIA

Church of Christ meets at Catalpa. Ave nue
and Kecoughtan Road. ~oute 60, between
Newport News and Hampton, Virg-Inia. Telephone 22037 Newport News. . Address 1124
25th Street, Newport News, Virginia, B. R.
Atkinson , Minister.

. CAicllg~
CHURCH OF CHRIST
DOWNTOWN
Central YMCA A uditorium
19 S. LA SALLE ST.

•

Bible Classes, 10:00 A. M,

Worship, ll:OOA.M. and 2:00 P. M.~
Wednesday Bible Study, ':r.30 P.M.
WORSHIP WITH US

-~4?~~~~~~~~·

Churches Desiring

•

an Economy
Seating Line
turn to

MID-CONTINENT CHURCH
FURNITURE CO.
Box 548

Wr.ite today

Jaekllonvlle, TeaDu
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AJESTIC HYMNAL
The most pretentious and substantial effort made recently
in supplying a universally accepted book of hymns and
. spiritual songs for the churches of Christ.

Hymns for all occasions, special attention to funeral and invitation hymns;
songs for work and worship and evangelistic work; The most highly commended hymn book that we· have seen.

"I have examined and used many hymn books prepared for the churches of Christ and can candidly
say, after a thorough examination of Majestic H~
nal, that it is, in my judgment, the. best hymn book
• that has ever been printed for the churches of
·christ."-Fred McClung .

.SPECIAL INTRODUCTION OFFER
THE FOLLOWING PRICES ARE NOW BEING MADE FOR INTRODUCTION:

Copy, prepaid

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$

100 (or more)' per 100 -------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.00

so.op

I

Special Edition Leatherette (paper-lined cloth, flexible),
in any quantity ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.75

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. BOX 77

AUSTIN 61, TEXAS
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Dick Powell, 212 N. Taylor Street, Gainesville, Texas, October 26: Five months ago my
wife and I moved here to labor with the
Broadway congregation. Th ese five months
have been very happy ones for us, and we
fe~l that th ere is still much good work to
be done here. The elders here are very cooperative, and the congregation is a working group of Christians. Since corning here
we have had a total of twenty-three results.
The results are as follows: by baptism, 4;
by restoration, 7; and by id entification, 12;
Brother Ernest McCoy is the minister of
the other congregation · in Gain esville, and
together we have been pr eaching at the
coun ty j a il. He and I alternate every other
Lord's day except on the second a nd fifth
Sundays; on thes 'e days th ere are other
gro ups which have services. I look forward
with much anticipation as I continue my
work h e re and all of the glory or praise
for the work h e re I give unto God. who has
so rich ly blessed us this far.
A. o. Huff, Plainview, Texas, November
2: I preached at Lockney, T exas, yesterday
morning and evening and we had godd attendance at both services. I am feeling well
this morning. If there is any church that
needs me, let me hear from you . Ask the
church at Lockney or at H ale Center about
m e ; or, e ither of the churches here. I am
a nxious to be busy in the vineyard of the
Lord. I am sure most of the brethren think
I am not strong enough to preach any l en gth
of time, but if you ask these brethren they
will correct this error. Or, let me visit you
some Wednesday night or let me fill in when
your preacher is away. I can show you better than I can tell you . I do not ask to do
this service b ecause I am in need of money;
I am prepared to live the rest of my days
on earth witho ut any money. I on ly want
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to serve God. God has blessed me with unusual strength and vigor in my declining
years and I feel duty bound to do all I can
to save s inn ers. I hav e spent my life in the
service of my Lord and I want to keep at
it as lon g as God lets ' me 'l iv e. I rejoice to
see the great growth of the church. Th e re'J)ort from the Herald of Truth, Abilene, of
five thousand baptisms as a result of the
radio program the past ye.ar is wonderful.
Truly the church is growing as n ever before.
L e t all who love the Lord rejoice and be
glad, and everybo dy worl' harder than ever
before.
Arthu'r W. Francis, Jr., P. 0. Box 924,
Sio~x City, Iowa, November 19: I am now
engaged in a series of meetings with Gordon Pennocl{ and the church in Bismarck,
N orth Dakota. It is good to see the growth
of the church in the last e ighte en months in
this n eglec ttld state. There are at least
three other groups meeting where there was
only the on e wh en I was here las t. It is
much to Brother Pennock's credit that
others have become interested in the fi e ld.
Th e meetings at Provo resulted in two
baptisms, a mother. and her daughter.
Brother M. A. Wright of Salt Lake City is
now engaged in a series of meetings with
the church in Sioux City. He is an able
preacher and it is reported that the meetings
have begun well. The new congregation at
~ac City, Iowa, continses with the aid of
the churches at Sioux City, Webster City
and J efferson. Pray for th em.
Hartsell
Johnson,
14th
and
Adams,
Hutchinson, Kansas, November 18: Th e
m eeting held at Amorita, Oklahoma, was a
source of great encouragement to me. It
is always a privilege to return to a p lace
where one has labored in regular worlc
This meeting resulted in reaping of six
souls for the master-three baptisms and
. three resto{ations. The church there is to
b e in need of a regular minister about th e
time school is out thi s spring. Anyone interested should contact Brother Elmer
Maltbie, Amorita, Oklahoma. Following the
meeting above, we were engaged in a two
weelcs
meeting
at
Bethel
Church
of
Christ, Stafford, Kansas. We had an enjoyable meeting here with good crowds and
interest. Brother Therman Healey is doing
a good work as regular evangelist there.
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The work at Hutchinson has great possi' bilities. We are glad to be back home
I again after nearly a month's lapse. Brother Healey, Brother V. D. Love and Brother
Bill Evans spoke in my absence and good
reuorts were g iven concerning the fine lessons they brought.
As scheduled now, I
have time for one more meeting this spring,
and wou ld be willing to go . anywhere for
preaching services if good could be done.
DO YOU NEED A

LOAN?

\
E. G . Kemper, Sr.
A long-range loan plan has been worked
out which makes it possible to finance
buildings for worship, for class space, for
lots, and other property us e d by congregation s of the church all over the country.
If the congr egatio n where you attend a ntic ipates building or improv ing their presentbuilding, the buying of a lot, or other s uch
expan s ions within six to thirty-six months.
from . now, application for a loan should be
made immediately so that the details can
be worked out and the loan ready. at thetime it is needed. Full details concerning
the obtaining of these loans can be obtained
by writing the Un ion Cooperative Investment Corporation, 1009 Elm Street, Dallas,
Texas. Church Loan Department. This is a
Texas Corporation with $250,000 capital alr eady paid in full and set up under the law:>:
of the state of Texas, espec ially designed
to meet the needs of churches.
----0

AWARD ESTABLISHED BY LAY•I IIAN
TI'l'HING FOUNDA~ION, CHICAGO,
FOR LITERATURE ON TITHING

The Layman Tithing Foundation, at its ·
annual meeting in Chicago, on November12, voted to give an Annual Award to writers of a rticles, sermons or pamphlets on the
sub j ect of Tithing. A cash award of $50 will
be given to th e author of the piece oflit e ~ature, written during 1953, receivingfirst place by the · judges, an d $25 for the
one receiving secon d place. An inter-denominational committee h as been chosenfrom the Board of Directors to have char ge
of th e granting of the award. John E.
Simpson, D.D., L.L.D., Vice President of"'
~he
Tithing Foundation an d author or
books on Stewardship, is chairm an. The
Award Judges will be o utstandin g leaders
in the field of Stewardship from the United
States and Canada. It i s open to entrants
from a ny part of the world. Rules govern ing the 1953 award may be secured from
L ay m an Tithing Foundation, 8 S. Dearborn
St., Chicago, Illino is. Th e Foundation was
estb lish ed by Mr. Thomas Kane, a Christian Industrialist, in 1917.
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ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
EMPHASIZING
Christian living in «aily Bible classes and daily chapel services and where 96 per cent
of the 1953-54 student body and all teachers of all courses are members of the church. ·

LECTURES ON PREACHING
BY

·B. C. GOODPASTURE
Brother Goodpasture will be on the campus December 7 to 11, 1953, to deliver the third annual
series of lectures on preaching. The theme will be Paul's lnstrl,lctions to Timotbiy on the Work of
Preaching.
Lectures on preaching were begun in Abilene Christian College in 1951 when Brother John Banister, of Dallas, Texas, was the speaker. Last year, in December of 1952, Brother Gus Nichols, . of
Jasper, Alabama, was the lecturer.
It is the purpose of these series of lessons to supplement classroom work by securing competent,
experienced, God-fearing men of the church. The lessons are both inspirational and informational,
hence, very helpful to . our young men. Even tho ugh the lesson s are prepared and delivered with
the young preachers in mind, they are rich and profitable to Christians and older preachers. Everyone, therefore, is invited to attend · these meetings and it is hoped that many wlll avail them·selves of the opportunities. There will be two lectures daily, Monday through Friday at 10:30 :>.•m.
and 7 p.m.
The topics of t~e first series by Brother Bannister were: "The Importance of Preaching'' ; "The
Purpose of Preaching"; "The Qualifications of a Preacher"; "The Work of the Preacher"; "The
Temptations of the Preacher"; "Different Types of Sermons"; "The Preparati<m of a Sermon"; "The
Delivery of the Sermon"; and "The Supreme Test of a Sermon."
Brother Nichols' discussions had to do with: "Preachers and Preaching"; (I & II); "The Preacher's Manner of Life"; "The Call to Preach"; " Preaching Out of the Overflow" (V & VI) ; "The
Sermon"; "The Material of the Sermon"; and "The Delivery of the Sermon" (IX & X) .
For additional information write to Mr. Fred J. Barton, Department of Speech, Abilene Christian
College.

ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Fully . Accredited

ABILENE, TEXAS

Emphasizing Christian Living

1884
VoL 70, No. 49

'Austin, Texas, Tuesday, December 8, 1953
$3.00 Per Year in Adva.a.ee

National Vl'eel<ly World -Wid e in Mission, Definite in Policy-the Defense ef the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Under ~t
Management for last 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: "The Lord Knoweth them tha-t are his" (2 Tim. ll:lt)

W. M. DAVIS
Teaching Revelation
Last August Brother Leon Stephens, minister of Pecan
Heights congregation he'Te in Dallas, requested me to conduct
a series ~f studies for them on Wednesday nights, covering
the book of Revelation. I told him I would do this at a later
date. On the first Wednesday night in October I commenced
these studies, and continued for eight successive Wednesday
nights.
Pecan Heights is one of the new congregations in Dallas,
having been established about five years ago~ The membership of this congregation is made up of splendid people, and
Brother Stephens is doing an excellent work with them. I
enjoyed this period of Bible teaching with them. The interest
was real good with the exception of a few nights when the
weather was bad.
Some of the Firm Foundation readers will 'recall that a few
years ago, I published in book form a series of lessons on the
book of Revelation. This apparently inspired considerable interest in the study of Revelation, and I was called to different
places to conduct these studies. I used eight nights in going
through the book, and sometimes the interest would take on
the proportions of a protracted meeting.
Revelation is an interesting book to study. It has been
placed at the close 0f the New Testament, and is a very fitting conclusion of God's revelation to man. No other book
· of the Bible would occupy this place so well. In a sublime
way it reveals to man the celestial city-the final home of the
soul-where God will be with his people and lead them unto
living fountains of water, and wipe all tears from their eyes.
I •think Revelation will strengthen the faith and hope of all
who devoutly read it.
·
Spiritual St-rength
A constant need of the people of the Lord is spiritual
strength. As people cannot go OIJ. from day to day without
renewing their physical strength, so Christians are not able
to stand up to life without renewing their spiritual strength.
It is unfortunate so many who profess to follow Jesus seem
to be satisfied with being dwarfs in the Christian life.
The Bible tells us how to be $trong spiritually. Peter says,
"Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as new born babes,
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Pet. 2:1, 2). No one can be strong spiritually when
his heart is full of the vices enumerated by the apostle. These
things ate weeds of worldliness that must be destroyed. A
crop of corn cannot grow in a bigger crop of weeds. The corn
will be small, weak and yellow. Christians that are small,
weak and yellow cannot survive very long.
·
To be strong we must be nourished by the ·word' of God.
There is no other way to grow. No one can avoid doing. wrong

till he knows what is wrong, and he cannot do right till he
knows what is right. The Bible is the only Book that enlight. ens us on the subject of right and wrong; Let us desire the
sincere milk of the word that we may grow thereby.
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

The Church and the Substitutions Therefor
C. H. Palmer
In order to introduce the above subject it is necessary to
note some of the dispositions and propensities of mankind.
Man was created immortal but not infallible; volative,
therefore curious, discontented, impatient, willing to experiment to the extent of his own undoing. Is fallen man, with
6000 years of history, the complete divine record behind him
any different today? He possesses the same power of volition,
the same tendencies and traits, with additional ambitions and
designs, and in a general sense, is farther from his creator
than when he was expelled from the garden and the flaming
sword was · set against him.
When man, under the influence of Satan, separated himself
from God and adhered to Satan; in order that the purpose for
which he was created be not · completely thwarted, ·it was
necessary that God, in the process of time, retrieve him from
the complete domination of Satan and redeem him from his
lost estate into which he had advisedly placed himself; hence,
"The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head."
After 4000 years of tutorage, during which time, man, at
various periods became more obstinate and rebellious t:\lan in
the beginning, God, nevertheless fulfilled his promise made
in the beginning by bringing the propitiating power· and redemptive price (the Lord Jesus Christ) into the world through
the medium of a woman. And, in order that Christ be the
propitiator and the redeemer of mannind, · (bruise the serpent's head) he must, of necessity, establish a plan, or system
of redemption. That plan w:;ts in the mind of GOd from the
fall of man, and Christ, according to that plan came to earth,
shed his blood and gave up his earth life that man might be
redeemed from sin and returned to a state from which he
might continue to attain unto his original state -,f purity
into which he was created.
In this sin cur's ed world, it would have been impossible for
frail and inconstant mail to have attained unto his original
status as created, even though Christ died for him, had he not
prepared a place for him here on earth where he might be in
1constant communion with him; hence, the establishment . of
his church. Jesus said to his disciples; "I go to prepare a place
for you." "I will build my church." And, on the first ,P entecost after his resurrection, he established that place for mankind, that when he is freed from past sins through obedienee,
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he could be added to him, his body, the church, where he can
be in constant communion with him, where he can work out
his own salvation in the fear and in the f avor of God, apart
from the sinful world and Satanic influence.
it must be qorne in mind that Christ established but one
phm of salvation, one body, one church. When he said; "I will
build my church," that declaration excluded all possibility of
there being any other plan or institution called "chyrch" established by divine authority or sanction . . When he established
his church, that was the finis, the concluding feature of his
plan of salvation which cannot be duplicated, imitated, or supplanted, or replaced by substitution. Man voluntarily separated
himself from God by disobedience, therefore, none but God
could state the terms by which he must return to him. That,
he has done and his word is immutable. Those terms are
specific, definite and final, not susceptible to being added to
nor diminished from, consequently there is, in the light of
God's word, but one way, one body, one church.
The term "church," as used by divine authority, does not
admit of the plural form, except within itself. It is not susceptible of variations, neither has it in ariy sense affinity, but is
exclusive of everything not incorporated therein by the dlvine
author. The term "church"' means, "Called out" and no man
or group of men, of themselves, can call men out of a world of
sin into an institution of their own construction wherein men
can commune with God and work out their own salvation.
Neither can anyone devise a church except ·the originator of
the term "church" and the institution the term designates,
"Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who •
would build it."
The plural form of the tenn "church" is used in a nurp.ber of
places, r eferring only t? the one body; for instance, in Acts
9:31 ; 15:41; . Rom. 16:4, · 16:16; 1 Cor. 7:17 and others, referring to congregations of the one church in various places, but,
in no instance to different . institutions with different names
and different creeds, for there can be no such things divine,
Acts 2, therefore it is impossible to pluralize the term church
by divine authority, as outlined above; The church is a universal institution, composed of many congregations and is the
Kingdom of God - Christ on earth. Who would fain pluralize
the term kingdom of God - Christ in the sense used by Christ
in Matt. 16:19? If there could scripturally be a plurality of
churches, there would, of necessity, have to be a plurality of
kingdoms, s ince Christ's church is his kingdom. But, there is
but one king-Christ--to reign, hence, one kingdom. There
can be but two spiritual kingdoms in the world; the kingdom
of God - Christ and the kingdom of Satan. All persons must
therefore be in one or the other of these kingdoms, there is no
middle ground. Where is there a reference, or even an inference, in divine writ of the kingdoms of God - Christ on earth?
John says, after the seventh angel sounded his trumpet, great
voices in heaven declared that "the kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ." This,
of course, refers to the triumph of the witnesses and final
exaltation of Christ, ·when all nations wilt have recognized
him as King of kings and Lord . of lords (Rev. 5:13).
When Jesus said : "Upon this rock I will build my church,"
he did not imply that he would build more than one church,
. nor di dhe imply that aJiter he had built his church upon
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the truth of his messiahship, that men would be at liberty
to establish substitutions upon any basis or. theory whatever
denominate such institutions, churches. He gave us, through
the Holy Spirit, the founding time and place of the church, of
whom composed, the organization, the work and worship thereof, and only those who accept and conform thereto constitute
his church. His church is referred to as a growing institution
like unto a mustard seed with a very small beginning, but
developing into very large proportions, sufficient for the
salvation of all mankind; therefore J esus said, (Matt. 15:13)
."Every plant , that my heavenly Father has not planted shall
be rooted up." And God, knowing the disposition of man to
imitate and substitute, stated ages before, "Except the Lord
build the house, they labor in vain who . would build it."
Parsons, Kansas.
Have You Ordere d Your Bund le of " Improving Congrega t iona l Singing"?

Brother Garrett's Plan for Edifying the Church
J. W. Roberts
Brother Leroy Garrett (Bible Talk, October, 1953) thinks
that he has discovered a "scriptural': plan for edifying the
churches. He thinks that the plan that a great many of the
churches are now using ·is not scriptural. He thinks that many
Ch1istians are being robbed because elders employ a minister
of the word of God to work under their direction in teaching
and preaching the gospel. He thinks that this is a one-man
ministry; a modern "pastor" system.
Brother Garrett's "plan" is not new to our churches, eve~
if it is based on a misunderst.a nding and misapplication of
scr~p~ures . It is the "mutual edililication" · system, which
doomed so many churches in some sections of our country to
slow death. It is a system which does not edify the church.
Some churches which use it haven't built up anything in ages,
not even themselves.
Let us hear his "plan:" "In Ephesians 4:11 four offices are
listed as being given for the perfecting of the saints. The word
perfect means. to train . . . And what for? The next two
phrases, both beginning with for (ei's) which shows purpose,
indicate that saints , are trained 'for the work of ministry.'
That is, saints are to be t:t:ained to minister: 'for the edifying
of the body of Christ'-that is, the training is for the purpose
of quqalifying them to edify the church" (pg. 5). The plan,
then, is that "apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers"· are given so that they may train the saints, so that
the saints in turn may "do the work of ministering" and "edify
the body of Christ." Hence the plan is to let the preacher stay
with a church only so long as the training of the saints goes
on, then when they are able to do this, force the preacher to
"repair to other needy fields." I had seen this analysis of
Ephesians 4:11-12 made by Carl Ketcherside, but am surprised to see it from Brother Garrett's pen. His training should
have taught him better.
In vain it has been pointed out to him that an evangelist in
New Testament times "did the work of an evangelist" under
the elders of the church at Ephesus. Ephesus had elders (Acts
20:17, 28) many years before Paul left (I Tim. 1:3) Timothy
there to work under the elders (I Tim. 5:19) . It is clear from
II Tim. 1:17 and other internal evidence that Paul wrote the
pastoral epistles after the Roman imprisonment.
One wonders why Brother Garrett cannot see that his interpretation of Ephesians 4:11-12 destroys his contention
which he continues to harp on, that . the elders must do the
teaching and edifying of the church. If God gave SOTI).e· evangelists, among others, to prepare saints so they could edify the
church, and if this means that the evangelists may not edify
the church, then -we note that the pastors (elders) and teachers were in the same group given also to perfect the saints. So
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the elders are shut off from the work of edifying. Brother
Garrett's interpretation would force the elders (as well as
the evangelists) to "repair to other needy fields" when the
saints are able to edify themselves. ·
What Leroy really does is to claim in this article that the
saints are to edify th~mselves, while in other parts of it he
claims the elders .are to do it. Which does he really believe 7
If the saints are to do it, what then of his oft-repeated claim
that the elders must do all the feeding of the flock (which he
wTongly interprets as teaching)? His "mutual edification"
plan based on his interpretation of Ephesians 4:12 turns out
the shepherds and lets the flock feed itself! Now if he should
say that ~he saints may do their edification under .the supervision of the elders, he lets a door down by which a local
preacher could get in also.
Brother Leroy's interpretation of Ephesians 4 :12 also shuts
off preachers, prophets, apostles, pastors, from "the work of
ministry." This is based on the same reasoning: It is the saints
who are to be perfected so they may do this. Any student of
the Bible knows this is not true. Preachers, Paul, etc., ~re said
to minister. Paul and prophets especially are also said to
edify the church, which would not be possible a ccording to
this exegesis.
The words pros and eis in this passage (for perfecting and
unto the work of ministry and unto edifying) do not mean
diffeTent things as Leroy would have them . Paul varies the
prepositions simply for variety, as he often does. In Romans
3:25 we have "for (pros) showing" and "for (eis) showing"
where Paul is simply repeating his own statement. In Philemon
1:5 we have "Toward Gpd and toward all the saints" where
many of the best texts have the two preposWons interchanged.
The same is true of "let each one please his neighbor unto
(eis) and . unto (pros) edification" (Rom. 15:2). Ephesians
4:11-12 simply means that these workers ar e placed in the
church to do all three works: 1. perfect the saints, 2. do the
work of ministry, 3. edify the body. It t eaches the very opposite of what he is trying to make it teach. It teaches that
elders and evangelists are given to do the work of edifying
the body.
I should like to show the readers a few of Brother Garrett's
statements. In all of these he is trying to prove his "mutual
edification" theory. He quotes Romans 15:14 "Im;truct one
another." Here the verb is noutheto which simply means to
"put one in mind of," to "admonish" and does not necessarily
mean public teaching.
He quotes Galatian 6:.,l to show that the spiritual (not just
preachers) should restorethe ones overtaken in a fault. But
does this "restoring" involve public edification and teaching
as he is applying it?
·
He quotes I Thess. 5:11, "Encourage one another and build
one another ~st as· you- are doing." He says, "Here is
more mutual edifying! And still no hired preacher!" He for gets that Paul- ha d sent these very Christians and a church
which already had elderp seemingly (I Thess. 5:12) a "minister
of God in the Gospel, to establisl]." them, and "to comfort"
them concerning their faith. See I Thess 3:2 where Paul had
related about sel,'lding Timothy to them only a short time before. See also Acts 17:14ff and 18:5. According to Brother
Garrett's argument their mutual edification must not have
worked. Then too, if it did, why did Paul have to w1ite them
two letters?
·
Next in setting forth his plan, Leroy expounds on I Cor.
___Jj_that "all" prophesied and "each one" had a hymn, a teaching, a tongue, an interpretation"' when the whole church came
together. He doesn't even see that this is the very point which
Paul is trying to correct! They all wanted· to speak and at
the same assembly and Paul wouldn't let them. He limits
them to two or three at a meeting. They were practicing
"mutual edification" and Paul told them to stop. Of course,
this had reference to the exercise of spiritual gifts and not
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to the preaching and teaching of the gospel, but it is his:
scripture. By the statement that "all" prophesied I suppose
Paul meant all who had the gift for he had said that all did
not prophesy ( 1 Cor. 12:29).
Again Hebr :ML3; 13 _is quoted: "exhort one another" and
then he say , "ThiS"Would have been a good time to have
said, 'Look to your minister for the courage you need in your
hour of tri~l.' " Leroy ought to be ashamed. Paul told the
church at Thessalonica that he had sent Timothy to "establish
them and comfort them concerning their faith" (I Thess. 3:2)
yet he makes fun of a preacher's doing that today.
Finally he quotes other passages in Ephesians 4. When
Paul says that "speaking the truth in love" we should grow
up, etc., that is "mutual speaking," but he assumes that
that means public teaching and edification. The verb aletheuo
simply means to deal truthfully or speak truthfully. He
couldn't prove that it means what he assumes it means to save
him self.
Brother Leroy himself doesn't think that "all" or "each one"
can learn to edify the church. He says on page 6 of this same
issue, a scriptural evangelist should train the saints to
speak, etc. "He would put men before the audience just as
soon as they were capable of edifying. Those who could not
learn to edify (the number would be few) would be given
other tasks." Notice: those who could not learn to edify. ·E ven
Brother Leroy thinks some cannot do it. Some joints just
cannot function as a tongue . ."If all were the tongue, where
would the hearing be?" I wonder how many me~bers could
be g iven other tasks under his plan and still have a "mutual
edification system. Could we say ten? twenty? l!o- hundred? I
wonder what "other tasks" they could do? If they did some
other tasks, would every joint be edifying the body?
'
· In I Cor. 12:29 Paul uses a Greek form of question whi!!h
expects a negative answer a nd asks the question : Are all
teachers ? Brother Garrett's plan which he has discovered say
"all but a few" must be. That is the difference between his
plan and Paul's idea of how the church edified itself.
Does every member of the church have to do the same work?
Are there no diversities of work as well as diversities of
gifts ? Do all the members (or all but a few) have to do public
teaching before the church is edifyil)g itself and the members
of the church instructing one another? Is not a preacher a p'art
of a local church and when he teaches and preaches is this not
the church building up itself? Are the sermons and classes
taught by the preacher in our churches all the edification
those churches receive? In the church of which I am a member
more than 200 different people have a part in the public work
and teaching of the church every week besides the work of the
local preacher. Is this mutual? Is this the church edifying
itself? Would changing the wo.r k of only one man among
t:kis whole group m ake it mutual?
Hove You Ordered Your Bundl e of "Improving Congregationa l Singing"?

SOME SPECIALS
Each of the following books is specially recommended to
preachers as a gift for everyone they baptize:
"Now Tha t I Am A Christian," R. B. Sweet- Copy ........ $ .30
Dozen.. ...... 3.00
"Prayer Book,"' Book of Prayers f or all Christians,
Showalter-Cox, ............................................. ~ .. Copy ........
.25
Dozen........ -3.00
"The Churches of Christ Salute You," John White,
Copy ........
.25
Dozen ........ 2.50
"Which Wa,y Out?" J . V. A. Trayler ---------- ---------------------- .50
"Where the Saints Have Trod," Stories of the Church
.85
FIRM FOUN))ATfON PUBLISHlNG HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77
Austin 61, Texas
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1J. Jaff. ~r{!J:aleb

Vermo~t Avenue Church of Christ, Los Angeles

..

I

Officiating Minister, Hugh M. Tiner
Monday, November 9, 1953
Order of Service
"Blest Be The Tie" ----------·-······· ····-------------- ---- --- - ----------- Congre~ation
Directed by Russel N. Squire
"Nearer My God To Thee" -----------------······-··--- ----------------------- Group
Scripture Reading ·----------------------------------------------------Hubert Derrick
Prayer ----·-------------------------- ------------------------------- -----·····-·······E. V. Pullias
"The Gospel Is For All" -------------------------···-----------,----·· .............. Group
Hymn composed by Brother McCaleb
Obituary and Remarks --------------------------------Harry Robert Fox, Sr.
Sermon _______ ,_:____ :____ ____ :__________ _____ ________________ _______________ __ Hugh M. Tiner
Prayer ----------------------·------------------------------------ ---------------------- S. H. Hall
"Rock Of Ages" ········----------- --- -------!__ __________ ___________________ __ ________ Group
At The Grave
'

:Reading of Twenty-Third Psalm ---------------------. Joseph W. White
Remarks --------· ··-- ---------------------------------------------------------Hugh M. Tiner
Prayer ------------------------------------------------------------------------E. W. McMillan
(Six young men from Japan served as pallbearers)

OBITUARY AND REMARKS By Brother Harry Robert Fox, Sr.

/

John Moody McCaleb was born at Duck River, Tennessee,
September 25, 1861, and passed from this life in Los Angeles,
November 7, 1953, at the age .of 92 years, one month and fourteen days.
He attended Carter's Creek Academy and later, the School
of the Bible, now Transylvania College, Lexington, Kentucky.
There he met Doroth)li Bentley of Maysville, Kentucky, whom
he married in 1891. In April of 1892 they went to Japan as
missionaries.
Brother McCaleb gave his life to the work in Japan-a span
of nearly fifty years. He returned to the States in 1941. A
short time later, in 1942, he married Elizabeth Reeves of Tennessee and they established their home near Pepperdine College here in Los Angeles. Brother McCaleb taught in the field
of Oriental Religions at Pepperdine until ill health made his
retirement necessary a f ew years ago.
In addition to his wife, Brother McCaleb is survived by
three children: Lois (Mrs. John T. Glenn), J a,mes Harding
McCa:leb, and Ruth (Mrs. Fon-est Earl ·W illiams); five granddaughters and five great grand-children, and a host of other
relatives and friends.
The facts and figures just presented in the obituary can do
only scant justice to the real quality of life and character of
'bhi-s saint of God. And I use that word "saint" advisedly, for
truly he was a "man of God" if I ever knew one. And I think
1 had ample opportunity"to know Brother McCaleb, for not only
.did we work rather closely together in Japan over a period of
fifteen years, but what is more: my wife and I had the rare ·
and ibl-essed privilege of living with him in his own home, eating with him at his table three times a day, and kneeling beside hfum. in prayer ·by that same table, as his custom was, every

morning for the first year or more while we were living in
Tokyo, learning the Japanese language. And in all of these
intimate relationships together, we learned to appreciate him
as a true Christian gentleman at all times and under all circumstanc,es. As such, he continued to be our valued counsellor
and adviser during our whole sojourn in Japan.' In attempting
to evaluate the large contribution he rendered the Cause of
Christ in Japan, I f eel inadequate to the task. For his vital
part in that work was of the pioneering type, the more difficult and less spectacular service of seed-sowing or foundationlaying; h ence I believe that only the Light of Eternity will
fully reveal the actual fruits of his arduous labors. Then, I
believe, "many shall rise up and call him . blessed." And what is
more: it will be his to hear those words of the Master, "Well
done, thou good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joys
of thy Lord."
Sermon by Brother Tiner
Human words seem so inadequate at a time like this, when
we attempt to give comfort · in a me!'l"lorial service for a departed friend and loved one.
Brother McCaleb was modest, meek ·l:lnd humble, and his desire would have been that little be said of him and much be
said of the one for whom he lived, in whom he placed all his
trust and faith, and to whom he looked for sustenance and
strength, even J esus Christ the Lord.
Brother McCaleb would have said about this service, "Remind the living that life is short, transient and passing; eternal life is all that really matters, so we should diligently prepare for it; death is inevitable and universal-no one can
escape it-therefore we should all try to. understand its mean-
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ing and purpose and realize that it fits into God's eternal
purpose for us."
Brother McCaleb would have said that the only thing that
matters in death is that a man have faith in God.
We who knew Brother McCaleb knew him as a man of
faith. Mrs. A. J. McCall, secretary at the Temple, Texas,
church, gave me a poem which she said her late husband, who
for many years preached in Texas, used at funerals. I feel this
poem expresses Brother McCaleb's faith and confidence in
the Lord:
FAITH
When sorrow comes as come it must
In God a man must plac e his trust
There is no pow er in mortal speech, .
The a nguis h of his so ul to reach.
No voice how ever sweet or low
Can comfort him, or ease the blow.
He cannot from his fellowmen
Tal<e strength that w ill s usta in him th e n,
But with all that kindly hands can do
And all that love may offer too,
He must believe throughout the test.
That Go d has will e d it for the bes t.
We who would be his friends are dumb,
Words from our lips but feebly come,
We feel as we extend our hands
That one power only understands,
And truly l<nows the reason why
So beautiful a soul must die.
We realize .how helpless then
.Are all the gifts of mortal men,
No words which we hav e power to say
Can take the sting of grief away,
But that power that marks the sparrow's fall
•Must comfort and sus tain us all.
When sorrow comes as come it must.
In God a man must place his trust.
With all the wealth that he may own,
He then must meet the test alone.
And only he may stand serene,
Who has a Faith on which to lean.
-Edgar A. Guest

There is so much which could be said o·n the occasion of the
passing of a great soldier of the cross like Brother J. M.
McCaleb, and yet so littie needs to be said, for his exemplary
life speaks for itself.
The Lord spoke of one of his faithful servants, Abel, in
these fitting words, "He being dead yet speaketh."
Brother McCaleb still speaks to those of us who survive
him and will continue to do so, because we know that he was
a man after God's own heart.
Brother McCaleb's life has taught us many things-patience,
faith, love, wisdom, humility, and understanding and tolerance
toward all.
Brother McCaleb's life was as near a living demonstration
of the principles of Christ as I have ever seen in a human being. His great concerl) was always for others. This concern
led him to. leave his fri ends and loved ones to spend over
fifty years in a foreign land in mission work. His spirit and
attitude toward all people everywhere is beautifully expressed
in a song which he wrote, "The Gospel is For All:"
Of on e the Lord has made the race,
Thro' one h as come the fall
Where sin bas gone must go his grace
Th e gospel is for a ll.
· Say not th e h ea th en are at home.
Beyond we .have no call
For why should we be blest alone?
Th e gospe l is for all.
Received ye freely, free ly give,
F rom ev'ry l an d they call;
Unless th ey h ear th ey' cannot live: .
The gospel is for al l.

Brother McCaleb is better off than he was. He has now
achieved the goal for which he has been striving so diligently
for many years. He is now in a position to enjoy the fruition
of all his earthly labors. For many years he has been laying
up treasures in heaven. All of us have heard him quote the

words of Jesus, "Lay not up for yol;U'selves treasures . ; • ·!!
He believed these. words and practiced them.
Brother McCaleb slipped quietly to his eternal abiding plaee.
Sister McCaleb hardly knew when he quit breathing.
· There so little difference between life and death. In death
our spirituai body lives on, but our mortal body returns· to
the dust. Brother McCaleb is now residing in the mansion
prepared for him by our Lord.
No, not cold beneath the grasses,
Not close-walled within the tomb;
Rather, in my Father's mansion.
Living in anothllr room.
Living,
Lik e
Out of
Busy

•. I

.'

like the one who loves me,
yon child with cheeks abloom,
sight, at desk or school -book.
in another room.

Nearer than the youth whom fortune
Beckons where the strange lands loom!
Just behind th e hanging curtains.
Serving in another room.
Shall I
Shall
Or the
To a

doubt my Father's' mercy:
I think of death as doom
stepping o'er the threshold
bigger, brighter room?

ShaU I blame my Father's wisdom?
Shall I sit enswathed in gloom
When I know my love is happy,
Waiting in another room?

·As the years go by all of us are realizing more clearly that
this life is short and uncertain. All of us, sooner or late:t:, will
be called from the stage of action here below to face the , judgment bar of God. ·
Brother McCaleb was certainly not one who belie;v.ed th~t
this short and uncertain existence upon this old earth . was all
there was to life, but he believed in a larger, fuller life which ·
follows · this one.
Brother McCaleb's life was not witho·u t purpose because he
believed and trusted in one greater than man. He was acquainted with the divine purpose and meaning of both life and
death.
At the funeral of Brother and Sister McCaleb's infant
daughter, Ann Elizabeth, I read the following verses which
Brother ·McCaleb liked very much and he expressed a desire
that they be read at his funeral:
I am hom e in h eaven. d ear ones0, so happy a nd so bright!
There is perfect joy and beauty
In thi s everlasting light.
All the pain and grief are over.
· Every r es tl ess tossing passed;
I am now at peace forever,
Safely home in heav en at last.
Did you wonder I so calmly
Trod th e valley of the s hade ?
Ah' but J esus' love illumin e d
Ev ery da rk and fearful glade.
And he came him sef to m eet me
In that way so hard to tread;
And with J esus' arms to lean on,
Could I have one doubt or dread?
Th en you must not grieve so sorely
For I love you dearly still;
Try to lool{ beyond earth's shadows.
Pray to trus t our Fath er's will.
.

There is work still waiting for you,
So you must not idly stand;
Do it now, while life remaineth;
You shall re s t in Jesus' land.

'

When that work is a ll compl e ted,
He will g·en tly call you home.
0, th e r aptur e of that meeting!
0, the joy to see you come!

No person has developed a true concept of life, until he has
achieved the true spiritual concept of death. Those who view
li.fe entirely from the materialistic standpoint frequently fail
to appreciate that "death" has ·an important part to play in
God's scheme of affairs.
·
"Death is the golden key that opens the palace of eternity:"
"Death is the foreshadcr~ving: of life. We die that we may die
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no more, but to live eternally." "It is impossible that anything
:so natural, so necessary, and so universal as death, should have
;been designed by Providence as an evil to mankind."
When we understand God's purposes in two worlds, life and
-death become more meaningful to us and the bitter sorrow
:and sadness of death is lessened .. The advent of Jesus into the
world, his ignominous and untimely death, and his resurrection
bring hope and encouragement to us.
"We see in the risel1 Christ the end for which man was
made and the assurance that the end is within reach. Christ
rose from the grave changed and yet the same: and in him
we have the pledge and type of our rising."
In the light of these spiritual truths, Paul's admonition in I
Cor. 15:58 takes on added significance and meaning.
As you know, Brother McCaleb . often expressed his feelings

and thoughts in poetic form. His last poem, written in August,
1951, will be a fittin.g conclusion to my remarks today.

1953 EUROPEAN LECTURESHIP

THANKFULNESS

.L loyd Collier
The bre thren who work for the spreading of the gospel
in Western Europe always look forward to the annual European Bible lectures with anticipation of a great spiritual
feast. They were not disappointed this year, for the strengthening fellowship, invigorating admonitions , as well as informative discussions were even better than the previous year. The
~onderful series of meetings, which reminded us of a visit
to· the States with th~ brethren there, gave each missionary
new vigor and zeal with which he could return and do a
more effective work of 'planting Christ in the hearts of the
people where he works.
The brethren from England were again a shining torch of
encouragement in· this meeting. Frank Worgan presented
some stirring iessons. Brethren from Holland, Belgium,
France; as well as from eleven cities of Germany were present. The ·workers in Italy could not come, so they sent a
letter w·hich was very encouraging. Two Italian brethren
delivered the letter, and remained for only a part of the lectureship , since they did not understand English too well.
The time from August 2 until 9 went by like -a day, and
we wondered if it were not a pleasant dream which we had
experienced, as we returned again to our tasks with happy
but heavy hearts a t our parting , ea ch already looking forward
to another such fellowship next year.
A young man, Hu go J eck, of Wiesbaden , went to Frankfurt a nd r ema ined the entil"e week durin g the Lectureship.
He will long remember this spiritual feast for he was born
into the Lord's family there on August 5. We were happy to
welcome him into our fellowship here in Wiesbaden .
Sister Hermann , a lady who had been attending our services for abou~ a year, was baptized August 27 .
Wiesbaden, Germany.

M. Keeble
For over fifty years the Gospel Advocate and the Firm
Foundation have introduced and encouraged our ·leading Negro
.brethren to the world and to our g;reat brotherhood, and they
have caused the white churches to call us to establish thousands of congregations among my race in America, mostly
in the South. Thank God, had it not been for these papers
the brotherhood would not know that such great evangelists
as S. W. Womack, G. P. Bowser, R. N. Hogan, Luke Miller,
John R. Vaughner, F. L. Thompson, A. L. Cassius, Sutton Johnson, and hundreds of other great Negro preachers lived. We
owe a great debt of g:.:atitude and thankfulness to these two
great papers because they endorsed us and informed the white
brethren about us. They always accepted and publisheq our
reports. For all of this free advertisement we are thankful.
These papers encouraged the white churches to call . us to
establish churches all over America. · We thank God for Brother David Lipscomb and Brother G. H . P. Showalter who were
instrumental . in encouraging the brotherhood to call us t.o
preach to my race. What a blessing these brethren have been
with their pen, the present editor of the Advocate has the same
spirit Br other Lipscomb had, and we thank God for these
· great godly men who write for these papers and we thank
God for them, and we thank God for our Christian schools.
Nashville, Tennessee.

Have You Ordered Your· Bundle of "Improving Congregational Singing"?

RETU RN FROM TOKYO, J A PAN
Lt. Col. Robet't M. Silvey

My family and I have just r eturned from Tokyo , J apan,
where we spent one year working and worshipping with the
Christians there. We were within walking distance of· the
Yoyogi-Hachiman Church of Christ wh ere Brother George
Gurganus is doing a wonderful work for the Lord. The Japanese Christians in this congregation are truly devoted to
Christ and show great promise for the future. Their spirituality, and zeal impressed us deeply as we worshipped with them
in their services.
We also enjoyed worshipping with other American service
men in .the New Kaijo Chapel in Tokyo. This is one of four
G. I. congregations in the Tokyo-Yokohama area. Much of
the success of this effort is due to the encouragement and
help, of the missionaries in · this area, Brethren George Gurganus, Ed Brown, and Colis Campbell.

0, tha t I my lif e
Showing o th e rs
Tha t wh en I th e
Oth er s m a y be

m a y give
ho w to live !
tra il h a v e gon e
c oming on.

,I

.l.i il

And Je t n o t on e , b eca u se of m e.
The p a th to gl or y f a il t o see.
Be Jed as tray and f a il to r each
That pla c e of bli s s of whi c h w e t each.
But may th e path on whi ch I'v e trod
Sure b e th e one that l ead s to God.
That a ll who will m a y r ea ch the goal
Straight on to God-hom e of th e soul.
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A Man Called Peter ----·-·-·-- .. ·-·----·-- -----·---·--- ·---------·---···--·····-----$
The Robe ----···-· ---------- ·-- ·:·········---------- ---------·--·---------------------------The 1954 Edition Minister's Manual, Doran ------ ·----------------Egermeier's Bible Story Book, Child Culture Edition,
, with Presentation Page ------· -------------·---------- ·--·-·-·------·-----Egermeier's Bible Story Book, Red Fabrikoid, Boxed ......
Hurlbut's Story of the Bible ________ -----·-------------- ------ -·------Ma ry, A Novel by Sholem Asch, author of The Nazarene
and The Apos tle ------····-·················-· ·····'-------··· ···················
Handbook of Denominations, Mead ----------------------··················
Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary, latest edition,
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M. Norvel ·Young
ANOTHER SPECIAL ISSUE DUE DECEMBER 17TH
On December 17th the Firm Foundation will bring out its
special issue on "Improving Congregational Singing." We believe that the well-known song leaders and preachers who
write in this issue are qualified to h elp Churches of Christ
to improve their singing. We hope that elders at various places
will see that every member gets a chance to read this copy. It
may be ordered in bundles at $4.00 per hundred. At this low
price it should · not be difficult for any congregation to provide a· copy for each family. We urge the careful reading of
it, because we believe that one of the places in which much improvement is needed is in the realm of singing.
Our singing as
whole throughout the brotherhood is im~
proving, but we haven't touched the hem of the garment of
the beautiful and spiritual singing of which we are capable
in most places. Tell others about this special issue. Be sure
and hand a copy of it to the song leader where you worship
or to the preacher and suggest that a bundle. be purchased by
the church or else purchase a bundle and hand them out yourself. Be looking for it on December 15th. Here is a list of
the writers and their subjects: "Gospel Singing is a Heart
Service" by Horace Coffman; "Gospel Singing is a Teaching
Service" by Buddy Arnold; "Every Member Should Sing" by
Bill Davis; "How to Create Interest in Singing" by Texas H.
Stevens; "Obligations of Parents to Teach Chlldren to Sing"
by Marion Davis; "What a Singing School can do for a .Congregation"' by Wilkin Bacon; "Teaching Singing in Bible

Classes" by Frank Dunn; "Obligation of Preachers and Elders
to Teach on this Subject" by J. T. Marlin; "Hints to Song
Leaders to Improve Their Leading" by L. 0. Sanderson;
"Working with Groups in Singing" by Harold Fletcher; "Convincing our Friends. of the Advantage of New Testament
Music" by Paul Epps; and "Our Singing is Improving" by
J. C. Rigney.

HIGHLAND ELDERS REPORT SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE WITH DUMONT OFFICIALS

THE DALE RICHESONS SAIL IN JANUARY FOR
KOREA MISSION
A. R. Holton
According to present plans Brother and Sister Dale Richeson
and son, Bruce, will sail January 12, 1954, from San Francisco,
California, for Japan and Korea. They will be our first American missionaries of the churches of Christ to Korea. Another
couple is planning to join them in the Far East and may be
ready to sail on the same date. The Richesons are working
under the oversight of the 16th and Decatur ·street Church
of Christ, Washington, D. C. Brother Richeson will be traveling among the churches until the time of his departure,
showing pictures of Korea and talking to the brethren about
the work there. These pictures were made by Brother Joseph
Cannon on his recent trip into Korila from Japan.
Brother Richeson is a graduate of Harding College, Searcy~
Arkansas, and has done local work in Prescott, Arkansas, and
Mena, Arkansas, and Hopewell, Virginia.
· We urge the brethren to r eceive Brother Richeson and have
him speak to the people about the work and we urge brethren
to have fellowship with him in this great undertaking. The
church her e at 16th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. feels
that Brother Richeson is well equipped to be o.ur first missionary in Korea and we are hoping to be able to announce soon
that a second family will be going with him. We are of the
opinion that two can do a much better job in this Far Eastern
field.
Washington, D. C.

a

Return To Abilene With Pilot Film
John F. Reese and J. N. Patterson, two of the elders of the
Highland Church in Abilene have returned from Chicago
where they have been conferring with officials of the DU
MONT TELEVISION NETWARK and overseeing production
of a pilot film of the HERALD OF TRUTH.
"
Ted Hergmann, president of DU MONT assured the Abilene
men that the program would enjoy the same "freedom of expression" accorded the radio program which has been carried on a major network .for the past two years. Bergmaim
said the television offer was made after observing the results
of the radio series. Also attending the Chicago conference
were Bob Lethridge and Gordon Mills of DU MONT'S Chicago
office, Jerry Martin of DU MONT'S New York office, James
W. Nichols and James D. Willeford of Abilene, and Orville
McDonald of Dallas.
Present plans call for the launching of the television program on February 12, 1954. Sixty-two t elevision stations are
included in the original "target group" which will take the
;Herald of Truth into 4 out of 5 TV homes in America. The
radio series, now heard on 287 stations, will continue with additional stations being added.
The Highland elders have signed an option on the television
offer and plan to sign contracts on December 18, 1953. Acceptance of the offer will be conditioned upon the successful
raising of funds.
Many of the DU MONT stations have already agreed to
run the program one time free between November 15 and
December 15 of this year. This will enable viewers of the
nation to preview the first film entitled "Life Without Liquor/'
This film will also be shown in open meeting halls in various
metropolitan centers of the nation.
There are eight elders at Highland. Aside from Brother
Reese and Brother Patterson, there are: W. C. Smith, Frank
Cawyer, W. C. Foutz, L. E. Weathers, Lewis Smith and R. L.
Crawford.

HINTS ON BUILDING UP BIBLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
1. Let the elders discuss the effectivehess of the Bible School
work at least once a month.
2. Have regular monthly teachers' meetings.
q. Conduct an annual Teach-training school with teachers
who are able to teach Bible teachers how to teach.
4. Preach often from the pulpit ·about the importance of·
studying the word of God.
·
5.. Provide adequate rooms and supplies for the teachers including sound Bible school materials for the students.
6. Givt;) proper respect and honor to those who do a good job
in teaching the Bible.
7: Have a daily vacation Bible School one or two weeks during the summer.
8. Remember the Bible teaching work frequently in public
and priviate prayers.
9. Urge parents as well as children to attend regularly.
10. Take a census of the neighborhood and provide transportation for children whose parents are not members.

.
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BOOKS OF SERMONS
Biographies and Sermons, Marshall Keeble, Colored
Evangelist ............................................................................ $ .75
Sermons by R. N. Hogan, Colored .............. ~. .... .. .... ...... ........ 1.00
.50
Sermons by Luke Miller, Colored ...............................:..........
Sermons In Outline by G. E. Woods ...................................... 2.00
Sermon Outlines by John G. Reese and D. C. Lawrence .... 2.00
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 77
Austin 61, Texas
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EDITORIAL
ANOTHER "SPECIAL" ISSUE
Brother M. Norvel Young has made announcement
that we are bringing out a special issue of the Firm
Foundation on "Improving Congregational Singing."
I have been away from the office most of the time
during the last two or three weeks, and it is possible
that we have said too little about the forthcoming
issue on December 15th. It is highly important that
all of our readers1 should act promptly. The price of
this new special issue is only $5.00 per hundred and
· the · size of the paper and the contents make that a
very low price.
.
.
We do not know of any one of our periodicals that
has brought out a special · issue on the subject of
"Improving Congregational Singing." The large number of writers in this issue, and their speci~d qualifications along the line of congregational ~nd personal
praise service. in the church, will be very important.
w~ call attention to the following who have. supplied
us with important discussions on this subject: L. 0.
Sanderson, Clifton Rogers, ·Henry Arnold, Bill W . .
Davis, Paul H. Epps, M. Norvel Young, W. B. Bacon,
Horace Coffman, J. T. Marlin, J. C. Rigney, Harold .
Fletcher and. W. M. Davis. · These are not all the
writers. However, thes.e will present for our readers
twelve artides by tw~lve different' men on the very
interesting, important, scriptural and essential service of song in the churches of Christ. We fully believe that these articles will be of an order that will
arrest the attention and inspire a special interest in
this part of our· worship. The best music in the. world
is rendered by the human voice, well trained. The
worship is often much more interesting to outside
people on account of the well directed worship in the
service of song. People love to sing. Good people
love to sing religious hymns-they love to listen to
this . service. God has authorized vocal music. It
may be made very much more interesting and generally is far more interesting than the efforts that
are put .forth by denominational people with the use
of instruments of music. The .whole congregation is
seldom trained or interested in choir singing with instruments of music. The whole congregation may be
trained and, through us as a people, are being trained 1
in good singing. What is mor~ elevating, inspira.:.
tion~l and enjoyable than a large congregation, singing the "Songs of Zion" in the church · of the living
God, assembled for worship?
Remember tlre time is short and we would like for
everyone to place their order at once. If it is inconyenient to send remittance, simply write a letter or
card stating how many copies you or your ·congregation, or any individual, will want. It is important
for us to know this immediatey in order to guide us
on the number of copies we print. Will you kindly

Tuesday, December ·s, 1953
G. H. P. SHOWALTER, Edlt'!r

write us a postal card immediately when you receive
this, stati-ng how many copies you ·or your ·congregation can use on the great subject of. "Improving Congregational Singing?"
Hove You Ordered Your Bund le of "Improving Congregational Singing"?

J. E. NORMAN
We are grieved to learn of 'the sudden passing of
Brother Jim Norman. Brother Norman was 'killed
in an automobile accident in Bakersfield, California,
on November 19th. Funeral senrices were at Sherman, Texas, and the interment at Denison, Texas.
Brother Norman was a brother of Luther Norman,
another one of our popular gospel preachers. Brother J. E. Norman was well known throughout Texas
and California, as well as in some other states amon~
loyal disciples to whom this message will come as a
distinct shock. The writer of these lines has known
Brother Norman from the time he was a student in
Lockney Christian College at L<>ckney, Texas, a little more than fifty years ago. He has always bee
a loyal contender for the truth and has distinguished
himself both as a preacher and more particularly a~
a debater. I remember a debate he held with the
Mormons which lasted twelve days at San Antonio,
more than forty years ago. His handling of the points
at issue was highly interesting and Mormonism suffered a severe defeat. He was the respondent in
quite. a number of religious discussions on various
issues among denominational leaders.
I received a letter from him just a few days ago,
stating that he was making final arrangements in
California to make his permanent home in Texas. But
such is the uncertainty of life. Brother Norman leaves
besides his widow, a number of children and grandchildren. The editor of the Firm Foundation feels a
distinct loss in this sudden passing of one who. was
not only a brother in the Lord, but a special friend.
May the blessings of the L:>rd rest upon the bereaved
ones.
Have You Ordered Your Bundle of "Improving Congregational Singing"?

BIBLE LESSON COMMENTARIES FOR 1954
Peloubet's Select Notes __ .. _,._._,_ ........ -... --...... -.... -...... --...... ....... $
Tarbell's Teacher'~ Guide ·----... --....... _............. -.-......................
Higley's Sunday School Lesson Commentary ..... -..............
Broadman's Comments, Lessons for 1954 ... -........ _._.............
Arnold's Commentary, 1954 ..... -..... -.... ·-.. -....... -....:.......... _.......
The Minister's Manual, Doran, the regular Annual Num. her, Sermons and Illustrations for Sundays and other occasions throughout the year, 364 pages ..... -.......
The Gist of the Lesson, Torrey, 1954, cloth. Concise Exposition of the International Lessons, only _......... -.. .
Moore's Points, Concise Analysis and Outlines of the
International Lessons, 1954 --· .. -----·---... -................ ____ ,,_._
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. Box 17
Austin 61, Texas
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Tut;aciay, December 8,. 1953
HOMECOMIN~, STEPHE~LL~

FIRM FOUNDATION
TEXAS

The Graham Street C:hurch of Christ, Stephenville, Texas,
announces a homecoming lectureship, November 29 - December
6. All members and past members of the Graham Street congregation, friends and neighbors far and near are invited to
return home at this time and see old friends, make new ones
and rejoice .in the great progress made over the past 75
years.
The speakers for this occasion will be th~ past preachers
who have done local work with the congregation-those available and able to come.
These men are as follows: November 29, 11:00 a.m., Ralph
Starling, present preacher for the chu!ch, speaking on the
subj~ct, "Who Is The Christ?" 2:30 .p.m., Tom Walk~r of
Dallas, with the Stephenville church from 1928-1931 will
speak on "The Need For Christ." 7:30 p.m., Olan Hicks of
Abilene will speak on "Preaching Christ Through the Printed
Page." ·
Monday evening, C. M. Moser of Whitesboro; Texas, will
speak on "The Living Christ." Brother M0ser worked 'with the
Stephenville church two years, 1940 and 1941.
Tuesday evening, Ben West of Lampasas will speak on the
subject, · "Christ's Church' at Work." Brother West was in
Stephenville from 1925 to 1929.
Wednesday evening, Bill Coffman now of Sinton, Texas,
will sepak on "Living For Christ."
Thursday evening, Luther Roberts of Borger, who preached
for the Stephenville congregation the years 1932 until April,
1935, will speak on "Unity in Christ."
Friday evening, J. M. Gillpatrick of Pampa will speak on
"Praying Through Christ." Brother Gillpatrick preached for
the Stephen\>ille church from May, 1947 until August, 1950.
Saturday evening, Max Crumley of · Ranger, Texas, will
speak on "What Think Ye of Christ?"
Each morning, Monday through Frid'll.y, from 10:00 - 11:00
there will be a round-table discussion on the general theme of
"Church Problems."
The Stephenville church extends a most hearty invitation
to one and all to attend this homecoming. Lodging will' be furnished to the extent of our means. It is not necessary, but we
would appreciate advance word of your coming if 'possible,
that facilities may ·be ready upon your arrival.
·
Have You Ordered Your Bundle of "Improving Congregational S1nging"?

SELL THE BffiLE SCHOOL!

By Alan M. Bcyan

The Bible School must be sold. It should be sold first to
the elders of the church, whose duty it is to feed the flock.
An effective systematic educational program can do much to
feed Christians spiritual food and the elders must be sold ·
on that fact.
The Bible School must be sold to every member of the
congregation. ivery · person must be convinced that Bible
School isn't something just for children but for all people
of all ages. Each person must be convinced that in order for
the elders to feed the flock, each member must take advantage of every opportunity arranged by the elders to dispense
spiritual food. A large percentage of members of nearly.,
every congregation are not even enrolled in Bible School or if
enrolled rarely ever come to class. A real job of selling must
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be done to these members to influence them to become faithmul in Bible Study.
One may ask, "How can the Bible Study be sold?" First,
in elders meetings the importance of this phase of the work
of the church needs to be discussed. Considerable planning
on this phase of the work by the elders is needed if ' the
Bible School work is to prove successf~l. The elders c~n
visit congregations whose education work is above average
or attend teacher training courses wherever held.
Next, the members must be sold on the importance of
Bible Study by every conceivable means. Through the bulletin, sermons, announcements, teacher training series, special
lectureships and above all ' careful guidance by the elders,
every member can be convinced that he or she needs to attend Bible School regularly. This cannot be done in a short
period of time but takes constant effort over .a period of
months and even years but the results will more than amply
repay the efforts put forth to sell the Bible School to the
congregation. God help us to promote more interest in this
very important phase of his work.
Have You Ordered Your Bundle of "Improving Cungregational Singing':?

"Improving Congregational Singing"
Paul H. Epps
On December 15, the Firm Foundation will publish a special
issue on the subject, "Improving Congregational Singing."
Several articles have been written by various preachers, experienced teachers of gospel singing, and song directOi's of the
church, in hope that each Christian may l:!e made to realize
the need of improving the song service.
'

Several thousand extra copies . will be published and distrib~
uted. Every congregation should see that each member receives a copy of this special issue. It would be well · to send
a copy to an interested friend as it might draw that one closer
to the truth on this important subject. In order that each
Christian may be moved to greater zeal and determination
toward the improvement of our song services, these articles
may be used in a teaching program in various classes: the
young people's class, the ladies' class, the men's class, also at
mid-week services and ov~r the radio. Certain men of the
congregation may be selected to give a talk at thes_e classes
or at the mid-week service.
Many timely articles have been written and many fine sermons delivered in defense of the truth on the subject, "Why
churches of Christ do not use instrumental music in worship,"
and much good has been accomplished. Now, it is high time
that we deliver more sermons and write more articles on the
improvement of gospel singing. Let each of us put forth the
proper amount of effort, individually and collectively, in improving that for which we are rightfully contending. Hence,
this special issue is being published with one purpose in mind,
namely, to cause each member of the body of Christ to place
the proper evaluation upon gospel singing, a subject that has
too long been neglected in teaching and in practice.
Before the publication of this special issue-each congregation would do well to make necessa:ry plans for the distribution of copies to the membership. Each member of the congregation should be informed regarding these articles, and be
persuaded to r ead each one in order that more knowledge may
be gained, and more interest may abound in the improvement
of that which God has authorized-gospel singing. "Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with.-psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God" (Col. 3:16).
Have You Ordered Your Bundle of "Improving Congregational Singing"?
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FIRM FOUNDATION
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

Cecil N. Wright
preached over Radio Station KFE.L, Denver, Colorado, September 6, 1953).
That Christ is coming back to earth in person a second
time, is clearly taught in· the Bible. In Heb. 9:27 the apostle
Paul declftres that he will "appear the second time without
sin"-that is, without a sin-offering-"unto salvation." In
Acts 1:9-11 it is recorded that angels declared at the time
of his ascension that "this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven , shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven." Rev. 1 : 7 says, "Behold, he
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him." And Jesus himself also promised, saying, "I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also" (Jno: 14: 3) . The fact, then, of Christ's return is not a
matter of question . But there is no little controversy over
when he will return and what will take place after he gets
here. And the sad part is that much of this discussion completely ignores much of the plain teaching of the Bible on
the subject.
Exact Date SetterS
For one thing, ever since the very days in which the
New Testament was being penned by inspired writers, uninspired men have been .predicting an immediate personal return of Christ, some of them waxing so. bold as even to set
the exact date. For example, Cromwell's followers in England said it would be in 1666; Swedenborg said 1757; Bengel, 1836; Miller, 1843; Cummings, '1852; Channing, 1867;
Baxter, 1881; Charles T. Russell, first in 1914, then in 1918,
and finally in 1925. Then when 1925 came and went without
the appearance of the Lord, the followers of Russell and his
succeSsor, Judge Rutherford, to save their faces, announced
that the Lord actually did come in 1914 as first predicted,
but that his presence was .visible only to themselves. That,
of course, was untrue, for the Bible says that when he comes
"every eye shall see him" (Rev. 1:7), and that "as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even to the west;
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (Matt. 2 4:
27). The folly of these date-setters is manifest to all. And
the source o,f it is their gross ignoring of what the Bible says
in th-is regard . Hear Jesus in Matt. 24:36: "But of that day
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
my Father only." And , again, the apostle Paul in 1 Thess.
5: 1, 2: "But of the times and seasons , brethren, ye have no
. need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night."
A thief does not announce the time of his arrival. Neither
does the Lord. That is w.h at the Bible says.
_
Other PrognostiCators
But we have another type of prognosticators who are not
so bold, but who simply say that the Lord's return will be
soon: How do they know? Well, by observing the "signs of
the times" and interpreting prophecy, they sq,y. But how lo~g
have they been doing that? Ever since the days of the apostles. If you doubt it, read 2 Thess. 2:1-3, which we shall have
occasion to refer to again later. But these predictions have
so far proved just as untrue as those of the exact-date-setters.
They have been being made off and on for 1900 years, and
Christ has not come yet. So there is only one conclusion to
come to-namely, that nobody, not even the closest student
of prophecy or the keenest observer of the times, knows when
Christ is coming back. Those who claim otherwise contradict the Bible itself, the very book on which they claim to
base t}leir knowledge-knowledge that Christ says no man
has.
Wrong Signs Employed
It is true that these prognosticators claim scripture as
their authority for such predictions. They refer especially to
(S~rmon
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Matt. 24 : 32-34, the language of Jesus, which says: "Now
learn a parable of the fig tree; when his branch is yet tender,
and putteth forth leav:es, ye know that summer is nigh: so
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it
is near, even' at the doors." But what is Jesus talking about
here? Is it tht3 end of time, or is it something else? A careful study of this chapter reveals that he is discussing alternately the destruction of Jerusalem, . which occurred less than
forty years later, and also the end · of time, which has not
come yet. He was not giving signs of the approach of both,
but of "it." Now, what was "it"- the destruction of Jerusalem, or the end of time? Well, it was not the end of time,
for in that very connection Jesus said, "V~rily I say unto you,
This generation shall not pass, till all these things. be ful filled." That generation .has long since passed, but the end
of time has not come yet. So the signs . referred to had reference· to the destruction of Jerusalem, and not to the second
personal coming of Christ and the end of the world.
Personal vs. Impersonal Comings
You notice that I say the "second personal coming of
Christ." I do that because the coming of the Lord and the
presence of the Lord are often mentioned in the Scriptm~es
when his "personal" presence or coming is not intended. The
Jews· thought of any great exertion of power through divine
providence as being a coming, appearance, or presence of the
Lord. For instance, in 2 Sam. 22~7-18, where David poetically describes a mighty earthqu~ke and terrific storm by
which the Lord delivered him from his enemies, he says in
verse 10 that the Lord "came down." But he did not mean
that he made a personal appearance. In the 19th chapter of
Isaiah the Lord is represented as coming into Egypt to destroy its government and religion of that time. Yet' this was
not a personal coming. And Josephus, a Jewish historian, in
his "antiquities of the Jews," book 18, chapter 8, and paragraph 6, tells of God showing his "presence" on a particular
occasion by sending down· great showers of rain contrary to
human expectation, and speaks of this as one of the "very
plain signs of his appearance." Yet this was not a personal
or bodily appearance, but rather an appearance or presence
through his providence. We call attention to these exampies
because they illustrate a type of reference to· the Lord's
coming that we must understand if we would avoid being
confused by a few New Testament passages.
For instance , while Jesus was yet on earth .he said , "Verily
I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not
taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom" (Matt. 16 : 18). Thus the establishment of Ghrist's
kingdom on· earth in the lifetime of his contemporaries is
referred to as a coming of Christ; yet it was not a personal
coming, but rather a signal manifestation of his power and
the beginning of his reign. L.ikewi!le, there is. every indication that the destruction of Jerusalem, which would end
Jewish persecutions of Christians, was referred to as a coming of the Lord. To this the apostle Paul must have alluded
when he said, "For yet a little while, and he that shall come
will come, and will not tarry"-that is, will not 'delay. See
He b. 10: 3 7. And so with James, when he admonished, "Be
ye also patient; establish your hearts: for the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh" (Jas. 5:8). We know that it was not
Christ's second personal coming that was then drawing
nigh, but we do know that through his providence the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the Jewish state was
drawing nigh. And this must have been what was in the
mind of the apostle Peter when he wrote in 1 Peter 4: 7 that
"the end of all things draweth nigh"-that is, the end of
all things Jewish-the end of their state, the end of their
temple and its worship, and also the end of their persecutions
of Christianity.
(Concluded in issue of December 23)
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FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
Clarence A. Price, Box 2021, Route 9, Waco, Texas. One was baptized last Wednesday night here at the Lakeview church.
Worship with us whe n traveling through
Waco.
Wyatt Snw:rer, 4018 Sue Ell e n, Houston ,
Texas, N ove mber 30. Th e Pecan Park con gregation was strengthen ed during the
m o nth of November by two restorations and
two additions t o the church by baptism.
Jas. E . Lnlrd, Rocl<mart, Georgia, N ove mb e r 30: Since last r eport one has been baptized and one plac ed membership. The work
on our n ew class rooms h as be en h eld up
due to the lack o.f material.
Virgil Bentley, 719 North West Street,
Cordell, Ok lahoma , November 27: Our meeting with R. B. Sweet closed Novemb e r 1 and
while th e r e were no additions the church
was greatly edified. W e soon will have
be e n with this congregation fiv e years, and
have set Decemb er 1 as th e day for paying
off the indebtedn ess on our buildings.
The obitu ary in last iss ,u e of the Flrm
Foundation of Hattie McDonald of Fayette,
Alabama, who pass ed from this life Sep.
temb er 1 was s igned "Tom Walker." That
~s wrong.
"Tim Walker" should have been·
sign ed, not Tom Walker. Please correct and
oblige your fri end-Tim Walk e r, 2211 S.
Tyler, Dallas, Texas, November 26, 1953.
Jess Hull, 3205 Denton Road, Ft. Worth
11, Texas, Nov emb er 30: Thirte e n n ew members at Birdville were en rolled during, the
month of November.
Five of these were
baptized and thr ee wer e r es tor ed and identifi ed with us: Five were identified. Our
work is moving forward in a good way
here at Bird vi ll e an'd we hope to accomplis h
more in the coming year.
Dick Powell, 212 N. Tay lor St., Gainesville, T exas, Nov e mb er 30: Yesterday h ere
at the Broadway c hurch of Christ the evide nc e of p e r so nal worl<, patience, persever ance, an d pray e r was made m anifest when
tw.o came forward to be restored and to b e
identified, and th e n there came forward two
more to be id e ntifie d. W e set a Bible schoo l
attend ance record here yesterday. The co ttage meetings here in town are grow in g in
interest, numb ers, and spir itua l value. We
press forward in th e work before u s ask ing God' s help and giving him a ll g lory and
praise.
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HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR BUNDLE OF "IMPROVING CONGREGATIONAL SINGING"?

Adron Doran, 109 L a . Avenue, L ex ington,
Kentucky, November 28:
I preached on
Thanksg iving Day at the Druid Hills church
John T . Sn•itltson, Wingo, Kentucky, Noin Atlanta, Georgia. Work In Central Kenvember 24: Last Lord's day I preached at
tucky is showing some signs of progress.
Metropolis, Ill: Th ere were two fine audi ences. On e was baptiz e d. Th e c hurch there
Lloyd E . Ellis, 231 Fourth Avenue, Chula
is moving a lo n g in a fine way.
Vis t a, Califo rni a . November 25:
The congr egatio n h ere is determined to go forward
James Hugg·ins, Box 72, Gunter, T exas, about a specia l effort to increase our buildNovember 30: Recently an elderly lady was ing fund on Nove mb e r 22. By Sunday night
b aptiz ed here.
Sh e had formerly been a the cont ribution totaled $1285.04. This came
Catholic. Three days after she obeyed her from a co n g r egation of l ess than one hunfuneral was preached.
dred members and without solic.itation. We
hope to secu r e sufficient loan to enable us
WaYne Hargrove, MacGregor Park Church to constr u c t a n auditorium of our own.
of Christ, Houston, T exas, November 23: When you or your friends came this way
One was baptized, one was restore d, and five meet with us.
placed membership yesterday h er e at MacBobby L. Hoover, 9th a nd · Columbia,
Gregor Park in Houston.
Plainview, T exas, October 3()1: Th e church
Ernest 1Ucco 7 , Gainesvi lle, T exas, ·Novem - h ere spo nsored me 'in the first week of Cofber 27: we have just c losed a very sue- feyvill e, Kansas, nin e day m ee ting with
cessful . m eeting h e re at the Commerce the c hurch th er e·. Four were baptized, one
Stree t congregation in which c. E. McGaugh - restored and
three placed membership.
ey did the preaching. Th e r e were e l ev.en George D arling is doing a worthy work
baptisms and fourteen to be r es tor ed or there. Cleon Lyle:> h e ld our fall meeting.
place m e mb ership.
Six were baptized, six restored, and two
placed memb e rship. We have had five to
place membership and one baptized since he
Paul Southern, 1642 College Drive, Abilene,
closed h e re October 14. We are now plan Texas , November 25:
Two w ere baptized, ning a Lectur eship for January.
two restored, and one placed m e mbership
at 14th & Vin e las t Lord's day. We con E . Wickham, Middl ebourne, West, Virtinue to have good attendance at both of
ginia, November 3: I spoke near here last
the morning worship services, 9:00 and 11:00
night at a place called Burt · where I took
o'clock. The brethren h ave hopes of buildmy stand s everal y ears ago with the church
ing within the next ye,ar.
·of Christ. It is a pleasure to be here. I
closed a sp lendid meeting last week with
Jumes 0. Wilburn, Box 11, Gruver, Texas, th e Wolf Creek co ngre gation near
alta
Nov e mb er 24: The Baptists closed a mee t- and McConnelsville, Ohio. Splendid coopera ing here Sunday night. During their meet- tion of preachers and co ngregations.
In
in g it was our privilege to baptize two Bap- 1875 J ohn Rowe, father o~ Fred Rowe, who
tists into Christ for the pardon of sins. John published the Chr istian Leader for years,
Ally will assist us in a meeting the first of held a meeting of four weeks in the grove,
April. Because of postponement of a meet - which resulted in 100 additions.
On the
ing I will h ave t ime for .one m or e between Lord' s day more than 1500 people were presnow and s umm er.
en t. Th9re were large crowds in Coshocton last Lord' s day.

A:

Wm. E. Wallace, 641 Elma Street, Akron,
Ohio, November 25: Brother Jeff A. Mar tin, Jr., replaces me at the Hickory, N. C.
congregation, effective December 1. Brother
Martin Is from T exark a n a, T exas.
I believe h e will do a fine work at Hickory.
I am to b eg in work w ith the Thayer Street
congregation in Akron, Ohio, November 29 ?
I have enjoyed over two years of pleasant
harmoniou s work with the Hickory group.
Th ey are progressing and in years to come
will be one of the stronger congregations
in N . C. P l ease note my change of address.

W. D. Black, Box 182, Evant, T exas, Octob er 12: It has b ee n so m e time s in ce I rew. S. Willis, Gustin e, T exas, November 30: ported, but have b ee n quite busy I have
Th e work is movin g forward in a very sat - been to Rogers, New Mexico, again r ecently
isfactory way. Nothing unu s ual, just s triv- in a m eeting No add ition s Had the hearty
ing to do the Lord's work, and "to keep the cooper atio n of both 4th Street and East 2nd
unity of th e spi rit in th\) bond of peace."_ Street c hurches in Portales. Brother G. C.
Th e l ectu r eship was a great success. Every Ross a nd Brother R. L. Allen at 4th Street
speaker did his p a rt in a most commendable and Brother W. T. Garnett at E . 2nd Street
way. Many congregations were r epr ese nted are m en h e ld in high estee m and are doing a
Other congregations In reach
w ith a good ly numb e r each evening and fine work.
many outside th e church heard the wonder - (of Rogers attended th e meeting. It was a
ful facts about th e Lord' s church. The com - very busy tim e. School was just starting,
munity s inging will b e conducted at the but we think that good was accomplished
church building n ex t Lord's day. There is in the way of sound t eaching. The first
a good int erest in th ese s ingings. Many and 11econd Sundays in October, I preached
congregations have numb e rs present with at Lometa while Brother Rob ert Bolton was
their singers 'and leaders. Th e community away. He is doing a fine work at Lometa
is well represe nted and the singing is won- and is loved and r esp ec t ed by all. I go next
derful. Brethren, pray for me that I may Sunday to Goldthwaite I am ready to preach
continue in health, strength, and faith.
anywhere in reach of my home.

Gospel Truth in a Nutshell

by
Homer Putnam Reeves
FIFTY VITAL LESSONS

Concise-Convincing
These have been bound into a
handsome volume of 176 pages. The
type is larg€ and clear. Cloth or paper binding. You will want a copy
of this work for permanent reference; additional copies for your
friends. A wonderful gift.

$2.00 per copy (cloth)
$1.50 per copy (paper)
Order Today From

HOMER PUTNAM .REEVES
2442 W. Jefferson Blvd.
Dallas 11, Texas
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Jol-ale DodsoB, 218 Ware Avenue, East
Pine, Georl!';ia, October 9: I want you to
kno-w how much I do enjoy the Firm Foundation. I pass them on. The issue of September .29th had many good articles in it.
Many wonde rful things were said for the
Christian.

Elvin Bost, Allen, Oklahoma, November
•15: Brother Cled E. Wallace held our fall
me e ting October 18-25. The preaching was
superb.
The interest was good and two
fine boys were baptized. I a m wep into my
'third year with this good church. Prospects
are very bright.

W. Earl Jtlnnsur, 241 E. Aorlight, Monterey
Park, California, November 30: Two were
identfi e d w ith the Montebello church yesterday. Our · work here is pleasant and there~'
is encouragement in all phases of ~ct!vlty.
When in this area of southern' California,
wors hip with us a t 536 N. Poplar.

J. F. Dog-,;ett, 805 East St., Graham, T ex-

A. R. Holton, 4801-16th St. N.W., Washington, D.C., Nov e mber 27:
Three placed
and two have been baptized since last report from Church of Christ, 16th & Decatur,
N.W., Washington, D.C.

·w. D. Blnck, Box 182, Evant, Texas, November 25: The work at Copperas. Cove is
starting off fine. Interest is fine. Attendance is in creasi ng.
Z eal and enthusiasm
are mani fest in the members of the Lord's
body. We press on with hope.

L. D. Hall, 717 South W. 24th Street, Oklahoma, November · 11: I have been busy
working· with hom e forces thus far, but
am r eady and anxious to a nswer calls for
monthly ap pointments or can hold a winter m ee ting for yo u. Do not think about
the cost of this kind of work, but think
about your n e ighbor needing to be saved.
Write m e and I will do my part in preaching to the l ost. You may set the price for

Fln-.·U R. Yeakley, Sr., 508 S. Oklahoma
St., Weslaco, Texas, November 28:
Last
Wednesday ni g ht I closed a pleasant meeting with the ch urch in Brownsville, Texas.
Ther e w er e only two additions during the
m eeti n g . Th ey came by transfer of membership. But it was a pleasant meeting. I
found R. M. Grigg, the lo cal preacher, a fine,
capable, pleasant co-worker. Our work at
W eslaco moves forward in a. nice way.

~.

November 25: For the b en efi t of all who
may in any way be inter este d and particularly for friends I have r ecen tly move d to
the above aP.dress to work with the Graham
congregation. The work h as starte d off in
a fine way. I had no troubl e at all in persuading the brethren at Grand Saline, Texas, to "loose me" and let m e go as far as
the work there was concerned. I have n ever
at any time thought I was indis p ensable to
the work of any congregation. Brother Bill
Decker of Abilene, T e x as, preceded me in
the work here and left many friends in his
going. I am In fine health, busy, and happy
in the work of the Lord. I would be glad
tg conduct one or two meetings n ext year.
When coming this way we invite you to
worship with the East side oongregation.

my labor. ., j-=.:.{.·?.;~·1_~.~·: .
Robert H. Bell, 672-19th St., San Di ego
2, California, November 29: From November
1st through the lOth, we conducted our l ecture series on "The Church in Prophecy and
Fulfillment."
T e n different local preachers were us ed. Each had his l esso n well In
hand and delivered it in a masterful way:
N,ovember 15-22 I did the preaching in a
meeting with the small church in Encinitas,
California. This was the first meeting that
had bee n conducted there in about thre e
years.
The few m e mbers t-hat are there
supported the m eet ing well by their presence. No one responded to the invitation.
This was a miss ian effort on the part of
the Central congregation.
Brother Rob ert
W. Lehmann, a local preacher, preached
her e in my absence.

R. V. Wood, Box 482, Mission, Texas, November 30: A fine young man and wife
were added to our working force recently
by transfer of membership. The work of
the Lord In Mission is gr_owing steadily.
Interest and attendance are increasing with
almost every service. The churches of the
valley have a daily radio program except
Saturday, one of the Ministers have the
program a week a.t a time. We think much
good will resu lt. With a 75% Latin American population, and 20% people from the
north, who are, either Catholics, Lutherans,
or Episcopalians, we do not have too many
left to work on, but we are slowi"Y malting
some inroads among the Latin-American
Catholics. This is the best time of year to
visit the valley while thousands of acres of
R. K. Akers, Niagara Falls, New York,
vegetables are being h a rv ested, and the November 24: It was my happy privilege to
citrus fruit is being gathered. Why not take do the preaching in an Inspiring m eeti ng
time off and run down?
in Petersburg, Ind., Nov. 1-11. Th e visible
result was four baptisms, two husbands a nd
their wives.
All four h ad previously been
LISTEN
baptized into the Baptist church.
They
·readily obeyed the gospel when they learn ed
HERALD OF TRUTH
th e truth. Good preparation und er the di·ABo Network 1:00 P.M., Sun.
rection of Elde r s Shull, Hollon, Alexander,
and Willis, and on the part of the local
Sermon for Dec. 13, "The Influence
preacher, Gene Carroll, resulted i-n good in of the Bible"
terest and attendance on the part of the
peop l e of the co mmuni ty. Gene Carroll has
done and is doing a fine work. He was an
WALLACE-HUNT DEBATE
excellent coworker. Last Lord's day was a
On Instrumental Itlnsic
happy one for us h ere as two m en were baptized and a hu sband and w ife w ere restored.
Clotll $2.75
Not r e ported prev iously in the Firm FounOrder Fro:mdation were thr ee baptisms on October 18
TELEGRAM BOOK CO.
and · two r ece nt addi tions by tra n sfe r of
Box 39
Longview, wash.
m e mb ership .
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Dick Powell, 212 N. T ay lor Street, Gainesville, Texas, Nover'ber 25: Two were baptized tonight following the mid-week service. Two more were baptized last Monday
afternoon . Th e brethren here are going out
into the highways and byways and· are seeking the lost, and souls are being savell
right along. May God have all the glo17
and praise.
· Walter "\\7 • Leamons, Junction, Texas, November 30:
Two good audiences and one
baptism yesterday at T e nth Street church.
Th e re is a good inte r es t in all phases of
the work, inc luding the bro a dcasting of the
gospel over the local station, 1K'MBL, now
in the fourth year. All the congregations
of the Lord in this sec tion are showing inc r ~as ing activity. This is a matter for rejoicing, as ther e is room and work for all.
Joseph H. Cox, 4422 Preston Hwy, Louisville, Kentucky, Nove mber 22: The meeting
h eld the first of November at Middletown,
Ohio; was well atte nd ed, but there were no
add itions. Th e work h ere at Preston Highway is r apid ly growing. The elders have
a rrang ed for 'Varren Rainwater to be my
co-laborer in this great worlc Eleven placed
m e mbership and on e was baptized before
my d eparture for the Middletown meeting.
One was baptized h ere today. This congregation has not yet been in its new building
two y ears, but now we are forced to build
more class rooms to accommodate our Sund ay mornin g· Bible school attendance. The
proj ec t is no'v under way and is expected
to b e complete d n ext sp rin g. Th ere will be
six large class rooms in this add ition. Those
m oving to L ouisville should contact us.
Cornelius C. Abbott, 401 N. Park, Seminole,
Oklahoma, November 30 : Aft er e l even years
of !abo.:., with the churches in Oklahoma and
T exas, I am mov in g to Cha ttanooga, Tenn ess, to begin work with the Red Bank
church. I have labored w ith Chickasha, Altus, a nd Seminole chu r c h es in Ok lahoma. I
also was with the Lamar Avenue church in
Paris, T exas, for two years. Our work has
been so pleasant in the west and it is dif!i·cult to leave so many wonderful bre thren,
but we feel a great work can be don e witk
the Red Bank church. Th ey have just completed a beautiful n ew building and educat iona l building that will sea t several hundred. It is air - conditioned throughout. The
mov e will !JUt u s c lo ser to our r elatives whe
liv e in Ohio and Tenness ee.
The church
work a t Se minole is a t an a ll time high.
Twe nty have responded to the invitation
th e past few weeks. We begin our work
at Red Bank January 1.
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THE
MAJESTIC HYMNAL
The most pretentious and substantial effort made recently
in supplying a universally accepted book of hymns and
spiritual songs for t he churches of Christ.
#

Hymns for all occasions, special attention to funeral and invitation hymns;
songs for work and worship and evangelistic work. The most highly commended hymn book that we. have seen.

.

I·

"I have examined and used many hymn books prepared for the churches of Christ and· can candidly
say, after a thorough examination of Majestic Hy~
nal, that it is, in my judgment, the best hymn book
that has ever been printed for the churches of
Christ."-Fred McClung.

SPECIAL INTRODUCTION OFFER
THE FOLLOWING PRICES ARE NOW BEING MADE FOR INTRODUCTION:
'

Copy, prepaid --------------------------------------_______ -------------------------------------------$ 1.00
100 (or more), per 100

-----------------~---------------------~---------------------------------

Special Edition Leatherette (paper-lined cloth, flexible),
in any quantity ___________________________ :__________________________________________________

80.00
.75

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
P. 0. BOX 77

•
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FROJtl CAJtiP PICKETT, :VIRGINIA
)

Several members of th e Church of Christ,
all soldiers stationed at the Medical Replacement Training Center, Camp Pickett,
Va., h ave successfully provid ed th eir f ellow
so ldi ers with· weel<ly r e ligious services which
will enab le them to continue their relig-iou><
activities in th e ir own particular belief.
The planning and conducting of the services h ave e mph as iz ed individual p a rticipation in all aspects of the w:orship, and since
these servic es were started in early D ece mber, 1952, th ere has been a rise in attendance of well over 10'0%.
Chaplain vVayne M. Daubenspec k, Lt. Col onel, has s tress ed r eligious freedom in th e
Army, a nd has cooperated in every way in
providing the n ee ds of these services.
While with the Army at Camp Pickett,
many of the men and th e ir w ives h ave tak "
en advantage of th e opportunity and have
ass isted smaller con g r egat·ions, s uch as South
Hill, in s tr engthening their activities in
t hi s area,
·
The url a nimous opinion of the men s tationed her e is that cooperatio n of the MRTC
Chaplain's office h as b een exce llent, and
that the parents of sons in training here
can be assured that they will b e able to
attend the Church of Christ weekly.
Among those who have activ.ely participated are former s tudents of D avi d Lipscomb College, Nashville, T enn., Florida
Chri s tian College, Tampa, Fla., Athens ., Bible School, Athens, A la., and Abilene Ch ri stian College, Abilene, T exas.

Just Off The Press
SERMON OUTLINES
BY

J. C. CHOATE
One Hundred Outlines
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Robert c. Copelmul, Jr., Tahlequah, Oklahoma:
Two were r ecently baptized, and
one placed m e mbe rship her e. This church
is growing in a ll phases. The contribution,
Sunday attendance, Wednesday ni-ght att endance, and Ladi es Bible Class ·as well as
all classes are growi ng.
Th e future is
bright, and it is believed that many more
w ill answer the invitation of our Lord J esus
Christ. Soon new church signs will welcome
all visitors traveling the thr ee main highways into Tahlequ a h--th e old capito l of th e
C h ero k ee Nation.
W e cordially invite all
who travel in this scenic section of the
country to stop and worship with us. Thi s
is a friend ly congregation. Several are dis gusted with the First Christian Church h ere
and that affords us a great opportunity to
teach th em . We have had several in at tendavce from th e music church, and with
God's word we are showing th em that the
m echanica l instrum en t can n e ith er teach
nor a dm on ish a ccording to Eph. 5:19 and
Col. 3:16. We r ecently had thr ee to place
m e mbership, two to make acknowledgments
from the K etchersid e faction about three
Wiles from h ere. Anti-ism, whether against
orphan homes, mission work, colleges, or any
other phase of go'od worl<-will :qot long
stand again st th e truth.
Radicalism has
b een our downfall in years . gone by as the
Church of Chr ist, but tha nk s be to God,
we hav e come out of the radical-i s m a nd
are now prac ticing evangelism.

Eastside church has a great challenge before it and I pred ict it will accept this cha-ll e nge and in th e near future will become
one of the great oehurches amo'ng us. Th e
other congregations and their preachers in
the Greater New York area assist much b¥
attend ing and l endin g encouragement to th~
work. Broth er Leonard K'irk, a well known
singer among u s did a beautiful worlr in
leading the worship in ong. I shall return
for another me eting soon. The worl< here
con tinu es to improve.
Several h ave been
added rec en tly. Our ; program over Station
KGK@, 148 0 on your rad io dial, 8 :0(} o'clock
each Sunday morning is being well r ece ived.
Visit us when you pass this way.

HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR BUNDLE OF "IMPROV·
lNG CONGREGATIONAL SINGING"?

A GREAT HELP to parents, Sunday
school teachers, children's workers! A book that will be enjoyed
by children of every . age! For
every library - home, "school or

The MOODY

BIBLE

Basil C. Doran, P. 0. Box 186, Ferris , T ex as: A s part of its missionary program the
F erris church supported me in a fift ee n day
m ee tin g th e first h a lf of September las t
with th e Eastsid e church, New York City,
which the Lord blessed abundantly. Twe lve
respond ed to our Lord's invitation.
Seven
w e r e baptiz e d, three restored and two placed
m embers hip. Brother Eddie Grindley is in
charge of this work a nd is doing a good
job. He is without doubt the hardest work e r I h ave ever seen. This man can do more
than three s hould do. H e is being ab ly assisted by Brother Bob Davidson of Port
Arthur, T exas. Brother and Sister Davidson
are of the finest typ e, and are proving themse lves worthy of th ei r chosen vocation. The

Cloth Bound

Churches Desiring

$1.25 Per Copy

an Economy
Seating Line

ORDER FROM:

· tum to

J. C. CHOATE

STORY

BOOI{
based on an ot#stand·
ing Dutch Bible story
book, care/ull')l adaPted
so as to be enjoyed by
all ages.
•
•
·e
•

Large, clear type-easy to read
164 two-color illustrations
Over 400 stories in short chapters
Covers Bible in chro~ological order
(bill not every bookl

This thrilling new BIBLE STORY BOOK is written
in vivid, imaginative language that makes the
Bible really LIVE for boys and girls! And what
better way is there to teach the great truths of
God 's Word· than through a series of well-told
stories? Each story is interpretative, making a
subtle but practical application to the life of
children today. It is a book older folk will enjoy
reading, too. 639 pages. S4.95, plus 25c for post·
age atld hand/jng.

MID-CONTINENT CHURCH
FURNITURE CO.

Route 3
Corinth, Miss.

Box 548

Write today

Individual seats
Curved rows
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YOU ORDERED YOUR BUNDLE OF "IMPROVING CONGREGATIONAL SINGING"?
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DEAVERaaHATHAWAY DEBATE
A Thorough Discussion on Bible Classes and Women Teachers
PRICE: $3.00
I

Order from:

ROY DEAVER
3029 HANDLEY DR.,

FORT WORTH 12, TEXAS
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Dale R . Larsen, 5148 Dodge Street, Omaha
w. s. Boyett, 1320 West Fourth Street,
After more
3, N ebraska, November 25: The new con- Pecos, Texas, November' 25:
gregation in Bellvue, Nej:>raska, began meet- than three years of very pleasant work
ing November 22 with 42 in attendance. with the good church at Altus, Okla., I have
Betlevue is a rapidly growing community moved to Pecos to work with the good
just south of. Omaha, and the congregation church here.
The opportunity h ere seems
h as purchased a meeting house only a few to be outstanding and we feel that we will
blocks from the Offutt Air Forc·e Base. The be able to do much good in the Lord's work.
Bellevue church is a plann ed o utgrowth of Mardell Lynch, now of Phoenix, Arizona,
the church at 52nd and Dodge in Omaha.
preceded me h ere and did a fine work. A
new building with adequate facilities for
the worlt was erected while h e was here.
Homer A. Daniel, Julian Road, Chattanoo- The church in Altus is one of the best and
ga, Tennessee, November .25: My meeting it was wHh much regret that we left them.
with the Beaver Street church in Lisbon, November -15 I did the preaching in a meetOhio, resulted in one baptism and some 18 ing at Visalia, Calif., where Floyd Mitten is
preachers attending. Ray D. Beggs is Evan- the loved and respected preacher.
The
gelist of this church. Harold Hadley of East meeting was . well attended and twelve re Liverpoo l, Ohio, faithfully led songs. I am sponded to the gospel invitation . The Lord
to return in 1956, the Lord willing. \V.hile willing, I shall return for another meeting
in that area, I visited Bethany, W. Va., and in 1955. Correspondents, please note change
was privileged to see scenes that made his- of address.
tory in the long ago that are connected
with · the great Restoration Movement. T wo
Virgil H. Law-yer, Justin, Texas: I have
have been baptized and two placed member- comple ted, as of August 31, five years and
ship here at East Brainerd recently. Thi s e ig ht months of labor, under the oversight
congregation is having a part with others of the elders of the Southside Church of
in this area in supporting the Hortons and Christ in Fort Worth. A full five years of
Huffards in Nigeria, Africa. We are begin- this tim e was spent in Japan where I helped
ning our ninth year in the Chattanooga area. to establish eighteen new congregations and
to baptized one thousand and thirty souls.
j.V!y support came from the Southside church
Seat Them in Comfort and never once was · it tardy. They spent a
1
Pew Cushions of Foam Rubber
total of $19,050 on our support and rent dur ing our time with them. Since our return.
to the states last February, until September
1st of this fall, I have been preaching at
Southside. in the absence of their regular
preacher, Robert C. Jones, and travell in g
on behalf of the work in Japan.
During
By
August I held a two weE>ks m eet in g in ChilTirt$fOtJt
licothe, Mo . Southside supported me in this
meeting also . Brother Joe Lemmons is the
preacher for the Chillicothe congregation.
Rl-3595 DALLAS 2126 Jackson
it is small, only fifteen members, but gives
well and will grow, I am sure. Carl KetDESIGNERS
chersid e is the ru l er of most of the congTe'-

Forrest Dunlap Public Seating Co.
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Wednesday-7:30 P .JU.
Phone: PResident 4-4736

COMMUNION BREAD FOR SALE
We keep on hand regularly a supply or
Eresh, pure, unleavened bread for communion
purpos es. Eleven wafers to the small pal)k ~ge and three of the packages to the large
carton-all carefully sealed so it will keep
indefinitely. Every congregation should have
on hand a good supply at all times. Price:
Large cartons, eac-h, $2.35, postpaid.
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gations in that area an.d as a consequence
the chu rch is dead, cold a nd full of petty
gr ievances. Broth er L e mmons has th e patience and faith to press on, in spite of
these obstacl es and I do believe that th e
simple New T estament church is there t~
stay. Our assoc iation with the brethren at
Southside has not been marred by one sing l e misunderstanding. They gave m e freedom to carry on the work of preaching the·
gospel to the Japanese, in the best way that.
I knew how. In turn, I felt m"y abl igation
toward them and wrote monthly reports of
my activities . • They were my elders and
never, at an ytime, tried to be elders of the
churches I helped establish in Japan. They
have now taken over the support of BrotherCharles Doyle and family, who will soon be
r e turning to that field. I began work with
the chut·ch here in Justin Septemb"lr lsL
We began with an eight day_ meeting and.
had one restoration.
o . C. Hartsell, 612 E lm . Street, Minden,
Louisiana, Octob e r 13: By the authority of
our Lord Jesus Chr ist we press forward tothe ultimate victory over the power of darkn ess. Sister Hartsell is improving with thedays and shou ld be out of the hospital tomorrow, the Lord willing. Our work here,
so far, has been cooperat ive, pleasant and.
profitable. A h eating syste m for t h e building is now being installed. Other improvements are in the making. We can do all.
things in him that strengtheneth us. May
chu r ches of Chr ist continue to move ahead
in Jesus' name.
J. P. Williams, Rt. 11 Box 198, Ft. Worth,
Texas, November 30: Since our last report
four or five h ave been added h e r e a t Lak e
Worth in Fort Worth by restoration and
membership. I have tendered my resignation effective March 15, 1954, her e. I a!Th
leaving of my own free will and accord. I
have not located a place at this writing but
have my heart and mind turned toward th e
mission field somewhere in the United States.
I would be happy to correspond with anycongr e gat ion desiring to send so m eone out.
I will b e happy to consider any call, and
furnish refere11ces. No one h as been se lected
to follow me here at this writing.
The
brethr en here are congenial and peace and
harmony prevails .
HAVE YOU ORDE RED YOUR BUNDLE OF " IMPROV ING CONGREGATIONAL SINGING"?
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1. An Attractive monthly (Reader's Digest size). 38 pages.
2. Brief, to-the-point articles with emphasis on meeting everyday problems with Christ.
Special issues on such themes as "Victory Over Suffering", "Peace of Mind", "Get. ting Ready for Marriage", etc.
3. Its theme is "New Testament Christianity in the present age."
4. Excellent for young people in high school or college, and for the "young in heart."
5. Sound, scriptural, proven by 15 years of service.
6. Approximately 20,000 copies published each month.
its history.

Over 1,000,000 m circulation m

7. Christians will want to send a gift that is spfritual, constructive, up-lifting. Twelve
times a year it reminds the receiver of your interest in his spiritual welfare. ·Excellent
to send to doctor's offices, waiting rooms, or to those who are not members of the
church to help teach them.

ONLY $1.50 FOR ONE YEAR

SEND A CLUB OF 4 OR MORE AT $1.25
'

.

Order today and we will bill you after January 1, 1954!
Send ta JIM BILL MciNTEER, Business Mgr.

20TH CENTURY CHRISTIAN
3909 Granny White Pike '

Nashville, Tennessee

*Editor, M. Norvel Young. Staff Members: J. P. Sanders; A. C. Pullias, George DeHoff, W. Whitten, H. M. Tiner,
J. D. Bales, B. B. Baxter, JameS 0. Baird, Willard Collins, Elbridge Linn, Raymond Kelcy, Carl Spain, Reuel Lemmons, Frank Pack, Harold Thomas, Paul Southern, John Banister, Trine Starnes, J. D. Thomas, Melvin Wise, Otis
Gatewood, Jack Bates, F. W. Mattox, Alan Bryan.

1884

' Austin, Texas, Tuesday, December 15, 1953

Vol. 70, No. 50

$3.00 Per Year in Advance

Natrona! Weekly, World- Wid.e in Mission, Definite in Policy-the . Defense of the Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Und-er .Present
Managem ent for la s t 43 Years. "The Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this sea l: " Th e Lord Knoweth them that are his" (2 Tim. 3:11)

W. M. DAVIS
The Heart of Man
The functions ascribed· to the heart in the language of the
Bible show conclusively that it is not the physical heart that
is under consideration. When Solomon recognized his great
responsibility in ruling the kingdom of Israel, he offered this
petition to the Lord, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between· good and bad" (1 Kings 3:9) . And the Lord answered
this prayer, saying, "Behold, I have done according to thy
word: lo, I have given thee a wise and an und.e rstanding
heart" (1 Kings 3:12) . It seems impossible for anyone to
11liiss the truth so far as to teach that the heart in these
passages mean the physical heart.
Solomon wrote, "Keep thy heart with all d_iligence, for out
of it are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23). And again he says,
"For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Prov. 23:7). From
this it is apparent that the heart is the mind with which we
think and understand. Sometimes it is used in a broader
sense, to include the affections and will, as follows: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart," and, "Every
man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful
giver" (1 Cor. 9:7).
Christians need to use their hearts in every act of obedience
to the Lord. When a man purposely misses the worship on
the first day of the week, his heart is not right with God.
Jesus said, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through ahd steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through and steal: for where your .
treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matt. 6:19-21). So
we cann.ot serve the Lord with a divided heart. We do not
trust in the Lord while we trust in earthly treasures. A
man's heart is not right with God when he fails to use his
money as the New Testament teaches him to use it.
The Savior of .All Men
Paul wrote this to Timothy, "For therefore we both labor
and .suffer reproac~, because we trust in the living God, who
is the Savior of all men, specially of those that believe" ( 1
Tim. 4:10). God is the Savior of all men in the sense that
his plan provides for the salvation of all men. This does not
mean that all men will be saved. The Bible teaches that many
will be lost. But God loved all men, .,and sent Jesus to die for
all men, and commanded the gospel to be preached to all men.
So if men are not saved, God is not responsible for their being lost.
Paul says God is the Savior "specially, of those that believe." You cannot feed a starving man who refuses to eat.
And God cannot consi~tently save a man who refuses to be

saved. When men reject Christ· by refusing to believe his
word and obey his gospel, they will be lost.' Jesus declared,
·"He that rejecteth me,· and receiveth not my words, hath one
that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day."
58~2 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

LIFE'S CHANNEL IS FIXED
S. H. Hall
An address delivered over KFVD in Los Angeles, September 13,
1953.

First in the natural kingdomWe go back to the beginning, and find in Geil. 1:11, 12,
these words: "And God said, Let the earth bring· forth graf!S,
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after
his kind, whose seed is in. itself upon the earth: and it was
so. And the .e arth brought forth grass, and the herb yielding
seed after its kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was
in itself, after its kind: and God saw that it was good."
From that day, this law, established in nature, stands unchanged. The whole success of the commercial world rests on
this unchanging law. Otherwise when a man sows wheat he
coul~ expect barley, oats or perhaps raspberries, strawberries
or something, he knows not what. When· you put a setting of
eggs under a hen you would not know what would come--chickens, buzzards or crows.
Principles are easily understood as great truths, alth{)ugh we
may not understand the working of these principles. Life itself
_is a profound mystery, but there are certain facts and truths
about life that we may understand to a certainty. Here are the
hog, the cow, t he sheep. in the same beautiful pasture feeding
on the same grass, drinking the sa1pe water, breathing the
same air and enjoying the same sunshine, but we know what
the results will be to the owner---:-beef from the cow, mutton
from the sheep, and ·pork from the hog. This we know and
this we expect. J3ut why these three animals produce these
different meats from the same food, no one knows except God.
Every seed shall produce after its kind, both in the vegetable
and animal kingdom.
But let us look again. There in that beautiful plot of ground,
we have the apple, the peach, the pear, and · the grape, all
rooted in the same soil, and their roots actually intermingled
in the soil, b~t the apple, the. peach, the pear, and the grape all
are reproduced after its kind. God made it so in the beginning,
and it so remains. But th.e point I want to drive home to your
heart is that God did this by his spoken word, by the breath
of his mouth. And all of this being true, why should it be
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thought incredible that the new birth should be effected by
his word?.
· Peter says, "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever" (1 Peter 1: 23). How well we know these things. Let
us read here ~salm 33: 6-9:
_
"By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all
the host of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathered the
waters of the sea together as an heap; he layeth up the depth
in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. For he spake, and
it was done, he commanded, and it stood fast." ·
Yes, the heavens and the earth and all things therein came
into being by God's speaking them into being.
May we ask here: What is life's channel in the vegetable
kingdom? First it is seed; second, this seed must be planted
in soil; third, tliere must be moisture and the warmth of the
sun. Can any one of these things be left out? Certainly not.
The channel was fixed in the · beginning, and it so remains
fixed, a.nd we conduct ourselves accordingly. This is true of the
vegetable and also of the animal k:ingdom. And life is perpetuated by God's law...!....there is a channel of perpetuation. We
have to have food, water, exercise, air and sunshine. Are there
any of these things that we can eliminate? Certainly not.
Second, in the Spiritual Kingdom.
Our Lord has declared that this "life ahannel" in nature is
analagous to the spiritual kingdom. Here let us read it:
·· 'lAnd he said unto them, So is the kingdom of God, as if ·a
man should cast seed into the ground; and shou-ld sleep, and
rise ni~ht and day, and the seed should spring and grow up,
he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth fruit of her·
self; first the blade, then the ear, and after that the full corn
in the ear" (Mark 4: 21i-28).
Reflect on these words: "In the beginning was the word, and
the word was with God, and the word was Goa. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; ·and
without him was not anything made that was made. In him
was life; and the life was the light of men" (John 1: 1·4).
But read right on till you come to verse 14, and you find
these revealing words: "And the word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth."
The same word that spoke the world into existence, that
established life's channel in the kingdom of nature, now God
lets become tabernacled in · a human body and he lives among
us as "God's Life Channel In Grace." Tell me not that this is
not so. Listen to him: "I am the way, the truth and the life;
no man cometh unto the Father but by me" (John 14: 6). This
settles it. The very word that wa11 in the beginning with
God, and was God, by which the worlds were spoken into existence, now dwells here, clothed in flesh. He declares, "He
that seeth the Son, seeth the Father also."
Oh, I know it is a mystery, and the J3ook so declares: "And
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the · Gentiles, believed on in the world, and received up into glory" (1 Till).. 3:16).
,.
Let us reflect together fQr a few moments. That word, by
which the heavens and the earth were spoken into ·existence,
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became-flesh and dwelt amo~g us. Did anything confront him
that he could not handle? We should not marvel at his speaking to the blind and they see, to the maimed and they walk,
to the deaf and they hear, to the angry sea and it is calm,
and even to the ' dead and they come forth. Remember, he is the
word of God that was with God and is God among us. Yet he
lived as the Son of mal}, with our fleshly nature, tempted in
all points as we, suffered more than any being has ever suffered,
allowed himself to be nailed to the cross and there was killed
·bY pain, but as he had before stated, undone all the enemy had
done to him and came fox:th by way of the resurrection. A
mystery-y_es a staggeJing mystery, that our Modernist friends
wiU not take, but it is true, a thousand times true.
But in every seed in the vegetable kingdom-take the wheat
seed for instance, there is in that seed the germ, the life within
the seed, which springs forth, under the proper circumstances.
Just so it is with the pure word of God: -In it we find Christ
as the germ or life giving part of the word. Yes, C'hrist is in
his spoken word-did you get it? Hear him: "The words that
I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life" (John 6:
. 63b) . This caused Peter to exclaim, "Thou hast the words of
eternal life." And get it, they are words that he has spoken,
not thoughts of his he never expressed. 'rhis is why Paul declares in Hebrews 4: 12: "For the word of God is quick (life
givi ng) and powerful (full of power)." That is why the apostle
Peter could tell Cornelius and his household, "Words, whereby"
h e and his house could be saved (See Acts 11: 14). This is why
we are exhorted to "receive with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save" our souls (See James 1: 21b).
But get this-our Lord is not in the doctrines and command·
ments of men. How well did Paul declare to the Thessalonians,
"When ye received the word which ye heard of us, ye received it
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of
God •. · which effectually worketh in you that believe" ( 1 Thess.
1:13b).
Here let it be said: You cannot improve on the way God puts
things or says things. Open your Bible to Hebrews 4:12, 13,
and l?ok closely as you read, "For the word of God is quidG
(life giving) and powerful (full of power) and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
so ul and spirit, and of the joints and the marrow, and is a dis·
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there
any creature that is not manifest in his sight." Whose sight?
"But all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him
with whom we have · to do." Can't you see how the thinking
glides from the pure word of God to our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ? Yes, -we must face Christ in the judgment. But the
sam e Book says we must face his spoken word in the judgment.
See again John 12:48 and Rev. 20:12.
Now all this being true, how could anyone hope to r eceive
this Christ and have him as his Savior short of receiving, with
the whole heart, every word that Christ has spoken unto us.
Here I want to drive home to your hearts, that you can as
easily fly to the moon as you can touch Christ separate and
apart from his words. Hear Peter in Acts 3: 22, 23: "For Moses
truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.
And it shall come to pass, that every 'soul, which will not hear
that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people."
So there it is. Christ we cannot have as our Savior separate
and apart from his word.
In John 12: 48-50, C'hrist says: "He that rejecteth me, and
received not my words, hath one that judgeth him; the word
· that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
For I have not spoken af myself; but · the Father which se:at
me, he gave me a commandment, what ~ should say, and what
I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life
everlasting."
Yes sir, and there is no such thing as eternal life separate
and apart from the commandment of God. It is said in Rev.
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22: 14: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they
may have a right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the -gates into the city.'~ Yes, as John says in 1 John 2:17:
_ "The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth t he will of God abideth forever." Here is ·the secret of
eternal life. Since Christ is the way, the truth, and the life,
we understand the words of the Holy Spirit, speaking through
John, when he says, "He that hath the Son hath life, and he
that hath not the Son of God hath not life" ( 1 John 5: 12).
But the same writer says in his second epistle, verse 9: 11:
"Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth . in the doctrine of Christ,
hath both the J.<'ather and the Son." Now note the warning: "If
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive
him not into your house, neither bid him Godspeed; for he
that biddeth him Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds." When
they come with another doctrine,. they come without Christ.
The only way you can receive Christ is to receive his words,
not substitutes for his word. For as he says in John 6:63:
"The words that I speak unto you, they are· spirit, and they
are life." Don't you see?
Oh well, on and on we could go, but space forbids my giving
it all in this address. Before closing, let us note again in particular, the analogy between the natural and the spiritual.
1. First, there mus.t be seed, it ~ust be planted, and with
other attending circumstances, it springs forth and reproduces .
itself-reproduces after its kind, if you please. Here is life's
channel for the natural kingdom, and it has so stood, unchanged
since the world was created.
2. Just so irr the spiritual kingdom: "The seed is the word
of God." So says our Lord in Luke 8:11. This word must be
planted in the soil of the human heart. The parable of the
sower teaches this. See Matthew 13: 18-2·3.
. Do you know of a single convert in the days df the apostles that sowing the seed of the kingdom, the word of God,
did not come first? And it should be remembered that Christ,
the life given germ, was driven home to the hearts of the
people. Note the conversion of the three thousand on Pentecost-Christ and him crucified, buried and arisen, ascended and
crowned were the great thoughts these words planted in the
hearts of the hearers. So it was with the conversion of the
Samaritans-Christ was preached to them. So" was it with the
conversion of the eunllch-Philip preached unto him Jesus. So
was it when the jailor and his household were converted-they
spake unto him the word of the Lord. Cornelius was instructed
to send for Peter and he would tell him words whereby he and
his household should be saved. Yes, sir, when you carry the
words of Jesus to the people, you carry Christ to them. Separate and apart from his word, he cannot be found. This is why
James teaches us to receive with meekness the engrafted word
that is able to save our soul (See James 1: 21).
But the final word by way of warning-,.God's word will produce only Christians, true children of God; it will not produce
Campbellites and establish churches not one time named in
the word of God. In Matthew 15: 9 Christ says, "But in vain
they worship me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of
man." Christ, the life-giving principle in the word is not to be
found in the doctrines and commandments of men. Hear Christ
again in Mark 7: 9: "And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own
tradition." But the traditions of men contain not Christ, and
though they are taught in the name of Christ, will not produce the children of God.
Think of the warnings, over and over given: "Tbat ye henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the slight of men, an,!l cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive" ( Eph. 4: 14).
Paul says to Timoth~ "As I besought thee to abide still at
Ephesus-that thou mightest charge some that they teack
no other doctrine" ( 1 Tim. l:: 3). Paul also says to- the Ga-

latian brethren that though he or an angel from heaven
preached any other gospel, .let him lle accursed (Gal. 1:6-9). And
on and on you find warnings in the Bible. Peter says, "If any
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God" U Peter 4:
1a).

The cases of the speccial pleading, mentioned in Matthew 7:
22, 23, are those who have taught in the name of C'hrist their
own doctrines, and this is spiritual forgery. Remember it
states that that prophet who shall presume to speak a word
in my name tliat I have not commanded, that prophet shall
'die. See Deut. 18:20. These are the ones who will · cry unto our
Lord at the judgment, saying, "Lord, Lord, have 'we not prophe·
sied in thy name? Yes, taught in the name of Christ their own
doctrines (Matt. 7:22). Then it is our Lord who will say u~to
them: "I never knew you: depart from me, ye workers of
iniquity.'' Yes, they have forged our Lord's name to doctrines
he did not command-a very iniquitous thing to do. When one
signs the name of someone else to a check, witli.out his consent, and collects on it, he goes to the pimitentiary. Where
should it be thought people should go who fgrge the name of
eternal God and his Son to doctrines they never authorized
them to teach?
Let us be careful about what we teach-teach only what
God's word says, and you will reproduce children of God and
re-establish the church Christ purchased with · his own blood.
Let us see to it, as teachers and preachers, that we "speak ae
the oracles of God" as we are commanded (1 Peter 4:11).
Box 863, Arcadia, California.

CONTINUE NETWORK RADIO PR_OG~~t1,c
.

'.

The elders of the Highland church in Abilene report that
much :progress is being made in the preparation of the network television program which is scheduled .to be lannched on
the DuMont Television Network in ea,rly February, 1954. One
of the wire services announced last week that the Ilighland
group had been offered time on 62 DuMont statio~s covering
82.29 per cent of TV homes in America. An option has . been
, taken on the contract offer and the contract. is to . be signed
on December 18, 1953.
The Highland elders carefully pointed out that the new T:V
program will not rep!ac(! the present radio program carried
by the American Broadcasting Company. The radio work will
be continued with efforts made to add the present ·287 stations now carrying the coast-to-coast broadcasting.
In an open letter last week the Abilene brethren said: "We
feel that the opportunity of obtaining a network television
program for preaching the gospel is one of the greatest opportunities to com e our way. This does not mean the discontinuation of the radio broadcast but that a greater overall
audience may be reached by radio and television."
Two of the Higbland elders, J. M. Patterson and John F.
Reese, have just r eturned from Chicago where they have been
checking production of the first "pilot film" of the Herald
of Truth. A number of the :PuMont stations have agreed to
run it one time as a public service while funds ar e being assembled.
Signing of _contracts is dependent on sufficient funds beipg
raised by December 18.
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THE HERALD .OF TRUTH BROADCAST
By LOGAN BUCHANAN
Febr~ary 10, 1952, the ABC network began to carry a broadcast introduced by; "The churches of Christ salute you with
the Herald of Truth." God willing, the DuMont Television Network will likewise begin to carry the program of February
12, 1954, so that ten million people each week may see and
hMr the gospel of the Master.

This program is identified as follows: "This program has
eome to you under the direction of the Highland Church of
.Christ, Abilene, Texas, and is supported by churches of Ghrist."
Its elders inspect the program before it is transcribed, and give
it final approval before it is put on the air. I was tremendously
impressed by their willingness to accept suggestions during
their inspection of one of the programs.
Funds are sent to the Highland church, especially earmarked
for the Her.a ld of Tmth broadcast, to a special post office box
szt up by the elders "providing for honest things, not only
in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men (2 Cor.
~:21). P. S. Kendrick of College church has acted in the past
.liS treasurer, and Phil Kendrick is the able announcer.
Office · Work Is Tremendous
Hundreds of personal letters go out each day, answering
questions, helping people locate congregation s, answering requests for sermons, etc. Three secretaries and eight typists
and bopk;k;eepers are required, and they are swamped with
work. These are paid $45.00 and $42.50 per week, respectively.
James Williford and James W. Nichols have done most of
· the i>reaehing, and have been paid $100.00 per week, until re-'cently; when they were .jncreased to $150.00. John F . Reese,
•·.elll.er at Highland, gave up his business to manage the office,
"answer questions, and generally supervise this work at a salary
· 'of $150.00.
The .two .Preachers spend many hours per week preparing
the sermons, making transcriptions, piecing the program together, and following the continuity written by Brother Reese.
. Phil Kendrick, the able announcer, is paid $25.00 weekly.
Since Highland ·church had ·no space,· offices had to be
. rented and furnished by the congregation. About one-sixth of
the funds expended have been spent on transcriptions, printing and mailing copies of the sermons, paying the salaries and
. office expense, keeping the r ecords, acknowledging the contributions, and for utilities, telephone and supplies.
History of the Broadcast
The two evangelists selected to do the work were preaching
on a small six- or seven-station network in the northern states,
when they were given an opportunity to enlarge their work
and place it on a network.
College · Church in Abilene was the first sponso1· f')r the
program, and since Brother Nichols' salary was guaranteed,
this church agreed to serve as sponsor for four months, while
the matter was put before tile brethren. On Septembe1· 16,
1951, The Minute Monitor, weekly bulletin of the College church
in Abilene said:
"Brother James Walter Nichols has been working with the
College church for the past four months in a special radio
project. The College church agreed to sponsor this work for
four months. This work is of the highest type and is commendable . . . We do offer a prayer for God's blessing on this
and any other good work."
After releasing the work, College church continued to support it, and carries an item in its 1954 budget:
"Radio , Highland church
~ ·~ .33 1 l"1"ntl·
. 1 000 (year )."
The Missions Prog am division of .the Annual Report front
College church says:

"We are also making a sizable contribution regularly to the
Herald of Truth radio program. It is expected that as our
budget grows we can do f ar more of this type of work." Their
inte~·est in this program shows almost one-tenth of their mission budget is spent here . .
From September ·16, 1951, the Highland church in Abilene
has been overseeing this work. Their 195? directory says:
"Many conversions and restorations have been· reported. This
woTk is being supported by a great number of congregations
and individuals."
How Is The Money Ra-ised?
Highland church has appealed to the churches through the
mail, by t elephone, and personal contact, for funds to do this
magnificent work, as one sister congregation asking others
for help and cooperation. Pledges are made by the churches to
Highland church in Abilene, which pledges are paid by the
local churches at t heir convenience.
Some individuals also make contributions, although no cam- ·
paign for individual contributions has ever been made. It has
never been said that it is sinful and wrong for individuals to
contdbute to a worthy cause.
Why Is This Called "Herald Of Truth"?
The Highland elders could not officially spe;ik for the
churches of Christ in any capacity. They therefore do not say,
· "The church of Christ claims and teaches so-and-so . . . "
This broadcast is not the church, and cannot advertise itself
as such. It is the work of the church, or an activity of the
church, even as a church bulletin. Other radio programs conducted by our people are called by such titles, to help build
an audience: "The Gospel in Sennon and Song"; "The Bible
Hour"; "Bible Questions and Answers"; "What Does Your
Bible Say?"
Churches print bulletins with similar titles: "The Minute
Monitor"; "Stop and Think"; "The Visitor"; "The Truth";
"The Caller."
Such a title is no more unscriptural than to call a mid-week
service a "prayer meeting"; or to call a protracted revival a
"gospel meeting"; or to call a number of classes meeting simultaneously a "Bible schQol." These names simply describe what
the church is doin g, and none need misunderstand.
Why Carry "Herald of Truth" On Letterheads?
To plant firmly in the minds of people that Highland church,
with the help of sister congregations, does HERALD the
TRUTH, it advertises this fact-just as we have always advertised the slogan-"Where the Scriptures speak, we speak;
where the Scriptures are silent, we are silent."
This does no discrdeit to the church. All the aavertising,
programs, letterheads, films, and brochures sent out by Highland church make known clearly and without subterfuge, that
this work is under the immediate an d direct oversight of the
Highland elders, to whom any criticism, suggestion, or question may be addressed, either from Abilene, or from any other
quarter.
The first monthly r eport sent out said:
"If at any time there should arise in your mind a question
about any of the .phases of this work, we would appreciate your
writing. We believe that you should know how the program is
being handled, and by whom . . . We look forward to hearing
from you . . ." (pages 5, 6) .
But the church is honored in every program. We sincerely
believ~ that_none can hear, or see, one of the broadcasts or
telecasts without learning what the program says repeatedly:
"This program has · come to you under the direction of the
Highland Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas, and is supported
by churches of Christ." None need misunderstand.
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Is It Right To Preach On Radio Or TV?
Such mass media as radio, television, and printing tracts
reach beyond any local church in commui)icating the gospel.
. Surely no one is naive enough to think that such mass media
for heralding the truth as newspapers, radio, TV, etc., can be
used without reaching into territory that the elders of a local
church cannot supervise and oversee.
But the churches of Christ, operating under the Great Commission of our Lord, are engaged in a world-wide operation,
since Jesus said: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature . . . " (Mark 16:15). Every Christian
is a part of this world-wide operation, and every congregation has some obligation to carry it on. The local elders must
plan ways and means to push this world-wide operation along,
and help it succeed.
Some elders have greater vision than others, ·just ,as some
preachers have greater vision. Some can see the possibilities
of good in the work of the church, and some can see only
the dangers of something bad.
If, as some would have us think, it is sinful --and wrong for
a local church to engage in any operation that reaches beyond
the support and/ or beyond the supervision of any one local
church, it becomes sinful and wrong (according to that reasoning), to put ONE sermon on ANY radio station.
The sermon would be heard by someone not under the supervision of 3: local eldership, and its results would be felt in
territory beyond their oversight. Does this not condemn ALL
radio preaching?
.
Are we going to be driven into accepting the Catholic "Diocese" idea, or shall we follow the N ew Testament?
If it is right to preach the Gospel on ONE radio station, it
is right to preach the same sermon on a thousand stations, with
or without the use of a network. If elders do not overstep
their bounds when they supervise a radi'o program heard 20
miles beyond their immediate neighborhood; they do not overstep their bounds when they supervise a program that reaches
2,000 miles beyond their own "neighborhood.
Distributing Tracts Is Likewise
To prohibit a local church from conducting any operation
that reaches beyond the supervision and / or beyond the support of the local church, would condemn ALL u se of the printed
page, including tracts, newspapers, etc. Somebody just might
g et their hands on a gospel tract who was not under the supervision of the local elders, and who never attended the local
congregation.
If it is scriptural and right for a 'local church to send tracts
and letters to people in its own country, it is scriptural and
right for a local church to print and mail sermons and letters
all over the world, in spite of the fact that it is thereby conducting an operation that reaches beyond the supervision and
the support of the local church.
What About Public Contributions?
If indeed the local church must not permit anyol).e who is
not under the supervision of the local elders to help in the
support of its work, we are for ever prohibited from passing
the contribution platter to an open apsembly.
Somebody just might put a contribution in the platter who
is not a member of the local congregation. If it is ;wrong for
a church to do what it cannot support without outside help, it
would be wrong to accept this money. This legislation would
force us to "closed box," and make us refuse non-members the
right to worship by giving. Then w.e would have to decide
whether a member is in good standing before he could give,
etc. Is this what the New Testament teaches?
Can "The Churches" Unite To Act?
Prayer is an action that cannot be limited by congregational
lines. Paul tells us to pray "everywhere" (1 Tim. 2:1-8). What
is there about which we may unite in prayer that we cannot
scripturally unite to help?
Fellowship between churches is not only proper and right,
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it is scriptural and divinely commanded, whether it consists in
sending money to a missionary, relieving human distress, or
helping one another.
Let us not. be naive enough to think that our own local
church has done ALL that has been done, when we baptize· a
man into Christ. Other congregations may have helped.
We all depend on one another to a great extent, and we shall
always need the help of other congregations, in holding gospel
meetings, building buildings, or preaching the truth on radio
or elsewhere. Let us not be naive ' enough to think that the ·
progress of the church at ANY locality is due solely to what
that particular church itself has done. The training of its
leaders, pi·eachers, and its teachers, has · probably been given
elsewhere, by other churches.
One congregation, working by itself, can accomplish little.
.By joining hands together, we can do much more. There is a
cumulative effect on the world, when the church works to- ·
gether (John 17:.20, 21). God help us to grow more willing
to "hold hands across the world" for the salvation of souls.
The Herald of Truth Is Such A Work
Although it is under the supervision of Highland church,
this broadcast is a worthy enterprise, in which we can all
help. One hundred and seventy souls die per hour in our nation without God. Those who care about these souls MUST be
interested in reaching as many as possible with the gospel.
The very thought of preaching to ten million people per week
thrills the souls of those who believe in the power of the .gosp~l.
Is This Program Too Big To Be Right?
Unless we have lost sight of the principal work o{ the
church, tv "preach the gospel to every creature," we will not
say this work is too big. It is really too small. While we fid~
dle, souls die without hope.
I s it scriptural and right for several churches to work tog ether on a given project, and to see it through as partners
a wor thy enterprise? Or is anything too big for one loeal
church, too big to be scriptural? And is it possible for sev•
eral churches to work together and to ac.t in concert without
losing their independence, autonomy, and identity as · local
churches?
Our Great Danger Is Doing Too Little
There is not very much likelihood that "our" people will
do too much, or get very far ahead of what the New Testament specifically authorizes. We have too many people who
are always "a gin" everything, for anything unscriptural to
g et very far.
L et us seek a Bible answer to our question.
A New Testament Exam,Ple
Note the methods P aul commanded to be used in raising
money f or such a wor thy project in N ew Testament times in
2 Cor. 8. Note :
1. There were saints in Jerusalem who needed relief. (This
was AFTER the st ory of the sending of money to Judea in
Acts 11:27-30) .
2. Paul gave apostolic "orders" to the "churches of Gal.atia" ( 1 Cor. 16:1, 2), to give to their . relief. Corinth was
LIKEWISE or dered to join in this cooperative enterprise.
3. The "churches of Macedonia," verse 1, joined in this
cooperation of churches, to have part in "ministering to the
saints."
.
4. The church at Corinth had made a pledge to the wo1·k,
a year before, 2 Cor. 8:10, 11, and Paul commanded them to
KEEP. their pledge.
5. The money was sent to Jerusalem by the hands of Titus,
another unnamed brother, who had heen selected as a · cooperative action, "chosen of the churches to travel with u ; with
this grace, which is administered by us to the glory of the
same Lord . . . " (2 Cor. 8:19). (This word ·for "chosen" is..
XEIROTONETHEIS, an aorist passive participle from XEIROTONEO-defined by Thayer's Lexicon, page 668, -It is the

in ·
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same word translated "appoint" in Acts 14:23. In 2 Cor.
8:19, the preposition UPO-which with the genitive case here
shows the agents by whom the choosing or appointing was
done-this brother was chosen "by the churche~" (plural).
6. ,These brethren circulated among "the churches" to gather
~he cash and carry it to ;Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:3).
.Shall We Deny God?
llere is a New Testament example of cooperative action, in
"\v'hich more than one church chose a man to go out to more
than one other church and promote a scriptural..work, requiring the raising of funds from more than one congregation.
This was a scriptural operation, in spite of the fact that it
was too big for the 'oversight and the support of one single
local congregation.
Paul commended these churches .who took part in this cooperative enterprise, and commended the men who raised the
money as "the messengers of the churches, and the glory of
Christ" (vs. 23).

TH£ UNBRIDLED TONGUE
Ben ~ · Taylor
. The Scriptures say, Ezek. 3:18: "When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die; and thou givcst him no warning, nor
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his
life; the same wicked man shall di e in his iniquity; but his
blood will I require at thine hand."
"He that is silent concerning a known evil, becomes a partaker of the sin." So why should I or any anyone else hesitate
writing or saying anything we might be able to say or write
concerning any evil? and especially upon the subject under
consideration ?
If'If any man among you seem to be religious and bridleth
not his tongue but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain" (James 1:26). "Wherefore my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath,
for the wrath of man worketh not the ·righteousness of God"
(v:S. 19-20). "But the tomgue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison" (Ch. 3, v. 8). "Speak not
ev1l one of another, brethren, he that speaketh evil of his
brother, and judgeth his broth er, speaketh evil of the law,
and judgeth the law; but . if thou judge the law, thou art not
a doer of the ·law, but a judge."
And many other things are mentioned in these firs t four .
chapters of the boo}.!: which are easily understood.
Sometimes I wonder if we do not exercise · more judgment
rabbit hunting, than we do in the proper use of our tongues.
We can readily understand if a gun is improperly handled,
calamity or some sort is certain, but when it becomes a matter bringing on destruction to both soul .and body, we seeni. to
lose sight of the fact we are carrying about something which
is "full of deadly poison" the tongue which no man can tam e,
etc.

The tongue when improperly controlled, can destroy the
church in just a little while. It can cause more grief and
cause more heavy hearts, retard the progress of good gospel
preachers than any one thing we might mention.

Y;es it is so easy to pop off. Someone has said or dscribed
one who talks too much as a "popperoffer" then defined the
. word "popperoffer" as being "one who should be listeni~g in(te'ad of talking". So whether this is the correct definition or
not, it certainly serves the purpose very well.
Speak not evil one of another" says James, and tells us what
we become if we do, should be sufficient, ·but on we go with
that unbridled tongue. I use the word "we" because none of
us are as ca,reful as we should be, I am sure.
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vr:e believe, then, that the principle of congregational cooperation is a scriptural principle, and that no man has the
right to remove it from New T estament Christianity, nor to
ridicule those who were called by God "the glory of Christ."
If this be heresy, rescue me from it-I cannot deny God.
Let Us Follow God, Always
If it was right for the church at Corinth to pledge thei.r giving a year ahead for the relief of the poor saints as in 2 Cor.
8:10-12, and if it was right to send money to elders of another
congregation as in Acts 11:27-30, it is still scriptural and right
for a local chur«h to pledge to h elp Herald of Truth an,d send
money to the Highland elders. If not, why not?
Let us not fear to follow the Bible, and do what these
churches did, just because some person imagines and fears
"it might some day lead to something big and bad." Such timid
failure to obey God is unworthy of those who have placed
their faith in Christ Jesus.
For an example, I know of a certain congregation who secured the services of one of the best tried and true preachers
the church has ever produced, .a man who has and is now endorsed by the entire brotherhood, to cond.u ct their meeting,
and before the meeting was four days old, a vain individual
begins with the unbridled tongue, to ridicule and say many
hurtful things about the preaching. "Ife will run folk away;
He is too har9; He calls names; We need a man who will use
tact" etc.; and I suppose h~d it not been 'for the fact most of
the congregation knew the preacher was guilty of no such
thing, m~ch harm could have been the result. But in that
the preacher ignored it, and preached as hard as he could, the
meeting was a success. The preacher found it out of course,
as he always does, and perhaps left with a heavy heart, realizing of course more good might have been accomplished had
this not happened, etc:
Now we-might ask the question, Why did this all just have
to happen? Simply because of what James said in his first
remarks, Chapter 1:1. This is exactly why.
Webster defines the word "Vain" as "worthless-conceited"
and so now we see hard it is- for a church to grow or prosper,
when this sort of material shows up.
Now think of the other accusations he made, "too hard,
drives folk away." I have lived quite some time. I have never
heard any preacher preach as hard as did Jesus and his apostles, and I doubt if I ever will. They called names and preached
so hard many of those who heard, _ tried to do them bodily
harm, and death finally came to them as a result of their
preaching the truth, as it was revealed.
They used tact also, because they were guided by the Holy
Spirit, and because of what the definition of the word "tact"
given by Webster, which is as follows . "Tact"-Nice discernment and delicate skill in saying exactly what is expedient,
or suitable in given circumstances." And so it goes, here we
have a person who never preached a sermon in his life trying
to dictate to · a preacher who has given the best of his life to
the preaching of the gospel. "Brethren these things ought not
to be." There h as ben much written in the p ast covering plain,
hard preaching, and how necessary it is, but if this nonsense
which is so widespread in the brotherhood could be traced down
properly, the most of it could be found to have originated- most
all together to h e or she whose religion is vain. Mark them,
and put it down when you find an individual who is constantly
'complaining some preacher preaches too hard and void of "tact"
you will have found one who has some sort of an ax to grind.
Sometimes it's a political axe, but more often we will find one
who is unconverted to the old apostolic style of preaching the
truth. John 8:32: "Ye shall know the truth and the truth
shall make you free."
Cyril, Oklahoma.

.
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
Are you happily married?
Everyone knows that our divorce rate in this country is
appalling. It has risen to the alarming proportions of one divorce in three marriages. Obviously many marriages are unhappy ones. Also, it is apparent that many homes are npw
headed for the rocks. What about your home?
An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure in marital
relations. The time to prevent a broken home is before it happens. Too frequently couples who are' having trouble, put off
sooirig a competent counsellor or doing anything to improve
the situation until it is to late. To appropriate the slogan of
the Citizen's Traffic Commission: "Be careful about your marriage. The home you save may be your own."

ATHEISM DOES NOT LIKE ITS FRUITS

:-

James D. BaJes
Atheism is finding it difficult to get converts to band together, and even in making converts. An article by Hal Boyle
in a recent newspaper quoted 1m atheist as foRows:
" 'Our membership was never tower,' recently complained
Woolsey Teller, secretary treasurer of the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism.
" 'In many ways we who are trying to lead people away
from church are in the same boat as those trying to lead them
into church.
" 'People today are generally too interested in material
things. The average man, I'm afraid, would rather play gin
rummy or watch wrestling on TV than take part in something
serious.'
"The anti-religious organization, founded in 1925, reached
a peak soon thereafter of 1,000 members but some months ago
dropped to a low point of 340. Members pay $1.00 a year. Most
members are 'middle-aged or more,' said Teller, adding1
"'We seem to have a great deal of difficulty getting younger
people interested.'
"The states having the most formal atheists are California,
New York and Ohio.
" 'Maine, Delaware and West Virginia are the worst states
for us,' said Teller, who believes some people are afraid to become atheists for fear they will be called Communists.' "
It is good to know that the 4A is having difficulties. Likely
it ill fade out not too long after its founders pass on. Several
observations are in order concerning Teller's statements. First,
why should atheists want to band together to advance atheism.
What bond of fellowship is there in denying God and affirming that men are just animals? It is better for atheists to
live in a society which is composed mainly of non-atheists since
at least the non-atheists believe, as a general rule, that there
are real moral standards. They are thus more apt to treat an
atheist like a man instead of like a dog.
Second, that people are not interested in something serious
is one of the logical fruits of atheism. If atheism is true, then
what is serious? Nothing is of real value and nothing is last·
ing.
Third, if atheism is right there is nothing but the material.
Thus people would be fools to be interested in other than material things. Why should Teller devote his time to teaching
men atheism, and then cry because some people live as if
atheism is true! If he does not like the fruits which atheism
would produce, or sanction, let him stop sowing the seed which
produces that type of fruit.

I

M. ·Norvel Young

Most young couples in our country want a lovely Christian
home. They wlmt a home where the Christian virtues of purity,
honor, faith, hope, and love pre'lail. They want the fruit without being willing to plant the seed and cultivate the plant. You
can't have the fruit without the root. The roots of a Christian
home. must be a deep faith in God, a trust in Jesus Christ, a
knowledge of the Word ·of God. •
A happy home is based on the character of the two individuals who form the union. There is no substitute for the Word
of God to produce Christian character. So, if you want the
fruits of a Christian home, give attention to -reading the Bible
daily, obey its prospects, attend church where its teachings are
preached and practiced, seek Christian companions who will
bring out the best in you. By cultivating your spiritual nature
you will be making a great contribution to the happiness of
your ho'me.
Fourth, if atheism is true why should an atheist confess his
"faith" if it might have some consequences which are unpleas·
ant. What would be wrong with letting fear of being classed
as a communist keep one from confe!lsing that he is an atheist,
or _becoming an atheist? What principle in- atheism is there
to give man courage, to lead a man to stand up for what he
believes? If there are no moral principles a man would be. a
fool to invite unpleasant consequences by taking a definite
stand.
Fifth, atheism does prepare the way for communism. Com·
munism Is atheis.t ic in its nature. More than one communist
has testified that atheism softened him up for communism.
Professor Budenz, once the managing editor of the Daily
Worker, told the writer that that was his experience as well
as the experience of other communists whom he had known.
He has now given up both communism and atheism.
'

LET M:E CHALLENGE YOU TO READ
.THE BIBLE THROUGH!
The new year of 1954 is beginning soon. Perhaps you have
made several good resolutions. M:ay we challenge you to read
the Bible through in 1954.
You can do it by reading three chapters each day and five
each Lord's day. You . can complete it in 365 days.
More Bibles were sold in 1953 than in any year of history.
No doubt you own one or more. But the Bible must be read,
must be meditated upon, must be obeyed in faith if · it proves
the way of salvation for us. We are largely creatures of habit.
How easy it is to spend 15 or 20 minutes each day reading
the daily paper which is thrown away the " next day. How
much more valuable for us to read God's Book which will
last forever. Most people find it better to start with Matthew
and read the New Testament first.
It is best if you can choose a definite time for each day's
reading, and hold to it. Read with expectancy s.e eking God's
will for you. Mark the passages which are most helpful so
that you can re-read them later. Memorize key verses so
that y<'Ju can mediate on them during the day. Be sure to pray
for God's blessing as you begin to read and for strength to
dho. his will when you finish your reading. Such a program
will bless you beyond measure in 1954.
_
Several hundred people locally have made this resolve, and
the church is furnishing them with a 38-page pamphlet on
"Understanding the Bible." If you would like a copy of this
you may have one by writing a card addressed to the church,
Broadway and T, Lubbock, Texas. But be sure to read the
Bible every day in 1954. ·
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CIGARETTE, CANCER LINK .TOLD MEDICOS

NEW YORK-A science symposium has been told
that cigarettes increases up to 20 times the risk of
developing cancer of the lung," declared Dr. Ernest
L. Winder of Memorial Center's Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research.
He and other medical men spoke on "The Cigarette"
before the Greater New York dental meeting yesterday.
He reported that a survey of 1,000 men suffering
from lung cancer showed only 1.5 per cent were nonsmokers. He added that studies of patients suffering
other types of cancers disclosed 15 per cent were nonsmokers.
A definite association between lung cancer and
heavy smoking atso was found in a survey of the
smoking habits of more than 5,000 lung cancer sufferers in the United States, England, Germany, Switzerland, Denmark and Gzechosolvakia, he said. .
One object of research at present, he said, is to
find the factors to cigarette smoke which may be
causing clung cancer.
If found, he said, these factors could be removed
from tobacco smoke.
Dr. Alton Ochsner of the Tulane University School
of Medicine said it appeared these factors may be
some substances in tobacco tars.
Meanwhile, the P. ·L orillard Co., a cigarette manufacturer, said in a statement that it is "contributing
thousands of dollars each year" to research on the
bodily effects of cigarette smoking.
In a statement signed by its research director, Harris B. Parmele, the company said the program includes "all facets thus far suggested that have a bearing on smoking and health."
Recently, the company said, it has been repeatedly
asked questions reflecting the " unproven opinion that
cigarette smoking is r'e lated to an increase in lung
cancer.
"Such opinions are ·often derived from purely speculative surmise, others are drawn, from debatable
statistics while still others originate from animal experiments which have little if any bearing on cancer
such as seen in the lung of man."
The company said it believes that "the majority of
smokers smoke cigarettes for pleasure and are unalarmed by unproven rumors relating to their general
health.
·
"However, we' recognize that there is a cautious ml.nority who place potential health considerations ahead
of everything else."
The company said that "for the benefit of this minority" and also to keep "ourselves completely informed," it had initiated the research program.
It covers effects of smoking on blood circulation,
stomach acidity and other factors as well as lung cancer.
Recently our readers· were given as essay on the
subject of "Cigarette Smoking" and its injurious ef'fects on the general health prepared by our beloved
Brother, L. R. Wilson, president of Central Christian
College, Bartlesville, Oklahoma. The -reaction on the
part of our readers was interesting. The letters received at our office were . for the most part highly
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complimentary of the position taken by Brother Wilson to discourage the practice of cigarette smoking,
or of acquiring th~ habit. SOme suggested that the
article should .be put out in leaflet form and given a
wide distribution. We would be pleased to do this:say '50,000 to be supplied to those who would distribute
them at cost of printing. No doubt such a thing would
save many boys and young men from taking up the
useless and injurious habit. I think that most men
who use tobacco and have used it for many years wiH
tell you they wish they had never begun its use. They
have told me so; there are exceptions, of course. One
of the saddest things is the campaign for the practice
of cigarette smoking among women and even young
girls. ·
NO PAPER 'DECEMBER 29 .

It has been the custom of the Firm Foundation since
its beginning to publish no paper for the last week of
the year, allowing this week as a sort of holiday. The
Firm Foundation is printed and published every
Tuesday. This time the last Tuesday of the year, 1953,
falls on December 29. We publish the paper next week,
December 22, as usual, and it will be delivered as usual.
But do not look for the paper December 29, for none
will be printed. We make this announcement with detail for the reason that some of our readers every
year write us that they have not received their paper for the last week of the year. Some of these are
new subscribers, of course, while others are just a
little forgetful. We surely thank each and every one
of our mimy friends who have given us the fine cooperation that has enabled us to ·publish and deliver
the Firm Foundation through another of the swift
revolving years.-G. H. P. S.
LIPSCOMB WINTER LECTURES BEGUN JANUARY 18
The David Liscomb College Winter Lecture Series is scheduled for Januar 18-22, 1954.
The theme of the lectures this year will be, "Rsponsibilit ies of the Christian.'"
The theme of the lectures this year will be, "Responsibilistudent center to McQuiddy Gymnasium this year, and arrangements will be made for 1,000 to attend. This dinner is
sch eduled for Thursday, January 21, at 5 :30 P .M.
All gospel preach ers and elders will be guests of the college on this occasion. The dinner is h eld each year in honor of
gospel preachers who have preached forty years or more.
Rooms will -be furnished guests without charge, and meals
can be secured for reasonable rates in the college cafeteria.
Hurlbut's Story of the Bible, the new enlarged edition

4.95

Memoirs of Alexander Campbell ...:.......................................... 8.75
The One-Volume Bible Commentary, covering the
entire Bible by J. R. Dummelow -------------- 6.00
FIRl\-1 FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 77'-Austin, Texas.
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THE CHURCH AND SUBSTITUTIONS THEREFOR .
C. H. Palmer
When Christ declared, "I WILL build MY church, and the
' gates of hell shall not prevail against it," he was declaring
the fulfilm ent of prophecy iri spite of the opposition of the
Satanic power. He, no doubt, recalled the opposition of the
Satanic power from the beginning, and his combat with him
in the wilderness and the opposition during his personal ministry, that, after the declaration to build his church that he
would add, "the gates of hell shall n ot prevail against it." He,
no doubt, meant primarily, that the enclosure of his body in
the grave would not prevent the building of his church. But,
he meant more than that. Why would he build his church in ·
spite of death and the grave, and then leave it to the ravages
of Satan after it became an active institution. Hell as used
here by the saviour means, grave, hades, sheol, and the term
"gates" refer to the designs and devices of Satan as well as
an adjustable door closing an entrance to · an enclosure. Since
Satan invented the grave, or made the grave necessary, it is
a device of Satan. Satan has myriads of devices, all of which
he will bring to bear upon the church (2 Cor. 2:11). Many of
such devices are working within the church today, weakening
and impeding its progress in sounding out the word of truth
and thereby preventing it reaching many unsaved.
Satan arrayed himself against God, his human creatures and
his plan in their behalf from the beginning, and he prevailed
against his created pair in the Garden of Eden thereby establishing his influence in the world to the e.x tent of causing God
to repent that he haq made man, and to decree that he should
be de~troyed from the face of the earth. But, the destruction
of man by the flood did not arrest or destroy $atanic influence
in the world, but he continued to oppose God, through man,
down through the ages, and when the promised redeemer came .
into the world to ·eventually destroy the works of Satan (1
John 3:8) he increased his attacks against him, and against
his church as soon as it was established. H e -tried to destroy
J esus soon after his birth; he tempted him through every
possible avenu e in the wilderness alone, and harrassed him
continually during his personal ministry, through his human
agencies, · and finally crucified him. But, he could not retain
· him nor stop the progress of his work, · even by the gates of
helL
1
It was ordained f rom the beginning that his kingdom, 01~
church, should be an everlasting kingdom . That it should
never be destroyed, but should .sltand forever (Dan. 7:13,
14:18- 27; Micah 4:7; 1 Cor. 15:24, 25, 27; Heb. 12:28). These
scriptures, nor any others, infer that only the seed of the kingdom (the word of God) shall remain forever, but the kingdom itself. The king, J esus Christ, has not been without a
kingdom since its inception on Pel}tecost, aD:d will not lre so
long as time shall last. When Satan initiated the great apostasy (2 Thess. 2:2-13; Acts 20:28-38; Jude 4; GaL 2:4; Titus
1 :15-16; Heb. 12:15) he did not' renounce the church but began at once to change the truth of God into a lie, worshipping
images, changing the organization and function o{ the church,
and convinced men that it was all simply the church at work,
or the church progressing.
From the beginning of time down to a number of years after
the church was established, Satan's attacks against God, Christ
and mankind were open and direct. But having been foiled by
Christ and his followers who were taught of his devices, the
direct approach was no longer so effective. Satan transforms
himself into an angel of light, began talking religion, a per' verted religion, a campaign of deception which was much more
effective than open opposition, hence, the great apostasy. He
seemed to come to a realization that he could captivate, unsuspectingly, more precious souls through advocating a perverted gospel, and an apostate church, something different,
something better, than would be possible through continued
open opposition to the true church. Knowing the disposition of
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man to readily grasp something different, a perverted teaching would be very effective. Therefore the perversion of the·
gospel, by the Satanic power, began in earnest about sixty
years after the church was established and continued on and·
on, and is very active at this present time. In about the year
533 after Christ, the apostasy had become so powerful through
deception, murder and all manner of persecution of those who·
would not submit to the apostate teachings ~nd practices,
that the true church was driven by the Satanic power into the
wilderness, into seclusion. She was given the wings of a great
eagle that she might fly tQ- where sh e had a place prepared o:t
God for her, where she was fed and nourished for 1260 years ..
While the church was in obscurity, invisible, outwardly in-·
active, it was still in existence, being nourished of God, fo1•
the time, when the two witnesses would arise and again testify ..
God's two witnesses, the Old and N ew Testaments testified in
sackcloth during that period, not being permitted to reach thepopulace but then killed and iay unburied in the street of the·
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, wherealso our Lord was crucified (that damnable Satanic system)
for thtee and a half days, 1260 years, but was resurrected and·
again began to testify. The Bible was, to all intents and purposes, legislated out of Europe during that time, but about:
three and one half years after its complete surpression , it was;
released and began again to testify to a limited extent.
THE HERALD OF TRUTH
Tom W. Phillips
I have read some two or three times Glenn Wallace's re- ·
marks concerning the Herald of Truth program; and knowing
Glenn Wallace, his remarks rang with sincerity. He and I
have about the same background in our religious training~
I am somewhat older, but our reactions are about the .same.
I have gone over in my mind the same questions that were
· asked by Brother Wallace. My conclusions h ave brought a
decision that there is nothing unscriptural with the way the
Herald of Truth is being conducted within its organizational
or money raising aspects. I can see no similarity between the
Herald · of Truth and the Epworth L eague or any society in
the churches of denominational nature. Neither do I see an
organization which could be t ermed one greater than the local
· congregation; it makes no dictates to any local congregation
nor does it combine any_ or several congregati<.ms into a synod·
or anything like one.
I do not exactly think of the Herald of Truth in the same
light as one of our papers or schools, but almost! I see Highiand church elders overseeing the preaching that is being done ;
I also see them as guards of the financial integrity of the
Herald of Truth organization. To me this is a splendid thing
for Highland to do and gives greater confidence to the Herald
of Truth efforts. I grant that the Herald of Truth is heard
more than the church of Christ. After much deliberation, this
seems wise to me, for it keeps the prog.ram from sounding
sectarian; and no one can deny that the preaching on the
broadcasts from the very beginning has certainly been true
to the Book and has told of the Christ that purchased his
church with his own blood. A church of Christ denomination
has not been pre ~ented! Of that I am glad.
I own my own shoe store in -Santa Barbara, California.
There are three working in the store besides myself . If I were
to have daily Bible t eaching in the store with these three
people, there would be nothing . unscriptural in that; it would
be more scriptural if' the elders of the church supervised that
teaching. F rom very few members of the church do I make .
my profit to run · the store, yet there would not be an opportunity to have daily teaching with these three (if I did)
without profit from people of the world. No, there is not a
similarit:y between my store and the Herald of Truth, but the
example does provoke thinking about what can be scriptural
and what is not scripturaL
I must go along with tne Herald of Truth,
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FROM THE HARVEST FIELD
Roy Burgess, Box 212, Zellwood, Florida,
Novemb er 30 : Two confessed sins · a nd were
'restored Sunda y. We have had r espons es
in most of our s ervices in the las t two
.months. "Worl< wh il e it is called d a y."

Howard A. Blnzer, Sr., Route 1, Flor ence,
Alabama, D ecember 3: W e have r ecently
mov e d here to labor with the Shiloh cong r egati o n. All our friend s Dl ease take note
of the c hange of address .
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G. L. 1\lnnn, Fay e tte, Alabama, December
1: Th e Lord's work here is in good shape
a nd growing. A man and his wife were
bapt iz ed last Sunday night.
Cleou Lyles, Lit tle Roc!<, Arkansas Dec emb er 1: F o ur were baptized and three placed
m e mb e r s hip the pas t two Sundays at the
Downtown church (Sixth at Izard). Contributions for Nov ember averaged $1,755.00
per Sunday.

Murrey w. Wils on, B entonville, Arkansas,
Wlllium Reeves, 2 Kee r Ave., Apt. 504,
Elbridge B. Linn, 1903 University Avenu e,
"December 1: A i:nan and his wife, formerly N ewark , New J e rsey, December 1: Brother Au sti n, T exas, December 7: Yes t erday two
Baptists, were obedient to th e go s p e l here Norman Gipson held a m eeting a t the new were baptized and four placed members hip
.SUnda y. This m a kes fou.r Baptists in five Ce ntral congregation in Newark November h e r e. In Nove mber, three placed m emberweeks who have t urn ed from th eir r eligious 22-27. One was restored. P lease send us s h ip, on e was r estored, and two w er e bape rror to th e truth of the Bible.
n a m es of contacts in thi s area.
tized a t University Avenue co ngregation.
Ben West, L a mp asas, Texas, Nove mb e r 26:
Spoke at Henderson. Glad to be Invited to
.s peak in l ec ture ships at Stephenville, Blan-co, Geo rgetown, places I once serv ed and
-other places. Young men led In a great
l)ray er service h e r e last night.
219 were
-present, 243 In Bible school and ov er 400 at
worsh ip.

Horace Teddlle, Box 152, Midlothian, T e xas: I have sold the Edition Bindery and I
am now free to go anywhere to conduct
m ee tings. Between m ee tings I will maint a in a small shop for r ebinding of Bibles
and Hymn Bool<s etc. If I can serve your
needs, please contact me at the above address.

James Mathews, Bartlesville , Okla homa:
Central Christian College's annual lectures
will b e held Ma rch 29 through April 1, acco rding - to L . R. Wilson, president.
The
theme of the entire program will be, "The
Pre - eminence of Christ in All Things."
Speakers and individual subjects will be
a nnounced soon. Plan now to ·attend.

' Gray, Gunnison, Colorado: W e have
Sylvan
just com·p le t e d a meeting from the 24th
'through the 29th of November with an average attendance of 30, one baptism and one
restora tion. Brother Duward L ee of Grand
.Junction did the preaching, asslsled by
Brothe r R eg inald B e avers of Delta, and
Brother K. A. Ston e of Montrose leading the
singing.
We are very much encouraged
Qver the interest shown during th e .meeti ng.

Claude B. Holco:mJb, 633 W. Co llin, Corsica na, T exas, D ecember 1 : Today we are beginning our fifth year of work with this
fine church which meets on Fifth Avenue
In Corsicana. This has been a most ple asant association with consecrated Christian
people, working together under the oversight of one of the finest eldershlps to be
found anywhere. We pray the Lord's continued blessings upon his church throughout the world.

Mrs. Ella Davis, Fairlie, T exas: If you
aid the church with donations, we would
appreciate any a mount. We are a few women and two m en . We have put in n ew
floors , roof, windows, doors, sheet rock and
n ew ce iling-. We owe four hundred dollars
on th e insid e · yet. The outside would cost
five hundre d a nd fifty dollars, which amount
we m a y have to l eave off for a while. We
would thank you for any donation to the
church of Christ.

Ira D. Brister, 234 S. Hampton Road, Dallas 8, Texas, Nov ember 30:
Yes terday I
~poke for the Mesquite, Texas , c hurch both
morning and night.
I preach ed for th e m
r e gularly some three or four y earH ago. It
was good to be with th e m again. Th ey n ow
have a new building and prosp ects a r e bri g ht
f or continued growth and deve l opment. The
Sunset church is growing. Som e twe nty a dditions in Nove mb er from all sources. Hom er P . Reeves is now in his seventh y ear
and th e congregation is in the best co ndi tion e v er. W e are still looking for a so ng
dir ec tor and assistant minister.

George S. Benson, Presid en t, H a rding College, Searcy, Arkansas, closed a mee ting
with the Central Church of Christ at Chickasha, Oklahoma, en Sunday night, Nov ember
15. The attendance was excellent. The int e r est was good. Four men were b aptized,
each th e ' head of a f a mily. One wo man was
r es tored. Central church h as a n excellent
e ld e r s hip. The congregation is at peace and
do ing_ an excellent work. Robert H awkins
is the h a rd-working mini s t er who is held
In high es t eem by th e church a nd by the
people of the town.

Dunvard Boggs, 7825 Hillard Drive, Dallas, Texas, D ecember 4: The Lord's church
h e r e at Pleasant Grove ·Is putting forth efforts to go forward with the Lord. Plans
are be ing m a d e for the year ahead. Prospects are bright. Truly the harvest is ready
in this area if we will only work we will
r eap man y so uls for him. We had two famili es t o unite with us by m embership and
two individu a ls to confess sins during November. We l ost two f a mili es so th e r e is
no change in our numb e r . Pray for us that
we may wor l~ that which is well - pleasing
to the Lord, a nd visit us when in this area.

John L. Norris, Box 302, Mathis, T exas:
We h a d o ur fir s t services in o u r n ew build ing November 22.
Brethre n from Lulin g ,
Los Fresno&, Mathis and perhaps other
p laces cam e to b e with us during the day.
Th e co ngr egations meeting at Argenta a nd
at Mathis helped us in a financ ial, way on
o ur building during its co~truction. · W e
now feel that the cau se of Ch rist is p er - ,
m a n en tly estab lished in Orange Grove, wh ich
is a town of m os tly Cath ol ic and Luth e r a n
b elief. F or over four year s we met in the
hi g h schol library, during which time we
car ri ed on a full program of wo rk.
We
b eg the prayers of the faithfu l as we co nt inue our efforts in t hi s area.

A. E. Wickluuu, .Roscoe, Ohio, December
3: Last L ord' s day we had two s plendid
audiences at th e East Main Street church
in this city. "Bombs- in the Camps of Russellites and J e h ovah 's Witnesses" a r e b e ing
sen t fa r and near. Th ese p eop l e ar!J worl<ing, and we must work .
This boo k Is
dread by thes e pe6il le as it contain s "bombs"
that exploded in their cam ps when I h ad
to meet some of th e ir stron g est men In publi c debates. Ten ce nts each or 12 or $1.00;
"Christ's Wi ll and Its Contestants" for 25
cents each or ch ea11er in lots.

J. David Tilylor, Box 232, Gould, Oklaho m a, N ovem be r 26: Gould Church Of Chri st
-enjoy ed a ser ies of fin e Bible lessons from
different preachers from Novemb er 12 to
15, on the i mpotant s ubject of "Cost o f Dis·cipleship." Our second year here is accom 'P iis hing mu c h good, we beli eve. Our m e n 's
training class, Monday nights, is making
f in e progress. We had two fine speech es this
W ednesd a y night by a high school boy of
t h e c lass and a f ine m a n who is doing a
f in e part in different ways of the work of
t he c hurch . Sineere Christ ian s , can but e nj oy
t h e ve ry f in e articles appeari ng in the
Firm Foundation recently.
E. Paul Mathews, 470 1 E. 58th Str eet, May wood, California : The church In Maywood is
makin g rapid progress. Fifteen h ave b een
baptized here since my las t r eport, (thirteen
of th em within the past six weeks ) . N ew
:attendance records a r e b e in g- m a d e repeat.edly, and ou r contributions h ave more than
quadrupled ove r the past tw o years. Our
a uditorium Is in the process of being e nlarge d, a nd we exp e ct to be meeting in it
by March 15, 1954. This Is o~e of the hardest
wo rkin g con g r eg at ions tha t It h a s been my
pleasure to serve; we enjoy peace and harmony, an d, a lmo s t to a member, everyone
has a mind to work. To God a nd ' th ese faithful brethr en go a ll the praise.
•

Joe L. Banks, 857 South High, Denv er ,
Colorado, November 24: After two and on e
h a lf years" work w ith the Loga n Street
chu r ch at 595 South Logan , h e r e in Denver,
I am to m ove to F ayetteville, Arkansas, on
Dece mber 7th to begin wo rk w ith the L or d's
1 c hu rch th e re. The work h ere has been pleas a nt a nd some progr ess has been made. In
r ecent w ee ks sever a l have been r es t or ed to
du ty, some placed membership a nd las t Sunday three mad e th e confes ~ ion a nd were
baptized. We are looking forward t o a good
work with the Fayetteville chureh.
Corr espo nde nts pl ease n ote c h ange of address.
Our n ew m a ilin g a ddr ess w ill be Box 84,
F aye tt ev ill e, Ark.

E . C. lUcKenzie, B ox 1164, Montgomery,
A labama, · Decembe r 3:
Within th e . past
thre e weeks the Cato m a Street co ngregation
nas lost two of its elders by death. Th ey
wer e br ethre n E l! y R. Barnes and R. L.
Doug·las. Both of these m en wer e godly In
the ir daily li v in g, humble in sp irit, rich
in faith , and fair and impartial in their
judgments an d d ec is ion s. They serve d the ir
co n gregation long and well. For u s to fill
the ir pl aces, as eld ers, will be n ext to impossible. Broth er Barn es was an educator
of r e n own for m ore than fifty years. Brother Douglas was a business ex ec utiv e and
h a d been associa ted with one company fort y -fo ur y ears, his entir e mature life. In
th e p ass in g of th ese two b elov ed brethr e n,
thi s co ngr eg a tion has been struck the most
s hoc king blow in its long, eventful history.
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B. E. Bawcom, 926 North "C" Street, ArEugene A. Pitts, 304 Mamie Stree t, Hat-~
kansas City, Kansas, November 21: Harmon tiesburg, Mississippi, December 1: One was
Black of Detroit closed a fine meeting here baptized last week. Last month we began
November 15 with two baptisms. Four other a daily radi o broadcast on station WFORconfessions of sin since the meeting ended. 1400 kilocycles.

Ben West, Lampasas, Texas, December 2:
The young men's training class, forty-two
in number, led the prayer .meeting last night
on the subject: "Salvation, Backsliding, Restoration." 242 were present.

. Truman E. Spring, Co rpu s Christi, Texas,
December 1: I am now back with my local
work after conducting a meeting in Hartford, Connecticut.
The meeting was well
attended; many contacts with outsiders were
made, and one lady (a former Catholic) was
baptiz ed.
When visiting Corpus Christi,
you are cordially invited to worship with
us at the Hillcr es t congregatio n.

Ross 0. Spears, Bolivar, Missouri, Novemb er 31: There were two restorations, one
from the. Christian Church, last Sunday and
one was baptized. The work her e is slowly increasing in interest and attendance. We
are anxious to receive any information regarding members who may be moving into
this section or anyone living here that we
may ne e d to contact.

Herbert L. Newman, 559 West Mariposa
Drive, San , Antonio, T exas, - December 7:
Eight placed membership with the West
Avenue chua-ch, Sunday. When in San Antonio, visit us at West Avenue and Sherwood Drive. The Highland and West Avenue
congregations are conducting a radio pro gram every Sunday morning on KMAC, &30
kc, from 8:15 to 8:30 .

Frank L. Smith, lOth and Bell, Shawnee,
Granville Jones, Box 364, Stinnett, Texas,
Clifton Rogers, 3325 Fifth Street, Port ArOklahoma, December 1: I enjoyed a good Dece mber 3:
Since writing to you last, thur, Texas: November 23: Our r ecent meetmeeting with the Pik e' s Peak church in th e re have been nine b a ptisms, nineteen Ing h e re at Proctor Street with A. C. Pullias
Colorado Springs the last part of Octob·er. r s torations and three to identify themselves doing the preaching was in many ways one
One W!LS baptized and one restored. G lenn with this congregation, making a total of of our best. There were ei ght baptisms, four
E. Green works with this good church. Our 31 added to the .•working forces here, for r es torations, and many indications of souls
meeting with Brother Eugene Brewer re- which we praise and thank God . We are stimulate<! to greater devotion in the Massulted in . two baptisms and three restora- planning to begin construction in the next ter's service. Brother Pullias did us real
tions. Brother Brewer did a fine work in two or three weeks, six new class rooms, good. My November meeting at Wellington,
l).is preaching.
Two have been baptized and to en large the auditorium. When driv - Kansas, was my seventh and final meeting
since the meeting.
Our Bible classes arE> ing through the high plains of Texas, wor - of the year. It was as enjoyable a nd chalat an all time high in attendance.
ship with us.
lenging as were the other six.
Edward J. C;raddock, 1714 Cass Street,
Nashville 8, T ennessee, December 2:
The
four-Sunday joint meeting by the churches
of Christ in Canton, Ohio, where Brother
Edward White and Broth.er James Eaton
labor, was exten d ed an extra week by special Interest.
There were seven teen baptisms and eight restorations. There were
several open sessions h e ld by the public
request and attended by more thafi 10fr at a
time. I am now in a good meeting with
the Southeast Church of Christ, Akron, Ohio,
with eighteen special confessions to date.
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Joe H. Morris, 2707 Ky. Ave., Paducah,
Kentucky, November 30th:
Large crowds,
good \..interest, one identified and one restored yesterday at Clements Street.
One
great feature of the work here is the teaching; program including a Monday through
Friday broadcast over Radio Station WPAD.
It Is w id ely heard and we have k·nowledge
of two recently being baptized as a result.
Th e three years with this great con&'regation have been almost phenomenal. Most
every phase> of the wor k has in creased 150
per cent.

Paul s. Gray, P. 0. Box 573, Bowie, Texa.s,
December 1: During November the attt~nd
ance at all services has been below normal.
We have lost several members recently by
their moving away.
Several others have
moved Into the community but most of
th em seemingly have no desire to become
identified with the church here. Even though
the contribution has been above normal the
past month conditions generally are discouraging.
One has been baptized since
the last report. We are now in the last half
of our second year in Texas.

Leon Sa,·age, San Ange lo, Texas, Decemb e r 2: I recently returned from Twin Falls,
Idaho, w·here I was in a very · inte resting
meeting with the chu r ch in that city. Brother BiJJy H . Patterson is the local evangelist.
One was baptized during the meeting. During my a ·b sence the congregation secured
Brother J. W. Roberts and Broth e r Otto
Foster to speak for them. Four were added by m e mb ership during that tim e. The
wQrk at Santa Rita is most pleasant. The
future look s bright. We would be happy
to have you visit with us when you are in
San Angelo.
Also, if you have a ny relatives in Goodfellow Field, we would be
happy to have information regarding them.

Otta Johnson, 720 W. Hull, Denison, Texas, December 2: We baptized two men here
las t Lord's day. One of them had, at one
time, stud ied to be a Methodist preacher.
There were two other baptisms and one restoration during the month of November. On
November 15, I began on my fif.th year's
work with the Armstrong Avenue congrega tion.
During the past four years, we
have h ad about 100 baptisms. Many others
have either placed membership or have been
re s tored.
Our attendance has grown to
where many additional chairs have to be
placed in the auditorium on Sunday mornings . May a ll of the praise be given to the
Lord.

.J. Loyd RJce, Box 421, Casa Grande, AriCharles E. Parker, 711 Blackworth, Mi ami, Oklahoma, Novemb er 30: One was added zona, November 30: For th e first time ia
to our forces by memb e rship during No - my life y es terday I saw a church of Christ
vember. Tqe gospel meeting at Leedey, Ok - program presented over Television. I just
lahoma, November 16-25, re s ulted in one tho ught what a long step from the days of
baptism. We hope other good was done. the apos tles until now. I just wonder what
Brother Bill DaVee is doing a good work the apostle Paul would have thought if he
there. They have splendid faciliti es a nd the had been given the opportunity to talk to
best location in the city. I am sure this thousands of people a t one time over TeleVIS IOn. Knowing his zeal for the Lord as
will continue to be a fine church.
we do it is not difficult to imagine. I can
R. 11. Bankes, Jr., 1331 East Eleventh, believe that he would have done all within
Shawnee, Oklahoma, Nov ember 23: Yester- his power to get on a T. V. program coverday brought to a c l ose a v ery successful ing the vast expanse of the Roman Empire.
gospel m ee ting a t lhe East Main church. It seems to be unanimously agreed amon.l:'
Brother Perry B. Cotham did the preach- those of us who saw the program yestering. Sev en were baptized, one placed m e m- day, November 29, that T. V. is far more
bership, s ix were res tored, and five o"f those effective than radio. We here at Casa Granrestored also placed membership. We set a d e b e lieve that the Herald of Truth pronew Bible School r ecord of two hundred gram presented over the Phoenix Station
and sixty - one, a n ew contribution record will aid our worlc here in this city. Thereof $350.65 and at th e final service of the fore we feel that we should do a little bit
me e ting we had the lar ges t audience ever financially, and much praying and talking
assembled. Overflowing crowds character- and working to help make It a success.
iz ed each service with a great number of Personally I feel It a privilege to join hands
non-members present. A special f eature of with my brethren around the world in a
the meeting was a daily radio program on great united effort to sound out th! ~113,(
tidings that Jesus saves.
KGFF.
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Stoy Pate, Memphis, T e nn essee, November
23: In the past seventy days we have baptized fifty -two , r esto r ed e ig ht, and we · have
had f orty to place membership. That makes
two hundred a nd thirty that h ave r espo nd ed
in the second year of our work in our n ew
building. Th e m ost of these have come as
a r es ult of personal work o r preaching
from "ho us e to h ouse."
"We t h an k God
and t ake courage."
Church of Christ for the Deaf, 1500 New ton, Street, Austin, Texas, November 23 : We
·have just c lo.se d a 10-day- m ee tin g with
one b ap.tis m. B r oth er Gordo n Crocker f r o m
Amarillo, Texas, did the preaching in the
sign la ngua ge, and Brother Don Stone interpreted f or the h earing.
As far as is
known to u s this is the 'first gospel meeting
con du cted in t his ma-nner a nd indeed was
a fine m eet in g . Brother Cro c k er brought
plain a nd f orcef ul ser m on s each night and
inany of the deaf h eard the gospe l of Chri st
fo r th ei r first tim e. We hav e g r eat hopes
th'rou gh this zealous preaching. Th ere will
be mor e confessi ons of our Lord and Christ
in th e near future. All peop le that attended
these services were in spi r ed to a greater
wo rk of love.-C. J. HARCROW, SR.
Paul McClung, 1703 Speedway, Wichita
Falls, T llxas: During the last fi ve weeks
f ifty -n in e h ave r esponded to t h e in vitatio n
at lOth a nd Broad. Th irty -five h ave been
baptized, s ixt een r estored, and eig ht placed
memb e r sh ip. Sixteen of t h e bapt isms were
during our r ece n t meeting w ith Raymond
Kelcy doing the preach in g . Fourtee1 of
these baptized a r e men stationed at Shep pard Air Force Base, and all of the others
are mature p eop le with the exception of two
or three young people. While ·at this writing I do not know the religious background
of a ll who were baptized, two had been
Catholic, three Luth e1·an, four Methodist, six
Baptist, two m embers of the Christ ian
Church, ' a n d one or two members of tho
Holiness Church. The church here has def '
initely taken on new lif e and we b eli eve
the futur e is very br ight. My r ecent meet ing at Tulia, Texas, result ed in t h ree baptisms . Broth er Wilburn De nni s is doing a
good work there.
. L nYtou L . H,.n, 821 So. 20•th Street, Mt.
V erno n, Illinois, December 2:
Th ere have
been three baptized and one restored at the
Cherry Street Church of Chr is t in Mt. V e rn on the past two weeks.
(The Christian
Church in this town - goes by the nam e
Church of Ch r ist.) We are having our lit tle building about full again _at both services on Lord's days now after eleven fam ili es moved away list spring·. Our mid - week
Bible st udy attendance varies f r om about
sixty to nin ety - e ight. Our m embership is
about one hundred. Our radio program over
WMIX, Mt. V ernon , is getting a good reception among the sick and non - church go Ing· p eop l e at 1105 A.M. each Sunday. Our
bui ldi ng is loc ated at 2416 W. Cherry Street.
When pass in g this way, worship with u s . If
you have friends or relatives in o r near Mt.
Vernon, who do not attend worship, please
se nd me their n a m es and addresses that I
may con tact them.

LISTEN

HERALD OF TRUTH
.-!BC

~etwork

1:00 P.M., Sun.

Sermon: Dec. 20, "The Bible
and The Spade."

Tuesday, December 15, 1953

FOUNDATION

~lux T. Neel, 5651 McCorm ick, Houston 23,
T exas, December 2: Last Sunday brought
three more added to our nu m ber here at
Lawndale. One asked for the prayers of
the church. The Wednesday night befo r e,
on·e was restored a n d p lace d m embership,
a nd a ft er the Ladies Class th is week, a· lady
who became dissatisf ied with h er baptt"sm
was baptized. We praise Jehovah for hi s
goodness.

Ralplt R. Gh>ens, 555-12th Stree t, Yuma,
Arizona, December 2 : D uring November six
were baptiz ed, and four r esto red.

LeR oy W . Thompson, 1720 Brown Street,
Bak ersf ie ld, Ca liforn ia , November 31: Our
work h ere w ith Eas t Baker~field church is
very pleasant in deed . We h ave been her e
almost five years a nd the church has grown
steadily a ll a lon g . Th ro ugh November th ere
have been eleve n bapt isms, two r es torations
C. E. McGa ugh ey, 1318 N. E. 38th Street, a nd three id e ntifications. Wo uld lil< e to ar Oklahoma City, Ok laho m a , December 4: .Th e rang e thr ee or fo ur meetings during this
m ee ting at Spr in g· and Blaine in St. Louis coming summer.
resulted in fou r baptisms, fourteen r estora J. Loyd Rice, Box 421, Casa G r ande, Aritions and four to place members hip . At
Commerce Strtet in Ga inesv ill e, Texas, 12 zona, November 30: We always face danwer'e b aptized, eleven resto r ed, and two gers of digress ion in our efforts to make
placed m embership. At present I am in an p rogr ess. We cannot be too careful to l'eep
e n co uraging meet in g w ith North Bo ul evard out huJllan creeds, dogmas, and id eas in the
cb urc h, Murfr ees boro, T en n essee.
My last fundament a ls of our teac hin gs. All I l{n ow
m eet ing of the year will be at Mountain is what th e brethren report, and from reHome, Arkansas.
ports th e r e are those amo n g us who are
' drifting away f r om ·the old paths.
They
Chester L. Hewitt, P. 0. Box 182, Ritz - must be m a rked plainly, . and straightened
vill e , Wash in gton: Havi n g ju st rec ently out, or withdrawn rrom. On the other h and
mov ed her e to try to es tablish a New T es - there are those amo n g us who are draggl!ag
tament chur.ch in th is county seat town we their feet. They remind m e of the I s r ael are a nxious to locate any m embers who ites a t the Red Sea, t.h ey are afraid to go
may be liv in g in or n ear R itzville, or any - forward, for fear they might be dro wned
one we may call on. If you know of any- in the sea. They a r e so afraid of digresone we may co ntact, please write u s . So sion that th ey oppose ever yth in g that tends
fa r we h ave on ly contacted two members. toward progress . I hear of some who op Ritzville is a town of a bout 2500 popula tion. pose ou r colleges, our orphan hom es, and
It is th e county seat of Adams Co un ty , a nd o ur coo p erat iv e r ad io, and now T . ·V. prois l ocated on two mai n highways in a ri ch gi:ams. There Is a great door opened to us
fa rming co untry. The n earest congr egat ion now to preach the gospe l by T. V., and I
is at Moses Lake, Washingto n, forty -five hear that so m e of our g·ood preachers want
m il es away. As we are starting without to close that door.
In our co ntentions
members to help who li ve h e r e, and with against each other I fear we forget our
very littl e f inanc ia l s upport, we will greatly great pu r pose.
T'here is so much to do,
apprec iate an interest in the prayers of all and so littl e time, that we need to throw
Christians and any other support anyone. our whole weigh t in to the united effort to
car es to give. I am u nder the e ld ersh ip of e ncircle the globe with the word of truth.
he co ngregation meeting at ,Cascade and Li sten to the vmce of God from out the
Lew is Streets, Wenatchee, Washington .
long ago, say in g : "Speak to the Children ot
Israe l that they go forwa rd ."
'I'RACTS 'v AN'l'ED-Coun tless thovsand s
of goo d ·tracts could and s h ould be passe d
If yo u have any good
o u t in thi s area.
ones lyiJ1 g arol!lncl idle, or if you hav e type
A GREAT HELP to parents, Sunday
already set up for printin g tracts, please
school teachers, children's work·
send them to m e right awa.y.
About a
e rs! A book that will be e njoyed
month ago I decided I just had to have
by children of every age! For
some good tracts . I tried to think of . the
l.msiest church and preaciler in the brother every library - home, school or
hood, for I figured I cou ld most likely get
tracts from them . So I wrote Norvel Young
who doesn't know me and imm ed iately· got
L,OOO very neat and g(lod tracts.
Brother
Young a lso sent me some copies of the
Tw e nti eth Century Christian.
This little
book is a very scho la rly work a nd about as
n eat as I have seen. If you know of a real
busy church, l et me know and I will w ri te
th em for some mor e tracts.-JESSE LEWIS,
H~mmond, Indiana, 6243 Delaware.
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Earl K. Anthony, 4501 Richmond Avenue,
Wayne Hurgrove, HQuston 21, Texas, De' Austin, Texas, November 30: Fifteen placed cember 2 : One was baptized and one placed
memb ership includin g two to be restored membership h e r e at MacGregor Park last
and place m embe r s hip at L eand e r Novem- Sunday, making sixty additions (including
ber 29th. I am planning to hold meetings thirteen baptisms) in th e last fifty-six days.
a .ll of next summer. I still have openings Our 1954 budget has b ee n set at $1057 per
in my sch edul e for those wishing to engage week. Our m e mbership is now 371. Elev e n
me.
new d eacons recently have been appointed.
0. H. Tabor, 1506-2 4 Place, Lubbock, Texas :· The Lubbock B ible School that began
Septemb&r 28, came to a close last Monday
evenin g, November 30, with the best atten d ance on record. Classes were well attended throughout the sc h ool, an<;l many
people came from distant places.
Over
thi-rty congregations were rep res en ted in the
school. Fo urteen t each ers t ook part i n the
sch oo l this year.
Brother Mont vVhitson,
Director of th e 't exas Tech . Bible Chair,
under whose direction the school was co nducted, is to be commended for his fine
work in arranging such a course of study.
The people of Lubbock and vicinity are
.Joo ldn g forward to 1954, when the L u bbock
Bible School will open again. 'iVe are looking forward to even a b ette r sch ool in 1954.
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Gospel Truth in a N u tshell

by
Homer Putnam Reeves
FIFTY VITAL LESSONS
Concise-Convincing

These have been bound into a
handsome volume of 176 p'1ges. The
type is large and clear. Cloth or paper binding. You will want a copy
of this w.ork for permanent reference; additional copies for your
friends. A wonderful gift.

$2.00 per copy (cloth)
$1.50 per copy (paper)
, Order Today From

HOMER PUTNAM REEVES
2442 W. Jefferson Blvd.
Dallas 11, Texas
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T oday the harvest is white and the gleaners are few. Macedonian calls are corning
thick and fast. Many are answering these
calls and the churches of our Lord are
marching on. Denominationalism Is surely
lo s ing its grip on mankind.
It is either
modernism or Christianity. It is either infidelity or djvinity. No rruddle ground to
stand on.
Let the gospel message of our
Lord rin g arqund the globe. Only th e Lord
Jesus Christ can bring u s out of chaos and
p lant o ur feet upon solid ground. Th e testimony of the t wo witnesses cannot be impeached. The tirade and criticisms of the
word of the Lord labor in vain. Might as
well tl'y to destroy the Father, the Son on
his right hand . and' the Holy Spirit who inspired the writers of the Old and New Testament as to try to destroy the Scriptures
which have been preserved and kept until
now in spite of all the opposition hurled
at the word of the Lord.

·L. L. Gie ger, Tyl er , Texas, December 5:
The c hurc h es in T yler began a tel evis ion
program over the · local stat ion, KETX-TV,
channel 19, on Sunday afternoo n, December
13. The present time is 4:45 to 5:00 in the
afternoon . 'Thi s station cove-rs the ce ntral
$ection of East Texas and is to have a con nection with the cable at a later date a nd
be an NBC outl et. All the ' work h ere seems
to be progress in g . About one -third of the
members of the West Erw in co ngr egatio n
started a new wor l< in the South section of
the city two and a half years ago and our
building is again filled and with chairs in
the a is les each Lord 's day for worshi-p .
Robert Gordon Clement, 701 North Fourth
God is good to u s and we want hil'n to h ave Street, :Marlow, Oklahoma, December 1: Th e
the praise for the development that i s evi - Lord continues to bless our e fforts.
Th e
denced.
l church
was greatly strengthened by th e
truth proclaimed by C. Dale Brooks of Sun• 0. c. Hartsell, 612 Elm Street, Minden, s e t Ridge in San Antonio, Texas, during the
Loui siana, December 3: Recentl.y th e church- meeting November 15-25. At the request of
es of Christ in radius of 40 mil es of Min- the b ishops, h e preached on Christian living
den gathered up mor e than $1,000 worth of for th~ morning services a nd upon th e
used clothing to be se nt a long with the uniqueness of the church of the New Testaclothing collected by the :Minden church to ment in the present denominational world,
one of the churches of Christ in Korea. Th e stressing the demands thi s made up m e mclothing is on the way and should r each b ers of the chu r c h to mainta in its unique
t h ese brethren by Christmas. This is Chris- position. The sinners were in struct ed and
tianity in action.
I see in the n iligious the church edified. You would do w e ll to
papers much of this being· done by the secure his services in a similar series of
churches of Christ everywhere.
On the l esso ns. Before the meeting, thre e consecu4th Lord's Day night Dixie Inn church of tiv e Sunday morning lessons were given to
Christ closed a series of gospel m ·eetings in a discussion of · our privilege of stewardship.
which br e thre n Elm e r Gobels, Otis ' Rowe, We are e ncourag ed that during the month
Ad1·ain DeLukie and my se lf did the preach- three we're baptized into Christ, two erring
ing. Last night Broth e r DeLukie and th e members r estonid to usefulness , and that
congregation of Ev ergr een m e t with · us in the contribution averaged an increase of
a song se rvic e . Also, · Brother Gobels and 26% over previous months . Worship with
the Dixie Inn church cam e to enjoy bh e u s when in south central Oklahoma.
service with us. The elders with the congregation here plan a series of gospel m ee tRobert R. Price, 336-30th Street, Richings soon. We still owe quite a bit on our, mond, California, · December 5: It has been
preacher's hom e. Th e r e is a lot we need to some time since we made a report of our
do, plenty to keep u s busy till our spirits work to the pap e rs, but we have . not peen
go back to God who gave them.
Y es, in idl e . On October 4th of this year I closed
the kingdom there is no place for idlers. twelve ye!Lrs and nine months work with the
congregation located at 309-36th Street in
this city. Over two thousand persons reBROOKLYN, NEW YORK
spo nded to the invitation since we cam e
h ere to work this c0ngregation. We have
CHURCH OF' CHRIST
a lways considered this to be one of the
800 S. }lnrks A. venue
best churches on the West Coast.
They
Brooklyn 13, l\l'w \'ork
now hav e four buildings on one of the leadWU.LIAM "'· F'R l'ER-E,..nnceilat
Ing streets of the city. A Bible School buildHO(;ER ~'. HAWLEl'-Evangellat
ing, janitor's home, an aut!litorium which will
~nnday-10:00 A.,U, nnd 11:00 P.JI .
seat a thou sa nd people, and a .nice well fur\\'ednpsday-7:30 P::u.
ni s h e d apartment for the preacher. Brother
Phone: PResident 4-4':'311
Loyd C. Moyer is now preaching for this
congregat ion . Brother :Moyer came here from
Ran Leand ro where he did an outstanding
wor k for the <!'au se . . He sho uld do as w ell
here if not bett er . Another congregation
has been established in the city at 1430
Nevin Avenue; I shall preach for and work
from
with this n ew congregation. W e have our
home h ere which is located at 336-30th
Street, Richmon d, Cal ifornia.
Our friends
WRITE FOR
and correspondents s hould not e th is change
Information
of ou r address from 309-36th Street to the

CHURCH

PEWS
S-K!

new address given above.

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.
JACKSONVIllE, TEXAS

'VAl.LACE-HUNT DEBATE
On Instrnnteut:al ~lusfc

Cloth $2.71i
Order FrontTELEGRAM DOOK CO.
Dux :-tD
Long,·tew, Wnf!ib.
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ScJLSBERY-A. L. Solsbery, 73, a r es ld·ent
of Lynn county~since 1906, died at 1:40 p. m.
Sunday, September 6.
Alonzo L. (Lonni e ) Solsbery was born at
Round Rock , Williamson county, on October 10, 1879. In early childhood, he moved
to San Saba. He was marri ed· to Miss Etta
Samford on September 27, 1906, and two days
later they arrived in Lynn county to make
th e ir hom e. His first wife is deceased. H e
was married to Mrs. Dora L ee Murrah August 5, 1945.
Mr. Solsbery became a m ember of the
Cl~urch of Christ in young m anhood, and remained faithful until d eath.
He Is survived by his wife, three sons and
six d aughters; four brothers, six s iste rs, one
etep-son, three step-daughters, and twentyfive grandchildr en.
Funeral services were held at 2 p.m. Monday at the Tahoka Ch urch of Christ, with
Minister Doyle Kelcy officiating.
Burial
followed in Tahoka Cemetery und er direc tion of Stanl ey -Jon es Fun e ral Home.
Two sisters, Mrs. Nennie Burnett and Mrs.
Jack Cavanaugh and her husband, all of Ballinger, attende(l. the funeral se·r vlces.

McDONALD-Hattie Belle Rainwater
Donald was born February 15, 18 84, in central T exas and grew to womanhood in that
s tate. She obeyed h e r Lord early in life and
became a member of his church; and to
that calling was faithful until the end of
the way. H e r passing came late In the evening of Septemb e r 2, 1953 in the hospital at
Fayette, Ala.
On Dec. 31, 1902, she became the wife of
Hal P. McDonald. After ten or twelve years
of both t each ing and attending schools in
th e ir native state of Texas, th ey came to
Henderson, T e nn., and spent some two or
thr ee years in Free d-Hard e man College under the presidency of A. G. Freed. In the
su mme r of 1916, they moved to Alabama,
and Brother McDonald became the president
of Alabama Christian College at Berry, Ala.
The writer of this notice became a s tudent in that College in 1919 and was there
throug h 1921. Sister McDonald was a teacher in some of my classes. We were closely
associated toge ther as teacher and student;
and there fri e ndship was formed that only
d ea th could sever.
After I was married she and my wife
soon became the very closest of friends.
She visited often in our home and there
th ey spent many happy hours toge ther. Our
children grew up to know and lov e- her as
o n e of th e purest and sweetest of a ll the
earth.
No fin e r character ever liv ed upon this
e a rth. Her passing will leave h e r husband
v e ry lonely;. The church has lost a faithful
m e mber and her community one of its very
fin est citiz e ns. Yes, we sorrow, but not as
those who have no hope. For r eally
,;There is no death we fall asleep,
To waken where we n ever ·weep.
We close our eyes to grief and pain
Our breath ebbs out whlle life flows in."
The funeral was conducted by Brother Tim
·walk e r of Dallas, T exas, on Friday, September 5, and he'r body was placed in th e
cemetery at Pine Tr ee, near Longview, Texas, by the side of her father and mother.
A. M. PLY.LER
Jasper, Ala.

Cltnrles lU. Adams, 1010 NW 97th, OklahoP. I.. 1\lnnning, P. 0. Box 1423, Salisbury,
rna City 14, Oklahoma, December 2:
The North Carolina, December 3: Paul T. Dumm
cause of Christ continues to grow in every of Charleston, South Carolina, recently
good way here. S even h ave been added to c losed a good meeting here at Salisbury.
this congregation durin g the month of No- Outside inter es t was at its best: Favorable
vember.
I hav e time. for one meeting In weather conditions p-revailed throughout the
1954, preferably in Missouri.
e ntire period. One lady was baptized. Brothe r Dumm has done an excellent worlr in
Homer .A. Utley, 901 Madison Avenue, Red- Charl eston and has a fine group with which
wood City, California, Novemb e r 23:
The to wo rk.
wo rk here in Redwood City is going forward in a fine way. Interest in the Lord's
Robert G. Cuok, Springhill, Louisiana: It
work is grow in g and the attendance Is was my pr ivil ege to work with Brother Hargradually increasing at all services. Three o ld V . Trimble in a meeting here with the
were a dd ed by primary obedience yesterday. c hurc h in Springhill beginning September
We are en j oying our work with this good 27th and continuing through October ~.
ch urc h.
Brother Trimble is a good gospe l preacher.
He d elivers his message in a plain construcc. Edwin Bills, Sr., Box 178, Freer , Texas, tive m anner, teachin gthe doctrine of Christ
November 27: ,Our fall meeting with Brother as it is revealed in the !lible. It tal{es eter R. D. Simmons of Corpus Christi preaching nity to reveal the good that is accomp lished
closed Friday night, October 30'. Interest by this type of teaching.
He is doing a
was high a nd a number of outsiders came good work wherever h e goes.
My l;lome
to h eftr the truth , with so me _ returning. state is T exas, where I was born and reared
There were ten responses to the invitation: and I thought it was the only state where
two placed m embership, two m embers made you co uld find nothing to comp la in of. Th en
confession of sin, tl1ree were restored to one day, say July 27, 195(}, I moved to Hope,
duty afte r some years of neglect, an d three Ark., Into a state that I had never heard
were baptized. We have high hopes that much good spoken of, but to my surprise I
others will obey the truth In the near fu- found so m any beautiful drives in the hills
ture. Brother Simmo n s declared the truth of Arkansas that I began to feel that I
plainly and forcibly, and his preaching will would like to live ther e - for a long time.
continue to do us good for days to come. But as the preacher's fever is to move if
The writer directed the singing for the and when he thinks best, on July 31, 1953,
m ee ting. I am to hold a meeting with the I C;;Jcme to Springhill, Louisiana. Of course,
church at Hebronville, T exas, beginning No- I had heard many rumors about the swamps
vember 30 to las t through December 6. of Louisiana, but I must confess that in the
May we all work while It is yet day.
past three months I have witnessed some
of the most beautiful sights along the highF. B. Shepherd, 1932 Keosumoku, T . H. ways around Springhill that It lias been my
D ecemb e r 1: Our work with the Mainland- lot to view thus far. If California, Florida,
e r s is showing more growth at the present Oregon; or any other state can show us more
than that with the "Local" people. Many different colors of leaves at one time than
more difficulties are met in combatting the numb er I saw last week here in the
Buddhism and Shintoism among the Chinese woods along our highways, they should tell
and Japan ese.
We h ave some very fine it to someone who could make people be"Local" pe<;>ple.
Filipinos, Koreans, Jap- lieve it ..
anese, Chinese, Portuguese. A most wond erful spirit pertains among these various
nationaliti es . Last Sunday we baptized a
young matron and a young service man.
Th ese baptisms mean a lot because they
bring about two fully Christian families.
We have an exceedingly fine group of
Chri stians who are not in regular attendance. Very few we know to be Christians
who are not in regular attendance . Friends
a nd parents having l oved ones here in the
s e rvice send us their names and addr esses.
But co o perate w i th us in urging their att e nda nc e at worship.
Have them contact
u;; imm edia tely upon arrival.
Phones a r e:
M eetin g House, 1732 Ke eaumoku, 67952. Pers onal phon es: 9990'99 and 468102.
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Bible Classes, 10:00 A.M.
Worship, 11:00 A.M. and 2:00P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:'30 P.M.
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Chester Estes; Sheffield, Alabama, De- ~Q>~<Q>~~~~vy
cember 7: Brothe r Ira A. Douthitt, Chattanooga, Tenness ee, closed a good meeting recently with th e Highla nd Park Church.
There was one baptism and one r estoration.
We had splendid crowds, good cooperation
l)n the part of other congregations. We
P. D. Wilmeth
were not able to seat the people the night
GLIMPSES OF A SACRED LAND. By Carl
Brother Douthitt spoke on "Things ·tn and
F. H. Henry. W. A. Wilde Co.
Boston,
around J erusalem.
Mass. 1953. Pages 240. $3.50.

~ Book Review ~
~.q..q..q.

Prewitte Copeland, Georgia Christian Institute, Valdosta, Georgia, . December 4 :
Students, patrons, and fri ends of the Georgia Christian Institute enjoyed a heart
war rn 1 n g
Thanksgiving
program
on
Thanksgiving Day. Several very able speakers gave some Inspiring talks on Thursday,
November 26th. The theme of the program
was "Let Us Giv e Thanks." A basket dinn
i
was spread in the partially finished gy.:~
nasium with some two or three hundred
peop l e present. This was one of the largest
crowds . ever present at any Thanksgiving
program of the sc hool. Ball games we
engaged In In the afternoon and the d:;
closed with the chorus singing b etween
two l ectures , one by Brother Richard
Blackman of Valdosta a nd another by Bro th er Bennett Land of Tallahassee, Florida.
Th ese l ectures were held in the n ew church
house just completed which Is located a c ross the road from the school building.
The following d ay, November 27th, featured
l ectures by Georgia Christian Institute students and open house to friends closing an
enlightening address from Brother E. H.
!jams of Memphis, Tennessee, explaining
about the active Living Endowment Program now und erway and the purposes and
id eals of th e school. Brother E. H. !jams,
the former president of the school now
serves on the Board of Trustees.

Churches Desiring
an Economy
Seating Line
t um to

MID-CONTINENT CHURCH
FURNITURE CO.
Box M8

Write today

Jacksonville, Texas

Just Off The Press
SERMON OUTLINES
BY

J. C. CHOATE
One Hundred Outlines
Cloth Bound
$1.25 Per Copy

ORDER FROM:

J. C. CHOATE
Route 3
Corinth, Miss.

,.q,.q.~

A stirring volume on the Holy Land. The
writ in g is graphic, augmented by actual
sight of the one writing the volume. It is a
valuable contrmutlon to one's library on the
Land of Palestine. There are also chapters on England, France, It"aly and countries adjacent to the Holy Land. The author attempts to gtve some prophetic insight to what is going on in the world. The
r~ader may not agree with these concluswns, but whether one does or not, does
not detract from . the view . given of the
problems besetting these lands-economically, politically, sociologically and spiritually.
Th e ~ddress at the close of the book on
PAULS SPEECH ON MAR'S HILL is well
worth the price of the book.

Fifteen.

Here is the 80th volume on the International Bible Lessons for 1954 by a r ipe Bible schola r.
This volume is complete ith.
every detail containing colored maps, fullpage reproductions of paintings, a bibliography, a comprehensive index, and this
year a listing of Audio-Visual Aids which
cain be used with the lesson in hand. Fri en d s
of ours may order their copies of these and
other boos from the Firm Foundation Pub-lishing Company, Austin 77, Texas.
THE LIFE OF MRS. E . G. WHITE. ByD . M. Canright. Published by B. C. Goodpasture, 932 Caldwell Lane, Nashville 4, .,
T e nn . 1953. Pages 291. $3.00.
The author· of Seventh Day Adventism
Renounced, has given us a companion vol -

ume on the life of the founder of Seventh
Day Adventism. This is a reprint which
was first published back in 1919. This is a
"must" for those who are confronted with
this erro r. No preacher or Bible student
should be without it. Brotner Goodpasture-·
has rend e red the brother hod an invaluable .
contribution in bringing this from the press
again .
Our friends may order from the
Firm Foundatloll: Publishing House, Box 77 •.
PELOUBET'S SELECT NOTES. By Wilbur Austin, Texas.
M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, Mass.
--- ----0-------1953. Pages ·439. ~2.75.
COLORED PREACHER DECIDES TO GIVE;
UP

Box 133,
Rayville,
·Louisiana, December 7: Since last report
four haye been baptized and s ixteen re stored here in Rayville.
Wendell

Winkler,

I

O. Q. Lambert, 1309 9th Ave. S. E., Decatur, Alabama: Ten speakers from nearby
congregations participated In a fine meeting on Somerville Road. Fellowship was
wonderfuL Crowds · were fine and there
were two baptisms and one restoration.
This was our first me_eting s in ce enteri ng
our new building.
W. Wallace Layton, Box 10086, Hou sto n
18, Texas; The m ee ting in Altus, Oklahoma,
c losed November 29th with five baptisms
and thr ee restorations. Attendance was ex cellent averaging around 1000 each night.
This was like a homecoming to me having
worked with _this congrega~ion from 1944 to
1947 and have been r e turning most every
year since, e ith er there or in adjacen t com munities for meetings. Brother Boyett has
been with them over three years and has
done an excellent work. He has mov ed to
Pecos, T exas, l eaving Altus in need of a
preacher. Worl' here at home at the Garden
Oaks congregation goes forward. We hav e
f inis h ed a new $·60,0'00.00 auditorium and
h ave appointed e lders and deacons rec en tly.
We have had 96 additions h ere in the last
twelve months. 20 of these were baptisms.

GOVERNI\IENT

JOB

TO

GIVE

FULL-

'riME TO THE GOSPEL
Doyle Banta

Berry Minor who is presently preachingfor the Church of Christ in Helena, Ark .•
and County Agricul tural Agent with theExtension Service, U. S. D ept. of Agrlcul-·
ture has · d ecid ed to give up that p0sition
which h e has held for ten years In order·
to give h is fuU time to the preaching oF
th e gospel.
Brother Minor is a graduateof Cotton Plant, Arkansas, . High School ~.
Mary Allen Co ll ege, Crockett, Texas; re-ceived his B.S. degree from Tuskegee Ins titute, Tu s keg ee, Alabama. He is former-Principal of Gordo High School, Gordo, Alabama , and faculty member of Tu skegee Institute. He has been preaching part time·
for the church in Helena w hile performing
his duti es· as Extension Agent.
BrotherMinor is married to a fine wife and they
h ave two c hildre n. He is thirty-six years
of age. His wife is a graduate of Philander Smith College, Little Rock, Akansas, and
is t eaching in the Helena school system. He
d es ies full time work with some congregation in need of a preacher. They are willing· to sacrifice their jobs in order to be of
greater service to the Lord . Brother Minorh as mu ch a bility, Is c lean in life, loyal · to
the

Truth

and a

good p ersonal

worker

as

weli as pulpit speake r. He can be reached
a t his home at 1140 College Street, Helena,,
Arkansas .
I have worked with Brother
l\Iino r for more than three years. He hasr~~~- 0-0_J_CI-.ci-CJ~-CI_P,<
done much for the colored people of this
0
The colored church in H e lena is
TEXAS
- area.
·small and unable to support a man full
NORMAL SINGING SCHOOL
Sabinal, Texas
~~ tim e. Since he has his home h ere, it would
be fin e if some church could support himTraining so ng l eaders for
full time and let him stay right in this
the churches of Christ
county. He is willing to do it. This would
NINTH ANNUAL SESSION
•
be a logical place since he has lived here
seye ral years and has the respect of th eand
o
Instruction $65.00
~ colored and white population. There are
thousands of colored people in this countySpecial arrangements for families
More information on reQuest
j with only one small church. Why doesn't
EDGAR FURR, 1\lanager
= .some good church support him here In thig,
mission field? If in need of a good man.
Winter Office
then contact him. If you desire oth er in417 W. Dl:uunit
Crystal City, Te";'s
• , formation, then contact me.
~0-D_D_Q_Q_D_~-~ .Bol< 205, .~West. Hele~a, Arkansa:;~.
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Announcing
35th .Annual

.ABILENE CHRISTIAN BIBLE LECTURESHIP
February 11-15, 1954
Abilene, Texas
Theme: "OVERCOMING DANGEROUS TENDENCIES"
Approach: Positive discussions of vital issues facing the church today.
THEME TOPICS
"Overcoming Modernism" ....................................................................... Jack Lewis, Covington, Ky.
"Overcoming Eldership Problems" .................. :...................................... Dr. John G. Young, Dallas
.
"Overcoming Dangers in The Work of an Evangelist" ...................... Glenn L. Wallace, Abilene

.

"Overcoming Professionalism in the Ministry" .................................... Paul Southern, Abilene
"Overcoming Worldliness" ....................................................................... Ira North, Nashville, Tenn.
"Overcoming Denominational Tendencies" .................................... :....... H. A.

Di~on,

Henderson, Tenn.

"Overcoming the Tendency to Phariseeism" ............................... ~ ......... J.P. Crenshaw, Plainview
"Overcoming Problems in Worship" ...................................................... Frank Pack, Abilene
'SPECIAL LECTURES
"Ways and Means of Doing Mission Work" ..................................... :.... John H. Banister, Dallas
"Caring for Widows and Orphans" ......................................................... George H. Stephenson, Memphis, Tenn.
OTHER FEATURES

* Four Panel Discussions

*

*
*
*

Approximately 30 Classes Daily

* Choruses and Secular Programs

Pre!lchers-Elders Dinner
Mission Field Reports
Special Exhibits

*

Three Auditoriums for Simultaneous Evening Lectures

*

No Conflict Between Panel Discussions and Classes

Abilene Christian College regrets it cannot provide guest accommodations for all of
its visitors. However, we shall be happy to make reservations for you. Address your requests to J. D. Thomas, Lectureship Director, ACC Station, Abilene, Texas.

.ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Emphasizing Christian Living

Abilene, Texas

1884

• Austin, Texas, Tuesday, December 22, 1953

Vol. 70, No. 51

$3.00 Per Year in Advance

National Weekly, ·world - Wide in Mission , Definite in Policy- the Defense of th e Ancient Gospel Delivered to the Saints. Under Present
Managem ent for last 43 Years. "T.Jle Firm Foundation of God Standeth, having this seal: "The L ord Knoweth them that are his" (2 Tim. !:lt)

W~. ~1.
The Laodicean Church
The Lord said to this church, "Behold I stand at the door
and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me"
(Rev. 3:20).
An ingeniou s artist painted a picture of this scene. The
door was closed tightly. The hinges were rusty. Poison ivy
was growing over the door. Christ ' was represented .as standing
before the door, knocking with his right hand and holding a
candle in his lejt hand.
Maybe the name "Church of Ghrist" was written on the
house of assembly at Laodicea. But ·Christ was on the outside.
Of course the house is not the church, but the house is where
the church meets. And when the church meets, if
Christ is left out the service is worthless. Christ 1 is
the church to the extent that he is in the members.
Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I but Christ liveth in me" (Gal. 2:20). A church may be
called the church of Christ, but if Christ is not in the members, it is not the church of Christ. -Any church that crowds
Christ out is not the chUTch of Christ. The Lord does not· dwell ·
in a church that is composed of ungodly members, who are
trying to worship with innovations.
/
Jesus stands at the door and knocks. He does not tear the
door down to get in. If men hear his voice, and open the do01·,
he will come in. He does not open the door himself. Many people let him knock in vain. If the devjl knocks, they open the
door and let him in.
The church of Laodicea was lukewarm. It was not hot and
it was not cold. And because it was lukewarm the Lo1·d said
he would spue it out of his mouth. Lukewarmness is a mixture
of religion and worldliness. It is a comfortable condition for
those who live after the flesh. People like a lukewarm climate,
~=' one that never gets too hot and never gets too cold. The church
at Laodicea had that kind of a climate. Zeal never did run
high. If they happened to get a preacher to hold their meeting, who warmed things up, they did not invite him back
for the next meeting. And when he was gone, they opened up
the church to ·more worldliness, so it would cool off. Hot sermons would make them uncomfortable; they wanted lukewarm
sermons. A sound gospel preacher did not have a hearty welcome
at Laodicea.
Laodicea's . Defects
No congregation is perfect, but Laodicea thought it was.
It said it had need of nothing. That is a bad state of mind for

professed Christians to get into. That notion marks the end of
progress. When a man thinks he is as good as he needs to be,
he will not try to be any better. This church said it was rich,
and increased with goods, and had need of nothing. But at the

DAVIS

same time the Lord said it was wretched, miserable, poor, blind,
and naked, but did not know it. Where man sees virtues, the .
Lord sees defects. Laodicea was a commercial emporium, and
the church caught the spirit of the community. The world is
a spiritual refrigerator, but the church has to live in it and
stay hot. Instead of the world wielding an influence over the
church, the church must wield an infl~ence over the world.
The Lord's counsel to these lukewarm church members was,
"Buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou ·mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes
with eye salve, that thou mayest see" (Rev. 3:18).
Gold trled in the fire was purged from all dress. Fire could
not damage it or redttce its value. In all ages, pure gold has
had a fix ed value. The value of other things are determined by
gold.
The gold of heaven is not subject to earthly contingencies.
Rust,, moth, thieves, failing banks, depression and declining
stock markets do not alter its value. Spiritual riches do not
fluctuate in value- they are always the same. Men do not look
at the market page of the morning paper to see what faith, hope
and charity are worth on the stock exchange today. Therefore,
I say unto you, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through and steal."
5842 Monticello, Dallas, Texas.

"Remember Lot's Wife"
Basil D. Shilling
"Remember Lot's wife" (Luke 17:32).
1. These words were spoken by Jesus. In them he called
attention to a person who lived almost nineteen hundred years
before the tim e he thus spoke, and admonished at least those
to whom He spoke to remember Lot's wife by way of learning therefrom a very needful and vital lesson. So let us ask:
What about Lot's wife?
The Story of Lot's Wife
1. ·For the facts ab~ut Lot's wife we must turn back to the
book of Genesis, and even there not many facts about her are
gi~en . Her name is no't given, she being spoken. of simply as
Lot's wife. However, in the 19th chapter of Genesis there is
related a very strange and unusual story concerning her, which
is, doubtless, what J esus had in mind in the above statement.
2 . . According to the story of Genesis 19, Lot was then living,
with his family, in the c~ty of Sodom, where he had become a
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rather prominent and well known citizen. But the people o.f
Sodom were exceedingly vile, wicked and corrupt. In Genesis
13:13 we read: "But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly." Because of the wickedness
of the people of Sodom, God decreed the destruction of the city
and its people. Pe; haps, for the sake of Abraham, Lot's uncle,
God desired to spare Lot and his family from the destruction.
Accordingly, two angels were sent to the city to inform Lot
of the impending catastrophe. Lot was told to take his family
and leave the city. Lot went out to tell his son-in-law of the
impending doom, but they refused to believe it. When the
morning dawned the angels hastened to Lot, saying, "Arise, take
thy wife and thy two daughters, which are here;- lest thou be
consumed in the iniquity of the citY'.'' Still Lot lingered. The
angels than laid hold upon him, upon his wife and upon his two
daughters and led them forth from the city, in mercy. There
they were told to flee for their lives and to "look not behind
thee, neither stay thou in all· the plain". With the departure
of Lot and his family from this wicked and vile city, God rained
upon it brimstone and fire, completely destroying the city an_d
its inhabitants. But for some cause Lot's wife failed to heed
the admonition of the angels to not look back to the city as
she fled, along with her husband and two daughters, for her
life. The record simply says: "But his wife looked back- from
behind him, and she became a plllar of salt" (Gen. 19:26).
And no doubt this is the .event or thing about Lot's wife that
Jesus referred to in saying: "Remember Lot's wife". The fact
that Jesus thus spoke, is evidence that he regarded this as a
real occurrence-that Lot's wife actl.lally and · really turned· to
a pillar of salt.
Some Lessons We May Learn From Lot's Wife _
1. In what happened to Lot's wife we see an example of
both the goodness and severity of God. The goodness, mercy
and kindness of God was manifested and demonstrated in send- ·
ing the t-wo angels to the doomed city to tell L9t of the destruction that was to faR upon it, and thereby permit them to
escape from the city to avoid perishing along with all others in
the awful destruction. Had not God sent the angels to tell
Lot, he and his family would have perished. But in the turning
of Lot's wife into a pillar of salt when shey disobeyed the
commandment of God by looking back, we see a demonstration
of the severity of God.
(1). Men should carefully consider both the goodness and
the severity of God. To these characteristics of God or, perhaps,
more correctly, the nature of his dealing with men, the Apostle Paul called attention, saying: "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God . ' .." (Rom. 11:22), pointing out a
particular example thereof. Speaking of some of the examples
of the severity of God, the Apostile Peter explained . that they
are intended as examples to deter men from living ungodly.
Here are his words: "For if God spared not the angels that
sinned, but ca·s t them down to hell, and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved into judgment; and spared
not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher
of righteousness, bringing the flood upon the world of the
ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into
ashes condemned them with an overflow, making them an
example unto those that after should ~ live ungodly" (2 Peter
2:4-6). It is true that God is a God of unfailing mercy and
immeasurable love and great lovingkindness. But God is
also a God of severity. He will surely punish men for living
ungodly. He will punish men for disobeying his commandments.
So far as we can determine, Lot's wife violated only one commandment of God-His commandment to not look back as she
fled from the doomed city. Yet she was turned into a pillar
of salt. Hence, in the words of the inspired writer, " . . . we
ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the
word spoken by the angels was steadfast, and every trans-
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gression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva·
tion ... ?" (Heb. 2:1-3).
2. We learn from a consideration and remembrance of Lot's
wife that· some of God's commandments may seem rather peculiar and strange, from
human viewpoint. From a human
point of view, what. could be more peculiar and strange than
for Lot and his family to not look back upon the doomed city?
I suppose that as they left the city, they left with sad and
heavy hearts, because they were leaving behind some members of the family-at least the son-in-law who refused to
believe the city would be destroyed, and if their wives were
still living, then the daughters of Lot and his wife. The members of the fami~y left behind would surely suffer the destl1lction that was to fall upon the city. It would seem only natural
that love for the members of the family thus left to perish
would cause them to want to look back, wondering, "Are they
still alive? H as the fire fallen upon the city yet?" But just
the same, and despite all this, God commanded them to not
look back.
(1). In this connection we might observe that other commandments which God has given men from time to time seem
equally peculiar and strange from a human point of view. What
could be more peculiar and strange than God's commandment
to Moses to maRe a brazen serpent and attach it to a pole for
the Israelites to look upon in order to be healed of the bite
of poisonous snakes ? Yet this is what God commanded. See
Numbers 21:8,9. What could be more peculiar and strange than
God's commandment to ·Naaman to wash himself seven times.
in the Jordan River in order to be cured of leprosy? Even Naaman thought it was so strange that he became ·angry and
started to go home wit.\J.out doing it. See 2 Kings 5:1-14. And
' what is more peculiar and strange than God's commandment for
all men to be baptized in the name of Christ for the remission
of sins? Like Naaman, many today think it is so peculiar and
strange that they refuse to believe and do it. But it is God's
commandment, nevertheless. See Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, Acts.
22:16 and 1 Peter 3:21.
3. We learn from a remembrance of Lot's wife that God
requires strict obedience to his commandments, regardless of
how strange and peculiar they may seem. Lot's wife was
turned into a pillar of salt because she disobeyed God's commandment to not look back. So far as we can understand,
there was nothing wicked, ungodly, immoral or unjust .in her
looking back. Her looking back would not make her guilty of
injustice, gross wickedness or immorality. Yet she must not
look back. Violation of this one commandment cost her life,
God requires strict obedience of man. Many are th~ examples
of the Old Testament which further demonstrate this vital
t111th. How supremely important then that we be careful and
diligent to keep all of God's commandments! Dare we, then,
neglect to study God's word; to abound in the work of the
Lord; to worship the Lord and observe the Lord's Su.p per in
memory of Christ; to lay by in store upon the firs
day of the week as we are prospered; to aboun~ in love; to do
good to all men as we have opportunity? These, and many
more, things, God has commanded us to do.
4. We learn from a remembrance of Lot's wife that obe-
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dience to God must be placed above f amily relationships. While
we are not told what prompted Lot's wife to look back, it
seems reasonable and natural to suppose that she had in mind
members of the family who had been left behind. If she was a
normal woman, she was concerned about them. If her concern
for them is what prompted her to look back, then it can be said
that concern for her family caused her to disobey God. But
it cost her her life. We knew that obedience to God must be
placed above family relations also because Jesus said: "He
that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me; he tnat loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy
of me" (Matt. 10:37). It happens not infr8quently that a person must turn his back upon the religious teaching given by
his father and mother and upon the religious body or church in
which they have brought him up if he is to obey the gospel of
Christ. Some hesitate to do so. But he who hesitates is unworthy of the Lord. Yea, he who refuses so to do cannot be
saved. LoY.alty to father and mother is proper and right, so
long as one can thereby obey God and do his will. But loyalty
to father and mother at the expense of disobeying God and
failing to do his will is never proper nor right. Peter said:
"We ought to obey God rather then men" (Acts 4:29). No person should ever hesitate-to say nothing of refusing-to obey
the gospel of Christ and be a Christian only and only a Christian because to do so would mean forsaking the religious
t~·aining and the denominational body in which he was l'eared.
Paul was brought up by a father who was a Pharisee, and who
trained him to be a Pharisee. He was exceedingly zealous_ in
the practice of what he had been taught was proper and right.
But one day he learned that the things he had been taught, and
whick his father before him believed, were not right. Without
hesitation he turned his back upon Phariseeism and obeyed
the gospel. I wonder what his father thought and did, if he
was living then.
2015 Kenwood, Austin, Texas

------------0------------

The Great Salvation
J. C. Choate
"Therefore we -ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip. F.o r if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and
every transgression and disobedience receiv~d a just recompense of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him" (Heb.
2:1-3).
There are two types of salvation in the present world. First,
we might think - of physical blessings in terms of salvation. For- instance, when a person is near death and recovers by a
new drug, then, we rriight think of such as a physical salvation. A person might be saved from drowning, sorrows, dis• tress, etc. Second, there is a spiritual salvation. This type of
salvation deals with the soul. Many believe that there are
many kinds 00' salvation in connection with saving the soul.
Yet, the Bible teaches that there is but one great salvation.
(Heb. 2 :3; John 14:6). Now, the world may -believe that there
are many salvations, but, the world is in error on the matter.
From the above statements the definition of salvation should
already be understandable. Salvation has reference of being
saved from something. Hence, we suggested a physical salvation in that a person may be saved from various things physically. We also suggested a spiritual salvation in that a person is saved frorri past sins upon obedience to God. (Acts 2:38;
Mk. 16:16) . There is but one salvation spiritually speaking.
The Bible has a great deal to say about salvation. As a matter of fact, the Bible deals primarily with the salvation of
mankind. First, let us notice salvation from the Old Testament
standpoint. Notice, that the Old Testament deals with both
physical and spiritual salvation.
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1. Salv_ation of the Lord. "And Moses said unto the people,
Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord,
which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye
have seen today, ye shall see them again no- m'o•e forever "
(Ex. 14:13) . "Ye shall not need to fight in this battle : set
yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord
with you, 0 Judah and Jerusalem : fea1: riot, nor be disma.yed;
tomorrow go out against them: for the Lord will be with you"
(2 Chron. 20:17).
2. The Lord wrought salvation in Israel. "And Saul said,
There shall not a man be put to death this day : for today the
Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel" (I Sam. 11:13). "For
he did put his life in his hand., and slew the Philistine, and the
Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel: thou sawest it,
and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without a cause?" (1 Sam. 19:5).
3. Salvation belongeth to the Lord. "Salvation belongeth
unto the Lord: thy blessing is upon thy people" (Psalms 3:8).
4. The Salvation of the righteous is of the Lord. "But the
salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: he is their strength
in the time of trouble" (Psalms 37:39).
These scriptures deal with salvation greatly in a physical
sense. God was with the people of Israel. Many battles we1 e
won through the direction of God. At the same time the
people of Israel were commanded to follow the law. (Ex. 20).
Now we turn to the days of Christ. The Lord came iJtto
this low lq.nd of sin and sorrow to save a lost world. (Lk.
19:10; · John 3:16, 17). Christ died on the cross, was buried,
arose from the grave, and ascended to the Father in heaven
to assure salvation. (Matt. 27, 28; Acts 1).
The New Testament has a great deal to say about salvation.
Notice the following points:
1. Salvation in the name of Christ. "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4 :12).
2, The Gospel is the power of God unto salvatidn. "For I
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ : for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16).
3. Confession is made unto salvation. "For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. 10:10).
4. Godly sorrow worketh r epentance unto salvation. "For
godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but ' the sorrow of the world worketh death" (2
Cor. 7:10).
5. The helmet of salvation. "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God"
(Eph. 6:17).
6. Work out your own ·salvation. "Wherefore, my beloved,
as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, work out your oWn salvation
with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:112).
7. The grace of God br:ingeth salvation. "For the grace of
God that bringeth salvation h ath appeared to all men" (Tit.
2:11).
.
8. The Great salvation. (Heb. 2:3).
9. Author of eternal salvation. "Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and
being made perfect he became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him" (Heb. 5:8, 9).
Now, let us · make a list of the reasons ·why this salvation
is so great.
1. Given by God through Christ. (1 Tim. 4:10; John 3:16).
2. A simple salvation. ( (Isa. 35:8).
3. Saves from all sin. (1 John 1:7).
4. Saves from eternal punishment.. (2· Thess. 1:7-9).
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5. Brings · eternal life. (Rom. 6:23).
6. This salvation is for all. (Mk. 16:16; Matt. 11:28-30).
Surely from this. study, we can unders tand the importance
and greatness of salvation. Therefore, let us not neglect our
salvation.
P. 0. Box 846
Nashville, Tennessee.

The Second Coming of Christ
Cecil R. Wright
(Concluded from issue of Decembei' 8)
None of the fo1'egoing passages could refer to the end of
lime or the second personal coming of Christ, for th ey have
not come yet, and thus were not at hand then. And the apostle Paul makes that clearer still by penning these striking
words: "Now w e beseech yo u, brethren, by the ceming of
our Lord J esus Christ, and our gathering together unto him,
that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubl ed , neither
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from u s, as that the
day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any
means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first" ( 2 Thess. 2:1-3). And then he went on to
describe a great apostasy that was to develop , for at leas t
one thing, before the coming of Christ and our gathering
to-gether unto him could be expected. That apostasy did develop in the centuries that followed, and is greatly in evidence even now. Time and history have proved Paul to be
correct. The personal return of Christ ·was not then at hand,
though his impersonal comiilg in providence to relieve Jewish
persecution was not very fa r off.
But when the Lord is coming back in person, Paul did not
say. Neither did any other Bible writer. The reason is that
they did not know . And no man knows tod ay. His return
will be as the coming of a thief in the night-that is , it will
not be heralded, but will be when l east expected. "But as
the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be. For as in the days that were before the fl oo d
they were eating and drink ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew
not until the flood came, and took them all away so sllall
.also the coming of the Son of man be." This is the language
of Jes us himself in Matt. 25:37- 39, in connection wi th the
statement that "of that. day _and hour knoweth no man, no,
not the angels in heaven, but the Father only." So, again
we must say that those who declare that they know Jesus
is coming back to earth soon are false prophets. He may
come soo n, and he may not. But we do know . that he is coming some time, and we also know pretty well wha t will take
place when he comes , for the Bible t ells us that. So, before
closing, let us look into that particular point.
Events at Cht·ist's Second Personal Coming

For one thing, Christ will take the righteous unto himself. Said he, "I will come again, and _receive you unto myself; that where I am, th ere ye may be also" (Jno. 14:3).
Said P a ul, he ·will "app ar the second time . . . unto salvation" ( He b. 9:27). But at the same time he saves th e ri ghteous he will also destroy the wicked. We read this: that
"the Lord J esus shall be revealed from h eaven with his
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall lie punished with everlasting
d estr uction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power; when he shall come to be glorified in
his saints" (2 Thess. 1:7-10). At that time "the Lord himself shall descend from h eaven with a sho~t, with th e vo ice
of the arch-angel, and with the trump of God: then we
which are alive 'an·d remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
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we ever be with the Lord" ( 1 Thess. 4:17, 18). Yet not only
will the righteous dead be r a ised, but the wicked also; "for
the hour is coming, in which all that are in the graves shall
come forth; they that have done good , unto the resurrection
of life ; and they that h ave done evil, unto the resurrection
of d!imnation" (Jno. 5 :2 8, 29). Also: "When th e Son of
man shall com e in his ' glory , an d all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and
beiore him shall be gathered a ll nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats: and he shall set the sheep on his right hand,
but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world : . . . Then shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: . . . And these shall go
away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal" (Matt. 25 : 31- 4 6). "Then cometh the end, when
he"-that is, Christ~"shall have delivered up the kingdom
to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all
r ule and all authority an d power. For he must reign, till he
hath put all enemies und er his fe et. The last enemy that 1
shall be destroyed is death" (1 Cor. 15:24-26) . And finally: " But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall m elt with fervent heat, and the
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned
up" (2 Pet. 3:10).
S mnm ary

Now, summarizing, here is what we have describ ed . in the
Scriptur es as taking place when Christ comes in person the
second time: ( 1) The resurrection of both the righteo us and
the wicked; (2) the judgment of both the righteous and
the wicked; ( 3) the righteous received into everlasting life
and the wicked banished into everlasting punishment; ( 4)
Cllf·ist turning the kingdom back to the Father-not just the
establishing it, and r eigning one thousand years-but turning
it back to th e Father after having reigned ever since going
back to heaven following his first advent; and, lastly, the
end, with this old world set on fire and burned up. Think
wha t a terrible occasion for the damned, yet what a glorious one for the righteous! Are you ready for that day to
come? What if it were today? Would you be prepared?
OTA FELLOWSHIP MEETING
Logan J. Fox
November 3rd in J a pan i.s now celebrated as Culture Day
although it's rea lly the birthday of Emperor Meiji and was
celebrated as such until t'he America n occupation. The 'church
in Ibaraki, however, used this holiday as an opportunity for
getting together and enj o.ying Christian fellowship. The church
a t Ota was host since their building is the largest we hav:e,
seating 300 people.
The meeting in every respect was inspiring and encouraging.
The house was completely filled with r epresentatives from
over half of the thirty-five congregations in Ibaraki and a
sizable group from Tokyo . The speaker for the day was Brother Ed Br own from Tokyo and his sermon entitled "What Will
You Do With Jesus?" was impressive and caused much soul
searching. In the afternoon there was a discu ssion period on
the theme, "The Independence of the Japanese Churches."
Brethren Nagano and Baggett made brief introductory talks
which were followed by an unusually spirited discussion in
which everyone seemed eager to participate,
'1'l1e Expositor's Greek Testament, 5 volumes, complete
Greek Text by seventeen noted scholars ___ _____ 25 . 00
FIRl\1 FOUNDA'l'ION PlJBLISHING HOUSE
Austin, Texas
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Questions About "Herald of Truth" Answered
Glenn L. Wallace
A recent article in this paper, signed by my brother, Logan
Buchanan, is an obvious answer to certain questions recently
raised in connection with the operation of the "Herald of
Truth." I sincerely asked some questions and the summary of
my good friend's reply is this:
1. The Herald of Truth does· have officers outside the
Highland church. He furnished the names.
2. Brother Logan says that money is collected from individuals and that Herald of Truth is a scriptural name for an
organization because brethren put the names such as "The
Caller," "The Way," etc., on their bulletins and because they
pass the collection plate to everyone on the Lord's day.
Brother Buchanaf! informed me by letter that he planned
to write such an article, although the original article be wTole
composes only the latter part of his paper of December 15.
I appreciate the sincerity of Brother Logan and I recognize
him as my good brother and he also gives me the same recognition. He is one of our best preachers. According to t he bulletin he sent me from the place where he preaches, he evidently
had the full endorsement of the Highland elders, as one elder
and one of the preachers visited with him on the week-end
before his article appeared in the Firm Foundation. My only
reason for raising the questions was to provoke study · and to
make some corrections if possible. I shall add a further word
and then my part of the discussion is finished.
The opinions and conclusions expressed in this and in a
former article are mine and do not necessarily reflect the
conclusions of any - congregation or group of elders. I assume
full responsibility for what I have written. I respect the elders
where I preach and submit to them. They have never tried to
dictate to me what I shall preach and I do not attempt to
speak for them . They are good men whose wisdom and decisions are for the peace and progress of the congregation and
those who know the ~ircumstances cannot question their actions.
Brother Logan has given us the information about the salaries of the workers in the "Herald of Truth" office and although the expenses are some greater than I had thought, I
do not raise a point of scripturalness in r egard to the salaries.
A good elder of Highland church informs me that they contribute $600.00 per month to this undertaking and that the
money is transferred each month to the "Herald of Truth"
·treasury. Salaries for the three leading men . call for $450.00
per week and our brethren a t Highland furnish enough money
to pay nearly two weeks' salary. The over-all office expense for
October was more than $8,000. The new budget for the year
calls for one million four hundred thousand dollars and besides •
the above expense, a percentage of this budget must be paid to
a brother in Dallas who acts as the agent for this account with
the network. The above one million four hundred thousand
dollars would support about 269 preachers at an ordinary sal. ary for a year. I f eel that I have the Christian right to ask :
Can two men, preaching each for only six months out of the
year, fifteen minutes once a week, accomplish as much as 260
preachers working full time? Please do not bi·and me as a
crank because I ask a question about a program which I have
helped to support. ·
What Of The N arne?
My good friend has suggested that churches use such names
as: "Minute-Monitor," "The Caller" and other names for their
bulletins. He then asks what, is wrong with a title "Herald of
Tru'th" as used by my good brethren. I.f you publish the
"Caller" in a community and invite people to do personal work
through the "Caller," and if the "Cal'ler" is established at a
certain address, receives questions, _correspondence and contributions; if the treasurer is a man who lives in another city and

if the "Caller" becomes a machine over the church, then you
had better kill the "Caller." We have long argued that sectarian names and machines are unscriptural. Would my brother
favor the establishment of the "Christian Endeavor Union" for
our young people ? Would such a "Union" with officers· outside
of the local · group be acceptable?
I believe in the heralding of the truth, but not in a "Herald
of Truth" organization. I am a baptis t in that I believe in baptism, but I am not a "Baptist." I believe in Christian endeavor
but I cannot accept a "Christian Endeavor." My good brethren of the "Herald of Truth" advertised this past summer, and
in one circular, the name "Herald of Truth" appears five
times in bold face type. It is impossible to tell what church, if
any, is behind the movement. We are told · in this circular:
"You ean do personal work in connection with the "Herald
of Truth"; "listen to the program, Herald of Truth"; and finally, "send all correspondence to Herald of Truth." Would I
be permitted to substitute the name "Christian Endeavor Union" in place of the above named "Herald of Truth"? I call
mid-week prayer service a "prayer meeting" but I do not seh~ct officers, name a treasurer and advertise to send all contributions and questions to the "Prayer Meeting'. '' Brother
Logan, if I am wrong in this reasoning, then I am going to
have to undo a lot of preaching and so will you. I have heard
you preach some mighty good sermons.
A New Testament Example
Logan suggested that we have a New Testament example
in the famine of ancient Judea. The saints in Judea needed
help. Paul encouraged Christians to send help. They sent this
help to the ELDERS. Brother Logan, for an accurate parallel, ,
you would need to show us how the Jerusalem church CREATED A PROBLEM, how they set up the "BAND OF. HOPE,"
and how the brains of it lived in Rome and the treasurer in
Philippi. Then show us how Paul urged Chri·s tians to send all
contributions to the "BAND OF HOPE," Box 999, Jerusalem.
This would be more like . some of the problems that face us.
today. I am sincere, can this be justified?
Our brother has told us that a certain church in Abilene,
Texas, supports the "Herald of Truth.'' He concludes therefore, that there are no questions about its operation. This 'is
strange reasoning. If I · wanted to prove that sprinkling was
wrong, and I suddenly found some of my brethren practicing
sprinkling, 1 would not immediately conclude that sprinkling
is right.
The brethren who sponsor the program are my neighbors
and · I fellowship them . There are no ill feelings between us.
They _w ill contribute .514 pe1·cent of the amount of money
it takes to operate the "Herald of Truth.'' I question their good
judgment in such an arra,ngement. They ask me to suppo·r t it.
Have I the right to ask any questions?
I should like to add some additional questions:
1. If the elders of Highland church should decide to drop
the "Herald of Truth" program sponsorship, would that stop
the program? It was not born in an elders' meeting. Would
it not be possible for th~ chief brethren of the Herald of
Truth to simply change membership again, find some other
eldership to giv.e oversight, and continue?
2. A great part of the present budget comes from individuals and Brother Logan says that such is scriptural and
reasonable. Some of the most ardent fri ends of this program
have canied on a solicitation campaign for it, then is it not
possible that it could live in the future without EITHER the
supervision of an eldership or support from churches? Brethren, the "United Christian Missionary Society" (what is wrong
with this title?) started IN the churches. Today, it lives
WITHOUT the churches.
3. Did any New Testament church ever create a gigantic
problem and then work in mass meetings, by. newspaper and
pulpit and other such mediums to make it live?
4. If one or two men can create a work and find some elders
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to sponsor it, then has not every other preacher in the world
the same right? Then, in the end, will not the man who can
present the most glamorous program create the biggest machine?
.5. Is an organization that is larger than a local congregaition, a- New Testament church ?
· I have expressed my sincere f eelings on a problem that
:faces our brethren. I may suffer the fate of the ostracized,
but none can a ccuse me of being unkind and insincere. I expressed my fe elings to the Highland elders, more than a month
before my fi rst article appeared. I talked face to f ace with
~he two James; the preachers for the program. God bless
them, they are fine young men. Now, if you wish to give your
money' to a gigantic plan to t elevise the gospel for fifteen
minutes a week, by means of the "Herald of Truth" organization, I have nothing more to say. I simply want to honor
my Lord and give him glory "in the church-forever and
ever" (Eph. 3:20, 21).
·
I love everybody. Happy New Year and AMEN.

The Church and Substitutions Therefor
C. H. Palmer
(Continued from December 8)
The Satanic Roman power had become so great that fear of
inward dissension arose within itself, thus engendering the
possibility that it might destr oy itself, or fall of its own
weight. Therefore, in order to retain the gains that had been
made toward prevailing against the church, Luther was
prompted to begin what was termed "the reformation movement." Satan realized that by such a movement, millions could
be further deceived and placated, thereby holding and even in- creasing the gains that had already been made. Luther, no
doubt, had no idea of restoring the truth of the gospel to the
apostate world. God used him and others to translate the
Bibl e into live languages that his word again reach the people
of the world. Luther, under the domination of the Satanic
apostate system was used by God as he used Pharaoh, Cyrus
and other heathen kings, the dumb animal, Gamaliel and
others to restrain, encourage and to chastise his people and
further his cause. "He makes the wrath of man to praise
him."
After the supposed dissension of Luther was found, through
the prompting of the Satanic spirit, to be so favorably accepted
generaily, additional daughters of the great prostitute, denominational churches, were born in rapid succession that the
people might be retained in deception and the Satanic plan
yet prevail against the true church, and the apostasy be
strengtheRed in that the people may have a church of their
choice, thereby preventing many from searching the scriptures,
finding the truth and upsetting the ·Satanic plan. When the
Satanic power, the apostate church, found that the church had
been secluded in a place prepared for her of God, it cast out
of its mouth a great flood of false teaching, hoping to yet destroy the church. But, the earth, the people of the world, those
who had rejected New Testament t eaching opened their months
and <drank in, accepted the flood of apostate teaching and thus
perpetuated the false t eaching, which also begat and gave
birth to all denomi~ationalism (Rev. 17:5).
The true church was given the two wings of a great eagle
to fly to a place prepared of God for her. Since the American
continent is synibolized by the flying eagle, and the active
restoration of the New Testament church began in reality in
the U. S. A., may this not locate a portion of the place prepared of God for her? The pagan power was wrath against
the chur:ch, but it was not until the development of the papal
power, the apostate church, to full strength, that · the true
church was driven into the wilderness. The period of the
seclusion of the church was from about 533 A. D. to 1793 A. D.
Near the close of that period, men of God in Scotland and
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England began to proclaim the truth of God's' word in its
fullness and purity (the two witnesses began to testify openly)
and contemporarily in the U. S. A. men of God began to do ~
likewise. All declaring and pleading for the restoration of the
New Testament church. Knowing every seed must bring forth
after its kind, the seed of the kingdom, the word of God, · if
sown in the heart of men would bring forth Christians only,
the same as in the beginning, the word was extensively
preached in its purity and " as a result, the New Testament
church was restored. The principle activities of the restoration
movement were transferred to the land of the flying eagle and
the New Testament church was brought out of seclusion and
made great inroads into the sects of the apostasy and was very
favorably accepted, generally. It expanded very rapidly and
greatly disturbed the apostate church itself. Through the influence of the testimony of the two witne~ses, Italy itself
threw off the tyrannical papal yoke, establishing universal
religious toleration, wrested the papal states from the pontiff
and became dominant in Rome. The pope was sheared of much
of his temporal power, secluded himself in the Vatican and
held no communication with the king. A similar trend prevailed in France and other countries of Europe. However, the
Satanic flood waters of perversive teaching continued to be
emitted; daughters of the apostasy col).tinued to be born, and
under another symbol, the Satanic spirit continued to go about
as a roaring lion seeking whom it may devour by the dispensing of perversive · teaching, thus preventing men from accepting the true testimony of the two witnesses as presented.
The flood of false teaching from the mouth of Satan's adherents, the roar of the pernicious Satanic teaching penetrated
the true church in more r ecent years, drawing away a large
percentage of the body. Those- who were not rooted and
grounded in the fai th, those who desired to be like the nations
around them (the denominational churches), those who rather
liked the leeks, onions and garlic of the Satanic bondage from
whence they came, became another daughter of the apostasy,
regardless of the considerable amount of truth accepted and
taught by them. The same old seductive spirit is in operation
throughout the world today and will continue until it sh all be
destroyed by the Spirit (word) of the Lord's mouth." For as
the r ain cometh down , and the snow from heaven and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and rnaketh it to bring
forth and bud, that it may give· seed to the sower and bread to
the eater : so shall my word be that it goeth forth out of my
moi.1th: it shall not return unto me void but shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the things whereto I sent it" (Isaiah 55 :10-11). "Man shall not live by bread
alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
G_od" (Matt. 4:4; Dan. &:3). "Wherefore we r eceiving a king• dom which cannot be moved, let us have grace whereby we
may serve God acceptably with r everence and godly fear; For
our God is a consuming fire."
Parsons, Kansas.

Greatest Holy Land Tour
TELEGRAM: Tour of a lifetime. Room for only six more
people. Call or write today if interested in sailing on Queen
Mary, May 16, 1954, with 29 other Christians on greatest Holy
Land tour known. Forty-two days all expenses, New York to
New York, $1790. This is $96.00 less than nearest competitor
on same itinerary. A $250 deposit necessary before December
30th. Have spent extra twelve months improving this tour.
Phones: Windsor 3-3578 .o r Windsor 3-7827.-FRED W. Mc·CLUNG, Church of Christ, 12th and Drexel, Oklahoma City,
- Oklahoma.
BOOKS OF SERMONS
Sermons by R. N. Hogan, Colored ---------------------------------------- 1.00
Sermons In Outline by G. E. Woods ---- --------------------------------- 2.00
.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
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M. Nor vel Young
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
How To Be A Christiim Only.
Many persons outside o! the kingdom of God would like to
become Christians, but they are confused by the many different sects and denominations opposing each other. Let me
suggest that you can be a Christian, and only a Christian,
nothing more or less. Here is a simple pla~ to follow:
1. Acknowlelilge Christ as your only Lord.
You may be tempted to acknowledge allegiance to m~ny different religious leaders, but pass by them all and come to the
feet of Jesus Christ. Confess your faith in him as the son of
G0 d; f()llow him alone. Peter said : "And there is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by ;hich we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
2. Obey the simple gospel of Christ only.
Paul said of the Christians at Rome: "But God be thanked,
that ye were servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine which· was delivered unto you"
(Romans 6:17). These disciples had heard the gospel of Jesus,
believed in him, confessed their faith to others, and repenting
had been buried with him in baptism to arise and walk a new
life. (Romans 6:3, 4) .. If you obey the same gospel today you
will not be submitting to any ordinance of men, but obeying
"the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" ( 2 Thessalonians 1 :·8 ).
3. Maintain your freedom as an undenominati()nal Christian.
Those who obeyed the gospel on Pentecost did· not divide
into opposing sects of parties. The Lord added them to the

BR-ETHREN AND THE BLUEPRINT
Bill Humble
Occasionally, when reading religious papers such as this, we
find a well worded phrase, a timely warning or a bit or sage
advice that we feel we just must share with someone. Usually
we read it to the wife or one of the brethren. In reading The
Preceptor for October, I ran across an article by Bill Humble
entitled The Church of Christ is Different. The last few paragraphs of this article were in my opinion the "sharing" kind,
so for the benefit of other readers, I have copied these paragraphs ' and hereby submit them for your consideration. Thank
you. - Bill Fling).
"Sinee the Bible does contain a 'l;iliteprint for the church, we
who are members of the church of Christ have a duty. This
duty is to judge every item of faith, every act of worship,
every religious practice by the divine pattern. _(Underlined
statements were in bolder type-BF) If we fail in this responsibflity, then we ourselves are guilty of practicing the
modernistic attitlde toward the Bible. This duty explains why
members of the church are concerned about religious questions
which are dismissed lightly by the average denominationalist.
We have regarded such questions as the action and purpose
of baptism, the nature and name of the church, and instrumental music as questions of vital importance; we have
preached countless sermons showing that they do make a difference. The attitude of the Methodist or Presbyterian is
quite different, for he dismisses them- as "insignificant" with
a wave of the hand, saying, "What difference does it make
. anyway? It isn't what ceremonies you go through that counts;
it's whether you really love the Lord."
This duty to examine every practice by the divine pattern
explains also why churches of Christ are often concerned with
"issues" and "problems" which would be of no concern to the
denominationalist. To him our discussions are foolish and silly,
they are much ado about nothing; to us they r€iJresent a determined effort to conform .to the blueprint. Tme, brethren often

church or kingdom or spiritual body as they obeyed Christ.
(Acts 2 :4 7). They continued ilk the apostles doctrine; fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers. They accepted no creed
but ChTist, no rule of faith, but the inspired Word of God.
So we can do today, and work together in free, local congregations for the advancement of the Cause of Christ.
4. Wear the name of Christ only.
The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. (Acts
11:26). Religious names divide believers in Christ just as
· names divide in politics, or economics. For example, in our
last election many life-long Democrats · voted for President
Eisenhower in Texas because they could vote for him under
some other name than "Republican." So do not contribute to
further division by accepting any name except the name of
Christ.· Peter said: "But let none of you suffer as a murderer,
or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men's matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in that name."
· 5. Abide in the teaching of. Christ only.
Christ was given all authority. His authority is expressed to
us through the apostles and the writing of the New Testament.
John said: "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son" (2 John
9). Accept no human opinion or creed. Insist on following the
'Word of God. Study it prayerfully. Live with Christ and love
your fellow man for His sake. In this way you can be a
Christian only, nothing more or less.
·
conduct such discussions in the wrong spirit and attempt to
win a personal victory or discredit a brother rather than
determine what the will of the Lord is. Discussions conducted
in such a spirit are not right, and the sectarian may justly
gloat, "Those Campbellites are at one another's throat again."
Through it · all, however, there is one encouraging fact.
Though discussions become heated, the very fact that discussions are being carried on indicates .that we still believe
in the necessity of determining just what the pattern requires.
If the time ever comes that we assume the "it makes no difference" attitude and discussions cease, complete harmony
might result; but the peace would not be worth the price. Our
cause would be lost.
A century ago brethren were involved in controversy regarding the missionary society; they were asking one another
whether such an organization was included in the pattern.
Though the world laughed and though division came, brethren
were determined to follow the plan and follow it they did!
Today another generation of like-minded brethren are again
discussing the question of "how" 'to do missionary work. Instead of accusing one another of being "anti-missionary" or
"pro-society," would it not be better to dedicate ourselves anew
to answering the quqestion, "What does the blueprint say?"and this without bitterness, malice and hate?
When the issue of "church support to colleges" arises, why
charge that one brother is against educating our children or
that another is against the Lord's church? Why not rather investigate the question, "What is the Lord's way?"
"Problems" and "issues" are sometimes unpleasant, but
th ~y are not wrong; their only alternative is the "it makes no
difference" attitude. Be not deceived; for when this attitude
arises, our cause is lost!"
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. EDITORIAL
"FROM THE BEGINNING IT WAS NOT SO"
The Christian Standard takes notice of the fact
that state conventions and missionary societies have
changed with the passing years, since they had their
beginning, and that now they are not what they once
were. In their incipiency nearly a century ago they
were "free associations" of individual members and
of churches, voluntary gatherings of brethren for mutual edification and for cooperation in the evangelism
of their own territory, determined by certain more or
less arbitrary geographical limitations or political
units. But they have grown older ' and modified somewhat their original design and changed from their
original purpose. They have deviated so far from the
presumptions that implied the necessity or feasibility
of their existence that "there is today a tendency
(whether planned or accidental is a question) to make
of the state society simply a unit in a nation-wide organization." And, the Standard . editor might be reminded that this very thing was feared and "forecast
by good brethren near.J.y a century ago. A religious society larger than the local congregation is too large.
The churches of Christ are divinely constituted and
·capacitated for the performance of any and all good
work that the Lord desires and that the Lord requires. Since they are designed of heaven for this
very purpose, they should go forth in the execution
of their God-ordained mission in the world as the
pillar and ground of the truth. Both in their group
life and in their individual activities Christians are
under obligation ~o show forth the excellencies of him
who has called them out of darkness into his marvellous light. And one of the ways this is done is to be
satisfied with the church as a holy and divine institution and exhibit in their faith ·and practice its sufficiency for the accomplishment of the will and way
of the Lord. No society founded by men can do a better piece of work than the one that has been founded
of the Lord Jesus Ghrist. No such society can do as
good a work. Then why should they be instituted, and
why should they be founded, organized and operated?
All their implications are to the · effect that the local
congregation as such is insufficient for the doing of
what ought to be done in evangelism or benevolent
and educational work. If not, why have them? And
since God made no provision for them, the honor of
their institution and operation does not go and cannot .
possibly go to God. Gea is not glorified through them.
But he is glorified through the church, for Christ
built it.
The supposed recognition of the necessity of bringing into existence these religious societies and con. ventions is of itself, an implication that the church,
the local congregation in any locality is insufficient,
incomplete and hence imperfect. But this is a · grave

G. H. P. SHOWALTER,

Edlt~?r

error. If not, then would the Lord not have made at
least some sort of provision for the more general and"represeutative groups organized by uninspired men as
time passed, an.Q. as exigencies, in the minds of men
seemed to ari.se. Can the local church, the congregational group of disciples in any locality, do the work
the Lord has commanded? The answer to this question is a most emphatic affirmative. They functioned
perfectly well in the beginning. They had their elders
and deacons. They had those with age and experience
to instruct, assist, aid, and counsel those who were in
need of the very things that age and experience can
give. The strong bore the infirmities of the weak.
They bore one another's burdens, exhorted, admonished, encouraged, edified and warned, with reference
to the sound doctrinE? of Christ, and things needful
and applicable in the practical things of life. And this
was enough. At least they thought so; and the apos•
tles thought so. And the apostles were guided by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Things read, received,
considered and urged in the local congregation, and
all things required or suggested are far more readily
accepted -than if the same things come to them from
a distance, from some outside organization.
The Standard's editor says: "The purpose of both
the society and convention often seems to be that of
bringing churches and ministers .under control of an
official religious monopoly." Thus the church . "society" people view their own work at least insofar as
the Standard is to be relied on to represent their
views. ·A "monopoly," a "religious m-onopoly," an "official religious monopoly" ! An official religious monopoly of what sort, and of what kind of work? The
answer is that it is that of bringing churches and ministers under its "control." Too late, alas, these brethren who urged "progress" and flattered themselves in
being known as "progressives" are waking up to a
realization of the "tatl wagging the dog.'! Their society now would, or -rather does, control the churches
and the preachers, and all this by actual concession
on the part of so prominent an exponent as the editor
of the Christian StaD.dard. But that this is a correct
representation of the real and actual truth in the matter there can be no doubt. The society and the convention has become super-organizations in full control of all the churches and preachers! This is history
repeating itself. Thi:;; is the course of all the numerous
denominational ecclesiasticisms that exist today. Some
society, an arrangement wholly of men, is organized,
and gradually it assumes the control of and the domination of the churches. In such an arrangement the
church that Ghrist built is entirely subordinated to
th egreater organization that men have built.-G, H .
P. S. in Firm Foundation, July 4, 1944.
The above editorial in the Firm Foundation appeared nearly. ten years ago. It is exactly the view that
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the paper supports at the present time. The plea of
those who began the ·organization of the Brotherhood
Convention in 1849 together with the supplemental
state organizations was a matter of an organization
independent of the church or churches as such. The
cooperation of the churches of Christ and of independent Christians has been carried on since the beginning of the church in the first century. That is
being taught and practiced at the present time. No
one church is lording it over the other churches. They
are within the range of their God-ordained plan when
they work together in love. I shall expect to follow
this with some further observations.
"IMPROVtiNG CONGREGATIONAL SINGING"
For reasons unavoidable to us, it has been necessary to defer the publication of our special, "Improving Congregational Singing," till our issue of January
5, 1954. We have a large number of writers in the
brotherhood reporting on this special issue. We believe it will be of immense importance to all the
churches. There is probably no greater thing connected with the work 9-nd worship of the church more
important at the present time than singing. When this
part of the worship is conducted in the proper way
according to the Scriptures, much may be accomplished in any ef the churches that cannot be done in
any other way.
A large number of orders have been received, but
others doubtless are ready to send in their orders.
The price is $5.00 per hundred copies prepaid, and
this is a very small consideration for this valuable
special edition on the praise service in the church.
One hundred copies to five hundred copies can be
supplied at a very small consideration. Why not order
them? In every locality, in fact in every congregation of disciples, great good may be do:rie with this
special jssue. A cut-in picture of each of the writers will
be a special feature. You are requested to send an
order for as many copies as you can use as early as
possible.

Reporting By Request
Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
In respect for continued requests, thil:; brief report is given.
A year has passed since my wife suffered t he cerebral attack
from which medical staffs said she could not recover. In the
determination to reverse this fateful prognosis, we came to Hot
Springs National Park. Here in the waters of these natural radio·
• active hot mine:ral springs, the hydro-physio-therapy method of
manipulation and massage, a proven process to restore impotent
members of the body, has been administered. Every day for
many weeks, I rolled her in the wheelchair down "Bath. House
Row" to the Maurice Therapeuti{) Pool, where this special therapy is applied. Results were soon apparent and sustained. She,
whom doctors once. believed could not live and later thought
could never- walk again, not only now lives, but walks with assistance--and in time, she will again walk alone.
With us it has been a year of extreme crisis. Away from home,

old friends and loved ones, my beloved and I have been companions in loneliness. I can remember no time when I have
felt so humanly helpless as in these waiting weeks through
months of vigil kept over a dependent loved one, so stricken and
so trusting. In the shadows we have felt at sea, unable to look
through hovering darkness to shore. The "lower lights" at times
seemed not to "be burning." But we have believed that in some
way it will sometime come out all right. We came here to restore the mistress of my heart and mother of . our home t()
physical activity. We shall continue in the effort, returning as.
often and staying as long as the task requires. 'To accomplish
this end, I .count no personal sacrifice within my ability to·
sustain too great, no pecuniary means within my power to se-·
cure too much, r egardless of present difficulties or future obligations. All these are accepted with the same determination that
brought us to this national r esort in quest of the hold on life.
embosomed in thermal fountains.
In this time of stress, it has not been possible for me to fill
more than occasional appointments, but it appears hopeful now
that I shall be able to meet a limited schedule of short meetings or special engagements through the coming year. My mail
address, still unchanged for more than fifteen years, is post
office box 1804, Oklahoma City.
No words of my own can communicate the depth of our feeling for the flow of good words from faithful friends. May God
forever bless you all.
CHURCH OF CHRIST ·
16th and Decatur Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C.
A. R. Holton, Ministe1·
November 23, 1953
ARMISTICE DAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1953
The Sixteenth and Decatur Church of Christ at 4801 16th
Street, N. tW ., Washington, D. C., was host to the chcurches of
Christ in this area at the annual Fellowship Meeting which is
held on Armistice Day. The theme for the meeting this year
was preaching the gospel in the cities. The morning session
at 10:30 A.M. was addressed by Clyde Sloan, minister of the
Church of Christ, Silver Spring, Maryland; Thomas N. Page,
minister of the Church of Christ, Falls. Church, Virginia; Wendell Kee, minister of the Church of Christ, Levittown, Pennsylvania. These brethren pointed out that there are great
doors open for the Cause of Christ in the cities of our land
and, as Paul says, there are many adversaries. Materialism,
neglect, the fact that people move so much, was pointed out as
hindering causes.
The song service in the morning session was led by Sam P.
Durrance, minister of the A val on Heights Church of Christ,
Washington, D. C. Lunch was served. in the Fellowship Hall
at 12:30·. During the meal we had the pleasure of hearing a
clioral group led by Curtis C. Combs, minister of the Alexandria, Virginia, Church of Christ.
The afternoon session began at 2:00 P.M. with the following
speakers : Billy Hood, minister, Southeast Church of Christ,
Washington, D. C.; Ivan R. Stewart, minister, Church of
Christ, West Hyattsville, Md., Fred B. Walker, minister,
Church of Christ, Arlingtdn, Virginia. The afternoon session
carried out the same theme as the morning session. The song
service in the aftero.oon was led by Curtis C. Combs.
The day was a day of great inspiration. Many visitors from
this area came for the meeting. This meeting is held each year
and it is planned for different congregations to hold the meeting. It is one of the great fellowship periods for the churches.
in this area. The Sixteenth Street Church was glad to have
the meeting in their new building for this year.
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David Allan, 1020 Austin Avenue, Brownwood, Texas, December. 13: We had excel l ent services today, both in interest and at tendance, and an old lady who had lived
all her life in the Methodist faith, made the
good' . confession and was baptized.
The
work here goes along in a very fine way.
William B . l{uglm,. Jr., 506 Cotton Avenue,

Caruthersville, Misso'uri: Three were baptized and two confessed wrongs. We are
still witnessing record breaking attendance
for all services and a steady increase in the
contribu-tion.
Structure has begun on the
twenty thousand dollar annex.
Doyle Ragstlale, Rocksprings, Texas, De-cember 15 : We recently closed a wond erful
meeting· here in Rocksprings, with Brother
Luther Norman doing the preaching.
His
lessons were true to the Book and d eliv-ered in a most humble manner. He is one
of the few old soldiers of the cross that
have been preaching fifty years or more.
.May God bless all of them.
Haroltl 'I'hurman, Lind say, Ok\ahoma, De-cember 11: During the last two years this
-congregation has enjoyed wonderful growth.
'There have been 118 additions, including 48
baptized. The average attendance and contribution has more than doubled. I would
iike to arrange for. several meetings next
year, incl.uding cities where the church is
not self -supporting.
This congregation is
now contributing to the support of J . D.
Bryant who lives here and devotes much
time to the Lord's work in Lindsay and
s urround ing communities.
R. P. Drennon, Fort Sumner, New Mexico,
November 28:
As several brethren have
asked about my health, I will write a few
lines about it. I ~as operated on last 'J anuary at Scott and White Clinic in Temple.
The doctors fo.und a cancer in my stomach
that they cou ld not tal{e o ut. They sewed
me up and told me I had from s ix to eighteen months to live. I have lived ten months
of the time and am doing very well. I think
I will go the eighteen months or longer.
1 am still ab l e to preach, and the brethren
llere are very kind to me. The work here
:is doing as well as at any time since I .have
been here, which is almost seven years. I
ask the prayers of the brethren that I may
remain faithful unto the end.

J . W. Webb, Box 397, Moore,
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Sterl A. Watson, 1284 Morton Avenue, St.
Louis 14, Missouri:
Beginning December
20th, there will be two services on Sunday
mornings at the We;;t End church. Several
have been baptized here recently. The early
service will begin at 8:45. We ·hope to build
up a large attendance for both services.

R . n. R:mkin, Alamogordo, New Mexico,
November 27:
We have just concluded a
meeting at 9th and T exas Avenue with
Brodie Crouch of Truth or Consequences,
New Mexico, doing the pr.eaching. One was
baptized, two were restored and two identified themselves with the church here. An
e pidemic of flu and colds kept our crowds
down, still much good was done. Brother
Crouch did a fine job of preaching the gosp el during this meeting.
When passing
through Alamogordo , stop and vis it us.

Joe H. lllorris, 2707 Ky . Avenue, Paducah,
Kentucl,y, December 9 :
Clements Street
wood, Texas, December 13: Our attendance continu es at high speed. Our two largest
at both Bible study and worship service is audi e nc es in history of the ·congregation
rapidly building up, for these good brethren la st Lord's day, 316 in Bible School; conhave a mind to work. Today we were made tribution, $461.00; 77 in Wednesday ladies'
to rejoice, when a young man from a Baptist Bible class; 270> in mid-week Bible study.
coliege, made the good confession and was One restored and one identified.
baptized.
A'•niluble for full t:irue t>rcacloiug. MarOm:n H . Jolonston, 2726 Gladstone, Dallas, ried, graduate of Abilene Christian College
Texas, December 10: In the closing days of plus a year of graduate study in Bible at
the year 1953, I wish to thank, through the Harding College. Two years of preaching
medium of your good paper, the kind elders experi e nc e. Could speak during Christmas
a nd brethren in the various congregations vacation for purpose of getting acquainted.
where I have preached this year for their Have no hobbies. He and wife are. excelencourageme nt and hospitality.
May God l e nt personal workers. Especially interestcontinue to bless them each and everyone ed in work in western and northwestern
stat es, but would cons ider any location.
is my prayer.
Contac t T. R. Atkinson, 1518 Pierce Street,
Amarillo, T exas.
A. w. Chism, 415 Highland Park, Lebanon,
Tennessee, December 5: The worlt contin Cornelius C. Abbott, 401 N. Park, Seminole,
ues in a fine way at the Highland church
Oklahoma, December . 12:
After December
here in Lebanon.
All att\)ndance records
21st my_ address will be 105 _..Joyce Avenue,
have been broken several times and about
Chattanooga,
Tennessee.
Correspondents,
55 have been baptized this year. Last wee!{
please notice. I shall begin worl{ with. the
was one of the most 'fruitfu l in our labor
Red Ban!{ church in Chattanooga.
Our
for this congregation. Eight adults were
worl{ at Seminole moves forward in a very
baptized and t~o were restored. May the
fine way. I am in my 4th year with this
Lord help us to be more thanl,ful and ap good church ." My son, Neal Abbott, would
preciative for his constant blessings and
to give all praise to him for whatever may like to conduct the singing for meetings
during the summer of '54. Contact him at
be accomplished by working together in
Florida Christian College, Temple Terrace
his name.
Station, Tampa 4, F'lorida.
GilBert Alhm, 1112 West Baker St., Brown-

Harrell H . Dmne, Rt. 1, Box 96A, Poteau,
!Oklahoma, December 7:
After thre-e and
one-half years with the church at Panama,
Oklahoma, I am leaving the work there to
worl' with the church at Monroe, Oklahoma.
The church at Panama is a fine group of
people. No preacher could desire to work
with a more cooperative church than Pana ma. The attendance there is at an all time
high and interest is good. Four were bap tized at the last two services I was there.
I shall begin my duties with the church at
Monroe, December 13, 1953. I am looking
forward to a great worl' there in the Lord's
!{ingdom. Pray for us in this work.

Ok lahoma,
J. lU. Wilson, Box 281, Dexter, New MexDecember 14: We have just closed a very ica, December 7: I began my worl{ here
fine and successful meeting here. Brother at Dexter, New Mexico, as local preacher
Foy L. Smith, of Cleburne, - Texas, did the November 18th. Since that time we have
preaching, and Brother Ben M. Hall, one of had six confessions of sins and one hap our elders, directed the song worship. 'l'herP. tized today. This is a fine group to work
were three additions, two baptisms and one with. They all have a mind to work. We
restoration. Brother Smith did some won- recently pledged five hundred dollars to the
derful preaching. Interest was fine and in - Herald of Truth TV program -and will send
-creased throughout the meeting. The song them the ·money this month. We also load service was very good. Both the preacher ed a true]{ for the Navajo Indian worl' at
and the singer did their parts excepti'Onally Manuelito, New Mexico. This load consistwell.
The congregation was strengthened 1 ed of one hundred and fifty used opera
and ed ified by the great lessons presented chairs and thirty-three boxes of clothing.
by Brother Smith. Seed was sown, hearts We plan to start on our new meeting-house
were moved and st irr ed to action, and the after the first of the year. We have some
church rearJed great benefits through the fifteen ' thousand dollars a lr eady in the bank
meeting. We are a small congr egation, yet to start on. It is a pleasure to work with
a good one, and the work in all its phases people that love the L ord as these do . May
seems to be on the increase. Much good we all start the year of 1954 with more zeal
has been done through the year 1953, but than ever before, always abound ing in the
we bope to do more throllgll l9ii4.
work of our blessed master. Pray for us.

P.-t. Herbert H. Knight, U S 54139613, Co.
D ., 8th M.T.B. 2nd Regt., M.R.T.C., Camp
Pickett, Virginia, November 26 :
Services
are held on the Post here for members of
the church of Christ each Sunday night a·t
7:30 p.m. in Chapel 1, located on the corner
of East Parade and Military Road.
The
work here is moving along nicely. One restoration this month. If you have relatives
stationed here who do not attend services,
please contact me at the above address and
I will be glad to visit him and talk to him
about it. We have . preaching each Lord's
day by one of us boys station ed here.
Greer E . Hcn<lon, Tol e do 9, Ohio, December 11: Since we moved here July 20, there
have been 38 additions to the body of Christ.
There were seven respon ses to . the invitation last Lord's day morning. The church
is

'\vorking,

by

bringing

neighbors

and

friends to the serv ic es. I did the preaching
and our son, Greer Chunn, led the singing
in a meeting with the church at Bradner,
Ohio. This meeting was conducted in the
new meeting house. Bradner is a mission
of Western Avenue.
Th e church at Port
Clinton , Ohio, is meeting in their new meeting house. They are a mission of Western
Avenue. If you have relatives or friends
that live in Toledo send us their names and
addresses. We will look them up and en courage them to attend the s.e rvices. We
are having to use chair;s in the a isles each
week, but we have a list of names of people who are ·not attending, that would fill
the building again, if they would just attend.
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Kenneth J , Arrington, Wich i ta Falls, T ex -,
as, November 30 : Brother Thomas MeDon aid of Waco, T exas, closed a v ery fine
meeting w i t h th e 23rd and Grace Street
congregation in vVichita Falls, T exas, November 22. Our attendance for every service was the best we have had . Brother MeDonald did his part in a very fine and forceful way.
Th ere were s eve n restorations,
one baptism and five to place membership
during the meeting. We have h a d a total
of twenty-two responses for th e month of '
November.
When in Wichita Falls, visit
with u s .
J. E. 'Vainwrig·bt, 547 East vVa lnut . Avenue, El Segundo, California, December 11:
Elders of Downtown church, Front at Beech ,
San Diego, invited me to speak at ordination services incr easing their elders and deacons.
Brother Rhodes is the capabl e and
respected preacher. Elders of Culver -Palms
Los Angeles, invit ed me to sp eak severai
times during change of . preachers. Brother
Glen Rabe assisted commendably . El Segundo church securing two large Jo ts , corner Grand and Lomita, near city park and
plan to erect co mmodi ous buildings for ev ery good work.
These congregations are
not afflicted, nor threatened, with divisive
theories abo ut th e authority of th e e lders
-rule or guidance; nor the duties and clues
of every worthy gospel pr each e r.

LISTEN

HERALD OF TRUTH
ABC Network 1:00 P .M ., Sun.

Sermon : Dec. 27, "The Misuse
Of The Bible."
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Lowell E. 1Uuuc1•ester, Pryor, Okl a homa,
December 11 : This is to l et a ll tl<te readers
Imow that we are leav ing the work here
as of tJ1e first of the year to take up the
work at Pearl, Illinois, and th at sec tion.
Some of the best people anywhere to be
found live here in Pryor. We are Jea-,r ing
of our own acco rd arid anyo ne chosen for
the work h ere will find a god congregation
of humble Christians. I held three meetings th is year-Davis City, Iowa; Claremore,
Oklahoma; and Bible Grove, Missouri. which
r esulted in three bapt isms a nd one r esto •·ation. Pray for us and write to us.

J, Willard l'tlorrow, 2203 Azle Avenue, N .
Ft. Worth, Texas, December 9: Recently
it was my privilege to cl0se a period of
nin ety-fo ur weeks of continuous gospel
m ee tin gs. My h ealth was and is the best.
This week we are in a good meeting with
the church at Johnsville .
Brother Elton
B ills is the efficie nt !}reacher, and together
they a r e doing a n excellent work.
This
has been the most fruitful year of my lif e
in the ministry. We shall hope that 1954
will be even better for each of us-and for
the church at la r ge. I shall be glad to hear
ft·om co ngr egations desiring meetings for
the ·coming year-or even further ahead. I
R. D. ShnnLons, 441 W. Clark, Corpus am in position to give two Lord's days in
Christi, Texas, December 8: I am leaving meetings where this is desired. Write m e
the work here at Furman and Staples, Cor- at the above address as soon as possible.
pus Christi, Texas, January 31, 1954.
On
February 7th I will begin work with the
J . B. Hu<lson, Box 604, George West, Tex'c entral church, 12th and Hoover Streets, as, December 10 : December 4th mark e d our
Los Angeles, California.
The worl;: here sixth anniversary with the church . at this
has been pleasant and profitable in many place. Everything moves forward with the
ways and I can personally recommend the -least possible amou n t of friction .
Peace
elder's of this congregation to any preacher and harmony prevail-the worlc speal;:s for
brother who might be interested in the itself. I was in a s hort meeting with th e
work here. This month has completed five Dilley cht!rch in October.
Brother Daniel
pleasant years with this congregation. \ ¥ill Hiler, teacher in the public schools, preach all correspondents please note my change es for the church there . Th e m ge ting in
of address after February 1, 1954.
Three Rivers, in which I was privileged
to preach, came to a close last Sunday
night.
One was baptized.
Brother T. A.
Rn:v 0. Wright, Wellington, Kansas, DeGrice is doing a good work ther e. On the
cember 1: The congregation here r ecently
last Lord's day of November, Brother Boclosed a meeting with Clifton Rogers of
mer Gist of T aft and I exchanged pulpits.
Port Arthur, Texas, . doing the preaching.
Brother Gist formerly preached for the
.There were five baptisms, three restoraGeorge West church. Thus goes the work,
tions and bvo were id en tifi ed w ith u,s, The
and thus goes life. May the Master find
brethren were ed ifi ed and challenged to
it acceptab l e in that day. Brethren, pray
greater zeal by the fine lessons of. ' Brother
Rogers. ·Smith Kite, who preaches regu- tor us.

larly for the congregat ion at Norwich, Kansas, led the s inging for the meeting. The
Perry B . Cothnm, 37 09 Rosemont, Nashcongreg·ation suffered a great loss recently ville, T e nn essee, D ecembe r ·u : I have reby the passing of Brother Charles W. Cole, cently co nducte d meetings and showed my
one of our elc1ers. W e have purchased Jots Holy L and pictures at Ft. Worth, Texas
and have the blue-prints and h ope to begin (Meadowbrook
church,
Preston
Cotham,
constru ct ion of a n ew m eeting hous e in the local evangelist), WewoJca, Olclahoma (Har vey Scott, minister; L eo Richardson, asso near future.
ciate), Shawnee, Olclahoma, (East Main,
Russell B ankes, Jr., prea:chex;) and Marshall,
Duwnrd E. Lee, 824 N. 7th, Grand JuncTexas (Ed Grantham, evangelist).
In alJ
tion, Colorado: The church of our Lord is
these meetings the crowds were large and
grow in g in Grand Junction, Colorado. Since
there were several additions.
In the Ft.
the first part of July we have been workWorth meeting a Baptist preacher was baping with the congregation at 7th and Teller.
tized. I und erstana he is developing into
There a r e only about 85 members, yet W<'l
a fine preacher. He seems to be a very
are h av ing a bout 120 in class each Lord's
fine yo ung m an, a student at the Seminary.
day and approxrmately 130 for worship and
It was good to visit again in Wewoka and
pr,each ing. Though there have b een no bapShawnee, where I spen t six years at each
tisms, there have been about {hirty-four
p lace in local work. At this time I am
r esp ons es to the Lord's invitati on-confess preaching in th e Washington, D . C. area:
ing faults and r es torat ion s . Eight others
V\T. Hyattsville, Maryland, where Ivan Stewplaced membership. Th.e elders have begun
ar t works as local preacher. I have prom·
a plan for en larging the present auditorium
ised to preach for the Linds l ey Avenue
and building a class -ro om wing for addichurch in Nashville for a few w eeks this
tional classes. We believe the ch urch h ere
is r eally on the forward march. Only r e - w int er. cently we were able to get th e Herald of
Truth program on our mo s t powerful station (KFXJ). Casper, Wyoming, and Den~
ver, Colorado, are the two n earest sta tions
carrying th e broadcast, and neither of thes e
can be heard her e. W~ b elieve this prog-ram along with our own weekly broad cast reaches many, who otherwise would not
hear the gospel. November 8-15 I preached
h ere in a series of mee tings . Thr ee pre - ·
meeting classes were planned for the 2nd,
3rd, and 4th.
Then November 24-29 the
church here s upported me in a meeting at
Gunnison, Colorado. Gunnison, with a populatio n of about 3,000, has long ne eded a
congr egat ion
but just recently started
m eeti ng. Th eir services are helc1 in Odd
F ellows Hall.
Anyone inte rested in · helping the brethren there should write Syly11,n
Gn:~,y, Sapinero, Colorado.

--------0•-------NEW YEAR'S EVE SINGINGRIVERSIDE IN FORT WORTH
Gary Scott
The eleventh annual New Year's Eve Sing ing will be conducted at the church of
Christ in Rivers-ide, 2701 East Belknap St. ,
Fort Worth, Texas, Thursday, December 31,
1953. Services will begin at 7:30 P.M. Brother Gary Scott, one of our ministers, will be
in charge. In addition to great congregational singing, there will be quartets and
special choruses.
As many as 1500 have attended these
-s in g ings. This is a "high day" with us
and we wou l d like to have YC!l'. with ue
In this great song s~ryig~,

FIRM
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THE VICKSBURG TORNADO

NOW BUILDING-THE NORTH'S FIRST HOlliE FOR ORPHANS

The walls are completed and the roof on s ince this photo was made in early fall, the
home for homeless ch ildren being built by service-minded Christians at Valparaiso, Indiana, is making steady progress.
.
Located in one of the finest farm-land areas ir. the Un ited States, the home at time
of operation will h ave 250• ac res, with a noth er 250 in urosDect-a g ift from Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer L ewis of V a lpara iso.
·
The structure now building will house administrati on staff and 32 children at the
outset. It is hop ed that cottages can be add ed as expa n sio n is practical.
Christians have contributed better than $90,000 for this worthy worl;: and an est imate d $45,000 is yet needed to complete the f in e building and equ ip it for Christian
service.
Your help can be a vital factor in putting this home into act ion. Won't you send a
contribution-large or s mall-to John H. Remt>, Treasurer, Shults-Lewis Youth Haven,
Milford, Ohio? Your rejoicing as you see our first hom e in the north become a r eality will
be greater if you have h ad some part in making it ready for service.

'
HONOR TO ·wHOM
HONOR IS DUE

COMiUENDATION

w. B. "\Vest, Jr.
George S. Benson, President of Harding
College, was selected recently in a state wide poll mad e by the ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, as th e Arkansan of the Year. This
sel ection was made by the people of Arkansas as an expression of appreciation for the
serv ice of George S. Benson to th eir state
a nd nation. It is a high honor.
Paul said, "Honor to whom honor is due."
It occurred to m e that all the Ch ·istian
friends of Brother Benson would apprec iat e
knowing of ·this deserved honor which has
co me to him and would rejoice in it.

Thi s is to state that Brother Harrell H .
Dam e who has pr eached for the church
here the past three and one -half years, is
l eaving th e worl;: h e r e to work w ith anot h er
congreg-at io n.
Brothe r Dame is an able an d a faithful
gosp e l preaci1er. Much good has been done
ror the church at th is place during- the time
h e h as labor e d here and it is reg-retted by
the e n t ire co ng-reg-ation that h e i s leaving
the wo rk her e.
We commend Brother Dame and hi s fine
family to the brotherhood, and the prayer s
of the congregation at th is place go w ith
them in th e ir new work.
Sign e d:
0. B. Si sco, Raymond Britton,
vVaymond vVood-Elders, Panama Church of
Chri st, Panama, Oklahoma.

--------0•-------DEBATE

--------0,-------J. P . Lusby
Brother F. I. Stanley engage d Mr. J. Cullis
Smith, President of the Orthodox Baptist
Seminary, Ardmor e, Oklahoma, in a fournight d ebat e at Midland, T exas, September
22-25. I moderated for Brother Stanley. Th e
matters discussed we r e salvation and the
church.
Brother Stanley did a very good
piece of work, error was exposed and the
truth w as victorious. Even before the d e bate had clos e d, two, one a Baptist, th e
o ther a Presbyte rian, sa id they were con vinced of the truth and indi cated th e ir intentions to obey. it.
Thi s was th e fourth d ebate engaged in by
Brother Stanl ey this year.
He has a lso
preached. in nin e m ee tin gs in a ddition to his
regular work with the Southside church in
Midland.
I have signed propositions for discussion
w itb Mr. Smith to be h e ld some time after
the first of th e year (dates have not yet
been set) in Amarillo, Texas. The propo s itions are baptism, apostasy, and th e third
being a li ttle unusual I give it in full: Resolv ed, That the Scriptures Show Plainly
and Unmistakably that J. P. Lustiy and his
Brethren are Followi ng the Doctrines and
Practices originated by Alexander Campbell,
and are Therefore Campbellites. Of course,
Smith affirms this and I deny.

INFORiUA'l'ION WANTED
J. D. TIL0111RS
In ·order to make tlte 1954 Abilene Christian College Lectureship the very best in.
a ll departments, we are anx iou s to hear
about churc h es who have be e n particularly
s u ccessful in some phas e of church wo rk
so that an e xhibit might be arranged demonstrating their ideas that others may
l earn the method. We would lik e for m emb ers of these churches or other p eople who
know about their results to send u s the
n a m es and addresses of the • churches so
that we can have the b es t possible gro up
of ex hibits at the L ec tureship. We would
also ·be happy for representat ives of th e
miss ion fie lds to plan an exh ibit of their
work a nd let us !<now of their plans so
that we can arrang-e to provide space.

By Joe T. Priestley
You h ave r ead the r e ports of the disaster
a nd s pace will not be used here to describe
it.
No casualties have been reported among·
th e chur ch m e m be rs.
A few d_id receiv.e
min or injury a nd so m e had property damage. \V e con s ider o ur selves as a group fortun a te.
, Many ca ll s are b e ing r ece ived as to h elp
needed.
Th e r es ponse by . those not in the path
of the tornado and var ious cities close by
throug-h various organizations has been
grea t and it is believed that sufficient
clothing is being received.
T he Vic l< sbu rg co ngr egation with the aid
of co ngre gations close by i s supplying some
c lo th ing a nd n1i sce lla n eo us supplies · also.
The great est work the church can do is
going- to b e during rehabilitation, helping
to r eb uild a nd r efurni s h so congregations
out of the imm ed1at e area who d esire to
h e lp may do so b etter by sending cash · contributions to be used in rehabilitation. Address Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 901, Vicksburg, Mississippi.

--------0·-------OVERFLOWING CROWD AT CENTRAL
CHRISTIAN . COLLEGE HOI\IECOMI;NG
Jantes 1\ofuthe·n·s

Approximately 300 parents, alumni, and
fri ends v is ited the ca mpus of Central Christian Coll eg e on Th anksgiv ing Day for the
Hom ecoming exe r c ises.
After an informal program by the A Capella Chorus and a welcome by President
L. R. Wilson, Melv in Wise, minister of the
P r esto n Road Church of Christ in Dallas,
Texas, gave the principal ad dress before
an overflowing audience.
Because of inadequate seating fac iliti es many were compelled to stand outside the auditorium.
In the afternoon fr·ie nds of Cen.tral Christian Colle ge gathered w ith Brother Wilson
for a n informal discussion c.oncerning plan s
for lhe grow th of the college. Keith Robin son of Lon e Star, Missouri, was elected
president of the recently-organized Alumni
Association.
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--------0-------PUEACHER
AVAILABLE-Willing
to
work and help support myself. Prefer
southwest part of T exas.
Write for referenc·es and additional information.-C. R.
FULLER, Hooks, •rexas, Box 194.
P.S. I a m married and h ave three children
at home. I a m 43 years old.

II

Church
Furniture Co., Inc.
JACKSONVILLE. TEXA$

John W. Hedge, Representative
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Lt. C ol. Robt. J)J. S ilvey, Cornh u sker Ord.
Plant, Gr a nd Island, Nebraska: I was tran s ferred f r om T okyo, Japan, to Gi·and Island,
Nebraska, in October.
G len Bettenhausen,
who is now und e r the oversight of the elders of th e Sanders and Live Oak Streets
congr egation in Bowi e, T e xas, was in s trumental in estab lishin g the New Testament
church i n Grand Island in July of 1953. The
church has leased a building as a meeting
place. It is lo cated at 511 N. Clark Street.
This week Gl en Bettenhausen is holding a
meeting · in Davenport, Nebraska, where
Chri stians from Kansas City, Aurora, Beatrice, and Grand Isla nd m et Thursday
. (Thanksgiving d ay ) for an afternoon serv ice at which time sever a l br e thren spoke
and I had an ouportunity to speak of th e
m iss ion work in J apan and the work being
planned for Korea by th e 16th and Decatur
chu r ch in Washington, D. C. You r prayers
and your financ ia l assistanc e a r e needed
now to help take advantag·e of the many
opportuniti es to spr ead the borders of the
l<ingdom of Christ in Japan, in Korea, and
in this mission field h ere in Neb r aska.

bo d y ."
The force of this argume nt was
noted on Mr . Sherrill. W ith th e grace, that
characterized C. R . Nic h ol, a plea was m a de
to the Baptists who w ere presen t. Nichol
was the master every moment of eve ry
night. Mr. Sherrill a nd his Baptist p eo ple
lear·n ed to r espect c. R. N icho l. H e is e very inch a Christian and deserves the respect of those who know him and commands
respec t of those that m ee t him.
Never a
greater v ictory {or "Truth" has been won
in our day. Th e d e bate w ill be published.
The price w ill be $3. Send a ll orders to
C. R. N icho l Pub. Co., Clifton, Texas . Those
who think C. R. Nichol is too old to debate
sho.uld h ave h ea rd this d e bate. He i s • clear
in his think in g, quick to catch all points
of controversy, and the experience of his
well prepared background make him a man
who fears no man . Call C. R. Nichol for
any' defense the "Truth" needs to mal,e. He
will handle th e s ituati o n capably.
Many
preachers were in attendance. Many came
f r om all ove r Arkansas and some from T ex ·
as. B•·other Pace, evangelist of the Benton
c hurch of Christ made the arra ngements for
the debate and took the debat1e down on
Lloyd ])Ioyer, 309-36th Street, Richmond, tape recorder . It was a privilege of mine
Californ ia, Novemb er 28 : After a little over to / act as tim ekeeper.
four years of pleasa nt work with the church
in San L eandro, California, I began work
L. W. J)l:~yo, 81 No. 8th , San Jo se, Caliw ith the church in Richmond October 18, forn ia :
On November 1st we b egan our
1953 .
Due to previous appointments for third year witl'l the congregation here. Dur- ·
meetings I have only preached at Richmond ing these t\VO years we hav e not mad e a
four Sundays. At those services four were •·eport to any of t h e papers. It is firmly
bapt ized, thirte e n came for m e mbership and l) elie v e d that some progress has be e n made
twenty-two confessed faults.
In spite of dur ing th ese years of work . Since we came
the troubl e that has b een there we look to San J ose there have be e n 56 baptized and
forward to a profitable work for th e cause about 50 to confess wrongs.
Of cours~
of Christ. It was most difficult to leave ~orne h ave com e by transfer of membership
the fine brethren at San L eandro. W e shall but no effort on my part has been made
cher ish t h e years spent with them a among to k eep a count of thes e. During the past
the happiest of our li ves.
'l.<hey h ave se - two years ·we have had P a t Broaddus, Paul
lected B r other Roy Osborn e, of Na~hville, South er n, Peter Wilson, and Jimmie Tolle
'Den n essee, to work wit h them.
I rec ently with us in meetings. Dur in g the same time
c losed. a m ee ting with t h e c hurc h in Sunny- I have engaged in four debates and about
vale, California, where my brother, Otis ten m ee tings.
l wou ld not say that Sa11
}.{oyer, preaches, w ith four baptisms and one Jose has been th e hardest wo rk in the land,
~o-nf essio n of faults .
This find s m e in a but w il l assert that it has not be e n the
meeting at Watsonville, Cali forn ia , where e a~ i est .
In many things the wo rl< h ere
_ Broth e r Claton Bussard is doing· a wonder- has been hindered though no outstanding
ful work as preacher. The results of the tl;'oubl e has existed . But, the brethren say
first five nights h e r e were one baptism, one that the work is in th e best shape it has
confession of faults and two by member- ever been in.
The attendan ce is better in
lihip. When in R ichmond we in v ite you tu the last year than before. More have bee n
worsh ip with us at the above a ddr ess .
baptized than in the same l e ngth of time
before, and the contr ibuti o n has been betH . F . Slinrp, Conway, Arkan sas, D ece mber ter than ever before. It is my opin ion that
9: Brother C. R . Nichol met \V. E. Sherrill, ther e are v ery bright hopes for the future
Bap ti st preacher, at Bento n , Arka n sas, in of the wo rl< here.
• re ligious .di sc us s ion December 1-4. Th e debate was held in the Bapt ist m ee ting house. }...,..,,_,,_,,_0___
'
The propositions to be discussed we r e :
Establishment of the chu •·ch of the New
Testament, operati on of the Holy Spirit in
the conversion a nd conv icti on of the alien
s inne1·, b aptis m ·and apostasy. Brother N ic hPREACHERS OF TODAY was
ol affirmed the first and th i rd night and
especially designed to help you
was i n the n egat ive the second and fourth
night. In the first speech Brother Nichol = ••• No other book contains so
tried to get Mr. Sh err ill to tell him if the
much helpful information about O
Bapt ists would have a man in their church
living Gospel Preachers.
that d id not believe in the d eath , burial
4,000 now in U'le. The type has =
and resurrection of Christ.
Mr. Sherrill, ·
as mo st Bant ist preachers, did not meet the
been melted. It's going out of
issue but continually did his best to evade
print. Get your copy now.
t h e propositions.
The final ni g ht on the
apostasy subject Brother N:chol crushed
PRICE: $3.50
Baptist doctrine on d ep ravity and th e outer
Order from :
and inn e r man so· complete ly that it is the
opmron of many Mr. Sh e rrill will never
again meet him. Under pressur e Mr. Sherrill said his body was all that sinned about
h im.
B r other Nichol quot ed 1 Cor. 6:18 :
Nashville 5, Tennessee
°F l ee forni _c ation. Ev e ry si n that a man
doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own i 't,._;l,.-.c,....,~-~--~~-~.-,._,,-.,.._,c,._..ll~~

A NEW CHURCH IN SAVANNAH, G EORGIA

C. A. Buffington

Old things can b eco me new again . "Our
inward m a n is r e n ewed (mad e new) d ay by
day." When the Saviour was betr ayed, l ed
away as a convicted criminal and c ru cified,
the apostles were horrified, filled with fear
and disappointment . Their exal ted hop e of
a glor ious kin gdom died. Th eir light which
had shined with heavenly brightness was
ext in guished.
Disappo in ted
a nd
ho peless
they would return to th e ir old occupation,
but in the midst pf the~r darkest hour th e
power of the A lmigh ty brought to lif e
again the Crucified On e. Th e di'Scipl es were
electrified; they were transformed; they became n ew again.
Peter wrote eternally,
speaking not only for himself but for the
body, saying-, "Blessed be the God and F a ther of our Lord J es us Christ, who, according- to his great mercy, begot us anew unto
a living hope by the resur'rection of J esus
Chr ist from th€: dead."
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So it is with the Forty -first church in
Savannah.
Sa tan to a gTeat extent has
taken over. Sin and dissens ion were to be
observed eve rywh e re.
Many had forsaken
the worsh ip. Oth e r s were h opel essly ho l din g on. Confusion, contention and disuni'ty
were surely r en dering others inactive. But
a great transformation has tal<en place. An
old sinful, inactive church h as become a
n ew congregatio n.
Mor e tha n 60' confes ..
s ions of wrongs and unfa ithfu ln ess hav e
been made. Many stray ing sheep have returned to the fold. Four h ave put on the
Lord Jesus in b aptism.
Spir itual robes
have bee n substituted for world ly rags. Th e
ge n e ral a tmo sphere has been pur if ie d a nd
sweetened by the sweet savor of the gospel.
Unity, apprec iation and love are our
ever -pr esent g u es ts.
Faith, . confid e nc e anu
cooperat ion is the cry of victo ry. We can
now say with Peter: "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord J es u s Ch rist, w h o,
according to h is great mercy begat us
aga in . (an ew ) unto a living hope"-unto a
new chu rch.
The new life , th e n ew relationship, the
new faith, the new hope and the new d etermination to be and to do w ill be seen in
our today's collection, $2,842.62.

·wALLACE-HUNT DEBATE
On Instrutnental 1\Iusic

Cl otlt $2. 75
Order Front -

T·ELEGRAJ)l BOOK CO .
Box 39
Long,·ie"'' "\Vnslt.
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HARDEMAN - DEWEY D EBATE

H . 'R. L ittle

The debate between Brother Pat Harde man, of Urbana, Illinois, and Professor
Richard Dewey, of the University of Illi nois, was held in the building where the
church meets in Urbana, Illino is . It lasted
two evenings, December 2 and 3. 'Che subjects were naturalism as opposed to supernatura-lism.
Each spea.ker had a 20 minute affirmative speech in which he declared the r ea sonableness of his position, and this was
followed by a 20 1 ·minute rebuttal. At the
end of the discussion there was a 30 minute question and answer period with questions directed alternately to each spealcer.
The conduct of both speak ers was of the
most superior kirid.
However, it became
appar en t as . the discussion proceeded that
Professor Dewey was laboring und er an inadequacy, not of ability, but of proof to
suppo rt the deterministic views of naturalism. On more than one occasion Professor
Dewey stated that he did not feel qualified
to discuss some of Brother Hardeman's
points.
As a whole both men conducted them selves in a scholarly manner.
Professor
Dewey is a hi g hly respected m ember of the
University faculty, a nd Brother Hardeman
is a very capable gospel preacher.

FIRM FOUNDATION
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Misso u ri. I h ave hear d that their stro n gest
congregation here baptizes l ess than an
average of six per year.

they would say abou t any m an who expose!!
the destructive work of the ir fac ti on . May
I suggest that no man should agree to debate Ketcherside's t h eories and d ivorce them
Most of their young preach e rs are starved
from his practices.
out of the pulpit and into factories. Ketch erside' s teaching is simply a modified form
When brethren generally get their eyes of the work of an old faction. Th is faction open to the fact that this faction has a
has failed in the nor th. Now, they loo lc to record of wreclc and ru in, they wi ll fig.h t
the south as a happy hunting ground . . Our the m bacJ( into their corner. It is a fact
brethren will have to learn to meet th em well und e rstood that West End church will
h eado n. \V'h en they l earn that you won't b e not tolerate their foolishness.
Carl does
pushed around, you won't be bothered a mail his paper to a few members and they
grea t deal with them. Th ey, and their sym- bring th em to me. So far as I know, not
pathizers, s hould be promptly withdrawn one member has turned to th eir hobby, from
from .
Ketcherside's eld ers stated, before any of th e churches, for several years. They
the last debate, that G. K . Wallace was not catch follcs who come h ere blinded to th&
fit to debate with. That is exactly what dangers of this faction.·

--------0•-------N. B . HARDEJIIAN LElJTURES
AT CEN'l'llAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

James lllntltews
N. B. Hardeman will deliv er a series of
lectures at Central Christian from March
1 - 5, according to L. R. Wilson, president.
His talks will be directed especially · to
pr eachers and those who a r e tra in ing to
pr each . He will speak on the daily chapel
program and at one sp ec ial class per day.
All who are interested are cordially invited to make plans to attend these informative l eceures by Brother Hard eman.

--------0----'VALLA CE-RETCHERSIDE DEBATE

By Sterl A.. Watson

CRUDEN•s COMPLETE CONCORDANCE
Edited by A. D. ADAMS, C. H. IRWIN, D.D., and S, A. WATERS

The most complete and accurate edition of Alexander Cruden's masterpiece,
with more than 200,000 references t9 the Old and New Testaments. The qruy
edition which includes references to the Revised Version, as well as to the
King James or Authorized Version. Definitions and articles written by Cruden
have been revised in accordance with modern scholarship. Cloth ... . .. $3.50

This debate was held _in St. L ou is October 26-30 . Fine crowds were on hand for
each session. We a re very happy over this
discussion . Brother G. K. Wallace did a
splend id job prosecuting hobbyists and defending the truth. Th e debate is supposed
to be published, and will be an asset to any
l ibrary. The West End church sponsored
flY F. N. PELOUBET, D.D.
the debate and the other churches co-operated nicely.
The best single-volume Bible dictionary' published- comprehensive, concise,
\'i'e invited Brother Ketcherside's folk to
repeat this at the same time next year. He
accurate, up-to-date, giving a full exposition· of all topics mentioned in the
has stated that that one will hav~- to wait
Bible as well as every pertinent fact of history, g~e~graphy, commerce, and
till he has debated Brother Wallace in Geors0cial and religious life. No· doctrinal discussion. 800 pages, 50S illustrations,
gia. Of course, that is a way to hedge.
Let no one deceive you into believing that
14 maps in color. Cloth ....... ~ ..................... . ............ $3.50
his crowd wanted to hav e the one we did
have.
It took plenty of pressure.
On e
reason they want to talce debates away
from St. Louis is perhaps that K etcherside
is too well known here. He has too much
trouble in his own ranks. One of his brethEdited by C. H. IRWIN, D.D.
r e n speaks of Carl having his "fangs" in
some of the churches. Some people know
25,000 text references and an introduction to each of the books of the Bible.
what mushy smiles sometimes m aslc That
References can be made verse for verse to both the Old and New Testament.
crowd sued our brethren at Ellington, Missour i, to take their meeting bouse. Th ey
Makes clear the meaning of every verse, including_ historical references,
lost the case, but it does show that they
related passages, ancient customs, obscure terms, etc. ·seventeen Bible maps
have no' regard for 1 Cor. 6. Fred Killebrew was one of their key witnesses. I
in color. Cloth . .. . . , , , ••.. . ......... . .......... . ....... ... .... . .$3.50
testified on behalf of the church, as well
u Broili£ h 0. ~ndHson, ~ S~in~ieW,,------------------------------------------

PELOUBET'S BIBLE DICTIONARY

IRWIN'S BIBLE COMMENTARY

Tu~sda.y~ D~~ember

22, 1953

JoJm Patrick :Fogarty, 10~~ :E-. Locust,
Davenport, Iowa, November 25 : A lady was
imm ersed d'uring a service last night that
will be long remembered by the church
here.
The baptism took place while icy
rain pourecl through th e un s hin g l ed roof
overh ead. The circumstances of this f irst
service in th e n ew building yet unf ini s h ed
deepened the d ete rmination of these brethren, to press on to the compl e tion of their
p lace of worship.
Six others hav e s inc e
been baptized. Members here have fQT th e
last seven months done a ll the l abor th emselves on the structure and will continu e
to do what the city code will allow . We
have given ten thousand dollars cash during the period. We plan to sell bonds paying five percent interest to finish the cost
of the proj ec t. These bonds JC~ature in one
to fifteen years and fully protect those who
buy the bonds from any loss. .T hese breth._
ren are worthy of your fellowship.
The
area in this part of our co untry is a mission section.
The city of Davenport is a
progressive city of nearly a · hundred thousand. The Davenport congregation will be
a strong radiating point for the gospel
sooner if you will have a part in the Lord's
work here and it need not change your helping your local congregation's program. We
will be happy to write full information on
how you can help upon request.

I

•
--------0-------HOUSTON BIBLE SCHOOL

• uuston Bible School realized its first
accomplishment w ith the opening of two
elementary schols September 8 with an enrollment of 155. The first two units are a
part of a long range program that is to car ry through Junior College, according to
Clyde P. Findlay, president of the school.
The first piece of property to be pur chased by the school is the former Berry
Foundation School for Paraletics. This valuable pi ece of property is located in the
fastest growing section of Houston and consists of a beautiful wooded plot on which
are several buildings. The latter is a beautiful log mansion which provides a large
a uditorium 45 by 75 feet and ample class room and office space.
The property on
the Northside at Helmers and Linden site
is leased.
Teachers in the elementary schools are all
graduates of Christian colleges and hold
teachers' certificates.
Principals of th e
two schools are Clovis Crawford and Doris
Wardell.
Present classes are provided
through the seventh grade. There are also
two kindergartens. A grade is to be added
each year.
Th e first annual lecture program was
held at the new property, 2950' Broadway,
on the evenings of October 19, 20 and 23 at
7 :30 each evening. Evening classes in Greek
Sermo_n preparations, Teaching the Bible to
Children, and the Old Testament Baclrground
of New Testament Teaching are scheduled
to begin on November 17. Interested persons are requested to get in touch with the
school about these evening classes.
The
prope rty cost was $60,000.
Contributions
from friends of Christian education everywhere are earnestly solicited. Box 14,446,
Ho u ston, Texas.
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o be a real friend an d a wise counselWe shall miss him.
D. C. WILLLAMS
Weslaco , Texas.

h1m
lor.
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BERTLING-John W illiam Bertling was
born in Shawnee County, Kansas, December 25, 1871, and departed this life November 20, 1953, at the age of eighty - one years,
ten months, and twenty - six days. He was
unite d in holy matrimony with Oda Belle
\Vad e, Ma rch 1, 1892. To this union was
born six children, five girls and a boy. Of
these one infant daughter preceded him in
death, September 8, 1902. His survivors inelude the wife, Oda, of the home; one son
and four daughters; thirteen grandchildren,
tw elve great - grandch ildren, a number of
nephews and nieces and a host of friends
who will all miss him greatly. He obeyed
the g·ospel in October of 1887 and served
his Lord faithfully until death. He served
as an elder of the church in Western Oklahoma for several years. He had been in
failing health for the past five years, but
took seriously ill November 1.5th and passed
on to his reward on Novemb er 20th. His
wife and four daughters were at his bed side when the end came. The body was
taken to Michita, Kansas, for in~ e rment .
His
His
Nor
'T il

life on earth is ended,
voice no more we'll hear,
lrnow again his presence,
we meet over there;

•

NORMAN-In d eep sorrow we report th &passing of our be loved friend and brother
in Christ, J. E. No r man. He came to our ·
town about seven years ago.
He got a
small gro up of m embe rs together, preached ·
for us, gave his time and money to build a
mee ting house. We now haNa a member ship of about 60. We now have a young
minis t er, begotten by Brother Norman's
teaching. Young Kenney Rodriguez is now
our minister, and is doing a fine job. Brother Norman esta blished several congregations
that are now work ing well. At the time ot ·
his death he was teaching at Lamont,.
California. He worked up to the l ast dayof lif e . He passed away Thanl;:sgiving day.
\'Ve join his many fl"iends in sorrow for
hi s passing away, .but his work as an end~
le ss chain will go on.
JAMES L. TOOLEY

Q
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Churches Desiring·
an Economy
Seating Line_
turn

to~

MID-CONTINENT CHURCH"
FURNITURE CO.

We have this consolationHe lived for God, above,
Ancl filled the hours of ot-hers
\Vith happiness and lov e.

Box 548

Write. today

Jacksonvi\Je, Texaa

·we wish to thank a ll our good brothers
and s isters in Christ and our many good
neighbors and friends for every kind word
and deed as well as fo r the b eautiful floral
offerings.
Signed: Mrs. J. W. Bertling, Enid, Oklahoma; Mrs. Jewell Kile, Forga n, Olrlahoma;
Mr. Roy Bertling, Los Angeles, California;
Mrs. Beulah Riley, Wichita, Kansas; - Mrs.
Lela Brown, Wichita, Kansas; Mrs . Arletta
Lyon, Kansas City, Kansas.

Just Off The Press
SERMON OUTLINES

• • •

One Hundred Outlines

CORDER-William Filmore Corder was
born in Carrol County, Tenn essee, Novem ber 15, 1858. He came to T exas when a
young man.. He was united in marriage to
Annie T. Stanbaugh in 1894. He and his wife
were baptized into Christ the same year.
Ti1 ey settled in Greer County, Oklahoma,
where they lived for many years.
They
moved to the Rio Grande valley of T exas
in 1926.
He passed on to the great beyond Dece mber 5, 1953, in Donna, Texas, at
the age of 95 years, and 20 days. He was
la id to rest in the Donna cemetery of Hidalg o County, Texas. He is survived by his
wife. Brother Corder was loved and hon ored by those who lmew him best. I found

Cloth Bound

BY

J. C. CHOATE

$1.25 Per Copy
OR-DER FROl\1:

J. C. CHOATE
Route 3
Corinth, Miss.

RECORDS AVAILABLE
A fine selection of religious songs sun~ skillfully by favorite groups unacconlllanie•l by mecl•anical instrnJue.n ts and recor1led on brenk resistant plastic to
I>luy on standnrd players.
(78 R.P.~I.)
BLOO:iUINGTON ~IALE QUAR'l'ET-4 records-8 songs ___ ________________ $ 5.5~
DAVID LIPSCO~IB ALBUl\1 NO. 1-4 recorils-16 ~ongs-------------~----$ 5.50
(CJ•orus and ~laJe Quartet)
DAVID LIPSCOJUB ALBUM NO. 2-·5 recor<ls-10 songs------------------$ 6.50
(Chorus, Quartet nd C1tapel Singers)
FLORIDA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE-1 record-2 songs __ ______ ___ $1.50 delivered
CHRISTIAN HO~IE AND BIBLE SCHOOL-1 recor<l- 3 songs ____ $J.50 delivered
Com.p1ete list of rccor<ls dcJivered-15 rE'cords and 39 songs ________ $18.00
Order from BOJUNO RECORDING CO~IPANY,
Box 469, Vl'ildwood, FJa.
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Cato Slteerer, Kerens, Texas, December
14: On Lord's day, Dece mber 6th, four responded to the invitation, conf ess ing f a ults
and w ere id entified with this con g regation
to work and worship h er e. Th er e hav e been
ten othe rs id entifi ed and exp r ess in g their
desires to work a,nd worsh 1 h er e s in ce our
last r eport. The church se< 1s to b '> grow ing s piritually 'as well as ia numb er s, the
attendan ce at all services a r e good.
Th e
e lde r s outl in ed a good work for 1953, h av in g
part in five gospel meeti ngs, ass istin g three
o rpha.n h o m es, as well as three sm a ll e r co n·
gregations. I m ea"n even s m a ll er t h an the
c on gregatio n that meets at K er ens. By the
help of the Lord, we h ave. been able to
meet our fin a ncia l obli gation s for wh ich we
are very thankful. We only l ack one Lo rd's
day of comp l e ting two years' wo rk with
t hi s con gregation, w hich really amo un ts to
t hr ee years a nd three mo nth s, as we w9rked
f ift ee n month s with them in 1949 and '1950.
This has been a very pleasant wo rl;: to u s,
a nd we hope and pray our services have been
acceptable to the L ord. T o him g·oes all the
honor and glory for any success that has
been accomplished here. The Lord has been
good to us here at K erens and we thank
him for the many, many blessings that have
been ours to enjoy. W e are hoping a nd praying to be of more ser v ice in the wo r k of
our Lord in 1954 than . ever before.
Roy Burges,.., Box 212, Z ell wood, Florida,
December 14: Another e rrin g on e was rec laim ed Sund ay in Mt. Dora. Thi s unit ed a
fa mily . It is sad when hu s b a nd an d w ife
are go ing separate ways in r eli g ion . It is
mo s t wond erf ul to see h armony as the gos pel is allowed i ts way in h earts. Beloved,
have you pondered the pat·h ' of your feet?
Will w. Slater, Box 7178, Sy lvan ia Station, F ort V.ro rth 11, Texas, Decemb e r 15:
Th e singin g schoo ls a t Dix on, Missouri, and
Heavener, Oklahoma, created quite a n interest. Mu cl1 good was acco mplished a t both
plac es. I was invited back to Heavener, Ok lahoma, for another school and a m ee tin g .
I will teach s ingin g in th e mornin g· and
preach at night .. My next work will b e In
Luv ern e, Alabama, in January. If I can h e lp
you in a school or meeting, please write m e
s oon.
Joe T. Priestley, 1108 Polk Street, Vi cks b ur g, M ississ ippi, December '15: Sufficient
seem s to have been received for the Vi c k s burg Tornad o Relief to be h a ndl ed thh>Ugh
t h e c hurch. R espo nse · h as b een goo d for
which we thank all who have h ad a part.

--------- 0--------DROTHER A. C. HUFF'S LA'rEST REPORT

I had the pleasure of p reach in g at Hale
Ce nte r WednE'sday night to abo ut 110 peo p l e. Th ey told m e t h at I h a d t h e la r ges t
a udi e n ce they had ever had on ' vV edn esday
nights.
Brother Bill Brown, the r eg ular
preach r, is r esponsibl e for that p rivi lege.
I visited h im last Saturday a n d h e invited
me to pr eac h, and h e told t h e peop le Sunday
t h at I would preac-h Wednesday n i!l'ht. H e
said that h e was not disappointed .
Perhaps this is the solution to the problem of h ow to get the people out on Wed nesday ni g ht.
I have bee n telling th e
pr each e r s that if they would h ave a program that the peopie en joyed th ey wo uld
co m e with ou t b ein g prodd ed . This alsb m ay
so lv e th e prob le m of how to u se t h e old
discarded preachers.
I w as also in fo rm ed that the churches
are having vi s iting pr each er s on Wednesday ni g hts in th ese parts every Wednesday
night, which I think is a gopd id ea. Hop e
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it will b e adopte d in all th e church.es where
it can be done.
As to the aged preachers, they do not
get too old to preac h as long as th ey are
a ble to preach. Th ey s hould be u sed as
much as they a r e ab l e to do th e work . Th eir
ex p erie nc e is a g r ea t asset to the churc h
a nd th e church es should not neg le ct them.
Many of th e m might b e a bl e to teach classes, even after their eyes ight fails them so
they cannot see t o r ead. Th ey can let the
c lass read the l esso n and they can direct
the s tudy . If th ey get to w h e r e they can not r ead they can get a talking Bible and
keep up on th e ir reading·. Th e state w ill
fur ni sh them record book s on various s ubj ects. an d a r eco rd player fr ee, a~d they
can u se the r ecord play e r an d th e books
fr ee , and they can use th·e players to play
the B ib l e records.

Our young men are doing a wonderful
work and I am far from suggesting any thing th at would hind er th em in the l east.
Th e people a r e taking notic e a nd wo nd er
how it is th a t th e chu r ch of Christ is growin g faster th a n a ny other church.
The
church i s g r ow in g fast and I thinl<: it is
ju s t getting starte d.
Th e young m e n ar e
l ead in g in th is crusade. I for one bid th e m
godspeed.
Go a h ead boys a nd we older
preach e r s a r e w illin g to help in every way
poss il,lle . Th ere is wo rk for a ll. All sho uld
be i<:ept b u s y.
"1'17 hen I said the peop le wi ll co m e out if
we h ave a prog-ram that t h ey will en j oy I
did not m ea n a show or anythin g just to
e ntertain .
Perhaps I s h ould h ave added
that they would come bette r if they love
the truth and a r e inte rested in the salvati on of sou ls.

/

You can enter

HARDING COLLEGE

•

AT THE SECOND SEMESTER
The second semester of the 1953-54 school year at
Harding College begins February 1wit~ counseling of all
students. Registration will take place February 1.
If you are planning to furt.her your education, you need
not wait until fall to enter college. You can begin in
February and fake the same subjects that you would by
entering in September.
For further information write to the Director of Admissions

HARDING COLLEGE
Searcy, Arkansas

